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MESSAGE

OF THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

TO THE
TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS

AT THE

COMMENCEMENT OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRTY-NINTH CONGRESS.

Fellow-citizens of the Senate and -House of Representatives :

To express gratitude to God, in the name of the people, for the preservation
of the United States, is my first duty in addressing you. Our thoughts next
revert to the death of the late President by an act of parricidal treason. The
grief of the nation is still fresh ; it finds some solace in the consideration that he
lived to enjoy the highest proof of its confidence by entering on the renewed
term of the chief magistracy to which he had been elected ; that he brought the
civil war substantially to a close; that his loss was deplored in all parts of the
Union; and that foreign nations have rendered justice to his memory. His re-
moval cast upon me a heavier weight of cares than ever devolved upon any one
of his predecessors. To fulfil my trust I need the support and confidence of
all who are associated with me. in the various departménts of government, and
~ the support and confidence of the people. There is but one way in which I

can Hope to gain their necessary aid : it is, to state with frankness the principles
which guide my conduct, and their application to the present state of affairs,
well aware that the efficiency of my labors will, in a great measure, depend on
your and their undivided approbation.
The union of the United States of America was intended by its authors to
" last as long as the States themselves shall last. «The Union shall be perpet-
ual,” are the words of the confederation. ¢To form a more perfect Union,” by
an ordinance of the people of the United Sates, is the declared purpose of the
Constitution. The hand of Divine Providenee was never more plainly visible
in the affairs of men than in the framing and the adopting of thet instrument.
It is, beyond comparison, the greatest event in American history; and indeed
is it not, of all events in modern times, the most pregnant with consequences
for every people of the earth? The members of the convention which prepared
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it, brought to their work the experience of the confederation, of their several
States, and of other republican governments, old and new; but they needed and
they obtained a wisdom superior to experience. And when, for its validity, it -
reqaired the approval of a people that occupied a large part of a continent, and
acted separately in many distinct conventions, what is more wonderful. than
that, after earnest contention and long discussion, all feelings and all opinions
were ultimately drawn in one way to its support? The Constitution to which
life was thus imparted contains within itself ample resources for its own preser-
vation. It has power to enforce the laws, punish treason, and insure domestic
tranquillity. T. case of the usurpation of the government of a State by one '
man, or an oligarchy, it becomes a duty of the United States to make good the
guarantee to that State of a republican form of government, and so to maintain
the homogeneousness of all. - Does the lapse of time reveal defects? A simple
mode of amendment is provided in the Constitution itself, so that its conditions
can always be made to conform to the requirements of advancing civilization.
No room is allowed even for the thought of a possibility of its coming to an end.
And these powers of self-preservation have always been asserted in their com-
plete integrity by every patriotic Chief Magistrate—by Jefferson and Jackson,
not less than by Washington and Madison. The parting advice of the Father
of his Country, while yet President, to the people of the United States, was,
that “the free Constitution, which was the-work of their hands, might be
sacredly maintained;”” and the inaugural words of President Jefferson held up .
«the preservation of the general government, in its constitutional vigor, as the
sheet anchor of our peace at home and safety abroad.” The Constitution is the
work of «the people of the United States,” and it should be as indestructible as
the people.

It is not strange that the framers of the Constifution, which had no model.
in the past, should not have fully comprehended the excellence of their own
work. Fresh from a struggle against arbitrary power, many patriots suffered
from harassing fears of an absorption of the State governments by. the general
government, and many from a dread that the States would break avyay from
their orbits. But the very greatness of our country should allay the appre-
Lension of encroachments by the general government. The subjects that come
unquestionably within its jurisdiction are so numerous that it must ever natu-
rally refuse to be embarrassed by questions that lie beyond it. Were it other-
wise, the Executive would sink beneath the burden, the channels of justice
would be choked, legislation would be obstructed by excess; so that there is
a greater temptation to exercise some of the functions of the gereral govern-
ment through the States than to trespass on their rightful sphere. ‘'The abso-
lute acquiescence in the decisions of the majority” was at the beginning of the
century enforced by Jefferson “as the vital principle of republics;”” and the
events of the last four years have established, we will hope forever, that there
lies no appeal to force.

The maintenance of the Union brings with it “the support of the State gov-
ernments in all their rights;”” but it is not one of the rights of any State govern-
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ment to renounce its own place in the Union, or to nullify the laws of the
Union. The largest liberty is to be maintained in the discussion of the acts of
the federal government; but there is no appeal from its laws, except to the
various branches of that government itself, or to the people, who grant to the
members of the legislative and of the executive departments no tenure but a
limited one, and in that manner always retain the powers of redress.

“The sovereignty of the States” is the language of the confederacy, and not
the language of the Constitution. The latter contains the emphatic words,
.“The Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in
pursuance thereof, and all treaties made or which shall be made under the
authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the land, and the
judges in'cvery State shall be bound thereby, anything in the constitution or
laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding.”

Certainly the government of the United States is a limited government; and.
80 is every State government a limited government. With us this idea of lim-
itation spreads through every form of administration, general, State, and muni-
cipal, and rests on the great distinguishing principle of the recognition of the
. rights of man. The ancient republics absorbed the individual in the State,

prescribed his religion, and controlled his activity. " The American system
rests on the assertion of the equal right of every man to life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness; to freedom of conscience; to the culture and exercise of
all his faculties. As a consequence the State government is limited, as to the
general government in the interest of union, as to the individual citizen in the
interest of freedom. ,

States, with proper limitations of power, are essential to the existence of the
Constitution of the United States. At the very commencement, when we as-
sumed a place among the powers of the earth, the Declaration of Independence
was adopted by States; so also were the articles of confederation; and when
* the people of the United States”” ordained and established the Constitution, it
was the assent of the States, one by one, which gave it vitality. In the event,
too, of any amendment to the Constitution, the proposition of Congress needs
the confirmation of States. Without States, one great branch of the legislative
government would be wanting. - And if we look beyond the letter of the Con-
stitution to the character of our country, its capacity for comprehending within
its jurisdiction a vast continental empire is due to the system of States. The
best security for the perpetual existence of the Stated is the * supreme au-

“thority” of the Constitution of the United States. The perpetuity of the Con-
stitution brings with it the perpetuity of the States ; their mutual relation makes
us what we are, and in our political system their connexion is indissoluble.
The whole cannot exist without the parts, nor the parts without the whole. So
long as the Constitution of the United States endures, the States will endure;
the destruction of the one is the destruction of the other ; the preservation of the

- one is the preservation of the other.

I have thus explained my views of the mutual relations of the Constitution
and the States because they unfold the principles on which I have sought to
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solve the momentous questions and overcome the appalling difficulties that met
me at the very commencement of my administration. It has been my stead-
fast object to escape from the sway of moméntary passions, and to derive a
healing policy from the fundamental and unchanging principles of the Constitution.

I found the States suffering from the effects of a civil war. Resistance to
the general government appeared to have exhausted itself. The United States
had recovered possession of their forts and ‘arsenals, and their armies were in
the occupation of every State which had attempted to secede. Whether the
territory within the limits of those States should be held as conquered territory,
under military authority emanating from the President as the head of the army,
was the first question that presented itself for decision.

Now, military governments, established for an ‘indefinite period, would have
offered no security for the early suppression of discontent, would have divided
the people into the vanquishers and the vanquished, and would have enven- .
omed hatred rather than have restored affection. Once established, no precise
limit to their continuance was conceivable. They would have occasioned an
incalculable and exhausting expense. Peaceful emigration to and from that
portion of the country is one of the best means that can be thought of for the
restoration of harmony, and that emigration would have been prevented; for
~ what emigrant from abroad—what industrious citizen at home—would place
himself willingly under military rule? The chief persons who would have
followed in the train of the army would have been dependents on the general
government, or men who expected profit from the miseries of their erring fellow--
citizens. The powers of patronage and rule which would have been exercised,
under the President, over a vast, and populous, and naturally wealthy region,
are greater than, unless under extreme necessity, I should be willing to intrust
to any one man: they are such as, for myself, I could never, unless on occa-:
sions of great emergency, consent to exercise. The wilful use of such powers,
if continued through a period of years, would have endangered the purity of
the general administration and the libérties of the States which remained loyal.

Besides, the policy of military rule over a conquered territory would have
implied that the States whose inhabitants may have taken part in the rebellion
had, by the act of those inhabitants, ceased to exist. But the true theory is,
that all pretended acts of secession were, from the beginning, null and void.
The States cannot commit treason, nor screen the individual citizens who may
have committed treason, any more than they can make valid treaties or engage
in lawful commerce with any foreign power. The States attempting to secede
placed themselves in a condition where their vitality was impaired, but not ex-
tinguished—their functions suspended, but not destroyed.

But if any State neglects or refuses to perform its offices, there is the more
need that the general government should maintain all its authority, and, as soon
as practicable, resume the exercise of all its functions. On this principle I have
acted, and have gradually and quietly, and by almost imperceptible steps, sought
to restore the rightful energy of the general government and of the States. To
that end, provisional governors have been appointed for the States, conventions
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called, governors elected, legislatures assembled, and senators and representa-
tives chosen to the Congress of the United States. At the same time, the courts
of the United States, as far as could be done, have been reopened, so that the
laws of the United States may be enforced through their agency. The block-
ade has been removed and the custom-houses re-established in ports of entry, 8o
that the revenue of the United States” may be collected. The Post Office De-
partment renews its ceaseless activity, and the general government is thereby
enabled to communicate promptly with its officers and agents. The courts bring
gecurity to persons and property ; the opening of the ports invite the restora-
tion of industry and commerce; the post office renews the facilities of social
intercourse and of business. And is it not happy for us all, that the restoration
of each one of these functions of the general government brings with it a bless-
‘ing to the States over which they are extended ? Is it not a sure promise of
harmony and renewed attachmentto the Union, that, after all that has happened,
" the return of the general government is known only as a beneficence ?

L know very well ‘that this policy is attended with some risk; that for its
success it requires at least the acquiescence of the States which it concerns;
that it implies an invitation to those States, by renewing their allegiance to. the

" United States, to resume their functions as States of the Union. But it is a
risk that must be taken; in the choice of difficulties it is the smallest risk; and
to diminish, and, if possible, to remove all danger, I have felt it incumbent
on me to assert one other power of the general government—the power of
pardon. = As no State can throw a defence over the crime of treason, the power
of pardon is exclusively vested in the executive government of the United
States. In exercising that power, I have taken every precaution to connect it
with the clearest recognition of the binding force of the laws of the United
States, and an unqualified acknowledgment of the great social change of con-
dition in regard to slavery which has grown out of the war.

The next step which I have taken to restore, the constitutional relations of
the States has been an invitation to them to participate in the high office of
amending the Constitution. Every patriot must wish for a general amnesty at
the earliest epoch consistent with public safety. For this great end there is
need of a concurrence of all opinions, and the spirit of mutual conciliation. All
parties in the late terrible conflict must work together in harmony. It is not
too much to ask, in the name of-the whole people, that on the one side the plan
of restoration shall proceed in conformity with a willingness to cast the disorders.
of the past into oblivion; and that, on the other, the evidence of sincerity in the
fature maintenance of the Union shall be put beyond any doubt by the ratifica-
tion of the proposed amendment to the Constitution, which provides for the
abolition of slavery forever within the limits of our country. So long as the
adoption of this amendment is delayed, so long will doubt and jealousy and
uncertainty prevail. This is the measure which will efface the sad memory of

" the past; this is the measure which will most certainly call population, and

capital, and security to those parts of the Union that need them most. Indeed,
it is not too much to ask of the States which are now resuming their places in
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the family of the Union to give this pledge of perpetual loyalty and -peace.
Until it is done, the past, however much we may desire it, will not be forgotten.
The adoption of the amendment reunites us beyond all power of disruption. It
heals the wound that is still imperfectly closed ; it removes slavery, the element
which has so long perplexed and divided the country ; it makes of us once more
a united people, renewed and strengthened, bound more than ever to mutual
affection aud. support.

The amendment to the Constitution being adopted, it Would remain for the
States, whose powers have been so long in abeyance, to resume their places in
the two branches of the national legislature, and thereby complete the work of
restoration. Here it is for you, fellow-citizens of the Senate, and for you, fel-
low-citizens of the House of Representatives, to judge, each of you for your-
selves, of the elections, returns, and qualifications of your own members. ‘

The full assertion of the powers of the general government requires the
holding of circuit courts of the United States within the districts where their
authority has been interrupted. In the present posture of our public affairs,
strong objections have been urged to holding those courts in any of the States
where the rebellion has existed; and it was ascertained, by inquiry, that the
cireuit court of the United States would not be held within the district of Vir-
ginia during the autumn or early winter, nor until Congress should have “an
opportunity to consider and act on the whole subject.”” To your deliberations

. the restoration of this branch of the civil authority of the United States is, there-
fore, necessarily referred, with the hope that early provision will be made for the
resumption of all its functions. It is l':aanifest that treason, most flagrant in
character, has been committed. Persons who are charged with its commission
should have fair and impartial trials in the highest civil tribunals of the coun-
try, in order that the Constitution and the laws may be fully vindicated; the
truth clearly established and affirmed that treason is a crime; that traitors
should be punished and the offence made infamous; and, at the same time, that
the question may be judicially settled, finally and forever, that no State, of its
.own will, has the right to renounce its place in the Union. ‘

The relations of the general government towards the four millions of 1nhab1-
tants whom the war has called into freedom have engaged my most serious
consideration. On the propriety of attempting to make the freedmen electors
by the proclamation of the Bxecutive, I took for my counsel the Constitution
itself, the interpretations of that instrument by its authors and their contem-:
poraries, an® recent legislation by Congress. When, at the first movement
towards independence, the Congress of the Unitéd States instructed the several
States to institute governments of their own, they left each State to decide for '
itself the conditions for the enjoyment of the elective franchise. During the
period of the confederacy, there continued to exist a very great diversity in the
qualifications of electors in the several States; and even within a State a dis-
tinction of qualifications prevailed with regard to the officers who were to be
chosen. The Constitution of the United States recognizes these diversities

. when it enjoins that, in the choice of members of the House of Representatives
p .
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of the United States, « the electors in each State shall have the qualifications
requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislature.”
After the formation of the Constitution, it remained, as before, the uniform
usage for each State to enlarge the body of its electors, according to its own
judgment; and, under this system, one State after another has proceeded to
increase the number of its electors, until now universal suffrage, or something
very near it, is the general rule. So fixed was this reservation of power in the
Habits of the people, and so unquestioned has been the interpretation of the
Constitution, that during the civil war the late President never harbored the
purpose—certainly never avowed the purpose—of disregarding it; and in the
acts of Congress, during that period, nothing can be found which, during the
continuance of hostilities, much less after their close, would have sanctioned
any departure by the Executive from a policy which has so uniformly obtained.
Moreover, a concession of the elective franchise to the freedmen, by act of the
President of the United States, must have been extended to all colored men,
wherever found, and so must have established a change of suffrage in the
northern, middle and western States, not less than in the southern and south-
western. Such an act would have ‘created a new class of voters, and would
have been an assumption of power by the President ‘which nothing in the Con-
stitution or laws of the United States would have warranted.

" On the other hand, every danger of conflict is avoided when the settlement
of the question is referred to the several States. They can, each for itself,
decide on the measure, and whether it is to be adopted at once and absolutely,
or introduced gradually and with congitions. In my judgment, the freedmen,
if they show patience and manly virtues, will sooner obtain a participation in
the elective franchise through the States than through the general governmeut,
even if it had power to intervene. When the tumult of emotions that have been
raised by the suddenness of the social change shall have subsided, it may prove
that they will receive the kindest usage from some of those on whom they have
heretofore most closely depended.

But while I have no doubt that now, after the close of the war, it is not com-
petent for the general government to extend the elective franchise in the several
States, it is equally clear that good faith requires the security of the freedmen
in their liberty and their property, their right to labor, and their right to claim
the just return of ‘their labor. I cannot too strongly urge a dispassionate treat-
ment of this subject, which should be carefully kept aloof from all party strife.
‘We must equally avoid hasty assumptions of any natural impossibility for the
two races to live side by side, in a state of mutual benefit and good will. The
experiment involves us in no inconsistency; let us, then, go on and make that
experiment in good faith, and not be too easily disheartened. The country is
in need of labor, and the freedmen are in need of employment, culture, and pro-
tection. While their right of voluntary migration and expatriation is not to be
Questioned, I would not advise their forced removal and colonization. Let us
rather encourage them to honorable and useful industry, where it may be bene-
ficial to themselves and to the country; and, instead of hasty anticipations of
the certainty of failure, let there be nothing wanting to the fair trial of the
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experiment. The change in their condition is the substitution of labor by con-
tract for the status of slavery. The freedman cannot fairly-be accused of un-
willingness to work, so long as a doubt remains about his freedom of choice in
his pursuits, and the certainty of his recovering his stipulated wages. In this,
the interests of the employer and the employed coincide. The employer desires
in his workmen spirit and alacrity, and these can be permanently secured in no
other way. And if the one ought to be able to enforce the contract, so ought
the other. The public interest will be best promoted if the several States will
provide adequate protection and remedies for the freedmen. Until this is in
some way accomplished, there is no chance for the advantageous use of their
labor, and the blame of ill-success will not rest on them.

I know that sincere philanthropy is earnest for the immediate realization of
its remotest aims; but time is always an element in reform. It is one of the
greatest acts on record to have brought four millions of people into freedom.
The career of free industry must be fairly opened to them, and then their future ‘
prosperity and condition must, after all, rest mainly on themselves. If they
fail, and so perish away, let us be careful that the failure shall not be attributa-
ble to any denial of justice. In all that relates to the destiny of the freedmen,
we need not be too anxious to read the future; many incidents which, from a
speculative point of view, might raise alarm will quietly settle themselves.
Now that slavery is at an end, or near its end, the greatness of its evil in the
point of view of public economy becomes more and more apparent. Slavery
was essentially a monopoly of labor, and as such locked the States where it
prevailed against the incoming of free industry. Where labor was the property
of the capitalist the white man was excluded from employment, or had but the
second best chance of finding it; and the foreign emigrant turned away from
the region where his condition would be so precarious. With the destruction
of the monopoly free labor will hasten from all parts of the civilized world to
assist in developing various and immeasurable resources which have hitheito
lain dormant. The eight or nine States nearest the Gulf of Mexico have a soil
of exuberant fertility, a climate friendly to long life, and can sustain a denser
population than is found as yet in any part of our country. And the future
influx of population to them will be mainly from the north, or from the most
cultivated nations in Europe. From the sufferings that have attended them
during our late struggle, let us look away to the future, which is sure to be
laden for them with greater prosperity than has ever before been known. The.
removal of the monopoly of slave labor is a pledge that those regions will be
peopled by a numerous and enterprizing population, which will vie with any.in
the Union in compactness, inventive genius, wealth, and industry. )

Our government springs from and was made for the people—not the people
for the government. To them it owes allegiance ; from them it must derive its
courage, strength, and wisdom. But while the government is thus bound to*
defer to the people, from whom it derives its existence, it should, from the
very consideration of its origin, be strong in its power of resistance to the estab-
lishment of inequalities. Monopolies, perpetuities, and class legislation are
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contrary to the genius of free government, and ought not to be allowed. Here
there is no room for favored classes or monopolies ; the principle of our govern-
ment is that of equal laws and freedom of industry. - Wherever monopoly
attaing a foothold it is sure to be a source of danger, discord, and trouble. We
shall but fulfil our duties as legislators by according “equal and exact justice
to all men,” special ‘privileges to none. The government is subordinate to the
people; but, as the agent and representative of the people, it must be held
superior to monopolies, which, in themselves, ought never to be granted, and
which, where they exist, must be subordinate and yield to the government. .

The Constitution confers on Congress the right to regulate commerce among
the several States. It is of the first necessity, for the maintenance of the
Union, that that commerce should be free and unobstructed. No State can be
justified in any device to tax the transit of travel and commerce between States.
The position of many States is such that, if. they were allowed to take advan-
tage of it for purposes of local revenue, the commerce between States might be
injuriously burdened, or even virtually prohibited. It is best, while the country
is still young, and while the tendency to dangerous monopolies of this kind is
still feeble, to use the power of Congress so as to prevent any selfish impedi-
ment to the free circulation of men and merchandise. A tax on travel and
merchandise in their" transit constitutes one of the worst forms of monopoly,
and the evil is increased if coupled with a denial of the choice of route. When
the vast extent of our country is considered, it is plain that every obstacle to
the free circulation of commerce between the States ought to be sternly guarded
against by appropriate legislation within the limits of the Constitution.

"The report of the Secretary of the Interfor explains the condition of the public
lands, the transactions of the Patent Office and the Pension Bureau, the man-
agement of our Indian affairs, the progress made in the construction of the Pacific
railroad, and furnishes information in reference to matters of local interest in the
District of Columbia. It also presents evidence of the successful operation of
the homestead act, under the provisions of which 1,160,533 acres of the public
lands were entered during the last fiscal year—more than one-fourth of the
whole number of acres sold or otherwise disposed of during that period. It is
estimated that the receipts derived from this source are sufficient to cover the
expenses incident to the survey and disposal of thelands entered under this act,
and that payments in cash to the extent of from forty to fifty per cent. will be
made by settlers, who may thus at any time acquire title before the expiration
of the period at which it would otherwise vest. The homestead policy was es-
tablished only after long and earnest resistance ; experience proves its wisdom.
The lands, in the hands of industrious settlers, whose labor creates wealth and
contributes to the public resources, are worth more to the United States than if
they had been reserved as a solitude for future purchasers.

'The lamentable events of the last four years, anid the sacrifices made by the
gallant men of our army and navy, have swelled the records of the Pension
Bureau to an unprecedented extent. On the 30th day of June last the total
number of pensioners was 85,986, requiring for their annual pay, exclusive of
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expenses, the sum of $8,023,445. The number of applications that have been
allowed since that date will require a large increase of this amount for the next
fiscal year. The means for the payment of the stipends due, under existing
laws, to our disabled soldiers and sailors, and to the families of such as have
perished in the service of the country, will no doubt be cheerfully and promptly
granted. A grateful people will not hesitate to sanction any measures having
for their object the relief of goldiers mutilated and families made fatherless in
the efforts to preserve our national existence.

The report of the Postmaster Greneral presents an encouraging exhibit of the
operations of the Post Office Department during the year. The revenues of
the past year, from the loyal States alone, exceeded the maximum annual re-
ceipts from all the States previous to the rebellion, in the sum of $6,038,091;
and the annual average increase of revenue during the last four years, compared
with the revenues of the four years immediately preceding the rebellion, was
$3,533,845, 'The revenues of the last fiscal year amounted to $14,556,158, and
the expenditures to $13,694,728, leaving a surplus of receipts over expenditures
of $861,430. Progress has been made in restoring the postal service in the
southern States. The views presented by the Postmaster General against the
policy of granting subsidies to ocean mail steamship lines upon established
routes, and infavor of continuing the present system, which limits the compen-
sation for ocean service to the postage earnings, are recommended to the careful
consideration of Congress.

It appears from the report of the Secretary of the Navy that while at the
commencement of the present year there were in commission 530 vessels of all
classes and descnptxons, armed with 8,000 guns, and manned by 51,000 men,
the number of vessels at present in commission is 117, with 830 guns and
12,128 men. By this prompt reduction of the naval forces the expenses of the
government. have been largely diminished, and a number of vessels, purchased
for naval purposes from the merchant marine, have been returned to the peace-
+ ful pursuits of commerce. *Since the suppression of active hostilities our foreign

squadrons have been re-established, and consist of vessels much more efficient
than those employed on similar service previous to the rebellion. The sugges-
tion for the enlargement of the navy yards, and especially for the establishment
of one in fresh water, for iron-clad vessels, is deserving of consideration, as is
also the recommendation for a different location and more ample grounds for the
Naval Academy. ‘

In the report of the Secretary of War a general summary is given of the
military campaigns of 1864 and 1865, ending in the suppression of armed re-
sistance to the national authority in the insurgent States. The operations of
the general administrative bureaus of the War Department during the past year
are detailed, and an estimate made of the appropriations that will be required

 for military purposes in the fiscal year commencing the 1st day of J uly, 1866.
The national military force on the 1st of May, 1865, numbered 1,000,516 men.
It is proposed to reduce the military establishment to a peace footing, compre-
hending fifty thousand troops of all arms, organized so as to admit of an en-



ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. - 13

largement by filling up the ranks to eighty-two thousand six hundred, if the
circimstances of the country should require an augmentation of the army. The
volunteer force has already been reduced by the discharge from service of over
eight hundred thousand troops, and the department is proceeding rapidly in the
work of further reduction. The war estimates are reduced from $516,240,131
to $33,814,461, which amount, in the opinion of the department, is adequate
for a peace establishment. The measures of retrenchment in each bureau and
branch of the service exhibit a diligent economy worthy of commendation.
Reference is also made in the report to the necessity of providing for a uniform
militia system, and to the propriety of making suitable provision for wounded
and disabled officers and soldlers

The revenue system of the country is a subject of v1tal interest to its
honor and prosperity, and should command the earnest consideration of Congress.
The Secretary of the Treasury will lay before you a full and detailed report
of the receipts and disbursements of the last fiscal year, of the first quarter of
the present fiscal year, of the probable receipts and expenditures for the other
three quarters, and the estimates for the year following the 30th of June, 1866.
I might content myself with a reference to that report, in which you will find
all the information required for your deliberations and decision, but the para-
mount importance of the subject so presges itself on my own mind, that T can-
not but lay before you my views of the measures which are required for the
good character, and, I might almost say, for the existence of this people. The
life of a republic lies certainly in the energy, virtue, and intelligence of its eiti-
zens ; but it is equally true that a good revenue sytem is the life of an organized
government. I meet you at a time when the nation has voluntarily burdened
itgelf with a debt unprecedented in our annals. Vast as is its amount, it fades
away into nothing when compared with the countless blessings that will be
conferred upon our country and upon man by the preservation of the nations’
life. Now, on the first occasion of the meeting of Congress since the return of
peace, it is of the utmost importance to inaugurate a just policy, which shall
at once be put in motion, and which shall commend itself to those who come
after us for its continuance. We must aim at nothing less than the complete
effacement of the financial evils that necessarily followed a state of civil war.
We must endeavor to apply the earliest remedy to the deranged state of the
currency, and not shrink from devising a policy which, without being oppressive
to the people, shall immediately begin to effect a reduction of the debt, and, if
persisted in, discharge it fully within a definitely fixed number of years.

It is our first duty to prepare in earnest for our recovery from the ever-
increasing evils of an irredeemable cusrency without a sudden revulsion, and
yet without untimely procrastination. - For that end we must each, in our re-
spective positions, prepare the way. I hold it the duty of the executive to insist .
upon frugality in the expenditures, and a sparing economy is itself a great na-
tional resource. Of the banks to which authority has been given to issue notes
secured by bonds of the United States, we may require the greatest moderation
and prudence, and the law must be rigidly enforced when its limits are exceeded.
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‘We may, each one of us, counsel our active and enterprising countrymen to be con-
stantly on their guard, to liquidate debts contracted in a paper currency, and, by
‘conducting business as mearly as possible on a system of cash payments or short
credits, to hold themselves prepared to return to the standard of gold and silver. -
To aid our fellow-citizens in the prudent management of their monetary affairs,
the duty devolves on us to diminish by law the amount of paper money now in
circulation. Five years ago the bank-note circulation of the country amounted to
not much more than two hundred millions ; now, the circulation, bank and national,
exceeds seven hundred millions. The simple statement of the fact recommends,
more strongly than any words of mine could do, the necessity of our restraining
this expansion. The gradual reduction of the currency is the only measure that
can save the business of the country from disastrous calamities; and this can be
almost imperceptibly accomplished by gradually funding the national circulations
in securities that may be made redeemable at the pleasure of the government.

Our debt is doubly secure—first in the actual wealth and still greater unde-
veloped resources of the country; and next in the character of our institutions.
The most intelligent observers among political economists have not failed to
remark that the public debt of a country is safe in proportion as its people are
free; that the debt of a republic is the safest of all. Our history confirms and
establishes the theory, and is, I firmly believe, destined to give it a still more
signal illustration. The secret of this superiority springs not merely from the
fact that in a republic the national obligations are distributed more widely
through countless numbers in all classes of society ; it has its root in the char-
acter of our laws. . Here all men contribute to the public welfare, and bear
their fair share of the public burdens. During the war, under the impulses of -
patriotism, the men of the great body of the people, without regard to their own
comparative want of wealth, thronged to-our armies and filled our fleets of war,
and held themselves ready to offer their lives for the public good. Now, in
their turn, the property and income of the country should bear their just pro-
portion of the burden of taxation ; while in our impost system, through means
of which increased vitality is incidentally imparted to all the industrial interests
of the nation, the duties should be so adjusted as to fall most heavily on arti-
cles of luxury, leaving the necessaries of life as free from taxation as the abso- '
lute wants of the government, economically administered, will justify. No
favored class should demand freedom from assessment, and the taxes should be
so distributed as not to fall unduly on the poor, but rather on the accumulated
wealth of the country. We should look at the national debt just as it is—not
as a national blessing, but as a heavy burden on the industry of the country,
to be discharged without unnecessary delay.

It is estimated by the Secretary of the Treasury that the expenditures
for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1866, will exceed the receipts
$112,194,947. It is gratifying, however, to state that it is also estimated that
the revenue for the year ending the 30th of June, 1867, will exceed the ex-
penditures in the sum of $111,682,818. This amount, or so much as may be
decmed sufficient for the purpose, may be applied to the reduction of the public
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debt, which on the 31st day of October, 1865, was $2,740,854,750. Every re-
" duction will diminish the total amount of interest to be paid, and so enlarge the
means of still further reductions, until the whole shall. be liquidated ; and this,
as will be seen from the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, may be ac-
complished by annual payments even within a period not exceeding thirty years.
I have faith that we shall do all this within a reasonable time ; that as we have
amazed the world by the suppression of a civil war which was thought to be
beyond the control of any government, so we shall equally show the superiority
of our institutions by the promptand faithful discharge of our national obligations.

The Department of Agriculture, under its present direction, is accomplishing
much in developing and utilizing the vast agricultural capabilities of the country,
and for information respecting the details of its management reference is made
to the annual report of the Commissioner.

I have dwelt thus fully on our domestic affairs because of their transcendent
importance. Under any circumstances, our great extent of territory and variety
of climate, producing almost everything that is necessary for the wants, and
even the comforts of man, makes us singularly independent of the varying policy
of foreign powers, and protect us against every temptation to “entangling alli-
ances,” while at the present moment the re-establishment of harmony, and the
strength that comes from harmony, will be our best security against “nations
who feel power and forget right.” For myself, it has been and it will be my
constant aim to promote peace and. amity with all foreign nations and powers,
and I have every reason to believe that they all, without exception, are animated
by the same disposition. Our relations with the Emperor of China, se re-
. cent in their origin, are most friendly. Our commerce with his domrinions is
receiving new developments, and it is very pleasing to find that the government
of that great empire manifests satisfaction with our policy, and reposes just con-
fidence in the fairness which marks our intercourse. The unbroken harmony
between the United States and the Emperor of Russia is receiving a new support
from an enterprise designed to carry telegraphic lines across the continent of
Asia, through his dominions, and so to connect us with all Europe by a new
channel of intercourse. Qur commerce with South America is about to receive
encouragement by a direct line of mail steamships to the rising empire of Bra-
zil. The distinguished party of men of science who have recently left our
country to make a scientific exploration of the natural history and rivers and
mountain ranges of that region, have received from the Emperor that gen-
erous welcome which was to have been expected from his constant friendship
for the United States, and his well-kndwn zeal in promoting the advance-
ment of knowledge. A hope is entertained that our commerce with the rich
and populous countries that border the Mediterranean sea may be largely in-
creased. Nothing will be wanting, on the part of this government, to extend
the protection of our flag over the enterprise of our fellow-citizens. We receive
from the powers in that region assurances of good-will ; and it is worthy of note
that a special envoy has brought us messages of condolence on the death of our
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late Chief Magistrate from the Bey of Tunis, whose rule includes the old
dominions of Carthage, on the African coast.

Our domestic contest, now happily ended, has left some traces in our relations
with one at least of the great maritime powers. The formal accordance of bel-
ligerent rights to the insurgent States was unprecedented, and has notbeen justi-
fied by the issue. But in the systems of neutrality pursued by the powers
which made that concession there was a marked difference. The materials of
war for the insurgent States were furnished, in a great measure, from the work-
shops of Great Britain; and British ships, manned by British subjects, and pre-
pared for receiving British armaments, sallied from the ports of Great Britain to
make war on American commerce, under the shelter of a commission from the
insurgent States. These ships, having once escaped from British ports, ever
afterwards entered them in every part of the world, to refit, and 'so to renew
their depredations. The consequences of this conduct were most disastrous to
the States then in rebellion, increasing their desolation and misery by the pro-
longation of our civil contest. It had, moreover, the effect, to a great extent, to
drive the American flag from the sea, and to transfer much of our shipping and
our commerce to the very power whose subjects had created the necessity for
such a change. These events took place before I was called to the administra-
tion of the government. The sincere desire for peace by which I am animated
led me to approve the proposal, already made, to submit the question which had
thus arisen between the countries to arbitration. These questions are of such
moment that they must have commanded the attention of the great powers, and
are g0 interwoven with the peace and interests of every one of them as to have
insured an impartial decision. I regret to inform you that Great Britain de-
chned the arbitrament, but, on the other hand, invited us to the formation of a )
joint commission to settle mutual claims between the two countries, from which
those for the depredations before mentioned should be excluded. The proposi-
tion, in that very unsatisfactory form, has been declined.

The United States did not present the subject as an impeachment 6f the good
faith of a power which was professing the most friendly dispositions, but as in-
-volving questions of public law, of which the settlement is essential to the
peace of nations; and though pecuniary reparation to their injured citizens
would have followed incidentally, on a decision against Great Britain, such com-
pensation was not their primary object. They had a higher motive, ‘and it was
in the interests of peace and justice to establish important principles of inter-

national law. The correspondence will be placed before you. The ground on
which the British minister rests his jnstification is, substantially, that the mu-
nicipal law of a nation, and the domestic interpretations of that law, are the
measure of its duty as a neutral, and I feel bound to declare my opinion, before
you and before the world, that that justification cannot be sustained before the
tribunal of nations. At the same time I do not advise to any present attempt
at redress by acts of legislation. For the fiture, friendship between the two
countries must rest on the basis of mutual justice.

From the moment of the establishment of our free Oonstxtutxon the civilized
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world has been convulsed by revolutions in the interests of democracy or of
monarehy, but through all those revolutions the United States have wisely and
firmly refused to become propagandists of republicanism. It is the only gov-
ernment suited to our condition; but we have never sought to impose it on
others, and we have consistently followed the advice of Washington to recom-
mend it only by the careful preservation and prudent use of the blessing.
During all the intervening period the policy of European powers and of the
United States has, on the whole, been harmonious. Twice, indeed, rumors of
the invasion of some parts of America in the interest of monarchy have pre-
vailed ; twice my predecessors have had occasion to announce the views of this
nation in respect to such interference. On both occasions the remonstrance of
the United States was respected, from a deep conviction on the part of European
governments that the system of non-interference and mutual abstinence from
propagandism was the true rule for the two hemispheres. Since those times
we have advanced in wealth and power; but we retain the same purpose to
leave the nations of Europe to choose their own dynasties, and form their
own systems of government. This consistent moderation may justly demand
a corresponding moderation. We should regard it as a great calamity to our-
selves, to the cause of good government, and to the peace of the world, should
any European power challenge the American people, as it were, to the defence
of republicanism against foreign interference. 'We cannot foresee, and are un-
willing to consider what opportunities might present themselves, what combina-
tions might offer to protect ourselves against designs inimical to our form of
government. The United States desire to act in the future as they have ever
acted heretofore; they never will be driven from that course but by the aggres-
sion of European powers, and we rely on the wisdom and justice of those
powers to respect the system of non-interference which has so long been sanc-
tioned by time, and which, by its good results, has approved itself to both con-
tinents.

_ The correspondence between the United States and France in reference to
questions which have become subjects of discussion between the two govern-
ments will, at a proper time, be laid before Congress.

‘When, on the organization of our government, under the Constitution, the
President of the United States delivered his inaugural address to the two houses
of Congress, he said to them, and through them to the country, and to mankind,
that « the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny of the re-
publican model of government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as
finally, staked on the experiment intrusted to the American people.” And

" the House of Representatives answered Washington by the voice of Madison :

“We adore the invisible hand which has led the American people, through so
many difficulties, to cherish a conscious responsibility for the destiny of repub-
lican liberty.” More than seveuty-six years have glided away since these
words were spoken ; the United States have passed through severer trials than
were foreseen : and now, at this new epoch in our existence as one nation, with
our Unign purified by sorrows, and strengthened by conflict, and established
by the virtue of the people, the greatness of the occasion invites us once more
2aA
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to repeat with solemnity the pledges of our fathers to hold ourselves answerable
before our fellow-meén for the success of the republican form of government.
Experience has proved its sufficiency in peace and in war; it has vindicated
its authority through dangers and afflictions, and sudden and terrible emergen-
cies, which would have crushed any system that had been less firmly fixed in
the heart of the people. At the inauguration of Washington the foreign rela-
tions of the country were few, and its trade was repressed by hostile regula-
tions; now all the civilized nations of the globe welcome our commerce, and
their governments profess towards us amity. Then our country felt its way
hesitatingly along an untried path, with States so little bound together by rapid
means of communication as to be hardly known to one another, and with his-
toric traditions extending over very few years; now intercourse between the
States is swift and intimate; the experience of centuries has been crowded into
a few generations, and has created an intense, indestructible nationality. Then
our jurisdiction did not reach beyond the inconvenient boundaries of the terri-
tory which had achieved independence; now, through cessions of lands, first
colonized by Spain and France, the country has acquired a more complex
character, and has for its natural limits the chain of lakes, the Gulf-of Mexico,
and on the cast and the west the two great oceans. Other nations were wasted
by civil wars for ages before they could establish for themselves the necessary
degree of unity; the latent conviction that our form of government is the best
ever known to the world has enabled us to emerge from civil war within four
years with a complete vindication of the constitutional authority of the general
government, and with our local liberties and State institutions unimpaired.

The throngs of emigrants that crowd to our shores are witnesses of the con-
fidence of all peoples in our permanence. Here is the great land of free labor,
where industry is blessed with unexampled rewards, and the bread of the work-
ingman is sweetened by the consciousness that the cause of the country “is his
own cause, his own safety, his own dignity.” Here every one enjoys the free’
use of his faculties and the choice of activity as a natural right. Here, under
the combined influence of a fruitful soil, genial climes, and happy institutions,
population has increased fifteen-fold within a century. Here, through the easy
development of boundless resources, wealth has increased with two-fold greater
rapidity than numbers, so that we have beccme secure against the financial
vicissitudes of other countries, and, alike in business and in opinion, are self-
centred and truly independent. Here more and more care is given to provide
education for every one born on our soil. Here religion, released from political
connexion with the civil government, refuses to subserve the craft of statesmen,
and becomes, in its independence, the spiritual life of the people. Here, tol-
eration is extended to every opinion, in the quiet certainty that truth needs
only a fair field to secure the victory. Here the human mind ‘goes forth
unshackled in the pursuit of science, to collect stores of knowledge, and acquire
an ever-increasing mastery over the forces of nature. Here the national domain
is offered and held in millions of separate freeholds, so that our fellow-citizens,
beyond the occupants of any other part of the earth, constitute in reality a
people. Here exists the democratic form of government; and that form of



ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 19

government, by the confession of European statesmen, “gives a power of which
no other form is capable, because it incorporates every man with the state, and
arouses everything that belongs to the sou J

‘Where, in past history, does a parallel exist to the public happiness which is
within the reach of the people of the United States? Where, in any part of the
globe, can institutions be found so suited to their habits or so entitled to their
Jove as their own free Constitution? Every one of them, then, in whatever
part of the land he has his home, must wish its perpetuity. Who of them will
not now acknowledge, in the words of Washington, that “every step by which
the people of the United States have advanced to the character of an indepen-
dent nation seems to have been distinguished by some token of Providential
agency.” Who will not join with me in the prayer, that the invisible hand
which has led as through the clouds that gloomed around our path will so guide
us onward to a perfect restoration of fraternal affection, that we of this day may
be able to transmit our great inheritance, of State governments in all their rights,
of the general government in its whole constitutional vigor, to our posterity,

and they to theirs through countless generations to

’ ANDREW JOHNSON.
W asHINGTON, December 4, 1865.
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GREAT BRITAIN.

Mr. Adams to Myr. Seward.

No. 818.] , LecaTiON oF THE UNITED STATES,
' London, November 25, 1864.
Sir: T have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the department
numbered from 1140 to 1143, inclusive. :
The intelligence of the result of the election has been received here with no
surprise, inasmuch as the concurring reports of the correspondents of the press,
_of all shades of opinion, had tended to prepare the public mind for it. The
disappointment is betrayed in various attempts to allege unfairness and dicta-
tion on the part of the government. Very fortunately, the unequivocal charac-
. ter of the decision makes all such pretences ridiculous. It would be difficult to
overestimate the importance of this event, iu its influence upon the reputation of
the nation throughout Europe. Very happily, too, the result has been arrived.
at without any appearance of popular disturbance. I trust I need not say how
anxiously we have all looked for it, and how much satisfaction it has given to
all loyal Americans on this side of the water.
_ T have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ : : CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H, SEwaRrb,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

- Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 819.] - LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, November 25, 1864.

Sir: I have received from Mr. Dudley, the consul at Liverpool, reports of the
proceedings had at that place in regard to the detention of the ship Great
Western, by order of the British government, on the allegation of some viola-
tion of the provisions of the enlistment act. It is obvious that this difficulty
has been raised by the rebel agents, their attorneys and sympathizers, simply
to try to make an offset to their own mnotorious operations. I do not myself
perceive any just foundation for thé interposition. No communication has yet
come to me from the Foreign Office. A piotest has been drawn up before the
consul by the commander of the ship. All the papers will probably be sent to
you from his office at Liverpool. I have advised that course to be taken, not
deeming any action on my part expedient until all the facts shall have come
under the President’s consideration, and his wishes communicated in formal in-
structions. . ) v

The proceedings against Messrs. Jones and Highatt, for enlisting seamen for’
the rebels at Liverpool, have terminated in a verdict pro forma, with a nominal
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penalty, to which the parties consented. I transmit a copy of the Times con-
taining a report. The distrust of the law officers of their ability to enforce the
statute seems to me to amount to timidity, for I do not suspect any want of
disposition. .

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[From the London Times of Thursday, November 24, 1864. ]

. COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH, Westminster, November 23.
Sittings in Banco, before the Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Crompton, and Mr. Justice Shee.
THE QUEEN vs. JONES AND ANOTHER.

This was an indictment against two persons, named Jones and Highatt, for breaches of
the foreign enlistment act, by procuring persons to be enlisted at Liverpool in the confederate
service. The ‘‘Alexandra” case related to the equipment clauses of the statute ; this case
relates to the enlistment clauses. The title of the act (59 George III, chap. 69) is *‘ An
act to prevent the enlisting or engagement of his Majesty’s subjects to serve in a foreign ser-
vice, and the fitting out or equipping, in his Majesty’s dominions, vessels for warlike pur-
poses, without his Majesty’s license.” Then the preamble runs thus:

‘ Whereas the enlistment or engagement of his Majesty’s subjects to serve in warin foreign
service without his Majesty’s license, and the fitting ouf and equipping and arming vessels.
by his Majesty’s subjects without his Majesty’s license, for warlike operations in or against
the dominions or territories of a foreign prince, state, &ec., or persons exercising or assuming
to exercise the powers of government inany foreign country, province, or part of any provinee,
&c., may be prejudicial to and tend to endanger the peace and welfare of this kingdom ; and
wlhiereas the laws in force are not sufficiently effectual for preventing the same,” &ec. And
then the first section proceeds to enact:

‘‘That if any natural-born subject of his Majesty, his heirs, &c., without the leave and
license of his Majesty, signified by order in council or by proclamation, shall take or accept,
or shall agree to take or accept, any military commission, or shall enter into the military
service of the foreign state, &c., or shall go to the foreign country, &c., with an intent or in
order to enlist or enter himself to serve, or with intent to serve, in any warlike or military
operation whatever, whether by land or by sea, in the service of, or for or under or in aid of
any foreign prince, state, &c., or as an officer or a soldier, or in any other military capacity,
or as an officer or sailor, or marine, in any ship or vessel, &c., he shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor.” And then the clause proceeds: *‘thatif any person whatever, in the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, or any part of his Majesty’s dominions elsewhere, &e.,
shall hire, retain, engage, or procure, or shall attempt or endeavor to hire, retain, engage, or
procure any person or persons whatever to enlist, or enter or engage to enlist, or to serve or
to be employed in any such service or employment as aforesaid, as an officer, soldier, sailor,
or marine, either in land or sea service, for or under or in aid,of any foreign prince, state.
&e., or to go or to agree to go or embark from any part of his Majesty’s dominions for the
purpose or with the intent to be so enlisted, entered, engaged or employed as aforesaid, whether
any enlisting money, pay, or reward shall have been or shall be actually given or received,
or not; in any or either of such cases every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor,” &c. .

