
728 State Street   |   Madison, Wisconsin 53706   |   library.wisc.edu

Biographical and statistical history of the
city of Oshkosh, Winnebago Co., Wisconsin :
its early history, progress, and present
condition.  1867

Oshkosh [Wis.]: Finney and Davis, (Northwestern Office), 1867

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/XGCECBFGTB7H283

Images may be copied by individuals for personal use, research or teaching
purposes, or other "fair use" as defined by U.S. copyright law

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.



(| SVN alt d 

: a _ HISTORY OF THE | 

r| CITY OF OSHKOSH 

i | | 

a | 

i | 
2 
a 
F | 0 = 

i 

2 3 

—” 

Ort) | 
( 

{ uc | 
| Bols 

a : | 

. 

i I 
|



~ OSHKOSH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

REFERENCE ONLY 4 
Not to be taken the Library 

Css no Es z. 
Copy no. . .cop.2.. 148849. - 

ETRY Sie Se sis. 

a ly 
} OSHKOSH PUBLIC LIBRARY 4 

i OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN q 
at 

a 

md yh CY | 

| cd a a



Wistoricat OFFree i 
CAND PEECEDENPE 

| Denst Circulate) ~ 
! = Do Not Take From This Room 

} | 

! : a f 
Ho i 

| ai? H { 
i ‘ ; 
| f 

t 
i 

| 

i 

ri 

; 
i 

{



Bae tae ee AS ia 

ets PN 7 ss se a ames ha 

pee ages 
re ae: Pr ae es 

. cS ; ce por ree aes 0 RRA a ans ba 

SUNG Er ie is Bn 
ae ih eo oe oe 

Pee, eek geet 
ais Sais 

Poe: ae oe Eon 
weed ae 

ee ae, 

Ce 
pes the Spe ea 

oe Bae Gate 
© ee args 

ae 

; a soe Vo 
ae i oe 

Pt uN ae ey 

i Fresca a Ae ig Rete ve oe Ee a Copa oe a 
ce 

Aeon caer 
Aa aie Redeo 

oe we ge Hee es 3 ee: we 
Raa 

es fe, 
ee 

‘go ae Gants 
Bae Dee ne 

6 eae ane Sea 
eh 1 Siar 

ee a a Rare, 
eet gt = 

ee kG Sampak ee gee ls 
le oe Rie “haa 

a 
ge 

pas 
Lee einer Sen: aes 

Sa 

SO og Same ne AGS 8 Se Boca Cee 
ek, os x 

fader cant GQineer BTR an ARS, Bae Sear OES 
ae oN 

= ee 
2 e oe eae hea ean nae Bis et fe Na 

eS ee ue 
sa Bren Se 

Perea a eee ae 

rie XN fn ae aes 
Regen 

see ee 
ao 

ied aa ite es ares 
errs 

Bae tee: ey, ane Baie Me 
an oe 

oe ae 
aes beh ae ea at eae 

Ray 
fete: Arie 

Re Peer 
ks othe ee 

el) 
Bae 

a ata eee Be en egy 
j i N

e 

ee mee 
ne Ban 

ek pelt ne ae 

me eee suey ale Aes aS Ravan tee 
ae eG a cs 

a peers 
SOO aaa ns eee oat 

Rites 
eee Pes Pes cae ve ts a Pie Betis 

ee ah 

Bi ieee AORN eaten eed 
Ks (ae: eas 

8, 

: ce 
‘ oe ing Rt 

of eG ae wae wea Sanat Bg 

6 
ew a fei eee 

Ba cee ae ep ueh a a Peg 

ae peti ee ae ae 
Eas Ae lat eal eayy, a 

by Fi RARE eT 
ee bead gman oe: 

ap 

PERS ee ae re: 
ee pecs 

ee 
oe 

ee aes me ase ee.
 
Dee 

i OES 

eae sete aah pee a eae ign tee Tog ae 

es wine = tae a 
es ee 

ah gee o 

Lo ne sure ee ae i ee yi aa, ie de 

BITES: reas 2A Tae a Sib eae pant 
Saas ae, a 

ae te 

if 5 Bi; ac eer Pe Ni # at 
ee sWOe yf See VE 

nea 

err oy SC Ly et 
ee ay ae 

Seer ies ee 

ee e
e oe eee 

Cae 
ieee 

ah ee ge Ane a ae oe 
ec 

ay eae hor ea 
DN Cian 

eet 

eee. 
Rees cs sare Roh fin ora se 

ate a ie ee 
re 

Bee: 2 
ba he ee 

al ce 
ae ea 

eer 

csi ES ey aaa face tae 
AG Ee 

ak ‘ oe 

ee 
ee cay Was Sire as A 

- 

os ae 
i iy ee Gee N ae 

iS pels 
*: s mee 3 oo 

eee se Aa ata Pg es Cie a ; i an a 

Bes ae ne De ei ees che ’ : 

ea rn ee a ae ae a eee 
oe ee ae a ie 

Bact 
gee eee 

ae os 

BY ety! ORE ig Pcie ets a ae i eg Se 
& - o 

Pare tk vibe cdr dee ry oe aa a o : i 

1 pee 
prety! 

pet gee ts Aga 
ee anne 

pre: se 

ee mee ee Pee 
ise eens 

oe 

a 
gy ae 

5 pce Neg 5 oa EAC ae Dae: 

ce 
oo : oe a 

ae ne Ee gh Oe 4 

Reise os Sg ae 
Eerie Sef ea J para ueee oeice ae oa 

Ee “ : . a hee a pea NO a cee Seon 

eee iit cg Coes cen oe tee hee oe L a oo ae Re 5 ae Fie 
oY ener 

Ta 
ae 7 ae aa 

Pe Cane 
a ee Pt 

Bs — 
a ao oe hee ee 

Sian eae ee ee Bisse) ey | 

a pee oe, 
eit ek: e oa 

f a = 

Pies eis 
Math Siar 

wie 
ts Pee pa 

ee CAE 
22 Mas eignse 

faa 

a te ay i 
ae 

a Boe ae 
i ee Sein pk ees aa pee 

Ae ae 

nee os i 
ee 

es a 2 

in A Rate, 
Fema s PAE 

tS. ay See: 
Cage eats Bua 

Dee 3 AP hee bea aa ies 
Lee 

oe 

PRONG 
BOE fe ae i hoa 

oe eeu roe. ae 

At Rea BET ec eee eee 
eve) 

atin sedi 
let 

eae a 

gag ie ae Se fon aes oy ee sa es et ae 

Sos 
Na eS a a 

| ee ee Bea LAGU ig Seat a 

ike ee ah Soca cen White a Cant 

ee me ae Fa ed



tao. ee 

| BIOGRAPHICAL AND STATISTICAL | 

fe 
| oe. Lis. (Ot Y | 

| OF THE 

| 
_ CITY OF OSHKOSH, | 

WINNEBAGO CO., WISCONSIN. 

1 | 
oe 

| 

| ITS EARLY HISTORY, PROGRESS, AND PRESENT | 

i CONDITION. | 
| by Harns, 0. | 

| PREPARED FOR, AND PUBLISHED IN THE | 

| “NORTHWESTERN.” | 
\| 

| 

/ wn | 
l] | 

FINNEY & DAVIS, PUBLISHERS. i 

| CHR Htaric A | 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901 \| 

OSHKOSH: : | 

| Race een ae ae



977 545, 

977, 56S 

Bols 
Cop. 2 

M.D Jene att vc : 

|



OSHKOSH. 

In presenting to the readers of the| and sufferings were not wholly vicari 
Northwestern the Early History and pro} ous, for they had their aims and objects 

gress of Oshkosh, I have had to draw] to accomplish, from which they derived 

_ largely on Lapham’s Early History of] enjoyment. They had much even to 
Wisconsin; Mitchel & Osborn’s History} amuse and gratify; they were, as is ever 

of Winnebago County; Wisconsin His-] the case in the settlement of all new 

torical Collections; and the Documentary | countries, free from the trammels and 
History of the State. But these data,} conventionalities of society, that do so 

though important, are all matters of} much to hinder or prevent true rational 
history, and wishing to give much that| enjoyment. A beneficent Being watch- 
is not written, as the prominent feature] ed over and protected them from all the 

ot the work in hand, I have had to call} dangers to which they were exposed, and 

to my aid many of our older citizens} feeling that reliance on Him, they look- 
whose recollections of the past are still] ed forward to their future homes in 

fresh, concerning the events of their] unswerving confidence. 

early life. The history of one, is the] To write a history of a past age, or of 

history of the many, for the strong tie| a generation passed by, iscomparatiyely 
of sympathy, in times of hardships and| an easy task; for then the data, defined 

deprivations incident to the first settle-| and accessible in national and state ar- 

ment of every place, bound all firmly] chives, is less conflicting and more 

together as one family, having common] reliable; although contemporaneous his- 

interests, and a common and unselfish] tory and incidents of every day life of 

motive, that of building up a new city,| the early settler, are more difficult in 

that should be their future homes. The| compilation,they are better appreciated, 

1if¥ of, every one thus engaged is an| and read with greaterinterest. Taking 

eventful one, whose trials and hardships| this view of it, I can only hope to pre- 

can never be fully written. sent such a History as will be of inter- 
With this purpose in view, my chief] est to the many whose memories can 

reliance must be on those who have] attest the facts therein related. 

passed through the ordeal of carly life} | Thousands of seenes and incidents in 

in this new country, and with great] the history of Oshkosh are common to 

kindness and ardor, they have given me} that of every other new town; differing 

ali the aid in their power. Of these, it somewhat by the close connection of the 

may be said, they have hardly passed] past and the present of our 

the middle age, and they are yet among| city. These scenes in which there isa 

us and stand among the most prominent,| thrilling interest, many of them were 

and respected of our citizens. Toevery| but as yesterday, and still fresh in the 

one of these, through whose untiring| minds of our older citizens. 

efforts so much has been achieved, we} The Indian, as it were, has but just left 

owea debt of gratitude. Yet their trials] us, and where but a few short yearsago, 

\* 3849
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was the Red man, his village, his plant- | great confederacy in 1848, and now we 

ing grounds; his council fires and his | see it take the proud position of one of 

war dances; and where were heard the | the sister states of the Union, with ad- 

monotonous drum or the shrill war | vantage of soil, climate, mineral wealth, 

whoop—are now our proud city, team- | exhaustless pine forests, and facilities of 

ing with a busy and a prosperous peo- | commerce, second to none in the Union. 

ple, commerce and manufactures, noble: EARLY VOYAGES. 

- School and church edifices, and ah As early as the year 1654, more than 

abode of civilization and refinement, | two hundred years ago, was the first 

have thus quickly taken the place of | visit of the white man,to this place, 
the wild enchantments of aboriginal life | of which we have any knowledge, in 

Before entering upon the immediate | his endeavors to find the great river- 
purpose in view, it seems necessary to | In 1659 another French trader, being 

consider, though briefly, some of the | actuated by a desire to find a passage 

motives and incentives that led to the | across the State, as well as to trade with 

discovery and early settlement of this |the Indian for his Furs, traversed the 
part of the country; and in doing so, the | great wilderness between Lake Superior 

early history of this place being so in-|and Green Bay. But not until 1669, 

timately connected with others in this | was a permanent trading post establish- 
part of the State, I find it proper to|ed at that place. From that time on, 

speak of and dwell at some length on | the starting point being Green Bay, 

their importance, being initial points to | many trading and exploring parties 

the settlement of this. Green Bay was| were drawn here by the facilities pre- 
the entrepot for all those who came for | sented in our navigable rivers, of resch- 

trade and traffic here for several years |ing the Mississippi. Lake Michigan 

Those who came to settle here, first | was then called Illinois Lake, and the 

came to that place, gradually but surely, | first voyage on its west shore was in 

to find a place more suited to their) 1670, when a Frenchman by the name 

ideas of western settlements, farther up | of Perrot made a voyage from Green Bay 

the river. to Chicago, An overland route was at- 
At that time Wisconsin was a wild, | tended with difficulties, as the country 

unknown, and mostly an unexplored south of this was filled with a warlike 

region. Its people consisted solely of | Tee of savages. Milwaukee was occu- 

the yarious Indian tribes, who follow- | Pied by the Mascoutin and Kickapoo 
ed the chase or the war path, unmind- | Indians, who were ever distrustful of 

ful of, and indifferent to, the many | the incursion of the white man. * 

transfers and changes through which | But to return to my narrative. In 

their country was passing. Since the | 1673 Marquette started trom Green Bay 

times to which I shall allude; in a | (called Puans), up the Lower and Upper 

period of about 166 years, the country, | Fox, to the Wisconsin; thence down 

now Wisconsin, has been under the | that river reaching the Mississippi, be- 

government of France 93 years; of Great | ing the first successful voyage across the 

Britain, 31 years; of Virginia and Ohio | country, and the first discovery of the 

6 years; of Indiana 9 years; of Illinois 9 | upper waters ofthat river. It is diffi- 

years, and lastly, of Michigan 18 years.| cult to conceive a more difficult or 

It was organized as a Territory in 1886, | hazardous undertaking than the explor 

and asa State and a?member of the| ation of this country at that early day. 

of & s +, wep 
)



5 

Had the voyageures given to the world a [ate the French and English traders who 

complete diary of every day's trials and | delighted to sojourn for awhile. And 

dangers it would bea record of most | here alliances, offensive and defensive, 

thrilling interest. In 1680, this same | were formed, with the savage tribes in 

party passed through this country re- ae to facilitate their trading expedi- 
turning over the same route to the| tions. It was the focal point of numer- 

lakes. In 1689 another party passed | ous tribes of Indians. They had their 

westward over this route; and thence | villages in this neighborhood: their 

onward, for many years this became the | council fires, their talks and their 

favorite route for all those who from | treaties; their corn huskings, and their 

love ot adventure, or incited by el ast dances, and for many years these 

lucrative trade with the Indians, sought | rivers drew to their banks many power- 
to find the great river. The trade in| ful and often antagonistic tribes. And 

furs was immense, but there is no data|thus many difficulties sprung up, in 

at hand to give the amount yearly taken | which the Frenchman was a participant, 

out of the country. So profitable was|andin his alliances with the Indian, 

it that many of those engaged in it were | had ever a purpose to subserve. In one 

men of great wealth; many of them jot his efforts to push on through the 

reared to luxury and ease, chose to|country of the Sacs and Foxes, these 

forego all the comforts of civilization | powerti and war-like nations opposed 

and spend a life of hardship and ad-/} him, when he allied himself to a large 

venture. band of the Menomonee and Chippewa 

But the great and most beneficial Indians and attacked the Sacs and Foxes 

result of this Fur trade with the Indians, |9¢ Butte des Morts, where they were 
was the settlement, thongh not till|Sttongly defended by _ ditches 
after many yearsjof this western country. | 824 three rows of palisades. This was 
It was to this inviting traffic that the |®bout the first of the last century. It 
great west, particularly Wisconsin, to a|W88 headed by De Lovigny and was 
large extent, owes its settlement. Thus | 8¢ of the most sanguinary conflicts of 
passed many years of adventure, of which we have any record in Indian 

trafic with the red man, and many stir- | Warfare. So strongly were they forti- 
ring scenes, the recital of which can | fied that the French leader deemed it 
only be found in traditionary stories, or | imprudent to attempt to carry their 

the wild legendary tales of the Indian, | Works by assault, and so commenced a 

The Fox and Wisconsin rivers with |¢S¥lar seige, and not until he had 
the easy portage ot Ft. Winnebago, now | blown up some part of their works, and 
Portage City, was the most convenient great slaughter had taken place on both 

passage to the western country and sides, that the beseiged consented to 

hence became the great highway ot the | S¥‘tender; the terms of surrender being 
adventurers of different nations, | faithtully carried out, and the captives 

What is now Winnebago county, | Protected. Here were several hundreds 

by the beauty of its scenery, salubrity of ofthe savages slain and buried, the 

climate and its broad and deep rivers, mounds covering the dead are yet promi- 
did not fail to attract the notice of these | Bent, giving to the spot the name of 
early visitors. It was for many years “Butte dee Morts,” (Hills of the Dead) 

their favorite resting place, and where MORAND’S EXPEDITIONS. 

the city of Oshkosh now stands,many} Another version which conflicts some- 
‘ 

| ‘



6 
what with the above is as follows: In| this “Little Bute,” on the points of 

speaking of the Tumuli, or mounds in- | land on what is now known as Little 

dicating the burial places of the dead | Butte des Morts Lake, a beautiful bay 
this writer says: “The tumulus at the | ora widening ofthe river just below 
great Butte des Morts, in Winnebago | Doty’s Island, between Neenah and 
county, has undoubtedly been erected; Menasha They had a village in which 

both as a burial place and a monument, | they were somewhat defended by 

it is literally the ‘hill of the dead.’ The | mounds and ditches, and annoyed the 
earth has not only covered the bodies of | traders by the exactions of tribute from 
warriors slain in battle, but it has been | every boat that passed up the river. 

raised up as a record of events disastrous | Their custom was on seeing boats ap- 

to the Outagamie (Fox) tribe of Indians, | proaching—and they were always on 

whose principal village at an early | the look out—to place a signal of a bunch 
period was at this place. This mound of grass on a pole, by day, and a torch 

is nevertheless to be considered of | hy night, being a demand to “heave to” 
modern structure, because the time of | and pay toll, which the boats had in- 

its erection, or at least the event which | variably to comply with or do worse, 

it commemorates, can be referred to, if | which was to run the gauntlet of the 

not in correct history, at least in tradi | Indians in their ambush along the shore. 
tionary account. Here it is said the|/go aggravating had these exactions 
Foxes had their stronghold, and from|pecome, that the navigation of the 

this point not only were predatory in-| river became one of extreme difficulty 

cursions made against the neighboring |and danger; consequently Capt. Mor- 

tribes, but the early French traders were and was ordered to disperse this hostile 

compelled to submit to exactions in their | tribe at whatever cost. He moyed up 

voyages along the Fox River. It thus | the river in his fleet of Durham boats, 

became necessary for the French to} canoes and barges, each boat having an 
inflict such punishment on them asj|oil cloth to cover its cargo, and 

should be the means of deterring them | when near the point he halted and sent 

in future from their depredations. Ac-|a detachment of men ashore to pass 

cordingly in 1706, an expedition under | around in rear of the savages, and to 

Capt. Morand, was fitted out and sent ie in concert. Those remaining in the 
against them at Little Butte des Morts | boats were all concealed under the oil 
In the attack upon them at this their | cloths, except two men, in order to take 

* stronghold, by surprise, more than eae enemy by surprise. He saw the 

thousand of their warriors perished; | well understood signal and the crouch 

and this event gives to the spot pie oe savages ready to enforce the de- 

name of “Little Butte des Morts.” mand, and ordered his boats to run 

CAUSE OF THE WAR. near shore, thereby throwing the In- 

The cause that led to this conflict | dians completcly off their guard, as they 

was the great hostility of the Foxes | saw rich booty in the great number of 

toward the French. The Foxes (called | the boats, and their unusual acquics- 

Outagamies) sometimes joined by the | ence in coming to land; when at asuita- 

Sauks (Sacs) had long held possession of | ble distance the signal was given and 

the banks of the Fox river and sought | the oil cloth covering was thrown of, 

every opportunity of making themselves | rose seyeral hundred well loaded mus- 

troublesome. Their stronghold was at | kets pouring their charge into the un- 

‘| i
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suspecting savages. The land detach- | demand was then made by the officer in 

ment came up, and being attacked front command of the detachment, and as 

and rear, the Indians were soon put usual met by some pretense, saying “be 

hore du combat; and but a part of their patient,” and other demonstrations in- 

number escaped. This remnant fled up | sulting to the pride of the Frenchman, 

the east bank of Lake Winnebago, and | when he fired upon and killed the head 

passing entirely around it, sought shel- | chief with whom he was parleying; and 
ter and aid from some straggling bands | again fired and killed a second chief; 

on the south shore of the Upper Fox. | from which grew the war above alluded 

The French forces followed and engaged | to, but not the rescue of the child. 
in several skirmishes along these rivers | As the French increased in numbers 
to the head waters of the Fox, thence the bitter feeling on the part of the In- 

down the Wisconsin to near its mouth, dians grew stronger, and many petty 
where the decisive battle was fought and conflicts arose, including at times sever- 

the savage Foxes,who had so long struck al tribes. Indian troubles was an al- 
terror to the weaker tribes, and so most unbroken series of events, the rec- 

much annoyance to the white man, were | ord of which is so imperfect and. tradi- 
slain — few being left except their ONES account, so conflicting, that itis 

women and children, This ended the | Possible to give anything like a cor- 
Fox war and nearly the Fox tribe. | ect history of them ; even if the lim- 

Ifo yas previo to thi ana get em age neld Ra 
which led to trouble with the Indians, z 

i man was to break down every obstacle 
the end being as above stated, another eh thei ead a traffi He aa 

matter small in the beginning trans-|,.  . Coa ea ea 3 ie a 
4 a . i dian, in other words, to sell their whis- - 

spired. The Sauks and Foxes dwelt Bl RoRdehen ahd Uueaiceta Cane 

together. The former were more peace- high bl ie a 
fully inclined, but were drawn into ig" ee One. oo the rae of he 
saveralModufliete’ bytahei@vallieacthe Indian,to preserve their hunting grounds 

Foxes The French Commander, of the wie laa eo are ay Rees Uy 

post at Green Bay, issued his orders of | 2° Means 97 unwilling oe these 
separation ot the tribes, which order seductive and baneful influences. 
was being executed as fast as the nature CARVER'S EXPEDITION. 

of the case would admit; a little inci-| In October, 1766, Capt. Jonathan 

dent occurring that led to a severe | Carver started from Green Bay, up the 

struggle and considerable bloodshed. | Neenah, (Lower Fox) through Lake 

An Indian child of the Sauks had been | Winnebago and the Upper Fox (Neenah) 
adopted into a family of Foxes, and|and Wisconsin, arrived at Prairie Du 
pursuant to the order for separating | Chien. In his passage up these rivers, 

them, the child was demanded, but not | Capt. Carver in somewhat of a spirit of 

given up; the Sauks then making com-| Prophesy says: “To what power or 
mon cause with the whites, persisted in | authority this new world will become 
the liberation of the boy, and numerous | dependent, after it has arisen from its 
delays, talks, and put offs occurred, | present uncultivated state, time alone 

when the Sauks appealed to the French | can discover. But as the seat of Empire 

commandant again and a small body of | from time immemorial has gradually 

men sent up the river with orders totake | been progressing towards the West, 

| the child at all events. A peremptory | there is no doubt but that, at some future 

OSHKOSH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN
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period, mighty kingdoms will emerge | To follow a little further Capt. Car- 

from this wilderness—and stately pala- | vers narrative,—when arriving at the 

cesand solemn temples, with gilded | lower end of Lake Winnebago he found 

spires reaching the skies, supplant the | the village of the Winnebagoes, where 

Indian huts, whose only decorations are | dwelt a large band of that tribe under 
the barbarous trophies of their yan- | the government of an Indian woman. 
quished enemies.” And may I not truly | He was received cordially and with 

add, could prophetic vision see into the | great hospitality was entertained for 

unknown future, with a more truthful | several days. The band numbered some 

eye? Atthe time Carver was at “Labaye | 200 and was well governed; their houses 

des Puants,” as it was then called by were strongly built with palisades and 

the French, (now Green Bay) in 1766, | other means of defense. Further up 

there was no garrison there, though an | (probably Algoma or Butte des Morts) 

old fort was kept in tolerable repair | he found another tribe ‘as he says, but 

and a number of families of French, probably Menomonees, as that tribe oc- 

Half-breeds and Indians lived there | cupied there about thistime. He reach- 

and seemed happy, producing enough to) ed and passed over the Portage (now 

satisfy their wants. Portage City) and then camping on the 

Green Bay, the name given to it by Wisconsin, he made the discovery that 

the English, was so called by this ex- | the Fox and Wisconsin had opposite 

pedition of Carvers. They had been | directions, he says: “one running North- 

fourteen days in coming from Mackinac, east and the other (Wisconsin) South 

where all was dreary and winter like.| west, and approaching so near each 

When they arrived at the bay, the coun- | other, that his men could almost step 

try was covered with verdure, and veg- | from one to the other, (a little over one 

etation so luxuriant that they named it mile) and then running in different 
“Green Bay.” directions, one reaching the great gulf 

In proceeding up the Fox (Lower Fox) at the South, and the other an equal 
the same party were still more enamor-) distance of over two thousand miles, 

ed of the beautiful scenery all along its | and passing through four great lakes, 
banks, and arriving at our beautiful reaches the Sea through the Gulf of St. 

Lake Winnebago, he was most enchanted | Lawrence.” 

with the scenery that was presented to! This description is a little over 

his view, which no doubt, gave inspira | wrought, as it is well known that the 

tion to that prophetic vision; is it not Aead waters of the two rivers are far 
almost verified in the present? Instead | apart; the Wisconsin being in Sac 

of “palaces” and “solemn temples,” have | Vieux Desert, some two hundred miles 

we not in the present structure of our | north of Portage, and the Hor but a 

government that more than realizes the | small affair until it had swallowed the 

dreams of the early traveler; a sr Wols; illustrative of the superior sagaci- 

prouder than those of the old / ty of the one animal over the other. 

world, and palaces all over the land in | INDIAN TRIBES. 

which dwell, not the purse proud | But I must pass over years of stirring 

and bloated aristocrat of the old world’s | scenes and hasten on to events of more 

nobility, but men who hold the scope | modern times. Nor would I linger 

of a greater power, the true American|oyer a farther recital of the Red 

yeomanry. P man’s history, but for its almost inseper- 

|
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able connection with the early white | being but two “mother tongues,” the 
settlements. These people are fast pass- | Huron and Algonquin, and all other 
ing away, and everything in relation | tribal dialects, a corruption of the 

to them is of interest to our readers. | original languages. Tradition also says, 

For many years the Menomonees had | in the wars between the Northern tribes 

their villages at Butte des Morts and | and the Illinois, the former were driven 
Winneconne, and laid claim to a large | from the west shore of Green Bay into 

tract of country, even at one time as far | the Fox River, where a party of the 

as Milwaukee southward, and north to | Winnebagoes and perhaps others, rallied 
the Menomonee river on Green Bay. | and 600 strong, went out to the lake to 
They however permitted the Winneba- give the Illinois battle, in their canoes; 

goes to occupy a portion of their | when a storm arose and the whole band 

territory receiving therefor a yearly | perished. his disaster gave tlie north- 
tribute and generally lived on peaceful | ern passage from Green Bay to Lake 

terms. The Winnebagoes had their | Michigan called ‘Deaths Door,’ its name, 
village a littie south of this, now called | VISIT OF KISH-KE-NE-KAT. 

