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PREFACE.

It is not our purpose to tire you with a long preface containing s
puff of our publication, for we hope its merits are sufficient to secure
for it the patronage of the public. We have endeavored to make a
good, correct, reliable directory, and wherever changes have taken
place, as far as we could ascertain, in business or location since the
city was canvassed we have made corrections in our list.

Perfection in a city directory is not looked for hy those who can
appreciate the care, labor and expense, attending the compiling and
publishing of such a work, but we think this is as near an approxi-
mation to it as can with reason be expected.

To the business men who have extended to us their patronage by
advertising we are under many obligations, and hope they may reap
a rich harvest by way of an increased trade. To the Pastors of the
geveral churches and others, we are indebted for much valuable in-
formation’ found in the appendix; and for the history of Janesville to
Alexander T. Gray, Esq. Our thanks are due to Messrs. Wright &
Erving, of the Janesville Times for the neat and tasty manner in
which the typography of the work is executed.

To all who have aided us and encouraged our enterprise, we ten-
der our heartfelt thanks, hoping that our book may meet with a
pleasing reception. Tue PusLisues,






A BRIEF SKETCH

OF THE

HISTORY OF JANESVILLE,

AND SOME ACCOUNT OF ITS PRESENT mllli'lﬂﬁ. ITS ADVANTAGES AND
PROSPECTS.

The famous Black Hawk war, sometimes irreverently called the
“Sauk fuss", beside its other happy consequences, contributed to
hasten the setilement of the upper Valley of Rock River. The
frontiersmen who chased that Chief and his braves across the Wis-
consin, and finally routed them on the eastern bank of the Missis.
sippi, on returning to their homes, in addition to their stories of the
hardships and perils they had encountered, told of the loveliness of
the region through which they had passed, of its beautiful streams,
prairies, and openings, and but a year or two elapsed before immi-
gration began to direct its course hither. The early settlers of
Janesville could distinguish in the broad ravine, now familiarly
known by his name, and which lies on the southeast of the present
city, the vestiges of a camp which the Indian Chief had occupied in
the course of that his last campaign. Brandsthat had been used in his
camp fires were still to be seen, and poles that had formed the frame
work of his lodges, were yet standing.

The pioneers of immigration, to this and similar portions of Wis-
consin, had before them brighter prospects, and experienced far less
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of toil and privation, than those who led the way in the settlement
of Western New York, Ohio and Indiana. Of personal peril from
the savage, or from influences of climate promotive of disease, they
had nothing to brave or to suffer. A fair and fertile land was spread
before them, ready for the hand of the husbandman ; seeming, in-
deed, to have, at some day not very remote, been the home of eivil-
ization, and to have been abandoned, after a long course of careful
cultivation, to become the hunting ground of the red man. It could
not well be called a wilderness. There were no dense forests to be
hewn down to make way for the farm of the settler. The oak open-
ings, while they added beauty to the Iandscape, were no hindrance
toits rapid occupation for the uses and purpeses of agriculture.
The adventurers from the hills and villages of the East were de-
lighted to find a clMate free from every miasmatic taint, and singu-
larly salubrious. There was in brief no obstacle to a speedy settle-
ment of the country, and when once the tide of emigration westward,
in quest of new homes and better fortunes, was turned this way, it
soon rolled on with rapidly increasing volume. The spot upon
which the city of Janesville now stands became the central point of
the influx of population to the Southern portion of the valley of
Rock River in Wisconsin,

In the month of October, 1835, John Inman, George Follmer,
Joshua Holmes, William Holmes, Jr.,, and Milo Jones came here,
and the four first-named set up a cabin on the south bank of the
river, opposite the “ Big Rock”. This rock was an old land-mark
of the Indians, crowned with a growth of beautiful cedars, and al-
though since considerably cut down, is still a prominent object near
the northern end of the bridge connecting the Monterey addition
with the main body of the city. The river was readily crossed by
fording at this point, and the place of passage was usually designa-
ted as the “ Big Rock ford.”

Milo Jones did not tarry with his companions, but continued his
journey up the river to the spot on which is now built the thriving
village of Fort Atkinson, where he is still residing, a much respec-
ted and influential citizen.

