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REPORT OF VISIT TO PRISONER OF WAR CAMP LAMONT (near Bakersfield), CALIFORNIA

Movember 20-21, 1945

GENTRAL:
¥at ionality; ‘Japanese
Branch Camps; No.2, IAkeland, at Crocoran, Calif., and No.3
Boswell Ranch, near Corcoran, Calif,
Commanding Officer: Major Paul A. Johnson
Executive Officer; Captaln Jas. 0. Lewis
Camp Commander at Lamont: Captain C, D, Salyers
Commanding Qfficer at Lakeland. Lt. J. G, Ryan

Commanding Officer at Boswell Ranch:; Lt. Donald MacDonald
Camp Lamont was visited on Nov. 20 in company with Dr. Z. T, Colton. As he is pre-
paring report, no detalls are necessary on that visit,

I was allowed to talk to the Spokesman in the Japanese langnage in the presence
of the interpreter. The Spokesman at Camp Lamont did not seem to be very alert to
the needs of his men. His bearing was typical of the Japanese soldier at attention
in the presence of his superior cfficer, perhaps because the interview actually took
place in the presence of Major .j’ohnson. We were told that the prisoners had movies
four nights a week. They had brought with them from their previous camp mch ath-
letic equipment, games, boolmr etc. Their only requests were for baseballs, books,
pingpong tables and crepe paper. DIr. Colton took steps to provide these,

CAMP NO, 2, LAKELAND:

I visited this camp on the morning of November 21, As Major Johnson was also

in rakeland that morning, I met him again. I did not meet the ¢, 0., Lt. Ryan,

but found amother lieutenant quite ready to be helpful. I had a good talk with

the Spokesman, The "nisei® interprster was q;,xite cordial.‘ There was present, too,
a Caucasian sgldier who had studied some Japanese at the University of Chicago, and
was very keen to improve his Japanese conversation. The Spokesman was wery friendly,
at his ease, and seemed quite alert and on the job. The Major asked how he had en-
Jjoyed his recent visit to Camp MWo. 1, Lamont., He replied that he had enjoyed it, but
that his own camp was better., These men, too, had brought athletic equipment , games

and books-from previous camps. They had bullt a table for pinecmong, tut were without
)
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balls. (I sent some.) They asked the privilege of purchasing some Jspanese card
games on sale in Denver. MNajor Johnson agreed to this and promised to allow them
to be ordered by camp officials, The men would like to have more books and a few
sets more of Mah Jong. They wished crepe paper to make flowers to decorate their

shrine,

CAMP NO, 3, BOSWELL RAAGH;

This camp is located about two miles from Coxcoran, where the Iekeland Camp
is situated, !ajor Johnson arranged by telephone for me to see the Spokesman at
this camp, The interpreter and one enlist-ed man accompanied me as guides. T aid
not meet Lt, Machonald, the ¢, 0., but I found the Lieutenant who was in the of-
fice, friendly and interested in the welfare of the prisoners., He hadl evidently
been comnected with the Y.M,C.A, himself and knew Dr. Colton by reputation if
not personally. I got suggestions from him as well as from the Spokesman., This
Spokesman, too, was alert, at ease and wery appreciative of what the Y.M.C.A, had
done. He said the Y.u.C.A., had done so much already that he did mot feel he should
ask for more. yhen I jnterpreted that to the Lisutenant, he said, WHe's all right.u
On pressing the Spokesman, I learned (=zd the Lieutenant confirmed this) that the
men at this camp had not been allowed to bring with them from the previous camp
(in Jowa, I believe) any athletic ecuipment, games or books. The Lieutentant sug-
gested that vhat the prisoners would like most of 21l would be a radio. He sald
there was no objection to their having one. I have already written Dr. Colton about
this, As the men had built some sort of pingpong table, I sent them a ntable
tennis" set and some extra balls. The Spokesman said they had only two baseball
gloves and asked if they could have seven more Yold" ones for soft-ball. I could
find nothing in Qakland except expensive new regulation glovess I sent four of
these, thinking this would provide the infield at least. I have asked for three
more from New York for them, also for some }@h Jong games snd crepe paper.

I have written to Lt. Col. i'oore at Huntsville, Tex., asking that he send bogks
for all three camps just as soon as they can be exsmined and cleared.
RELIGIOUS LIFZ:

There is no chaplain. MHajor Johmson said thers were no Christians smong the
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Japenese, bul that Xorean prisoners (about three hundred, I believe) had all re-
glistered as Christians. ¥or this reason no Christian services are being held for
Japanese, but a Catholic priest is conducting services for the Koreans (though most
of them are certainly Protestants). This service is very unsatisfactory as the
priest speaks in English, is interpreted into Jspanese, vhich is in turn interpreted
into Xorean. while in Camp Np. 3, I remarked to the Spokesman that I understood
there wére no Chrisitans in the camp. He replied that that was a mistake, that there
are some Christians in the group. He said, for somé reason, they had all decided to .
register their religion ,i-n the same Way. The Lieutenant said there were four or
five Christians in the group. The Spokesman said that at their previous camp they
had requested religious (Christ ian) services. These had been held, and someone who
spoke Japanese come from Chicago ocecasionally to conduct them. He saild that practi-
eally 511 the prisoners attended occaslonally, but that twenty or thirty attended
each time and "prayed" so that he thought they were Chfistians or, at least, had
had some Christian contacts before. After hearing this, I did not have a chance to

mention it to Major Fohnson, but, I hopé to take up the subject =t least.

