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EDITORIAL.

Messrs Hawken and Vance advise that
after some delay a trial shipment of 153
cases were made per S. S. Sufolk, con-
signed to the Anglo-Continental Produce
Co., Ltd., London, for sale on account.

Although some shippers set their own
cases, we got mnew wire-bound strong
cases for the whole shipment, which, on
leaving here, looked as satisfactory as
possible.

From a commercial point of view, how-
ever, on such a low-priced article, the
costs attached are expensive, and it re-
mains to be seen if prices will justify
appearance.

Being a trial shipment, we have given
it a fair show, and await particulars and
sugegstions from the other side, of which
we will advise you in due course. The
different charges against the honey we
will let stand over until account sales
come back from London.

*® * W

Owing to excessive rain in the coastal
areas, the honey crop has been retarded
considerably, just at a time when fine
weather was needed. Henceforth, the
blood-wood bloom remains the main
source that may vet assist the harvest to
some extent. Taking all together, there
seems no occasion to fear a great overs
plus supply, and this will prove a bless-

ing to those fortunate to obtain a plenti-
ful crop; but as next year, others may
share in an abundant flow, matters ad-
just themselves to satisfaction. i

¥* Ok Ok K ok ok

In the designated state of thein exist-
ance to fulfi’ a certain purpose in cre-
ation, bees have borne their chavacter-
istics for thousands of years without any
perceptable variation ; but during the last
century enormous strides have been

«made in the keeping of bees for profit,

principally with a view of making them
more controlable and subservant to bhee-
keepers so as to attain the largest bene-
fit from them. But whilst every vear
larger harvests are aimed at with the
most modern devices, the bees’ main
support to this end, the honey-yielding
forest trees, are being destroyed en
masse. Is it, then, any wonder that bees
do not exceed -expectations, but rather
the reverse ? And what does the average
beekeeper do to aid and assist the bees?
What does he know of their inborn char-
arteristics ? Has he studied them as he
ought? In their wild natural state, hees
swarmed at will, and the swarms often
travelled many miles from  their old
homes to find and establish a new home
in a fresh field and pastures new, where-
by inbreeding was provided against;
the swarming impulse was not checked
as is now being tried. The building of
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of nmew combs, both drone and worker
comb, went on as occasions demanded;
but now it is deemed unprofitable and
checked. Swarms are caught as soon as
they cluster, and hived in the same vard.
Thus the first step towards inbreeding
is taken. Another factor to the same
purpose 1s the breeding or rearing of
many queens from one mother and
drones from another, whilst the rest is
thought unsuited and not allowed to ful-
fil the natural desire, thus quickening
the result of failure sooner or later.

When the habits of bees were not in-
terfered with by man, there were al<c no
bee experts to enlighten all and sundry
that they know ripe honey better than the
bees do, and many other such clever
tricks, winding up with something like
this: This being a new idea, will vou
tell us what vour experience is ? These
ideas and theories, therefore, have their
drawbacks. This does not apply to Aus-
tralia alone, but to other lands, =ad in-
tended for the progress of the industry.

It may be said that bigger harvests .

are secured than hithertofore. Pranted,
but it must also be borne in mind that
such yields occur only at distant inter-
wals.

In other branches stress is laid on the
selection of the male. This is very dif-
ferent with bees. Whilst we have cer-
tain control as to the rearing of the fe-
male, the queen, we have actually no say
in the choice of the male. It would be
idle to assert that by raising drones from
hest' stocks only would meet the case,
because we have absolutely no knowledge
as to what characters are embodied and
hidden in the embroy larva or the full-
grown insect, and even if we did, then
the death of that male after one connec-
tion, ends any further utility. And it
would be equally misleading to assume
that all drones from the one mother bear
the same character. Thus the means at
disposal are mainly to prevent degenera-

THE AUSTRALIAN BEE BULLETIN March 31st, 1911.

tion, be that caused by in-breeding or
any other means, and to supplant failing
queens by vigorous ones; but’ whether
that can be accomplished with untested
queens at 3 for 7/6, those having tried
it can only know.

* % ® k

Some beekeepers have been good
enough to send me samples of honey and
wax, and this is to remind others to fol-
low suit. In this way it may be possible
to inaugirate a scheme of co-operation.

EOE K K K %

Mr. Otto Dengg observed how long it
took a bee to gather a load of pollen.
After 6—8 seconds a single erica biossom
was depleted of its pollen. In 3 to 6
minutes the formation of the pellets can
be seen: after 18 to 20 minutes the load
is completed, and 4 to 5 minutes later
the red-marked bee is back again from

its 300 meter distant stand for remewed .

work.
¥ H X ¥
Swarming has been freely where black
or hybrid bees are kept, and has hardly
finished now. Very few stocks swarmed
in the spring, but they made it up later
on. The Italians, however, kept together
and stored honey instead.
* xR

The demand, for bee-goods has been
so great that the Sydney firms have clear-
ed all their stock, and the requirements
of queens were never better.

* Kok R kR

A.T.R., Belaringar, writes :—Has it
ever been known when a voung swarm
of bees coming out of the the hive, for
the young gqueen to leave with them, and
the old gueen to stay behind? My reason
for asking is that a few swarms had
this happen a few days ago. The
old queen in the hive was nearly a pure
Italian and the young gueen was a black
bee. The old queen came out with the
second swarm some 3 days after the first.

2,

i
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I have spoken to two or three bee-men
about it and they say it could not be so,
until I convinced them that such was
the fact. They have never heard of it
happening before, they say. Trusting
vou will give me a reply.

[Yes; I have experienced such occur-
ances occasionally, and it may be due to
the weather preventing the first swarm
to issue until the young queens are full-
grown, and in the tumult of swarming
hatch out, one or more joining the swarm,
whilst the old queen, shy of leaving the
hive-stays at home, to be forced out
next time; or the queen is old and feeble,
when young queens are raised to replace
her, in which case the old queen is tol-
erated as harmless. When I learned bee-
keeping, after over a week’s cold and
rain, I caught on the mext fine day 81
swarms in swarm-bags, and on that day
one hive issued three swarms in an inter-
val of about two hours between each,
but the first swarm having the old queen.
I have often seen the queen on the en-
trance-board at swarming, and saw her
slip inside the hive again, the swarm re-
turning afterwards and ultimately issu-
ing with voung queens.—ED.]

BEEKEEPING IN SOUTH AFRICA.

By Thos. .. Cook
Beekeeping, here, there, and everywhere
should, with slight modifications, be
based on standard lines. There is no
need to enlarge upon the statement which
has long been recognised as an insur-
mountable fact; and that fact,is, the
keeping of the industrious little insects
in modern hives, and devoting scientific
study to their peculiarities, with a view
to securing a reasonable remuneration
from their labor. Therefore it is with
much regret that I pen a description of
the orthodox methods generaily observed
in South Africa in the keeping of bees.
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Tt is certainly not beekeeping, notwith=
standing the good work of the very few
up-to-date apiarists residing in varioms
parts of the sub-continent. I have read
a good deal concerning the use of box
hives in other countries; but, generally
speaking, I do not think other countries
are especially conspicuous in this respect.

