
728 State Street   |   Madison, Wisconsin 53706   |   library.wisc.edu

MR 2 reports by Edgar (Pop) Buell.  1962/1999

[s.l.]: [s.n.], 1962/1999

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/YRN4TSPIQYTXX8K

This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, US Code).

For information on re-use see:
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.



Susiitay A Public Affairs Reprint 
Evening Agency for International Development 

POS I Department of State 

FOUNDED IN 1728 BY 
Washington 25, D. C. 

A A 5 H 

RL . . 

The exclusive story of how an American farmer has devoted 

his life to a one-man crusade for freedom and democracy in 

war-torn, Communist-infiltrated Laos. e By DON A. SCHANCHE 

PART ONE Photographs by the Author 

dgar Buell was squatting, native style, on a ‘ 
EK dusty path which bordered a worked-out 

opium field high in the mountains of north- 
ern Laos. Heisalittle runt ofa man, and except for ; = 
his thinning hair and heavy-rimmed spectacles you i 
could mistake him for one of the 200,000 Meo a a 
tribesmen who inhabit those jungle-sheathed Bee a ann 
mountains. His skin is weathered from a lifetime rs _— 
on an Indiana farm and darkened from two years : ia = 
of baking in the tropical sunshine of Laos. His iia 
khaki trousers were spotted with the dirt of day- % 
long hikes up mountain trails to the Meo villages rs . 
we had visited that week, and he was shirtless, sal Se 
warming his bared torso in the afternoon sun. a - 

Buell was discussing the economics of opium ia . 
with two Meo village leaders, who listened atten- on 2 

tively, almost rapturously. He spoke in a mixed 4 oe aa 
vocabulary of tribal Meo and Lao, the national ms ae os 
language of Laos. If you listened closely, you Ce 2B 
could almost hear northern-Indiana colloquial- : (? 
isms buried in the strange monosyllabic words. —.. Ze 

Opium, the only exportable cash crop raised in care ome. - 

Laos, is a poor crop for the Meo, Buell explained. See a * ney 
Harvesting it is hard, painstaking work, Even Oe eee cal ie a4 & z S 
though the Meo grow the best opium in the eae in ; Ne Ce i 
world, the farmer’s reward for the stuff is abys- US ga oo a 
mally low; a batch that might sell for $100,000 if A T ie : ; : 
smuggled into New York brings the Meo farmer j - ¥ ih = & ‘ if 
about one dollar. In Buell’s easygoing but forth- ese ‘ . 7 / 
right lecture to the tribesmen, there was no hint Mise as 
of moral considerations. The evils of opium’s — ate ey fh 
misuse in a civilized western society would be Re = bs ot a \ 

inexplicable to the primitive Meo. Buell stuck to Ni é — SSS. = 8 A : 
crop economics. Sweet potatoes, he said, would % Rh sh - 4 : 
grow beautifully in the rich earth of the hills. Y ey a Ws) Te a. 4 
They would bring more money, and besides, the AY ‘ Ls Ee 4 
farmers and their families could eat them. =~ = ri) be i ’ 

As the Meo village leaders nodded in thought- eee ae ee i 
ful agreement, Buell looked up at me. “Amer- ‘ a caeom a 4 
icans ought to know,” he said, “that diplomacy ee ee oe - 
ain't all white shirts, nice pants and money run- ie ‘ a 
ning out of your pockets. More of us have got to Seg ‘ 
get down with the people. That’s where you can _ gies Ls : 
do some good for them and for America.” iia lise ae 

Edgar Buell rarely has occasion to wear a white ae a ll 
shirt and nice pants, and when money runs out of a eae - od 
his pockets, it is more often his own, earned iu si: ag ig, ~~ 6©6C—ClU 8 

+ ™ years of work raising corn and soybeans on an a SS a a 
Indiana farm, than it is Uncle Sam’s. The forty- i. hs alli = 
nine-year-old retired farmer is one of that woe- Be. aie 4 FE - 
fully small group of Americans overseas who Es aS 2 gases oe — 
were extolled by Eugene Burdick and William eee Mie 

a bere? ABs 5 Hero Buell holds a little boy whom he saved from his mother’s near-miscarriage. Pop has 

These are the Americans who volunteer to go to delivered about 30 babies in Laos. This child’s father was captured by the Communists. 
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remote corners of the world where they can usea to 60,000 harassed Meo tribesmen who have been _—_ who need help to stay alive. More than half of 
lifetime of practical experience in helping the driven from their mountain homes by Commu- _ these refugees are Meo tribesmen who depend on 
miserable people our leaders euphemistically call nist Pathet Lao soldiers bent on conquering all of Pop Buell for sustenance. 
the “less fortunate” or “underdeveloped.” Laos. Most of these Meo refugees wander the Because of the war, it has been more than a 

Buell went to Laos in June, 1960, as a sixty- hills or settle in temporary villages in Xieng year since these Meo refugees have been able to 

dollar-a-month volunteer, an agricultural adviser © Khouang Province, bordering the famed Plaine _ stop in one place long enough to plant and har- 
for International Voluntary Service, a private des Jarres where one of the principal battles of the vest rice, their basic food. Normally in a war-torn 
Peace Corps which contracts the services of its  Laotiancivil warwasfought. Theyaresurrounded _—_ country such refugees would be herded into huge 
volunteers to various U.S. aid programs abroad. by hostile Communist and so-called neutralist .camps where they could be fed and clothed until 
He took this step after a deep personal tragedy, forces who are allied in battle against the royal they could return to their homes. But the Meo, a 
the death of his wife. In the vernacular of north- government. Every day thenoose ofenemytroops _ fiercely independent people, will not leave their 
eastern Indiana, and the farm where he spent closes a little tighter. beloved mountains, even though the hills are sur- 
most of his life, Buell explained what propelled The Warlike C Fire in La rounded and shot through with Communist 
him to Laos. “It ain’t so complicated. Maloreen BE WV ARIE CAS tre MEAS agents, Instead they wander in bands of up to 
and I was a team. When that one good horse got If you read the news of Southeast Asia regu- 2000 people, looking for places to settle. It is 
off the wagon, I couldn’t go on alone back home. _larly, you probably have the impression that there  Pop’s job to find these wandering bands, help 
But here, I don’t know why, I can go alone.” has been a cease-fire in Laos, that the country —_ them locate new village sites, and organize air 

As his words indicate, he is a gentle man, tem- has been in a more or less quiescent state pend- drops of rice and other essentials until they can 
pered by a life that has been both hard and good. _ing the negotiation of a more permanent peace _get on their feet. 
Physically he is wiry and tough, hardened bytwo _ based on formation of a neutral, coalition govern- To do this he spends 90 percent of his time liv- 
years of climbing up and down the mountains of | ment. The impression is misleading, particularly ing behind enemy lines. Sometimes, while trudg- 
Laos. If a word could describe his features, that in Xieng Khouang Province. For many months, ing along hidden jungle pathways in the roadless, 
word would be “homely”; it is a warm kind of long before the recent heavy fighting, there has uncharted mountains, he comes upon villages 
homeliness, underlined by alert, curious eyes, that been war every day. Men have been killed. Vil- never before visited by a white man. The lithe, 
draws other men to Edgar Buell and inspires con- —_ lages have been burned. People, mostly the un- _jungle-toughened people he meets on these trails 
fidence in people less fortunate than himself. comprehending but bitterly angry Meo, are tor- may be friend or enemy; Pop has no way of 

The Meo people with whom Buell works are —_ tured. Pop remembers the horrifying ordeal of | knowing. Any night while sleeping in a bamboo- 
among the least fortunate people in the world. _ one village which he visited just after the Pathet | and-thatch hut in the hills he may have to jump 
Fortune has not smiled on them at all. Even Lao had sacked it. up and plunge into the jungle to escape the Pathet 
without the recent war, which has torn them from “They wanted to set an example,” he explained. _Lao. Pop has learned to sleep with his clothes on. 
their land, they live at the absolute bedrock of | The memory of it made him wince. “So they took “Tt saves time,” he says. 
human existence. Their farmland is mostly verti- one of the wives of the village Nhi Khon (leader) 
cal, climbing up the sides of rugged mountains —_and stood her up in front of everybody. One of Pursued by Reds Before Dawn 
and cleared by slashing and burning the tangled the Communist soldiers took his gun and shot off In the past year he has had to make such pre- 
jungle which chokes it. After a few years of grow- _ one of her breasts, then the other. Then they left | dawn escapes five times. The most recent was 
ing hill rice, opium and vegetables in one spot, _her there to die.” three months ago. Pop was asleep in a Meo hut 
they pick up their meager possessions and move Pop and I saw another “example’’ while visit- __ when a scout burst through the low doorway and 
to another mountain to repeat the process. They ing some wounded Meo in a neat little hospital awakened him. 
live in grass-thatched, bamboo-walled huts. Vir- run by Filipino volunteers in Vientiane, the ad- “Pathet Lao are just down the hill,” the scout 
tually everything they have is handmade, mostly —_ ministrative capital of Laos. He was a boy about _ whispered. 

: from bamboo. nine years old, perhaps ten, although he was small He had barely spoken when the Communists 
A Meo woman is lucky if she survives child- and frail. Mercifully he was unconscious. He had _ opened fire. Pop rushed from hut to hut in the 

birth. She is luckier still if half of the children she been hit with shotgun pellets. The entire right side _ village, rounding up women and children. While 
bears survive childhood. And she can count her _ of his body was peppered with ugly little wounds. _a platoon of village guards—some of them firing 
blessings if she or her husband lives to be more “His father was a village leader,” Pop sighed. _flintlock muskets—held off the enemy attack, Pop ; 
than thirty-five years of age. If she knows Edgar = “‘When the Pathet Lao came, they shot the boyas _ hoisted a child onto his back and joined the vil- ; 
Buell or the legend of Edgar Buell whichis passed © an example. To the Meo, sons are more precious _ lagers on a trek down a path on the other side of 
from mouth to mouth and village to village in than anything.” The boy died a few days later. __ the hill. They spent all the next day hidden in the 
northern Laos, she probably thinks of him as To Pop Buell, the oppressed Meo people are _ jungle valley below, then climbed back up to the 
some kind of god. To the Meo, he is. his people, their villages his villages. He spends _ plundered village that night. 

ee aS a a most of his time living with them in beleaguered “Tt’s surprising how well you can see to walk on 
Pop” Means “Sent From Above Xieng Khouang Province, in the middle of the __ those trails in the moonlight,” Pop says. 

Buell’s name in Meo, the flattering sobriquet closing enemy noose. He has learned their lan- On another occasion, fleeing from a Pathet Lao 
of which he is more proud than any award or — guage, as well as Lao and Thai, which he also _ attack, Pop walked for eighteen hours with a baby 
honor he has received, has a godlike meaning. must use. He eats their food, sleeps in their huts, _ on his back. It was the rainy season and the trails 
The Meo call him Tan Pop. Tan means “mister.” _ doctors their sick, counsels their elders and keeps _ were slippery with greaselike mud. Some of the 
Pop, in Meo, means “‘sent from above.” To fel- _ flowing the relief supplies on which they depend. paths were almost vertical, and descending was 
low Americans in Laos he is simply Pop Buell, He works at the very end of the chain of U.S. aid. _ less a matter of walking than of skiing. 
with no spiritual overtones. But the legend of Pop Recently Mr. Pop was elevated from his low- “It wasn’t so bad,” he says. ““When you get ina 
Buell is passed around with awe in the American _ paid volunteer status to a higher-paying post as __ situation like that, you do what you have to. 
community too. Already Buell’s efforts have an employee of the Agency for International © Anybody would.” 
eclipsed the record of Dr. Tom Dooley, the young § Development, the Government agency which ad- In spite of his seemingly casual attitude, Buell 
St. Louis physician who established two jungle ministers American economic aid abroad. He worries about possible capture. Twice in the past 
hospitals in Laos before he died in 1961. works for a branch of AID called Rural Develop- year powerful Radio Hanoi, the Communist 
“Sometimes Pop puts the rest of us to shame,” ment which, in peaceful countries, assists in the propaganda voice which broadcasts from North 

said one of the men he works for. “He has more _ construction of rural roads, trainsruralcraftsmen Vietnam to all of Southeast Asia, has mentioned 
courage, more common sense and more human _and helps to improve agricultural conditions. In _ the “notorious, warmongering American imperi- 
compassion than any other man I have known.” —_Laos the warhas paralyzed virtually allthese AID _ alist, Tan Pop.” Buell has heard that the Com- 

Pop Buell’s job is an emotionally and physically functions. Instead, American AID workers have  munists have offered a $25,000 reward for his 
crushing one, on which hang the lives of 50,000 —_ had thrust upon them thousands of war refugees capture. He suspects that many of the villages in 
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aS which he works have been infiltrated by enemy —_a good place and Americans are good people. At 
i Si : agents. the same time I think I’m doing these people some 

i ~— “Of course I worry about it,” he says. “If I good.” 
| : didn’t there’d be something wrong with me, How much good he is doing was immediately 

s i. << : wouldn’t there? But I love these Meo people and —_ apparent. Lang Tien, more an area than a village, 
2 am I know that damned near every one of them loves _ is a cluster of hillside communities overlooking a 

4 . F ee me. I have to put all my faith in them because small plateau inside the ring of mountains. All 
— S —— oi: when I am up there with them I have very little told, 5000 people live in the area. Most of them 

- a i! he 2 ee contact with anybody else.” are Meo refugees, but about 1000 are Lao Thung, 
z= “ hgh Pop’s only contact with the outside world isa another of the many ethnic groups which inhabit 

wa «4 — © < tiny walkie-talkie radio with which he can con- _— Laos. The Lao Thung are friendly, but tend to be 
Ps = & ba | verse with the American-piloted drop planes lazy and more careless about cleanliness than the 

F ae Ww ie ° which occasionally fly in with relief supplies. | Meo. Many years ago they were slaves, and both 
% y ee 9 Sometimes a Helio-Courier, a big-winged, light . Laotians and Meo still tend to consider them as 

a plane capable of landing and taking off on 300- such. When anything is passed out, the Lao 
b ya a p foot strips, drops onto a dirtrunway hewnfroma Thung are the last to get a share, and it is rarely a 

gf mountainside by the Meo. When they are avail- _fair share. 

tally : » oe Le at Pica Orne From America, Provisions by Parachute 

4 3 The week I spent with Pop Buell in the moun- That afternoon a C-46, bearing salt, tools and 
cages tains of Xieng Khouang began witha hair-raising _fifty.sacks of rice, made a low pass over the pla- 
ee os Helio-Courier flight through the mist-shrouded —_ teau and dropped its cargo for the refugees. As 

a ~~ er mountains. We had been in Vientiane for almost _ the free-falling rice sacks and the parachute-borne 
ee ot a week, waiting for the fog to liftfrom the moun- _ tools dropped, Pop talked to the Nhi Khon of the 

ee a ee tains so we could get in to the village of Lang _ village. 
a Tien, about two days’ walk from the enemy-held “These supplies do not just drop out of the sky,” 

oe 7 Plaine des Jarres. When the fog thinned alittle we _he said in his mixed Meo and Lao. “They come 
Whenever he sees a child with eye disease. took off. Our pilot, Bob Smith, boosted the little from America because the Americans want to 

: : lane to 7000 feet to avoid ground fire as we flew help you. The supplies are given to the Laotian 
Pop stops to apply some American-made P : er é : 

F i ae over Pathet Lao territory. government, and the Laotian government gives 
ointment. Many of the children of this village “You get shot at every time you fly over here,” them to me to bring to you. They are for all of 
would go blind eventually if left untreated. Pop explained. “I came back in an airplane once = you and each man must get his fair share. We 

that picked up seventeen bullet holes in the wings. | consider a man a man, whether he is a Meo ora 
Amazing they didn’t hit anything that mattered.” | Lao Thung. He must get the same share.” - 

Smith, a civilian pilot working for Air America, The Nhi Khon, a progressive leader who prob- 
Pe er OE Fein the subsidiary of Civil Air Transport which flies ably did not require the lecture, nodded in agree- 

y A ee most of the civil and military air-drop missionsin | ment and withheld distribution of the supplies 
a: SA [Salen te, Laos, cut his altitude to duck under the clouds _until representatives of the Lao Thung village 
age > 7 em ee BIR ics which hugged the mountaintops of Xieng arrived to claim an equal share. 
ee =! ff teen Se Pues Khouang. From that moment on it was like a That night we were invited to the same Lao 
i 0 mm ce roller-coaster ride through a coal mine. Smith’s | Thung village for a celebration honoring Tan 
Bi Pi MG view of the mountains was limited to massive Pop. After a long trek along a Starlit jungle trail, 

os me shadows which lurked in the mist ahead of us. we climbed the ladderlike stairway into the hut 
ie ore = oe, E = But flying on a combination of instinct and inti- of the village chief. Proudly he boasted that he 

Oye is i) Vv, mate knowledge of territory he had covered many _ was seventy years old and had seven wives and 
Ee) pened times before, he snaked the little plane through __ thirty children. A half dozen children under five 
LA Seay ys narrow passes that left little more than thirty feet _ attested to his vigor. 

seen so oe US of maneuvering room on each wingtip, and across The Nhi Khon of Lang Tien, who accompanied 
nia Si eT J mountain plateaus from which trees rose so high _—us, wryly explained the mountaineer’s polygamy. 

isu oa pS a << I thought they would brush our undercarriage. “In this country, blankets are very dear,” the Nhi 
. | Rey OH - ee . Khon said, “so we have many wives to keep us 

See = RZ Bouncing Landing in Lang Tien warm.” For himself, said the Nhi Khon, he had 
‘ came ‘ bk SS Suddenly Pop pointed toward a cluster of only two. 
Meira ar | —— thatch-roofed huts nestled near a short dirt strip. Inside the hut, dimly lighted by flaming rags 

Sua A C Smith flipped the light plane into a steep turn, dipped in animal fat, we squatted around an 
: 2 ee NG Ril and a minute later we were bouncing along the _— earthenware urn filled to within an inch of the 

= L 2 a2 uneven runway. brim with a fermented rice mash. Protruding from 
SF a & q | “These pilots make a lot of money,” Pop said, the urn were long, thin bamboo rods, hollowed 

i ” e =| : “sometimes $3000 to $5000 a month if they flya to serve as straws. From these we sipped the sickly 
Se a Bae lot. But they ain’t got a very long life expectancy. sweet rice wine while the Nhi Khon, taking a cue 

e = o “= You got to take your hat off to them. They earn _— from Tan Pop, lectured the Lao Thung chief on | 
= a every cent they make.” the importance of planting garden seed and not 

I looked at Buell in wonderment. His own job __ relying entirely on the Americans to provide for 
- r involves more hazard and uncertainty than the his people. 

ec 2 work of the highly paid pilots, however great their “Tf you do not plant the seeds and care for the 

A onetime medical aide of Dr. Tom Dooley, a i she Heer TRareatte en ae ue wa oe eee mey one 
ain i¢ money or the hazards that matter, icKing FrOCKs instead of loot rom your fields, 