Black Wolf, after their head chief. | A distinguished Chief of a band of 

the war of 1812 the Menomonees, sided | the Winnebagoes lived here where 

with the British but were friendly to our | Oshkosh now stands, This great Chief 

people during the well remembered | juxuriated in the non de plume of Pow- 

struggle called the Black Hawk war. wa-ga-nieu, and his fame was in story 

They were not very strong and since /andin song. Their planting grounds 
that time but little has been said of | were at Algoma (now the 5th ward of 
them, except in this neighborhood where | tje city of Oshkosh,) and many stories 

they had many of them liyed. The name | are told, not alone of his bravery, but 

isan Algonquin term, and means wild | nis noble heartedness and generous and 

rice, humane disposition. He disdained to 

The Winnebagoes area Dakota tribe | take the scalps of women and children, 

and came from the west. They were |and never put to death his captives. An 

c.lled Winnebagoes which signifies in | anecdote of this Chief and Black Wolf 

the Algonquin language “Fet'd,” from | is told in Mitchel and Osborn’s History, 
the fact that they were supposed to have | and illustrating the character, so well, 

come from the far western Ocean. |in the ludicrous as wellas the grave, I 

(Pacific) salt water being called “Fetid | will venture upon the patience of my 

water” and their migration hither was | readers to give it entire: 

stowtly resisted by the Algonquin con “Kish ke-ne-kat or Cut finger, head war chicf 

feraey, the Tinos tribes being at th ff the Fosmeuamie of Chicas, as 4, eet 
head. somewhat of a bully. Among other of his hab- 

It is asserted by what appears to be| brave ofant uibe'be. misht be. visiting, and 
good authority that of all theaboriginal | such was the awing effect of his reputation 

S i that none as yet resented it. As wa; his wont he 
tribes west ofthe Alleghanies and the sent one of his young men to Black Wolf to in- 

great Lakes comprising, Ohio, Indiana,’ fom bipet eee Agee obey ieee 
Michigan and Canada West, were called | tion asa brave. “Black Wolf knowing Cut fin- 
Hurons. Those of Illinois and North- | set's habits, thought it it best to get his Me: 

= . | nomonee friend Pow wa-ga-nieu. te assist in 
west were called Algonquins and tradi- | dispensing his hospitslities to the Pottawottamie. 
tion not only gives these tribes a differ- heel be alone bern eran ip 
eat origin,bat a different language, there | Wolfs village with three hundred warriors, and
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not being expected there, did not find the) Stretching himself upto bis full height, he 

Chiet; so esscallng to custom he started after | stalked toward the Pottawottamies in a style 
him to Algoma, whither he had gone to the | that excited the universal admiration of his 
corn-husking, on the planting ground of his | friends, especially old Black Wolf, who not only 
friend Pe e-shen, Black Wolf, by this time ap- | admired his friend, but also his own tact in 
prised of their coming, Seenblet his, and the | shifting this particular scrape on to that friend’s 
Menomonee braves to receive them. On their | shoulders. 
arrival they sat down on a pleasant spot within | ‘My friends,’ said the old brave to the Pot- 
hailing distance ot their hosts. A young Win- | tuwottamies, ‘I am glad to see you here; you 
nebago who could speak the Pottawettamie | look brave—you are brave; many of yon I 
tongue, presented the pipe tothe great Chiet, | have met cn the war-path, and know you are 
with the usual compliments. While the pipe | brave; some of your youngest I do not know, it 
was going round, Cut finger enquired which was | being many years since 1 went to. war; 1 am 
Black Wolf? The interpreter pointed him out, | glad to see you look so well, I have beard 
“Who is that who seems to be as great as he, sit- | much of your chief, but I don’t think him very 
ting by his side?” “That’s Pow wa garnieu | brave;I think him'a coward, He looks sleepy, 
the great Menomonee.” Cut-finger’s eyes snap- | and I am going to see if he is worthy to lead 
ped with delight at the prospect of humbling | such braves as you,’ Whereupon throwing his 
the great warrier before his young men. Bid | weapons on the ground, he seized the Pottawot- 
ding the Winnebago to tell Black-Wolf that he | tamie chief by the hair, which he wore very 
would shake his hand; before the young. men | lon as it in prophetic anticipation ut some 
arose he started and paid the usual courtesies to | such retribution as this. He shook him vith 
that chief. After these preliminaries were set- | all his might, and continued to shake until his 
tled on both sides, Cut finger asked ‘twho is he | vorng men remorstrated, saying they were 
this who occupies a place of so much bonor ? | satisfied, He stopped without Telinquishing his 
must be a great Indian.’ ‘This is the bravest | hold, turned :ound his head, looked his tollow- 
Menomonee, Pow-wa-ga-nieu.’ ‘Ah, is that the | era down into silence, and shook again with the 
great Pow wa-ga-nieu, who fills the songs of the | vim of a man whose whole heart was in the 
nations ? let me look at him.” He walked all | performance of an evident and pious duty. The 
round the chief, examining him with the critical | fife was nearly out of Kish-ke-ne-kat, but the 
air of a horse jockey. Pow-wa-ga-nieu, all this | brave Menomonee bore that indivitual’s suf- 
time keeping profound silence, having a good | ferings with the same fortitude that he had 
idea what it was going to amount to. ‘‘Well,” | borne his own. Satisfied at lust, he raised his 
at last broke forth Cut finger, ‘you area fine | enemy up by the hair and threw him from him; 
Indian a great Indian, a strong Indian, but you | at the same time, he picked up bis club and 
don’t look like a brave Indian, I have seen | lance and waited to sce ‘what he was going to 
brayer looking Indians than you in my travels— | do about it.’ Cut-finger raised himself on his 
Tamagreat traveler—I think you must have | elbow and rubbed his head, not daring to loek 
got a yreat deal of your reputation from your | up while the Menomonee invited him to look up 
nize. You don’t look brave—you look sleepy. | aud see a man if he was one himself, ‘to come 
You have no tongue, you don't speak.’ Then | und decide this matter like men,’ which being 
telling the young Menomonees that he was | unattended to, he went back to hig seat ut the 
going to satisfy himself as to the courage of | right hand of Black-Wolt, who had been all this 
their chief, he took hold of the bunch of hair the | time smoking with the utmost indifference, as 
old warrior always kept on his crown for the | indeed it was no affair of his, 
convenience of any Sac or Fox who might find Kish-ke ne-kat continued to recline on bis 
it necessary to scalp him, and gave him a good | arm, Pow-wa ga-nieu eyeing him all the time, 
shaking, saying all the time , ‘You are sleepy. | and when the Pottawottamie would steal a 
you have no tongue,’ and a plentiful supply of | glance at the great war cap, the eye under it 
aboriginal banter. Pow wa ga-nieu, aided bv | would make him turn again, at the same time 
his great strength and a neck that could with- | his ears were assailed with, ‘why don’t you 
stand any thing but rum, sustained but little | look up ?” ‘what are you afraid of 7” ‘come and 
damage from this and submitted with Indian | talk to me,’ and such taunts. Cut-finger saw 
calmness, until his tormentor bad got through. | that his position among his young men was get- 
After satisfying himself Cut-finger announced to | ting to be rather delicate, and the last inyita- 
Black Wolf that he would go and sit among his | tion, as a means of reconciling all parties, met 
warriors uotil Black-Wolt gave the word to | his view; so rising and laying his hand on his 

rise. | sore head, he said: ‘My ‘friends—there is no 
Pow-wa ga-nieu immediately set himself | dodging the tact that Pow-wa-ga-nieu is a 

about fixing the flint of his Pottawottamie | brave Indian, a yery brave Indian, braver than 
friend. He opened bis sack and drew forth his | I, and I’ll go and tell him so.’ Gathering him- 
cap of war-eagle feathers—itself crcl to a) self up he walked over to the Chief’s and told 
small band of Sacs and Foxes—put it on bis | Pow-wa-ga-nieu that he had come over to shake 
head and picked up his lance and club. His him by the hand. ‘You are a’ great chief, I 
young men toate (as unpleasant result, but | have shook many chief's: none have resented 
none dared to speak except his brother, who | till now; if you had submitted you would have 
admonished him to ‘do nothing rash.’ One | been disgraced in the eyes of my young men; 
glance of Pow-wa-ga-nieu’s eye and an emphat- | now they will honor. Tama great traveler, I 
ic ‘I'm mad now!’ sent that respectable Me- | am going to all the tribes of the suuth, I will 
nomonee to hisseat, excusing hin.self by saying | tell those who have spoken well of you how you 

that Pow-wa ga-nieu ‘knew what a fool he al- | have used me, they will believe me, for I have 
ways made of himself when he got a-going.’! pulled all of their heads and as you have pulled
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mine, you ate as great as if you had pulled | that grows upon the rocks, has often 

theirs also; let us shake hands and be friends.’ 
Pow-wa-ga-nien, who was a good fellow at bot- | Served them for a good repast. They 
tom, pepe goad feelin Be now | put a handful of it into their boiler, 

trbetweenthen and showed iusllin, he ater | Which slightly thickened the water, 
eneet arpa every year, aslong as they | forming uponit a kind of scum, or 

Arb rat eaels cap which contributed somuch |slime similar to that of snails, and 
toward this victory is now in the hands of Pow-| which seemed to nourish their imagin- 
wa-ga-nieu’s, son, and can be seen any time by Z i ‘4 
those who doubt the truth of the foregoing.’ ation rather than their bodics. The 

MISSIONARY TRIALS. fish bones which they carefully pre- 

The following account taken from the | serve when fish are abundant,also served 

history of the “Jesuit Relations” of the | to amuse the appetite in times of neces- 
north-west, is but the history of nearly all | sity. There is nothing even to pounded 

of those traders Missionaries and others | bones, of which these poor starving 
in the early discovery and explorations | creatures cannot make a profitable use. 

of this country. It says “Father Menard | Many species of wood also furnish them 
and cight Fremchmen started from | with provisions; the barks of the Oak, 
Three Rivers August 1660, and arrived | the Birch, the Whitewood, and some 

at their destination (Green Bay) the | other trees, well dried and pounded, 
15th of Oct. after inconceivable labors, | then put into the waterin which the 

bad treatment from their boatmen, in| fish have been boiled, or else mixed 

the highest degree inhuman, and an| with fish oil, furnishe them with ex- 

extreme scarcity of provisions; so much | cellent ragouts. They eat acorns with 

so, that the “Father” at last could | great relish but their hunger is never 

hardly sustain himself, being beside of | satisfied. 

a feeble constitution, and broken down| Thus passed this dreary winter. Du- 

with toil. But as one travels very far | ring the Spring and Summer they fared 
after being tired, so had he sufficient | better, as they were able to hunt occas- 

courage to reach the wigwams of his|ionally. They killed a few ducks and 

host. One named “Pike” Chief of the | some other birds, which afforded them 

family, a proud and vicious man, who|a delicious banquet. Raspberries, and 

had four or five wives, treated the ‘Holy | other small fruit of the kind, were to 

Father’ very badly and at last compelled | them most grateful refreshments. 

him to withdraw from his wigwam and The second winter setting in unex- 

build a hut for himself with pine | pectedly, the Frenchmen having ob- 

branches.” He continues “O God! what | served the manner the savages took 

a dwelling place to pass the dreary days | their fish, resolved to follow their ex- 

of a rigorous winter, which in this | ample, judging that hunger was more 

country is almost insupportable. The | dfficult to support than the great hard- 

nutriment was scarcely better; often | ships and risks of these fishing expedi~ 
their only food wasa miserable fish | tions. It was a sight worthy of pity te 

boiled in clear water, to be divided | behold, on these great lakes, (probably 

among four or five; and this they owed | Green Bay) rolling sometimes like the 

to the charity of the Savages ,bestowed | sea, some of these poor Frenchmen in 

on one of their number waiting for the | canoes, through rain and snow, tossed 

return of their canoes as the poor men- | here and there, the sport of the winds, 

dicant waits for the distribution of alms | often on their return, they have discoy- 

atthe church doors. A certain moss | ered their hands and feet to be frozen;
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sometimes they were assailed by such a | olic missions in this country at an early 

cloud of drifting snow, driven by the | day. Every day the scene of trials, 

violence of the wind, that the person at | hunger, and fatigue, were but a repeti- 

the steering oar could not discover his | tion of the preceeding one, and nothing 

companion at the bow of the canoe. | but a life of the severest trials and _pri- 
What means had they then to reach the | vations was experienced by those whose 

post? Certainly each time when they} only motive was to civilize and im- 

landed in safety it seemed like a mir | prove the race of the Indians; and no 

acle. When successful in fishing they | effort worthy to be called so, has 

set aside a portion of their fish, which | proved more signally abortive than this- 

they smoked, and these served them as| With few exceptions, and those of a 

food when the fishing season was over,| modern date, the poor Indian “whose 

or the weather did not allow them to] untutored mind, sees a God in clouds, 

go out. and hears him in the wind,” has with- 

In that country there is a certain | stood every effort to make him, other 

plant, about four feet high (doubtless | than what Nature designed him, an Jn- 

the wild rice which is quite plenty on| dian. One of the exceptions spoken of 

allour rivers) that grows in marshy is on the East Shore of Winnebago Lake, 

places; a little while before it begins to| the Stockbridge and Brothertown na- 

head, the Savages go in their canoes and | tions who follow all the pursuits of 

bind the stems together in tufts, and | civilized life, have excellent farms; 

separating them from each other, so | churches and schools; are honest and in- 

that a canoe can passs between them | dustrious, and some years since were ad- 

when they return to gather the grain.| mitted to all the privileges of citizen- 

The time for harvesting having arrived, | ship, and are allowed one member in 

they paddle their canoes into the little | the legislature. Other examples may 

alleys which they have made across the | be found but they are only exceptions 

field of grain, and bending over the} at best. 

tuft thus bound together, they ee Having dwelt longer than I intended 

out the grain into the canoe, when full, | over the subjects of interest, antecedent, 

they go to the shore and empty it into and accessory to the first settlement of 
a ditch close to the waters edge and| Winnebago Co, I must now pass to 
there with their feet they tramp it out | notice'events'in the early history of our 

and preserve 1t for future use. | city and county. Iwill say however, 
This pious old missionary, soon after | by way of extenuation in keeping the 

the scenes of suffering past related died, | reader so long away from the immedi- 

while yet struggling to christianize the | ate subject promised, that I found near- 
savages, and not without some little | ly every incident of those times, from 

success; the obstacles being as he says, | the first incursion of the white man for 
“their wandering lives, indolent habits, | exploration, adventure, or for traffic, to 

great brutality and poligamy,” enough | the actual settlement of the country, 
in all conscience to block the the way | so intimately blended with the history 

of any christianizizg or civilizing in-| of this county and the subsequent devel- 
fluence. opments of the City of Oshkosh, that 

There is no brighter example of vi-| not to have done so would have been 
carious suffering, since the death of | neglecting the first and most obvious 

Savior, than in the labors of the cath-| duty devolving upon me. Almost from
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the time of the first settlement of Green , other tribes, whose practice it was to 

Bay, over two hundred years ago, this | make war on the Pawnees, Osages, and 

immediate locality has participated | others, and hold as slaves their captives; 

more or less directly in the interests of | but this practice was abandoned after a 

the voyagerr or the sojourner on its | few ycars and their slaves set at liberty, 

lakes and rivers. Here was the great | under the advice of the French and 

highway through which all had to pass | English Traders, as being repulsive to 

in reaching the Mississippi where | their ideas of right. 

trading ports and missions had been es-| Of the lineage of the new Chief 
tablished; hence in all that concerned | Oshkosh we have but a meager outline. 

for many years, the discovery and final | fe was the grand-son of Cha-kau-cho- 
settlement ofthe country, this particu-|ka-ma, or the “old chief” long, head 

lar spot has its share of the importance | chief of the Menomonees, He was born 

attaching to the whole. in 1795 and died in 1858. He was en- 

The history of the red man will be | Saged on the side of the British in the 

appreciated by future generations as | Wat 1812-15. under Tomah, whence he 
that of an extinct race, and not till derived the title, brave. That he was 

then will his vices, for which he is|bfave though in a bad cause is very 
scarcely accountable, be forgotten, and probable. Mr. Grignon says of him; 
his virtues be remembered. “He is of medium size, possessing 

much good sense and ability, butis a 

OSHKOSH—HIS TRIBE great slave to strong drink, and two 

In 1827 the head Chief of the Me-| of his sons surpass their father in that 
nomoncees died leaving no male offspring. | vice. 

The male line haying run out there His name has descended to our fair 

arose a necessity for a successor, and a| city, with what propriety, I leave to 

good dealof excitement arose among/others to decide. It was originally 

the tribes, each claiming the right tu | pronounced Oskosh, and as it ought to 

elect the new chief. The difficulty was | be, as being far more convenient in its 

reported to the President when he ap-| orthography, easier of pronunciation 

pointed two commissioners, Goy. Cass | and decidedly more harmonious in sound 
and Col. McKinney to decide the vex-|than the present method of pronoun- 

ed question. They assembled the tribe | cing it. All Indian namesare expres- 

at Little Butte des Morts, and after | sive and often beautiful, and generally 
hearing the arguments, and examin | refer to some animal, thing or place, 

ing all the claims of the different} andthe definition quite often is sug- 

bands, they elected Oshkosh as best | gestive of events of great moment, or 

qualified to serve his people as head | perhaps of exceeding beauty. Of the 

chief, and the appointment seemed to | signification of the name Oskosh, there 
satisfy all parties. Oshkosh then lived|is some variance of opinion. That 

with a portion of his tribe on the head | which is generally attributed to it, is, 

waters of the Wisconsin River; a tract of | brave, but I think that a title given him 

country was afterwards reserved to them | for some brave act, rather than the true 

on the Wolf River, where the little| meaning of the term. In the Chip- 

remnant of that tribe now dwell.) pewa dialect it means the Hoof, or 

This tribe had at one time several | extremity of some animal; by others it 

Indian slayes which they had bought of|is said to mean the Tve-nail. This
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definition, Iam informed by a gentle-|ty,of which we have any account, ex 
man who years ago understood the lan- | cept voyageurs and traders passing over 

guage, customs and habits of the Me-|the route, and only sojourning for a 

nommonees, was said to be the true /brief period, was Aug. Grignon and 

one, and its almost coroboration by the | Jas. Porlier, who established a trading 
original Algonquin term makes it | post about one mile below where the 
probable that such was the case. How- | village of Butte des Morts now stands, 
ever that may be, it matters but little, |in the year 1818. Mr. Porlier was a 
andI leave itto others that may be| resident of Green Bay, and Mr. Grig- 

more curious and better skilled in In- | non of Kaukauna a little below Apple- 
dian nomenclature. Why the old Chiet | ton, where his family resided most of 
should have been so unfortunate in a | the time, he being mostly engaged at 
patronymic, so wanting in the eupho- | the post, and subsequently much inter- 

nious, with such an origin, it is difficult | ested in building up a village there. He 

to explain; probably he had at some | wasa Canadian by birth but of French 
early time of life been afflicted with a descent, as was also his partner, Mr. 

malformation of that particular pedal | Jas, Porlier. Mr. Robert Grignon, a 

appendage. Whatever the true origin | Nephew of Aug. Grignon, came about 
of the term, it is so uncouth, so entirely | the same time and acted in the capacity 
unpoetical, that it is far more rational of Agent or Clerk at the post, but only 

in its application to a stolid old chief, | for a short time, when he went to Algo- 

than to the fair young city that inherited | ma and set up for himself, and James 
it; but not wishing to do injustice to the | Knaggs, a half-breed, succeeded him in 
old Chief, or his name, I leave both, here- | the agency at the post. Mr. Knaggs re- 

after speaking of them only incidentally | mained there several years when he also 
and retrospectively. The red man every | went to Algoma and kept a ferry, being 

where, and particularly those hanging on | succeeded by L. B. Porlier about the 
the borders of civilization, is but a rem | year 1832. Mr. Porlier is the son of 

nant of his former greatness; a last sad | Jas. Porlier then partner in the firm; is 

relic of a people that were once lords of | an intelligent gentleman of French de 

the soil, That they have been wrong- | scent and married the daughter of Aug. 

ed, often and sorely wronged, is a fact | Grignon whom he survives. He had for 

patent to the world; fate seemed to de- | several years the direction of affairs and 
cree his ultimate extinction, and a more | was a good business man. He still lives 

favored race became the instrument, | on the spot where the trading post was 

and generally the unscrupulous instru-| first established and many of the old 

ment, in hastening on the destruction in | buildings still may be seen, expressive 
the order of this irretrievable destiny. |mementoes of olden time among the 

The end may be just, and in the | Indians. 

order of Providence, but the means!  4¢ that time the Indian trail between 
used, like all other acts of man, must be | prop¢ Winnebago and Green Bay crossed. 

accounted for, and the plea of “doing | tye Wolf river at the place where their 
wrong that good might come,” will | trading post was established, and just 
hardly stand the scrutiny of stern | shove the head of Lake Butte des Morts; 

justice. and continued there until the year 1835, 

EARLY SETTLERS. when it was established at Algoma. It 

One of the first settlers in this vicini | was the half-way house, and many were
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the “wild wood” scenes that transpired, | the men or rolled on poles to the still 
which will soon be buried and forgotten | water above, truly a task, slow and 

in the past. The Mail was also carried | toilsome. These boats were piloted 
over this route; in summer on horseback, | over the rapids, up and down by In- 

and in winter on snow shoes and other! dians, who were pretty good pilots, but 

overland methods. As a matter ‘| bad at the rope or the pole, and in- 

reminiscence it may be interesting to| ferior to the Frenchmen; they would 

many tosee the old “Billo’ fare” a work vigorously however by being well 
this Half-way House and Ferry, to-wit;| plied with whiskey, lesser quantities 
_ Ferriage one horse in summer, 26 cts.;| being given them while running the 
in winter, 50 cts; stabling for horses, ealea 
1834; to pasture 614; corn for horse, 25 ee 
cts. per gallon; oats 121-2 cts. Meals A GOOD TIME. 
fot) pas a cts; Dodging pee: Mr, Aug. Grignon had also a trading 

for Tdi several dines tt te day, a Dee oe uaa ane Kept a) public 
Beaver skin; one drink for Indian, House, the resort of the elite and the 

muskrat. Farther my informant saith| scene of many a merry dance, engaged 
not. in by the Officers of Ft. Howard and 

FUR TRADE. other places who would make long 

The trade in furs was a remarkably | journeys in their sleighsin winter and 
large one at this post, being in the boats in summer, to this place in order 

centre of a large Indian country, and of| to have a “cheer up” in the elden time 
the most successful operations in hunt- style. Gen. Cass, Gov. Dodge and 

ing and trapping. These furs were sent | Other dignitaries of State being no 
to Green Bay in boats and barges down exceptions in the attendance on these 

the Fox river, and thence to Mackinac, | "@herche gatherings. The boats were 

where the American Fur Co. had their} Towed by five Frenchmen, which was 

Depot; the return boats brought up the | Oly 4 part of the duties expected of 
food and other supplics for all this them, for it is said none were engaged 
region of country. This was the route except they could sizg,and such singing, 
of the boats in the Mississippi river | to, would shame the puny efforts of 
trade engaged in the transportation of modern times. In sentiment, melodious 

furs for the same Company. Durham | strains, and deep pathos, it was said to 

boats, barges and dugouts being loaded | charm even the wild beast; but in the 

with their freight, a number of French-| soul stirring chorus, for checring the 
men, (according to size of boat) armed heart and nerving the arm of the boat- 

with ropes and poles, plied themselves| man, it had a most happy effect. 
vigorously to their task, by no means HARLY SETTLERS CONTINUED. 

an easy one. Along the “still waters”| But I must return to the early settlers. 

the boats were propelled by poles, but| Mr. Peter Powel settled in 1832 ona 

over the rapids, they had to be hauled| point of land on the north bank of 

round with ropes, but not without un-| Butte des Morts Lake, about two miles 

loading. At Kaugauna Mr. Grignon| above Algoma, where he was engaged 

kept a team to haul the freight round|in farming, trading &., until 1838 
the rapid; at Little Chute, Appleton,| when he died. His son, Capt. Wm. 

and Winnebago rapids, the boats were | Powell, resided there until the death of 

unloaded and hauled over by ropes,| his father when he went to Algoma 

the freight carried on the shoulders of with Robert Grignon.
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Capt. Wm. Powell is well known { was one of the first to drive the stake 

by many of our older citizens,and took | here He settled on Jackson’s Point, now 

a lively interest in all things of a pub- | foot of Wisconsin street, where he en- 

lienature. His acquaintance with the | gaged in some way in trade. 

Indian character, as well as with their] Of all those first settlers ia this 

language, gave him great influence with | neighborhood, who came prior to 1836, 

the Menomonees and closely allied him | the recollections of our citizens will be 
to their interests while here; and since | as distinct of Robert Grignon, as of any 

the removal of the remnant of that tribe | other one of whom I have spoken. As 
to their reservation at Keshena, on the | before said, he came to this part of the 

Wolf river, about ten miles above Shaw- country somewhere about the year 1818, 

ano, where that last sad relic of a once | and served asa Clerk for a few years 

powerful tribe now dwell; Capt. Pow-| with his uncle, Aug. Grignon, then 

ell is still there as their interpreter, | went to Algoma where he run a ferry 

and in government employ, and the | for awhile, being succeeded by James 

same old type of kind heartednes, and | Knaggs. Among the early settlers none 

eccentricity, as of old. He was a man of | tooka more active part in public matters. 

great urbanity, and good address, but | He wasa man of considerable energy and 
the dryest joker of the State. He was | perseverence; good sense and fair busi- 
always said to have plenty of money, | ness qualifications, notwithstanding he 

but when going away from home, | was deprived of the benefits of an educa- 
invariably left his money behind him, | tion, His patriotism led him to take 

probably the cause of his being always | an active part in an expedition fitted 

in funds. Many amusing anecdotes} out against the remnant of the Sacs 
might be given of the Captain, but as | and Foxes who had survived the defeat 
his eccentricities as well as his virtues, of years before, and were committing 
are fresh in the memories of most of our depredations on the early settlers on 

older citizens, I must leave him to his the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers. 

laurels, This expedition was under the com- 
Another old settler hereabouts, was}mand of Col. Boyd, assisted by 

Archibald Caldwell, to whom I will} several Menomonee Chiefs, Oshkosh 

make a brief allusion. He settled being of the number. The command 
among the Indians at Neenah, in 1835, | consisted of about 600 Indians which 

and interested himself in the estab-| was the entire party except the officers. 
lishment ofan agency at that place for Among the officers were Aug. Grignon 

the benefit of the Menomonee Indians. | ..4 Geo, Johnson, Captains, and Rob't 

This agency embraced the objects of a Grignon and Wm. Powell among the 

benevolent civilizing, and christianizing Lieutenants. This mighty army moved 

institution. It was to establish schools, up the Fox river, passed over the ferry 

give instruction in Agriculture and] gt Algoma, and thence to Portage, and 

mechanics; but with all the worthy | gown the Wisconsin to Prairie du Chien. 
objects aimed at, it was not sustained. | Qn its way down the Wisconsin river, 

The Menomonees did not enter into the | j¢ captured a half starved Indian girl 

spirit of it heartily, and atter lingering | who was entirely alone on an island, 

over the vain attempt to benefit them,!w;hom they sent back to Green Bay, 

the enterprise was abandoned. | not wishing to be encumbered by _pris- 
Chas Grignon, brother of Aug.Grignon, oners. At Prairie du Chien they struck
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a trail, and following it up, they soon | ing snow storm, he left the team, be- 

came upon an Indian encampment, con- came bewildered and was found next 

sisting of two men! one boy, three morning frozen. A few years before, 

women! and as many more children. | his wife fell into the fire and was burn- 

Inthe wildest consternation of excite | ed to death. 

ment, and with savage yells, they | CEDAR RAPIDS TREATY. 

rushed upon their defenceless enemy, | In 1836 Gov. Dodge was appointed 

when the two men fell pierced with by the general government as commis- 

bullets, a whole volley having been gioner to hold a treaty with the Me- 

fired at them. Others coming up and pomonee Indians, for the purchase of 

wishing to share the glory of having | their lands, whereupon the time and 
participated in the battle, continued to | place of the treaty was fixed upon. 

fire at the fallen enemy until they were | Gedar Rapids on the Fox river, a little 

literally riddled with bullets. They | below Appleton, being the place select 
took the women prisoners,and killed the | ed. This treaty was attended by all 

the boy. Thus ended this sanguinary | the Menomonee Chiefs and, a solemn 

battle,and thus “they conquered ail their | talk was held. resulting in the Menomo- 

foes, and thrice they slew the slain.” In | nees ceding to the government, some 

the melee, Lieut. Grignon was wounded, | fowr millions of acres of land lying north 
and had to be left at Prairie du Chien, | of the Fox river, and west of Winne- 

while his compatriots in arms, returned bago Lake, (which embraced all that 

in all the pomp and consequence of part where the city of Oshkosh now is, 
much ado about nothing. The relator | on the north side of the Fox river,) and 

of the incident says, “for this noted |g strip of land on the Wisconsin river 
campaign, ending in such a glorious | consisting in all of 184,320 acres, large 
victory, every one of the party (Menom-} enough for eight townships. This 
onees included) received land warrants, cession, says Childe, “gave a new impetus 

and Robert Grignona pension.” Lieut. | to the settlement of Northern Wiscon- 

Robert Grignon, as he must be| sin, and doubtless led to the establish - 
called, since acquiring such military |ment of the boundary line between 
honors, as aboye mentioned, was also | Wisconsin and Michigan, which was 

engaged to some extent in the Black | run ia the summer of 1841. 

Hawk war,and was'credited with the dis- | FIRST SETTLER IN OSHKOSH. 
tinction of having handed over to Gen.| In the summer of 1836 Webster Stan- 

Scott, Black Hawk himself, for which Jey, having been the year before in 

service he became quite popular, and | Government employ in transporting 

had much to do with procuring Indian supplies between Fort Howard and Ft. 
claims. From these claims it is said, Winnebago, being prepossessed in favor 
he came into possession of considerable | of this locality, resolved to “pitch his 

sumsof money, which he alleged, cost | tent” here. Consequently, he brought 
to get them about all they were worth. | with hima boat load of lumber, and 

He was not rich but in comfortable | built a cabin on the south side of the 

circumstances ona piece of land near| river at Algoma, opposite tothe point 

Algoma, where he met a tragic end. He} where Mr. Knaggs had several years 
was returning to his home from town, ; before established a ferry, being on the 

and got on a team going that way; | new Indian trail between Ft. Howard 

when getting near his house, in a driy- | and Portage, the old one near Butte des
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Morts having been abandoned. Here, | persons engaged in traffic with the In- 

just above where the Algoma bridge | dians, farming and other vocations, at 

now is, Mr. Stanley set up his cabin, and several places in this immediate neigh- 

purchased Mr. Knagg’s interest in the borhood, which settlements being ante- 

ferry. His object in coming here was | ccdent and accessory to the building up 

to locate land, and make a permanent of our city, and so closely connected 

home, and, brought with him provision | with its interests, (to say nothing of 

to last a year, and immediately set him- | Algoma, now one of the wards of the 

self about the main object ot his com- | city) that it seems but justice to these 

ing, which was to build up a city here. | gentlemen that they shonld be duly 
Mr. Stanley was born ,in Connecticut, | remembered in the expressions of our 

September, 1798. He came to Green | gratitude to the founders of our goodly 

Bay in 1834. In 1835 he worked at heritage. Again we sec, shoulder to 

Neenah; in 1886 as above stated came | shoulder with Mr. Stanley, Mr. Chester 
to this place. In 1836, Gov. Dodge re-| Gallup, making his first claim, and 

turning from the Cedar Rapids treaty, | erecting his first house, at the same time; 
informed Mr. Stanley of the purchase by | their families for a time occupying 

the government of all the lands here | jointly the same, and the first permag 

abouts. On receiving this information, | nent residence, where our city now 

being joined by Chester Gallup,he profit- | stands. Mr. Stanley was a man of 

ed by it,and laid claim to all that part "7 energy,and doubtless entitled to all the 

the land (now Oshkosh) between Ferry | credit he receives, but others may well 

_ Street and the Lake on the north side | be allowed to share it with him. After 

of the river. Mr. Gallup’s claim was | making his claim to the land spoken of, 
the beautiful elevation on the point be- | he established a ferry at the pomt of 
tween the river and the lake, consist- | land a little below the R. R. Bridge, 
ing of 170 acres. Mr. Stanley took from |crossing passengers in canoes and 

Mr. Gallup's west line to Ferry Street |SWimming horses; which ferry was con- 
117 acres, on which they proceeded to | tinned until the new one at Ferry street 
erect a dwelling, which was occupied | was established a few years after. 
in common until the following Novem.| H.A.and J. P. Gallup now take 
ber, when Mr. Gallup had erected a their places in the line of the founders 

house for himself. Mr. Stanley is| of Oshkosh, being but a few months 

credited with being the first white set- | behind Mr. Stanley. I will give here a 

tler, and the founder of Oshkosh. Not | narrative of their experience and ob 

wishing to rob Mr, Stanley of one jot | servations. 

or tittle of his well earned fame as the EARLY RECOLLECTIONS OF H, A. G 

founder of a city, I will in common} In compliance with a request made 

with others, accord him the high meed | some time since, that I should furnish 

of praise to which he and every one | you with some of my early recollections, 
who starts a new settlement, is so richly | I now sit down to make the attempt, 

deserving—but as a pioneer, in the | not promising but what I may make 

neighborhood, I can’t but think, that |/some mistakes as to dates &. The 

some others ought to have honorable|changes are so great in Northern 

mention without detracting anything | Wisconsin in the last 30 years, that it 

from him. Fora number of years, as |scems like drawing on my own imagin 

seen in the preceeding pages, there were | ation, to state facts. If therefore any one
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hould discover any discrepances, they|and barbarous land. After getting 
vill make allowance for the length of | through the crowd without being so- 

ime I am obliged to go back licited to patronize any particular 
On the fifth day of August 1836, af-| house, we were directed toa private 

sr about a week on the lakes, on the| boarding house, kept by Rev. Geo 

teamer Michigan, we entered the port | White, then an officiating Clergyman 

of Green Bay Wisconsin, (Wisconsin | in the place, and nowa resident of 

wasthen known as the North West | Calumet; and the favorable opinion 

erritory.) On the right hand as we | which I formed of George White at that 

itered the riyer, stood Fort Howard, a| time, after an acquaintance of twenty 

tge pile of buildings built on a) four hours, is now fully confirmed;—He 

{nare and surrounded by palisades, in | is one of Natures noblemen. The town 

te center of which was a court or pa-| was on a low sandy strip of land along 
de ground. Outside of the palisades, | the edge of the river, while immediate- 

1d fronting the river, was stationed | ly back of the first street, was what ap- 
veral large cannon mounted on wheels, | peared an interminable Alder Swamp. 