Not on a Commercial Basis.

From north to south and east to west,
the idea of beekeeping is regarded with
more or less contempt—a hobby for a
schoolboy, perhaps, but certainly not an
industry worthy off.consideration by the
older frv, and thus the bees go a-begging
swarming time for the want of sym-
pathetic caretakers, so seldom does their
swarming-note appeal to the multitude.
As a matter of fact, the popular idea of
bees and honey 1s associated with an
afternoon picnic party trekking to the
veld, armed with a spade, pick, sacking,
matches, and sundry other parapher-
nalia with which to rob a bee-nest when
other forms. of diversion have grown
stale. It is then that preparations are
made for “lining’’ the bees, and this is
quite an easy method beside your Ameri-
can method (the comb-box plan). ‘The
entire party, to a man, simply crouches
down, and, with heads turned toward
the setting sun, they mark the flight of
the honey-laden bees returning home-
ward. Or it may happen that the “honey
bird” (as the species is called out here)
is: heard piping near a wild hive. This
bird, by the way, has a high reputation
for divecting the steps of bee-hunters,
and it has never yet been known to raise
a false alarm. Whichever cause actuates
the party, it is not long hefore a line of
march is decided upon: and in most
cases in a few minutes—say from a guar-
ter to half an hour—the hive is located,
generally in an ant-heap (there are few
trees suitable for bees in South Africa).
At the precise moment of commencing
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operations the leader of the expedition
lights the sacking, and, without more ado
—no thought for irascible home-coming
bees—the spade is brought into commis-
sion with a right good will. The angry
onslaught of the bees will soon be mani-
fest, but the work of "digging goes on
abated. These old-timers have remaik-
able hides. I have seen a Dutcaman,
bareheaded, barearmed, with open shii:
front and minus socks, take terrible pun-
ishment inside half an hour, without
making unduc mention of the fact. The
burning sacking is never rightly srouzit
into use; but as it 1s thought to be part
and parcel of the wotk, each man follows
the precedent. On such occasions as this,
bees simply swarm up the trousers legs
of the offending visitor; but, as I have
previously said, these old stagers have
remarkable hides. They would laugh to
scorn the very idea of wearing a veil;
and as for gloves—well, their contempt
for such would be illimitable.

However, notwithstanding the appar-
ent familiarity of such persons with the
habits of the honey-bee, they are ignorant
to a degree of the knowledge which up-
to-date beckeepers acknowledge to be in-
dispensable to success. After the excite-
ment of the first stages of the operation
has abated somewhat, someone brings a
bowl to the scene of ignorance, cirt,
anger, and disaster—disaster to bees
and hunter alike—and what remains of
the demented bees’ handiwork is placed
in the bowl, the whole mass being more
typical of an earthquake than that of
God’s madterpiece—man. Alas! there
may be seen scores—aye, hundreds- -of
mangled insects—those that have toiled
for the pleasure of the hunter and the
ignominy of such untimely end—budding
brood in all stages of development, and
dirt galore. The whole scene is one of
complete disaster. Probably not more
than five per cent. of the colonies robbed
in this way are able to migrate with
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their queen, if she be still alive; and
when, as is often the case, she is killed,
there is no place left in the old hive in
which to commence housekeeping; for
these bee-hunters perform their task
with persistency, and allow no corner of
the hive to escape their notice; and then,
again, these upheavals are always timed
to take place at the close of the season,
and thus the life-cycle of another swarm
is ignominiously terminated. Ah! would
that such primitive minds understood the
great work of these immortal insects!
,Occasionally, however, one meets with
one who is more up-to-date in his primi-
tiveness, and who will point with pride
to his half-dozen or so kerosene-cases
doing duty as hives. An individual of
this kind is hard to convince as to the
relative merits of his structures and the
modern hive. He affirms that beekeep-
ing does not pay, and that his idea i
having so many hives is in order to be
sure of having a plenteous supply of the
choicest mectar for his own table. He
complains that a moth (the wax-moth)
comes into his hives, and scares away
the bees and usurps the combs, among
which the newcomer thrives and increas-
es his kind. He regards one’s explana-
tion of the circumstances with genuine
suspicion, and concludes generally with
a reference to his ““bad luck.”

Conditions good for Beekeeping.

It is remarkable how few evils base
the path of beekeeping in South Africa.
In the first place, there is no known dis-
ease to combat; then, again, there is
generally sufficient flora in the driest dis-
tricts to ensure at least moderate returns,
while in parts South Africans can well
challenge the inhabitants of TImperial
Valley and other well-known California
bee habitats rich in nectar-bearing flora.
I have known as much as 130 lbs. of
honey to be taken from a single box hive
which had not received the slightest at-
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tention from its ignorant owner for over
twelve months. If he had had to combat
foul brood and sundry maladies known
to Northerners, doubtless he would have
had another story to tell.

The South African bee is a splendid
worker, fairly docile and amenable to
civilization, and seems to work with a will
among the more congenial conditions,
provided the hive is well sheltered from
the sun and winds. I know many will
not agree with me in this respect; but
I have investigated many cases where
bees have persistently deserted modern
hives, and in nearly every case one or
the other' cause contributed, undoubtedly,
to the absconding persistency complained
of. In such cases persons have taken
sides with the box hive, and have proved
that the bees would remain in these crude
structures, 1n positions where modern
hives have proved unsuccessful in this
respect. But again, I have pointed out
that, by virtue of the size and often fav-
orable ventilation afforded by box hives
(according to the circumstances I have
been called upon to explain), the bhees
have been better catered for with the old
than with the new style hive. I need not
describe the ceremony that usually ac-
companies the ‘‘take’ at the end of the
season from such undesirable bee “‘dwel-
lings,’”” as the same 1s universal.

I should be lacking in sentiment in-
deed were I to pass on without payving a
tribute to the alacrity with which our
bees pursue their calling. Many time$
during the honey-flow I have seen my
bees working at 3 a.m., and as late as
11 p.m., assisted in their quest for nec-
tar, seemingly, by the light of the har-
vest moon; and, generally speaking, T
have no cause to complain of any apathy
on the part of the South African bee,
either in brood-rearing or storing in sup*®
ers. Indeed, I have had remarkable suc-
cess in this respect without making spe-
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cial provision for the same. Another
feature of my beekeeping in South Africa
is the phenominal success which has al-
ways attended my gqueen-rearing opera-
tions. I have frequently taken surplus
cells from a hive and placed the same
in a match-box and tossed them up on
to the top of a shelf near the roof of my
house, and, without exception, I have
always been apprised of the approaching
hatching of those cells by the inmates
themselves. . In walking through my
house I have frequently heard the fami-
liar “‘pipping’’ of some monarch-to-be,
and have promptly attended to her re-
quirements by placing her slender gray
form in a cage,.and then relegated her
to a hive until mating-time.

