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PRESIDENT'C REPORT

KMadison, ¥is., July 22, 191C.
Honorsble J. C. Schubert,
Mayor of the City of iMadison.

Dear Sir:-

. On behalf of the Free Library Bcard, I submit the report of the
liedison Free Library, consisting of several stetistical tables sstting
forth in concise form the material and financial condition of the library
and its various activities, together with the report of the librarian,
Mre George B. Averill.

At the request of the board the City Council last year made an
additional annual appropriation of twenty-five hundred (£2,500.00)
dollars for the’ support of the library. In conformity with
representations made to you by this board at that time we have es-
tablished and successfully operated a branch library in the Sixth
ward thereby greatly increasing the usefulness of the library and
making it readily accessible to persons who otherwise could not avail

themselves of its privileges. ¢ have equipped and opened a men's
reading room in the basement of the building and the supply of books
has been materially increased. We believe we have Tully complied

with the conditions under which the appropristion was macde anc¢ are
confident that these new activities have met the aprroval of the
reading public.

The year has been one of progress snd harmony. e have an
excellent library staff, loyal to the interests of the library and
the public, willin- to serve, and constantly seeking to enlarge the
usefulness of the library and to increase its ef flcienty. dr. Averill
has been indefatigable in his efforts to bring the library up to the
standard set by this board, and it is with regret that we accept his
resignation to take a more lucrative position with the University.
%e have increased and improved the school collection and, in co-opera-
tion with the teachers, have endeavored through the agency of a trained
chlldren's librarian, to get the children of the c¢ity familiar with
the library and: to develop in them right reading habits. Definite
progress has been made in this direction but much remains to be done,
especially in the way of advanced reference work with high school
childrern and adults.

Yours respectfully,
1R S Doty,

President, Madison Free
Library EBoard.



liadison, Wisconsin, July 20, 1810.

To the Board of Directors of the Madison Free Library:

I have the honor to present herewith the 35th annual report of
the librarian, being the report for the year ending June 30, 1910.

Progress during the past year has perhaps been most noticeably
shovm in the establishment of a branch library in the sixth ward and
in the opening of a ien's Reading Room in the main library. These
phases of extension have been made possible by the generous increase
of $2,500.00 in the city appropriation and by the interest which
1adies of Madison, particularly some of those residing in the sixth
ward, have taken in the branch project. Last fall by conducting
a waste paper collection and holding an entertainment, these ladies
raised %200.37 which was used in equipping the branch library with
furniture and fixtures. This spring a book reception was held at
the main library for which, as last year, a general invitation was
issued to residents of the city to come to the library on the after-
noon and evening of February &, bringing with them as gifts for the
branch, one or more books, preferably titles from a selectec list.
350 good books were presented besides #24.R5 in money. Another
waste paper collection was conducted this spring from which $136.13
was realized, this to be put into books for the branch library. So
the efforts of the ladies have met with financial success, but more
than this they have created an interest in the branch project and
have made friends for it.

The branch library was opened Harch 12, with the idea of emn-
phasizing the reading room feature, but a circulation of 4,097 during
the time it has been in operation shows the need@ of the branch as a
distributing center of books.

During the spring two connected rooms in the basement of the
library building were fitted up as len's Reading Rooms, and opened
April 1. A list of weekly and monthly magazines and daily newspapers
was subscribed for the idea being to make this what the name implies,

a reading room for men. The hours were fixed at 2:30-£:30, 6:30~5:00
P. M., and two university students were employed as attendants, one

for the afternoon and one for the evening. The average daily attend-
ance has been about 28 and while this is not a large figure, consider-
ing the fact that the rooms were opened late in the year the patronege
has been sufficient to ensure a larger attendance next year.

Free Lectures

A course of free Sunday afternoon lectures has been conducted
at the library during the winter on the same plan as last year,
except that on all but two Sundays one lecture has been given instead
of two. These have been well attended, the seating capacity of the



leciure room scveral times being taxed to its utmost.

