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The brown creeper 

probes bark and branch 

for a meal. 

Anita Carpenter 

na still deciduous forest, a slender, 

y Vv v five-inch bird spirals up around a tree 

P trunk, pausing every now and then to 

, inspect the bark. It moves on, probing 

each crevice, working over each 

PAS POE wr ee “oo m. branch and often hanging upside down to 

, Ny oe heat 4 er a ¢ x Lao a glean the tree for insect eggs, larvae and 
aS Ne ees aa hag fie moe ~ ~~ ' «2 adult insects. Satisfied that the tree has had 

OR EW Rae nll ae me 3 a * e | __ the once-over, the bird flies to the base of a 
SEG hearts ge Ak | ‘ wee: ‘ 
sae ey pee a "a A ees a A —— neighboring tree and repeats its spiraling 

" fy NOB ASS weak Vi. Rea Ey ae 7 " ascent. 
ae roxy oe : ‘ ? be Z ee F 

e 3 bas 4. PS hey Bs 4 3 y a LN . ei. The brown creeper is not easy to detect. 
Aiea tet . ae f Yea ie Fg ae b by : 

ie f aS. «. “ 3 Rh { * sae % Bs i, Its brown- and white-streaked plumage is 
vay Le aa ee ee te Ex) 

2 \: ri ; oF » a nd ai eel E Y by 1 Hi & 4 perfect camouflage when it clings to rough 
i 3 ” ae ; 2 4 i eee 

oaks he " "d AL: a ef Zo i A!) oa Le tree bark. Yet the brown creeper (Certhia 
ee ‘ Sa” They ee of iV CE OU) a : 
ae ‘ og ay * ‘ eo H iy) 1 A ‘ americana) is common throughout Wiscon- 

as re ; lek a) r OF = a fe (4) iy 7 sin forests year round, especially during the 

ik, yey rig ee i feed (* ‘ ay = + © = April and late fall peak migrations. The nor- 

> Be aap bir eA FF , 16 Ei ioe i ' / bs } ~~ _ mally solitary creeper may be found in 
ty: se NG te SF nN j ao) fi G ’ fi if | ___ mixed flocks of chickadees and nuthatches 
ee a i : od 4 A, i Le ip A F Kn il during migrations. Creepers tend to work 

7 ee ae x > Ge} , 4 a ee 5 
, a re r / Lo tar ©. ; their way from the bottom of a tree to the = Nee 2 Pa heir way from the bottom of h 
ye Pa fr rr iO ae, eh top, while nuthatches spiral their way down 

Ve fi q i 
leu Re yy ees JARs yt ae |S + ie) limbs in search of food. 
Keo Rye ‘ 1 ese . ie 

Er * SS Pe.) aha \ i A —_. Brown creepers are North America’s i SNe” SE ey / Fy eB 
Pa ‘y eo 4 ry * f hg, fs % sole representatives of the tree creeper 

% ee E i " Fs os % = 4 

‘ mS ess 3 vin UF a se ea) ; family. All six species are well adapted to a es . WY Aree oe. family. All six speci 11 adapted 
ee Es. i ay Ae cg ~ eee vy 
Se F : sm hn J > : life of clutching and probing tree trunks — 

ek Ma ¥ < te “ tJ 7 ras ™, os’ ae ar ! cryptic coloration, long pointed tail feathers 

, Pe \) rr oy /. i ah . F : A iy c] with stiff tips to support the birds as they 

oN Le ae Fi | es Ps ae hitch around a tree, long toes with sharp 
ary Be * a ss 3 we 

as “Ore ; a ce oo curved claws to grasp bark, and curved v4 S 4 oe & a 

a M - a (Be ' ee] & ey “a  . beaks adapted to probe deeply into fissures 

gst ed 44 Yas a) .» ig ie a3 - fs 3 or behind bark to extract juicy morsels. 
eos ie ee er, _ : 

mit i 4 3 a OAD rt 4 4} - ”, | “2 § The brown creeper’s beak and toes curve 
: oo | — x au. eG a od ds to keep a fi hile probi ated te Se OR PT Rm Mi 6 C002 fo hoe afr grasp wl probing 

Continued on page 29
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Story and photos by 4 \ 4 eG 3 F : Feo selene, 

Don Blegen Collectors stoop in ‘ ah ; Bg . gf ef 
a = pe Bags , t/a fae 

o hold a Lake Superi- pursuit ofa crust bears the marks of a .., oe s a ef. e . PA fe SP pres. 
or agate is to contain long, rough life. Inside, an ‘ eo ; ‘ . a t 4 ——_- 

@ illi a is i a - . # ies Bg i < i ree more than a iakliven remarkably agate is all delicacy and ele . i... * * . | Zz 
years of the earth’s gance, colorfully banded in 4 j Vt aie . 7 a iE 4 E Ds 

turbulent geological : infinite variety. as i - = a | Paap 
history in the palm of stunning stone. Agates may be found on | a e j ; iii? i 1 : z 
your hand. Formed the shoulders of highways, q i ii sy 4 % Pea 3 

in the lava of ancient volcanoes in on the gravel bars of streams, along the 5 | | : fi ~ : ££ 
northern Canada, freed by eons of beaches of Lake Superior, in gravel pits — a a a | 4 4 8 q 4 Bt 3 

weathering, scattered by ancient nearly anywhere there are gravel deposits. a ae iB it 4 Pie 56 
y igs ee ; ; re: AB 
floods, bulldozed to the south by atleast —_A raw agate can be pretty nondescript, but | | io? : —_ 4 ge 

four separate glaciers, and spread and scat- the same agate cut and polished or tum- 5 2 ; 1 \ , oo . | ; 1 4 34 
tered again by the torrential streams from _ bled toa high gloss can be a thing of beauty a 4 4 ai a 4 ; a ge 
the melting ice, an agate’s lumpy outer © —a rainbow forever frozen in rock. Ps P . 4 toa : vee 4 4 , 
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as ait: AGATE HUNTING 

. - = e Se : ee aa soe se ce most common is the quartz-filled agate, In search of a stone rainbow some gravel roads in northern Wiscon- _ enormously if you get to the gravel 
“ Pg SS cents cy. ay ea ae ee where all or much of the core of the sin, you can pick up dozens, even hun- _ beaches after a storm has mixed the ie, cae i aes eam > eae at eee = gas B ie 

eee Sp oe Shes. ee eee = agate is quartz crystal, lacking pattern Although any gravel deposit, nat- dreds, of small agates in a few hours. gravel, or if you get to the gravel bars See pes sg Me GPSS ier See E é te s A ee 2 gpmnaioarees Peet oases siege Se ee ae Cast or color. A very attractive type is the ural or artificial, may contain agates, To locate larger agates, gravel bars right after a flood has receded and bee ce ae 2 eee ee ee yi yP y/ & ger agi & & 
oS eee ee a a ps fortification agate (also called topo- you're likely to have more success __ on fast streams are good bets.So are _ stirred up the substrate. It’s best to be beet BOE Siti Sa in Pe a s ones F : ya : A ae = os ee civ o. tke ae See raphical or banded) because the pat- finding a rock rainbow in northern or ravel beaches — and gravel pits, if ick about it: There are a lot of agate- i ee a Se ate rap P & 8 & iP q 8 

ceil Be AS See Sh aa ge tern looks like an aerial view of a forti- ‘ western Wisconsin, where the glaciers ou’re one step ahead of the rock- ickers out there, and they scour these a a ee ns) ba ee & yi P P M 
/ = ee ae. a OE8 So fied castle. Eye agate (also called bull’s- deposited great amounts of debris.On _ crusher. You’llimprove your chances _ areas thoroughly. After a sharp-eyed 

og ge ae ee eye) is aptly named for its concentric EE a UN opal Paes nn a. : SARDONYX AGATE. TS i ga Pe : ee Soe rings. Moss agate has its color deposits cg . 3 ee 
Fe a el ve i eee = cS in irregular, branch-like patterns. Sar- a 4 Pe Me oe aire ag ap tae ea es : ‘ a eM a By ae i wish eee! « or coe 2 donyx agate has its colors arranged in , = : sor orn ie ~ 
Bre ee eas eat ye ea. et erfectly parallel lines. These are the 4 2 % i Pe LSE e Rees ee “sae, ; P oP 3 a — . . ee ee ee fc are five most recognized types; an expert ae — " a Sagas FD outdacd a tow morecategories or BN 4 y | 

See ee Oe llllU OES recision’s sake. g f Pe ee FG ef rae Se cae : Pg ee eee {es a So) ee Aaa y Some collectors cut their agates i 4 
ee pee eS We eo sat ae <a Beg pe ‘ on a diamond saw and polish only x , ; gi a foo selge eat ace ie g ) S he cut f irror-like finish sie co Bee ees ie ae a Ee the cut face to a mirror-like finish, a A oS ES SS _ 
BPs «Pe : Fd ee fe <= bringing out the beauty andsub- (© ' ee i j ‘ % 

Pa Rese fet eT eterno ae ea ee i a vy tle details of the pattern. Others (= ee Zi s : 
gaye ie agra ct arse ; tg ) a ya tumble their agates in varying 3 2 ae RA oa. ae a yy me Vian : he | ' Seat bre eee eee alas mee! i De i rades of carborundum grit for re a 3 = BS Reg pen en PG ae a “ Sas ae & 8 a ee 4 ta. pier eee 2 aces. + #severalweekstoproducethe / 7% " q , s tee ie ae aes ee are. lai on P ‘— e a 4 t 

ag Re a ce same effect over the entire / | } ; = 4 %. oe 
ee Fs tes usa J ae yy surface. Some polishers do / 1 a le 4 4 ’ = — 
en es eo Sas eee both, cutting the 1 Pag ne a4 ‘ a i i is ley fr 6 gee : ee ; g arge é mee te ae 4 : i 

4 - | pee ee) Tee eee stones and tumbling the sf cf : 
; ee sates eiet ¥ ae eae E aS small ones. Still other collectors are 1 i 2 

ye NS ae, 9 Fo concerned primarily with size and i Oe ee tion Lake Superior Agate was the definitive work on the er ores oO. ieee P yi y =| NN \\ iF s 
a ane < ie, ae oc 7 a © == 4,,_ tefuse to cut or tumble, preferring the 7 _\ wy topic for many years. Ted is also a top-notch geologist and = “ a, oe A pete 

, i i i i 

fa: a << ba | a Bare Lo a raw stone. ; ; botanist, and has considerable expertise in paleontology. 
ee ee : The a a ge / | Mostly self-taught, widely read and keenly observant, he iG Pe, . ys ay > i segs + . = : ee a eee PSS * EB F i [ has spent a lifetime in the pursuit of knowledge. In Japan, 

mi a Ce a a J a g F | this inquisitive and thoughtful 89-year-old would proba- ‘ y oS ONS a y j ( nee 
Agate hounds cruise the Lake Superior coast and gravel bars just after storms to see if nature has foe RS ed bs " : \ iL a3 bly be : living ee f i : churned up rocky treasures. 5 ee 3 pi i 2 i) Ted’s outbuilding may not be impressive, but what it 

tose eae S , : contains certainly is. Beautifully cut and polished agates, 
4 Aes te ss 4 lus museum-quality amethyst, malachite, tiger-eye and Gems of the North . ck : e . ) \ \e am Pp ; ee yee Boon glass. Yet agate is also brittle; : és \ \ a other mineral specimens from all over the world gleam in 

