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Library Board, 1901-2. 

E. A. Brrce, President. 

H. M. Lewis, Vice-President. 

F. W. Hatt, Secretary. 

F. K. Conover. R. B. DupcEon. F. A. Hurcuins. 

J. H. Corscor. F. H. Epsaty. E. O. Kney. 

W. A. P. Morris. 

STANDING COMMITTEES, 1901-2. 

BOOKS. 

FW. Hani. F. K. Conover. 

R. B. DupcEon. E. A. Birce. 

ROOMS. 

W. A. P. Morris. F.H. Epnsatr. F. A. Hutcuims. 

FINANCE. 

H. M. Lewis. J. H. Corscor. E. O. Knry. 

Bertua M. Brown, Librarian. 

Geroreia R. Hoven, Librarian Circulating Dep’t. 
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Mapison, Wis., August 21, 1902. 

To His Honor, Mayor F. W. Groves, City: 

Dear Sir: 
I submit herewith the report of the Madison 

Free Library for the year ending July'1, 1902. The report of 

the Librarian, Miss Bertha M. Brown, contains the record of 

the work of the Library during the past year. The year has 

been one marked by rapid improvement and by a great de- 

velopment, both of the work and efficiency of the Library. 

To this increased efficiency the large and more generous ap- 

propriation made by the city council to the Library support 

has been an important element. While this increase discloses 

a greater interest in the Library itself on the part of the city, 

it has also enabled the directors to put the Library in a con- 

dition to meet greatly increased demands laid upon it. The 

Library now holds a much more important place in the 

thought of the citizens, and will soon, under the generous and 

liberal policy of the council, become an object of pride as 

well as an important factor in city progress. 

: A word of acknowledgment and appreciation is due to 

Miss Bertha M. Brown, the librarian for the past year. Her 

energy, tact, patience and perseverance has resulted in a new 

organization of library work and rendered effective this larger 
expenditure of money which the increased appropriation has 

made possible. Mention should also be made of the valuable 
assistance rendered by Miss Georgia Hough, Librarian of 

the Circulating Department. Her long connection with the 

Library and her extensive acquaintance with the public has 

enabled her to be of special and helpful service. 

During the past year, also, came the notice of the gift of 

Mr. Carnegie, on which I need not enlarge at this time. The 
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erection of the new library building, to which we may look 
forward in the immediate future, will bring with it an added 

efficiency and an increase of the usefulness of the institution 

to the citizens of Madison. 
Very respectfully yours, 

E. A. Brrce, 

President.



To the Board of Directors of the Madison Free Library: 

Herewith is submitted the annual report of the Librarian 

for the year ending June 30, 1902. 

The past year has been a very satisfactory one in many 

respects. The library rooms have been remodeled, a chil- 

drens’ department established, and the staff increased. All 
of which has made it possible to put in operation many plans : 

which have long been contemplated. 

It has always been the policy of our library to keep in 

close touch with the life of the town, and our future success 

will be in reaching out in all departments to meet the needs 

of all classes of citizens. As a means to this end, the Library 

has given special attention to the books on Electricity. A 
number of new books were bought from a list compiled by 

Mr. Burgess of the University, and Mr. Burgess was asked 
by the Board to give a talk on the relative values of electrical 

books. Invitations were sent out to the electrical plants, and 

the responses showed the interest of the men. A special al- 

cove with study tables has been given to these books, and it 
has been much used. This work is to be continued during 
the coming year by a course in Electricity to be given by 
members of the University faculty. 

With the prospect of a new Library building and added 
facilities for serving the public, the Library has a bright 

future. 
Following this will be found a fuller report of the vari- 

ous departments, and at the end of the report will be found 

tables of statistics showing circulation of books and growth 
of the Library. 
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Tmprovements. 

During the past year much needed alterations have been 

made in the Library rooms. 

In the book rooms the high stacks were cut down and 

the one long alcove built over into four shallow alcoves, which 

are lighter and much easier of access. The railings were 

taken down and the loan desk moved, giving the public freer 

access to the fiction shelves. 

In the reading room the old tables with sloping tops 

were fitted with flat tops, and magazine and newspaper racks 

‘have been added. 
A periodical and study room has been arranged also at 

the end of the reading room. 

With these changes and a fresh coat of kalsomine and 

paint, the rooms present such an attractive and convenient 

appearance that the new building can be waited for with 
-much patience. 

Reading Room. 

3 It is safe to say that in no other city of this size is there 

as large an attendance in the reading room of the public 

. ‘Library. Situated—as it is—in the heart of the city, the 

reading room is a convenient place for all. It is open daily 

from 9 A. M. tog P. M., and on Sunday from 2 to 6 P. M. 

‘The number of magazines and newspapers regularly on file 

is 94, besides which a number are given and appear irregu- 

larly. 

Rent Collection. 

With the increasing number of books published, it is im- 
possible to supply the immediate demand for new books. 

To meet this emergency, many public libraries have 

started what is known as a “rent collection” of books. 

Extra copies of the popular books on the library shelve s 

are bought and rented for a small fee. As soon as the books 

9



have been rented long enough to pay for themselves, they 

are put into the regular library. 
In March the Library Board decided to try such a plan 

in this library. 