The indictment contained 51 counts. The st count charged that the defendants, ‘“ on the
25th day of March, A. D. 1863, within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, to
wit, -at the parish of Liverpool, in the county of Lancaster, unlawfully and wilfully did hire,
retain, engage, and procure one John' Stanley to enlist as a sailor in sea service for, under,
and in aid of certain persons exercising the powers of° government in a certain foreign country;
that is to say, for, under, and in aid of the Confederate States of America, against the form
of thestatute,” &c. The 2d count was a repetition of the Ist count, except that the deserip-
tion of the foreign power was as follows :  For, under, and in aid of certain persons assuming
to exercise the powers of government in a certain foreign country ; that is to say, for, under,
and in aid of the Confederate States of America.” The 3d count was also a repetition of the
1st count, with the variation, ** for, under, and in aid of certain foreign States styling them-
selves the Confederate States of America.”” The 4th, 5th, and 6th counts charged that the
defendants did hire, retain, engage, and procure Stanley * to enter and engage to enlist as a
sailor in sea service for,” &e., (the description of the foreign power being varied, as in the
first three counts.) The 7th, 8th, and 9th counts charged that the defendants did here retain,
engage, and procure Stanley ““to go and embark from a certain part of her Majesty’s
dominions, to wit, from the port of Liverpool, in the county aforesaid, for the purpose and
with intent to be enlisted as a sailor in sea service for,” &ec., (the description of the foreign
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power being varied, as in the- first three counts.) The 10th, 11th, and 12th counts charged
that the defendants did hire, retain, engage, and procure Stanley * to serve and be employed
in warlike operations by sea, in the service of and for, under,”” &c., (description of the for-
ei%ﬁ power varied as before.) The 13th, 14th, and 15th counts charged that the defendants
did hire, retain, engage and procure Stanley ‘ to go and embark from a certain part of her
Majesty’s dominions, to wit, from the port of Livérpool, in the county aforesaid, in order and
with intent to serve and be employed in warlike operations by sea, in the service of and for,”
&e., (description of the foreign power varied as before.) Then followed 15 like counts as to
_ the hiring, &c., of Benjamin Conolly, and 15 like counts as to the hiring of Francis Glass-
brook. The 46th, 47th, and 48th counts related to the hiring, &ec., of one Thomas Matthews,
and corresponded to the 13th, 14th, and 15th counts. The last three counts charged that
the defendants did *‘attempt and endeavor to hire, retain, engage, and procure the said
Thomias Matthews to go,” &ec., (as in the three preceding counts.) This indictment was
afterwards removed into the court of Queen’s Bench, and the defendants pleaded ** not guilty,”
and the ease came on to be tried at the last assizes at Liverpool before the lord chief jhstice
and a special jury. The facts proved were as follows: The defendants were partners in the
firm of Jones & Co., ship-store dealers in Liverpool; a third partner was Thomas Bold.
In the beginning of 1863 an iron steamer was building in the Clyde, which on the 20th of
March was registered by the name of the Japan, with the name of Thomas Bold, of Liverpool,
as sole owner. This register remained unaltered until the 23d of June, 1863, when it was
closed, in consequence of information from the owner (by letter of that date) that the vessel
had been transferred to foreigners. About the 24th of March, Stanley, Glassbrook and
Conolly were induced by a Captain Hedgecock to sign articles at the Sailors’ Home, Liver-
pool, to serve in the Japan on a voyage from the Clyde to Singapore and home—Stanley as
a cooper, Glassbrook as an able-bodied seaman, and Conolly as ‘a boy. Hedgecock was to
be captain. On signing the articles, which was done in the ordinary way before a shipping
master, they were told by Hedgecock to apply at the office of Jones & Co. for further diree-
tions. They did so accordingly; got advance-notes, (one of which was also cashed at the
office by the defendant Highat,) and received directions to be at the passenger-boat leaving
for Greenock on the next evening, the 25th of March. 'The next evening they embarked, the
defendant Highat superintending; apparently—but of this there was no positive evidence—
he had engaged and prepaid their passage. Their clothes had also been conveyed from the
office to the steamboat. On arriving at Greenock they were transferred into a tug-boat, and
thence on board the Japan. According to the evidence of one of the witnesses, the defendant
Jones was on board the tug-boat superintending the transfer, &e. The Japan remained in
the Clyde a few days completing for sea, and then quitted, under the command of Captain
Hedgecock, whether nominally for a trial trip or upon her voyage to India did not appear.
In point of fact, however, she proceeded into the British Channel, where she was fallen in
with by a small steamer, which the Japan took in tow, and the two vessels then proceeded
together to the French coast and anchored off Brest. At nightfall the Japan hauled along-
side the small steamer and received from her guns, ammunition, &e. On board the small
steamer was the defendant Jones, apparently taking some part in_the disembarcation of the
stores. The next day Captain Maury came on board the Japan, dressed himself in the uni-
form of the Confederate Sates navy, called all the hands aft and addressed them. He said
“‘the ship was about to enter the confederate service, and to be called the Georgia; would
they volunteer?” This was saidin the presence of the defendant Jones, and in the enlisting,
which subsequently followed, he was by Captain Maury’s side persuading the men to enlist,
taking their bounty for them, &c. Stanley, Glassbrook, Conolly, and others enlisted to
serve for two years ; others, however, refused, and returned to England in the small steamer,
as also did the defendant Jones. Shortly afterwards the ship hoisted the confederate flag, and
under the name of the Georgia, made a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, destroyed several
vessels carrying the federal flag, and in October, 1863, returned to Cherbourg, whence
Stanley, Glassbrook, and Conolly returned to Liverpool. Meanwhile their wives had received
their bounty, and also regular monthly money, at Jones & Co.’s office, and to this office the
men applied for means to retmrn to the Georgia. Shortly, however, after such application
they entered into communication with the North American consul, and thenceforward acted,
the result of which was the present prosecution. The consul paid them wages and subsistence:
- up to the date of the prosecution of the defendants before the magistrates in January, 1864;
from that time they received the like weekly money from the solicitor to the Crown. The
case as to Matthews was somewhat different. He had shipped on- board the Japan at
Greenock, had enlisted at Brest, and returned to Cherbourg, by which time a considerable
sum was due to him as wages ; he then came on leave to Liverpool, and when there applied
to Jones & Co. for means to return to the ship.

By the défendant Highat's instructions he went down to the Havre packet-boat at Liverpool,
and there received from the defendant’s clerk £3, with which, in fact, his passage was paid
to Havre. On arrival, however, at Havre he quarrelled with the boatswain of the Georgia,
and in consequence never rejoined the ship. The above facts were proved by the evidence:
_ of Stanley, Glassbrook, Conolly, and Matthews, A certified copy of the ship’s register was *

put in (see 17th and 18th of Victoria, cap. 104, sec. 107) to prove the ownership of the:
Japan, the identity of which with the vessel therein described was proved by the witness.

.-
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Glassbrook. The partnership of Thomas Bold with the defendants was proved by the
manager of the bank at Liverpool. A Queen’s printer’s copy of the Queen’s proclamation of
neutrality, 13th May, 1861, was also put in to prove the fact of war, ‘“ of certain States styling
themselves Confederate States, &c.,” which recites: “Whereas we are happily at peace
with all sovereigns, powers, and states; and whereas hostilities have unhappily commenced
between the government of the United States of America and certain States styling them-
selves the Confederate States of America.” At the close of the case for the prosecution the
counsel for the defendant submitted that there was no case, inasmuch as there was no proof
of intent on the part of the persons hired to enter into the foreign service at the time when
they were engaged by the defendants in this country. The point was reserved, and the
lord chief justice, in summing up, said he should ask the jury to determine by their verdict
whether the defendants, or either of them, procured the persons mentioned in the indictment,
or either or any of them, to go and embark from this port for the purpose of being enlisted,
enteyed, or engaged in the confederate service. There wasno doubt that all the four per-
sons engaged did enter and enlist on board a steamer, which was immediately afterwards
employed as a war steamer for the purpose of engaging in war against the northern States of
America; and there seemed to be very little doubt that the defendants, both of them, had to
do with those men leaving the port of Liverpool for the purpose of joining the ship. The
question for consideration was, whether the defendants who procured the witnesses to em-
bark at Liverpool did so for the purpose of their heing enlisted and employed in the service
of the Confederate States as a belligerent country, with whom this country was at peace,
and towards whom this country was bound to observe strict neutrality, The jury found a
verdict for the Crown. The verdict was then entered against the defendant Highat on all the
counts, and against the defendant Jones upon all the counts, except the last six. The de-
fendants were required to enter into recognizances of £500-each, with two sureties of £100
each, to appear and receive judgment.

They now accordingly appeared in court, and the attorney general, the solicitor general,
and Mr. Edward James, Q. C., (who, as attorney general for the county palatine, had con-
ducted the prosecution, ) with Mr, Hannen and Mr. Vernon Lushington, appeared on the part
of the Crown; Mr. Temple, Q. C., and Mr. Baylis appeared for the defendant Jones; Mr.
Brett, Q. C., and Mr. Mellish, Q. C., appeared for the defendant Highat.

Notice had been given to the Crown, on the part of the defendants, that it was intended to
move for a new trial, upon grounds set forth in the notice. The chief points intended to be
raised on behalf of the defendants were, that notwithstanding the finding of the jury that the
defendants had proeured the men to leave this country with an intention on the part of the
defendants that the men should be induced at sea to enlist in the confederate navy, yet the
verdict ought to have been entered for the defendants, because the case was not within the
statute, inasmuch as there was no purpose or intent on the part of the men so to enlist when
they quitted this country; and that the judgment ought to be arrested, because the indict-
ment only stated that the men were to be eulisted to serve as sailors, and did not go on to
allege that the service was to be on board a ship or vessel of war.

On the case being called,

Mr. TEMPLE, Q, C., rose and addressed the court in these terms: If your lordships see
no bbjection to the course we propose to pursue, we believe there need be no further discus-
sion of this case. 'We understand that the attorney general, under the circumstances of this
case, will not press for a greater sentence or judgment than that judgment should be entered
that each defendant shail pay a fine of £50. That being so, if your lordships see 1io objec-
tion, the defendants will submit to such a judgment without further discussion.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. Provided it be understood that the law has been vindicated,
the court will not object, if the Crown consent to that course. We presume that the counsel
for the Crown have fully considered the case, and are satisfied that this is the proper course
to pursue.

’Bhe ATTORNEY GENERAL. Of course, we have gone fully into the case, and not only
this, but the other cases which have arisen under the act. The government have not
thought that it would be proper to press for a severe sentence in this the first case of the
kind which has arisen. They have not thought it right to carry out the law in the other
cases at all harshly, considering that they arose at a time when the law was not well under-

~stood ; and they have not deemed it right to pursue a different course in this ocase. They
therefore assent to the course proposed to be taken.

The LorDp CHIEF JUSTICE. Then be it so. The verdict will stand, and a judgment will
be entered against each defendant for a fine of £50. But let it be distinctly understood that
the law have been vindicated, and that the court are fully sensible of the importance and
necessity of upholding it; and that in any future case of the kind which may arise a more
severc punishment may be inflicted. '

Judgment was accordingly entered that each defendant pay to the Crown a fine of £50
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Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No.821.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, November 25, 1864.
Sir: I haye the honor to inform you that at last I have completed the prep-
aration of the note to Lord Russell, rendered necessary by the instructions
contained in your despatch No. 1136, together with copies of the accompanying
papers. I dated it on the 93d instant, and sent the messenger with instructions
to note o the corner the hour and minute of the delivery at the Foreign Office.
It was so noted by him at five minutes past six o’clock that evening.
I transmit herewith a copy of the note.
1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLtam . SEWARD, . :
Secretary of State, Wasington, D. C.

Mr. Adams to Earl Russell.
(Delivered at the Foreign Office at 5 minutes past 6 p. m., November 23, 1864.)

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, '
London, November 23, 1864.

My Lorp: I have the honor to submit to your consideration copies of a number of papers
which have been transmitted to me with instructions to lay them before her Majesty’s gov-
ernment.

It has become once more my painful duty to make representations respecting the manner
in which the territories in America under the authority of Great Britain, both continental
and insular, are systematically used by the insurgents against the United States as bases for
hostile proceedings of every description.

The motives for such proceedings seem to have been two-fold. The first and the most obvious
is, to do as much injury to the people of the United States as possible. But the second, and
far more inciting one, has been to stimulate the government and people of the United States
to so great a degree of irritation as to prompt hasty acts of retaliation, which might ulti-
mately effect a permanent breach of the friendly relations between the two countries. By
this means it is hoped that the natural result of a struggle, perceived from the first to be
unequal, might be changed by the intervention of a powerful ally to the failing side.

On a review of the correspondence which I have heretofore had the honor to conduct with
your lordship, I think it will most clearly appear that the attention of my government has
been most constantly fixed upon the necessity of averting the dangers springing out of this
nefarious policy. In that view the insufficiency of the law of Great ritain to enforce a
rigid neutrality, as well as of her Majesty’s proclamation to avert causes of complaint, was
very early foreseen. It was for that reason that a proposal was early made by me to your
lordship to secure such changes and amendments of that law as might be expected more
fully to auswer the purpose, and such as the experience in a former instance in the United
States had actually dictated to them to adopt in order to maintain peace. .

It is with great regret that I am obliged to remind your lordship that nothing whatever
has been done in this direction, and that in spite of the fact that every day’s subsequent ex-
perience has proved the reasonableness of the anxiety that prompted the request. .

The seizure of the steamer Chesapeake on the high seas by insurgents who made her
Majesty’s provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick the base of the operation is well
known to your lordship. Although it be true that that vessel was ultimately released, it is
equally certain that the perpetrators of the act escaped all penal consequences in the colonies.
Braine, the very same man who was engaged in that high-handed act, has since perpetrated
another of the same kind upon the steam-packet Roanoke, in the course of which he made
the island of Bermuda the point from which, failing to gain a reception for his prize, he
completed his operations for her destruction at the mouth of the harbor.

I am now compelled to call your lordship’s attention to other proceedings of a character
infinitely more dangerous to the peace of the two countries. .

On Sunday evening, the 18th of September, a man came on board the Philo Parsons
while she was lying at thé dock at Detroit and requested the clerk, Mr. Walker T. Ashley,
who is part owner of the Parsons, to call at Sandwicb, on the Canada shore, three miles
below Detroit, to receive him and a_party of friends who wished to go to Kelly’s island,
about cleven miles from Sandusky, alleging that one of them was lame and could not well
cross the ferry. The Philo Parsons suileg the next morning, (Monday, the 19th of Sep-
tember, ) at 8 o’clock, with about forty passengers. The person referred to above as having
engaged a passage for himself and party appeared immediately afterwards, and, at his re-



6 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

quest, the steamer called at Sandwich, where his friends, four in number, came on board. At
Malden, on the Canada side, where the steamer always stopped, about twenty miles below
Detroit, and near the point where the Detroit river empties into the lake, about twenty more
men came on board. The number not being unusual excited no suspicion. The only bag-
gage of the party was an old-fashioned trunk, tied with rope, and” which was afterwards
ascertained to contain revolvers and large hatchets or hand-axes. The steamer continued on
her course, and made her usual landings at North Bass, Middle Bass, and South Bass islands,
the latter being better known as Put-in-Bay island. These islands are nearly north of San-
dusky, and about twenty miles distant. They all belong to the United States, and are part
of the State of Ohio.. Captain Atwood, the captain of the steamer, left her at Middle Bass
island, where his family reside. Having made these landings, the steamerwent on her course
to Kelly’s island, about seven miles further on, and made her usual landing there. Here
four men got on board, all apparently helonging to the same party, and it has been ascer-
tained that one who was seen among them after the capture of the steamer had been several
days on the island, visiting the inhabitants, and pretending to be an agent for the sale of
sewing machines.

Shortly after leaving Kelly’s island, about four o’clock in the afternoon, and while she was
directly on her course for Sandusky, the Philo Parsons was seized by the party who had
got on board at Sandwich and Malden, and was headed to the eastward for nearly an hour,
when she was turned back to Middle Bass island for fuel, the leader of the party having
ascertained from the mate and engineer that there was not enough to run many hours. Soon
after the Philo Parsons reached Middle Bass island, and while she was taking in wood,
the steamer Island Queen, which performs daily trips from the Bass islands to Sandusky
and back, came alongside, and was immediately seized, The engineer of the Island
Queen, without giving any provocation, was shot in the face. The ball entered his chesk
and passed out near the ear. One person was cut in the head with a hatchet and bled pro-
fusely. Several other persons were knocked down, and a large number were struck with
the but ends of pistols, and with hatchets, and some ten or a dozen shots were fired. - '

The passengers on both boats were landed at Middle Bass, with a part of their baggage.
After getting a supply of fuel the Philo Parsons ran out into the lake, towing the Island
Queen. At the-distance of about five miles, according to one statement, and at a smaller
distance according to others, the Island Queen was scuttled by cutting her supply-pipe, and
was sent adrift. Before filling she drifted on a shoal, and was gotten off a few days after-
wards, having been plundered by the party who had seized her.

After the Island Queen had been scuttled, the Philo Parsons stood for Sandusky harbor,
and was then turned about and steered for Malden, where she arrived between four and five
o’clock on Tuesday morning, the 20th of September. A few miles above Malden a yawl-boat
load of plunder was sent ashore on the Canadian side of the Detroit river. At Fighting
island, some six miles above, the crews of both steamers were landed. The Philo Parsons
arrived at Sandwich at about eight o’clock the same morning, and a pianoforte belonging to
her, a number of trunks, and the cabin furniture, were put ashore at the dock, where a
custom-house officer almost immediately appeared. She was then scuttled by cutting her
ilt)jection pipes, and cast off. She partially filled, but was taken possession of a few hours
afterwards by the mate, who had come up in a small steamer (the Pearl) from Ecorse, who
had her towed to Detroit.

The facts thus set forth have been substantiated by the depositions of eye-witnesses of
these occurrences. Upon learning these extraordinary proceedings, initiated and executed
from her Majesty’s possessions in Canada as a base, a note wus immediately addressed by
the Secretary of State to J. Hume Burnley, esq., her Majesty’s chargé d’affaires at Washing-
ton, requesting, through him, that her Majesty’s government would, upon the arrest and
commitment of the parties perpetrating these outrages, issue the necessary warrant for their
delivery to the agents of the United States, in order that they might be brought there for
trial. This request was made on the ground that the persons were guilty of crimes embraced -
within the extradition treaty. Mr. Burnley replied ‘that he had referred the matter to her
él\'la.jesty’s provincial authorities, as is usual in such cases. Thus has it rested down to this
ime., ’ -

The primary object in capturing these steamers was confessedly to release the insurgent
officers confined on Johnson’s island. There is reason to believe that the conspiracy was
organized and set in motion by prominent insurgents who have for some time past been re-
siding in Canada for such purposes. Indeed, my government has proof that Mr. Jacob
Thompson has acknowledged that he was commissioned and provided with funds to carry
them into effect, and had interviews with conspicuods members of the gang just before the
steamers were captured. Scarcely had the alarm occasioned by this sally from the Canadian
territory subsided, when information of s new and even more, extraordinary and desperate
outrage was received by my government. This time it was not committed upon the water,
but against the peaceable and unoffending inhabitants of a border town. A band, said to
consist of twenty-five desperate men, clandestinely armed, crossed the frontier, and pro-
ceeded in seveyal small parties by stage-coach to St. Albans, Vermont, in the customary way
of travellers. At a concerted time they raised a scene of terror in that peaceful town, broke
into banking-houses and other buildings, and carried off large amounts of treasure, said to
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be two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, together with other valuable property.
As soon as the people recovered from their surprise, they arose and hotly pursued the felons,
who sought safety by returiing on stolen horses across the frontier into Canada. The Cana-
dian municipal agents seem to have co-operated with the pursuers from Vermont with alac-
rity and diligence. Twelve of the robbers were.arrested, stripped of their plunder, and taken
into custody by the Canadian authorities. It is also understood that a considerable part of
the recovered property was promptly restored.to its owners.

A request, similar in its character to the former one, has been addressed by the Secretary
of State to Mr. Burnley, as will appear in the papers which accompany this note.

Tt must be obvious to your lordship that at the time of the adoption of the arrangement
_ between the two governments in April, 1817, which limited their naval forces on the lakes,
a condition of things like the prasent could scarcely have been anticipated. The purpose
clearly was to prevent either party from keeping up & force which might endanger the other;
thus entailing upon both the necessity of maintaining a more or less burdensome armament.
Tt certainly did not contemplate the possible intervention of a third party, ill-disposed to both,
Which should malignantly avail itself of the known provisions of the compact for the purpose
of working certain mischief to that which it hated the most, and possible injury even to the
other, by provoking strife between the two. Neither.could it have foreseen the precise posi-
tion in which her Majesty’s government has been placed by recognizing as belligerents per-
sons capable of abusing the privileges conceded by that measure to the most malicious pur-
poses. In view of these most extraordinary events, against the recurrence of which on the
Canadian side no provision adequate to meet the immediate exigency seems to have been
made on the part of her Majesty’s government, it would seem to be the imperative duty of
the United States to provide at once some stringent measures. Inroads by marauding ruf-
fians upon the population of the United States on that border cannot be tolerated. Among
the papers which I have the honor to lay before you, I beg, in this connexion, to call to your
notice & letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, directing the outfit of two steam propellers—
one upon Lake Erie, and the other on Lake Ontario—with the object of checking, and if
possible suppressing, depredations on the trade or attacks upon the population counected
with those waters. L

Tn consequence, however, of the later outrage perpetrated at St. Albans, I am directed to
say that the preceding measures are not decmed by any means adequate to answer the de-
sired purpose. The proceedings taken together are regarded as deserving of further and
prompt action on the part of her Majesty’s government, in order to avert the danger of ulti-
mate conflict upon the Canadian_ borders. It gives me great satisfaction to be able to ac-
knowledge to your lordship that the Canadian cxecutive authority has thus far co-operated
with my government in faithful and diligent efforts to bring these disturbers of the public
peace to due account. It is a matter of certainty, though not perhaps susceptible of judicial

roof, that all movements of this character are set on foot by a notorious person named Jacob

hompson, who, with other disloyal citizens of the United States, is temporarily domiciled
in Canada, and furnished with funds by his coadjutors at home for these iniquitous opera-
tions, through the banking institutions of that province. Itis impossible not to feel their pres-
ence and their activity in that region to be a constant threat against the safety of the people
occupying the entire long line of the border. I am, therefore, with great regret, instructed
to give this formal notice to your lordship, that, in conformity with the treaty reservation of
the right at the expiration of six months from the date of this note, the United States will
deem themselves at liberty to increase the naval armament upon the lakes, if in their judg-
ment the condition of affairs in that quarter shall then require it.

Tn taking this step, I am desired to assure your lordship that it is resorted to only as an indis-
pensable measure to the national defence ; and, so far from being in & spirit of hostilify, that it
springs from a wish no less earnest than heretofore to preserve the most friendly relations with
Great Britain. I take pleasure in_ adding, that it is the fixed purpose of my government, in
every case, to direct its energies to the prevention of all attempts to invade the British territory,
whether by way of retaliation or otherwise. The questions that grow out of the present anoma-
lous state of things are deemed of not less importance to the interests of her Majesty’s possessions
than they are to the people of the TUnited States. The failure’ to maintain a rigid neutrality
on the Canadian border at this day may become a fruitful source of excuse for similar delin-
quency at some period or other on our side of the line whenever the temptation may arise.
1t is not for my government to indicate the precise means to be adopted by her Majesty’s
government to insure a more perfect observance of that neutrahity on her side. I may, how-
ever, be permitted to suggest on its behalf an opinion, that a policy similar to that which
was inaugurated under circumstances not altogether unlike, by the enactment of the law of
the 10th March, 1838, already alluded to in the early part of this note, might be followed
with advantage to Great Britain in the American provinces during the continuance of the

present struggle.

- %1 should fail, however, in executing the whole duty imposed upon me, i{I were not to re-
peat the expression of the sincere conviction of my government, that practically the policy of
neutrality which her Majesty has proclaimed has failed, as well in the British home ports as

" in the colonies, but most especially in the latter ; and, moreover, that it must ¢ontinue to fail
more conspicuously every day so long as an asylum is opened there to active emissaries of
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the enemies of the United States, who have it in their power to use, by means fair or foul,
the British ports and British borders as a base for felonious depredations of every descrip-
tion against the people of the United States. Neither is it deemed possible to arrive at any
remedy adequate to meet the present exigency, other than a recognition by her Majesty’s
government of the just and execlusive sovereignty of the United Stafes in all the waters and
all the territory heretofore legally under the jurisdiction of the government. In the use of
the word exigency, the full sense of its effect js perfectly understood. The welfare and pros-
perity of the neighboring British provinces are as sincerely desired on its part as they can
be by Great Britain. Ina practical sense they are sources of wealth and influence for the one
country only in a less degree than for the other, though the jurisdiction appertains only to
the latter. That this is the sincere conviction of my government has been proved by its con-
sent to enter into relations of reciprocal free commerce with them almost as intimate as those
which prevail between the several States of the Union themselves. Thus far the disposition
has been, to remain content with those relations under any and all circumstances, and that
disposition will doubtless continue; provided, always, that the amity be reciprocated, and
that the peace and harmony on the border indispensable to its existence be firmly secured.
The fulfilment of that obligation must be, however, as your lerdship cannot fail to per-
ceive, at a glance, the essential and paramount condition of the preservation of the compact.
Even were my government to profess its satisfaction with less, it must be apparent that by
the very force of circumstances, peace could scarcely be expected to continue long, in a re-
gion where no adequate security should be afforded to the inhabitants against mutual ag-
gression and reprisal, .
Political agitation, terminating at times in civil stiife, is shown by experience to be inci-
dent to the lot of mankind, however combined in society. Neither is it an evil confined to
any particular region or race. It has happened heretofore in Canada, and what is now a
scourge, afflicting the United States, may be likely at some time orother to revisit her. In
view of these very obvious possibilities, I am instructed respectfully to submit to her Maj-

ulation of both countries for all future time, :
I pray your lordship to accept the assurance of the highest consideration with which I
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,
" CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
The Right Hon. EARrL RusseLn, &c., &ec., &ec.

[Enclosures. ]

. Mr. Fessenden to Mr. Seward, September 23, 1864
Mzr. Seward to Mr. Fessenden, September 30, 1864.
. General Hitcheock to Mr. Stanton, (telegram,) September 23, 1864.
. Mr. Fessenden to Mr. Seward, September 30, 1864,
. Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley, October 1, 1864.
. Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward, October 4, 1864.
. Mr. Thurston to Mr. Seward, (three enclosures, ) October 20, 1864.
. Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley, October 21, 1864.

9. Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward, October 23, 1864,

10. Same to same, October 23, 1864,

11. Colonel Van Buren to Mr. Seward, October 26, 1864.

12. Major Austin to General Dix, October 23, 1864,

13. Governor of Vermont to Major Austin, (telegram,) October 19, 1864.

[For enclosures numbers 1, 2,3, 4, and 7, see Mr. Seward’s No. 1136, Part 2, Diplomatic
Correspondence for 1864; and for numbers 5, 6, 8, 9, and 10, see Correspondence with British
legation, same series, ] '
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Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]

No. 822.] LeGaTION oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, November 30, 1864.
SIR : * * * * * * * *

Little has happened worthy of note this week. The cabinet meetings have
been very numerous for some time past, which has given rise to some specula-
tions both here and in the French press. It is, however, supposed that projects
of materially reducing the annual charges for the military and naval service
chiefly engage the attention of ministers, Mr. Gladstone is understood to be
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anxious to return to a peace footing, and to that end some indirect pressure has
been applied to the French government to secure a quieting co-operation. Any
proceeding in this direction cannot but be received with favor by us, inasmuch
as it shows less and less apprehension of difficulties on our side of the water.
~ But whatever may have been the topics for cabinet discussion, I infer from
the announcement of Lord Russell’s return at the close of the week to his
country place, that they have been disposed of at least for some time.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
OHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, .
Secretary of State, §e., &c., §c.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.
[Extract. ]

No. 823.] : LecaTion or THE UNITED STATES,
~ London, December 1, 1864.
Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of the London Times, of this morning, con-
taining a letter addressed by Lord Russell to the three rebel emissaries who

were directed to present to him the manifesto which has been issued from Rich-
mond. * * * * * * * PR

T have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., &c., &e.

[ From the London Times of December 1, 1864, —Extract. ]
Earl Russell to Messrs. Slidell, Mason and Mann,

FoREIGN OFFICE, November 25, 1864.

GENTLEMEN: I have had the honor to receive the copy which you have sent me of the
manifesto issued by the Congress of the so-called Confederate States of America.

Her Majesty’s government deeply lament the protracted nature of the struggle between the
northern and southern States of the formerly united republic of North America.

Great Britain has since 1783 remained, with the exception of a short period, connected by
friendiy relations with both the northern and the southern States. Since the commencement
of the civil war, which broke out in 1861, her Majesty’s government have continued to en-
tertain sentiments of friendship equally for the north and for the south. Of the causes ot
the rupture her Majesty’s government have never presumed to judge; they deplore the com-
mencement of this sanguinary struggle, and anxiously look forward to the period of its ter-
mination. In the mean time they are convinced that they best consult the interests of peace,
and respect the rights of all parties, by observing a strict and impartial neutrality. Such a
neutrality her Majesty has faithfully maintained, and will continue to maintain,

I request you, gentlemen,' to accept, &c., &e.,

RUSSELL.

J. SLIpELL, Esq., J. MASoN, Esq., and A. DUDLEY Maxx, Esq. |

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 824.] LecaTiON OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 1, 1864.
Sir: I have received a visit this morning from T. B. Potter, esq., the presi-
dent of the Union and Emancipation Society of Manchester, who had been
deputed to convey to me an engrossed copy of certain resolutions adopted by
that spciety, in order that it may be transmitted to the President of the United
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States. Accordingly, I have the honor to send it forward by the present
opportunity. '

The fact is not undeserving of notice in America that many similar popular
expressions of sympathy with the renewed manifestation of confidence in the
President, shown by the issue of the election, have taken place. I have received
copies of newspapers from various parts of the kingdom containing earnest and
strong language of rejoicing and congratulation; and likewise private notes
from individuals unknown to me, who show proof of familiar acquaintance with
the principles which underlie the contest, and an ardent desire for the success of
the rightcous cause. It is highly advisable to bear in mind the existence of this
strong feeling among a portion of the people of England, in order to avoid rush-
ing too hastily to the belief that the hostility so strongly manifested by some is
to be imputed to almost all.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
' CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarb, : ‘
- Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosure. ]

Address of the Union and Emancipation Socicty to his excellency Abraham Lincoln on his
re-clection to the Presidency, November 8, 1864.

SIR : We hasten to congratulate you on the welcome intelligence that you have again
been elected to the high dignity of President’ of the United States of America; an election
which, whilst it has sealed the fate of slavery in your great country, cannot fail, under the
circumstances of the case, to impress thoughtful minds *“ as being ‘one of the most sublime
spectacles in the whole history of the world.”

Ever since the Baltimore convention adopted its platform of enlightened patriotism and
radical anti-slavery principles, and so unanimously nominated you for the Presidency, we
have not faltered for one moment in owr conviction that the people of the free States of your
great republic would be true to their instincts and highest aspirations, and that their vote on -
the 8th of November, 1864, would prove them loyal to liberty, unity, and nationality.

Nobly have they responded to the claims of duty and humanity ; and gloriously have they
vindicated and. illustrated the value and safety of popular representative government,
proving themselves worthy of those free institutions and beneficent social arrangements that
grow out of enlightened, educated, and civilized commonwealths.

The federal Union and Constitution are dearly and wisely prized by them as a sacred trust
bequeathed by their forefathers, and ought not to be Yielded in the spirit of compromise or
concession to that system of cruelty and iniquity, human slavery, which has been the blot
on your national reputation.

‘We mourn with you over the desolation that civil war is making among the families and
homes of your peeple who have given their choicest sons, their bravest brothers, their best
beloved of eartﬁ, and who are still heroically struggling to save the national life, with all
that freemen hold dear, and that brave men cling to, equal, civil, and political liberty for men
of all races, creeds, and countries ; and we believe that they will succeed. Already, during the
term of your first presidency, you have -conquered for fieedom an ares of one million three
hundred thousand square miles, which three years ago was claimed by the rebels, and doubt-
less your brave and patriotic armies will, ere long, wrest the remaining three hundred and
forty thousand square miles from the grasp of the slaveholders’ confederacy..

‘We rejoice in your re-election ** because we have observed in your presidential career a
grand simplicity of purpose, and a patriotism that knows no danger and which does not fal-
ter.””  We have recognized in you *‘an honest endeavor faithfully to do the work of your
great office, and in doing it, a brightness of personal honor on which no adversary has yet
been able to fix a stain.” We believe that you have been raised up by the providence of God
to rescue your nation from anarchy, disruption, and ruin.

By this election your people have pledged to the world their lives, their fortunes, and their*
sacred honor, that they will redeem your great country from the crime and curse of slavery ;
that it shall indeed, and without exception, be the home of the free and the brave; and that
its government, in form and in administration, shall continueto be *‘ the best and freest, the
most equal in its rights, the most just in its decisions, the most lenient in its measures, and
the most aspiring in its principles to elevate the race of men that the sun of Heaven ever
shore upon.”

We have deplored the undisgutsed sympathy which has been manifested towards the slave
confederacy in this country ; but we rejoice to be able to assure you that from the very com-
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mencement of the struggle the great majority of the working classes and no incensiderable
proportion of the middle class, together with the profoundest thinkers of our country, have
been true to the principles of right and liberty ; and by their united voice have prevented
any hostile action on the part of those who were only too anxious to recognize an empire
based upon the ¢‘ corner-stone” of slavery. .

‘We are not unmindful of the fact that in advocating the full and complete adoption of the
principles of civil, religious, and political liberty, the destinies of the peoples of this nation
and of America are inseparably linked together ; and we believe that we dealare the convic-
tion of all intelligent, honest, and unprejudiced lovers of liberty and justice, when we ex-
press our unshaken faith that you will crush the rebellion, restore the Union, maintain your
national integrity, and thereby secure the priceless heritage of freedom to your people through
all generations. .

Adopted by the executive of the Union and Emancipation Society, Manchester, November

28, 1864.
. THOMAS BAYLEY POTTER, President.
SAMUEL WATTS, Treasurer.
JOHN HART ESTCOURT, Chairman.
JNO. C. EDWARD,
EDWARD OWEN GREENING,
Homnorary Secretaries.

DMr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

[Extract.]

No. 825.] LecaTioN o¥ THE UNITED STATES, »
London, December 1, 1864.

Sir: Lord Russell has sent me still another note in regard to the Deerhound.
I forward copies of his note and of my answer.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, -
' CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiaAm H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures. ]

1. Lord Russell to Mr. Adams, November 29, 1864.
2. Mr. Adams to Lord Russell, December 1, 1864.

Lord Russell to Mr. Adams.

FOREIGN OFFICE, November 29, 1364.

Sir: In acknowledging your letter of the 10th instant, I have no wish to prolong the
controversy between us on the topic of the Deerhound and the rescue of Captain Semmes
and other persons from. drowning. On the general subject I refer you to the despatch
which I have addressed to Lord Lyons, and of which I have had the honor to send you a
copy in my note of this day.

There are, hovfever, two points to which I wish to call your attention.

The first is, that you have omitted to notice the gist of my answer to your complaint.

The question is not so much whether the act of the commander of the Deerhound, in

" interposing to save from drowning Captain Semmes and other officers and men of the Ala-
bama, was ‘‘a praiseworthy act of humanity,” and whether any proposal to restore them
to the hands of the victors in the struggle after they had reached the limits of this kingdom
could be viewed only ‘‘as a violation of the duties of hospitality.” These considerations, I
say, are not so much at issue as the question, What is the legal obligation, with regard to
t]flfise matters, of her Majesty’s government towards the United States? On this question I
affirmed—

1. That the municipal law of this kingdom gave the government no power or authority
to deliver up to the United States Captain Semmes, his officers, and men.

2. That the law of nations does not impose upon the government of the United Kingdom
the duty of delivering up to the United States persons in the condition of Captain Semmes
and such of his officers and men as had taken refuge in this kingdom.

The next point regards the differences between the United -States and Spain, to which I
referred. I do not wish to go fully into it now, although I may hereafter do so in corre-
spondence with the government of the United States. I will only point out at present the
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nature of the complaint made by the Spanish minister in 1818, and the tenor of the principal
article of treaty by which the differences between Spain and the United Stages were adjusted.

Sefior de Onis, the Spanish minister at Washington, wrote, on the 16th of November,
1818, to the United States minister to the following effect: ‘‘ Whatever may be the forecast,
wisdom, and justice conspicuous in the laws of the United States, it is universally notorious
that a system of pillage and aggression has been organized in several parts of the Union
against the vessels and property of the Spanish nation,” &ec.

After a long negotiation the complaints of Spain were satisfied by a treaty signed on the
22d of February, 1819. Article IX of that treaty states that ‘‘the high contracting parties,
animated with the most earnest desire of conciliation, and with the object of putting an end
to all the differences which have existed between them, and of confirming the good under-
standing which they wish to be forever maintained between them, reciprocally renounce all
claim for damages or injuries which they themselves, as well as their respective citizens and
subjects, may have suffered until the time of signing this treaty.”

‘Whether such a treaty would furnish any elements for negotiation between our two gov-
ernments I am not prepared to affirm. But it can scarcely be said that this treaty arrange-
ment for the mutual abandonment of claims comstituted a specific grant of compensation to
Spain by the United States for injuries complained of by Spain.

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant,
) RUSSELL.
CuarLEs Francis Apams, Esq., &c., &c., &c.

Myr. Adams to Earl Russell.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 1, 1864.

My Lorp: I have had the honor to receive your note of the 29th of November, in reply
to mine of the 10th of that month, on the subject of the Deerhound.

The reason why I omitted to enter into the discussion of the main points of your lordship’s
note of the 26th of September was, that I had been directed by my government to present
the conclusion to which it had come from a full examination of them, which appeared to ren-
der further argument on my part superfluous. Otherwise, it would have given me great
pleasure to have examined the questions, 1st, How far the absence of statute law, depending
on volition, can be urged in extenuation of the omission to fulfil the acknowledged obliga-
tions of international law; and 2d, How far the acknowledgment of the right of asylum by
a neutral power is admitted by international law to tolerate the harboring of enemies, abu-
sing that right, for the purpose of more effectually injuring the people of a friendly nation.
But I forbear, because I have no authority to prolong the controversey, and I join with your
lordship in adding that I have no such desire.

With regard to your lordship’s notice of my reference to the treaty of the United States
with Spain, as not sustaining the allegation contained in my note which foreclosed all possi-
bility of drawing the parallel between the action of the two nations which was attempted in
your note of the 26th of September, I may only be permitted to repeat my surprise that the
passage referred to should even yet have so’completely escaped your lordship’s attention.
Had you passed from the Sth article, which you quote, to the 10th, which recapitulates the
claims released and surrendered on each side, you would have found on the part of Spain an
express renunciation of four classes of claims, the two last of which are in the following
© words:

‘3. To all injuries caused by the expedition of Miranda, that was fitted out and equipped
at New York:

¢4, To all claims of Spanish subjects upon the government of the United States arising
from unlawful seizures at sea or within the ports and territorial jurisdiction of the United
States.”

I pray your lordship to accept the assurance of the highest consideration with which T
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

The Right Hon. EARL RUSSELL, &c., &c., &c.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 826.] LEcATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 2, 1864.
Sir: It is with the most profound regret that, by a telegram received from
the medical adviser of Mr. Dayton, I learn the intelligence of his death by
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apoplexy last evening. More full information will, of course, be transmitted to
you directly from the legation at Paris by the present steamer. I only express
the general opinion when I add, that the country has lost in him one of its
most valuable public servants, who has proved himself during this critical
period a most able, judicious, and discreet representative abroad; thus fully
justifying the action of the President in selecting him for a delicate duty. In
the relations which I have had with him as a colleague during our residence in
Europe, I am happy to say that I have found him uniformly courteous, active,
and disposed to co-operation in every case where there was occasion.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLruiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, §e., §c., &c.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1183.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
‘ Washington, December 6, 1864.

Sir : You will receive herewith a copy of intercepted correspondence, which
will be found to support the protests you have been instructed to offer to her
Majesty’s government against the use of the British provinces on our border as
a base for aggression, robbery, and murder.

The original papers are in my hands. We know that they are genuine. You
will use them as shall seem expedient. They are preceded by extracts from a
report of Major Geeneral Augur, by whom the bearer of the illicit correspondence
was arrested. That report deseribes the intercepted correspondence.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, ‘

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLEs Francis Apawms, Esq., &c., §c., §e.

¢

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPs,
. Washington, D. C., Novenber 12, 1864.
* x * * * * * . *

In conjunction with Colonel Wells I have examined the papers found upon his person, and
herewith transmit them for the consideration of the War Department. They are as follows,
viz: Two envelopes and enclosures. The first of these envelopes has no address written upon
it, but bears upon its reverse a seal in red wax, impressed apparently by an ordinary signet-
ring. Though the wax has been somewhat broken, the letters C. C. C. jr., or the main por-
tions thereof, can be made out. This envelope contains two enclosures. The first is a letter
upon a single sheet of white note-paper, of a very thin description, like the envelope which
contains it. This letter is dated St. Catharine’s, Canada West, and is addressed to ‘‘ My
Dear Ginnie.” It is also marked No. 20 at its head, but has no signature. At the bottom
of the 4th page is a sort of postseript, marked H. L. C., and urging that an immediate answer
should be sent. There is also posted at the head of the note a * Personal,” cut from some
newspaper, addressed to * Mrs. Caroline V. Tracy,” and signed ““T. E. Lacy.”

The second enclosure in this envelope is a letter written upon one and a half sheets of thin
blue letter-paper, alsodated at *‘St. Catharine’s, Canada West, November 1,” addressed to the
“Hon. J. P. Benjamin, secretary of state, Richmond, Va.” It relates to the recent attack
upon St. Albans, Vermont; and also to one Captain Cole, a rebel officer, captured on the
United States steamer Michigan, and appeals to the confederate government to recognize and
acknowledge the acts of these parties. This first envelope and its two enclosures I have
marked letter A. The second envelope is also of thin white paper, but bears neither seal nor
address. It contains three enclosures; first a thin piece of blank blue paper covering two
letters. The first of these letters is dated *Qctober 31, 1864,” without the name of the
place at which it was written. It is addressed at the top, * My own Dearest,” and is signed,
*“Your devoted husband,” but without the name of the writer.

This letter, as well as its companion in the same envelope, is written upon thin blue letter-

- paper, precisely like that contained in the envelope marked A. The other letter in this
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second envelope bears neither date nor address at the top, but is headed ‘* Extract from the
proposition of , sent forward.” It relates to the proposition of a party in the United
States to furnish provisions for the rebel army, on the Mississippi river, and at places within
- General Butler’s department. The second envelope and its enclosures I have marked B.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. C. C. AUGUR,
Major General Commanding.

Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

[Copied from a pressed copy that is in many places illegible.
[1864—No. 20.]

ST. CATHARINE’S, C. W., Tucsday, November 1.
[Printed advertisement pasted on.]
Mrs. CAROLINE V. TRACY, care of Major Cowan, Macon, Ga. : Don't sail or
join me unless Lawson says Imust stay. I hope to returnin November. Ihave
written weekly. None from you since June 30. Have seen Jennie.
T. E. LACY.
(Richmond Enquirer and Macon Telegraph please copy.)

My Dear GINNIE: I am disappointed, mortified, and distressed, and almost dead this
morning at receiving not one line from you or any kin in Dixie. Itis 8 o’clock a, m. I
arose an hour ago, dressed, and went to the post office for letters, as our mail from Halifax
was due. I returned with three for Bev. Tucker, from his wife, of 13th, 20th, and 30th ult.,
one from his daughter, and two from friends—six letters from home; and thus it has been
over since I reached here. He gets his regular mail, with three or more letters from his wife
and as many from others. I’ve received one letter from Lawson and two from you since I
reached Canada, the last dated 30th June. These are all I have got since in Canada; and
six letters from you since leaving you six months ago are all ever received. Now, am I not
encouraged to write and to write often by tender appeals or monitions for intelligence of me ?
Am I not repaid for writing regularly every week or ten days to you, determined to take
every chance of communicating with you? The only thing I have heard from you, save
through others, since, yours of 30th June, which reached me 15th September, was your
personal of 20th September, which reached me at Quebec, where I had gone on business on
13th December. Iimmediately enclosed to Jennie my answer to it and $10 to pay for yours
and mine. It will not, however, appear in the News till 29th October. I know not what
was then addressed to Caroline Tracy. I encloseit; but you will get it and understand.