In their native state the bees here have
to contend with the ravages of the ant-
bear—an animal very much like your
brown bear, but only about the size of
a fox-terrier dog. This animal, as its
name implies, lives chiefly on ants,
which it attacks in their hills by scrap-
ing away a hole at the base of their
abode. Once inside it scrapes the in-
terior of the hill bare, devouring as
many of the inhabitants as it can lay
hold on, devoting special attention to
their eggs. It is following these attacks
that a swarm of bees takes up its abode.

The ant-bear is wise in his day, and suf-

fers the tenants of the scene of his late

depredations to fill their larder unmo-
lested—until he wills otherwise. When

.he thinks there is a sufficient supply of

honey in the ant-hill, calculated to ap-
pease his desire, he sallies forth. Noth-
ing can withstand his attacks—unless it
be iron bars—and inside the ant-hill he
goes. Then commences a banjuet in
wholesale order—bees, brood, honey and
all are devoured ad libitum. Nature has
provided him with a hide which the
stings of our favorite hvmenoptera can
not penetrate; and, having satisfied him-
self thus, he decamps, leaving the re-
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maining bees to figure out the prospect
of restarting for themselves.

Bee Pirates.

May be it is meet to record that there
is a wasp known as a “bee-pirate’”’ which
is alleged to be rtesponsible for the de-
pletion of many a stock, but I “hae me
doots’” about the actual total of facts in
favor of this theory. I can not do bet-
ter than to outline the modus operandi
of this wasp, which certainly does cre-
rate a certain amount of anxiety with my-
self, but not from its direct operations.
The pirate is a vellow insect possessing
a sting, and is extremely smart in its
movements. It usually manifests its
presence in the apiary abcuat the begin-
ning 6f November, and remains therc
until March of the following year. Usu-
ally its hours are very regular, 2nd
it may be seen between the hours
of 9 am. and 6 p.m. any fine day,
on any point of vantage from

~within 6 feet up to the alighting-board
of the hive it is watching. 1 have paid
special attention to this insect, and have
not the slightest hesitation in stating
that each pirate concentrates its atten-
tion upon one particular hive. Of course,
there may be any number of the pirates
up to a dozen waching at the same time.
The pirate’s mode of attack is as fol-
lows :

Usually it is only returning bees that
come in for attention. As soon as the
bee is within striking distance the pirate
pounces upon its victim, delivers a thrust
with its sting, and flies away with its
Drize to its nest, which is generally made
in the ground. There the pirate lays an
egg on the under side of the bee in the
region of the neck. The resultant larva
from this egg is thus enabled to secure
nourishment from the honey-sac' of the
bee as soon as the egg hatches, and thus
the cycle is repeated. - Now, it will be
noted that these pirates molest the beeS

1
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between the hours of g a.m. and 4 p.m.
during the summer months (remember
the seasons are reversed in this part of
the world), i. e., when, according to the
best authorities on the subject, there is
little or no nectar secreted by any flow-
ers in hot climates. The climate of Col-
orado and most parts of South Africa
coincide to a degree. Reverting to the
work of destruction credited to the bee-
pirates, I strongly uphold the view |
have made by deduction, viz., that the
evil effect of the pirates on the bees is
not direct, but it attributable to a de-
moralizing influence on the hives in casy
range of them. I have frequently wot-
iced hive after hive in which the bees
were to be seen shoulder to shoulder
stretched across the entrance from -ile
to side during the period of the day men-
tioned. It is a striking sihgt to wiiness
these sentinels strongly entrenched
against their solitary enemies, who, from
time to time, assert their impatience for
attack by flitting from point to point,
eagerly awaiting a favorable opportunity
to seize a straggler. 1 have actually
seen these pirates march boldly in (al-
ways at right angles), and spar with one
of the defenders comprising the line of
defence; and should the bee—which is
not often the case—make bold 2nough
to assail the intruder, the fate f the
former i1s sealed. With a quickness
which has to be seen to be appreciated,
the bee is seized, and the victor takes
to wing in the twinkling of an eye, while
another bee in the rear takes up the posi-
tion vacated by the over-zealous defend-
er. Occasionally, however, the defond-
ers effect a capture, and then there is a
distinct note of joy struck up which rev-
erbrates throughout the hive, and the in-
vader is subjected to “balling,” <imilar
to that which befalls a strange gueen at
times. But, notwithstanding that the
bees frequently imprison the pirate for
hours: at a. stretch, the chitine covermng
of the pest proves invulnerable to the at-

o
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tention of all and sundry that from tune
to time seek to wreak vengeance upna it ;
and, seizing a favorable moment when
the bees are not so numerous, and, con-
sequently, the pressure is lesser, the pir-
ate will break away from his would-be
captors and once more awaits his chance,
which is never long in coming, and is zl-
ways certain in its result.

The system in vogue among )>rogress-
ive beekeepers for exterminating these
pests is a simple one: A plate Jatain-
ing kerosene and water is placed shight-
ly to one side of the middle front of the
hive, and the pirates (which seem to have
a partiular liking for white surfaczs) are
caught very soon, although, of course,
frequently bees are caught as well. But
the great point to keep in mind in *his
connection is the demoralizing influsnce
which one pirate will impart to a whoie
hive—not so much the value of the bues
caught.

Two-Legged Bee-Pirate, the African
Kaffir.

At this juncture I am reminded that I
have not been very suc-essful with out-
apiaries, owing to the presence of a two-
legged ‘‘bee-pirate’” in the shape of a
Kafir. I am afraid my northern con-
freres would lose heart altogether after
putting in a season in South Africa (that
is, if they decided to run out-apiaries.
It takes a deal of combating, 1 assure vou.
The Kaffir must and will have buih
brood and honey. The former he makes
into an intoxicating beverage known as
“kooroomore;’’ and with the latter he
regales himself full well. It is here rhai.
for the sake of economy, it is better te
invest in packing-cases, for the :imple
reason that the dusky thief, not content
to take brood and honey, takes awav te
his hut the whole outfit, and lights his
fire cold nights, may be, with k2 fuel
thus obtained, the while forging him-
self to profusion with. his ill-gotten
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gains, and listening to the cheery craciz:
ling of the hive-boards; for what will
burn with greater avidity than the pro-
polis and wax besmeared boards of a
time-worn hive. Nor am [ alonz in my
experience of the black miscreants’ de-
predations. I have met several beekeep-
ers who complain in a similar ctrain.

The Sources of Honey.

The markets for honey and wax are al-
wavs eager for a greater supply than is
usually forthcoming, and prices, as a
consequence, are good, frequently rang-
ing from one shilling to two shillings per
pound for “strained”’ (no extratcid)
honey, while for comb honey as much
as bo cts. per section has been nbtained
retail in Johannesburg. [ myself have
obtained 34 cts. for comb honey in bulk.