' which looked as though they might |The place had at that time two hotels 

‘row gteat obstacles in the way of a/| which were filled to overflowing. Green 

»ssel entering the river, but they were | Bay at that time was but a trading 

aver required for that purpose; many | post on a large scale: the resident and _ 

“them since have been taken to the | floating population of the place were 
righboring towns to be used at 4th of | about equal in numbers. The resident 

ily celebrations &c. Green Bay, or | portion lived on what they could make 

avarino, as it was then called, was all} out of the transient portion, and the 

1the opposite side from the Fort. | annuities paid yearly to several tribes 
he whole population of the place was |of Indians in their vicinity, and the 
sembled on the docks on the arrival money that was disbursed by the sol- 

Sa steamer, which toa person from |diers of Fort Howard. But little at- 

te land of civilization, presented a very | tention being paid at that time to 

ovel appearance, for such a heteroge- | agriculture, emigration had but just be- 

eous crowd was neyer seen, composed | gun to set in towards Green Bay at that 

‘Indians, in the different stages of| time, and the few that had come were 

vilization, French half-breeds—citi- | engaged in speculation, which at that 

ens and soldiers in about equal pro-| time it will be remembered, ran high, 
yrtions. There were the halfcivilized | particularly in the west; money was 

idians and Stockbridges, with the half | plenty, and labor commanded any price 

tizen dress, and the wild Menomonecs}a person chose te ask. Provisions 

ith their hideously painted faces, and | brought exorbitant prices, for instance 
aeir many eolored blankets; and ming- | Flour was worth ¢welye dollars per bbl. 

ng with these, were the officers and} Pork forty, and everything in propor- 

dldiers of Fort Howard, which I should | tion. The spirit of speculation got so 

aye said wasat that time ocupied by a | strong a hold of us, as almost to induce 

ompany of United States Soldiers, | us to sell one years stock of provisions, 

ind but for the presence of the Amer-| which we had brought with us, but 

can uniform, and the stars and stripes| we had come west for a different pur- 

vhich floated over the fort, one might | pose; our object being to find cheap 

haye thought himself in some foreign | land, and start a farm, When we left
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Ohio, our destinati n was Lake Winne- | traveling in those days. Our ten miles 

bago, and leaving our father, and | was soon got over; when we came 

mother, and sister, in good quarters,| down upon a low natural Prairie cov- 

myself and brother started for that |ered with a luxurient growth of grass, 
particular locality without 1aking any | the river had quite an expansion, and 

enquiries, except as to the direction and | in it were several little grass Islands, 

distance; we started on foot, our course | This was Petit Kackalin, and here was 

was up the Fox River. A sandy road | the house spoken of, a log house with 
of five miles thickly settled by French, | the usual lay out buildings, and sur- 

and half-breeds, with quaint looking | rounded by a dozen Indian Wigwams. 

houses, many of them surrounded by | This was the residence of Eleazer Wil- 

palisades and the windows general | Lams, The veritable Dauphin of 
secured by shutters, brought us to De-| France; but he was as ignorant of the 

pere,—a rival of Green Bay. Here we| fact at that time, as we were ourselves. 

found quite a number of houses, and} As we approached the house, we were 

extensive preparations for building} beset by an army of Indian dogs, and 

more. Here we were told it was nec- | their bark was as intelligible to us as any 

essary to cross the river. We were ac-| thing we heard on the premises. The 

cordingly ferried over in a skiff, and| Indians looked their astonishment at 

an Indian trail pointed out to us to| seeing two Kich-ema-ka-man boys in 

follow, and was told it was ten miles to| their encampment. We made many 

the first house, Five miles had carried us| enquiries of them, but got laughed at 

beyond civilization; we expected to} for our pains. As none of Williams’ 

find a new country, but were quite un-| family could be found, it seemed like 

prepared to findit entirely unsettled, | seeking information under difficulties; 

anda foot path ten miles in length,| and finding the trail that led up the 

struck me as remarkable. Our trail| river, we pushed on, feeling satisfied 

ied us directly along the river. Some-|thatif we had gained no information, 

times we were on the top of the hill,| we had not imparted any, so the In- 

and then our path would wind down to|dians and we were even, Our next 

the very water's edge to avoid some} point, we had been told, was Grand 

deep rayine, as nature seldom makes} Kack-a-lin, which for some reason,—per- 

bridges. The scenery was beautiful, ! haps the name,—we supposed was quite 

the side of the river we were upon wa] a place. About sundown, we came 
quite open, while the other side was! down from the high bank upon which 

heaviiy timbered. The waters of the| our trail had been, upon the most beau- 

broad river undisturbed, except by an| tiful flat of land I ever saw, covered 

occasional Indian canoe, which seemed | with a taft of short grass, and dotted 

to float so beautifully; we were sorry | all over with little groves of crab-apple, 

we had not adopted that mode of tray-| ard plum trees. The flat containing 

eling. Our trail would sometimes pass| perhaps a hundred acres; the hill en- 

through a grove of wild plum, and| closing it in the shape of a crescent, ; 

crab-apple, thus with scarcely room|and the boiling rapid river in front, 

enough for a person to pass, which| which here, is more than half a 

suggested to us ambuscades, and we|mile in width. Here we found 

‘were always glad when we were through | several large springs, very strongly 

them. Indian file, was the mode og! impregnated with sulphur, at which we
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drank. Upon this flat we discovered | trail, and at the foot of a tall post, upon 
a large pile of buildings which con-| the top of which was a gilded Rooster; 

sisted of a large dwelling house, and | while in aside box set in the post, was 
trading post, with the necessary out} the infant Jesus. We were quite star- 

buildings, and belonging to Mr. Grig-|tled, but Mr. Indian maintained a per 

non, an Indian trader. This was the | fect gravity, and we left him at his 
Grand Kack-a-lin, but the name is ap- | morning orisons. 

plied to the Rapids in the River. At a point five miles from the Grand 

Our greeting here was still more cor-| Kack-a-lin, called Little Chute, we 

dial than at our last place of calling, | found a Catholic mission in process of 

as there were more dogs. At this/ erection, to which Nym Crinkle gives a 

house we applied for food and lodgings, | very ancient origin. The manner of 

but without success. There were noth- | building was a curious one, which was 

ing but Indians and Squaws on the/ by setting up posts about eight feet 
premises. Things began to have rath-| apart, and then filling up between with 

er an unpleasant look, and we began to| small logs and pinning through the 
think that we were too far from home; | posts into the end of the logs—there 

—twenty miles from Green Bay, and | were but one or two men at work upon 

fifteen from any place. it. It was afterwards occupied bya 

On looking about the premises, we | Catholic priest, who was also a physi- 

discovered for the first time that day, | cian, and administered to one band of 

after crossing the river, something that|the Menomonee Indians, both bodily 

wore pantaloons, and on accosting him, |and spiritually, with very beneficial 
found that he could speak English. | results. Five miles further brought us 
He was half Negro, and the balance |to the Grand Chute (now Appleton.) 

Stockbridge Indian. He informed us, | Here wasa perpendicular fall in the river, 

that Mr. Grignon, was not at home, and | of seven feet. But close to the shore the 

there would be no use in trying to get|rock had worn away so that a boat 

accommodations, in his absence, that | could take the plunge in going down, 

he lived directly on the opposite side |and be led up by ropes if quite light. 

of the river,—that his canoe would not |} Here the Durham boats which did all 

carry us,—but he would get an Indian | the freighting at that time, up and down 

to take us over, and that we should be | the river,were obliged to discharge their 

his guests over night;—to all these | freight and roll it along under the bank 

propositions we readily consented, and} on poles toabove the fall. The boats 
procuring an Indian to take us across,; were then lifted and dragged up 

we got intoa log canoe, when our | by a large party of Indians and reload- 

ferryman, an old Indian, ot perhaps|ed above. The amount of freighting 

eighty or ninety years, taking his po- | was then considerable. All the Goy- 

sition in the stern with a shoving pole, | ernment supplies for Fort Winnebago, 

shoved us safely through the boiling | passed up this way and detachments of 

waters. Passing the night under the | soldiers often passed in the same man- 

hospitable roof of our mixed friend, we | ner. Nothing could exceed the gran- 

hailed our Native ferryman, and were | deur of the scenery at this point, every- 

again soon upon our march; passing | thing at that time being in its wild 

rapidly along, we came pat upon an In-' and natural state, and no habitation 

dian in a kneeling posture beside the | seittiin miles. Just below the falls at
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the mouth of a little ravine was a little | place, at the house of one of whom, Mr. 

plat of grass turf among a grove of Clark Dickinson, we were welcomed 

plum and forest trees, entwined with jane furnished with our dinner. We 
wild grape vines, which was the favor-| could make but little stay as we still 

ite camping ground, and a more en-|had sixteen miles to travel without a 

chanting spot was never found. Thad | habitation, Our trail now ran across 

the pleasure of camping here two nights | the country, through prairie and open- 

that same fall, in the month of Novem- | ings to Knaggs Ferry, now in the Fifth 
ber under most unfavorable cireum- [need of the city of Oshkosh, and just 

stances—a crew of drunken Indians | above Algoma bridge. I do not sup- 

with nothing but the canopy of Heaven pose I could at this time trace that trail 

above us. But still the place had at- feueuen all the highly cultivated fields 

teactions for me. Following the bank between those two points. But at that 

of the river a short distance above, our | time it wasa lonesome journey, indeed, 

trail suddenly diverged from the river, ia the low ground was covered with 

and we found ourselves floundering | water a foot deep, and grass up to our 

through the woods and hoy et Mud ee ae sie aba we did 

Creek. This was the first place we | not see a liying thing with the excep- 

had found but what had some attraction. aoe of a few prairie chickens. Arriving 

"This was dismal enough. A few miles | at the river at the Serene ne 

and we emerged into another enchant- | found a log house belonging to Mr. 

ing spot of mend known as Little | Knaggs, a half-breed, the owner of the 

Butte des Morts, or the Mounds of the|Ferry; but which was then kept by 

Dead. Here on a rising piece of ground, | Webster oe who lived _ = 

are several large mounds where the jother side of the river in a boar 

deadof some Indian battle had been shanty, who in answer to our call, came 

buried, An expansion in the river here | over for us and we were once more 

is called Little Butte des Morts Lake,}among friends. Mr. Staniey had 

at the upper end of which appears to | about two years before left Ohio and 

Ye quite a village. This was Winne- | went to Green Bay and then to Winne- 

bago Rapids, (now Neenah). Here the bago Rapids, and had within the last 

Goyernment had built a grist and saw | thirty days moved to this point. We 

mill and had commerced a large num-|now learned that our Journey from 

her of small log houses for the Menomo- | where we had crossed the river five 

nee Indians, which were in different | miles from Green Bay, had all been 

stages of completion, when the work | through Indian territory, and we were 

was stopped by the Indians consenting | now for the first time on Government 

to sell the land to the government. | land. 

Some of the houses the Indians had| We had at last arrived at our journey’s 

taken possession of by tearing out the | end, our next object was to bring up 

floors and pitching their tents on the | the family. There ss just ibn 

ground inside the walls, They were | to doit; one was, on foot or on horse- 

also furnished with four farmers to| back by land; the other, by water— 

instruct the Indians in farming, at a|and we adopted the latter, and pro- 

salary of eight hundred dollars per|curing a large bark canoe and an 

year, which the Indians paid. These | Indian, we started and passing down 

farmers were the only inhabitants of the | the river we stopped at an Indian en-
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campment, on what is now Tackson’s | a landing and repair damages. We 
Point, and procured another Indian, | again encountered very rapid and rough 

which was thought sufficient crew,— | water at the Kack-a-lin, but the Indians 

respectively named No-to-kee sleck, and | were masters of the situation, and we 

Kish-e-quom,—two fellows who were | passed through safely, and arrived at 
full ot fun and frolic, and who if we | Green Bay towards night of the same 

could have talked with them would no| day. Taking the family and a few 

doubt have been very companionable. | necessary articles into our frail bark, 

We then saw for the first time the spot | the next day, we started on our return 

on which the city of Oshkosh now | which we accomplished in two days. 

stands. Our Indians worked with a|The Indians using paddles in still 

will,.and we very soon j assed through | water—poles in moderately swift, and 

Lake Winnebago and were in the rapid | wading and leading the canoe when it 

waters of the lower Fox. Here the | was very rapid. 

Indians laid aside their paddles and| ‘The appearance of the country on the 

taking poles, confined themselves entire | west shore of Lake Winnebago from 

ly to steering the canoes clear of rocks, | Neenah up, was beautiful to look upon 

the sharp points of many of which were | from our canoe; heavily timbered from 
above water. We were leisurely | Neenah to Garlic Island—the balance 

enjoying the beautiful scenery of the | of the way openings. We had now 
river, when we were startled by the | arrived at the point started for when 
sudden velocity of our canoe and a wild jwe left Ohio — the veritable Lake 
whoop of our Indians. On looking Winnebago. Now the question to 

about us, we found ourselves on the very | decide was, where to locate—who to 
brink of the falls. The Indians had} buy of—should we buy. The country 

from a listless manner and sitting | from Neenah to Oshkosh then belonged 

posture suddenly sprang to their feet, | to the Menomonce Indians. From Osh- 

one in the bow and the other in the} kosh (or Fox river) south to where 

stern and every nerve strung. For their} Fond du Lac now is, and around on 

energies were to be tried to their|the East side of the lake as far as 
utmost, their manner was really terrify- | Calumet, belonged to the government. 

ing, we had hardly time to notice so} Then came the Brothertown Indian’s 

much before we had taken the fearful | land, fronting six miles on the Lake, 

leap and were in the terrible breakers | and adjoining them north, the Stock- 

below; one false set with the steering | bridge Indians with the same amount 
pole and we were surely lost. I watched | of front. The Government owning the 

the Indians closely, they were as pale | balance of the territory around to 

and stern as marble statues, the bow | Menasha. 
of the canoe when we descended into] We now decided to make a circuit of 
the breakers, struck a rock which stove | the lake. so as to better understand the 
considerable of a hole through our | situation; which we accomplished in 

frail canoe, when our leeward Indian | about a week's time, on foot with a led 

with the quickness of thought had his | horse to curry our baggage. Encounter- 
blanket ff and over the hole, and his | ing but one white family in the round 

foot upon it. We were going with|trip. This was Mr. Pier who had just 

the speed of the race horse. About a] built a log house on the Fond du Lac 

mile below we were enabled to make|Creek. After getting back and com-
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paring notes, the following was the | manifested some curiosity as to what 

summing up of all we had seen and | we were doing but were perfectly 
heard; First from Green Bay to this friendly. Mr. Webster Stanley was the 

place of our sojournment, on the west | owner and occupant of his house, abou t 
side of the river and lake belonged to the first of November, but we had to 

the Indians, and but three white | make another trip to Green Bay for our 

families, the entire distance of Atty | 004s We hired a boat called a lighter, 

miles—and but one family- between us| this time, of about five or six tons 
and Fort Winnebago (now Portage | “pacity, and with a crew of ten or 
city) and Mr. Pier’s the only house | twelve Indians we made the trip up in 

between here and Milwaukee or She- | S¢ven days, arriving at home on the 
boygan. Being better pleased with | evening of the 16th of November, 

the west side of this lake than any | camping out and cooking rations for 
other place we had seen, and learning | that trip was anything but pleasant at 

that the Government intended trying to | that season of the year. It was the last 

purchase it of the Indians the coming | day that a boat could have passed 

fall, we decided to await the issue, | through, the lake freezing entirely over 

in the meantime amusing ourselves | that night. 
with hunting and fishing and explora-| Although liking the excitement of a 
tions, In September I had the pleasure | new country, I must confess that that 
of ferrying Governor Dodge and suit | first winter was rather tedious. Our 

over the river myself—the ferryman | two families were the only ones nearer 

being abseat—who wason his way to} than Neenah or Fond du Lac, with no 

the annual Indian payment then held | roads but the lake, and surrounded by 

at Cedar Rapids, near the Grand Chute, | Indians, not less than five hundred 

(now Appleton). The entire party wintering within what is now the city 

(six I think) were on horseback, the | of Oshkosh. The next summer was 

Governor ermed to the teeth. He had| passed rather more pleasantly, the 

two pairs of pistols, and a bowie-knife | monotony being relieved by an oc- 

on his person, and a brace of large horse | casional Durham boat passing up the 

pistols in his saddle holsters, I sup-| tiver with supplies for Fort Winnebago, 
pose to impress upon the Menomonees | and frequently a compauy of U. S. sol- 

what he told the Winnebagoes a few | diers. Wehad made some little pro- 

years before—that he was as brave as | gress in the way of farming and in the 

Julius Cazar. At this payment then | fall of 1837, had raised some few {crops, 

held, the treaty was formed, ceeding to | and sowed the first acre of winter wheat 

the Government the territory from here | ever sowed in Wisconsin, and only to 

to Green Bay, and although the treaty | have the most of it stolen by the 
could not be ratified by Congress until | Indians the next summer as soon as 
December, we did not choose to wait— | harvested, they carrying it off in the 

never doubting but what the old yeteran | sheaf in their canoes. 

Governor knew what he was Buaue!| The winter of 1837, we had the first 

Accordingly in the month of October, | accession to our population in two more 

1836, we commenced the erection. of | families, Messrs. Evans and Wright 

two log houses on ground now within | and from that time the country began 

the city of Oshkosh. The Indians were | tossttle slowiy, on both sides of the 

quite plenty here at that time andj river, that upon the north side not
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coming into market until 1840, We | there asa land mark of the early days 

had given this point (the mouth of | of Oshkosh—the other sons are well and 
the river) the name of Athens, and goods | pleasantly located in other parts of the 

were so marked at Green Bay, destined | city. 

for this place; but at a meeting of the| H.A.&J.P. Gallup were here but 

inhabitants, called for the purpose of | afew months later than Mr. Stanley, 

choosing a name for this particular jand together with their father, Mr. 

locality. which was held at the house Chester Gallup, occupied that part of 

of George Wright, and which was at- | our present city, lying on the point be- 
tended by all the French and half: | tween the river near its mouth and the 

breeds trom as far up the river as Butte | lake, a prominent and delightful loca- 

des Morts, and who in fact had no tion, on which they built a house in 

interest in the place or its name, it was 14837, After a few years, the land was 

decided by an even vote that the place | sold, and the brothers settled on land in 
or locality should be known hereafter | the South part of the city, and are in 

forever, as Oshkosh. But it came | good circumstances. Mr. Chester Gal 
nearer to universal suffrage than any |lup and Geo. Wright, sen’r. came here 
election I ever attended, and smoking | at the same time, and after getting 

was participated in to that extent that | fairly under way, in their new adven- 

you could not recognize a person across | tures, in 1887 went back east for their 

the room, the smoke was so dense. | families, feeling confident that the 

Plug tobacco and Kinnikinick (the | county seat would be established here, 

bark of a bush of that name) mixed in| and from the many natural advantages, 
about equal quantities. Such was the | all of which wereso plainly marked, that 

christening of Oshkosh. but little time would be required in build 
EARGY SETTLERS—CONTINUED. ing up a place of importance. Mr. 

In the year 1837 Mr. George Wright, | Chester Gallup still in the midst of his 

Sen. laid his claim to the tract of land | Usefulness, and like his neighbor who 

onthe west side of what is now Main | had just precedeed him, died in 1849, 
St. and built a first class log house on hardly yet having a fortaste of the bene- 

the place now occupied by the residence | fits of his early efforts, also regretted, 
of A. B. Knapp, on Algoma Street. 5 another of the old pioneers that had 

Two ofhis sons being with him at the | gone. 
time, they all went eagerly to work in | A year or two after, David and Thom- 
helping on the incipient process of | as Evans arrived here and settled on the 

building up a city; and how well aimed | lake shore near where the former still 

their efforts proved, is best shown by | Tesides, the latter, Thomas Evans, having 

what that city now is, as wellasin the|died some few years after. At that 

fact of his own success, in preparing | time the whole number of families con- 

the way for his sovs, who survive him. | sisted of that of George Wright, W. 

He died in 1841, before the fruits of his | Stanely, Chas. Grignon, Chester Gallup, 

labor could be fully seen, lamented by | and the Byans. Chester Ford and W. A. 

all around him. Geo, F. Wright suc-|Boyd had settled on the point a little 
eseded to a part of the original claim, | south of the city. 
where he still resides, anda pleasant| In1836 the land on the South side of 

spot it is, “on which to dwell.” The | the river came into market, but even be- 

eld log house built by him, still stands | fore that, the irrepressible squatter had
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pitched his tent; itis said as carly as | new city came on to take possession of 

1835,a Mr. Wright, from what is now | their property, and found, with the aid 

Wrightstown, on the lower Fox river, of Dug outs, the stakes, for most of the 

found his way here, and built a cabin | lots in that city were “water lots,” and 

near the spot where the 3d ward school- | then only saw the joke asit was, pro- 

house now stands. But soon after the | nouncing it as “one little joke” or “a 

land coming into market we find the | “big humbug.” In which ever light 

names of Humilton Stevens, H. .| they saw it, they said but little, but 

Stringham, the President of the Wis- | sought the first opportunity of shifting 

consin Bank of Green Bay, Jno Mead, | the responsibility onto ‘other shoulders; 

and others, whose participation is not so and thus ended the career of ‘Dane 

distinct, connected with the project of | City,’ whose imaginary locality was 

building up a great city there, that where the third ward of our city now is; 

should start into being without the | and what influence it had ou the build- 

usual delays and toil, incident to such | ing up of that part of the city of Osh- 

an object; consequently the name of a} kosh is a matter not clearly defined. By 

new city flashed upon the world and | some process the land fell into the hands 

DANE CITY ir Jos. Stringham, who has done much 

had an existance at least on paper, jin making that part of Oshkosh what it 

if not in the ardent anticipation of its | ROW is, and who still holds a large part 

founders. Dane City, by the indefatiga- of the lots, originally embracing about 

ble, mental and physical efforts of its pro- 400 acres. 

jectors, with the aid of artistic skill, A GOOD EXAMPLE. 

in a very few weeks became a great city.| Another of our old citizens was 

The eee which it sprang into be- | Josonh Jackson, who came here in 1838 

ee with its numerous well laid out) ang being a “higher law” and order 

streets; its Court House Squares, its | man, and not unmindful of the Divine 

public parks and fountains; its mag” |Jnjunction, set an example that good 

nificent church edifices; and last not | men in all times have followed, by ta- 
least, its Zower, that should rival that | king to himself a wife, being the first 

one of old, and be the wonder of mod- | marriage, in this place. The event was 

ern times, was only known to the few at | duly chronicled inthe Green Bay pa- 

home, while the existence of the magic) pers as follows: Married at Athens 

city, was only known to the many | March, 1888 at the house of Chester Gal- 

abroad. Agents went abroad with | lup Esq. by the Rev. 8. Peet, Mr. 

elegant Lithographs, who rivaled the | Joseph Jackson and Miss Emeline 

“Ready Relief” or the Yankee soap | Wright, daughter of George Wright 

man” in eloquence. Many of the lots | Esq. allof that place. Mr. Jackson 
were sold for cash, choice corners and} eoming here at that early day set a 

those on the public parks, were held at | noble example to his fellow man and four 

higher prices, while good business lots days from the time of his arrival, was 

were held at fifty dollars cach, title, | long enough to resolve to do a wise act. 

quit claim or, contract, which in most | He immediately set himself about. build- 

cases answered just as well as a warran- | ing him a house, which he did on High 

tee, and so the “work went bravely on, at | Street about half'a mile west of Ferry 

least every where except at home. At |Strect. In 1844 still a pioneer in good 

length those who had invested in this | works, he put up the first frame house,
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on Algoma Street near Ferry, the same discouraged or disheartened under the 

house being there still and in good re-| many trials and hardships to which 

pair. In 1846, he, in connection with W | they were subjected. They had to 

W. Wright, caused a survey to be made | suffer many privations and forego many 

of the village plat, and commenced the | pleasures, but blessings innumerable 

sale of lots. In 1854, avd again in| they felt were theirs, and they were 

1855, he was elected tothe office of | content, which was richer to them than 

Mayor, being the Democratic candi-| mines of wealth, and the parent of a 

date. Since then we sce him struggling | happiness that gold could not give. 

onwith his fellow citizens, in all the | “We are in good spirits and hard up” 

up hiil work, incident to the building | says a lady in one of the letters alluded 

up ofa new town, and still among us|to, “We have little of the worlds 

with good evidence that many years | goods, but the promise of a hereafter 

may yet be his. shines brightly here,” says another, 

In 1839 ©. J. Coon bought land of while the third, taking a practical view 

Robert Grignon, where he built a mill of the situation, says, “we are working 
which was burned down in 1840, | hard with but few enjoyments, but the 

Mr. Coon, one of the oldest. settlers, and | Progress of the settlement, the rich soil 

a highly respectable member of the promising food in abundance, the good 

community at that time, is still residing | health enjoyed by all, and the care of 

on his land at that place, robust and | our families, keeps us from re- 

active, as most of the old Pioneers are | pining and fills us with hope for the 

who have survived the hardships of a| future.” Where, let me ask, are the 

new settlement; and has lived to see a heroines of romance upon whom so much 

city grow up, and the country so im- mawkish sentiment has been expended, 

proved and developed that it now compared with the wife and mother, in 

stands proudly beside the most favored | all the functions of her high and holy 

portions of the State. office, nobly fightiug out lifes battles in 

Mr, Samuel Brooks deserves honorable | anew country? They sink into noth- 

mention as one of the first heze, and I| ingness, and the bedrabled soul that 

regret that Ihave so little data as to | conjures them up for the insipid food 

be unable to make but a very brief | of silly youth, or effeminate maturity, 

notice of him. He was elected as coun- | is unworthy of an immortality. 

ty surveyor, which office he filled for} Another letter to his friends left 
several yeais; he now resides at the | behind, says, “I have two Heifers worth 

place called Brooks Corners, about five | $50 a peice, and two Pigs, and shall get 

miles north of this city, on the Neenah a yoke of Oxenif they can be found, 

‘oad, and is a well to do farmer. as they are scarce and dear.” Another 
From letters in my posession writ-|says he has raised one acre of spring 

en from here in 1837, 88 and 39, there | wheat, producing 28 bushels, and three 

is plainly visible one feature in all, the | acres of winter wheat, giving him 80 

people though few in number, were | bushels to the acre,and one acre of y 

appy and generally contented. They | Buckwheat. Flour here is $12, Mess 

ere highly delighted with the spot | Pork $30, Potatoes 25c, Beans $3, Corn 

hey had chosen, were fully confident | $1,50, Wheat, 2, Wood $2;” and so on. 
shat it would at no distant day become About that time 1839, the products 

place of importance, and were not | of Winnebago County, were 362 bushels
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Wheat; 446 bushels of Oats; 21 of| have things about Ais own way; result- 

Buckwheat; 1090 bushels of Oorn;| ing, in the choice of Oskosh by a small 

1960 bushels of Potatoes; 209 tons of| majority, and as uswal declared to be 

Hay; 4400 lbs of Maple Sugar; 2 barrels | the unanimous voice of the meeting; 

of Fish, and 9000 dollars worth of| several declining to vote on this mo- 

Skins. In 1840 there were in the Coun-| tion. Robert Grignon ever active in 

ty, 39 Horses, 184 head of Cattle, and| all public measures, and possessing con- 

147 Swine. siderable influence with the Half 
At this time we find Chester Gal-| Breeds, was the God father at the 

lup, and his two sons, J. P.and H. A.| Christening. 
Gallup; W. Stanley;Geo. Wright and] Those whose ears had not been so 

twosons. W. W. and P. V. Wright;| much accustomed to the “gutteral” felt 

the Brooks family, S. Quartermass, Ira} chagrined at the bad taste displayed in 

Aiken, W. C. Isbel, Joseph Jackson, | the choice 

Schooley, C. Dickenson, C. J. Coon,| But like other things not readily cured, 
C. R. Luce, David and Thomas Evans,| [a philosophy, or sense, must be endured. 

Chester Ford, and W. A. Boyd, and| I will beg leave to sayin this con 

probably others, but whose names are | nection, that if they had given the or- 
not now before me. riginal name, not its vulgarity, by 

VOTING A NAME. the use of a superfluous h, the pro- 

The first great conflict of opinions priety would certainly have been less 

which marked an epoch in the history | questionable. The original name was 

of Oshkosh, was in the choice of a name Oskosh, and pronounced by the Menom- 

by which the city should ever after be| onees with the accent on the last sylla- 
known; which took place about this time | ble, and never Oshkosh as now spelled 

in 1889. There wasa great diversity |and pronounced. There is much ina 

of choice, each man bringing out a| name, and for places as well as persons, 

name to suit his taste. A meeting was|@ pleasant name is a thing of beauty, 

called, and the voters from Butte des | and lives long to bless the giver, while 

Morts to the lake assembled, and the| that which has claims to neither beauty 

contest was remarkably animated, and | nor appropriateness, will live long, and 

not carried on without a resort toa lit-| like the mantle of Nemesis, will ever 

tle “logrolling.” The inevitable jug | trouble the possessor. 

was under its favorite bush, and had at Mr. Fitzgerald, who was then in the 

least, one vote. Mr. Evans furnished | Territorial Legislature, and having no 

the box of cigars. All being ready, the | doubt the interests ot his constituents 

informal ballot, brought out the names| at heart, had then the opportunity of 

of Athens, Fairview, Oceola, Qskosh| fixing the orthography of the name in 

and Standford, all good and true, when | accordance with its original meaning 

the electioneering commenced and many | and manner of pronunciation, but by 

abit of eloquence was displayed on the| some inadvertance it was allowed to 

occasion, and not without its concomi-| remain as it was reported from the 

tant expletive, so anxious and persistent meeting, 

was each man for his favorite candidate. FIRST JUSTICE COURT. 