"I have also since sent a personal to Colonel H. L. Clay, which I hope he and you will see,
inquiring, *‘Can Iretuyn at once? If not, let my wife come to me by flag-of-truce boat, via
Washington city, if she can; but not otherwise.” I was surprised and distressed by your
personal. As I told you, the President did not expect me to stay longer than the early part
of this month, and you knew it would require quite a month, under favorable circum-
stances, to get to me. I could not understand why- you should come to me to go back im-
mediately. I inferred either that you had learned I was to stay here all winter, or that you
did not hear from me, or that some fresh affliction had come upon you, that made you ifeel
like flying to me for comfort. Oh, what anxiety and suspense I have endured ! Money
cannot compensate for it. If I could only have had a personal every two weeks of about
two words only—all well—I should have been quite cheerful. As it is, in utter ignorance of
the condition of her I love best, whether living or dead, sick or well, in comfort or in want,
contented or miserable, I cannot but feel disquieted and anxious, and rather unhappy. ~ God
grant you and all my dear kin life, health, comfort, and content, until we meet again on

- earth, is my daily and nightly prayer. . -

I sent you immediately after getting your letter by Bev. Tucker all the articles you wrote
for, and several more for yourself, dear Lestia, and Matt. They reached Halifax, were sent
by the Ellen, which got into the port of Wilmington, and I therefore trust have been long
since dplivered to you by the express company, by whom they were to be carried thence. I
also sent a magniticent fan, a present from George N. Sanders, and two very superior pairs
of winter shoes, some six or eight weeks since. I again sent you, about two weeks ago, &
package of flannel, Balmoral, dresses, stockings, gloves, collars, cuffs, &ec., among them
the best blaclk sill I could find here. Accompanying each I have written to you at length.
The last was the most valuable of the packages sent. I hope you have. got them all and
enjoy them very much. Some of these last articles were for dear Lestia, as you will see, if
they ever reach you. I shall send this by an underground railroad, addressed to Lawson,
who will open, read, and forward to you forthwith. Ihope, too, if in Georgia, ke will telegraph
you, on receipt of letter, that he has it, that they are well, and that he has forwarded it by
express; for I mistrust the mails, My health continues very good, notwithstanding my
anxiety and distress, and I certainly look better than for many years. I intend, if I am not.
instructed to remain, to leave here for Halifax by the —— instant at farthest, and to try my .
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Dbest to get to you as soon as possible. But Wilmington is so closely blockaded now that it
is very Tard to get in, and I may be captured in trying to do so; and if Fisher and Caswell
are taken, or the enemy get over the bar with war vessels, I may have to go to Galveston,
Texas, or even to , and across the Rio Grande, which may require some months ere
you can hear from me. I think I shall try Wilmington, if any-blockade runner ventures
‘in after I get to Halifax. If it is desired that I stay here through the winter, you must try
and get a safe conduct and come to me by flag of truce through the United States. I can-

. not endure the thought of living till ‘spring without you. I trust I shall get an answer to
my personal to Lawson from him saying, * You can return,” or * You must stay,” so as to
seftle my purpose. Jake says he will stay till March; but I won’t, unless desired by the
President.  Something may turn up to change my views. I trust Lawson will receive this
by the bearer, sealing it as this is, so as to show if it has heen tampered with. I write on
this thin paper, and put in as thin an envelope, and seal with a friend’s seal, (C.C. C., Jr.)
Let Lawson say what seal he puts on the answer, and urge the secretary to give the bearer
their answers as soon as possible. L.’s answer need not be signed by him, and may be
addressed to Bevins Giles, St. Catharine’s, C. W. Now, I am sure you have written to me
at least twice a month. Try now personals and letters one page long, by flag of truce, to
Mrs. R. E. Coxe, (wife of our friend,) Poughkeepsie, New York, and sign your name dis-
tinetly, Caroline V. Tracy, so that Mrs. Coxe may know who you are. With love to you
and my kin and servants (?,) and invoking God’s blessing on you all, I am, as ever, yours,
with more love and reverence than should be given to any earthly creature. Farewell—I
hope not a long farewell—my precious, darling Ginnie.

H.L.C.:

Hand the within as directed immediately, and send answer of secretary within twenty-
four hours from delivery.

ST. CATHARINE'S, C. W., November 1, 1864.

SR : You have doubtless learned through the press of the United States of the raid on St.
Albans, Vermont, by about twenty-five confederate soldiers, nearly all of them escaped
prisoners, led by Lieutenant Bennett H. Young; of their attempt and failure'to burn the
town, and of the robbery of three banks there of the aggregate amount of about $180,000;
of their arrest in Canada by United States forces, their commitment, and the pending pre-
liminary trial. There are twelve or fourteen of the twenty-five who have been arrested, und
who are now in prison at Montreal, where the trial for commitment for extradition is now
progressing. A letter from Hon. J. J. M. Abbott, the leading counsel for the prisoners,
dated Montreal, 28th October, says to me: *We” (prisoners’ counsel) *‘all think it quite
clear that the facts will not justify a commitment for extradition under the law as it stands;
and we conceive the strength of our position to consist in the documents we hold estab-
lishing the authority of the raiders from the Confederate States government. But there is
no doubt that this authority might be made more explicit than it is, in so far as regards the
particular acts complained of ; and I presume the confederate government will consider it to
be their duty to recognize officially the acts of Lieutenant Young and his party, and will find
means to convey suc%] recognition to the prisoners here in such a form as can be proven before
our courts. If this were accompanied or followed by a demand upon our government that
the prisoners be set at liberty, I think a good effect would be produced, although, probably,
the application would not be received by the authorities. There will be at least a fortnight’s
time, and probably more, expended in the examination of witnesses, so that there will be
plenty. of time for anything that may be thought advisable to be done in behalf of the
prisoners.”” I met Mr. Young at Halifax, on my way here, in May last. He showed me
letters from men whom I knew by reputation to be true friends of State rights, and therefore
of southern independence, vouching for his integrity as a man, his piety as a Christian, and
his loyalty as a soldier of the south, . After satisfying me that his heart was with us in our
struggle, and that he had suffered imprisonment for many months as a soldier of the Con-
federate States, from which he had escaped, he developed his plans for retaliating some of
the injuries and outrages inflicted upon the south. I thought them feasible and fully war-
ranted by the law of nations, and therefore recommended him and his plans to the secretary
of war. He was sent sent back by the secretary of war with a commission as second
lieutenant, to execute his plans and purposes, but report to Hon. - and myself. We
_prevented his achieving or attempting whatI am sure he could have done for us, and which
may be fully explained hereafter. Finally, disappointed in his original purpose, and in all
the subsequent enterprises projected, he purposed to return to the Confederate States, wia
Halifax, but passing through the New England States and burning some towns and rohbing
them of whatever he could convert to the use of the confederate government.

This T approved as justifiable retaliation. He attempted to burn the town of St. Albans,
Vermont, and would have succeeded but for the failure of the chemical preparations with
which he was armed. Believing the town was already fired in several places, and must be
destroyed, he then robbed the banks of all the funds he could find, amounting to more than
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$200,000. That he was not prompted by selfish or mercenary motives, and that he did not
intend to convert the funds talken to his own use, but to that of the Confederate States,. I
am as well satisfied as T am that he is an honest man, a true soldier and patriot; and no one
who knows him will question his title to this character. He assured me, before going on the
raid, that his efforts would be to destroy towns and farm-houses, not to plunder or rob; but,
he said, if after firing a town, he saw he could take funds from a bank, or anything which
might inflict injury on the enemy and benefit his own government, he would do so. He
added, most emphatically, that whatever he took should be turned over to the government or
its representatives in foreign lands. My instructions to him, oft-repeated, were, *to destroy
whatever was valuable—not to stop to rob; but if, after firing a town, he could seize and
carry off money or treasury or bank notes, he had a right to do so, upon condition that they
were delivered to the proper authorities of the Confederate States.” That they were not de-
livered according to Eis promise and intention was owing, I am sure, to the failure of his
chemical compound to fire the town, and to the capture of himself and men on Canadian soil,
where being surprised and overpowered by superior numbers from the United States. On
showing me his commission and his instructions from Mr. Seddon, which were of course
vague and indefinite, he said he was authorized to do all the damage he could to the enemy
in the way of retaliation. If this be true, it seems to me the Confederate States government
should not hesitate to avow his act was fully authorized as warrantable Yetaliation. If the
government do not assume the responsibility of this raid, I think Lieutenant Young and his
men will be given up to the United States authorities. If so, I fear the exasperated and
alarmed people of Vermont will excite cruel and summary vengeance upon them before they
reach the prison of St. Albans. .

The sympathies of nine-tenths of the Canadians are with Young and his men—a majority
of all the newspapers Justify or excuse his act as merely retaliation—and they desire only the
authority of the Confederate States government for it to resist their extradition. The refusal
of extradition is fully warranted by the like course of the United States in many cases cited
lately in the Canadian papers, which I cannot now repeat, but which you can readily find.
The refusal of extradition would be of a salutary political influence it is thought, both in the
British provinces and in England. I cannot now explain why. I trust, therefore, for the
sake not only of the brave soldiers who attempted this daring exploit, which has caused a
panic throughout the United States bordering on Canada, and the organization of forces to
vesist, as well as the arbitrary and tyrannous order of General Dix touching the coming
presidential election, but for the sake of our cause and country, that the President will as-
sume the responsibility of the act of Lieutenant Bennett H. Young, and that you will signify
it in such form as will entitle it to admission as evidence in the pending trial.

I send the special messenger who bears this that your answer may be brought back by him
within ten days, or by the 11th instant. The final judgment can and will be postponed for
the action of the Confederate States government as ‘long as possible, certainly for ten days.

T avail myself of this opportunity to bring to your notice the case of Captain Charles H.
Cole, another escaped prisoner of General Forrest’s command, who was taken about six
weeks since in the Michigan, (the federal war steamer on Lake Erie,) and is charged withan
attempt at piracy, (for attempting to capture the vessel,) with being a spy, &e. The fact is,
that he projected and came very near executing a plan for the capture of that vessel and the
rescue of the prisoners on Johnson’s island. He failed only because of the return of the
Captain (Carter) of the Michigan a day sooner than expected, and the betrayal (in conse-
quence of C.’s return) of the entire plot. The only plausible ground for charging him with
being a spy is, that he was in Sandusky, on Johnson’s island, and on the Michigan fre-
quently, without having on his person the confederate uniform, but wearing the dress of a
private citizen, Mr. and I have addressed a letter to the commandant at Johnson’s
island, protesting against his being treated as a spy, for the following reasons: ¢ That he
was in the territory of the United States as a prisoner against his consent; that he escaped
by changing his garb; that he had no confederate uniform when he visited Sandusky, John-
son’s island, and the Michigan; that he did not visit them as an emissary from the Confed-
erate States; that whatever he conceived, he had not executed anything; that he had con-
veyed no information to his government, and did not contemplate conveying any information
to the government.” His trial has been postponed. I know not why, or for what time.
His exchange should be proposed, and notice given that any punishment inflicted on him
will be retaliated upon an officer of equal rank. He is a very brave and daring soldier, and
patriotic, and deserves the protection of his government.

I wrote to you on the 14th June, to the President 25th June, and to you on 11th August
and 12th September last. I trust you received those letters. Mr. = (who I see has
gotten into the Confederate States) has doubtless explained things here. I have never re-
ceived a line from you or any person excepting my brother at Richmond. I have not changed
the.views expressed in my former communications. All that a large portion of the northern
people, especially in the northwest, want to resist the despotisnd at Washington is a leader.
They are ripe for resistance, and it may come soon after the presidential election. At all events
it must come, if our armies are not overcome and destroyed or dispersed, No people of the
Anglo-Saxon blood can long endure the usurpations and tyrannies of Lincoln. Democrats
are more hated by modern republicans than southern rebels, and will be as much outraged
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and persecuted if Lineoln is re-elected. They must yield to a cruel and disgraceful despotism
or fight. They feel it and know it.

I do not see that I can achieve anything by remaining longer in this province: and unless
instructed to stay, shall leave here by the 20th instant for Halifax, and take my chances for
running the blockade. If I am to stay till spring I wish my wife to join me, under flag of
truee, if possible. I am afraid to risk a winter’s residence in this latitude and climate.

I need not sign this; the bearer and the person to whom it is addressed can identify me;
but I see no reason why your response should not be signed and sealed, so as to make it
serviceable as suggested in respect to the St. Albans raid. A statement of prisoners’ coun-
sel has been sent by way of Halifax and Wilmington, but it may never reach you, or not in
time for the deliverance of the prisoners. This is my chief reason for sending this by one I
think I can trust. :

Please reply promptly, and start the messenger back as soon as possible. He will explain
the chaéracter of his mission. Send under a seal that cannot be broken without being dis-
covered.

T am, respectfully, your obedient servant.

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of State, Richmond. Va.
N. B.—See the secretary of war, (Mr. Seddon,) touching Young’s case.

B.
OCTOBER 31, 1864.

MY owNDEAREST : The party taking this leaves here to-night. If he reaches you safely
he will deliver most important communications from Mr. C. and myself. .I must ask you
and May to copy mine in {arge handwriting, that it may be easily and intelligently read. R.
will show it you. If either or both the plans are acceded to, I must remain here during the
winter, and, therefore, I must beg you and A. to join me if you can come through the north;
if not, do not attempt the blockade: it is too perilous, and I should be wretched to think you
were coming that way. If these plans, which I have labored to perfect as I never labored be-
forein all my life, are not adopted, then I can see no further object in my remaining here, and
you need not join me, but I will you as soon as possible. I do not, however, anticipate a
refusal by the department to acquiesce, for all our friends here whom I have consulted con-
sider the plan most eligible and fortunate for the government. Indeed, this will be in a short

‘time at least the only course we have left open. If all is well, therefore, I shall expect you

to leave as soon as you conveniently can after you have been informed of the favorable en-
tertainment of the enterprise. .

1 received all your letters written at Afton, in September, down to your letter of the 30th
September, the day you returned to Richmond, this morning, and what a glorious, comforting
treat they were to me! Tell Mr. —— his usual scratch note, which I managed better to rea
than usual; and that I will send his letter to Miss K. promptly. Tell him she paid me &
visit, taking lunch with me, and leaving me a shawl for him, which I will send or bring him
when I can. She seems to be very devoted to him. I sent him a letter from her via Hali
fax, or Washington.

How thankful I am, my own love, that our kind Father in heaven has preserved our dear
boys through so many changes, and you, my own precious darling, and little A., and dearE.,
in health and christian patience through so many trials and privations. O! may He give me
a grateful and humble heart for all his wonderful mercies towards me—unworthy, sinful
creature that I am. )

Mag’s letter, by flag of truce, of 17th of @ctober, is the latest intelligence from you. . °
shall send a personal directed to little A. to-morrow, which you may get before this. Do
stir R. to attend to my business promptly and energetically artd with life and spirit. Iwould
do as much, and a thousand times more, for him were it in my power. I sympathize truly
with J. W. Tower and his family. Give him my love. How blessed are we in the disposi-
tions and habits of our boys. I hope you have received before this the shirts, hats, cloth, the
shoes sent you, all from Toronto; the cavalry boots and uniform for Jim, and fifty dollars in
American gold, sent you by the Hon. J. P. K., who I see got safely in, although the steamer
was lost, and Mrs. Grenhowe and other lives.

I have tried to communicate with my dear sister and send her a little gold, but have been
wholly unsuccessful in both. May the Father to whom she is so faithful have her and her
dear ones, to the third generation, in his holy keeping. I am grieved to hear our noble, brave
boy is so destitute of clothes, but hope ere this his wants have been supplied. T am sur-

rised that the president has not even replied to your application for a cadetship for him.
on’t give it up. General Custis Lee might help you.

My thumb is entireiy well, but I have given it, of necessity, a great tax this morning,
having been writing for five or six hours without resting. . I shall await anxiously replies to
these, };z(a.rticularly as reunion with my darling depends upon it. May God bless you.

ours, &c.

2DcC
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Extract from the proposition of ( Sent forward.)

He promised, by showing me to my entire satisfaction that the parties whom he repre-
sents, and is connected with, are powerful and influential with the government of the United
States. He says, through the influence of the parties referred to, I have arranged to get at
least one-half supplies, (meat,) the other half greenbacks, for all the cotton your (our)
government inay feel disposed to part with—the first five or ten thousand barrels of pork or
bacon to be landed at any port Mr. Seddon may designate, on the east side of the Mississippi,
or as much more on the west side, if General Kirby Smith, or any other confederate com-
mander, needs them. After this delivery the way is perfectly clear to deliver anywhere
within General Butler’s department. It must, of course, be obvious to you (me) that a con-
cession so great was made only with the understanding that it should be kept with the most
sacred secrecy ; and although it presents upon its face a general rule for the sake of protect-
ing the Executive (Mr. Lincoln) to whom alone we are indebted—the main intention is that
it should be carried out by my (his) own friends, and such others as only will be useful to us.
In order, then, that we may have the fullest benefit from the arrangement, I would suggest
that what may be done shall be done in the name of a single individual, or his.agent, so far
as the delivery of the supplies and the receipt of the cotton are concerned ; touching the dis-
position of the portion paid in funds, this can be received and disposed of as you (the
department) may determine—either in the United States, or in Europe, or in the Canadas, by
instant conversion into

To show how thoroughly the enterprise has been arranged, there are now 10,000 barrels of
pork purchased and ready for shipment, the moment the details are perfected, &c., &ec.

It was then purposed to get me a pass to go through the lines, but.in this I fear they have
failed, and that the alternative course has been adopted, to wit, sending the goods by the
hand of Mr. D. Preston Parr or Mr. Tolosa. We—— to the plan. I would urge through
you upon the department, first, that the only objectionable feature in it consists in the
receivinﬁ greenbacks for one-half of the cotton instead of provisions for the whole, for the
reason that it is the policy of the government (ours) not to trade in the currency of the enemy
or countenance such trade by the people. The wisdom of the regulation in the abstract is
clear. Indiscriminate barter in this money would of course be seductive and dangerous.
But this objection does not lie with the same foree int operations of government ; and if it did,
it is weakened if not wholly removed by the fact that these funds need not and would not_
enter into the circulation within our own country, but could be paid over to agents desig-
nated by the government, either in the United States, Canada, or Europe, and at once be
converted into sterling. Thus their possession- and- immediate conversion would place for--
eign funds at any point desired, either for purchase, payment of interest, &e., &e. Again,
the programme submitted commends itself to favorable consideration, as that it is indorsed
by the highest official in the United States government. Certainty of execution and expe-
dition are thus secured. Our ability and facility for producing this kind of provisions are
daily becoming more circumscribed and precarious by the presence ot large armies and their
destructive raids in the rural districts. We are left, then, mainly to rely upon what may be
introduced through the blockade ; but we may be said now to have only one port where the
success of blockade-running is at all commensurate to the risk incurred. This port is Wil-
mington; and we have it from the most indubitable source that great efforts will presently be
made to capture Wilmington; or, failing in this, to seal far more xigorously herport. Where,
then, are we tolook for those indispensable supplies, if not through the cupidity and avarice
of our enemies? To gratify them is as hateful to me, I trust, as to any compatriot in my
land; but starvation, or even scanty or uncertain rations to our patient, enduring, and excel-
lent army is a more fearful and abhorrent alternative. Under these circumstances I think it
behooves us to embrace the opportunity offered to supply ourselves with the great necessity.
I believe it is, if not the only, the surest and most expeditious mode of accomplishing the object
upon a sufficient and certain scale.

The provision question in the®errible struggle for our national existence is one, if not the

reatest, we have had to solve; and if my mission shall result in the inauguration of a plan
for the certain subsistence of our noble armies, I shall be as thankful to God as if I had
achieved a successful military campaign. Should it, on the other hand, be attended with
failure, (albeit no fault of mine if these plans are not accepted,) I should never feel bappy if
I had not remained to share the discomforts, danger and trials of the humblest soldier in our
ranks. Independent and outside of this I have made a contract with a party by which sup-
plies of meat will be furnished at Mobile by written permission of the President of the United
States to the free passage of the blockading fleet at that port. The first steamer has already
sailed, but she only carried 300 barrels of pork—the rest assorted cargo; but Iam assured by
the party ‘“that if there is no delay or difficulty at Mobile the steamer’s trips will be hereafter
from New Orleans, where cargoes of meat provided from St. Louis will go rapidly in and
Teceive cotton upon the terms of my order, a pound of cotton for a pound of meat.” He then
- proceeds to say: ‘* If this arrangement fail, it will be because of difficulties on the other side;
meaning with us! My contract with_the party is for the delivery of 5,000,000 of pounds ;
and this is in accordance with the order.  But there are other important considerations in
this plan.  The President authorizes the breaking the blockade. What complications may not
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be produced by this with foreign governments ?”” I gave the party a letter to the military,
naval, and civil authorities, requesting safe ingress and egress for any ship or steamer or ves-
sels of any character under the provisions of my contract.

Under these circumstances, and Judge C. desiring tosend a special messenger home, I have
united with him in sending, at much expense, a young man whom we believe to be sound
and trustworthy. His engagement is to go directly through, deliver these and other papers,
and return to us with replies. Accordingly I send him at once to you, believing that public
and personal considerations will impel you to lay before the secretary with great promptness,
reading them to him yourself, suggesting that he advise the authorities at Mobile without
delay of such an arrangement, that their aid and co-operation will be given to such deliver-
ances, &c., &c. You will know, by a reference to boyhood’s days, at the conclusion of this,
that it is genuine, and that the party whe bears it is ‘‘all right.” Any replies you have to
send let them be written on as thin paper as possible, and sealed with your large seal, that
I may be equally secure that the communications are genuine, and have not been tampered
with. God bless you and yours and all ours, and deliver us and our bleeding country from
the hands of our enemies!

Do you recollect Ottie Harrison, and how much like me you thought him because he was
rough* ***Oh, but no rougher than you ; no, but big.”

You had better get dear J. & M. to copy this distinctly and in large writing. I have written
it thus for obvious reasons.

OCTOBER 31, 1864.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 830.] LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 8, 1864.

Sir: I transmit herewith a copy of the London Times containing a report of
the proceedings in the Court of Queen’s Bench in the case of the Crown against
Mr. Rumble. [t will be seen that the matter went off, for the moment, on a side
issue. An adjournment was made to enable the defendant to fortify himself
against unexpected evidence. There is no reasonable doubt of his guilt, but it
is equally certain that great efforts will be made to get him clear.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
: CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRD,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[From the London Times of December 6, 1864.]
"COURT OF QUEEN'S BENC'H, ‘WESTMINSTER, DECEMBER 5.

(Sittings at Nisi Prius, before the Lord Chief Justice and & special jury.)
THE CASE OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

THE QUEEN vs. RUMBLE.

This was an indictment, under the foreign enlistment act, against an officer in her Majesty’s
dock-yard at Sheerness, for assisting in the manning and equipment of a vessel-of-war, with
intent that she should be engaged in the service of the Confederate States. The case had
arisen thus: In November last year a war-steamer, called the Scylla, a gunboat of 500 tons,
carrying six guns, was sold by the admiralty at Sheerness. Soon afterwards she was found
to have got into the hands of persons who were fitting her out for the confederates; and, in
fact, she was taken over to Calais, and there hoisted the confederate flag, and was called
the Rappahannock. An inquiry before the magistrates was thereupon instituted by the gov-
ernment, which was conducted by Mr. W. V. Harcourt, and the result was, that in January
last the defendant was committed for trial on charges under the foreign enlistment act:
“That he did unlawfully hire, retain, engage, and procure, and attempt and endeavor to
hire, retain, engage, and procure divers persons to enlist and enter and engage to enlist and
serve and be employed in the service of and for and in aid of certain foreign States, prov-
inces, and people, commonly called the Confederate States of America, and of the persons
assuming to exercise the powers of government in and over the said States, &c., as sailors
‘and otherwise in sea-service for, under, and in aid of the said foreign States, &ec., and the
persons assuming to exercise powers of government in and over the said States, &c., and
to go and agree to §o, and embark from the port of Sheerness for the purpose and with the
intent to be enlisted, contrary to the statute in su¢h case made and provided.” And, further,
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that he did unlawfully, and without the leave and license of her Majesty, equip, furnish,
and fit out, and knowingly aid and assist, and was concerned in the equipment, furnish-
ing, and fitting out of a certain ship called the Victor, otherwise called the Scylla, otherwise
called the Rappahannock, with the intent and in order that the ship should be employed in
the service of certain foreign States, provinces, and people, commonly called the Confed-
erate States of America, and of the persons assuming to exercise powers of government over
the said States, provinces, &c., and with intent to cruise and commit hostilities against the
United States of America and the subjects and citizens of the said United States, with whom
her Majesty was not then and is not now at war, contrary to the statut. in such case made-
and provided. The charges thus made, it will be seen, involved some of the questions
raised in the case of the Alexandra as to equipment, and also other questions under the pro-
visions in the statute relating to enlistment; and though the charges as thus stated by the
magistrates appear short and simple enough, they were, necessarily, for the purposes of in-
dictment, expanded into a great number of counts, to hit the various words of the statute
under each head of charge. To understand the charges against the defendant and the in-
dictment it is necessary to know the enactments of the statute. The statute (59th George
III, chap. 69) is entitled ‘“An act to({)revent the enlisting or engaging of Lis-Majesty’s sub-
jeets to serve in a foreign service, and the fitting out or equipping in his Majesty’s domin-
ions vessels for warlike purposes, without his Majesty’s license;”’ and the preamble recites
that ‘¢ the enlistment, &ec., or equipping, &ec., for warlike operations in or against the do-
minions of a foreign state may be prejudicial, and tend to endanger the peace and welfare:
of the kingdom ;” and then the second section provides that ‘‘if any natural-born subject.
of his Majesty, without the leave and license of his Majesty, shall enlist or enter himself to-
enlist, or shall agree to enlist, &c., to serve as a soldier, or to be employed, or shall serve in
any warlike operation, in the service of or for or under or in aid of any foreign prince, state,
&e. ; or accept or agree to take or accept any commission, warrant, or appointment as an
officer, or shall enlist or enter himself, or shal. agree to enlist or enter himself, to serve as a.
sailor or marine, or to be employed or engaged, or shall serve in or on board any ship or ves-
sel-of-war, or in or.on hoard any ship or vessel used or fitted out, or equipped, or intended
to be used for any warlike purpose, in the service of or for or under or in aid of any foreign.
power, prince, state, &c., or engage, contract, or agree to go, or shall go, to any foreign
state, country, &c., with -anintent or in order to enlist or enter himself to serve, or with in-
tent to serve, in any warlike or military operation whatever, whether by land or sea, in the
service of or for or under or in aid of any foreign prince, state, &c., or as an officer or a.
soldier, or in any other military capacity, or as an officer, or sailor, or marine, in any such
ship or vessel as aforesaid, although no enlisting money, or pay, or reward shall have been
or shall be in any or either of the cases aforesaid actually paid to or received by him, or by
any person to or for his use or beuefit; or if any person whatever within the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, or any part of his Majesty’s dominions elsewhere, &ec.,
shall hire, retain, engage, or procure, or shall attempt or endeavor to hire, retain, engage, or
procure any person or persons whatever to enlist, or enter, or engage to enlist, or to serve or
to be employed in any such service or employment as aforesaid as an officer, soldier, sailor,
or marine, either in land or sea service, for or under or in aid of any foreign prince,. state,
&e., or to go or to agree to go or embark from any part of his Majesty’s dominions, for the
purpose or with intent to be enlisted, entered, engaged, or employed as aforesaid, whether
any enlisting money, pay, or reward shall have been or shall be actually given or received
or not—in any or either of such cases every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor,” &c. Then comes the celebrated section 7 as to equipment of vessels :

“““That if any person within any part of the United Kingdom, or in any part of his Majes-
ty’s dominions beyond the seas, shall, without the leave and license of his Majesty for that
purpose first had and obtained as aforesaid, equip, furnish, fit out, or arm, or attempt or en-
deavor to equip, furnish, fit out, or arm, or. procure to be equipped, furnished, fitted out, or
armed, or shall knowingly aid, assist, or be concerned in the equipping, furnishing, fitting
out, or arming of any ship or vessel with intent or in order that such ship or vessel shall be
employed in the service of any foreign prince, state, &c., or shall within the United King-
dom or any of his Majesty’s dominions, &c., issue or deliver any commission for any shi
or vessel to the intent that such ship or vessel shall be employed as aforesaid, every such
person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, &c., and every such ship or
vessel, with the tackle, apparel, and furniture, together with all the materials, arms, ammuni-
tion and stores which may belong to or be on board of any such ship or vessel, skall be for-
feited.” ‘

Such are the principal provisions of the statute on the subject. It is to be observed that,
as the vessel got safely away, it was impossible to take proceedings, as in the case of the
Alexandra, for a forfeiture. Such proceedings would have been, as in that case, in the court .
of exchequer. T'he present proceedings were on the penal part of the above enactments,
which not only entail a forfeiture, but also render the parties concerned punishable for a mis
demeanor. Therefore, the proceeding is by way of indictment and in this court. The in-
dictment was one of enormous length, comprising 166 counts, of which it may suffice to
give a brief but careful analysis. In a gengral way, it may be said to be divided under two
Jieads—the first and larger portion relating to the enlistment of men ; the second, as to the
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equipment of the vessel. The general analysis is this: The first ten counts charge the de-
fendant with ap offence under the second section, in hiving, &e., one Maloney. The 110 fol-
lowing counts charge him with a similar offence with reference to the ten other men. The
next 16 counts charge him under the same section with counselling and procuring four of the
men to enlist and enter themselves to be employed in the confederate service. The remain-
ing seven counts charge him under the seventh section with equipping, furnishing, or fitting
out the vessel, or with attempting to equip, fit out, or furnish her. This general analysis,
however, will hardly suffice to enable the reader to follow the case without a more particular
analysis. The first six counts charged that the defendant did procure, &c., one Maloney to
enlist, &c., and to engage to enlist, &e., and to go and embark with intent to be enlisted,
&e., (varying the counts to meet the words of the statute,) *‘as a sailor on sea service” in
2id of the Confederate States. ~ The next four counts, from the seventh to the-tenth, charge
that the defendant did procure, &c., Maloney to be employed, &c., in warlike operations by
sea in aid of the Confederate States. Then follow ten sets of similar counts, (11 to 124,) each
set the same as the first ten, charging that the defendant did procure, &c., to be enlisted
cither ‘‘as a sailor in sea service,” or in warlike operations by sea, one of ten other men,
named Frith, Ginno, Hurford, Brooks, Bailey, Goode, Newton, Spendiff, Thompson, Hall,
and Shaw. These are the counts under the statute—the foreign enlistment act itself. Then
come four sets of counts, each of four counts, (121 to 136, inclusive, ) which charge a misde-
meanor at common law, in counselling four of these men—DBrooks, Maloney, Goode, and
Newton—to enlist and serve. Hach of these sets of counts charges that the defendant
did counsel and procure (one Brooks, &c.) a natural-born subject. &c., without the leave
or license of her Majesty, to enlist, &c., and to serve, &ec., *“ on board a certain ship-of-war
intended to be used for warlike purposes” in aid of the Confederate States. Then came sev-
eral sets of counts (137 to 166) upon the equipment clauses of the statute. The first set
charge that the defendant, without leave or license, did equip, furnish, and fit out a certain
ship with intent that the same ship should be employed in the service of the Confederate
States, with intent to commit hostilities against the United States ; and one count (139)
charges that he did “‘equip, furnish, and fit out” a vessel with intent to commit hostilities
against the United States. The next set (140 to 148) are the same as the last three, except
that they charged that the defendant ** did attempt and endeavor to equip ” or ¢ furnish "’ or
¢ fit out "—one of the three counts charging an attempt to ‘‘ equip,” a second an attempt to
¢ furnish,” and a third an attempt to ** fit out.” Then follow a set of counts (149 to 157) the
same as the last nine, (i. e., as 139 to 148,) except that they allege that the defendant did
procure to be ¢ equipped ? or ‘ to be farnished” or “to be fitted out,” &c. The last set of
.counts (158 to 166) are the same as the nine preceding, except in alleging that the defendant
¢ Qid aid and assistand was concerned in the equipping” or ** the furnishing ”” or ** fitting out "
of a vessel with intent that the same should be employed in the service of the Confederate
States, or with intent to commit hostilities against the United States. Such is the analysis
of the numerous counts in the indictment. It only remains to give the first count as a speci-
men of their form and frame. It charges that the defendant, on the 24th of November, 1863,
within the United Kingdom, at Sheerness, in the county of Kent, unlawfully and wilfully
.did hire, retain, engage, and procurc one Maloney to enlist as a sailor in sea service (or ‘‘ to
go and embark from ﬁnat port with intent to be enlisted,” &ec.) for, under, and inaid of cer-
tain persons assuming to exercise the powers of government in a certain foreign country—
that is to say, for, under, and in aid of the Confederate States of America. Tt will be ‘ob-
served that the matter occurred at Sheerness, and the offences are said to have been com-
mitted there, and ordinarily the indictment would have been preferred and the trial had at the
_assizes for the county of Kent; but the foreign enlistment act expressly provides that the
indictment may be preferred in the Court of King’s Bench, and, onaccount of the importance
.of the question which it involves, it was accordingly so preferred, and the bill or indictment
was found or presented by a grand jury of Middlesex in last term—that is, in the month of
June. The grand jury were charged by the senior puisne judge of this court, Mr. Justice
Crompton, and we fully reported his charge at the time. The grand jury having found the
Dbill of indictment, the defendant pleaded ‘‘not guilty,” and the case was set down for trial
.Of course it could only be set down in its order, and in that order it now came on for trial.

The solicitor general, Mr. Lush, Queen’s counsel, Mr. Hannen, and Mr. W. V. Harcourt
appeared on the part of the Crown; Mr. Bovill, Queen’s counsel, Mr. Karslake, Queen’s
counsel, Mr. Serjeant Ballantine, Mr. Macnamara, and Mr. Gifford were for the defendant.

On the jury being sworn, Mr. Harcourt briefly opened the case, stating that it was an in-
dictment under the foreign enlistment act, to which the defendant had pleaded * Not guilty.”

Mr. Bovill suggested that the witnesses be out of court. )

The solicitor general at once assented, suggesting one or two exceptions, to which the
learned counsel at once assented. The solicitor general then proceeded to state the case to
the jury. This, he said, is a prosecution under the foreign enlistment act—a statute passed,
as the preamble states, for the better preservation of the peace of the country, and therefore
2 statute of great importance to the welfare of the kingdom. Gentlemen, when I tell you
that the defendant was an officer in hér Majesty’s service as inspector of floating machinery
at Sheerness you will readily believe, I am sure, that this prosecution has been instituted by
the government with much pain and regret. But when you hear the nature of the case, and
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when you hear the evidence, you will see that the government had no choice, but that it was
their imperative duty to submit this case to the consideration of & jury. Gentlemen, I wil
first call your attention to the provisions of the statute, and then I will endeavor to make ¢
short but succinet statement of the facts of the case. The learned solicitor general then cited
the statute at length, beginning with its title and preamble, and then the various provisions
as above set forth, These he commented upon as heread them. He observed that the le%lis-
lature had undoubtedly used a great number of words, and it might be a question whethe:
the multiplicity of words tended rather to elucidate or to obscure t e meaning. But, at all
events, it is abundantly obvious that it was intended to prohibit the mischief against which
the act was directed, as appears by its title and preamble—that is, any of the Queen’s sub-
Jects being engaged in military service or warlike operations under any foreign state or power.
Now, gentlemen, I will state—not argue—the view which the Crown take upon the con-
struction of the statute. Their view is shortly this: that any equipment of a vessel with the
prohibited intent is the offence created by the statute; that is, in other words, that it is not
necessary that the equipment should be itself of a warlike character, but that if any person
equips or aids in the equipment of a vessel by providing her with sails or rigging, or motive
power, engines, or boilers; in fact, if he assists in any equipment whatever, he is guilty of
an offence under the statute, provided always that it be proved that any equipment which he
was & party to was made with the intent that the vessel should be cnabled to cruise and
commit hostilities against some eountry at amity with our Queen. That, gentlemen, is the
view which the Crown takes of this statute. . N ow, gentlemen, upon the breaking out of the
war a proclamation was issued by the Queen, in which it was declared that her subjects, upon
pain of her displeasure, were not to infringe the provisions of the statute. Gentlemen, with
that proclamation every subject of her Msjesty must be presumed to have been acquainted,
but certainly no officer of the Queen could pretend to be ignorant of it. And now, gentle-
men, I will proceed to a short statement of the facts. In 1857 there was a screw gunboat
built for the Crown, called the Victor. She carried six guns, was about 350 horse-power,
and her tonnage was about 500 tons. She was employed for some time in the navy, but
being found not very available for the government service, the admiralty accepted an offer
from Messrs. Gordon, Goleman & Co., shipowners in London, to sell her to them. The offer
was accepted in November last year, and she was sold for £9,000. On the 6th of November
Messrs. Coleman were registered as the owners of the vessel, although it would appear by
subsequent statements of Mr. Rumble that Messrs. Coleman were not the real owners, and
that the real owner was a Mr. Zachary Pearson. The vessel was delivered to the purchasers
on the 10th of November. Before she was delivered the warlike fittings were taken out, and
she was sold without masts, or sails, or rigging.  After slight repairs she was delivered to the
purchasers, and taken out of the dock-yard and anchored in the Thames. That was on the 10th
of November, and a new name, that of the Scylla was then given to her. Tt was given out
that she was destined for a voyage to China. Preparations fora voyage were proceeded with
rapidly. The parts of her most defective were the boilers. A number of men were put to work
upon them. They were supplied with fresh tubes, and rapid preparations were being made to
send her to sea, the men being engaged ostensibly for the purpose of going to China. Now, gen-
tlemen—and this part of the case can be placed beyond all doubt—she was purchased and equip-
ped, not for the China trade, but to become vessel of war in the confederate service. The
equipment, however, proceeded up to the 24th of November, a date to which your particular
attention will be called. On that day the parties interested in her appear to have received
some intelliEence which changed their plans, for in the evening of that day, instead of pro-
ceeding with the equipment, she was suddenly, in the night, taken out of the Thames to sea,
and subsequently was taken to Calais. No soomer was the vessel out at sea than the mask
was cast off, and all disguise thrown away. The name was changed to the Rappahannock ;
a confederate captain came on board of her at Calais, who said he had been mate of the
Alabama, and took possession of her as captain; a fresh flag, the confederate flag, was
hoisted; the officers appeared in uniform; there was no disguise; the character of the vessel
was openly discussed; it was given out that she was a man-of-war ; the crew were called on
deck ; they were “mustered,” and required to sign what they called ““articles of war"—that
is, articles for serviee; they were offered £8a month and £10 bounty, and prospects of prize
money were held out, and the captain said, *“I shall fight for my country and for glory, and
you will fight for fame.” Some pressure was put upon them at that time; they were in a
foreign country, without the means of returning home, and many of them were, unhappily,
induced to enlist. The preparations for equipment, which had been interrupted, were pro-
ceeded with; a number ‘of boiler-makers were sent for from England, and many of them
were induced to leave their employment in the dock-yard without leave, and when they re-
turned they were discharged as having been absent without leave. Attempts were made to
enlist more men; a large store of coals was talken in; but at’this point the French govern-
ment stepped in. The French government, not choosing their poyts to be made the scene of
hostile operations, intexposed and prevented any further equipment of the vessel, and, by the
short and summary process of mooring a man-of-war across her bows, prevented her going
out of port, and she has been kept & prisoner in the harbor ever since. Such, gentlemen, is
a short outline of the history of this vessel—first, the government gunboat Victor, next the
merchant ship the Scylla, bound for China, and then the confederate war steamer the Rap-
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pahannock. Now, probably, there never was heard of a move audacious attempt on the part
of abelligerent to violate neutral sovereignty and neutral territory. I will now, gentlemen,
inform you what part Mr. Rumble, the defendant, took in these matters, and I regret to in-
form you that, according to the evidence, he took an active part, if not the principal part, in
the equipment of the vessel and procuring for her a erew. The evidence, i¥ it bears out the
instructions I have received, will, I think, leave no doubt whatever in your minds that he
knew perfectly well from the beginning the true character and destination of the ship. He
was frequently, indeed almost daily, on board the vessel superintending her equipment; and
you will bear in mind that she had ceased to belong to the government, and they had noth-
ing to do with her. She was ostensibly a merchant vessel belonging to a private firm, and
Mr. Rumble, as inspector of floating machinery, had nothing to do with her. Still, he was
there almost every day, giving directions upon the subject of her equipment. He procured
boiler-makers and set them to work, and gave them directions what they should do to the
boilers. He ordered new tubes to be put in; he gave directions with respect to the rigging

_ and the other equipments. The vessel was masted with the aid of Captain Hall, of her Ma-

jesty’s ship the Cumberland, a ship which had apparatus for masting vessels, and the use of
‘which was applied for to assist in masting her; and I understand that Captain Hall, wishing
to try the new apparatus for the purpose, consented to allow it to be used. But inasmuch as
the government have no reason to suppose that he knew of the destination of the vessel at
that time, they have not thought fit to lay any blame upon him, though they were not at the
time aware that this had been done. Well, Mr. Rumble was constantly on board, superin
tending the equipment of the vessel, which proceeded up to a certain point, and then it was
interrupted. But, further, he took an active part in manning the vessel.” He was held out
as the person to whom men seeking employment on the vessel should apply; they applied to
him, and he received their applications; he himself engaged men in different capacities, and
agreed with them as to the amount of wages they were to receive; when they went to sea he
paid them their wages for some weeks, held out inducements to many of them to join the
vessel, and said that he would, when they were at sea, take care that the portion of their
wages they did not want should be transmitted to their wives. He paid the passage of sev-
eral men from Woolwich to Sheerness when they went to join the vessel. And I am informed
that on the afternoon of the 24th of November, when the vessel left the river, he was on board
as late as 5 o’clock in the evening, when preparations for departure were going on. He was
down in the cabin with the real owner, Mr. Pearson, and the persons then in command ;
several of the crew were brought into the cabin, and then Mr. Rumble endeavored to induce
them to enlist for a long voyage. He failed as to some; some of them refused to sign the
articles, but some were induced to do so ‘““for a trial trip,” as it was said—*‘a trial trip.”
Mr. Rumble was then present while the articles were being signed, endeavoring to induce the
men to enlist. Now, gentlemen, as to the enlistment, one point of law for which the erown
contends is this—it arose at the late assizes in the case of the ¢ Queen vs. Jones,” which was
tried before the lord chief justice, (and which we reported towards the end of last term,)
viz: that if he was a party to the procuring of these men to serve on board a confederate ves-
sel of war he is guilty of an offence, on whatever pretence the men were engaged; whether it
was that they were to go to China or on *‘a trial trip,” if the men were actually engaged and
employed, and if he procured them to be employed in that service, he is guilty of an offence
against this act; and it is not the less such an offence because a fraud was practiced on the
men. Now, gentlemen, it will be proper that I should state the evidence which bears upon
this question. There will be no doubt that he, from the beginning, knew the character and
destination of the vessel; at all events that he knew it before he went to Calais. T will call
before you several of the men, who will tell you what he said, and one or two of the men he
endeavored to induce to sign by representations of this kind: *You will not only have pay,
but perquisites beyond the pay;” and to one of the men he said, “*If you cruise on board that
ship and you live to return, you will not want to work any more during your life.”” I shall
show you from one witness—I believe a highly respectable witness, whom Mr. Rum-
ble endeavored to engage, but did mot succeed in engaging—that on Mr. Rumble
asking him to be second engineer, and the man saying that he had not sufficient clothes, Mr.
Rumble said, ‘‘Clothes don’t signify, for when you get on board uniforms will be provided—
a gray uniform ; there is plenty of cloth on board, and we will make it up into uniforms for
the crew.” Now, if you believe that, there can be no question as to Mr. Rumble knowin
the destination of the vessel. What was the mate of a vessel in the China trade to do wit
gray uniforms? Mr. Rumble appeared to know all that was going on in the vessel, and
told the men that the captain would join when she was at Calais—a promise. which was ful-
filled, for there the late mate of the Alabama came on board as captain. But the case does
not stop here. The vessel went away from the river on the 24th of November, and three or
four days afterwards, I think on the 28th, Mr. Rumble himself went to Calais, and went in
the same boat with & number of boiler-makers, who were going from some dock-yards to as-
sist in the completion of the equipment of the vessel. And I am informed that Mr. Rumble
was on board the vessel when the scene I have described took p’lace, and that he was on
board, if not on deck, at the time the captain summoned the crew and engaged them for the
service, and he was, I am informed, in the cabin when some of the men received the bounty
for their enlistment. But the case does not stop even there. Mr. Rumble returned, and one
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or two particulars occurred to which I must call attention. At all events, when he returned
he knew the character of the vessel. Indeed, he had known it before, according to his own
account, for he referred to a statement in the newspapers as to the hoisting of the confederate
flag at Calais. So he knew of that fact, and if, as I presume will be set up by my learned
friends, his counsel, he was imposed upon and deceived, and did not know that the ship was
more than a mere merchant ship before she left the river, what would be his feelings upon
hearing that a gross fraud had been practiced upon him, and that he, a Queen’s officer, had
been practiced upon and deluded into assisting in fitting out a belligerent vessel? One
would suppose that he would have shown indignation, and that at all events he would have
insisted upon washing his hands of the whole affair. But I am informed that after, by his
own showing, he knew that this was a vessel of war, on a man applying to him for employ-
ment on the vessel he said, *I will speak to the confederate agent about you, and procure
you employment.” And further, I am informed that upon his return to Dover from Calais,
when he-had been on board the vessel, meeting with one of the boiler-makers who had been
employed on the vessel, but had returned, Mr. Rumble used every kind of persuasion to in-
ducehimto goback toher: Gentlemen, this is an outline of the facts which, as I am instructed,
I shall be able to prove. I have purposely made it-only an outline, for it will be better that
you should hear the details from the witnesses themselves. Gentlemen, probably the wit-
nesses called on the part of the Crown will, many of them, be the subject of severe cross-
examination, and remarks may be made upon their testimony, perhaps deserving of your
attention. You will observe that, from the nature of the case, these are the only witnesses
the Crown could possibly call before you. As to two or three of them, I think it proper to
say that they have written a letter to Mr. Rumble exonerating him from all share in the trans-
action. That will be a very proper topic for cross-examination, and if it is resorted to, there
will be an explanation. It would not be proper for me to enter fully into the circumstances
by which it may be explained ; but I am informed that Mr. Rumble got them brought into a
private room, and administered to them what he called an oath. that the statements made in
the depositions were not true. You will see by-and-by whether or not this is the truth.
Now then, gentlemen, that is the case against Mr. Rumble. I do not impute to him that he
has been actuated by base or mercenary motives, that he is a paid agent of the confederate
government, or has proposed to himself any pecuniary advantage or emolument for his part
of the transaction. I am willing to suppose that he has been led away by sympathy with
the confederate cause, which in some persons amounts to enthusiasm, into & temporary for-
getfulness of his duties. Far be it from me to impute it to any man as a blame, stiil less as
a crime, that he feels a sympathy with either of the belligerents. We must all have our
sympathies. Thought in this country is free, and expression also is free: but no man is free
to act in contravention of the law; and I am sure you will agree with me that if every sub-
ject of the Queen is bound to obey the law and the Queen’s proclamation, that obligation is
much stronger upon those who bear the Queen’s commission,

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. We have nothing to do with that. It may be matter for con-
sideration for the court at another stage of the case, (if it should reach that stage,) but we
have nothing to do with it now. '

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Quite so. Gentlemen, I am glad to see that my learned friend,
Mr. Bovill, appears on behalf of this gentleman, and will, I am sure, exercise to the utmost
his great abilities in order to secure, by every fair and honorable means, the acquittal of his
client. If he shall succeed in satisfying you that the statements of the witnesses are not
true, or, if true, that they can be explained, consistently with the innocence of Mr. Rumble,
I shall be satisfied, and I am sure you will agree with me. But if the facts shall be substan.
tially established as I have stated them, then I am satisfied that as the Crown has done its
duty in instituting this prosecution, you will faithfully and fearlessly perform yours by
vindicating the law of the country. .

