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Sem thong 9/25/66 
ea ; 
Hi, Qi how is everything? Get your interesting letter 

a couple of dsys ago. when I first saw the paper I thought 
well, inis is approiate, she is probably going te say, "ATt« 
all the bulishit you've been writing we, I t ought you sigh! 
need some toliet peper." But you surprisea ne. Thenks. Just 
same back from the last night of mourning for Wia Ying. He 
will be buried tomo: ow arternoun. Foured myself a full glas 

of creawe d'uenthe or however you speli it. Hey, I realiy dc 
wanb tuose records. Can you pack them in heavy cardvoard etc 

and send them aormail? If you cana send them to mee and let 

we knoW how much everything was and I€1ll send you the masay. 
I would really ap, reciute it. About b © Sits ideiemmianpimmmmmines ib < 

‘eect ntsc ce eg car acai a anh OTN 

lialithddeliddi Nee Gili Decicvttiimeijeesttes I ci fecling pisced 
off again tonizht. I'm not urunk either. I was going right t 

bed .s it is 2220 hours out 1 deciued to write -c you first. 
wey, why don't you come over to ineilanua or Jupan for 4 

Vacatsonsometiae next spring?I could sect you in Japein or 
hongseng o&6 Bangsok for a couple of wecne ond we could hu.eé 
& real circus. thers ere sume nice vars around to Jet tener 
iu during the evesiug, uic hotels to sicep ia at aight (to- 
eet.e: of course) and plenty of tiings to see aud do durin, 

. tee Goyeihink it over, hun’ | laestidMimmimtmenitedsistieinieetitemiae ne 

"your beat"... know what I mean? I think you will. You know 

a i vi nihil & 

Wed, we ere going tewics wia Ying. Things in Laos are pretiy 
“thd -auw. The national assembly gave the t.iime Niuister a 

“ Virtu.l vete ef no couficence uit.r he tola them they weren' 
witBh w 3694 duun. so Souva na heeded for the royal capital 

of Luans irevaug where he has beea for nearly twe we as. ihe 
“ i unGerstanad tne king's wouncil voted tke sase. So in realit 

there is ho [overnavnt in Leos but noone knows it. Kong Le 
ana Kouprisitih are on the outs. Both are Neutrilists but 

Kon Le is a self-u.de general after ne.led the coup in i96v. 
Kouprisith is techuically his voss but the two don't get 
slong. Last weck there patrols skirmished aorth of Vientiane 
and Kouprisita's uen ceptimred a halt dozen of Kong Le' wen. 

Colornel Singh,tne couia der of the neuts at houng Soui, 
- north of Sem fong, is Baking overtures to our General Vang 
| Pao, the co who is comuending Military Region whieh is ali 

at She provinces of Kieng Khoung, Sam Nuea-and ais SGU units 

also operate in Loung Prabang and seme in Seyabury and Houa 
Khong. In sgort he is leader of ail the tego and wost of the



wal Vir rer Cmat Fatigm —~ 
@.; 

‘ao Thung gm SGU and ADC units. Right how he is in Hawaii) 
..Ving His arm goerated on. He was shot in the arm lest \ 
ecruary when we lost Ja Khang. The arm never healed correct 

-y 8o he finaliy persuaded te go for tréctment in Hawaii, 
aenéral Ma, another general not to popular in Vientiane (as 
in Veng Pao because they are both excellent milivary leedres 

wid don't dilly around in meking uoney, vut concentrate on 

fig, ving) in in Korat hospitel sufiering .iom battle rutigue 
and pos ible denzue fever. weneral Ma personealiy flys Leud- 
‘olan when his T-28's go on vembing miscions. I heard one ’ 
story, true od not 1 don't know, but it is typical of the wan. 
siter one bombing mission one of his planes cane back with 
no casase from ground fire, no holes or anyi..ing. The pilot 

das veal pround thét his plane was stili in perfect shupe. 
“Oo when he linded the Venmpralcame over and the pilot told 

jow né had gotvon back with ne holes. veneral “a is sup osed 
& gove bteatenzxhz the shit out of the pilot becuuss ne Suid 
. t if the ».lane hed no holes the pilot strifed und bombed 

ifvit-to high an clitude! The next plune l:nded just fuli of 
“hiet noles and scorch markes from nis own bombs. that he 

