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b by the owners of any rights they

We stand for a non-political
approved by the sportsmen,

We are unalterably opposed

for selfish purposes.

the existence of game and
hunting and fishing depend
of the land owner.

We believe that the Game C

bound to shape its policies in
wishes.

OUR PLATFORM

main in office as long as it will.

b Game Fund except by the Game Commission, and
for true wild life conservation.

We are opposed to the posting of fishing waters

We believe in public ownership of important wild-
fowl refuge and shooting grounds.

We stand for a policy of whole hearted coopera-
tion with stockmen and farmers,

firat allegiance to the sportsmen, and is in duty

Game Commission,
and allowed to re-

to any use of the

realizing that
the continuance of
upon the good will

ommission owes its

accordance with its

Official Publication of The New Mexico Game Protective Association.

LA i;’faﬁ@--"Pi;z{’ Cone Scatters Its Seeds, So May This Paper Scatter the Seeds of Wisdom and Understanding Among Meii.
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S"' RULES FOR
SPORTSMEN

(First published in 1915, but just as pertinent today)
Be a real sportsman. There is more honor in giv-
ing the game a square deal than in getting the

Make sure it's a buck. If you con’t see his horns
-—-she hasn’t any.

Help enforce the game laws.
public property, and only a game hog will take

violator in hand yourself, or report him to the
nearest Deputy Game Warden or Game Protective

Respect the ranchman’s property. He regards the
man who leaves his gates open, cuts his fences,
tramples his crops, or shoots near dwelling, as
an outlaw. Put yourself in his place.

Be careful with fire. One tree will make a million
matches; one mateh can burn a million frees.
Leave a clean camp and a c¢lean reeord, Unburied
garbage, crippled game, and broken laws, are
poor monuments for a sportsman to leave behind

Game and fish are

fair and legal share. Take the

Founded in 1915 by Aldo Leopold

L
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19th Issue

COLFAX G. P. A.
HAS BANQUET
AT RATON

Bad Weather Fails to Daunt
Colfax Sportsmen Whe
Hold Good Meeting

On May 19 the Colfax County G.
P. A. held its regular annual ban-
quet at the Swastika Hotel at
Raton Pyeepite bad “weather. the
affair drew a very good crowd, and
turned out to be one of the most
enjoyable and instructive meetings
in the history of the crganization.

State Game Warden  Elliot
Barker, Fred Sherman, President
of the State Association, and E. L.
Perry, Executive Secretary were
present and made brief addresses.
Mr, S8herman made a splendid talk
in which he recited the career of
the G. P. A, movement in New
Mexico, and latér in response to a
question by Mr. Blaine as to the
concrete benefits to the wild-life
regource resulting from it cited
present conditions in comparigon
with those of the pre-organization
era and showed that the progress
which has been made is directly
traceable to the concerted efforts of
the sportsmen to curb the wasteful
practices of the past, and to sup-
plant political expediency w1th
geientifier game management.

The Game Warden defended the
action of the Commission in enter-
ing into an agreement with the
owners of Storrie Lake, whereun-
der the Department agrees to keep

.(tho lake stocked and to allow the

4 exchange 1or the.pelnguishment

may have under the law to fish the
lake at will and without license.
He also answered a number of
questions put to him from the floor.»
PERRY EXPLAINS BOARD

Mr. Perry explained that the new-
ly created Board of Research and
Eduecation of the Association of
which he is the Executive Secre-
tary was not established for the
purpose of fighting the present ad-
ministration of the Game Depart-
ment, but rather to asgist it and
future new administrations to get
oriented on the job and thus to
keep wild-life administration head-
ed along in a straight line as nerly
as may be.

A new wrinkle in G. P. A, meet-
ings was introduced when Mr.
Blaine put a number of prepared
questions to the Game Warden and
the State G. P. A. officials. He ex-
plained that the questions were for
the purpose of clearing up certain
controversial matters being dis-
cussed by the sportsmen of the
county, and expressed the hope the
answers would “clear the air.”

Mr. Barker was asked whether
his previous connection with the
Vermejo Club, which owns a large
private hunting and fishing park in
Colfax County would influence his
actions in favor of the Private Park
licensees of the state and denied
emphatically that it would. He was
also quizzed in regard to a rumor
that he owns a portion of a stream
in San Miguel County which is
posted against fishing, and stated
that while it is true that he has for
some time had about three miles
of Sapello Creek posted as a pro-
tection against vandalism on the
part of fishermen he has recently
removed the posters except for a
gsection of about a half mile adja~
cent to his home.

LOSS OF TROUT EXPLAINED

Perry was called on the carpet
to account for the find of a large
number of 'dead fish in the Cimar-
ron River immediately . after a
planting of trout by the Depart-
ment during his administration. He
said that the matter had been in-
vestigated immediately after being
reported and it was found that one
of the fish truck drivers had spent
an unnecessary amount of time on
the road with the result that a con-
siderable portion of the load of fish
had died enroute. He drew a laugh
from the audience when he sug-
gested that the driver showed eith-
er remarkable honesty or astonish-
ing dumbness when he failed to
“plant” the dead fish in the brush
instead of pouring them into the
stream. He said the truck driver
had been discharged. He also an-
swered in the negative when Blaine
asked whether the PINE CONE
was to be a ‘“political organ de-
signed to discredit the present state
administration.” He reiterated his
previous statement that the pur-
poses of the G. P. A, and ifs official
orgdn are purely constructive and
in no sense retaliatory.

Archie H. Darden, Raton attor-
ney, explained the rights of land
owners under the law to post their
lands against hunting and fishing,
and doubted that these rights could
ever be invaded by statute. State

Labor Record

Champions G. P. A.

Albuquerque Paper Takes Up
Cudgels for Organized
Sportsmen

The “Labor Record”, weekly
newspaper published in Albuquer-
que by the Bynons, father and son,
is a real booster for the G. P. A.

The elder Bynon is not only a
veteran newspaper man, but he is
also a veteran sportsman of that
highly idealistic type which fanned
the spark of conservation into flame
in the beginning of the movement
and which has ever since carried
the torch in the dark climb toward
cleaner sportsmanship and a bet-
ter understanding of the sports-
man’s obligation toward nature and
her work. Larry, the son, is a chip

poff the old block, and  a tireless

worker in the ranks of the G, P. A.
Together they form an editorial
team which is of incalculable value
to the sportsmen of the state.

The Record’s attitude toward the
recent upset in the conservation
field has not met with any consider-
able enthusiasm on the part of a
certain group of politicians, its edi-
tor admits, but so far as is discern-
ible he is not unduly perturbed
thereby. He is one of that old
school of newspaper men which be-
lieved that theirs was a holy com-
mission to hew to the line, let the
chips fall where they may, and
which stood by their convictions,
come weal or woe,

THE PINE CONE is not very
prone to give free advertising space
to anybody, but we will violate that
principle to the extent of suggest-
ing that any sportsman who is not
readmg the Labor Record_,;a ;mss—

:.... R
Lmn price is on‘lv $2 00 per year, and
the address is 211 West Gold Ave,,
Albuquerque.
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Trapping Black
Canyon Deer
Not Successful

The scheme worked out by the
Game Department and the Forest
Service last year to trap deer in
the Black Canyon country for
planting in less heavily populated
districts has not proven successful
so far, according to Elliot Barker,
State Game Warden,

Three traps were built last fall,
one south of Black Canyon and
two to the north, but they were not
ready for operation before the
roads. got bad. It was hoped that
by baiting them with alfalfa and
salt this spring that the deer could
be easily taken, but apparently they
are still afraid of the corrals. Bar-
ker says that large numbers of
them gather around the traps to
lick the salt which is outside, and
even lie down around it, but that
they will not enter.
schemes have been tried, he says, to
entice the animals inside, but to
no avail,

Numbers of deer have been trap-
ped on the Kiabab Plateau in Ari-
zona, during the past several years
and transported elsewhere, and
doubtless our Black Canyon deer
will lose their fear of the traps in
time.

Govt. Bureau
Taking Spawn
in New Mexico

R. G. Wagner of the Bureau of
Fisheries, accompanied by Assist-
ant Supervisor Merker, spent Wed-
nesday at Cabresto Lake, states the
Carson Pine Cone. The purpose of
the trip was to determine if it was
possible to secure spawn of native
trout in that lake. They took ap-
proximately 3,000 eggs by seining
fish from the stream above the lake
and they were brought down to
Taos® and placed in the hatchery
here. Mr. Wagner, who has estab-
lished a temporary Federal hatch-
ery at Eagle Nest Lake, which will
later become a permanent one, is
taking rainbow spawn from that
lake. He said he intended to make
a very favorable report to the Bu-
reau of Fisheries on the possibilities
of taking spawn of native trout
from Cabresto Lake. He stated that
by putting traps in the stream it
would be possible to take three or
four hundred thousand eggs a year.
‘We feel that this is very important,
since there are at present no
sources of obtaining native trout
spawn.