Captain Wise, captain-superintendent of Sheerness dock-yard, was then called and examined
by Mr. Lush, Q. C. He gave the particulars of the vessel, and stated that when the ship was
sold her warlike equipments were taken out of her, and she was sold and delivered without
masts, stores, or engines, boilers, or machinery. An application by the purchasers for the
stores was refused, and she was sold without fixtures. Messrs. Coleman, merchants, were .
the purchasers. The defendant, Mr. Rumble, had nothing to do with her connected with his
duties.

Cross-examined by Mr, BOVILL:

And you had nothing to do with her?
Noj; not after she was fitted up.
Nor Captain Hall?
o.
Nor Mr. Rees, the masteririgger?
No. ‘
hNow, first, did you, the eaptain-superintendent, allow her to be docked after she was pur-
chased ?
Certainly not; it was before the purchase was completed.
The witness was pressed as to whether, after the purchase, Messrs. Coleman did not apply

iy
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the admiralty to have the ship docked. He said there was such an application, and it was
referred to the dock authorities, and she was docked on the 8th of October.

Mr. BoviLL. That is exactly what I wanted to know. The ship, then, was, after the pur-
chase, and at the request of the purchaser, docked at the dock- rard ?

WiTNESS. Yes; under orders from the admiralty. ‘

Mr. BoviLL., With your sanction, as captain-superintendent ?

The witness stated that it was before the purchase was completed.” He was pressed as to
this, and desired to refer to ths papers. The witness then produced the purchaser’s written
requisition, dated 17th of September, 1863: ““We beg you will give permission to place in
the dry-dock the vessel we have purchased from the admiralty, for the purpose of examining
her, with a view to taking her away under steam, it being done at our expense.”

The LorRD CHIEF JUSTICE. That shows it was after the purchase.

The witness stated, that upon this there was an order to dock the ship, though it could
not be done at once. 'The witness then read the answer, dated 27th of September: *‘ My
lords approve of the Victor, purchased by Messrs. Coleman, being docked on the 10th of
October, for the purpose of inspecting her bottom, at the purchasers’ expense.” The witness
then went on to state, that on the 8th of October ‘‘the government officials”_took the ship
out of the Medway and put her into the dry-dock at Sheerness, and examined her. It was
all, he said, ‘‘done by t]I;\)e government.” He did not know, he said, if any one was there
on the part of the owners, but it was done at their expense. During the time she was there
no repairs were done, except repairing an accident, &e., but she was thoroughly examined.
On the 13th of October she was taken out of dock into the basin, and on the 2d of Novem-
ber out into the river, and there her masts were put into her. Nothing was done until after
the 12th of November, after she was given up. It was on the 10th of November she was
given up, and after that the owners sent down the masts.

Mr., BoviLL. Were they not put into her by Captain Hall, captain of the Steam Reserve,
and with the aid of a government ship—the Cumberland?

Yes. :

Mr. BoviLL. Was her rigging put up by riggers belonging to the dock-yard?

1 believe it was ; but after working hours. I had no control over them after those hours.

Mr. BovILL. Was she at the government moorings? .

b Yes; as she had no anchor, the owners usked that she might be made fast to a government
uoy.

Mr. BoviLL. And she was taken out by a government tug?

Yes.

Mr. BoviLL. And remained at the government moorings until she was given up?

Wirness. Ibelieve, after she had her masts in her, she lay at her own anchors.

Mr. BoviLL., Well, I suppose it was well known to every one that she was lying there
being fitted out? :

It could be no secret, as she was lying there.

Mr. BoviLL. And it was understood she was going to China?

Yes: we so understood.

%nd you rendered every assistance ?

es.

And made no objection to the men working on her after working hours?

No; it is not unusual when a ship has been sold to render every assistance to her.

Mr. BoviLL. And the inspector of machinery afloat might be disposed to do so, eh?

Yes; he might.

Mr. Rumble is an officer who has been twenty years in the service of the Crown?

Yes; he has.

And he would be entitled to a pension, or his widow ?

Yes; according to the rules of the service.

Well, the vessel lay there known to every one—the officers and the public?

Yes. [The witness said she lay in the river from the 2d till the 24th of November.]

Mr. BovILL. Now, just tell me this—you have not been able to keep federal spies out of
the dock-yard, eh?

Well, there have been men mixed up with these matters.

And some have been dismissed, have they not?

None have been dismissed; one man asked for his discharge.

Well, there have been federal spies, I believe?

Spies on both sides.

The LorRD CHIEF JUSTICE. What do you mean by federal spies?

WiTNESS. Why, my lord, there were men who were gaining information about this vessel.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. It is very remote from the present matter.

Mr. BoVILL elicited that one man named Warne had got his discharge on this account,
and wanted to pursue the subject further; but

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE said it was irrelevant, and he would not permit it..

The next witness was the man Firth, who was examined by Mr. Hannen. He said he
had been a breaker-up of ships at the dock, and he stated that in the autumn of last year
he had been engaged to work upon the ship by a Mr. Ferguson, who said he ‘was chief en-
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gineer. I was to meet a Mr. Carr before going on board. No one was with Carr then. I,
Cole, and Hurford were together. We were to meet Rumble in the dock-yard at Sheerness,
Carr said while going down in the train. We went to the dock-yard at about 11 a. m. to the
Steam Reserve office and met Rumble about half-past 1. Rumble was coming through the
dock-yard gate. Carr went and spoke to Rumble. We went towards the water side, and
Rumble sung out and told Carr to go down to the dock-yard pier, and take a boat and go of
to sce the Scylla, and"he would be off assoon as we. We went on board. Rumble was on
board before us. On board Rumble spoke to Carr. I didn’t hear what he said. We were
then put to work. Carr was second engineer on board the Scylla. Carr ordered me to go
down, and told me to look after the stores. I was engaged upon her till she sailed, and
afterwards. Rumble paid the first week’s wages. He paid me on board the ship. He then
told me he would allow us a guinea a week while we stopped there. Then I asked him
where she was going. He told me he didn’t know where she was going to, but if I went
away in the ship ang lived to come home again I shouldn’t have to work any longer. Then
he said he would like to go me halves. That's all that passed with me.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. How long did you continue there ?

‘WiTNESS. Three weeks, and one or two days at Sheerness. Rumble came on board
often—sometimes twice a day, and other days oftener. He was taken ill, but until he was
taken ill he came on board every day. He told me if I wanted anything on board I was to
let him know. T applied to him for several things; they were for the use of the ship—
shovels, tools, rakes, &c., and a cask of oil. He put them down in his pocket-book, and
they were sent ou board next morning. This went on till the time of the vessel going away.
I went away with the vessel between 9 and 10 on a Tuesday night. On that night I did
not see Mr. Rumble on board. I saw him on board that afternoon before we went away,
just as we were going to dinner. Mr. Ferguson called us into the cabin. Mr. Rumble was
there. They called me into the cabin, and Rumble asked me if I was going to sign the
ship’s articles. Itold him yes. Rumble offered me six pounds a month, and I asked him for
cight pounds. Mr. Rumble said, ‘‘Here's one of the owners,” pointing to Mr. Pearson,
“‘and he can’t afford to give more than six pounds.” M. Pearson then told me he wou d
give me eight pounds. Mr. Rumble asked me how I'd like to have the wages. I told him
I wanted to handle my own meney. He asked me if I couldn’t trust him to send it home
to my wife. I told him I'had nothing but what I stood upright in. No more passed. I
didn’t sign the articles. Then he told me to go out of the cabin and send my mates in. -1
did. That night we went off. I was in the engine-room, on the platform. ~That was my
place.

By the Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE :

Afterwards we agreed with Mr. Ramnsay for fourteen days. We went to Calais. 1
didn’t know where I was going, nor when she was going to start. On Saturday they
said she would go on Wednesday, and she went on Tuesday. We sighted Calais about
4 in the afternoon. Mr. Ramsay commanded the vessel to Calais. We dodged about
off Calais all night. Went in next day. A flag was hoisted outside the harbor. It
was white, with a union jack at the top corner, a red stripe down the middle, and
thirteen stars. [Paper handed to witness.] This is like it, but it ought to have a red
stripe down the middle. I was told that it was the confederate flag. I remained three or
four days on board at Calais. I didn’t like to go in her when I saw the flag. Another cap-
tain came, Captain Campbell, and we were called aft and told he was the captain. He was
then in plain clothes. He asked us to go in her, and some of us said ‘‘ Yes” and some said
“No.”  He told us she was a confederate man-of-war, and he would like to have us all go
in her. I wouldn’t go. I did not see Rumble on board while at Calais, nor at Calais. The
captain addressed us the day after our arrival at Calais. The next day he came on board in
uniform—a gray suit. Mr. Rumble paid our expenses on the first occasion from Woolwich
to Sheerness.

Cross-examined by Mr. BOVILL:

Mr. Ferguson engaged me, and he had engaged Carr as engineer. Ferguson was a
friend of mine. I had been to sea with him before. I never conversed with Rumble
about going on board the ship. I knew Carr before Hurford. Cole was with us. I
knew Cole before. I then worked on board the Caledonian in Victoria docks. She
was a government ship. No repairs were going on on the Scylla when we went there.
Only the cook and Mr. Ramsay were on board, and Mr, Rumble.” There was nothing being
‘done at the time. Carr told us what to do. It was to work at the engine and boiler.
Boiler-makers came on board and worked. The tubes were very bad. While we were at
the buoy nothing was done but knocking about the boiler. I am now employed at breaking
" up ships at New-yard, Mr. Castle's.

Mr. BoviLL. Have you within three months received anything but your wages ?

Only twelve shillings and six pence a week. I believe it comes from Rochester—I think
from Essell, Knight, and Arnold.” They give me that to keep me from going to sea. I have
been receiving it for five or six weeks past.

The SoLICITOR GENERAL. I may state that several have received this to prevent them
from going away. We could not retain seafaring witnesses otherwise.
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By Mr. BoviLL. Cole, Brooks, Ginno, and I received this. I have been at Castle’s a fort-
night. Before I received the money from Essell, Knight, and Arnold I received nothing.
J. Brooks, Cole, and Hurford are at Castle’s.

Mr. BoviLn. How do you all come to be at the same place? .

WiTNESS. Luck, Isuppose. (A laugh.) O’Kelly and Warne came there sometimes. I
first knew O’Kelly when we first came back from Calais.

Mr. BoviLL. He has been attentive to you since, and refreshes you with beer occasionally?

Yes.h (A laugh.) We sometimes have had it together. When we feel dry we drop in
anywhere.

Mr. BoviLL. And O’Kelly moistens your throats? (Laughter.)

Yes.

Mr. BoviLL. Did O’Kelly ever take you anywhere to make a statement?

WitTNESS. No; I went to meet him. I went to London on my own business, and ran up
against him. (Laughter.) When I met O’Kelly we went into a public house. He treated
me to a pint of beer, and I and he drank it. I met him at the bottom of Fenchurch street.

Mr. BoviLL. When did you first make « statement to any one about this vessel?

About this time last year I went into a public house with O’Kelly and two_other
gentlemen, and that was the first time I ever made a statement about it. It was the Derby
Arms. O'Kelly and these two came to Woolwich factory, and took out me and Brooks, and
Ginno, and Bailey, and Hurford. 1 had only seen O’Kelly once before that, the morning
after I came from Calais. Five of us had a drop with him.

By the LorRD CHIEF JUSTICE :

We had three pots of half-and-half, but didn’t get tight. (A laugh.) .
The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Brush your mind up a little. 'When did you see him?
The first day after I came back from Calais, Then I was to meet him up in
London. I made no statement in London. Heé promised us all a ship. Never heard him
say we should have * good berths” or ‘‘good pay.” O’Kelly don'’t give money to stay. He
never gave me anything, only beer—plenty of that. (Laughter.) I don’t know who he is,
where he lives, nor anything about him. ~ I was told to meet him in Mitre street, near Lon-
don bridge. I last saw O’Kelly one day last week and this morning. Had no beer this morn-
ing. Would like to have a little drop. (Laughter.) I mean to swear that O’Kelly never
gave me money—let me see; yes, he gave me 12s. 6d. the week before last, at Woolwich, at
_a public house, at the Tom and Jerry, and beer at the sae time. Brooks and I were there.
I never saw him give Brooks 12s. 6. ; 12s. 6d. is all he has ever given me. I stated before
. the magistrates at my examination what they asked. I believe I didn’t then say anything
about what I have now said regarding Rumble’s saying that he would go me halves,

Mr. BoviLL. Did you ever make one statement about that until after the third meeting
with O’Kelly?

WiITNESS. I can’tsay that I didn't o that I did. Mr. Rumble first conversed with me about
signing the ship’s articles. Mr. Ferguson called me into the cabin. It was in the cabin that
articles were first mentioned. Mr. Rumble spoke to me about them.

Mr. BoviLL. Did you not swear before the magistrates that Mr. Ferguson told you to go
into the cabin to sign the ship’s articles? .

WITNESS. Yes; he first spoke to me about the articles. Then Rumble asked whether I
was going to sign. I don’t }mow whether or no I said anything about Rumble telling me to
sign the ship’s articles. Rumble never said anything about what we were to have after we
left Sheerness. Ferguson engaged us. On Saturday morning Mr. Rumble paid me. He told
‘me we were to have a guinea a week and provisions. I had made no arrangement up to that
time except with Ierguson. We didn’t know what we were to have until Rumble paid us.
1 thought she was going to run the blockade or going to China in the opium trade. No one
told me where she was going. I had no notion of enlisting in the confederate service. The
talkk among the men was that she was going to China in the opium trade. I was engaged to
go a trial trip as far as Brest. ’

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. Who engaged you?

WiTNESS. Mr. Ramsay, as storekeeper. When we got to sea we found the boilers and the
tubes very bad. The riggers at Sheerness were employed about the ship, painters, &e., of
Sherness, and other tradesmen. I should have declined to enter the confederate service. At
Sheerness they offered us £10 bounty; no, it was over at Calais. When we were off Calais
the flag was made on board.  The boilers were not being repaired at Calais while I was on
board. Captain Campbell came on board the same night or next morning. He called us aft
and told us she was a confederate vessel. As far as I know, it was the first any of us had
heard of it.

A JUROR. What wages would have been given for the ordinary trip to China?

WrITNESS. About £4 10s. or £5. It would be the same for the opium trade.

Re-examined by the SOLICITOR GENERAL: .

Ferguson didn’t agree with me as to terms. Then I came to Sheerness and went on board
the vessel. and M. Rumble was there, and nothing was said about wages. The fitst occa-
sion Mr. Rumble came on board and ordered all aft. We stood round Mr. Rumble. He
pulled out the money, and said, **I intend to give you a week,” and paid me. Tle paid me the
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next week £1 1s. He only paid me two weeks. The third week Mr. Ramsay paid us out
side the Foundling inn at Sheerness. When we were called into the cabin Mr. Rumble firs
spoke to us about articles. Mr. Rumble left the ship soon after. I made no statement t
O’Kelly the first time in London. I was examined by the magistrates at Sittingbourne a fort
night after I met O'Kelly. I only answered the questions putto me. I’'m sure I told O’Kelly
about Mr. Rumble saying he would like to go halves. I stated it of my own accord. I go
12s. 6d. from Essell, Knight, and Arnold’s, and 18s. wages from Castie’s. I received it tc
prevent my going away. I was going to the Baltic. I was going away last March to rur
the blockade. (To the Lord Chief Justice.) I was prevented by Essell, Knight, and Arnold
I should have got £5 a month to run the blockade; and out there they get something in ad
dition.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. How was it you could not go away in March?

They sent me word I was under a bond.

The LogD CHIEF JUSTICE. How came O’Kelly to give you 12s. 6d. ?

I suppose it was for my regular wages from Essell, Knight, and Arnold.

James Hurford, one of the men mentioned in the indictment, was the next witness. He
was examined by Mr. Harcourt. He said, I am a ship-breaker. I was employed las
autumn on board the Scylla. I was sent there by Mr. Ferguson. He sent me from Wool
wich to Sheerness. I saw at Sheerness Mr. Rumble. No one told me to go to him. Iwen
with the rest. I had nothing to say to him the first time. I went on board ship after I san
Mr. Rumble. Some time after I was working on board I saw Mr. Rumble. No agreemen
was made for wages for some time after I went on board. We went aft and asked Mr
Rumble some day or two after we came on board; all of us went. My expenses from Wool
wich to Sheerness were paid by Mr. Rumble after we went on board.” Rumble told us h
was authorized from the company to pay us at the rate of £1 1s. a week, and our provision
would be added on board. I agreed to those terms. I remember the ship sailing at midnight
That day I saw Mr. Rumble on board, but not to have any conversation with him. I was
on board when she went to Calais. I stayed there seven or eight days. I was cleaning up
When Rumble paid me he told us that the captain was not in England at present, but woul(
be in England in the course of three or four days’ time, and he would make agreement witl
us. I was to be leading stoker. Nothing was said to me about signing articles before I go
to Calais. Captain Campbell was the captain at Calais. Captain Campbell asked me tc
sign the ship’s articles. I did not consent. Captain Campbell told me what she was. 1
didn’t know before I got there. "I declined going on conditions—unless I had watch anc
watch on shore while she was in harbor every other night, as in an English man-of-war
Captain Campbell would not agree to it, so I didn’t sign. Before going to Calais Captain
Rumble said he would send our money.

Cross-examined by Mr. KARSLAKE, Q. C.: :

I was not told that I was to be leading stoker till I had gone on board. I and Carr, Cole
Firth, and Cozens were on board. He was pressed as to what was said about the ca tain,
and whether it was not said by Mr. Rumble that when the captain or owner came he shoulc
have no more to do with it. A difference arose as to whether he had said that, or whethe
he had said that *‘ then agreements would be entered into or completed.”

Mr. Hannen said he was bound to siate that he had taken this note of what the witness
said, ‘‘that the captain was not in England and he would make agreements with us, as he
had then nothing more to do with it himself.”

The solicitor general stated that, as his learned friend had this note, it must be taken thai
the witness had so said.

Mr, Bovill and Mr. Karslake said they had not taken it.

The witness then repeated that wbat Mr. Rumble said was that *“ the captain would make
agreements with them when he came, as he (Rumble) had nothing more to do with it him-
self.” ’

The cross-examination of the witness by Mr. Karslake was then continued, and it was
elicited that he said to the defendant that it was not usual that men engaged in merchant
ships should pay their own expenses upon coming to their ship, and that then Mr: Rumble
paid him and Firth their expenses to Woolwich. He repeated that he saw Rumble on board
on the day the ship sailed; but the superintendent of police was alsothere. He was pressed
as to whether they were not both on board searching the vessel to see if government stores
were not on board, but he could not say. He was asked whether he had not said that the
defendant had said he merely paid the men because the owner was away; but he said tha
what he had said was that the captain was away. Upon this his deposition was put into his
hand, in which he had sworn that the defendant had said he paid the wages because the own-
ers were in London, and had requested him to pay the men, and he said he did say so.
Being asked again, however, he said that what the defendant said was that the owners had

- asked him to pay the men, but that it was the captain who was away. The deposition was
again appealed to, but

The,lord chief justice said the depositions before magistrates were often badly taken down.

Mr. KARSLAKE. Still it may be that he is wrong now.

‘The cross-examination of the witness by Mr. Karslake was then continued. He was
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pressed as to money received from Knight and Essell, the admiralty solicitors at Rochester,
&ec. He said he was still in the admiralty service. He was pressed as to how often he had
seen O'Kelly. He said he had seen him perhaps thirty or forty times, but could not say..
He had seen him at Calais. O’Kelly came to see him sometimes at.Woolwich, where he was
at work, and perhaps might ¢“veport.” He had seen Firth with him. He was often at the
factory gates.

Mr. KARSLAKE. What does he say ?

‘WiTNESs. He asks me how I am. :

Mr. KARSLAKE. He asks after your health, eh? Is that what he reports about, eh ?

. WITNEsS said he did not know, but he supposed O’Kelly came to see that he did not run
away. (Laughter.)

Mr. KARSLAKE. Oh, he is a sort of spy over you, is he?

Witness said he did not know, but O’Kelly looked after him.

The witness was re-examined by the solicitor general, and stated that Ramsay was on
board acting as captain, and told him he was to speak to Mr. Rumble, and afterwards Mr.
Rumble told him the captain was away. After that Mr. Pearson came and acted as captain.
He came on the day the ship weut out from Sheerness to Calais. Both Pearson and Ramsay
were on board, and he believed that Ramsay had most to do with the navigation. At Calais
Captain Campbell came, and he supposed Pearson left. He did not see him afterwards.
Before starting Ramsay had acted as captain.

The next witness examined was Coles, who was examined by the solicitor general. He
applied, he said, to Ferguson, who told him to join the ship. e went down to Sheerness
with Carr and two other men. Subsequently he went on beard the ship and saw Ramsay
there. He did not then see Mr. Rumble, but saw him in the factory, and saw him on board
some few days afterwards. He got his passage-money from Hurford, but saw Rumble give
it him, being close by at the time. Captain Ramsay was on board at the time. Mr. Rum-
ble was so frequently on board that he could not say when he saw him next. Mr. Rumble
gave him a guinea in the course of a week, he being then on board, and saying they were &
good lot of men and he did not want to lose *‘ the run of them.” The amount of wages had
not been then settled, but then Mr. Rumble told them they were to receive a guinea a week
and their food. Mr. Rumble also-said he hoped they would be contented, and that they
should have good food, but no grog. They were to have a guinea a week as long as they
remained there, and they were paid the second and third weeks’ wages by Mr. Rumble.
Some of the men put the question to Mr. Rumble where the ship was going, and he did not
give any satisfactory answer.

Mr. BoviLL. What did he say ?

WirNEss. He said that when we came home he should be glad to go halves with us in
what we should receive. Witness went on to say that he saw Mr. Rumble constantly on
board and looking about, as if it was his business to see that everything was fitted up prop-
erly, and he gave directions and asked questions—for instance, as to the boiler tubes; and he
said that if the men wished to send any of the money to their friends he would see to it.
They wanted the men to sign articles; the day they left Sheerness they were sent for ** aft,”
and went down into the cabin, There they saw Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Rumble, Mr. Ferguson,
and another gentleman. He did not know if it was Mr. Pearson. Mr. Rumble asked the
men if they intended to join the ship. **I,”” said the witness, ** declined to join. I declined
to sign articles. Mr. Rumble asked if we would go in the ship on a trial trip, not to exceed
fourteen days.” Witness said he would go on a written condition, and Mr. Rumble said he
agreed to it. Witness produced the ** condition,” which ran thus:

‘‘ The undexsigned agree to act as firemen on board the s. s. (screw steamer) Scylla, on a
trial trip, not to exceed fourteen days, at the rate of £8 a month; to be sent to London at
owners’ expense.’’

This was signed by Mr. Ramsay, and Mr. Rumble was present. Until they started, Mr.
Ramsay acted as captain.  'When they got off Calais, they looked up and saw a flag flying.
He knew what it was, as he had seen it at sea, but he was so agitated about the boilers
(which were in a very bad state) that he did not know what was said about it. The new
captain came at Calais and sent for the firemen, represented himself to them as their new
captain, and told them that they ‘‘must consider themselves as confederate men-of-war's
men.” He wanted to know if they would sign articles, and witness said he would not. Mr.
Rumble had offered them £6 a month if they would engage to serve with the ship; that
was when speaking of the trial trip; that was what was offered if they would remain with the
ship, but the men wanted £8. .

OXNE OF THE JURY. We wish to know whether at that time it was not asked where the
ship was going.

The witness said it had previously been asked of Mr. Rumble, as he had already stated,
and no direct answer was made. Nor did he afterwards hear him say where the ship was

oing.

The JURY. What made you ask as much as £8 a month?

The witness said he had bad it before, as third or fourth engineer.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. It had no reference, then, to the particular voyage

" WrTNEss. No, it had not.



30 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

The witness was then cross-examined by Mr. Bovill. - He said that he came home from
China about twe months ago, and had only received three weeks’ wages, (12s. 6d. a week.)
He did not know from whom. .

“Mr. BoviLL, Was it from O'Kelly ?

Witness said he did not know. Being asked as to what had taken place down in the
cabin, he said he and Firth, Hurford, and others, were there, and that Mr." Rumble said that
he was authorized by the *‘ company '’—that is, the firm of owners—to pay them a guinea a
week. Until he saw the confederate flag at Calais he did not know anything at all about
the ship being for the confederates, and when he had signed the paper he had no idea of any-
thing but a ““trial trip.” The boilers, he said, were very bad, only fit for a trial trip. They
might, however, be got into good condition in a few days. The witness went on to state
that a government tug took the ship out of harbor the day she left Sheerness. He came up
on board and saw the government tug towing her. e

Captain Wise here exclaimed: The greatest falsehood ever told! )

Mr. BoviLL. You must not speak so loud, Captain Wise. You were not there at the time.

CarTAIN WISE. No; but it is not possible. . .

Mr. BoviLL. Then you ought not to say so, sitting there representing the Crown.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Captain Wise did not mean what he said to be heard.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE examined the witness closely as to this. He swore positively
that he was certain that it was a government tug. He had been in the government service
and knew a government tug when he saw it. There could, he said, be no mistake about it.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL pressed him as to when it was.

The WITNESS. When we went out from Sheerness to Calais; the night we left.

[The witness spoke quite positively and firmly, and there could be no mistake as to what
he meant. His statement seemed to create the utmost surprise among the counsel for the
Crown.]

Newman was the next witness; he was examined by Mr. Lush. He said he was referred
to Mr. Rumble by a Mr. Greathead, and was referred by Mr. Rumble to the mate. He asked
the ship’s destination, but could get no satisfactory answer. At last witness said he told Mr.
Rumble that he would go. He was to go on the Wednesday, the 25th of November, but she
went on the Tuesday, the 24th,in the evening. He afterwards went to Mr. Rumble about
it, and he (Mr. Rumble) said: “‘I suppose you are aware she has arrived at Calais?” He
said he was, as he had seen it in the newspapers, and that she had hoisted the confederate
flag. [It was not clear from the witness’s way of giving his evidence whetler he had merely
seen it or had said that-he had seen it, but he stated that Mr. Rumble had not said it.] He
said that he had been in the American service, and on the coast of America, and Mr. Rumble
said he ‘‘thought he would be &, very useful man,” and *‘that he was going to London to
see the confederate agent,” and would drop witness a note, and he left him with that under-
standing. Mr. Rumble knew he was in the government service, and asked him if he could
get his discharge. .

Mr. LusH, Did he or you say anything about the confederate flag?

‘WrtNEss. No; but I had seen it in the papers that the vessel had hoisted that flag. Being
afraid of getting himself into trouble, the witness said, he threw the whole affair up.

Cross-examined by Mr. BOVILL:

The witness said that Mr. Greathead, who referred him to Mr. Rumble, was au officer of
the dock, and Mr. Rumble referred him to the mate, who was Ramsay. He did nof know
when the ship was at Sheerness that the ship was for the confederate service; but at the
time he had the conversation with Mr. Rumble, after the ship was gone, it was known, and
was a matter of general conversation, that she was a confederate ship. He went on to say
that he wanted to make money, and he did not care whether it was in the federal or confed-
crate service. (Laughter.)

Mr. BovILL. Are you an American? ,

WiTNESS. No; but I was a good many years in the American service.

The LOrD CHIEF JUSTICE. In the service of the United States ?

‘WITNESS. Yes. . . .

Mr. BoviLL., Well, I suppose you had some inducement to go abroad—eh ?

WiTNESS. Yes; I had a wife and family. (Laughter.)

The witness explained that for the sake of his wife and family he would not mind going
abroad to make money.

Mr. BOVILL., But no other inducement—Mr. O'Kelly, eh?

‘WiTNESS. No, I don’t know him; I wanted to make money.

Mr. BoviLL. Are you quite sure Mr. Rumble spoke to you about the confederate agent ?

Witness said he was. He was pressed a good deal as ta this, but adhered to it, and said
that Mr. Greathead and Mr. Rumble’s son were present at the time.

Mr. BoviLL., Do you know that Mr. Rumble’s son is in the Mediterranean, in the Wizard

unboat ?
& ‘Witness said he knew that he was in the naval service ; he did not know where.

Mr. BoviLL. Where is Mr. Greathead ? o

Witness said he believed he was at Malta, as an engineer in the government service.
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Mr. Bovill elicited that this witness had not been examined before the magistrates, so that
he now heard this for the first time. ) i

The lord chief justice observed that this was most important, and withont asking any
decision to be takeun at the moment, when the case for the Crown is closed, perhaps it may be
proper to give you an opportunity of having those witnesses present.

Mr. Bovill said he was much obliged to his lordship. This was the first time he had heard
that they were present. It was true that the solicitor for the treasury, Mr. Greenwood, had
two or three days ago very kindly sent him a copy of the new dépositions, but they did not
disclose that these persons were present.

Mr. Lush pointed out that they did disclose that young Mr. Rumble was present.

Mzr. Bovill said he had not observed it ; if he had he should have applied for a postpone-
ment of the trial.

The witness was then re-examined by Mr. Lush as to the tugs, with a view to show that
there were only two tugs in the harbor, and that, so far as he knew, neither of them was
employed to tow the vessel out on the night of her departure. One, he said, was under re-
pair, and could not have gone; the other did not go, so far as he knew. :

Mr. Bovill was allowed to cross-examine the witness onjthat point, and clicited that he was
not quite positive that there were only two government tugs in the port at the time.

After which, ' .

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE said: Mr. Solicitor General, after the evidence given by this wit-
ness as to the conversation with Mr. Rumble, it would be but reasonable to afford to the de-
fendant the opportunity of producing those persons who were present, because the evidence
is caleulated, if not answered, to produce a strong impression, and it would be but reasona-
ble, as it has taken the other side more or less by surprise, that they should haye an oppor-
tunity of producing the two persons who are vouched as having been present. That neces-
sitates an adjournment of the case; and then it occurs to me that if it is to take place it
would be better that it should take place at once, and not, as I at first thought, after the case
for the Crown had been concluded ; because, after an adjournment at that stage the evidence
will not be so freshly and vividly on the minds of the jury as if it took place now. On the
trial being resumed I shall read over the evidence which has now been taken, and perhaps,
upon the whole, it will be better to adjourn at once.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I think so, too.

Mr. BoviLL. I concur in so thinking. )

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. Looking at the nature of the case, I think it will be so. - It
is unfortunate that these two witnesses are away, but their evidence is so important that it
would not be satisfactory to. continue the case without it.

The JURY. When is the trial to be adjourned to ?

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. Till the sittings after next term, jn February. You will take
care to keep your minds in the mean time free from all impressions upon the case.

Mr. Bovill observed that he hoped the admiralty would render their assistance to procure
and produce the two witnesses referred to, and who were both in the government service.

The solicitor general said he had no doubt the admiralty would do so.

The trial was then accordingly adjourned until February. .
: : Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.
No. 1185.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, December 9, 1864.

Sir: I have received from the consulate at Liverpool the despatch of the
18th ultimo, a copy of which I enclose, velating to alleged enlistments of
men in England for our military service, and informing me of the circumstances
of the detention of the Great Western at that port. 1 will thank you to apply
to Mr. Wilding for copies of the newspaper slips from the Liverpool Journal of
Commerce of the 16th ultimo, the Liverpool Daily Courier of the 17th ultimo,.
the Liverpool Daily Post of the 18th ultimo, and the Liverpool Daily Mercury
of the same date, which accompanied his despatch. _

Although it seems hardly necessary, I repeat to you what I have written on
former occasions, that this government has no knowledge of any design on the
part of agents or of officers in its employment, or on tke part of other persons,
to enlist recruits for the military or naval service of the United States within
the jurisdiction of her Britannic Majesty, or in any other foreign state, in con-
travention of laws prohibiting such enlistment, and that it would disapprove of
any such proceedings.
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If any person acting without authority in this instance, or in any other, has
violated the laws of Great Britain on this subject, he will be left to their pen-
alties. On the other hand, if any undue interference with citizens of the United
States shall have occurred prejudicial to their legal rights and interests, you
will be pleased to make such protests and reclamations on their behalf as may,
in your judgment, be warranted by the facts of the case.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
' WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Esq., §c., &c., §ec.

Mr. ilding to Mr. Seward.

No. 390.] UNITED STATES CONSULATE,
Liverpool, November 18, 1864.

SIr : I.beg to enclose slips from Liverpool papers respecting an alleged enlistment of men
for America, and, in doing so, to report such facts as have come to my knowledge.

It appears that about two hundred men did arrive here on Tuesday evening for the pur-.
pose of embarking as steerage passengers on board the Great Western for New York ; that
southern emissaries having got among them, and finding that their passages had been paid
by an agent from America, with the view, as alleged, of their being employed in glass-works
in New York, persuaded many of them that they were really being enlisted for the army, in
consequence of which about fifty refused to embark ; about one hundred and forty went on
board. ’

Mr. Hull, the confederate attorney, (no doubt set to work by the rebel agents,) took the
matter up warmly and tried to make out a case for the interference of the authorities. He
so far succeeded that the collector of customs sent two officers on board the ship and refused
to clear her.

Yesterday, at the request of the captain, a police officer was sent on board to question the
passengers and bring ashoré any who were unwilling to go. Out of the four hundred pas-
sengers who were on board, only four could be induced to leave the vessel, nor was the offi-
cer a.blg, so far as I can learn, to obtain any evidence whatever of any of them having been
enlisted.

Yesterday evening the collector of customs intimated to the agents of the vessel, Messrs.
Baring Brothers & Co., that, for all he saw, the vessel might clear this morning. To-day,
however, he informs them that he has authority for detaining her longer ; he was understood
to say he had a telegram from the government ordering the detention, and he has put two
officers on board to prevent her sailing. This seems to me a very strong and unwarrantable
proceeding upon such evidence as I believe they have.

No complaint or appligation has been made to me by the master or agents of the vessel, and
I have not, therefore, deemed it proper, under the circumstances, to make any representation
to or demand any explanation from the authorities, but have informed Mr. Adams of the
occurrence.

On inquiry, I find that some time since the passenger-agents of the Great Western received
a letter from the owners, Messrs. C. H. Marshall & 0., of New York, advising them thatan
agreement had been made with a Captain Byrne for the passage of about one hundred per-
sons, more or less, from Liverpool to New York, and instructing them to provide such pas-
sages when applied for ; at the same time a draught of an agreement to be signed by the pas-
sengers before embarking was sent.

This agreement was to the effect that Messrs. Bliss, Ward, and Rosevelt, of New York, on
the one part, agree to pay passage of the party of the second part, and provide him with
employment for at least one year; and he, on his part, agreed to place himself under their
control, and perform such labor as they should require for the time specified, and to repay
passage money. .

The kind of labor is not stated in the agreement, but it was understood to be to work in
glass-works.

I1 have seen the draught, the style and spelling of which indicate that an illiterate person
made it.

The Captain Byrne mentioned in Messrs. Marshall’s letter arrived soon after the letter, and,
as I understand, engaged and superintended the embarking of the passengers; but'as soon as
the stir began he disappeared, and cannot now be found, and it may be that this is known to
the authorities, and has emboldened them to take the strong measures they have.

The vessel now lies at anchor in the river, with four hundred passengers on board, and a
fair wind blowing. :

Very respectfully I am, sir, your obedient servant,
H. WILDING.
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[From the Liverpool Daily Post of November 18, 1864, ]
’ THE ALLEGED RECRUITING FOR THE FEDERAL ARMY.

This_matter is still under investigation by the police authorities. --On Wednesday night
upwards of fifty of the men who had declined to go in the Great Western when she left the
dock were accommodated in the workhouse ; and yesterday a large number of them thronged
the entrance to the office of Messrs. Hull & Stone, in Cook street.

Yesterday eight of the young men who had been brought here from Ashton-under-Lyne
and Stalybridge were selected %rom the others, and with the two young men who came from

- London, and who, as already stated, called at the police office and made a statement regard-
ing the manner in which they alleged they had been entrapped, were taken to the office of
Messrs, Fletcher & Hull, and tﬁere made affidavits in accordance with the statements

iven,
& In the course of the forenoon Captain Cunningham, commander of the Great Western,
applied at the police office for officers to go on board that ship and take off those persons who.
wished to leave, as he was anxious his vessel should sail. Detective Inspector Carlisle and
Mzr. Dalgleish (chief constable of Ashton-under-Lyne) accordingly wernt on board with Ca%)-
tain Cunningham. The passengers, to the number of between four and five hundred, nearly
all young men, were mustered and asked if they wished to go to New York in the ship or to
go ashore. All, with the exception of four, (who belong to Ashton, and say they were en-
gaged by Mr. Hugh Shaw, who examined their teeth,) answered that they would go in the
‘ship. The four young fellows who wished to leave were allowed to do so. Of those on
board, it is stated that from one hundred and fifty to two hundred have been brought from
different parts of Lancashire, and engaged to work in the ‘' extensive glass manufactory.”
The remainder consist of young Irishmen and Germans, but the police have no information
to show that they have been induced by false pretences to cross the Atlantic. Shaw and one
or two other parties who are alleged to have taken an active part in the shipment, on ob-

- serving Inspector Carlisle and Mr. Dalgleish on board the ship, took the best possible means
to hide themselves from the view of the officers of the law. It is stated tEat a German,
dressed in & kind of military uniform, was on board and appeared to exercise considerable au-
thority over the passengers. He was assisted by a person styled by ‘the passengers as *‘ser-
geant.”’ Many of the men on'beard called out loudly that they were determined to go to
New York or some other place than Lancashire, as they had been starving while in their own
towns, : . . ' ’

It is-an important fact to note that of all the men to whom the police spoke while on board
not one has a passage ticket. This of itself is a violation of the passenger act.

We have aﬁ'eady intimated that the young fellows were in a destitute and half-starved
condition. Yesterday Mr. Hull provided them with refreshments, and, with the assistance
of a few friends on 'Change, raised sufficient funds to send back those who had been brought
from Ashton and Stalybridge. Last evening fifty-three of them were accordingly sent off by
the 6.45 train from Lime Street Station, in charge of Mr. Dalgleish., )

‘We understand that the town clerk and his deputy are engaged investigating the law on
the subject, and that the matter is likely. to come before the magistrates to-day.

[From the Liverpool Daily Mercury of November 18, 1864.]
ALLEGED KIDNAPPING FOR THE FEDERAL ARMY.

‘The excitement caused by the importation into Liverpool of a number of youths from the
manufacturing districts, who, it was alleged, were to be deported to New York, for the pur-
pose of joining the federal army, continued yesterday, and speculation was rife as to what
would be the upshot of the affair. Upwards of fifty of the men had been accommodatéd
withbeds at the Brownlow-hill workhouse, and in the morning were again taken to the police
office. Inspector Carlisle was engaged again yesterday in investigating the matter. Eight
men who had been brought from Ashton and Staleybridge by the Shaws were selected, and
they made affidavits in regard to the affair 4t Mr. Hull’s office. The two young men named
:Fenton and Whillock, who had been brought from London, and who state that one of the
men who engaged them promised that they should have lieutenants’ commissions in the fed-
eral army, have also made affidavits. . These young men are highly intelligent persons, and

- give a very straightforward and consistent statement of their engagement in London and
the subsequent proceedings of the agents, and there can be little doubt but their evidence
will greatly assist the authorities in getting up the case for the prosecution, should a pros-
ecution be determined upon. It seems that shortly after the London contingent had left the
metropolis the secréet as to_ the ultimate destination of the young men got out, and Fenton
and Whillock, on their arrival in Liverpool, received telegrams from their friends warning
tlrem not to proceed to New York, as it was believed that the parties who engaged them
intended to get them to enlist in the federal army. ' :

Yesterday forenoon Captain Cunningham, the commander of the Great Western, called at

3 D¢
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the detective office, and stated that he wished the police to accompany him on board the
vessel for the purpose of taking off about 150 of the passengers. ~He also stated that he was
desirous that the matter should be settled as quickly as possible, as he was anxious thdt his
vessel should proceed to sea without loss of time. Subse&uently Inspector Carlisle and Mr.
Dalgleish, chief constable of Ashton, went on board the Great Western along with Captain
Cunningham. The passengers, numbering between 400 and 500, were mustered on deck by
Captain Cunningham. They were chiefly very young men.- About 200 of them had been
brought from the manufacturing districts on the pretence of going to New York to work in
the ‘“glass-works,”” while the remainder of them were chiefly Irish and German emigrants,
but nearly the whole of them were capable of handling a musket. The ‘‘emigrants” were
. asked, in the presence of the officers, whether they were willing to go to New York or wished
to be put on'shore; and all of them, with the exception of four, said they were desirous of
proceeding to New York. The four dissentients came from Ashton, and were examined by
Hugh Shaw to see whether they had good teeth. It is conjectured that since the affair has
been made public those who have the conducting of the arrangements have brought some
influence to bear upon those on board the vessel in order to make them remain. If this be
s0, it would accouns for the change which has taken place in the intentions of some of the
party, there being between 400 and 500 young men still on board, who must know by this
time the object of their ‘‘friends” who are so anxious to decoy them across the Atlantic.
One individual, a German, who was on board the vessel, and who wore some sort of a

uniform, seemed to take a lively interest in the emigrants, and seemed to possess a con- .
siderable influence over a number of them. Another person from Staleybridge, who was
addressed by some of the men as the *‘sergeant,” evidently bad some power over the Lan-°

cashire portion of the passengers, and told the officers that they were determined to go to

America or some other country; and not to be left destitute in England any longer; while -

another of the emigrants told Mr. Dalgleish that ‘‘he was not going back to be put in jail
to pick oakum.” ) :

The Shaws and some of the other prime movers in the matter, when they saw Messrs.
Carlisle and Dalgleish on board the ship, got out of the way as soon as possible. .

It is a remarkable fact, and will no doubt form an important element in any future proceed-
ings that may be taken, that not one of the men to whom the officers spoke on board was
furnished with a passage ticket. This is in itself a breach of the passenger act, and subjects
either the captain or the owner of the vessel to a penalty. .

The authorities were in a difficulty as to what they should do with those who had refused
to proceed in the vessel. The men were all in a destitute condition, and had no means of
reaching their native towns. Mr. Hull went on 'Change yésterday, and with the assistance
of some benevolent gentlemen soon raised a sufficient sum to send back fifty-three of the men
to Ashton and Staleybridge. They were accompanied to the station by Inspector Carlisle
and Mr. Dalgleish. ~Before their departure some of the men expressed their warm thanks for
the interest that had been taken in tgeir behalf in Liverpool; while the whole body seemed
delighted at having escaped from an expedition which seemed likely to end in their leaving
gleir bones on the field in battles which have yet to be fought in the southern States of

merica. :

Eight men who came from London are yet in Liverpool in an utterly destitute state, and -

any pecuniary aid from those who pity their helpless condition will be thankfully received.
We understand that the town clerk is investigating the affair, and it is likely that some
application will be made to Mr. Raffles to-day at the police court.
The Great Western is still detained in the river by the authorities.

