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21 November 1970 

j v 

Dear Mom and Dad, 
Pleasé"the. tkpewriter but I just got a new one, a big Royale 

‘ 440 last month and I need all the practice I can get on it.Got 
a letter yesterday from fox, the one about Jeff and Jim being 
promoted. Will drop him a line soon. Pha}$thoune is comming along 
fine. We are going back to @hiengmai in three days for her last 
checkup. She is going to stay in Chiengmai and I will come back to 
Houie Sai for a couple of weeks until closer to the time of 
delivery. We just didn't want her flying the last three ? weeks. 
Sure hope the baby is horn before the first of the year. I geta 
raw dgal on Festeral income tax because I fave to file not as a 
married man but 4m the unmarried head of household which includes , 
people whose spouses are non-resident aliens. The rates are higher 
than normal married types for some reason. " : : : 

Our. last trip to Chiengnai 23 weeks agmm ago we found a store 
that speciliazes in baby clothes, blankets bottles etc. so that you 
qouldn't have had to buy the stuff in the states after all. It was 

just a new store and we harin't seen it before, The doctor in Chiengmai 
has said that there shouldn't be any problem. She could have the 
baby here in Houie Sai at the Lao/Operation Bbotherhood (Fibipino) 
Hospital but they don&t hate a blitod bank if something should go 
wrong or incubators etc. At the hospital in Chiengnai they have a 
regular maternity section. Phaythoune will have a private room with 
2 beds (one for me when I come over to visit her), toliet, bath 
etc., with plenty of doctors and nurses on duty at all times for 

$2.50 a fay including 3 meals a day. She will just live there until 
the baby is born. Hopefully her sister can come up and stay with 
her. The hospital is MacCormack Hospital which I believe is a 
Presbyterian hospital, or least it was when it was founded years and 
years ago. There was an American doctor named McDaniels who had 
delivemted children of several people I know, but he is in the States 
and the "maternity" ?? doctor is now women Thai doctor who everyone 
says is excellent. Our last trip to Chieymah we heard of several — — 
Americans whose wives had just recently Rad babies delivered by her. 

Things in Laos here are really rather quiet. Lake in Vietnan 
RLG causalities are very low compared to past years. Noone seems to ‘ 
know what is going on. Suspision is that the RLG and the Pathet Lao 
are conducting cease-fire talks very quietly between themselves. But 
of course the North Vietnamese are the deciding factor. But again, 

no one really knows. 
A month ago I came down with another case of maleria again. 

the first time in about 3 years. Wasn't to bad however and I spent 
two weeks at home in Hpuie Sai and then took two weeks easy. Now 0 
have a little head cold and soge throat. Doesn't seem to be too bad 
however. I have another American working with me How, Wayne Johnson/ 

Makes bt a lot easier on me because he can do a lot of the field 

a work and I can stay with Phaythoune . 
As you hate probably noticed we have been spending a lot of



. money lately. If we just spent money on food ete we would probably 
not spend $59 a month but you know I like to collact things. Houie 
Sai is a fascinating plece to pick up things. I have bought 7 old 
bronze drums. I'll get some photos made and send them to you. They 
range from about 1§ inches high to about 30 inches and on the top 
anywhere foom TBIto 36 inches. They are very old, some of them, dhe 
most recent being 2-300 years old. On the top thoy ht ster in the 
center with concentric circles enclosing fish, birds and geometric 
designs, Then on top at points there are raised frogs, single, 
one on top of another or tamxem three on top of each other I have ss 
six now, all different. The collection gets to be expensive...So far 

I have paid $100, $100, $110, $10, $150 and $160 for the six. . 
Then last March we bought a little bronze stool called a Chuang stool 
because a mythicial people called the Chuang spamsmdedaky were 
supposed to have made it 900 to 1000 years ago. It Ss about 10 inches 
high and 18 inches across the top. The Chuang may also have "madef 
the famous stone jars on the Plaine des Jarres. In short anything 
unexplained in Lao history was done by the Chuang. The Lao make a 
point of adding thet the Chuang were not people like people today... 
maybe more like the Age of Heroes in Greek mythology. Then we bpught 
recently 2 Chuang bracelets...one for $60 arid one for $100. They are 
large copper bracelate with 19 figures raised around the outside. 
The figures range from people embracing to scorpions, rive skakks 
stalks, snails, elephant etc. They are extremely rare and I have 
heard that they were worn centuries ago by minor warlords in south 
China but I can't verify that. Then we boukkt the other day an old 
Yao ( a people similiar who used to live in China...in fact several 
million still do) bracelet with the two open ends dragons heads. 
The heads are very elebrate with bulging eges, horns ete. They have 
been cast and molded in such a way that the mothhs of both dragons 
have teeth ete and the jaws are partially open and inside is a 

small ball of silver that rattles around when you shake it. This 
bracelet. is solid silver and on the two heads ther is the reamins of 
some colored baked emamel so the orginal condition must have been 
bright}y colored with baked maamkak enamel. Too bad the enaiiel has 
chipped off, The balls in the motith are supposed to signify that 
the dragon, with his closed teeth, is protecting your wealth. Then 
a couple of months ago I bought for $20 a bronze chichen about 3 inches 
highkx., Very few people have seen one and obviously goes baci several 
hundred years, My other big binge was buying opium weights and old 
mondy. I now have ahout 90 opium wights of all sizes and shapes. I 
will enclose a photo of them. They come in shapes of ducks, lions, 
chickens elephants etc. My old money is old north Thai/Lao money... 
some is copper and some is silver. Some of the stuff comes from China. 

/ The money is the opium weight picture is mostly copper bars shap ped 
like dugouts used on the Mekong. The ome in the upper left of the 
photo. The bars on the upper right and right are silver bars.



, All the other figures are opium weights. Also enclosed are tap 
photos taken through a magnifying gaass of a duck anda "lion", I 
will obvioubly have a very imteresting collecfion on of these days. 
The problem is what to do with it. The drums are big and heavy. In 
some antique shops in the States...New York and DoCoesethe bronze 
drums are selling for $150088 I guess that is about everything. I 
also "found" an old manuscript of the history of the’Sip Song Pan Na 
which was a "kingdom" of 12 districts, me aE " people in south 
China, Most people don'g realize that south ha ost no ethnic 
Chinese...emostly Meo, Yao, Lahu, Thai Dam (Black Thai who are tribal 
as digtinct from their related Thai PHak in Thailand, Ltt, E-Kaw etc. , 
Of course the Red Chinese have installed Chinese in the area but they 
are certainily the minority. Anyway,.this history goes back several . 
hundred years supposodely and is written in Li unfortunately, which 
few people can read. The old secretary to the last ruling primce of 
the Sip Song Pan Na has taped half the book for me but I need someone 
to then translate it into Lao. Very difficult. Well, guess I'd 
better stop for now. Will write again soom. There will be a good 
chance that the 6hristmas presents won't argive on time but that is 
nothing unusual for me. Anyway we will draw pictures of what we send 
or something. Also, I still a box of stuff that is birthday presents 
for mum everyone. Lets see, we sent Mom a pocketbook, nuts, I'll 
have to find my list. Anyway, we do have our christmas cards 4 done. 

Bye fornow j\
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