The first settler of the county of Rock, who brought with him his
family and household geds, was S8amuel 8t John of Vermont, who,
with his wife and three children arrived here in the month of No-
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vember, 1835. Before the coming of the parties above mentioned
and the St. Johns, Thomas A. Holmes and a comrade had been
here on an exploring tour, in the month of June, 1835. His resi-
dence was then in Milwaukee, the trading post of Solomon Juneau.
He is now living at Shakopee, in Minnesota.

Doctor James Heath and wife joined the little band of squatter
‘sovereigns in January, 1836, and the cabin roughly put together in
the autumn of '35, gave shelter to them all until the following spring.
A log hut, sixteen by eighteen feet, formed somewhat close and nar-
row quarters for eleven people, with two married couples in their
number ; especially so, as it réceived an accession to its population,
soon after New Year's day, by the birth of a son to the St. Johns—
the first white child, it is believed, born in the upper valley of the
Rock—certainly the first in the county of Rock. He was named
Seth B. 8t. John, and is now a resident of Columbia county, Wis.
Mrs. St. John, his mother, did not long survive his birth, The rude
accommodations with which she had to pass through thissevere trial,
together with the fotal deprivation of medical attendance, and of
the kind care of her own sex, induced a rapid decline of health,
and she died in the month of June following. Her grave is marked
by a monument upon a kooll in sight of the road to Beloit, near the
southern line of the city.

In the month of August next following, George Holmes, one of
the sons of Judge Holmes, also died.

The second child born within the lines of the city was Mary
Catharine Holmes, daughter of John and Hannah Holmes, who are
now living at Horicon. This was on the 31st of August, 1836.

The third was a son of Henry Janes, born in the fall of the same
year.

Dr. Heath and his wife emigrated to California, leaving this place
in October, 1848. They are no longer living.

Samuel St. John, who had left the country, returned some years
afterwards to visit his brother, Levi 8t. John, and died while here.
His grave is beside that of his wife.

On the 9th of March, 1836, Judge William Holmes removed to
this place from Michigan City. He brought with him all of his fam-
ily, except those of his sons who had gone before him to spy out the
land. His family consisted of his wife, Mrs. Rachel Holmes, five
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sons, Thomas, George, J_hn, William and Joshua, and two daugh-
ters, Catharine, (now Mrs, Volney Atwood), and Lucinda, (now Mra,
Wells, of Kalamazoo, Michigan). Of the sons, William, Joshua,
and Thomas were already in Wisconsin, the two first named residing
here. Mrs. Holmes, the tw> daunghters, John and hus family, and
George accompanied the Judge; also, one Joshua Clark. Their
journey at that inclement season of the year, by Chicago, Kishwau-
kee, and the mouth of the Turtle, where Beloit now stands, thmﬁgh
a country with scarcely a settlement intervening between those points,
must have been one of severe toil, nardship, and fatigue. When
they reached their destination they found the snow two feet in depth.

Judge Holmes and his wife, now of veuerable age, are at this
time residing in Janesville, with their son-inlaw, Volney Atwood.
The Judge made his way gradually from the Western part of Penn-
sylvania, where he was born and grew up to manhood, towards this
region which so recently was considered to form a portion of the
Far West. First he removed to Newark in Ohio; thence to the
neighborhood of Laporte in Indiana; thence to Michigan City,
whence he came, as has been said, to the place of his present abode.
He had the true spirit of a pioneer, and the intelligence, integrity,
and good temper which rendered him a valuable co-operator with
those who were to lay the foundations of a new community,

Soon after his arrival here the Judge prepared to build himself a
home, selecting for its situation a pleasant spot near theedge of the
bluff, between the bridge at Monterey and that which crosses the
river from the foot of Jackson street, and on the north side of the
river. The remains of this, which wasa frame building something
better than the ordinary houses of new settlers, were to be seen uns
til & short time since. The lumber of which it was built was cut
with a whip-saw, by Robert Stone and Daniel Stone, now residents
of the town of Fulton, who came here in the spring of 1836, shortly
after the arrival of Judge H. Before the completion of his new
mansion, he lived about six months in a cabin situated a few rods
south of the river, on the high ground in the rear of what is now
Miltimore's quarry. *

With the exception of the Holmes family there were no settlers
within what are now the city limits, nor indeed in the county, on the
west side of the river. The lands on that side, in Range 12, having
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been brought into market in the month of August, 1833, all the en-
tries, which were in large bodies, were made by non-resident specu-
lators. On the 3d day of June, 1836, however, Judge Holmes visi-

ted the land office at Green Bay, and entered five eighty acre tracts’

within, and one of the same amount without and adjoining the pres-
ent boundaries of the city, on the west side. The village of Rock-
port, as it now appears incorporated in the city map, was laid out in
the autumn of 1835, by Thomas Holmes, who, as we have seen, was
here on a tour of exploration in the summer of that year.