At length the jug under the bush was} Another reminiscence of the early 

heard from, and being as in aftertimes, | times ot Oshkosh is the organization of 

a great electioneerer was beginning to'a court of justice. In the spring of
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1888, Geo. Wright was appointed by | duly swornto hear nothing but the 

Gov. Dodge as the first Justice of the 7 witnesses also to tell nothing 

Peace for this place, and immediately | but the truth, and the trial proceeded, 

assumed the duties ot his office. The | but soon the jury became convinced that 

first suit, growing out of some misunder- | there wasno clear case of guilt, and 

standing in regard to the possession of | were not long, when the case was sub- 

some land, being the first judicial trial, | mitted, in making up their verdict of 

caused not a little sensation, and filled | acquittal with this proviso, that the de- 

the Court room with interested out-| fendent should stand treat all around, 

siders. The case was Jas. Knaggs vs. | to which secret proposition, through the 

Francis Leroy. Mr. Knaggs appeared | Constable, the defendent readily con- 

in person and Capt. Wm. Powell for | sented and the court was adjourned just 

the defense. My informant failed to | round the corner, where there was no 

say whether a jury was called for, or a | swearing required and where the treats 

straight stand up fight on its merits, | came down handsomely, and all agreed 

leaving the new made justice to decide | that the verdict was a righteous one. 

in the case. The issue being fairly| Jan. 6,1840—The Legislature passed 

made, the trial proceeded. Ina niche at | the act for the organization of Winneba- 

the roots of a tree were the refreshments | go County. The county then contained 

both solid and liquid, for Judge and | 135 inhabitants; in 1848 had only 143, 

jury, the solids being the needful for | and in 1846 it had 500 people all told. 

paying off the witnesses, the counsel,| By an act of the Legislature Feb’y 18, 

(like the Dutch Constable of old, had to | 1842, the Oounties of Calumet and 

pay his own fees). Capt. Powell a little | Winnebago were organized from and 

new before a bar of justice, was most | after the first of March, for all purposes 

happy in his argument, and not wholly | of county government, and attached to 

wanting in legal acumen on this oc-|Brown County for judicial purposes, 

casion, gained the case, but bore his|the first election to be held in Man- 

blushing honors meekly, and to this | chester, Calumet county. To this ar- 

day it is said, the laurels of this his first | rangement the people of this county 

forensic effort, are plainly visible on his | demurred, and held their election at 

brow. the house of Mr. Stanley in this place, 

Another little judicial squabble some which procceding was legalized by the 

little time after, the account being | legislature at its first session thereafter. 

traditionary the dates cannot be given,| In 1842 the County was organized 

came off to the amusement of those not | for all purposes ot business, but remain- 

concerned, and to the satisfaction of | ed attached to Brown County for judi- 

everybody. It appears that a certain | cial purposes for a few years after, when 

person whom I will call I. L. D— was it was attached to Fond du Lac county, 

in possession of some goods, wares, and where it remained until 1847, when it 

merchandize, the rightful possession of | assumed its own judicial control, the 

which was doubted, so a resort to| county seat haying been permanently 

justice was had, by the party claiming located here by the legislature in 1845. 

to have beeen despoiled ofthe property, POST OFFICE ESTABLISHED. 

anda lively time it was, several legal! In 1840 the people feeling sorely in 

gentlemen volunteering to try the case. need of a Post Office, and a mail, which 

So a competent jury was summoned and | had hitherto been supplied from Green
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Bay and, Fond du Lac, through the] May,1, 1843—-The first session of the 
means of couriers, which was attended | Board of Supervisors was held; com- 

with great delay and much expense, | posed of W. C. Isbel and. Chester Ford, 
became clamorous for. the organization,| (Mr. Porlier being absent) which being 

of mail facilities nearer home. Where-| a quorum, Geo, F. Wright was appoint- 

upon an order came for a Post Office, |ed Clerk, The Londsof W. W. Wright 

and J. P, Gallup was appointed the |as County Treasurer, were accepted, by 

first Postmaster. To Chester Ford who | C. J. Coon and E. B, Brenan becoming 

was then living a few miles south of surety. They then adjourned to May 6, 

the city, was giyen the contract for | at which time the same Board met again 

carrying the mail once in each week | and yoted a tax of fifty dollars for 

between Fond du Lac via Oshkosh, and | county expenses, and also adopted a 

Bridgeport, now Wrightstown, on the | county seal; device, an eagle holding a 

lower Fox river. a distance of about | serpent in his claws. 

fifty miles. The mail was carried on} At the annual meeting of the Board 

horseback. The first trip made by Mr. Sept. 14, 1843, Isbel, Ford and Porlier 

Ford was a light one, and the mail was | voted to raise a tax of ten mills on the 

carried in hiscoat pocket; consisting of | dollar, and sundry accounts were allow- 

one letter and one newspaper; highly | ed amounting to $36,75. In 1844, the 

suggestive of the greatest impropriety of Treasurer’s report showed receipts for 

robbing the mail, His mail was a light | $49,76; expenditures $49,76. A tax of 

one, but not so his task,when we consider | $125, was then voted for county ex- 

that it was carried through an Indian | penses. Same year an election was held 

country, through deep, snow in winter | for the election of County officers, and 

and deep morass in summer, with but | also to vote for or against a state goy- 
few stopping places, and those not|ernment. The whole number of yotes 

always first class Hotels; we can readily | cast was 23—for a state government 4; 

conceive of a long and toilsome weekly | against it, 19. At this election W. ©, 

journey. And then the task of the|Isbel was elected Register of Deeds, 

worthy post master; jumping out of | Geo. F. Wright, Clerk of the Board of 

a warm bed in mid winter, at the blast | Supervisors, W. W. Wright County 

of the “Tin Horn,” announcing the | Treasurer; J. F. Aiken, Coroner, and 

arriyal of the mail, to “change” it; | Sam’l Brooks as County Surveyor. 

lighting a tallow dip, and with heavy LOCATING COUNTY SEAT. 

eyes peering over the half obliterated} In 1840, the Legislature passed an 

superscriptions; and any one can readily | act providing for the location of the 
imagine his task, when the amount of | Qounty Seat of Winnebago county, by 

his py is duly considered. This sketch | the election of three Commissioners by 

may Le 2 little overdrawn perhaps, | the people. Whereupon, at an election 

but an indistinet recollection of a little | called for this purpose, at the house of 

experience in the same line suggested | Webster Stanley, Robert Grignon, C. 

it. Dickinson and H. Reed were elected. 

In.1843, this place was called the These commissioners after looking the 

town of Winnebago, and the legislature | ground oyer, and hearing the arguments 

passed an act requiring that “all clec-| pro and con, reported that they had 

tions for town or county officers shall | located the seat of justice for the county, 

be held at the house of Mr, Stanley.” on See. 24, town 19, and range 16, now
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Butte des Morts. This repurt ‘took the| The first grist mill was built at Algo- 

people by surprise, and caused much | maby D. W.Forman & Co., C.B. Woolsey, 

dissatisfaction; though from ‘many con-| Agent, in 1848, being a grist and saw 

siderations the wisdom of ‘their choice | mill combined. The second one was at 

could not be severely criticized—but in Jackson’s Point, in 1850. 

view of the general disapprobation, the| Before the building of these mills, 

legislature at its first session passed un | there was great want of lumber, and the 

act fixing it ‘permanently ‘at Oshkosh. | little that was used here at that time, 
Yet another effort was made in 1849 to | had to be brought from Neenah or from 

have the County Scat established at | up the Wolf river, as there was a small 

Butte des Morts, but the project failed | mill somewhere near Shawano; but the 

by 250 majority. Soon after the fixing | supply was far less than the demand, 

the county seat here in 1847, active |and even after the two mills were run- 

measures were inaugurated for the | ning here, it is said, that orders had to 

erection of a Court House, and $300, | be left a week or two before they could 

was voted by the town towards the pre-| be filled. Thus we see the small be- 

liminary outlay. ginning of a business that has since 

FIRST MILL. grown to such an extent, that it has now 

In 1847 Morns Firman commenced | become the leading business of the 

the erection of a saw-mill on the site of | place, and has distinguished it as the 

the present gang-mill—being on the | great lumber manufacturing place of 

north bank of the river and near its | the North-West. The same or greater 

mouth. In the ‘same year, Forman and | distress prevailed for want of flouring 

Bashford commenced building a saw- | mills; for several years the people had 
mill at Algoma, which they pushed to go to Manchester, across the lake, or 

forward to completion a little aliead of | to Neenah, and sometimes they had to 

Mr. Firman’s, and actually made the | £0 to Green Bay, a distance of over 50 

first lumber, although Mr. Firman | miles, to get a bag of flour, This was 

moved first in the matter of building. attended with insurmountable difficul- 

There was, at that time, a strong riyal | ties, as there were no roads, nothing but 

feeling between Algoma and Oshkosh, | Indian trails, and, at some seasons of 

and every effort was put forth in any | the year, these journeys could not be 

direction that would tend to the ad. | performed in any way. In such times 

vautage of either. Thus we see that eoffee-mills had to be used, and even a 

Algoma gained a little victory in cutting | paint mill was a big thing, and brought 

up the first log into lumber, being, | many a grist at two shillings a grind, 

however, but a few months ahead of] provided the owner of the grist would 

Oshkosh. The Algoma mill occupied | do the grinding. One of our citizens 

the site or nearly, of the present mill of | says le kept boarders and did all 

P. Sawyer & Son. the grinding of the wheat in a coffee 

The third mill was built a few years| mill, which took most of his time. 

later,at Jackson’s Point, in the 1st ward | Wheat ground in this way was healthy 

by Geer & Co. no doubt, as of course it could not be 

The fourth mill was built by L.B.Shel- | bolted, but made very good bread: 

don,and on thesite of L.B.Reed’sshingle; The settlers in every new country 

mill, in the third ward. Mr. Firman | experience privations, perils, hunger 

was the first to build a: planing-mill. and fatigue, the recital of which would
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stagger the belief of those who come | houses being in operation in the ‘year 
after them; and the first settlers in | 1g49, 

Oshkosh were no exception to that rule.| As there is in all new places a want 
The first decade of its existence, tried | of something stirring, something to 

both the endurance and the fortitude of | relieve the monotony,everything of this 

its people, and not until 1846 could | nature is eagerly seized upon and made 
they begin to realize that they had not |the most of. If I may be allowed to 

made a great mistake in coming, though | retrogade a little, I will relate an 
none had occasion to retract their first | incident oceurring in 1840, which was 

sayings or opinions of the advantages | one of great interest at that time, and 
that first clicited their admiration. The | perhaps not uninteresting now. This was 

natural scenery, the salubrity of climate, | the first celebration of our American In - 
the rich and fertile soil, have all been dependence in Oshkosh, and a great oc- 

proved to be reality, but the world had | casion it was It took place on the lake 
not seen or appreciated them, and the | shore near the foot of Washington street, 
tide ofimmigration did not set this way | and was of the Pic-Nic order ; ample 

until after 1846, ten long years from | preparations being made for a grand 
the time of its first commencment, then | dinner under the Oaks, every man, 

the stranger came, saw and admired | woman and child turned out to do 
what had held the first comers ten|jt honor. Oxen bowed their necks to 

years before, and from that time on, the | the yoke, aad were hitched to the sleds, 
the flow of immigration was all that the | (they had no wagons) to bring 

most ardent had expected. In 1846 | to the feast the fatted calf, lamb and 
there were but 732 persons in the county, pig, and every thing assumed the proper 

but in 1847, a single year, the popula-| shape for a time that would do honor to 
tion had increased to 2,787, being an | the day and be long remembered 
increase, in asingle year, of over two by the people. Mr. J. P. Gallup was 

thousand. the orator of the day, and J. H. Osborn 
FIRST TAVERN. read the Declaration of Independence. 

In 1846 Mr. Stanley opened a public | The drinking of toasts, and short patriot- 

house on Ferny street, on the corner | ic sentiments, common to such occasions, 

occupied by McKey, Bro. & Folds, | were not omitted, and the day was well 

which he kept as such for several years, | rounded out with such cheer as the 

but as the patronage began to increase | circumstances might admis or require. 
with the new impulse in the affairs of | If there was any lack of a full house, the 
the city, he found it necessary to pull|lack was more than made up by the 

down the old board shanty and erect | determination of all to have a “ glorious 
one more suitable to the business and | time,”—so ended the first grand anni- 

prospects of the place. versary of our American Independence 

The second public house was opened|in Oshkosh, an ocodsion that has not 

by M. Griffin, on the site of the old | been forgotten to this day. 

Oshkosh House, on Ferry street, midway INDIAN TRIAB. 

between Otter and Ceape streets, which| Another incident happening about 

wasa good house, and long supplied | this time and-creating quite a sensation, 
the demand for such a house. has been related to me by one who 

The third one of whichI have any | witnessed it: There were still prowiing 

note, was kept by Otis & Earl, all these ' about here bands of the Menomonees ag
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well as Winnebagoes, and although] and Shawano, as well as on the lake, 
they generally lived together peacefully | and for some five years she performed 

enough, difficulties would sometimes | her trips acceptably to her owners,when 

spring up and outrages would sometimes | the name was changed to Badger State. 

be perpetrated. So it happened that a} On one of her trips at or near Shawano, 
young Winnebago was killed by a] onthe Wolf river, she broke her crank 

Menomonee. It was the custom of the | -—what was to be done? Nothing could 

Indian, when a murder was committed, | be done but to get a new one, and so 
for the murderer to bare his breast to| they started three men on foot across 

the avenging knife in the hand of a|the country to Green Bay, being the 

brother of the slain, or his nearest of | nearest place at which such a thing 

kin, in times far back, an opportunity | could be supplied. After considerable 

not slow to be laid hold of. It was| delay the crank was obtained, and 
also a custom with some tribes to| carried on the backs of these men, 
ransom the murderers by payment of] through a dense forest, without a road 

horses, blankets or trinkets, that might | 0r even a trail to guide them, back to 
be agreed upon, when the guilty party | the place of the accident, a distance of 
would go free, My informant says the | forty-one miles, when the boat resumed 

scene was an impressive one. At the| her trips. 
appointed time for the trial, the} The second steamboat appearing in 

Winnebago chiefs, one in each canoe, | these waters was the Peytona, a fine 
sitting bolt upright, in all the pomp | boat built at Neenah, in 1849, by Capt. 
and panoplys of “fuss and feathers;”| Estis. The Peytona was a great im- 

the several canoes, each being paddled | provement on the Manchester, larger, 
by eight of the tribe, were slowly and | better fitted out, and better adapted to 

silently approaching the place of trial,| the trade on the lake and river, and 

which was the grove near the mouth of | gave good satisfaction, both on her part, 

the river. All being at length seated, | as well as on the part of her commanders 
the accustomed pipe went the rounds on} to her patrons. She had a successtul 

its mission of peace, and the prisoner | career and was succeeded by other boats 

was brought before the Council. The| which will be spoken of hereafter. 
head chiefs of both tribes were seated| Atthis time there were some four or 
side by side, the sub-chiefs being seated | five small schooners or sloops running 

around to do the grunting and perhaps | on the lake, of from five to ten tons, 

to vote if a question should be submitted | and proved quite successful in the lake 
to them; and thus the trial went on with | trade. 

all the grayity of Indian impurturbabil- CHANGE OF TRADE, 

ity, and a decision arrived at, that the Up to the year 1848, Green Bay was 

prisoner should be eer teek 9 On the | the port of entry for all commercial 

payment ofa certain ransom, being then operations, and a depot for all supplies 

and there agreed upon—and so ended} for northern Wisconsin, from time 
another occasion ot unusual interest, almost immemorial. From the first 

About the year 1844 the first steam-| occupation of the country by the white 
boat made its appearance, called the| man, Green Bay was the out-fitting 
Manchester, built at Manchester on the} post for northern and western posts,and 
east side of the lake. It was designed | her foundries and machine-shops, sup- 

to run on the river between Oshkosh plied machinery, her mills the flour, and
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her stores the provisions. In short, the | calumnies not uncommon in such cases. 

people of this new town had been FIRS! STORES. 

accustomed to look to Green Bay for As early as 1843, J. H. Osborne open- 

almost every thing they had to buy, |eda store near the lower end of Ferry 

until stores and provision houses could | street, but soon sold out to Amos 

be started. The change of trade from | Dodge, who changed the location to the 

that place may be attributed to several | old store still standing near the present 
causes. Sheboygan began to offer a|gang-mill, where he did a successful 

better market, with a means of trans- | trade for several years. 

portation more favorable, as well as a The second store was opened by 

market better supplied. The lower| Smith and Gillett, corner of Main and 
Fox river presented serious obstacles in High streets. The third one by Miller 

navigation, and caused great delays in| & Eastman in 1846, on Ferry street. In 

getting goods from the east, while the | 1847 and 1848 several other stores were 
new route from Sheboygan, with a] opened, a law office, a shoe shop and 
plank road to Taycheedah on the east | other branches of business. In 1849 

shore of Lake Winnebago, and boats to} Jas. A. Chesley kept a store on Ferry 

this place, presented less difficulties | street, consisting of all kinds of goods. 
and delays, and at cheaper rates—these | The same year in the Winnebago store 

were some of the causes, and, perhaps, | was opened a general stock of goods, 
the main ones, that caused so radical a by Andrew & Papendiek. Another by 

change as took place, and until the|W. A. Knapp, a general stock, and same 

completion of the railroad to this place, | year Whiteacre & Langworthy opened 

the trade and travel over the Sheboygan |a store with a general stock. In 1850 

and Milwaukee routes was a large one. | M, J. Williams opened the first drug 

It is said that the arrival and departure | store, in which business he has contin- 

of the boats were occasions of great | ued successfully up to the present day, 

interest. being the oldest druggist now in the 

In the Spring of 1847 Edward East- | business in the State. 
man, C. Ford, 8. H. Farnsworth, Geo.F.| In 1849 Governor Dewey and others 
Wright, Wm. Smith, and L. M. Miller, | @tTived here, and made preparations for 

were incorporated a Fox River Bridge the inauguration of active measures on 

Co., for the purpose of building a bridge | the “ Fox and Wiscensin Improvement.” 

at the old ferry, foot of Ferry street.) The first addition to the vilage of 
The company commenced the erection | Oshkosh was made by L. M. Miller, and 

of the bridge promptly, but it met | some others, in the year 1847, which 

stern opposition from parties interested | @ddition was a part of the original 

in other localities, which greatly | claim of Mr. Stanly’s. 

retarded the work, when it was taken | CHANGE OF POSTMASTER. 

and completed by Abel Neff. On the, In 1849 a little excitement arose 

3d of July the first team crossed over it, | about the appointment of a new Post- 

and next day, the “glorious 4th,” |mastrr. Mr. Edward Eastman, the 

hundreds of people tested its capacity, |incumbent of the office, expecting a 

notwithstanding its enemies had pro- | removal in consequence of a change of 

nonnced it unsafe, that it would be | administration, resigned his office in 

carried away, by the current, that it | favor of Mr. Arnold, a good Whig by 

would sink under its burdens, and other | the way. In the meantime confidential
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meetings were being held on the street tona were built, and in the summer 

corners,and there were several candidates following, commenced running between 
in the field, all pressing their claims, | Fond du Lac and Menasha, by Taychee- 
and counting the thing sure; when dah and Oshkosh. 

unexpectedly the appointment of Mr. The market report shows the price of 

Arnold came on, which created great | flour $4,25; Wheat, $1,00; Oats, 25 cts.; 

indignation among the aspirants that the | Potatoes 25 cts; Butter, 16 cts; Eggs, 
retiring Postmaster, being a Democrat, | 12 cts.: Pork $5 per ewt.; Beef, $4,00. 

should appoint a successor. But where | During the year 5000 busheis of wheat 
the joke comes in; one of the aspirants | were raised within what is now the city 

had applied a short time previous to Mr. | limits; 340,000 in the county. The 

Eastman for the same favor that was high price of provision was complained 
bestowed on Mr. Arnold; but Arnold jof and emigrants advised to bring their 

being a good Whig, showed fight, and a | provisions with them. 

meeting was called to settle the matter.| At the close of this year there were 

This meeting declared A. A. Austin,|six dry good stores, four groceries, 

then a Judge of Probate, as beiag the | seven lawyer's offices, two shoe stores, 

man, he having received the greatest | two taverns, one saloon. One steam 

number of votes. A motion was then |saw mill, one shingle mill, one furni- 

made and unanimously carried, that the | ture shop, one sash and door shop, two 

fortunate elect should pay the beer; the | cabinet makers, one watch maker, 

judge coming down right handsomely |one gun _ smith, one harness 

in the spirit as well as letter of the|maker, three black smith shops, 

motion. Mr Arnold assumed the duties | one physician, and one newspaper, (7 

of the office, notwithstanding the ban | iawyers! 1 doctor!! a sound body but 

of displeasure was held over him, until| bad at heart). Of the butcher shops 

the June following, when A. A. Austin, | one was located on the corner of Main 

Esq., was duly appointed Postmaster, | and Washington Streets,where Knapp & 
vice G. Arnold removed. Fowlers’ Grocery Store now is, but it 

In April, 1849, both Democrats and | was too far out of town, and the pro- 

Whigs made a nomination for town | prietor was notified that he must move 

officers, but many being opposed to | nearer the business part of the place or 

making a party nomination, a third | lose his patronage, which hint he acted 
party was brought ought, called the| upon instantly, moving his shop on 
People’s Ticket, which ticket was | rollers, and saved his trade by setting 
elected by respectable majoritics. up near Ceape Street. 

osikosH IN 1849. Ainos Dodge and Geo. F. Wright this 

Some more genesal items of improve- | year added greatly to their facilities of 
ment not mentioned before as occurring | storage and forwarding, by making a 
in 1849, may be briefly mentioned as} large addition to the old Ware House; 
follows: The lake and river trade was | and doing a lively business. 

carried on by the steamer Manchester,| A little incident quite amusing hap- 

and some three or four small vessels,} pening about this time, may be men- 
and an addition to the “marine force” | tioned. A young Norwegian, a little 
was greatly needed. It didn’t have to | green out west, was anxious to yote on 

wait long, for in the winter of 1849-50 | the question of the proposed change of 

the steamers, D, B. Whitacre and Pey- | the county seat to Butte des Morts, and
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also wanting toentera piece of land; of the gravity of the most serious of its 

seeing a doctors sign for vaccination, , members, and never failed in accom- 
mistook the word for naturalization; plishing its purpose, except in one case, 

and stepping boldly into the office ot | and that one, one of our most respecta- 

the modern Galen, desired to be vaccin- | ble citizens, who never speaks of it to 

ated. The doctor ordered him to be | this day, without a smile on his coun- 

seated and make bare his arm, when he | tenance. 

produced his lancet, preparatory to the | In May, 1850, there was a report, 

venrenes Norwegian ee uD se | though found to have but a feeble hold 

a that sey to do it? ae jon facts, went the rounds, causing not 

‘To be sure,” says the Doctor. “Well I | only a sensation, but actually retarded 
want it done right, so I can vote on the | the settlement ot the place, which had 

county seat, and get a pre-emption of | been growing quite rapidly. The scare 

someland.” The doctor just beginning | however soon passed over, and the pro- 
to [see it, told the young Norwegian | gress of improvements regained its 
Rane t16 had Bot into the ere shop to | usual vigor. The following description 

pre-empt his land, and was directed to of the immigration to the place, and its 

the Register’s office, and to the Clerk of condition at the time,I find in the Dem- 

the Court for naturalization. | erat of May, 1850. It says—“The influx 

Sn eee of immigration irto this portion of the 
In 1850, Oshkosh was not behind | state, the present spring, is far greater 

sister villages in charitable and reforma- | than had been anticipated by the most 

tory institutions. It had at this time sanguine. The whole tide appears to 

“Saukeon Lodge No. 82,” I. O. of O. F.| be rolling this way, and in and upon us. 
which held weekly meetings in their By day our streets are crowded with 

Hall over W. A. Knapp’s store. immigrants, prospecting over our beau- 
Also Oshkosh Lodge, No. 27, A. F. & | tiful village; and the advantages, and 

A. M., whose hail was over Weed’s rapidly growing improvements, mark 
store, on Ferry Street. | it as a place of wealth and importance 

At the same time I finda record jat no distant day. By night, our Ho- 
of the “Oshkosh Division of the S. of tels, under the management of experi- 
T..—J. P. Gallup, W. P.; H. Rogers, W.| enced and obliging landlords, are all 

A.; and R. L. Howard, R. 8. filled to inconvenience. Every boat 
One other institution of a little differ- | that arrives at our port,—and there are 

ent kind has been described; not strict- | daily arrivals—bring the mechanic, the 
ly a benevolent institution, yet the | artizan, and many others of other in- 
widow’s heart had cause to bless seme-| dustrial pursuits; who, from choice, 

body for aid received; and not a few | have selected this for their permanent 

were the acts of kindness bestowed on| homes. The pioneer from Eastern and 
the unfortunate in other cases. This | Southern States, and many who had at 

institution was called the O. E.O.1001,/an early day, temporarily settled in 

and held weekly meetings for mutual} other parts of this State, are fast 

benefit, by way of, “laugh and grow | making their way to this part of Wis- 

fat.” The more sedate and staid mem-|consin. The German population which 

bers, it is said, made but short member- | is not at the present time inconsidera- 

ships, but received great benefit. Its | ble, is being augmented by constant ar- 

distinguished feature was the upsetting ' rivals, bringing with them their
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peculiar habits of industry and enter- | and probably would have fared better 

prise. These considerations combined, | in the public estimation, if less eager- 

justify the conclusions, that have already | ness in big profits on sale of lots, had 

ceased to be a probability, that Oshkosh | been practiced. It is said, at one time 
must continue to remain the most im- | lots were held at such high prices, that 

portant commercial town along the the prospector was deterred in his pur- 

line of communication from the Missis- | pose of settling there —that, however, 

sippito Lake Michigan. With water was a fault socommon as to be almost 

communication and privileges un- excusable; and Oshkosh was not entire- 

bounded— a soil unsurpassed in fertility, ly exempt. 

variety—timber, openings and prairie In July, 1850, a tri-weekly mail was 
land to suit all taste—with a ready and established between Oshkosh and Ber- 

easy market to the best marts east and lin, and soon after extended to Ceresco, 

west; nothing remains but a knowledge | 20W Ripon. July, 1850, Arnold & Gates 
of these facts, to invite to this portion started a steam saw mill near the bridge. 

of the State, from among the flood of In the same year the town of Nekimi 
emigration moving on in search of | W48 divided, and that portion along the 

{ homes in the west.” lake shore organized into a new town 

L- IMPROVEMENTS AND PEOPLE. by the name of Black Wolf. A portion 

g In the summer of 1850, Messrs. Weed, ot Algoma, adjoining Sheldon’s Mill, 

Gumaer & Coon built a bridge across | ¥* attached to Winnebago. ss 

the river at Algoma, and that place, The population of Oshkosh in 1850 ¥ 

y now the 5th ward of our present city, | was 1392, of whom 758 were males, and 

po was improving rapidly— mills being | 634 females. The professions and occu- 

D erected, dwelling houses, bridges, &c., | pations were nearly 2s follows: Lumber- 

being among the improvements most |}men 26, Lawyers 29, Merchants 24, 

w prominent at that time. The rival | Saloon keepers 9, Butchers 8, Black- 

f spirit thathad been kept alive from the |smiths 11, Editors 2, Speculators 1, 

-~ first, still continued, and every nail | Bakers 3, Printers 8, Grocers 11, Far- 

driven, and every blow struck, was|mers 21, Laborers 98, Carpenters 77. 

but good evidence of their determina- |Men who had no visible occupation, 

tion to outstrip Oshkosh, its rival in | sometimes miscalled gentlemen, 31, The 

the race. Nor was the idea of making | balance being pretty well divided up 
Algoma the place, relinquished until between nearly all the various vocations, 

about the year 1856; when Oshkosh had | not mentioned aboye, in which this 

rather got ahead of her sister village,— | place was well represented. The na- 

had actually become a city. The | tivity was, Maine 72, Ohio 42, Conn. 10, 

superior advantages of the latter, in|N-H. 14, Penn. 42, Vermont 67, N.Y. 

river and lake navigation, nearness to | 335, Michigan, 16, N. J. 6, Mass. 32, 

the expected railroad, and in some | Illinois 24, Wisconsin 175, New Bruns- 
other respects had only to be seen to | Wick 33, Wales 24, Ireland 76, Canada 

be appreciated by those who came here | 82, England 75, Germany 226, balance 
to look about, and gave her that ad- | scattering. 
vantage her rival could not do away. Oct., 1850,—Edward Eastman was 

It cannot be overlooked, or denied, that! nominated on the regular Democratic 

Algoma had a position that entitled | ticket for Member of Assembly. Wm. 

her to the most respectful consideration, Blanchard was the ncminee of the Whig 

OSHKOSH PURLIC LIBRARY
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party. Jas D. Doty was the candidate | fractory or unwilling to comply with 

for Congress for the 8d district, and | the orders ot the wardens. 
elected by 4000 majority. Mr. East: | Hotchkiss’ line of telegraph from 

man was elected to the Assembly. At | Milwaukee to Green Bay, was completed, 

this election the Democrats elected their | and Oshkosh put under the influence 

Congressman, Member of Assembly, | of lightning facilities, for communica- 

Dist. Attorney, Treasurer, Clerk of the | ting with the rest of the world. 