The semiprecious agate is foundin most large stones have been aad ed \ H d a “ his glass cabinets. Fossils include trilobites and horn corals 
various places around the planet: Mex- broken into smaller pieces by : p yn me *, See from half a billion years ago, a mastodon tusk sluiced from . S . * * ‘} P Cae m peas s * : ico, Brazil, Germany, Australia, West- | weathering and crushing. : | sis re ™ - ms ; Wan Alaskan gold field with a high-pressure hose, and a 
ern Africa, etc. The Lake Superior Large agates (fist-sized or 4 Y je a Poe) c Ss é ao a a , huge two-pound tooth from a Carcharodon megalodon, an 
form, however, is so varied in its pat- bigger) are rare and many i “{ cg Pe ees Aa ee be a ‘ee PP extinct relative of the great white shark. When your own 
me and anaes that ce ee _ ares ie. oe ; D . Theodore C. Vanasee displays the Natural beauty trapped in rock and fosell teeth stop oe a the sight, you a conn your 

'y many to be the most beautiful of all. tal, making them less desir- | i Ps attention to a collection of spear points, stone knives, axe- 
Agate is a variety of quartz called _ able. But a very few have , - Little house of wonders heads, skinning tools and other items used by prehistoric 

chalcedony, which usually has concen- _ solid patterns throughout, i A i ae cultures. Be sure to ask if you can examine at least a few of 
tric bands of varying color. Itisavol- and these are the most cov- vay Ye <4 na weathered wooden outbuilding on his Spring Val- _ Ted’s 2,600 different types of wood; you'll enjoy his wood 
canic rock formed in cavities of basalt eted and prized by collec- UN Sa BS ley, Wis. farm, Theodore C. Vanasse has assembled an carvings, too. It’s a little house of wonders, and it’s open to 
and open seams of other non-granite _ tors. J pa ee ns ey amazing collection of agates, mineral specimens, fos- _ the public. 
igneous rocks. Iron oxides infiltrating Agate collectors categorize Y pee age 6 = sils, and Indian artifacts gathered in Wisconsin and else- Ted would like to share his knowledge and show his 
into the stone over time create the _ the stones into several types — Peer eae i“ <) where. The Lake Superior agates photographed for this specimens to scientists, teachers, students, and anyone 
bands of color. not always an easy task, as a sin- ORE ag 5 article are from his collection. who is curious about earth science. Tours of the museum 

This very durable stone isharder _ gle agate may contain features of hag pea 3 3 Ted is a recognized expert on agates; his 1951 publica- _ can be arranged by calling Ted at (715) 778-4458. 
than steel and capable of scratching _ two or more types. Probably the } Renan ere i 2 

6 Wisconsin Natural Resources 4 hey re ec! } December 1995 vi ‘ ta, SS



AGATE HUNTING 

: ane , * / . PS 

_— a Ls i? pe i ; a 
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—, * al £ : ) aa 

: ee ie ees ee : oe _ ; L- 

A dazzling variety of eye agates await the collector who can find them and polish them. Rock tumblers can take a week to a month to tumble or vibrate a smooth, 
lustrous surface on agates. 

icker or two has gone over a spot, the small, but your first really prize agate Once the allure of these magnificent Pp 8 iB y EP: 8 & 
picking will be pretty poor untilnew —_ just might get you hooked for life. rainbows in rock gets into your blood, 

material is brought to the surface. Agate hunting can bea fully absorb- _ it’s there for good. O 

How do you spot an agate? Start b’ ing hobby, or it can be simply one of a yousP §' yi 8 Y: ply 
looking for stones with these identify- _ those pleasurable pursuits that enrich Photographer and agate collector Don Ble- 

ing qualities: another pastime. A trout fisherman aa as alivays.on the lookout for stane rain= 
ows near Spring Valley, Wis. 

Color Mout Seates awe edaion may take a break and check the gravel 

irown hoe ee ihe Gon onde beneath his waders. A hiker may take 

Hae Bae a bit of extra time to 

Pattern — Contrasting bands of color oe eS ue ay 

are often visible. eee Oe Learn more about agates 

eet a: ee may decide to pull Enrich your search for agates with the following books: 

ken large agates. Boo OC aua : qi 
Teancleseeen EE Wate cunt gravel bar or beach. Chesterman, Charles W., Audubon Society Field Guide to 

hace : ‘il'oftow a3 ff You never know. North American Rocks and Minerals, Alfred A. Knopf, 

your backs agates wi onen give Oh@ ~The next bit of [Meagan lesa 
translucent glow in the sunlight. eine nee 

any, Se == MES) ELST Son biggest agate you Duke, H.C., The Agate Book, Mineralogist Publishing 
agates look as if they have been coated 8 
Atos have ever found or Co., Portland, OR, 1951 

m a will ever find. Or 

Pick up anything that looks suspi- the most beautiful. Pearl, Richard M., Gems, Minerals, Crystals, and Ores, 

cious. You’ll come up dry ona lot of Golden Press, New York, 1967 
suspects, but sooner or later, you'll find 

one, then another, and another, Vanasse, T.C., Lake Superior Agate, Spring Valle Pp 8 Poe y 
until you have a pocketful. SUN, 1951 

After a bit of success, you'll get 
an eye for it. Just as you are Wolter, Scott E., The Lake Superior Agate, 

able to spot a familiar face in a Lake Superior Agate, Inc., 

crowd of strangers, Minneapolis, 1986 

you will be able to 

spot an agate Woolley, Dr. Alan, 

among a multi- : Illustrated Ency- 

tude of ordi- 3 5 clopedia of Minerals, 

nary stones. ee @ Gallery Books, 1990 

Your first : “a z 
agates will F cs : E 

probably be em : 3 
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O TOWARD AN E 

se ——s Nina Leopold Bradley 

“ In this day and age hunting and 
hunters often get a bad rap. City folk, 
vegetarians, and environmentalists are 

assumed to be anti-hunting. Not so 

with Aldo Leopold. To him, hunting 

was an expression of love for the nat- 
ural world; it initiated a kind of bond- 

ing with the land. 

To those who knew him through his 
essays or through personal friendship, 
Aldo Leopold is remembered for his 

keen observation, his philosophic pen- 
ra etration, and his clarity of expression. 

vg e As his daughter, I also knew this, and 

ie SS ; his genuine, personal warmth. 

$i Sas In preparing this talk, my under- 
te "ik : nate standing of my father has expanded 

; ~ Pah us = —  —  SCsémeasurrably. In tracing his love of the 
So, eS : “ae SEN eee a outdoors and the hunt, I have 

- 2 ] eeeeg, @ 5 . *S a “tae Cottle reviewed many letters he wrote home 

Eo ell igtey ee Sw ay 7 | es from school — from Lawrenceville in 
pi ft i? | et eh ail NS . ye *2 ig New Jersey and from Yale in Connecti- ‘ 
FS Fee Aff es, os be WOR kk ty = cut. In those days people did write let- 

a a 4 ti | Vp ib SR rate a #OX ‘ ya = ters, and in this case all the letters were 

ped hae = AR. (rz: ae a eS 5 Ar ae @ saved. Whata treasure trove! 
Sgt P pihatuae car wees eee ry Pe ro 2 a Letters from the 17-year-old Aldo 
a eB te Se SR eaten . 2 to his mother and father are extrava- 

Sirs” 5 Siege Meg | sant in describing the exciting adven- 
pts So HM ve al t foe 1 Sg ry he ‘ g tures he had exploring new lands. 

or Fe Vee ne ie | (fe €y age eer ns They reminded me of John Muir in his 
: Pe , i ee I i “pee: ol Ce. facie | = exaltation describing an unspoiled 

c Be G, > \ *s ) fs 7} of oh sas fs aS | i = Yosemite or the new adventure of 

i eT a ee! yet" | emia Px Ps ae Ba. crossing a glacier! 

Resting during a hunt on the Rio Gavilan, 1938. A few years later, writing from Yale 
as a 19-year-old, his letters take on 

quite a different aspect. They are more 
Editor's note: Nina Leopold Bradley — researcher, family factual, less descriptive of the natural 

planning specialist, and daughter of the renown ecologist | world, with lengthy explanations of 

Aldo Leopold — recently addressed the Governor's Sym- what he 18 learning, the books he is 

posium on North America’s Hunting Heritage in Green er IO PAE Sets, er 
especially his girl friends. 

Bay, Wis. Her talk traced how hunting experiences Reading these letters I have 

throughout her father’s life shaped his views about out- _ laughed, cried and interrupted my 

door ethics and land ethics. An edited version of her husband over and over to read aloud 
one paragraph after another. Here was 

TBE my father using language such as 

“Gee,” “Golly” or “Ye Gods;” my 

father going to football games, playing 
golf, talking about girls, about exercise 
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and muscle building, about clothes will briefly review a little history. and what he could carry — Market 

and running out of funds. Aldo Leopold was imbued from hunters were the prime beneficiaries 

Well, this was a new view for me. It childhood with the lessons of fair play. of this unrestricted enterprise, gather- 

embarrassed me a little to read his | Hesawtherulesofsportsmanshipas ing literally boatloads and wagon 

thoughts as a young person and to _ the only reasonable behavior for a _ loads of game to supply shops and 

learn that he really was a very regular young outdoorsman and hunter. restaurants across the nation. 

guy. It does not diminish my sense of Dad's father, my grandfather Carl, The slaughter of migratory water- 

awe or my sense of love and respect — _ taught his four childrenina more than _ fowl] in the 1880s and 1890s was over- 

at the same time, it isa revelation and casual manner the ways of the natural = whelming. Populations declined dra- 

a delight. world. Carl’s love for the outdoors _ matically. By the turn of the century, 

To better understand how this and the hunt were a guiding force for | waterfowl numbers plummeted and 

young man matured, how his enjoy- _ his whole family. He was a positive, _ there was still no effective limit on the 

ment of the hunt led to his later pio- firm man with an adventurer’s pas- —_ amount of game one could take. 

neering efforts in wilderness protection _ sion, but he also had a naturalist’s Carl Leopold was among those who 

and an ethical approach to land use, I understanding of the outdoors. It was saw the trend and adjusted his hunt- 

easy for his children to pick up these _ing techniques accordingly. By the time 

characteristics. his boys began to hunt, they had a 

In the late 1800s, the Leopold fami- _—_ well-developed personal code of 

. ly of Burlington, Iowa lived ina house _ sportsmanship. 

ann atop a limestone bluff overlooking the Curt Meine, my father’s biograph- 

Se YN Mississippi River. Down the bluff and __ er, listed these techniques used by my 
aa | he railroad tracks the big ri dfather: an ses : across the railroad tracks the big river grandfat et ; 

4 we A was a migratory pathway for a quarter ¢To avoid losing a downed bird, he 

ae) ne | of the continent’s ducks and geese. The never loaded a gun until the sun 

oes : river bottomlands formed a year- had actually risen. 

= : J yy t g round wildlife wonderland for a grow- ¢He always used a double-barreled 

ie: us its z ing boy. gun so he could take a second shot 

Vinal : ae ang ee z In those days there were no restric- at a bird he had wounded with the 

Lan x Z tions on hunting methods: no seasons first. 

E : g 5 or bag limits, save those evolved ina ¢He pursued crippled birds until 

we a Pie EP |5 personal code of the individual sports- they were found or at least until a 
Le 3 lag 3 man — A hunter was limited only by reasonable search had been made. 

