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The following 12 subjects can be obtained in 

colours from the Publisher, ‘‘ The Bystander,” 

Tallis House, Whitefriars, E.C., at 1/-. each, 

post free £/3 :— 

: 1. “No possible doubt whatever.” 
2. “I’m sure they'll ’ear this damn thing 

squeakin’,” 
3. “A Maxim Maxim.” 

4. “ Keeping his hand in.” 
r, 5. ‘That evening star shell.” 

6. “Where did that one go to?” 
: 7. “The thirst for reprisals.” 

8. “The things that matter.” 
g. ‘‘So obvious.” 

1o. “The innocent abroad.” 
11. “Well, if you knows of a better ’ole, go to it.” 
12. “Coiffure in the trenches.”



Z * 
FOREWORD: 8y the Editor of 

“THE BYSTANDER” 
TT =a ew |S the first volume of ‘Fragments from France” achieved 

7 QE |} a success so far in excess of expectation—over a quarter 
(< of a million copies have already been sold, and the sale 

(GZ IX) is still progressing—Captain Bairnsfather needs no 
AMS Ae (5, introduction in his second volume, which we believe will 

> LWV7D ~ | rival the first in popularity. He has become a household 
z ES) S| word—or perhaps one should say a trench-hold word. 
——$-—$— Who is ever the worse for a laugh? Certainly not the 

soldier in trench or dug-out or shell-swept billet. Rather may it be said 
that the Bairnsfather laughter -has acted in thousands of cases as an antidote 
to the bane of depression. It is the good fortune of the British Army to 
possess such an antidote, and the ill-fortune of the other belligerents that they 
do not possess its equivalent. 

A Scots officer, writing in 
the Edinburgh Evening News, hits 
the true sentiment towards 
Bairnsfather of the Army in > 
France when he writes : ad 

“To us out here the ‘Fragments’ ey 

are the very quintessence of life. We sit oe 

moping over a smoky charcoal fire in a sy rs 

dug-out. Suddenly someone, more wide- - \ : 

awake than others, remembers the > 1 
‘Fragments.’ Out it comes, and we i» ye. 
laugh uproariously over each picture. For ae y \ « 
are these not the very things we are ne y i 

witnessing every day, incidents full of Wi ene Ne » 

tragic humour? The fed-up spirit you . m 
see on the faces of Bairnsfather’s pictures “ * 
is a sham—a mask beneath which there a ; i 

lies something thatis essentially British.” ae oy ie 

In a communication — re- La 
ceived by Captain Bairnsfather 4 
an eminent Member of Parlia- Lees ; 
ment writes: ‘“ You are rising to Leaphart oe 
be a factor in the situation, just ? '_.. (i 4 
as Giilray was a factor in the [> "=e  #[]Ree age 
Napoleonic wars.” The differ- ST a — ie 

ence is, however, that instead of ee | aoe 
turning his satire exclusively : He Sg ee 
upon the enemy, as did Gillray, : . ts, 
Captain Bairnsfather turns his : : a Pas ; 
—good-humouredly always—on s. : : 
his fellow-warriors. This habit ie Ke, ey 

of ours of making fun of ourselves ” 
. Se CAPTAIN BRUCE BAIRNSFATHER y 

has come by now to be fairly rls Hlaceres eras teacen ae the Feoutidless lien auarise oe aerale 
well understood by even the most Hott ee timc aad ie Reeiag'e tin oat « Balaclave 
sensitive and serious-minded of helmet, and same-boore. cummed Nelyapcticd, Mat is a hole made



our continental friends and neighbours. It hardly needs nowadays i 
to be pointed out that it is a fixed condition of the national life that 
wherever Britons are working together in any common object, whether in 
school, college, profession, or even warfare, they must never appear to be 
regarding their occupation too seriously. Those who know us—and who, 
nowadays, has the excuse for not knowing us, seeing how very much we 4 
have been discussed ?—understand that our frivolity is apparent and not ’ 
real. Because we have the gift of laughter; we are no less appreciative of : 
grim realities than are our scowling enemies, and nobody knows that better 
in these days than those scowling enemies themselves. 