Board, Suryeyor, and Coroner. The A little excitement occurred here 

Bolters elected the Sheriff, Register and | about this time on the subject of the 

Clerk of the Court. The total vote of | fugitive slave law. Rumors had been 

Winnebago County was 1665. in circulation that there were human 

The Board of Supervisors met Nov., bloodhounds on the scent for some 

1850, a full board, and having a large | black men and women, who had re- 

amount of business before it. All orders | cently come to this place. Oshkosh had 
ever issued by the county up to the | gtavitated decidedly towards Democra- 

present session, were cancelled, and de-| cy. Stillit was not believed that it 

stroyed except $700. Orders allowed | would be a good hunting ground for 
about $2000, making the indebtedness | fugitives of a dark color; therefore on 

at that time less than $3000. The re-| the possibility of such a thing hap- 
port of the County Treasurer showed | pening, a meeting was called at the 

$1600, in the treasury, in tax certificates, | Court house to take, not only the slave 
which were supposed to be available; | hunters into consideration, but the law 

showing an actual indebtedness of| itself, called the fugitive slave law. At 

about $1500. The Board ordered a tax} this meeting the subject was pretty a 

of six mills levied for county purposes | freely discussed, the majority of the 

—two mills for schools, two mills for} meeting leaning toward the full execu- : 

State tax and one-fifteenth of a mill for | tion of the law, winding up by the ’ 

the asylum for the blind. A resolution | passage of resolutions sustaining it; but “ 
passed that after that date, no fees| hinting that slave hunters had better 

should be allowed in assault and bat-| keep away from Oshkosh. 

tery cases. In the fall of 1850 there was much 

The new steamer, Whiteacre, built by | complaint of the deep mud on Ferry 

J. Harris, and name changed to Oshkosh, | Street, and many suggestions for an 
was sunk soon after in the lake near | improvement were made; and the best 

Fond du Lac. She left that place about | of these suggestions was, that the street 
eight o'clock in the morning on her | be laid with plank, no other way was 

regular trip, and when out but a short | then thought of. The block pavement 

distance was found to be sinking, and/| was not then in use, at least, out west, 

turned round to put back, but was una-| and no very clear idea of its practical 

ble to do so, sinking in about four feet | utility or advantages. None then had 
of water. The cause of the accident | so wild a dream as that the same street 
was supposed to be the ice, which was | would, as now, be paved by blocks, or 

of considerable thickness at the time. | that Main Street in the city of Oshkosh 

In Nov., 1850,a Board of Fire wardens | would ever be graced by a Nicolson 

were appointed to examine into the| pavement. But thanks to the spirit of 

condition of the fire apparatus in the | improvement, a spirit that never dies, 

village — many however proving re-| and thanks, too, that our new Lumber
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city, had minds to conceive, and energy | when their new church edifice on Al- 

to execute, this great and much needed | goma Street was so far finished as to 

improvement. Following closely this | allow the use of the basement for pur- 
meeting an ordinance was passed provid- | poses of worship. The old house is 

ing for the planking of Ferry St. In} still standing, sound and healthy, but 
good time, plank were laid on each | bearing no marks now of its once hay- 
side of the centre of the Street, making ing been consecrated to a high and 

two tracks of plank, and one of mud in| holy purpose—it is now occupied as a 

the centre, a decided improvement on | dwelling, and a Feed and Flour Store. 

all mud. The people became a little excited 

A birds eye glance over the improve- | over the subject of excessiye toll at the 
ments for the year 1850, shows the old | bridge, and the usual remedy, a meeting 

Oshkosh House enlarged and greatly | was called, to ventilate the matter, and 

improved, a Brooklyn House on the|haye their grievances redressed in 
south side of the river, and a Winneba-|some way. The bridge had just com- 

go House; seven or eight stores; several | pleted its first year and proved itself 

manufacturing establishments. though | far more useful than its enemies had 

yet on a small scale; a brewery; two | predicted it would, and now its owners 
drug stores; Insurance and real estate | desirous of making more money out of 

offices; Doctors, Lawyers and Dentist’s | it, imposed an extra tax on the peo- 

offices; school houses, a good deal better ple, by raising their commutation rates 

than none; places of religious worship, | of toll about a hundred per cent; to 

—a step in the right direction; a tem-| which the good people demurred, and 

ple of justice and retribution, called a | the meeting called at the Court house, 

court house and jail; and many other of July 16, 1851, was the means used to 

the lesser lights of progress. While at|reach a remedy. At this meeting 

Algoma, they had an Eagle Hotel and | crowding the Court House to its utmost 
Algoma House; a new mill; several | capacity, it was suggested that they go 
houses going up and a bridge. Showing| back toa free ferry; others that the 
altogether in both places, unmistakable | city buy the bridge; which seemed the 

signs of great progress. most plausible and was concurred in by 

In 1851 the Portage Canal was so far|many. After talking the matter over, 

finished that two steamers had already | a committee was appointed to call on 

passed through it, In the same year | the Bridge Company for abatement of 

the Congregationalists, having until | charges, which was to some extent con- 

this time used the Court House as a} ceded, and all tried to be satisfied for 

place of worship, built a church on | two or three years, when the bridge was 

Ferry Street near Church Street, and | bought by the city «nd became a free 

the Methodist society erected a neat | bridge. 
commodious chapel on the site of the| The Rock River Valley Railroad 

present one, on Church Street. The | opened at this time a new line of trade 

House built by the Congregationalists, | between Fond du Lac and Green Bay, 

was of good size and height, pews neat-| by a line of steam boats to Menasha, 

ly and commodiously arranged; the | plank road to Kaukauna 13 miles, and 

whole edifice well painted and wearing | thence by steamboat again 20 miles, to 

the garb of neatness and good arrange- | @reen Bay. By this route the trip was 

ment. This house was used until 1859,/made in seyen hours. The steamer
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Menasha supplied the lake part of the |ance here. She was a double engine and 
route. a well built boat for the trade for which 

The Democrat of August, 1851, says: | she was designed—to run on the Wolf 
“On Thursday last, five steamers were | river. 

leaving this place at the same time. INDIAN PAYMENT. 
The Menasha and Peytona, for foot of ao ae ee lee eae 

the lake; the Oshkosh and Badger State, uel 00 Bee Sie hs ts a 

for Berlin, and the Mitchel for Mukwa.” | ; PPR OR PE CRs NAPA Bees Ry 
‘ : in every imaginable sense. Merchants 

It is needless to say the editor was 
i 3 and traders looked forward to these 

greatly exhilarated on the occasion. 2 uy * 
: : - occasions with great earnestness in order 

The same editor went into extatics over : : 
f ea to get their dues; as it had long been 

the new Soda Fountain, a new institu- : ; 3 
i rey the practice to trust the Indians until 

tion here, put up by M. J. Williams, payment Ik waa attended, too, by & 

“Tt sent forth its sparkling waters,” he : i : 
a very large class who had no dues to 

says, “to the comfort and delight of 
% j ‘ collect, but had goods to sell, and they 

thousands,” (rather lucrative business)— . 

that same fountain is still sending forth pane noe sore abla lbs Opporeinity. oF 
eg ne SHae wasaniticline aa ea did traflicing with the unfortunate creatures, 

ee ee ota canto lose aan. | that would part with their last dollar for 
hak Sa ae ny yaa i a mere trinket of no value. It was also 

ee pce attended by hundreds from mere 

Up to this time Oct., 1851, there was curiosity or for recreation, and lastly, it 
but one school house in this part of the |... attended by gamblers, bad charac- 

place, and that was a small one, and 4S | ters of all kinds; every possible device 

most school houses were at that time, | was resorted to, to get the last cent of 
low, illy ventilated, badly arranged, /the miserable and degraded beings, 
and entirely inadequate in regard to | whose numbers were everyg year grow- 

size, to accommodate the growing (up) ing less, and who would, in a few years 
population of the place. A ae house | entirely disappear. So it became a game 
was much needed, and the subject came | of “now or never” and to say that on 

up for 'free discussion, Some Proposed such occasions, conscience, or rectitude 
to raise by tax 1000 dollars to build a | o¢ purpose, had any part or lot in the 

new one; to the propriety of this prop- | matter, would bea gross misrepresenta- 
osition none dissented, but all felt | tion of things as they were A person 

poor, as is generally the case when a | who was there says: “The poor remnant 
new school house is to be built, and | of the Menomonees were gathered there 

doubted the expediency of taxing the | in their squallid inisery, and any num- 

people at that time for such a purpose. | her of eating, drinking and gambling 
It was suggested that they use the| saloons were clustered about, meat 

Court house, as they were soon to have| shops, stores, confectioners, clothing 
anew one; others proposed that the shops, and a little of everything found 

matter be put offa little longer, which | jn any large village, was there, and 

suggestion seemed a popular one, and every meansto get their money was 
the whole matter was postponed to a | resorted to—a painful sight.” 

future time. (that time will be noticed] oy, 2, 1851, the steamer Berlin was 

in its proper place.) partially burned at her dock at Men- 
Oct. 21, 1851, the steamer Berlin, | asha; the engine and hull saved, most 

Capt. Malbourne, made her first appear- | else lost.
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Another year in the history of Osh- | picious circumstance with others quite 

kosh is glanced over, and I would con-|as mysterious, were communicated to 

tinue my practice of noting each and | Mr. Patridge, when he sought for and 

every step in its progress, each new |returned home with the boy to his 
store, shop and office; but so multiplied | home, and taking also with him this 
are the improvements, and so many are | Indian woman and her family; whom 

the accessions to all branches of trade, | he kept at his house over night. Mrs. 

that itis now impossible without great- | Patridge did not recognize the boy as 

ly enlarging the limits designed for this | hers,and Mr. P. was not fully satisfied 
brief work; and perhaps trespassing too | it was his boy, though all his friends 
far on the patience of the reader—here- and neighbors were convinced that this 

after I shall pass on more rapidly, only | was the lost child. The Indians re- 

noticing such events, or such improy-| turned to their camp, taking the boy 
ments and progress, as will be most in-| with them as Mr. P. had relinquished 
teresting to the reader; or such as may | all claims to him. His brother, F. H. 
be useful as matters of reference, or | Patridge on hearing that the boy was 
valuable as historical record. given up, started in pursuit again, and 

CHILD Lost. finding the child, sued out a writ for 

The greatest excitement that had | the recovery. 
ever occurred in this community, was in} The question then came before E. L. 
April, 1842, concerning a little boy | Buttrick, Court Commissioner, who 
some four years old, said to have been | after patiently hearing all that could 
stolen from his parents, named Patridge, | be brought to bear on the question, 

in the town of Vinland, adjoining this | postponed his decision for a short time, 

place,— bya Menomonee woman, called | intending probably to bring the case 

Nah-kow. Mr. Patridge was a well to | before the regular term of Court, per- 
do farmer, and had beside his farm in | haps not wishing to take the responsi- 

-Vinland, a piece of timber land some | bility of deciding a case of so much 

five miles from his residence, where he | doubt, but changed his plan as being 

made maple sugar, and was in the habit | illegal, and came to the decision that 

of taking his family with him to the|the child belonged to the Indian 

sugar camp. One day this boy, Casper, | woman; Mr. Patridge to pay the cost. 

accompanied his father, and being left} Pending this decision however he 
alone somewhat, was missing and | had allowed the boy to remain in the 
search was immediately made in every | family of Mr. P., he giving bonds of 
direction without avail. Theneighbors | $2000 to deliver the child up to the 
turned out, and all the country far and | Indian Superintendent on the requisi- 

near, and all the Indian villages and/tion of the Court. Immediately on 

camps were visited with no good result. | hearing of the decision, some one start- 
It was generally thought that the In- | ed to inform the Patridges, and at the 
dians had stolen the child, and the | same time the Sheriff started on horse- 
whole people became interested in the | back with an order for the boy. On 
search. At length a small party of the | arriving and finding the boy he pre- 
Menomonees made their appearance | sented his orders but was informed 
and among them this woman Nah-kom, | that if the boy went, fe, Mr. P., must go 
having with her a little boy that did/along, and requesting the Sheriff to 

not appear to be her child. This sus-| wait untila team could be harnessed,
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During this delay some twenty of Mr. | payment was to be made next day—du- 

P.’s neighbors presented themselves and | ring the night the child was bern. I 
informed the Sheriff that the boy could | asked Col. Jones to put this child on the 

not be taken back—and so the boy was | roli, he said it could not be, except by 

spirited away and Mr. P. claimed that | the consent of all his chiefs—then thé 
he was not holden on the bond, as the | child should have its share in the pay? 
child was in the Sheriff's custody when | ment—they were willing—the boy was 

taken away. put on the roll—his share was given to 

But the Menomonees were not dis- | me—I gave it to his mother—It was the 

posed to give the child up so, and | same child taken from us—It is the truth 

through their Superintendent, got pos- | Iam telling. And now we want you to 
session of the boy once more, and he | help us to get back the child—we still 
was taken to Milwaukee. The Pat | hope to find him—we cannot give him 

ridges then sued out another writ be.|Up—we want you to satisfy the public 
fore Judge Smith, and pending the that the child is ours—we hope to take 

trial, the boy was placed in the hands him with us this time. I came from a 

of the sheriff, After a full examination | great distance—once before, the child 

of the case, the judge also decided that | was carried off by force, after the law 
the child belonged to the Indian woman | had decided in our fayor—and now he is 

Nah-kom, and that it be giyen up to again carried off—we are grieved and 

her-—but to remain in the hands of the | disappointed—this is why we ask your 

Sheriff for two days in order to give the | help.” 

Patridges an opportunity of taking| May 7, 1852, the old jail was declared 
other legal steps if they chose to do so, | hy the Grand Jury as a nuisance. They 

| —but instead of taking legal measures | say; “they deem it their duty to pre- 

further they made off with the boy. sent, not only those who offend against 
Smarting under a sense of this new | the laws of the State, but also whatever 

wrong, a delegation of the tribe went to is offensive to the sense of humanity. 

Milwaukee, their old chief Oshkosh be- | Their attention has heen called to the 

ing at their head. He sought the office | jail of the county, and having visited it, 

of the Milwaukee Sentinel, and wished | and made a careful examination of the 

to tell his wrongs to the editor of that | premises, they feel it a duty they owe to 

paper, that he might tell the world.— | the county, to the Court, and to them- 

On being permitted to relate the story selves, as well as to suffering humanity, 

of his grievances, he made a speech, be- to declare Bs in their official capacity, as 

ing interpreted by Robt. Grignon and utterly unfit for even a temporary abode 

Wm. Johnson, that in sincerity and ap- | 0f human beings. 
parent truthfulness, as well as eloquence, About this time May 25, 1852, consid 

would gain him a high position as one | erable excitement arose on the subject 

of nature’s orators. So far as this speech | of the Neenah and Menasha Dams. The 
relates to the lost child it is given en-| waters of Lake Winnebago had risen 

tire. “I was at the payment at Lake | about two feet at this place, and was the 

Poygun, made by Col. Jones, when this | subject of much complaint among those 

child was born. I then lived with my | who were suffering from it. The cause 

people on the Wisconsin. I was desired | of the rise of water was justly attributed 
to come to the payment with my tribe— | to these dams at the foot of the lake.— 

‘the roll had all been made up—and the | Meetings were held here, as well as in
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Fond du Lac, and some pretty strong|putting on city airs, and ready to take 

resolutions passed, (not belligerent) andjupon itself a name, and the 

a committee from both places appointed|responsibilities of a city. 

to see what might be dome to lessen the} The people taking this view of it 

evil—at length the matter died away andJadopted a city charter by 177 majority, 

nothing of great moment was done, or|held their first charter election under it, 

conceded as I can now learn. and elected Edward Eastman as their first 
mayor April 5" 1853. There were two 

A FIRE tickets in the field, Democratic and 
Independent. Mr. Eastman, being the 

Oct. 15, a large two story building,Jnominee of both parties, had little 

known as “Bode’s Barn”, somewhere near|difficulty in being elected. The following 

the present Adams House, the upper part|persons were the first municipal officers 
of which was finished off for a ball room, jelect. 
was destroyed by fire, with two other 
small buildings, supposed to be the work|For Mayor, Edward Eastman 
in incendiaries. This is the first fire of]City Clerk, Wm. Luscher, 
which I have seen any account in|Treasurer, W.H. Weed 
Oshkosh, and as this particular element|Marshall, E. Neff 
has in after times acted so important a|School Supt., E. R. Baldwin 
part in the purification and upbuilding of|Alderman 1 Ward, W.G. Gumaer, H. 

the place, this first occurrence deserves|Swart, 
a passing notice. Assessor, D.Dopp, 

Justice, C. Coolbaugh, 
FIRST BELL Constable, J.A. Rae 

2"! Ward Alderman, M. Griffin, A. 
In February 1854, a town bell, cast by/Andrae, 

Fred Gaenzler of this city, was placed in}|Assessor, W.A. Knapp 
the cupola of the building on Ferry Street|Const., F. M. Crary 
corner of Ceape known as ‘Marks Block’.|Justice, J. R. Forbes 
The bell weighed 700 Ibs. and had an|3d Ward Aldermen, A. Neff, S. Wyman; 
excellent tone. It was the first one made|Assessor, F. Leach 
in the State, and the manufacturer had|Justice, L.B. Read 
reason to be proud of a thing that could|Constable, M. Moody. 
so well sound its own praise. The 
building was destroyed by fire inthe great} In the spring of 1853, the Local Press 
fire of 1859, and the bell was lost; but it}thus speaks of the business of the place, 
was recast, and is now on the cupola of|“There are more buildings put up, more 
the Engine House, having no less the ring|life and activity all around town, than 

of the true metal than of old. formerly. Last season there were 
untenanted houses, they are all occupied 

OSHKOSH IS A CITY now, and a great demand for more. All 
our dealers are receiving heavy stocks of 

In progressive times like the present,|goods in their respective lines of trade 
when boys jump suddenly from the kitejand activity, and prosperity apparent on 
and marbles to the manly habit of cigarsjevery side.” Such is the initiatory of the 
and a headed cane; and girls from dolljnew city. 
babies to moonlight rambles, and 
everything characterized as being fast;| In May 1853 the people were agitating 
it is not at all strange that a village of|the subject of a railroad from Milwaukee 
two or here. The need of rail road facilities were 
three thousand inhabitants should be beginning to be felt since the
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place had become a city, and business of|time was done by a plank track on each 

every description had greatly increased.|side of the street, leaving a space in the 
The lumber just then beginning to be made|centre without plank, a decided 

to some considerable extent, with yet aJimprovement on the old hottomless road 

small market at home, was wanting means}that the street was, before the plank was 

of sending it away; the country in its}laid. 
agricultural resources had just begun to be} In Dec. 1853 the Board of Supervisors 

developed, and a little surplus was also|took action to commence the erection of 
looking abroad for an outlet; in short every;county buildings. They appointed a 

operation was feeling cramped for the}committee to begin immediately the 

want of railroad facilities—and  thelerection of a fire proof building for county 

prospect of a road from almost anywhere|offices, and instructed the members of the 
was a matter of interest. In furtherance the|legislature from this county to procure the 

project every necessity for, and every|passage of a law authorizing the county to 
advantage of that could possibly be shown|issue bonds, to raise money to build a 

up as an inducement, such as our fertile}Court House and jail. 

and well settled country, our large and 

navigable rivers, running direct from the FREE BRIDGE. 
great pine forests, our lumber : ae 

manufacturing, as well as our fast growing me March ey the city, began a)sejoice 
is over the immediate prospect of a free 

town, were all held up to view. The], . é 

council, convened to take the matter into pee: ue od poe a ie pes 2 
a : ‘ rickety old affair, and a nuisance beside 

consideration resolved that in accordance bei I brid d th ie hod 
with the provisions of the law, an oe ie a ae 2 penis 
ordinance be passed, pledging the credit become impatient to have the toll bridge 

of the city of Oshkosh to the Milwaukee, Se rucnan gio a wie ese of the city 

Fond du Lac and Green Bay rail road romed end net une ance long ant 
earnest discussion, was a_ satisfactory 

company, for the sum of $50,000, Apes ath t 
provided said company will contract for] "7/70 ia pide cok 
the building of the road direct to Oshkosh. eatin efor: wag mene to gee tie bride at 

COUNCIL ROOM. Broad St. Meetings were called and at one 
time it had some prospect of being carried 

The Council at their regular meeting May|to success. It was however, decided by a 

6", 1858, resolved to grant licenses for|majority of 152 votes at a meeting, March 

selling spirituous Liquors, to Hotels for}16, to purchase the stock of the old one, 
$20.00, to saloons $25.00, and that the}and bonds for $2000 were ordered to be 

City Attorney be directed to prosecute alljissued, as soon as the entire stock of the 
persons selling liquors without a license.}old bridge company shall be transferred to 

That the watchman be paid $20.00 per|the city. But the trouble did not quite end 

month for this ordinary duties, and that he|here; the opponents were not all dead, and 

ring the city bell, at 9 A.M. and 12 M:;|so application was made to Commissioner 

and at 6 and 9 P M—for which services he]Buttrick for an injunction restraining the 

received $5.00 per month. They alsojcity from issuing their bonds for the 
passed an ordinance providing for the|purchase of the old bridge. This 

planking of Ferry Street; which in due|injunction was granted, and duly served
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e Mayor (Edward Eastman,) but MAYOR'S PROCLAMATION 
uaving an eye to public good, a In Aug. 1854 the Mayor issued his 

ping in view the expressed will of | proclamation, saying, “the excellent 

people, declined an answer to it, health of our cityis a subject of con- 

which contempt he stood responsi- | gratulation, and our total exemption, 

, but was sustained by the people, | thus farfrom cholera, and other dis- 

finally the injunction was with-| eases that are now so generally pre- 
wn, the applicants paying their own | valent throughout the country, should 

t. Itissaid that an excitement so|be acause for sincere and heartfelt 

ense had never before pervaded this | thankfulness on the part of every mem- 
munity, and from a circumstance | ber of the community. 

rthy of mention, it appears the ele- Now, therefore, in order that the 

ts were enlisted on the side of the | healthfulness of our city may be pre- 

position, for the very next morning | served, and pestilence and death kept 

er the vote was taken in favor of the | from entering our households, I have 

¢ bridge, a part of the old one was | deemed it proper to issue this proclama- 
tied down stream; but was recovered |tion, enjoining upon every citizen, 

d replaced, and served the people }and particularly upon all heads of 
ll, (for it isa good bridge that car-| families, a strict and unceasing obser- 
s one safely over) for a year or more, | vance of the ordinances enacted for the 
en it was replaced by a new bridge, | purpose of guarding the public health. 
er the manner of the old, and that in | All persons are required under penalty, 

rn, performed its duties faithfully,|to keep their premises from offensive 
| Being succeeded by the present “swing | substances, and nuisances of every 

Bridge.” kind”—etc.—ete, 

|) The Charter Election April 8d 1854, The steamer Barlow, while at the 
| Fesulted in the election of Joseph Jack- dock Aug 7th 1854, burst one of her 
| : me boilers, killing two men and 
'|80n for Mayor by about 300 majority. | seriously injuring several others. A 
‘)Euscher Clerk; Weed Treasurer; Wash-| coroners inquest was called, and the 

Burn, Superintendent of schools; Rae Mar- | facts elicited were, that the boilers 
“Bhai. In 1855 Mr. Jackson was again were defective, as the sole cause of 

ig is the disaster. There appeared to be no 
“@eeted. After the lection of Mr. | blame attached to the engineer as_there 
_dackson the first time, the opponents of | was less than the usual pressure of 

“Ticenses sent up a petition to the coun- | steam on at the time. 

1 against granting license for the sale| The disturbance at the place called 
“of liquors. This caused great excite- | “Bode’s Barn,” where balls and dances 
‘fment among the men of freedom, as | were frequently held, ending in a dis 

they called themselves, those who were ee Ap is shown up by the Come 
in favor of licenses, and finding that the | @” Of that date in the serto comico style 
ev'd. Mr. Sans pastorof the German meee fh pomother Great bari ne 

stheran Church, had circulated a pe-) ‘There was a sound of revelry by night; 
ition, visited his house and made| And Bode’s famous hall had gathered there 

\reatening demonstrations, requiring Themen, aster ci ice, mgs braye 

aoe orreae bette nae one) MME). «yacasd yearid teat harelle; palais 
out avail. The council not being| Music and mirth its rapturous swell, 

ly in favor of prohibitory measures, | Soft eyes looked love to eyes which spake 
matter was allowed to die away. And ait went merry as a marriage bell; 

,
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but hark! some one is kicking up a row NEW FOUNDRY AND MACE 
below, the scene is changed, and such a March 7th,1855 —A new F 
change, O Beer! lager and common, yo U! Wachine shop was started und 

are wonderous strong, but hi quite 80] of Powers, Rogers & Co. in ti 

lovely in your strength as is the light, embracing all the minor branche 5 
of'a,dark eye in ere Brus sore dee business under that general head. Sam. 
perate fight ensued in which all engaged year Messrs. Cottril, Peasely & Johnson 

ye ae who ran away. The apesile are preparing to build an extensive new 
of “Bodie” was fought over again, the! steam saw mill with a capacity for turn- 

struggle was short but eee ing out five millions of lumber. Also 
Quite a number were slightly killed —| sme year the new Steam Flouring mill 
One old gentleman appeared on the at Jackson's Point was in successful op: 
field armed with a sausage chop  , eration. 

weatl yeea formule wespom hegrent| 9 kn a aa iang age tone Fitzgerald 
ly distinguished himself” ‘This noted became the owner of the steamers Me- place was soon after destroyed by fire as 1 j 1 ne TBLGHa: elbow hare: m8 ha, Peytona, oor ow, Eureka and 

Knapp, being the entire steam boat foree 
In the tall of 1854 just before the elec- | on the lake and rivers. The large in- 

tion I notice the names of Joseph Jack-| crease of travel and freight on this 
son for State Senator, L. M. Miller for | route induced Mr. F. to make a bold 
Assembly, Thos. Follett for Sherig’, ©. A.| Strike and control the trade on these 
Weisbrod for Clerk of the Court, &c. &c, | Waters. 
These names were flying at the mast THE NEW CEMETERY. 
head of one of the city papers—the next | The Mayor agreeably to the vote of 
week just after election, I find in the | the Common Council, purchased of Mr. 
same paper, the following; “The elec-| Grignon, 20 acres of land on the north 
tion yesterday resulted in the complete | side of Lake Butte des Morts, about 
rout, or flattening out, of the Democrat| half a mile above Algoma, for 2 new 
ic party in this county. The few Dem- cemetery, and immediate steps were te- 
ocrats who have the affrontery to show | ken for fencing and laying it out. The 
their faces in the street, look, as if they | wisdom of this movement is obvious in 
had been initiated in the 1001, and| the beauty of the spot chosen. 
hadn’t exactly made up their minds} Apr. 1855.—Comptroller Dennis and 
what to do about it.” The above is} yr, Henning cashier ot the Oshkosh 
rather severe on the 1001. Bank, had made artangements after 

Nov. 6th, 1854—The season of navi- buying up nearly the whole circulation 
gation is about closing. The Peytona at a great discount to redeem the billgty 

has made her last trip. Stages have been of pone ane SUPE Tait Bet condeaner) 
put on between here and Fond du Lac | *10" 0 aaa (a 
and other places, for the winter, and A NEW YORKERS TESTIMONY. | 
everything is preparing to go into win-| He says—“The termination of my tri 
ter quarters, having seen a season of} was at Oshkosh, a town in the northe 
prosperity seldom surpassed in this | part of Wisconsin, on Lake Winnebagh? 
place. The winter isthe night of the|and atthe confluence of the Wolf a: 
year,and isto the vegitable world, what | Fox rivers and though but six yea 
night is to the animal. old,a place of some four thousand inhal hy
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itants. Whe Wolf river pinery is cele- | proving the new cemetery, the appoint- 

brated for the abundance and good | ment of a person to take charge of the 
quality of its lumber, and Oshkosh is | bridge, and lastly that an addition be 
destined in my opinion, to become the | made to the schdol house, as being 

seoond city of the State,”"—twelve years | entirely inadequate to the wants of the 

after, a prediction fully verified. city. These suggestions and recom- 

I find the following in Mayor Jack- | mendations embrace all the much need- 

son’s inaugural, Apr. 11, 1855,“since the | ed improvements of the city. 

organization of our City government, WINNEBAGO AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

many important and necessary improve- The organization of this society was 
ments have been made by the council, | perfected April 11, 1855, and a consti- 

all of which it was thought tended to | tution adopted—the officers then elected 

the comfort and convenience of the peo- | were G. P. Vining, President, J. H. 

ple, and had added materially to the | Osborne, Secretary, and John Daugher- 

value of city property. In the first ward | ty, Treasurer. 
there is now completed and in good July, 1855, the Common Council re- 

condition 675 rods of good plank side- | fused to grant licenses to the dealers in 

walk. There are also some 400 rods of | ardent spirits in this city, which created 
street in this ward, which has been gra- | quite an excitement, some characterizing 

ded. Inthe 2d ward there are 950 rods | it as arbitrary, as the subject of license 
of plank sidewalk and 80 rods of gra- | was not in issue at the election. 
ded street. In the third ward there February 6, 1856,—The Steam Plan- 

has also been considerable movement in ing Mill of Phelps, Carlton & Co. on 

the way of plank walk, and opening and | Jackson’s Point, also the lumber mill of 
aioe thoroughfares, J.H. Porter were destroyed by fire. 

The whole amount expended during | Both buildings belonged to Mr, Porter 
the two years, since the organization of and his loss was heavyy—no insurance 

the city goyernment, is about six thous- | on any of the property destroyed. 

and dollars; this sum includes the| February 13, 1856, the exciting topic 
amount paid for the bridge at Ferry | ofa railroad to Ripon was under dis- 

street. cussion. Meetings were called—dele- 

The fine and commodious line of | gations from Ripon and Milwaukee 

steamers now lying at the docks, in | arrived and buacombe was as cheap and 
readiness to commence their regular | plentiful a commodity at that time, as 

trips, are worthy of notice, and I trust | since, and the road built, equipped and 

will be well patronized by our citizens, | running in a day, that is in the excited 

that their owner may be renumerated | imagination of its projectors—only it 

for his enterprize. During the past | wasn't built. A company was formed, 

ear there was manufactured over ten a portion of the stock taken, and a 

nillion feet of lumber, and the amount good share of the grading between here 

f logs coming down this spring is esti- | and Ripon was done, but it fellthrough, 
ated at forty million feet.” I mean the project, not the road, that is 

The Mayor then recommended that | still a Le ete pee 
— ection 

i; Malate sould a oneendh eo Shee thos: A. Follett "oag ceed 
idewalks, opening and grading new | Mayor, J. R. Forbes, City Clerk, D. ©. 

reets; the setting out of shade ees | Hicks, Treasurer, John La Dow, Mar- 
ong the walks, the fencing and im-' shal, and E. Wheeler, School Supt.
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TRINITY CHURCH. | faithful performance of the condition 

June 30, 1856, the corner stone of the | of said bonds. Conditioned that the said 

new Episcopalian Church, was laid | Company shall faithfully expend the 

with appropriate ceremonies. That | proceeds of said bonds in the extension 

society had long felt the need of a new of said road from Fond du Lac to Osh- 

church edifice, and after commendable kosh, and that they shall pay the 

persistency in their efforts in provid- | interest on said bonds when the same 

ing means for building a new one, it | Shall become due, until the road is 

became very gratifying, not alone to | completed to Oshkosh, and in operation, 

them, but to citizens generally, that and shall make cash dividends to the 

their hopes were so soon to be crowned city semi-annually, sufficient to pay the 
with success. This church has since interest on said bonds, provided the 

been enlarged and improved, and isa earnings of said road shall be sufficient 

building that does no discredit to our for that purpose. And provided fur- 

city. The society had been using the ther, that the said company shall de- 

hall of the Sons of Temperance as a liver to the city certificates of full paid 

place of worship until that hall was stock to the amount of one hundred and 

burned July 1, 1856. fifty thousand dollars, of said company. 

ANOTHER FIRE. And provided further that the Mayor 

July 1, 1856—The Foundry & Ma- and Clerk shall not be authorized under 

chine Shop of Williams and Sterns was the above resolution, to issue or deliver 

destroyed by fire together with their | °"Y of said bonds to said company, until 

machinery, tools, mouldings, &¢. The all the conditions above are fully com- 

fire also consumed several other build- | Plied with. 

ings, including the Sons of Temperance} The year 1856 brought With it the 

Hall used as a place of worship by fullest realization cf those times which 

the Episcopal Society. The loss was had been anticipated for several years. 