John B. Cobb
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R7P(RT OF VISIT T0 IRISONTR OF wAR CAMD LAMONT, CALITCRNIA

e

Yovember 2Q, 1945

This is the base camp for Japansse prisonees of war deployed chiefly for cotton
picking in the upper San Joaquin valley of Qalifornia. The loc.,m.tio# is thirteen
mlles gouth~west of Pakersfield., The prisoners were brought to this project from
Camps ¥cCoy, Wisconsin snd Clerinds, Jowa, in late sunmer and early autumn of
this year. Jppended to Camp Laront are branch camps 2 (Takelards) and 43 (Bos-
well &anch.) The branch cemps are locuted near Corcoran, Forth aad vest of
2kersfield, and about equsl distance fron ¥resms.

AP OFFICEMI:

e

Mejor raul A. Johrson is Uommanding Officer, brought here from Jamp Moloy where
he formerly served as zxecutive Officer. Assoclaled with him are Captaln James
0. Lewls, Ixecutive Cfficer; Captain §, J. Salyers, Camp Comsander; and Lt. Don
Pollock, Adjutant. The respective Commanding Oifigers of tlie braach camps are
Lt. J. G. Ryan and Lt. Tonald pMaclonald.

I was accompanied on this visit to the base camp by Rev. John I. Govb of the
Methodist Church yission in Japan. Ke proceded next day itom Ciwp Jazont to
visit the two branch cemps, vhere his coming would synchronize =»ith that of
xajor Johnson. Najor Jolmson received us cordially and unhurrisdly; in fact,
he attended to all the business in hand personally, lncluding showing us around
the compound,

FELFARE WATHRIALS:

baseballs, additionsl books, amd crepe paper for muking flowers and other decoratloms,
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Reverend Cobb and I secured the baseballs in Rakersfield and the Bakersfield
YMCA General gecretary will loan an unused table and have two others constructed,
these to be called for when ready by a truck under M8jor Johnsen's order., The
status of the tables will be that of a "lpan®, to ba returned to the YVCA. Crepe-
paper was unobtainable locally. A supply will be secured in New York and shippéd
immediately. The present supply of books averages one copy to about four pris-
oners. A supply will be shipped from the stok already purchased and now in the
hands of Colonel Noore of the PMuntsville Camp of Japanese as soon as clearance
ig given as to their contents,
RELIGION:
Among these Japanese no basls of nersgnnel is found for religious contacts. There
are no Christians identified as such to date. There is an absence of the intel-
ligentsia, business and professional elements. The population is made up almost
wholly of farmers and fishermen. The Korean labor contingent, vhich includes
some Chrigtians, is quartered outeide the barbed wire, and thus separated from
the Jepanese. A Catholic priest from some local parish comes occasionally for
the mass, which is attended reluctantly by this chiefly pProtestant contingent.
Reverend Cobb and I will be searching for a competent Xorean pastor of their own
faith, and will undertake to secure his admittance to the camp for occasional
Chrigtian services.
TUTURE VISITS:
I #i11 keep in contact with the 0ffice of the Provost Marshal General in Fashington
with respect to the duration of this camp's activities. Reverend Cobb will be
avajilable for anotherjisit immediately following Christmas, and permission will

be moucht for his return to the three camps if they are still activated,

Zthan T. Colton

iy Vi
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SPMGA (19) 254 Januery 5, 1943

SUBJECT: hingel laland Internment Canp.

TO: Construction Branch,
Requiremsnts Division,
Services of Supply,
War Department,
Washington, D. C.

l. The facts hereinafter set forth are furnished in response to your
request for information upon which to base a reply to the Senate Investigating
Committee which pointed out that the facilities provided for prisoners of
war at Angel Island Internment Camp, Fort McDowell, California, are superior
to those provided for United States troops.

2. The Angel Island Internment Camp was hastily constructed shorily
after the commencement of hostilities on December 7, 1941, An emergency
existed and it was necessary to provide facilities at once for the intern-
ment of enemy aliens and prisoners of war in each Service Command. Conse=
quently, the internment camp at Angel Island was provided by enclosing
within a double fence a portion of the housing already constructed for
troops stationed at that Fort. Under the terms of the Geneva Convention,
1929, the United States is required to provide facilitlies for prisoners of
war equivalént to those provided for United States itroops at base camps,
Although the accommodations at Angel Island are egquivalent to tlose pro-
vided our own soldiers, it is not believed that they are superior to the
facilities provided for United States troops.