Their hymns of hate and prayers for punishment have been impotent { 
expressions of exasperation at our coolness, deliberation and inflexible determi- : 
nation—qualities they had deluded themselves before the war into believing 
would prove all a sham before the first blast of frightfulness. They told ; 
themselves that, a war once actually begun, the imperturbable pipe-smoking 
John Bull would be transformed into a cowering craven. More complete 3 
confusion of this falsé belief is nowhere to be found then in these two volumes 
of “Fragments.” It ranks as a colossal German defeat that successive ' 
bloodthirsty assaults upon us by land, sea and air should produce a Bairnsfather, 
depicting the ‘contemptible little Army,” swollen out of all recognition, 
settling humorously down to war as though it were the normal business of life. i 

“Fed up”? Yes, that is the word by which to describe, if you like, the 
prevalent Bairnsfather expression of countenance. But the kind of weariness 
he depicts is the reverse of the kind that implies “give up.” 4u contraire, mes 
amis! The “fed-up” Bairnsfather man is a fixture. “J’y suis,” he might 
exclaim, if he spoke French, “et i/ m’embéte que jy suis. Je voudrais que je n'y sois 
pas. Mais j’y suis, et, mes bons camarades, par tous les dieux, j’y reste!” 

If the enemy should read in the words “fedup” a sign that our tenacity is 
giving out, he reads it wrong; grim will be the disillusionment of any hopes he 
may build upon his misreading, and even grimmer the anger ‘of those whom 
he may have deluded. 

These verdammte Englander are never what they seem, but are always 
something unpleasantly different. We are the Great Enigma of the war, and 
in our mystery lies our greatest strength. Let us be careful not to lose it, 
Those who would have us simplify ourselves upon the continental model, and 
present to the world a picture of sombre seriousness, are asking us to change 
our national character. Cromwell asked the painter to paint him, “ warts and 
all.” Bairnsfather sketches us—smiles and all. And who would take the 
smiles off the “ dials” of the figures you will see on the pages that follow? 

Ky 
t CAF. 7 
Sea
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Those Superstitions 
Private Sandy McNab cheers the assembly by pointing out (with the aid of his pocket almanac) that it is = 

Friday the 13th and that their number is one toe many
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The Professional Touch 
‘* Chuck us out that bag 0’ bombs, mate; it’s under your ’ead ” 8
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The Conscientious Exhilarator 
“Every encouragement should be given for singing and whistling.” —(Extract from a ‘ Military Manual.” iS 1S iS Ty 

That painstaking fellow, Lieut. Orpheus, does his best, but finds it uphill work at times



16 “‘The Bystander’s” Fragments from France " 

Se ee =e pa S es 
: a aN OS RE hk 

nies a 
RGEA x0 Noun ved BE a? | 
Saag (aot aoe : Gee Ae f 

ds a a: EE 
ee ee ee 

of ee 

| : 

i 3 t { 

oe one S > oe a ( fm J \ . : kN rh ; 
} es re , agi 

: | ao a \ \ 4 ta Bis : 

ha Pp es 
Ak \ a m6 CU 6h “A oe i. i fl 

; ‘ ‘ Ve | fi 
Cs fs ~~ : f ee , M il was Lh wr: a 

? a ‘Ay rary tad Y Pe Nl 3 eo f | ae ERS 
e AE ae Es > A 
S22 Se - ee a7] be oy Re i 

ud PE Porn| ie i ye 

age i Boe’ [oy . GR a. “ Hi — ~e 7 Pe) pie: F Pete, — La 5 

bet > Ye Ap fi mf | in He! re 
MPI s wy j : € i v he q 

be Rae : ye : & ee 
ie 4 ay Xx a V4 Se SS ® Ps ‘ a t af ; Pe) bx . 