\

e
APPREHENSION OF A FEDERAL RECRUITING AGENT

The federals seem to have begun recruiting in Ireland again. One of their agents has
Jjust been arrested in Athlone.’ He is a man named Murphy, a native of Dublin, but for
years resident in America; and the charge against him is an attempt to enlist four soldiers
of the 25th regiment. He met them in a public house, and soon got into their good graces
by paying for drink. After some time he introduced politics, and abused the English gov-
ernment, spoke of the probabilities of a rising of the patriots in this country, when Ireland
would have her own again; and America was willing to assist her-in the struggle, and
thought that Irishmen ought to aid his adopted country in the present war. He then asked
one of the soldiers in a whisper if he was Irish and a4 Roman Catholic. The soldier, a man
from Galway, replied in the affirmative. He then asked-him if he was willing to take service
under the American flag, promising him, if he got nine others to go along with him, a liberal
bounty and commission for himself. Four of the party seemingly assented, when an oath
was attempted to bé administered. In the mean time one of the soldiers, having left the
house while these proceedings were going on, informed the police, and the prisoner was taken
into custody. Murphy has been committed for trial. He is about sixty years of age, of mil-
itary appearance, with gray beard and moustache. In his portmanteau were found a number
of printed papers relating to military matters. He had ten sovereigns and some silver in his
nurse, and a letter telling him where to look for money if he should require it.
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Myr. Seward to Mr.‘Adams.

No. 1186.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 13, 1864.

Sir : You will please lay before Earl Russell the copy of a communication
which the Secretary of War has just received from Major General Dix, who is
charged with the protection of our Canada frontier.

Afté our recent communications her Majesty’s government cannot now be
surprised to learn from this report that there is imminent danger of a war being
waged against the United States-from the British North American provinces.
I hope the subject may receive immediate and serious consideration. Certainly
its importance could not be exaggerated, ‘since it is the interest and desire of
both countries to remain in mutual peace. I have asked Mr. Burnley to give
notice of the danger to his excellency the Governor General of Canada. It is
hardly necessary to add -that if such invasion as is now apprehended shall
actually come, and organized defence become necessary on our part, the exist-
ing intercourse, commercial and social, between the British provinces and this
country, will necessanly be subjected to mterruptlons which will be likely to
produce very serious inconvenience.

« - I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLEs Fraxcis Apams, Esq., &e., §c., §e.

4
General Dix to the Secretary of War.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST,

\ ¢ New York City, November 22, 1864.

Sir: I have the following reliable information :

There are about forty rebels in Marysburg, Prince Edward’s county, Canada, and north-
west of Oswego. They dwill regularly about three times a week, and are armed with
revolvers. They board with the farmers in the neighborhood, seem to ‘have plenty of money,
and say they belong to John Morgan’s corps. These organizations for hostile purposes on
Canadian soil are so plainly in violation of all the obligations of neutrality, that I cannot
doubt the willingness of the Canadian authorities to put an end to them on proper notice.
There are some indications of retaliation on the part of our citizens along the frontier on ac-
count of the outrages, and I think the publication of my report in regard to the former would
have a salutary influence on both sides of the lipe.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN A. DIX, Major General, N. Y.

“Hon:. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War.

.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1187.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 13, 1864.

Sir: The President’s annual message was sent to Congress on the 6th in-
stant. The statement of affairs, the suggestions of measures, and its cheerful
tone, seem to be generally satisfactory..

The Hon. Salmon P. Chase, of Olio, has been appointed Chief Justice, and
the Hon. James Speed, of Kentucky, has been appointed Attorney General, with
the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States. Oongress has done
little more than to complete its organization.

The military situation is best described as being one of intense expectation.
Lieutenant General Grant is engaged ,n important movements. What has
transpiréd concerning these movements is the marching of General Warren, on
the 6th instant, with a large force directed against the Weldon railroad. The
effect is not yet known. Other manceuvres of the forces at Richmond are ex-

-
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pected without delay. We know that on the 7th Major General Sherman ha
advanced to a point half-way between Milan and the Savannah river. Late
reports abound, but they are not reliable. Major General Thomas is besiege
by Hood, but the official reports give us no uneasiness about the safety of Nash
ville, or of Knoxville. Important events may soon be expected in this quarter
The press has rumors, which, however, are’ believed to be groundless, tha
General Foster and Admiral Dahlgren have cut the railroad connexion betwee:
Charleston and Savannah. ‘ .

The intrigues of rebel emissaries, promoted during the whole summer an
autumn, have ripened into alarming menaces of the peace of the Canada borde:
and of the principal cities in the loyal States. It is an expensive guerilla war
fare prosecuted from neutral ground, and it is not likely to advance the'insur
rection at home or increase its popularity abroad. ’

The Canada’s mails have not been received. It is understood that Lor
Lyons will embark at New York to-morrow. -

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHARLES Francis Apawns, Esq., §e., é-é., &

(The same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1189.]: - ’ DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 13, 1864.

Sir : I transmit a copy of a communication of ‘the 12th instant from Briga
dier General E. D. Townsend, addressed to me by direction of the Secretary o
‘War, in relation to the alleged manufacture of Greek fire at Windsor, Canads
to be used by rebel emissaries in attempts to burn certain cities of the Unite
States. I will thank you to lay a copy of the paper before Earl Russell, wit]
a view to the adoption of such preventive measures as may be practicable.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHARLES FRANcCIS Apams, Esq., §c., §e., §¢

General Townsend to Mr. Sewgrd.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT,
. Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, December 12, 1864,

SIR: By direction of the Secretary of War, I have the honor to forward herewith copies ¢
letters from Major General Hooker and Lieutenant Colonel Hill, in relation to the manufac
ture of Greek fire at Windsor, Canada, to be used in firing certain cities of the United State
by rebel emissaries. ) - .

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) E. D. TOWNSEND,

Assistant Adjutant General.
Hon. WM. H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. ) ]

General Hooker to General Townsend.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DEPARTMENT,
. _ Cincinnati, Ohio, December 6, 1864.
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a letter, dated the 3d instant
just received from Lieutenant Colonel B. H. Hill, commanding the district of Michigan, a
it contains information of importance to all of our frontiers bordering on Canada. The ir
formation has been furnished by one of our most reliable detectives, and unusual confidenc
may be placed.in it. A few days since, advices of similar import were received by me
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From the letter it 'will be seen that refugees and deserters from the rebel confederacy are en-
gaged in the manufacture of* Greek fire, at Windsor, in Canada, to facilitate their incendiary
purposes. With regard to attacks from armed bodies of rebels I feel much less apprehension
than from individual efforts to burn and plunder our cities, as my means of information are
such that I hope to be able to anticipate the former. )

Tt is almost unnecessary for me to add that I have enjoined increasing vigilance and activ-
ity on the part of the military and civil authorities throughout my command.

Very respectfully, your obediént servant,
. ’ - JOSEPH HOOKER, Major General Com’dg.

Brig. Gen. E. D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant General U. 8. A. ' B

Official copy:’ . )
' E. D. TOWNSEND, Asst. Adjt. General.

Colonel Hill to Captain Potter,

. HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN,
. Detroit, Mich., December 3, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report that, from information I have received, I am satisfied that
very extensive preparations are being made in Canada for burning not only cities on the
lakes, but others, and it is very necessary that great precaution and vigilance should be ob-
served everywhere.

T have the assurance that Greek fire is being prepared in Windsor. Buffalo, Cleveland,
and this city will be the principal cities to be %umed; and there will be armed attempts to.
rob and plunder.” Cincinnati and Louisville are also mentioned.

I am also informed that by some means a large number of rebel soldiers have been intro-
dﬁlctlzd into Canada; some, it is said, have been furloughed and haveade their way through
the lines. ) :

I have, at this time, very excellent means of obtaining information, and the only apprehen-
sion I have is that the person in my employ may fail me at the last moment.

Tn this city I have called the attention of the hotel-keepers to the necessity of observing
great vigilance in regard to.their guests, and the hotels are daily visited by & secret agent in
my employ.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. H. HILL, .
Lieut. Col. 5tk U. 8. Artillery, Com'dg Dist. of Michigan.
C. H. POTTER, Captain & A. A. G.,
) Headquarters Northern Department, Cincinnati, Ohio.

\Official copy: ,
o E. D. TOWNSEND, 4sst. Adjt. General.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1190.] . DEPARTMENT OF STATE, -
Washington, December 14, 1864.

Sir: 1 have just received information, by telegraph, from Montreal, that the ~
felons who proceeded from Canada into Vermont and committed the crimes of
robbery, burglary, and murder at St. Albans, in that State, and who were ar--
rested in Canada upon a requisition of this government, under the tenth article
of the treaty of the 9th of August, 1842, have been set at liberty ; that the
stolen money which was found upon them has been restored to them, and that
they are now at large mear the border of the United States, in the province

aforenamed. .

This grave circumstance renders it my duty, under the direction of the Presi-
dent, to ask whether her Majesty’s government has taken or purposes to take:
any measures to_prevent a renewal of the invasions of the territory and sov-
ereignty of the United States from the border provinaes. If such measures
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have been taken, or are to be taken, this government desires to know their char-
acter, so far as it may be consistent with the interests of Great Britain to com-
municate the same. ‘ '
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.:
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Esq., §c., &c., §e. :

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1191.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, :
Washington, December 15, 1864.

SIr : Referring to the correspondence between this department and yourself
in regard to the refusal of the British authorities to deliver up the deserters
from the Iroquois, I give you herewith a copy of a note which I addressed on
the 14th instant to J. Hume Burnley, esq., announcing the decision of this gov-
ernment upon the application made through her Majesty’s legation here for the
delivery up of two apprentice boys who deserted from the British bark Cuzco,
at Valparaiso, and enlisted on the United States sloop-of-war St. Mary’s, and
for indemnification of the Cuzco at that port.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
, WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CuarLEs FraNcis Apawms, Esq., &c., &e., §e. -

Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
o " Washington, December 14, 1364.

-SiR: On the 11th of July last Lord Lyons, under instructions of Eaxl Russell, addressed
" to me a note informing me that two apprentice boys, employed on board the British bark
Cuzco, deserted at Valparaiso and enlisted in the United States naval service on board the
St. Mary’s. Lord Lyons informed me that Captain McPherson, of the Cuzco, stated that he
went on board the St. Mary’s and demanded that the apprentices should be giwen up, and
that the commander of the vessel gave Captain McPherson no satisfaction, and only replied
that the boys could not be found without a deal of trouble: whereupon, the Cuzco being
ready for sea, Captain McPherson was under a necessity of sailing without them.

On my receiving the communication of Lord Lyons, Rear-Admiral Charles H. Bell was
immediately directed to investigate the matter.

On the 25th of August last, in the absence of Lord Lyons, you recalled my attention to the
stibject, on which occasion you presented to me a bill of damages sresulting from the deser-
tions of the Cuzco, amounting fo thirty-nine pounds six shillings and twopence sterling.

On the 16th of November last I had the honor to communicate to Lord Lyons the result of
the investigation which had been directed in this case of two British deserters. It appeared
that while the St. Mary’s was lying at Valparaiso the captain of the Cuzco came on board
and reported the fact of the alleged desertion; the apprentices concealed themselves on the
St. Mary’s so effectually as to baffle a search for them, which was made with good faith and
diligence. After the departure of the Cuzco the deserters appeared. Arthur Cox, one of the
deserters, was afterwards condemned by medical survey, and sent on the 31st of August last
to the naval hospital at New York; the other, named Williams, was transferred with others
%’) thg United States ship Levante, which is attached to the United States squadron on the

acific.

I have now to inform you that this government does not deem itself under either a legal or
a moral obligation to deliver up the aforenamed deserters or to pay any damages for their de-
sertion. v

This decision is based upon the ground that on the 14th of September last, when the United
States ship Iroquois was lying in the Downs, in England, two of her seamen deserted to the
British shore; they were arrested at Dover and taken' before a magistrate; the magistrate
discharged them on the ground that they could mnot be abridged of their liberty by any law
recognized in the United Kingdom.
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Mr. Adams complained of this proceeding to Earl Russell. Her Majesty’s government
affirmed the proceeding of the magistrate. It is not supposed that that government expects
fgom us any different measure of justice or liberality than that which they mete to the United

tates. ,
I-have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your ‘obedient servant,
. WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
~ J. HuME BURNLEY, Esq., &c., &c., &c. )

Myr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

[Extract. ]
" No. 832.] ' LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, December 16, 1864.
SIR : * * * B * * * * * * *

In accordance with the desire expressed in 1164, of the 29th of November, I
have transmitted to Lord Russell the information contained in General Dix’s
letter respecting the rebel organization at Marysburg, Prince Edward’s county,
in Canada. '

Tt is announced that Parliament will meet for the despatch of business on the
7th of February next. '

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Sectetary of State, &c., §c., §c.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 833.] s LeGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
. London, December 16, 1864.

Sir : I transmit herewith copies of the London Times and the Daily News,
containing a report of a’case which came up for trial before Baron Martin, of
the court of exchequer, involving a claim for goods furnished to persons
engaged in running the blockade. The remarks made by the judge are par-
ticularly deserving of attention. They seem to have placed the solicitor gen-
eral, who happened to. be retained on the wrong side of the question, in some -
embarrassment. .

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, . :
‘Secretary of State, &c., §c., &c.

[From:the London Times of December 12, ]864.]

ELLISSEN AND ANOTHER »s. JORSS AND ANOTHER.

The solicitor general and Mr. Thomas Jones ‘were counsel for the plaintiffs ; Mr. Haw-
kins, Queen’s counsel, Mr. Mellish, Queen’s counsel, and Sir George Honyman appeared for
the defendants. . .

This was an action by the plaintiffs, merchants in London, against the “defendants, who
are merchants at Leeds. The declaration was an agreement entered into between them,
whereby it was agreed that the plaintiffs should supply the defendants with shipping to the
amount of 250 tons for the purpose of enabling the defendants to send a cargo to Charleston
to run the blockade. The contract was composed of a series of letters, and the defence was
that they did not constitute a definitive contract. The defendants had also pleaded that the
contract was illegal, as being in contravention of international law, but this Flea, was with-
drawn. A Mr. Laforce was the person whose ship the plaintiffs had engaged for the purpose
of receiving the defendants’ cargo, and the defendants having failed to supply it, Mr. Latforce
sent the ship with a cargo on his own account and attempted to run the blockade with her,
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g
but ghip and cargo having been both captured by a féderal ship-of-war, and the voyage hav-
ing been fruitless, Mr. Laforce brought an action.against the plaintiffs for not providing cargo,
and obtained £1,800 damages. The present action was therefore brought to recover from
the defendants this sum of £1,800 and the costs they had been obliged to pay. . .

Upon the opening of the case by the solicitor general, ’

Mr. Baron Martin said he supposed the real question would be whether there was a con-
tract or not. ' .

The solicitor general said that was so. : .

M. Baron Martin stated that he thought upori the correspondence there was evidence of a
contract, but he should tell the jury that as to damages they ought qnly to be nominal. It
could not be suffered that persons should openly engage to commit & breach of the Queen’s
proclamation, which might have the effect of involving this country in a war with the United
States. He would suggest that the case should be taken as stated and some gentleman ap-
pointed to fix the amount of damages. . : :

Mr. Hawkins said that he thought it advisable to have the parole evidence of the conver-
sations between the plaintiffs and defendants preparatory to the correspondence taking place.

The solicitor general said that he should have contended that although the ship had been
taken in attempting to Yun the blockade, the freight had been earned as soon as the goods
were put on board, and did not depend upon the success of the voyage.

Baron Martin said it was worthy of observation that this was a transaction between parties
which went directly to involve this country in a war with the United States, and that of those
parties there was only one single English name, Mr. Beach, and it was said that he was not
a native Englishman, but a southerner. It was a transaction over which the government of
;,)his country had no control, and yet it was one in which they had, no doubt, been seriously

lamed.
bUltimately it was arranged that a special case should be stated for the opinion of the court
above.

[From the Daily News of December 12, 1864. ] T ‘

. COURT OF EXCHEQUER—DECEMBER 10. .

(8Sittings at Nisi Prius at Guildhall, before Mr. Baron Martin and a speciat Jjnry.)
ELLISON vs. JORSS.

This was:an action for the breach of contract to furnish a freight fo® a vessel.
The solicitor general and Mr. T. Jonés were counsel for the plaintiffs; and Mr. Hawkins.
- Queen’s connsel, Mr. Mellish, Queen’s counsel, and Sir George Honyman, for the defendants,

The plaintiffs, Messrs. Ellison, were merchants in London, ang Messrs. Jorss and North,
the defendants,were also merchants, carrying on business at Leeds. The case for the plain-
tiffs, as opened by the solicitor general, was that in March, 1862, Mr. Jorss called upon Mr.
Ellison and said he was in want of a vessel to take some Manchester goods to Charleston—in
short, to run the blockade. Mr. Ellison knew that a Mr. Lafone, of Liverpool, had a steamer
called the Tubal Cain, which he thought would answer his purpose, and ke made arrange-
ments with him for the conveyance of goods to the amount required by the defendants. A
long correspondence by letters and telegrams ensued between the plaintiffs and defendants,
the result of which was that the defendants agreed to send 200 or 250 tons of Manchester
goods to Charleston by the Tubal Cain, and pay 15 pounds per ton. Subsequently they re-

used to carry out the arrangement, ostensibly because the vessel was not of the tonnage

which they alleged the plaintiffs had represented, but really because they found they could
get freight at a cheaper rate. There had been a plea of illegality of the transaction, but it
had been withdrawn, and the case presented no complication or difficulty in that respect.

Mr. BARON MARTIN said that, having looked at the correspondence, he thought there was a
contract, but his impression was that the jury could only give nominal damages, because the
contract was an illegal one, directly opposed to the Queéen’s proclamation, and having a direct
tendency to involve the country in war. :

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. If there had heen a plea of illegality that difficulty might arise.

Mr. BARON MARTIN. What I suggest is that you should take the opinion of the court as
to whether there is a contract; and if they think there i%, then that they should appoint an
arbitrator to assess the damages on such principle as they may direct. Co

‘The SOLICITOR ‘GENERAL. I shall advise my client to agree to that. ‘

Mr. BARON MARTIN. I don’t think that a person bringing an action upon an illegal con-
tract of this nature can recoyer damages.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Allow me to say & word upon that point. I am the last man
to stand up for & contract having the tendepcy your lordship states. [Laughter. ]

Mr. BARON MARTIN: The Queen, for the good of the state, and, if possible, to keep the
couxllotr);1 out of war, issued g proclamation, ordering in the most direct terms that this shall
not be done. . T

Mr. HAWKINS. We are quite prepared to go into the box and criminate ourselves, and be
cross-examined by the solicitor general. [Laughter. ]

v
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Mr. BARON MARTIN. I think the course I suggest would do justice to all the partieé and
save expense. A )

The solicitor general afain reminded his lordship that the plea of illegality had been with-
drawn.’. . ' :

Mr. BARON MARTIN. But neither that nor the fact of the 1gev,rtie;s choosing to treat the
transaction as & matter of honor will blind me or the court above as to the nature of the
contract. .. : :

"ghe SOLICITOR GENERAL. Mr. Justice Willes took an opposite view of the matter to your
lordship. '

Mr. BARON MARTIN. There is nojudge for whose opinionI have greater respect, but upon

" this point I must have a judgment of my own. I cannot think that a jury would give dam-

ages for the breach of a contract which is against the Queen’s proclamation for the gemeral
good.of the community. i :

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I believe that the court of common pleas confirmed the decision
of Mr. Justice Willes. The learned counsel then stated that in consequence of the defend-
ants not performing their contract, Mr. Lafone, the owner of the Tubal Cain, brought an ac-
tion against the present plaintiffs for this breach of faith. It was tried before Mr. Justice
Willes at Liverpool. Mi. Ellison was advised to set up every possible defence, and among
other pleas there was one of illegality ; but Mr. Justice Willes beld that it was not a good
one, ‘and the result was that Mr. Lafone obtained a verdict for £1,885. The Tubal Cain
was captured in running the blockade; but that did not signify, as evidence was given at
the trial to prove that. It was the custom at Liverpool and London, in this trade, that
where the freight was not expressly made payable until the conclusion of the voyage, the
freight was earned the moment the vessel started.

Mr. BARON MARTIN said he never heard of that custom before.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I will call the foreman of the jury who gave the £1,885 dam-
ages, and whom Mr. Mellish, who appeared for Mr. Lafone, addressed with so much effect.
I will also call Mr. George Gladstone. - . .

Mr. MELLISH. The jury cut down the damages by one-half. Mr. Justice Willes said the
damages ought to have been double the amount. ¢ ’

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. With regard to the question of damages, I may state that my
client, in addition to the £1,£00, had paid £185 for the costs of Mr. Lafone, and £95 for his
own attorney’s costs, and then he has lost all the profits of the voyage. We say ‘that he ought
to recover as much as £2,707, or, upon another principle of calculation, £3,707.- In conclu--
sion, the learned counsel said that this was one of the hardest cases which was ever brought
before a court of justice. : )

Mr: BARON MARTIN. I do not think there is any hardship if the party agrees to take the
risk of running the blockade. .

Mr. Ellison, one of the plaintiffs, who spoke with a foreign accent, said that in March, |
1862, Mr. Jorss called upon him and said he was going to Paris to settle with some gentle-
men about an expedition to the Confederate States, and that he wanted a shii)] to take some

0ods to Charleston. e asked if he (the plaintiff) knew of any ship, and he replied that

r. Lafone had a ship for which he wanted goods. ~He asked witness to make inquiries, and
then followed the correspondence which had been read. He stated that supposing the de-

fendants had performed the contract, if they shipped 200 tons, he would have received for

freight £3,000, and if they shipped 250 tons, £3,700.

‘After some discussion between the parties, it was ultimately agreed that a verdict should
be entered for the Elaiutiﬁ', damages £2,707 6s. 10d., subject to a special case to be stated
for the opinion of the court above. )

Mr. BARON MARTIN said it was worthy of observation that in this transaction, which had a
direct tendency to involve this country in a war with the United States, not a single English
namé appeared except Beach, and the person who bore that name was the consignee of the
goods in the southern States, and probably he was an American.

Mr. Hawkins. He is a southerner.

Mr. BARON MARTIN. Much blame is cast upon the English government in respect of these
transactions, which it is almost utterly impossible for them to stop. This transaction.is con-
ducted ehtirely by foreigners in'this country, not a single Englishman having anything to
do with it. Very likely that is the history of most others of the same kind. - They come over
here, and while enjoying the freedom of this country, engage in transactions which have a.
direct tendency to involve us in war.. ) .

Myr. Adams ta Mr. Seward. -

No. 835.] L + LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 16, 1864.

Sir : I have the honer to transmit an address of the emancipation society of

- London to the President, which was presented to me by a large and respect-

-
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able deputation that waited upon me yesterday. A copy of the Star, of this
morning, which contains a report of the proceedings, is likewise sent. I am
not without serious doubts of the expediency of this sort of thing, and should
have no objection to receiving general instructions which might be used as
authority for the minister to decline to receive deputations. As it is, I do not
like to take the responsibility of appearing churlish to those who have labored
80 earnestly and so successfully to maintain friendly relations bétween the two
countries. I can imagine cases in which a minister might find himself much
embarrassed by the manifestation of less kindly sentiment.

I likewise transmit two other addresses, of the same kind, which have been
put into my hands within a few days. I am also notified of the existence of
another, from the workingmen, which will probably not be prepared for trans-

"mission until next week.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., §c., §e. .

[Enclosures.]

1. Address from the London Emancipation Society.
2. The Morning Star, December 16, 1864.

3. Address from New Milas, Scotland.

4. Address from workingmen of South London.

From the London Morning Star of December 16, 1864.
g
Addfess to. President Lincoln. R
DEPUTATION TO THE AMERICAN MINISTER. -

A numerous and influeritial deputation from the Emancipation Society .waited upon the
Hon. C. F. Adams, the American minister, yesterday afternoon, at his residence in Portland
Place, to present to his excellency, for transmission to the United States, an address congratu-
lating President Lincoln on his re-election. The deputation consisted of the following
gentlemen : Mr. William Evans, (chairman of the society,) Sir Charles Lyell, Bart., Mr. P.
A. Taylor, M.P., Mr. Thomas Hughes, (of Lincoln’s inn, ) Mr. 8. Lucas, Mr. J. M. Ludlow,
Professor F. W. Newman, the Rev. Dr. Brock, the Hon. and Rev. Baptist W. Noel, M.A.,
Mr. B. Scott, chamberlain of London, M. Victor Schoelcher, (formerly under minister of
marine in the French provisional government,) Mr. James M'Henry, Mr. Cunningham
Borthwick, the Revs. J. W. Massie, D.D., J. Burns, D.D., J. W. Bayley, D.D., J. 8. Jones,
incumbent of Christ church, Liverpool, W. D. Corkren, (Brentford,) J. C. Gallaway, M.A.,
T. Jones, (Blackheath,) and Dawson Burns, Dr. Frederick Tomkins, (Temple,) Mr, W. T.
Malleson, treasurer, and Mr. F. W. Chesson, hon. secretary of the society, Mr. H. J. Slack,
F.G.S., Alderman Towle, (Oxford,) Mr. J. Cunnington, (Brentford,) and Messrs. J. A.
Nicholay, John Gorrie, Mason Jones, C. H. Elt, W. Johnson, (Cambridge,) R. Hill, (Bed-
ford,) George Newman, T. Cooke, (Leicester,) G. J. Holyoake, F. M. Edge, R. Hannah, E.
‘Wainewright, G. Dofnbusch, R. W. Biggs, (Devizes,) John Moore, W. Farmer, J. A.
Horner, John Frost, F. Wright, W. E. Dawes, T. Hattersly, and many others.

Mr. William Evans, addressing Mr. Adams, said : . ..

Sir: I have the honor, as chairman of the Emancipation Society, to request you to do us
the favor of transmitting to President Lincoln an address which has been unanimously agreed
to by the society, congratulating him on his election a second time as President of the United
States. Perhaps it would not be proper for us, ordinarily, to interfere in a matter which has
reference to the internal affairs of the %nited States, but there is asignificance in Mr. Lincoln’s
election which takes it out of the category of ordinary events. . You are all aware that we have
taken a zealous, active, and important part ip the emancipation of the negro. By example, by
enormous sacrifices, by diplomacy, and by every other means in our power, we have endeav-
ored to rouse the sentiment of the world to.the horrors of slavery. We believe that the
example of this country has been the means of introducing.in your own countrymen what
we consider a sound and wise view of this question, and has awakened the conscience of the
north on this subject. The awakened feelings of the north on the subject has driven the
slaveholders to rebellion, and that is really the whole cause of the war, (Hear, hear.) The
election of Mr. Lincoln under such circumstances we regard as an indorsement by the people
of the United States of that policy which we conceive to be so important. We have seen
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with' the greatest saMsfaction the re-election of Mr. Lincoln; we feel that it is a great step in
the right direction. We sympathize deeply with the sufferings of the people of the United
States. They are undergoing great trials which we believe to be in the world’s canse ; but
we feel confident that success will crown all their efforts. ~ We have much pleasure in asking
that this address may be transmitted through you, than whom a better friend to the two
countries does not exist. (Cheers.) -

Mr. F. W. Chesson, the honorable secretary, then read the following address adopted by
the Emancipation Society for presentation to Mr. Lincoln:

“To his excellency Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America.

““8IR: We, the president and members of the Emancipation Society, with profound respect
for your person and for your office, congratulate you upon your re-election as President of
the United States of America.

¢ Your first election marked you out as the freely chosen leader of the people for the express .
and avowed purpose of resisting the encroachments of the slave power, and we rejoice that,
aftet four years’ experience, your countrymen have again determined that you shald act as their
Chief Magistrate for another teim of office, in order that the hateful institution of slavery may
be entirely abolished.

“We agree with those who elected you in their deductions that ‘ slavery was the cause of
the rebellion’ which itis your duty to quell; that it ‘ must be hostile to the principles of repub-
lican government;’ and that both ‘justice and national safety demand its extirpation;’ and .
we at the same time feel confident that whilst vigorously conducting the remaining operations
of the war, so as to accomplish this high purpose, your administration will be guided, as it
has hithertobeen, by an earnest desire to mitigate the sufferings inseparable from a condition
of strife. We have noticed with peculiar satisfaction the sanction and aid given by your
government to the voluntary efforts of the Sanitary Commission, whose & entsg}lave not con-

ned their beneficent action to their own party in the struggle, but have bestowed the
ﬁreaatest care and attention upon the sick and wounded rebels who have fallen into your
ands. *

‘e deplore the loss of valuable life in the protracted conflict which the slaveholders have
foreed upon your country ; but it is an honor o you and to your fellow-citizens that no pris-
oners have been put to death for the mere fact of being taken in arms against your govern-
ment, and we have faith that you will continue to show all possible mercy and forbearance to
the enemies of your republic, and thus leéave to your contemporaries and to posterity the
grateful task of placing yousmoderation in noble contrast with the deplorable and sanguinary

" ferocity exhibiteg by European despots towards those whom their cruelty has driven to revolt.
““That your exertions may shorten the duration of the war, and that your country, thor-
“oughly purged and purified from the ctime and cwrse of slavery, and with every citizen,
without regard to race or color, standing in perfect equality before the law, may enjoy in-
ternal happiness, and exert a useful and wide-spread influence for the advancement of liberty
and the general good of mankind, is the wish and prayer of your sincere friends.
. . “WILLIAM EVANS, Chairman.
“P. A. TAYLOR,
“W. . MALLESON, Treasurers.
“F. W. CHESSON, Hon. Secretary.

“LONDON, December, 1864.”

Mr. P. A. TAYLOR, M. P., the treasurer of the society, then said: I am glad to be allowed
to add one word in addition to the address to President Lincoln, and to the observations of
the chairman. We are certainly here to-day under somewhat exceptional circumstances.
Under ordinary circumstances, if we took the course of presenting such an address to the
President we might be open to the criticism of taking an unusual if not an impertinent step ;
and we might almost as well expect to hear the merchants of New York meeting and waiting
upon Lord Lyons to congratulate him upon the success or failure of one of our great parties—
of Lord Derby or Lord Palmerston. But we take it that these are no ordinary circumstances,
and that it is no ordinary crisis through which America has been passing. A struggle of so
tremendous a nature that modern history does not afford its parallel cannot be carried on
without causing a wave of sadness and distress all over the world. We think we are in har-
mony with large numbers of our own countrymen, and with the best and truest of your coun-
trymen, in rejoicing over the re-election of President Lincoln. We think we see 1n that re-
election, first, a forecast of the entire reconstitution of the great republic; secondly, the pro-
motion of the abolition of that system of slavery which has been the spot of disgrace upon
your countrymen ; and, thirdly, and as arising out of these two, we think we see in the future
Yelations of England and America, based as those relations will be on ties of mutual esteem
and respect, and on the natural sympathies of two nations looking back to a common origin,
and animated by common aspirations, a state of things which will tend towards jhe realiza-
tion of peace, progress, and civilization. (Cheers.) .

The Ton. and Rev. BAPTIST NOEL said: I am very glad to express the feeling of great
gratification with which I, in common with the gentlemen here, heard of the re-election of Mr.
Yincoln as a tribute from the American nation to his wisdom, to his patriotism, to his honesty,
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and to his firmness. (Cheers.) It also, I think, expressed their thorou&h conviction that,
while they were putting into his hands the powers that were necessary to bring the great
rebellion to a close, they were quite confident that their domestic liberties were safe in his
hands. (Hear, hear.) 'Their choice seems to me to be as creditable to the intelligence of the
nation as it was to his virtue. It must surely exercise a powerful influence upon the counsels
of the south, because the nation has taught those who are in rebellion—the leaders of that
rebellion—that it is as firm and resolute to maintain its own rights as they are ardent to secure
the triumph of their lawlessness. That being the case, the leaders of the rebellion—especially
if the magnanimous, generous, and Christian-like proposal of General Butler to include them
in an amnesty, from which they would have excluded him, were adopted—would have no
further grounds to sustain this struggle except the resolute determination to commit two
crimes—the crime of causeless rebellion and the erime of cruel slaveholding. I cannot but
hope that the leaders themselves, when they see the equal firmness and generosity of the
north, may yield to wisen feelings ; and, at any rate, it is satisfactory to observe repeated and
growing evidence that the non-slaveholding population of the south is not so reluctant to
return to the Union, where they may enjoy liberty, fraternity, and equality, under the folds
of the old flag. (Hear, hear.) Whatever may be the cgse-in the south, it appears to us here
that, by the result of that election, the nation has expressed its determination, unmoved by
any advice from any quarter, by the weight of taxation and debt, by the miseries and horrors
which war may engender, by any treason at home, or by any temporary military reverse, not
to abandon their resolution to extinguish the rebellion—the only source by which, as it seenrs

to many others, the cruelties of the slaveholding system can be brought to an end, and your

nation secure a permanent and honorable peace to itself. ~(Cheers.) -

Sir CHARLES LiYELL, Bart. I did not expect to be called upon to make any remark ; but
I may say that having visited the United States several times, I feel thoroughly convinced
that this is a struggle betweed a higher and a lower civilization. (Cheers.) I have felt in-
tense interest in the contest, and, although I have been greatly surprised at the amount of
resistance which the south has been able to show, I have never felt a doubt of the issue.
Much as I deplore the suffering, the loss of life, and the bloodshed caused by the war, I feel
satisfied that had the north been able more readily and immediately to put down that rebel-
lion, we should not have attained that result which this society so earnestly desires—the
emancipation of the negroes in the south. I believe that result would not have been so

- effectively brought about as it will be in consequence of the great resistance which the south
has been able to make. (Cheers.) .

Rev. Dr. MASSIE next spoké and said he had mcuh pleasure in giving expression to a senti-
ment which had grown in his mind since his visit to America asahe deputation of the anti
slavery conference, which adopted and sent an address to the ministers of all denominations
in the United States. That sentiment was, that the English and Americans were oue people
though two nations. Their sympathies, their literature, their religion, and most of their laws
have the same origin and tlZe same tendency, and their union as one people, though two
nations, would be of advantage to liberty not only in their own countries but all over the
world.  (Hear, hear.) He was sorry to say that from certain very ostentatious displays of
literary advocacy and the sympathy which had been given to the south, there was a danger
of an unkindly feeling being engendered in the minds of their friends across the Atlantic;
but those parties and the people who followed them did not represent the middle and working
classes, the backbone a,ng sinew of the nation. (Hear, hear.) He had lately visited the
leading towns in the north of England and in Scotland as a deputation from the Freedmen’s
Aid Bociety, and he had found in all the meetings which he had held that the sympathies of
the people were unanimously with the north. They had hailed the re-election of Mr. Lincoln
with cordial, unanimous, and indeed enthusiastic feelings as a great blessing, not only to
America, but to the world. (Hear, hear.) .

Mr. THoMAs HUGHES. I am delighted to take this opportunity, or any other, of testifying
my deep and intense sympathy with the cause of law, of freedom, and of righteousness,
whichI believe to be the cause of the north. I have also great pleasure in taking this and
any other occasion of testifying my hearty admiration of the noble simplicity and grand
steadfastness of purpose of President Lincoln.

Rev. Dr. BROCK said that the moral spectacle .presented by the election of Mr. Linceln
would be for admiration throughout all generations. W%en they recollected the prognosti-
cations that he would certainly be beaten—when they saw the efforts that were made to defeat
him—his triumph was significant and complete; and when they recollected that everything
was done in a peaceful and constitutional manner, and thateupon Mr. Lincoln’s election
there did not rest a blot such as there did upon some elections with which they were familiar
—(hear, hear)—they had reason to thank God and take courage. (Hear, hear.)

Dr. FREDERICK TOMKINS said he had accompanied Dr. Massie as the deputation of the
Freedmen’s Aid Society, and he could bear out his statement as to the universal sympathy of
the working classes in the places they had visited with the cause of the north and abolition.

Rev. Mr. JONES, who represented the Liverpool Emancipation Society, said that that society
had to fight one of the hardest battles and moral campaigns in which they had ever been
engaged 1n this country, and the result of which he ventured to say was highly satisfactory.
He believed that nowhere more than in Liverpool would the election of Mr. Lincoln have a

-~
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marvellous effect. * He believed that Liverpool society was rapidly developing into two
classes—those who had always had a latent sympathy with slavery, and with whom morally
they had nothing to do; and those who had always had a latent sympathy with freedom, of
whom the great majority, if not the whole, will soon be convinced that the cause of freedom
was identified with the cause of union. (Cheers.) Mr. Lincoln’s re-election had exercised
& powerful effect on the public mind, and in the future relations of Liverpool and the United
States it would 'be-found that nowhere more than there was the ‘conviction rooted that the
cause of freedom and cause of union were one.

Mr. MaseN JONES said he could confirm the observations of preceding spealers as to the
feelings of the working classes on this question. He had addressed meetings in Manchester,
Liverpool, and other towns, and he had found without excgption that the working classes
were in favor of the north. He regretted to say, however, that while the hearts were gene-
rally on the side of the north, the pockets were generally on the side of the south; the men
with the fustian jackets were in favor of liberty, and those with black coats were generally

_in favor of slavery. (Alaugh.) "He hoped that in the further construction of the Union there
would be no compromise with the slave power; that the conservative party in the north
would not be allowed to dictate to Mr. Lincoln ; that slavery would not only be abolished,
but that the negro would be invested with full political freedom ; that there would be through-
‘out-the Union one indivisible liberty for all, of whatever race and color. .

Dr. BURNS wished to point out that the President had been elected under different circum-
stances this time to what he was formerly. Then he was elected to be Chief Magistrate to
both north and south, but this time he was not tied by political bonds to act otherwise than
as his noble head and his large heart might direct him. :

Mr. J. A. NICHOLAY, as one largely familiar with the opinions of large masses of the work-
ing classes, wished to add his testimony to their universal feeling in favor of the cause of the
Union and emancipation. He expressed his belief that the expression of public feeling
which was inaugurated by the great Exeter Hall meeting, and followed by the St. Jhmes’s
Hall and other meetings, had had a very powerful effect, and had preserved the country from
getious complications. . :

His excellency Mr. ADAMS madesthe following reply:

MR. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN: I receive the address which you are pleased to com-
mit to my care with great satisfaction. Coming, as it does, from- an association of such
respectability in this kingdom, it cannot fail to be regarded in America as a strong proof of
the friendly interest taken by a considerable portion of the English people in the welfare of the
United States whilst passing through their great perils. This will do great good ; for 1 cannot
disguise from myself or from you the painful fact that an opposite disposition has been man-
ifested here in very influential circles, and that the knowledge of this has given rise to a
general impression among Iy countrymen that the whole British nation really desires the
disruption and consequent downfall of the power of the United States. Hence has sprung
up a corresponding degree of ill-will which bids fair, if not counteracted, only to increase
with time. If such passions be permitted a full indulgence between two nations, it needs
little sagacity to foretell that in the lonk run the end is war. Very fortunately for us all in
the present case, the demonstrations already made by yourselves, and many other associations
whose friendly communications from various portions of the kingdom I am now continually
receiving for transmission to America, will enable those who value the blessings of peace
and international amity to prove that, whatever may be the hostility of some, it is no
means shared by the greater number of the British people, and ought net to be presumed to
be a national impression. (Cheers.) Permit me, gentlemen, further to observe that the
election to which you refer in your address has drawn out as full and general an expression
of the opinion of the whole people of the region in which it has taken place as has ever been
the case in the most peaceful times. Never was a canvass more perfectly free, nor more
latitude taken in the discussion of public questions and of the characters of public men.
Under these circumstances it is needless to point to you how mistaken have been the notions
.of some that any essential variation has taken place in the general operation of free institu-
tions in all that portion of the United States (constituting much the greatest part) not imme-
diately the theatre of the war. .[Cheers.] I would further beg leave to call your attention
to two points whichethe history of the late election appears clearly to establish. The first is
the practical impossibility of making .any effective separation of the personal and political
interests of the two sections of America now involved in this deplorable stiuggle. ~This is
‘indubitably shown by the fact, that at no time in our history has so direct and persistent an
effort at interference to control the event of the election of President been made by the
geople of the insurgent States as upon this last occasion, whilst they profess—and doubtless

onestly—their desire to separate themselves wholly from it. The notorious projects devised
by some of their agents at Niagara Falls in the autumn, followed as they were by the nomi-
“nation at Chicago of & candidate for the presidency committed to & policy dictated by that
portion of the people well known to be most in sympathy, if not in absolute communication
with them, furnish evidence enough of this truth, if the same were not confirmed by the
Tegrets unequivocally expressed since by certain prominent leaders in the southern States,
at the failure of their expectations from that nomination. This shows that whatever
might be the sincerity with which either portion of the country might act in the sup-
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position that it should comsent to pledge itself to a complete separation, the fact that
the political interest of the two are inextricably -intertwined will, under every possible
circumstance, render all such pzomises in practice futile and void. The second point to
which I would advert is naturally suggested by the first. It is this—that the only real
question of difference bettveen the two parties in the election was that which directly involved
the interests of theslaveholding insurgents much more than those of the loyal States. (Cheers.)
The nomination at Chicago rested on an implied, if not an express, engagement to protect
domestic slavery so far as not to make it a question in any plan of pacification and restora-
tion of the Union. (Hear, hear.) The policy of the government, on the other ‘hand, was
well understood to be a restoration of the Union as a primary object, but the settlement of the
slave question as a necessary preliminary to a durable. re-establishment of peace. If this be
a correct statement of the issue, it can be no cause of surprise to find the insurgents straining
every nerve to bring about a result favorable to their interests. It was then the fate of sla-
very that made the turnihg point in the great decision to be made by the people of the United
States on this occasion. If this be so, the result is one in Which we may be permitted all to
rejoice in common. It has continued a government which had already done much towards’
emancipation in the progress of the war, and which might be depended upon to go on doing
more, in proportion as matters should approach more nearly the great end of its perfect work. -
(Hear, hear.) I will conclude, then, with the expression of a hope that without regard to
national distinction all good men may have cause to rejoice in the termination of this melan-
choly struggle, if that end be at once the confirmation of a free government in America, and
the eradication of the most formidable evil with which its progress has been heretofore cursed.
(Loud cheers.)
Three cheers were then given for Mr. Lincoln, and the deputation withdrew.

The following letter has been received from Mr. Karl Blind: -
. . ¢ LONDON, December 15.
“DEAR SiR: Though unable to take part in the presentation to which your Lonoring let-

ter invites me, I am withall my sympathies on the side of the Union and emancipation cause.

‘‘Had the secret favorers of the south carried the election, the onward course of the repub-
lican armies would have been checked by treacherous intrigue; and the result would probably
have been a_renewed compromise with principles which, from their very nature, ought for-
ever to be placed out of the pale of humanity. e :

““The sound sense and energetic will of the American people have nipped the intrigue in
the bud. All true freemen throughout Europe rejoice that free government, free popular ed-
ucation, free labor, have carried the day. The representatives of millions of Germans in the
United States have voted in this sense. A hundred thousand Germans have fought for the
same cause on the transatlantic battle-fields. Our native country at this moment rings with
joy at the triumph of civilization and liberty over barbarism and’aristocratic assumption. It
trusts that the victory of the American republic will prove an auspicious event for the eman- -
cipation of European nations. .

‘‘Let us hope that the powerful decision of November 8 will imbue the American leaders
with a resolution not to ccase in their exertions until the very base of southern society be
changed by free colonization, and ‘‘State rights,” that last line of defence of the oligarchs,
be replaced by the superior rights of humanity., S .

““Yours, faithfully, - ‘“KARL BLIND.

“F. W. Cruessox, Esq.,

*“ Hon. Secretary to the Emancipation Society.”

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEWMILNS ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.
According to previous arrangements a meeting of this society took place in Black Bull
Hall, upon Friday, the 25th November, 1864, for the purpose of receiving two volumes of
the correspondence between.the American ﬁoverument and all other governments from Oc-
tober, 1862, to August, 1864, presented to them by Mr. Underwood, latg American consulate
in Glasgow, for the manly, humane, and sympathizing manner in which they have expressed
%eir feelings in behalf of the down-trodden slave and for the restoration of the American
nion.
.. The chair being occupied by the president, Mr. Matthew Pollock, who opened the meeting
. by stating that the meeting had two objects in view—the one for receiving Mr. Underwood’s
- handsome testimonials, the other to express our gratitude to the true republicans of America _
for the triumphant manner they had again pla.cecf Abraham Lincoln upon the most honorable
and the most exalted pinnacle of political glory in the world; and how mortifying must it be
to the aristocracy of this country to see a man from the working-class raised to such a posi-
tion; an aristocracy who has viewed the American republic with the same eye as Milton’s
devil viewed the garden of Eden, when he scanned this world in its infancy; causing his
fallen and worthless angels to cry ‘‘Break the blockade of Heaven, and crush this newly
formed republic on earth.” Yes, ever since the days of Billie Pitt down to the present day,
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they have all along been viewing the American republic with the same teelings as Satan did,
with envy and malice, causing the Times newspaper and the worthless satellites who move
around it to ery break the blockade ; recognize and support a power which declares the head
corner-stone of their building to be human slavery. ~But alas! how futile their hopes and
wishes have been in not finding Abraham Lincoln an Adam to eat the apple. No, he is not
an Adam, but Abraham, the father of the faithful, whose ndme will be handed down to pos-
terity by the echoes of one generation after another, until the oppressors of mankind shall
vanish from the face of the earth amidst the execrations of a noble and patriotic people.

