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D ACTOR BILL
L - LACKED SIX VOTES

Measure Which Was Intended to Re-
lieve Chicago Theaters Does Not
Even Pass Lower House.

Springfield, TIl, May 27.

Representative Lederer’s bill, which
perlmts children to appear in publlc
teatrical performances-failed by six
vfes to secure the necessary consti-
wiional majority in the house to-
ight.

ﬂIt did not die on third reading,
wnsideration being postponed. A

L nost determined attempt will be made

iy Representative Lederer and other
iiends of the bill to force it through
foth houses.
The bill is drawn to assist the the-
drical managers when they want
dildren on the stage. The purpose
of the measure is to amend the laws
wyerning the state factory inspection
{epartment so as to remedy the
wouble in which Gretchen Hartman,
Polly of the Circus, Peter Pan, and
smilar theatrical companies have
ieen involved.
The bill legalizes the - -~arance on
{he stage of children over 12 years of
iz, provided their parents or guard-
ingulegally consent to such appear-
ance.
GEORGE CELLA BUYS

OUT GEORGE MIDDLETON.
New York, May 27 (4:00 p. m.)
In order to relieve the vaudeville
situation in St. Louis George Cella, of
the American theater, has purchased
George Middleton’s vaudeville and
wmbination holdings in that city.
The deal does not affect Middleton’s
interests in other cities.

BUILDING RAZED FOR
CORT THEATER LOCATION.

The building on Dearborn street
nar Randolph, which was located
on the site of the new Cort theater,
i been razed and the house is ex-
jected to be erected and ready for
decipaney by fall. The first offering

will probably be an original musical
Lﬂmed writien by Stanislaus Stange
imcent Bryan, with music by
nﬂn M. Jerome.

INGER WITHDRAWS
FROM ASSOCIATION.

Mort Singer had offered his resigna-

0 {0 the Theatrical Managers’ Pro-
ulive Association right on the heels
“T lohn Barrymore’s withdrawal from
\ Stgbborn Cinderella. This organ-
zation i supposed to protect a man-
g in holding an actor and Singer
ithier fears it does not do so.

Parker Shows Prospering.
Abilene, Kan., May 25.
The Great Parker shows, with 28
‘I:TS. dre doing a splendld business
B8E4s0on, according to C. W. Park-

:rhunlelf The shows in the west
€ holding their own, against bad
Veallier, he says, and find business

;mr a0 expenses great. Another
§9w Iéft Abilene last Sunday, un-
tr the Mmanagement of C. G. Bur-
Thl sfarrying ten paid attractions.
8 show plays Ellsworth, Kan., this

“‘kand Lyons, Kan., week of May

MURDOCK WOULD

QUIT VAUDEV

kB

Again Tenders Resignation at Conference of Chiefs to Devote
Himself to Motion Pictures.

New York, May 27 (2:00 p. m.)

J. J. Murdock not only intends to withdraw from active service con-
nected with the Western Vaudeville interests, but he means to dispose of

his vaudeville holdings.

The western amusement magnate made this plain at a conference of the
principal vaudeville men of the west, which has been in almost continual

session since last Monday.

Mr. Murdock tendered his resignation as head of the western vaudeville

interests at the meeting held in Chicago recently. The resignation was not
accepted. He tendered it again this week and up to this time his colleagues

will not hear of his withdrawal.

Messrs. J. J. Murdock, C. E. Kohl, George Middleton, M. C. Anderson
and F. C. Ziegler are now in conference at their eastern office and it is said
that a syndicate is ready to purchase the Murdock interests, but that his
confreres are unwilling to consider his retirement.

The deal is eertain to be

:onsummated sooner or later.

Murdock

is firmly determined to devote his future attention to the '1Ff'11rs of the
International Projecting & Producing Companies.

ERLANGER OPPOSES
OPEN DOOR POLICY

Says Western Managers Mu:t Book through Klaw and Erlanger
Excluswely or Not at All

The Western Theater Manager’s As-
:ocmtxon seems determined to have an
“open door” policy next season. At
a meeting held in Chicago last week
at which every director of the organ-
ization was present, it was unanimous-
ly agreed that the “open door” policy
should prevail, and a committee of
twelve men was appointed to go to
New York and inform Abraham Er-
langer of this fact. The directors
were summoned by telegraph, after
Klaw & Erlanger had sent out word
that no bookings would be made in
conjunction with any other theatrical
companies or organizations.

At the meeting held in Chicago on
April 6, it was the unanimous senti-
ment of the members of the organi-
zation that the “open door” policy
should prevail, but at that time no
formal action was taken in the mat-
ter. Later, when Abraham Erlanger
sent out word that every one who
booked the Shubert or independent
attractions would not be booked by
Klaw & Erlanger, the situation called
for immediate action, and the direc-
tors were notified by wire and re-
sponded at once.