The success of the free lectures has been in large part due to
the interest of the lecturers in them and their service kindly given
has been very much appreciated.

The following is the list of the lectures:

Hov. 28 Harvey Dee Brown - Wisconsin's Campaign against Tuberculosis
Dec. B Charles #HcCarthy - Japan
Dec. 12 Miss Abby L. Karlatt - How to Reduce the HMarket Eill
Dec. 1¢ Miss Caroline E. HMac G111l - The George Jr. Ekepublic
Jan. 9 Prof. L. E. McGilvary - The Development of Marriage
Jan. 16 Prof. Lawrence Martin - Volcanoes
Prof. C. A. Ocock - Casoline Engine Construction
Jan 23 Prof. Z. A. Ross - The Curiosities and Follies of Fashion
Jan 30 Miss Harriet B. Merrill - Collecting Rubber on the ‘mazon
Feb. 6 Professor L. R. Herrick - Paris Inu fted
Feb. 13 Prof. H.-C. Bradley - mQuntaineeringg he Bitter Root Range
of Idaho
Feb. 20 C. H. Brown - The Eternal City
Feb. 27 Prof. E. E. Blackwelder - Disappearance of Animal Life
Prof. C. A. Ocock - Gasoline Engine Troubles
Mar. 6 Prof. Paul S. Reinsch - South America
Har. 13 R. R. Hiestand - Some Tales out of School, or How the News-
papers get the big stories.

Four free demonstrations in practical home economics, conducted
under the auspices of the Y. ¥. C. A. but open to the public, were
given in the lecture room this spring.

Exhibits.

The library has held a series of exhibits this year which while
not so many in number as last year have been somewhat larger. Two
of these came, with but little cost, from the Grand Rapids (lich)
Public Library - a collection of cartoons, and a cocllection of views
of the buildings of various universities throughout the country.
Ancther exhibit consisted of a collection of etchings from the
eppel Art Galleries in New York. Then the ladison Park and Pleasure
“rive Association locaned some very good enlarged photographic views
of the city's parks and drives. The usual Christmas book exhibit
was also held. In January the ¥isconsin Horticultural Society held
Their exhibit of fruit in the basement of the library building. To
Aid people in planning vacation trips, the library collected during
the spring a large number of ramphlets and booklets published by
railroad and steam ship companies. These were made easily accesible
to patrons and have been considerably used.



Circulation

The growth of the library as far as it may be expressed in
figures is shown in the tables at the end of this report. The
total circulation, shown in Table II is 116,284, as against 94,486
for last year, a gain of 21,828 or 27.1%. The percentage of gain
at the main libtrary during the past year was 16.6%, being a 15.57
increase in the adult department and a 207 increase in the children's
room. The larger percentage of gain in the total circulation then
was caused by the books circulated frow the branch library and the
larger proportionate increase in the circulation in the rental col-
lection.

Rental Collection

The circulation in the renatal collection was 10,075 as against
6,039 for last year showing a gain of 4,036 or over 662/32%, which is
about the same proportionate increase as that of lest year. Table
IV shows the number of tooks added to the collection, the transfeirs
mede from it to the main and branch libraries, and that the rent
fund is in satisfactory condition with a balance of £120.49; the
loan of $50.00 made to the rent fund from the general fund could be
returned at any time.

School Collection

The circulation of books in the school collection was 11,785
as against 10,76” for last year, a gain of 1,017 or 9.4% a very sat-
isfactory Tigure when it is considered that kiss Veil, the children's
librarian did not start her work in the library until the first week
in November and could not begin to rake school visits until a later
date. Also the books in the collection were withdrawn from cir-
culation during the entire month of January while new books were
bein- added and o0ld ones repaired. The addition of 1,040 volumes
to the school collection as shown in Teble I gives the library more
adequate means of meeting the demeands of school worke.