Chanh (left) helps Buell operate a ch ude hos- Pop explained. “If it was I would have quit long as cannot eat rocks.” 
| pital. A visiting U.S. Army guerrilla expert ago. I don’t have to work. I just want to get it Earlier Pop had opened dozens of cans of 
| gives advice as patients (background) wait. across to as many people asI canthat Americais  seeds—lettuce, cabbage, bean and several other 

| 3 | 

| 

| 
| 
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vegetables—and explained to the Nhi Khon that As we made the rounds through the village of | the Meo villages. Tucked away in the remote 
greens were important to the diet. Now the Nhi Sam Thong, about a day’s walk from Lang Tien, — mountains, the Meo were too hard to reach, and 
Khon was carrying the message tothe LaoThung, _a sobbing woman ran out of a hut from which the Laotians thought them unworthy of educa- 
as he would carry it next day to the other villages burst sounds of wailing and the clanging cymbals _ tion anyway. When Pop began working with the 
around the plateau. Pop knew that the message _ of the village medicine man. Inside we could see | mountain people, he immediately sought to cor- 
would be more effective if it came from the Nhi _ the wasted body of her husband. He had died of _rect the tragic oversight. As a graduate of a one- 
Khon than if he delivered it himself, because the _ tuberculosis that morning. The grieving widow ~ room country school in Steuben County, Indiana, 
Nhi Khon would be there to see that the garden _fell into Pop’s arms and sobbed on his shoulder. he had little awe for the complexities of modern 

work was done. From the look of mixed grief and hope in her _ education. But American officials in Vientiane 
“Working with these people is the same as work- _tear-filled eyes, I guessed she thought there was did. When he tried to get backing from them, he 

ing with my own people back in Steuben County, a chance Edgar Buell could bring the man back _ was told that schooling the Meo would be impos- 
Indiana,” he explained. “You got to take it slow _ to life. He patted her in that awkward way of a __ sible. There were no qualified teachers. “‘Hell,” 
and easy. Ain’t it the same? You don’t just barge — man who can do nothing, and we moved on. said Pop, “who needs qualified teachers? All I 
in and tell somebody you’re helping him. ou But Pop can and does help the sick. Although wanted to do was teach them to read and write.” 
take it easy, and you help him to help himself. he has no medical training, two years’ working 
That way it means something to him and it sticks _ largely on his own in Laos have given him a cram No School Bell Needed Here 
with him.” course in medical problems that would horrify In each refugee village, Pop knew, there were a 

The tribesmen’s conversation shifted to poli- most Americans. His first case was a native few tribesmen who had gone for a year or two to 
tics, and I asked Pop to translate for me. woman who was on the verge of a miscarriage. | Laotian schools and could read and write the lan- 
“They’re talking about the war,” hesaid.““There’s At the time, before the battle of the Plaine des | guage. Without bothering further to establish 

a lot they don’t understand. You've got torealize  Jarres, Pop and another IVS volunteer were formal U.S. educational aid to the Meo, Pop told 
that the whole world, for these people, is no big- | manning a lonely station at Lhat Houang, not __ leaders in each village to build a schoolhouse. 
ger than the distance they can walk. But they far from Xieng Khouang. They had a radio with © Then he scrounged writing pads, pencils and 
know more than you'd think they would.” which they could call any or all of the other chalk from everyone in Vientiane who owed him 

The Nhi Khon was talking now, obviously with | American detachments in Laos. Stumped by the _a favor. In villages where an educated Meo was 
great feeling, explaining something to Pop. I problem but unwilling to abandon the woman to _ available, Pop put him to work as a school- 
could see the wizened little Indiana farmer’s face _ the ineffective treatment of a medicine man, Pop — teacher. Then he spoke to the Laotian govern- 
grow taut with emotion as he turned to translate got on the radio and called Mary Jane St. Marie, ment’s minister of health and social welfare, a 
the Nhi Khon’s remarks to me. an American IVS nurse. man named Touby Lyfoung, who is a Meo him- 
“ll try to give you this exactly the way he said Step by step, Mary Jane explained the process __ self and is often called King of the Meo. Touby 

it to me,” said Pop. “Here it is: “Before the trou- _ of miscarriage to the Indiana farmer.“Hewouldn’t provided the missing teachers. At present Pop’s 
ble came, the Meo people did not need help. _ understand medical terms,” Mary Jane said, “so _ school system includes twenty-nine one-room, 
When the trouble came, we heard about the I gave it to him in good, basic farm language.” _— dirt-floored schools. Belatedly the Americans 
Thing.’ (He’s got a picture of the United States At the end of the conversation, in which she _ now offer Pop all the support he needs. 
and the United Nations all wrapped up in one _ also told Pop how to deliver a baby, and what to “Sure, the Communists will take over these 
big, good ball which he calls the Thing.) ‘Until _do to try to prevent the miscarriage, other radio _ schools one of these days, but I don’t think the 
the Others (North Vietnamese Communists) operators in remote regions of Laos broke in. _ people will forget who put them there in the first 
came, we could have beaten the Pathet Lao with “Thanks, Mary Jane, and you too, Pop,”’saidone _ place,” Pop says. “They might get only six 
our muskets and crossbows. But we kept on _ of them. “I think I’ve got a case like that up here © months of schooling before the Communists 
fighting them and we thought we were fighting and I’ve been wondering what to do about it.” come, but I don’t care. There’s no telling what 
for the Thing. We were told thai the Thing As it turned out, Pop managed to prevent the _ they might pick up in six months, and it’s sure 
would come to help us. But so far the Thing miscarriage. The baby was born a few months _ better than nothing. These kids come to learn. 
has not been much help. Now we wonder if the later. Pop and I visited the mother and her They don’t need no school bell. They’re in there 
Thing will move us to another country where healthy eighteen-month-old son last April. He when the teacher arrives.” : 
we can live in peace. Will it?’” picked the child up and said, “Little boy, you There is much more to say about Pop Buell: : 

: make it all seem worthwhile.” about the love and fulfillment and tragedy of his 
An Unanswered Question . ces life in America; about how he came to Laos; 

Pop paused and I saw that a tear was running Buell the Makeshift Physician about his heroic efforts there, often under enemy 
down one of his cheeks. “You answer him,” he Although he says that he has lost count, Pop _ fire and in the face of unbelievable hardships. 
said quietly. “I can’t. That’s what I thought the estimates he has delivered about thirty babies | Some of these adventures I will recount in a fur- 
Thing was for too.” since that first case. Whenever he goes into the _ ther report next week. But for now, listen to one 

Knowing U.S. policy in Laos, the drive fora | mountains, he carries a well-stocked medicine kit more remark from Pop Buell in Laos. On our last 
neutral coalition government which seems certain for treatment of minor infections and ailments, day in the mountains of Xieng Khouang, as we 
in the long run to hand the entire country andthe _ but it usually runs dry before his village-hopping | were waiting for a plane to take us back to 
Meo as well over to the Communists, I couldn’t _ tour is over. In one village a man who had acci- _—- Vientiane, I asked Pop why he stayed on, know- 
answer him either. dentally rammed a sharpened bamboo stake into _ing that unless the United States changes its policy 

During the six days that followed, we visited a his eyebrow, opening a gaping wound, cametous in Laos the Communists are bound to take over. 
half dozen more villages, some by foot, some by _ for help. Pop grabbed my only bottle of whisky “You’ve got to have something to keep you f 
air. In each of them, Edgar Buell, retired Indiana _and poured it on the slash. “Ain’t got any disin- going,” he replied. “The Communists probably | 
farmer of meager education but great naturalin- _fectant, but this will do,” he chuckled as he closed _ will take over soon. But everything turns in time, 
telligence and wisdom, was welcomed as Tan and dressed the wound. and it will turn again here someday. It may be ten 
Pop, the near god. In each village Pop made it a In each of the villages Pop was constantly sur- _-years or fifty years, but when that day comes 
point, almost upon arrival, to walk to every hut rounded by small children. At our first stopI saw __ these people are still going to remember Tan Pop. i 
and either step in or peer in to utter a few words _—_ why. From his battered suitcase he drew a huge _—‘ That’s the only thing that keeps me going. No i 
of encouragement to the wives, tending their bag of hard candy. He made sure that each child _—_ man is big enough or brave enough to work like | 
cooking fires on the hard dirt floors. in each village got at least one piece. this without some kind of purpose. I’m sowing 
“ve still got enough American in me to show a The children had another reason for being seeds that, by God, someday is going to grow.” 

lot of respect for motherhood,” he explained. _ drawn to the little American. All of them recog- 
“Besides, they ain’t got a very good life. A few nize him as the man who brought education to 
kind words does them a lot of good.” the Meo. In years past there were no schools in 
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3 SS  . Set 
a t dawn one morning last April I Pop was first swept into the maelstrom 

B k A was stumbling sleepily down a _ of war in Laos, he has performed tasks 
a jungle path behind enemy linesin which to the Meo, and to many Amer- 

a il cS F| - the mountains of northern Laos. Walking __ icans as well, seemed superhuman. 
aa ag a jauntily ahead of me, humming what At times the job has been not only 

- sounded like When the Saints Go March- _ risky but expensive too. Buell, working as 
ing In, was Edgar Buell, the retired In- a sixty-dollar-a-month volunteer, was 

3 on diana farmer whose work has made the _ stationed at the village of Lhat Houang 
ae " difference between life and starvation for along with another International Volun- 

4 aa2 oe ie 50,000 to 60,000 primitive Meo tribesmen. tary Service adviser named Dick Bow- 
4 L = Ignoring his happy mood, I mumbled man, now with the Peace Corps in Wash- 

ee 3 bi something about the long days we had __ ington. They had two helpers, a young 
oe — been putting in: upat dawn, a four-to-six- multilingual Meo named Chung, and an 
Pee mile hike on an empty stomach, time out equally adept Chinese boy named Tsieng. 

5 5 - to care for the sick in remote mountain In late 1960, war around the Laotian 
Pop inspects a village school that was built by villages, visits to village gardens and administrative capital of Vientiane, and 
Meos from plans that he supplied. Doubting opium fields, and interminable nighttime __ in the city of Vientiane itself, had totally 

U.S. officials at first warned Buell that such conferences with village ae cirupied ae ve mission thee, go tbe 
A ape > “Most folks look on eight hours as a uell’s isolated outpost was left without schools were impractical; he wasn’t deterred. good day's work,” said Buell; smiling. “I supplies. 

was always of the opinion that I ought 

to do a little bit extra after I've done my They Refused to Flee 
day’s work. It’s that little bit that sells 

Tra ey Legos America.” Normally an American caught on such 
ae he eh” Fe Bs cel z Buell has done more than a “little bit a limb would call for a last-ditch evacu- 
Ca S A Pe ae extra.” Since moving to Laos two years ation plane and get out. But Pop and s 

mee tA pe Pf ites ago he has organized and personally kept 1 Bowman decided to stay. They were busy : 

7 eA ( : ie cos ya c Mees going a $1,500,000 relief program for the _ training carpenters to build a dormitory rE 
eee mow fae Gee ay ae benefit of the thousands of Meo refugees _ for a school at Lhat Houang, giving agri- 

Bs ab eee ae EO who have been driven from their land by cultural advice and- helping to care for 
Pe oh cs en ee aac te Communist Pathet Lao soldiers. Al- the sick in smaller villages in the area. 

pe bee i, pana Big ees 3 though he has the active and hearty sup- But without a weekly supply plane to 
3 a pia Se oars ig port of the Laotian government, the bring food and other essentials, they 

ed OC Ree, sho Ws U.S. Agency for International Develop- had no means of support. 
eee E Sia Cy eae 3 ment for which he works, and many After searching around, Pop found a 

, aa sae eee aye friendly Americans, Laotians, Thais and place in the nearby town of Xieng 
S J Pe ee ee ag a Filipinos, the job of getting the supplies  Khouang where he could cash his per- 
¥ rN me fie: ee is > to the homeless, hungry Meo has been sonal checks on the Edon State Bank of 

Sats * ceo +, eof : largely his alone. To accomplish it he Edon, Ohio, just across the border from 
ae E ri 7a . es spends most of his time living with the Pop’s home farm in Steuben County, 

3 re ys if 4 = Meo under primitive and dangerous con- _ Indiana. For two months Buell personally 
ON fra oe a e. ditions. He has been shot at, run out of financed the U.S. aid program in Xieng 
BPs oi iam ri 1 villages by attacking Communist troops, Khouang Province, drawing from his 

y od and exposed to a variety of diseases which own retirement fund in the Edon Bank. 
eli ee run the gamut from amoebic dysentery to “IT don’t know exactly how much I 

SS £ ‘ : leprosy. Radio Hanoi, the powerful spent in those two months,” he says, “but 
—s ae ne. Tee Communist propaganda voice of South- counting that and other things I’ve bought 
ead ne - ‘ eee east Asia, has twice broadcast a lookout to give to the Meo people, I’ve used up 

a - = am a jut for him, and he has been told that the about $7000 of my own money out here. 
Z * * ae aetna Communists have offered a $25,000 re- I don’t expect to get any of it back, but 

rN Sere i : we 2 > ag ward for his capture. neither do I expect to spend any more. I 
= we pe dae kd bi ais can’t afford it.” 

me nee ro =e A ndary Fi Although Pop and Bowman felt secure, 
£.” pyre y a nee Lege y Figure it was a tenuous kind of security. The 

e aims Ps = ae potty es To the Meo people, among whom he area was thoroughly covered by Com- 
re a ge has become a legendary figure, Buell is munist Pathet Lao guerrilla forces, and 

known as Tan Pop, which translates as they often came uncomfortably close. 
Wary of ever-present Communist guerrillas, “Mister Sent From Above.” It is a god- One night, after administering penicillin 
jungle-wise tribesmen escort Buell to his next like nae for Sue the iso consis e a eae ee Preamnone ina village 

ee a godlike man, and with good reason. about fifteen miles from Lhat Houang, 
mercy stop. The Reds brand Buell a “war- Since’ the mll/of the famen (Paine dé _ Voo'and Chitig were xerinine by tere 
monger” and offer $25,000 for his capture. Jarres a year and a half ago, when Mister to their quarters. Suddenly a barrage 

\ 
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of small-arms fire erupted from the thick Laotian health minister Touby, himself acts when he arrives in a village is to t 
jungle beside the crude road. a Meo. “He is the only man who can go inquire about escape trails in case the t 

“They kept it up for about two min- to them ahd find out their needs.” Pathet Lao come. “If things get too hot, I 
utes,” Pop recalls, “but the best they Like a Johnny Appleseed of democ- I want to know which way to run.” 
could do was blow out one tire of the racy, Mister Pop wanders from village to We were talking about the possibilities 

Jeep. They was either lousy shots or they village in the mountains distributing gar- of capture one night when Pop looked up 

was just trying to scare us. Anyway, we den seeds and other supplies to help the at me. “If you ever hear that I’m missing ; 
walked the rest of the way home.” resettled Meo get back on their feet. out here, just don’t give up on me. In a j 

The Plaine des Jarres fell on New “TI try to give them things that they year and a half I’ve learned this country 

Year’s Eve, 1960, and with it went Lhat can do something with themselves,” he pretty well. I know these people and I 
Houang. Three days before, Pop, whose says. “Their main diet is rice, and I have know they'll take care of me. It might take 
medical training consisted of nothing to give them all of that because the Com- me six months, but any time it’s neces- 
more than the delivery of calves on his munists haven’t let them stay in one sary I know that I can walk out of these | 
Indiana farm, was called to attend a na- place long enough to harvest a rice crop, mountains all the way to Thailand with- 
tive woman in labor. By that time, with so U.S. aid has to air-drop all of that to out getting caught. You just cross your i 
the instruction of an American nurse who them. But for the rest of the stuff, like fingers and wait. I'll show up in better 
also worked for IVS, he had presided vegetable gardens, I just help them to shape than I was when I left.” : 
over several deliveries, so he was not help themselves. It’s just like back home. Before he came to Laos in June, 1960, 
alarmed. When he arrived in the village When you sell a man something, hope Pop Buell had a rewarding but sometimes 
he found the woman dead, She had been that he makes a profit on it when he sells. hard life in Indiana. His mother and 
in labor for twenty-eight hours. But That way he'll be back for more.” father, Clara and Elson Buell, were 

listening with a stethoscope, he could farmers in Steuben County, and they 
hear the baby’s heartbeat. The Ancient Age of 49 helped all five of their sons, and their 

“T got the baby out and dipped her in daughters as well, to become farmers. The 
cold water, then warm water, like they During the week that I accompanied elder Mrs. Buell, now seventy-two, and 
did me when I was born. She was breath- Pop Buell on a tour of mountain villages, her husband, seventy-six, are still some- 
ing OK, but she died later and I felt T began to understand his near-divine what puzzled over the impulse that took 

terrible. Losing a mother and a baby like status with the Meo. One reason is his their son to faraway Laos. “I just hope 

that, I thought those people would never age. At forty-nine, which is barely mid- he takes care of himself,” says Mrs. Buell. 
trust me again. I laid up all night worry- dle-aged by American standards, he is an “When he was little, | had to make hima 
ing about it and wondering what I could ancient to the Meo. They cannot under- bright red sunbonnet so we wouldn’t lose 

have done. The next morning some of the stand how a grandfather can be ramrod him in the cornfield. But he was capable. 
men from the village come to my door, straight and tough enough to climb Even when he was just five years old he 

: and for a minute I thought they was after mountain trails night and day with even was a good onion weeder.” 
me. But they had come to invite me to a the most stalwart tribesmen, Another “The reason Edgar Buell can get along 
breakfast in my honor, because they knew reason is his almost limitless self-control. so well over there in Laos,” says Merritt 
l had tried.” “I get mad as hell sometimes,” Pop Boyer, one of his former high-school 

On New Year’s Eve he was returning says, “but I figure if I’m going to get along teachers and a longtime friend, “‘is this: 

with Chung from the funeral of the’ with them I’ve got to hold it back, so I do. From the time he was a little devil on up, 
mother and child when he met Dick Aud I never cuss, either to them or at when his dad told him to do something, 
Bowman and Tsieng, heading hell-bent them. I don’t care if a man don’t speak he did it regardless of how hard it was. 
for the Plaine des Jarres airport. Enemy your language, he knows when you're If he didn’t have any tools to do the job 
troops were closing in, they said, and the cussing and it hurts him.” with, he found a way to do it anyway.” 
evacuation plane was waiting for them. As we sat down to dinner in the hut of 

“Hell,” said Pop, “I got to go to Lhat a village chief one night, Pop looked up is sy, iti 
Houang and see ‘iv clothes.” With from the strange variety of food on the Will Rogers's Young Disciple 
Chung beside him, Pop raced to his house table and told our host that his food was Asa youngster Pop Buell was active in 
in Lhat Houang. As they entered the very good. It was the same, Pop said, as the Future Farmers of America. When 
front yard they saw dozens of enemy sol- the food we eat in America. The only he was sixteen he won a free trip to an 

diers in the back, Turning around, they similarity I could see was that some of it F.F.A. convention in St. Louis. There, 
raced away in a hail of bullets. A few was cooked. On the table before us were for keeping the best dairy records, he 
hours later they took off in an evacuation intestines of water buffalo, a plate of raw won another prize: a week with a dozen 

plane. As they looked down, they could pork blood, a variety of pale broths, some other boys on the Will Rogers ranch at 
see enemy troops digging gun emplace- unidentifiable yegetables and a murky Claremore, Oklahoma. For years there- 

ments at the end of the runway. bottle of Nom Saly, a two-week-old corn after he emulated the great humorist, and 
John Tobler, then director of the U.S. whisky which tastes as if it contains used today he still shows traces of Rogers's 

aid program in Laos, wrote Pop a com- innersoles. While Pop ate with gusto and influence in his healthy disdain for 
mendation, the highest award he could 1 tried to imitate him, the chief happily stuffiness and government red tape. “I 
give a volunteer worker. “In the face of repeated Pop’s praise to some other vil- read everything Will Rogers ever wrote,” 
great personal danger . . . your effective lagers. He was proud that his food was says Pop, “and when he was on the radio 
and intelligent handling of an extremely like that in America. I listened to every broadcast. I rate my 
difficult situation materially contributed In countless little ways Pop has made favorite Americans like this: Franklin 
not only to the achievement of project himself one of the Meo, and they wel- Delano Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln and 
objectives but also to the effectivestrength- come him as such. Other Americans Will Rogers. I hate to put a Republican 
ening of the United States position. . . .” would take cases of C-rations to supple- in that group, but hell, Lincoln was a 

ment a not-always-palatable native diet; rural boy and he was everything every 

Pop Lost Thirty Pounds Pop never brings so much as a can of other American ought to aspire to be.” 
beans. ‘Just as soon as I opened a can,” As Democrats in an overwhelmingly 

During that period Pop’s weight he explains, “I'd be setting myself apart Republican section of Indiana, the Buells 

dropped from 135 to 105 pounds. He was from the people, and it just wouldn’t be were well-known, if politically isolated. 
exhausted. But after a brief recuperation the same anymore.” His only concessions When Paul V. McNutt ran for governor 
in Bangkok he plunged into the urgent to civilized living are frequent baths in in 1932, the silver-haired politician came 
new job of saving the Meo refugees. Pop mountain streams. “I’m trying to teach into Steuben County on a stumping tour. 
began the dangerous and wearying task of these people to stay clean because dirt Edgar Buell, as the leading young Demo- 
rounding up wandering bands of refugees, causes a lot of the disease up here.” crat in a county otherwise barren of | 
settling them in new villages behind The Meo people know that theirs is not McNutt supporters, was given the job 
enemy lines, and organizing air drops of a safe and placid country. Many of them of introducing the would-be governor at 
rice and other supplies to keep them have been shot, some of them tortured, an outdoor hoedown and barbecue. 
alive. Having learned the Lao language and almost all of the refugees have been “Some of us got to drinking before the 
in order to work more effectively at Lhat chased by Communist troops. The fact speechmaking and things was getting 
Houang, he began studying Meo so that that an American would live their life pretty wild,” Buell recalls, “but somehow 
he would not have to take an interpreter and share their peril has made a deep im- I managed to get up and make an intro- 
on his long treks through the mountains. pression and has created a bond that is duction speech. 