3. This camp is very small, having a capacity of only five hundred,
and 1s utilized primarily for processing interned enemy aliens and prisoners
of war prior to their departure for a permanent internment camp. The only
occasion upon which internees are retained at this installation for any length
of time is when an insufficient number to warrant the expense of a transfer
has been received. In instances of this nature, internees are retained at
the temporary internment camp until a sufficient number has accumlated to
make the transfer economical.

4. If there 1s any additional information desired in regard to this
matter either by your Division or the Zenate Investigating uommittee, this
office will be glad to furnish it. \

For The Provost Marshal Ceneral:

yessluief o Ad
f-i
B_u M :",
Jl.—=rCH Brigadier Genc

Dirsctor, Aliens D
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W Ser. To. 8389

Headquarters, Services of Supply, “ar uvepartment, VWashington, D. C.
To: Assistant Chief of 3taff, G-4, THRU: The Provest larshal General.

1. It is recommended that the issue of gas masks to I'risoners of
‘ar be not favorably considered for the following recasons:

a. lo provision has been made in the Army 3upply Program to
procure gas masks for thls purpose.

b. It may be necessary to use non-toxic chemicals to quell
disturbances in prisoner of war inclosures. If the prisoners were
equipped with gas masks these chemical rrents would be ineffective.

c. The foreign nations with which this country is now at
war are signatories to pacts prohibiting the use of chemiczls in war-
fare. The United States is not a signatory to any such pact. If
toxic chemical agents were used against prisoners of war, they would
be used by their own nation and not the United States.

d. Gas masks are not available at the present time fer issue
to key civilians at the various War Department installations in the
United States. HRecently, requests for gas masks for civilians operating
filter centers, telephone switchboards, etc., have had to be refused
on account of the non-availability of gas masks.

For the Commanding General:

Inels: Lel, Lutes,
Ltr fic Hos.,Angel 1s. Brigadier General,G.3.C.
(10-12=42) w/1l Ind. Assistant Chief of Staff for

COperations,5.0.3,

CRO~Cws
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has o J~ﬂ~¢ity of 000. Tha presant pnﬁﬁrﬁﬁion of 1 afficer. 58 NGO'B ond 538 HM,
Trponese. o protected personnel. Becruse this ie only » processing station nnd
Sransient camp the populstion varles widely within each month. 1% was noted up~
1ost previous visit thet the 0.D. uniforms issued %o the prisoners were
nat nevled with PV oand sti1ll bore the gilt bLuttons with the U. 5. Army insignin.
“hila camp heg a very closs connection with the Ninth Service Command Heedquarierns.

snd has f@pringlv very l1ittle interfersnce from Fort MecDowell. Captain Whitlocik
the Connsnding OFF ceﬁ is zald to be ?n axceptionally fine officer. Kor ans
ware laa@ntly received in shipments of Japenesse prisoners va cause some

on the

pa——____}

§roubls here becmuse of the hatred they bear fo) the Taps
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Army Service Forces JAV/ i
Hg Service Command Unit 1936
Priscner of War Processing Station

; Angel Island, Celiforri:
50360 29 September 1944

Standard Opereting Frocedures.

TC2 The Preovost Marshel® Genersl
Waghington 25, D. C,

ATTH: Field Lisison Branche

ta In compliance with TWX Ninth Service Command, Z6 Sepltember 1944, Sii

is onclosed herewith S0P, San Freancisco Port of Embarkation, S0P, Surg:
his station and SOP this headquarters "Traein Guards escorting Prisoners of Var
and fules and Regulations applieable to Prisoners,

Zs lNc SOP for processing prisoners at this stetion has been »repared
the "n?”'ninr procedure has becn perfected through trial end error method aver
period of more than two yﬂr 52

no The S0P, Sun Froncisco PE is used in full only when prisoners ar
placed on the train after debarking. By mutual sgreement between the Comman:
Cificer this headguarters and the Provost Mershal, San Francisco PE. WD, PG
ﬁu. 2 are 1n1faateﬂ, when necensery, at this station. Priscners are
- by the Yort Provest Mershal and all possessions, including articles 1
scoted, are ploced in their beaggage which is tegged and baggapgs delive
iently of the prisoners Prisoners are delivered with onmly the clotL,”

‘Lvl{'({xv £
they are wearing after they have‘cleared the disinfestation plant by boats
supplied by the Port.

be When prisoners are received at the stockade, they ere given =
thoreugh body search and counted as they enter the stockade by the escorting
of ficer and the prison officer and merched to the processing rooms In the
processing room, WD, PMG Forms No. 2 are initieted if none sccompany prisoners.
Interoment seris) numbers are agsigned if necessarye. If the forms accompeny

rrisonors, they are checked 25 to any changés in appearanmce of prisomners? fesbir:c

snd Por legibility of fingerprints. If prisoners' appearance has changed
miterially since photo on Form Wo. 2 was made or if fingerprints are not lepgib!
notation is made and time set for prisoners to be tnken to photo lab and phot:
'nﬁgfzr fingerprints taken., Then photos are taken, nome and serial mumbers of
prisoners are placed in a rack and photographed at the same time so that Lhe
become port of the picture.