at wer we a Ps 

The Nest 
“’Ere, when you’re finished, ’ll borrow that there top note of yours to 

clean the knives with.’’
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Immediate and Important! 
Never has Private Smith’s face felt so large and smooth as when he hands 

his Captain the following message at what he feels is an unsuitable moment : 
The G.O.C. notices with regret the tendency of all ranks to shave the upper 

lip. This practice must cease forthwith”
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Other Times, Other Manners 
: The Decline of Poetry and Romance in War
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Happy Memories of the Zoo ‘ 

** What time do they Feed the Sea-Lions, Alf ?”’
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Observation 
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“Ave a squint through these ’ere, Bill; you can see one of the ——-——’s eatin 
a sausage as clear as anythin’ ” : 

Hi
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Letting Himself Down 

Having omitted to remove the elastic band prior to descent, Herr Franz von 
Flopp feels that the trial exhibition of his new parachute is a failure



22 — “Tre Bystand Fragments from France — 23 

q J 

if { / 
a i } 

FZ Ce | 
a fae // / ij 

; i, Waid f if] 
Fe ; ' fay} | 

3 yi | | b 
‘< hei \ 

ie ie <A 

a a if 
; 3 i eae j 

\ Gap i 
* bay § 

rei A ; q \ 
5 oie 4 ‘ i 

a q Vi y ; ‘ 

a 4 4 bi i of = a Ve» 

i bi Me si ' PL : 
- aaa ‘ me by % Va eae = 

s a q fam ane he 0@ i 
ee ; . Wen ag eer a oe ae 

: e 1 aa GP ene, . 
ha : a Ge a ER a SE 

i : Bis et ‘ fe Be ae 

: . a t ‘ NG te Lo i 

{ - _s oe a maa ‘¥ ‘ 4 DO Nay aaa : : 
. Gees oa Z ie va : { ay a. = : 

ae Bihan cy ws ‘g ’ ‘Ne pty 3 | (AR eoenre er 
Pe ay ie a oi >. ae : ee: a 

% a oe ay a é po f F e ie Bain 
ee — i es foo ea “ a ny 
cr <a of i : . : .— f Ce ee | 

ae . s ok : naa ae | 

; : witelingse eng eS Fh is Dy ce | | a pe nee es —— | em / > (Mee We lie aoe Soe Sg a eee iene a Coty eo yee Be, alll yd ean TT ag OT a —— Re = ia Ry. ) ity Gee satierie 

Cue liste ae hy \ Ss Fi ek he a if we a ee 
ri. <= er | Sa yo 4 ‘Sn. en | a ee oS ae 

‘ . fi ¢ sy a ~ Ce . . . (¢ 4) = ~ - . pat i Py oe . ie nen : S : — 

sit f Ay A o*) * it RI Ces ‘fae eee SP Seagate ete ety eg ea 
on & BN: aa Pi oN A eee CO." a - Ry P i ms aes pap en a SE e 

Be cle Pe. oS ae ' com | eo NY Y % oa ee singe a 
Lot. Sie SS Eee je ae PS -_ ies Yi , >> : ; sy ea Seg 

wee es swan : fl SW ae, cD) . © : eS Se Tee, ag “es a 
a PP ee Se a ee r . on a , a Sel, ee - > oe oh 7 E ieg : ey 
i aX “Sa Sa / f - a a i Ian ‘ ee ay ae On 

ee = iam oo, ui oe ee Ne saree: SOR eR oh " lites a 
‘ tin he WS a A \ ee Age gia ee EOE a gett —— . mc San i RIS cae ec he ae 

f ae gs 2 cyan Raia om was G is b : ig og: Rates aera Peet aie Sa a ‘ 

ma a of ae Res oar om ete ee Brit ie Py oa i 2 i: Aa — Bos 

aC — ee 6 c- : i eS o> vac ee ROMY a Yn 
- sr pets ates oi Ss RN » do Sie Oaeas || SE SSE at ET Fe RL Nr 8 uaa Cetin ds ‘ er thas 
eas See Sy ae ap Ce ok eae ee ee ay Se ne Pee 
oo i | ae \ We ee, ret ee galt ha. 