Mr. JouN BROOKS, to whom Mr. Underwood intrusted the two volumes for presentation,
rose, and after delivering an able address, presented one volume to the members of the society, .
and the other to the president. .

Mr. JoHN DONALD then rose, and in returning thanks to Mr. Underwood for his handsome
| testimonial, being a token of his esteéem for our sympathy in behalf of the slave and the res-
toration of the Ameriean Union, and after a short and suitable address, moved the following
resolution: ) -

That we, the members of this society, tender our sincere thanks to Mr. Underwood, late
American consulate in Glasgow, for his condescension in noticing our humble efforts in behalf
of his bleeding country, struggling for the freedom of the slave; and in returning to his native
home, he may enjoy the blessings of peace, the restoration of the Union, with universal lib-
erty, is our earnest prayer. : ’

Mr. Alexander Pollock, teacher, Stewarton, gave a very impressive address, contrasting
slavery with christianity.

Mr. Daniel McArthur followed with a number of very touching and entertaining anecdotes
connected with slavery. . ) .

Mr. Andrew Wallace next in a very interesting manner endmerated the different measures
adopted by President Lincoln for the extinction of slavery and the preservation of the Union;
when the chairman proposed the following resolution :

That this meeting being deeply impressed with the laté presidential election in America,
cannot allow their exultation to pass without giving vent to their feelings, by congratulating
the true republicans of America for the splendid vietory they have achieved for the whole
human race, by re-electing Abraham Lincoln, the man from the people, and with the
peo&)le, and for the people, whose honesty of purpose, uprightness in judgment, unflinching
in duty, aided by the new stream of republican life that has flown into the Senate and Congress
from the late elections as will enable him to bring the unjust and unholy war to an honor-
able, a just, and a lasting peace.

Resolved, That_the foregoing be signed by the president and a copy be forwarded to the
Hon. Charles Adams, American ambassador, London, and to. be transmitted to Abraham
Lincoln, President of America, and another to Mr. Underwood, esq.®late American consulate,
Glasgow.

The business of the meeting being over, a vote of thanks was given to the president for his
conduct in the chair. . .

The meeting being composed of both sexes, they agreeably refreshed themselves, after
which Mr. Thomas Cambell, jr., opened the after programme by singing *‘Calam O’Glen,"
the rest of the evening being spent with sqngs and sentiment from both sexes giving to all

present great satisfaction. -
MATTHEW POLLOCK; President.
NEWMILNS ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, December 12, 1864.

To his\_Exccllcncy Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of America :

SIR: We, the workingmen of *South London, in ‘public meeting assembled, present our
most respectful but hearty congratulations on your re-election to the presidential chair.

‘We rejoice, in the manner in which that re-election was conducted, as well as its results,
proving, as it has done, that the possession of lawful political power by the masses of the
people does not tend to lawlessness, even when exercised under extremely trying circum-
stances. ‘

We regard the action of the decisive majority which has again placed you in power as an-
other proof that the great nation over which you preside is pledged to connect the restoration
of the Union with freedom for the negro, and with his being ultimately placed before the law
on a perfect equality with the white man.

- We lament the 'great suffering caused by this war, as we abhor the treachery by which it
was commenced, and we earnestly pray that peace may be established, not by such unholy
compromise as would cause a speedy renewal of the war, but a peace which, being righteous,
will also be permanent. .

We deprecate the unjust and unkind remarks of a portion of our press and people in
reference to yourself and the great cause you represent, but these must no more be regarded
asa fair representation of the opinion of Great Britian than the statements of some papers and

.
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- public men in America réspecting this country are to be taken as a fair representation of 'the"’
opinion of America. E

In conclusion, we beg to assure you of our earnest prayer that Almighty God may lo
preserve your life, and give you all needful help in the important position you have been called®
to occupy at this important crisis, and hoping that America will soon be re-united and free, |
and that gour nation and our own may ever be found in perfect agreement for the good of the ;
world and the %Jlory of God, we bid you farewell. : .

Signed on behalf of, and at the unanimous request of the meeting. - L

. NEWMAN HALL, Chairman. 3

LAMBETH BATHS, . December 8, 1864. . : 3

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1192.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 17, 1864.
Sir: I have received your despatch of the 25th of November, No. 818. 1
_The tone of the British and French press justifies your observation that every ;
effort is made by our enemies abroad to counteract the legitimate moral effect
of the presidential election. Chief among such efforts is the studied representa-
tion that our military campaign is unsuccessful and desperate. Happily a very ‘4
full correction of this misstatement is already on its way across the Atlantic. . §
I am, sir, your obedient servant, ' '

. WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHARLES FRANCIS ApaMs, Esq., &c., &c., §e. ; ,

Mr. Seward to M. Adams.

No. 1193] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
’ ' Washington, December 17, 1864. -
Sir: Westerly ‘winds detained the Canada, so that her mails reached the
department only on the 16th instant. You, as well as Mr. Dayton, direct my }
attention to the articles in which the presses of London and Paris consoled the
European enemies of the United States for their reverse in the presidential elec-
tion, by spasmodic predictions of the failure of our armies in the Valle_y _of ‘Vil:-
ginia, at Richmond, in Georgia, in Tennessee, and in and beyond the Mississippi.
By a singular coincidence my reading of these portentous warnings was inter-
rupted by the electric news that in a large degree the.belligerent forces have }
withdrawn from the Shenandoah valley; that Major General Thomas, on the
16th instant, left his works and assaulted the besieging army under Hood, and -
in battles continuing through days, defeated and routed it, killing and wound-
ing a yet unestimated number, and capturing fifty guns, as many flags, and cer-
tainly more than five thousand prisoners. In the same moment came the agree-
able intelligence that the enemy were routed and driven from the batteries they
had planted on the Cumberland, on the northern line of General Thomasts com-,
.munication; that General Burbridge had got into the rear of Breckinridge and '
captured Abbingdon, in Virginia, and defeated the enemy at Glades Springs
and at Kingsport, on the Holston river, in Tennessee. General Canby reportgd
at the same moment the success of two expeditions—the one from Memphis,
which destroyed Hood’s communication with Jackson, Mississippi, and the other
from Baton Rouge towards Mobile, which. prevented all attempts to supply or
re-enforce Hood from that place. .
Simultaneously Major General Sherman reports that he has arrived ai the
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mouth of the Ogeechee, and taken Fort McAllister, with its garrison and arma-
ment of twenty-one guns, by storm. Thus he has firmly planted at the Ossa-
baw sound, below Savannah, in full co-operation with the land and naval forces ;
thus he has invested that city and demanded its surrender. A well-appointed
fleet of sixty-five vessels, carrying six hundred guns, attended by a co-operating
army under Major General Butler, departed from Hampton roads on the 13th
instant, with a destination (concealed by seal upon its orders) which will prob-
ably be revealed by the telegraph before the departure of the steamer with our
outgoing mail from Boston.

The pretended rebel house of representatives have passed a bill designed to
force the slaves in the insurgent States to fight for the establishmeut of an em-
pire having African slavery for its corner-stone. We shall see whether this
desperate effort improves the condition of the insurgents. The Richmond Ent
quirer argues for the abolition of slavery with the zeal if not with the charity
of Wilberforce. It seems now to be a question, whether the United States
armies shall effect emancipation under the President’s war proclamation, or Vir-
ginia shall abolish slavery to baffle the United States armies. So that it is
manifest that slavery in Virginia must perish in any case.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
- CuarLEs Francis Apams, Esq., §c., &c., §c.

(The same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1194.] : DEPARTMENT OF STATE, -
Washington, December, 19, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the
25th of November last, No. 821. It is accompanied by a copy of the representa-
tion which under previous instructions-you addressed to Earl Russell, on the
,special subject of the recent aggressions upon the Canadian border. The pa-
per is accurate, elaborate, and comprehensive, and is therefore approved. I fear,
however, that her Majesty’s government very imperfectly apprehend the exi-
gency to which their attention has been called. Of course it is not known here
what they may have done in the premises; but it is certain that while they
have been either considering it, or overlooking it, the complications of the case
have greatly increased.

In my despatch of the 14th instant, No. 1190, I informed you that Coursal,
the provincial judge at Montreal, had set’at liberty the felons who committed
.the crimes of robbery and murder at St. Albans, Subsequent information con- -
firms the fact, with the addition that the money stolen to the amount, as is un-
derstood, of ninety thousand dollars, which was in the custody of the law, was
delivered to the felons by the police, under the direction of the same judge, and -
that thus richly furnished with the spoils of our citizens, they were conveyed
amid popular acclamations, in sleighs which had been prepared for their escape,
from the court-room, beyond the reach of fresh pursuit. That the discharge of
the prisoners was placed upon technical ground, now confessed to be erroneous,
equally in law and in fact; that when new warrants were issued, the police
were dilatory and treacherous in its execution, and that all efforts for the recap-
tute of the culprits have thus far been unsuccessful. It is believed that they
have already escaped from Canada, to find even more sure protection and favor
in Nova Scotia. It is impossible to consider thest proceedings as either legal,
just, or friendly towards the United States.

4pC
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On the other hand, I am just now informed that Burleigh, the pirate of Lake
Erie, who ‘was held under a warrant of another judge at Toronto, has not yet
been set at liberty. But while disappointment, disgust, and regret on ac-
count of the escape of the felons at Montreal are expressed by the Canadian au-
thorities, and while the expression is believed to be sincere, yet we have no au-
thentic information that any proceedings have been taken to vindicate the so-
called neutrality of the British provinces, or prevent repetition of the injuries
of which we complained, other than the unavailing renewed pursuit of the of-
fenders out of one colony into another. This is the condition of affairs on the
other side of the boundary. On this side there have been intense feeling and
energetic action. Congress has passed a law authorizing the building and equip-
ment of six steam revenue cutters for service on the lakes. The House of Rep-
resentatives has passed and sent to the Senate a bill, which requests the Presi-
dent to give the notice needful for bringing to an end the reciprocity treaty.
Mr. Chandler, one of the senators of Michigan in Congress, has submitted to
the Senate resolutions, of which a copy is hereunto annexed. In' submitting
them he discussed with severity and frankness the relations of the United States
and the British provinces. A copy of his remarks is also annexed. :

Major General Dix, within whose command the eastern part of the frontier
lies, without directions from the War Department, issued and promulgated gen- °
eral orders of which a copy is appended. This proceeding, although it met
with general favor, was nevertheless overruled and modified by the President
in one of its essential features. That modification appears in the copy of a sup-
plementary order of General Dix, which is appended to this despatch.

An order has been made by this department, directing that except immigrant
passengers, no traveller shall be allowed to enter the United States without a
passport, signed and vised by an American minister or consul. A copy of this
order is annexed. Thus it appears that owing to transactions, for which the:
United States believe themselves perfectly irresponsible, a crisis has been reached,
which does not suffer American citizens, living in or near the British border, to
navigate the frontier lakes and rivers in safety. Their treasure is not safe in
their vaults, and their sleep is disturbed by well-founded apprehensions of mid-
night fire, robbery, and murderous aggressions from the British border provinces.
Our appeals and our remonstrances to her Majesty’s government have not gained
for us any assurance of greater security in the future.

You will exercise your own discretion as to the form and extent in which you
will place these facts and reflections before her Majesty’s government. Neverthe-
less, I shall procire accurate information concerning the amount of stolen money,
which was delivered by order of Judge Coursal to the felons at Montreal, and
I shall expect you to inform her Majesty’s government that in the opinion of
this government the owners of that-money at St. Albans are entitled to resti-
tution thereof. ' -

In all your communications with Earl Russell you will assure him that this
government, while it steadily perseveres in seeking guarantees from our domestic
peace and safety against the invasion of border enemies, nevertheless most earn-
estly desires and constantly aims to remain in peace and friendship and fraternal
intercourse with the British provinces and with the British empire. '

Just when I was about to submit the foregoing portion of this paper to the
President for his approval, I was favored by Mr. Burnley with a copy of a
despatch, which was addressed by Earl Russell to Lord Lyons on the 26th of
November last. Lord Lyons having received from me, for his own information,
a copy of my instruction to you, upon which your note of the 25th of No-
vember last to Earl Russell was based, Lord Lyons very properly communicated
that copy to the right honorable secretary, and he with equal propriety answered
your representation by the before-mentioned despatch addressed to Lord Lyons.
In Lord Lyons’s absence, Mr. Burnley has placed the despatch in my hands.
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The mail cannot wait for a full consideration on my part of Earl Russell’s care-
ful and elaborate paper. I think, however, that what his lordship has written
affords no reason for withholding from her Majesty’s government the facts, opin-
ions, and sentiments which I have submitted in the instruction. You will, there-
fore, make them known to Earl Russell, with an explanation of the fact that
they were prepared, not in reply to his lordship’s despatch to Lord Lyons, but
in anticipation of what he might be pleased to offer.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, <
' WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Cuarses Francis Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., §c.

THIRTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION.
IN SENATE.— Wednesday, December 14, 1864,
RAIDS FROM THE BRITISH PROVINCE.

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I see in this morning’s paper the following announce-
ment:

“ToRONTO, December 13.—The St. Albans raiders have been discharged for want of juris-
diction. There is much excitement.”

I desire to offer a couple of reselutions this morning bearing upon this subject, one of them
particularly ; but I do not expect to make the Senate understand the state of feeling that
exists on the Canadian border. I have a great number of letters in my possession from
gentlemen living upon that border. In my own city, which is within musket range of the
Canadian shore, thousands of the citizens have been under arms for a long time, and we have
been under a continuous state of alarm for fear of incendiaries, murderers, burglars, and
robbers from the Canadian frontier. From the announcement that I have read it would seem
to appear that the Canadian authorities have made up their minds to protect these raiders. As
I undérstand it, a man goes from the south to Canada with a commissien purperting to be
issued by Mr. Davis, enlists his raiding party, crosses the frontier, murders, robs, burns,
destroys, returns again to Canada, and is there protected by the authorities. The letters
which I have in my possession are all bearing upon that point. TLe one I now hold in my

. hand is from one of our most respectable citizens in the city of Detroit, a gentleman of great
wealth, of high political and social position, and who earnestly desires to avoid a difficulty
with great Britain at this time. He says:

“The anxiety growing out of the mist and doubt encircling every rumor that reaches us
is not to be endured, and upon some slight provocation, one of these days, regardless of
neutral lines, our people will be found in Canada engaged in some act that the Canadian
government will say is wrong, and, sooner or later, war will be the result; this we do not
want.”

Again he says:
“Will you give it your attention, for I think it involves, sooner or later, if not properly
heeded, war with England.”

As I said when I commenced, I have no expectation of making the Senate comprehend
this state of excitement, this intense state of feeling which exists on that border. Vermont
may, for aught I know, quietly submit to have her towns robbed and burned, and her citizens
murdered, but the northwest will not. The people cennot be restrained unless the govern-
ment takes prompt and immediate action upon this subject; and I desire to offer the following
resolution on the subject. It may not meet the views of the Senate, but I offer it for the
purpose of having the subject referred to a committee; and I have another to follow it:

‘Whereas raids have been organized in the Canadas and Nova Scotia, and men enlisted in
said British provinces by men purporting t0 hold commissions from the rebels of the United
States, for the purpose of robbing and murdering peaceable citizens of the United States, of
burning cities and villages, of piratically capturing merchant vessels and murdering their
crews, being a general system of murder, arson, robberies, and plunders of the peaceable
and unarmed citizens of the United States; and whereas the people of the British provinces
seem disposed to protect these thieves, robbers, incendiaries, 'pirates, and murderers, not only
in their individual capacity, but by the quibbles of the law: Therefore,

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be directed to inquire into the expediency
of immediately enlisting an army corps to watch and defend our territory bordering on'the,
lakes and Canadian line from all hostile demonstrations.,

I ask for the present consideration of the resolution.



52 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

‘Mr. JouxsoN. I object. ' : .
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection is made, and the resolution will lie over until to-
morrow.
Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the resolution be printed.
. The motion was agreed to.

RECLAMATION ON GREAT BRITAIN,

Mr. CHANDLER. I had hoped that that resolution would pass unanimously this morning ;
but as it is objected to, of course it must lie over. I now offer the following resolution :

Whereas at the commencement of the present rebellion the United States were at peace
with the governments of the world, and upon terms of comity and good will with Great Bri-
tain; and whereas that nation, before the arrival on her soil of our minister accredited by the
administration of President Lincoln, precipitately acknowledged the rebels as belligerents,
thus recognizing’ their flag upon the ocean, without which recognition it would have been
regarded and treated as piratical by all other powers; and whereas she then proclaimed per-
fect neutrality between a republic with which she had entertained friendly relations for
upward of half a century and its treasonable subjects; and whereas numbers of her subjects,
with the knowledge of her government, commenced fitting out British fast-sailing ships,
loaded with munitions of war, for the purpose of running into our blockaded ports.to the
rebels, thus furnishing them the means of or; anizing and continuing the rebellion, and with-
out which it could not have sustained itself six months; and whereas, in addition to the"
above, and with the knowledge of the government, British subjects and members of Parlia-
ment engaged in the manufacture of piratical English ships, owned by British subjects,
manned by British seamen, and sailing under British colors, for the purpose of burning,
destroying, and utterly diiving from the ocean all peaceful merchant vessels sailing under
the United States flag: and whereas many private and unarmed American ships have been
burned and destroyed by these pirates from British ports, thus causing great loss and damage
to the citizens of the United States: Therefore,

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be instructed immediately to make out a list of each
ship and cargo thus destroyed, with a fair and separate valuation thereof, and interest thereon
at the rate of six per cent. per annum from the date of capture or destruction to the date of
presentation, and that he be directed to demand from the British government payment in
full for all ships and cargoes destroyed as aforesaid.

" I ask for the present consideration of the resolution, and move that it be referred to the
Committee on Commerce. :
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires unanimous consent to consider the resolution
at the present time. Is there objection? .
Mr. JouNsoN. I object.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, it wili lie over.
Mr. CHANDLER. I move that the resolution be printed. .
The motion was agreed to.

[General Orders No. 97.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Bast,
New York city, December 14, 1864.

Information having been received at these headquarters that the rebel marauders who were
guilty of murder and robbery at 8t. Albans have béen discharged from arrest, and that other
enterprises of a like character are actually in preparation in Canada, the commanding gen-
eral deems it due to the people of the frontier towns to adopt the most prompt and efficient
measures for the security of their lives and property.

All military commanders on the frontiers are therefore instructed, in case further acts of
depredation and murder are attempted; whether by marauders or persons acting under com-
missions from the rebel authorities at Richmond, to shoot down the perpetrators, it possible,
while in the commission of their erimes; or, if it be necessary, with a view to their capture,
to cross the boundary between the United States and Canada, said commanders are hereby
directed to pursue them wherever they may take refuge, and if captured they are under no
circumstances to be surrendered, but are to be sent to these headquarters for trial and punish-
ment by martial law. : . -

The major general commanding the department will not hesitate to exercise to the. fullest
* extent the authority he possesses, under the rules of law recognized by all civilized states,
in regard to persons organizing hostile expeditions within neutral territory and fleeing to it
for an asylum after committing aets of depredation within our own, such an exercise of :
authority having become indispensable to protect our cities and towns from incendiarism and
our people from robbery and murder.
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Tt is earnestly hoped that the inhabitants of our frontier districts will abstain from all acts
of retaliation on account of the outrages committed by rebel marauders, and that the proper
meagures of redress will be left to the action of the public authorities. ’

By command of Major General Dix:

’ D. T. VAN BUREN,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant General.
-Official :
WRIGHT RIVES,
. Atide-de-Camp.

[General Orders No. 100.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST,
New York City, December 17, 1864..

The President of the United States having disapproved of that portion of department Gen-
eral Orders No. 97, current series, which instructs all military commanders on the frontier,
in certain cases therein specified, to cross the boundary line between the United States and
Canada, and directs pursuit into neutral territory, the said instruction is hereby revoked.

In case, therefore, of any future marauding expedition into our territory from Canada, mil-
itary commanders on the frontiers will report to these headquarters for orders before crossing
the boundary line in pursuit of the guilty parties. )

By command of Major General Dix:

: D. T. VAN BUREN,
. Colonel and Assistant Adjutant General.
Official :
G. VON EICKSTEDT,
: Atide-de-Camp.

L
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS IN REGARD TO PASSPORTS.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 1, 1864.

Citizens of the United States visiting foreign countries are liable to serious inconvenience
if unprovided with authentic proof of their national character. Their best safeguard is a
passport from this department, certifying the bearer to be a citizen of the United States.
Passports are issued upon application, supported by proof of citizenship.

%n all subsequent occasions a simple reference to the number and date of passport will be
sufficient.

‘When the applicant is a native citizen of the United States, he must transmit an affidavit of
this fact, signed by him, stating his age and place of birth, and sworn to by himself and one *

" other citizen of the United States named therein, to whom he is personally known, and to
the best of whose knowledge and belief the declaration made by him is true. This affidavit
must be attested by a notary public, under his signature and seal of office. When there is
no notary in the place, the affidavit may be made before a justice of the peace, or other officer
authorized to administer oaths. :

If the applicant be a maturalized citizen, his certificate of naturalization must be trans-
mitted for inspection. It will be returned with the passport. The widow or the children of
a naturalized citizen must transmit the certificate of the naturalization of the husband or the
father, stating under oath that they are such widow or children.

The application should be accompanied by a description of the person, stating the follow-

ing particulars, viz; Age, years ; stature, feet inches, (English measure ;)
forehead, ; eyes, ; nose, ; mouth, ; chin, 5 hair, ; com-
plexion, ; face, .

‘When the applicant is to be accompanied by his wife, children, or servants, it will be suffi-
cient to state the names and ages of such persons, and their relationship to the applicant.

Persons who leave the country expecting to obtain passports whilst abroad from the diplo-
matic or consular agents of the United States are liable to disappointment, inasmuch as it
is the duty of those agents not to grant documents-of that character, except to persons who
are certainly known to be entitled to them ; and it is sometimes difficult, if not impracticable,
to procure proof of this fact in a foreign country. :

Certificates of citizenship or passports issued by State authorities, or by judicial or muni-
cipal functionaries of the United States, are not recognized by the officers of foreign govern-
ments; and by the twenty-third section of the act of Congress approved on the 18th of s
Ali%ust, 1856, 1t is made penal for such authorities and functionaries to issue such passports.

hen husband, wife, and minor children expeet to travel together, a single passport for
the whole will suffice. For any other person in the party a separate passport will be required.

A new passport will be expected to be taken out by every person whenever he or she may
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leave the United States, and every passport must be renewed, either at this department or at
a legation or consulate abroad, within one year from its date.

Five dollars tax, as imposed by law, will be required in United States currency with each
application. ' :

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 17, 1864.

The President directs that, except immigrant passengers directly entering an American port
by sea, henceforth no traveller shall be allowed to enter the United States from a foreign
country without a passport. If a citizen, the passport must be from this department, or from
some United States minister or consul abroad ; and if an alien, from the competent authority
of his own country; the passport to be countersigned by a diplomatic agent or consul of the
United States. . -

This regulation is intended to apply especially to persons prepesing to come to the United
States from the neighboring British provinces. Its observance will be strictly enforced by
all officers, civil, military, and naval, in the service of the United States, and the State and
municipal authorities are requested to aid in its execution. It is expected, however, that no
immigrant passenger, coming in manner aforesaid, will be obstructed, or any other persons
who may set out on their way hither before intelligence of this regulation could reasonably
be expected to reach the country from which they may have started.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

I. Passports for Canada and the adjoining British provinces are issued for one year, and
need not be surrendered within that period. ’

II. Citizens of the United States, desirous of visiting Canada, may take out their passports
either from United States consulates, or from this department.

II1. United States consular agents are authorized to issue passports, and may countersign
those of foreigmers. .

IV. Travellers making transit through Canada, from one American "port to another
American port, must procurg passports. :

V. Persons residing near the line, who desire to cross and recross daily, in pursuit of their
usual avocations, are ‘‘ travellers” in the contemplation of the order, and must provide them-
selves with passports.

VI. Females and minor children, travelling alone, are included in the order. When, how-
ever, husband, wife, and minor children travel together, a single passport for the whole will
suffice. For any other person in the party a separate passport will be required.

VII. Should any person, native or foreign, clandestinely enter the United States in dero-
gation of the order, the fact should be reported to the military authorities of the district.

[Circular No. 55.]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 14, 1865.
To the consular officers of the United States in conterminous British provinees :

Consular officers in territories conterminous with the United States on their northern and
northeastern frontiers are hereby authorized to receive United States currency in payment
for passports, so long as the order of December 17, 1864, shall remain in force, bearing in
mind that the law requires five dollars as a fee for issuing a passport, which amount is pay-
able into the United States treasury, and in foreign countries a consular fee of one dollar in
addition. The existing regulation, by which consular agents were forbidden to give pass-
ports, is hereby rescinded for the period above mentioned. If any person shall %a.ve been
charged more than the legal fees, as they are herein mentioned, the excess will be refunded
to him by the consul to w%mm the sum has been paid, such repayment to be reported to this
department. A uniform rate of charge is expected and enjoined. Passports to enter the
British provinces and return thence will be promptly issued by this department, on application,

in accordance with the passport regulations.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Mr. Seward to Myr. Adams.

No. 1196.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, .
Washington, December 21, 1864,

Sir: In your despatch, No. 819, you gave an account of the trial and con-

- viction of Jones and Hyatt for* violations of the anti-enlistment law. It is to be



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 55

 feared that the lenity of the sentence wpon the offenders proceeds upon the
ground that the offence was venial. I send you herewith some intercepted cor-
respondence found on board of the Alabama, which, if rightly viewed, ought to
lead to a conviction of those persons and others of systematic, habitual, and
daring contempt of the British laws. It is thought expedient to have prosecu-
tions instituted against these persons. It can do us no harm to know the exact
amount of protection we can derive from British laws administered by British
courts. v )

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHARLES FraNcis Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., §e.

Mr. Barney to Captain Morris.

GRAND HOTEL, Paris, February 5, 1864.

My DeaR MoRris: I have intended writing to you for several days, but postponed it
until I could hear somethingildeﬁnite from Nantes. I received your letter this morning, and
was soiry to hear that you had been sick. Ihope you will soon get to sea, and the change
‘will be beneficial to you. ‘

Reissetson is here, and reports all ready for you. You are to telegraph when ready, as
agreed upon. I told him you would not be ready before next Tuesday, I thought. I am
sorry to hear of the ill success of the Blower. Bullock says the Florida's engines were only
intended to work up to sixty-five revolutions, and any increase above that mark must be
-very racking, and should only be resorted to on an emergency. Her maximum speed under
steamn alone was estimated ten knots. I represented to Bullock that your money chest would
be pretty low, and he kindly consented to pay for the carriages. You will approve V.’s bills,
and B. will pay them, and so give you a little more money to cruise on.

1 am very sorry to hear of the bad behavior of Hawthorne. He promised very fair when
1 teleased him. "I hope when you get to sea your men will settle down, and by firm and
judicious treatment become a good crew. I wrote you about the engineer’s allotments. I
‘find the men are also allowed to leave them. But I suppose there are none of your new men
who have been familiar in England. I scarcely think it worth while to give them the chance
of swindling the government.

There was one man of the old crew who wanted to send money to his mother in Ireland.
1 forget his name. Averett will know whom I mean. You might let him know quietly that
he could leave an allotment. Jones & Co., of Liverpool, act as attorneys for the men of the
other ships, and pay the money to their friends in any part of Great Britain, and will do the
‘same servioe for the Florida. The ticket must be made payable to J. & Co., or any one else
in Liverpool, and the person to whom it is to be sent, &ng his or her place of residence given
“The amount is sent at the expense of the government. Captain Blakely requests Captain
M. F. Maury to caution our officers.against overloading his guns, and he adds: ‘‘In the
Florida we constantly fire twenty poungs of powder from my 6-inch gun, only of cast-iron,
banded with steel.” I thought the pivot guns were seven inches, and know he is mistaken
about the twenty-pound charges. Ask Averett to give me the true stato of the case. What
is the diameter of bore of the pivots?

Remember me kindly to the doctor. I received his note and remittance, and the money
and likenesses by Mr. Hough. I don’t think that of you, sent to-day, very ,cirnood. I gave Seme
one; he is well and his family. Young Trenholm has improved very much since 1 first came
up, but still looks delicate. Kind regards to Averett and all hands. My health is improving,
but T still suffer much at times. I am at a loss what to do with myself. There is nothing
new here. I am glad the things I sent were satisfactory. If I can do anything else for you
command me. I hope to hear from you before you leave. ’

Wishing you every success, I am, very truly, yours,
: J. N. BARNEY.

Captain Bullock to Captain Morris.

LIVERPOOL, January 14, 1864.

DEAR MORRIS : Ireceived ];J'om' letter of the 8th instant, day before yesterday, and I have

_only delayed replying to it that I might look about a little to see how you could best be

helped out of your difficulty. As all the matter of shipping men for the vessels in France,

that is for your ship and the Rappahannock, had been intrusted to Mr. Bold, I desired first to
see what arrangements he had made and whether they could be extended.

Before I could do it a rumor got abroad that the members of the firm of Jones & Co., who

you know are partners of Mr. Bold, were about to be taken up for violation of the foreign
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enlistment act, and yesterday the newspapers stated the fact openly. It appears that Jones .
& Co. are summoned to appear before the magistrates on Friday, (to-morrow, ) charged with
enlisting men for the Confederate States naval service ; and although mention is only made of
the Georgia, yet it is said that important revelations concerning the conduct of Confederate
State officers here will be made. This result has not surprised me, for the indiscreet manner
in which men have been engaged and sent about has been freely commented upon, and in an-
ticipation of trouble, I have kept entirely clear of the parties engaged in these movements.
This action of the authorities absolutely closes England to you as a recruiting ground, unless
you in person make an arrangement with some one in France to deliver you men at so much
& head. That is the manner in which I managed in the erew of the Alabama, and thus
did not come in contact with any of the men until they were actually on board ship, and were
beyond the jurisdiction of England. For any Confederate, States officer to attempt engaging:
men here now would insure his getting into trouble, besides ending in failure; because I am
sure that agents of the Yankee consul would offer their services with the express intent of
lodging information.

Hamilton has written you about Read, who would be an excellent man for the work if he
can be spared. Suppose you ask your agent in Brest if there is mot some shipping-master
there whe would engage to furnish a certain number of men, you paying all expenses of
transportation and a specified sum for each man delivered on board.

I have written Commodore B., suggesting that the Georgia’s men be transferred to your
ship. I am told she has some excellent men who are willing to remain in the service, I re-
gret exceedingly that you should have such embarrassment in the very outset, especially as
neither foresight nor discretion on_your part could have prevented it, and because, more-
over, I can render you no direct aid. I will, however, endeavor to send you & man who ¥
think can be trusted on some assumed business, and you can make him a direct offer to pick
you up some men.

It is probable that T shall go to Paris on Tuesday next. Write me to the care of Mr. Senae,
In the mean time, if the man alluded to above will go, I will let you know in advamee. If
arrangements have been made, Tesier, I am sure he will carry them out faithfully and
judiciously.

I am very truly yours,
JAMES D. BULLOCK.

A.. Norur & Company to Captain Morris. .
. > NANTES, Januory 15, 1864. .
I will do all my efforts for makin%the greatest possible numher of the fuzes you are want-
ing to five hundred. These pieces I am sure shall satisfy you. .
Please to give me all information that is of an absolute necessity. Does the touch-hole:
of your shells narrow or increase, or does it remain equal to the diameter A of the fuze from
the point B, (inferior part of the fuze’s thread when screwed in the shell7) That is of ime~
portance to me, for I want to know if a fuze that should he 2% times longer, and should bave

“the same:diameter on the whole length, could be introduced in your own shells. The two
-sockets for the pivot-bolts shall alse be ready in time. In a fow days I shall state the
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amount of my bill. I have not very well understood what captain is saying, when he asks
‘“could you get hide-rope for wheel-ropes?”” I am writing for further information; there-
upoun, believe me, captain, with kind regards, very sincerely yours,

: . A. NORUR & CO.

CAPTAIN MORRIS, C. 8, N., Brest.

NANTES, January 18, 1865.

MY DEAR Sir: In accordance with your request I herewith send you the approximate
cost of the different objects I will- deliver to you at the time and place agreed upon, with a
detailed invoice of the same. The approximate amountis 12,500 francs. The expenses of the
steamer that shall carry these objects will be over and above, and will be paid by Captain
James B., for it is impossible to foresee them actually. I cannot give youthe exact amount,
owing to the fact that several items are still in hand in fulfilment of your last orders. The
lengthening by two feet two inches and three quarters (2 ft. 2% inches) of the objects men-
tioneg in your letter of the 12th instant, will in nowise delay their delivery at the time men-
tioned. - .

I have received yours of the 16th instant. Nevertheless I enclose, for better explanations,

O .

3 B

AN
=

inches.
> 4.764
n.
<0.886
\4

(The thread of the screw is precisely similar to that of the fuze I received from you.)

the sketch of the fuzes I am making for you. I have just heard that it is of physical im-
possibility to get the hide-rope before twenty days. I did not hesitate, however, to order it,
in case some cause or other should delay your departure.
I remain, captain, very respectfully, yours,
A. NORUR.
. " CAPTAIN MoRRis, C..S. N., Brest.
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Mr. Senac to Mr. Taylor.

PARIs, September 18, 1863.

"DEARSIR: On the opposite side of this sheet you havea memorandum of money advanced
to the men belonging to the Florida, who were attached to the Lapwing. -

As I have no means of getting the proper vouchers for this money, please forward me a
certificate that the amounts have been checked against their respective accounts. It will
be easy for you to procure vouchers from them, for that portion of the money paid for their
board and traveling expenses, when it would be impossible for me to do it.

Very truly, yours,
Y F. SENAC.
[Account with seamen of the Florida. ]
Sum of money paid crew of Lapwing.
John ROSS - ceueee . POr PAY. cvuieaen it ciiacaanaaas e eeeeaaas ... $34 00
Per board ..coeunoiiiiioenoaaaaaalae e 21 75
Per travelling expenses
James Hawthorn...Per pay .....eeeniioaie oot iiieciiicaccaaaaaan
Per board '
Per travelling expenses
100 75
Thomas F. Brown. .Per ga.y ........................................... 54 00
Per board ........ s eeseoemrresasnnacannnn e mons ?1 75
Per travelling expenses.....cceceeiecnee cocneeannns 25 00
: 100 75
William Wilson. .. Per pay-ccecs coeeemecvammeecociecaccee caee camens 54 00
Per board..cea. .o i R1 75
Per travelling expenses...ceeeeeeee cecoeeeaananoaen 25 00
100 75
James McDonald. . Per Pay -« cceceeoccnaauececamcaeneen caneecacnnaenn 54 00
Per board - oo e 2175
Per travelling exXpenses «ceoceveercaccencceanaannan 25 00
. 100 75
J.W. McDonald. .. Per PaY - ceeeuncaeecacanes cocmce e aaas 54 00
Per board. ... .ooeoiiiiiiei e i 10 00
Per travelling expenses ..coeeceeiveceneieeeenvannn. 25 00
' 89 50
623 25

The above men were furnished by my agents, Jones & Co., of Liverpool, who held the
receipts of the men for the above amounts. )
F. SENAC.
‘Whole amount paid, $73 21 and $19 40. )
To Huolle, due by department for transportation, $19 40.

LIVERPOOL, September 10, 1865,
We, the undersigned, have each received from Messrs. Jones & Co. the sums against

which our names are respectively placed. Any surplus of the five pounds for travelling ex-
penses to Brest to be placed against our wages account. :
Wages—each three months—and boarding expenses, to Brest.
[Exchange at four shilings. ]

10 16 0...... 3 months, $23 per m., 47—6 wk. & 1.5 day--ccceoaun-. John Ross.
10 16 0...... ¢ R ¢ 47 5 T, Jas. Hawthorne.
10 16 0...... ¢ 22 ¢ 47 5 deeceaean Thos. F. Brown.
10 16 0-----. “ 99 w47 5 eoieeen.--..William Wilson.
) his

10 16 0...... s R« 47 5 ceeciacecaes Jas. 4+ McDonald.

' mark.
10 16 0...... ¢ 22 ¢ 47—3 B eeeeeieieee. J. W. McDonald.
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From September 11 to September 14. . ceenneeen coaae i i ceeeceee e e g&
s.
L.toL. 16 9—188 meals. cceue cemsiaice e e ececieerece e 3
9 0—4,008 railroad and StEAM . ..cc. ceeememmecae ot iiea o e e ans 1
R—118 bagEage .« cecemcacemcmecmeacecaciecaacacace e caaac 4

Fraser, Trenholm & Co. to Mr. -Barney.

LIVERPOOL, September 22, 1863.

DEAR SIR: We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 18th instant, the con-
tents of which we have noted, and will have our best attention.

‘We are informed by Messrs. Fawecett, Preston & Co., the builders of the engines of the
Florida, that the spare machinery to which you refer was sent to Havre some time ago, and
is now lying there subject to an order for delivery, which they have given to Captain Bul-
lock. We are also informed by the same parties that they senf a blower, but they believe
it is not the sort required, and they are now endeavoring to procure a more suitable one.

As regards’the engineers, we must await Captain Bullock’s return to know who the men
are. We have requested Messrs. Fawcett, Preston & Co. to engage two or three good, steady
firemen ; and as soon as Captain ,Bullock arrives, (on the 24th,) we will endeavor to have
engineers, firemen, and machinery sent to you, and by the route you suggest.

We are, dear sir, yours, faithfully,
FRASER, TRENHOLM & CO.
I. R. ARMSTRONG.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1197 ] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 21, 1864.

Sir : I have received your despatch of November 25, No. 819, in which the
detention of the Great Western is the principal topic. I have also received the
reports of Mr. Dudley, our consul at Liverpool, concerning this case.

I think it will be sufficient for the present to make a statement of the case,
founded upon Mr. Dudley’s reports, and ask an explanation.

We have yet to hear from the owners of the vessel. ‘

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHuarLES FrANncis Apams, Esq., §c., &c., §c.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.
[Extracts. ]

No. 836.| . LecaTion or THE UNITED STATES,
_ London, December 22, 1864.
Sir : I have to acknowledge the reception, from the department, of despatches
numbered from 1165 to 1182, inclusive. * * * *
In accordance with the instructions contained in No. 1165, of the 80th No-
vember, I have sent to Lord Russell copies of the papers enclosed, and have ad-
dressed to him a note containing a protest against the proceedings at Bermuda,
as desired by you. A copy of my note is transmitted.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, :
: ' CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiayx H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.
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Mr. Adams to Earl Russell.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 21, 1864.

My LorD : I have the honor to submit to yonr consideration copies of a correspondence
which has taken place between Mr. Allen, consul of the United States at Bermuda, and the
authorities at that island, relative to the case of the steamer Roanoke.

I am instructed by my government to enter a protest against the proceedings therein de-
scribed, so far as they relate to the enlistment of men, and the discharge of the parties con-
cerned in the outrage. I am directed to specify most particularly the man Braine, already
well known to the British authorities as having.been engaged in a similar affair against the
steamer Chesapeake in another portion of her Majesty’s dominions, from the proper conse-
quences of which he was suffered to escape. It would appear from the evidence that in the
last case, and in the former one, he had accomplices among the inhabitants of the place. .

I pray your lordship to accept the assurance of the highest consideration with which I
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,

. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Right Hon. EARL RUSSELL, &c., &c., &c.

[Enclosures ] .

. Mr. Allen to Mr. Seward, October 28, 1864.
. Mr. Allen fo Governor Hamley, October 6, 1864.
Deposition of Mr. Devine, October 6, 1864.
Governor Hamley to Mr. Allen, October 6, 1864.
. Mr. Allen to Governor Hamley, October 7, 1864.
Mr. Allen to Governor Hamley, October 8, 1864.
. Protest of officers of the Roanoke, October 8, 1864.
. Mr. Allen to Mr. Hyland, October 10, 1864.° .
. Deposition of Mr. Allen, October 10, 1864.
10. Mr. Allen to Governor Hamley, October 12, 1864.
11. Governor Hamley to Mr. Allen, October 16, 1864.
[The above enclosures are printed in part second of diplomatic correspondence for 1864,
pages 361, &ec.]

O WS U Lo =

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 838.] LecAaTiON oF THE UNITED STATES,
) London, December 22, 1864.

Sir: In conformity with the instructions contained in your- No. 1172, of the
3d instant; I immediately forwarded to Commodore Craven the packet which
came addressed to him. At the same time I wrote to Mr. Dudley, the consul
at Liverpool, requesting him to be on the watch, and to give me all the infor-
mation he can procure respecting the movements of Mr. Leon Smith. Thus
far, he writes me, he.has not found anything. I am inclined to believe it one of
many projects entertained and afterwards abandoned for want of means.

Should any evidence of a decided character turn up, I shall not fail promptly
to use it in the way indicated. '

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr, Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 839.] LeeaTION OF THE UNITED STATES, -
London, December 22, 1864.
Sir: Inobedience to your instructions in despatch No. -1173, of the 3d in-
stant, I have addressed a note to Lord Wharncliffe, a copy of which is herewith
transmitted.
I have the honor to be, sir, youi obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.
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R Mr. Adams to Lord Wharncliffe.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 20, 1864.

My Lorb: I have the honor to inform you that I have submitted to the consideration of
my government a copy of your lordship’s note to me of the 12th of November, and of my
reply of the 18th of that month, and I have now to apprise you of the conclusion which has
been reached.

Iam instructed to say that permission for an agent of the committee described by your
lordship, to visit the insurgents detained in the military prisons of the United States, and to
distribute among them seventeen thousand pounds of British gold, cannot be granted.

I am sorry to be further constrained to signify to your lordship that with this note my
correspondence on this subject must be brought to a close.

T have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Lord WHARNCLIFFE, Wortley Hall, Sheffield.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 840.] - LeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 22, 1864.

- Sir : In connexion with your despatch, No. 1164, of the 29th of November,
I have the honor now to transmit copies of a letter addressed by me to Eart
Russell on the 12th, and of his lordship’s reply of the 16th instant, relative to
Geeneral Dix’s report of the hostile movements in Canada.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwWaRD, ‘

Secretary of State, &c., &c., &c.

Mr. Adams to Earl Russell.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
‘ . London, December 12, 1864,

My Lorp: I have the honor to submit to your consideration a copy of a letter addressed
to the Secretary of War, at Washington, by the officer holding the chief command in the
military department embracing the northern frontier of the United States. I have already
been called upon to enter so fully into the argument connected with this subjeet, that I
deem it superfluous on the present occasion to do more than to furnish this paper as an addi-
tional illustration.

I pray your loxdship to accept the assurance of the highest consideration with which I
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
The Right Hon. EARL RUSSELL, &c., &c., &e.

Earl Russell to Mr. Adams.
FoREIGN OFFICE, December 16, 1864,

Sir : T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, en-
closing a copy of & letter addressed to the Secretaxgr of War of the United States, by the
officer holding the chief command in the military department embracing the northern fron-
tier of the United States, respecting the drganization of a party of persons in Canada, appa-
rently with a view of hostile operations against the territory of the United States.

I have to state to you, in reply, that the attention of her Majesty’s government is very se-
riously directed to the means of preventing such inroads on the territory of the United States
as that which is commonly known by the name of the St. Albans raid.

If it should appear that the persons concerned in such inroads are for any reason not sub-
ject to extradition, they and others must in some way be effectually prevented from commit-
ting similar offences against a neighboring state. :

But I need scarcely point out to you that any invasion of the Canada territory from the
United States would excite hostile feelings in Canada against the people of the United States,
and might prove extremely injurious to the pacific relations between the two countries. .

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant, '
: . RUSSELL.
- CHARLES FRANCIS Apawms, Esq., &c., &ec., &c. :
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Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 841.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 22, 1864.

Sir: The Sea King has at last turned up as the Shenandoah. I transmit
herewith a copy of a letter received this morning from Mr. Adamson, consul at
Pernambuco, from which it would appear that the steamer has reached Bahia,
after having committed some depredations. I likewise send the copy of the
Pernambuco journal, referred to in the consul’s letter.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, .
OHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiwLiam H. SEWARD, i
Secretary of State, &c., §c., §e.

Mr. Adamson to Mr., Adams. . .

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
: Pernambuco, November 30, 1864.

Sir: I have this moment learned of the appearance in these waters of a new British pirate,
and believing that your excellency will feel an interest in the history of her proceedings, I
send by this mail a marked copy of the Diario de Pernambuco containing an extract from the
Journal de Bahia, which was received here last night, which gives all the information that
I have been able to gather up to this time.