The chief sources of natural nectar are
the mimosa and decoma trees, pink hea-
ther; and, of late vears, the pepper-irse
and blue and red gum have contributed
largely to the supply of nectar obtained
from what might well be termed wild
sources, and have comes to be regarded

as valuable adjuncts to indigenous flora, -

especially as they come into bloom just
about the time when pollen is most need-
ed for building up the brood-chambszr in
readiness for the fruit-bloom.
Beekeeping as a business has not been
taken up by many people. 1n fart, I
think I am correct in stating that only
about three or four persons have as vet
settled down to the industry wholelv and

solely ; and their efforts have aot been in

prominence long enough vet tor any de-

finite statement to be made regarding
the ultimate success of beekeeping as an

independent industry. From a personal
point of view, however, I regard the out-
look with optimism. In Natal, it is stat-
ed that beekeeping has not been very
successful as a whole, owing to the pré-
sence of so many sugar-cane fields. The
bees have, apparently; ‘developéed the
habit of visiting these fields; and ha\;e
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neglected their legitimate work aimest
entirely, so that the product of their
hives—it can not be termed honev-—is
little above the standard of sugair and
water. Of course, this is the case ecnly
in those districts where there is the least
natural flora. In other parts heekeepng
can be pursued as profitably as elsewhece

African Beekeepers’ Associations.

Just now things are making a stir api-
cyturally. Societies are being formad in
many districts for promoting the scien-
tific management of bees; and the par-
ent association, with headquarters in Jo-
hannesburg, is aiming at instituting a
co-operative depot, with branches, icr
the sale of honey and wax, the product
of its own and affiliated societies’ meis -
bers. Indeed, so enthusiastic has this
parent association become that alrzady
it has succeeded in influencing the par-
liaments of the five colonies to pass a
hill prohibiting the 1mportation of bees
and honey, and even foundation whizh
has not been subjected to a lemperature
of 150 degrees Fahrenheit. But I think
this action will not meet with general
approval, in view of the fact that large
confectionery manufacturers could not
obtain all the honey needed, even ordin-
arily, before the impost, while the gener-
al public have had a similar grievance.
Regarding foundation, it seems as if
some one is aiming at creating a mono-
poly locally; but even so it is doubtful
if the local product would be as good as
the imported article; and then, again, it
surely will not pay to put down an up-
to-date plant for the manufacture of wax
equal to that now being manufacrurad in
America—at least for many vears to
come,

Hives and hive fittings—their names
are legion—are very dear here, and in
that' way prohibit anyv but the most en-
thusiastic, or those in good positions
from taking up the pursuit. Speaking
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from an unbiased point of view, I think
a Langstroth hive is as good as one can
get for the South African climate. Of
course, it requires watching like
other make; but, apart from that, it is
better adapted to local requirements than
any other make with which I am faminar.

any

There is no special legislation with re-
gard to the keeping of bees in South
Africa; and, providing no ravages on the
part of our ‘‘little friends’’ are reported
all goes well. But I am of the opinion
that the near future will witness many
changes all round, especially as there aie
so many bee enthusiasts now in fuuch
with one another through the various so-
cieties; and as a concluding remark I
will say that I could easily commit &
greater hibel than by stating rthat bec-
keepers in South Africa have a gond tine
ahead.—“Gleanings.”

THE PRODUCTION OF COMB
HONEY AS COMPARED
WITH THAT OF EX-

TRACTED.

Leonard S. Griggs.

There secems to be an increasing te=n-
dency to abandon the production of <omb
honey for that of extracted. but I firmiy
believe that the man who is well-locatad
and equipped for the production of cither
kind better do a lot of thinking and in-
pestigating before making any radical
change; and let us not forget that a
sampede to extracted honey production
means a scarcity of comb honey at a
higher price. For years I have produced
both comb and extracted honey, some-
times a whole apiary has been devoted
to one kind, and sometimes there has
been a combination of the two in one
apiary. According to my experience, the
comparative advantages and disadvan-
tages of producing the two kinds, are
something as follows :
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Most of the work in producing comb
honey may be done in-doors. Putting
together sections, putting in foundation,
cleaning sections of propolis, grading
and crating can all be done in the com-
fort of he honey house. The only ouside
work is that of putting on and removing
supers, and hiving swarms, if swarming
is allowed. There is little heavy lifiing
t.- do, and, if bee-escapes are us:}, the
rcmoval of the supers is little niors than
fun

Comb honey sells at a higher price
than extracted, and usually meets with a
more ready sale; especially early in the
season.

When an apiary is devoted to the pro-
duction of comb honey, the colonies are
usually heavier in stores in the fall, thus
making a saving in the amount and labor
of feeding.

If foul brood, or any contagious dis-
ease finds its way into an apiary, it is
much more readily controlled and eradi-
cated in a comb honey apiary.

Disadvantages of Comb Honey
Production.

In producing comb honey, there is an
expense, each year for supplies—sec-
tions, foundation and shipping cases. It
<calls for more work, especially that of a
skilled order; consequently, not so many
bees can be kept. Swarming is mors
difficult to control.

When there is a poor season, or
interrupted honey flows, not much first-
class honey will be secured,

If the crop is adundant all over the
country, and prices are low, it is scarce-
ly practical to hold comb honey over for
a raise in prices.

Comb honey is very fragile, and there
is great danger of breakage in shipment ;
particularly so in cold weather.

Not so many pounds, per colony, of
comb honey can be secured.
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The production of extracted honey
calls for less labor, and much of this can
be of the unskilled order. Swarming is
very easily controlled. These two factors
allow of the managing of a larger num-
ber of colonies. Fewer visits to the
aplary are necessary; as Super room may
be given in advance of the needs of the
bees, as it is quantity that we are after,
not appearance. Quality may be se-
cured by giving the bees time to ripen
their product.

Even in a poor season, we may secure
a fair erop—certainly every pound that
is gathered. If the crop is abundant, and
prices low, the crop may be held in-
definitely, for better prices.

Once an extracted honey apiary is
equipped with surplus combs, supers, and
other appliances, there is no more ex-
pense, except that for honey cans, or
barrels, in which to store the honey ; and,
as soon as the honey is extracted, if it
may run directly into these receptacles,
when it is already for immediate ship-
ment. There is no sorting, nor cleaning
off of propolis, nor crating for shipment-

If good packages are used, there is
practically no danger of loss in shipping
extracted honey any distance at any
time of the year.

In producing extracted honey there is
much heavy lifting and hard work that
must be done in hot weather, or in a hot
room, that the honey may be thin enough
to leave the combs readily, and pass
through the”strainer.

If a light colored flow of honey is im-
mediately followed by a dark flow, as
that of buckwheat, it is impossible to
keep the two kinds separate, and have
all the honey - well-ripened. The last
gathered of the white honey must be
left in the combs to go in with the darl
honey, otherwise it would be unripe
when extracted.