ce I'rom the processing room, prisoners are marched to the supply
and bedding is issued end if necessary, initial issue of toilet articles is
Assipprent of quarters is also made at this points Prisoners are then marched

to their quarters
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2r ¥ Proc Sta, Angel Island, Celif, 29 Sep 44, 383.6, sub: ISOP, cont'd)

de DBoggepge is taken to & searching room where & seerching party
noroughly scarches all of the prisonmers' possessions. During this search which
‘o5 longer than any other operation in the processing, an interpreter, the
son spokesman, the section 1éader of the prisoners whose beggepe is being
|'d and the receiving and property officer are present. Articles to be
o ted are taken up and receipts prepared for meney and retained valuables.

¢. Prior to debarking, a passenger or sailing list of prisoners is
tained from the Port sand mimocgraphed and copies furnished to personnel in
reseiving room, the Pheto Lab, the Supply Room, the billeting non-com, the
ront Officer, the Medical Officcr, the PN Personnel Section, the Sergeant of
ne fuerd and-the Mess Officers ince this stetion handles chiefly Japenese,
of whom hnve almogt unpronaunccuble names, it i35 found that prisomers can
wfarred to by line numbeyr and serial nmumber rather than by neme., For this
13, bheso rosters are extremely useful.

i

#With concurrence of Commending General, Winth Service Command, ond
‘a5t of efficiency and economy of manpower, priscners taken to
‘?:rcral Honpital are not actually transferred to that station but are
in the strength of this organizetion. Only medical records go to the

1 with the prisoners and all pa Y and administrative procedurcs are carried
this heedquarters. In the evedt a WD, PMG Form No. 7 has not been initi-
i, an officer from this station ilterv1QVH prisconer for smy needed information
b mey not have been received and pictures are taken with a portable camera.

7. fince almost all prisoners received at this station are Japansse
ad all go to Ceamp MeCoy, VWisconsin, when prisoners at Letterman General Hospital
recoverad sulficiently to be tranzportable, they are included in the next

meRiEsCanpuniefoys In the event further hospitalization is needed at

nell. General Hospitel, Brighem City, Utah as is usually the cese, patients
L ngiuded in next shipment to Camp MCCOJ and turned over to representetivo of
‘ommanding Cfficer, Bushnell Cenoral Ilospital at Ogden, Uteh and journey
pleted by ambulence. At the same time, any fully recovered prisensrs on hand
tshnell Genera) Hospital are delivered to the train commender for transfer to
Somp Meloy,

he When prisoners are rendy for departure from this station, a Main or

iMB mumber and routing is requested from the Chief of Trensportetion, Weshingion,
N, C. threngh thoe Pcoet Transportation Officer, who also mekes arrangements for
necessary acoonmodations with the r°31road. Crders are published and copies are
te the Commending Gemernl of each service command concernscd and the FW
» goneerned, As soon as routing and time of departure and estimated time of
srrival i1s determined, wires are also sent to these headquarters, Prisoner of war

cords are orocessed and prepered for transfers In preparing these records, an
ppropriete set of rubber stemps has been obtmined by this headquarters which ssve
rrest deal of time. While prisoners are being held awaiting orders for shipment,
heir nomes, grede, serial number and nationality are typed on the next "Record of
fra space on WD, PMG Form No. 20 so that when orders for transfer are re-
aived, balance of record and back of WD, PMG Form No. 2 can be completed without

ing the Fforma through a typewritor.

S
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(Ltr IV Proc Sta, Angel Islend, Calif, 29 Sep 44, 383.6, sub: SOP, cont'd)

Stemp for the authorily, voucher number and other remarks which
re. usyally the same for 2ll prisonpers in an 3 one. group ore made up from & soall
mako-up” rubber stamp sets List of rubber stamps ﬁnbldugda

&

1. Before entreining prisoners, the cars to be used arc inspeected,
the preedding day. Fire extinguishers should be removed snd glass
‘ vining ?Eiﬂm;Lghtxnr equipment should be covored with ¢ dardbcard. It
tyme cors are not available, care chould be taken that no cers with come-
7 -5 or other blind spots nrs utilizeds The door on one toilet is locked
socurely and door of other toilet iz removed so that the guard inside the car
2n see all prisoners at all times. Windows are blocked so that they oannc*
d 2 than four inches. To save time, "Jumpers" or "TIrain lines" are
od by the raillroads These lines are heavy electrical cebles used to
the lighbiag systems of two cars when the generstor or batteries of one
»f them is defective. These cars should not be accepted as it often happens that
enevator on one car doess rot deliver enough power for two with the result
Yights in both cars go out whenever “he train slows down or stops.
ry lighting devicea should be carried iu ecach car, If possible, departura
wld be in the afternoon. If a kitchen car is to be utilized, Lt ghould
xd whove it can be loaded at least six hours prior to departure. A car
cdule is furnished the train commander by the Transportation Officer.

js The following procedure is used when prisonsrs leave the enclosure:

(1) Prisoners are acsembled in the recreation area cﬁrrying bheir

momorandun receipt preoperty and all baggege. They are inform:
thet they will not be allowed to reenfter the barracks. Baggare
is taken to the searching room and senrched.