$6 his marksmanship, what he wanted ¢He never used automatic or pump 

7 ; ; eo : guns, believing their power was 
(above) Like father, like son. Carl Leopold imbued his children with a love of the outdoors and respect for A 
a sporting hunt. excessive and they tempted the 

(below) By contrast, the era of market hunting clearly showed why all game should not be fair game. hunter to shoot at game that was 
RRROS out of range. 

a SC S 5 ‘ He never hunted after the sun went 
RO = aye a : down. 
re ASS a! ae f , He set his own bag limit and 

RO ‘ as 4 stopped hunting certain species 

: at ( i i ei : altogether. 
MS an Y rg ee) RY ; Eventually, he gave up all spring 

i As at ks a er = s oe ' ; hunting of waterfowl and became an 

TFT TS a etn bY ; My outspoken critic of the legal sale of 

Samah Oa han TTT TS iat | ni { te game: : 

vor ry Sa * ee Li os CEN RES In addition, Carl often left his gun 

EMP RENE LS Daa ers 6 A of behind and took the family to the 
dt SL ey Be | - at Bae ; woods on outings and picnics, just to 
ee o TTP TRE Tn! oh rs ly observe the goings-on. Though he 

Z Piss ted cad 3 he hii” veh a aes FE : V4 lacked the scientist’s formal training, 

ne pels ad OE tet oS he was a very good naturalist; he had 
se a ele 1. =e he x a lifelong ability to read the woods. 

a ee ‘ a ee — In 1904, at the age of 16, my father 
at ae —— a ; 

ey be Plan = : BaP & was sent East to the Lawrenceville 

ici Lot oe = Academy in New Jersey. Beside his for- 
eal : yi sam 5 ~=mal studies, he followed his bent 
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Hunts and extensive nature walks from an early age fostered a lifetime habit of recording his field notes. Over time, what Aldo Leopold saw evolved into a life view 
of land, human behavior and responsibility toward natural resources. 

toward ornithology and natural histo- will be lacking to the good cause.” low spoken instructions to old Leo, and 

ry. He typically set aside an hour or In January, 1905 one can feel a sense I know that Papa has scored.” 

two each day and took off witha small _ of nostalgia as he wrote to his father: One feels an interesting kind of 

notebook and his grandmother’s opera “The old gun adds a real sense of com- “homesickness” as my father speaks to 

glasses, recording his observations in a panionship to my room when I am his younger brother: 

journal. studying, even when it is stowed away “Tonight, as I came back from a long 

In his letters home, he included out of sight in the drawer. Whenever I cross-country...I find Carolo’s account 

many of his field observations, handle the trusty weapon a score of of your big duck hunt, with all the 

thoughts and memories about life at olden memories come gently back, and details which bring one back to the old 

home along the Mississippi. These let- once more, I see waving reeds of the swamp itself, and make the mallards fly 

ters, three or four a week, became a marshes with a swift phalanx of water- again as they used to. I'd tell you that 

veritable phenology of the season — a fowl in the sky above. Or again the you who see the mallards yearly, and 

chronology of natural events. reeds are gaunt and dry and shaken by yearly breathe the spice of the marshes, 

Here are just a few examples. the wind, the first white mist of snow forget all about what it really is. Now 

March 21, 1904, as a 17-year-old: eddies down in silence, half veiling the that I have been away, I think of only 

“Tam very sorry that the ducks are low flying line of big gray mallards, the best things of the marshes, and for- 

being slaughtered as usual...when my which pass by with a measured swish get the shooting part. I might easily for- 

turn comes to have something to say of strong pinions and make for the other get my gun on a trip to Eagle now. 

and do against it and other related mat- side of the swamp. Soon there are two Only I remember the whistling phalanx 

ters, lam sure that nothing in my power sharp reports, a sound of wading with of wildfowl, inspiring with the poetry 
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pe |Vi ae Ae 5y6 A of motion, the sonorous quack of the so magnificent and so indescribable. 

Vel | + a fa ons greenhead, the dainty little teals, the One never forgets it all — So now, 

me. | ae a 4 rath wild thrill of the occasional goose. And although far away, not an autumn pass- 
pea | Ree oh lig wal ES ie then the beauty of the dawn in the fierce es but that I enjoy the old swamps just 

Er e4, ane - PX _ storm of late November. I can see the as if I were there.” 
Bese ace Ne 4 gray silent strip of woods, the gray rat- In his first spring at Yale, Aldo 

Lager : oN tling rushes, the cold pitiless blue of the achieved a balance of sorts between 

pao & : : windblown ponds. How phantomlike the out-of-doors and the indoors. Hard 

BEG een, Ss and ghostly the hurtling flocks swee, work and hard play, tramps and 

Bs odieee = a | by, dim dia the ge sky a dances managed ears 
Seca ~ = sta tie “= ao early morning — How merciless the The general flavor of my father’s 

e ee Ve 2 eee g biting wind, and the joy of just fighting letters home changed as he faced the 

ae ee ms . 2.) 2 tt, of just feeling that the great storm in challenge of Yale University classes. 
S es bee : its power can not keep you away. It is There were still tramps in the woods, 

ES eas oe a ea oS 5 a but there was a new spirit: 

Leopold's hunting experiences whetted a professional curiosity that he would develop as a forester and “My dear Mama: 
researcher. His game management theories spawned the field of wildlife ecology that forms the basis for I was putting Margery on the train 

CE ern cocay, up in New Haven when I happened to 

: f PES Neat See Pee ike meet Sue and Betty Barrow in the same 

: oA A t Qe car. Partly in order to see them and 

5 ; . NM Bo partly because the train was already 
Bea ; eS DS : a 2 started well out of the station, I rode 

pe eS ? eile a 4 sal down here to Bridgeport. I have an hour 
Sada \ : f f a to kill before I can get back, so I am 

Po ‘ be ; . writing you this note. I have been some- 

, ‘ r what too busy to write you recently, as 

: : L xa i you can probably imagine.” 

c es ee ; Another letter from 1908 gives still 
ue : Lg} ns ee es ie F<) p another image: 
= a y Tees Se alk eo e/ “As for the year in general, I have 

Fe a if . oe B35 << ‘Ly Wf 7 [? eh never done as much work, or learned as 
ay, fi SD artis “say ‘ =r iA > . much, or had a better time in my life.” 

, F ie lear bes Ge ase 3 \ F te eo ¥ ri it Years later Leopold wrote that 

ah ieee p Se us ee E if se a Fe ee] “there are two things that interest me: 

ae BP a : hg . e (pa) 4 ) the relation of people to each other, 

i itl eos as wv ) hare Wi ok Oe and the relation of people to land.” 
i es ge EN TO DA | } i Hi | oi 2 That, of course, accounted for just 

A , ee ve as a? | / i He ‘4 }; about everything; his interests were 
/ bes ps ee Wage > ee ae We es |. not narrow, and at Yale they were 
ae ee orm a / ig ; }e i P| i] paos > ag a = evolving both toward people and land. 
ue oa Wp AA ; e Gh a a “i Rit a ' hy Leopold was 18 years old when he 

Cae, Rey re wks BE w a We entered Yale University. He was chang- 
ss i 1& 4 2 ce i /} / @ ce tad s ing from amateur hunter and natural- 

: ee 2 C4 TV & ae ist to trained professional forester. 
a —  —_. a = “ep f- "27 — Socially a whole new sphere of people 

ag =  — y i atta She! and activities opened up to him. 
_ _ ee eas bite, S va 3 e » : E For the rest of his life, Leopold took 

a po ee i & ra fc é, Ae { any opportunity to put down on paper 
a ie Ss Ci fe his ideas on the ethics of sportsman- 
Bs as iy "di. een ship. These ideas anticipated his later 

os aes eee a Y aa) € z r \ in philosophical development, and 
es es Se ie 2 < < Sf dies q } oe addressed an issue long debated 

pig fs NCR ee ee Vd € a @ ce Ba i among conservationists: the seeming 

x ie aa oa y Ripe oe a eu 4 = we f re Nass E<iz inconsistency in being both hunter and 

Ne ae ee 
Sis ay Ea EEN RRS te eR ONIN ge oe me BS © 0 Leopold the title “sportsman” 

OES ee a ee es Aa fm was the ees honor a which a 
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\ z RANG es S So Sas 
Ware & : . see ae 
) SS Ss core OE 

y.. Fe : Sue 2a SENS Be 
rh { = a, SRS oe 
i | = 7s NS RO RS 

a ( LK (| gems hee ey 
re i ep = — BOS Sk . 

ch @ PS a Y = f cides ss RSs ERA 

a ae Ber Sy 
| a a A . \ 8 Sey iN \ 4 

2 : : Gia es 

Bob McCabe, Flick and Professor Leopold after a ek 7 
woodcock hunt, 1946. cS ai. \ 

a Ae ; 

hunter could aspire. Sportsmanship at SRS eS 
was personal — a matter of human a e iS ‘ i 

conscience. His theme evolved that a SS &) x ‘ AS _ ‘ 
“game conservation will never succeed - te >. 
merely through repressive laws. It must Ss SS AS 

A ee ERAS, . saat 
be founded on a respect for living ‘ i he, * = 

things.” This was consistent in his phi- : es tt < ‘ Dy 

losophy from childhood to maturity. ‘ Se ES — : 

Aldo’s hunting habits would bee ae : 
change during his lifetime, but his us x ee pac: pe a 

code of honor would not, except to al ta me ’ = pees 2 
. : $35 x! “as = 5 

expand and include broader interests LIS Sa es iS = 

than hunting. For example, in the 1930s - a - + 3 

after my father began restoring the KK . 

abused land on his sand county farm, oO 4 
he enjoyed hunting woodcock there agi 8 
each fall. In spring, however, it became : g 

a family project to study and census - 3 
the breeding woodcock on the farm. His professional interests grew from natural resource theorist to activist. Aldo Leopold served on the 
Th ani fall fath ion Wisconsin Conservation Commission setting resource policy and direction. Those policies continue to 

en in fall, my father wou unt evolve into concepts like biodiversity, sustainable forestry and wildlife management that looks as much at 
woodcock in Adams County, but not habitat and people as animals. 

on his own property. Soon thereafter 

he gave up hunting woodcock any- Herd reduction was accomplished, _ tency. It was a way to actively partici- 

where at any time! The sport of watch- —_ but unevenly throughout the state. pate in the drama of life in an ecologi- 

ing the courting birds in spring took —_ The resulting confusion and lawless- _cally-balanced and civil manner. 

precedent over the sport of the fall _ ness only ignited an already hostile What Leopold’s hunting attitudes, 

hunt. public. both as a young man and as a mature 
A serious and emotional hunting The deer controversy stimulated man, have to say to us in 1995 I am not 

issue for Aldo Leopold was triggered — Leopold’s growth asaconservation —_ quite sure. Certainly a need for rekin- 

by the deer irruption in northern Wis- philosopher. Maintaining a healthy _ dling true sportsmanship would be 

consin in the 1940s. Reports of deer deer herd depended on having healthy one admonition. Basing more of natur- 
starvation and range depletion caused range. His ideas about land health and al resource policy on ecological think- 

him to prescribe pretty harsh herd _ diversity evolved over many years, but _ ing, would be another. es. 

reductions. After much debate the the deer controversy brought it into 

Conservation Commission voted fora _ sharp focus. 