$12,000 to $15,000, and threw a large In, 1855, there was an improvement 

number of men out of employ. over the previous year,und holders of city 

An old paper published in this city property began to see the thing coming, 

in 1856, says: “We have been told that | but not until’56 did it burst fully into 

there is no less than $2000 worth of |View. Then came the climax, and the 

beef consumed in this city each week, fever as well as fervor of excitement 

and notwithstanding the facilities of | WS all that the most enthusiastic could 

raising and fattening cattle in this | desire. Real estate fever ran high, and 

county, almost the entire amonnt of fat prices hung but little lower in the 

cattle are purchased in the south part scale of values, fictitious or real, than 

of the State or in Illinois.” in the older cities. Real estate changed 

August 6, 1856—The Common Coun- | hands readily at really fictitious prices, 

cil passed a resolution authorizing the |and the good time had really come 

Mayor and Clerk to issue the bonds of whose long coming was but hope de- 

the city to the amount of $150,000, and ferred. Oshkosh had prior to this 

deliver the same to the Chicago, St.}made commendable progress in im- 

Paul and Fond du Lac Railroad Com | provements and population, its growth 

pany, provided that said Company shall | had been healthy and steadily onward; | 

pledge to said city $200,000 of its first| but in common with other western 

mortgage bonds, as security for the! towns and cities, it must get up and go
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ahead for these times tolerated no | true, every word of them, as I see they 

plodding, no slow coaches, no old fogy- | run through seven consecutive issues of 

ism—“kite or clear the track,” and to> that paper; from which I have taken 

borrow a phrase of the immortal “Sam.” | the following facts. “The City of Osh- 

‘she kited.’ Well there is nothing like | kosh contains 10,000 inhabitants, end 

etting a good start, trusting to the | that it is situated at the mouth of the 

ae = heavy bodies to carry it | Fox and Wolf rivers(granted, being still 

through all intervening space. So it eee that the land rises to the height 

was with our city. She got a good | of thirty feet, 1000 feet from the river; 

start, and although the bubble of specu- | that there are over 30 miles of good pine 

lation burst in 1857, our good city was | side-walk in the city limits; that fifteen 

only slackened in its progress, not stop-| steamers are running connecting us 

ped, its movements were more cautious | with Neenah and Menasha northward, 

but she was not thrown off the track | Fond du Lac on the South, and the up- 

like many western towns. per rivers westward; that the Chicago 

The market report of April 1858 will | and Fond du Lac rail road connects us 

perhaps be an interesting item to look with Milwaukee, Janesville, and Chi- 

at from our present stand point. ole! on re epg that Winnebago 

$38@325; Wheat 45@52 cts per bushel; | Railroad, then in process 9 construction 

Oats 18@20 cts. Potatoes 18@20 cts; | connects with Milwaukee and Horicon 

Beans 60@7%5 cts; Butter 16@20cts;|rail road.” Several other roads are 

Eggs 8@10cts. per doz; Cheese 10@12 | spoken of extending in every direction 
per lb. In the grocery line, Brown | from Lake Superior South. And lastly 

Sugar 11@12, Rio Coffee 12@15 &c., &c. | that there were, “eleven Churches ten 

DEATH OF OSHKOSH. Hotels, and six public Hall’s.” The most 

One of the most noticeable events of of the above oe ee than) verified, 

that year, is the deathof the old Me- |” of the lines of rail way re not yet 

nomonee Chief Oshkosh, which occurred ee 
Augst, 30 1858 at Keshena, Shawano Rokinieh range ag acy 

eae > cA os the boat was a total loss; the passengers 

tribe. Ofthe immediate cause of his ae their baggage were taken about 

death there are various opinions, many one mile to the shore. 

attributing it to Lis habits of intemper- April 5, 1859,—S. M. Hay was re 

ance, while others say it was brought on elected fo ithe office of me and Geo, 

by trouble with hisown sons, who with Burnside ee City Olerk, in place of 

the Agent and some others were trying ae oo bevel of 
to have him sign certain papers relin- nM aa pe 7 ae neie 

quishing his right to some lands in this aa ae a i h = a Cb tne ate 

State, causing serious trouble between bain la a a a ale a ey 

them and the old Chief. It was as he api aa ere = 
Anpposed:)'@ (conupiacy lapuinst iin, al breed, tosome sixty acres 0} , and 

Sse Siar fe .’ | lying near the Cemetery. He claimed 
which, in his old age so grieved him hie lahdsby virtee of t fi z 

: y virtue of a grant from gov. 
that his death soon followed. enone 

a. Hei hey aaah on oa 8tY | The Chicago St. Pauland Fond da 
gh encomiums | Tac Rail Road was sold in Janesville, 

on the City of Oshkosh, which must be | June, 1st 1859, for the sum of $200,000
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8, J. Welden and O. D. Ashley, Agt’s. of | BUILDING UP 

the first mortgage bond holders, being On the 24th following the fire, there 

the purchasers. The road was sold wn- jg a list occuping more than one column 
der a plan of organization adopted in of the Democrat (which had saved its 

March, and for the purpose of being | press and some material), of new build- 
more speedily completed and put in | ings all ready going up, and many of 

operation | them nearly completed— ten to twenty 

LSUERE ST SAS | days was the time required for putting 
This fire occurred on the night of | up a store, office or shop, so great was 

May 10 1859, and swept clean almost | the zeal and energy in repairing dama- 

the entire business part of the city. ges. Several buildings two _ stories 

It broke out inan unoccupied barn be- high, and of good proportions, were 
longing to the Oshkosh House on the | eontracted for in ten days, to be 

East side of Ferry Street, and between | ready for occupancy. One building a 

Ceape and Otter, and was not stayed in millinery store two stories high, 16 by 

its work of destruction until it had) 94 ¢o pe built in five days;—every body 

reached Algoma and Washington, and | ¢ya¢ could handle a saw ora hammer, 
not until it had swept everything in| was brought into requisition. 

its way on both sides of Ferry Street,| July 27 1859 —the Jail,an old wooden 
for three entire blocks. The Courier | )yi1ding, was burned, and an insane 
and Democrat Offices were burned, the | woman who was confined in the upper 
Post Office, the Oshkosh and Winne | room of the building, lost her life. 
bago Houses,—stores, Lawyers offices, At the same time an attempt was 
Butcher Shops, Shoe Shops and in| made to set fire toa dwelling house on 
short every thing that stood in the way; Algoma St. and the man caught in the 

leaving a field of charred rubbish, and | act, and bound over for trial together 

a whole city to mourn over the ruins.) with two of his accomplices. An in- 

The number of buildings destroyed was | tense excitement pervaded the entire 
estimated at one hundred and seventy- | community in consequence of this at- 

five, and the loss was half a million of | tempt to set fire again, being less than 

dollars. This loss was felt the more | three months since the great fire of May 
heavily as nearly every place of busi- | previous. 

ness was swept away, and but a small prner 1 .RORKCURSION 

part of the loss covered by insurance. On Thursday October 13th, 1859— 
The origin of the tire was no doubt the} 14, gest train on the Chicago and 

work of an incendiary, and the time | Northwestern Railroad arrived at this 
and place well chosen, in the accomplish place, bringing a large party of both 

ment of his PANES: sexes, who were intending to make a 

Mine wounm wey tall Fhe) esuoek. much Steam-boat trip as far as Appleton, but 
more severely from the fact that it had the programme being changed, they 

but just passed through ayear or more | made a trip up the Wolf, instead, to the 

Cee re eunee shapes asied ane great delight of the excursionists. They 

a So UHNLS, pny, a ane este were hapily disappointed in what was 

she incommon with her sister villages obvious to every one, the importance of 

and cities, had suffered to a greater or | 1yi, point, and would hardly believe 
lesser extent—at least it was quite un- p 2 
prepared for a calamity so overwhelm. | shat a few months before, the whole 

ing. business part of the city was laid
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in ashes. It was on the whole a great | ly all covered with buildings, very few 

day for those who had never before seen | of less dimensions than formerly, while 

so much of the Badger State. | very many are of a better class. Sev- 

The advent of the first train through, jerai brick blocks are already up or in 

was also an occasion of much interest | process ot erection. and some of them 

to our citizens generally, for they had |areelegant structures that would do 

for along time been coveting the ad- | honor to any city. Those who suffered 
vantages to be derived from a direct | by the fire have so far recuperated that 

connection with Chicago, and now that | they are again going ahead as if nothing 

the first train had actually arrived, and | had happened. 

that long looked for connection had| And thus we seein a single year a 

come, the occasion was naturally an | new city built up, fresh and finer than 

important one to our people. the old one—a growth uncommon even 

RAIL ROAD ACCIDENT. in the western states; for its rapidity 

Noy. 1st, 1859—but atew days af-|@nd healthiness, and one that would 

ter the excursion spoken of aboye, there surprize the old fogies ofthe East. 

was another over the same road, which | But it arises from this fact; Oshkosh 

ended in a disaster almost unparalleled. | has a location, for commerce, and for 

This excursion consisted mostly of per- | 2gticulture that does not permit laggard 

sons trom the several towns on the| movements. It occupies a position 

line of the road beginning here with | where business must be done—where 

four cars, filled with invited guests, six | business is done naturally, not forced 

more cars at Fond duLac and at Wat-|or constrained, but in the order of 

ertown several more, making about/| things; business centres here—a city 

seven hundred of the excursionists in| has been born here from natural laws, 

all. Their destination was Chicago, | the legitimate result of cause and effect. 

and never dida party set out with|One thing should be borne in mind 

brighter prospects or higher hopes, and | that Oshkosh though born poor and 

seldom wasa termination more dis-| though, too, a backward child, its 

astrous. Five of the mangled dead, of | maternal parent was necessity, and 

the party from this place, were borne| Nature the putative father, and even 
to the grave on the Thursday following, | now in her youth, her constitution is 

while many of our citizens were more|such that no fortuitous circumstance 
or less severely injured, enshrouding | can enfeeble it. 

this community ina gloom never be-|} July 18th, 1860—the Republican party 

fore witnessed. organized a company of widawakes 
January 1860—the new Court House, | being the first organized of the kind in 

had been pushed forward almost to| this place. The club numbered nearly 
completion, at this time, and a reason- | one hundred members, and took a very 

able certainty presented that it would | active part in the election of Abram 
be complete for the April term of court, | Lincoln to the Presidency. 

following. INDIAN WRONGS. 

It is one yearsince the great fire During the year 1859 and 1860, it 

when Ferry Street was a desolate} became well known that certain per- 

waste; a charred and blackened field | sons were making another effort in the 
with hardly a sign of where the city|old and continued series of wrongs 

was. Now that blackened field is near-! heaped upon the Indian. A delegation
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of the Menomonces was sent to Wash-|completed Sept. 1861. This noble 

ington to lay the matter before | structure is over five hundred feet long, 

the government. On an investigation | having a draw, spoken of at the time 

of the charge, it was found that a com: |as the finest specimen of bridge archi- 

bination of Indan Traders, and specu-| tecture in the west. Forty-two tons 

lators existed’ pretending to have | of Iron were used in its construction. 

claims of one sort and another, amount At this time several military com- 

ing to $300,000, and they were making | panics had been organized, equipped 
superhuman efforts to have that claim | and sent forward, all of which will be 
so fixed that it would be ralied against | noticed in another place. 

the Indian Department, and some part} October 22 1863—there wasa great 

of which should be withheld from the |stir about lighting the city with gas, 

forthcoming payment. The magni- | but for some reason of which I have no 

tude of the claim as well as the doubts | account, the thing ended in gas, leay- 

existing of correctness, caused the | ing the people in greater darkness than 
Government to investigate the matter, | before, as they were quite in the dark in 

as it was generally believed that nearly | regard to the cause of the failure. 

the whole claim was fraudulent. Con- December 1863, the M. E, Society of 

sequently an agent was sent here, but | this city had received and put in the 
the investigation was far from thorough | cupulo of their church, a fine bell, 

or satisfactory, but brought out the fact | weighing about one thousand pounds. 

that it was far from being a just claim| Dec. 8d, 1863—Schneider’s Hall was 
of anything like the amount preferred. | opened to the public by the Oshkosh 
These claimants had so worked their} Amateur Theatrical Company This 

card that they had brought over even | Hall was destroyed by fire in 1866. 

apart of the tribe in their favor, and QUID PRO QUBO 

it is said the government Interpeter and | ‘The Northwestern of Dec. 1863, is 

even the Agent favored the claim, the | responsible for the following little tit 
correctness of this rumor, was not fully | for tat, which will do to repeat by way 

established, and the claim or a portion | ofa change. “Two colored gentlemen 
of it, was lost sight of, while the whole | of the tonsorial profession, arriving in 
thing became so mistified, as is gener-| our city, dropped into a Billiard Saloon 
ally the case when big steals are to be | and commenced playing to while away 

perpetrated, that very few outside the |a lonely hour ina strange place. After 
ring knew, or know to the present day, | playing awhile, the Capt. politely in- 

anything about it. formed them they had better quit, as 

ANOTHER FIRE their being seen there wouldinjure the 

In May 24th, 1861—I tind a record | reputation of his business, and so the 

of another incendiary attempt to de-|darkies left. Onthe Sunday morning 

stroy the town by fire. This occurred | following, the Capt. called at their room 

on the East side of what is now called | to get shaved, but was very politely 
South Main St.,and swept everything | informed that ‘they could not shave him 

clear from the Seymoure House to the|as his being seen there would spile 

bridge, including two Hotels and sey- | de reputation of their establishment as 

eral stores, |dey feared.’ The Capt. profaning a 

The Rail-road bridge across the riy- | little, was seen going up street cogita- 

er just below Ferry Street bridge, was|ting on the uncertainty of human -
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events. and the chances of turn and] Washington half way to Shonoan; and 

turn about, but at last accounts had | then crossing to the North side of Wash- 

not come to a final conclusion.” ington, it burnt everything between 

THE DRAFT OF 1863. Jefferson Avenue and Main St., includ- 

It is needless to attempt to describe ing two public Halls, Post Office and 

the excitement produced in this place | Several stores, saloons, &c. _ This wae 

at the time, by the draft. The quotas, the second great conflagration, either 

how to fill the quota, was a subject of | OMe of which would have paralized the 

interest, and discussed by everybody | energy of a less enterprising city, BAY 

Oshkosh felt the strain upon her pop- nothing of a score of less destructive 

ulation, pretty severely, but came up to fires; but not so here, for in less than 

the requirements, as cheerfully as the | §'* months, one entire block is rebuilt 

nature of the case would permit, and by substantial and tasty brick build. 
raised money, bought substitutes or ings, that would grace the streets of any 

sent her own young men to the war| “it, and another block in the eee 

with commendable promptness—but ae covered by buildings, includ- 

here as elsewhere, the necessity for | 8 OR fine brick building on the east 

drafting was a dark cloud over the side of Main Btreet. 

community, that only a conquered and February 24, 1866, occurred one of 

honorable peace could dispel. those sad calamities, which cast a gloom 

¥IRE’S. | over the entire community, which was 

January 8th 1866-—the residence of| the Boiler explosion at the Foundry of 
Jace Welch. was dest royed by fra J, F. Morse & Co., killing four men who 

Next day the Wisconsin House, owned | were at work in the establishment. The 

and kept by Wm. Suhl, was burned—| cause of the explosion was not known. 

loss mostly covered by insurance. June BANKS AND BANKING HOUSES. 

18th, same year, a block of wooden In 1853 the Oshkosh City Bank was 

buildings belonging to Col. Woleott, on organized; Jas. Kneeland, President, 

the corner of Algoma and Ferry Streets, jand B. §. Henning, Cashier. This 

was destroyed. This building was oc: | Banking House continued but two 

cupied by O. F. Crary, grocer, E. Smith | years, but during its brief existence, it 

& Bro. Druggists, Chandler & For-} was closely identified with the iter~ 

man, music and fancy goods store, and | ests of the place, and conferred perhaps 

several others occupying the building— | greater benefits on the general prosperi~ 

loss on building, $5000; Insurance | ty of Oshkosh than itself received. 

3,500. Insurance on the stocks of FIRST NATIONAL BANK. 

goods, partially covering the loss. “There is perhaps nothing in this city 

In May, 1866, still another fire and the | that so clearly illustrates the successful 
most destructive since the great fire in| results of industry, economy and finan- 

May, 1859. It broke out on the west | cial ability, as the first ten or twelve 

side of Ferry Street, sweeping the entire | years of the First National Bank. In 

block without leaving a timber stand-| 1852, Mr. Ansel Kellogg, representing 

ing, the buildings being entirely of the firm of Darling, Wright, Kellogg & 

wood; then crossed to the east side of | Co., with a capital of four thousand 

Ferry street, and swept away nearly | dollars, in one side of the room occupied 

every building between Waugoo maa by J. W. Scott as a jewelry store, entered 
Washington Streets; then along on| upon the doubtful experiment of a
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banking business in the village of| then taking place, is well shown by a 
Oshkosh. With Mr. Kellogg, young | deposite of 230,000, an amount said to 

and inexperienced, having just grad- | be larger than any bank in Milwaukee 
uated troma New England farm, the |or Madison. At this time, 1865, Mr. 

question was, would the profits support | Kellogg retires from the Presidency and 

even the expenses of an economical | 8. M. Hay became President, P. Sawyer, 

man. Mr. Kellogg was himself the| Vice President and R. B. Kellogg, 

bookkeeper, teller and cashier, and so | Cashier. 

closely did these dutics tax his time, COMMERCIAL NATIONAL BANK. 

his mental and physical powers, that In Aug., 1854, I find the name ot 

his subsequently impaired health was | Nelson Fletcher as Banker and Broker, 

attributed to it. At first it was a mere | who was succeeded in January, 1855, by 

brokers business, and consisted 1m buy- | Fletcher & Strong. 

ing and selling exchange. Depositsat| Nov., 1856, the Oshkosh Commercial 
that time, were not large, and the dis- | Bank was organized under the General 

count line was necessarily limited from | Banking Law, with a capital of $50,000. 

the amount of capital employed, and | Nelson Fletcher President, and Henry 

the limited demand for money in carry-| Strong, Cashier. Nov., 1858, Messrs. 

ing on the business. But the fact was| Reeve & Roe succeeded Fletcher & 
established that Mr. K. was a safe and Strong, the bank continuing under the 

reliable banker, and at the end of four! same name as before, Thos. T. Reeve, 

years it was found that the business | President, and G. W. Roe, cashier, 

had paid fair dividends.” Oct., 1865, the bank came undcr the 

From August 10, 1856, the business National Banking System, called the 
was carried on under the firm of Kel- | Commercial National Bank, with a capi- 

logg, Fitzgerald & Co., with a capital | tal of $100,000, Thos. T. Reeve, Pres 
of $30,000, until April, 1857; when the | nd G. W. Roe, Cash., as before. Of its 

institution was organized under the | suecessful career, and present prominent 

general Banking Law, with a capital of | position in our city up to the present 
$50,000. During the depression of| time, it is needless forme to speak. 

1c 859 and °60, that amount of capital | That it is ably and judiciously conduct 
cou.’ not be used profitably, and in ed, and enjoys the fullest confidence of 

May 1860,the capital was reduced to its patrons, is also well shown by de- 

$30,000 again, by the withdrawal of posits, in amount not less than any 
Mr. Fitzgerald and his interest from banking institution in the State. 

the institution, a withdrawal considered THE NEW BRIDGE. 

a loss to the business and general inter Dee. 2d, 1865, the new bridge was 

est of the city. Under this new ar-| opened for the passage of teams, Hagan’s 

rangement the circulation was gradually | omnibus being the first to crass, followed 

retired until but little remained out- | closely by the inevitable Kelly with his 
standing. dray. The citizens generally felt a 

On the first day of February, 1863, | lively interest in the completion of this 
the Bank reorganized, and commenced | |yridge, and the event was very justly 

business as the First National Bank of | marked by considerable enthusiasm by 

Oshkosh, with a capital of 50,000. The | the whole people. It is a Howe’s Truss 

confidence in the new National Bank, | Bridge and is a well and substantially 

together with the increase of business, | built structure. The contract for the
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erection was made in July, 1865, to | ued the publication until the spring of 

be completed by January 1, 1866. The | 1852,then called it the Oshkosh Democrat. 
contract price was $19,600, which | At that time Mr. George Burnside boug’t 

amount was paid, together with $1500, | an interest in the paper and continued 

more for extra work and material, mak-| it under the firm of Geo. Burnside & 

ing the total cost of the bridge $21,100, | Go., Mr. Densmore continuing the Edi- 
David McCartney was the contractor | tor until April 1858,when Mr. J. Daugh- 

and Edward Sargent the engineer. This | erty became the Editor, the name 

bridge is a little over 600 feet long,| remaining as before. In March 1855 

with a draw of 150 feet, and works well, | Martin Mitchel succeeded Mr. Daugher- 

reflecting favorably on the builder. It ty as Editor, Burnside & Co., continuing 

is an object of pride, and properly so, | the publishing firm until May 2d, 1856. 

to our citizens, showing the liberality May 9, 1856.—Mitchel & Smith be- 

and enterprize that characterizes our | came the publishers, Mr. Mitchel being 

city in all its public improvements. the Editor, until Aug. 15, 1856. 

By the building of this new bridge| From Aug. 26, 1856 to January 20, 
two old “Beauties” were dispensed with, | 1857, the paper was publishod by Mark- 

The old bridge was a mere crib, and ham & Felker, when C. G. Finney pur- 

though it had served a good purpose in | chased the interest of Mr. Markham,and 

more ways than one, for it is said our| the paper was continued by Finney & 
lumbermen met there “on change,” and | Felker until April 1858. 

many a sharp trade was whittled out on| From April 18, 1858, to July 21, 1860 

its frail railings; its passing away was | the paper was published by Finney & 

regretted by none. It had its day, its | Davis. 

friends and its enemies, and while a July 21, 1860 Mr. Geo. Gary became 

grateful remembrance will be entertain- | Editor and publisher, but sold out Oct., 

ed by the former, its enemies will re-| 4, 1860 to C. R. Nevitt, when the Demo- 

spect it for the good it has done. The | erat ceased to have a name, its restless 
other “beauty” spoken of, was the old spirit finding a resting place in the 

scow whose motive power was all things | }osom of the Weekly Northwestern. 

by turns and nothing long. It served Fox River Courter. 

out its Lrief day between the old and In June 1852 Mr. J. H. McAvoy issued 

ps Uy ie GT the first number of the Fox River Couri- 
thing of “Beauty” it came far short of ér, but soon after sold out to J. Crowley 

bee aren later of the Menasha Advocate, and still 

Tue Press—Free Democrat. late of the Manitowoc Pilot. Mr. Crow- 

July 9, 1849, Messrs. Densmore and|ley continued the Courier to August 

Cooley issued the first number of the | 1853, when he sold out to Read & Ney- 

Oshkosh Free Democrat. The first pa- | itt. 

per ever published in this City. It was Messrs. Read & Nevitt continued the 

asmall sheet, but ably edited by Mr.| Courier weekly until August 1857,when 

Densmore who was a ready and able|Mr. Nevitt sold his interest to Mr. 

writer. At the end of the first volume | Strong, the firm being Read & Strong. 

he sold his interest in the paper to his |The paper was then published by Read 

partner and went to Milwaukee. After | & Strong until December 1862, when 

an absence of three months, he returned | they sold out to Morley & Davis. 

and bought back the office and contin-| Messrs. Morley and Davis continued
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the Courier until August 1864, when it | tern, and that too had an honorable but 

ceased to exist, the proprietors uni-| brief career of six months, dying Aug, 

ting with George Gary in the pub-| 1861, lamented by ‘all save its nearest 

lication of the Northwestern. friends. 

Tue NorrawesTERN. Osnxosh DELEGA'ES. 
In May 1860 D.C. Felton & Co., is-| In August 1860 the Oshkosh Delegate 

sued the first number of the Worthwes-| was started by M. P. Shipper as the or- 

tern, and in October same year C. R.| gan of the old Whig party, but under 
Nevitt one of the firm, became sole pro- | unfavourable auspices, and after a few 

prietor, and continued the paper to May | issues, an arrangement was made with a 

26, 1864—From that time (May 1864),| young Lawyer, late of Milwaukee, to 

to Noy. 10, 1864 Geo. Gary & Co., were | take the Editorial management. Being 

the publishers. associated with Hiram Morley as pub- 

In Nov. 1864, Mr. Morley retired leay- | lisher, the name was changed to the 
ing Geo Gary and B. F. Davis publishers, | Oshkosh Republican, which continued 

and was published by Gary & Davis until | but a few months when the material of 

March 1866, when C. G@. Finney bought | the office was removed to Fond du Lac. 
Mr, Gary's interest and the paper was On the 24th of January, 1861, B. F, 
published by Finney & Davis, by whom | Davis published a paper called the Osh- 

the Northwestern is still published. kosh Republican, but it was discontinued 
Dames. May 34, 1861. 

On the 10th of July 1854 Messrs.Read | The Winnebago Telegraph was start- 
& Neyitt issued the Daily Courier,which | ed in the fall of 1849 by Dr. B. S. Hen- 

they continued until Dec. 1857, when it | ning, who issued but a few numbers and 

died. sold out to Morley & Edwards. Mr. 

August 26, 1856, Messrs. Markham & | Edwards succeeding to the sole manage- 

Felker started the Daily Democrat which | ment of the paper, continued its publi- 

was continued throughout all the chan-| cation about two years,when he removed 

ges of the Weekly to Dec. 1857, when | the office to Appleton, but betore he 

with its Democratic cotemporary, the | was ready to issue his paper, his office 

Daily Courier, both passed quietly to an | was destroyed by fire. 

honored rest. The Oshkosh Democrat—A Demo- 

In March 1860, the spirit of the depart-| cratic paper started by Robt. V. Shurley 

ed Democrat, after a restless immortali-| as Editor and publisher,January 9, 1866 

ty of three years, revisited the scenes of |—Office burnt in May 1866, started 

its former greatness, and while hovering | again in June following, and still flour- 
over the auspicious event that would | ishing. 

soon send a great anda goodman to| The Anzeger des Nordwestens, was 

the head of the nation, was caught up | started March 1852 by C. Kohlman pub- 
and again moulded into form by Geo-| lisher,and Chas, Roeser Editor—discon- 

Gary Esq., but foreseeing the success! tinued August 1853. 
that awaited its friends, its spirit, yet In April 1858 the Waechter am Winne- 

uncontaminated by the warring elements | bago was started under the Editorial 

of party strife, passed again to its rest| charge of Henry Cordier, C. Kohlman 
in May 1860, to return no more. | publisher,and continued until Oct., 1860 

January 12, 1861 C. R. Nevitt issued | when it was discontinued. 

the first number of the Daily Northwes- In October 1860 the first number of a
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Monthly Magazine, called the Deutsche enlarging and improving the Church, 

Volkblaetter was issued by C. Kohlman | of which sum, $2000 was spent on the 

as the publisher, being ably edited by | interior. The size of the audience room 
Charles Rose. This periodical has met, | is 44 by 70—Tower 14 by 14 and the 

and is still meeting, with excellent suc- Chancel 12 by 18. The Society also 
cess, under the Editorial management of | erected during the summer of 1866, 4 

Mr. Rose, who isa scholar, and ready | fine Parsonage at a cost of $1500. The 

writer in the several modern languages. Rev. F. R. Haff has been the Rec- 
In October 1866 the Wisconsin Tele- | tor for the last nine years. 

graph (German) was started by C. Kohl- | The Methodist Episcopal Church on 

man,publisher,and Charles Rose Editor, | the north side of Church street, corner of 

and is still flourishing. | Division, is in size of LEdifice, num- 

Cnourcxs. | ber of members and Congregation, next 

The Congregational Church, on Al- | to the Congregationalists. Their orig- 
goma St. near Ferry, is the largest | inal Edifice was built in 1850 and about 

Church Edifice in the City, being 60 by | three years ago it was much enlarged 
9 feet and basement. It is of brick | 24 improved; some $4000 being ex- 
and well and substantially built, and | pended on improvements. It is now a 

handsomely finished with upholstered fine structure, the upper part of wood, 
seats,capable of seating 700 persons. It | With @ stone basement. It has one hun- 
has a fine gallery for singers, with an al- | dred and sixty members,and the society 

cove for an organ at some future day. | Prospering. They are about building a 
The inside decorations are not elaborate | Parsonage to cust abont $1500 to $2000. 
but plain and in good taste. Rey. Geo. C. Haddock is the Pastor. 

The erection of this Church com- The First Baptist Church, corner of 

menced in 1857, but owing to the gen- | Jefferson Avenue and Merrit sts., is a 
eral depressed state of affairs at the time, | wooden structure and cost about $5000. 

the walls were but half built, and there |In the summer of 1866 it was moved 

remained until 1859. At that time the | from its old location on Jeff. Avenue to 

large basement was used as a place of | the corner of Merrit street. and an addi- 
worship,until June 1867, when the com- | tion of 30 feet put on, making it 30 by 

pletion had so far progressed that the |75--is of good proportion and fine 
congregation gladly availed themselves | appearance. There are 65 members, W. 
of the opportunity of getting into the | W. Whitcomb is the Pastor. 
audience room at the earliest moment. The St. Peters Church is a wooden 

The Rey. J. P. Roe is the Pastor, there structure of respectable dimensions loca- 
being three hundred members, with @ | ted on High street in the first Ward of 
large congregation who worship there. | the City. Its present Pastor is the Rey. 
Tt was dedicated July 14, 1867. Thos. Keenan, and numbers among its 

Trinity (EpiscopaL) Cuurcn. communicants seven hundred. 

This edifice was built in 1857 at acost | This Church has a history, a brief re- 
of $7000. It is pleasantly located on | view of it may not be uninteresting to 
the corner of Algoma and Light streets, | the general reader. 
and together with the parsonage ad The first Mass was celebrated in a 

joining, is an ornament to our City. In| small frame building on Ceape st., near 
addition to the original cost, $4000 was | where Beckwith & Davis's foundry now 
expended in the summer of 1866 for! stands, in 1849. Divine services were
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then held where McCourt’s store now is; | Church street in the first Ward, was 

then where Mr. Gill’s Feed store now | erected in 1866 at a costs of $5000. This 

stands. In 1850 there were but twelve | is a handsome wooden Edifice, pleasant- 

Catholic families at this place,they how- | ly located in a grove and has a member- 

ever erected a small Church on the site| ship of fifty-six. The Rey. J. H. Niblock 
of the present St. Peters Church. The | is the Pastor, a young man, but held in 

first Catholic Clergyman, was the Rey. | high estimation by his people, and the 

F. J. Bonduel, who remained twelye | church is well sustained. 

years, with the Indians at Lake Poygun | here is a Welch Congregational 
occasionally visiting this place—the | Church corner of Church and Chestnut 
regular Pastor for this place was, Rev. | streets. Rev. T. Hughes Pastor. 

Mr. Fermashi, an exmonk from Italy,| Also a Welch Calvenistie Church on 

who changed his mode of life to the) Divisionnear Church street. The Rev. 
great scandal of the Church. The next | 'T. Fouck, Pastor. 

one at St. Peters, was Rev. Jas. Colton,| The Evangelical Methodist (German) 

and the next Rey. F. Fusseder under | Church on Bay street between Waugoo 

whom the St. Mary’s (Cath.) Church | and Otter, sometimes called the Alb- 
was built, being succeeded by the Rev. | reicht Society. 

Thos. Keenan, the present incumbent. The Lutheran (Ger.) Church corner of 

The St. Mary's (German Catholic) | Pifth and Bowen strects, 24 Ward, Rev. 
Church is located on Merrit street, east | fy, Ruloph Pastor. 

of Broad, and is aneat and well appear-| | ‘The German Lutheran Church on 
ing Church Edifice with a Parsonage Eighth, between Oregon and Min- 

adjoiming. The Congregation is large | nesota streets, 8d Ward. Rev. C. Starck 
and the society is in a flourishing condi | pastor 

tion—Reyv. A. Leitner is the Pastor,No.| Fyrom the foregoing brief review of 

of Communicants four hundred and } the Churches in the City of Oshkosh, I 

fifty. find there are in all Fourteen Church 
The Second Baptist Church is located | Buildings and Societies, and for the 

on Ninth street 3d Ward; is 40 by 56| most part they are pretty well sustained 
feet,and built in 1858. ‘The society was | and are evidently doing good in their 

organized in 1859, and now forty-five spheres. One half of these Churches 

persons are members of the Church.— | jaye been built within the past year, or 
The Rev Thos. Holman isthe Pastor.| haye been enlarged and greatly im- 

Cost of Church $3000. proved—but one evidence among many, 

The German Methodist Church on Ot- | of the moral and religious advancement 

ter street, near Shonaon, was erected du- | of the City. 

ring the summer of 1866 costing about ScHooLs. 
$4000. It isa neat and well finished Prior to the year 1859 our Schools and 

Church and numbers among the mem-| School Houses were far behind other 
bers thirty persons, It has a pleasant |improvements of the City. The few 

and convenient parsonage adjoining the | School houses that did exist were inade- 

Church. The lot is well fenced the | quate to the demand, in point of size, 

whole bearing an air of neatnesss and| without comfort or convenience—in 

order. The Pastor is Rey. J. W. Roeck-| short the whole School facilities were 
er. | wretched and entirely unsuited to the 

The United Presbyterian Church on wants of the rapidly increasing popula-
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tion. And not until 1863 was the pres- | Hardy, Primary Department. Number P | y Dep u 
ent graded system fully introduced, a) of ai ei number of scholars in at- 

system that has worked well thus far, can anes 2417 Norenrolledin the ward, 
a aoe : Schools 3 that ao IEHEED wean, oie 

ag i nie BON HR ereryns S | The first school house in the 3d ward 
much praise for the interest he took in | was erected in 1861, at a cost of $2,500 

its introduction, as well as for his un: | In the summer of 1866, a new 

tiring exertions in making the Schools | one was built costing $1300, the 

what they are. The present board of | rst one being inadequate to the ac- 
is . : | commodation of the number of scholars 

education consists of a Superintendent |in the ward. The teachers are Miss 

and five School Commissioners, one from | Esther Hopkins, Principal; Miss Mary 

each Ward as follows,—Dr. H. B. Dale, a jeckaous en me M. E. an 
at __ i ‘ jg. | ilton, Primary. o. of seats (in o! 

