Father, Dear Father, Come Home with Me Now

As sung by

Laura Avanell
08-22-1946 Linden, WI
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Verse 1.

Father, dear father, come home with me now,

The clock in the steeple strikes one.

You said you were coming right home from the shop
As soon as your day’s work was done.

Our fire’s gone out, our house is all dark,

And mother’s been watching since tea,

With poor brother Bennie so sick in her arms,

And no one to help her but me.
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Chorus
Come home, come home, come home,
Please father, dear father, come home.
Hear the sweet voice of the child
Which the night winds repeat as they roam.
Oh who could resist the most pitiful prayer,
Please father, dear father, come home.

Verse 2.
Father, dear father, come home with me now,
The clock in the steeple strikes two.
The night has grown colder, and Bennie is worse,
But he has been calling for you.
Indeed he is worse; Ma says he will die,
Perhaps before morning shall dawn,
And this is the message she sent me to bring,
Come quickly, or he will be gone.

Verse 3.
Father, dear father, come home with me now,
The clock in the steeple strikes three.
The house is so lonely, the hours so long
For poor weeping mother and me.
Yes we are alone, for Bennie is dead
And gone with the angels of light.
And these were the very last words that he said:
“I want to kiss Papa good-night.”

Transcription and lyrics from the Helene Stratman-Thomas Collection.

Critical Commentary

Transcriptions by Peters, p. 260, and HST.

HST notes:
In the Professional Papers series:
Mrs. Laura Avanell. Plentiful prayer — “pitiful.”

Editor’s notes:
This song was written by Henry Clay Work, and copyrighted in 1864. Randolph notes that it
was “featured in the play ‘Ten Nights in a Bar-Room,’ credited to W. W. Pratt” (Randolph 396).

Alternate titles/related songs: “Come Home, Father.”
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