In consequence of the entries made by speculators on the west
gide, the settlers hére were obliged to make their claims on the east
side of the river, upon the government land. Range 13 including
the towns of Milton, Harmony, and the towns south, came into mar-
ket in February, 1839, The fractional portion of Range 12, east of
the river, in which was included the county seat, was not opened for
entry until September of that year. Up to that time a considerable
number of claims had been made, and the beginnings of the village
of Janesville began to appear. For the space of nearly ten years
after the first settlement improvement was confined to that side,
aund Main street of the old village still contends for pre-eminence in
the business of the city. In addition to those of whom we have giv-
en some account as the earliest settlers here, a gumber of other em-
igrants arrived in the course of the year 36, Henry F. Janes, in
honor of whom the city has its name, came with his family, and his
brother Edward ; our present member ot the Assembly, John P.
Dickson, with his wife; W. H. H. Bailey and wife, Levi St. John
and family, and others, enough in all to make a pleasant society,

Henry Janes, who arrived in the month of June, selected for his
claim half a section of government land, or thereabout, in which
was included the tract upon which the county seat was subsequently
located. He immediately prepared to establish himself as a perma.
nent settler, and built a cabin upon the spot where Tom Lappin, a
few years since reared the beautiful block which is one of the orna-
ments of our city. Janes' cabin became the tavern of the settle
ment, and with its subsequent additions of thé*same character with
the main building, formed a welcome, if not very commodious rest-
ing place for travelers. With the aid of Judge Holmes' whip-saw
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be, also, in company with Aaron Walker, constructed a craft for fer-
riage, and Janes' Ferry became one of the institutions on the route
westward to the mines and the Mississippi. Mr. Janes was succeed-
ed as landlord and ferry-keeper by Cha's Stevens, and subsequently
Mr. J. P. Dickson took his place, and remained in it until the eree-
tion of the Janesville Stage House, by Mr. Stevens, in the autumn
of 1838. Before the establishment of Janes' Ferry, the passage for
teams across the river here was at the ford by the “ Big Rock.” A
ferry was soon established at the latter point, however, by Judge
Holmes, and many travelers sought his place,in preference to the
more crowded quarters they had to put up with at the upper or
Janes's ferry.

In the neighborhood of the young settlement, now beginning to
gather strength and numbers, the Popes, Anson W., and Virgil,
Daniel Smiley, Marcus Fenton, Jason Walker, Aaron Walker, Alfred
Walker, David Hume, Geo. W. Ogden, and 8. D. Butz, located
claims, and addressed themselves to the work of improving their new
homes with befitting energy.

In the year 1837 came a considerable number of settlers, making
their homes here and in the neighborhood, whoafterwards had much
to do with the town and its affairs. Among these were Hon, Edward
V. Whiton, for several years the Chief Justice of our State, and in
Territorial days, a leading lawyer and politician. Volney Atwood,
Charles Stevens and family, Dr. Guy Stoughton and family, Seymour
Stoughton, Theodore Kendall and wife, Harvey Story, Wim. and Jo-
seph Spaulding, Geo. H. Williston, E. J. Hazard, Geo. R. Ramsey,
and D. A. Richardson and family, Most of these settled in Janesville.
Geo. R. Ramsey lives upon his farm bounded on the South by the
line between Fulton and Town of Janesville, on the East side of the
river. Mr. Whiton for a short time lived in a state of solitary inde-
pendence upon a tract of land which he had entered in the northern
part of the Town of Janesville, on the same side of the river.