Pop now speaks Lao, Meo and Thai, far stronger than if Pop had been born “Five minutes later I couldn’t remem- 
none of them perfectly, but all well enough among the Meo. ber what I said, but after Mr. McNutt 
to get along without help. To them he seems fearless—“But I got through talking he came up to me 
“Now Tan Pop has traveled much and got just as big a yellow streak as any and thanked me for the nice introduc- 

is known by all of my people,” says other man,” he says. Among Pop’s first tion. Then he looked at me real straight 
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and said, ‘Mr. Buell, just remember. Al- he got up enough money, he wouldcome _ would drive down to Fort Wayne to sit swept the royal government out of most. 

ways be an adult.’ I never forgot that.” home and give the girl her wages.” with her until she fell asleep. One night of northwest Laos, and the effect of this 
All of the Buells were, and still are, When the war came, Buell was afterhehadbeeninherroomonlyashort move on the rest of the country is still un- 

known for their unbending honesty; Ed- naturally draft-exempt as a farmer. ‘““He while, Maloreen looked up at Edgar certain. Pop and his beloved Meo tribes- 
gar was no exception. But in 1936, after had enough land and livestock to keep and said, “I’m sleepy. You’d better go men are in the northeast and thus were 
marrying his high-school sweetheart and _ three men out of the Army,” saidaneigh- home now.” not directly involved in the recent Laos 
starting to carve out a meager life on a _ bor. He also had a number of extracur- “She usually wanted me to stay until battles. But further Communist victories 
partially arable farm, he decided to break _ricular jobs, among them the assistant nine o’clock, and it was only seven,” could so isolate the Meo that Pop would 
the pattern. It was December. With chairmanship of the county Alcoholic Buell recalls. have to get out. Even if a solution is found 

Christmas coming, the newlywed Buells | Beverage Board and a post on the Agri- As Buell said good night from the in the much-sought coalition of neutrals, 
had no money for presents. Edgar de- culture Department’s Corn Loan Board. hospital-room door, Maloreen smiled Communists and the royal government, 
cided to go to the bank in Edon and bor- Technically, a draft-exempt farmer was and called, “Good-bye, Edgar.” most Americans on the scene predict that 
row fifty dollars. “‘I’ll tell them it’s fora not supposed to do other work, and “She never said ‘good-bye’ to me be- within a few months the Communists 
new calf,” he said to his wife, Mattie someone complained about Edgar’s fore,” he recalls. would control all of Laos. It is unlikely 
Lorene. “They’d never let me have the extra jobs. “To hell with them,” Edgar By the time Edgar had driven the forty that they would want Mister Pop around 
money for Christmas presents, but they'll said, and went to the draft board to ask _ miles to Steuben County, the doctor had “‘selling America.” Thus Buell’s heroic 
give it to me for a calf.” for induction. He failed his physical ex- telephoned. Maloreen was dead. efforts may be frustrated. But, as he told 

“You never lied before, Edgar,” said amination because of poor eyesight. De- Buell tried to go it alone on the farm. me one day in the mountains, “I’m sow- 
his wife, ‘and nothing good can come termined to go anyway, he got new Howard was away fora two-year tour in ing seeds that, by God, someday is going 

from lying now, even if it is for Christ- glasses. A few months later he wasacor- the Army. Harriet was working in to grow.” 

mas.” poral in the horse cavalry, helping to Columbus, Ohio. It was a dismal life. 
train recruits at Fort Riley, Kansas. He  Over-solicitous friends and relatives kept The Most Effective American 

Buell Blurts the Truth did not get overseas. At war’send he was popping in. And a few widows began 
a supply sergeant at Fort Knox. calling regularly, with obvious designs. Other Americans also are sowing the 

Undeterred, Buell went to the bank. The war years and postwar years were One day a former Alcoholic Beverage seeds of democracy overseas, but in many 
Art Mauerhan, now executive vice presi- good ones for agriculture, and Buell’s Board colleague drove into the farmyard _ travels to almost every part of the world 

dent of the Edon State Bank, remembers farm grew and prospered. From a start and showed Edgar an advertisement for 1 have never seen one who did it so ef- 
the awkward young farmer stammeringas of 142 partially arable acres, his holding International Voluntary Serviceinafarm  fectively as Mister Pop. I told him one 
if he couldn’t decide what to say. Finally expanded to a productive 249-acre farm. magazine. 1VS needed experienced farm- day that men with such a combination of 

Edgar blurted: Together with Maloreen he poked into ers, preferably college graduates, to lead _ simplicity, intelligence and guts are rare. 
“Mr. Mauerhan, I come in here to tell _ every civic activity in the county that was __its young volunteers overseas. Fora year He was embarrassed. “I ain’t unusual,” 

you I needed fifty dollars for a new calf, open to them. While Edgar worked with he corresponded with IVS headquarters he said. “If you look around I think you 
but that ain’t true. I need to borrow the 4-H clubs and coached Little League in Washington, sending applications, — will find at least one Edgar Buell in every 

= money so we can have Christmas.” baseball, Maloreen looked far and wide character references and pleas that the rural county in America.” 
He got the fifty dollars anda top credit for people who needed a helping hand. college requirements be waived in his When I left Mister Pop in Laos, he was 

rating, which still stands at the Edon “If she heard about a sick old lady who case. “Finally I squeezed my whole life getting his garden seeds and supplies 
Bank. needed her house redecorated,” says an down into a two-page letter and they ac- __ ready for a ten-day trek through moun- 
Home with his wife, whosename Edgar old friend, Mrs. Jesse Ketzenberger, cepted me,” he says. Howard was back tains which, theoretically at least, are 

and everyone else contracted to ““Malor- ‘“‘she’d drop her own work and go over from the Army and had married Bonnie. held by Communist forces. Pilots had re- 

een,” Christmas plans progressed hap- and hang the lady’s wallpaper herself. 1 He was eager to take over his father’s ported seeing large bands of Meo 
pily until the two suddenly thought of a  wouldn’t run down Edgar, but Maloreen _farm. “I was ready to retire from farming _ refugees wandering the jungle trails in the 
tenant farmer, Rollie Fraley, who lived was twice the person he is, and he would anyway,” says Pop, ‘“‘so I turned it all area, and Pop was on his way to find them 

with his wife and six children in a small _ be the first to agree.” over to Howard.” A month later, Buell and help them if he could. He had never 
shack on one corner of their farm. The was in Laos, a country whose name he _ been in the area before and had no way 
Fraleys, who had just migrated to In- Love in Another Wrapper had never heard before. of knowing whether his reception would 
diana from Kentucky, were dirt-poor. In a way, he treats Laos just as if it _ be friendly or final. Just as I began writ- 
They planned to have no Christmas at all. The marriage was a perfect one, says were Steuben County, only bigger. Like ing this report, I received a letter from 

With half of their fifty dollars, Edgar Edgar, “but we used to argue. Anybody _ farmers everywhere, his favorite off-duty him, written from a tiny village which 
and Maloreen played Santa Claus to the who says he don’t argue with his wife is _ pastime is “going visiting.” He calls on he described as being “real close to the 
Fraley children. either lying or there’s something wrong Health Minister Touby, an exalted enemy.” 

Every Christmas after that bleak one, with him.” Not surprisingly, the argu- Laotian-government figure, with the “For the first time since I can remem- 
Edgar Buell dressed up in a Santa Claus ment usually concerned how to raise samesimple,straightforwardapproachhe _ ber,” he wrote, “I came off from Vien- 
suit and brought toys to country children Howard and Harriet. Edgar, accustomed would make to Jake Fifer, who lives  tiane without my medicine kit. 
who otherwise would have received none. to the Spartan ways of his own father, down the road a piece from Pop’s farm “Was greeted here by a family who 
By 1957 the list of children had swelled bridled at Maloreen’s easygoing way in Indiana. Col. Vang Phao, the onetime _ were the victims of a hand grenade, a sad 
to include dozens whose parents also with the children. “I thought she was too French Army sergeant who leads a tough _ sight. I got two young girls patched up by 
bought them presents but who waited lenient,” he says, “but after a while I and well-trained force of Meo guerrillas using what we had here, and put the fa- 
for Santa Claus nonetheless. All over learned she was right. She just put her in North Laos, shares the same cama- _ ther in the Helio-Courier and sent him to 
Steuben County today you can find chil- love out different than I was used to. She _raderie with the Indiana farmer as do O.B. (the Operation Brotherhood hos- 
dren and adults who remember Uncle just wrapped them up in it.” (Today Pop’s brothers back on the farm. When pital run by Filipino volunteers under 

Edgar’s words each Christmas: ‘“‘May  Buell’s twenty-five-year-old son Howard, the two sit in the courtyard of Vang sponsorship of the Manila and Vientiane 
the good Lord be justa littlegood to you.” whose wife Bonnie expects a child this  Phao’s house, swinging their crossed legs junior chambers of commerce). The 

Thé early years on the farm were hard summer, operates his father’s farm. Har- and laughing at each other's sallies, it worst one (of the girls) I took to a house, 
ones. Although the Buellshad two healthy _riet, now twenty-four, has one son and _ sounds almost as if they were a pair of washed and bandaged, and put her to 
children, Howard and Harriet, Maloreen _ expects another childsoon. Her husband, Indiana farmers gossiping about a neigh- sleep. A little boy is not too bad. If the 
suffered complications after the birth of Wesley Gettys, teaches high school in  bor’snewsilo. Youcan almost hear them _ girl is still alive and if a Helio can get in 
the second child and was bedridden for Somerset, Ohio.) utter an occasional “By golly,” in Meo. here, she will go to O.B. tomorrow. 
months. “They had to have a hired girl,” In 1958 tragedy struck. Maloreen To the relief of Vang Phao and every- “J have just ate again and am about 
recalls Forrest, “and poor Edgar didn’t developed a mysterious malady which one else with whom Pop works, he has ready for bed. Was you ever deep in the 

have any money to pay her. But he had __ doctors were unable to diagnose. For six signed up for another two years in jungle at night, locusts chattering, plus 
a good vegetable garden. Every Saturday months she grew weaker. Hospitalized in Laos. “I couldn’tleave these peoplenow,” some kind of hunting bird, a mortar shell 
before it was time to pay the girl, Edgar Fort Wayne, about forty miles from the __he says. Tragically, events in Laos since (exploding) now and then, plus cold and 

would pile a truck full of produce and Buell farm in Steuben County, she ap- my visit may force Pop to leave them. At dark? That is this place tonight. I believe 
drive all over the area peddling it. When _ peared to be improving. Every night Pop this writing, Communist troops have I will leave my shoes on.” THE END 
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Field Report 

TO t Mr, Elliott 

2 April 19, 1962 

After 3 days getting supplies ready to take with me, as well as ta 

be ropped vhile I am gene and spending most of last night with net only 

a good friend, but a man whe has been great to work.with and helped our 

ergenization much in helping us get planes and on many occasions used his 

: planes tc crop for us. It only shows, we are in a country if we want to 

get a job done and well, we can’t work alone. 

Up at 6, at the airport little after 7, did no’ get off as expected, 

but was orf by 10, With me I took seeds, medicine kits, school supplies and 

a Wpply o: groceries such as co’fee, sugar, candles, flash light batteries 

and a little spirts, this is he way I pay for my lois. You can buy chickens 

or a pig occasional for on the table, but don't offcr kip. 

By 11:30 I landed at Long Tieng, was mot by the Chicf, after some 

handshaking, we all had coffee, which they had been out of for some time. 

The people here are deing & great job, not only in building, but 

carrying for themselves, no medic, but with the simple drugs, we furnish, 

don't have taomuch ginckness. Also have come up with a gedd school 150 children 

attending, 75 in morning 75 afterncon. : ss 

. Sut the thing thet has come se far, and being just a dirt farmer ayself, 

it is close to my heart and that is the unbelievable job these meo has done 

. in low) land farming as they knew only how to work in hills. — 

jalt Coward started this project some 6 mos, ogo. by daeming up a 

little stream, on @ piece of ground about 406 ft. square. Then he was called 

home, T cantFto continue, It has now increased to app. 5 acres, under 

irrigation, an! vegetables and corn that would make any USOM technician proud. 

I walked the whele area gave a few more now ideas. Other than te 

weite a big report, I have differently diviced to invite Mr, MacQueen, Mr. 

Lewis who hove expressed desires to come, Also would like Mr, Houmpheng and 

Mr. Elliot’ to come and look, and then they could go back and tell what they 

schual saw. They will not only see agri, but the building of a refugee village 

3a0 distribution. i



ae New 

-2- 

Spent the rest of the day, drawing maps of locations of nearby 

villages. After a very fine Meo supper; under the guidance of a beautiful 

- Mountsin moon, by which you could have easily read a newspaper, we welked to 

the Lao Theung village, to spend 3 er 4 hours around a native fire, consuming 

what is known as Lau Hay. I am sorry I can't explain such an evening to you, 

You have te be there to know and enjoy. ; 

April 20. 
4 Up at 6, had many people waiting on me, with sore cyes, ear aches 

and the usual, took somepictures for them, as I set herefexiting, I would say 

there is 50 people watching. Seon will be time for breakfast which is usually 

at 10, then we will walk the village, which takes about 4 hrs, 

Had a fine breakfast, went to visit the school. They have really did 

a fine job. I gave them pencils, cha&k, writing pads, Maps and picutres USIS 

gave me, 

Returned to the village, a Helio came about 2:30. I was not quite 

- finished, but it gave me a way to get to Sam Thong. 

‘I have went to the school here, they have built one of one better 

schools, I have the supplies here, but we need a teacher, They are also build- 

ing a good hospital, which I think we should help support. 

Now I am setting here at a table. Col, Vang Pao on one sice and the 

Chicf from Ban Na on the other. They are getting ready for a big feed. As 

you know we have an American team here. The Medic saved the lives of 2 people 

' the Last 2 days and the feed is for this. 

Tt is caining hard and very dark. 

: April 21 : . . 

The feast last night ran into the night and hac all the native trimmings, 

I wound up sleeping on the ground, parachute for a mattress and also for a 

cover, My enly trouble was as usually these people hed me up before day light.
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I have spent the wholeferning vewing gardens, one month ago, I really 

beared down on these people te go to farming, and I can't believe what they 

“| have done in a short time, they need mome seeds, These people have been run 

so much, they had about give up. I hepe they get a harvest. 

At about 10:30 Col, Vang Pae, and myself left for Pha Khao. 

ij It is hard to believe, less than 10 months,ago, I was the first American 

4 in here, all there was was the old Pha Khao village, which consisted o: ebout 
: ae 

‘| 20 houses. Now we have some 800 houses and ever 7000 people. 

i \ I haven't been here to spend any time .or about 3 mos, The people 

‘had thought U.OM and’Mr. Pop kad forget them. 

I locked the Hospital over, this is relly a USGM Hospital, 20 beds, 

operated by a Lao Medic, employed by IVS, There cannot be enough soil, about 

the work this boy is doing, he had had three years experience in Vientiane, 

plus nearly a year with Dr, Tom Deoley. I do all I can to help, with milk, 

food for Millions, blankets dishes, «tc... 

I just got started to walk the village, when I was called to go to 

Pha “he, which is about 50 mins, by Chopper. I wili report on this later. 

Returned at 42:30, went to the house of the Nai Kong. Got the figures 

on population : x 

5160 feed compl-tely here ; 

' 1716 fved partially. 

; “ft aia going to put in 50 cases dricd milk, 2lso drop « 47 plane load 

of Bulgar wheat for a trial. . 

They need other things, but because at present we only have small 

quantitics of supplies Lift. We will wait till our new shipment comes in and . 

irop enouch for all at one, So as not to cause a distribution problem. 

HL TEN RBS MD kK XE XT 
One of tne big neecis is cooking fat. : 

I will now retire for the night, in whet is known as the USOM house,
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April 22, 

Up at 6 had @ cup o: native coffee and bowl of rice, As I had promised 

- the Nhi Khoa to meet him at 7:30, about 4 hrs. walk away I was soon on py 

way. In Pha Khao I know many people from the old Plain des Jarree days. 

Makes it hard to get any where fast as you must stop and talk. After reach— 

ing the Chief's hut, eating a little more, took pictures of his children, 

to send dalter Goward he alse wrote Walt a letter, This boy certainly done 

a great job, : 

We walked the complete village, it teok us 5 hrs, There is some 

hardship out not at all bad. I have seen many places so much worse, 

They new have 5 class-rooms at ths school, capable of 300 children, 

neecdl more supplies and another teacher. I visited the olc Deng Don and Pook 

a Bo villoges, which are Christian villages, always many letters and questions 

te coke back to Mr, Andrianoff, 

Back te my hut, thinking I would take Sun. afternoon off, got my shocs 

orf and layec’ dem, when in comes the Helio to move "Pep" to Mueng Mock. 

Arrived here 1 hr. later. . 

i was brought hers to do something that I most know and am very 

happy to do. Starting tomerrow, we will have a class of 15 students Grom many 

places, all wko can read and write Lao. : 

: My part is to show and teabh them simple ways o° Agri. that may 

improve production and better living. 

. J 

" Also haw to work with refugees and set up a refugee village, records 

distribution, etccsce 

After a week or ten days at school, «: ave going to serd 2 into refugees 

viil-aos te work and lsarn. I am hoping it will work not .only for my benefit, 

out such boys are the future leaders and maybe it will give us a chance to 

sow some seed of life, 

Spent “he day here getting sequeinted, end believe it or not, out keaxe 

here in no @-an's land, we hac a Monopoly game. at nicht.
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April 23, : 

i i hau asked for Thengsar to come, Didn't quite think I could 

be a school teacher, talking to Meo, Lao Theung and Lao students 

without an interpreter, But he didn't come so one thing left. go 

to work. 