Extracted honey brings a lower price
and is not so saleable, especially early in
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the season.

The colonies worked for extracted
honey are almost certain to be short of
stores in the fall, thus calling for the
expense and labor of feeding.

One of the greatest objections to the
production of extracted honey is the in-
creased difficulty in combating foul
brood as it appears in the apiary.

Combining the Production of the Two
Kinds of Honey.

As a rule, there is less complication,
and more pofit, in producing only one
kind of honey, but the man who pro-
duces both kinds is often able to thereby
make sales earlier in the season, which
is sometimes quite a help to the man
without a bank account.

I have also found one advantage in
producing both kinds of honey in the
same apiary, and that is this: We often
find a colony here and there which is
very backward about beginning work in
the comb honey supers, or is very slow
or poor comb builder. Such colonies
will often do excellent work if given
extracted honey supers.

The Writer’s Preference.

I am still producing both comb and
extracted honey, and may continue to do
so; but, if I were to drop either, it would
be comb honey.

I can keep more bees with less labor
and much of that unskilled, in producing
extracted honey.—“Review.’’

Selling=-Methods make Honey-Prices low
Compared with that of Other
Commodities.

Orel L. Hershiser.

This is certainly a question of prime
importance to a large majority of bhee-
keepers, and you, Mr. Editor, have open-
ed up a subject for discussion, which, if
followed persistently, will, in my opinion,
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vield to your readers handsome returns.
To produce a crop of fine honey should
be the highest aim of every beekeeper;
but just a little lower than that highest
aim should be another one: viz., to sell
the crop at its full market value,

Prices of Honey have not Kept Pace
With that of Other Food Products.

You, Mr. Editor, believe that ‘“market
conditions are vastly superior to what
they were years ago.’”” I fancy that I am
one of many who do not wholly accept
that view. Years ago, in the 80’s and
go’s, honey was selling a little lowed than
at present. My recollection is that fancy
comb sold as low as from 11 to 13 cts.,
when the market was at the lowest ebb,
and white clover and other fancy ex-
tracted as low as 6% to 7 cts. But remem-
ber, that was when wheat, that makes
the ‘‘staff of life,”” was selling at from
45 to 6o cts. per bushel. I will remem-
ber that, in the summer of 1804, wheat
in Northwestern Ohio was selling as low
as 42 cts. per bushel. All other products
and provisions were low. It was only
natural that honey should be low. As
compared with prices in those days, wheat
is more than 2% times as high; hags more
than twice as high; and farm land
is certainly from 25 to 35 per cent. high-
er. In 1804, with wheat at 45 cts. per
bushel, and best, extracted honey at 6%
cts. per lb., it took approximately 7 lbs.
of honey to purchase one bushel of wheat.
Now, with wheat at $1.15 per bushel, and
best, extracted honey at g cts. 1b. (and I
think a lot of heekeepers would like to
know where they could get g cts. net)
it takes 12 7-g lbs. of honey to purchase
a bushel of wheat. To make it an even
shake, we would have to have 16 3-7 cts.
per pound forthe honey. In other words,
with wheat at $1.15 per bushel and honey
at 16 3-7 cts. per pound, it would require
7 lbs. of honey to purchase a bushel of
wheat, same as it did in 1804,
wheat was 45 cts. per bushel. Likewise,

when
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when pork, live weight, was 5 cts. per
pound, it took approximately 7 lbs. of
honey to purchase g Ibs. of pork, or 43
cts. worth. Now with pork, live weight,
at ten cts. per pound, it takes 10 lbs. of
honey to purchase the g lbs. of pork.

In this comparison we would have to
get 12 6-7 cts. per pound for our honey
in order to get the same equivalent as in
1894.

I might compare the prices of butter
and eggs, two great staples, with honey
in the same way, and with similar re-
sults, and so on, with almost everything
used by the husbandman. I tell yvou,
honey is ridiculously low, and conditions
from my view point are not ‘‘vastly
superior.”’

Another reason why honey should be

higher is that it costs more to produce
it. Sections and hives are much higher

than when Ilumber was cheap. And
comb foundation is higher because
b-e-c-a-u-s-e—not because wax is so

much higher, not because it costs more
to manufacture, not because of the use
of new and improved machines and pro-
cesses that turn out the finished product
many fold faster than did the old
methods, but just because the manu-
facturer gets a larger profit.

Some of the Reasons why Honey is too
Low in Prices.

Why is honey so low
else so high? Oh, there are numerous
reasons. One reason is the ignorance of
a great percentage of beekeepers.

and evervthing

Ignorance of Beekeepers one Cause for
Low Prices.

It is really surprising how many bee-
keepers there are who produce honey in
considerable quantity, and take no bee
periodical, and hence are way behind the
times, and know nothing of markets or
crops beyond their own neighborhood.
The produce a greater or less crop of
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honey and they cry: “What in the world
will I do with it?” A man of veracity
and an acknowledged expert with bees
informed me less than four weeks ago,
that he recently ran across a heekeeper
who had produced a crop of about 1,000
pounds of section honey, which would
grade from No. 1 to fancy, part white
and part mixed, who was in ‘‘straits,”’
and did not know what to do with it.
“‘How much do you want per lb. for the
lot,”” queried the beekeeper expert. “Oh,
I’ll take 6 cts.,’”” replied the distressed
farmer-beekeeper. Sl eiiic ol dL 2V res
sponded the expert, who forthwith had it
packed, and on his way home stopped
at the farmer beekeepers’ home-town
and sold the lot at 12 cs.; not because
it was not worth more, but because he

was satisfied with ‘‘small profits and
quick returns.”’
How the Dealers’ “Smartness’” Takes

Advantage of the Producer.

Beekeepers who do not know what to
do with their honey when they get it, and
will not inform themselves, influence the

. market downwards, and dealers are too

ready to gquote the lowest figure as the
ruling price when purchasing. The
dealer has the advantage in his thorough
acquaintance with markets., He thinks

and talks consecutively and almost
automatically. With all his knowledge
and resourcefulness that is born of

constant practice, is it any wonder that
he has the beekeepers who do not in-
form = themselves at a disadvantage ?
The tradesman has a highly developed
faculty of writing and talking in a confi-
dential style, just as though he were
studving how he could render the great-
est service to the beekeeper, and the
latter, in most cases, fails to understand
that the average tradesman is talking
into his own pockets and serving, the
while, his own interests.

Take some of our honey market quota-
tions for example. I have noticed in
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one of the bee journals the quotations
from one of .the prominent honey mer-
chants several times during the past
season in which the complaint 1s made
that owing to ‘“high prices honey is not
moving off as rapidly as expected.”
That some producers have been inclined
to hold their crops for exorbitant prices,
and they are now offering them at
“much less,”” which has a tendency to
“drop’”’ the market some. And near by,
in the same journal, the same parties
advertise for honey and state the large
quantity being handled.