» uropped. He ,et scered to dectnh taet he would catch heli 
aur tbe condit ion of his plane. Instead the veneral went up 

-—cn husced hin end conpretuiated hin on-his miscien-secause -- 
ic nolcs ond the scorch marks meant thet the pilot pid- 
seuliy come in on the deck, tree. top level to strate end 

nd. welt enough of thut. Iiis oaote isn't very long but 
y vyeS ure about to cesse operations fer the aight so i 
je5 L hed petter quite as uy typing is not so good that i 

,ee vwovn out lo kins at the xeyborrd. Well enywey, 

Cites sO LOE OL bee , 

from the bald neadea old besjarg in Laee, 

bn Sgges tect Bie yond
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On We ral : Séin lrong, veos 
x eOet, aby 1966. v 

irre, How's tricks. Happy Doubie fenta. In cese 
you dont know what the Hell: vouLle Te.th is, tnat is the da; 
thet the Manchy Empire wes overtheown in Cnina in 1911 (or - 
912, 1 forget). I emslightly drynk risht now. It os 8;30 at 

night. I was <oing to eut din er and comw home end write you 
= u.ce good let er. However, Capt..Keia, an attache type case 

up toaight and he had « new dart borad. “e@ star.ea playing 
darts at 6 o!clock and pluyed to8. all the tome we were drink- 

ing beer. I lost 400 — which is d0¢g. Thenwe ate din ner. ‘ide 
invited Col. Tu, the Lee comuander here to, lay «ith us ond 

nen we tre. tea him to di. et at SA Air Anireca Ness. Turckey , 
tonight. Frankly I am drunk on my ass, but con't tell unyone 

OK?.. Everyone is waiting for the fireworks. .dovLegin. Things 
betwen the suets ani FAR is cetiing worsc. -Lust wecsk the 
National Assembly voted on the buget for the yeer. -There wis 
more somey al-oted te the nuets than to the rizhbtest (nostely 

UR) o@ , since tne Xuasis Nuets are, wilitur.ty wise so .uch 
saaller than the FAR, the Netio al as.cembly voetea tne vudcet. 
this in af.ect was a vote of mo confidence for the rRine §* 

HiGiger, souven eh Phouma. I guess theie has to electious ~ 
goon. Row.ers of soups are everywhere. Tie Nuets are movi ug 

tro ps i:om Moung Souie down ty. Vane Vieng. They fiuuht-a—-—9 
—peuvig; attua ly @namcush where / Fat were xiliea. venereal 
Ma, hecd.ci the zor forse hus becn in und out of here rece: t_y 

obtePRiovsbestedilereebeen Pag mer ke bee ged. et ike Cgereys 
var, Nuess end tne Caisu.nists. howe-er, ifa coup oc.urs the 

keds will be left out as tnuey will sure y not partaje of 

elect.o1s amd thus one fectiow uy be elimincted. 1 woncer if 
t.¢ US may pehind this, aitho gi it is omly a gues , as if the 

wéueva Accords were thrown out the window, then the U3 would 
vé fre. to legaity stetion US troups in Leod, or ut lecst nave 

Usiadvisors he.e. 1 wowld not want te see the US in here 
aila Viet Nem or Théilend, but T thiak soe sele¢tive, goud 

US & Visors here in sae’ of ous aey Sit.s wighh be;a;g00d thiug 
vaAs‘hes Sen Gh a VewW places wut tiey cre aot out in every site 
“or even a fraction of the totel site we hug. I founda out 
tht che MAPS ai.otment for Lues, TOP SECi:T, todey. It is 
fantastic. However 1 vhink that most of it @8 air su, port. 