split deer season, one for bucks and To Aldo Leopold hunting was nei- 

one for antlerless deer. ther an abomination, nor an inconsis- 

December 1995 13



rey ™! Pe ae -e 

RY 

Cyt 
a ae 

rE 

Ae : Bes soe, 

ee 
FERED sR. , Se ae wate 

 .. Sp. pains ee ta 

hyy s - a x eS 
4 ic: a y ae ma v Px i 

NS MR tae aOR 
Oya y ey Pe 

gS, a ae 
oar ee 7° cee aa oe 

Te BP i IRE 8 ote 
si , a 3 ne 

ae eats x = —- Beene ti ia iB 
eT Pia ij "% Pater ae “iy 

% Fe kes < 
aes ] Ard ie S ; ‘ey, Waal rs f 

SR Ae ak 
| " estas ; ee (PY rg eee ak 

oS 4 Se eS en e J ; 
ss 2 oe ae 4 es t . _ ah eo 7 

pea " - 

SEP 4 ee a Po, cere 

ee winter S t ale FEE ee, * a Bet! lees. p 

ie oe 
| ' a eR | Fe cad, <) kt eae i 

AR pers a 2 a Bai. RR 

) ey f . 2 os tia ri x AA oF A i ~e ? Py nee 

Bo es ee SS 
| ‘ oF ae as ON ae E apd ee oa 

a ae A Bia Yc). Allen M. Young 
| i pe. Poot a SS ~ EX Pre OP? - 1 Part a 

ee ak — bat 
| > af 4 POE CORT tas Fig) % } . P ~ Bet 

ies A... Sarin aK, 
= 3 

i 
, & Fo vA ie . ° / at = Cae ed 

A ae as Se Come sere with, me and good man Richard Schmidt as we walk in | ? F Zam ia Pia, a \ 2 ty 4 we "ee 9 v 

At ean Rate Be near-dawn light across a frozen lake in the Wisconsin Northwoods. | Fe boss % XF : oe ag eg Fs > Pp Fi ses 

Ae 3 a a Se We are here, tucked away from well-traveled roads, to taste the | 
it ; ore TS = ‘ 2 VA Re NEN Ver Ae he iy - Me Sia ye 

a Ne as ayes Sok ae essence of the season.Winter here comes up crisp and silent at one | : eee Ka Ce Ss e& \ We ri es ; ot 

; bs mee es Be 
‘ i 

agit? eg a yt eee SS 

ee Meee, moment, blurred and blustery the next. It kindles mind and spirit to j STA HME ee A See eae SN ee ‘ rs Pa A sae I 

a CS ete ee respect the true tests of life: tenacity, resiliency, survival 
: fa Ss ie ‘ iy Mee 

Soar a ae ee ag ™, 2 é f , i 
ag tel ee Aen ae ie ee. AS ¥ ery PTE ta 

Leer eS Hee Se We walk steadily through the whiteness, moving forward toward a | 
SSE A eee ete YS : LE, ee rah re 

: Ne ee Ce ; : 4 A 

aS TE RB. - Bt 

eS ai — Re: es See we tree line at the horizon, a narrow ribbon of deep, uneven gray. | ee ea = om ¥ s x E 4 Sod ee ae gi 

ary AL A p. Ro aes te * 
se : ] 

Ce ar a ae” a x ‘Les rs — 

ee e: Shag aot. RR oe : e near the shore, the trees and a magnificent awakening daylight of 
Cae BSE. = eS a i cs ee er 

Oe ee oes Sy Seas ‘a muted hues. It is glorious to be here. i AO Bi itteay ee ay ste f ay. ye var ee 

oS ss oe Sake : : j _ ie oe Be pT fA. Np NS ie : 

i » & KS “a eee We have come to this place during a special in-between time when 
PA ys 2, & ‘ et cat dior Sage , : tee “ee 3a 

uh, eee EAT ey, j . 
4 

By ee CSS aes Ba ay TP. 7 >) Pe tbe © F la 

oe s Aes 4 en Raa CN quiet reigns supreme. Deer hunters have been gone for several weeks | 
n £ “aes ras ee ee Pe. ie ea EO GF on oe 2 

Sr ee tb Wa Soe. DX. ENR, Ce ay . f 
i 

os $ aT Pod ete! : rs - 

ee > | RY an and it’s a bit early for snowmobilers to be out in full force. Here and | 
are ce Spare aed = A "ge x lin cca ¥ - 

a “ee es 6 hie 
Sa j y oe Ee cae a” “gee pi 

a Ae 1 ele hes ~ there on the large lake we spot an ice fishing shanty, but it is silence i ee gh ee re. 4 ae a es 72 é 

5 a F eer \, Res es wk aS a and the lack of other people that crystallize in this frozen place. | me, fia) hae eR é = bes G es et ; 

ae : co Wey ae a tN The sun slowly lights this morning; first, a thin break in the pewter | » Ge Eg Ee a ~ Ke pen ao = Pa ; oe Po pr aee F 

aE wey RS aR: Clot agi ena brehioning ovmpe line of open sk iuei aoe sie 
or ee Pia eae Be GALE A 

2 eR ‘ae 58 ‘ . a. > a ‘4 ‘ trees. i gentle snowfall begins. My buddy and I blink away the flakes, | 
“oe Fae oo. - es cae SERS AG Se “ye: ges ee 

ay a page gs) Se searching for signs of the living. | 
Pp Mae ae cops WARS A a 2” eae - 

i ~ ae Wee) : | 
= thee 2 a CC Ee Gee Piaf 

ONT é A “ ah ae We approach the 1 f ne | 
. es al . ej : or ae Fs nea s 

Soa Het =n on PP. e line of trees at water’s edge. Felled birches hug | See Z (5 gers ct wy Pe = ~ ee 

gta : ee i) 2 x : 3 
aie 3 SR ae Pag ee (a. eee ope 

SNES oy fae oe Sw " i the shoreline. They look like piles of matchsticks, handiwork of h e & a ee Pon Pe See - pare % Sen ee CP ahaa 

eee me : eo wae a ke beavers who lived on this lake last summer. i Peto, ee i. ge a! ao A an eee Oe vas Se cee Tore aw a Ol i 

XS Pata. .) Ee to i i ‘ i  paekte™ ae eee fe ge SB hae OTD OO ee eas X & 

8 » \. sR - ws We Oy this place well in warmer weather. It is very different Be oie Pas oF oe oo pe = ; ee ae ge ge Fi eeas aoe ee Sa SeRaE 2 

Se ee oe : Ye GY now, with roughly sculpted ice two feet thick beneath our feet. A eae sg ay ( tS Pree Wee d a eg a 4 Ra ae 

roe ea co Se 
ee REY Se i ae ign ~ ee ey we Lk aad SE Sn ae) te 

; bate, a a one Sek 3 A ee blanket of crunchy snow covers the ice, but in patches where the i ate “Se y a e ahs = 3} y #, (be) es yee Ss a as = “awe 

ete Si 3 Rete A ae 
iit. GN. SSE owe Ne aces eS Bee SE Se Z —* ee Py SEG ee ait ni “ 

aa ia ee ws xs e a snow has been blown away smudges of green and brown peek a rh a Sasa Bee aoa cel = re <a — oe Or ce ag ee Siok ae Seas or 

rcs ESS oo Sota ee oe through. We know this frozen oasis is drumming with life beneath the J . Se ¥ Y a8 +2 VOSA (oat ae oo = y 3 Pisa aN Ws “f cee poe al pe a en 

Taba ~ ny ne 2 +e 2 
| Pye? a SS NT ee a ae aie _ gee Ae ZG er 3 Ley ee OF a9 mee Se g 

case ae o Sy eae ice cover. The beavers shared this lake with a pair of loons, an occa- : BN a ‘ wi _~ es es sm > tbe c a : ae ae Bee ae a ——< te ot = 

ic = . i : : : G Rahs 97 i. Se er Pie hp fe BE ik ein AOD ag III) SS OOP ae a = 

es > ‘e {NS sional blue heron, and a multitude of fishes, frogs and dragonflies. Lea ae vay a ee SS ae he” # Oa mae ‘CE ane eer Mie Zen Ad 

ube Siena, Se, Wass Sh i ee ie ae nn, Th : oe te See RAR eI a >, oa 

ee a oe ‘S ee Near the bank we take shelter from the wind and turn our backs to es Eee al ‘ Re Pim oe eee: ip i Lhe aa =. ce aA re Se Sa aS a 

oO a Ri : the shore. Even through the ice and snow we can spot the place where | : ee eam Re Ea an Pt 2 ape ea em Cee 

> eal : ot a oa 5 ; 
| UNE SE Se SAS teats Rk a ES ES Scag : 

> ant S =<. ea cs we stopped in the boat only a handful of months ago. There, the loons - eg mae (3 at £1 Py Ps oo Ne ae am ~ ee fee Pier ALES Peres 

cr Ne watched over their chick in the cool water. A huge dead tree was a g area 2 S é fe ae ee ad or sf ea ic a ep ca ei on S 

eae S * \ : , 
Gres See anf eae ~ ied, a one Se 3a Was oa 

SS ‘ <a favorite haunt of an eagle. Frantically scurrying whirligig beetles : eee Se eo " Pec aa CA ae ee, y = Se cers ; ae ea oho > ; 

ea eee 
ee aes ae ‘ ==> be Se Sa See ee Re ce ee, SS ee, eo . 

=~ rea ee ee 
Ree RO eae Lg Se, Si popes ENE, Re 2-4 3 

, Teo ea) . 
(Smee 2s Ze bas BNE ee a 8 4 A 4 ee Sar ae a 

Ss Pe os a om ee ee ar Are > 8 TOS a he RNS ec Ns eT rk i ee om 

' mast we nae Say Jor ys > ae mw i i 3 eae ae J NE aetie Pb Boi Beaty oy / rate SST ee : mM e ee Se 3 am Kate aS <> ae ae a’ 

e 2 . Pe Gone Oe a is m3 rey Fy A s eee bs as Pete “ia Yat ah a, 1? a7. oe Ro Mi <3 2 Peps ee a a pe oaks pee sa "eee a : fg fuss % 

MOP, Fee ee ae ENS PSP aes / Oe Rae aks Se Pag ain be 

ea hae RD oo se, Se Sa a eS ek > AA aS he Pe ak cae AN a foe Ge. ee JP ae PS Ee So te a ee ] fe ae tk Oe 

eh ce Lm a: ee eee EA bd ih nso SEO ee, a eee CS ae ae Re See age <a 

aye Se aae P| eae fe aye Yr bf 

14 Wisconsin Natural Resources 

5 SS a aly : c FG i ae ane a ae ae 
=~ > Degg gos ia il



A COLD WALK 

zipped wildly on the water surface, Surely last summer we boated past — you can almost hear the noises of life 

interrupting the otherwise glass-like this very spot many times and never _ yet to be now muffled by ice and cold. 
smoothness of the lake. noticed the wasps, hidden from our It’s good to walk with a friend 

Near here a pontoon boat ride at view by the birches and aspens lining _ through the cold, back to the house 

dusk brought us face-to-face with the lakeshore. Next summer, the and the warmth of a well-stoked fire. 

countless rust-red dragonflies. We shut queens that survive this killing cold We do not have to converse to appreci- 

down the boat's motor and drifted, lis- will begin the papermaking cycle all _ate the experience. Breathing the crisp 

tening to the loud clicking of hundreds _ over again — stripping away slivers of _ fresh air brings a refreshing optimism 
of pairs of dragonfly jaws feeding on — worn wood, mixing it with body juices about nature’s capacity to survive, in 

mosquitoes and gnats. No matter the _and crafting a well-engineered nest for one form or another. The frigid winds 
time of day or night, there were always _ future broods. hold an inner warmth and heightened 

hundreds of tiny insects dancing just The numbing cold gets to us; we _ awareness that we too are woven into 
above the lake’s surface and alongits start to head back. On this sub-zero _ the rugged tapestry of land, sky and 

border: good fodder for dragonflies morning, we marvel at the strength of water. oO 

and bats, too. gnats, water striders and wasps that 

How different things are today! The can endure these brutal conditions. Allen M. Young is Curator of Zoology at 

flakes fall straight down in a slow Nature can outwit the elements; it takes the Milwaukee Public Museum. 

sprinkle of diamond sparkle, coating _ people to break the fragile connections 

everything, everywhere we turn. A among lake creatures and the intercon- 

heavier snowfall days earlier draped _ nections of lake to shore. 
the bare branches and evergreens. The silence compels us not to 

Now, sparrows and nuthatches flit talk, but to listen and observe. us . 

silently about among the pines, stir- _ In this special brand ows a : “y Ra 

ring up puffs of snow in search of ten- _ of quietness sy "ak 
der buds. bee , . Sw pa 

row RS Fi al te ~ 

«DJS ae it awe ame oe il oe aovtiial " . as 
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Only in winter do we examine a bald-faced i 8 
hornet’s nest and admire its form. * os 

Soon we spot a grapefruit-size gray- Sak Sats. 
ish sphere hanging in an aspen tree: an ae ee 

abandoned paper wasp nest. It is sus- .y ad P = ae4 

pended from a branch slung low over ' = i» . 
the lake’s edge. The nest’s occupants gue - 
have long since succumbed to . , we 

killing frosts, but not before pro- — 
ducing a handful of new 

; , 
queen wasps that quickly | #- 

mated, left the nest and 

now hide in protective x 

crevices waiting out win- i 

ter. Only this time of year 
can one be pleased to eg 

< wes find a wasp nest. 5 
( % 
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All places are not created equal. Meet the local organizations that give 
i ely 4 a 

Wisconsin's special landscapes the attention they need. 
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Placing land in trusts has always been a good way to preserve individual property. Now the concept is expanding to sustain the natural, historic, recreational and 
cultural values that define “community”. 