Boperintendent BR, Colton, Commis |school) 186. No. of scholars in attend- 
sioner Ist Ward—C. A. Weisbrod, 2d | ance in all, 304. No. in the ward, in- 
Ward—Dr. S. J. Osborn 3d Ward—W. | cluding both schools 379. 

B. Stickney, 4th Ward—and D. D. FOURTH WARD. 

Whitney, 5th Ward. The school house in the 4th ward was 
The Union High School will soon be | rebuilt in 1864 at a cost of $2500. It is 

heldin the new High School building | located on the corner of Jefferson Ave- 
. é nue and Merritt Sts. Its teachers are 

now in Leite of capOraN on Algoma st., Miss Lizzie ae fe Principals Maes ee 

at present it ison Main, between Algo- | A. Colton,Assist., and Mrs.C. B. Kimball, 
ma and Church streets. Its Teachers | Primary Department. No. of seats 180; 

are, Arthur Everett Principal,Miss Clara | No- of scholars in attendance 231; No. 

Winters Assistant;Miss Joana Daly,prin- of scholars in the ward, 261. 

cipal of the Grammar Department, and EOE TED WARD HOO 
Miss Flora Wright, Assistant. There In the 5th ward there are two schools; 

ae Fie: .|one on Elm street, Miss Dopp, teacher. 
were, last term 164 scholars in this| Fifth ward school, west side, Miss Mary 

School, number of seats 150—enrollment | Cornell, teacher. No. of scholars in 
184, attendance in both schools 148. No. of 

Hin Winn SGn0on, scholars in ward, 156. 

The School House for the First Ward MEE REE S 
was erected in 1859 but in 1863] The German and English Academy on 
was greatly enlarged and improved Court House street. Mr. Moline, Prin- 
at a cost in the aggregate of nearly six | cipal, and Miss. D. Angel, Assistant,— 
thousand dollars, and calculated to seat | 100 scholars. 
32 scholars. The School is now under German Lutheran school, 8d ward, 
the direction of Miss E. C. Wilkins, | located on 7th street, Rey. C. Starck, 
principal of 1st intermidiate depart-| Principal, and Matilda Starck, Assist- 
ment, Miss Mattie Williamson 2d inter- | ant, 60 scholars. 
midiate dept., Miss Sarah Ellsworth 1st} st. Peters Catholic schvol on High 
primary dept., Miss Georgiana Ellsworth | street, under the control of the sisters 
2d primary. No. of sa 332, Ae. of | of St. Dominick numbers 250 scholars. 
Renolare te gee cance eee schol-| Miss Sander’s school on Main Street 
TE eet er eee at : corner of Merritt, 25 scholars. 

SECOND WARD SCHOOL. . . , 2 
The school house in this ward was clea. Waamer's school, on High 

built in 1861, and cost $3000. It is lo- a z : ‘ 
cated on the corner of Otter and Mill St.| Mrs. Quau’s school in 2d ward, 30 
Its management is under the direction | Scholars. 
of Miss Lora Austin, Principal, Miss} Jas. Bork’s Academy, German and 
Libby Watts, Assistant, Mrs. E. C.' English, located on Shonaon Street, be-
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a pie and Waugoo Streets. set ORDERS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 
ork, Principal; Miss Anna Bork, As- 5 ' Beets ? | The Oshkesh Lodge A. F. and A. M. 

aintsats (a2 ecliciats tniatiendanve. | communications at Masonic Hall, over 
GRADED scHoors. [sexe Hardware Store, first and third 

. : | Tuesdays of every month. 
- gn ene paps cu = ad Tyrian Chapter Nv. 15 R. A. M. meets 

gee e High school consists of | at the Masonic Hall, third Monday in 
high or Academic Department, and a| every month. 
higher and lower grammar department; Winnebago Lodge No. 120 I. 0. of 0. F. 
all under the direction of Arthur Ever-| meet weekly at their Hall, third story 

ett, an accomplished and efficient teach-| f the Ist National Bank building, 

er, assisted by three young ladies. Be ce 
: Oshkosh Lodge No. 28 I. 0. of G. T., 

The ward schools consist of two or | meet every Monday evening at their Hall 
more deparrments with a corresponding | over the First National Bank. This 

number of teachers, and at the end of|lodge is flourishing having over 200 
the third term, hold examinations of members. es 
the higher classes, for the purpose of Sone of Herman Lodge No. 2, hold their 

: . meetings twice in each month on Ceape 
sending up such scholars as are entitled Street, 

to it, to the first or second department United German Brothers, meet third 

of the grammar school, according to Tuesday of every month. 
qualification, to which department they| Acient Order of Druids hold their 
are duly certified by the Supt. This is meetings monthly in Schwalms’ build- 

called the “graded system,” and while it | 7g on Main street. 
holds out constantly, inducements of the} _S¢. Peters’ Catholic Benevolent and Lit- 
etboumeat is 5 i hi holae erary Association, mect first of every 

gest character to the scholar to) month at St. Peters’ school room on 
prepare himself for the graduation, it High street. 

precludes the idea of partiality or] [he Fire Department Benevolent As 

prejudice, leaving every scholar to stand | sociation, meet first Tuesday in May in 

on his own merits, without hope of|4- C. Osborn’s office. 
favor. Oshkosh Thespian Society meet at St. 

: Peters school room weekly. 
As the high school presents all the Young Men's Christian Association 

advantages for obtaining a liberal or| meet at their Hall in Wolcott's Block. 
classic education, the scholar has|They havea fine reading room and 

constantly held up before him the great | library—room open Overy Oven IR un 

prize, and must never relax his efforts Tiere ames Touisiing, janaee 

if he would obtain it. Much more . 7 

might be said in favor of this graded ee Sa ae 

system, but want of space forbids, suffice| This splendid building is now in 
it to say, briefly, that with scarce an ex- | course of erection, and will be completed 

ception, the teachers of our schools | inJanuary, 1868. It is located in a beau- 

are competent, and assiduous in the | tiful grove of sturdy oaks on Algoma 
discharge of their duties, and so far as [| street, running through to Church St., 

can learn have an aptness for teaching,|in the first ward of the city; size of 

as well as possessing the love and re-| building 71 by 85, and from foundation 

spect of their scholars. I believe I| to the top of the tower, it is to be 181 

speak the sentiment of the people when | feet. It 1s divided into four depart- 

I speak proudly of our schools, as they | ments as follows. The basement is 103¢ 

now are. feet high between joints and comprises
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a room 36 by 68 for a gymnasium; three] The steamer A. Lincoln, 100 tons, and 

rooms for Taunitor’s dwelling, the bal-| the Berlin City, 110 tons, ply daily be- 

ance tobe used as furnace and fuel | tween here and Berlin, on the Fox river. 
rooms. The first story is 16 feet high} The Brooklyn, 150 tons, stern wheel, 
between joints, and diyided into two| plies between this city and Green Bay, 

school rooms each 34 by 44; two cloak | making a trip down and back in three 

rooms each 12 by 26; two recitation days. 

rooms 14 by 26; hall 16 by 32; reception} The Winnebago also runs to Green 

room 15 by 15. Second Story is divided | Bay, and makes the trip up the Fox to 

as follows: School room 44 by 58; two] Berlin twice a week. 
recitation rooms, each 15 by 25; labra- The Lumberman, 280 tons, designed 

tory 25 by 28; hall 16 by 20; library 14] asa lumber boat, plies between this city 

by 14; two entrees or reception rooms|and Fond du Lac, touching the east 
12 by 16; and two entrances and stair-| shore of the lake 

ways,—-16 feet between joints. Beside these mentioned, there are 20 

Third Story, or attic, has an assembly} Tugs running on the Wolf and Fox 

room 65 by 68 feet; ante room 14 by 15, | rivers for towing and freighting busi- 
and two stairways—ceiling 16 feethigh-| ness. Some half dozen of these wugs 

L. D. Cochran, of Chicago, is the| have been built here and at Winne- 
architect, 8. G. Alger, master builder} conne, during the past winter, all being 

and contractor of the carpenter work, | fitted out with their machinery here. 
and Wm. Wilson contractor of mason BOAT BUILDING. 

work. It is built of a cream colored| (Considerable has been done the past 
brick made at Clifton in Calumet Co.,| season in the way of boat building at 

Wis., the stone for the water tables, this place. The one doing the most in 

window caps, &c., isthe Athens Mar-| this line, is W. W. Barnes. He thinks 
ble brought from Jolliett, Illinois. his boat building during the past year 

This building, beside being an object | will amount to $160,000. He has built 
of pride to our citizens, as the best in| several barges and two tug boats for the 
the State, will be the great thing need-| Mississippi river. Others have also 
ed, to give the High school department | been engaged in boat building, both 

facilities it should have for the proper} here and in the vicinity, the number of 
development of its usefulness. boats or amount of business done I have 
The above hasty sketch conveys but an} no account of. 

imperfect idea of its arrangements, as the INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

accommodation it will afford to all de-| | Insurance Companies, among which 
partments of the school. Not by any] are the best in the country, are well 

means, the least important, it proyides represented here. Mr. A. ©. Osborne 

for the physical training as well as the represents fifteen companies and a capi- 

mental. These advantages, added to} tal of $40,000,000—as follows: Ten 

the lovliness of the grounds, places it| ire Inswrance, three Life, one Accident, 

high in the scale of fitness and beauty. | and one Live Stock. 

STEAM BOATS, Nevitt & Hicks represent nine com- 
The Steamers running this season are| panies, as follows; Three Fire, two Ac— 

as follows: The Tigress, 250 tonnage,| cident one Live Stock, and three Life. 

and the Northwestern 150 tons, run| Gary & Harmon represent eleven 

between Oshkosh and New London, on | campanies—nine Fire, one Accident, and 
alternate days. one iL fe.
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Wm. Luscher represents two Hire roggh and uneven, in consequence of 

Insurance Companies. the deep and loose character of the soil; 

Church & Janes represent five com-| and there was no peace at any time, 

panies—three Fire, one Life, and one | until the City Fathers at length decid- 
Accident, ed to strike boldly out on the sea of ex- 

0. E. Carrier, represents the North- | periment; and resolved that the people 
western Mutual Life Insurance Co.,| had been tolerably patient about long 

Office on High Street. enough, and should have something 

COURT HOUSE. that would in a measure compensate 

Oshkosh being the County seat, of | them for their long suffering, provided 

Winnebago Co., it is entirely proper to | they would pay for it themselves. So the 

say, that we haye the largest and best | Nicolson was hit upon as just the 
Court House in the State. | thing, as they thought,—and it was. In 

It was commenced in the | September the great experiment, at least, 

early part of 1859, but not completed |in this part of the country, was com- 

until the fall of 1860. Its cost was | menced, and although it was late in the 

$21,000, and the same building at the |season, it was pushed through with 

present time would more than double ; commendable promptness to completion 

that amount. It is 60 by 100 feet, built | about the first of December, 1866, ata 

of Milwaukee brick, stone basement, and |eost to the property holders on the 

two stories high above the basement. | street, of $30,000. The contractors were 

In one half the basement are the cells | Michael McCourt and Wm. Sharp, C. 

and other accommodations for the pris- | Palmer was the Engineer; and I believe 

oners; the other half being fitted up for | there are very few regrets now existing 

the accommodation of the Sheriff's | that the improvement has been made. 

family. Itstands in the centre of an | The pavement is 56 ft wide and 1,500 ft. 

entire block, between Otter and Ceape | long,near one third of a mile, and required 

Streets, and has a pleasant surrounding | 575,000 feet of lumber to build it. But 

in its ample yards, shrubbery, &c. The | the spirit of improvement did not stop 

present incumbent of the office of Sher- | yet, but the street for about three hun 

iff, is A. B. Smith an efficient officer. dred feet farther, was laid with good 

POST OFFICE. sound four inch plank, which serves a 

Our present Post Office is located on | purpose but little inferior to the blocks, 

Waugoo Street, near Main, in a brick | and gives usa street of such excellence, 

building built for the purpose, and is |} that Oshkosh is justly credited with 

kept by Erwin Heath, present incum- | aviog taken a step in advance of her 

bent, in a manner highly satisfactory to | neighbors. This was another evidence 

the public. a the fact, that though we may have 

NICOLSON PAVEMENT. | waited long for several improvements, 

This noted improvement which has | they have been unsurpassed when they 

spread farther and faster the fame of |did come. See Bridge, Court House, 

our city, in the last few months, than | Schools and others. 
any thing else, deserves at least a pass- HOTELS. 

ing notice: Nocity in the West per-| Tae Emprre Hovse—On the corner of 

haps had greater need of a pavement of | Main and Algoma Streets, was built in 
some sort, than Oshkosh. Our streets | the summer and fall of 1866, by Jas. A. 

at all times were either deep mud or! Rea, proprietor, at a cost of $18,000. It
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is built of brick, four stories high, and | proprietors are Vandoren and Sons, who 
standing prominently on the corner of | know how to keep a hotel on temper- 

two principal streets, make a fine ap-| ance principles. 
pearance. It is 88 feet on Main Street} pprers House —located on South 

and 105 on Algoma. It has 58 lodging | Main street, 83d ward, and is a frame 
rooms, with a dining room 28 by 70 | building of three storics high, 54 by 86 
feet, fresco work—the first story is oc- feet. It was built in 1861 by J. A. Rea, 
cariied BY BiGREG anal Bo WiLned dene who was succeeded by F. Peters present 

P y oom. | proprietor. Its cost of construction and 
Tue Srymour Hovusx is on South |improvements has been about $6000. 

Main Street in the 3d ward, is a wooden | It is doing a good business. 
building 100 feet square, three stories a oan House SF eae the 
high, the basement being occupied b epot ofthe C. & N.W. R. R. It was 
sas a ea Spal is tdah built by Jos. Stringham in the fall of 

pees ees 1866, as a Hotel and Railroad Eating 
by Jos. Stringham, and cost $15,000. It | House, at a cost of $6000. It is 50 by 
has 84 lodging rooms, large dining | 140 feet, two stories high. Wm. M. 

rooms, office and parlors—the present | Perrin, proprietor. ; 
proprietor is J. M. Belanger. Wixnesaco House on South Main 

Revere HousE—On Main Street in pense eae a eo a ee 
is : 7 FOUNDRIES AND MACHINE SHOPS. 

the 2d ward, near the bridge, is a brick . aaa é 

building, four stories high and makes re aoe ¢ anus a jorge 
quite an imposing appearance. It was wel SERoned ae Sine 
built in the summer of 1866 by G. Bogk, ae oo. eee ra oe oa. 

present proprietor, at a cost of 25,000. m Oe Hib ia ee eee a Abe Sea 

It is 80 feet square and has 50 lodging eta Sade : a See apg 

rooms, good sized parlors and dining ah 4 a ae oy cee oe ae 
rooms, with fresco work. The basement Ney i Loa aR fue a : 

is occupied by stores and a billiard room. ie ina aaee 7 ere 

Apams’ House—Located on the corner Toon for one oy by t00 test ena 

of Shoanon and Otter Sts., was built in ey supplied ce ef ae moe ae 

1855 by Victor Adams. This old Tray- eee aes bana’ 

elers’ Home, so long the leading hotel oo oe ie . Sages 

of the City, is still at its post, and $20, bg . or vata he * i a 
catering as of old to the appetites and establishment is the building of Mills 

wants of its guests, and is still the Cy ee g0 co ett pérts of 
favorite of many of its former patrons. the northwest, and contributes ina large 

{tis a wooden building three stories degree to the eee ee 

high, and centrally located. Geo. B. a place of business. ‘The Brae nots 

& C. P. Adams, proprietors. ber of the boats now running on these 

Hees Miia! — This Hotel is | Waters, as well as many of the mills, are 

located on the corner of Waugoo and ere machinery made at these works. 

Shoanon streets, was built of brick, in Their business the past BeaRon eae 

the summer of 1866, by Wm. Suhl, at a $75,000, and the present year will ex- 

cost of about $7000. It is three stories | ceed that amount. 
high, fitty feet on Waugoo and sixty feet Beckwith, Davis & Co., successors to 

on Shoanon street, and has twenty-five} Adams & Beckwith, manufacturers of 

lodging rooms, with other accommoda-| mill and other machinery, Threshing 

tions for a first class hotel. The present | Machines and Seed Sowers. This estab-
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lishment is located on Ceape street, and | Wagons.—John Litfin, on Ceape St., 

consists of astone building two stories | manufactures wagons, &c. Chas. Mier- 

high, 42 by 136, with additions for |swa, on south side, also manufactures 

furnace room, for casting and other pur- | wagons, employing seven men. 

pose, and hg;, machinery equal to any| There are several others that are 

establishment of the kind in the coun-|making wagons, on a small scale, 

ty. Oneiron planer cost $1,500, and making the amount done in that line of 

an engine manufactured by themselves | considerable importance. 
that is a perfect model. Like their} Carrraces.— Rudd & Holden, on 

neighbors above spoken of, they supply |High Street, manufacture Carriages, 

a great many engines and other machin- | Sleighs, &c., employing some ten or 

ery, for boats and mills all over the|twelve men, and turn out thirty car- 
Northwest, and their threshing machines | rjages and buggies yearly amounting to 

are widely known and used. I noticed | about $8000. 

aband wheel made by them to go to Neubaur & Mierswa, on Ceape Street, 
Chicago, weighing 4500 lbs. They | manufacture wagons and carriages and 

employ 40 men, in the various depart- | employ six men. 

ments, and the past season dida business Furnirure.—J. Heberlee, manufac- 

of $75,000 with a capital invested of | tures furniture, chairs, lounges, coffins, 
$50.000. They made additions and | &c. Employs four men, ware rooms on 

improvements in the fall of 1866, cost-| Main Street. 

ing $10,000. In all parts of their work J. Nagler manufactures furniture— 
is order and method manifest. Mr. | Sale room, 37 Main Street. 

John Everet their foreman in the} Loper & Spikes, of the 3d ward, and 

Machine shop has been at his post|/B. H. Soper, 1st ward, manufacture 

twelve years, M. W. Bates, foreman in | sofas, bureaus, lounges, coffins, &c., and 

the wood department, fourteen years.|employ five men. Ware rooms on Main 

and T. B. Wheeler of the moulding | Street, 1st ward, and South Main Street, 

rooms, has been fifteen years in the | 8d ward. 

establishment, all good and efficient) Fence Factory.—G. W. Porter, suc- 

mechanics. The success of «11 mechan-—| cessor to E. L. Fraker, 3d ward, manu- 

ical operations depends much on the | factures Round and Picket Fence, and 

efficiency and trustworthiness of the | employs ten men, employing a capital 

master mechanic, and the time these | of about $10,000. The reputation and 

men have been inthis establishment, is | sale of this fence is far and wide. Sells 

highly deserving of special notice. at 35 cents per foot, posts and casing, 

MANUFACTURES. extra. The work is carried on under 

M.T. Battie, manufacturer of Boilers | *e direction of J. C. Whidden. 
on Division St. and employs six men. Furniture aNnp Turntne.— James 

Piows —G. D. Wyman, Ceape Street, | Cartwright & Bro., inthe 3d ward, are 

manufactures Plows and Agricultural | manufacturers of bedsteads, chairs,banis- 

Implements, employing five men, and | ters,and everything under the head of 

turns out about 200 Plows yearly. turning, scroll sawing, house brackets, 

J.H. Ward, corner of Shonaon and} &c. Employ five men and turn out 

Waugoo streets, manufactures plows and | $8000 per year. 

cultivators, turning out about 200 of} Hoor Sxrrts—A. M. Weber, manu 

each yearly. factures hoop skirts and corsets, No. 4,
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Algoma St. Employs four girls and | stave bolts from up the river,—located 
two men. on north bank of the river in the First 

Marcu Spuints.—J. L. Clark, manu- | Ward, 

factures match splints. Has a building Curtain Facrory -J. meny, manu- 

32 by 107 feet, two stories high, and |factures the Grecian blinds or rustic 

employs 85 girls and ten men and boys | window shade, on the corner of Otter 

the year round, He has three machines | and Shonaon streets, 2d ward, 
and can turn out 195 gro per day, or| Marnie Works— Moore & Holley 

27,600 per-minute, amounting to $48.00 | are Marble cutters, the only establish- 

per day. These splints are sent to| ment inthe city—they are on Main 

Match Factories all over the country | between Church and Algoma streets. 
where they are made into matches. Soap AND CANDLE Factory—J. R, 

Marcues.— W. D. Curtiss & Co., man- | Loper & Co., manufacture soap, candles, 

ufactures matehes, employ 31 girls and Neatsfoot oil, &c., Merriam street, 1st 

two men, making 50 cases per work. ward. 

Lime anp Brick.—J. A Day & Co, Cigars — H. Bammessel, tobaconist 

have three lime kilns and are extensive: | and manufacturer of cigars, 70 Main St. 

ly dealing in lime. They: mantffacture | Overton & Rieck, manufacturers of 
brick on the east side of the lake, bav- | cigars, Main Street. 
ing several vessels employed in  bring- | Hilton & Doubin, manufacture cigars 
ing over brick limestone and sand. | Main Street. 

Jno Williams has a lime kiln east of | gasu, Doors & Brixps—O. E. God- 

Colvin's dock--employs a schooner and | frey, 3d ward, manufactures sash, doors, 
brings the lime stone from across the jand blinds, and employs eight men, do. 

lake. ing a business of $8000 per year. 
John Kucher, also manufactures lime J.T. Vaght, on Ceape strect, mnanu- 

near Beckwith, Davis & Co.’s Foundry, | fi.ctures sash sind doors, by hand. 

Hovse Facrory.— J, Danforth has | an a I. Laafes & Co., 
‘ae Vise 5 84 Ward: Green & Conr 
just erected a large building, with all rice nil 8 ae n & Conro, 
needed machinery, for the manufacture & 2 
of Houses which are made ready to put Chapman & Danforth, Oshkosh City 

ss mills, Ist ward, 
together, of any size, and shipped toall|  Oguxosn Crty Biya ieusuBenche 

parts of the west. Conlee, 3d ward. * 

Nortuwestern Stave Facrory.—| Srrincuam’s Eveyaror,— — Thomp- 
The Northwestern Stave Co., a joint | 800, wheat buyer, 8d ward, 
stock company, incorporated in 1856,| , Leaner Manuracronirs.— Metz & 

Jackson Case, President; M. W. Sim Sone b, (alias Mer and Main Sts. 

mons, Aeperintsndgnh and Sceretary; | ;., Uc Hemhetenenas and dealer 

Dr Ts. Oarter) sired ret; and. five Book Brxbixne—Northwestern Book 
Directors. This establishment has all Bindery, Finney & Davis, mantfacturers 
the machinery for doing a large business, | of blank books, corner of High & Main 
and employs 25 hands—can cut 15,000 | Streets, Robert Hellard, Book Binder. 
flour barrel staves, 6000 pieces of head-| _ C. Kohlman, Book Bindery, corner of 

ing—or 2000 tight barrel staves per Waugoo are Mia BtRetA. 

day. They cut up 2000 cords of timber _ REAL ESTaTe SALES. é 
per season of cight months, and havea Col. J L. Dorrapce Hee formerly the 
small steamer engaged in bringing their ' Real Estate Agent, under whose ener-
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getic agency a large number ofsales| Germania No. 2, Hand engine, fifty 
were reported as follows,—Aug. last 50 | members. 

transfers, $28000: Sept. 69 transfers | Franklin No. 1, 5th ward, Hand en 

$50,000; Oct. and Noy., 65  tranfers, | gine, thirty members. 

$55,000; Dec., 38 tranfers, $28,120;; Union Hook & Ladder Company, 
Jan., (1867) 32 transfers, $24,700, Feb., | thirty members. 

25 transfers, $14,600; March, 64 tranfers,| Express Companres.—American Ex- 

$67,259; April, 89 transfers, 110,000 dol- 1Co., W. Colvin, Agent. 

lars. Aggregate in nine months, a, Merchants Union Express Co., J. D. 

903 dollars. About this time Church & | Wheelock, Agent. 

Janes succeeded Col. Dorrance and re- | Wisconsin Telegraph Co., Miss Mag 

port sales for May Sn 25 et ae | gie Gammon, operator. 
amounting to 11,38 lollars, and for | Lin 6 * Fae fore 9g dls "Age | yg MPT MMI gate in e s, . s 

ibaa es eeas. | required to convey a correct idea, but 

There are fiften Lawyer's offices, eight | time and space forbid; suffice it to say, 

Physicians, two Dentists, six Insurance ie ao ah ae Spa ey im et 
. : active and healthy state of progress. n 

Re ja eet our pilates Streets oft tae build- 
There anh ae ie aaa Steal 3g | ings a going a and ee to mh eam 

te s 1 Mets Ogres menced, and all over the city new build- 

eo thee ee | ings are springing up in every direction, 

3 Book ae Tyee Ge at | while many of them are really elegant 

& Shoe ee 7 Merchant aie and | EAA IN A ing Ss EECA 
3 | worthy of notice, these dwelling houses 

Clothing, 1 Children’s Clothing, 7 Mil- lard acta baile froin 1igceRiey The 

linery stores, 2 Variety stores, 2 Leather | influx of Bebhil Gre Was HAG if eat 
stores, 1 Liquor store, 1 Hat and Cap thet houses must be built to supply the 
store, 1 second hand store, 9 Feed and Gemaildi) Beside these; thee wee leva 

aaee Mase Arson techonenes: bai Ane large mills nearly ready for business, a 

non page ee et Planing mill and House Factory, a Tub 

3 ; vi and Pail Factory, and a High School 
one pekcne Panee caakoai) o house costing hie dollars. From 

NE peel See et UE) close observation, buildings now going 

3 Mea ee eS up are over sive hundred in number 

5 Five ae ber shops, twenty, Faloons, lFatirogsinaats last summer and _ fail, 

ee Koes | were four churches, three large brick 

Fitt Sh pee Blac | hnvels, twelve brick blocks and builc- 

Ee paths up pes 4 Tin ees ings, supplying twenty first class stores, 
* abn 2 several mills, and additions, and dwell- 

Serer nen ey ercalennl aniple ing houses everywhere. The number of 
ments and seeds, 5 Furniture stores, 4 | puildings put up last season is estimat- 
Photograph rooms. edat nine hundred. Present popula- 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. tion 14,000. 
Phomix No.1, hasthirty membersand| Add to the above, some seven Steam 

a steamer,—men paid fifty cents per | tUgs, several barges and other craft, 

hour while engaged at fires, Cost of | built during the past winter and spring, 
Steamer, 5,700 dollars. and lastly, not least, our Nicolson Paye-
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ment of nearly one-third of a mile, and ; tion in which ve now see the lumber 

the stranger may form some idea of what | interests of our city. Now our broad 

Oshkosh now is. and yet that idea must river is teaming with the “first fruits” 
be more or less incorrect without seeing | of those immense pine forests remuner- 

it, as it is. What it wél/ be, no prophetic er the enterprize of the numerous 

vision of mine has been able to discover. | logging companies that are engaged in 

| bringing out their boundless supplies, 
CUR HUG BR ER ERESES Now our numerous mills on either 

Up to the year of 1861 our Lumber- | bank of the river are proud mementoes 

men labored under many difficulties. | of the enterprize that distinguishes our 

The Pineries were unbounded in their | city at the present day. 
resources; the access to them casy; labor I designed to speak of our lumber 

was cheap and abundant; mills estab- | trade in the aggregate, but find that I 
lished and ready for business; but’ there | cannot set it forth as clearly and as 

was no twoney. The market price of completely as I would like, or as the 

lumber was low, and the means of | subject demands; and hence I shall 

sending it forward was attended with | try to doall some sort of justice to 

many and serious difficulties. Many of | which they are entitled, by noticing each 

the mill owners had exhausted all their | individually, from careful and unbiased 

available means in erecting their mills, | observation. In collecting the materials 
while others had greatly embarrassed | for this brief discription of our lumber 
themselves and were deeply in debt al- | interests, I proposed as the only ¢orrect 
inmost without the hope of extrication. | source of information, to visit each mill 

They could not sell even at the extreme |and gather facts from those directly 
low price to which it had descended. | interested and correctly _ informed. 
It could not be sent abroad to any great | This involved a task requiring time and 
extent, under the want of shipping fa- | labor, but feeling sure that it was the 
cilities, and thus they struggled through | only way correct information could be 
most ot the time of the great finan | obtained; and anything like facts ar- 

cial revulsion beginning in 1857. Beside | rived at, this course was adopted. In 

the general stringency that affected the | doing that, I have endeavored to avoid 

whole country, Wisconsin had to pass | puffery, only stating facts as nearly as 

through peculiar and sore trials in her | possible, and such as would be read 

monetary affairs. Her banks were but | by the public with interest, and be du- 
little better than “promises to pay,” her|ly appeciated by those directly con- 
agricultural resources but poorly devel- | cerned. 
oped, and her lumber trade entirely P. Sawyer and son, have a mill, at 
dormant from the general depression. | Algoma 5th ward, city of Oshkosh; in 

These were times that truly tried the | which wis manufactured last season 

souls of all men, and the strength and | 5,435.000 teet of lumber, and 1,500,000 
ability of our lumbermen in _ par- | lath—employ 24 men, exclusive of those 
ticular, to the full extent of their en-| required to run their new Steamer 

durance. Lumberman. This boat is just now 

But the crisis passed, and those who | Completed andrunning. It is designed 

were able to stand, began then, a career | to carry the lumber made at this mill to 
of prosperity and success that has re- | their yard at Fond du Lac, where their 

sulted in the present, prosperous condi- | lumber is mostly sent. It has sufficient
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power and capacity for carrying 230 _ Barts, Hasprovck, Fancuer, & 
Re | Hunerrvorp— Lumber and __ shingle 

Jewett, Lawrence & Co’s. mill is | mill, on north bank of the river near 

also at Algoma and not far from the | Algoma. 

one last menioned., i ee one Braud-| This isa new will, built during the 
ereau machine for makingshingles, with | i, ees 
all the necessary machinery for making | ask meter and DOM ReechTi ng ita ep 
lumber, shingles and lath. They em gine and wachinery. It is ¢ fine build- 
ploy 50 hands, including some boys and | ing in a good location for doing a large 

girls Spt Decking singles. Thee rill business. It has two boilers, and engine 
ut last season 4,000, eet of lumber, , 5 

1000,000 lath, and 4000,000 shingles, | ™adeat the foundry of J. F. Morse 
C.N. Parse & Co. Lumber Shingles , and Co, in this city, and I should judge . N. . Li ns 7 . panies : 

and Lath—with plaining mill attached. | whea ” pee iewill.do ae dis 

This mill is directly on the north bank credit tots ballders or ts oe Bey 8 
of the river, near the Algoma bridge aaative Production: Ong. Suingle.ma: 

gpd well:incated fondoink n hinge bust: | Chine of the Challoner patent. made at 
feans iltifuctavo karles hieh: 45" by 100 Omro, and well liked by those who use 

feet—has a powerful nahi of about [Elis bia; mill ands anachtncny, chet 

one hundred horse power. The pla: | $7000, and. will chave # apactty, ie 

ning mill is capable of dressing 20,000 | SNE out 4,000,000 feet of lumber, 

feet per day. They have also the ne million: of lath and eight million 

pianderony machine, made at Fond du | shingles,—employs thirty men; it is 
ac, which stands Hy gran favor ameng | called the Mechanies mill. 