{2} While beguege is being searched, memorandum receipt property
is inspected for deliberate damage and taken up. If this
property hes been deliberately damaged by the prisoner or
prisoner does not have all of property issued to him, his namo
is placed on statement of charges, signed by the prisoner, and
indebtedness noted on WD, PMG Form No. 20 prior to leaving
enclosures

(3) Prisoners are then marched through the Processing Room where
identification is made with picture on WD, FMG Form No. 2 and
a body search is made.

(4) Prisoners then proceed to the Searching Room and pick up their
baggage and are marched out of the enclosure to waiting trans-
portetion. The prison officer and the train commander check
number of prisoners as they leave the enclosure.

ke All necessary telegrams to be sent by the train commander enroute
and upon arrival at destination are typed prior to his departure, leaving the dnte
and time blank to be filled in by him enroute.
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Ltr PE Proc Sta, Angel Island, Calif, 29 Sep 44, 383.5, sub: SOP, cont'd)

5+  Procedure during journey is outlined in enclosed SOP for Train Guards
sscorting prisoners. In this connection, attention is invited to WD, ASF Memo
1o, 5580=-1-45 dated 13 July 1943, subject: SOP for transfer of Prisoners of War
ad Change No. 1 thereto, dated 28 Aupust 1943,

O~

e

CK,

-

OHN A, WHITLO
Captain, CMP,
Commanding.,

50P, San Francisco PE

S0P, Surgeon P Proc Sta

30P, Tn guards Bscorting Fis
Rules and Regulations for Fis
M illustrations

Rubbor stamp illustrations
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY SERVICE FORCES
Office of The Provest Marshal General

Washington 25, D. C.

18 May 1944

T00T208

SUBJRCT: Renort of Visit to POY Base Camp, Angel Island. Cal-
ifornia, on®@ ley 1844.

6] Director, Prisoner of War Divieion, BMGO.

LOCATICON:  North end of Angel Islsnd, Cslifornia.

TELWPHONE NMO: WEst 6111, Pxt. €241, PBX T=¢, Local 119,

JAMP Ogcar I. Chenoweth, Major, CMP.
QIllaR WFY CTPTCOPRS: - | John A. Whitlock, Capt., CHMP, Exec, & CC for 5CU.

¥
Arthur “. Pomeroy, lst Lt., CMP, C0 for 43%th MFEG Co.
DATE R ACTTTARION: 7 December 1941.
HTMRER OF PRISONERS: 160

HAPIONALITY: = Jopanese.

748 PROCESSING BEEN COMPLUTID: Yes

RITEING POV SPOXESMAN: Tanaka, Asao, ISN-XIV-146-Mi., Lance Cpl.

a5 Attached as Tab A is lgrout diagram of the camn. The pri-
soner of war cemm is composed of only one two-story building sur-
£ - g
i gingle fence of chain link conctruction and located on
5 AL 5 i ™y .
entd. of Angel Island which lies in the San francisco Pay.

e nrigoner of war camm is part of the military post of Fort McDowell.
the b 11ding is painted brown and iz surrounded by treec which are
teide the fence. °

-y

o Security. A prisoner of war count is taken e=ch time the

sunrd chongres. There are two guard towers located at diagonal corners

of the vrisoner of war compound. The fence is of chain link construc-

tion wooroximately seven feet high and is topped with an additional :
two feol of barbed wire with no overhong. On the north side the fence

¢ within cight feet of the building, on the west side, thirteen feet.

2. no casce ic the building more than 75 feet from the fence. Attached

as Tab B is a copy of the interior susrd regnlations. Inasmuch as

this cewmn is a processing station, it simply holds the »risoners until

weh time as they are trensferred to other camps. A cony of their

chnoﬂrd opersting orocedure for escorting nrisoners on trains is
attached as Tab O,

vy

RETURN TO FIFLI LTAISON PRANCH, POY DIVISION, DMGO AVE
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5 ADMINT STRATION,

Abteched as Tab D ig a2 list of officers, enlisted men and POYW
assismed ag overhead with a breakdown of their duties. This camp
is neculiar in that it 1s located on a militaery post yet enjoys the
it 5 of an exempted station. The camp authorities deal directly
with Headouarters, Ninth Service Comuand. Attached as Tab E are
conies of non standard forms used by the PCYW camp.