Steve Seyfert and WNR magazine staff 

hile federal and Local land trusts — conservation are a relatively new phenomenon in 

state legislators organizations that work with individ- | Wisconsin. The Ice Age Park and Trail 

debate the reau- ual property owners and communities Foundation, established in 1958, is the 

thorization of the Endangered Species _ to protect habitat and enhance local __ oldest and largest of the state’s preser- 

Act and introduce property rights leg- resources — have become small but vation organizations. The Land Trust 

islation, the land preservation move- effective leaders in the drive for land Alliance, a national organization, esti- 

ment in the United States quietly preservation. Since 1992, the number mates that there are 28 local land 

moves forward. Across the country, _ of land trusts in the United Stateshas _ preservation groups in the state. To 

concerned citizens have joined togeth- increased by 22 percent, to almost date, these groups have preserved over 

er to preserve wildlife habitat, wet- 1,100. Combined, these organizations 10,500 acres of Wisconsin’s special 

lands, scenic areas, historic sites, and have protected over four million acres. places and spaces. 

farmland. Private land preservation groups 

December 1995 17



LAND TRUSTS 

NE j WET <5 and a trust sets permanent limits on 

ON a SS i ‘ Ds » how land can be used to protect its 

x Seth he a i Pare Ne conservation values. The landowner 

SR = eae ea , ON re continues to own the property and can 

es WATE SU bs, Ana . 3 ae it, sell it or pass it on to heirs, but CS ae S a | . ! y use it, sell it or pass it on to heirs, bu 

ae ae yi C RARE ES Whee OSS. eee future owners are bound by the terms 

we j Ror . i eke deal t es of the easement, which the land trust 

Xe ome 2 ~~ | eS & ~ - oversees. The Door County Land 
S aN oy . 4 we " Res eS Trustees preserved over 300 acres in 

oe i me Ny ue . F $6 ane Door County using conservation ease- 
pie: ve MG (We a é : ef ments, and has targeted another 1,000 

= re mm \ im Sai eg a oY — . j & *. acres for future protection. In north- 

. \ W i 2 yy = ad wpe 54 ‘ western Wisconsin, the Wisconsin 

“ nN 8 ace vy “ ; am Farmland Conservancy holds easements 

a i A NY a, X , . on more than 900 acres of farmland, 

5 | Gc™ r oa \ . aw si and is working with rural communi- 

Oe Ny ®. io : 4 * J . th ~ . ties and landowners to protect Wiscon- 

as * | ye. ee ie oO & . sin’s rural areas. 
oe \ \ } - = . Ss i I ‘ s Land donation — It’s only natural 

— ac | Y < fg = s \ ; that the special qualities that draw 

. Ik ce | em f Ped - 9 ‘ es people to certain property create a 

>a anys: j Be b x ; by . cor ae e desire to preserve the land. Donations 

P | an . @ a Pe ae iS @ can take several forms — outright ): f rei ee Sat RD Lae ; 3 i i A aa) . de eS ee : «= donations, a reserved life estate that 

ek Sal STR as a et Scie ee a SS g donates the property after your death 
BES OSTEO Es SEER ae SP RN ae = or after your family’s lifetime, dona- 

ee eee ee fone ty vail donations that copie) 
income during your lifetime, and other 

flexible options. 

How local land trusts work through workshops, talks and nature Land tena — Sometimes 

hikes. people leave land trusts commodities 

Land trusts are nonprofit, tax- “Not every land trust identifies con- | or commercial property to be sold at a 

exempt organizations dedicated to pre- _ servation as its primary objective, but _ later date with the understanding that 

serving land for a variety of purposes. _ that is clearly the focus of most Wis- _ proceeds will be used to acquire prop- 

Generally, land trust members are local __consin land trusts,” says Brian Hotz, _ erty meeting the goals of the land trust. 

residents willing to volunteer time and program director for Gathering Waters, On Lake Superior’s Madeline Island, 

funds to protect a part of the landscape _Inc., a new service center for Wiscon- _ the Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve 

they’ve come to know and love. sin land trusts. has acquired over 2,220 acres for pub- 

Some trusts protect land in a specif- “The land trust isa tool forcommu- _lic use. 

ic geographic region, like the Geneva _ nities to preserve their rural character. Deed restrictions — These agree- 

Lake Conservancy in Walworth County, __ It provides another avenue for the com- —_ ments by property owners in an area 

which concentrates its protection munity to influence how it will grow _ preserve the characteristics of several 

efforts almost solely within the water- _ and look into the future.” Hotz noted adjoining properties; for instance, 

shed of Geneva Lake. In contrast, the _ trusts are being used nationwide to pre- _ shorelines, forest tracts or prairies can 

Ice Age Park and Trail Foundation works serve green space, scenic views and _ be preserved intact in this way. The 

throughout much of the state todevel- | maintain open spaces. In inner cities Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation has 
op and maintain the Ice Age National — community land trusts are setting aside __ purchased or placed deed restrictions 

Scenic Trail. Still other organizations space for community gardens, parks, _ on 640 acres in the watersheds of Big 
have been established to protect a par- _ saving historic districts and providing _and Little Cedar lakes in Washington 

ticular resource: The Prairie Enthusiasts affordable housing in deteriorating County, long recognized for their pro- 

work to preserve and manage remnant _ neighborhoods. “It alldepends onthe — ductive largemouth bass and northern 

prairies throughout southern Wiscon- _ needs of the individualand the com- _ pike fisheries. 

sin and the upper Midwest. Andsome — munity,” Hotz said. Trusts also can accept donations of 

groups, like the Cable Natural History Land trusts use several techniques _ land and easements, allowing property 

Museum and Riveredge Nature Center, _ to preserve property, including: owners to claim federal and state tax 

focus less on land acquisition and more Conservation easements — This _ benefits for contributions to non-profit 

on teaching an appreciation forland _ legal agreement betweena landowner _ organizations. This strategy allows 
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land trusts to operate without having : 
to expend large sums for land acquisi- ‘ Land tThust conference 
tion, or incur property and income % 

taxes. ant to learn more about land trusts? Plan to 

Funding for local land preservation WW i= all or just part of a training session on 

comes from a variety of sources, how to organize, fine-tune or attract new inter- 

including membership dues, individ- est in land trusts. The three-day session will be held January 19-21, 

ual donations, corporate donations, 1996 at the Westwood Conference Center, 1800 W. Bridge Street in 

government grants, endowments, mer- Wausau. Day one will provide workshops on how to start a land 

chandise sales, and foundation grants. trust and the nuts and bolts of running a nonprofit conservation 

Some organizations, such as the Sand organization. On the 20th, you get a full day of “how-to” skills — 

County Foundation, receive funds from how to draft and close deals, various types of land transactions, | 
the leasing of its property for farming working with landowners to tailor a plan to their needs, understand- he oe 
and logging. Wisconsin’s statewide ing tax laws and tools of the land trust trade. Day three will highlight SS 
Stewardship Program, administered fundraising techniques for getting grants and sponsors. For details 

by the Wisconsin Department of Nat- and registration materials, contact Brian Hotz at Gathering Waters, 

ural Resources, provides funds to land Inc., 633 W. Main Street, Madison, WI 53703, 608-251-9131. 

trusts and other nonprofit organiza- 

tions for parks, habitat protection and SSN ACR SS ere 
restoration, recreational trails and 2 _ A : 

truss oe alaveilable under oe 
: : me ve 

DNR’s Lake Protection Grant Program. ~“ _. oe aS OR ee . 

Some local governments have cre- “ se x ba - Se luis 

ated nonprofit corporations to assist Se ae . Pe cia SR ea Ss 
in preserving their open space and cea . bee ee Sc ET RY 
environmental features. As part ofits = is Se IE ee es 
open space planning effort, the Village we So So e een es tote hin = 

of Chenequa in northwestern Wauke- ek ae Bo eg ee —c EEE —, 
sha County established a nonprofit er SS os te nl on es 
village foundation to aid landowners Se ae Ve SS ee 
in qualifying for tax breaks for dona- Ss eee ees 
tions of property or conservation ease- ‘ Co ~ MC ec _ 

ae errs 
“A land trust can help communities : : Cr ee 

property maintenance while ensuring ae CeO oC Ss 

that the public benefits remain,” Hotz SO as 

Launching new trusts ; mG ' « 
Land trusts can help communities ; s A & ; ~ 

and individuals maintain control when . as a ‘ 
preserving the conservation values of _ 

private parcels. The concept has gar- © S ENN . 

nered bipartisan support in the Legis- 2 LN . ‘ Se ek 
lature as a way to permanently protect a V S . Ss 
the beauty and natural features of land = RR. . 
and waters without building big = ‘ 

bureaucracies. 5 SS 

“The great strength of land trusts is 8 “ : . 

that they are entirely voluntary,” says 4 : “ 
Hotz.” Most trusts start with people = : : 3 

who are interested in protecting their e - sa S cs . 

land and their neighborhoods. There is z . 

tremendous community prideincer- @ =
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LAND TRUSTS 

tain places or a certain look that they " \ aS $ 7 7 "SE oe ACY is 

want to preserve. Sometimes a com- > We ‘¢ <2 Ss Sa 

munity doesn’t realize how much the é SA: ir % Sat \s ey 

look and flavor of their area means to ras Rae “Sa” . ’ 

them until it is ‘threatened’ by devel- 8 . SS . 
opment. ® ee ke, ABS 

“The trust is a tool for people who ve Setie. Rt : 

have a vision of land uses they want to 5 ro 

maintain,” Hotz said. “That vision may . 

be preserving farmland, or a stream, ges — -_ “ = : 

oraneighborhood. Land trustshave /& , ; = 
many tools to work with property 3 : cy ete, OS 

owners, meet their needs and dedicate 7 Ps ; = — SS = nao 

property for some long-term purpose.” as = Pe ¢ we oo wh. =e 
Gathering Waters, Inc. was estab- PS bi a Fe F ‘ er ke ae mak 

lished by eight land trusts in Wiscon- ree peer oer . — So 2 = 

sin to help other individuals and com- ee ~~ » . 2 . 

munities set up and run land trusts Se : ei Se . 

here. ; xo 

The center provides a wide range of rca BS ; 

“how-to” information — how to incor- poe “ ert , 

porate organizations so they qualify e F ee . = “i : 

for federal tax-exempt status, how to 3 Ram , 3 ~Y 
organize the group, how to perform $ 7 Ss x = 

real estate transactions, how to assess 2 re ot x Zs ee » ee 

a parcel’s value and plan to protect it, z - ae ae Se es . s 

and how to hire professional consul- 5 ae ce , x Z 5.x ie: poe ee ‘ 

tants when you are getting in over 5 (ieee te i YR A is oe 

your head. 2 ee SN oo ; 

People can find useful references, 3 (tegesaigeoaeammMMINRGR 6 re ar cares ee a 

computer programs and contacts in 8 Eee nae stake ua att none SAGE Geneeskd ; 

the center’s library. (left) Weeping Cliff is one of the scenic gems preserved by The Kinnickinnic River Land Trust. 