ee Aine ae pee —ae = Pd bi pe ete Rat ey A Me 2 eg ee i oY 
Reece ee we eC. een seney Taney ase aly eos a Pete EN Ne go a Ope Sin. Mae 
Sane eee Prue naa eT a ok ol, Aa RS Bee a a ee a ae eee OS ee SD ae S 
Ba eae ee eI Nee Somme iitinninnetiee iinet ge SS a ae 
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Old Saws and New !? Plings——By Bairnsfather 
° . s a DNi. . 5, 

There is certainly a lot of truth in that Napepmc maxim, “An army moves on its stomach” La 
: aes a. : -- -
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His Dual Obsession 
Owing to the frequent recurrence of this dream, Herr Fritz von Lagershifter 
has decided to take his friends’ advice: Give up sausage late at night and 

brood less upon the possible size of the British Army next spring
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~The Communication Trench 
: Reais 4 : 

ProsLemM—Whether to walk along the top and risk it, or do another mile of this:
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Valuable Fragment from Flanders: It All Comes to This in Time j 

“This interesting fragment, found near Ypres (known to the ancients as i 
_ Wipers), throws a light on a subject which has long puzzled science, i.e., what 4 

was the origin and meaning of those immense zigzag slots in the ground 3 
stretching from Ostend to Belfort? There is no doubt that there was some i 

inter-tribal war on at this period.”—Extract from “The Bystander,’ A.D. 4916 q
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In Nineteen Something: General Sir Ian Jelloid at Home 
Having picked up this cherished possession for a mere song at a sale near 
Verdun, the General has now let his country seat, “Shrapnel Park,” and says 
he finds the new abode infinitely cheaper, and not a bit draughty, if you keep 

the breech closed
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Nobbled 
‘“*Ow long are you up for, Bill P” = 

: «*Seven years ” 
‘© Yer lucky ——, I’m duration”
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The Intelligence Department : 
. : 2. Briti2zte OPGewtnD. 

‘*TIs this "ere the Warwicks?’-*« ““““'= Vv 
‘*Nao. ’Indenburg’s blinkin’ Light Infantry ” y
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Pushfulness at Plug Street 
Colonel Ian Jelloid, of the Blobshire Rifles, being an energetic and businesslike 

man, believes in advertising as an antidote to stagnant warfare
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His Secret Sorrow 
“*T reckon this bloke must ’ave caught ’is face against some of them forts 

; at Verdun!”
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a _. That last half-hour before “going in” to the same trenches for the 200th time . _
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That first half-hour after ‘‘coming out’’ of those same trenches
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War ! 
— As it is for most of us
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A Matter of Moment 
‘“* What was that, Bill P” 
‘© Trench mortar” 
‘* Ours or theirs?”
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The New Submarine Danger 

Phe : eee ergs 
‘* They'll be torpedoin’ us if we stick ’ere much longer, Bill



WEEKLY : @ SEVENPENCE ; 
re Me i eee ih ee Fe 
a 

7 

THE BYSTANDER _ 
cheers you up. i 

THE BYSTANDER 

; is the favourite with the boys at the a 
front. a 

LHe BYSTANDER = 

discovered Capt. BarrnsraTHER, ‘the a 
soldier who makes the Empire laugh.” 3 

THE BYSTANDER: 3 

has the exclusive right of publishing ; 
Bairnsfather’s inimitable “ Fragments. a 

from France.” ‘“Blanche’s”’ Letter, “In a 

7 England Now,” Illustrated by Miss = © 
Helen McKie. ‘ Jingle” and Norman 
Morrow at the Theatre. } 

THE BYSTANDER | 
has views of its own and a pithy, candid a 

j and cynical way of expressing them. 4 

THE BYSTANDER: q 
: is the right size for the train, the trench. ‘” 

and the camp. j 

THE BYSTANDER , : 
you ought to buy for “someone, Z 

somewhere.” a 

a ; ‘THE PUBLISHER WILL TERMS United Kingdom. Canada. Elsewhere.. 4 

PEM eye ae eee 12 months post free. £1 15 0 $1 19 6 2°20) ; 
4 CEIVE INSTRUCTIONS | 