0. OPERATTION,
The priscner mess wae inspected and found to be very satisfactory.
The mess sergeant stated that he has had trouble in getting the Japancse
nrisoners to Zeep the kitchen clean. However, on the date of this
visit, everything was very clean and in good order. An infirmary is
located on the second floor of the barracks building. Three beds are
sunnlied this infirmary for the dispensing of emergency care to the
prisoners. In the event of a sericus 1llness facilities are available
at the stetion hosnital located at Fort McDowell., At the present time
the average daily sick csll conside of approximately 20 prisoners.
This figure, however, fluctuzates widely as prisoners are constantly
arriving and departing. Io vrisoner of war medical persomnnel are used
in the infirmary as the prisoners are not permanently stationed here.
As of the date of this visit, there were 11 prisomers of war who claimed
s nrotected shatus interned in this camm. A United States Army doctor
hoids sick call daily for the prisoners and is aveilable 24 hours a day
in cage of emergencies. The recreational facilities are very limited.
There is 2 very small recrention area located next to the prisoners
barracks, see Tab A. The prisoners are sunnlied with softballs, bats
nd like articles. ©Oee Tab ¥ attached for mail records at this comp.
Innsmuch as Japenese are the only wrisoners here the mail presents no
nroblem whatsoever. See Tab G for the unit training schedule for the
frghiak ¢8 There is no canteen 2s such provided for the prisoners. The
camp commender steted that he had written authority not to establish
a canteen for the nrisoners. If the prisoners desire any articles nor-
mally carried in the canteen, they prevare a list and the items are
purghased from the American post exchange. The prisoners! accounts
are,debitedfthe cost of the articles. See Tab H for camp commander's
recomnendations end his raiing of the MPEG company assigned for duty.
Ag the men of the escort guard comvany are uvsed sidply to perform
dubties as interior guards end as guards for movements of prisoners to
permanent internment camps, it has been impossible for the camp com-
monder to judge accurately the reactione of the guards toward the pri-
soners. No untoward incidents have arisen,

N

D LAROR PROGRAM.

o prisoners of war are employed on any type of projects with the
cxception of keeping their own quarters and fmnediate surrounding area
clean and providing cooks and FP's for thelr own mess.
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B. DREMARTS OF THE LIAISON OFFICER.

_ Thig camp appeared to be well and efficiently run. The few
wriconers this officer observed while engaged in playing softball
:'ﬁ”md'ed to be very happy and content with their surroundings. It
was nntcd that the uniforme which had been issued to the prisoners
nrior to their arrival at Angel Island appeared to be class A, olive
nrmh. and the buttons had not been changed from the standard brass
enlisted men's button bearing the seal of tho United States. lome
cf thege 0D uniforms had been marked in any way to show that the
individual wearing them is a prisoner of war. However, the denims
issued So the prisoners are properly marked.

@XM

Edward C. Shannshan,
Major, CMP
Field ILiaison Qfficer.

Work Projects Branch.
Cemp Operations Branch.
Legal Branch. '
PG Maill and Records.
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CAMP ANGEL ISLAND, GALIFORNTA

Vielted by Mr. Maurice Perret On Segfember 16, 1944.

Locatlon:
'5; ' Aggel Island 1s a2 emall mountalnous island at the entranc
::of San Francisco Bay. It is foggy durlng the greater part of
- ' the gummer gpring and autma are sunny, and winter is mild
: but rainy. Before the war it was a quarantine station of the

3 -“;:Immigratipn Service. The camp was opened on the day the

.....

% 7, United States entsred the war in order to recelvecivilian

o sinternees, Later the Civilian internees were transferred and
replaced by prisoners of war. The atire 1sland is occupled
by the army. .

HNumber of pigoners:

The capacity of the camp 18 500. The number of prisoner
varies considerably and very frequently because it 1s & trans’
camp sheltering groups of prisoners dlsembarking at Sen Franc
for a few days or we-ks. At present Japanese are there.

On the day of the visit the number of nrisonsrs was:

Offlcer 1
NCOs and privates 199
Civlllan workers attached to the
army 250
Total 450 Japanese prisoncira,

All these men arrived on September 13; they were ceapture
on-8aipan Guam Pelao Buna qulte recently. “4 15 the Larg:
group that has been in the camp until now. The spokesman 1s
@ clvillan, KAMIKAWA Hisago who was in the Merchant Marine on
sveake “ngbish UiVt
Lodglng:

There are only two buildings:

A large buillding indvding: 4 sleeping quarters with 3

decker iron cots and a few rooms. The tollets, showers and
basins for washing are 1n the same bullding.
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The gecond building.includes the refectory and kitchen.
These bulldlings have central heatlng.

Medlcal care:!

Unon disembarking in San Francisco all the prisoners were
delonsed thelr uniforms, blankets and equipment were disinfected.
At Angel Island they all pass a complste medical exaimination
inéluﬁing also a blood test and they are vacclnated.

In the present group tkere are:

51 cases of syphllis

12 cases of skin dlsease

25 men with war wounds whose bamdages are changed dailly.

Several have lntestlinal worms and a certaln number are
carrlers of dysentery germs, The blood test showed only a
very few cases of malaria but it is probable that a certaln
number are stricken wlthout the test revealihg fhis fact.