The yeur of '36 is one to which reference is commonly made by
all who then lived in the West, and by those in other quarters whose
attention was called*to this portion of the Union, when they wish to
show what wild speculation in public lands, and village and city
sites, can effect towards the bankruptey of a new country. This
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spirit of speculation was then as reckless in this quarter as in any
part of the Territories and new Western Siates. The records of
counties in Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Towa and Wisconsin, present
the proofs of it in their display of city and village plats, many of
them located at points where there was not a possible chance of
building, within a hundred years, even a hamlet of the most modest
pretensions, Maps were sent to the East neatly lithographed, ex-
hibiting streets enough for a first-class city, with public parks and
buildings marked upon them, evincing the most liberal and compre-
hensive views of what a city ought to be, and intended to deceive
the eastern man of capital anxious to add by a short cut to his
wealth, or the man of small means eager to take his place among
the great capitalists of his vicinity, And these efforts to gather
eastern capital for expenditure in the West, were rewarded with no
small measure of success. Many a gentleman living towards the
Atlantic, who was induced to invest his money in the purchase of
corner lots and water lots, on looking for his real estate by the re-
corded description, found himself sold, and the vast advantages of
the locality in which he had purchased a rank fable, without a shadow
of fact for its foundation. To this day there are suspicious natures
at the cast who, remembering the stories of '36, look with distrust
upon all invitations to aid with their money in building up Western
improvements.

Rock county did not escape the mania then prevailing for the lay-
ing out of large towns on paper, and selling out shares in them to
those anxious to hecome suddenly rich, or to grow rapidly more
so. The village of Rockport, now included within the city of
Janesville, was one of these early speculations. “ Wisconsin city,”
however, was the most elaborate attempt of the kind, and to such an
extent was speculation carried on in its blocks and lots, that at this
day the titles to property within its boundaries are a source of no
small perplexity and trouble, to those who have to investigate them.,

To secure a point for a town which might obtain the advantage of
being in time the seat of justice of a county, was then a great desid-
eratum. Janesville had to contend for this object with * Wisconsin
City,” Rockport, Beloit, and other ¢ites. When the boundaries of
the county, however, came to be defined, this, it was evideht, was
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the place best fitted to receive the honor and advantage of being the
capital, and it had already, notwithstanding much opposition from
those interested in other localities, been designated as such by the
Territorial Legislature.

The Territorial Legislature of 1836-7 sat at Belmont, in the
Southern part of vhat is now La Fayette county, about six miles
Northeast of the present villaze of Platteville. At that session the
county seat of Rock was established upon the fractional quarter sec-
tion located by Mr. Janes upon the East side of the River. The
county was set off from Milwaukee in 1835, but, with Walworth, was
attached to Racine until the Spring of the year 1839, when its or-
ganization was perfected.

Mr., Janes, in the spring of 1837, platted the land in the neigh-
borhood of his home on the east side of the river, for the village
which was to perpetuate his name. The land, we have seen, was not
bronght into market by the United States until September, 1839,
and in May, 1840, the county commissioners made a new plat of it.
Under an act of Congress the county made a pre-emption upon the
same land, the act providing this privilege as to land upon which a
county seat should belocated. The claims of Mr. Janes and the county
were therefore in conflict, but the matter was adjusted between them,
the county quit-claiming to claimants and settlers, for a nominal
consideration, what had previously been conveyed to them by Janes.

In 1839 Judge Trving held the first session of the Rock County
District Court. His Honor sat in a room in the Stage Honse, and
there assembled the prominent lawyers of the Territory, to aid him in
the administration of justice.

Lucius G. Fisher was elected Sheriff of the new county; Wm., H.
H. Bailey, Register of Deeds, and Clerk of the County Commission-
ers; W. 8. Murray, Wm. Spaulding, and E. J, Hazard, County
Commissioners. Daniel Smiley and Hiram H. Brown were the first
Justices of the Peace appointed to deal out law and equity in the
new town. They were exercising their jurisdiction here very soon
after the first settlements were made, \

In 1841, in the early part of the year, the erection of a court house
was commenced, D, A, Richardson was the contractor, and in the
month of January, 1842, the frame was up and covered, In De-
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cember of the same year it was nearly completed, and was ready for
use. James Chamberlain completed the building. It was a plain
wooden edifice, built upon a plan very generally adopted thronghous
the west, and served its purpose until the spring of the present year,
when it was destroyed by fire. This occurred in the night, and
there is no doubt was the work of maliciously disposed persons, al-
though as yet no discovery has been made that would justify the ar-
rest of any one suspected.

