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Only One Survivor of Negro Colony

By DAVE STEVENS
T-H Staff Writer
LANCASTER, Wis.—Memorial Day Friday brought

the last of Grant County’s Negro colony to tiny “Pleas-‘

ant Ridge” Cemetery, about five miles west of Lancaster.
The colony, originally composed of slaves, ex-slaves
| and their children, once numbered about 100. Now only

Mrs. Dick Lewis was on
hand to greet homecomers
at the Grant County ceme-
tery.

Transported from the south as
far back as 1848 (the year Wis-
consin became a state) the for-
mer slaves carved fertile crop-

| land out of the heavily wooded

Wisconsin hills. And in so do-
ing they carved a niche into
Grant County history.

Today visitors at the county
seat courthouse square in Lan-
caster can see the names of
Pleasant Ridge farmers on the
Civil War monument commem-
orating the lives given in the
battle against the Confederacy.

John and Charles Shepard,
who walked to Prairie du Chien
to enlist, were among the first
Lancaste %( area volunteers.
Charles was 'killed during the
siege of Vicksburg while serv-
ing under U. S. Grant. John
caught a fatal disease and died
in Cairo, Ill., on his way home
to Pleasant Ridge.

The Shepards were the first
colored family to move into the
Lancaster area. William Hor-
ner, a Virginia plantation own-
er, had become increasingly dis-
satisfied with existing tension
over the slavery issue and in-
creasingly interested in the
cheap land in the midwest,

Arrived in 1848

The Horners set out by ox
team, according to an old news-
paper, and arrived here in 1848,
The former slaves who accom-
panied him on the trip were
Charles Shepard, his wife Car-
oline; and children, Harriet,
John and Mary; Charles’ broth-
er, Isaac; and a maiden, Sarah
Brown, - whom Isaac later mar-
ried.

Horner bought some land for
his former colored help. At last
the Shepards had land of their

& koW

own. The trees they cut down
and the soil their plows turned
were not “‘the master's.” It was
Shepard land.

When the Civil War broke out,
William Ross moved north out
of Missouri, bringing with him
his former slaves—the Grimes
family.

In 1863 the Green family, also
from Missouri, grew restless as
forced laborers. After two un-
successful attempts at running
away, eight of them boarded a
train at St. Charies, Mo., and
three days later arrived at Dun-
lieth, Ill. (East Dubuque).

“I still have the trunk that
grandfather Green brought with
him that trip,” Mrs. Lewis of
Pleasant Ridge said. “‘Years
later I was told that by the time
they had reached East Dubuque
the clothes were stolen, leaving
just an empty trunk to be toted
first to Potosi, then to Pleasant
Ridge.

Land $1.50 An Acre

just 20 years old at that time.
His former owner had been kind-
ly to his Negroes, allowing them
to save some money from their
labors. In fact, Thomas Green
nad accumulated nearly $700,
some of which was used to buy
Grant County land at the going
price of $1.50 per acre.

“I heard that his master from
Missouri later found out where
Green and his family settled,”
Mrs. Lewis related, “and he
wrote here to find out why they
had gone. He asked them to
come back.”

But freedom was valued too
highly by Tom Green. Living
into his mid-90's, the former
slave was quoted by the Platte-
ville Journey in 1936, “I saw
too many families broken up on
the auction block. A good
strong man or a good wench

x * %X

g [}

a mammy's children to get rid
of them.”

After the Civil War ended,
many more Negroes filtered
northward into farming com-
munities similar
Ridge. Wooded hills became
bared as wheat and log cabins
grew up in place of the timber.
By the turn of the century the
Pleasant Ridge Church (United
Brethren) had 80 members.

Negro and white children grew |

' From 1-Car Crash

up together, attending the same

schools and churches. Most of

the new arrivals from the South

had hard

Greens experienced at first.
Log Cabin

Mrs.
father’'s family started out in a
log cabin that was used to store
ice in the cellar. The Shep-
ards helped out with food and
clothes for the Greens the first
year. Almost every new arrival
needed some kind of “helping
out.”

Although the colony grew to
nearly 100, chances for inter-
marriage within the Pleasant
Ridge community were some-
times slim. More frequently
the young men and women mi-
grated toward more populous
centers to find mates. Usually

| they never came back, except
Mrs. Lewis’ grandfather was |

maybe to decorate a grave on
Memorial Day.

On the whole the relations be-
tween the races around Lan-
caster were good. As Mrs.
Lewis said, “When we were kids
we fought with white kids and
made up. We really never re-
alized any difference in color.”

“You hear so much about
racial troubles in the papers to-
day,” Mrs. Lewis went on, ““that
you begin to realize how lucky
we were here. [ remember
when our white neighbors would
ask my father to help stack the

| hay; he knew just how to do it.

And T remember the times we
would pack up a lunch and go
for the whole day to white or
Negro neighbors to do some
patching while the menfolk
worked in the fields.”

Those days are gone forever.
There has been no worshipping

® % %

| would bring $1,000 each, while |
| owners would often give away { singing and dancing at the pie-

i

to Pleasant |

in the church since 1918, me
nic grounds since pre-depression
days, no Sunday afternoon chick-
en fries.

Except for Mrs. Lewis, the
Negro colony is represented only
by an outcropping of tombstones
amid the wild Indian tobacco
flowers in the tiny Pleasant
Ridge Cemetery.

| Four Hospitalized

times much as the |

Lewis said her grand- | ;
resulting in four persons being

STRAWBERRY POINT, Ta.—
A Memorial Day outing of two
Strawberry Point families was
cut short when their car went
out of control and rolled over,

hospitalized.

Being treated at Delaware
County Memorial Hospital,
Manchester, are Clyde Mierson,
50, head cuts and a broken fing-
er; his wife, BerNeysa, 49, in-
ternal injuries; Reginal Opper-
man, 39, the driver, badly
shaken up; and Mrs. Eva Op-
perman, severe skull fracture,

The Miersons’ daughter,
Diane, 12, was examined and
released.

Highway Patrolman Frank
Davis said the Opperman ve-
hicle apparently went out of
control on a curve on Highway
13, eight miles north of here,
and rolled over after the car
wheels went off the pavement.
It was demolished.

The families were on their
way to McGregor for a day of
fishing.

Levy $300 Fine, Costs

On OMVI Conviction

MANCHESTER, la. — A fine
of $300 and costs was assessed
against Dorothy M. Strom in
Delaware County District Court
after she pleaded guilty to a
charge of operating a motor ve-
hicle while intoxicated.

She was arrested May 7 near
Dundee by Highway Patrolman
Lloyd Etscheidt after she drove
her auto into a ditch.

The defendant also was order~
ed to surrender her driver's
icense and Jowa liquor permit.

e

Blowing the seeds of a fuzzy dandelion, Mrs. Dick Lewis shows how the members of the Pleasant Ridge Negro colony near

Lancaster, Wis,, gradually scattered to more distant areas.

She is the last of the farm community started by ex-slaves whe

once numbered nearly 100. The tombstone of her grandfather Green, a former slave and one of the colony’s founders, is the

small one below her right hand.

(Telegraph-Herald Pheto)
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