The demand for honey indicates that
it 1s moving. If we had not been up
against the game of “bluft’”’ a few times,
we would wonder why such a paradox.

Don’t Ship Honey to Market until
it 1s Sold.

An extensive beekeeper, who produces
honey in large quantities, related to me a
remarkable transaction in the disposition
of a quantity of honey a few years ago
in New York. A beekeeper of the South
had produced and shipped to New York
several thousand pounds of fine, ex-
tracted honey, the same being contained
in barrels. When the shipment reached
its destination the beekeeper was on
hand to sell his crop, and, approaching
one of the prominent honey merchants of
the city, he stated that he had his crop
of honey down at the docks, and inquired
the price. After an examination of t
goods a ridiculously low offer was made;
probably on the theory that the producer
was helpless with his honey in the city
and unsold. The beekeeper declined his
offer for the time, and stated that he
would look around and see if he could
do better. The dealer had no fear of
losing: the chance of purchasing the
honey, for he had a ’‘phons, and when
the beekeeper got around to the other
honey merchants’ establishments he re-
ceived exactly the same offer as the first.
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He returned to the dealer who gave him
the first quotation to talle over the situa-
tion, and finally decided, and stated, that
before selling at the quoted price, he
would run up to Boston and see what he
could do there. But there are wires
between New York and Boston, and
evidently they had been used, for when
the ‘beekeeper arrived in Boston, quo-
tations were the same as in New York,
and the beekeeper was finally obliged to
sell his honey at the first quotation.

This transaction was related tomy
informant by the dealer who made the
first quotation and who is said to have
slyly intimated that the telephone and
telegraph had been used with such
disastrous effect in plucking the bee-
keeper.

Beekeepers, if you are ever caught in
a similar predicament, do not ‘‘fall down”’
too easily. Remember that while there
are dealers who would pluck you, that
there are also friends who would aid you.
Theve are storage warehouses in large
cities that are glad to store goods at a
fair rate, and a few days’ time is all that

" 1s required to communicate with some of

the editors of the bee journals for advice,
or with reliable dealers in other quarters.
—“Review.”’

Have Faith in Your Business.

I have a feeling of kind regard, in fact,
I might almost say, affection, for bee®
keepers. 1 like to see them succeed. I
am doing all in my power to help them to
succeed. I wish to drive from their
minds all doubts and fears, and hesitan-
cy. I wish to inspire them with faith in
their business; so that they will dare to
go ahead and increase their business;
and start an apiary here and another one
there, and make money so that they can
ride out to their apiaries in an automo-
bile. When T am dead and gone I wish
to desenve the epitaph: ‘““He taught us
to keep more bees.”’—Ed. “Review.”’

4
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HONEY.—
& The market is still very dull.
) Choice quality liquid is slow of sale
at 23d. to 3d. per lb., while med-

ium and good is difficult to dis-
pose of at 2d. to 23d. Good Can-
-y died is selling at 2d. to 2%d., and

inferior is obtainable at from 1d.
g per lb.

FPBEESWAX,—

Prime Bright is selling at 1/3 per
1b., and Dark is worth 1/- to 1/1%
per Ib., according to quality.

CATTTATTU LD LTV T

-
-

»  Highest market prices obtained for
Honey and Beeswax by

" PRESCOTT LIMITED.

< COMMISSION AGENTS
336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET
SYDNEY

. = Beekeepers are reminded that
GEUE’'S

-

Simplex Uncapper

Is now only £2 10s. cash.

ee s e
It works absolutely perfect.

Beoeoe
* Ask for particulars and for addresses of
beekeepers having one in use,
* & 8w
> If further assurances are wanted, apply

4 Ho A. GEUE’
HEATHVALE, VICTORIA.
 Sole Agent for Victoria and South Australia.

eIy
/ MR. H. L. JONES, of Goodna, for Queensland
and New South Wales.
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The Imperial and Royal Agricultural
Association of Carniola, Austria,
Exports only—

Strictly Pure Carniolan Alpine BEES.

The above-named Association, founded
1776, counts as its members many thou-
sands Agriculturalists of the Austrian
province Carniola, among whom are
many successful breeders of the pure
Carniolan strain of Bees—grey workers.
The Association is under the protection
of the Austrian Government, and the of-
ficials of the same are appointed, paid
and controlled by the Imperial and Royal
Agricultural Department of Vienna.

To insure the pure blood of the ex-
ported Carniolan Alpine Bee, and to
maintain her name as the best of honey-
producers, possessing all other character-
istics which experienced beekeepers ap-
preciate most—for this purpose the Sec-
retaries of Agriculture and Commerce of
the Austrian Government, this new ven-
ture of the above-named Association
have sanctined and subsidized.

Direct Shipment of Queen Bees: Se-
lect Tested, $5, U.S. money; and stock
in hives to all parts of the world,

“For further particulars address—

The Imperial & Royal Agricultural Assn.,
Ljubljana, Carniola,
Krain, Austria.

NEVER OVERSTOCKED.

(@I =@ el

HONEY & BEESWAX

HAWKEN & VANCE,

05 Sussex Street, Sydney.

Please mention “ Bee Bulletin.”
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MTAL S SHOW

Lth e 19t AFRIL, 1911

ENTRIES CLOSE:

EXPORT BUTTER March 7
WINES .. i L2 o March 8
SPECIAL CHEESE PRIZES 5 i A7 March 13
HORSES (all Classes) March 15
CATTLE (all Breeds) March 16
SHEEP AND PIGS March 16
POULTRY March 17
DOGS : March 20
FARM PRODUGCE March 21
FOODS .. March 21
APICULTURE : March 21
WOMEN'S INDUSTRIES March 22
MISCELLANEOUS ' :

March 23

PRIZE SHEDULES & ENTRY FORMS

Ocean House,
Moore St., Sydney.

May be had on application to
“H. M SOMER
Secretary
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™>0nly one Disease Called Rheumatism,
< and Bee Stings Won’t Cure That.
) A. ¥. Bonney.