The old jail, which until within a few years past was used by the
county, was situated south of the court house grounds, between
Main and Bluff streets. It was a structure of very little strength,
and in the summer of 1849, the prisoners confined in it, or supposed
to be confined, sometimes went out under the cover of night, to
bathe in the river, steal melons, and otherwise amuse themselves, re-
turning quietly to their quarters, when they were through with
their recreations.

In April, 1837, a post office was established here, Janesville hav-
ing become, through the active agency of Gen. Wm. B. Sheldon, a
centre for several post-routes. This gentleman” was a member of
the Territorial Legislature, and took a strong interest in the advance-
ment of the new town, laboring zealously to procure for it every
possible advantage in this, as in other matters likely to promote its
welfare.

The first bridge erected here over Rock River was the work of
fhree enterprising men, Charles Stevens, Thomas Lappin, and Wm.
H. H. Bailey, in 1842, Its cost was two thousand dollars, and it
was a glorious, at all events a very comfortable thing for travelers,
when they could pass across by something else than a rough scow,
and aline of wire. It was a toll bridge for several years, and not-
withstanding the accommodation afforded by it, there were those who
weuld grumble at the rates, and complain o monopoly and extertion,
This «construction answered its purpose for more than ten years,
giving place at last to the more convenient and handsome one now
in use. ‘This, in its turn, is giving no small degree of trouble and
annoyance to our City legislators, because of continual wear and
tear, requiring frequent patching of its roadway, and occasionally
furnishing a Bill of damages to be paid for accidents.
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Thus far we have some of the incidents, and the names of some
of the most prominent of those who led the way in the foundation
and organization of the little community expected and destined to
grow to the proportions of a fair village or city, as good fortune, en-
terprise and industry might determine. Tle place upon which they
gettled with such expectations was well chosen, and time and the
course of events have proved their good judgment and sagacity.

The settlement of new territories in those days, however, was not
the easy task that it has since become, when railroads and steam-
boats furnish constant and rapid means for travel and the transpor-
tation of freight. Had the lines of railroad from the east to Lake
Michigan been then completed, it would not have required six years
time to gather here a pupulation of three hundred and thirty-three in
number, and that was all that Janesville could muster in 1843.—
Minnesota, Kansas and Nebraska, by the aid of railroads and navi-
gable rivers, have had comparatively a rapid progress in the accu-
mulation of population and wealth.

In the year 1843 we may date the commencement of the substantial
growth of our town. It was then that the first steps were taken for
the improvement of the ample water power here afforded by the nokle
* stream which adds so much beauty to the locality. Upon the com-
plete improvement of this power, and its thorough appropriation to
the uses of manufactures, depends the solution of the question
whether or not Janesville is to maintain her rank, as the second city
in point of population and business importance, in Wiscorsin, The
result is sure if her people will but lay hold of the menans which are
at their command, and work together with a will to make the most
of them. The importance of the water power was well understood
here by the early scttlers, and at as early o day as circumstances
would permit, steps were taken to put it to practical use.

At the session of the Territorial Legislature of 1843, A. Hyatt
Smith, then but a short time in the county, procured the passage of
an act authorizing the construction of a dam across Rock River at
Janesville, there being considerable local opposition to the project
from parties interested in powers on the river in this vicinity. In
consequence of this opposition the act passed contained a condition
that the head of water should not be raised above two and a half feet.
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The parties named in the act, to be associsted with Mr. Smith, were
Charles Stevens, Wm, II. H. Bailey, and Lewis E. Stone.

In connection with the water power a purchase was made of frac-
tional lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, extending along the west side of the river,
from the residence of Ex-Gov. Barstow to where the river bends its
course to the west. In this purchase Mr. Smith was joined by Messrs.
Stone & Bailey, the understanding being that they should co-operate
with him in building a dam and flouring mill.

In the spring of 1844, Smith, Bailey & Stone contracted with one
Phelps to build a frame and plank dam at the bend of the river.—
Phelps having been engaged, during most of the summer, in prepa-
rations for the performance of his contract, was suddenly taken sick,
and died.

Smith, Stone & Bailey, soon afterwards made a division of their
interest in the lands they had purchased together, Stone selling to
the other two his interest in what is designated on the city map as
“Smith & Bailey's Addition."”