Senator Geo, Remley made a short
talk upon the struggle during the
last Legislature to pass the Game
Commission bill and lauded the
G, P. A, for its help in putting the
measure over,
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“THE PINE CONE” RESUMES PUBLICATION

During the Christmas holidays of 1915,
Aldo Leopold, then Secretary of the organi-
zation, began publication of an “Official Bul-
letin of the Albuquerque Game Protective
Association.” With happy inspiration he
called it “THE PINE CONE,” and in the first
issue set forth the following declaration:

“The aim and purpose of this little paper
is to promote the protection and enjoyment
of wild things. As the cone scatters the seeds
of the pine and the fir tree, so may it scatter
the seeds of wisdom and understanding
among men, to the end that every ecitizen
may learn to hold the lives of harmless wild
creatures as a publie trust tor human good,
against the abuse of which he stands per-
sonally responsible. Thus, and thus only,
will our wild life be conserved. Be this not
done, and that quickly, it must forever van-
ish from the earth.”

The first issue was a little tentative in
tone, the editor doubtless feeling around for
solid ground upon which to plant his feef,
but in the second number, gotten out the fol-
lowing April, the publication blossomed out
into what was doubtless the most militant
and at the same time most constructive me-
dium of its kmd that the country has ever
seen.

It is trite to speak of that period as “the
dark days of conservation,” but even those
of us who went through them no longer have
a proper conception of how dark they really
were. Through the medium of the PINE
CONE we find Leopold fighting for the estab-
lishment of principles which are now so firm-

ly entrenched. that we no. longer even think

aumu, LG, anvelgliliog agaiist niarkel dulide-
ing, begging for popular support of the ref-
uge idea, challenging the almost universal
evasion of the game laws, pleading for even
a slight dilution of politics with efficiency in.
the Game Department. He fought strenu-
ously, and one senses with every ounce of
power at his command, but always courte-
ously and. with an eye single .to the one ob-
jective—better wild life conditions. He never
descended to idle back-biting or wasted time
upon futile resentments; he set his sights
high, but took what he could get and made
the best of it.

On March, 10, 1916, the New Mexico
Game Protective Association was officially
born. Sportsmen from Silver City, Santa Fe,
Magdalena, Carlsbad, Roswell, and Taos
gathered at Albuquerque and perfected the
organization of eight locals, electing Miles
W. Burford president and Aldo Leopold Sec-
retary.

Prompfly the PINE CONE, now the
official organ of the new Staterde associa- |
tion, increased in size and scope. Leaders in
the conservation movement began to insist

Various | Upon less politics and more wild life manage-

ment in the Game Department, and gradual-
ly “getting the Game Department out of poli-
tics” came to be the chief objective of the
G. P. A, and the principal theme of THE
PINE CONE.

The story of the fight for the Commis-
sion Law is an old one and need not be re-
told here. Suffice it to say that it was the
everlasting hammering at the idea by the
sportsmen’s newspaper that finally put it
over. The sportsmen took several Ilckmgs
in the process, but finally, in the July 1920 is-
sue, Leopold records that “forty leading
politicians and leading sportsmen of New
Mexico sat around a table together, and in a
friendly spirit, discussed and reached a
tentative agreement on the biggest question
confronting New Mexico sportsmen today—
the unshackling of the New Mexico Game
and Fish Department.” And in the follow-
ing Legislative Assembly the “Commission
Bill” was enacted into law. It did not con-
tain all the provisions which the Associa-
tion had endorsed, but it was considered—
and was—an epochal achievement for its
time. It won the state an enviable reputation
for progressiveness throughout the Union.

Having passed the Commission Bill, the
G. P. A. apparently ran out of targets at
which to shoot for the time being. The
PINE CONE, having put forth one last bril-
liant effort just before the 1921 Legislative
Session, suspended publication with its sev-
enteenth issue. The New Mexico G. P. A.
now numbered 12 locals with a combined
membership of 1500.

But neither the G. P. A. nor the PINE
CONE were dead. After the Commission
Bill had been in operation awhile it was dis-
covered to have an almost fatal defect. The
Governor, rather than the Commission was
empowered to appoint the Game Warden, and

AFTER LAPSE OF SEVEN YEARS

the Game V'arden was under no obligation
to carry them out. He owed his job, and
hence his alliegance to the political party in
power inste'd of the Commission and the
sportsmen wliom it represented.

The sportsnien soon found this situation
to be intolerable, and in March, 1924, Leo-
pold got oui another issue of the PINE
CONE, dem:nding a revision of the game
laws to placs the appointive power in the
hands of the Commission. He published a
resolntion s K\pted at the last convention of
the G. P. A, which read in part as follows:

“We beliave, however, that there is still
imperative need for putting the Game De-
partment upon-a more stable basis. Under
the system c¢f political appointments which
still prevails, & Game Warden, no matter how
hard he or she works, barely learns the rudi-
ments of the job before being replaced by
another political appointee. The system pre-
cludes any chance for establishing or follow-
ing out a continuous game policy, and a big
_part of the responsibility for actual work in
the field must still be carried on by volunteer
effort, rather’ than under the leadership of
experienced game officials with stable tenure
of office.

We ther:fore unanimously and emphati-
cally renew rur pndorsement of the amend-
ment of the iame Commission Law placing
the employn. nt of the State Game Warden
in the hands.f the State Game Commission.
This amendhent is vital to the suceess of

] m*tmm ﬂmi ali other
I by this
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- We proinst\the custom of a.sking for or|
accepting the resignation of the State Game
Commission 2t each change of administra-
tion. This threatens the continuity of policy,
to attain which was one of the ub,]ecta of
creating the Commission.”

The G. P. A., now numbering sixteen lo-
cals, passed its amendment in the following
Legislature, and the PINE CONE retired
from the field for good. Leopold shortly left
the state to take up higher duties in the For-
est Service, and the organized sportsmen lost
a priceless asset. How very seldom is it giv-
en to any organization to possess a leader
combining indomitable courage, rapier like
intelligence, superb literary attainments, and
the will to work prodigiously in its interest!..

That the PINE, CONE was read “from
kiver to kiver” is attested by the reminiscient
chuckles with which its readers still reecall
some pungent thrust of Leopold’s at the evils
of his day. It brought the sportsmen of the'
State together as nothing else could have
done, and it accomplished results in a day
fraught with the hardships of pioneering
that we would be hard pressed to duplicate
with our much greater membership and more |
enlightened public opinion. It was not only
a moulder of public opinion in the highest
sense of that much abused term; it was a
whole battery of seige guns and a regiment
of cavalry in its own right. It both reflected
the spirit of the G. P. A., and drew the rays
to a focal point uncomfortably hot to the
foes of conservation.

With this issue, the nineteenth of its
career, THE PINE CONE is reborn. That
it will possess the excellences of ifs earlier
incarnation there is slight probability; Leo-
polds are born, not made. But it will at-
tempt to serve the same general purposes.
It will try to present a medium through
which all members of the G. P. A. may keep
informed upon the happening and trends in
the conservation field, through which they
may exchange ideas and information, and
through which the Association may give pub-
lic expression to its desires and convictions.

The PINE CONE belongs to the sports-
men, body and soul. It is not going to be put
in the position of fighting the sportsmen’s
battles; rather it is going to be the weapon
with which the sportsmen shall fight their
own battles, if fight they must.

Its columns are not only open, but eager-
Iy awaiting use by any sportsman or conser-
vationist with any idea to which he wishes
to give expression, and it is the Editor’s con-
viction that the more such use is made of
them the better the paper will be. Free and
untrammeled discussion is the life-blood of
any cause. Christionity itseif would have
died a-borning if it had not given rise to de-
bate.

Every sportsman is hereby elected to
the office of Associate Editor of the PINE
CONE, with all the rights, appurtenances,
hendltaments, and DUTIES appertalnmg

while the Commission could suggest policies

thereunto.

sl

DEER KILLERS
PAY FINES

Game Department Grabs Three
Violators in Pecos
Country

Truly, the way of the transgres-
gor ig hard. On Juune 1, State Game
Warden Elliot Barker was tipped
off that some natives on the upper
Pecos River were living sumptious-
Iy upon illegal venison. Calling in
Deputy Warden Norvell, a search
of the suspected premises was
made, and the remains of three
deer unearthed.

After. some little difficulty in
picking out the guilty parties,
Melisandro Gonzales, Eusabio San-
doval, and Ramon Quintana admit-
ted having killed the animals on
Grassy Mountain and agreed to
plead guilty. The officers took them
before Judge C. M, Douglas at Las
Vegas where they “paid off” to the
tune of $25 and costs each, with an
additional witness fee of $25
against one of them. The witness
fee was paid to the party who fur-
nished the information,

According to all reports deer are
becoming reestablished in consider-
able numbers on the Pecos water-
shed after many years of depletion
due largely to poaching, and all
sporismen will be glad to know that
poachers in that section are meet-

PLANT 127,010

TROUT IN MONTH

Superintendent of Hatchery
Reports All Are Rainbows
v Except 6,000

e

Trout planted from the Lisboa
Springs hatchery during May
totaled 127,000, says John P. Ben-
gard, hatchery superintendent, in a
report to the game warden’s office
today.

All were Rainbow except 6,000
Loch TLeven planted on the lower
Ruidoso.