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
THOMAS ADAMSON, Jr.,
, United States Consul.
His Excellency CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, :
’ Envoy Ex., &c., &c., U. S. of A., London, England.

[From the Diario de Pernambuco, November 30, 1864.]

The North American brigantine Kate Prince, which arrived yesterday (23d) from Cardiff,
with & cargo of coal, landed fourteen persons, two ladies and a servant girl among them,
who were put on board of her by the confederate steamer Shenandoah. They belonged to
the captured vessels Charter Oak, from Boston to San Francisco, and Susan, from Cardiff
for Rio Grande.

We obtained the following particulars from the captain of the Kate Prince:

““The brig Kate Prince, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 995 tons, Captain Libbey, left
Cardiff the 30th of September. On the 6th October, latitude 33 N., longitude 21 W., she
fell in with the Dutch bark Zee Nimph, nine days from Amsterdam for Batavia ; onthe 28th,
latitude 14 N., longitude 27 W., fell in with the Dutch bark Maria, twenty-one days from Am-
sterdam for Japan ; on the 12th November, at midnight, latitude 2.30 N., longitude 28.30 W.,
met a large steamer under sail, onehundred yards to windward, which fired a gun and hoisted
the confederate flag. She asked the name of our vessel, and as soon as we had answered, or-
dered us to lay to, and then sent a boat of armed men to board us. They informed us we
were a prize of the confederate steam privateer Shenandoah, and ordered our captain and
mate to come on board the steamer with the papers of the Kate Prince, leaving a prize officer
on board the brigantine.

“The confederate commander finding a document certifying the vessel’s neutrality, made
the captain give bonds in $40,000, and then let the Kate Prince go, first sending on board
Captain Gillman and lady ; Mrs. S. Gage and son'of four years; First Mate, L. Burgess ;
Second Mate, C. Bearse; Steward, F. Kozias; J. M. Sampson, J. Munroe and J. Ennis ;
all belonging to the schooner Charter Oak, of San Francisco, captured and destroyed the 5th
of November, in latitude 7 N., longitude 27.3 W.; and also Captain F. W. Hansen; H.
Payne, first mate; C. Henshell, second mate; and 8. W. Dunn, steward; all belonging to
the brig Susan, of New York, captured and destroyed the 10th November, in latitude 4.30
N., longitude 26,40 W.; in all fourteen persons. .

¢ The Shenandoah is a vessel of 1,100 tons and 250 horse-power, with four 8-inch smooth~
bore guns, two 32-pound rifles and two 12-pounders, also smooth. She was the Sea King,
belonging to the London, Bombay and Calcutte. Steam Navigation Company ; built by Ste-
vens and Sons, Glasgow, in 1863 ; steams L1 miles an hour; carries 43 men and two officers, °
most of them English; cleared from London for Bombay in September, 1863. .

““She also captured the bark Helena, Captain Staples, of Maine, and the bark Godfrey, the
crews of which were put on board a Danish brig bound for Rio Janeiro.

¢ Captain Wardell and the other officers of the Shenandoah treated us with all possible civil-
ity, under the circumstances.”
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Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 842.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 23, 1864.

Stk : I have the honor to transmit an address from the people of Dewsbury,
in Yorkshire, to the President of the United States.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WirLiam H. SEwaARD,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

The people of Dewsbury, in Yorkshire, to Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States of
America:

We, the inhabitants of Dewsbury, in public meeting assembled, hereby congratulate the
people of America, who, in again electing you to fill the office of President, manifest not only
a just appreciation of your services, but, by their approval of your acts, are willing to share
the responsibility which attaches to your important office.

At the very outset of your presidential career you were sworn to protect and defend the
Union, to upliold the constitution of your counfry, and to administer its laws with impar-
tiality. Immediately after the election of 1860, nay, while it was pending, the slave States
manifested much uneasiness at the triumph which the friends of liberty were likely to achieve:
and fearing that the principles of freedom were so well understood, and that the abolition of
slavery was only a work of time, determined at all hazards to rebel against the government,
which-they had resisted to establish, and found one on a purely despotic basis, having for
its primary object the consolidation of slave laws, and the permanent establishment of slavery
throughout a great portion of your continent.

Happily for America and for the world, these attempts have hitherto been frustrated. Choos-
ing you as their chief magistrate, as the exponent of their views, the people have sacrificed
their wealth and their lives on the altars of their country, and with a fortitude unexampled,
with courage unshaken, they are solving the problem whether liberty or despotism shall tri-
umph, and whether the tide of civilization shall be stayed, or roll on to bless the human race.

May your efforts to put down this rebellion be successtul; may you live to establish the
rifghts and assert the dignity of man; and may generations hereaftér who enjoy the blessings
of this struggle refer to this period, excliaming, ‘‘ Then lived the Saviour of my country, to
whom I dedicate a grateful heart.”’

Signed on behalf of the meeting the 20th day of December, 1864.

JOHN BATES, Chairman.

The following resolutions were passed by the meeting:

“That we hail with joy the re-election of Abraham Lincoln as President of the United
States of America, believing that the policy he has hitherto pursued in the present crisis will
tend to the abolition of slavery, and to the advancement of civilization throughout the world.

‘That no country can be free that has slavery for one of its institutions, nor can it be
powerful or great; therefore every well-wisher of his country or kind, every person, in short,
who helps on the progress of his race, must be an abolitionist. :

‘“That this meeting expresses its sympathy with the government and people of the United
States of America in their present hour of trial and conflict, and heartily wishes that their
exertions and sacrifices to put down an unholy rebellion may be speedily crowned with
success.

**That the resolutions adopted at this meeting be sent to Mr. Adams, United States minis-
ter in London, accompanied with an address to be forwarded by him to President Lincoln,

. ‘“JOHN BATES, Chairman.”

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward. ]

No. 844.] i LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 23, 1864.
Sir: I now have the honor to transmit the address of the Central Counecil of
the International Workingmen’s Association, together with a copy of a note of
the secretary of that association to me, which best explains its character.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C,
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' Mr. Cremer to Mr. Adams.

INTERNATIONAL WORKINGMEN’S ASSOCIATON, .
18 Greek street, Soho W., December 23, 1864.

Stk : I am instructed by the central council of the above respectfully to ask that you will
forward the accompanying address to the President of the United States of America, the
sentiments therein expressed being the spontaneously expressed views of the central council,
whick council but represents the sentiments of the workingmen of Europe—the council being -
constituted by representatives from France, Italy, Germany, Poland, Switzerland and Eng-
land. With best thanks for the prompt and courteous replies you have forwarded to, my
every communication, I , fll

I remain your excellency’s, very respectfully,
Y v e 7 W. R. CREMER,
Honorary General Secretary.
Hon. C. F. ApawMs,
United States Minister,

[Enclosure. ]

SIR: We congratulate the American people upon your re-election by a large majority.

If resistance to the slave power was the reserved watchword of your first election, the tri-
umphant war-cry of your re-election is death to slavery. )

Trom the commencement of the titanic American strife the workingmen of Europe felt in-
stinctively that the star-spangled banner carried the destinies of their class. The contest for
the territories which opened the dire epopee, was it not to decide whether the virgin soil of
immense tracts should be wedded to the labor of the emigrant, or prostituted by the tramp of
the slave-driver? . ,
. When an oligarchy of 300,000 slaveholders dared to inscribe, for the first time in the an-

nals of the world, slavery on the banner of armed revolt; when on the very spots where
hardly a century ago the idea of one great democratic republic had first sprung up, whence
the first declaration of the rights of man was issued, and the first impulse given to the
European revolution of the 18th century; when on those very spots counter revolution
with systematic thoroughness gloried in rescinding ** the ideas entertained at the time of the
formation of the old Constitution” and maintained ‘‘slavery to be a beneficent institution,
indeed the only solution of the great problem of the relation of labor to capital,” and cyni-
cally proclaimed property in man  the corner-stone of the new edifice,” then the working
classes of Europe understood at once, even before the fanatic partisanship of the upper classes
for the confederate gentry had given its dismal warning, that the slaveholders’ rebellion was
to sound the toscin for a genéral holy crusade of property against labor, and that for the men
of labor, with their hopes for the future, even their past conquests, were at stake in that
tremendous conflict on the other side of the Atlantic. Everywhere they bore, therefore, pa-
tiently the hardships imposed upon them by the cotton erisis, opposed enthusiastically the pro-
slavery intervention importunities of their ** hetters,” and from mest parts of Europe contrib-
uted their quota of blood to the good cause. .

While the workingmen, the true political power of the north, allowed slavery to defile
their own republic ; while before the negro, mastered and sold without his concurrence, they
boasted it the highest prerogative of the white-skinned laborer to sell himself and choose his
own master, they were unable to attain the true freedom of labor, or to support their
European brethren in their struggle for emancipation ; but this barrier to progress has been
swept off by the red sea of civil war. .

The workingmen of Europe feel sure that as the American war of independence initiated
a new era of ascendency for the middle class, so the American anti-slavery war will do for
the working classes.. They consider it an earnest of the epoch to come, that it fell to the lot
of Abraham Lincoln, the simple minded son of the working class, to lead his country through
the ﬁa-tchless struggle for the rescue of an enchained race, and the reconstruction of a social
world.

Signed on behalf of the International Workingmen’s Association,

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL.

Le Luber, (French,) corres- Henry Bolleter. G. Howell.
ponding secretary. Ludurg Otto. J. Osborne.
F. Rybezinski, (Pole.) N. P. Hansen, (Dane.) - J. D. Stainsby.
Emile Halbork, (Pole.) Carl Flaender. - J. Grosmith.
B. Bocquet. George Lochner. ) J. Whitlock.
H. Jung, corresponding sec-  Peter Petersen. J. Carter.
retary for Switzerland. Carl Marx, corresponding sec- Francis Morgan.
Morisot. retari for Germany. William Dell.
: John Aleston.

George William Wheeler. A. Dic



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 65

J. Denoval. J. Wolf. Peter Fox.

P. Bordage. D. Lawra. Robert Shaw.

Le Ronk. C. Setacci. John H. Longwaist.
Tallandier. F. Solustus. Robert Henry Side.
Jourdain. J. Aldevrand. William C. Worley.
Dupont. D. G. Bagnagatti. ‘William Blockmoor.
R. Gray. M. M. Weeler. R. Hartwell.

G. Eocarius. G. R. Toutana, correspond- W. Pidgeon.
Frederick Lessner. ing secretary for Italy. B. Leuraft.

V. Wolff. T. Lake. J. Nicass.

K. Kaub. 8. Buckley.

GEORGE ADGER,
President of Council.
WILLIAM R. CREMER,
Honorary General Secretary.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
President of the United States of America.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1199.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 4
' . Washington, December 21, 1864.

Sir: T enclose for your information a copy of a despatch of the 12th ultimo,
No. 208, from Charles A. Leas, esq., the United States commercial agent at
Belize, in regard to a recent proclamation of Prince Maximilian affecting the
British settlement in the Honduras, and relating also to other features of politi-
cal affairs in that quarter and the West Indies.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuArRLES FraNcIS Apanms, Esq., §c¢., &c., §e.

(Same, mutatis mutandis, to Mr. Bigelow.)

7

Mr. Leas to Mr. Seward.

No. 208.] UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL AGENCY,
Belize, November 12, 1864.

SIR: Great excitement is prevailing in the commercial and official circles of Belize, in con-
sequence of the appearance in_the Merida newspaper of an official proclamation, under the
orders and by the authority of the Emperor of Mexico, to the effect that the Peninsula of
Yucatan is, on and after the first of October last, to be governed or presided over by three
prefects, and to be divided into three arrondissements, one of which isto be designated as the
arrondissement of ** Merida,” the boundaries of which are to be as follows': Commencing at the
mouth of the *‘Rio St. Pedro, y St.- Pablo,” on the Gulf of Mexico, and running up the
centre of that stream to the ¢ Usumasinti;”’ up the latter to a point where the Guatemala dis-
trict of ¢ Peten ”’ is encountered ; from thence along the line that divides ¢ Peten” from Gua-~
temala, to the headwaters of the *‘yiver Sarstoon;” down the middle of the Sarstoon to the
gulf or bay of Honduras, and from thence along the coast to the place of beginning, compre-
Lending in this latter all the keys and islands contiguous to the main land. The same proc-
lamation provides, further, that *‘there are a few Inglishmen located at the mouth of the
¢ river Belize, or Wallis, who have bad permission under the treaties with Spain to cut wood,
and that they are not to be molested,” meaning that they are not to be disturbed in their
wood-cutting operations. )

Thus it will be seen that Maximilian has, by this proclamation, swept into his possessions
not only the district of country known as Peten, and which has always been claimed as be-
ing within the legitimate jurisdiction of Guatemala, but the whole of British Honduras,
with all the keys and islands, thus ignoring entirely the idea of British sovereignty. These
people are feeling themselves greatly insulted at being designated as a few English wood-
cutters, and are mustering up a large amount of bitterness of feeling against the Emperor
of Mexico, and, indeed, are preparing for dire vengeance against him.

All the old and new guns of a cheap character are being purchased, with the view, I doubt
not, to be sent for distribution among the Indians on the Yucatan side of the Rio Hondo,

5D cC.
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who are, and have been for some years, not only hostile to the Mexican government, but in
open rebellion, having long since driven the Mexican authorities from the southern portion
of Yucatan.

Though much real anxiety is being manifested among the better classes in Belize, lest
England will, without-a struggle, succumb to the demand and assumption of Maximilian,
more with the view of ‘shaking off a dependency which has proved more burdensome than
profitable, than from any belief that the latter can sustain his claim, either by force of arms
or peaceable arbitrament, yet I doubt not that England will resist the claim of Mexico with
great tenacity. The old diplomatic battles will in every case, I doubt not, have to be again
re-foupht. 1 think I can see that Maximilian is disposed to take up the case where Old
Spain left it—namely, after the defeat of General O'Neil, at the Geoge’s kay, at the close of
the Pork and Daughbey war, in 1798. :

If Mexico can evade or set aside her obligations, as.contained in her treaty with Great
Britain of 1826, the question then of plenary sovereignty, as the result of peaceable posses-
sion, will be fairly opened ; and the first necessity then created will be to determine as to
what length of time should be considered sufficient as between nations to constitute a de facto
claim; because, undoubtedly, England has remained in peaceable possession of this colony
since the year 1798 without any practical objections from any quarter, unless, indeed, it can
be believed that the treaties of 1809 and 1814 re-vitalized those of 1783 and 1786, and which,
I think, might be believed without much damage to truth. However, I think the question is
probably destined to he one of a somewhat vexed and litigious character, and the greatest
barrier, in my opinion, to Mexico’s claim will prove to be her treaty of 1826. But as this
whole embroglio is likely to be somewhat of the ‘“dog eat dog™ character, we have really
nothing to de with it, particularly in view of the present arrangement of parties. .

These people evidently have a great horror for Spanish rule and government; and from
the intimations of some, I infer that if they are to be forsaken by the British government,
they will, with uplifted, suppliant hands, implore the United States government to receive
them under her capacious wings; and, indeed, some have interrogated me already as to the
course we will purste in case England relinquishes her claim to this colony; and my answer
is, ‘‘ Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” When the question demands a solution at -
our hands, the government of the United States will doubtless treat it as its merits demand.
But all this seems to look like a verification of the prophecy which I ventured to make some
months ago, to the effect that the full design of Napoleon would not be consummated until
the new Mexicah empire should be made to comprehend the ancient boundaries as governed
by Iturbide; and, as a partial proof of this hypothesis, we have only to loop this effort of Maxi-
milian with the attempt of the late French consul at Galveston to alienate the State of Texas
from the American Union, and the case is fast being made out.

The same paper that contains the proclamation of Maximilian also contains a very inflam-
matory article against the English settlers in Belize, charging them with having furnished
munitions of war to the Indians in rebellion against the Mexican authorities, also calling
seriously in question their right to occupy this country. There is evidently a bad state of
feeling existing on the part of the Mexican population of ¥Yucatan, or the authorities thereof, -
against the English in British Honduras. Should you, however, find it desirable in the
future to become thoroughly conversant with the entire question, so far as its historical bear-
ings are concerned, I beg most respectfully to refer you to the manuscript which I had the
honor to transmit to the department some months ago, and which I think is a faithful history
of the country of British Honduras. )

A rumor reached this a few days ago, through the newspapers, that Denmark had pro-
posed to dispose of her West India possessions to the government of the United States; and in
a conversation with the governor the day following I mentioned the fact of such a report
being current, when he promptly replied that it would be the very best disposition that could
be made of them. Whether or not he meant what he said, is another matter.

This afternoon I again met the governor, whilst taking his usual afternoon ride, when he
stopped me, inquiring the news. I informed him that information had just reached me that
the I'lorida had been captured by a United States gunboat, and immediately the conversa-
tion changed to the proclamation of Maximilian. He said, frankly, that Great Britain would
never relinquish the colony to Mexico; that the opinion is gaining popularity in England
that it is not politic to hold so many dependencies at so great a distance; and hence, if it
should be deemed desirable to relinquish this colony, it would be to the people themselves,
so that they might either manage their own affairs, or seek such affinities as would best suit
their tastes; and intimated, as he once before plainly observed, that the United States would
be more suited to exercise jurisdiction in Central America than Mexico. Believing that his
purpose was mainly to seek my opinion upon the subject, I remarked, that whilst Cuba,
from many considerations, might be desirable to the government of the United States, yet I
was fully of the opinion that an extension of our territory upon the main land would neither
be politic nor wise ; that we now possess as much domain, as could be well managed by one
central power; but yet, nevertheless, the fact need not be disguised that we do feel a great
concern that these Central America countries should have stamped upon them good stable
governments of a republican character; and that we doubtless should not fail to lend our
full moral influence, upon all proper occasions, to bring about and secure such a result; but
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that absorption, or annexation, is not any part of our present policy. Though I spoke thus
to the governor as a man, and not by authority, and may or may not have reflected the
national opinion, yet they are views I think highly conservative, and will at least tend
greatly to smother up previous jealousies and assumptions in regard to our propagandism
and cravings in Central America.

I understand that the comandante of Ysabal, in Guatemala, has arrived here in eonnexion
with the proclamation of the Emperor of Mexico.

With great respect, I have the honor to be your most obedient seyvant,
CHARLES A. LEAS,
United States Commercial Agent.

F. W. SEwaRD, Esq.,
Assistant Secretury of State.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.-

No. 1200.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 25, 1864.

Sir: Your despateh of the 1st of December, No. 825, has been received.
Tt is accompanied by lettérs which have passed between Earl Russell and your-
self, supplemental to the long and unsatisfactory correspondence between the
United States and’ Great Britain, upon the subject of the Deerhound. Your
answer is approved.

T am well aware that constitutional governments often plead (perhaps neces-
sarily) the want of direct authority by municipal law to perform duties of in-
ternational obligation, nor am I prepared to deny that the plea is entitled to
very conciliatory consideration, especially by other constitutional governments.
Onthe other hand, is it not justly to be expected that the plea, when adopted,
will be accompanied by an acknowledgment of the national obligation ? and that
when that obligation is denied, the plea of want of municipal authority will not
be insisted upon? Duplicity in pleading is no more legal in international than
it is in municipal jurisprudence. It seems to me also that in your rejoinder you

* have answered the argument which Earl Russell seeks to derive from ancient
collisions between Spain and the United States. If, however, the case were
otherwise, Great Britain could hardly expect us to be concluded by erroneous
precedents of our own, after she has so entirely abandoned, in her claims in the
T'rent case, the principles upon which she had conducted maritime war for three
fourths of a century.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuaRrLEs FraNcis Avawms, Esq., &c., §e., §e.

Mzx. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1201.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
’ Washington, December. 26, 1864.
Sir: Your despatch of December 1, No. 823, has been received, together
with a copy of a note which Earl Russell has written to James M. Mason, John
Slidell and Dudley Mann. If the present government of her Majesty were
less just or generous towards the United States than they are, I might think it
wise to raise a question upon that extraordinary communication.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CnarLes Francis Apams, Esq, §c., §c., §e.

.
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1203.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 26, 1864.

Sir: Your despatch of the 8th of December, No. 830, together with the ac-
count of the opening of the case of the Queen against Rumble, under the foreign
enlistment act, has been received. We await the end of the trial with deep in-
terest. It is desirable to know whether, in a constitutional government which.
devolves the performance of international obligation upon a municipal judiciary,
an aggrieved state can obtain at least one jyst and effective judgment.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
OuarLes Francis Apams, Esq., §c., §e., &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1204.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 26, 1864.

Sir: In your despatch of the 1st of December, No. 823, you mention that
Earl Russell has placed in your hands a copy of his reply, through Lord Lyons,
to my despatch to yourself of the 24th of October, 1136.

That despatch was probably addressed to you, because this government can
properly hold no correspondence with the provinces of Great Britain, At the
same time it was thought important that especially the authorities of Canada
should, as early as possible, be made acquainted with the views thus designed
to be submitted to the imperial’government. For this reason the despatch was
confidently communicated to the legation here. I see no reason to ohject to
Earl Russell’s procecding in communicating his views: through that legation,
instead of addressing them to yourself. On the other hand, the promptness
with which he gave his attention to the subject is regarded favorably. ’

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Cuarres FraNcis Apams, Esq., §c., §c., &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1208.] ' DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 217, 1864.

Sir: On the night of the 20th instant the enemy, under the pressure of the
siege, secretly withdrew from Savannah, and Major General Sherman entered
the city, in which he took eight hundred prisoners, one hundred and fifty guns,
with abundant ammunition, three steamers, and thirteen locomotives, one hun-
dred and ninety cars, and a quantity of cotton, variously reported at twenty-
five thousand to thirty-three thousand bales. The enemy blew up their iron-
clads and gunboats. General Foster, co-operating with Sherman, promptly
cleared the river from Tybee to the wharves, and Savannah is again reposing
under the protection of the flag of the Union. The enemy escaped across the
river and the causeways which lead over the marshes which cover its northern
bank. It is believed that General Sherman’s army will not remain inactive.
No significant military movement has occurred at Richmond.

The combined land and naval expedition, under Major General Butler and
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Admiral Porter, proceeded to the mouth of the Cape Fear river, but the weather
being unfavorable they had not, at the date of our latest advices, been able to
operate.

pSilence prevails in the valley of the Shenandoah, except that Major General
Sheridan has a large force engaged in a reconnoissance upon the Orange and
Alexandria. railroad in the region of Gordonsville.

Major General Thomas’s victory at Nashville proves the most completely
successful field triumph of the war. Virtually he destroyed half the enemy’s
force, and captured nearly all of his cannon. He was still in pursuit of Hood,
who was retreating southward when last heard from. Thomas’s headquarters
are at Pulaski. There he has just destroyed twenty wagons filled with ammu-
nition, two guns, and burned ten thousand stand of small-arms. Hood’s means
of transportation are wasted, and his foree is now reduced to fifteen thousand,

-exclusive of cavalry, and he has only eight cannon.

Stoneman’s expedition on the border, between Tennessee and Virginia, seems
to be very shccessful. '

The Canadian authorities have become watchful, active, and diligent, and
raids and alarms upon the frontier have suddenly ceased.

Congress has adjourned for the Christmas holidays, and the people are joy-
ously celebrating them under the belief that the solution of our terrible politi-
cal problem is revealed, although not yet realized, in the extinguishment of
slavery and the stability of the Union.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CuarLEs FrAaNcIs Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., §e.

(Same, mutatis mutandsis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.}

Myr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 845.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, December 29, 1864.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from: the depart-
ment, numbered 1183, and from 1185 to 1189 inclusive.

In regard to the subject referred to in your No. 1185, of the 9th of December,
the matter had already been disposed of so completely by the release of the
Great Western, that 1 presume there is no occasion to take further action, unless
it be in the manner indicated in my despatch to you, No. 819, of the 25th- of
November, which relates to this affair. I shall, therefore, await any instructions

which you may prepare, after you shall have been placed in full possession of
the facts. :

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WinLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, &c., §c., §e.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 846.] . LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, December 30, 1864,
SIR: In consequence of the reception of your despatches Nos. 1183, 1186
and 1189, I decided to ask an interview with Lord Russell. I preferred to
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take this course rather than to make the papers the subject of successive writ-
ten communications. His lordship received me on Wednesday at the Foreign
Office, where I had a frank conversation with him.

Before commencing on the main subject, however, I took the opportunity to
convey to him your message in respect to the departureof Lord Lyons. I refer-
red to the tone of the note which you had addressed to that gentleman, a copy
of which you had sent to me. His lordship expressed much satisfaction with
this communication. Lord Lyons had'left his post only under a conviction of his
physical inability to continue to perform the duties properly. The government
would be glad to have him return ; but this must depend upon the probability of
his restoration to health. He had seen him but once, and then no allusion had
been made to Mr.. Seward’s note. He might have some delicacy in mentioning
it, as it was complimentary to himself. I said, that in that case, perhaps, his
lordship would like to have me furnish him with a copy; he assented, and I
have since transmitted it to him. B

I then referred to the serious increase of the difficulties occastoned by the
operation of the rebel emissaries in Canada. On that subject I now had in-
my hands three different despatches, each relating to a distinct matter. At first
I had thought of making my communication in writing, but after reflecting upon
the very strong assurances given to me in his lordship’s note of the 16th instant,
as to the determination of her Majesty’s government to do everything in its
power to put a stop to these abuses, it had seemed to me that to write again
might imply a. doubt of its good faith, which I was far from entertaining.
Under these circumstances I had preferred to bring copies of the material papers
with me, for the purpose of placing them in his hands, as cumulative proof
of the systematic abuse of the neutral territory practiced by the rebels and their
agents. I then gave him a copy of the intercepted letter to Mr. Benjamin, con-
tained in your No. 1183, as well as of the letters of General Dix and Colonel
Townsend, which came with Nos. 1186 and 1189. His lordship read over the
first of these in my presence, making now and then a comment as he went on,
He then explained the precise nature of the legal difficulty which had led to the
releasc of the St. Albans raiders. It grew out of an effort of the Canadian legis-
lature to consolidate the provisions of former laws to carry out the extradition,
which had had the effect to repeal those, whilst the new act had wot yet
obtained the necessary sanction of the privy council here.- It was much to be
regretted, on every account, that this should have happened.

His lordship, however, went on to remark, that if the fact could be clearly
made out that this action in Canada was carried on by the belligerent authori-
ties at Richmond, and under their instructions, it was the opinion of the law
officers of the Crown that they might at onee be proceeded against in the courts,
as guilty of a high offence against her Majesty’s authority, and the peace of the
kingdom. He alluded particularly to the lord chancellor, as «clear on that

-point. I replied that this had always seemed to me the alternative. If these
people were not acting under belligerent authority, they were liable, as crimi-
nals, to the claim of extradition, under the treaty. If, on the other hand, they
could prove that they were so acting, then they were liable as violators of the
neutrality of her Majesty’s territory.

His lordship likewise gave me to understand that the government had re-
commended to the authorities in Canada to procure the passage of an act by the
legislature, which was about to assemble, similar to that passed by Congress in
1838. This is in accordance with the desire expressed in your despatch to me,
No. 1136, of 24th October last, and in my note to his lordship, of the 23d No-
vember, based upon the instructions in that paper. . .

I then referred to the growth of the excitement on this subject in America,
in consequence of the vagueness as well as the variety of the alleged schemes
of these people, as they were reported in the newspapers. The anxiety and
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suspense occasioned to the inhabitants along the whole border were worse than
any definite assault could possibly be. It was, doubtless. in consequence of
this that the order of Geeneral Dix had been issued, which was referred to in the
telegraphic intelligence received through the newspapers this evening. 1 could
not tell how correctly the language might be reported, but I was convinced,
from my personal knowledge of General Dix, that if he had issued such an order,
it had been drawn from him only by the great pressure of the public feeling
demanding protection from violence.

His lordship expressed gréat concern at this proceeding. Whilst he was de-
sirous of doing everything in his power to give security to the frontier, and he
believed the Canadian authorities anxious to co-operate as effectively as possi-
ble, he could not but view any such acts as General Dix appeared to authorize
on the Canadian territory as likely to complicate matters very gravely.

I replied, that, from my knowledge of General Dix, I did not believe that he
acted with any desire to magnify the difficulties between the two governments.

" His lordship said that Lord Lyons had seen him when at New York. He
concluded the interview by expressing a hope that we might find a safe issue
{rom this, as we had from so many other troubles that had sprung up during
this war.

There is a gond deal of uneasiness felt here on account of the act of Greneral
Dix. The funds were affected by it yesterday. The hopes of the rebel sympa-
thizers were also raised by it.

’ I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, §c., §c., &c.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 848.] LecaTioN or THE UNITED STATES,
London, December 30, 1864.

Sir: I have just received an address to the President from the Oldham
Auxiliary Union and Emancipation Society, which I now have the honor to
transmit, together with a printed copy of the report of the proceedings.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient.servant,
o CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiaMm H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, &c., §c., §c.

Address of the Oldham Auziliary Union and Emancipation Society to his excellency Abra-
ham Lincoln on kis re-election to the presidency, November 8, 1864.

SIR: We hasten to congratulate you on the welcome intelligence that you have again
“been elected to the high dignity of President of the United States of America, an election
which, whilst it has sealed the fate of slavery in your great country, cannot fail, under the
circumstances of the case, to. impress thoughtful minds as being one of the most sublime
spectacles of the world.

Tver since the Baltimore convention adopted its platform of enlightened patriotism and
radical anti-slavery principles, and so unanimously nominated you for the presidency, we
have not faltered for one moment in our conviction that the people of the free States of your
great republic would be true to their instincts and highest aspirations, and that their vote on
the 8th of November, 1864, would prove them loyal to liberty, unity, and nationality.

Nobly have they responded to the claims of duty and humanity, and gloriously have they
vindicated and illustrated the value and safety of popular representative government, prov-
ing themselves worthy of those free institutions and beneficent social arrangements that
grow out of enlightened, educated, and civilized commonwealths.

s
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The federal Union and Constitution are dearly and wisely grized by them as a sacred
trust bequeathed by their forefathers, and ought not to be yielded in the spirit of compromise
or concession to that system of cruelty and iniquity, human slavery, which has been the blot
on your national reputation. ' .

‘We mourn with you over the desolation that civil war is making among the families and
homes of your people who gave their choicest sons, their bravest brothers, their best beloved
of earth, and who are still heroically struggling to save the national life with all that free-
men hold dear and that brave men cling to—equal, civil, and political liberty for men of all
races and countries—and we believe that they will succeed. Already, during the term of
your past presidency, you have conquered for freedom an area of one million three hundred
thousand square miles, which three years ago was claimed by the rebels, and doubtless your
brave and patriotic armies will, ere Jong, wrest the remaining three hundred and fifty thou-
sand square miles from the grasp of the slaveholders’ confederacy.

We rejoice in your re-election because we have observed in your presidential career a
grand simplicity of purpose and a patriotism that knows no danger, and which does not fal-
ter. We have recognized in you an honest endeavor faithfully to do the work of your great
office, and, in doing it a brightness of personal honor on which no adversary has as yet been
able to fix a stain. We believe that you have been raised up by the providence of God to
rescue your nation from anarchy, disruption, and ruin.

By this election your people have pledged to the world theirlives, their fortunes, and their
sacred honors, that they will redeem your great country from the crime and curse of slavery ;
that it shall, indeed, and, without exception, be the home of the free and the brave, and that
its government, in form and in administration, shall continue to be the best and freest, the
most equal in its rights, the most just in its decisions, the most lenient in its measures, and
tll;e most aspiring in its principles to elevate the race of man that the sun of heaven ever
shone upon.

We have deplored the undisguised sympathy which has been manifested towards the slave
confederacy in this country, but we rejoice to be able to assure you that, from the very com-
mencement of the struggle, the great majority of the working classes, and no inconsiderable
proportion of the middle class, together with the profoundest thinkers of our country, have
been true to the principles of right and liberty, and, by their united voice, have prevented
any hostile action on the part of those who were only too anxious to recognize an empire
based upon the *‘ corner-stone” of slavery.

We are not unmindful of the fact that, in advocating the full and complete adoption of the
principles of civil, religious, and political liberty, the destinies of the peoples of this nation
and of America are inseparably linked together ; and we believe that we declare the conviction
of all intelligent, honest, and unprejudiced lovers of liberty and justice, when we express our
unshaken faith that fyou will crush the rebellion, restore the Union, maintain your national
integrity, and thereby secure the priceless heritage of freedom to your people throughout all
generations.

Adopted by the Auxiliary Executive of the Union and Emancipation Society, Oldham,

December 10, 1864.
THOMAS EMMETT, President.

Resolved, That the address adopted by the Executive of the Union and Emancipation So-
ciety be accepted as the expressiom of opinion of the friends of union and emancipation in
Oldham, and that a copy thereof be sent to his excellency Charles Francis Adams, with a re-
quest that he will transmit it to President Lincoln, on our behalf, together with this resolution.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

" No. 1214.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 31, 1864.

SIr : Your despatch of the 16th of December, No. 833, has been received:
and I have read with much interest the account which accompanies it of a trial
in the exchequer between two gamblers, upon the question which should suffer
the loss incurred in an unsuccessful attempt to run our blockade, in violation of
the laws and honor of Great Britain. Baron Martin seems to be of the sort of
judge that Shakspeare illustrates in the Merchant of Venice. I presume it
would be expecting too much were we to anticipate that the exposé made in this -
trial would exert any favorable influence upon the British mind in regard to in-
ternational obligations.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CuarLes Francis Apawms, Esq., &c., §c., §e.
. 1)
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1215.] - DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 31, 1864.

S1r: Your despatch of the 16th of December, No. 835, has been received.
The Emancipation Society of London has anticipated the definitive process of
the national election in their congratulatory address to the President. But he
thinks that this circumstance would not justify him in assuming the result of a
re-election before it is constitutionally ascertained and declared in Congress.
You will please make this explanation to the society, together with an assurance
that the President is profoundly moved by the sentiments of good will towards
him and towards our eountry which they have expressed. You will make a
similar answer to the Newmilus Anti-slavery Society.

1 suppose it hardly necessary to repeat, on this occasion, the instructions given
early in your mission, that whatever passes from this department, or your le-
gation, to any portion of the British people, ought first to be made known to
Earl Russell.

Your reply to the delegates of the Emancipation Society was just and felici-
tous. ,
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLTAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLes FraNcis Apawms, Esq, §c., &e., &e.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1216.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, December 31, 1864.

Sir: You know how, in the beginning of our unhappy civil commotion, this
government declined to go before foreign' nations as arbitrators in the strife.
That forbearance was suggested not more by what was thought to be a proper
sense of self-respect, than by a conviction that foreign partisanship might exas-
perate and prolong the strife, and ultimately, perhaps, enlarge the theatre of .
war. Our prudence was not fully appreciated, either by her Majesty’s govern-
ment or by the British people. The whole British empire seems now to be -
agitated by clashing sympathies. Under these circumstances it may be appre-
hended that the legation at London may accidentally become embarrassed by
contentions of British subjects concerning our affairs. Desiring to avoid any
such mischievous complication, it is thought here that you may hencetorward
decline to give personal audience to delegations, and may transmit all papers to
this department for special instruction.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHArLEs Francis Apawms, Esq., &c., §c., &e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1219.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 1, 1865.
Sir: The new year opens on Sunday; we shall celebrate it to-morrow, Mon
day ; I must, therefore, close the European mail to-day. The land and naval
expedition delivered its attack on the 24th and 25th ultimo. The dangerous
explosion of the powder-ship was accomplished with complete success, but
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absolutely without effect. The naval attack on Fort Fisher was eminently
vigorous. About four thousand troops were landed safely, leaviug as many
more on transports. General Weitzel made a reconnoissance, which satisfied
him that an assault could not be wisely undertaken. The troops on shore were
re-embarked, and the whole land force returned to the James river. Rear-
Admiral Porter, who commanded the fleet, seems not to have been convinced
that the withdrawal of the troops was indispensably necessary. The fleet; ac-
cording to latest advices, remains at the mouth of the Cape Fear river. The
public mind is disappointed, but not seriously disturbed.

Except in regard to these incidents, the news of the past week are pleasing
echoes of the capture of Savannah, by Sherman; the rout of Hood, with his
flight across the Tennessee into Alabama; the destruction of insurgent commu-
nications and military deposits in eastern Tennessee and southwestern Virginia,
by Burbridge; a successful raid from Baton Rouge towards Mobile, and an
equally beneficial reconnoissance by Sheridan on the Orange and Alexandria
railroad.

We are looking for new military movements, with as little delay as the vari-
able winter weather will allow. ' . v

Some of the St. Albans’ felons have been captured in New Hampshire. The
Canadian authorities .are active, but thus far there has been no delivery of
offenders to us for punishment, nor have any judicial proceedings been insti-
tuted, to vindicate British sovereignty in Canada.

Congress is still adjourned. I have answered the representative of the Bra-
zilian government in the case of the Florida. '

I am, sir, your obedient servant, R
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHaRrLEs FraNcis Apawms, Esq., §c., §e., §e.

(Same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1221.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
: Washington, January 1, 1865.
Sir: Your despatch of the 16th ultimo, No. 832, informing me that you had
transmitted to Lord Russell the information contained in General Dix’s letter,
respecting the rebel organization at Marysburgh, Prince Edward’s county, in
Canada, has been received and approved.
I am, sir, your obedient servant, .
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLes Francis Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., §e.

M. Adamsbto Mr. Seward.

No. 850.] ' LeGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 5, 1865.

Sir : Despatches from the department, numbered from 1190 to 1194, in
clusive, have been received at this legation. The most important of these are
Nos. 1190 and 1194, which relate to the state of .things between the countries
growing out of the outrages committed along the borders of Canada, and the ac-
tion of the judge in releasing the perpetrators. I am directed to com-
municate to Lord Russell the remarks contained in No. 1194, but I am, at the
same time, authorized to exercise my own judgment as to the form and extent
to which this is to be done. | ' »
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Upon the most careful reflection which I have been able to give to.the whole

subject as it is now presented to me on this side of the water, have concluded
to exercise the discretion vested in me so far as to desist from acting, at least for
a little while. My reasons are these:
" The action of Judge Coursal upon the question submitted to him has led
not only to a very general expression of disapprobation here, but it has also
prompted a most unequivocal condemnation of the outrage itself. There ap-
pears to be little difference of opinion in the public press on this subject. I am
convinced that if any repetition of it should be attempted it will go far to stop all
further open sympathy with the rebel cause. Any penalty which may be in-
flicted upon the perpetrators will be approved and justified. I have directed a
copy of *“ The Times” to be sent to you, containing a leaderon the subject, which
bears evident marks of authority. A similar leader, even more decided in tone,
appeared simultaneously in the evening paper, « The Globe” I may say that
public sentiment has been more nearly right on this question, than upon any
since I have held this post.

Moreover, I consider the assurances of Lord Russell, as given to me in the
conversation, a report of which I sent to you in my despatch of last week,
No. 846, as in substance containing a favorable answer to much if not
all that has been desired by the government. Since I sent that despateh his
lordship has submitted to me his report of that same conversation as he sent it
to Mr. Hume Burnley, and I find I have a little understated the strength of his
language, an error which I would rather commit than its opposite. I send
copies of the notes that passed, in order to show that I purposely marked to
him my sense of the difference. The President’s immediate revocation of
that part of General Dix’s order to which his lordship took exception, seems
%o leave the matter in the best possible condition, at least so far as the disposi-
~ tion of the British government is concerned. Under these circumstances if I
were to go on making more representations just now, it appears to me that the
effect would be only to betray an offensive doubt of the sincerity of its profes-
sions

1 shall, however, in the course of the next few weeks, seize opportunities to .
_communicate the substance of the information contained in your despatch No.
1194, as they may occur. I shall, moreover, make more occasions to meet
with Lord Russell, particularly since I have received, in a private way, intima-
tions that in the absence of Lord Lyons it would be convenient.

I find by a notice in this morning’s papers that Captain Corbet, the person
who took “charge of the Sea King on her voyage out, has been at last traced
out and arrested by order of the government for a violation of the enlistment
law. This incident, of which lis lordship’s reply to my note of the 18th of
November last on the subject held out no promise, is another favorable symp-
tom of the animus of the government.

T am well aware of the extent of the irritation of the people along the line of
the boundary, very justly excited by these atrocious enterprises. I find no dis-
position in the public press here to find fault with that. If it should prove to
have had the effect of stimulating the government here to quicken its prevent-
ive action, it will not be a matter to be regretted. But I cannot withhold the
expression of a hope that it may not so far precipitate the movements of the
representative bodies as to hazard the very event happening, which these opera-
tions were intended to bring about—the complication of differences with foreign
powers with the efforts to suppress the rebellion.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarb,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.
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Earl Russell to Mr. Adams.

Fore1GN OFFICE, January 2, 1865.

Lord Russell presents his compliments to Mr. Adams, and wishing to be quite assured of
his correctness of his report of the conversation he held with Mr. Adams on Wednesday last,
the 28th ultimo, has the honor to transmit to him the accompanying copy of the despatch
which he has addressed to Mr. Burnley, her Majesty’s chargé d’affaires at ‘Washington.

Earl Russell to Mr. Burnley.

FOREIGN OFFICE, December 29, 1864.

Sir: Yesterday, the 28th, Mr. Adams called upon me, by his own desire, at the Foreign
Office. He expressed to me, by the order of his government, the great regret felt by them at
the departure of Lord Lyons, and offered to show me a letter of Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons
testifying that regret. I told him that equal regret was felt on our side, and that nothing
but the failing health of Lord Lyons would have induced her Majesty’s government to con-
sent to his temporary departure. Mr. Adams promised to send me a copy of the letter of Mr.
Seward. .

Mr. Adams then spoke to me of two or three matters of very - little importance; and
finally entered on that which he said was the chief object of his seeking an interview with
me, namely, the border raids which had been executed, or were in preparation, from Canada.
Mr. Adawms said my last letter to him had.contained assurances so positive and unequivocal
that he should not have asked me for any further declarations had he not received, by the
last packet, positive injunctions to make to me certain communications. The documents
which he then put into my hands, and of which I send you copies, consisted mainly of—

1. An intercepted letter, written by a confederate partisan from Canada, not signed, but
evidently authentic. This letter, written before the re-election of President Lincoln, shows
that although the particular raid or foray against St. Albans was not directed by the confed-
erate government, yet the general plan of burning towns and robbing banks in the frontier
States of the United States was concerted and approved by the confedcrate authorities. The
failure of the attempt to burn the banks and houses of St."Albans is attributed to some defect
in the chemical preparation which had been used. .

2. The next document contains evidence that the town of Windsor, in Canada, had been
fixed upon by the confederates for the preparation and manufacture of a chemical material to
be used in setting on fire the towns and villages of the United States.

3. The third set of documents contain a letter of the Assistant Secretary of War to Mr.
Seward, enclosing, for such action as might be' considered necessary, a copy of a letter of
General Dix, in which he states that he has information on which he can rely, that a confed-
erate regiment, namely, Colonel Butler’s regiment of Kentucky cavalry, was to be furloughed
into Canada for the purpose of disturbing, from that neutral position, the frontiers of the
United States. :

Mr Adams, after I had read these documents, said that Mr. Seward had directed him to
put them into my hands, in order that her Majesty’s government might take such measures
as were required by our own declarations of neutrality, and the relations of amity subsisting
between the two nations.

I said that I had already assured him, in the letter to which he had alluded, that her Ma-
jesty’s government would adopt such measures as may be required, and may be effective for
the maintenance of her Majesty’s declared neutrality. That one of the measures to. which
I meant to refer was a direction already sent to the governor geueral of Canada, to propose to
his legislature a measure similar to the United States act of Congress of 1838, That what-
ever technical grounds may have been found for delivering from custody the St. Albans
raiders, all the highest law authorities in this country concurred in thinking, that any act
donein Canada in violation of her Majesty’s neutrality, and in disobedience to her Majesty’s
proclamation, would be illegal. That it remained for her Majesty’s government to give such
directions and adopt such measures as might insure the punishment of persons guilty of such
illegal acts, and prevent the repetition of such acts for the future. I said her Majesty’s gov-
ernwment were fully aware of their international duties, and had determined to perform them.
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I then asked Mr. Adams whether he had seen the several editions of *‘The Times.” Mr.
Adams said he had. The paragraph to which I meant to allude wasto the following purport:

“Tn consequence of the discharge of the St. Albans raiders, and preparations in Canada
for the renewal of similar enterprises, the military commanders on the frontier are directed by
General Dix, in case of further acts of depredation, to shoot down the perpetrators, if possi-
ble, and if necessary for their capture, to cross the Canadian boundaries and pursue them
wherever they take refuge, and not to surrender them if captured, but send them on to head-
quarters for trial by court-martial.”

Finding that Mr. Adams had read this paragraph, I said, that with regard to the treatment
of such depredators on the United States territory I had nothing to say; but I had seen,
with regret, that orders were given to pursue such persons on her Majesty’s Canadian terri-
tory; that such pursuit might encounter resistance, and the relations of the two countries
might be thus endangered.

Mr. Adams said that such outrages caused so great a resentment, it was difficult to restrain
troops in pursuit of their enemy.

