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on the lumber mills directly or | ; 
indirectly. When the heat against 
him and his church became so bad 

. that teachers in the public school | ; 
were teaching the evils of Catholi- 
cism; that the priest was a “black- 
robed Devil who got drunk every 
morning” Father Minwegen had 
enough. He went to Chicago and |: 
directly to the president of the |) 
lumber mill. There he found, if not | | 
a spiritual kindred soul, a man | ! 
who believed in equality for. all | | 
men regardless of race or creed. : 

THE WORD WENT out:to the | 
mill that any members, belonging A] 

‘to the Klan would have their em- |; 
ployment’ terminated. ‘ Cornell 
took the hint and the Klan ‘was |: 
through. sky ; 

But not before clansmen burned |.) 
a cross on the lot across from the | ° 
home Father Minwegen occupied. |; 
He still got the last blow ‘in | 5 
against the .Klan. He purchased || 
the lot where the cross had been 
burned ‘and erected Holy Cross '| | 
Catholic church. Hel 

Born'‘at Kemnich, Germany, |! 
June 27, 1881; Father Minwegen | | 
was the first of ten children born | ; 
toa stiontecnes and his’ wife. He 
studied for the priesthood in Hol- 
land and Huenfeld, near Fulda, 
Germany, and was ordained in 
1907. His first assignment after 
ordination was in Alberta, Cana- 
da, where he carried the word of 
God: to the thousands of immi- 
gas Pouring into Canada from / 

jurope. el 
During World War I when Ger- 

man-born residents of Canada 
were bane persecuted for their 
German backgroundé, Father 
Minwegen moved on to the United 
States, to the La Crosse Diocese 
and then to Cornell’ 

After ‘service in Wisconsin 
where he built Sonate Hoes ‘and 
churches at Cornell and Jim Falls, | 
Father Minwegen moved to Illi- 
nois where he built and directed. 
St. Henry’s Seminary at Belleville, _ 
and then to other charges until the 
last one before active retirement .|' 
ae Joseph’s church in Orient, 
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