Mr. Bengard reported also that
a truck load of trout had been
traded to the Bloom Cattle com-
pany for a load of crappie to be
uged as brood stock,

The plantings were as follows: !
Rio Grande (upper), 21,500; Stor-
rie regervoir, 18,000; Santa Barbara
creek, 6,500; Eagle Nest lake, 6,000;
Rio La Casa, 9,000; Cow creek (up-
per), 3,500; Gallinas river (below
forks, 3,000; Gallinas river (north
fork), 7,000; Ruidoso (middle fork),
9,000; Gallinas river (south fork),
9,000; Sapello creek, 9,000; Ocate
creek (north fork), 6,000; San An-
tone (upper), 3,000; Santa Cruz res-
ervoir, 510; Cebolla creek, 3,000; El-
lis creek, 4,000; Ruidoso (lower),
6,000; Jemez river, 3,000.

ing with their just deserts.

§

e teR 10T % the Board of Re-
gsearch and Educaticn by the New
Mexico G. P. A. has apparently
made a hit with Eastern conserva-
tionists. The Executive Secretary
of the Board is in receipt of a num-
ber of congratulatory letters, and
so far, at least, has had no brick-
bats.

Mr. L. B, Fletchm, Secretary of
the Associated Committees for Wild
Life Conservation, of Boston says:

“Congratulations on the forma-
tion of your new association, and
more strength to your good right
arm. We are delighted to know
that such an organization has be-
come active in New Mexico.

“This organization was formed
some years ago to consolidate the
sportsman, the bird lover, the con-
servationist, and the farmer. You
will notice that it is made up of a
group ; of powerful people, inso-
much that no bills before the Gen-
eral Court that we think unwise
can be passed, while we are helpful
to biils which we approve. . . Simi-
lar organizations in other states I
feel sure would be helpful, and I
am pleased to say that several have
already been started from our pat-
tern.”

Easterners Congratulate
New Mexico Association

"The pres'ia"gri'-t' of the Connecticut |1
Fish and Game Protective Assn., e
Mr. G. H. Cranton, hands us a nice |.

bouquet as follows:

“I have read with great interest
of the creation of your Board, and
congratulate you upon your de-
termined stand to improve game
conditions in your state. The sub-
ject has never before received the
constructive consideration that is
now being given it by the Federal
Government and the many organi-
zations in the states, and vast sums
of money are at the disposal of
those in active control. Your an-
alysis of New Mexico's needs is in-
spiring . . . I wish you every suc-
cess.”

Dr. Wm. T, Hornaday, Chairman
of the Permanent Wild Life Pro-
tection Fund, also wrote a highly
congratulatory letter. Dr. Horna-

day has always thought well of the |

New Mexico G. P. A. He once do-
nated $400 from the Permanent
Fund to carry on the publication of
the original PINE CONE.

Aldo Leopold, and Edmund Sey-
mour, famous conservationist and
President of the American Bison
Society, have taken out Honorary
Memberships in the Board.

Black Canyon Is
Good Trout Water

Black Canyon, tributary to the
Gila River in the Black Range, has
long been famed for its abundance
of deer, but perhaps few people re-
alize that its stream also supports
a considerable number of trout.

Fred Shermany President of the
New Mexico G. P. A. reports that
on the opening day of the fishing
season he fished this stream and
took 23 trout, ranging in length up
to 12 inches.

The trout in Black Canyon are
all of the Black Spotted Native
variety, the stream, because of its
inaccessibility in the past mnever
having been stocked. Until recent-
ly there has been no road of any
kind in this region, but the U. S.
Forest Service is now constructing
one from Beaverhead to the
Sapello, which crosses Black Can-
yon. The Game Department should
now have no -trouble in stocking
this stream from the Lisboa Springs
Hatchery, and it will form an im-
portant addition to the meager
trout waters available to the an-
glers of the southwestern part of
the State,

NEW MEXICO QUAIL
LAY WELL IN MONTANA

Thomas N. Marlowe, Chairman of
the Montana Game and Fish Com-
mission, believes that our New
Mezxico scaled quail may do well in
certain parts of his State.

Last fall, at Mr. Marlowe’s re-

were shipped to Montana by the
Game Department for experimental
purposes. Due probably to some
delay in transit the birds arrived in
poor condition, most of them dying
en route or shortly after arrival.
The few survivors were removed at
once to a game farm operated by
the Montana Department, and have
since been doing splendidly. Mr,

quest, two dozen pairs of the birds {i:

eggs were laid by the quail, and
are now in the process of being
hatched under domestic hens.

Unfortunately the exact number
of quail producing the eggs was not
stated, but in any event the fact
that apparently all the survivors
laid well should be encouraging to
those persons in this State who are
trying to produce the species in
captivity.

MOVE KAIBAB DEER

Five hundred deer grazing in the
Kaibab National Forest have been
trapped and moved to game refuges
south of Grand Canyon for re-
stocking purposes. Last year 215
deer “were trapped and transported
to other parts of the state.

I’me Cone To
Start Want-Ad
Column

With the August number The

Pine Cone expects to inaugurate
iia new service for sportsmen—
ii a wand-ad column,
* Going to several thousand
sportsmen throughout the State
as the paper does, it should
prove a valuable medium for the
brethren who wish to buy, sell,
or exchange dogs, guns, equip-
ment, or what not

More to prevent abuse of the
service than anything else a
nominal charge of one-half cent :
per word will be made, with a i
minimum charge of 15 cents for i
any individual ad.
i may be madé in any convenient &

Remittance ::

: form, including stamps, and the ii

i Cone office, if desired,
inecessary data is furnished.

Marlowe says that more than 100
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i | Mountains,

HOLDS DINNER
AND ELECTION

Roswell the Scene of Sporis-
men’s Annual

Banguet
ELECT NEW OFFICERS

H. P. Saunders Retires as
President After Long
Service in Office

The Chavez County G. P. A. held
its anrrual banquet and election of
officers at Roswell, May 26. A very
excellent dinner was served to a
large number of sportsmen from
the Southeastern part of the State,
and the meeting developed into one
of the most enjovable affairs of its
kind in the history of the Associa-
tion.

SHERMAN SPEAKS

President Fred Sherman of the
New Mexico G. A, P, E. L. Perry,
Executive Secretary, Elliot Barker,
State Game Warden, and J, B. Me-
Ghee, member of the State Game
Commission, were in attendance
and made brief addresses.

Mr. Sherman told somethine of
the early history of the G, *™
movement in New Mexicoy
compared conditions whlch e‘g‘"
at that time with preser __ X
to illustrate the S W ha

=S i
.

BARKER PROMISES FISH
State Game Warden Elliot Barker
said' that he had just finished an
inspection of some of the fishing
waters of the section, and was pro-
foundly impressed with their possi-
bilities for fish production. He
promised the sportsmen of the re-
gion a million fish for restocking
purposes, and announced that the
new Federal fish hatchery will be
constructed upon land owned by the
Department at Dexter.

J. P. Bengard, Hatchery Super-
intendent of the Department, cor-
roborated Barker’s estimate of the
fish producing capacity of the
waters of the county and promised
more diligent efforts to stock them
in the future. He expressed the
opinion thaf the small bass hatch-
ery operated by the Department
near Dexter should have a full
time attendant. The hatchery was
built in accordance with a “self
operating” plan developed in Louisi-
ana.

NO POLITICS IN DEPARTMENT

Commissioner McGhee, apparent-
ly in response to something said
about politics by President Sher-
man, arose the second time and
made a denial that polities have
influenced any of the actions of the
Commission. “Though I am Chair-
man of the Democratic Central
Committee in tHis county,” he said,
“that fact does not in the least in-
fluence me so far as my activities
as a Game Commissioner are con-
cerned.” He mentioned certain
changes that have been made in
the personnel of the Department,
but intimated that they had been
made in the interests of efficiency
rather than of political preferment.

Mr. McGhee told of the success
which he was having in elotrocuting

... |undesirable fish in the waters of
it|the Pecos Valley and expressed the
il hope that this would prove to be

the means of cleaning all of the
waters of the region of these ob-
He plans to con-
struct an electrical plant upon a
barge to be used where commercial
power is not available.

ELECT NEW OFFICERS

H. P. Saunders, for the past sev-
eral years president of the associa-
tion, declined the nomination for
re-election, stating that he felt he
had served his time in the office
and was entitled to be relieved.

| Ross Malone was elected to succeed

him, with Cecil Bonney as Secre-
tary. All of the speakers of the
evening paid glowing tribute to
Mr. Saunders’ administration of the
office and expressed regret that he
could not be persuaded to continue,

W. B. Murrel and Carol Woods
of the Otero County G. P. A. were
in attendance and spoke upon the
turkey situation in the Sacramento
giving it as “their

il opinion that the area should be
t1closed to turkey shooting for the

fad will be prepared in the Pine & time being, while J. V. Tully of the

if thed| ire becoming very plentiful in his

Ruidosa AsSociation said that deer

i
il

section, due to the operation of the
Ruidosa game refuge,

Beefn darived !wm @he m'mm :

| convention
of the State G P A. will be held
at Roswell in' September,

CHAVES G.P. A,
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HAVE YOU DONE YOUR BIT?

Some sixteen or seventeen years ago the sportsmen of
New Mexico, taking a page from the history of certain other
states which were satisfactorily solving the wild-life- admin-
istration problem, began a fight to remedy the condition of
chaos which had always marked the administration of that
resource in this state.

The solution determined upon was the establishment of

a bi-partisan game and fish commission with overlapping
terms of office, thus assuring that the official agency charged
with the administration of the resource would have the bene-
st of continuity of policy regardless of changes in state ad-
inistration.
be removed and replaced by each incoming governor, the body
would always retain in its membership a majority with ex-

. perience in the work, and the time honored custom of tearing
the organization down and reversing all previous policies
every two years would be shelved.