Gathering Waters acts as a clearing- —_ (eft inset) Florence and Clarke Chambers teamed up with the Kinnickinnic group to maintain their oak 
house to put fledgling NCOs (nonprof- _ savanna. 
it conservation organizations) in touch (above) A Blufflands Alliance of land trusts in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois and lowa works with private 

A z landowners and communities along the upper Mississippi River to sustain farmland, protect erodible 
with other state and regional groups slopes and maintain scenic vistas while respecting private ownership. 
that show the newcomers by example 

se how to buy and manage parcels. The land trust, and aided the Baraboo _ for example. Prairies require intensive 

2 organization plans to sponsor stateand Range Preservation Association in | management, which may involve the 

3 regional training sessions on conserva- _ securing easements on 300 acresalong _— burning of large areas to maintain 

a tion practices, legal requirements and the Baraboo River. grasses and forbs. Some land trusts 

z practical tips for new property man- Protecting the places that make Wis- _ may not have the staff, funds, or tech- 

z agers. consin special isn’t always easy. Like _ nical expertise to handle properties 

g The center also serves as a legal land many other nonprofit groups, land _ that need special attention. 

< trust that can acquire properties trusts must find ways to stretch limit- Despite the obstacles, land trusts 

= through purchases, donations or other _ ed funds and get the most out of small, _ continue to offer innovative strategies 

f techniques before turning them over often volunteer staffs. Nor are their for preservation, and provide local res- 

z to nonprofit groups or public agencies actions always perceived as good: _idents with a sense of ownership and a 

3 for long-term management. Local officials may be reluctant tosup- _ chance at building a bond with a piece 
2 : 
3 Since it was set up in March 1995, _ port land trust conservation initiatives, _ of land. It’s likely land trusts will play 

8 Gathering Waters has already helped and some trusts have encountered —_ an important and growing role in the 

5 the Bayfield Regional Conservancy __ public opposition to particular pro- __ state's future land conservation efforts. 

B incorporate, worked with the Kinnick- _ jects. Arranging for future manage- Oo 

z innic River Land Trust to set upacon- —_ ment of trust property is an issue Some | t2JFAANANANANANANAA 

3 servation easement program to pre- _land trusts are not yet prepared to tack- Steve Seyfert is a land use planner for 

¢ serve several hilltop prairies, provided le, says Janet Beach Hanson, DNR non- Boos Ree consulting firm in 

a seed money to start a Fox/Wolf River _ profit program manager. Take prairies, pare 
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George Rogers 

Editor’s note: Spotlight is our occasional purchase much property and the pre- iii > 

feature on the events, people and concepts __ vailing power brokers in northern Wis- ON ee \ 

that have shaped our conservation history. consin were lumber barons who were a ie ¥ 

not about to limit their cutting options. Ne : a , 

magine a 760-square-mile state At least one newspaper, the Madi- ) a a 

park in northern Wisconsin, an son Democrat, was enthusiastic. The A al 

uninterrupted expanse of living, | paper described the designated State a P 

breathing biodiversity — pines _ Park as “one of the wildest and most ae << 

and deciduous forest; old- beautiful spots in the lake region. The ‘ “a 
growth and young saplings broken __ whole tract is studded with scores of . S 3 

only by sparkling lakes and streams. charming lakes which constitute ‘ . 

It’s not your imagination. Wiscon- _ the source of streams running." . . ‘ / 

sin had such a park, and lost it.The toward every point in the ~\ < . 

park was created by the Legislaturein _ compass...The park has never - . \ 

1878 and covered most of whatisnow __ been thoroughly explored and —— CO le CS ao 

Vilas County as wellaseasternIron _ few settlers have undertaken to ’ >... Ce er 

County. But in less than 20 years it was make a permanent residence, but ———e 
gone. it abounds with fish and game, and ees 

The State Park (so-called because it _if preserved in its natural perfection STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN ARCHIVES 

was the first proposed park) was creat- _ will be one of the finest bequests the 

ed through passage of a billintroduced _ present could possibly hand down to a itt 

“without warning or explanation” by coming generations. It needs no ee Bakeulias agland Meio ol 2 

Assemblyman William Baker of Mon- _ improvements over what nature has (fghh Viroin timber of the types that were 

roe, wrote Vernon Carstensen in done for it.” common in the State Park block. 

“Farms or Forests: Evolution of a State The endorsement didn’t garner 

Land Policy for Northern Wisconsin.” much support. In fact, when the state- Milo M. Quaife, in “Wisconsin, Its His- 

The bill and the state law that fol- | owned land within the park bound- _ tory and Its People,” written in 1924. 

lowed had a gaping flaw: The state —_ aries was sold 19 years later, in 1897, An estimator for the state Commis- 

only owned scattered parcels totalling | few additional acres had been pur- _ sioners of Public Lands may have been 

50,631 acres within the park bound- _ chased. The state’s 58,000 acres within _— factual or putting the best face on 

aries, about 10 percent of the total _ the State Park sold for an average of $8 things when he stated in 1898 that the 

acreage. Those responsible foradmin- _—_ an acre; peanuts today, but perhapsa _ state was lucky to have sold the park 

istering the state-owned property significant amount to the 19th-century —_ property because “the fires of last year 

inside the boundaries were dubious _ legislators who authorized the sale. did great damage to the pine.” 

from the start that they could fill-in The land was put up for sale in Truly, the deck was stacked against 

such substantial gaps since the tax- 1897, “for the most part sold to lumber the proposal. Attitudes toward nature 

paying populace lived indownstate companies. Shortly thereafter big tim- | were different in the 19th century. 

areas, state tax rolls were too thinto —_ ber played out in Wisconsin,” noted _ Trees were often seen as an obstacle to 
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THE LOST STATE PARK 
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The region set aside for the State Park was huge 1 on VE # be a Se “peas 
— 760 square miles of prime Northwoods timber ate Ii i! RY pois me F AY | aS Ne Nee 
and lake country. Today the shorelines on i Peet i oi Ror ae pe eA SA pe | ye cae 
hundreds of lakes in the area are prime choices DE GRRE PROT I ee \\\ ge Gissogi ancl 
for homes and one of the nation’s favored 5 ht a ap “ " a \4 aa i oe ME 
destinations for retirement and year-round a] BG i 4 Eo 2 RE VAN ‘ ie ge at 
recreation. Large tracts of public land here are still ea Pe Ng a ake oN rnd FS AF ee 
managed as state and county forests. The A AY Es 4 Be = So eS ASP ME ‘6 eg * eae Pate se 
concept failed when it became obvious that the ae eS of ow “Ss os SOND EEL ap * Roar ef 
state would not have the financial resources or og Bt if | me LS eS wat ae re oer Baie oat yh De ei 
commitment to purchase much land within the eee Pian ee yi Pe ge hee We , ee: oe as envisioned property boundaries. The state’s : ey ah ne Ae Waar et BS aT Fee ee a haere 
58,000-acre holdings were auctioned off in 1897 = ee VEX it i as i Af [PEE SOe eS 
for about $8 an acre. ag & be bie ak bi Fala tee Seo wheae eee <A e ear a 

= S : en ee SAAS enti e TS nay Soe So 
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THE LOST STATE PARK 

farming, something to be removed so ISR Ri . : ‘ SEK 

the land could be plowed and grazed. Po 4 . ‘i 

The pioneering homesteaders had no i . a : ‘ . 
way of knowing what time would | mmm : yo 
teach, that soil and climate would — ~“ , 

never produce agricultural bounty in oT SO be ‘ ‘ 
northern Wisconsin to equal the pro- . ~~ Se Dea 3; ne os 

ductivity of southern Wisconsin’s COS Ss Y 
prairie farms. Rn . ry 

Moreover, the park lands might ~ x ~ SO Cy q I : . 

well have been logged eveniftheland =f SP Boz a 

had stayed in state ownership. Some ro ~~ CO ws S Poa ‘ 

of Wisconsin’s early lumbermen were ~~ . . ~ OS oO 

famous for ignoring property lines. As © h , : g 
early as 1876 the commissioner ofthe . 9 : | a a 2 
General Land Office recommended the NS AO SS a = 

immediate sale of government timber. | -  Qe2aespe ON spi a i if nO 5 

lands on the grounds that private own- The region still sports a marvelous mix of soaring resources including osprey and some stands of big 
ers were in a better position todefend _ pine. 
their property against theft than was 

the state. Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Sylvania * Ro ee oe bi att a Ms 
Also in that era and sparsely-popu- _—_ escaped development because it was a atl ei oe 8 ae 7 

lated area, it’s unrealistic to believe the privately owned hunting and fishing —_ Ragypteserceene Moe gap <0") ata 
forest would have remained unaltered club before the U.S. Forest Service eS ce ; eet eae c 

even if the state had owned the whole _ acquired it in the late 1960s. It has PEGE eaeeccce 3 ae te he 
760 square miles. Fire, wind, disease more than 30 lakes and ponds with jeg gmememesaey" Va ae eae 
and natural succession all bring unspoiled shorelines. & a “fe pre es - 

change to woodlands. Though the forest in the State Park ae ee Bes ds f ies 4 
One might wonder what induced _ was old-growth, it wasn’t all 400-year- jeanne MP G08) 4 \ a pa 

the 1878 Legislature to establish this old white pine. Northern Wisconsin’s poe Et LE Wed cS i ims SY 
vast park before the age of the auto- _forest also consisted of red and jack jeunes Pee Boe ed 
mobile, when it was hard to get to pine, spruce, balsam, white cedar, aaa ha | lee oe , ee es ne 

northern Wisconsin even by train. tamarack and hardwoods. It wasa 4 eae 4 as pee 
Quaife wrote: “Whether the real mixture of upland and swamps, big < om | ‘ Coes . 

motive was a love of parks and scenic trees and small ones. Traveler J.G. Nor- ee = a Pee a caer A 

values or whether it was to hold back + wood wrote in 1847 that the hills gueeeseentiy ma togiersed Selsey: 2 
the sale of heavily timbered lands, around Trout Lake had “a sparse Be ae oe Me set a BS): 

which were going pretty fast and —_ growth of small pines and birch.” ce a ational ee oo S 
cheap at that time, is not precisely Had the State Park survived intact  § —— 
known, but the fact is clear that these as Sylvania has, our northern Wiscon- ——— S 

lands were set aside under the name — sin communities might have devel- 

of a state park ina region abounding — oped in different areas. Places suchas _ it’s hard to imagine what we might 

in lakes and streams, and one that Arbor Vitae, Boulder Junction, Mani- have seen. An even more remarkable 

could well make a splendid park area.” towish Waters, Sayner and Winchester _ forest might have come down to our 

Just think of the lakes bordered by might have developed around the own generation in public ownership 

massive trees, with eagles and ospreys _ fringes of the State Park, catering to | and management. Clearly our more 

hovering over their clear waters.Some the needs of people coming to see the _ than 50 state parks, state forests, state 

of the lakes within the boundaries of | wonders of unspoiled nature. trails, county forests and parks pre- 

the park would have included Fence, Though the Northwoods has seen _ serve a lot of natural grandeur within 

Trout, Big and Little Arbor Vitae, Big more than its share of development, their boundaries, but it’s fair to say 

and Little St. Germain, Plum, Star, _ the region still holds large tracts of | none quite match the scale of the mag- 

Presque Isle, Crawling Stone and __ publicly-owned land within the origi- _nificent might-have-been State Park of 

dozens, no hundreds, more. nal State Park boundaries. The North- northern Wisconsin. im 

Much of the woodland must have ern Highlands and American Legion © = ____________ 

been spectacular. Perhaps it looked a _ State Forests both lie within the origi- George Rogers writes an outdoor column 

lot like Sylvania, the 30-square-mile _ nal project. The trees we see today are ee ee BOLLE [Ounia Anat avers 

tract just north of the Wisconsin linein  second-growth. Though impressive, Bw 
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AIR QUALITY FISHING LIGHTHOUSES SNOW 
“Adjusting to RFG.” Robert Manwell “The lure of fish decoys.” “Light on your feet.” See also WEATHER 

and David L. Sperling. Raymond Hamel. Wisconsin Traveler. April p. 31 “Dendrites, graupel & plates.” 
June p. 17-21 February p. 9-11 Anita Carpenter. 