: The collection has been added to gradually until we have, 

: July rst, 132 books at a cost of $126.10. 

A fee of five cents a week was decided on, and $75 has 

so far been collected. 

The plan has met with great success. Many of the 

patrons of the Library have been glad to be able to rent 

copies of the popular books. And those not renting books 

are also benefited; they have so much better chance of get- 

ting the copies on the regular shelves. 

Childrens’ Department. 

The most important work undertaken this year by the 
Library was the establishing of a separate department for 
children. The room facing on Wisconsin avenue, heretofore 

used as a storeroom and catalog room was taken for this 

purpose. With a new floor, put in by the city at their ex- 

pense, freshly tinted walls and low book-cases, this old room 

has been turned into one of the most attractive of Childrens’’ 
Rooms. 

The work with the children could not have started with 
the same spirit and enthusiasm if it had not, from the first, 

met with the greatest help and interest of the common coun- ; 

cil, the Woman’s Club and the citizens. Money, books, 

pictures and furniture were generously contributed, showing 

the interest of the public in the childrens’ work. The value 

of the work is shown in the few months that the room has. 

been open, and the interest and value of the room will increase 

as each year goes by. 
In the Childrens’ Room our boys and girls become fa- 

miliar with books, learn to use them as tools, and to depend 
10



upon them to make clear some of the problems that come to 

them in work and play. Besides the familiarity with books, 

the room does more; it trains the child to be a good citizen; 

there he is taught to be careful of public property, and to re- 

spect the rights of others. 

Cleanliness and order is the rule. The child is treated 
with the same respect and courtesy which is expected from 

him in return. A number of exhibits have added to the in- 

terest of the children, and the use of the magic lantern in 

showing bird pictures has been greatly enjoyed. 

Work With the Schools. 

The support and co-operation of the schools is one of 

the most important parts of work with the children. The 

teacher can aid the Librarian in interesting the children and 

in presenting their needs, and the Librarian can do much to 

supplement the work of the teacher. Books can be sent to 

the school-room bearing on the subject of greatest importance; 

the separate rooms can be invited to visit the Library to ex- 

amine special books, and exhibits can be made to interest 

teacher and child alike. 

Our Library Board recognized the need of this close 

sympathy which should exist between the school and the 

Library, and in October, 1901, school circulating libraries 

- were sent out to all the graded schools in the city, and to one 

of the parochial schools. These libraries contain from 20 

to 40 books each, and are made up ofa collection of books 
bought for the purpose and duplicates of books on the regu- 

lar shelves in the Childrens’ Room. The libraries have been : 

changed every two or three months, according to the grade, 

the books in the higher grades being changed oftener than 

those in the lower grades. Each room has been visited sev- 
eral times, and talks given to the children about the books 

and their care. 
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For the circulation, care of the books and sympathetic 
interest much credit is due to the Superintendent of Schools 

and the teachers of the city, without whose aid the work 

could not have been carried on with such successful results. 

Recognition is also due Miss Edna Lyman, under whose 

efficient direction the work was organized. : 

All the work with the children — in the Childrens’ Room 

and in the schools —is still in its infancy. Permanent branches 

with reading rooms will become a necessity, and much time 

and strength will be needed to bring the benefits of a free 

circulation of good books within the reach of every child in 

the community. 

Bertua M. Brown. 
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BOOK ACCOUNT. 

Additions. i 

Number of books in library at beginning of fiscal year......... 18 28r 

Number added by purchases 105... so. cssseecscccsscesscce) 1 887 

Total additions for fiscal year...........csceeeecceceesees 2 052 

Withdrawals. 

Nuniber of books condemned... (iss.c0c ivceceeceeessscseses 1 973 

BGoks* lost: by DOrrOWETS:. «cs eee ne -sneee'scnwsrasicsteessciacsc.e 6 

Of this number 2 were paid for. 

Total withdrawals for fiscal year.........eceecscsesescoee I 879 

Namber of volumes in the library..........ccecesscssiecessese0s 10-454 

BINDING. 

Number of books rebound..........2...sseeesescsscescsecees I 333 

CIRCULATION STATISTICS, 

FROM MAIN LIBRARY. 
CLASSES. 

Adults. Children. 
FPhilosophyccc.. cc cccceccecccsccessccecss 
URElipions shes ehecsecocastenedeen cs cure cae 327 
Sociology ...cescesscesercseee ceccsocecevces 611 5r 