The hospital of the military camp 1s a short dlstance
away; 1t 1s there that the examinations are made and urgent
cesez could be treated, bt in gdneral the patients who need
special treatment are cared for at the Letterman General_

Hoap 1tal in San Franeisco; a Japanese 1ls hospitalized there

at this tinme.

A medical consultation takes plsce every day; in additlon,
a dentlst gilves the necessary attention to the teeth of most of
the nrisoners were previously well cared for.
Fool:

The meals sre a comnromise between American food and

Japanese food. On the day of our visit the menu was as follows:

Breakfagst: Sausages, rice, browned crusts, apples, coffee,
milk, sugar.

Lundh: Sukiyaki, cabbage salad, rice carmel pudding,
water,

Dinner: Spaghetti and hash, baked tomatoes, lettuce and

tomato salad, rice, cakes, cocoa,
The prilsoners héve as much soy sauce as they want. The
cooks are Japanese and work undep the direction of an American
sorgeant. The quantities are sufficient; in particular a

-
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pound of rice per man dally is calculated.

Library. education:

The prisoners do not have any Japanese books at the
moment, but we shall try to get a certaln number of them for
the camp. Since previously there was a certaln number of
German prisoners there, the Internatilonal Commi ttee of the
Rod Cross had provided books in German and those are in re-
serve, There 18 no educstional program since the prisoners
eare there only temporarily.

Entertainment sports:

There 1s a sports fleld in thecamp where the men can play
volleybsll., In general thpy gtay In a yard which 1s not very
large. They have different games radlo sets a gramophone,
and tools fof manuel work, Their —printipal occupation, however
is playing cards. .

Religious services:

There 1s a Buddhist Priest among the prisoners but thus far
they have not shown a deslre to have services, -
Moxk:

Since the camp is only a temporary one, 1t 1s not pro-
vided with paying work. The men must help in the maintenance

of the camp and do certaln small tasks in the vicinlty.

Clothing:

&1 the prisoners have received the necessary clothing.
Canteen: *

There 1s no canteen in the camp but that is explained
by the fact that 1t is only a temporary camp and the prlsoners
have not regelvéd money since this catpure. While walting they
have recelved the necessery toilet artlicles and the Commander
hes furnished cigarettesfo them. |

Correspondence:

The Japsnese privates almod always sign a statement 1n

which they express the desire that their famllles in Japan not

bwe.sdvised of their capture. The civilians on the other hand,
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de not have the same scruples and ask for writing paper
‘hich 1s golng to be furnished to them.
Sondusion:

We Balked with the gpokesman and the corporals in chérge
nf the barracks: |

UEHARA Shinichi

SATITO Harino

KIMURA Kelisuke
with the help of an American interpreter. The Japanese have
formulated several requestsrwhich 1t was possible to settle
on the spot with the camp Commnder. Those requests partly
concarn the menu: the prisoners ask to lmve rice only twice
a day and to have bread for the third meal; theyrwould'also
like to have a few more fresh vegetables which is going to be
possible in a few days.

The most important question i1s that of wages; the captaln
has recelved the accounts and 1s golng to psy the men 1n a _
few days. Certain ones are golng to receive rather large sums
because they hafe done vaying work in the camp wWere they °
were previously. The offlcers will buy the articles they
deslre =%t the canteeh of the American camp, The Commander
informs us that the attitude of the Japanese changed a great.
denl on the day wuen cilgarettes were furnished them; before

that they were rather hostlle and deflant.

It is a good trandt camp.
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. Golonsl Hozan, with O00 Undted Btetes Army mon, control
Ltho islend itmlf. They are subordlnate to TFort lason on the
,:za:hzﬂ_.«..mi. The nrlsoney \;;;" war eurtp la subordinate to the
inth forvice Compmend b Selt Lake Clty,.

Whon filled to cupm,i‘ 3
1ile CAZAOTEY AND NUMDER DHTAINED:  thils canp wlll ccoor a;ml‘zm
Ca ; : 800. On the day of the
vigls i‘wuz‘ prisﬁnsx*s were belnp helds They veras pro%ectmﬁ por-
sopnel, firat and smeceond lioutenentas of thoe medicul corps in
1.“.‘ J.uwmxm Armys, They wrrived on FPebruary 24 . or leﬁa len
& month apo, one from Guam and tlwee ir:m ﬂnu‘u‘
Sanltery

condltions ut

Y. SONTTARY CONDITIONS AND MPDICAL FACILITINST this camp aro
of the best or
are Lho same ag thogo alforded.the jmerican poldlorsg. An Infiprm-

.r'“ fTop o ik

TIONCY casen i:, wmalnbtalned and Lotiorman General
n o this medinlond con be reachod In an hiour or legs in
APLCNOY .

Thore woers no compinlnis
whatever along any of theso
Ve Puon, GODKING, AND CLOTHINGS linc;sa. the four prisoners

. wore portuking of thelyr noon-
mcad when the v;i.ni'bm o .;‘mﬂw:d md Lno meal cortainlyesonod

“’”'1»413&-.44.{2, tnd well preoparod.