In 1921 a law embodying this principle was passed, and
such a commission appointed. : :

In theory the scheme is ideal, and elsewhere it has fune-
tioned admirably. In practice it has failed to work out in
New Mexico as its originators planned. No commissioner
has ever been allowed to serve out a full six year term for
which he was appointed, and the great majority of them
have served only during the tenure of office of the governor
who selected them. Counting the present officials, we have
had fourteen commissioners during the ten years that the

law has been in effect, and the number would be considerably |

increased except for the fact that Governor Dillon carried
one Commissioner over from the previous administration, and
forbore to make any changes in the personnel of the body
drring his two terms in office.

tow. long this condition can ‘be expected to continue
ther. are no means of estimating, of course, but there are
eertainly no visible indications that we are any nearer its
correction today than we were ten years ago. Experienced

——Commissioners are still discharged in the midst of their terms

without rhyme or reason or regard for the intent of the law,
“and new commissions and their executive officers continue to
spend their brief two years of service in learning by experi-
ence what their pradecessors learned, and in getting into posi-
tion te profit by their mistakes. It is a system which private
business avoids as the plague, and which is anything but ben-
eficial to the business of developing the State’s wild life re-
source.

The power of the Governor to remove. Commissioners
before the expiration of the terms for which they are ap-
pointed is based upon -a Supreme Court interpretation of a
constitutional provision, and it has been suggested that a
constitutional amendment be adopted curbing this power of
removal except for cause, and with the right to appeal to the
Supreme. Court. Such a‘remedy would be very helpful, but
it would not prove to bz the panacea which its proponents
are apt to consider it. Probably most Governors would ac-
cept the situation as a matter of course, but there is no as-
surance that we would not again have a Governor who would
arbitrarily demand the resignations of the Commissioners,
even though there was no possibility of enforcing the de-
mand. And no one who has not occupied a State office can
conceive how difficult it would be for a Commission or War-
den to function effectively in the face of opposition on the
part of the administration. The Arizona Game Department
18 experiencing this sort of Calvary today.

For these reasons the State’s conservationists have come
to realize that they, like various other groups of people with
a common interest, must maintain a privately controlled ser-
vice designed both to bring about such changes in official
policies and laws as may be necessary to their well being, and
pending the accomplishment of such changes to make the
hest of existing conditions by assuming a portion of the bur-
den of the conservation work. Labor, various industries,
taxpayers, highway associations, and other bodies have long
since learned this lesson and today maintain such services.
They work not only for the adoption of adequate laws, but
they act in an advisory capacity to the officials having their
interests in charge. Needless to say, the sportsmen need
such a service more than any other group because experince
is the very life blood of management of the resource in which
they are interested. If you employ a lawyer, physician, or
engineer you can be certain that he has at least been exposed
to a definite amount of éducation and training in that par-
ticular line, but there are no schools for the training of wild
life administrators. When you hire a game warden you do
80 with the knowledge that he must be trained on the job
and that he will become valuable only as he absorbs such

‘ training.

~ The G. P. A. has fought for years for stable tenure of
office for game officials, and, as we have seen, without any
considerable degree of success. That it will continue the

. fight goes without saying. But it is now about to tackle the

other phase of the subject, to-wit: making the best of the
conditions that actually exist.

Its newly inaugurated Board of Research and Education
is the means which has been chosen for the purpose. The
Board is not an offshoot of the G. P. A., it is part and parcel
of it just as the Legislative Committee or any other commit-
tee agpointed by the President is. It is charged with certain
specific duties by the Association and is responsible to the
Association for the manner in which. it performs those duties.
It has certain peculiarities of organization not common to
the other G. P. A, committees, principally—if the truth must
be told—in order to allow it to raise money to carry on its
work.

Like the balance of the G. P. A. the Board has nothing
but antipathy for the practice of dumping experienced Com-
missioners overboard for political or any other reason, but;

| warden will make mistakes.

Since at worst only one commissioner could’

trol of it at the moment. If this service is accepted—and
not be—it will obviously go a long way toward mitigating the
evils' of that period of orientation through which all new
commissions and wardens must pass, regardless of their
willingness and sincerity.

and not to any political party, personality, or set of preju-
dices. The sportsmen contribute every dollar which the Com-

in the conduct of the Game Department. The G. P. A. will
forever fight any Commission which does not meet this con-
dition; it will fight for any Commission that does.

If it is impossible to serve both God and Mammon, it is
even more so0 to serve both sportsmen and politicians. There
can be no fence straddling in the matter. Sportsmen are
sportsmen first and Republicans and Democrats afterward.
They are not even remotely interested in more and better
“pie” for the faithful; they are intensely interested in see-
ing that every dollar of the game fund buys 100 cents worth
of better wild life conditions. : ;

It goes without saying that any new commission and
They certainly would not be
human if they did not. Wild life management is a vastly
intricate science about which even the most experienced and
diligent students know none too much.

Our present Game Department has already made some
rather serious blunders of judgment, and it will make others
as time goes on. Every reasonable person expects it, and
will not hold it against them so long as they are open to
argument. We never have had an administration which did
not make its mistakes.

On August 1, however, the (:ipportunity for serious er-
rors is going to be vastly increased. So far, the Department
has been operating under the old laws which give the Com-
mission but little leeway in the exercise of judgment in meet-
ing the biological needs of the wild life resource and which,
after many years of cutting and trying, have come, in some
measure at least to erect a barrier against sudden disaster.
On August 1 this barrier will be removed and the Commis-
sion will be clothed with the greatest responsibility which
has ever been loaded upon the shoulders of any similar organ-
ization in the country. Three men will have absolute power
of life and death over every furred, finned, and feathered in-
habitant of New Mexico except the migratory birds. They
can, if they choose, remove all barriers upon hunting and
fishing, or they can absolutely prohibit it. If properly ad-
ministered this law will be the greatest boon to wild life that
it has ever experienced; if it is not chaos will inevitably
result.

Fortunately, the Commission has realized the gravity of
|its responsibility and has invited all interested sportsmen
to sit in on its deliberations when the new regulations are
adopted. It behooves us to have a big representation there,
from every section of the State. Not only must the Com-
mission harmonize conflicting opinions if its regulations are
to have popular support, but it needs the benefit of your
knowledge of wild life conditions and needs in your particu-
lar section. £ ' Sl

The sole obiect of the law is to-allow for diversifiad ms
the soundest kind of good business.. But if the wrong kind
{ of management is set up for any given locality or species
conditions will be far worse than under present conditions.

The conference will be held in the Supreme Court room
of the Capitol on the first day of August, and all sportsmen
have been invited to be present. o

Apparently State Game Warden Barker is being given
a reasonably free hand by the Commission, and fortunately
indeed he is taking a very respectful attitude toward his re-
sponsibilities. If he ever had an idea that the Game Depart-
ment was a sort of one-handed job he realizes now that it
is by far the biggest thing that he has ever tackled, and
fraught with greater possibilities for disaster.

This is ninety per cent of the battle, and coupled with
his native capacity for hard work and undoubted sincerity of
purpose will, we believe, put him over. Certainly he shall
have all the help toward that end that is at our command,
and that he will accept. To whatever extent he succeeds the
wild life resource and the sportsmen will be benefited. So far
as we are concerned the upset in the Game Department,
while regretable, is water over the dam; water which is .not
going to be put back by any sulking in tents or futile pouting.

Everything may be free in Heaven, as the theologians
assure us, but not so on this mundane sphere. On the con-
trary everything costs money! The work which the G. P. A.
has delegated to the Board of Research and Education is
no exception to this rule.

Because it was not considered expedient at the time to
attempt to finance this work by arbitrarily raising the dues
of the members of the Association, a plan was worked out to
raise the necessary money by soliciting voluntary contribu-
tions from interested sportsmen and conservationists. Such
contributors are elected to Honorary Membership in the
Board. ;

Probably you have already received an application card
through the mail; if you have not already done so, won't
you fill it out and send us a check for whatever class of mem-
bership you think you can afford? Or if you do npt have a

Leaders in the G. P. A. believe that this is the most for-
ward looking step that the organized sportsmen of the State
%z;we ever taken, and that it will result in vast concrete bene-

s to every one of us who derive our chief pleasure from an
enjoyment of the out-of-doors. It will not only improve con-
ditions for the present, but it will improve them for the gen-
eration to follow us—and to boot build a generation of bet-
ter conservationists to enjoy them,

Admittedly the plan of financing this work does not fol-

ing, for instance, that you hold up the end of someone else
who is not able to. The PINE CONE, as an’illustration, goes
to every member of the G. P. A. in the State, but there are
a lot of them who could not afford to pay for it if that were
demanded of them. Yet, we think that they ought to have it.
Will you give us—and them—a lLift?