iTanig t, or this evening, 2 big tanxe:s circled us for a - 

.bong time. A few miles softh od here they refuled . I would 
7 like to see this with the long tubes Sticking out from the 

\ tanker te the jets, Nsemmnsngemempeien So SPs Gc esihteneD © 
temamewe, Ihe Anbascedor has supposodily witharawn all sup ort 
from the \uete excetp rice. However the as:héle h:s not told 
thie field. so we have peopie wit.. t e iuets and no one has 

tola them the policy. jaturuliy I taiuk we should serew tiw — 
Nuets to bathroom fleor., Tiey are haif comminist anyway aad you pac is emma i em eh iin ets A ne



gorgon when we backed Kong Le. He is a stupid, no not stupa 
' out treacherous bastard. Howeve: wWashingto kh, not to luse f. 
‘pos te back the great auétrisist "General" who is realit a 

| copbian. He has the smaliest fighting force, who don't fight 
. anyeay, in Laos and yet he receivee sore sup_ort than anyone, 
'  . think we should heve Kengkx Le assinated (EH, an american 

worsin., undfe cover) and thenwoe over his best oefiicers to 

tue #zkFAR side and wi,e out th e rest of his arsy who are 
worthless bastards anyway. The myth of the migiuty Kong Le is 

only a myth. One wild roume. has it that Kong Le, Vamg Pao 

and Thuo Ma (air force) ar. pln.iing a coup together, but 
Vang Pao hates hong Le so I don't see how this could pos. ivle¢ 
be true. 1 wosh we could could knockthe shit out of the iuets , 

Hey; have you given any taought ® coming to Asia next yeer 
for a vacation, leuehimphe =e mehetebempemeaeiaseSF | 

: : : R ae ' 

Digit wenbovdadcses Heh |, ni, wi c aemiph: ¢ 
teght" 8"), Li becbee ei = othosensjemanths tne shee ORsOVe 
waimaaigt. (Ou know id I had not cai.ead you frm: the hospital 

we micht have missed the best part of our reiétonship. God. 
_ i wiSh we had gone ca.ping one weekend. when I come pack we 

will fave to go up into tar stucks se no onw wil} find us for 

days and just Eee 

Z. Diag dibiearitsta@ oneal Col co neem mid dean aR raaterorteaaterr torment! z ss aod r z or # oo 4 

pions... onowver Ll em afraid I wouldn't sic many birds ~~ 
because 1 would always be ggg Die 
ESREERSGES 0. t wicinrestttinidaides a MOP a TY 
Saute Goce ewe Oa eb ee OTE 6S 

Se OT ee ee be Come va PST a et Sne Tele 
CET ==Sey. lubenenkewenebuiepeEOAS. | is 1c! 
in 2 Un). <—ORtiMiendese OUR NUMEIORaneh ETE EES | 

em ‘ipenint —_— i aeons ener Sooogen eR, < 

businrss down there. Hey, have yoy ever run into :sul Daly 
in D.C.? He snowld be in there about now on Heme Leave. li y. 
ever mect h:m tell nem I said Hello. Thanks. Tuings have  wect 

real quiet here and damaednttbieetiniGeeyeeeieeee | 
@teweerns.Did watch soue air strikes 2 wecks exo from Fhou 
SaVoi. de were right on the tip toy. of the mougjtain Like az 
easles nest. Lots of big booms and ‘snmoké tut i don't think i! 
there were eny enemy there. site 138 was abondshded teday :: 

the tro ps pulled out to 169. ujess CAS w.s pissed off becaus< 
I calied ti.cm to ask wet had hap ened ind they. dida't even 