Spent the fornoen discussing USOM and ay part in the refugee 

‘ deal. 

Explained who refugees were. 

The necessity of keeping them busy and helping support chemselves. 

What part they could play. 

Spent 2 hrs. afternoon setting up « refugee camp plus records, 

distribution ate.. . 

We also had a Medic show them simple crujs and cheir use. 

April 24, 

Back to school at 8 e'clock. Discussed making use of what kind 

ef fertilization they had on hand, also saving the timber. 

@e then went into sanstation, we have a camp set up here as a 

“good example on sanatation which helps. 

; a The afternoon was spent exploining secds anc planting for about 

14 hours. ; 

e' then spent 24 hrs. each boy drawing their villages and 

surrounding villages where they will be working, all in all I learnt 

a lot today, hope I taught the netive boys as much.
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April 25. . i 

; Sterted classes at 83:30 more on keeping records, Finished out 

the férneon explaining costs of relief articles {vom perchasing till 

they are once dropped. Also difficulties ~ you have in dropping, 

plane troubles, vain, fog, out of supplies, etc. : 

, The afternoon was a complete review, very interesting, many 

quostions asked, i 

school is ever,me, I understand Col, Vang Fao and a UsIS man 

will be here to talk tomorrow, 

As goon as I get a plane I will go into a new areato make a 

SUlVeY. 

I an sure some of these boys are going to “0 me som: goed 

in my work, make it easier. 

After class I made about a 2 hr, walk to a Lao village, Return 

ec about 6:30 to find many Lao people in our eating place. The table 

overflowing with eats, the roasted pig «nd chicken, plus many mountein 

flowers. It was a birthday supper for Mr, "Pop", 

. These things so many times touch me much, As you go on day : 

. arter Jay, somctin s thinking you are not getting over to the people. 

Thon somothing like this happens. My arms had 14 stringstied for good 

: Yuck. 

After this was over, the village asked me te go to the village, 

to find out later they were gokng to give me another feed, Which they 

did at micnight, whichwes actually the day of my birthday. Returned 

to my “ut 2 @clock, compl ‘ely worn eut. 

April 26. My birthday. Helio and Vang Pao ore supposed to come and 

move re en, raining. Not 2 chance to get out today. Done a lot of 

visiting with the people. 

%
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April 27.6. 

Helio has come, but 4+ has much work to do here. Loeks like 

IT will move sometime today, : 

April 28. 

; Left Vientiane for up north, spent 4 days deing the sam 

kink of teaching. I think I did a little better jeb, because of the 

experience I received from the previous week. 

\ J
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Field Report 

fos Mr. Elliott 

: May 5, 1962 

I will have to start thie trip on the evening of May 4. 

There were six people including ayself invited te a birthday dinner at 
the Home of Kr. Blliott, after a couple very mild drinks, we were served « 
very beautiful and delicious dinner. But without question the highlight of 

; the evening was Mr. Tony Wong acting as Easter of Ceremonies. Anyone reading 
y this, if at any time you need a Toast Master, look ne further than Touy. 
: But be prepared to pay for his services. 

After much car trouble we made it howe, 5:30 seemed to come very soon. 
At a little after 7, i was off and landed 2 hrs. later. I cannot mit on 
this paper where I em at. But if any of you who read this and are interested 
in off: program, I will gladly tell you. 

I was greeted here by an estimated 500 people. Ali imo people, I would 
sey at least 100 women and children were lined in a rom, with a wild flowsr ; 
in thedy hand, dressed in their very best. I was not expecting auch a thing, 
at first I wis puch lost. But I seon got my berrings and did ay pert. iow 
te you Vientiane people. It was no big dress parade or orchids. But a native 
hill weleame, maybe what some of you would | your nose up at ar think it 
nothing, But to we this is one of the st tributes that can be paid 
to AID, American and Mr. “POP. : 

I eas lead to a tent, drank lac Hi, @ couple of times, then was served 
@ very nice dinner all the people still staying around. The rest of the 
afternoon was spent, visiting the Hespiteal, Supply house, etc., and just a. 
talking. ; F ; 

The Tassengs end Nai Bane are here from all over. Starting at 7 tonight. 
We are to hold the big meeting at the nearest village. It is a little over — 
l hr.'s walk, it is now 3 o'clock. I will soon be off to the village. 

Tt was a beautiful walk down te the village. It is a very large village t 
located on the river, large houses, well built, school and a Watt. There 
wers corn and quite a lot of it, as high as uy head. It rained most of the 
way, got just a little damp. 

After having several turns at Lao Hi, with the villages most beautiful 
girls, we, 5 Anericans were ayrved = great dinner with el) the cerenony 

, and decorations, ORs 

| At 7:30, twenty Seven Kai Bans and Tessengs, 2 school teachers, ayself 
and @ couple other people, gathered at the school house. Explaining the 

citer problems. And trying to help these people help thenselves. | ;
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The meeting lasted till 4023. I feel auch was accomplished. 

Bhen we returned the Big bon tire was built, many peepie gathered, The 
orthestra was already playing. And the native dancing was soon under motiéiy. 
I took it till 12:20, welked dom to the river, took a cold beth retired to 

” my soft bamboo bed and slept Like a baby. 

May Ge 

Up and at them, had @ duck breakfast, with othor things. 
ate 

Had another gathering at the school, passed out school supplies and seeds 
ent Sidhe cont dah digs Took many Polaroid pictwres, At 10:30 was ready 
to leave fer the Strip. Now I am either getting old or smart. in the past 
two years I have climbed many a mt.* hill, but today after walking 20 minutes 
te reach the mt. I was given and I rode my first horse in this country. I teok 

l br, 15 min, to climb the mt. I don*t know which is worse, the mt, is noarly 
straight up. The saddle broke twice, with one going off back. Quite a trip. 
But I know I au not as tired, 

Some tine this afterneon meve to another village. ; 

Arrived at the other village ebout 2 o'clock. Oe ee ae 4 
about 2@ of us set out to walk as much of the area as we could before 
fe visited 4 villages, a distance of abeut 4 miles. Amyone thinking 4 miles 
a short distance, think again. I figure every mile here equal to any 5 of sf 
ordinary walking. We started back at 6 o*clock, I took my time as I was a 
little tired, reached Camp 10:30 at might. The horse would have egme in 

handy. Ha. This is quite a high elevation, Did I over sleep good. 

May 7. . ; 

Up about 7, had ay usual rice fer broskfast. He I haven't got use to : 
it either, About 9 the Mai Bans and Tessengs gethered and we hed eur usual 
meeting lasting till 12:35. Agein I cannot put en paper about this place, 
but would love to tell any ef you ebout it, 

The 0.8. Doctor ir. Felix arrived this merning. 

After the aocting, I tock many Pelearoid pictures for the prapis, done 
much more visiting. At 1:30 Helle came and moved we back to where [ «es 
yesterday, Felix is else here. 

At 2 o'clock I was off for Kieng Det. One hr. and a half flight. About 
15 minutes walk from strip to village. Mearing the village, we came to a real 
nice river. I was no time at all getting my clothes off and in the water. : 
After a good beth, was shown te my hevee and bed; a glass of native tea and 

, mot the important people.
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It is now nearby 7 o'clock I have completed walking the village. 
I have two nice blisters on my little toes, ‘rom wearing tennis shoes 

" yesterday, should have known better, but these boots get heavy at times. 
T also have nice welts all over my bedy, ceused from fleas last night,or 
maybe it was the bath I took Ha. 

Supper will soon be served, then we will have our night meeting. 

I an setting here on the bank of this beautiful river, many smalk 
falls, a beautiful sunset on the water. Sometime I would like te spend 

; 2 or 3 days when I was not working. 

You Vientiane people don't know what living is, I know nothing about 
it, but they tell me you have some vacations spots called Green Tatren and 
Lido, They can*t compare, to this, even if I co have to fight bugs and 
listen to the mortars, that have just started poping the last few minutes. 

As all we have here is pig fat for Light, and the bugs being pretty 
bad, we have put the mecting off till morning. 

ity agg for coming hape, was they were having complaints sbout 

May 8. : 

| We hed our meeting, not as pleasant as some but I believe we got some 
| thinge straightened out. 

We bave helped this arca some, but still much in need, As one yeer ago 
the enemy came and burnt 140 houses, which were wood frame and siding and 

_ stele all they had. These are all Lao people in the surrounding area they 
| are kao Theung. 

| | We are only 1 day's walk from Moung Kase, Afternan experience about 
_ jk hr, ago, I have changed my mind shout vacationing here. The machine gume 

‘ [began poping in a distance, I never saw people get ready to meve out so 
/ fast in my life. It soon stepped and I don*t know yet if it was friendly 
pe eee I again proved only to me fear and war is Hell. 

; \ It is now 3 o'cleck, waiting for the Helle to come. 

As I see it. 3 

Immediate neecs - . 

Rice, Black Cloth, Pots & Pans, Soap, Iron Bars, Blackamith tools, Druge, 
Seeds, plates, spoons, canvas, Prepare now for blanket in near future. 

i : I can report we now heve 19 scheals in operation, and have them fairly 
\' well supplied, thanks for the help from U.S5.1.5. and Mr. Hines.
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From whet I saw in the area I visited we have elready er in the sear 
future inherited an additional 20,000 refugees. 

4%, May I apelegize at this time whe ever reads my little diary, for che 

gpelling anc so ferth, It is all dene by an open fire at night. 

*PpOr* 

% ¥
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Field Repart we 

To: Mr. Elliott : 

May 12, 1962 

Thong Sar and myself arrived at airport 6:30 for a 7 o'clock take off. 
hs We had with us 10 sprinkling cans, nails, and a medicine kit, which I 

purchased myself to help pay for our eats and lodging. Also had DDT to 
Spray gardens plus a blacksmith set Mr. Touby sent. 

Arrived at Long Tieng about 8:30, after treating many children to 
eandy, I explained who Thong Sar was and what he would be doing. 

We then made arrangements to build a house and kitchen to take care 
; of 20 boys, who will be arriving here June 3, for one week's schooling. 

The same as I conducted at Muong Mock. The Nia Khon, is very happy to have 
it here and will make the necessary arrangements. 

The reason for holding it here is to show these young boys, the Agri. 

progran that has been acoomplished here in a short time. 

fhong Sar having worked as a Medic with the U.S. Military people 

at Plain Des Jars in the past, went to work arranging and labelling what : 
drugs they have here, so they can be put to proper use. 

At 4:30, we are to hold a meeting of all the village chiefs. As you 
know, we have a great cooperation here among Meo and Lao Pong people. ; 

May 13. 

We had the meeting; 22 were present. I left Thong Sar do all the 
talking, to give him a clearer idea of how to work. First time I have used 
an interpreter in a long time; we talked about all problems, even in 
your better working villages like this one, there are still many problems. 

They are going to build a new and bigger school here. 

Also build housing for a class of 55 boys to be held here starting 
June 2s ’ 

The crops look very goed, the rain that came last night, is just what 
they needed. 

Rice seed is still 0.K. if we get it here within the next 10 or 12 
days, Need more vegetables of all kinds and steel bars. 

This morning early Thong Sar and myself were asked to visit the Lao 
Tong villaze. I am sure this work is not what he thought it would be, 
but I believe he will make out 0.K. I sure hope so. 

On our return many followed us to have their picture taken. Polaroid 
shots. We then visited some gardens and corn fields. Explained to Thong Sar 

methods of simple irrigation, drainage, and planting.
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f It is now 2 o'clock, I am supposed to leave for Houei Sa Ann. 

I have given Thong Sar his first assignment, he is to walk this area 
today and tomorrow. Welk to Sam Thong tomorrow. 6 or 7 hre. walk. Walk 

2 the Sau Thong village proper and the Refugee village. 

i have spent much time the past few days, telling him how he must 
work, Be Priendly to all peoples, eat and sleep as they do, listen to 
all their problems, but promise nothing. it is hard to see hunder, sickness 

etc.. and not say I will help you now. But 1 have learnt the hard way. 
If you can't afford to buy it yourself don't promise. 

I am not throwing stones, but there is no question at least 90% of the 
: people I work with in Vientiane have no idea about these things. I am 

sure as good a people as they are. If they knew. My job would be much 
easier; some of the damn paper and formalities would be thrown away and be : 
more like the old days. : 

Helio came at 15 till 4, it was the same hurry up so as not to make 
him wait. The village presented me with 4 heads of cabbage and & sack : 
of lettuce. 

After about 3/4 of an hour in the air, we ran into a terrific electric % 

and rain storm, immediately went up to a ten thousand ft. elevation to miss 
the mts. turned backs after about 1§ mina. I could barely see Phu Vieng : 
air strip. I told the pilot, if he wished put me down there. As I feel ; 
jast a little safer on the ground, during such etorms. Also here I am i 
not too far from Houei Sa Ann. ‘ 

: 

After landing the plane soon took off and I started the walk up the at ‘ 
_in the rain, got. wet but made it. : 

: » | It is hard to believe, that 6 months ago, I set up here what I thought | __ 
\\y ‘| [would be a long lasting refugee villege. It was wy third. Had e great i 
Nd set-up, some 7,000 people. “a 
YX, ’ , ; 

e \s Tonight there ie no refugees, it is a complete army base 600 soldiers. 4 
» e | \It is 0.K. being here, but I will stiek with the civilian people. 

? \ I ners just adeived the i Bigng.wunesty shink to i shen 28 0 0 : 
‘ its vest, there is no other ij os equal to it. ' 

Went to bed last night at 7:30, up early, ate breakfast, two drop planes 1 
have come unable to drop, because of fog. At 9, I walked. down to the strip. ; 
Visited, read and waited, Helio came at 4:30, 20 mins. later I was at Houei 
Sa Ann. My first time to spend a night here, I have a meeting set up for 
7:30. Have had my supper, not much to brag about. 

May 15. 

Had a good meeting about 20 present.
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In the past year and a half we have had our problems here, with getting 
the people to work, first they do then they don't. 

All the people from Nam San has moved here all Meo, who is setting a 
good example to the lao and Lao Tong. 

We now have 4404 people about 3,000 Meo 900 Lao Fong and 500 Las. 

They at present are doing very good farming, have planted all our seeds 
and many more, They have even planted much rice, there own seed. 

: They need more wegetable seed and early sweet corn. 

: They have a school and a very good teacher, I took school supplies 
in with me. 

I have walked Houei Sa Ann proper about 2,000 people, not in too bad 
‘i a shape and not good, 

Present needs. 

Seeds, black cloth and children's clothes, plates, spoons, needle & 
thread, dried milk and iron bars, will put some rice bowls and pails here. 

The Helio came, moved me back to Phu Vieng, will wait here for farther 

transportation. : 

I have just received sad news the place a few days ago where I spent 
the night and was wishing I could spend a few days vacation there, has fell 
into enemy hands. They again did a very nasty job of it. Seems they get 
all the nice places, , 

I forgot to mention Houei Sa Ann has a real good supply of livestock : 
one of the few places, 

: G BA
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Field Report 

TO +s Me, Elliott 

Frei s Buell 

Say 29+ 

Left Vientiane 7 o*cloek, arrived Ban Na $230. 

Walked to the village; I had not been here ‘or nearly 2 months. 
I mean they climbed q@}i over me mony problems. Big problems to them, 
but really not big. I left tham go on and on, Pinally, with patience 
and time, we now have every body happy. It lasted till midnight. 

Bay 30» 

Tt is here where we have nearly 5,000 people, about 65% Meo, 25% 
Leo Toung, 10% Lao, It creates problems, but very good for the country, 

if we can keep them working together. We hove one of our better schools 
here, with the three different peoples attending, teday 127 pupils. 

The past garden seeds and corn we have put in here are all planted 
and the people heve did a good job. It is great to come invo the villages 
and be able to eat vegetables U.5.0.M, sent. Today I had lettuce and msterd 

greens growm from our seed. 

The only problem is, we have not sent near enough seed, for which I am 
sorry and I will take the blame. First you hove to sell these people, they 
have been run so much, And I being brought up from the old school to save 
and not waste. But here I believe I am wrong, Starting now, I want « big 
order of seeds, if some goes down ‘he drain, Boo Pon Yan. At least we can 
get them to the people who needs them, Advise MeQucen to this, At least 
triple order immediately, Be net erder no corn, it is too late. 

Just now as I am writing, ay biggest problem has been solved, I sent 
@ message by helio last night to our friends to drop me a 123 load of rice, 
that U.5.0,4. was behind here, It is now 1130, ‘The rice is now being dropped. 
Thanks so much, This egein shows why we aust work together, 

Gur biggest needs here ere cooking pots, plates, spoons, and above ali, 
soapg and iron bars,
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Again, this is my fault. I have neglected to tell Tony we need needles, 
If possible, order iomedistely. 

We need drugs here, but this is no problem. I now have a great source 
toe get then from other than U,5.05M. and I have great cooperation, 

School needs more supplics, which at present U.3.1.5. is helping me. 

I need 100 biankets here, which I am sure I can get from Rev. Andrianoff, 

The rice seed arrived here yesterday; 25 sacks, when we get more, we need 
35 more sacks. 

~* This is it, will teke it easy, till a Helie comes to take me to Long Tiong, 
te teke care of rice seed, 

You know so many times, you don't say thanks or give credit where credit 
is do, You take some peoplgjust for granted, thet they ere supposed to do 
a job. At this time, I would like te thank Mr, Elliott from the bottom of 
Fee Oe SE Se Oe Fe, ENN SRT Tee OF, EE ee 

the 

Tt is now & o'clock; I aa et Long Tieng = arrived here 6:30, 

We had a little incident at Ban Ne at 2 o'clock todays it started an 
evecuation, within about 3 hrs. - ell was under control and people beck 
in their homes, 

' ‘The rice seed arrived here 36 sacks, two days ago. They knew what it. 
was and it has already been handed out, they need at least thet much gore. 
We also need more D.D.T,. here. : 

I have just finished supper, had U.5.0.M, radishes and Musterd greens, 

I forgot to mention last night st Ban Na I had some of the best antilope 
I ever Ste, Itwas just « young faun. 

I am soon going to get on that bamboo bed and shut my eyes, I need a 
goed night’s sleep, it is nice snd cool here tonight. Good sleeping. 

Hay She | 

Declaration Day I believe. Today is a big day in Indiana, the 500 mile 
Tace. 

I nearly hed thet good night's sleop. I was awakened at 2 this morning. 
They brought a girl about 12 years old to me, Vory sick with #.5, Pneumonia.
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I had aureomycin, Gave her one immediately, went and slept in their home, 
gave another capsule st 6 o'clock, she is not yet well, but will be O.K, 

We have just had a butehering bee here, soon 16 o'clock and breakfast 
sure hope Helio comes today. 

The people here have @ house and kitchen built, to house the 20, 5% 
students who will arrive here in about 10 days, Thong Ser, Ivan Klecka, a 
nurse and myself will do the teaching. 

June Le 

Helio cane yesterday about 3:30, I have been asked for a long time to 
go to Pha Phal, but for some reason hove always hesitated, I was sent a 
message from Vientione to check st Pha Khao about security at Pha Phai. I did 
so, they said 0.K, to spend the night there, The pilot had never been there 
either. It is deep in enemy territory. He thought he was over it, we circled 
a fow times, saw many people, finally buzed the ‘ield, didn't draw no fire, 
He said “POP" maybe we will be sleeping in Xieng Khouang tonight; but we are 
going ing I told him to keep motor going. I would feel them out and if he 
saw anything unusual to teke off withouf me, 

All was O.K. there will be soon a large gathering of people, I explained 
who I was, We made the walk to the main villege about l hr, After whet 1 saw 
it gave me the feeling that I wasn't doing my job, God but these people need 
help. It is a wonder as close as they are to the enemy they haven't turned 
in hopes of something better, Dick dropped a load of rice at 12:30. 