Stations

Table III shows the circulation of books from the three stations
to have been 2,782 a decrease of 192 from last year. The Green-
bush circulation increased 67, the east end circnlation decreased 20,
while the seventh ward circuletion decreased 23%9 The seventh ward
station has been looked after this year entirely by library school
students each one working not longer than four weeks, and the de-
crease in the circulation there emphesizes what was said in the report
for last year that while these students have been faithful and con-
scientious and their work apprecisted, there is great advantare in
having one person in charge for a longer period of time as iiss
Eettina Jackson was last year. The establishment of the sixth ward



Children's Department

The present children's librarian began her work in Madison
during the first week of November, and owing to the lateness of her
arrival little was attempted save the regular routine work.

A story hour for little children was held at the mein library on
Friday afternoons, the average attendance of which wes seventy-five
children.

Eooks were sent as usual to el11 of the public and to two of the
parochial schools, visits made and book talks given. These visits
were not begun until January and were necessarily few in number due to
the above reason, together with the large amount of regvlar work, but
the children's librarian found the superintendent, principal:s and
teachers most kind in their co-operation and assistance, and to them
is due in a large measure the gratifying increase of circulation.

Three illustrated, stereopticon talks were given by Professor
L. R. Herrick and the Rev. P. E. Knox to the school children at the
library. The lectures were greatly enjoyed 2nd more are to be
given during the coming year if possible.

The attendance in the children's room has been steady. During
the winter months the hours between 4:30 and 6 P. ii. found the rook
crowded with many children, some teachers and mothers.

Additions to the book collection have been made, and the
children showed their appreclation by reading the books cuickly, eager
for more. The collection 1s still inadequate - more books are needéd
for pleasure reading, for handicraft, for biography, geography and
history.

In connection with the last named classes, more books have been
drawn by the teachers on their special teacher's cards than were
drawn last year, the figures being 2,766 as against 1,3R0. The cir-
culation of pictures also, both for school and club work has exceeded
that of last year, the gain being from 564 to 202. #any pictures
have been given this year, which when classified, will proved helnful
to the teachers.

The opening of the Sixth .r-d Eranch means increase of work but
also increase of opportunities. The children form a larzge percentage
of the population in that district, and have already shomm themselves
thorough and eager readers. If funds permit, so thgt new books
can be added and mo-e assistance given, there will be, splendid field
for children's work, including story hours and reading circles, the
object being as always to guide the children, not only to the good
books, but to the best of every class.



tranch library in the vicinity of the Last Znd station very probably
has had mach to do with the slight decrease in the circulation there.

Ecok Account

The Book Account, Table I., shows the total number of volumes
added to have been 3,619. This is 1,561 volumes more than last year
and 840 more than the year before. The amount spent for books
this year given in Table VI was %1,697.12 which includes branch and
school collection; the amount spent last year was %1,005.10 and the
amount for the year tefore $1,944.85. The incressed number of
volumes added represents the much larger amount of work which has had
to be done by the library staff.

Among the generous number of gifts made in the form of tooks, the
library has received a valuable reference work in the Catholic In-
cyclopedia presented by a number of people interested.

The number of books missing at inventory is 174 volumes less
than last year but is still too large.

Binding

As last year, the periodicals boundheve been confined to current
volumes. The number of books rebound, as it was stated in last
year's report would probably be the case, has been much larger - 1,021
as against 287 for last year. The_amount of money spent for binding
ghown in Table VI, has been correspondingly greater 3413.74 as against
%226.16

Many more books have been withdrawn this year because of wearing
out than were withdrawn for the same reason last year, the figures
being 660 against 328.

Registration

The number of new readers added during the year as shown in
Table V was 2,197 as against 1,765 for last year a gain of 4Z2 or
24.5%. The withdrawals, however, particularly the large number of
car”s which have expired but have not been renewed within one year,
have 1eft the total number of cards in force but 274 greater than last
year. ;

Finances

Table VI shows an unexpended balance July 1, 1910 of &73,683.25
as against $2,313.06 a year ago. Under receipts there is %2,500.00
more in the city appropriation and 4225.00 for rent of rooms to the
imerican Library Association not appearing before.