: know about it. The kept trying to cali.tneir men in Luang , 
Prabang but toubda't gepy hém. so as usual we know avout 6..i1ig< 

cvefore they did . waeWpmmiiij@itdnietenttite tte ekesitntenineemma 
TTT, Les eet 10% tT 
dairy jazz, ON? Anyway, bye fr now, ;
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: 4 ¢ fry - Reerk ied, - ue 
i—_yp~mmemmees ? vicli, I thiak perhaps I am te late in 
this letier but perpaps it wili de some good regarding your ; 

peper on Laos. 1 know 1 have savea every letter of yours but 
I don't kaow where t e ola ones are storea. 30, Li bt. ink thet 
you were writing avout Ustbue reiations and how they really 
were, notes professed in public » xouncements ar soneLhing 

like t. ait. But first... we had a big fire nere Sundsy algat. 
Jur ofiice/warehouse vcurned down. .ith the medicea etc we 

provibly lost cisse to a wilsion doliars. That was tne start 
of two black duys. On lueSuay morting « Carabou transport pial 
lanied here and lost a nosewheel. No injuries. hen 1 went : 

down to thu “oun to check on t e military Situation. shen we 

tosk off on the very short strip tue piane hit a tres Stui.y 

and we ture oit the rear wheel esc. Mana.jea to get vack here 

ox. ihen at 2 in the aiternovna a US Skyraii@er was shot north 
ol here and the pilot tried to land at Sam Thong but he wes 
wunded end he crished and sas kil.ed on lepact mot far irom 

the run «ay. Then a big "Joisy creca"” rescue chopper came t¢ 

pick-up the w.ody anda as he was coming in a gaget oroke and he 
sterted 40 come straight down. However vhere wes another 
Geri bou under uit which just mwonugeu to gun the e@.2ine ang _ 
avertea @ crash. Then thut i.ight anotaer Joi y Green cresheda 

and burked up, in iact -ne piame melted of is notiicg, b.t a 
piie of wagneSiem. however: the crew of 4 dahagead W esc. pe. 

then ¢ aays ayo « Meo, a reel tremendous young Feblow wes 

kii.ed. He e€cS on a Speci.l team that wis meer Sem huea alon; 
the Communist road from sorth Vietnem. He ned speci.l reaios 

ahd wOen ne Sspot.ed tiucks CoOuwiug in from Viteu.m he would 
cail a 5-26 in and they would comb the road. Vo act 1ré,cut 
wis! His dea. wa8 a .e@ei blow. ast ween © « est Tha Toom 
put the FL/VM didn't stay. 1 weut in right aiter we reoc.upii 
zt to ckeck houses. 1 prewlied all through the Viliage aad wa 
lucky that there were no booby traps leit vy tne +L. I spent 

Thanksgiving in a »osition overlooxing the slain des Jar.es. 
Tuere is a road .nere where the rL have hecm moving in troop: 

aad 2 weeks azo they vrougut in 2 1LUS5howitizers to shel. our 

positions. I wenet over ippx three dzys to try te see what wo 

hap,ening. 1 hed things all orgenized with the cAR (roysl 
Lee army) and the ADC's, ot nome aefense uzits of Gen. Va.g 
Fao. we hed co-ordinated 105 howitizer fire from our rear, «= 
we «cted ¢s forward obsersers, abd then a tecm weat down wir 

a .57 and git the road and tnea we snelled it with a .7/5 RR. 
Don't & ink we Kili ed anyone but 1t was fun and it did xaxe 
wwt the 2 groups to work wogetuer. 1 think we should nave 
Americens in many sbrazgetic positions us it gived ine Locals 
confidence, especizily we you have = rudio along. I mig:t ge 

A | ee
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fired if the Ambassador ever Sioa ott, I've bdeen* wi Pking 
alot with one the CAS guys her®@g2Statriug inte lisence aud 

| elso with an army attache. Do you believe me when i suy 1 

onlg work for USAID. Hey, did yau ever fing out the guys naa- 

ne who Said that ne used to work in Laos and Lives veside 

- your girl friends houce? igppeispe, I got two isi ers recently 

vlad to hera about your good gredes om asia. I'll be reiying 
on you for informetion soeh. 1 would lixe to read your paper 

on Thailand, Can you send me a copy? Aise 1 got the record 
today. I dmueuiately played it throuzh twice. Srou_ht back 

| tremendous mewiours, no it dida't nave to bring them oack, 

t.ey wer. sever lost, cut it meade tnem wore vivid. 