In the winter of 1844-'45, Messrs. Smith & Bailey entered into n
contract with the Hanchetts, to deed them the land between River
Strect and the River, extending seventy rods northerly from Milwau-
kee Street, the condition being that the Messrs, H. should build a
dam for a water power of four feet head, and erect a substantial
flouring mill. One of the reasons inducing Messrs. 8, & B. to make
this contract, was that the Hanchetts had a simiiar contract for the
water power at Pope's Rapids, about three miles above, which would
be flowed out by a four feet head here, and the Hanchetts would,
therefore, be interested in making the head at this point sufficiently
high to be useful. The Messrs, H. soon erected a dam, which they
claimed would furnish the desired head of water, but it was imperfect
and unsatisfactory. Smith now determined to take the whole matter
into his own hands, and to complete the dam insuch a manner as to
be of the greatest possible benefit to the town, and to establish, with-
out delay, a first class mill for the manufacture of flour. He, there-
fors, purchased the interests of the Hanchetts in their contract, and
proceeded immediately to perfect the dam, so as to furnish a power
of the amount judged to be requisite. In buying their interest Mr.
8. stipulated with them for the privilege of a four feet head, and af:
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terwards with Hanchett & Dolsen to raise it to any hight he migh
choose.

In the autumn of 1845, James McClurg, of Maysville, Chatauque
county, New York, purchased one half of the interest of Mr. Smith
in the power, and commenced energetic preparations for the building
of a mill. While these were in progress, Martin O. Walker, of Chi-
eago, purchased one-fourth of the whole interest, and W. H. H. Bai-
ley another fourth. Bailey, afterwards, and before any large amount
of work was done, gave up his interest. About the same time J. B.
Doe purchased an eighth. The work was prosecuted until about the
first of August, 1846, and the mill was very nearly ready for operas
tion with three run of stones, when McClurg, who had become somer
what discouraged, was attacked with illness, brought on by over ex-
ertion, and exposure to cold from working in the river. Smith
bought out his interest, and the property then stood in the names of
Swith, Walker, and Doe; the first named owning five-eighths, the
gecond, one-fourth, and Doe, one-eighth, These interests remained
in this proportion until 1856, when Doe sold out to Smith, wio now
owns three-fourths of the property, the other fourth being still the
property of Martin O. Walker,

The nature of the river bottom made it necessary to expend s
large amount of money and labor, to secure a proper foundation for
the mill. A coffer dam had to be constructed, and constant pump.
ing, with a powerful apparatus, was required to keep down the water
for the construction of the mason work. The erection of this mill
was, for those days, an enterprise of great magnitude, and it was
pushed forward with great energy through obstacles well fitted to
discourage any but the sagacious and sanguine projector who had
the chief charge of it.  Ira Miltimore, still one of our active business
men, was the architect who planned and superintended the details of
the improvement,

The dam erected for this power is composed of heavy stone, rub-
ble, timber and plank, with earth and yravel, and notwithstanding:
some accidents, has served its purpose well. It will, with occasional,
inconsiderable repairs, continue to do so, it is believed, for many;
years. In 1850 a break occurred in its eastern end, and in the year
following, a bad break in the race bank just above the Excelsion
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mill. In repairing the damages in these instances, the whole Work
was greatly strengthened, and in the years '57 and '58, the river
having risen rapidly to an unusual hight, the strength of the dam
and embankments was severely tested. No damage of any conse-
quence resulted.

In 1844, Daniel A. Richardson erected the first substantial brick
block for business purposes. It was until lately known as “ Richard-
son's Commercial Block,” is three stories high, and situated on
Main street.

In the next year, Mr. D. F. Kimball, or to call him by the famil-
iar name by which he is best known here, Frank Kimball, one of the
earliest settlers of Janesville, built a small brick building on West
Milwaukee street, in which the first goods were sold on the west side
of the river.

Steps were taken this year for the construction of a * free bridge”
from the foot of Court street to Pl asant street. The enterprise did
notadvance very rapidly, as it was not fully ready for use until the
Spring of 1849,

The project of rendering Rock River naviguble for steamboats
was still entertained by a few gentlemen anxious to connect their
names with the history of the iuternal improvements of the State.—
Col. Collins, who lived in one of the mining counties, being a can-
didate to represent the territory, advocated \his improvement, and
apparently considered it important to show the people in this quarter
that he was yery much in earnest about the matter.