Vital Signs ee Bradley R. Pekoc. MAPISUCAR Bebuaey p 229 
December p. 16 June p. Ere ceeeniae cediean” Fony Expres OGRE FORESTRY Rud jannaah, Wisconsin Traveler, December p. 31 

“Rainbows in rock.” Don Blegen. “Woodland partners.” February p. 4-8 STATE PARKS 
December p. 4-8 ne L. eae MINING See also HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

ALGIFIC TALUS Rectan z “Excavation reclamation.” “Log cabins of the Kettle Moraine.” Seeing the forests and the trees. : r Ron Kurowski. “Nature's refrigerators.” Tass eaaenies! Erika Kluetmeier. : : 
Thomas A. Meyer. Apel 9. 25-28 August p. 4-9 Spa 
August p. 17-22 pone Z eee “The might-have-been state park.” 

Homegrown, jomemade lumber. George Rogers. 

ARROWHEADS Dick Schneider. NATIVE AMERICANS December p. 24-27 
“A pointed search.” Kurt Sroka. June p. 9-11 “A pointed search.” Kurt Sroka. 
October p. 17-21 “Sustainable forestry.” October p. 17-21 
Sie Maureen Mecozzi. TROUT 

ART FAIRS October poster p. 16 NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION “A new route for trout.” 
eee See special section — “Down to the Mare Hershfield and 

Wisconsin Traveler. shoreline.” James Morrissey. GEOLOGY : ' Lisa Gaumnitz. peo “Rainbows in rock.” Don Blegen Mount Aueusty 2028 
[SENOS Ee ‘turning toward the water.” p. 2-7 BIRDS eee oe URBAN FORESTRY 

“Saw what owl?” Anita Carpenter, pO ne eee Douute: pb) “Growing native.” Donna Thomas. : i HISTORIC PRESERVATION “Citizens of their watersheds.” p. 10-12 a : April p. 2, 29 Fs ; bane ‘ October p. 12-15 i s Log cabins of the Kettle Moraine. “An opening for cleaner water.” Power struggle.” John J. Mutter, Jr. R : 
‘August p. 2,29 ‘on Kurowski. p. 13-15 em 

“Dinner for two.” Robert J. Zimmer. PEaLP: 216) piaein aler ee ee eran 
August p. 10-12 HORTICULTURE ous aa ay is A sherwood. 

“Hideaway Homes.” Anita Carpenter. “4 ploomin’ delight” OwLs aL ny tie ere 
October p. 2, 29 Wisconsin Traveler. “Saw what owl?” Anita Carpenter. een ae ik ; Wisconsin Traveler. October p. 31 ‘A life of ups and downs. February p. 31 April p. 2, 29 PORE alls Carpenter ‘A winter’s tale.” Allen M. Young 

HUNTING December p. 14-16 December p. 2, 29 E See also RABBITS PHENOLOGY ‘ike 
BLUEBERRIES “Rabbit hunting revival.” Kevin Naze. “A time for every purpose under i ; 
“Blueberries.” Sarah Ainsworth Powley. February p. 20-23 heaven.” Gregory K. Scott. Walleye: a game of chance. 

June p. 22-23 “A future for a proud heritage.” April p. 18-24 peo Ht and Tim Simonson. 
: : pril p. 

BROWN CREEPERS pee ne PHOTO CONTEST 
“A life of ups and downs.” eer ie ae “Shack shots and matters of state.” ee i 

Anita Carpenter. . 4 David L. Sperling. Dendrites, graupel & plates. 
Nina Leopold Bradley hae ee 

December p. 2, 29 b August p. 13-16 Ba AEPER STS December p. 9-13 pecieey 209 
PRAIRIE DOGS 

CONSERVATION RESERVE KESTRELS “Wisconsin prairie dogs?” Scott Craven. WETLANDS 
PROGRAM pee j 7 “A marsh reborn.” Alan Crossley. Dinner for two.” Robert J. Zimmer. June p. 2,29 “Tacking down the conservation is 108 October p. 22-28 

carpet.” David L. Sperling peneeP: 
RABBITS WILDLIFE HEALTH February p. 12-17 

“Too much unfinished green business.” | LAKES MANAGEMENT “Rabbit hunting revival.” Kevin Naze. See also WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

Jessica Mathews. See special section — “Shallow lakes.” February p. 20-23 “Shamus in a lab coat.” 

February p. 18-19 Maureen Mecozzi. Kerry Beheler-Amass and 
‘li Kathy Patnode. 

FIELD TRIPS. peeanon ao ae See special section - “Recycling works.” Pe 
“In time for an outing.” Barb Barzen. . a Pe Pas ee Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

‘April p. 14-17 ee Section, DNR Bureau of Solid and “Finding the right place at the right 
“Learning from lakes.” p. 5-8 a ere ane fi lazardous Waste Management. time.” Mary K. Judd. 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ‘The finned foe of shallow waters.” p. 6 June June p. 24-28 

See also WALLEYE % Hake management grants. pe “Secrets of recycling success revealed!” “Shamus in a lab coat.” 
‘Walleye: a game of chance. LANDSCAPING p.2-3,6-8 Kerry Beheler-Amass and 
CE ne “Growing native.” Donna Thomas. “In the loop with Jane and Joe.” p. 4-5 Kathy Patnode. 

- eae ee October p. 12-15 “Recycling works.” (poster) p. 4 October p. 4-9 

“A new route for trout.” LAND TRUSTS RIVERS. WOODPECKERS 
Marc Hershfield and “™n land we trust” Steve Seyfert. “The wild ones.” Dan Heath. “Power struggle.” John J. Mutter, Jr 
James Morrissey. August p. 24-28 December p. 17-23 June p. 12-16 August p. 2,29 
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“ee ny . bar | £ f wey fy 4 ps PNY KESTREL CLOSEUP and I finally brought that fish to 

“ 4 r aS. pe . cs Ra Y A Al Robert Zimmer’s August article Net Just above the falls. 

. 4 Po 3 ce. ss fae on the American Kestrel was fri Another time a aoe eS 

e ‘ “ y fe) PERV =e if quite interesting. For the last z cae : a ee 
. Rs es Ae i Val eight years a female kestrel has Just a Oreste fi sa 

> vv UR a 6 OG) f been an occasional visitor toour °° ® ce - ab 
* r a 8 Bye 4) I yy urban neighborhood. Most of the on a ° ae e ne ; ue 

Se i <> Bi a r fs) Uf time we have seen her perched ORG oe oe 4 oe 
4 . , ye hy MW on the electrical wire strung Sete aN Seen sony ys nese 

§ s . oo Se ee q the place and were having a cou- 
ee y! oh? 4i'8 Bd above our back yard. One time I ‘ 
ys 8 “ : ple of beers, talking with the bar- 

eo ae > } ‘ saw her dive toward a flock of ‘ 
Sawer es : . 5 tender about bow hunting when 

iS Ol rs rs 7 / . sparrows at our birdfeeder. The se ciher fellows Gamicin! One 
 * a 4 " *) 1 : sparrows retreated to safety in a 3 ‘ Lr, } ,) of the newcomers made a remark 

q Re BF Ny nearby hedge, and the kestrel au 
Fr RAs re QJ Y E Hou) oii search of other ate that bow hunters couldn’t hit the 

8 Pe (f ost ¥ Ly 3 3 Re: broad side of a barn. 
: NMEA x Another time we saw the kestrel , ‘ « oer ws PE ees E onacine Suse Watering After a few more insulting 

ays eH aE in e butterfly ina , p 
: ee wy a A g aoe een that Bibs a pears couldnt take way: 

EE es ee \ & GGeHOKE hex foe wari more. I was no expert by any 
logfight between two Worl Set ees 

Bugs, eggs and larvae are teased from their hiding places in the bark’s Warllfvinie aces Inoue stretch of the ABE GL but I 
fissures and scales. ying told him to put his money where 

most recent encounter, the his mouth was. The upshot was I 
Continued from page 2 kestrel landed on the branch of a iad to prove myself. We picked 

maple tree right outside our 
Brown creepers spend most of their lives clinging to the |; y fo a spot between the top of the bar si i kitchen window. For nearly 30 and the eclline. The octcnder 

vertical world of tree trunks. At night they roost by hanging Boe 8. seconds I was eyeball-to-eyeball — tggk down a little bottle of 
he trunks. In daytime they feed by scaling trees. Dur- ith thi 7 onto t y. My yy 8 with this small but mighty raptor Whiskey which left me about a 

i ting season, brown creepers tuck small stick nests _ 5 time I think about it a : 
Te eee y < : RED, ue three inch by three inch space. 
lined with grasses and mosses behind loose bark or in atree my spine tingles with excite- Then I went out to the car, 

crevice. The females incubate an average of six, white, %- ment. got my recurve bow that pulled 

inch eggs for 14-15 days. The young leave the hidden nest Marie T. Grogan at 50 pounds and I proceeded to 

chambers as excellent climbers if inexpert flyers. Wauwatosa, Wis. put that hunting arrow in the 

So how do you find a bird that isn’t big, bold, flashy, very center of the space about 40 
brightly-colored or vocal? You become a trunk watcher. REMEMBERING THE feet away. I couldn’t have done 

You'll gaze at hundreds of tree trunks and see many white- WJL.D RIVERS that again for all the money in 
and red-breasted nuthatches and woodpeckers before that : i the world. It was just bragger’s 

tal irali ill h I got a real thrill reading your luck! 
aan tale spiraling wi ; catch your eye. Just a soon as you piece about the Pike, Pine and Ta bnaer ie hee wal 

think you see something, the creeper will disappear to the Popple rivers (June). Iwas born ead this, *cause I’d sure like to 

far side, then reappear several feet higher or at the base of a __ jn Peshtigo 85 Tol a 
gs t F in Peshtigo 85 years ago. I plant- hear from them. My buddy and I 

nearby tree. Patience and perseverance are a must if you ed trout on those waters as a didn’t have to buy another beer 

wish to observe brown creepers. youth and spent many happy that day. 
The elusive birds can also be located by their call notes. _ weekends fishing those waters. I I went back to that bar a year 

