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‘Used In Sicilian Invasion. , .... ’ ANG,’ 9 1943 
: A citation, commending the men and womén at the Manitowoe 

Ship Building Company for their part in building tank landing 
barges for the Allied landing on the island of Sicily last month, 
was received here today from E. L. Cochrane, rear admiral of the 
United States Navy and chief of the Bureau of the Ships at Wash- 
ington. ; 

Admiral Cochrane pointed out that these landing operations, 
“on a scale unparalleled in modern times,” were effected with the 
utmost precision and minimum of | —————__________ 
casualties and added that “this ee . 
was due in no small measure to|PUblicity of any kind. It was not 
the excellence of the specialized |Until late November of last year 
land craft built by you.” that censorship permitted men- 

Post Copies of Telegram tion in the press of this import- 

Copies of the telegram are to ant pease | 
be posted on bulletin boards of|- 1, epaired Other Craft | 
the company so workers who he ship building company 
had a part in the landing craft| here completed its first contract 

program can see that their ef- for these landing barges and they 
forts have. been recognized by were taken to the seaboard under 

high government officials. _- their own power by Manitowoc 
Not only were the first land- ae dditi 

mevketinmdesioned - bund. andy. @) S0dinon, Ne Yaa oer 
tested here but the Manitowoc |*° ae number of such! 
company was the “lead” yard eae uilt in other yards, but: 

in the entire landing craft con- |” needed some minor cor- 
struction program in the middle rections before they could be sent 
eat. on their way to the Mediter-| 

ef fs : ranéan. 4 
eee on the ae ee _ Following the invasion of Sic-) 

woe yards from Admiral Coch- ily, officials at the yards and 
heciriels pee cee here eee 

Ee : aite e pictures. One of the 

eae Late were uae first actual landing scenes sent 
were part of the spearhead in out showed No. 27, built here, 

the successful..invasion: of Sicily. ene tanks on the beach. * 
hat tinal eral: An official of the boone 

on a scale unparalleled in mod- Be ne te ee 
ern times were effected with the ie ae Dark ees the 
utmost precision and minimum of ee ing barges, said that he view- 
pasualties, wasrdu. bo, small. meas-|°o0ne Te ce ea ere 
ure due to the excellence of the Be ee on Sicily and rec- 
specialized landing craft built by Seas our barges that were 
you. It is a pleasure to extend ae in Manitowoc taking part 

thanks to everyone in your orga-|‘" he single operation “photo- 
nization..whose skill and labor a ed by that particular news- 
went int@the design, procure-|*°* Cameraman. | 
ment anditonstruction of these = = = = 
vital craff:"You are to be furth- 
er commended for your work as 
lead yard on this program.” | 

Started in 1942 
First of these tank landing} 

barges were built in Manitowoc} 
early in. the summer of 1942,; 
with -the Navy personnel here, | 
headed by. Commander G. C.} 
Weaver, taking an active part in| 
testing the craft along the lake} 

shore north of Two Rivers. { 
First designs. for the craft were 

laid -out. in the drafting offices 
of the Manitowoc, Ship Building 
Company and a crew of several 
hundred workers were assigned | 
to the task of turning out the! 

craft; seh i 
When the success of the barg- 

es was assured. the government 

ordered mass production: The ” 
Manitowoe company was desig-/| 
nated as the “lead” yard in this| 
big operation, which saw hund- | 
reds of these landing craft con 
structed all over the middle west 
All the material and equipment 
was ordered through the yards 

here. 
The detailed plans andthe con- 

struction of the barges followed 
by the tests in the lake off this 
port, were ‘<onducted . without
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