E. L. PERRY.

Regarded from without, Nature appears an immense

infloresence of unforseeable novelty. The force which ani-

mates it seems to create lovingly, for nothing, for the mere

pleasure of it, the ndless variety of vegetable and animal spe-

cies. On each it confers the absolute value of a great work
of art.—BERGSON. :

The right sort of man who has had a fine day in the

painted woods, on the bright waters of a duck-haunted bay,

_its prineipal function is to ameliorate the effects of such of in the golden stybble of September, can §ll his day and his

changes as cannot be forestalled.

 soul with six good birds just as well as sixty —HORNADAY,

there would not seem to be any logical reason why it should|:

The G. P. A. has one basic conviction, and that is that|:
the Game Commission owes its allegiance to the sportsmen, |

mission has to spend, and theirs must be the guiding voice |’

J;%ﬁut to all citizens of the state.

agement to meet diversified conditions, which is obviously |»

card, clip the one at the bottom of this page and use it. s

low very closely the tenets of absolute socialism; we are ask-|
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i The Pine Cone welcomes let-i
i ters from sportsmen upon con
: servation subjects to this col
i umn, the objeects being to pro-ii
i mote an exchange of views. The i
: only restriction placed upon the i
i use of the column is that con-
i tributors must sign the  com
munications which they wish to
have printed.

SHERMAN OBJECTS TO
FIRING COMMISSION

Deming, New Mexico,
June 24, 1931
Editor, The Pine Cone,
Dear Sir:

Through the efforts of the New
Mexico Game Protective Associa-
tion we have enacted the most pro-
gressive and modern game legis-
lation of any state in the Union, It
gives to the State Game Commis-
sion full regulatory powers. Under
its provisions the Commission has
powers to regulate seasons of hunt-
ing and fishing, the bag limits, may
prohibit or permit the killing of any
species, may establish reserves and
rest grounds and may close or open
areas to hunting or fishing, and in
fact fully regulate the taking of
either game or fish.

Game conservation and manage-
ment is a science and requires a
constructive program followed from
year to year. It must not be inter-
fered with by partisan politics .and
any drastic change in the personnel
of the Commission or Game War-
den tends to disrupt the Depart-
‘ment and retard the work of game
conservation. The appointment of
a new Game Commission brings to
the Department men unfamiliar
with the policies established by
their predecessors, and the ten-
dency is to destroy or discredit the
former administration, refusing to
build upon the foundation estab-
lished by them but rather to change
the pelicy, down the work of their
predecessors and build upon’ a dif-
ferent policy established by them.
If, therefore, each two years there
is to be a complete change of the
personnel of the Department, it
must be evident to any one, wheth-
zr sportsman or not, that no real
progress can be had. This breaking
down in the administration of the
Department means a waste of the
money contributed by the sports-
men and a loss to the state. Not
ly is the money contributed by
 the sportsmen used for the protec-
ton and propagation of game and
fsh, but for the protection of song
end . insectivorous birds and of all
vild life. Therefore, this matter is
+f [interest not only to the sports-
cause of the danger of a com-
Slete change in the Commission
and Game Warden, Lhe ASsOCIAtoN |

;M;',u-gh.t and procured the passage
of a law which provided for a six
year term for the Commission, with
only one member retiring each two
years. This insured the establish-
ment and continuity of a settled
policy of game management and
administration. The present Gov-
ernor, although admitting that he
knows nothing about game or game
management, and in disregard of
the wishes of more .than 7,000
sportsman, demanded and received
the ‘resignation of the members of
the Game Commission and appoint-
ed an entirely new Commission and
Warden, He found a way to re-
peal the law establishing continuity
in office, as he also found a way to
disregard and annul the plain pro-
visions of the constitution. It is
fortunate that we seldom eleet a
man of this character to the high
office of Governor, but when it is
done the progress of the state in
all departments is checked and re-
tarded, requiring many years to
overcome the handicap.

It is for the purpose of repair-
ing the damage done to conserva-
tion and to build upon a broader
foundation that the New Mexico
{yame Protective .Association has
‘established a Board of Research
and Kducation. This Board will
make a ‘scientific study of all wild
life and will. endeavor to give to
the public the knowledge developed
from study and research, They pro-
pose to publish a monthly paper
known as the Pine Cone, which will
go to each member of the Associ-
ation in the state. As Secretary
ithey have selected Mr. B, L. Perry
!who was with the Game Depart-
ment six years and who is probably
more familiar with game and fish
conditions over the state than any
other citizen. The Board selected to
carry on this work is of the highest
type of sporfsmen and nature-lov-
ers that New Mexico has pro-
duced; they are all successful in
private life and unselfish in their
work in the interest of the public.
They work without pay and deserve
the hearty support of every citizen
in the state, whether a member of
any sportsman's organization or
not. I ask their whole-hearted co-
operation and support of this Board
and its Secretary in the work they
are doing,

Yours truly,
FRED SHERMAN
President, New Mexico G. P, A,

A cowpuncher ordered a steak at
o restaurant. The waiter brought
it in—rare—very rdare. 'The punch-
er looked at it and demanded that
it be returned to the kitchen and
cooked.

‘“ “Tis eooked,” snapped the wait-
er. :
“What do you mean, cooked?”

About the fifteenth of every May

someone says to me: “Golly! feels

like fishing weather, don’t 'it?
Where you going to open the sea-

i|son this year?”

“My dear fellow,” I always say
with a superior air, “I am not go-
ing to open the season anywhere.
Fishing for trout during the open-
ing days of the season is the bunk.
The streams are always bank full

:1of liquid mud, which means worm

fishing, and while I have no con-

‘| scientious seruples against worm

fishing,” I hasten to add as his eye
begins to grow a little sardenic,
“there is no skill in it, There is no
pleasure in that kind of fishing for
me. Besides, you always get in over
your boots in the high water, which
at time of year is extremely dis-
agreeable. You spend half your
time and all your patience trying
to dislodge your hooks from invis-
ible logs on the bottom of the
stream, and you wind up a grueling
day with a half dozen little fish too
young to realize that a worm in
Nature bears no slightest resem-
blance to the anemic and tortuous
creature strung upon your hook.”
“No,” I say, “I have no interest
in the kind of fishing that is to be
had on opening day. I shall wait
until they are rising to flies. That's
the kind of fishing for the real an-
gler!”

I always feel exaltedly sure of my
attitude in this matter until the
afternoon of the twenty-ninth. At
that time I note my next door
neighbor digging feverishly in his
back yard. “Come on ovet and dig
vourself some worms,” he calls cor-
dially.

“I have plenty of worms in my
own yard,” I reply with dignity,
“but I' mnot going fishing.”

He looks up in astonishment,
starts to say something, then ap-
parently thinks better of it and falls
to his digging again.

It occurs to me that perhaps he
doubts my statement in regard to
the worms in my yard. To prove
‘that I am right I get a spade and

1dig a ean of nice fat ones in no

time at all.
That night I am unable to sleep.

the paper that the snowfall was be-
low normal during the winter,
which would mean that the streams
should clear up earlier this spring.
Maybe the Pecos is already pretty
well run down, I should have looked
into this. I toss upon my bed.

- It's a shame to let that can of
good worms go to waste. On the
other hand I don't care for worm
fishing, anyway. ' But maybe the
river has run down a lot this year.
It might even be reasonably clear;
clear enough for spinners anway.
It was on the opening day in 1920
I remember; or maybe it was 1921.
Perhaps I could just take a run out
there bright and earlv, and if it is

It occurs to me that I have read in |

with horror, and I will show you
one who possesses that God-given
faculty of pointing a gun at the
exact spot where the bird will be
when the load of shot arrives there.

I know a man who is a past mas-
ter in the art of handling a trout
in any sort of water that ﬂow‘s out-
doors. And the tackle he uses! I
would be afraid to pit it against a
chub. If there was ever a sports-
man in the matter of equipment he
is it, But he hasg no scruples what-
ever in the matter of lures. If
they're not hitting flies, on goes a
snelled hook and a juicy worm. And
he is not secretive about it. His
theory is that the sport begins after
a trout is hooked. Most anglers
who abhor the thought of bait will
cast their flies patiently all day long
and take defeat philosophically, but
let a fish once hooked get away and
they go into a tantrum. My friend
is just the opposite. If the fish re-
fuse to bite he turns the air blue
with profanity, but when one beats
'him after it is hooked he doffs his
| hat to it respectfully, and lives only
for the day when he may try that
jone again.

And if you want to get him all het
up, flout a landing net under his
nose. The use of a net is the low-
est form of skulduggerty so far as
he is concerned. Any dub, he says,
can winch a fish up to his knees
and bail him out with a net; it re-
quires a nice correlation between
feet and hands to “wade him out”
and overcome that last desperate
resistance . which marks the discov-
ery by his troutship that he is about
to go ashore,

A sportsman? I think he is. If
he were a better fly fisherman he
would probably eschew bait; if
some of his. critics were better rod
handlers they would probably use
lighter tackle. He loses about as
many hooked fish as the lure purist
fails to hook, so the score is all
even there. The loather of bait
gets his fun—and displays his
sportsmanship—through his skill in
fooling the fish with his flies; my
friend through his skill in making
a couple of ounces of bamboo and
a hair-thin leader defeat the fish's
most strenuous efforts to get away.

Last winter, while doing a little
bass fishing around the heating
stove, I heard a fellow who is sup-
posed to be the last word on the
subject expound the theory that
about all there is to bass fishing is
in getting the lure where the fish is
—be that lure what it may. In
fact, if my memory serves me he
made the statement that bass can
be taken on a clothes pin, provided
the clothes pin be wriggled exciting-
ly under the fish's nose. All of
which, if true, would save me a lot
of money annually in the purchase
of fishing tackle.

gards a twelve gauge pump gun
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(The Editor of this department;
ill attempt to answer ques-i
ions ‘regarding conservation‘a
ubjects as they are submitted. ig
lease address communications§§
o P. 0. Box 1540, Santa Fe, New i}
exico.)
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R. A W,
have been told that
scaled quail is planted among bob-
white quail that the bob-whites are
soon killed off or made to leave. Is
this correct?