’

The reerecation arsa las being enlarped,
VI. mCnEATiION: There soems no sultable arsa nearby for
o Mg

ropulation sizo football ficld. Thore s,
szm:sav»z*, aple Laoilities for tonnis and othor outdoor roecro-
2 vl i :
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socwruGations They reccive the usual ten conts per doy apalnat
CGENTOON ooUDOnNEB.
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SIBCIPILINRs or f;m wda who adninlster tide campe The
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815 -..m.mrj neaguras huve Loon neceasuyry
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= : grom to the Spanisgh
Grbnanye "Only four lleubtenunbts medical corps prisoners. o
c‘m;’:“..{e.s.nta on food, clothing, 1@%1.1,& s 0ot cu*n ra. Request
ie *.'sn aspeeially modlical ones wnd pelerise as goon s posale
LG ¢

The salariesn reforred to chove ore thoze whileh acerusd
Lo Lhenm before they were *‘i,mwrx prisoners and which are due thom
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mado Dor clothing which has B wca furnlshed ainee thelr srrivel.
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TENTS OF THE SPANIOH REPRESENTATIVE AID GENERAL OBSER-.

Tonn: A8 Ehis 1s 17 Toality & clearlnf stbuion for
vigrd Ts of war, usutlly those telen in the Paclfiic, they

never dotlazinped in any grest numbers for any length of tins,
Thay oo procegsed wnd passcd through the cump with the usuel
Fficloney and dispateh of the Unlted States Arngy. It apparw
- in reul pleasure, ts it did the

% pomulne pride, to obacrve the munner in which this

L1 but Important camp was beoling administered,

CHARLES €. EBERNARDT

SAPsnCEperhardt: P
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JAPANESYT. PRISONTR OF WAR CAMP
AHOEY, TSLAND, SAW FLHANC 1800, GALLFOKMNIA

CANMP GUHMEANDTR: HMajor ¥, A. Whitlock

|
DATE OF VISIT: July 2, 104b.

VISITFD BY: MNr. Paul Schnyder :c’epresenting the Inter-

national Comnittee of the Red Crogs, and
Mr. Leonard L. 0'Bryon of the 3peclal War
Problems Dlivislon, Department of State.

PREVIOUS VISITSs :

The last visit to thls camp was made Narch 21, 1945,
by an:m.n Martin of the Spanish Embgssy and .ér. Charles
C. iborhardt of the Department of State.

MDTR DTTALNID:

at the time of the visit there were 254 Japanese
prisoners of war interned. Pifteen of these were offi-
cers. They were In a barrack separated from the others,
This iz & processing camp so the number ls constantly
changlngs. They are rarcly held 1In the camp for longer
than three weeks before being shipped out.

FCOD and COCKING:

Rice 18 the favorlte food of the Japanese prisoner
and they receive forty pounds per one hundred men each
waale On the rice they eat no sauce. On other foods
they prefer soy bean ssuce. They cook thelr own food.
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Rice is served every meal except breakfast when they re-
celve e,78, bread and butter and fruit. The Japanese
fovernment has told them that cabbage is a cure all for
averything so they llke cabbano at any time and eat great
guantities of i1t. They do G0k care Tfor milk but they do
drink tea and coffees

HECIH AT LON 5

The Jepanesg prisonsrs do not like to he out of doors
very wich and spend most of thelr time slitting on their
haunches on the floor or on the beds playing Na-jonge They
likes %o gawble and use tobacco as the stakes. Some of them
like to play Lazeball ard wvelley ball. The writer was
interested in observing one of them pltch a baseball with

all of the wind-up common to a big league pitcher. They

1ike wrestlling but do not care for bcfing.

WORE 2

There are no work projects and the only work done la
cawp maintenance. The prilsoners receive 10¢ = day.
BERSTEE LI

e b s e s A .

There are no discipllaary problema.

MELLCAL CARE:

There is & full time doeteory and dental care i3 reseived
on the 1slande Bed cascs are sent to Letterman General
Hoaspltals About twenty perecent of the prisonzrs processed
have veneredl dlseass ard the rate of tuberculosis and mala~
ria ia very high.

TTL.L !Ul. .

Frequently there iz a Shinto priest smong the prisoners
and 1f =zo, then sarvices sre held.

_.I'i r'f (:N?;'OI A F T‘O'ﬁ :.‘) a

The pri,oneru sleep on steel beds and recelve three
blanets a pioce. The sunltary conditions are excellent.
They weep themzelves very clean. Since they bave nothing
eloo to do they take showers very frequently.

SUSTRVATLOMS

Among the prlsoners there was a young boy who claimed
o . bhe 111 tnen years ¢l but who appsared to be certalnly not
rmore than eleven. He had been nick-named "peanuts™ and is
» nreat favorlte. He was esapecially helpful around the
kltchen. The camp commonder maintained that as a group
they wery Infrequently complain of anythings The morale
;o g e
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Leonard L, O'Bryon.

SWP:LLO 'Brekg
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