Se vee he | Since the above notes were taken, the 
344,000,000 Sook of ieee 1,000,000 | Mil bas been put in operation and 
lath, and 3,000,000, shingles with | more than meets the expectations of its 

capacity for making 12 millions of | builders. 
shingles per season. Their business Dersy & Curran, Shingle Mill.— 
last season must have been about $100,- aa * a i 
000, as their yards are extensive, their This mill is located in the First Ward, 

facilities ample, for doing a large and | nthe north bank of the river, and has 
profitable business. They employ 60] an excellent machinery, engine thirty 

men boys and girls . horse power, made at Fond du Lac 

They are interested in a Steam Boat Union Iron works. Mill made last sca- 

and several barges used in carrying | son! six million shingles, which they 

their lumber to their yards in this and | ship to Mlinois and other places South 
other places. One peculiarity in fg ee employ fourteen hands, and use 
mill deserves notice, which is the |# capital of about $15,000 per sea 
Friction Gearing. Ithasfor some time | °°" Cut last season about ‘one mil- 
fibed Sag a) ¢ | lion teet of logs and have now on hand 
en eae owe Bout the Pro: | about that amount. 

priety of using this gearingsin its ap-|' Rexp & Bronson, Shingle Mill.— 
piston tothe main power; but I was | This is nearthe one last spoken of, is 

sured that they had never after giving ill wi ‘ 5 
it a thorough trial, regretted putting in | ® "¢W and good mill with an engine of 

the machinery for its use; and think it | twenty-five horse power, and all the oth- 
of great advantage over the old system | er machinery, doing a successful _busi- 

Recep ct QI TY, Ge [nha employ Eten ban 
only mill where. it is used except for : thirty-thousand shingles per day. They 

some lighter work, and this one is good  Burchase their logs as most of the shin- 
eyidence of its success. ‘ gle mills in this city, doand run the mill
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ata cost of $5000 per season. The ay-| burned down in August last, being 
erage price of shingle logs is $10 per | buiit in thirty days from the burnin, 
M. | of the old one. It is a good mill, with 

J. H. Porter, Lumber Mill—This | appropriate machinery and _ facilities 
mill ison the north bank of the river | for doing business. 1t has but just 
near the foot of Wisconsin St. . It has | started, but has capacity tor making five 
anengine thirty-five horse power, and | million feet of lumber and one million 
cut last season three million feet of | of lath, Thirty men are employed—and 
lumber, Mr. P. got out the past winter | have on hand three million feet of logs. 
three and one half million feet of logs, | This is said to: be capable of cutting 

DL. Libby & Bro. Lumber.—This | thirty-two thousand feet of lumber 
millis at the toot of Wisconsin St. 1st | daily, which I think is a little above an 
ward. It has one engine forty horse | average capacity of our mills. 
power. Employs twenty men, and cut Woop & Honeyman, Shingles —This 
last season three million feet of lumber | mill is also on the north bank of the 
and half million lath. The millis ca-| river in the first ward. It is a new and 
pable of doing fifty thousand to sixty | good mill,—has two shingle ma- 
thousand dollars worth of business. chines, the Valentine and the Everett, 

CuapmMan & Danrorru, Lumber|and can make sixty thousand shingles 
Shingles and Lath.—This firm has two | daily. Mr. D.D. Bucklin is running 
mills; one of which, was formerly used | the mill on contract by the thousand, 
asa flour and feed mill; but is now used | and employs thirty-five men boys and 
mostly as a shingle mill. It has one| girls. It costs to run the mill about 
shingle machine und all the machinery | $10,060 per season. 
tora first class mill. They have also a Roserts & Morcan, Lumber and 
lumber mill attached for manufacturing | Lath_—This mill is located in the 1st 
lumber and lath; two engines one for | ward of the city, not far from the foot 
each mill, employ thirty hands in both | of Wisconsin Street, and is capable of 
departments, and last season cut four making twenty-two thousand feet of 
million feet of lumber, one million lath | umber per day, and three thousand 
and four million shingles. They have] lath. It employs sixteen men. They 
all the facilities for doing a large busi- | eut three million feet of lumber last 
ness, and have a lumber yard at Rock- | season 
ford Ill. and one at Sun Prairie in this Taxus & Strtak, Luinber and Lath— 

State. z a This is an old established and successful 
Ws. Campse.i., Shingle Mill, foot of | mill, It is located on the north bank 

Wisconsin St. 1st ward.—One Shingle] of the river at the foot of Light 
machine, Challenor Patent, and other] street, It .has a fine engine of 
machinery for a large business. Em-| ffty horse power, made by Beckwith 
ploy thirty hands and cut fourteen mil | payis & Co. of. this ‘city. Employs 
lion of shingles last) season. The cas} twenty-two men’ and cut. last season 
pacity of the mill is seyenty thousand | three million feet of lumber and five- 

shingles per day, and last season did | hundred thousand: lath. They can do 
about $60,000 of business. $50,000 business per Season. 

CarTER AND Haypen, Lumber and McMinuix & Co. Shingles.—This 
Lath.--This mill 1s located on_ the river | jg a new and good mill, and ‘Gs locdtéd 
at the foot of Black Hawk Street. It} at the foot of Light Street, in the 1st 
employs 27 men, and made three mil-) ward. Tt has a double Valentine ma- 
lion’ feet of lumber and five-hundred chine, and employs twenty hands, and 
thousand lath. This is a good mill,| makes fifty five thousand shingles daily 
having been enlarged during the past | 6; about nine milion per Season. 3 
few months, and capable of doing @}  Rogerts Briss & Co. Shingles. —This 
pretty large business. is also a new mill, located on the north 

Spatpine & Bapernr, Lumber and| bank of the river near the foot of Di- 
Lath.—This mill near the foot of Wis-| vision Street. It has one Valentine 
consin Street, north side of the river, is | machine, and machinery for doing the 
a new mill,and takes the place of one | business of a fitst class ‘mill. Capacity
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fifty thousand per day or seven and one- | ent firm, who is doing a large and suc- 
half million per season of six months, | cessful business. 
Hey, employ: thirteen men and boys} Witener & Brap.y, Lumber and “ twelve girls for packing the shin- | Sestiresatbe mill is in the 3d ward of the 
S04. Mu jcity onthe South bank of the river 

_. Tompson & Porter, el ad Pals the rail road bridge, and has ex- 
This mill is located in the 2nd ward, | cellent facilities for shipping their . 

pret of ae ean Road Di and ues lumber by water or by rail, track run- 
e mouth of the river. It has one Val- | ning through. the yard. Employs 

entine machine, and emyloys twenty- twenty menand cut last season four 
REL ea tae, The a ane million feet of lumber and half million 

of the mill is fifty-five ousan aily | of lath. 
or about nine inillion Pet pacts ae, | Torman G Harris, Lumber aud Lath. 

J. M. Barn, Shingles—This mill is|—This mill is near the last one men- 
beet in i es oa me eat the | tioned, and is at present sawing lumber 
ast one spoken of. It uses the Valentine | by the thousand, and employs twenty- 
machine with other apropriate machinery | five men. Last se son. Tay inuda 
—employs twenty-four hands, and makes | four million seven hundred and fifty 
fifty thousand shingles per day or about | thousand feet of lumber and one milion 
eight and one-half million per season. | lath. This mill has also facilities for 

Gane Mint, J. Jenxins & Co., Lum- | shipping by water and rail. 
ber Lath and Pickets.—This mill is| Bucksrarr Bros, Lumber, Shingles 
near the mouth of the river on the | & Lath—This mill is located above and 
north bank and is the largest of our | near the bridge, is well situated be- 
mills. It has an engine of 90 horse | tween the river and railroad track, in 
eee and ae Sore Engine. It has | the 3d ward of the city. Formerly they 

two gangs of saws thirteen and twenty: | run a shingle mill, but have during the 
two each; one double and one single past winter built a lumber mill adjoin- 
rotary. Employs fifty men. it made ing the other, waking it a complete and 
last season seven million feet of: lumber, | conyenient establishment. " 
two million Lath and 12,000 Pickets. Tolle: lai bax dapactmianttshavasel 
The peculiarity of this mill isa steam |. ee Roig ue reas DEE ae 
saw filing machine, which does up the by . a ace Sark : a P ‘i hs . 
work rapidly and perfectly, a new de- ee mye ae Ce ees Paes ane 
vice and certainly a very good one in ane pHeno EY abont tour million 

anestablishment extensive as this is, | 'e> Pet Sepnony 
Their business last season was a heavy | In the shingle department they have 
one, some $135,000, They employ a|two shingle machines, one Valentine 
capital of $80,000, and have now on | and one Muzzy, and can make seventy 
hand twelve million feet of logs got | thousand shingles per day. They em- 
out by them, and intend sawing at least | ploy in both departments thirty-eight 
eight million feet of lumber this sea- | men, boys and girls. 
son. This firm is also largely engaged | Fosrar & Burrrick, Lumber & Lath, 
in getting out logs for market, supply- | —This mill is also in the 3d ward of 
ing to some extent other mills with a | the city on the south bank of the river. 
part of their stock. i They have an engine made by Adams & 

This Gang Al ety ery that will | Beckwith eee oo employ twenty- 
do to repeat briefly. It occupies the | two men, and manufactured last season 
site of the old Morris Firman Mill, the | four million feet of lumber and_ three- 
first one built here. A. B, Knapp | fourth million of lath. The south side 
bought half of the old mill, and in con- | railroad track runs convenient to this 
nection with Burnham & Foster, built | mill. 
the present Gang Mill July 1856. In| H.W. McCoy & Co., Lumber & Lath. 
1857 Mr. Knapp bought out B. & F.| This mill is on the south bank of the 
and sold a half interest to Jas. Jenkins | river, 3d ward. Employs twenty six 
which firm under the nameof A. B. | men and cut last season three maleR 
Knapp & Co. carried on the business | seyen hundred and fifty thousand feet 
nine years, being succeeded by the pres- | of lumber and one-half million of lath.
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L. B, Reep, Shingles. —This is a new | ship a large part ot their doors and sash 

milla d favorably located on the south | to the far west, having a few days since 
bank of the river and near the railroad | sent off thirty car loads to Omaha, 
track, uses the Challoner machine, made | and can find a ready market in that 
at Omro; employs twenty-eight men, | direction—$215 per car load is the 
women.and boys, and can make sixty | freight paid to Council Bluff. 
thowsng shingles per day. ; This mt |» Norrawesrern Pranine) Mint.— 

bh! Dante last “summer! ane fron! Dut) Gould, Hume & Co., successors to Rob- 
sixteen wecks last season, and cut up | : 
twelve thousand dollars worth of logs | etts, Morgan & Co., Sash, Doors & 
in that time. Blinds.—-This isa large and fine mill, g 

L. P. Suetpon & Son, Lumber & Lath | located on 10th street, near the depot of 
pallet ons the sue pane e ie the C.& N. W. R. R.. and occupies a 
river and is the most westerly o: he * - a ae + 
long line of mills on that idl It is} prom neny and ay ova) POSHIGDs hers 
one hundred and thirty-six by | onthe railroad track, for shipping. It 

forty and fies all the | has good machinery and in abundance 

facilities for shipping tbat the others | fo" doing a large business. They em- 
have. It has a ninety horse power | Ploy sixteen men and can plane twenty. 
engine, made by Beckwith, Davis & Co. thousdnd feet per Hay.dhetbubinessiof 
of this city; employs twenty-three men, this well appointed establishment could 
and cut last season four million feet of | 20t have been less than $75,000 last 
lumber, and one-half million of lath, | Year) and is capable of being run toa’ 

in Waitigh th the above. ie the mill | MaHensgnrs thea athmt fine: banding 
Shy H Weed'& Ch, of which, T. was | nce netnted, and) 14 eentyeae 

ile to pet th 1 ig) gre a by thirty-five feet beside boiler room. 
Tae ; iy e oe 1 i abl t ke an| /heir work is shipped by rail and is 
fp therefore “only” able to make 97 | gant allover thuswesteretated) 

aproximate estimate of its business, and : 
other data, which will be embraced in| | Os#Kosu Crry Praning Mixx, Griffith 
making up the following aggregate | & Co. Sash, Doors and Blinds.—This 
statement. | mill is located near the foot of Light 

As our planing mills and manufac-| Street, 1st ward, and finds ready demand 
tures of doors, sash and btinds, are so| for all the work they can make. They 

closely connected with the manufac-| have a good mill, and first class machin- 
turing of lumber, I shall include them in ery such as planers, matchers moulding 

the gencral statement et poner done, machine, &c., and employ fourteen men 

capital, labor employed, &e. the year round,—capacity for planing 
Eacin Pranine Miz, Foster & Jones! and matching forty thousand per day. 

—This mill is located in the 3d ward of | They do work to order and have a dry 
ity on the south bank of the river | house that will dry ten thousand feet 

He e : ft j : Sa c wg lisi | at the same time. This mill is located 
above the Lridge, ant occupies an 8) | near the track of the north side Rail 
ble location for doing an active and ex- | Road, giving them ample facilities for 
tensive business, and has machinery | shipping. 

well adapted to the purpose; such asa! J. Danvorru, PLaNntine Minn & House 

double ' set of planers and matches | Buuprne.—This establishment would 

with an improved machine for the | more properly come under the head of 

manufacture of flooring and siding.| manufacturing but combining as it is 

The machinery of this establishment is | designed, a planing mill, I shall speak y gs P s P 
ample and complete, with a capacity for | of it inthis connection. The building 

planing, &c., four million feet per| has just been erected and the machinery 

year, or twelve thousand per day. They | is being put in for the purpose of manu- 

employ twenty men, and can turn out/ facturing material all ready for the 

$100,000 of work in the year. They! putting up of houses.
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This is a novelty in this part of the i in the manufacture of lumber and lath; 

country in house building, but will not | nine used in the manufacture of 
only prove a profitable undertaking, | shingles alone; fiye in manufacturing 
but a great convenience, and I doubt lumber, lath and shingles, and four are 
not a saving to persons intending to planing wills, and manufacture doors, 

— ~ | sash and blinds, 
build Laid street pei % nhs pie That in all these mills are employed, 
boskeps stuns Ti a oe keh a den including about sixty boys and girls in 
a aie ee ec building ve shingle vu oe hundred and 
\ 6 pI 5 . . persons to all of whom is given 
is fifty feet eapare and rye tories high, employment eight months in the year, 
with a separate room for the boiler, an | and to about one fourth, the year round. 
aiicl neni ea tant isiaete | The average amount of wages to men is 

tent (This daitiewill ie ein ene dollars and twenty-five cents per 

piste pla i Fabdvmatoliieg minhitent day. ple’ aning anc ing y eg aU ER ACHE a ats 
with a capacity for planing fifty thou| That there are thirty-five engines sand feet per day, also for the manufac- | used, ranging froin twenty five to ninety 

ture of doors, sash and blinds, and con- ia pow: ‘ 
sidering its different purposes, will oc- That the amount of lumber made 
eupy @ prominent position in the manu-| during last season (eight months) is 
facturing interests of this city. | seventy-four million feet. 

Murs Nearty Reapy.—Knapp, Fow-| The number of shingles made the 
Sila: * it season was one hundred and twenty ler & Co., are building a first class mill Ee ‘Sa reaae : 4 ne and one-half millions. 

on the sife in ape arena ne The number of lath, fifteen million, 
oy burnt i 7 * ve f na That the whole amount of capital in- 
will ibave ready in eee . a OMY" | vested, i8 nine hundred and seventy 
five by ane hondred and ifour te thousand dollars, This amount covers 
sthyice ‘high snd “* ateunels wn te but a part of the stock used. 

constructed mill. Tt will make lumber, The whole amount of business done 
lath and shingles, and stand second to jg one million five hundred and nineteen 
one in this place incapacity. B Ham-| thousand dollars. a Pp P 

ilton is the millright. The engine} And lastly, that the whole amount of g g y: 
ninety horse power, is built by Hiner & | logs cut, including lumber, shingles and 
Co., Fond du Lac. lath, reduced to a lumber equivalent, 

D. McCartney will soon have finished | is one hundred and one million, two 
Bt . handred and fifty thousand feet. Truly 

his: new nor fot - vine . an aggregate that should satisfy the 
Street, which he expects to exce a” | most ambitious among those engaged in 
others in point of size and fitness. This | that business, as well as being a matter 
mill is to be three stories high, forty by | of pride to every citizen of Oshkosh. 

eighty feet, and adapted also to planing} How Disposep or.—This lumber is 

and manufacture of sash,doors & blinds. | sent to all parts of the western States 
RECAPITULATION. and territories, carrying with it some 

+ + . | Sort of an idea of the great resources of 
g Boca me Ce eer ah the pine lands, on the rivers that find 
ment of the number, capacity and Dusl- | an outlet at this place, and also of the 
ness of our lumber, shingle and planing | extensive operations requisite to the 
mills, I deduce the following interesting | production of the lumber and shingles 
Heme 0 wit: that are sent off from here. 

? * y 

That there are now in the city of| Locs How Onramsep—The number 
Oshkosh in operation Hy thee mills; | Of our mill owners is but a small part 
fourteen of these are wi exclusively | of those who are engaged in getting out
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logs. These companies come from all ' per crib, or one dollar per raft But the 
parts of the State, and engage regularly | greater part of the logs are gathered 
in what is termed the logging business, | and rafted as before described. 
which is getting out the logs on con- | This canal or cut off is one-eighth of a 
tract or for the market, and supply not | mile long, and is one hundred feet wide. 
alone the wants of the mills of this, but | It connects Boom bay or the north 
other places. This goes to make up | eastern bay ot Lake Poygan, with the 
such deficiency as arises from the prac- | Wolf riyer above, where the river takes 
tice of our mill owners, in getting out /a sharp turn to the southwest, and 
only a part of the logs required for their | shortens the distance of navigation seven 
mills. miles; two and one-half miles of river, 

THE BOOM COMPANY. and a round about trip through lake 
Another prominent feature in our | Poygan, and making nearly a straight 

lumber trade is the “Wolf River Boom course with the river above through the 
Company.” This company was incor- | lakes Poygan and Winneconne, a great 
porated in 1857 J. H. Weed, President. | saving in the navigation of the Wolf 
It occupies that part of the Wolf river |Ttiver. Though the greater part of the 
above lake Poygan, a distance of three | tafting is done at the Bay, the river 
and one-half miles, the cut off or canal | above the cut off and between that and 
one-eight of a mile, and a bay at the the Iake, comprizing a distance of about 
northeast point of the lake, (Poygan) | three and onc-half miles, is prepared for 
now known as Boom Bay, and extending | this purpose by ® continuous boom, 
southwards from the cut off two miles, some ten feet from the river bank, 
In this Bay the rafts are mostly made | Making a race, through which all logs 
up, and to say acres of logs conveys but | have to pass, and outside this boom rafts 
aslight idea of the magnitude of the | ate made up, belonging to the differ- 
company operations. This cut off,|ent companies having logs to come 
the spiling and booming of the Bay | down, and hundreds of men may be seen 
and the river above, has cost the com | standing at their respective posts, 
pany $20,000, and hus so systematized | matching closely every log for the 
and facilitated the business of making | owners mark, and shoving it on its 
up the “Fleets” of logs ready for towing, | journey to the next when an ownership 
that compared to a former period, the | is not recognized. When their raft is 
business is now done at a less expense, | full, made up in this way, it is shoved 
a saving of time and a saving of logs to | actoss the channel and “hung,” to be 
the owners, It has until a year or two | taken through the canalin that shape, 
since, been the practice of the Boom Co, | but to be made up into “fleets” in the 
to collect the logs and make up the | bay below. 
rafts for thoserunning logs to market,| The river from its turn to the lake 
and receiving from forty to fifty cents some two miles, presents one solid mass 
per M.as a reimbursement; but that | of logs, which are also rafted and taken 
practice is mostly abandoned. Now pee through the Jake to the bay as 
each man or Company, owning the logs, | aforesaid. It is difficult to convey to 
has men all along at the Booms on the |the mind of the reader a correct 
Bay and river above, of some miles, to | idea of this laborious process, It must 
gather up the logs as they come along, | be seen to be appreciated, and to take a 
turn them into their respective b2oms, | View of the hundreds of small houses all 
where they are rafted, and hung outside | afloat on rafts, in which men, apparently 
the Booms in the bay, and are there | happy, spend their lives, is but to im- 
made up into what is called “fleets;” for | press the beholder with a full sense of 
furnishing such facilities and con-| the magnitude of the work, and the 
yeniences the company receives ten | mode of life of thousands of river men 
cents per thousand feet, amounting to a | in the lumber trade. 
large sum in the course of the season. SPECIFICATIONS. 

Many logs are cribbed above and| That there are two miles anda half 
brought down in that shape when they | ot the river occupied in making up the 
arerun directly through the cut off | rafts, and two miles of Boom Bay below 
without rafting, and pay toll of 25 cts. | the cut-offused for the same purpose.
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Sixty companies are engagid in get-| Cribs, Rafts and Fleets, I will briefly 
ting out and running down logs. say, for the benefit of those unacquain- 

There are facilities for making up at ted with river dialect, that a crib of 
the same time, one hundred and fifty \ogs is nearly square and of a size ac- 
rafts, which are made up and “hung” cording to the length of the timbers or 
outside the booms for “fleeting ” poles used to fasten them together, the 
Half a million of logs in number pass | logs being only held in their places by 

through the cut off in. one season. such timbers, size usually about 20 to 30 

One hundred and fifty million fect of feet aquze: i vi 
logs got out, isa fair estimate for this | i Raft posits a ial of ie 
ear. cribs, sometimes to the number of hun- 

z: Mia thousnd men tiehensed scared dreds, generally rearanged and fastened 
(Ae oe lopeing besiness ene) | together by trverse sticks or poles, run- 
7 BENs “iat | ning across and holding the logs securely 

, Three hundred men are. engaged | in their places, the length depending on 
in rafting at the bay. \the number of logs belonging to the 

_ Average wages per day is two dollars. | party or parties employing the Tug— 

HOW LOGS ARE BROUGHT DOWN. | rafts half a mile in length are a com 

Logs taken in fleets from this Bay by |? sight ie the mvue > 
Tugs to Oshkosh, 15 to 20 cents—to A ‘fleet’ is any number of these ratts 

Fond du Lae 40 to 50 cents—Neenah & | that may be attached (temporarily) to 
Menasha 40 to 50 cents. Flects compris- | Save time in towing them through » the 

ing from 2 million to 3 million feet are | lakes, covering thousands of feet square 
brought down by a single tug. This according to the power of the tug em- 

process is not generally known by the | Ployed. Cribs of timber, posts or ties 
people and I will. bricfly diseribed it. | are similar to a crib of logs in size and 

The prominent appendage of a tug is Shape, but laid one course above the 
her ‘grouser’ which an old ‘salt’ would | other consistant with the depth of the 

calla ‘Jury’ mast. After the boat is | water. 4 
attached to the fleet, she is run out to | FACILITIES OF SHIPPING. 
the length of her tow line, and this | ‘ i 
perpendicular fixture (grouser) is then | Another pO ARY feature a Lod 
let down directly through the forward | lumber trade is the facilities of moving 

part of the boat, and being armed with | the lumber from our mills to the. place 
a steel point, sinks deep into the sand | of shipment, Formerly a large ‘part of 
or mud, and like a kedge anchor, holds ire PI a by B if ate Na t 
the boat fast; then the machinery for | ¥28 moved PY SIRES ANG DY ESE NE 
increased power is operated on by steam the Depot, or toa convenient place of 
winds up the line, and moves the fleet so | loading into cars; a laborious and expen- p 30 | loading P 
much. Then before the momentum is | sive procss in shipping large qnantities 
lost, the boat has hauled up her‘grouser’ | oblumber” Now a track is laid: down 

gone ahead and ready to give another | ania ees 
pull. A somewhat slow but powerful |" the north side of the river connect- 

meathod of moving logs. It is only | ing with the track of the C. & N. W.R. 

through the lakes that this is done, on | R. near the R. R. Bridge, and being on 
the river the fleets have to be divided |, gentle curve to where it strikes Ceape 
into rafts or cribs, on account of the.” : ee 
natrowness and meandering of the chan- | St- thenes along, said) street, crossing 
nel, as well as in ordes to pass through main, and running thence along river 
the bridges; after which they are regu- | street touching the yard of some fifteen 

larly towed, and not ‘groused’, as in the | of our mills, and to be continued to Al 
case of the fleets. There is no ‘Tug’ on | fi i 
the river with a draft and capacity ad- | goma, a distance of over two miles. The 

apted to the business, that could move | South side is similarly provided for by a 

one of ‘these ‘Fleets,’ hence the ‘grouser’ | track running from the main road south 

is an important member. | of the passenger Depot and accomoda- 
As I have used so often. the terms | ting nine lumber and shingle mills on
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es 6 
"that side of the river. These tracks upper Fox; and hence through the lake 

are built by private companies, and | and lower Fox river and canal, to Green 
charge to cach shipper 50 cts per ot Bay, an extended line of watct.com- 
passing over them;a paying thing for | munication, to say nothing of the fur- 
the companies owning them, and a great | ther outlet through Green Bay on the 
convenience and saving to the shipper.| North to Lake Michigan, and to the 

But the Chicago and Northwestern foe to the Mississippi through, 
Railroad is the great artery of commer- | c te am és , 
cial operations, and furnishes an outlet : " fe 

for our lumber to the world. Without helene rte a chi 
this, the business would be greatly cir-| °°“ : 
cumscribed, and that development ae i ee on 
which now characterizes our city as the Pe ae ; es feo aie fo 

: a eighteen miles fro 
adios ie grommet spite ad ten miles from the foot, and on both the Northwest, would be of but feeble | * aun ze ‘ ti 

comparison to its present condition. ean oe Aa aa ae “aan 
BOATS IN THE LUMBER TRADE. 

In addition to the facilities spoken of | of eS sees ae ang 
above, several of our mills, such as have | 9 vepeag S) oh aa ” etl 

et the benefit of the “rail,” have | mercial operations. 
Teeny ik Whew which they use| Waters for 110 miles form an outlet for 

in moving their lumber to the place of the products of a large scope of produc- 

shipment, andalso to other points on | ee trek Chak ea 

the lake and river where they have | ie > 
jae yards. One large setts firm | Mingles its waters with the Fox about 

send all their lumber to Fond du Lac, twelve miles from is roe 
where they haye extensive yards for | immediately ree into é ve ' u 
supplying the trade. This ~ i oa lap oe eee = 
aud runs a steamer, some sail vessels g ie 
and several barges for that purpose, the ae ae i Pk of 

while others have sole jor part interest Oshkosh now stands. i ie aes a 
in steam tugs and barges to convey the often herent oe aay e : Hi 

produce of their mills to points on the | the fae o i rc ee Ww Ben ee . 
river above and elsewhere. foavereh omnes . 

There are now in the business of |the Fox Indians for many years, far 

towing logs and freighting lumber on be ee a 

the river, this being the centre, twenty | 2& ae a Rs ei aaa ia 

steam tugs, employing over one hundred | ™outh al a ee z salt aah Siete ratte 
and fifty men. The most of these boats | "PP&T aa ele a . Tele 
are for “public hire,” the balance are | ae i ieee ae shoata 
private property used in individual | Teste’ a = fe ae Fe 

interests; and there are no “Barnacled [eer BIO: a Ei is ata me ee 

keels” during eight months of the year. ie OU aes avin ane Cea uae 

All are actively employed in the several | a Re eee ae a 

oe : ent ae Hs sel ot | wus size for seventy. is miles, and an n extensive field of | - , 
pe aay ‘Bone of them pg be ; equal distance further for those of lesser 
hundred and fifty miles up the Wolf \ size, and drains, with its tributaries, the 
river and an equal distance ax the! great Pineries, bringing to our doors,
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the ich products of that extrnsive | the acquirement of wealth, than either 
region. a greater source of weaith per- | of the others mentioned. To that pas- 
hee than all others our city enjoys. | sion even the socialities of lite are made 

Add to this the agricultural resources, | subservient. 
standing as it does in the een a IN CONCLUSION. 
country whose fertility is surpassed by : 5 i 
none in the State; fod to this againa Thave now dptained thoireadar much 
salubrious and healthy climate, and we longer than I at first intended, and will 
have a few of thc leading advantages | not presume further on his patience. 
that belong to Osukosh on account of | The little history that belongs properly 
its position. It is on the 44th parallel | ¢, Oshkosh, was an unwritten one, and 
of north latitude. Fifty-two miles from | |. 2 ” 
Green Bay and 176 feet above the waters | ‘difficulttes I found at every step in my 
of the bay; one hundred and ten miles | efforts to bring it to light. If some 

ete sre pene oN and 14 | future historian should include this with 
feet lower; and trom the Mississippi : 
river at the mouth of the Wisconsin it ether ploces\in the Fitass, he ney Zee 
is 222 miles and 140 feet higher. It is available the results of my patient labor 

fiaety miles from Milwaukee and 192 | in gathering up and reducing to form 

from Chicago, lying directly on the line | the indistinct recollections of those who 
of the Chicago and Northwestern R.R, | had passed through the scenes which 
giving it facilities of commerce, and h b s » 
Beauty of location that is not excelled | have been described, and thus a good 
by any place in the northwest. result arrived at. In eyery history, 

OSHKOSH SOCIALLY CONSIDERED. however brief, that is made up mostly 
The people of American birth surpass of statistics, the general reader will find 

all other nationalities in numbers, and | nothing but weariness, while there are 

have come mostly from the eastern and | others that will prize it the morc highly. 

thiddle States. There is also a consider | In this I had no ambition to gratify, no 

able foreign born population, consisting | motive to serve but truth, and if this 
of Germans, Welch and Irish, with all | little anonymous production. called here 

of whom may be found many of our | the “History of Oshkosh,” shall be found 
best citizens. They have their churches | useful or interesting to cither class, my 

‘and their schools, and do much in their | labors are twice repaid and I am satis 

own way, for the advancement of moral | fied. That I have been instrumental in 

and religious improvement. In the | reseuing from the oblivion of forgetful 
social enjoyments, these classes, after the | ness, a record that must soon have been 

habits and customs in which they have | lost, and that it will be appreciated for 

been educated, surpass that of the that, if naught else, let me Lope. 
Americans. They cling more to the ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. 
pleasures of life than to its convention- To Geo. F. Wright, H B. Porli . 
alities, and seize upon every rational 'o Geo. F. Wright, . Porlier, of 
enjoyment, as their rightful inheritance. | Butte des Morts, H. A. & J. P, Gallup, 

The Americans are commendably | Joseph Jackson, Edward Eastman, R. 
active in building churches, schools and L, Harding and others, who have been 
other great public improvements; as in + . . : 
all“good word and works.” And whether | ™0st kind in placing in my hands, 
their devotion lies in the direction of| books, old files and other documents, 
Things Divine or the Irrepressible dol-| from which much valuable data was 
lar, the same ardor is evinced, the latter | optained, as well as recounting to me 
standing an equal chance of attain- : 4 . 
ment, They are less free from the con- the scenes and events of their early life 

straints and fashions of the age, andj in Oshkosh, which has formed the base 

sacrifice more of the rational enjoyments | of what I haye written, I am placed 
of society to the ruling passion, that of | under a debt of gratitude.
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