El Paso. Q—(1)

where

(2) A friend wants some of our
scaled quail for shipment to East
Texas. Where can he get them?

A—The planting of scaled quail
among beb-whites is not inimical to
the latter. Except for a type of
bob-white found in Old Mexico, the
two species are primarily adapted
to entirely different kinds of en-
vironment, but where conditions are
tolerable to both they thrive quite
well on the same range. This is
true in places in extreme IEastern
New Mexico and West Texas. Prob-
ably the basis for the supposition
that the scaled quail has interfered
with bob-white in some specific lo-
cality could be traced to changing
environmental conditions, where
the increase in scaled and the de-
crease in bob-white quail have been
due to natural ecauses connected
with such change.

(2)The Ligon Game Farm, Carls-
bad, New Mexico, is.raising scaled
quail eommercially for propagating
purposes. The State Game Depart-
ment has authority to permit trap=-
ping and transportation for propas
gating purposes, but seldom does so
unless something of value can be
had in exchange.

W. G, Roswell. Q.—Who was the
first Game Warden in New Mexico,
and when was he appointed?

A.-—Page Otero. He was appoint~
ed in 1903,

T. A. L., Roswell. Q.—To settle
an argument, are “black tail” and
“mule deer” the same species?

A.—No. The black tail deeér is
confined to a narrow strip of range
along the West Coast and is an en-
tirely different species from our
common mule deer. Because of the
black tip on the tail, our mule deer
are frequently referred to as “black
tail,” but it is a nisnomer.

G. B, Las Cruces. Q.—Some
people say the bass in Elephant
Butte Lake are large mouth and
some that they are small mouth,
Which is right. o

A.—Both species are present,
though the large mouth predomi-
nates. The light colored fish with
the distinct dark stripe along the
side is large mouth, while the plain
olive green specimen (sometimes

|48 had a5 UsSUdl, U DAacK mrrmre=to
get in a day’s work. Instantly I

fall asleep.

At dark the following day I drag
myself homeward, leg weary, arm
sore, and wet to the neck. I have
left most of my leaders and snelled
hooks firmly attached te submerged
logs, and I have a half dozen small
fish, too young to know any better.
And I put my tackle away and
swear that I will never, never do
it again!

This thing that we call sports-
manship can be pretty well fiitted
into the “square deal” nut shell,
the implication being that the
sportsman will take no unfair ad-
vantage of his quarry. But the
term “unfair advantage” means
vastly different things to different
sportsmen, by virtue of which fact
the pot of argument is kept always
boiling. To one man it means the
use of the frailest of frail fishing
tackle, to another the use of the
barbless hook, and to yet another
the , shooting of the smallest pos-
sible bore of shotgun. But the small
bore enthusiast is not necessarily
an advocate of featherweight fish-
ing tackle, nor the barbless hook
fanatic a purist in the matter of
lures.

Just between you and I and the
gate post, sportsmanship, in the
sense in which we are discussing
it here generally follows pretty
closely upon the heels of profici-
ency. I know a very few men who
are regretably poor shots who will
never the less mnot shoot birds on
the ground under any circumstan-
ces, and others to whom the fine
art of the angle is a sealed book
who none the less cling doggedly to
the best traditions in the matter of
tackle and methods, be their catch
ever so slim. Most of us, though,
use whatever equipment and means
that experience has taught us we
need to get a fair bag; it is only
as we grow better in the art that
we discover the iniquity in auto-
matic guns and fool-proof fishing
tackle. Show me a man who re-

(Make checl
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Elephant Butte Lake with a friend,
the friend having an alleged motor
boat on the lake which he has a
horror of drowting in alone.

We started out bright and early
in the morning with two volumin-
ous fish stringers and plenty of
confidence that we would show all
and sundry a thing or two about
the taking of bass. At noon the
stringers still dangled inside the
|boat, and our confidence had dwin-
|dled to the point where we were
not even sure of getting our plugs
back when we cast. I tried every-
thing in my tackle box that I had
ever caught a fish on—and some
that I never did. I discovered that
I had a lot of That latter kind.

Finally I dug out an artificial
|mouse—or 5o it was claimed to be
!when I bought it—a wooden mouse
| with a leather string for a tail, and
(owlish looking eyes. “I've never
caught a fish on this thing,” I said
to my companion. ¥

“And if you ever do, T'll eat it,
hooks and all,” he growled. ‘“Why
don’t you try a clothes pin?” (I
had rashly expounded that clothes
pin theory to him the preceding
| evening.)

Never the less, I put the mouse
on, and chucked it into the nearest
patch of weeds. Wham! I had a
toy submarine on it before I could
tighten the line! It was a six pound-
er, which is a darned nice fish, if I
do say it as maybe shouldn’t, and
he had thought so well of my
mouse that he had tried to swallow
it. I liked never to have gotten the
thing out of his gullet.

Well, I mighty near wore the tail
off that ‘mouse during the mnext
couple of hours, and never got an-
i other strike on it. I probably never
will.

|
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8. 0. L, Albuquerque. Q.—Why
is the meat of one trout red while
that of another is white when they
are the same kind of trout? I
caught two rainbows on the Jemez
last Sunday and one of them was
red as salmon meat while the other
was snow white,

A.—Color in trout flesh is largely
a matter of oil in the tissues. The
fatter the fish, the higher the color.
Doubtless your white meated trout
came from a coid, swift section of
the stream where eXxercise and
slimness of diet kept it poor, while
the other came from warmer and
slower water,

A. E. N., Albuquerque. Q.—What
flies are best for fishing eon the
Pecos River?

A —Wait until I put on my plate
armor! All fishermen disagree vio-
lently on that question. My wusual
choice is the two coachman, royal
and plain, and the various gray
hackles. But if they fail to work,
try everything else before you give
up. Trout are tempermental and
sometimes take a “freak” fly {o the

| exclusion of everything else.

FIRST DEER AUTO !
FATALITY REPORTED

IN REGION

That part of the forest around
Datil is not generally supposed to
have an abundance of deer, says
the Datil Bulletin, yet a few nights
ago when Ranger and Mrs. Garst
were returning home in their car
after dark, they unavopidably ran
down a deer on the highway. Mrs,

Garst who was driving, after round-
ing a curve suddenly noticed a deer

i

NEW MEXICO GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

1 desire to support the activities of the BOARD OF RESEARCH AND EDUCA-
TION of the New Mexico Game Protective Association, and hereby apply for elec-

tion to Honorary Membership in the Board. 1 enclose my check for §........coiene :
to cover the class of membership checked below.

Business picked up a little along | in the beam of light and directly
toward evening and 1 got three | in front of the car; she swerved
moré fish, but no two of them on | abruptly only to hit another deer
| the same lure. One of them I took | that she had not noticed. Both
{ on a plug which I found snagged | deer however bounded on off the
Iin a submerged tree top where |road. Not until next day did they

some other angler had fouled it |know that the animal had been
killed.

(Continued on page 3)
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said our friend, the puncher. “I've
seen cows hurt worse than that get 1 ST o o PR Name ...
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THE MANAGEMENT OF DEER
ON NEW MEXICO GAME RANGES

By D. A. Shoemaker,
Inspector of Grazing, Southwestern
Region,

Until recently most everyone con-
cerned with wild life has thought
of the game problem as one of pro-
tection instead of in the more com-
prehensive terms of “management.”
Nearly everything that has been
done in the past toward conserva-
tion of game was designed to in-
crease their numbers. The methods
invoked to accomplish such meas-
ures were stricter laws, better en-
forcement, establishment of game
refuges and the control of preda-
tory animals. Little or no thought
was given to what the increased
animals would live on or what the
inevitable result of increased num-
bers would be unless careful con-
sideration was given also to the
food supply, shelter conditions and
methods to be employed to remove
the surplus,

Deer are dependent upon a suit-
able cover of native vegetation for
their food and shelter. A great
many year's experience in manag-
ing ranges grazed by domestic live-
stock has shown that the mainte-
nance of a satisfactory stand of na-
tive vegetation can be had only
through such methods of manage-
ment as will meet the growth, de-
velopment and reproductive re-
quirements of the forage plants.
The proper maintenance of natural
deer ranges involves the same basic
principle.

Although much has been learned,
through years of observation of the
feeding and other habits of deer,
upon which some features of man-
agement may be based with safety,
it is recognized that there is still
a need for a lot more information,
much of which can be obtained
only by more systematic and com-~
prehensive studies involving de-
tailed research projects. Govern-
ment agencies, both Federal and
State, universities, sportsmen and
other conservationists appreciate
more than ever the need of a con-
structive wild life management pro-
gram and also the lack of reliable
information on many of the funda-
mental questions needed to formu-
late such a program. It is encourag- |
ing to note that the various inter-
ested agencies and organizations
are making more concerted effort
than ever before to obtain this in-
formation.