The year'45 is memorable for the establishment of the first news-
paper published in the county. On the 14th of August of that year
Levi Alden, of New Hampshire, with a partner, commenced the
publication of the Janesville' Gazette, which has continued hcre
without interruption, and has grown to be regarded as one of the
most important * institutions” of our place, having latterly, for sev-
eral years, been a daily and weekly journal. It was Whig in its
politics, when there was a party of that name, and is now one of the
leading Republican organs of theState.

On the 6th of December, 1845, Mr, Stoddard gold his interest to
‘Wm. F. Tompkins, when the paper was published by Alden & Tomp-
kins till the 26th of September, Mr. T. then sold to Mr. Alden, and
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it was published by Alden and Grattan, (Mr. G. holding only & nom-
inal interest) till Septembér, 1848, when Mr. Grattan withdrew. In
December, 1848, Chas. Holt purchased a half interest and became
joint editor. Up to this period Mr. Alden was sole editor. Its pub-
lication was continued by Alden & Holt to March 1855, from which
time Mr. Holt was sole publisher until August 1st, 1859, when Hiram
Bowen and Daniel Wilcox purchased an interest in the establish-
ment and the publication is now under the firm of Holt, Bowen and
Wilcox.

In July, 1854, a six column daily was issued, but this issue con-
tinued only three months when it was abandoned for want of ade-
quate support. In March, 1857, Mr. Holt purchased the Janesville
Free Press, united it with the Gazette, and commenced the publica-
tion of the Daily Morning Gazette, (seven colamns), adding name
of “ Free Press” to * Gazette” in its weekly issue.

The Gazette has been enlarged several different times, and on the
first of September, 1857, was made nine columns to the page.

The Daily Gazette has now been published more than two and a
half years. The Weekly commenced its fifteenth volume Septem-
ber, 1859,

In October, 1845, a census of the village was reported, as
follows: Population, 835 ; number of brick houses, 26 ; of stone, 9;
of frame, 115 ; of log houses, T; in all 157.

About the first of January, 1846, the Janesville Academy was
opened for the instruction of children and youths of both sexes.—
The Rev. Thomas J. Ruger, an Episcopal clergyman, who still re-
sides here, beloved and respected for his amiable disposition, his
sound learning, and his exemplary piety, was at the head of the in-
stitation. A, Hyatt Smith was the president of its board of trustees.
The building, situated on the block next west of the “Ford House,"
is of stone 35 by 55 feet, of two stories and a basement, and is now
in use in connection with the free school system of the city. In ad-
dition to the Academy there wers two common schools at this time
in operation.

About the middle of March, 1846, Frink & Walker commenced
running a tri-weekly line of stages between Janesville and Milwau-
kee, which was a matter of great rejoicing here.
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In the month of August the Rock County Democrat was estab-
lished by Geo. W. Crabb, of Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

The increase of immigration in the next year was large, and all
were encouraged to expect the realization, and, in good time, of their
most sangunine expectations as to the growth of the town.

On the 26th of June, 1847, the “ Big Mill,”” the erection of which
by A. Hyatt Smith has been noticed, was put into operation. This
was an occurrence of great interest to the people of Janesville, and
a large number of them assembled to witness the first working of
the machinery. Every thing about the establishment was found to
be in admirable order, and many were the congratulations exchanged
upon the occasion. In anticipation of the event, grain had been
brought from distant points in the state to be ground here, some of
it coming from as far North as the Wisconsin River; and the new
mill had more than an abundance of work on hand when its wheels
began to move. Its dimensions are on a liberal scale, it being four
stories with an attic, and eighty by fifty feet. It has six run of
stones.

About the first of October, '47, the stone foundation of the “ Far-
mers' Mills” was commenced by A. B. Jones. These mills were
completed in 1849,

Railroad connection with the East began to be anxiously wished
for, and occasionally meetings to discuss railroad projects began to
be held. On the 6th of November, 1847, Edward V. Whiton presi-
ded over a meeting assembled at the old Stage House, to consider a
project for a road to connect with the Chicago and Galena Road.—
The meeting was addressed by Messrs. Walker and Arnold of Chi-
cago.