They ere doing a good job planting, Need iron bars, pots, dried milk, 

just anything. 

June 2. 

Helio didn't come yesterday, spent another night here, I really believe 
this is one of the worst of villsges I have been ing More like the old days. 

I had the privilege of awakening st about 3 this morning, seeing cbout 6 ft. 
from me = big pair of eyes. Slowly with one hand I reeched for my flashlight, 
the other on my carebine, When I flashed the Light saw a large wild cat, he 
slowly disappeared, You never siiot in this country, unless it is really necessary. 

Have talked distribution this morning. 

They think they can have school ready in two weeks. 

100 pupils, 

100 Books 
100 Note books 
100 pencils 
25 chalk 

1 can black paint.
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Pha Phia. 

Seldiers 200 
Wives 140 
Children possibly 400 

People 690 
Family 135 
Possibly 70 of theem families have their own rice, 

The rest are Pefugees who came irom places marked with X on other page. 
8 villages, 

People whe newd rice 360 

1) Send 200 pieces of stecl, 
2) Send 4 U.5.0UM. kits. 
3) Send 20 cases of dried milk 
4) Pails send 150 
5) Spoons 400 
Sauce pans 100 

7) Rice bowls 200 
8) Candles 1,000 
G) Matches 2 cases 

i Cooking pot 150 
11) When blankets come send 200
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PIELD REPORT 

TO: Aubrey Elliott 

FROMs “Pop” Buell 

June 8, 1962 

| After a very stenuous night playing poker (after which Bob and myself 

usually plays over upon reaching our house), we got to bed at 2 o'clock. By 
the way, I had a good night. 

Up at 6, Bob took me to the airport, was off for Moung Mok at 7. After 
4 hours in the air with one of our best pilots, was unable to find a hole to 

go in, returned to Vientiane. Rather than lose a day, immediately made arrange- 
ments to go to Sam Thong at 1:30, where we have a serious problem that I cannot 
mention here, but would discuss with whomever asks me. 

landed at Sam Thong at 3 o'clock, raining cats and dogs. Talked to the 
people and fellow Americans for 14 hours. Only hope I did some good. 

Here I gave out one of the big boxes of togs donated by Jack Connelly 
and his family. Sorry, Jack, you could not have saw the distribution, They 
probably will not remember your name, but it is kind gestures like yours that 
makes it easier for me to sell America and Americans. It makes them know there 
are many Mir. “Pop's". Thanks! 

At 5 o'clock landed at Long Tieng, ate and got to bed at 6 and believe it or 
not, slept until 7 this morning. 

dune 9, 1962 

Brought more D.D.T. here for the gardens and worm medicine for the children. 
It is now 12 o'clock, waiting a Helio to take me to Pha Khao to check how many 

taprs they need. 

I would sure love for all you people to see Long Tieng. Hight months ago, 
this place wae all underbrush. We now have an estimated 100 acres of corn, 
many, many gardens. The rice seed we put here 2 weeks ago is already in the seed 
bed. 

Sunday, June 10, 1962_ 

Helio didn't come, I made the walk to the Lao Loung village last night -- 
reached there in a downpour of rain. Talked much on planting and preparing for 
the future. If only I could get these people working like the Meo.
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It is now 10 o'clock and I am back here waiting a Helio, I never 

get used to this waiting, when there is so many places I should be. Plus 

I missed a good poker game last night. Hal 

Helio came at 3 o'clock, landed at Pha Khao, checked how many tarps we 
needed. Plus Thongsar had arrived there from Pho Com. He will work there 
2 or 3 days, then come on in. Landed back at Long Tieng. Pilot wanted me to 
tell the people about some work he wanted done on the airstrip. landed at 

San Toung, picked up a couple of students, came on in to Vientiane.
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Field Report Se 

TO: Mr. Elliott 

July 29 ; 

Left Vientiane 7 o'clock; arrived Pha Khao 8:30, was on the ground only 
a short time. Relayed a message for Rev. Andrianoff. to try and find a man 
he wanted to come to Vientiane. Also checked the drugs at Hospital. Went 
on to Long Tieng. to await a drop of black cloth, so as to help with the dis- 
tribution. I or Thongsar is going to try and be at each drop zone when the 
black cloth arrives. We have been nearly a year and a half getting this. 
It is very much needed, and must get to the right peoples. 

I didn't get my drop here today, surely tomorrow. © 

Today I gave out four sets of blacksmith tools, a large box of new 
children clothes that was donated by a school in U.S.A. Also a large sack 
of clothes Chuck Pearcy's son had outgrown. These people are crazy over such 
clothes. : E 

July 30. 

The drop plane came 8:20 this morning. Black cloth Meo for very happy¥ 
Jong Shea Dow. Iron bars, thread and needles. I messed up and had no clothes 
for the Lao Tong. Hard to explain. All the different villages are here. 
The distribution is now taking place. I estimate there are 700 people here 
now. It is now 12 o'clock. No breakfast as yet. It looks like we might eat 
by 2 o'clock. You see in this case something to wear is ahead of something 
to eat. ‘ 3 

We did eat about 2; rice, cabbage, chicken, and tomato sauce.I guess, 
after which I took a short nap, and walked alone to Long Tieng, Lao Toung 2 
village, to make my apologies. They were very happy for the steel bars and 
anvil. As I wanted to get back here before dark, I excused myself from a rough 
looking meal. The Tasseng warned me, that I wouldn't get half way till I 
would get caught in a big rain, that it was only a few minutes away. But the 
smart American knew better, it just didn't look that way. Four of us started. 
Walked about 10 minutes and I mean it rained, we ran into the jungle, it was 
good for awhile, then it soaked through, so we started again soaked to the skin. 
Seems it rained harder, about 15 more minutes reached a Meo hut. They wanted 
me to stay all night. After getting a little warm and their floor looked wet 
and cold to sleep on. I had already learnt my lesson to always listen to some- 
one who knows, came on in the rain and dark, water everywhere. These people 
were all waiting my arrival and said they were much worried. But they have 
a funny way showing it. I mean they kaughed mm and laughed some more at me. 
But at the same time, undressing me getting me clothes and dry. 

| In all this I had a good afternoon. I casterated my first pigs since I 
had left Lat Hovangs explained the American way. I believe it will save some 

| m= pigs. As I am sure after showing them they can do it. ‘They were cutting to 

| high.



— — 

ange 

July 51. To bed early and up this morning early. The people are trying to 

flood me with vegetables and corn. I tell them it will be eight or ten days 
before I return to Vientiane. But they are afraid I will not have enough to eat 
other places. I am sending one box to Mr. Elliott and a sack of roasting ears 
to Dutch. Such hospitality I have not seen, since when us Dutchmans used to get 
together. Many Americans could take a lesson. As two new Helio pilots said % 

- yesterday. 

Heiio came about 9:30, moved me to Ban Na. Met Col. Yang Pow and Lee Jom 

Pow who had just came back after 5 months in America, came on down to the village, 
about 1:50 my drop came in, biack cloth, iron bars, and clothing. Do not drop 
iron bars unless they are raped otherwise they fiy through the air like birds. 
I will never know what keep people from getting hurt yesterday as they came in 
the village, only one child was hurt. free dropping of dried milk works out very 

good. 

August 1. It is now 1l o'clock. I have walked most of the village. Distribution 
will soon start. We have a good system here. 5475 pecpke about 1900 Lao Toung, 
100 Lao. Its the same old story not enough to go around and to decide who gets 
what. $ 

| August 2. The distribution here was done the best, each person was given one 
. meter. 

Checked the rice house this morning, suggested not piling so high and more 

| ventilation during rainjwg season. Also was on the opening of a new school 
: it here, now have 2 at Ban Na. : g 

I was figuring on going to Pho Com today, but got word. I was needed at 
Houei Khinin. When Helio came, went to Houei Khinin. Thongsar is here. He 

was suregiad to see me. Probiems. : 

I failed to report at Long Tieng, thinks after rice harvest they will 
have enought that would last for 6 months, Ban Na @igures enough for 5 months. 

The Black Cloth came in here at Houei Khinin this morning as well as 
steel bars and dry milk. Again do not drop iron bars without wrapping. 

I spent most of the day here talking to the Nai Khon and Tasseng about 
distribution, farming, saving seeds, etc. I think we are on the right track 
again. Also had a medic problem which I think is solved. Tomorrow we willhave 
distributiog of the black cloth. For the seed they had here they did a good 
job. The best corn I have seen anywhere. Have a year's supply. They figure 
enough rice after harvest that would last 3 or 4 months. They will save enough 
rice seed for a full crop next year and possibly have some for sale. 

Have just finished eating2 suppers. It is pineapple season at Houei Khinin. 
They are really sweet. 2 

August 3. It is now 9:10, the people knowing the Helio may come for us, we have 
already had two breakfasts, unusual; it isnot only pineapple season, but moth 

season, our first meal was rice and about half fried white moths about 1 inch 

long.
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Distribution of black oloth is about to start. 

August 4. The Helio came about 10, we had a rough time getting into Pho 
Com 1 1/2 hours, Bill A. was the pilot, what a job this man can do. banded 
and the plane mired down at the end of the strip. It took fifty natives 
and ourselves to get it turned around and pushed out to where he could take 

a off. 

It immediately started raining and how it rained about 4:50 a C-~46 came 
in through a hole and dropped rice, steel bars and the black cloth for Pho Com 

August 5. We had our meeting last might; the people here have a real 
organization. Instead of distribution of black cloth today, I put everyone 
to work on the airstrip. As I look across the field, there are some 400 

s women, men and children moving the loose dirt, where the planes mired. I 
would hate to guess how many yards they have moved; native hoes and they 
make a sleed out of rice bags to move the dirt. If no rain it will be finished 
by night. : 

ty This is a complete refugee village 28008 people. 5 surrounding villages, 
}; with about 500. The sickness has left up here, 2 real good schools, have 

i their years’ supply of corn and estimate after harvest 5 months supply of rice 
some fine blacksmiths here, makes any kind of native tools. About 800 christians 

' these are all Meo people. There is no kind of meat here, except buffalo and 
i deer. ‘The people at Houei Khinin gave Thongsar and myself 10 pineapples, 1 
{ chicken and two big cucumbers to bring with us. 

August 6. They finished Helio strip yesterday. The distribution ‘of cloth 
is i taking place today. Probably the best I have ever seen. It will take 

all day. Thongsar is busy nursing. 

Hope Helio comes; they have just brought in a nice antelope. 

| Helio came for us about 11 same pilot, he couldn't get over what the 
people did. Landed at Ban San Phaka, they have done a lot ot work here on Helio 
strip. Finally made a new rice D.Z, I had asked for 6 mohths ago. and also 
new rice houses. I was the first white man ever in this village some 10 or 11 
months ago. They were destute and dying. Since that time many different types 
of people have come. Lao, Lao Tong, Pathet Lao. Hell broke loose here about 
5 months ago, just before I came in. I have hesitated much about returning. 

| _ But I can see by tonight I was so wrong. These are the spots we.can-reatty 
| help. Before we got to where we would sleep, which is about 10 minutes walk, > 

we found out many people real sick. So our welcoming card, was to‘set upa 
\ field hospital, we bought. Then we went » about 2 miles to another village ey 

\ and set up and by the way I rode a horse, came back and took a bath in the coe 
~ cold spring. But it was a refresher. Kigexu Ate suppers and have now just 

finished talking 2 hours to the Nikhon and school teacher. Wiil have a large 
meeting at 8 o'clock in the morning of all people. Hope I can help and maybe 
straighten this place out. ‘ 

August 6. I read last nivzht till.11;\and then stayed awake the rest of the 
night. ‘Trying to prepare my message in a proper way as to get over to these 

people, so as to do them the most good.
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We got started at 9 o'clock, there were 56 Nih Khone, Nihbans, tassengs, 
school teachers, etc. We had four types of people Meo, Lao Toung, Lao and 
Thi Hi. It took us 5 hours and 15 minutes. I talked in my best Lao; Thongsar 

put into Lao Totung; the Thi Hi understood and a Meo put it in Meo. I explained 
everything that goes with refugees work, farming, getting set for the future, 
etc. 

‘ I have been busy ever since, answering questions; I feel it was a success, 
will wait and see. Many people seem much happier tonight. Itis now 7 o'clock 

and about to have a meeting with the school teachers. 

August 7. This morning I got back in the Agri. business, found they were 
raising some soybeans, but were not getting very many pods on them. They 
were planting them too thick. I showed them how to plant in rows, they caught 
on immediately. 

Helio came at 11 moved us to Baum Long. An old Meo friend of mine is in 
charge here, I shouldn't say old. He is 21, but has went through enough in his 
short life. That isequal to 50. He does a great job with the people that is 
mxgrwat why I don't have to x come here often. His name Moua Fa. 

It is here 5 days ago we had a man killed and one wounded from drop. 

About 4 he and Thongsar and myself walked down the mountain and to the 
villages. On our return to his father's house. Were about 300 people waiting to 
greet us. I felt bad, no candy, no cigarettes, no polaroid film. Just up, 
but it was 0O.K. Thongsar put on about 1/2 hour show. Walking on his hands 
hand springs, cartwheels, somersets, shadow boxing, pole valt, etc. really this 

boy is good. ; 

Here we held the meeting of all officials, about 2 hours. keally a fine 
meeting with fine people. i 

Back up the mountain to MouaFa's house. I and he will soon figure out 
how to distribute the black cloth which I hope comes tomorrow. . 

They have just finished a new Helio strip here which was much needed. 
Have had a couple bad crashes here. ; 

August 8. I failed to mention Ban San Phaka has very little rice planted, 
but will have enough for seed rice for all people next year. ‘The same exists 
here at Baum Long. They will save all the rice they x harvest for seed next 
year. I am following out Mr. Elliott suggestion - I tell them if we are stiil 
in business, we will trade 1 sack of our rice for every sack of rice the 
grower saves or we will buy it. 

August 8. Helio came in about 5250 to get us after it had rained all day, got 
in Vientiane about 7. the 

August 9. Had to return to Baum Long, back to Vientiane same night. 

| I have defently decided after this trip. The dollars and commodities the 
| U.S. puts into foreign service. That if it is not followed up, put to right use 

i in the right hands. We would do more good and make less enemies if we left it 
\\ right in the U.S. and save the taxpayers dollar. 

"pop"
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Field Report 

TO: Mr. Elliott 

- August 16 ~ As you know, I was to leave Vientiane early on Tuesday 
August 14, but as I was hurrying to the Airport late 

Monday evening, seemingly just another native waved to me from a car. 
When I got to where I was going, a car pulled up behind me. I was not 
only dazed but most happily surprised to see not only a very dear 
friend of mine, but possibly if not one of the best friends the rural 
people of Laos ever had. John Cool. I mot only cancelled my flight 
on Tuesday but after talking and seeing native people for nearly 24 hours, 
we only began. I cancelled flight for Wednesday and continued where we 

: left off. As he eaid probably the highlights of his visit were renewing 
his friendship with our native friends. The taking of him on an air drop, 
showing him from the air,the progress and vision of present.situation in 
north Laos. Our wonderful meeting with the Ambassador. I camnot here 
help put quote John. As we were leaving the Embassy, I said: "John what 

do you think of him". To which he answered: "POP", I would give about 
half of my right arm to be working for hits. To me, I will say: it is 
@ great privilege. 

After attending to a farewell party for Jee Armon on Wednesday 
night, took some natives and R. D. workers on a tour of Vientiane. 
Doing what I would eall the more important duties of any foreign worker, 
we got to bed at three in the morning. Up at 5:30, to get ready for my 
early take off. Half asleep and half awaken. We seemed up our viait. 
He drove me to the airport and saw me off. He will never know what 
his visit meant to me. A great big shot in the arm. A pity we lost such 
an important man, who knew the problems of the people. But all good 
things must come to an end. ‘ 

Anyway, I landed at Muong Moc for about one hour. Here we have | 
some 500 & people, soldiers, and civilians. 5 small rural schools. 
About 400 people plus soldiers dependent on us. No big problems. Did 
‘show them how to store their rice better and promised more school supplies. 
Took off for Pha Peung. Spent about 4 hours here.to help open a new 
Helio strip and talk to the people of Ban Nong, who knew I was coming and 
had walked 5 hours to get there. We had put a drop into the people of 
Pha Peung about 10 days ago. Even after I had been there and discussed 
distribution, I was sure Ban Nong which is 4 hours walk away. Would 
not vet a fair share if any. It being nearly a complete Christian and 
Catholic village. But what a happy surprise to find, they did receive 

their fair share. Makes one feel like he has or is doing some good. 

(more)
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I talked to not only the Ban Nong people but also the Pha 
Peung people about present and future problems. I did not tell them 
so, but the drop Mr. Andrianoff and myself was preparing for Ban Nong, 
now will be dropped for not only Ban Nong, but for Pha Peung as well ; 

7 showing our appreciation for the ability of Meo, Lao Toung, Christians 
and Catholics working together. 

About 4 in the afternoon, arrived at Bor Onne, for ny first visit. 
Was greeted by the former Meo Nhi Khon from Lat Houang, whom us old timers 
knew so well and worked with. "Wimmg Khong" what a reunion. Believe me 
folks in this area the war is not over. After visiting and feeling out 
the people, I set up a meeting for 8 in the morning and went to bed early 
about 8. My bed was one big fox hole with a parachute for a roof. Was 

: awakened about 10, by a Meo friend who had found out I was there, talked 

till midnight. i 

August 17 - Up early, had ax warm water for breakfast. Held a successful 
meeting. Showing the people how to set up distribution, 

build supply house, how we would face the future, etc. 

Helio came 9:30, moved me to Ban Pha Ka also for first visit. 
Here was met also by a former Lat Houang Lad who has turned in two years 
from ayoung village man of 21 to one of the better and respected leaders 
of Meo people, Lee Sow. 

It is now 4 o'clock. I have toured the village. Met many 
people, had two Meo dinners. "Yes Aubrey, even drank a little native 
tea. Ha. Have our meeting set up here for § o'clock. 

It is now nearly 8 o'clock. About 5, gave out some clothes 
a lady sent from New Ygrk State. Dresses for little girls. Took pictures 
as I usually do. to send her before and after they were dressed. Had 
the meeting. Many officials were present. This seems to be a very one 
prosperous village, plus in a very beautiful valley, mounteins and beautiful 
rocks. The discussion about same as this morning. I have promised them 

iron bars, dried milk and seeds for the present. After they get all 
their records, supply house and people oriented as to what we expect. 
We may be able to help them more in the future. I am sure this village 

' will’ come fast with Lee Sow as their leader. As so many places, chicken 
and pigs have died. 

There is an estimate of 1500 people - 500 soldiers, 800 Meo, 50 
Lao, 170 Lao Toung. 

Are in procese of building a school, need a Medic badly. I 
will try to get one. ‘ill also bring a Meo Dentist here in about two weeks. 

(more )
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August 168 - 

| Up at 7:00 many people were waiting to be doctored. I had the 
only Medic they had, come and as I gave drugs explained it to him. This 

| lasted till 9. They had breakfast prepared for me early es tney knew 
a ; the Helio would come. Just got to the house to set down, when Helio 

i] did cowe. No eat. 
if 

| This village is located only two mountains away from the Vietnamese 

\ strong hold of Sam Chou. Ah I forgot no such people in Laos at present. 