In the Southwest, we are con-
cerned with two species of deer, the
whitetail and the mule deer. Careful
consideration of each species is es-
sential because they are quite dif-
ferent in their habits. However,
both of these species are essentially
browse-eating animals and subsist
chiefly on the leaves, twigs: and
fruit of such plants as juniper, oaks,
Grarrya, mountain mahognay and

- cliff rose. Grasses and weeds are
pedet=nts PERTERA quantities ot cor
Trees and
arowse plants produce new shoots
and leaves each year, a certain
amount of which may be eaten by

\

game without damage to the
growth and development of the
plant. But if an excess is taken an-

nually the plant loses its vigor and
in a few years dies. Over-popula-
tion of deer is reflected readily in
the over-browsed condition of the
plants upon which they feed. Trees
and shrubs are slow-growing plants
and unless there arée new plants
coming in to replace the injured or
decadent pnes, the volumne of for-
age will decrease at a very rapid
rate and leave the animals that are
dependent upon such a range with-
out sufficient feed. Poor condition
of the animals with starvation of
at least a part of the herd wm be
the inevitable resuit,

The larger plants or trees like
juniper, which furnish one of the
most important sources of deer feed
are browsed only as high as an
adult deer can reach, usually about
51 feet. An occasional tree trim-
med up by game is not an indica-
tion of excess numbers, but if the
condition is widespread it is. These
trees are not seriously injured since
such browsing serves only to kill
the lower branches. However, those
lower branches cannot be replaced
and the range will thereafter carry
proportionately fewer animals and
with the range already overstocked,
as it must be when this condition
occurs, the surplus animals must
perish through starvation unless
corrective measures are applied in
time to reduce the herd in con-
formity with the amount of aval-
able feed.

By far the most serious result
from the depletion of the range
through” excessive use of trees and
shrubs by deer and other browse-
eating game animals is the immedi-
ate effect upon the herd itself and
the loss by starvation of the young-
er and weaker animals. The saving
of the deer from themselves is by
no means the whole problem. Also,
the welfare of many birds is jeop-
ardized. Game birds, such as tur-
key, quail, and grouse, as well as
many song birds, depend for their
winter feed almost entirely upon
pinon nuts, juniper berries, oak
mast and other seeds produced by
the shrubs and weeds that are
browsed by the deer. If these plants
are excessively cropped they will
not produce a good crop of nuts or
seeds. There will be excessive com-
petition also for the oak mast and
juniper berries which fall on the
ground from trees too tall to be
browsed by the deer.

The destruction or partial de-
struction of the vegelation has a
very adverse effect upon the water-
shed cover. This is a very impor-
tant consideration since most all of
the deer ranges in the Southwest
are on important watersheds, It
is generally recognized that the
conservation of water is one of the
most important economic problems
in the whole Southwestern Region.

Also, an over-population of deer
may seriously interfere with the re-
generation of the forest through
the destruction of the small seed-
lings,. Damage to ypung trees in
serious proportions probably would

happen only in the most severe
cases of over-population. However,
it is an important item to be con-
sidered in the management of deer
ranges. ]

Often the deer ranges are grazed
also by sheep or cattle, but some
jof them, especially: those - of the
whitetail species, are so remote and
of such rough character that they
are not used by domestic animals.
However, the great wvariety of
shrubbery and herbaceous vegeta-
tion that oecurs on nearly all of
the ranges, together with the fact
that someé of the plants most rel-
ished by deer are eaten slightly or
not at all by cattle or sheep and
vice versa means that there is room
for both game' and domestic ani-
mals in proper numbers and pro-
portions. On the other hand, some
of the important forage plants are
eaten by both ghme and domestic
stock. Therefore, the foundation of
equitable game management plans
will have to deal with the actual
or prospective conflict of game with
established livestock outfits and in-
vestments.

Another important consideration
is the fact that the heavy popula-
tion of deer often results in their
doing great damage to cultivated
crops, in hay fields, gardens and
orchards. In some places, it may
be essential to fence such areas
against game animals in order to
protect the crops or else to com-
pensate the owners for the loss of
their hay, fruit and vegetables.
Often the latter method would not
be satisfactory because those crops

istence of people having small
farms and ranches within the game
ranges.

Originally, the number of game
animals were kept in check by their
natural enemies, the predatory ani-
mals. Through the influence of man
these predators have been greatly
reduced. Then man restricted the
periods of hunting by game laws
and established refuges in which
no hunting is allowed. These pro-
tective measures have had the ef-
fect of greatly increasing the di-
minished herds and in some areas
have multiplied numbers beyond
the capacity of the range to furnish
feed. Since man has effectively in-
fluenced the ‘restoration of certain
game gpecies, he must likewise
maintain the proper balance not
only between species but also be-
tween wild life and the plant life
necessary for the subsistence of
animals and birds,

Some of the obvious remedies,
where an over-population of deer
occurs, are: Opening refuges to
hunting; trapping and transporting
the surplus animals to ranges
where there is a deaiciency; increas-
ing the bag limit and lenthening
the: hunting season; and if these
remedies fail to remove suffcient
anmimals, allowing the Killing of
does. When a herd has reached the
capacity of the range the natural
increase should be removed annual-
ly so that the remaining animals
can obtain ample feed and continue
to thrive.

Where deer are not sufficiently
abundant to properly utilize the
feed available for them and where
the demand for game from hunters
and other recreationists is not be-
ing met adequately, it would be de-
sirable to inecrease the numbers of
game. This may be accomplished
by further restrictive measures
which would place choice breeding
grounds in refuges so the surround-
ing areas would be supplied from
the refuge, by more effective con-
trol of predatory animals, by a
stricter enforcement of protective
game laws and regulations which
may include a smaller bag limit and
shortened or temporarily closed
hunting seasons. Also, the intro-
duction of animals of the same spe-
cies from other areas may be advis-
able in order to establish a satis-
factory breeding herd. Such usual-
ly would not be necessary or advis-
able if the foundation of a herd is
| present on the area unless the na-
ttural increase would be too - slow.
Possibly also the introduction of
new blood from time to time would
be good for the health, development
and general welfare of the animals.

Refuges play an important part
in deer range management. As
above indicated, they protect breed-
ing areas from which surrounding
hunting country may be supplied
with game. They are advisable on
recreation areas in order to protect
people and also to have the animals
sufficiently tame that they may be
seen by visitors to the Forests. Ref-
uges should average not more, and
probably less, than 15,000 acres in
size under INew Mexico conditions.
Experience has shown that the ref-
uge system must be flexible and
that a refuge should not be con-
sidered as permanent. This is be-
cause of the fact that deer, especial-
1y mule deer, often do not migrate
sufficiently from refuges onto sur-
rounding country. Cases have been
known where they have become so
numerous in a refuge as to serious-
ly overgraze it when large areas of
abundant forage were available to
them within easy reach. Refuges
are needed more for mule deer than
they are for the whitetail species.
As just indicated, the mule deer are
very gregarious which, together
with the fact that they are the larg-
er animal, that they inhabit the
more open and accessible country
of easier topography, causes them
to be taken much more readily by
hunters. On the other hand, the
whitetail are small and wary and
inhabit the rough, brushy country
on ranges which usually can be
reached only by saddle and pack,
all of these conditions making them
much more difficult for hunters to
kill, Experience seems to indicate
that with an open season of a
month or less, laws permitting each
hunter to kill one buck only, and
with some control of lions and oth-
er predators, the whitetail will take
care of themselves. The creation
of refuges on whitetail deer range
usyally results in overpopulation
iwith all ity calamitous results.

are absolutely essential to the ex-

The deer in New Mexico repre-
sent an important economie¢ re-
source and should be managed as
such. The sooner definite, construc-
tive and equitable wild-life manage-
ment plans are formulated and put

into effect, the better it will be for |

the deer and other interests. It is
only through such coordinated
plans that the welfare of wild life
can be permanently benefited and
safeguarded.

SOLILOQUIES

(Continued from page 2)
and thought so little of it he broke
it off the line and left it there.

I am not saying that a bass might
not be taken on a clothes pin, in
fact a clothes pin is about as plaus-
ible a lure as that mouse of mine.
But it would be only because that
particular bass happened to fancy
clothes pins at the moment. They
are a finicky tribe. Er-pardon the
pun.

I have written reams about fly
fishing at one time and another,
and for years I have set forth cer-
tain pet theories which time and
experience have generally only
served to strengthen. One of them
is that the fly need not resemble
anything in creation which a trout
is wont to eat, and another that on
our New Mexico streams if you
have plenty of coachmen and hack-
les in your book you have about
all the flies you need. The latter,
if true, proves the former, No one
ever saw an insect that resembles
a royal coachman, nor the larva of
one that looks like a gray hackle.

I still contend that I am right,
but like most good rules, these have
exceptions. Because of them we all,
even unto myself, stock our fly
books with an assortment of lures
variegated in color like unto
Joseph's coat—and ninety nine per
cent of which peacefully repose
there until time and the moths have
had their way with them, But gnce
in a blue moon crops up one of
these exceptions. And what great-
er joy do the Gods bestow than the
discovery that you have an ancient
and shop-worn fly that kills ’em at
the moment?

A while back I started fishing the
Pecos River at sunup. Fortified
with a good camp breakfast and
the knowledge that my coachman
and hackle dangled perfectly from
a perfect leader, I promised myself
a creel full of trout before old Sol
forced the fish to the bottom.