The staff

; During the past year there have been three changes in the library
staff. lHiss Smith, children's libtrarian, }Miss Hughes general assis%-
ant, and Mr. Janecky, evening assistant, resigned and their places
were taken respectively by Hiss Marion F. Weil, formerly children's
librarian in the South Side Eranch Library, Pittsburgh, lMiss Genevieve
Yayberry, formerly assistant in the Public Library, Cconto, and tiiss
Carolyn Adams of Madison, formerly an assistant in the Public Library,
Lincoln Nebraska. Miss ‘dams has worked full time whereas Mr.
Janecky worked but 12 1/2 hours per week. iiss Mary Thom vwho had
served as an apprentice in the libtrary for some time, acted as an
assistant to the children's librarian for three months. It in
recommended that the children's librarian have a permanent assistant
so that work in the children's department may be developed in a way
which is impossible now tccause of lack of assistance.

Miss Frances Ellsworth was appointed litrarian of the Sixth
YWard branch Library and Messrs. Byron S. Potter and Frank A. Deley,
attendants for the ien's Reading Room.

The hearty co-operation of the members of the staff in the
work of the library and the efficient service rendered, together
with the encouragement and support received from the directors have
been large factors in attaining whatever measure of smccess has re-
sulted from this year's work.

For next year I respectfully recommend that with the present
resources, little new in the way of extension be undertaken but that
development be attempted along lines already started and that at the
main library special attention be turned to the reference work.

Respectfully submitted,

George E. Averill, Jr.,

Librarian.



TAELE I

BOOK ACCOUNT , 1909-1910
Main School Sixth Ward
Library Collection Branch Total
Number of volumes July 1, 1909 19,909 1,407 21,316
Additions: -
by purchase 1,285 1,031 250 2,566
by gifi 202 5 349 556
by binding 60 60
transferred to main library
from rent collection 339 8 347
Re~accessioned 59 4 63
replaced by borrower 1 1
transferred to branch from free
collection -~ main litrary 26 26
Total 1,946 1,040 633 3,619
Withdrawals:
worn out 492 168 660
burned, contagious disease 3 3
lost by readers, 12 paid for 33 10 1 44
duplicates 17 i 4
transferred to branch from free
collection - main library 26 26
transferred to main library from
school collection 1 Ay 1
Total withdrawals 871 179 1 751
Missing at inventory, May & June 272 42 214
Total to be subtracted R43 221 1 1,065
Number of volumes July 1,19F 21,012 2,226 632 23,870
Binding
Volumes of periodicals bound 60

Number of books rebound

1,021



TABLE I1I
CIRCULATION STATISTICS, 1909-1910

Main Library Stations Sixth Ward School
Branch Total
Adult Juvenile Adult Juv  Adult Juv Collection

Periodicals 2,928 173 75 1 429 20 3,626
Philosophy 691 18 2 g s ' 715
Religion 722 224 4 38 3 147 200 1,338
Sociology 1,318 288 3 B0 190 1.849
Language 154 30 1 3 188
Science 829 1,040 Vs 4 145 i R 3,034
Useful arts 1,103 438 ; Sl 21 95 197 1,859
Fine Arts 1,799 362 6 5 1 76 2,282
Literature 3,383 908 3 18 | 23 112 1,613 6,060
Biography 1,173 464 16 26 61 164 628 2,432
Travel 1,800 1,402 25 34 ST 5078 1,414 4,788
History 2,193 1,857 42 56 S8 7B 1,265 5,522
Fairy tales 2,558 88 529 2,590 5,762
Foreign 940 ' 9 103 1,082
Music 420 420
Fiction 45,270 12,600 1,962 299 1,472 968 2.741 65,312
Total 64,723 22,362 2,152 600 2,200 2387 11,785 106,209
Rent collection . 075
Grand total _ 116,284
Total adult circulation 69,075
Total juvenile circulation 37,134