In December another count of tha population was reported, the
whole number of inhabitants being 1458. The increase of popula-
tion from this time forward has been steady and rapid,

In 1848 the construction of plank-roads became a subject of in-
terest in the Southwestern portion of the state, and Janesville took
part in two projects for such roads. One of these was for a road
from Milwaukee to this place, and the other the Racine and Rock
River plank-road, intended, also, to terminate here. Books of sub-
scription for both were opened here, and the roads were laid for &
few miles from the lake shore, but before they could be completed

B
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to Rock River, the railroad interest engrossed too much of the pub-
lic attention to allow of any extended effort for the building of road-
ways of plank,

On the first of June the Gazette noticed the progress of the
“Stevens House,” then expected to be completed within a month.
By way of giving an idea of the extent of the edifice, it said that
“an acre of plastering” would be required, and altogether, it was to
be a magnificent, first class hotel. Old residents here know that,
whether it met this description or not, it was a large house, very
convenient and comfortable, and that it added greatly to the attrac-
tions of the village. It was destroyed by fire on the first Tuesday
of April, 1853—a day memorable for one of the most violent gales
of wind ever experienced in this part of the country. At the time
of its destruction,and for a year and a half previous, it was the
property of A. Hyatt Smith. Charles Stevens has the credit of hav-
ing added this improvement to the town, and the well and widely
known reputation of the house under the administration of Messrs,
Churchill and Sibley, next of himself, and lastly of Stover Rines,
did much for the prosperity and advancement of the place. It was
not ready for occupation so soon as anticipated, but was opened on
the 12th day of October, by Messra. Churchill & Sibley.

On the Tth of September, '48, the Milwaukee and Galena Tele-
graph Company was organized, A. Hyatt Smith, president; R. W.
Wright, of Waukesha, vice president, and Wm. Duane Wilson, of
Milwaukee, then one of the proprietors of the Milwaukee Sentinel,
secretary. This line was soon in operation, and contributed towards
attracting atteution to this part of the valley of Rock River, and es-
pecially to Janesville. It was in working order, and messages were,
transmitted by it, on the 15th day of December of the same year.

In the autumn of this year the improvement of the water power
in the southern portion of the town was commenced by lra Milti-
more, who purchased of A. Hyatt Smith an interest in what is called
on the recorded plat “ Miltimore's addition,” but is commonly known
as “ Monterey." A wing dam was put in here, which was mostly
swept away in 1852, Afterwards improvements on a more extended
and permanent scale were projected at this point, which have been
energetically prosecuted. " A dam of cut stone is now nearly com-
pleted, two hundred feet in length, and of the height of five feet and
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a little over. The stone used above the foundation are of large size,
from three to three and a half feet in width, and from six to ten feet
in length, with a thickness of fourteen inches. They are so dressed
as to secure a close joint, and are laid in hydraulic cement. The
base of this structure is eighty feet in width and the upper course is
twenty-eight feet wide. Aun apron will be extended thirty feet out,
also of heavy stone, making a solid sloping pavement, while behind
this mass of solid masonry there will be a lining of rubble and chip
stone and clay well' packed, so that it will be next to impossible that
the water above can have any passage, except where it should, over
and not through the work. The vhole structure rests upon a wide
foundation of heavy stone, reaching a depth of from ten to sixteen
feet. The heavy stone piers of the bridge, erected the year before
last, were so constructed as to fit and join into the masonry of the
dam, forming a portion of it, and adding largely -to its strength.—

This work belongs to Mr, Smith, who will complete it in the course
of the coming year.

From the north end of the dam extends down the river, for half a
mile, a heavy embankment, which is intended to be greatly enlarged
and strengthened, and this encloses the head race for the supply of
power.” At its outlet the fall is ten feet. The power thus created is
sufficient to drive over eighty run of stone, and the supply of water
will be ample in every season, The low lands on the north side of
that reach of the river above the dam will be flowed, and a lake be
formed from one-third to a half a mile in width, and & mile in length.
Leading to the bridge is Centre avenue, destined to be one of the
most baautiful streets in the city, being eight rods wide, and extend-
ing north to Milwaukee street.

The anxiety for an eastern railroad connection continuing to
increase, in January, 1849, a meeting was held to promote the
project of a railroad to bring the valley of Rock River, throughout
. its length, into communication with the lines of railroad stretching

towards Chicago from the East. The Madison and Beloit railroad
company had been incorporated at the first session of the State Leg-
islature, which was held in the Summer of 1848. This was always
a favorite project with the people of this valley. The meeting re-
ferred to was addressed by Wm. B. Ogden, of Chicago, (now the
President of the Chicago and Northwestern railway), A. Hyatt
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