As you know this Mission was te carry me to Ban Na Dow. Lee Sow 
warned me this morning "POP" don't lend there? His reasons being, Helio 

strip in rice paddies, very wet at present, most of people had left, 
‘ because of sickness and other obvious reasons. , 

We circled the strip three or four times, could have landed, but 
no people at strip, we flew over most of tie homes saw only a few people, 
but much farning being done. After what I saw, took Lee Sow's advice 
and cane on to Loi Lin Noi. Got here just in time, to stop a drop plane 
from droppin; to Ban Na Doc, had him drop here. Do not drop nothing to 
Ban Na Doe in future will explain later. 

As you know my boy Chung is here at Too Lin Noi. But he is out on 
a mission and won't be bak till late; tomorrow probably will miss him. 
At last I am shacked up in his hut. His people are waiting on me as if 
I was an old grandfather. 

After meeting, the Nhi Khon Jua Row who igprobably the toughest 
and fi-htest soldier of the Meo people and you better consider as such. 

I set up our meeting for 6 tonight, ate a big meal with him, then the 
school teacher wanted me to go to the school, he said 25 minutes. Till 
we got back it was 5 hours rained every minute. 

Here you usually eat two things Rice plus turnip greens cooked in 
water not bad. There are plenty of bananas here, I just bought 200 kip 
worth. Went to Jua Pow's house at 6, supper was on the table, 18 sat down. 
The meetin, got under. way about 7:30, really had a house full. 

) 

As I said you handle this man usually with ghoves on. He is the leader 
: who in the early days retook Xieng Khouang city alone with his people, but 

had to withdraw in only a day or so, because of orders from hi.cher up. 
He also at one time moved on Plain De Jarres and could have taken it back, 

couldn't of held it, but could have took it. But again was ordered not to. 

For these reasons he is pretty bitter. But tonight after a few minutes 
I could since he wanted me to talk and encourage his mpeople, to do their 

best to meet the new Government. That they must plant and form smaller 

villages, build schools, etc. If the Viet Minh move out. At present 
there are enemy all around this area. Plus it is only 1 day's walk to 

Khan Khai. : 

(more)
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We talked for two hours. The people were wide awake and I am sure 

in part excepted our message. 

They feel after rice harvest, they would have about 4 to 5 months 
supply of their own. Plus seed for next planting. There is vegetables 
here and fertile land. I promised steel bars, dry milk, seeds and possibly 

. cookin, oil in the future. Good blacksmiths here. 

Auzmst 19 - 

Helped lay out ground and plans for a new school and dispensary 

this norning. 

| Chun came in about 11:40, he was wuch surprised to see Dad. 

, It has rained all day, no Helio. 

Ausust 20 - 

Up early or Chun;; got me up. Ye may not ent the best here, but we 
eat after. It is now 12 o ‘clock, has rained all morning. Looks like 
it may clear. Sure hope so I must get going. 

Ausust 21 - 

Again up early, did very little, some nursing. Mostly stood by waiting 
for Helio that didn't come. Did help Chung build a new house, which we 

will sleep in tonight. : 

August 22 - . 

Still waiting here for Helio, getting about ready to start walking. 
At 11:50 when finally cane. They said bad weather prevents them coming earlier. 

But it was for dher reasons. i 

Brought the Chief with us to Sam Tong, left him out, when to Nam Chong 
to find Thongsar. He was ready, had also been there 5 days, handn't sew 
me for 9 and t had promised to meet him at Sam Tong 6 days ago. He was 
really worried about Daddy "V’OP". We came back here to Sam Thong. 
Sent Thonzsar to the village to set up a ueeting for tomorrow. I came down 
to the Anerican camp. 

Hadn't x shaved or bathed for 7 days. Here [ shaved with warn water 
and mirror. And even took a hot shower ri;ht here in the mountains. I 
then ate an American supper, and went to the village. Problems all over 
the place. Helped some of them. Told the rest to come to the meeting in 
the norning. Back here to canp. Talked awlile and went to bed on an Army 
cot with an air mattress even have electric lights here. What a life. 
‘two mietrie bi hts imme would be too mich. . 

August 23 - Heverly at 6. Ha. Have just had real for sure fried eggs. 

Had our meeting started at 9, lasted till 2. I am sure it was successful 
at least as Thongsar said “we shook them up". Refugees are difficult to work. 

with. :
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Many times they jet depressed, lasy and feeling sorry for t emselves. I 
told them i would be back later and we would set up a whole new provram. 
You can only give them so mich to think about at a time. The Black Cloth 
was there for distribution. 

. Tey estimate after harvest they will have enough rice that would 

last all people 4 or 5 months, plus seed for next year. 

Immediately after meeting, two meals were prepared for us. Soon 

after we got a ride into Vientiane on an L 20. 

‘i 
; “pgp 
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Field Report 

TOs lliott 

August 50 - veft Vientiane about 7 ofelook. Headed for louei Yong, 

Sea Neua “rovince. Landed at Long fieng for approximtely 2 hours as 

the man i was with had things to de all along the way. We tien nad to 
make landines both at Pho So and Ban Sean Phake. Neither uad ever been 

to these places before. So I was guidedjat Ban Jan Shakey hud wach 

trouble getting motor started. i mde use of thie two hours.by checking 

rice house, a couple rice hills, echool, etc. Finally, yot 10 Heuei 

ong about 2 o'olock. After eating and meeting the people, went to v’ha 

: Bong. Had a short meeting, as to rice in the future, what we expect 

of then as tv planting. 

Ij Promised tuem seeds as scon as theg come. Hed school supplies for 

| them. All these péople in the Sam Neua sree have been though an sefal 

' | Lot in the past 3 or 4 years, they know what conmunism is, how they sork 
| | and aisresresent. I will be <lad when I can bring someone who can explain 

{ bew great the coalition Government will be. For them to lay down their 

| | arog and so back home. it is just togfuch for we. Their questions are 
| \ too real and true. 

\ 

Came back here at Houet Mong and spent the night. any people and 

girls case up from the village about 6 o'clock. Had a Beci or party for 

the two cf us. Many flowera, eats, otc. After the cerewony. They played 

the hill instrements. And we danced into the night. These people at 
Houei lon; are all bao or Lao Tongs : 

August 31 - At 3:30 hela a big aveting here aany yeopie; lasted nearly 

three hours. 

4 It is the same here stPha Bong. It is going to be hard to yet them to 
i plant. As tuey mow the enemy and jjust don't trust or believe. 

\e They sa, civy will plant begetables and he happy to do su, at present 
\\ they soulc plant much rice to the gouth, but on 3 sidee is enemy, And they 
\ keep the peopledpined down. No as in many places the war is not over here. 

\ There at present are .dout 6,000 pecple in this area about 4,000 
. in Pha Bon. area. Both places aay if left alone they would have encugh 

\ g@ed rice ivy alig peoples. ‘These people never sek for too much. Waited 

‘\ rest of day for Helio. Never came. 

September lst - Helio cere landed Vientiane 3 in artemoon. 

Septe.bos 2a. - Left Vientiane 7 o'clock for Houei Sa Ann, which is to be 

the firat of several ueetings, in the different sonee, for the gam purpose 

Of w@kiu, less Srop D.c. and best places for them. We landed at Long Tieng
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for about two hours, picked up Lee To Pow a wery capable Meo. Got to Heuei 
Sa ann about 10:30, the officials from the many villages were here. Meeting 

lasted tills o'clock. We feel we can get by with 2 D.Z.'s here. ‘They roasted 
the pig and gave us quite a Baci here in the ememing. 

- Septesber $rd - Plane came about 10, took us tc Ban Vieng. The people were 
also waiting on us there. This is in the Ban Ban area. Not so many people, 
possibly 5,020 in all, but covers a large area and eneay in sany places, 

making it hard to walk twfar. We febl it will take 3 D.Z.'s. 

It rained most of afternoon and much fo. The plane did come at 5, took 
15 ainutes for it to find a hole to get in. I had radioed hia not to take 
the chance to come in. ds for me I would always rather spend an extra night, 
other than a plane crash. 2.plenes came for the 3 of us. Lee To Pow and 

: nyself came together. As we were Goming over Houei Sa Ann, a ae@asaze cane up 
that a Helio had crashed there and wondered if we could take any people. We 
could take onc, alec the other Helio following us could take 2, Houei Sa Ann was 
fogged in. #e circled for about 15 minutes. It finally open so we could see 
the villase and the strip, but irom the wrong end. We circled again. The 

: approach was still ge fogged. What I thought was going to be ust another 
Gircle. And axtiin eaw the viila.e an@ strip from tle wrong end. Ali of a 

sudden the pilot said: put out your cigerette "PUP" and tigiten up. Just 
about the saue t.ae Lue To Pow and myself follored. God wan you ean'$ go in 
this way. Sut it was to. late we were going in. iit the strip about middle 
way. Silid off side into stumps and brush, wiund up helf side up and in md. 
off the ap rowel: end of strip. I will say no pilot ever done a better job 
in nis life. But after we got stopped ne had had it. 

i SRAAK think he thought by the uessage, there hed been some cue injured 
in the cram, and it was a must to go ing and it could have sownded as such. 
There were 4 Auericans nere, no one hurt, plane in bed shape. They had been 
here 6 hours and were sweatin; out having to stuy all night. ‘lo me they acted 
just like a bunch of Dam babies. The poor guys didn't have enough¥ food with 
them to eat, no bed rule, had no idea where they aight sleep. Heard that , 
eneay was all avound. 

WOKE Vex we cot our plane out, with auch help. Lee To Pow and myself 
gave up our plane to them. We always figure $5 is enough to take out of here, 

. they couldn's deciae who woulé stay. The oe being a senior pil-t says 1 will 
d0-Pilot and we wili all go. Yhis is asking for it. Hut they made it off 
and I only hope thaplanded safely. 

Aabvey, fT am not writing this to be ortical of ay pilot, whe is one of 
the best or of cthor pecples. But for the benefit of any of our people who 

may be workin under these conditions. I suzgost the following. 

1. Sohool yourself never to panic. ee 

2. 69 abie to iive under nabive conditions indefinitely. 
5. be able to say @ tew native words, such is e1t, sleep, water, atc.
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5. Never tor vod sakes overload any type of aircraft, Always ask vie 
- _ the pilot the Maximum weisht, then cut o.f a few los. ne “eee 

pee da “Tara a 
they dida't mnow it, but I felt mush better sleeping here in the ae _ ail 

wountains, than I would have on the overloaded plane lest Aisht. Lee Too <i ; 

Pow and wyself ace fine this morning. Had a place to sleep, ext, etc. Ue. ie ae 
Will be a dey lave. But alive. A dead soldier is no help. , i ta i 

— Pe " is ao A 

Plane also cid not come today. Butwe made good use f our time t AY fe. 
teaching sd demonstrating sanation. ei 

Plane game next day bringing mechanics to fix orashed plane. “e tock ; ye 

ocf at 11; lunded Long Tieng, Vientiane 4 o'clock. : eat. 
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Arrived at airport 6:30, prepared to gote Baum Long. To help set up 
the new D.Z.'s, also had a U.3.1.3. bey to go along, with sotion picture 
equipment, 4s Baum Long people had never hed. 

I also had supplies for Houei Shinin and Boune Onn. Got them on two 
different Helios, cot the picture equimment on another, because of too 
much weight we hed te go on another. That was going te Long Tieng. Then 
was to hitch a ride from there. There I got the U.5.1.5. boy Com Pi on 
another Helio. The Helie was te return for me. Gone three hours, returned 
with Com Pi. Could not get in. About fifteen minutes leter the equinment 
also came back. They couldn't get gin. About three o'clock we took off 
again, equipment and all, the wind was bad, but we made a good landing. 
I had sent Thongsar, here three days esrlier, as slways he was happy to 
see me. As he always has many problem, es I say big to him, bet usually 
essily straighten out. 

We had an early meal, walked down the mountain to the village, At seven 
e*clock Baum Leng was about to see its first Motion picture, 

In the me antime I had given the Meo Lady, whose husband had been 
killed here a mon th ago by @ rice drop, and one man badly wounled who is 
still alive, but will mever be all right. The first man 10 children, second 
6, I had meny old clothes of mine, some Esther Kamphausen had left. Some 
CARE packages, canned milk, and salad ofl, I em sure it helped ourmuse, 
I also had a case of canned milk, for a pair of twin girle 4 months old, whose 

mother had died. I am trying to keep these girls alive, as twine Living in 
this country is a rerety. 

After the show climbed tack up the mountain end to bed. 

Sept. Sth - 

Up about 7:30, nice day but the wind blew terrific a1] night and still 
blowing. There is much work to be done here by Helio, but if wind don't let 
up it can't land today. 

About ten again went tothe villere, saw where Thongsar had set up his 
field Hospitel, and helped him some. Then visited the people, went on te 
the sehool house and distributed many coler beoks, picture books, colors, 
chalk etc. that had been doneted by children of a summer vacation Bible. 
school in Texas, ages 3 te 6. Many of the books, colors pencils had been 
used, but I never gave enythingout, thet was more appreciated, I teok pictures 
te send. 

Got back up mountain by three, they hed killed a big buffalo; and had 
& very touching Baci for the three of us. Many officials were here. After- 
words we had our mesting, leoks like two D.7.'s here. = 

fee f \ ee
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Another show in the evening one was a 4-H show, went over big. 

Sept. 9th - 

Slept late, Com Pi came up about nine, prepared to move to Houei Sa Amn. 
Hed another short mecting. The people asked for Thongsar te stay on 4 couple 
ef days, mich influence. More shots necessary, and the Medic here don't know 
too mich. I granted his stay, hoping te get him te Houei Khinin in two or 
three days. If plane comes Com Pi, his equinment and myself will move to Houei Sa 
Amn. 

I have had a little trouble here, as I promised these people a drop of 
black cloth and skirt meteriel 1 month ago. It never came. I know it got 
to the airport, someone got two drops. These new pilots are not like the old 
ones. When I get back, will prepsre what we have and come with the plane 
myself, 

Sept. li - 

Arrived Houei ge Ann about 3 yesterdsy afternoon. T had promised a show in 
here possibly in month, but made it in 8 deys. The people went wild. Had 
the show. 

Houei Sa Ann has cleaned up a let since we talked Sanation here. 

This village is completely out of rice. We will ext whotever can be 
found. I am alee out of coffee and cigarettes, Will find some native tobacco. 

Will spend the day walking to many villages. 

Sept. 12 < 

The enemy attacked me lest night, in the form of a small bee, this morning 
my left eye is completely closed and my nose looks like Jimmy Durante. As 

they would sey in Texas. Hes a sight, 

Walked to gother villeges today, talked mech ebout preserving livestock; 
saving rice seed, and plenting next year, Arrived back at camp shout 5:30. 
Com Pi was getting set for the night show. Held it on the side of e mountain, 

people had come during the day both near and fer. Estimate at least 500 
people. Beautiful monlight night in the mountains. It is now the t ime of 
year here, believe it or nét, that on 2 clear night between BS 10 and 12 o'clock 
you can read @ newspsper. Sod 

Sept. 13 - . 

Slept till nearly &, when I got up the people were already roasting a 40 
Ibs. pig. knowing the Helie may come early at about 16 one came, could a only 

take 200 lbs. I left Com Pi and part of movie outfit go. Ae I wouldn't think 
of letting him here slene. I may get out later in the dey.
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Now 12 o'clock have ate the pig. Still no rice. I just talked to a 
Drop plane, telling him we needed rice here. 

The language barrier many times gets you in trouble: some-times it helps. 
Last night after the show. I spoke in Lao to the Leo and Lao Toung people. 
Only thanking them for there kindness, eats, ¢ lodging ete. during our stay and hong 
hope they had a good night sleep and that Leos could soon be united, 

I asked 2 young Meo standing besides me te now say weht I said in Meo. 
thinking he understood Leo clearly, 

He talked at length, I understood mich he said, Instead of getting an 
answer back from the people, "Theat it made no difference we were glad to have 
you"t They said Mr. "POP" we will do it. 

Se this morning I ask him 211 he said, He said "Pop" I couldn't understand 
you. But I had heard you talk to our people before about the importance of 
cleaning the village, the bedy, plenting crops, taking cere of themselves 
in the future, etc. And not to expect the America and Mr. "POP" to be back if they “ 
didn't help themselves. It all worked, as I never saw 2 village more at work, 
than Howei Sa Ann is teday cleaning up.
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Septencer 2: 4De 

vert Viewtiane abows two o'eleak, by Carnous for ume Pisige 

°,% sahcel sopplies for sonag Waayg Toi vin Boy, Pro Song, Bern Bong, 

Carey ter teglea, hair auiting set amd other Slinge. 

baplaine a poestble futere Livestock srogran to the bhi faan 
: in the «veriug. Agked for all nang Theng officials to ucaw te a 

meeting 6+ cigeé oSahoak tomorrow. 

September the - 

az toe acebing, explaincé te the people now i think o Livastook 
aoe a tothe AS the game tiae setting their ideas. 

thew. 36 @ gow chante taet goon Hil} Taylor mid syeeli wiil 
have by female pigu, 4 laylag bens woud 30 guall duske torned ever j 

te ute Te ae as & abarters : i 

i a. gare of esoperation aascng the people. Bisy ecoq aawrs 

' i hope Apt it is peseisle ior wany meanone, ; : 

‘| 4, for ment to @Gt, Wiat livestusk io Alen, Khouwng Frovinee the 
anny hasti'’t etelen or killed, seal baa died, beacuse Lack 

: ot fot, and being moved ed musth. + 

2. {i Se pure af we cam make the Liveséoek Live, S114 and cyself 
. ‘i sen teach then suche 

; : , Se 15 d@ @6 Asat goiny te give Bill a oom ee te co wet be is 
y a quek. ied for. 

Abous Lo 1 Went to Mes Chom to oot Thomaar, we 1 need hin 
; badly at hen oo Phe im. But he wag bali 2 Gaye milk away. 

Took @uyplie® ko bowel Sa Avmy ad ates Late ee a 

sack ora Ab two of hook (eek aueplies to Sowae fan und Ted ida Soy. 

: At 35 gent to Gas Thong to ckack ries supply end Hospital. W411 
@ oleh when Bre Plats oan start hebpic; an this part ef it. 

#i1L =GLd another seeting tonicht, te discuss building, chieken 
UE E
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Ry. Thasag aet ce at ay Apte ot 6c§0 te aooempauny ae. ow happy 
3 I am far thige it ie not the works be will do. But to these pooghe 

I em just ene of tiem. They have great raepeet for Chiefs. 4nd for 
any one of ay people to accompany me. doom auch for ae, sieo for theme 
For when one of ay chief are with ee, 1% ankes thom foal like saurtedy 
really casat. Providing the sam with we knows how tu act. 

ook off 780 for Sua Thong where the livewtock will Land. i wilt 
prepare them to reovlve it. 4411 aieo give San Thong 0 duckee 

i S240 im the air for Ban Nee Have the Bad Ehon all eet to mecsive 
livestesk st Sem Bicng. Thay need nere drugs, and school supplies. 
Ree 140 shildren sav Chung. 

Will leeve fwo barvers sete 4% Ban Ba. - te out aghool e:ildwen's 
baie ~ and ghegk rice stosrage. : 

Bawe cued rise stevage hare, acicole are in fine shape. Heegital 
will gem be Pliaished. : 

12:40 lended Pha thao for gaa. Ato o Little, thacke to Mew. Phomste 
ook off anc ofalack. ae 

San Poa Ka / ; 

needs better aedias 

We Wilk pet 56 duckea hare, Reeds rice aud sehool supplies. 

"Took off fiom Ban Pha Ha 2430 for Pho Tong. Se 

_—sdaiwtod Phe Wong 1:45 Shi Kaom not theres explained to 35 boys 
about the ducke oouings 

f School gagily two teachert, wapglics Ueki. 120 children. 