(continued on next page)



(Circulation Statistice, 1909-10, cont.)
Percentage of fiction circulated
Percentage of juvenile booke circulated
Number of days Main Library has been open for circulation
Average daily circulation - Main Library
Lérgest monthly circulation - Main Library, {January)
Smallest monthly circulation - Main Library, (September)
Pictures circulated
Number of books circulated to teachers

Lantern slides circulated

TABLE III

CIRCULATION STATISTICS OF BRANCE STATIONS, 1909-10

East End 7th Ward Greenbush

A J A J A Jd A
Periodicals 64 % 3 ) 75
Philosophy 2 2
Religion 8 + 30 E
Science 2 13 5 23 7
Useful arts 3 1l : 1
Fine atts 2 1 4 2 3]
Literature 2 4 : § 14 5
Biography 10 13 6 5 16
Travel 19 21 6 i85 2b
History 37 37 5 19 43
Fairy tales 32 53
Foreign bocks 5 4 9
Fiction 1,434 346 164 182 135 1962

6l.5

35
310
281
8,768
5,523
802
2,766
256

Egtal
Jd

‘ 5 76
2
38 42
36 43
4 5
> 9
18 31
26 42
34 59
56 38
85 85
9
299 2,261

Total 1,498 425 296 220 304 2,152 600 2,752

—— . S — - - —

e



TABLE IV ~
RENT COLLECTION

Number of volumes in collection July 1, 1209 333
Additions by purchase 424 :
Trareferred to Main Library 339
Traneferred to Sixth Ward Branch 8
Total transferred 347
Left in collesction 77 77

Number of volumes in collection July 1, 1S10 410

Circulation : 10,075

Unexpended balance July 1, 1209 *30.43

"Receipts 505.75 :
Expenditures 413.69 .
Unexpended-balance July 1, 1910 £120.49

TABLE V

REGISTRATION, 1209-1910

. o —— i B e e e . S | e . T

Adult Juvenile Total
Number of readers July 1, 1909 8,012 4,162 12,174
Additions:
New readers ' 1,481 716 2,197
Re-~registrations 326 184 510
Total 9,819 5,062 14,881
Withdrawals:
Cards expired, re-registered 326 184 510
Cards edpired, not re-register-
i ed 1,009 676 1,685
Cards cancelled 221 16 257
Card not withdrawn before
July 1, 1909 i 2
Total 1,557 876 2,433

Number of readers July 1, 1910 8,362 4,186 12,448



TABLE VI .
FINANCE, 1909-1910

Unexpended balance July 1, 1909

Receipts: -

City appropriation, Jen. 1, 1910 £10,000.00

American Library Ass'n, rent 225.00
Library School, rent of rooms 499.£6
Town of ladison for library privilege 25.00
Postals 71
Hew cards 11.85
Fines 3R81.51
Rent of club room 18.850
Subscriptions from non-residents 4.00
Lost books 12.1&
Books sold + 28
Waste paper sold 20.51
Expenditures:

Books - Main library ; $1,142.39
School duplicate collection 207.2R
Supplies and printing 366.04
Salaries 3,031.50
Furniture 67 .65
Pinding 41%.74
Repairs and improvements 269.97
t'agazines 222.06
canitor service 9R2.R4
Fuel 839.79
Light 38R ,24
Janitor and toilet supplies 37.66
Express, freight and drayage 36 .39
Postage 17.63
Eranch ~ books and periodicals 247 .45
Service 90.74
Furniture and fixtures 18.60
Rent 40.00
Supplies and printing 22.00
Light 9.21

¥en's Reading Room
Periodicals 36.97
Service 80.00
Furniture and fistures 112.30
Miscellaneous 1.40
Miscellaneous 70 .40

Unexpended balance July 1, 1910

$8,313.06

$11,199.04

%9,828,25
$3,6R3.85
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