Lsv0S: I real:y don't Haow that much to teli fox tust you . 
can't get from the book Conflect iu .aos.Have you. read Joel 

Hal.ern's series of momographs on uses. Much of what happenea 
in the past few years 1 just piane don'$ ka w about :and much 
of the present I sh uldn't tell you. In gemeral I would say 
that the CiA nas supported Gen Phoumi Nosavan, now in‘exiie 

in Thailand after his abortavie coup in 1y64@xor 65, please 
check, The State Dept seemed te tavor the wore"nuebrisit" 
stance of Savanna Phoumu and Kong ue. Jens, please ciiec}. the 
spelling of these nemes because I wili ratile tham ofz. Ia 
our area in norik Laos most of tne officers are yphoumi sen ~ 
and many of Phoumi'ts veiter ofiiders were rounded up by 

~ now Gen Kouprasith sbhay. st Paksene Col at was seut to 
pick up Gen Kh: mkong but t.e:e were no tro. ps there. Forget 

this statemeat as I can't go into detail. anyway, even today 
‘many of the "pdhitical officers" in wie embassy favor tue 
neutralists. Gae guy, Tou Barnes is comoug up here Tucsady. 
when I was working in Luang Prabang and southera Phoug soly 
the governor of Phong Sely was « nuet end all he telked uvout 
was Tom Baroes. The Nuets are actual.y a. ut nalf of tne» 
Com.unist but try to tell the americaus tuct. Lhe State ve, t 

Seems te feel tnat aeutraligsm is he salavation of Laos when 

in fact the people in the north actualiy cerrying om che sar 
want increasea American Aid, aud they are gev ing it wut 

this is never mentioiied publiciy. Bowvlag ia Laos has 
increased tremenaousz in the ast year. Yet the ouly thing 
in print mentions the Ho Chi Miih tral. However all tie time 

ihe US is prentendi g to vack the Geneva accords when in iact 
the accords are iinisned. fhe Vietnamese fizating in paes 
meade the ec.ords wortniess. knought have been xiiied and : 

catpurea but the laternaticual Control Comsissivna is stysied 

because Foland ref ses to accept the evide.ce. ihe mere piese 

* gence of American plunes bombing and our suppiying tne tro pé 

negates the accords. Alse, when t e cOauwhinitis pulled out of 
thet coloaltion gov't that fisished the cc.ords ovcauce 16 
cal.ed for a gov't of right, nuet and Cou uaist. In ract tne 
accords are dead vut ne.ther side wants te of.icieliy Say the 
at tuey are finished oeczuse tat ma nify tueir (end our)
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se 2 
iavilviest here in isso. ln otner words if neither Side is 
sup 980d to ce here, nen We Can vObn deny ti&t we zre neie and if anyone doubts us or tnem, it is up tothe accusser to 
prover we or they are here.ali you tiave to do is Surprees nei vat it would Le -e3el1 for us to be here end the VE, thea eve; 
thi g wuld Come oub in the oven and their aight not be sppur Sivher iu t.e US or VN for Lavoivesent in wos. How many _ 
pevpie in che US know wbout US involvient in L808. again 1 
Say J@a8 we nave ao US tro ps in worth Laos. Sos$ of wnat 1 i ie ere ee oaly to the norty cecause t & is where i work. ; a ean handles the logistics and Supply ger Genpral Vang Pa 

quirments Offise handies logistics for the FaR (Forces 
Armee Royale) end the nuets. ihe differe.ce ig that RG turns 
everything omer to the faR a aueis und tney disourse it. Us : here there is inégrated contol saewnat over what is done an 
where Support goes, even though Vang Pao issues orders. 