Another meeting of the association
will probably be held in New York
early in June, at which time the mat-
ter will be threshed out thoroughly.
On that occasion it is said that Klaw
and Erlanger will be made to know
that the western -~ managers are in
earnest, and that they will not stand
for bulldozing.

One prominent manager voiced his
complaint as follows: “If it had not
been for the Shuberts this year, many
a manager would have had his house
dark all the time. The Shubert of-
ferings have been a God-send, and

have saved the day for many a man-

ager. The trust has not sent out
shows of any sort whatever. Man-
agers have been clamoring in all

quarters because of the dearth of any
attractions, let alone good ones.

“Not in twenty years have the the-
aters in the middle west been com-
pelled to close early in May for
want of attractions. Houses are dark
in every city and town. Managers
are complaining right and left. The
situation is critical, and it has been
so all this season. The syndicate
has not had the attractions to offer,
and has refused to allow other book-
ings. The matter has now come to
a show-down.

“At a recent meeting of the West-
ern Theater Managers’ Association it
was ascertained that ninety-nine per
cent of the managers were in favor
of the ‘open door’ policy, and it was
too bad that some definite and de-
cisive action was not taken at that
time. Action will be taken, however,
in a very short time, and then the
trust will ascertain just where we
stand.”

The Syndicate’s Position.

New York, May 27

Klaw & Erlanger and the Syndi-
cate will maintain an attitude of ab-
solute consistency, says an “official
announcement” in the New York Tel-
egraph. “Quite as positively it may
be said that there will be no change
of any kind in the Syndicate’s organi-
zation. It will operate its business in
the future precisely as it has done in
the past, giving its connecting ‘time’
only to attractions that book with it
exclusively.”

SUIT CASE PERFORMERS
WANT SHORTER HOURS.

Meeting of the Actors’ Union Held at
Koch’s Hall Wednesday After-
noon—A Resolution Adopted.

A resolution was adopted at a meet--

ing of vaudeville actors held at Koch’s
hall Wednesday afternoon. There

was more than 100 members of the’

union present and resolutions calling
for shorter hours were passed.

The actors want the number of
shows limited to four a day, except
on Saturday and Sunday, when the
limit shall be eight. For all above
the number up to twelve a day, which
is the maximum, they want pro rata
overtime. They are now paid $20 a
week for “singles,” in which only one
person appears, and $40 a week for
team acts.

This demand is included in a peti-
tion signed by all those at the meet-
ing and which is to be circulated
among the 1,500 actors in the city by
a committee of which Lew Jack is the
chairman. It also binds the actors to
an agreement to quit.. in case a mana-
ger cancels any act which does not
suit his fancy and endeavors to substi-
tute another.

The union also will make a fight on
booking agencies that are violating
the “one-split” week rule, booking
actors to appear at more than two
theaters a week. The resolution does
not go into effect until’ June 14.

“JOE” HOWARD SEEKS
RELIEF FROM DEBTS
Joseph E. Howard has filed a peti-
tion in bankruptcy with liabilities of
$12,760, and nominal assets of $1,700,
royalties due from Frank Sardian of
Clinton, Ia. The debts were contract-
ed from 1906 to 1908 in New York,
Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis, Den-
ver, Peoria, Cleveland, Sioux Falls,
Paw Paw and Boston. Among the
creditors are the Peoples Bank of Min-
neapolis, $2,000; M. Breslauer, Min-
neapolis, $2,000; Minnehaha National
Bank of Sioux Falls, $1,692; Peoria
National Bank of Peoria, Ill., $820;
all for money loaned; National Print-
ing and Engraving company of Chi-
cago, $602; Morgan Lithographic
company, Cleveland, $750; Great
Western Printing company, St. Louis,
$502; and Frederick W. Taylor, Sloux

Falls, $1,200 for merchandise.

C. E. HODKINS SECURES
-A DOZEN MORE HOUSES
Webster City, Ia., May 26.
Charles E. Hodkins, of Joplin, Mo,
has added a dozen vaudeville and
moving picture shows in JIowa and
Nebraska to the string served with
vaudeville acts by the Hodkins of-
fice.  Among the additions are houses
in Des Moines, Mason City, Fort
Dodge, Ames, Council Bluffs and Be-
atrice, Neb. The Unique of this city,
recently got on the Hodkins circuit
and is putting on a much better class
of vaudeville than before. The Hod-
kins offices ‘are making excellent
growth among the smaller houses in
Iowa, Missouri and Nebraska.—
TUCKER.
MAX MILLIAN’S RAFFLE
TAKES PLACE JUNE 4.
Max Millian’s raffle will take place
at the Sherman House in Chicago on
Friday night, June 4; at 11 o’clock.
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