I differ from my worthy rural colleague
~*in that I have but one emotion on 12ad-
o ing the many articles written by beekeep-
‘ers, and some medical men, about rheu-
matism, and, incidentally, the poison of
the bee as a remedy for it. Editorial com-
b pments alike excite my pity, for if I know

anvthing, it is that there is but one
~o-discase called rheumatism, and that is

what is variously known as Rheumatic
# ®ever, Inflammatory Rheumatism, Artic-

ular Rheumatism. I know doctors speak

of “Muscular Rheumatism,”” while ad-
. pmitting that it is Mpyalgia. They also

talk about “Gonorrheal Rheumatism,’”
., while it is only a name for pains in the
~ joints resembling rheumatism in those
+ who have gonorrhea. e

Of course there are various condi-

™ tions arising from an acute attack of
rheumatism which we all call chronie,
but the cause is the same. It is theu-
- pmatism ‘‘gone to seed,” with the bent
bones, the hardened tendons, the ossified
. ».joints. These in no wise disprove my as-
sertion that there is but one rheumatism,
¥ #nd I opinet hat no beekeeper ever go.
to treat (with bee stings) an acute case.
Some of the statements you comment
on in the article copied from ‘““Gleanings’’
are all right. For instance, ‘‘anyone
who is looking for a cure for rheumatism
is searching for what he will never find,”
b~ ghough “‘never’’ 1s a long time, and until
now I had hopes that the Art of Healing
p. might advance. I am doubly surprised
that my colleague thus puts a bar to
“sprogress, for he unmistakably belongs to
a “school’”” founded by Mr. Hanneman to
¥ reform the medical practice of the world.
;This is apparent in parageiph 5, and
others which follow, as in 8, he states
5 that “the virus of the bee is a commodity
in the drug market,”” for the wrirer has

b
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been a pharmacist for 30 years, and
never saw nor heard of bee sting poison
as a medical remedy until ne began
investigating the reputed “cuces’ by bee
stinging. ‘‘It is to be had from pharma-
cists for dispensing,” is not an exact
statement of fact, for not one of the
catalogs of pharmaceutical products
which I have, contain mention of any
such a drug, and, for fear of being in
error, 1 wrote to one of the very largest
manufacturers of pharmaceuticals, and
they add their testimony that there is no.
such a drug as Apium Virum, while a
homeopathic physician to whom I wrote:
quotes me Apis Melifica, their remedy
for rheumatism, “where the swelling sim-
ulates the swelling caused by the sting
of the bee.” I am at a loss to place
Country Doctor.

““Those who know how to use it, and
who understand its clinical indications,.
rely upon it with as much confidence as
is reposed in any drug.”’ If the editor of
“Gleanings,”’ or the ‘‘Review,”’ will
make out a list of 50 doctors belonging
to the traditional school (allopathic) and
ask them if this statement is true, they
will, in each and every case, receive a
negative reply, but the same number of
queries sent to homepaths will be replied
to affirmatively.

There is a2 mean saying current among
practising phyvsicians in this part of the
world: “If a man cannot make a living
in general practice, he will start a hos-
pital.’”” That Mr. Root seems to find it
necessary to fortify A Michigan Country
Doctor’s misstatements is the only rea-

son 1 mentior 1t.

That a Michigan Country Doctor is at
least careless, is  demonstrated by the
remark he makes in paragraph 2, where
he says: ‘“Some have fever with rheu-
matism, and are sick abed.” I wonder if
he ever saw a case of rheumatism where
there was not fever. The rest of the
paragraph is so distinctly homeopathic
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‘that, case-hardened old allopath that I
am, I shall not discuss it.

The above was written in a spirit of

pitying levity, Now to be serious: The
superstition that the sting (poison) of
‘the bee is a cure for inflammatory rheu-
matism originated with the homeopaths,
and is based on the postulate that “like
cures like,”” and the remedy to be effec-
tive must only be applied where the
“form’’ of rheumatism simulates the ef-
fect of the poison locally applied, as in
«case of a sting by a bee. For this they
use a dilution in alcohol or sugar of
milk, and 3 x is the favorite strength,
and equals a 1.to 1,000 mixture. One
drop of bee sting poison in 1,000 drops of
.alcohol or grains of sugar of milk; and
a Michigan Country Doctor does not say
that bee stings used hypodermically is a
cure for rheumatism. Hence I guess he
1s homeopathic,

I have often within a year been re-
ferred to a German doctor who has made
some wonderful cures, and writing to
England secured a copy of the “British
Bee Journal” in which he recited one of
the man’s cases. He gave a patient a
matter of 15,000 stings within four
years, and cured him. T have written to
more than 100 doctors within a vyear
past, g9 of them being of the traditional
school and one a homeopath. The latter
was the only one who claimed to know
anything about bee sting poison as a
remedy for the disease mentioned. None
of the others who wrote me knew of
such a remedy, though one did suggest
that ‘““the remedy would be worse than
the disease.”

If, as the homeopaths, including our
Michigan Country Doctor, claim, the
vastly diluted peison of the honey bee
given internally will ““‘cure’” rheumatism,
why torture the sufferer with stings, for
more than a few stings is torture. 1 am
about as stocial as the average, but half
a dozen stings applied to one spot, as
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the inside of the forearm, will drive me&
to shelter. Imagine, then, what it inust .
be applied to a tender, swollen joint.
Anyone who will apply such a remedy is<
worse than a quack, he is a heartless
fool. b
There is but one form of rheumatism,
which is rheumatism itself. =

There has not yet been discovered a —
radical cure for rheumatism.

Rheumatism is a self limited disease.
It continues from one to six weeks, then
abates without treatment of any kind;
but may assume the chronic form. Ity -
very often does, whether treated or no:.

Chronic rheumatism may hold a per-
son bedfast for weeks, then may appar® ¢
ently leave them, but in a week, menth,
year or decade, it may return, and all so- |
called ““Cures’”” and ‘“‘Reliefs’”” depend en -
this peculiarity of the disease. 5

“Patent Medicine’”” men knew this
well, and guarantee to cure. Hum. -

For a year past the bee journals have
been filled with alleged cures by bee
stings., Why do not the editors write to -
some doctor of repute, say one of each™
school, and, getting the opinion of edu-
cated men, print that instead of articles

F

by men who do not know myalgia,g -
plumbism, gonorrheal and syphilitic
pains from rheumatism? -

- After reading ‘“‘Gleanings,’”” the -‘Re-
view,”” the “British Bee Journal,”” ond
scores of newspaper articles, I wish to
g0 on record as saying taht there iz mot
a well authenticated case of rheumatism
cured by the poison of the bee. — et
view.”’ §

[The general public and many vhysi-
cians, have classed as rheumatism,
several forms of aches and pains; and
judging from reports, some of these
forms have been relieved by the apnlica-
tion of bee stings. Dr. Bonney asscris
that, according to strict medical science,
there is only .one form of rheumatism, ¥
and that is never relieved by hee stings.

4
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~ It seems to me that the argument i8
largely in regard to terms rather than
» facts.—Editor ““Review.”’]

A Veteran’s Views on Selling the Honey
» GCrop to the Best Advantage.
e TR RS

Byl ERE Crane.