Dec 6, 1366 tewta,, Sory but I haa to ge to Vientiane fo: é d=ys and didn't eet tais finisned. I just lit wy pipe with 
a match end the head of the match feil off on the Key board « 
and melted wie plostic on the "0" key. Beautiful. I peat pat 
on the record, souad track from the movie "SandpipsF". fought 
it in Vientiane yesterduy, inet along with your record y the 
Lettermen reaity hits pretiy decp. vid I aention 1 wrote Ken 

_the other day. Todey « Joliy Green came in with 2 pilots who- 

were shot dows over Dien-sten—thu-iaVietasm-lielped cary 1Be 
off the chopper. we evacusted them to korat. Fae ney Fs” 
eth Live but the one guy hed a genesoee Drcker ae . 

‘aS ems U St acer tahini inketeshelnbeenind ae obas ef the thin 
. buysne aucient pottery for yee er tee puacke: shere | 

gs that she" boug. t Peres aye ee want at out I would lixe 
sn uagener baeaha for sale ..#95s “trip te Thailana te 1B ee ce” May heke e quick 2 daytrip te tha cy ec 
to see it firsu. © sy aa begind to think whet 1 can belt 2ou 

> z S B. rs 

yoy ity Det nes t to God really don't know much ahong 

She" Lines that you wont to know about. se feed ail the solide 
end femilies up here in north Leos, give them weupons, ailxro 
air suport, air transport etc. I just don&t xnuow what else I] 
cen teli you. Some of this uboul the plane crashes, Joliy Gre 
ens etc i shouldn't have niehioneu, I'm afraid that I just 
cen't sey much else. b'm sorry tut I can't. bo ,;ou andersfanc 
what 1 moan? I hope so. I drank @ boirle oi tist Mateuse wine 
that we usea to driuk tonight for dinner. The was zuether 

AID suy about wy age, a Cataolic priest ai an americun dentis! 
snd we hed a bowitle ogthet wine which 1 had gotton at the 

Com isiary (PX) and after dinner cigars. Felt Like a civiliz 
ad person. slease excuse me vut I have to siga off, again I a 
reaily sorry for the lack of info on yoyr paper. Hey, what ‘ 
color of silk would you lise 1or christmas? You won't set it 
b. fore meybe groundhogs cay, cut give me an ide. of color.. 

_ maybe RED? Oh nee rrmmnnee) 
“ana the peopée at rC/Hash that may have met. Wili write So age ee Spe anemia Ce ee esas, ee



his said that when he is not here he want's me to 
aG@=p an eye on site 5. As a result every thing that 1 em 
uppesed to Gh is my territery only because someone else 
an't do... vuut what I em trying to sey is that gop didn'i 
ey I was was to have these .hese areas peewese ne vehouzht i 

. would do a goed joo, but because for one reason or other 
someone couldn't do it. Hight now things are fairly ceiet. 
ihere is no sense of urgency. I just can't ajust to this 
normal routine. Everything has chengea here. Instead or 6 in 
theserning to 7 or 8 at niz:.t, we start work st 7:50 and no 

jlene cad take off mexgrm aiter 5:30 in the evening. I huve 
becn up in Jem Thogg 3 weeks and 1 day. I have ween one. 
night at Phu Saly, one nite in Luang Prebang and last aite 

at Phu Noun. Evrey other site I have spent in this demn place 
doing essentially nothing, I doen't know, a:ybe 1 am aaxtecx 
bored er sometuixg. There is a big operation -oing on in Den 

area to recapture site 27. 1 understand the trovps were on 
the airstrip this eve ing. Hoyever we lost 5 deed aud gu 
wounded which is ea He@i'va lot. The war causalitics in aes 

- are not spectualar like in Vit Nam where hidrede or thousands. 
. ate threalically kilied in every major offensive. WP, 
” Swe), Eins to xx hens itup for tonizht. 

Il hope whe. the flood goes down 1'il have lots of weil from 
you. : ; ' in 
pa iT ae 

Sede, PR Sa ies only Son Se cael eae Ok
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