For two mortal hours I fought
that river with all the skill at my
command—which may not be too
much but is usually adequate—and
failed to take a fish. The trout
there are Rainbows and Loch
Levens, and I should have had the
browns on my hackle and the rain-
bows on my coachman. But I had
neither of them anywhere. In des-
peration I swapped pogsitions with
my pet flies, then began changing
them for other patterns. It was no
good. Oeccasionally a fish would
swim leisurely up and inspect
my wares, then while I held my
breath, thumb his nose at them dis-
dainfully and retreat to his lair.
Saint Peter was a fisherman, so I
hope he failed to record my lan-
guage in the Big Book.

Finally T reached the lower -end
of an ideal pool and began fishing
it. I put my flies upon every square
foot of it, to no avail. I was about
to reel up and leave in disgust when
a miller moth flew out over the
head of the pool, dropped upon the
current, and floated toward me.
Suddenly there was a swirl beneath
him, a mouth opened, and the moth
disappeared. Feverishly I cast my
flies over that very spot. Nothing
happened, Then I waded ashore
and again inspected my fly book.

There was one fly in it which I
had not yet tried, It was a willow
fly, one of a quantity which I had
had tied to order some years ago.
The tier had copied a living sample
which I had sent him, and though
it was the exact image of a willow
fly, no fish had ever yet been con-
vinced that it was truly was. It
had always been a perfect dud.

Never the less I put it on and
wading out again dropped it near
the head of the pool. It floated
down without incident and I was
about to pick it up when, swish!
a fish took it, almost under my
feet! Whatever gods look after er-
ring fishermen had their rms
around my shoulders, for the strike
was S0 unexpected that I struck
ages late. Never the less I creeled
the fish.

I took four fish from that pool
on my willow fly; all Loch Levens.
From there on the going was easy
except for my mental anguish gen-
erated by the knowledge that I had
just one willow fly. Talk ahout con-
servation! Nobody ever conserved
anything like I did that fly. I
climbed trees for it, I dived for it,
and ever time a fish took to fast
water with it my heart stopped in
its tracks.

And I experimented with it, I
changed it from point to dropper
and back again; no matter, it
caught fish. But its companion fly
almost never did. I caught a couple
of small rainbows on a royal
coachman was all,

How do I account for it? I don’t!
It was just “one of them times.”
But I'll bet a hundred to one that
it never happens just that way
again,

MOUNTAIN LIONS KILL
MORE STOCK THAN GAME

We are prone to think of . the
mountain lion as dining almost ex-
clusively on deer, but a special re-
port ¢f Biological Survey hunters
in Arizona shows that the ratio is
about 70% livestock as against 30%
game animals,

The report lists kills found by the
hunters during the peried from
September 1, 1930 and May 31, 1931,
and shows the following results:
Calves 154, cows 1, golts 34, sheep
413, and burros 7, a total of 657
animals, The game animals found
were: deer 274, antelepe 2, elk'9,

and mountain sheep 2, totaling 237‘1
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Mark L. Terry, President of the
Border G. P. A, Luna County,
writes us the following welcome let-
ter regarding conservation activi-
fies in his neck of the woods:

“T wish to congratulate you and
the Board upon the showing you
have made in the brief time since

today. From what I can Ilearn,
this is a reasonably high percent-
age of survival, at that.

Mrs. Jacobs is an experienced
poultry raiser, and is taking care
of the birds for us on the halves,
she furnishing everything but the
breeding stock and the pen. We
built 2 pen 25 by 50 feet and six

the game fish which it produces up-
on the most meager data. And the
improvement of the environmental
conditions in waters is still a prac-
tically untouched field though it of-
fers really amagzihg possibilities in
many instances.

NATURE'S BALANCE
It is a fundamental principle of

BEACHAM.
MIGNARDOT

The Ideal Place

To Buy Sporting Goods of the Best
A. J. Reach, Wright & Ditson

the Board was created, and to as- feet high for the purpose. We have |biol that all imal life d d

sure you that you have my whole{ """ ; 2 HiBha AOLOEY OBE | AnIual Uke G EHeHcs ‘X’ GOLF BALLS PAR 3

hearted support. There are a great afgr;edbt‘odﬂnd a sale for her share | for existence, directly or indirectly, HD Ea Reach Eagle WoodAgflgtiia TENI;IS _R%CKETS
of the birds, and hope to have them jupon the presence of vegetation. Reach Paramount Clubs Eagle g;‘;mpuignship

many people here who feel about
the matter as I do, and I feel sure
that you may look forward to sev-
eral memberships from this section.

liberated here in the Mimbres Val-

ley.

Our hens are still laying, and a
Mr. Yee Ling, at Hachita, has giv-

This is no less true of water ani-
mals than of those which dwell on
land; if there is no vegetation there
are no fish.

CO.

Tennis Balls
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cles is to present, witheas few
technieal frills and furbelows as
possible, and for the benefit of
the ordinary fisherman, the fac-
tors which govern fish produc-

jeet under study was removed, and
it may omit elements which are ob-
scure to the investigator but ele-
mental in nature's scheme,

To the layman, of course, even

other for existence, and in turn
contributes to the existence of
some other,

And all of them are locked up in
the great general plan which we
speak of as the balance of nature,
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archaeologists unearthed the arti-
facts of ancient man without find-
ing the implements, however crude
in comparigon with our modern
tackle, with which he whiled away
the summer hours along the banks
of his favorite stream or lake. Of
such ancient origin, and so deeply
rooted is the passion for angling
that to this day it flows strongly in
our veins, and while we may now
wonder a little superciliously re-
garding the tastes which prompted
some of the pursuits and pastimes
of the ancients, we readily find our-
gelves in sympathetic understand-
ing with the Cave Dweller of pre-
historic France, slipping away from
his querulous spouse with bone fish
hook and hair line carefully con-
cealed, or with the Cliff Man of our
own Frijoles Canyon “wetting a
line” in the gurgling Rito flowing
before his doorway.

There is another point of com-
parison between ourselves and our
ancient forbears, and it is this: be-
yond a doubt he too was often sore-
ly puzzled regarding the distance
between bites in certain waters, or
at certain times. Unlike ourselves,
unfortunately, he had mno Game
Department at whose door to in-
dignantly lay his lack of success,
g0 his gods doubtless bore the brunt
of the blame. Being a fisherman,
we know without being told that he
never by any chance admitted any
inadequacy in himself,

Considering the vast store of very
minute informatioh regarding land
animals which man has collected
and recorded; information the es-
sentials of which are familiar to
almost everybody, it is a little sur-
prising that even the most ardent
fisherman generally has but a very
scanty knowledge of the biological
facts which govern as rigidly as

ever did the laws of the Medes and |more fish for the creel would be [fied by the new ten-year program
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neath the waters, and which has

can observe hig subject as long as
he cares to, as well as the physical
characteristics of its environmental
surroundings, study its habits and
draw conclusions regarding its re-
quirements, and be able in the end
to say instantly of any given loca-
tion “this is good quail country,” or
the reverse,

But the study of fish is not so
simple. We are not equipped to
live in their native element, and
hence are not able to study them
in their habitual environment. To
most of us the depths are a sealed
book, and hence mysterious. Most
of the fabulous creatures of myth-
ology were ~water dwellers, and
there are plenty of people today
who are willing to believe in sea-
serpents, mermaids, and their ilk.
We know that no such beings exist
upon land for if they did we could
see them. We cannot see the bot-
tom of a body of water, hence any-
thing—or nothing—may exist there.

To the average fisherman a fish
does mot begin to have its being

funtil he has seen it at the end of

his line. When it came, how it
began its life, by what means it
lived, he knows not, and, it must
be admitted in the interest of truth,
often cares less. Sufficient unto
his needs is the fact that he has
the fish in his creel. If he fails
to get a fish from a pool he pre-
sumes, without any basis in logic
for the assumption however, that
the pool is fished out, that he is un-
lucky, or that the moon is in the
wrong phase. Ordinarily his rem-
edy for the condition would be to
dump more young fish in the water
and thus improve the fishing. It is
seldom indeed that he suspects
that there may be something wrong
with the biological processes of his
pool; that dumping more Yyoung
fish into it with a view to producing

sible amount of catchable fish. To

classes of beings are vegetation,
the herbivores, and the carnivores,
and each of them are constantly en-
gaged in consuming the bodies of
the others in some form. If we
start at a point on the circle rep-
resBnted by the plants, we find that
they are eaten by the herbivorous
animals, that these latter fall prey
to the carnivores, and that the
carnivores eventually die and their
bodies dissolve into the elements
which furnish food for the plants.
Nothing ever escapes in nature; it
may be changed temporarily into
some other form but the basic ele-
ments remain constant in quantity
and quality.

Now how does nature prevent
this three-story house of cards from
tumbling down? Suppose that the
carnivores, for example, should de-
vour all of the vegetarians and thus
break -the chain of dependencies?

Dame nature hag taken care of
that. It is not practically possible
for the carnivores to absolutely ex-
terminate the other tribe, and long
before that point is even ap-
proached the law which provides
that each pound of living flesh must
have constantly a given amount of
food to live will have started to
operate to reduce the numbers of
the meat eaters.

(To be continued in August issue.)

Plan Long-time
Program to Re-
store Wild Life

That every state should build on
a constructive program and over a
sufficiently long period of time for
the restoration of game is exempli-
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