The short, lispy calls are quite soft and high-pitched; they even remember the year whena _ or two later and that arrow of 

don’t carry very far and are easily drowned out by other dam broke on the Pike River and _ mine was laying across the 
woodland sounds. Brown creeper “songs” are one of the first _ 4 trout hatchery on Whiskey mouth of a mounted black bear. 
birding sounds we fail to detect as our hearing deteriorates. Creek lost its entire stock. We John L. “Spike” Holcomb 

The creepers are rarely attracted to bird feeders, but that Sure hada a fine weeks of Stevensville, Mont. 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t watch for them. During migra- See ‘ 
tions, they might just spiral up a tree just outside your back Pee oe er 
d Go 2 1 oS ‘ P "t se fh J fortee a a Foot Falls on my honeymoon. THANKS FOR THE 
door. Stay aler é you aren’t wate! ae : ahh tle cee : and caught a big fish. I was UNUSUAL 
ae moun OF pada eke i ea = g making a back-cast with a red I am impressed with the number 
pone s music, you may never realize that these secretive — maribou and cast into the falls. of interesting, informative issues 
birds have crept so close. (1 When I tried to recover my lineI that you bring readers which are 

had a big fish on. The stream not covered by the mainstream 

Anita Carpenter writes about nature’s comings and goings from divides out of the pool on its press. Such topics as potential 
Oshkosh, Wis. way down to Eight-Foot Falls crafts and hobbies as well as 
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“TeeadexsdVWntte 
local stories of interest through- National Forest near Townsend senior students at Weyerhaeuser _as parks, agricultural land or 
out Wisconsin are much appreci- and Lakewood. Another won- High School near Ladysmith are commercial development sites. 

ated. You are doing acommend- dered if he was referring to the in their second year of the “Blue It gets discouraging these 

able job in these efforts. “Big White Pine” which is in Hills Manufacturing Partner- days that even with conditional 

David E. Thomas excess of 130-feet-tall and 13 ship.” This student-run business use permits and reclamation 

Sheboygan, Wis. feet in girth in the Flambeau uses four solar-powered lumber plans, portions of the public 

River State Forest in southwest- drying kilns to custom dry lum- object to any kind of mineral 
ern Sawyer County near the ber for people who have small extraction. I remember a site 

TALL TIMBER Rusk and Price county lines. Yet __ lots of lumber cut by portable where even after we rerouted the 

A good many years ago I recalla aq third thought he might meana _ saw mills like the ones men- haul route 1 74 miles to avoid a 
picture of the “last remaining” or marvelous stand of old growth tioned in your article. I thought subdivision at an additional cost 

“only virgin stand” of white pine — and second growth pines in readers should know that there of $75,000 to the taxpayers, there 
in Wisconsin. Could you Council Grounds State Park ora are businesses around that will was substantial public opposition 
describe its location, size in stand in a City of Tomahawk gladly dry small lots of lumber to clay extraction for a public 

acres, degree of protection, rela~ —_ park, though these last two are at a reasonable price. landfill. We have built environ- 

tive value and a bit about the second growth trees. Richard A. Manor. mental, social and reclamation 
people who saved it? Although most of the large Technology Education Teacher requirements into the plans, but 

Robert Seward timber was logged from the post- Weyerhaeuser High School people have to be willing to 
Santa Barbara, Calif. Civil War to post-World War I ELSE Wis reach reasonable compromises. 

period, scattered parcels of our : Clearly, we are going to continue 

Readers, this one stumped us a natural heritage remain. Many For those dy ed-in-the-wool, do- to use these materials. 

bit. We are aware of several of the finest examples are pre- uy Ces Wie gag Bill Fleck 

excellent remnants of the vast served as natural areas, man- fi yes inf ane , may we SU8- — Madison, Wis 

pinery that covered northern aged by land trusts and protect- Boe ee eos penne 

Wisconsin. Several parcels of ed by private owners who appre- ber Ler tine Hobby Be and Small 

virgin timber remain because ciate the parcels in their care. ee eee of Wiscon- NEW LEGAL 

they were not accessible to log- sin-Extension bulletin #60 by J OURNAL 

ging equipment, the terrain was Eugene ue Wengere and D an A I appreciate your attempt to 
t00 soft or too hilly to be logged HOMEGROWN Meyer, which provides directions maintain a lively balance of arti- 
commercially, or the parcels LUMBER for making your own solar kiln cles between environmental and 

were in private ownership and I recently read your June article to dry home-sawn boards. natural resource issues and 

not logged. Our foresters won- “Homegrown, Homemade Lum- between the use and protection 

dered if Mr. Seward saw a pic- ber,” and I’d like to share an PUBLIC NEEDS SAND of Wisconsin’s rich natural her- 

ture of the magnificent Cathe- interesting business venture with AND GRAVEL itage. The excerpts by Thiel on 

dral of the Pines on the Nicolet __ your readers. The junior and : 3 Wolves in the December issue 
Twas very interested ie your was fascinating. It was a good 

Scattered stands of big timber still exist, like this more than 300-year-old white Se Fa ie fe ton cramps ot oO eduonal ee 
pine in the Brule River State Forest. : Slaven Ee? mitment to providing policy 

ER een A) Le eis Sas See pieces along with recreational 
bs Wee oe j Pee : | ounty, I was responsi e or pieces. 

i eee ts We NRA Aa Dive working with many firms, towns Your readers may be interest- 
4 a as nM : a ; oe i i j Y a | ee and municipalities to mine and ed in a new forum for vigorous 

cao} ey : f ea Vie eae restore such pits. Dane County discussion of environmental law 
4 ree re op eed Py a ae Peete, has had reclamation require- issues in this state, Wisconsin 
= @: y é Ld x a id Ke eet ee = ments which have beenenforced —_ Environmental Law Journal. We 

: & y e, a et ¥ PP Aaa hey since 1969.The mineral extrac- offer a variety of articles on 

F \ ie A fd er : tn Ae Be ON SENS eS and the permits environmental and natural 

) yt ey Serb shee ps Bae ee eel ee issued worked hard to make resources law issues from a vari- 
me i ie ovat See ge re eee AY OSE hen miners good neighbors AND ety of perspectives. Potential 
a coe VPs ag ay f we nis he a feeveye = good land stewards. The public subscribers or writers can reach 

Gy.” “vc ttest om baving sand sin Law School 975 Bascom 
aT Td fe es OS gee 2 2nd gravel for construction pro- Mall, Madison, WI 53706 or call 
oe ms S oe a es mn OSS g jects, roads, building and land- (608) 262-3264. 

t a WP he a ee i ees GS 4 Seo 5 scaping materials. All of these Ernest W. Grumbles, Editor 

A SHES RSS MO SESE SESE areas are subsequently reclaimed — Madison, Wis. 
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pean aus Sa Mr oe aT there’s something special you Friendship 
& JS JS 6 C3 | a FS i fel oan like a picnic lunch with a Quad D Ranch Riding Stable 

) Oreo aes te eine _--______ j_ campfire, or a horse like Black (608) 339-6436 and 
y fie =p 3 if . 'y = ol 4 a a) a ; > |} Beauty, or shining silver tack, 1-800-RANCH-75 

! , & 9 y i eo \ J io 3 = Lf , & 24 __] ask — most stable owners are Ride on 300 acres near Castle 

I gS i‘ Lf PN , y y = iv, a pgs z N ‘e a prepared to tailor trail rides Rock Lake. 
> a NX a ete eet se =B ‘a according to the customer’s 

hes Marathon 
= = a aa re Horses being horses, and S & R Ranch 

RDS) nrg LRN | Ra (4h) 2 aoc es 4 oR Aa emma winter being winter, a trail ride (715) 355-5644 

A oe i ee aoe Aue ie be ae A E in December or January Listen up, beginners: They offer 

a Wa til NL Nylpe Sandy Tf ; Re Pay] Fa age = undoubtedly will be something a free mini-lesson before the ride 

7 ih vy faa ' gee? Re Wars 7. e@@. to remember. If you get lost, begins! 
n Es S| ye Wy | bl be ee ah) eee tS va ==) there’s no need to worry: The 

t gs eles a f on eli ORES Sea pea 
a Ba PY Se A a 4 ey ? i se == horse knows the way. Mountain 

4 ‘ .¥ aes (Be) 55 Bee ‘ Paaree 
ees : par Af ENS pies The following stables offer Mountain Pine Ranch 

4 9 ) p< 14)" winter rides, but are by no (715) 276-7444 
: : E ‘ means the only ones that do. For _ Ride through the Nicolet Nation- 

] i | t e a more complete list, call the al Forest.(No rides November 

ae 2 Wisconsin Division of Tourism 18-26) 

= at, 3 at 1-800-432-TRIP and request a 
in <i. $ Recreation Guide. West Bend 

Pe g Sleeping Dragon Ranch, Inc. 

ag 2 Chippewa Falls (414) 644-5065 

Revive an old tradition. A sleigh ride with friends and family brightens up a Red’s Riding Ranch Specializing in group rides. 
winter day. (715) 723-4089 

Trails wind along the Chippewa _—- Wilton 
River. Special rates for four or Circle S Trail Rides 

Pon ex ress more, (608) 435-6975 
Guided rides through southwest- 

Eagle ern Wisconsin forests. 

either rain, nor snow, will help set you and yours on Swinging W Ranch 

N= dark of a late after- the right trail with the right four- (414) 594-2416 

noon in December stays legged companions. First, assess Tour the Kettle Moraine State 

the equine-inclined from enjoy- the riding abilities of your party. _ Forest on horse- : 

ing their favorite pastime during With inexperienced riders and back. = es cee 
Wisconsin’s winters. Horse children, you’ll want easy, level i Py  eccecnormnne 7 

fanciers know there’s nothing trails; more accomplished eques- : remem Lagat NY aren on mech 

more exhilarating than a quick trians may seek challenging — oer _———— 

canter down a snow-dusted trail rides on paths running through -—— ee 

atop a spirited mount. And could _hillier terrain. PP — 

there be anything better to pro- Next, contact the stable in . ° . : 

mote a sense of peacefulness advance. Most stables require Trail guides = 

than a slow winter walk ona reservations for winter rides. The next best thing to having Tom = AAs 

sturdy mare, the silence unbro- Ask questions about cost, ter- Mix or Gene Autry in the saddle is ae 
ken save for the muffled clip- rain, ride duration, trail having the Horsemen’s Guide to Wis- 3 

clop of hooves and the occasion- _ length, whether the rides are consin Trails tucked in your saddlebags. = ‘ 

al snort? (Depends on the kind guided or unguided, and if = Published by the Wisconsin State Horse = v4 
of snort, does it? Benighted soul, any amenities like hot cocoa Council, the guidebook contains maps, ter- | ==), 

read no further and hope Santa or coffee are provided. If rain descriptions and lists of all the county, = 
has not forgotten your favorite “state and national forest areas in Wiscon- erento i 

brand of holiday cheer.) : Relax! The horses know the way. : sin that have riding trails. For a copy, = = 

Sleigh rides being the tradi- *, send $1.50 to Wisconsin State Horse — 
tional form of recreation this : \ Council, 1675 Observatory Dr., = ’ 

time of year, it takes a special s ~) Madison, WI 53706. For a free : : 
kind of traveler to get out and go apes == brochure on the state’s 240 miles a 

one-on-one with ahorse inthe — _ Pa Ans : i = of public trails for horseback : = 
snow. Look at it this way: If the & an co 5 riding, write the Wisconsin _/ : 

Marlboro Man can do it, afflict- 2 Se eR pn : DNR, Bureau of Parks & - = 

ed as he is with that square jut- $ - ? Ss = . Recreation, Box 7921, = 

ting jaw, so can you. : i——, Hf ~ et Madison, WI53707. (=f 
A bit of advance planning a " y) j "| eae 

i 
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