4 ty 

.| TO POST COPIES TO fee 

ANY PART OF THE a 

WORLD Orders with Remittance to— " 

THE PUBLISHER, TALLIS HOUSE, WHITEFRIARS, LONDON, EC, (7 

2 4
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Con Moto Perpetuo 4 
‘*Our Bert” (going on leave—having asked a question, and having listened to 

three minutes’ unintelligible eloquence) ; ‘‘ And ‘ow does the chorus goP”
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. 
The Saint 

That indiscriminating orb, the moon, gives Private Scattergood a saintly appear- 
ance, sadly out of keeping with his thoughts. He’s filling 100 sandbags at 11 p.m.



“FRAGMEN Ss” 

“FRAGMENTS jon FRANCE” may now be had in a 

the following styles and prices :— q 

. 
DE LUKE LI TION ; 

"A selection of favourite “ Fragments,” specially printed, P 
suitable for framing. 32 pictures in handsome cover. q 

5/6 post free. a 

SHILLING EDITION q 
« No. 1 Series. 300,000 copies already sold. The popular q 

edition for the boys in the trenches, in hospital, or in camp, q 

1/3 post free. j 

m OST CARDS Senses oT ; 
as Sets of 6 different “Fragments,” beautifully produced in 4 

photogravure. “4 

8d. per set, post free. a 

Nos. 1 to 12 now ready. Please send for list. ” 

1/3 each, or the set of 12, 13/- post free. ] 

- ORDERS WILL BE DESPATCHED TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD ON RECEIPT 3 
. OF INSTRUCTIONS AND REMITTANCE. a 

ee: a ee a ? eee eee SS 

THE PUBLISHER j 

“FRAGMENTS jrvom FRANCE,” TALLIS HOUSE, WHITEFRIARS, / 

LONDON, E.C. 4
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: The Things that Matter. 
Scene: Loos, during the September offensive. 

Colonel Fitz-Shrapnel receives the following message from " G.H,Q.""s 

“Please let us know, as soon as possible, the number of tins of raspberry 

jam issued to you last Friday.”



: POST CARD: 
% é ee pte Address only to be here. Printed in 
3 ; England. 

j pam 

& ‘ ie: 
& 5 
g 8 

¢ 2 
s & 

5 | 
a ' : : a



A a a, ; 

fi £ a (Nem 
: 

\ te oo te \ 
: 

\t ee Ay } »..) 
\ \" helt q ra 1. ee: 

sw Bee 
‘ee ~ 

a <a 
“i ieee 1S oy 

ee Pee) v ! 

- ~ ui ee ANS, i\y ay M4 

ts Lars et : 
) ie \\ Pom 

ee = viens 3 “Ne 
; 

aD 2 
: Fn nae i De Mes ” ° 7 Py 

<i ae ae 1 

2, be  * x | ? 

Ss % = ay x A ia 3B oy 

Kee 3 Fi: ya OO gis ieee ee GS 

oS ie So. ae. 
7s <— oy Bree Rawnsley 

wo ae 
e 

. 

Bystander eopyright Raat aaa 

‘ Fire should be withheld till a favourable target presents itself,”
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Novice (persistent optimist): “‘ Oh, all right. "Ad to get out and rest a bitnow and



POST CARD. a 
a The Address only to be here. Printed io 

3 England. 

3 | 

: i 
Z $ 

a uf 3 3 

: a : 2 

‘ 
a



as aaa ie a aa 4 Sie ee A Paty eis. us Bi aa ONT RY | 

, 5 
NVZ 
aN. 

: : 
| : | 

: 

Mi HE 

ao — > ws = — 

SS Sy et 
Pe aa 1 

> fe _ 

iow ote a 7 pe 

2 SAR oh eae a“ 

ss ee i Pais (alan > 
ih io a eR 
Rystander copyright THAT EVENING STAR-SHELL 

“ Oh, star of eve, whose tender beam 
Falls on my spirit’s troubled dream.” — 7annhduscr.
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