Hetic needs penicillin, need rieo hare. : 

Took off °he Nong shout 2225 + lauded fhe Kao about 3, Sr. Thouns 
and ayoeli wag ahown the hospital and andie school by Chan the LeFels 
Lav edie. Walked a short distaace to tae home of the Mai Khen, explained 
the ducks coming here. 

Chan coated supplies for hie school which I will got. 

Lett Phe Ke ebout 5 + landed Vieotiane about siz,
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Agein i woakd Like to thank Mr. Thome for golng with mee 

i gamnst help but aention that every place we landed today they agked 
. ge whem the seeds were cowing teat | prondged. I will culy eay to the 

people who éces ovr procuring, @ennst plant seeds in sasw barks avi 
Sant suede axe soengew tuup SUNT Dobe 

"pop : 

) Tho following Lovter was sent to se frou Yaungnar by Helios 

Rea Chang ~- 26 Bupteaber 1967 ‘ 

Should Dadiy "POP" read ssscwesseee _ 

The funny, really and eheaeful stay of Hesidence end Refugee poophe at 
Bak Oho? 

im one day paserd, on 25th ef September 1962. Phere wee & plane af 
the Social Sel fare that flew froa Vientiane to Fan Chong gy rag 
of drovpings» rice and salte for Befugess, the plane got place 
Bbout 0500 Adie, and om ek Ses ee avinel: sath Wad Beaty ths 

of she old reaidense ero ‘and eked tach wit throe ahickens, but neboty 
oot bavks after the plane has dropyed ries and salts aiready, ali meidexee 
wee eG oe ee elem Cl eee eee 
were broken hy the plane that sane ‘ for you all refugecs; we have to | 
fine you allrefugece toe do many things for ue that the sack ef rice and salto 
hit cu hve, killed our chickens ead sur old crand howe's eplrite have 
gone away from us ond aie euy kink of aniwale will cose te eat Um Upess 

So yu are al refugees whe tay in our old ares, heve to do the thing 
that we axe offering as fellows: 

Le ALi refugees have to got one big pig that caste about $000 Kip 
to kid1 for offering to our old gread spirits eoting and forelling then 
beak te eur cope for staying with us agmin. 

2. Gave to buy tw: big ehdokens for our old grand apirit cating and 
waking thes Jeol haypye : i 

je Hove to fig our howes ag the rane before and have to de all things 
as ¢o0n es powsible, beonuse If the time ie over for three daya, aw old 
atend spirit will go far away and will never sone back again. 

tetygooe amid: ail tights you are all ace people as the sauty and alao 

ae ca
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ya people so% rive frou refugees, and why did you all enticed a urouble 
- Like that’ Why did 3 we all refageee fia your howses. sa good as fie sane 

beforet chculdn's we? Howevers. vefugese tried te de in & good way! 
bub ali reaidesse people just suid im the eame thing on abcval both of 
residence and refugece, they never agreo with eagh other for thee days 
and they don't know how to do te emok ether either; aud toe fourth day 
wefageos cave to ge0 uo end imvited ae te be ® juice in their prokleng 
and then £ nygelf went to talk to ald those pevple that, I said that ens 
& Ordinary thing. that drop plane ewuld ach age nothing, aid ohe did 
seb pay attention to hit yas people houses broke, and 1 thoudit that 
ah@ tried to drop an BeZq, Sut the weather wes too cloudy. => 
people will not aquee With each ether and then I°L) go to talk POF 
and Colonel Vak Pa® to come up here aud give you @i1 pocple a good juiget 
en ae 8 ee ae oe aan as te te 
talking, they thought thet, 4f Thi POF om Colonel Var PAY wild case ups 
it wight a ne Oe Ge ete Grat oo a ee te 
this wayt Refugeoe have tu fix their houses ae god as the sane before 
end give eo, 1,04 Kip for saking on something to their old grand apigit! 
So wight sows they bave no hard prebles to diecuss furteh-or ia SA GHGNG 

1 thugs) tat ay sow id e peaphe the mane that wae 8 funny te ae 

@ gruat ThowMY 

es



Yagld capers 

Te ie. Klideet 

Got. lh 

i@fs Vientines shout 2 o'vlodh, arrived Teng Tieng 3 o'aleck. 
e fe;lor had keep the one Delite bomy all day Galivering sup idee, shocking 

Livedtouks at Bhe com, and rice gt tis places he visited, plus dalivered 
Thet cer to tan Benphakha. The other tea dows mopt of tiw day, bets.sy 
trouvie, the Weather glowed in, 1 ene afvatd te take off for dowel “oa, 
a tt io = ? Beu flight end wight have to wim up sleeping in Jam Seo 
hte. Ye ste @upper At che Cel heuge and cigoussed eany pstlet. 

‘ash, 15 : 

4443 wont So Pheu Jem which fe in 1.!. Arevinca, wleo to Gayaboury 
to Geck refugee deal there, ke get buck about 3, | then sant ida te 
‘ha ut, Wath Gruge and seedasg will go right on in te ‘lew tiara, with 

Bice Fequenit ena drug roques:, 

fhe other plane asein waa down till 1th) again begtery trouble, 
after ke eos gating sent nim ome trip San Thou, vith new sigaml for foie 
and rocLogyukgeant chem 2 tripe te fan Na with twe ‘eo feciliea. The 
Wektocr aain @leeec in carly in betweun tinase tecay, I vialted the 
oat ial, echeel ami livestook. I cot Z Grube lone of map lies today 
Mes. 4k, coum bere, stlad oil and sexe blusk cloth. Bidi sexi » will 
oiewbute aut ef here. 

yen the reperia © noep getting, i don't beliove owe Priends are 
plague & very Qaur game, sigh rein bere tonight. (5 ia noytmt tice 
af your you ova Pead a newpaper by noo mlight. 

Get. 16 
avec Thowgger fron dan Ganghekoa te Suua Long. Te, lor worked in the 

ya An oteme We Glaurlbuted many seeds act cruge, ay first beich of seoda 
are One. - have been to San Me again to try solve the Air doerion 
webles, t Jae Yoong to ebesk hospital ani get mediag for other plaunty 

at alec seut « plane into Sax lew aren te sick situation. 

\ ttt. 27 

Sout te Vientisne early to uneck sone air riaing prods bere, to 
awe gure . wie delim the right tilnge Gob many somecditiu® ready te seve 

i north, tedkec to ir. laley, 3411 went many pleaes to chook rlee. hie is 
dv itweif e big job. I set back here at Song Tieng abeut $ on the Dome, 
eo,ho + woe in Vientiane 4 glee aev Lermer fer Sob Dingieodioe te eueek and 
liver df. 8 49 alae @tripa he goui. lewd ab teday; amé tenorrar., Thom & 

wiki om . bee rene with Galio, : 

chug J¢ ene of Ghote mighte the. ce will go to sheep, Listening to 

preity fo cue on geoh side of ua, pomalbly 6 a 1G mlesaway end polievge 
a Gum nee not Gare.
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Sete. 18 

The rest ofthe seeds case yeuterdny, i wes up wurhy, het muti bel> te 
wenare then to gp. Ghe Bolie esam, gent hia With seeds and rafiugee Sadly 

te ihe Jc, Ga retomn sant hie to aan Vieng and fhoagbet with iron bere, seuce 
z aw. eerook up Ades, Vhe other Helio eae at 12, 2121 went t¢ Paons Bouk, 

ape sami; ket wlth seuda smd te aheek rice and nusber of refuceee, plane 
auld nob ot in Sem Vieng and Shesoket fag, hae nee gone te Fhou Semg and 

tan “pa ihe with eeeda emi te aeve Father drwchard, Flame returned, 
éwlivery wade, sent B11) te dao Thong with seada, ani on into Vientiane wi th 
neegices, i vant to tan Me emi jem Chong with eeude and pote soi pam, At 
hem Sang the arese win ang bet. + theoght bwet net lend. fut the pilot 
dwaided @ifiorent, wie ht, « guvee the reseon far the laying tes, there waa 
& soume wether with ene ef the gorst esese ef farie~Serie | ewer ase, with « 
aoeadi tar in bed vemdition, leaded then in, it wae dete the wind blowing 
warcier, « take off 1 won't forget Yor while, we nerely sace 14 aff when, the 
Tint annght wa, turned the plane mearly upside damn, bat a iurvifie job the 
gllet «16, beimaing 4¢ cub. Vike to @eorone, the Lsdy and onby wee ali 

ower the beck ond. Bt all ie well end ane ie on her way to 2 

et. 1 

2 \al.ce vad, ome te The (fn Foi, boun Ann, Sun Fankie, with eorde, 
@enee] supplies end amwge aml to check Bequwrtity, which sae beer bed, alo te 
renew, “aioer Sruesnard. The bent | can aay mere, he ace it back. The other 
pisne Grup e¢ such pice Jn Aha Ahag oped, Went WIth thie plane te celiver sesds 
ana oupplice te <eued Midna and Sex smug. The other plane is net gone to 
Dan {tars Iron Wath, suede, Gruge, salocl gup, lies. 4 ance just now 4 0 elcek 
gern. olber plene Pre and Ban Senphakhe, seeds, pete and pans anc refuges 
MGtale. Che anount of sadl that gone and cones would gugrise you. We are 
having ong relqee aovenent, 400 amrivec yeutertay at caong sok trom Viethen 
200 arrived Shou Seng frau Sony Ueb, tay are #tili osming into Rewei Suong 
iver san Keo, Uad 6 mevonent in the Pasha avet the lest three dave of about 
400 criven frex there hemes, Shen inat Selie arrives ( will send tim to Pm 
thee tc take 3 of Andya' people te Vientiane. So far my bewt day, no “elie 
trovbla ond weather goad. . 

‘te BO f 

" a Gay i@ Cinishe’ evoept Listening tw miner problens. it nas tweily 
wees & wi day. 2 dmratee loads ef Oried “41k and eateal eapylies. She 
pettar took one lead of refuges supplies te #uang ‘ook, there wa Just get new 
culaeee, he mide anotaer wip ta Howed Ja sna with digviesed people from 
Let, one trip 30 “now Chan with wep Lies and. shack rice and gi tumtiam,. 

xe i leecet both Helios this serning to deliver seeds, “rug, echecl supplies 
te > pieces in san Seu, the rent af the Cay Guay moved #edice and get out tre 
tomie!, amy womded died in den Neus peetercay. 1 sigh’ have saved Lis, hed 
~ end the plone, bat that it de @ 1/2 heur trip, | anew 1 was coin: te send one 
today, cd e@biaes trying to eave, don't grt it, 2 cuaee., 1 and tne Col. rode 
Vawy ace abl day, @elivering sup Mee end getting ov3 sick, where Belize can't 
Hite Tae lor once om Ome ef toe Carmtag, but aad te zo back.



sa had 

m Gm : 

ell the firs? big eel) juet went off, you oam get your clock ty thon, 
2 @elack each nisht, 

. “atte 24 

é4 @ aooting leet night we decidefi te gut iu all tee Sei Anong 
‘ ive: Villages, ¥e gould and hove & mouting to explein the rive situation. 

end Se all we could te get tee Fight eacagit im the Fight ;lecem, 4 om 
eure Be wili shange ween Tigurets 

“Op” » 

‘ q J 
‘
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October 31, 1962 

MEMORANDUM FORs Mr. Charles A. Mann 

FROM : Mr. "Pop" Buell ; 

War does many things, other than kill people, drives people from 
their homes, some are injured never to work again, some become wholly 
dependent on others, some become bitter and worthless, mich territory 
becomes laid full of mines. But besides this it educates many people, 
learns peoples of different races that they can live and get along together. 
Much is learnt in the medical field and I believe the love for home life, 
family life and the love for your country becomes much greater. 

: The above has all happened here. In the beginning these hill peoples 
were a proud and independent people, freedom at any cost. Today they are 
more so. But if a near just peace isoffered, they are ready and hungry to 
put down their arms, go to their former homes and help make a laos for all 

peoples, 3. 

To accomplish this they will need help from others, mostly help to 
help themselves. 

First many will go back to their former homes, others would like to 
build small towns and even possibly the small city centrally located. 

‘ Ce : : 
Ph eee a ae se 

We will need nodern equipment manned by people who know how to operate 
to clear the mine fields, quantities I have no idea, but there are mines 
everywhere, eee Bee Ces : 

We will then build homes and towns; the needs will be as follows: = 
le Cross cut saws : 1000 : 
2. Hand saws : 18,000 ; : 
3. Shovels 20,000 

- 4. Iron bars | ; : 100,000 
5. Anvils ; ‘500 
6. Tongs 1,000 
7. Forge hammers ‘ 500 

8. Carpenter hammers ‘ 18,000 
9. Axes 4,000 

10. Hoes oe 30,000 
ll. Portable sawmills 20 
12. Trucks to haut logs from forest 5 
13. Bulldozer to build roads to new 4 

= location . : 2 or’3 

If the above are furnished these people would need very little building 
material sent in. Trained Americans could help mich. 

We have now built homes, towns and roads, now we mist eat. I have been 
assured if left alone the Meo people will have plenty of rice seed for next 

year's planting, the lao and Lao Toung will need some estimate 300 tons. They
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have saved much seed in the past year from what seed USOM has given, but 
some would have to be given. 

Livestock and poultry has about disappeared, stolen by the enemy, 
disease, etc. 

Fz 1. Water Buffalo 2000 
2. Cattle 15,000 female, 1500 male 
3. Pigs 15,000 female, 1500 male 
4. Chickens 50,000 female, 5000 male 

Ducks have survived and will miltiply 
5e Plows ; 2000 - 
6. Drags ; 2000 

. They will do their own bridge building with own material, except for 
U spikes. : % ; 

Home furniture and appliances have been lost, burnt or stolen. There 
must be an immediate way to get such commodities in to start markets, 75% 
could slowly purchase their own, 25% would probably need help. 

We feel if they could be purchased at a fair price these people could 
purchase at once 200 jeeps and 50 seneral hauling trucks and 5000 bicycles 
and possibly as much as 30 smaller tractors for road building, hauling, etc. 

Looms and weaving equipment is gone, 3 or 4 hundred different types. 

Different types of fruit trees. it 

We would like to introduce rice hullers, possibly 50. 

I would like one immediately, if USOM can't furnish perhaps they could 
help find one. I have the villagers try it and, if necessary, the people 
will purchase, ee fata Sy 

Help in building better hospitals and to train medics. 

Now, last but far from Lena ne at present have 57 one room schools with 
an average attendance of 100. They are growing by leaps and bounds. In the 
future we will need at least 5 centrally located schools for higher learning. 

The above has been written in a hurry, but came from nearly an all night's 
talking and thinking. There probably are some corrections to be made and some 
additions to be made. ‘ 

In this report we have used an estimate of 130,000 people, broken down 
into 18,750 families, using as a guide 200 larger villages and possibly 5 small 

towns and a small city. : 

The above has been gathered together by Colonel Vang Pow, some of his 

advisors and "Pop" Buell. 

"Pop" Buell
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Field feport 

Tos RKiliott 

mee: te (1762) 

Left Vientisne 1? o'clcok, arrived Sam Thong; Taylor wee ready to 
leave for Vienbiane ent go to Sayaboury tomorrow. Got things squared . 
away here, loft for Souei Se Amn ond Bawse Long, Spent the aight at 
Houst Sa:kem. Firet time for this pilot to evend « night im the wountalns, 
The people are cing fair. it takes such talking. (t sleaye seams in 
thie area which ie close to San Heue and extends ever to the Vietqliaa border, 
That the peaple just gets cunfidence and something started, when the exeny 
takes & village or comes in and steals, ete. 

Sovenber ‘72h 

¥ went to bed last night, not feeling the best, uw at 6 this moming, 
Se Ee a Oo eae 
for here. These geve ee 160,006 kip sone 1 sonth ago to buy 
commodities. I am new im the process of handing then out. 

Pilot came back 10: 90, had be was never coping backs Was gone 5-1/2 
hours, on lees than on howr's flight. These things make you old, when 
you yourself are in the plane it's 0K. 

i believe the past two years I have thoaght acre about my Nother 
worrying about a@ ue & youn; aan than the rest of uy life put together. 

The operation got just 4 little aixed up. ‘The io bay who helps 
RO, Wanted to keep the planes going. Ue sant the planes te the right 
places, but wrong commedities. He felt bad, but this is the way you leara 
we will fix it Osh. 

Bill @ase in about 2, we soved such stuff today, Bill went to spend 
the night at Moung Rget. Yhere again we heave bed core refugees come in 
@lose te Viet Han. 

< don't spend ag wach tiwe as I should here in this village. I 
walked it tonight after durk. The one Nhi Ban's child is wery ill. i 
think T.5. ithe mother died 5 sunmthe ago. I have furmished silk foo it 
all elong. I have asked hin an lasnr ts a While 1 distributed the load, 
iad Andy go nove « medic from Pho to Ban Gen Phe Ke. Andy eure helps 
mugh when he is wp here, All people likes hia. 

i had thee Leave «e off at Sen Tong, Andy went to Khi Pu and Pha Peung 
te see shout getting two of sic fauilies cut to go to Churdh school.
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I got supplies ready for next day. Took a load to Pho Go, till then 
I wae feeling tough enouch again, that I decided te spend the nicht here 
rather than enother hours flight. As the plane Sad to cone beck here 
towerrow, Thongear ic here duing the good job as upuslly. Have s 5 year 
old girl here to send to Vientiane tenorrow, a hernia bas couse out, very bad, 
The people here ales hee let up a little, because of late eneuy covenents, 

Hovexber Sih 

Sornear ease in this sorning about 9 with pote, pans and black doth, 
sunt Bie right back for aucther load, I thought wany tines how it was. 
Be always suye eke “hen i sav it lest night, it ese Seginming to look 
just like a little conkey, when this beopene it won't be long. Unless you 
get it to ook. 

i went fartier the hd Enon's dwighter ie seriously i1l. i found 
si hae had bieeding disextary, now i am cure Paeumenia. I spent cast of 
the might with her, i and the witch dester side by side. She any be a 
little better, but as soon as I got a plane. 1 am going for belp. We cannot 
Leese this child, She in 6 yearasld, not only « little friend, but the 
Bhi Whon's daughter. If we oan seve ber, 14 will help send many wounds thas 
bappended here in the past. A story wiish every Averiom in Laos shculd 
kaow. So you wouldn't eake the sane mistakes. I would glediy tell snyone 
who is intereeted. 

Bovesber LOth 

I get to Vlemtiane about 10, I sure would have like te had Mary Jane, 
for many reasons, she can speak the language, she knows these hill oustous 
au & women ot tines can do wonders. She was in Bangkok, tried Mr. Thouss 
wife gouldn't got, Acray tried cue lady Amoriean eoulda'tt contact. He then 
got Felix for se, After we srrived I explained the probles to Folix. 
@id @ fine jobs, ws got peraisuion to take it tu O65. hospital. 

The rest of the day wes spent soving cosscdities and getting a badly 
wounded cut of Paate Gee Beun Provinoe. I still don't feel guod, I guess 
not enough sleep, plus @ chest aold. Thongar and [ wili dogtor up tonight. 
Bill spent wight in Vientiane. 