% Friend Hutchinson:—I fear I can add
but little to your instructive and stimu-
plating editorial in the May number of the
“Beekeepers’ Review,’”” on ¢ Selling
» Huney to the best advantage.”” The fact
of working for months to produce a crop
b it aoney, and then selling it in fiftesn
minutes, looks on paper as though soue
thing were wrong, but I think not s¢
,‘mu::h 20 as would seem ; at least *n th
past of the country. Those becke pLers
who 1226 bee journals usually kno«w what
honey should sell for, and those who do
Aot read them, are not slow, hereabouts,
in inquiring of those who do. In fact, I
~ think those who do not read nowadays
are apt to ask more for their money than
those who are well posted.
The production of a crop of honey re-
“quires months of manual labor, while the
< selling is a mental process, and can be
done by a person of active mind in a
~avery few minutes.
The great problem is, how to get our
# honey to the consumer with the least
possible cost. I have said to muyself,
“™over and over again, it is too bad that
honey that the producer receives only
seven or eight cents fon, should cost the
_ consumer from twenty-five to forty
cents a pound; but ’tis often so. The
. suggestions you make as to the neces-
sity of studying the problem is a good
“vyidea.
The value of beekeepers retailing their
P own crop, either by pedling or through
mail orders, cannot be worked in some
Nections; where population is sparce it
is doubtful if it will pay. [A mail
order business is all right anywhere—-

fil
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Editor.] Some of my neighbors, in
seasons when the price of comb hone¥
was low, have carired it over a year,
and sold when prices were much higher,
with decided profit; but we can hardly
advise the average beekeeper to do thiss
and vet, a skilful beekeeper with the
right conveniences will make it pay.

For more than forty years I have pro-
duced honey in considerable quantities,
and bought and sold also, and can lozk
on both sides f the subject with some

degree of fairness. Sometimes those
who have bought my honey have lost
money in so doing, and this always:

makes me feel bad, and, sometimes,
we have bought honey only o little or
no profit, or even an actual loss. :

What vou say as to the manner of
putting up honey is to the point. In the
long run, honey well graded, will bring
more than honey poorly graded.

The Folly of Dishonest Grading and
Packing.

We have found cases packed with
well-filled combs outside, while those in
the centre were little more than half
full, if that. In one lot, a year or two
ago, we found combs a vear old, granu-
lated nearly solid, and the cappings
cracked and wet with honey, packed
with new honey. Those who pack in
this way would do well to think about
marketing fifteen days instead of fifteen
minutes.

I remember, many years ago, I was
puzzled to know what honey would bring:
or was worth. All the honey quotations
I could get were from the New York
Tribune; and these were meagre indeed.
So I left my work and went to New York
City, 260 miles away, and .learned that
honey was unusually scarce and high. T
came home and bought all the honey I
could find for sale, about z,000 lbs., got
it ready and shipped with my own, some
6,000 lbs. in all. I paid every one, of
whom I bought, all he asked, from 27



270 THE AUSTRALIAN BEE BULLETIN March 31st, 1g11.

to 30 cents a pound, and, after deduct-
ing commission and expenses, netted
about 35 cents. I should probably have
sold outright for 30 cents early in the
season, but, by taking the trouble to look
up the markets first, it netted me five
cents more, or $3c0, on my own with
what I bought.

That was in 1872, before bee journals
gave us every monthly or semi-monthly,
the size of the crop and the prices in all
‘the principal cities of the country. And,
while I made well on the sale of my
honey, it is doubtful if those of whom I
bought, could have paid what it cost me
to find out what the market was, and
made any thing, as they did not have
enough to make it pay. But times have
changed, and all may know just about
what honey should sell for, in a very
short time.

Profits made in Saving Freight.

‘We still buy honey, paying the pro-
ducer what it will net him by shipping
to the lareg cities. Lt costs us about the
same to sell honey that it does the large
wholesale dealer, but, if a man sells to
‘the city dealer he has to ship it to him,
:and then it has to be shipped out again.
We ship more direct. Suppose a man up
in Maine wants fifty cases of honey, we
can sell and ship to him direct, while

my neighbor who sells to a wholesale -

house in Boston, and pays cartage from
railroad station to store house, and back
to the railroad station, and then the
freight to Maine, which would amount to
about a cent more a pound than it would
for me to ship to him. A cent a pound
is a small profit, for there is consider-
able risk in shipping comb honey; but
the use of corrugated cases has elimin-
ated the risk to a considerable extent,
and are very helpful in shipping a few
cases to the retail dealer without extra
packing. A large amount of honey in
former 'years has been sent to Boston
to be sold, and then sent back into our

&
A

State, sometimes only a short distanced”
away. We are trying to save this ex-

pense. %

Difficulties and Expenses in Buving ands:
Bottling Honey.

You say that good extracted” honey ‘"
ought to bring 1o cents a pound and vou
afford to pay that price for bottling. Ith
seems almost incredible that it shouw
cost so much to reach the great mass of
consumers. The cost of honey, the costq-
of bottles, and labels, freight on hottles :
and honey, and again on both when put ¢
together, as all go for honey, the loss '!
from breakage, the loss from honey leff 2
in tin cans, or from flling defective !
bottles, or leaky cans, or some of light *
weight, the time and fuel, will run up g -
to nearly 2o cts., and then the retail 3
dealer wants from five to seven cents for &

~ his trouble in selling, and this leaves but 3§

little to pay for bottling. Only lastd-®
: in melting up a few hundred §
nds of honey, one can had a nail hole ™

in the bottom, and, of course the most of

the honey ran out into the tank of warm
water, the water running in to take its ;.
place. Out of 96 dozen pound bhottles, &
22 were defective, had a ecrack or a -
very small hole in the bottom, not dis- ¥
covered until partly or wholly filled witha
hot honey. T am hoping that the use of
paper bottles will help us out some in ™
the sale of extracted honey. At ten cents J
a pound I believe the honey producer has f
decidedly the best end of the business. ‘f
i

—“Review,”

L)
e
When you want Honey Labels send for','
i
: 1
Samples to the *“ Bee Bulletin?”? Office. v
!
'

;

%
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- ITALIAN QUEENS. ™

y-
- Gold or Leather Colour—from Imported Mothers.
BRED FOR SUPERIOR QUALITIES AND PURITY.
. The First Italian Bee Farm in Australia, and the
e Best for the Supply of Queens, Hives of Bees,
> »
Swarms, Foundation, Implements, &c.
"Winner of National First Prize for Best Bee Farm of a Hundred Hives
Bees and Over. Also winner of most prizes at the R.A.S. Shows, Sydney.
p QUEENS—Untested, 5/- each.
> Tested, .. one 10/~  three 25/  six 45/-

b, Select Tested ... one 15/- three 40/- six 70/-
i Extra Choice ... one 25/-  three 60/- six 105/-

Price List on Application.

W ABRAM & SON.

' ITALIAN BEE FARM,

-

" BEECROFT, Near SYDNEY.
) - ESTABLISHED 188i1.
: Lo

P.8.—My knowledge and experience of 40 years practice enables me to
b8 breed and supply Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Most Desirablo
-y ‘Qualities combined. Desiring to maintain that High Reputation, I again

submit for your consideration the fact that I can supply to satisfaction, if you
4 give me description of your requirements. Thanking you for past favours.—

"W romain, yours truly, W. ABRAM.



@@@@@@@@@ @@1
Honey Labels and !

- SEND TO

Ceneral Printing;

Australian Bee Bulletin |

Printing Works, -

High Street, ,,.

West Maitland, NSW.
@@@@@@@@@@@f




	Blank Page