Natural science... ..scccescescecsecesssceece 719 I 228 

Useful arts..cs ve seccccscce +s ceeevetseesccince 431 199 

Fine arts... ccccccscccccsccccsssoscesceccncss 853 299 

AitGRALURC saa cia crete enisewiele sie Sale ca\ecieaelesis ele sor 4-040) 937 

Mc aveleneacuirencrstewanieipaas sieavaw cn dasies cist kn OOS, 635 

Histor yacendcs ccc ave cece pearance sions Te SO: 836 

Biography... .sie ces es siceteccieacsessoesenee so 1 402 388 

Fiction sone scesenocsestes is vedecceassysesrle 41-000 17 O21 

German DOOKS@ 5 ne <es cn cence cvensascicsce es 
oath bake Se eee at 

LOtal seis eas oct a peinis aoe sis sie 'cas weucele tes ee 53-499 21 921 

Number of days library has been open for circulation,........- 306 

Average daily circulation.......0+....cccescecesceses seoree 240 

Largest daily circulation. ............. seesccesccccssceeesees 628 

Smallest daily citculation...........sssececccsseccssccvecers 85 

Smallest weekly circulation. . oc .5.02.sce sess escew qecwct 11054 

Increase in circulation of books for adults............+eeeee02 3 227 

In what class is the gain largest............ ..sseeee++++ Biography 

Number of volumes in the renting collection of duplicates..... 132 

13



Circulation from this collection ...........cesecesoeeeeevees I 500 

Cost of the collection’. ..<.s00..s.ss00css seseccescesiceses.« P1290 10 

Income from the collection 2.0.0... 0....ccsesestscecsccoeses $75 00 

WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

Number of visits to schools made by librarian.... .........66 105 

talks given in school rooms by librarian........... 35 

books circulated through the schools.............. 8 556 

FINANCE. 
Receipts. 

Urexpended' balance: cs icctceescscs sis cose vccess cess co) O72 50 

City appropriation’ (=. cece escsciccsescssiserrsevetereccee 5 200,00 

PURE, ccee scp esoce ewe cies cuweanecaeis ties eas cencceene ssi 173 47 

Wostand injured DOOKG.. coc. eer oss veces sess seis epiolee/aiele I 40 

Wées from non-residente oo sic<. wewrsiegiee se cses celery I 00 

otal receipts: . vcsesles saircse ss cess ccc se esosnsiioase $On793 43 

Expenditures. 

SALBMICB © ies eccisinie(o vielo'nie 9 eiais[alsicins olcle's s vigisinivivyisicie seis meas Pe LOay TE 
Repairs and improvements «0.602. 22 ssvegssccec e+ wees 377 3° 

Puriture and fixturesvec<c sccas ccsieennvisesivvins cies eoiek se 276 8a 

a ee 
BOOKS Os acjan tp cinsioesicck posuere cee es stcsc cesses cnec reser y tr 523) 00 

Periodivals)pnctcss iwc cesta clen ie: ecco tislnacs cismcie a's ee 196 25 

BINGIN G5 asaciew soa ei ieee ee ees clones oo es Se 568 63 

UASULANCE Ss ciacwiclsie coc cose teldo ence esse sr ses cosine euus 75 00 

MWiscellan€Ous. acess. pseiccsa sec resesise sey sisone teers e 127 88 

SUMMARY TABLE. 

Number of volumes in the library............cs.eeeceeeee 18 454 

Total circulation during the fiscal year...... 6. .eesseeeee 74 916 

Total receipte: for the fiscal year... 5.0.0) sinsinececeuste DOR793) 43 

expenditure for the fiscal year........ ....eeeeseee-. $7 224 99 

GIFTS TO CHILDRENS’ ROOM. 

Madison Woman’s Club.....+ ..sssscscsveccesecesses sees PIOO 00 

Madison Woman’s Club........cccccccseesevccvesceccesees 200 00 

Mr. cddalle Steenglands.. c.cc0es-diseseccreeracteseessese+s  10Q:00 

Mas: SoU. Pinney: cecieisicccestecsssccseeasicavescesesecee, 25,00 

Dir{Romanzo Bonn. . : cs vecices<oscie verse ccsesseetcisess) FO 00 

Mr: Ge B.BurrOwsy, cisecaccceeen ees css oct bvesis toes sintioce O00 
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e FURNITURE. 

DMI Wie Wise WACHEL co coc sais on wn cwineiss Jae oe clsiaisie's as cle’ ce ans ite BHO 

Mr. J. H. Findorff,..........2..0c008 seceeese..-Case for new books 

Mr. F. A, Averbeck .2\ 0.505%. s0icsees «00s .3 bas-relief (in plaster) 

Miss Mary McGovern’s Shakespeare class..................Picture 

Mre,, Romanz0 Bune a.m ce cee haan larcr tietielw sclainsit +sie.c's- oF ICUTE 

Mrs tM, Lewis qcnancrian sive sessars eos sosasses ec. bicture 

Mies Ay Ree AVE aero s nena sn cas isso ces eer sais we cc ese’ CUTE 

Mri Ei Aa Dames. vic velswie ss 60's sce sie sinwsintescievens ove'ss bh icture 

Master George Willoughby... <0 sce dessus ce ses e oe bicture 

j UNS g PAV ices APSA tarcee fl cictnla.c’aid cinicisicinicio.c iinirierslalsol steelers se bIGEULe: 

BOOKS. 

American Book Company... ......00s0..00seereves “ooaeeee5 DOOKS 

Attic Angel Association..........-.2000+ ccscsescescesees 85 DOOKS 

IMT tie WOO YNOWEN 015% eiss'sos ay ce anverserce cs ve cues 

Current numbers of Youths Companion and Frank Leslie 
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