Hevesber Lith 

Bid not get uw till Belic conse. 6:30, fesl no butter. Gas yinns wili 
shuttle Kec purchases commodities te Phe Fhenge I an heving Bhi Khons from 
San Ha and evel Khinin sect here, to try and eclve a serious problex. 

i would go but don'ts fesl up te riding plemes today. Got the one cut of San 
Ba, but not Housi Ehinin. So ve went to Houei Zhiuie. Found the quailty partys 
The trial is now tuking place.
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Had enother wounded at Hong None, Sem Neus. Sent Bill and a Meo 
Wedic plus drags te Pha Buy when there is no medic. Very close to sneny, 
wauy reported sick, Ne will apend the sight there. 
Up at 6, feeling auch better, only a bad cough. Hed o auell robery here 
last night, plus Pha Deng took te shooting big guns about 9, shock the people 
ap a Little. Ye just hed « ax 5 yoars old boy badly burnt with het water, 
Thomgear tock over. Save two mothery hore now without oilk to nurse 
their babies. 

Had a vory rough bat good meeting Last night about vice distributions 

Hovesber 13th 

Today I went to Sau Seua Srovinse te get a badly wounded. Visited 
Phia Khon, Hong Nong and Houel Moung. The people ere not tow bad off. 
Ave plesting geréon seoda and aeving rice seed for next 6 yeare excep. 
But they are sure and so um I that the eseay won't let thea most. in 
this area we have eure done wonders about disentary and skim diseases, 
Sné it ie unbelievable what tie apcearance of an Anerican or Helio does to 
theme 

Bill worked sostly delivering drugs. 

I went to Vientisne with soue problens, forgetting it wae Holidays 
_ ‘Unable te contact no ones 

Hovenbar 14th 

Med a nice evening. Jobmny Lee the Chinese borm Acwrican, 175 Piles 
ana who haa been in tee Par East many years and probably one of the aost 
thougit of Ae ricans in lace. By native people. We roou together but 

haxdly ever eee each other. Anyway lust night wa telked the whole thing 
Overs 

I brought éruge im one clan@, an air American radio wan with me, 
te work on the Beacon at Pho Pa. Yent into Toi Lin Bol, delivering 
echo] supplies and iron bare. Bill delivered and explained eonsodi ties 
plus distribution, left with bis Meo interpreter to spend two or three 
days in the Pha Seung arom, Setting up a neypragran. : 

We ave doing our best trying to work oe if there really will de a 
Coalition Goverment. 

i heave a fine two days planned for iy.Ellictt. I an sure he wili 
understand the work and the erobleas better, He has alvays bat such greet 
trust in we. i 2 prowd to show hin the rewul te. 

Spent the night at Ben Ba.



Sas 

Rovenver 14th 

Up eaxly to be sure and have everything in order when the Jose arrivere 
The ome plane arrived early, sest Thongear te Ben Som Pha with one Lond 
of cloth end pans, was te resain on strip till Mr. Niliott and ayseif 
got there. Goon found out Ellictt plane would be late, soter trouble. 
When she plane did arrive no Blliett. i sent tee plane te piek up Father 
BSroshavd aud wove hia to Hong Benge Ao I as determined to build encther 
ideal viliege at Sau Tonge I spent 5 hours taking village leaders to see 
whet I think a great Agriqultuse refugee program at Bout Geun. In all 
about 20 sew it from the air. Gouldn't velleve their epee. If ali tae tice 
I heave epent in Leos and hadn't dene snother thing. Thia alone would beve 
been a good job did. 

Toenk God Elliott got bere abcut 1 1 guese. ie got to see a little 

ef San Tong. Ue sieo saw wy Agric. progroe from the air and aaw Pho Cons 
Sis tro days tummed to be only 5 hours. ope ho Liked whet be saw. 

Spyont she night at Toi Lin Hoy. 

Bevesber i5th 

Planes oace lete; delivered cowncdities te Toi Lin Moy. Ben Sen 
Pha Ea, and Pho So. Gne plene had to be in early the other had kind 
wheel trouble, elso had te go in, Did not get Taylor cut of Phe Peung. 
Again lest oight we hed 4 very sick child Pnewsunia. We had given it 
nediaine two Gaye aco, I o= cure the witch dostor stopped ite I ané? Thengear 
explain:d again. We didn't want to chenve their eustons, but work with then, 
either the only ¢1@ or take wedicine. I renliy bore down. They ceve it~ 
drugs all night. This sormming the baby ie auch better, fiveryone is happy.
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Report on Activities March 31, 1967 

Since coming back from home leave, I have written no over-all report. I 

will attempt to bring you up on what has taken place the past two months. 

The warehouse in Sam Thong is nearly finished. It will be completed in 
approximately 2 weeks. All the lumber has come from the sawmill at 20A. 
We are now starting to get lumber for the school project, but it will be 
slow. Logs are getting scarce. It will be no problem to get logs when more 

work is done on the road so we can move the sawmill, but that is 6 months away. 

The refugee movement out of 20A has gone unbelievably well. We have records 

on nearly 3000. More have gone. We will make an up-to-date check again this 

week. There has also been approximately 1800 move down along the road from 

other areas. These people have mostly come from the Sam Neua and East Xieng 
Khouang areas, either from behind enemy lines or driven out because of air 

strikes. These movements are beginning to bother me much. I know the policy 

is to move all the people possible along the road. This will look good on reports 
for people who finish their tour in one year or more, but for the long pull it can 

really cause a big problem for these people. In the past we have ruined many 
good farm areas, plus removed all the timber by putting in too many people. I 

can see as many as 12,000 moving into this area during this year. If this is 

done, I can see the land near worthless in 5 years. 

We have and are taking care of the people who have moved with rice and any 
tools or iron bars that are needed. We have had good support from 20A on 

this, from General Vang Pao and other leaders, plus aircraft for dropping 
rice and moving people from other areas. They have cleared much land. We 
have the rice seed for them, 

The Muong Hiem program is going good. There were 24 buffalo put in by USAID. 

Moving the tractor in from 20A and plowing approximately 12 hectares for them 

had a big effect. The Chao Khoueng and Chao Muong are really bearing down on 

these people to plant both hill and paddy rice, how much self-sufficiency will 

remain to be seen. We have the seed ready for them. 

Daily we have refugees come into the Sam Neua and Eas Xieng Khouang areas. 

Some we can move at once, but large groups have become a problem. For 

instance in the Site 201 area which comes under attack nearly weekly, there are 

approximately 1600 people who would like to come out. In these cases there is 
just not aircraft available. At the same time it is rough in these cases to 
see these people taken over by the enemy. 

The agriculture program continues to move forward. There have been 1021 

70-kilo sacks of rice seed collected, which will be used here and other parts 
of Laos. Ten pigs have been put out which came from our own stock here. We 

are now furnishing meat for the hospital from the farm at 20A. 40,000 fish
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Report on Activities 

March 31, 1967 -2- 

have been put out. There are now at least 2000 fish ponds. 1 ton of corn 

seed has been collected for distribution, plus 3 tons from Vientiane, of 

which 1300 kilo was sent to Luang Prabang. 

The one thing I feel is lacking, as has so many times, is Vientiane not 

getting vegetable seeds and other seeds in time for planting season. Nothing 

reaps more dividends than seeds. We may send a lot of seeds which will look 

good on reports, but harvest is what counts. You plant in the spring not 
winter. 

Public Health and Public Works continue to do their fine job. We do have a 
critical water problem, of which Iam sure Mr, Cole is aware. Education is 

progressing slowly but surely. Norm Green is doing real good work, 

One very large problem I have (or headache if you wish) is FAR soldiers and 
dependents going and coming from Vientiane. None of the native people from 

this area can go to Vientiane, but daily they see FAR go. It is eventually 

going to cause some shootings. I have without any support from Vientiane cut 

this 50%. Have had a couple threatening letters. If I bagkx have to live with 
this, Ican. But I do feel with some support from Vientiane I could cut it 
more, At present the ticket price to come back up is from 5 to 10 thousand 

kip according to cargo. I feel planes and U.S. taxpayers dollars could be 

used to a much better advantage. 

|
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USAID - Area 
APO San Francisco 96352 
March 26, 1970 

: Hi: 

I feel that you have not only did me an injustice 

but I definitely know you did the Meo a great 
injustice. At times it is hard for me to believe 

to what lengths some people will go to hurt or 
destroy others for a small personel gain, In 
your case, because of your dislike for CIA, you 
were willing to put the whole northeast into 
jeopardy. 

Py? 
+7 J 

Mr. Pop | 

\ 

| 
' |
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USAID ~ Area | 
APO San Francisco 96352 
May 15, 1970 | 

| 

| 

Mr. Joseph A. Mendenhall | 
Foreign Service Inspector 
American Embassy | 

APO New York 09794 

Dear Joe: | 
| 

I really appreciated receiving your letter concerning the loss of Sam | 
Thong.- It was quite a blow to all of us, but we have been able to | 
keep the program going and to take care of the refugees which is my | 
main concern. At this point, except for a few sites north of the PDJ, 
the north is gone. We have no area left in Sam Neua Province and very | 
little left in Xieng Khouang Province. | 

As you know by now, Sam Thong was retaken the end of March and we have : | 
been able to hold on to it. USAID has not started operations there, but | 
it's becoming relatively secure once again. Losses were bad, but they . | 
could have been a lot worse. The hospital did not burn completely down, 
only one wing was destroyed and we were able to get out much of the 
equipment after Sam Thong was retaken. Our warehouse-office burned 
down as well as the rice warehouse. Several of the USAID houses were | 
also burned. The Chao Khoueng's office, military headquarters, and 
several homes in the village also were destroyed. It is a sad sight to | 
see. 

Long Cheng was never lost but has had several mortar and rocket attacks. 

General Vang Pao is still operating out of there. Several of the Long | 
Cheng people have returned though many are still living in the surrounding 1 
jungles. Most of the refugees from the north and Sam Thong have moved 

\ south into Vientiane Province. My staff and I are working out of Ban Nasu 
\ which is about a 30-minute Porter ride north of Vientiane. As you can 

| imagine, we have lost several people during the movement of refugees, some 
| have been killed and some have gone with the enemy. I only hope that we | 

can have peace so that the Meo can quit fighting and become farmers | 
again. After nine years, they are tired. | 

| |



Febraary 10, 1972 | 

Father "Pop" 

You have been being our father for many years, and we never 

forget. Along with this I have one Meo gun, two Meo knives and 

one of my own picture for you as a souvenir when you leave Laos 
to the United States. I wish you have good luck and dumiktxxamk 

hope that you will never forget Laos and the USAID family. 

Now you're going to leave us. I would like you to give me 

one vehicle as an inheritance from you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Zeu Keu Moua 

|
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Te i DEPARTMENT OF STATE : 
ye es DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

ae Ph WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520 

May 6, 1974 

Mr. Edgar M, Buell 
USAID /GRRA 

APO San Francisco 96352 

Dear. Mr. Buell: 

lian aa SH i Rave approved your application for disability retire- at 
ment under the Foreign Service Retirement and Disability 
System. 

The Deputy Assistant Secretary for Medical Services ad- 
vises me that, at the time of your resignation, you were' 
totally disabled for useful and efficient service within 
the meaning of the Foreign Service Act. I have reviewed 
your medical file in accordance with 3 FAM 672.3-4 and 
have determined that you are totally disabled, and that 
your disability is of a permanent nature. 

Your official records are being amended to reflect dis- 
ability retirement effective March 31, 1974. In this 
connection, AID will send you an amended copy of Standard 
Form 50. 

I sincerely hope that being relieved of the pressure of 
your duties will brinag about improvement in your health. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hugh’ G, AG, 
Deputy Director neral
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QUOTATIONS 

“| THINK POP IS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW THE ANCIENT GODS WERE AUGUST | 4 , | 999 

BORN - - - WHETHER YOU BELIEVE IT OR NOT, THERE ARE STILL 

GIANTS IN THE EARTH.” 

- - JOHN STEINBECK, LAos, 1967 | 

“THEN A STRANGER APPEARED AND HE TAUGHT US TO USE THE | A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE, 

PLOW AND HOW TO SOW AND HOW TO HARVEST, HE BROUGHT US A DAY OF RECOGNITION, 
WRITING SO WE COULD KEEP RECORDS, HE GAVE US HEALING | 

MEDICINES TO MAKE US HEALTHY, AND HE GAVE US PRIDE SO WE A Day TO HONOR AND CHERISH THE 

WOULD NOT BE AFRAID AND WHEN WE LEARNED THESE THINGS HE MEMORY 

WENT AWAY.” 

- - JOHN STEINBECK LAos, 1967 | OE 

“IN Laos, RETIRED INDIANA FARMER EDGAR BUELL IS | 

AFFECTIONATELY REFERRED TO AS “MISTER PoP”. TO THE EDGAR af MR. POP” BUELL 

TRIBESMEN THIS MEANS, SIMPLY, “SENT FROM ABOVE,” | 

THE LEGEND AND REALITY OF EDGAR BUELL HAVE, FOR 

GOOD REASON, GROWN INTO GODLIKE PROPORTIONS. SINCE HIS ISI3- 1980 

ARRIVAL IN LAOS IN I960, HIS SUPERHUMAN EFFORTS ON } 

BEHALF OF THE MEO TRIBESMEN HAVE BEEN NOTHING SHORT OF 

ee | HUMANITARIAN 
WHEN THE COMMUNISTS DROVE THE MEO FROM THE PLAINE 

DES JARRES INTO THE HILLS, HE MASTERMINDED AIRLIFTS OF 

FOOD, CLOTHING, AND MEDICINE, AND MANAGED TO KEEP ALIVE 

HALF A MILLION HOMELESS TRIBESMEN AS THEY FLED FROM ONE | 

VILLAGE TO THE NEXT IN A DESPERATE, UNCEASING ATTEMPT TO WORKED WITH, LIVED WITH, LOVED THE 
SURVIVE. TO PROTECT HIS REFUGEES, MISTER POP HELPED TO 

ORGANIZE, TRAIN AND LEAD A 5,OO0O MAN GUERRILLA ARMY THAT | HMONG & LAO REFUGEES IN Laos 

HELD OFF NORTH VIETNAMESE AND PATHER LAO FORCES. | | 9S60- | 9S8O. His LIFE TRULY MADE 

BUELL SET UP THE FIRST MEDICAL TRAINING SCHOOLS IN THE 

AREA. HIS SCHOOL SYSTEM, THE FIRST IN THE HISTORY OF THE A DIFFERENCE. 

MOUNTAIN PEOPLE, WAS BEGUN IN ONE ROOM, AND HAS NOW 

GROWN TO INCLUDE MORE THAN 80,000 STUDENTS.” 

- - Book JACKET FROM “MR, Pop”



TODAY, WE CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF 

EDGAR BUELL AND CONVEY OUR 

DEEPEST APPRECIATION FOR HIS DEDICATION CEREMONY 

HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS. HIS LIFE WAS PROGRAM 

DEDICATED TO THE ENRICHMENT OF THE ' 

LIVES OF THOSE PEOPLE HE HELD SO SATURDAY, AUGUST 14, 1999 

DEAR, THE HMONG AND LAOTIAN 2/30 BoM. 

REFUGEES IN LAOS. EDGAR DEDICATED S.W. CORNER OF STATE ROUTES 34 

2O YEARS OF HIS LIFE TO MAKE THEIR AND 49 IN EDON, WILLIAMS Co., OH 

PART OF THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE 

TO LIVE, LOVE AND WORK. HE HELPED 

THEM SURVIVE IN A HOSTILE AND WAR MASTER OF CEREMONIES.....JOHN 

TORN COUNTRY. HIS IS A LEGACY THAT FOSTER 

WILL LIVE FOREVER IN THE HEARTS AND 

MINDS OF THE HMONG AND LAOTIAN 

PEOPLE. MAY HIS LEGEND INSPIRE AND MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 

MOTIVATE OTHERS TO DO THEIR PART TO 

MAKE THIS WORLD A BETTER PLACE TO INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

LIVE. THANK You, Mr. POP, YOU WILL 

BE WITH US ALWAYS IN OUR MEMORY. UNVEILING OF THE MEMORIAL 

WITH SINCERE GRATITUDE, CLOSING THOUGHTS 

THIS MEMORIAL IS DEDICATED BY YOUR 

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS IN THE EDON, 

OHIO AREA.



SS SS RE ae eS SS 

mip ' 
ERS SEEGER 

VOLUME 120 - Number 36 Wednesday, August 18, 1999 

‘NEE eS 

Se NI ee FO VAIN 

Dedication of Buell memorial lea 
. The unveiling of the monument Ernie Kuhn, who along with 

commemorating the life and Buell was one of only three US 
humanitarian work of Edgar "Pop" AID workers to ever receive the 
Buell was accompanied by tears and highest award bestowed by the . 
heartfelt emotion by his family, Laotian government, the Order of >, y "4 
friends and co-workers during the the Million Elephants and White ok 
Edon Days' celebration. Parasol, recalled atime when Buell == . © : 

The corner lot at the intersection tackled the problem of a lack of ~ oe — fs 
of the main thoroughfares in town protein in the diet of the mountain" é rr 
was filled with family and on- _ tribes. ee - : 
lookers for the program. John He approached the ‘American ...- cc o ; 
Foster, serving as master of officials for assistance in creating "*™ . | | < io-  <—s.. : 
ceremonies, gave a brief history of fish farming ponds, and was turned J? * 2 a s | _ q 
Buell’s work in Laos, and why the down. Undeterred, Buell secured a 3 tn - —_- * ae 
Chamber had undertaken the project donations and used his own money LP ® J > a 
to honor him. to push forward and make those fish > . = “ ~ be 

"Today, we celebrate the life.of farms a reality. Shortly thereafter, v i . _- ™ 

Edgar Buell and convey our deepest the aid program created an = ~ Z o 
appreciation for his humanitarian aquaculture program, recognizing rm f os 

efforts," said Foster. "His life was _ the success of the effort. 4 ; _ 
dedicated to the enrichment of the Also sharing memories of “Pop” see 
lives of those people he held so were his pilot in Air America, Ray - /_ 
dear, the Hmong and Laotian Jeffreys, and his secretary in Wr css ( : fa + so 
refugees in Laos." Bangkok, Thailand, Carol Mills. , — Se hl 

Buell had dedicated 20 years of With the unveiling of the s F -_ . 
his life "to make their part of the monument, Buell's family. 4 ie : af) 
world a better place to live, love and including his sister Thelma Varner, ‘ i 
work." Through his efforts, he aided daughter Harriet and husband Wes 2°: E _ 
them to survive and improve their Gettys, son Howard Buell, brother [3 , ¢ +" — _ 
lives in a country torn apart by war Lee Buell and wife Margie as well [Mg 4 rm . =_ 4 
and at great risk to both his and as several nieces, nephews and <i nd ee | =" ie 
their lives. grandchildren, were choked up with WP “ie ” a : 4 ee ¥ 

"His is a legacy that will live emotion for the simple dignity of jj = a. Oo 
forever in the hearts and minds of the polished granite memorial, "™™ mo vg ar | >. 
the Hmong and Laotian people," inscribed with a likeness of Buell "ei a | 
shared Foster. "May his legend and bearing the following i . - : 
inspire and motivate others to do _ inscription: a a. — ow f A 
their part to make this world a Edgar "Mr. Pop" Buell; 1913- E dl 
better place to live." 1980, Humanitarian. Worked with, : a 

Friends and co-workers shared lived with, loved the Hmong and ) ale - : 
their memories of Buell, and how Lao refugees in Laos, 1960-1980. Thelma Varner, left, 2 sister of Edgar Buell, and Harriet Ge 
his down to earth approach to His life truly made a difference.” his daughter, were accorded the honor of unveiling the men 

solving problems and ability to The ceremony concluded with a tg Edgar “Mr. Pop” Buell for his humanitarian efforts in Soutt 
communicate broke down gathering of the friends and family Asia. The ceremony, which featured the remembrances of se 
innumerable barriers. to share their memories of Pop.
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