1 said that was very true, and that troops in pursuit, and in the heat of blood, might not
accurately respect an ill-defined boundary. But this was a deliberate order of a general in
the military service of the United States. :

Mr. Adams said he knew General Dix, who bore a high character for sense and moderation.

I said, that might be, but we must all recollect the very just remark of President Lincoln,
that these inroads and depredations were organized with a view to bring on a war between
Great Britain and the United States. That both governments were bound to do everything
in their power to defeat so wicked a design. That for our parts we had nothing more at heart.
Mr. Adams then took his leave.

I am, &ec., &c.,
RUSSELL.

J. H. BurNLEY, Esq., &c., &c., &e.

Mr. Adams to Earl Russell.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 4, 1865.

Mr. Adams presents his compliments to Lord Russell, and acknowledges the receipt of his
note of the 2d instant, covering a report of the gonversation lreld with his lordship on the
98th ultimo, which he does him the honor to submit for his consideration. Mr. Adams is
happy to be able to confirm its substantial correctness. He begs only to observe, not with-
out great satisfaction, that the assurances as given by his lordship are clothed in stronger
language than he had himself ventured to report them to his government.

Earl Russell to Mr. Adams.

FOREIGN OFFICE, November 19, 13€4.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, enclos-
ing copies of a letter from the United States consul at Liverpool, and the depositions of two
men who lately formed part of the crew of the steamer Sea King.

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant,
RUSSELL.
CuARLES FRANCIS ADaMS, &c., &c., &ec.

[From the London Times of January 4, 1865.]

We are now in possession of those papers from which mankind must form their judgment
as to the true nature and bearing of those transactions in_Canada which have so greatly
iritated the press and the people of the United States. For once we feel very much in-
clined to sympathize with them in the first outburst of their indignation. The outrage
which had been inflicted upon them by persons taking their departure from the neutral ter-
ritory of Canada was of the foulest description. 1t had nothing in it of the nature of war,
but was really robbery and murder striving to shelter itself under that all-atoning name.
The suceess of a hundred such outrages as the St. Albans raid could not by any possibility
have influenced in the slightest degree the result of the American civil war. It is not by
plundering banks and murdering clerks that the destinies of great nations struggling for ex-
istence or independence are to be decided ; and, for our part, we shall heartily rejoice if the
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perpetrators shall be at last given up, to be dealt with not as honorable enemies, but as
criminals exposed to the just vengeance of offended law. We have purposely abstained in
a matter of so much importance from offering any opinion on the rights of this question until
we had before us the arguments of counsel and the decision of the judge; the point at issue
is one of some intricacy, but we hope we may make it clear enough to enable our readers
to judge of the question for themselves.

By one of the clauses of the treaty of 1842, of which we have recently had the benefit in
the case of Miller, provision is made for the extradition of criminals taking refuge in the
territories of the two contracting parties. This treaty required an act of Parliament to give
effect to its clauses, and by that act of Parliament (the 12th Victoria) it was provided that
such fugitives might be arrested by a warrant under the hand of the Secretary of State, or
of the governor of any province ; and that if it appeared that there was sufficient evidence
against him he was to he given up to those who made the requisition. But it being thought
liiely that in some cases it might be found more expedient to leave the regulation of the
detalls of the execution of" the treaty to be settled by local legislatures, it was provided by
the fifth section of the imperial act that, in case a local legislature should make provision
© for carrying the treaty into effect by substituting some other enactment, the Queen in Coun-
cil might suspend the operation of the imperial act within the limits of the colony the legis-
lature of which had made such provision. The legislature of Canada did make this pro-
vision by an act passed in the twelfth year of the present Queen, and the Queen in 1850, by
Order in Council, suspended the imperial act so long as the Canadian act of the 12th Vic-
toria should be in force, and no longer. Had matters remained Irere the thing would have
been perfectly clear. By the imperial act the fugitive must be arrested by a warrant signed
cither by the secretary of state or the governor of the colony. Under the colonial act a
warrant signed by a judge of one of the courts was sufficient. By the joint efficacy of the
colonial act and of the Order in Council, the colonial was substituted for the imperial act,
and it was not necessary to obtain the signature of the governor general. But the matter
did not stop here. The Canadian legislature consolidated its acts in ten years afterwards,
and the manner in which the consolidation was effected was by repealing existing acts and
re-enacting them, with or without alteration. The 12th Victoria was thus repealed and re-
enacted. From the moment of its repeal, as it seems to us, .the suspending efficacy of the
Order in Council was gone for want of something to act upon, and the imperial act, which
bad been held in abeyance for ten years, revived. But the matter did not stop even here.
Two ycars after the act which had been re-enacted in the consolidated acts was materially
varied in its leading provisions, so that not only had this specific act to which the Order in
Council applied ceased to exist, but its provisions, which were at first preserved by the con-
solidating act, had ceased to exist also. ~ *

The St. Albans raiders were arrested under a warrant issued by a judge, which was valid
if the colonial act was in force, but invalid if the imperial act had revived. The judge held -
the colonial act, which had been re-enacted and varied, was not in force; and for our part we
cannot conceive how.he could have possibly held otherwise. A colonial act can E&ve no
force of itself as against an act of the imperial legislature. That force was in this instance
imparted under the special authority of an order in council. When that order in council
ceased to apply the imperial act must clearly prevail. So far, therefore, we think that
America has no cause of complaint against us. The judge appears to have decided accord-
ing to well-recognized principles of law, and though the point was highly technical, it
appears to have been clear enough. The fault was not in him, but, in the first place, in the
blunder of the colonial legislature, and, in the next place, in the oversight of the legal
advisers of the Canadian executive. But, admitting that the judge was right in his law,
was it clear that the judge was bound to treat the matter in the summary manner that he
did? Was he bound to discharge the prisoner before him? And if so, was he bound to dis-
charge all the other prisoners whose cases he had not heard? Of course we speak on this
point with hesitation and diffidence. The judge assumed that it was a question of jurisdic-
tion. To us it would seem rather a question of the process by which the fugitives were
brought before the court than of the jurisdiction of the court. The application, as we under-
stand it, was not on a writof kabeas corpus. 'The prisoners were brought up on the warrant
of the judge, the evidence against them was gone into, and the case was remanded to hear
the other side. Is it quite clear that after the merits of the case had been entered upon at
large it was competent to the prisoners to take this highly technical objection to the validity
of the process which brought them there? Even supposing this view to be incorrect, was it
incumbent on the judge to give such effect to an objection so highly technical and so easily
remediable as to discharge six prisoners accused of such heavy offences, without even hearing
what could be said in any case except one, and with the certainty that by so doing he was
entirely defeating the ends of justice? He took time to consider his decision on a point
which he stated himself to be one of intricacy and nicety. Would he have done wrong if he
had taken for the consideration of a question so knotty and so important a period long
enough to obtain the signature of the governor general, and thus to have cured effectually
this purely technical slip, if it shouid really have been found to exist? We are not
impugning the integrity or the ability of the judge, of whose antecedents we know nothing ;
but we certainly think that there was some want of discretion in the precipitate and almost
violent manner in which he cancelled the whole proceeding, and probably enabled six great
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criminals to escape from the hands of justice. A warrant has of course been signed by the
governor general; but we fear that it is exceedingly unlikely that these prisoners will be
recaptured in so vast, so thickly wooded, and so thinly peopled a country as Canada, where
there must be many confederate refugees who would strain every nerve to facilitate their
escape.

But we go a step further, and maintain that if -the judge had no alternative but to act
in the way that he did, the authorities of Montreal ought to have taken upon themselves the
risk and the responsibility of detaining these prisoners, even without legal warrant, for the
very brief period which would have been required to obtain the requisite warrant signed by the
governor general. The question was one of great importance; on it might have depended
the issues of peace and war, and any one refusing to allow the ends of justice and the very
legitimate demands of a neighboring nation to be defeated by a merely technical objection
might reckon with the utmost confidence on obtaining a legislative indemnity for his conduct.
We do not know where the governor general was, but he probably was not beyond Quebec
on the north, or Toronto on the south, and might therefore have been communicated with by
railway and telegraph in a few hours, We are riot in possession of information sufficient to
enable us to state on whom, beyond the judge, the blame of this signal miscarriage of justice
attaches ; but strong and unjustifiable as the language of the American journals has been, we
certainly feel that t?ley have good ground for feeling indignant at a trafisaction that contrasts
so unfavorably with the prompt and efficient assistance which they gave us in the case of
Miiller. We must not expect that in the heat of a tremendous civil war persons having a
legitimate subject of complaint will confine themselves within the exact bounds of reason and
justice; and we have every reason to besatistied with the decision of the American President,
which has so opportunely checked a fermentation the results of which no man could foresee.
At the same time we would point out that the executive government is not responsible for
the miscarriage of a judge, and that one of the principal objects of the institutions under
which we live is to remove our tribunals, so far as possible, from any such influence. But
nothing appears to be alleged against the authorities of Canada beyond the timidity which
prevented them from taking a very bold and hazardous resolution, on a very difficult ques-
tion, on a very sudden occasion; and whatever fault may be found ultimately to attach to
the colonial authorities, judicial or executive, the people and government of this country had
no power in the matter, and have no other wish than that the provisions of the extradition
treaty shall be carried out with the utmost fairness and fullness in a spirit of strict impar-
tiality, neither straining the law to promote the escape of the guilty, nor to bring the innocent
within the power of their enemies.

[From the London Globe of January 2, 1865.]

As we anticipated, President Lincoln has disavowed the order of General Dix, so far at
least as it related to the violation of neutral territory. This is very satisfactory, as it tends
to show that the language of the presidential message, so moderate towards all foreign pow-
ers, is a fair indication of the policy of the Washington government. To General Dix, edu-
cated, politically, in the ranks of the old democratic party, which boasted of its Walker and
Hollins, its Harney and Pickett, the language of the late ‘‘ General Order’” must have come
naturally, for it was in this style that the party, dominant in the Union up to 1360, were
accustomed to talk and write. The disavowal of the order by Mr. Lincoln is exactly what
we looked for. It shows that if the general spoke with the authority of Mr. Stanton, he did
not speak with the cognizance of the Executive. ‘We do not, however, believe that he spoke
with the cognizance of the one or the authority of the other, but that his earlier training got
the better of his judgment. If he had reflected, he would have known that his order was a
first step towards war; and that if war broke out as a consequence, he wou}d have been
playing into the hands of the confederates, who desire nothing better, and frustrating the
policy of his own government, who desire nothing less. ~For our parts, we are as much out-
raged as the United States government by the acts of these confederate marauders, and the
imperial and colonial governments alike are most anxious to do all they can to prevent, and,
where prevention fails, as it may, to punish the delinquents. If no such anxiety existed, if
no steps were taken to prevent these incarsions, then General Dix would be warranted in
trying to obtain justice by force; but in that case we should not be long without war.
Neither the imperial nor the colonial governments are so neglectful of their duties; neither
desire war, but the contrary; and, in the very nature of things, peace with England is ob-
viously the interest of the Washington government, While, therefore, we are gratified, we
are not surprised to find our anticipation of the conduct of the President justified by the fact.
But, in order that peace may be maintained, Canada must do her duty, and we have every
reason to believe that she will. :
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[From the London Morning Star of January 5, 1865.]

ARREST OF THE CAPTAIN OF THE CONFEDERATE CRUISER SHENANDOAH BY THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT.

Captain P. 8. Corbett, who commanded the confederate war cruiser Shenandoah, when,
under the name of the Sea King, she sailed from the Thames in October last, was yesterday
arrested in Liverpool, under a warrant issued by Sir Thomas Henry, the Bow street magis-
trate, upon the application of the government. The warrant charges that Captain Corbett,
being a British subject, enlisted, or attempted to enlist, a man named Hartless, also a British
subject, in the service of a foreign state, contrary to the provisions of the foreign enlistment
act. The police have been for some time on the look-out for Captain Corbett, and the search
has been somewhat difficult. Some days ago Inspector Clark, of the metropolitan detective
force, arrived in Liverpool, where Captain Corbett was believed to be. Since then he has
been assisted in his search by Inspectors Carlile and Cousens, of the Liverpool detective
force. The capture resulted, in the end,, from the recognition of Mrs. Corbett, who was liv-
ing with her husband in close seclusion, but who had ventured into the streets. Imme-
diately upon his arrest, Captain Corbett was conveyed to the detective office, and Inspector
Clark telegraphed to London that he should bring his prisoner up to London by an evening
train. It is understood that he will be brought up for examination at Bow street this (Thurs-
day) morning. The prosecution will be conducted by Mr. John Greenwood, solicitor to the
treasury, and Mr. Pollard, barrister, is instructed by Mr. Greenwood ; and Captain Corbett’s
solicitors are Messrs. Hull, Stone, and Fletcher, of Liverpool. Captain Corbett is an expe-
rienced sailor, having been twenty-one years at sea. He returned in the Calabar from
Madeira, after taking out the Shenandoah. .

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1223.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 9, 1865.

Sir : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 22d of De-
cember, No. 840, transmitting a copy of the correspondence which has passed
between yourself and Earl Russell with regard to the report made by General
Dix respecting the hostile movements in Canada. Your proceedings therein
mentioned are approved. I shall have occasion hereafter to advert to Earl
Russell’s reply.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHARLES FraNcis Apans, Esq., §e., §c., §e.

DMr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1224.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington, January 9, 1865.

Sik : I have received your despatch of December 23, No. 844, together with
an address of the Central Council of the International Workingmen’s Association
to the President of the United States, and a copy of a letter which was written
to you by Mr. Cremer, honorary general secretary of the council, in explana-
tion of the origin of the address. These interesting papers have been submitted
to the President. So far as the sentiments expressed by the council are per-
sonal, they are accepted by the President with a sincere and anxious desire that
he may be able to prove himself not unworthy of the confidence which has been
recently extended to him by his fellow-citizens and by so many of the friends
of humanity and progress throughout the world.

The government of the United States has a clear consciousness that its policy
neither is nor could be reactionary; but at the same time it adheres to the
course which it adopted at the beginning, of abstaining everywhere from propa-
gandism and unlawful intervention. It strives to do equal and exact justice to
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all states and to all men, and it relies upon the beneficial results of that effort
for support at home, and for respect and good will throughout the world. Na-
tions do not exist for themselves alone, but to promote the welfare and happiness
of mankind by benevolent intercourse amd example. It is in this relation that
the United States regard their cause in the present conflict with slavery-main-
taining insurgents as the cause of human nature, and they derive new encourage-
ment to persevere from the testimony of the workingmen of Europe, that the
national attitude is favored with their enlightened approbation and earncst
sympathies, )

You will please communicate these sentiments to the council of workingmen.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLes Francis Apawms, Esq, §c., §c., &

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1225.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
. Washington, January 9, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of the 23d of December, No. 842, has been received,
together with the resolutions of the people of Dewsberry, and their address to
the President of the United States. These papers have been submitted to the
President, and received by him with unaffected sensibility and gratitude. In-
surgent currency is variously quoted at prices varying from thirty to forty for
one in gold. I give you an authentic report of an auction sale of slaves in
Augusta, Georgia, in which the prices for the slaves, understood to be effective
adult laborers, ranged from three thousand to three thousand five hundred
dollars currency. You may give this fact to the citizens of Dewsberry as a
demonstration that it is no longer doubtful that the American Union will live
and that slavery must die.

T am, sir, your obedient servant, .

WILLIAM II. SEWARD.
CuarLes Francis Apans, Esq., §c., &e., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr..Adams.

No. 1226.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
. Washington, January 10, 1865.

Sir: You are referred to the Chronicle for extracts from the insurgent jour-
nals, which show that the conspirators are debating the question of inviting
European protection. I should treat the discussion as a mere raving, symptom-
atic of desperate political disease, if I had not evidence of treasonable action
which concurs with the debate. It is positively known that since the presi-
dential election, and during the march of General Sherman through Georgia,
Jefferson Davis instructed his two confidential emissaries in Canada, Jacob.
Thompson and Clement C. Clay, that one of them must go at once to Europe
and sound the British and French governments to ascertain whether one or
both of them would afford material aid to the insurgents, upon the condition
that slavery should be abolished. Thompson assents; Clay dissents, and de-
nounces the proposition. At the date of our last advices neither had embarked.
I communicate this information confidentially, to avoid compromising our in-
formant, It is probable that Davis adopts this proceeding in expectation of a
refusal, which he would use to counteract political combinations at honc.

6po :
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However, it is barely possible that he may be serious in making the overture.
In either view it deserves your attention. Can you communicate the substance
of this despatch confidentially to Mr. Bigelow ? ‘
I am, sir, your obedient servant, ' ' ,
WILLIAM H.SEWARD.
CuarLEs Francis Apams, Esq., §e., &, §e. .

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1227.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 10, 1865.

SIr: Great destruction of rebel communications has been accomplished by
General Grierson in Mississippi, and the insurgents have suffered severe loss
by the burning of their storehouses at Charlotte, North Carolina. With these
eXceptions, no important military movements have been made during the past
week. Congress resumed its labors on the 6th instant. The debates are tem-
perate, as the measures discussed are grave.

It is a circumstance of much significance that the legislature of Kentucky is
carnestly debating the subject of slavery. The paities divided between the
policy of immediate abolition and that of gradual emancipation.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuARrLES Francis Avawms, Esq., §c., §c., §e.

(Same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1228.] - ) DEPARTMENT oF STATE,
' Washington, January 10, 1865.
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 22d of De-
cember, No. 841, together with a copy of a letter addressed to you by the
United States consul at Pernambuco, relative to arrival at Bakia of the pirate
Shenandoah, formerly the Sea King.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
. WILLIAM H.SEWARD.
Cuarnes FrANCIS Apawms, Esq., &, §c., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1229.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 10, 1865.
Sir: You will please make duc and grateful acknowledgments on the part of
the President of the United States to his friends in Merthyr Tydfll, in Wales,
for their generous and humane letter of congratulation upon the results of the
late national election ; and you will at the same time assure them of the best
wishes of the President for their individual happiness and the peace and pros-
perity of the British nation.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHARLES FRANCls Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., §e.
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.

[Letter above refered to. ]

. DecEMBER 8, 1864,

RESPECTED SiR: In conveying to you our congratulations on your re-election to the im-
Eortant dignity of chief magistrate ¢f America, we do so with the utmost sincerity and of

eartfelt emotion, in witnessing your success.

The solemn and deliberate verdict given by the people of America in this great crisis is, to
us, the most convincing proof that your conduct during your tenure of office ‘has met with
their hearty approval, and that the measures enacted by your government have been wholly
in accordance with their wishes. )

This unmistakable record of their free and unbiased opinion we consider to be pregnant
with the most important results, and a lesson worthy of consideration to tho other nations of
the civilized world.

With a frightful and desolating civil war raging in every direction, with party spirit ram-
pant in all its worst moods, with households. rent in twain, father against son and brother
against brother, yet have the people pronounced their Jjudgment without shrinking from future
consequences, and by the efficient agency of the ballot-box, as Professor Smith has stated, .
the national decision’has been pronounced with majestic calmness under circumstances the ,
most perilous and exciting.

The friends of freedom may well take heart and rejoice that popular representative govern-
ment can pass through so fiery an ordeal, and come out of it stronger and more puritied for
fature action. )

As Welchmen we feel proud that so many of our countrymen, who have made America the
country of their adoption, have responded so voluntarily to the call made upon them, and
}hat they have fought and died so nobly in defence of what we deem the great principles of

reedom. '

We regard your triumphant re-election as the death-blow to the festering blot of slavery,
s0 long mixed up with and so deadly in its influence upon your institutions, and we look
forward with sanguine wishes, that but a short time vill elapse ere this constant weapon of
. attack, in the hands of your enemies, will be completely destroyed.

We earuestly hope that Providence will vouchsafo to you yet many years of life, and
that when the battle shall have been won, when strife shall have cedsed and peace reigneth
in the land, you will be able to look back upon the mighty struggle of the past with the con-
scientious feeling of having doune your duty, and of having been the humble instrument in
the accomplishment of the great work of fieeing the slave, so that hereafter he may stand be-
fore his Maker as a man and a brother, :

: JOHN WILLIAMS JAMES, Chairman.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
President of the United States.

The above address was adopted at a public supper of the friends of Mzr. Lincoln, at Mer-
thyr Tydfil, Wales. '

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1233.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

) Washington, January 10, 1865.

‘Sir : Mr. Morse, our cousul at London, by a despateh of the 23d ultimo, in-
forms me that he has furnished you with such information as he communicated
in that despatch to me concerning the written orders issued by insurgents in
Great Britain to some of the crew of the pirate Florida, to report for duty on
another piratical vessel called the Rappahannock.

T will thank you, if you have not already done s, to present to her Majesty’s

government such remonstrances against these procecdings as may in your judg-
ment be expedient. : :

I am, sir, your obedient servant, '
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CHaRriI ES FraNcis Apaws, Esq., &c., &ec., &c.
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Myr. Adams to Mr. Seward.
*. [Extracts.]

No. 854 ] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 12, 1865.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the department,
numbered 1195 and from 1197 to 1211 inclusive.

* * * *

I have the honor to transmit a copy of the London Times of the 11th in-
stant, containing a long communication from the writer who signs himself
Historicus. 'Thus far the British policy has had the practical effect of giving
to the insurgents the privileges without entailing upon them much of the
responsibilities of a belligerent. This has tempted them to encroach somewhat
beyond the power of endurance. It is a little unlucky for this government
that it is driven by the rebels to manifest resentment just at the moment of the
most marked decline of their power. For this reason I doubt whether much
carnestness can be expeeted in its action. It is, nevertheless, something of a
symptom that the Times is willing to open its columns to so unequivocal con-
demnation of their proceedings. Whatever may be the effect of it on the
government, it will be useful in checking the tendencies of a large class of
readers of that newspaper, as well as of the provincial papers which habitu-
ally follow its lead. The chances now are that under the late blows the aris-
tocratic sympathy with the rebels as a righteous cause may shrink into rather
small dimensions. That which commenced in an attempt to perpetrate upon
the intelligence of Europe a fraud of the most flagrant character will searcely
fail in the long run to betray its true nature through acts that defy all excuse.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

* *

on. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[From the London Times of January 11, 1865. 1
CONFEDERATE MENACES AGAINST NEUTRAL RIGHTS.

‘Fo the Editor of the Times : .

SR : The history of nations records every variety of attempt on the part of belligerents to
break in upon those principles of public law which constitute the sole restraint on their pas-
sions and their interests. %evertheless, I doubt if there can anywhere be found an instance
in which any community pretending to the character of a civilized people has ventured upon
50 open a defiance of justice and of right as that which is flung down to the whole world of
neutral nations in a document recently put forth by the confederate government. There is
certainly nothing worse to be found even in the insane decrees of the French convention
against neutral rights. This confederate {;aper is so incfedibly insolent in its tone, and so
extravagantly foolish in its pretensions, that, but for the fact that it is published *‘ by au
thority” in the Indez, (the avowed organ of the confederate government in this country,) I
should certainly have taken it for granted that it had been one of those clumsy forgeries
which from time to time issue from the American press. However, finding it vouched by
such authority, I am bound to accept it as the genuine production of Mr. Benjamin, the con
federate secretary of state, and to deal with it as such.

This astounding performance professes to be a despatch from the secretary of state at Rich-
mond to the confederate secretary of the navy, containing instructions as to the treatment of
neutral vessels by confederate cruisers. The origin of the paper is shortly this: It appears *
that the English 'Vice-Admiral Hope had called the attention of the captain of the Florida to
the fact that the Martaban, a vessel with o British register and papers, had been burnt at sea
by the Alabama. The vice-admiral, in a letter certainly not very happily worded, to which
I shall presently revert, informed the captain of the Florida of the course he should adopt if
such acts were repeated. It cannot be necessary to remind your readers, who are familiar

’
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with the recent discussions in the case of the Trent, that for a belligerent forcibly to deal
with and dispose of neutral property without a regular adjudication in a prize cowrt, is one
of the gravest offences which can be committed by a belligerent against a neutral nation.
Neutrals are only induced to tolerate the exercise, at all times irksome, of belligerent rights
by the security which the law of nations has guaranteed to them in the impartial and
judicial decisions of a prize court. If this guarantee s violated, and this security is removed,
there is no longer any protectiongfor neutrals, and therefore no longer any prospect of peace.
A belligerent cruiser who destroys property prima facie neutral without adjudication is guilty
of an act which in its character is piracy, and in its result is war. Of all the doctrines of
the law of nations this is the most fundamental and the least disputed.

The right of the neutral to adjudication before a corspetent court is an indefeasible right
of which no condition of circumstances can be allowed to deprive him; and yet it is this law
which the confederate government have publicly announced that they intend to violate and
set at naught. It is one thing for a government to be committed by the rash and inconsiderate
acts of its military or naval officers ; the mischief thus created is 'sometimes difficult enough
to repair; but it is another and much more serious thing when offences of this kind are the
result of instructions authoritatively issued by the government itself; and it is to the latter
category that the threatened outrages on neutral rights by the confederate cruisers unhappily
belorg. In dealing with the federal complaints against Great Britain on account of the ac-
knowledgment of the belligerency of the south I'have on former occasions pointed out that
the fact of the confederate government possessing no ports into which it could carry its prizes
for condemnation afforded no ground for refusing to it the rights ot a maritime belligerent.
I have further remarked that the.consequence of this situation of the south was one which
no doubt gave to the north the benefit of its maritime superiority, for the south, having no
ports, could make no ¢aptures upon neutral property, which can only be dealt with by the
adjudication of a prize court. This iy what the north gains and the south loses by the mari-
time inferiority of the latter. But it should seem that, while the north are dissatisfied with
the advantage which the law of nations thus allots to them, the south are resolved not to en-
dure the loss which the same law imposes upon them. They, unfortunately for themselves,
are too weak to command a port into which they can conduct their prizes for adjudication,
and therefore they propose to get rid of the difficulty by the simple method of declaring that
. they intend to dispense with adjudication altogether. That is to say, if it is difficult or in-
convenient for you to carry a man presumably innocent to a place where he can be tried, you
may lawfully hang him at once without any trial at all. This is the doctrine which the new
carll)didate for a place among the society of nations proposes to introduce into the code of

ublic lav, i

P The pretext by which the confederate secretary pretends to justify these monstrous instruc-
tions is as ill-founded as the course of conduct they proscribe is indefensible. He makes a
grievance of the fact that the neutral powers have prohibited either belligerent from bring-
ing their prizes into the neutral harbors for the purpose of condemnation and sale. Now,
there is no right more clearly declared by all writers to be inherent in a neutral government
than that of the prohibiting the introduction of prizes for sale into its ports. Some of the best
writers hold, indeed, that such a prohibition is an essential duty of neutrality, but none deny
that such a course is permissible and proper. England and France have both adopted this
rule in the present war. And, as far as' I know, the same course has been pursued by all
other civilized nations, otherwise the confederates would exercise in the ports of such nations
as permitted them the privileges which they complain are denied to them elsewhere. But if
‘to deny the entry of prizes into its ports is—as it unquestionably is—the right of a neutral
government, then such a government is not to be told that because it thinks fit to exercise
one right it shall therefore be deprived of another. It is no answer to the inalienable right
which a neutral has to have captures made upon it adjudicated in a prize court that the
captor is unable to find a port into which to carry the prize for adjudication. The only con-
sequence of such g state of things is that the captor must abstain from neutral captures which
he is unable legitimately to effect. On this point if any authority on such a subject were
wanting that of Lord Stowell is expressed:

‘' When it is doubtful whether the capture is enemy’s property, and it is impossible to bring

it in, the safe and proper course is to dismiss. When it is neutral, the act of destruction cannot
be justified by the gravest importance of such an act to the captor’s own state.”—The Felicity,
2 Dods., p. 386. ) )
If t-hesc? doctrines had been mere speculative menaces we might have been disposed to dis-
regard them as_a part of that idle rhodomontade to which the American politician is so in-
curably prone ; but unfortunately in this case they have taken the very practical and dangerous
form of a “minute of instructions” to the confederate naval officers, introduced by the fol-
lowing solemn paragraph in the secretary of state’s despatch: :

“T%xe purpose of the President in requesting that the papers should be referred to this
department was to obtain for the guidance of the naval officers in command of our cruisers
such further and fuller instructions for the discharge of their duties as the experience of the
war has shown to be necessary. These instructions I have now the honor to forward to you
for transmission to your subordidates.
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MINUTE OF INSTRUCTIONS.

‘*The cases which occur for decision by our cruisers may be classified as follows.”

The following are the classes in which neutral rights are involved :

*“B. A vessel under enemy’s flag with cargo wholly or in part belonging to neutrals.

“C. A vessel really neutral with cargo wholly or in part belonging to the enemy.

“D. A vessel ostensibly neutral, but really hostile, fraudulently placed under a neutral
flag and furnished with fraudulent papers as a cover to protect her from capture.”

Let us see how Mr. Benjamin instructs the confederate cruisers to deal with these several
cases. Beginning with class B, he says:

‘B, A vessel under enemy’s flag with cargo wholly or in part belonging to neutrals.

* Under ordinary circumstances this case would present no embarrassment.. The captured
would be taken into a port of the captors, or of a neutral country; the portion of the cargo
belonging to the neutrals would be delivered to the owners, and the vessel, with such portion
of the cargo as belonged to the enemy, would be condemned as prize.

“The action of neutral governments has placed serious obstacles in the way of doin
justice to their own people. They have closed their ports to the admission of capture
vessels, and have thus rendered it impossible to make delivery in their own ports of the
Eroperty of their own subjects found on board of the vessels of our enemies, while it would

e exposing those vessels to almost certain recapture to attempt to bring them into our ports ;
for the captured vessels are almost invariably sailing vessels, and the enemy’s cruisers off
our ports are steamers.” :

Now, there is nothing more certain than that neutral property not contraband on board an
enemy’s ship is not liable to belligerent capture. Wheaton expresses himself on this point
with his usual precision:

*‘The exemption of neutral property-from capture has no other exceptions than those
arising from the carrying of contraband, breach of blockade, and other analogous cases
where the conduct of the neutral gives to the belligerent a right to treat his property as
enemy’s property. The neutral flag constitutes no protection to an enemy’s property, and
the belligerent communicates no hostile character to neutral property.”

It being, then, the undoubted and unquestionable rule of law that neutral property on
board an enemy’s vessel is a thing with which a belligerent has no right to meddle or dis-
pose og, let us see how Mr. Benjamin proposes to deal with it. The “‘instructions” thus

roceed : i
P ¢“If, for instance, Great Britain will not permit a captured enemy’s vessel to be carried
into one of her ports for the purpose of their delivering to a British subject his goods found
on board, she would certainly have no just ground of complaint that the goods were not
restored to their owner. If, therefore, on the renewed representations we are about to make,
we find neutral nations persist in refusing to receive the property of their subjects in their
own ports when captured by us on enemy’s vessels, it will become necessary to instruct
our cruisers to destroy such property whenever they are unable to bring the prize into our

orts.”

That is to say, in case Great Britain should not, at the erders of the confederate govern-
ment, reverse the policy which, in common with all the nations of Europe, it has adopted,
and allow her ports to be made a market for prizes, then the confederate cruisers will seize,
burn, and destroy British property, over which they have no more right than they have over
the coffers of the Bank of England, without process of law or color of justice. This is what
Mr. Benjamin means to do to us unless we mend our ways; but he intends, it seems, to give
us & short space for repentance, and ‘‘in the mean time” he will be content with an instal-
ment of injustice, for he proceeds : .

‘“The commanders of our national cruisers should be instructed to continue their former
practice of allowing the enemy to ransom his vessel in cases where the neutral property on
board is of large value or bears any considerable proportion to that of the enemy ; but if @
ransom bond is refused, or if the proportion of meutral property on board is small compared
with the value of the vessel and hostile cargo, the whole should be destroyed whencver the prize
cannot be brought into a port of our own or of @ neutral country.”” .

That is to say, the question whether neuirals should or should not be wholly dispossessed
of their own property, over which the captor has no right, is to depend upon whether the
belligerent captain in whose vessel it is freighted chooses or not to ransom the ship, and on
the proportions which the neutral bears to the belligerent carge. Was so outrageous &
scheme ever so coolly propounded? The logic of Mr. Benjamin comes simply to this: *‘ Be-
cause you don’t choose to ask me to dinner 1 will rob your orchard.”

A man who deals in this fashion with property over which he can have no possible right
is not likely to be much more scrupulous in cases where, if he pursued the proper course, he
might be entitled to capture. Accordingly, we find that Mr. Benjamin treats the second head
of neutral rights in an equally summary and lawless manner. The instructions under class
C are as follows: .

*C. A vessel really neutral, with cargo wholly or in part belonging to the enemy.”

After an empty flourigh about the right of the confederacy to seize enemy’s goods on board
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neutral vessels, in ‘spite of the declaration of Paris, which right, however, the confederate
secretary discreetly announces his intention to waive, he thus proceeds :

‘*The cruisers of the confederacy will therefore allow vessels of neutrals to pass free,
unless laden with contraband of war destined for the enemy’s ports. When such vessels are
found to be laden with goods contraband of war, the contraband goods, if net the property of
the owner of the vessel, are to be taken out, if practicable, and transshipped or destroyed,
and she is to be allowed to continue her voyage. ~But if the owner of the vessel has put on
board contraband goods belonging to himself, destined for the enemy’s country, he tEereby
forfeits the neutral’ character, and the ship is to be considered an enemy’s vessel, and to be
dealt with as such. No conflict with neutral powers on this subject is to be apprehended,
as they have, with entire unanimity, issued proclamations forbidding their subjects during
the present"wa.r from engaging in contraband trade, under penalty of forfeiture of national
protection.

That is to say, the question of the contraband character of the goods, and the consequent
confiscation of the goods, and even, under certain circumstances, of the vessel itself, is to
withdraw from the cognizance of the court to whom the law of nations has remitted it, and
is to be adjudicated upon the spot, at the discretion and on the responsibility of the captain.

This is what Captain Wilkes pretended to do in the case of the Trent, and we all know
how the English government dealt with his decision, though re-enforced by personal study of
Kent and Wheaton. Mr. Benjamin was never more mistaken in his life than when he
supposes that ‘‘no conflict with the neutral powers on this subject need be apprehended.
It is perfectly true that the neutral powers have notified to their subjects that they will not
be protected in a contraband trade; but in order that trade should lose its rights to the pro-
tection of the sovereign it is necessary that its contraband character should be established in
the only legitimate manner—i. e., by the sentence of a prize court.

The confederate government may rest well assured that England will no more trust the
decision of such questions to the learning of Captain Semmes than to that of Captain Wilkes.
"The forcible destruction of neutral property without adjudication is a national insult, which
will meet with the most prompt and exemplary chastisement.

The next head of the confederate secretary’s instructions is, if possible, more preposter-
ous and outrageous :

“D. A vessel ostensibly neutral, but really hostile, fraudulently placed under neutral flag
and furnished with fraudulent papers to proteet her from capture :

‘‘ The embarrassment in actual practice may be considered as occurring almost exclusively
‘in cases where an enemy’s vessel has been, since the commencement of the present war,
transferred to neutrals. The law of nations on the subject of the right of a belligerent to
make legal sale to neutrals flagrante bello is not settled by universal concurrence.

“ Our cruisers ought, therefore, to be instructed that where a vessel of the United States
has been sold in good fuith to a neutral since the commencement of the war, and where the
title is so absolutely transferred as to divest the enemy of any future interest in the vessel,
she is free from capture. If, however, any enemy’s interest in the vessel remain, if she be
mortgaged or hypothecated to the enemy, she is as much liable to be dealt with as a hostile
vessel as though no transfer to the neutral had been made. .

‘It frequently occurs, however, that a belligerent makes simulated sales of vessels to
neutrals with the view of protecting them from capture, and, under ordinary circumstances,
when the other belligerent has reason to suspect the good faith of the transfer, the suspected
vessel is brought into court for adjudication by the admiralty.

‘“'This course is not open to our cruisers for the reasons above explained, and the only in-
structions, therefore, practically applicable, under the circumstances, are the following :

¢ The captor should in evety case make rigid examination of the papers and documents of
every vessel sailing under a neutral flag known to have belonged to the enemy at the com-
mencement of the war. :

‘‘ He should take into consideration the nature of the trade in which the vessel is engaged,
the national character of the master, the papers found on board, the place at which the al-
leged sale to the neutral took effect by delivery of the vessel, and every other circumstance
tending to establish the true nature of the transfer, and to satisfy his mind whether the vessel
be really ncutral o merely disguised as such. .

‘“‘If the captured vessel has double sets of papers, or if papers have been destroyed or sub-
ducted by her master during the chase, or if she has continued in the same course of trade
and under the same master since the alleged sale to the neutral, it may be safely concluded
that the property is still hostile and covered by fraudulent use of neutral flag.

¢+ In these and all other cases, when there is great and dccided preponderance of evidence to
show that the vessel is really enemy’s property, the cruiser must act on his conviction and treat
her asl such, leaving to his goverament the responsibility of satisfying any neutral clavm for
her value.

*“ But whenever the evidence leaves serious doubt as to the true character of the transfer,
it will be proper rather to dismiss the vessel if she cannot be brought into port, than to exer
cise a harsh and doubtful belligerent right.”

Every one in the slightest degree conversant with the literature of prize courts must be
aware that the questions here referred to lic inter apices juris. The extent of interest which
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a belligerent may retain in a vessel ostensibly transferred, the facts which justly lead to the
conclusion that an apparent sale is not bona fide—these and all the cognate questions are
matters of the nicest and most complicated kind, which require for their just solution the
patient and impartial application of judicial analysis of the highest order. And these are the
questions which: Mr. Benjamin proposes to leave to the instant decision of the confederate cap-
tain, who is to ‘“act on his conviction,” and to release or burn the ship, according as he may
“ satisfy his mind’’ on the subject. Just conceive a captain of a cruiser like the Alabama or
the Florida with a rich prize just captured after an exciting chase, descending into his cabin
to consider whether ‘‘any enemy’s interest in tle vessel remains,” whether she is really
“mortgaged or hypothecated,” or whether the title is so ‘¢ absolutely transferred as to divest
the enemy of any future interest;” and then, having ‘‘satisfied his mind” that there is
‘“great and decided preponderance of evidence' against the ship, proceeding ‘to act on his
conviction,” and to burn the vessel and destroy at once the property and the means of proving
its innocence. Does the confederate government really believe that any neutral government
in the world would tolerate such conduct for an instant?

The confederate secretary seems to imagine that in case of any unfortunate error on the
part of the cruiser acting under these instructions, it will be easy enough for his government
to ‘“ satisfy any neutral claims for the value.” In the first place, as Sheridan said, ‘I don’t
like the security.”” But, besides, I will venture to tell the confederate secretary of state that
he is very much mistaken if he supposes his instructions can be so casily atoned for. When
an unauthorized officer like Captain Wilkes committed an outrage which his government is
in & position to disavow, the affair may be readily accommodated by an apology and by res-
titution. But when the act is one by anticipation, deliberately authorized by the government
itself, there is no room for apology or compensation. A man cannot be permitted to enter on
a system of lawless plunder simply on the footing of paying the cost. Against such conduct
there are more stringent and effective remedies. It is lucky for the confederate government
that these insane * instructions ” have been issued at & moment when they have no vessel
afloat which could irnflict upon its government the disaster of obeying them. But if
ever the confederate government could get a fleet upon the high seas, I think I could promise
Mr. Benjamin that they would not sail many weeks under such instructions. The confeder-
ate secretary complains of the English vice-admiral for having written that *He had issued
the following instructions to the officers under his command : To capture and send to England
for adjudication in the admiralty court every vessel by which a British vessel (4. e., with
legal British papers) is burnt at sea.” Admiral Hope made a mistake, it is true, (as sea cap-
taing who quote Lord Stowell are not unlikely to do,) in supposing that this was a case for
“adjudication in the admiralty court.” But substantially he was right in instructing the
officers under his command to seize all vessels acting upon such principles 4s thoselaid down
in Mr. Benjamin’s instructions forsuch conduct is a just cause of ‘reprisal, and, if necessary,
of war. The only proper answer to such a code of instruction is to confiscate, or, if need be,
to send to the bottom every vessel that should attempt to execute them.

I cannot leave this ** minute of instructions ” without quoting as a bonne bouche its closing

assage :
e It the British government has, in the interests of its own subjects, become sensible of the
impropriety and impolicy of shutting its ports to the introduction of prizes made by our ves-
sels, in all cases in which British claimants assert title to vessel or cargo, the instructions will
be given to our cruisers to take into British ports all such vessels, there to remain until our
admiralty courts have exercised their rightful exclusive jurisdiction over the prize questions
involving such captures.”

The calm and self-complacent impertinence of this paragraph I think it would be difficult
tosurpass. If England *sces the impropriety ”’ of doing that which all the rest of the world has
likewise thought it proper to do, and recognizes the ** impolicy >’ of not allowing its ports to be
made an ¢fficina in which the acts of war may be finally consummated by the condemnation
and sale of prizes, then, but not till then, the great and magnanimous Confederate States of
America will consent to give to the unfortunate Great Britian that protection in the jurisdiction
of & prize court which the law of nations has ordained.

1t is difficult to comprehend what can be the intention of the confederate government in
promulgating such a docnment at such a moment. On the part of a great maritime power
such conduct would be odious ; in that of a belligerent which has not a cruiser afloat it hardly,
perhaps, passes the point of being ridiculous. I do not desire to be hard upon the con-
federate government. Even those who least approve the objects for which they are fighting
willingly accord to them the sympathy which belongs to gallantry and to misfortune. But this
last proceeding of theirs would make one suppose that, reeling under the blows of repeated
disaster, they had at last taken leave at once of reason and of hope, and given themselves up to
the desperation of folly. Iknow notwhether these instructions have come under the notice of
her Majesty’s government. It is impossible that such a document can be-passed over in
silence. The principal desire of every reasonable man in the country is, that under no circum-
stances should England be involved on either side in this dreadful contest. Nevertheless, as
was sufficiently apparent in the affair of the Trent, there are limits which may not be passed.
The confederate government must know perfectly well what would have been the result if
the federal government had thought fit to adhere to the act of Captain Wilkes. And yet, what
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is the meaning of these instructions but to order every captain in their fleet, if they had a
fleet, to imitate the acts of Captain Wilkes. To suppose that such things could pass with
impunity would be to abuse the privileges of weakness. This document is either an idle
menagce, or, if intended to be put in practice, it is the authority for conduct which can have
no result but war, and I would venture most sincerely to recommend them at the earliest
moment to recall a paper which, as long as it remains on record, will be a standing disgrace
to them in the eyes of the civilized world.

There is another point of view in which this matter deserves to beregarded. Some perscns
in this country seem to occupy themselves in defeating the salutary law of the land which
forbids the equipment of vessels of war for the belligerents within the realm. The confeder-
ate cruisers, so far as they have had any cruisers, have all, or nearly all, issued from English
ports. Perhaps the consideration that any vessels which shall in future reach a similar
destination will cruise against English commerce under orders nothing short of pirgtical,
may act as a stronger motive to induce English merchants and ship-builders to abstain from
attempts to violate and elude the law. It certainly would be a strange example of an
‘“engineer hoist by his own petard,” if Liverpool merchantmen were to be seen burning on
the high seas by the act of cruisers sent out from Liverpool to execute the ¢ instructions ”” of
Mr. Benjamin. Whatever else these ‘‘instructions ’” may accomplish, I hope at least they
will secure that no confederate cruiser shall ever again hail from an Finglish port.

HISTORICUS.

TempLE, January 5.

BMr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 855.] LeaaTioN or THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 13, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit an address to the President, from the
committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, which has been
sent to me by their secretary. , ‘

I do not in any of these cases venture to assume any authority to judge of
the propriety of the sentiments expressed, provided I am convinced that the
spirit is friendly and the action taken in good faith.

" I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
' CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLrLiam H. SEwakb, :
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Myr. Chamerorzow to President Lincoln.

27 New Broap Stregt, L. C.,
London, January 12, 1865.
Sir: I am instructed by the committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society to
forward to you an address on the occasion ¢f your re-election-to the presidency, passed on
the 2d December last by the committee at their general monthly meeting, and unanimously
adopted and confirmed at their next general monthly meeting held on the 6th current.
I am, sir, yours most respecttully,
L. A. CHAMERORZOW, Secretary.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, '
President of the United States.

ADDRESS.

To Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States :

Sir : The committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society beg to congratulate
you upon your re-election to the high and responsible office of President of the United States.
Were this result of the recent national vote simply an ordinary political event, indicating
mere party preponderance, the committee would consider themselves precluded from thus re-
ferring to it; but inasmuch as in relation to the abolition of slavery, as enunciated by the
Baltimore convention, and accepted by yourself, it is the emphatic indorsement by the people
at large of a principle and of a policy, the triumph of which is also a triumph of justice and
humanity, they consider they may with propriety address you on this auspicious vecasion.
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The committee have never ceased to deplore the dreadful calamity of the civil war, so de-
moralizing in its influences, which has rendered so many American homes desolate and
plunged the nation into mourning, and would sincerely rejoice at the speedy termination of
this fratricidal and most lamentable contest. They ardently desire that a way may soon be
opened for the restoration of peace upon the firm basis of freedom and complete equality to
all, irrespective of color or of race, over whom you have again, in the order of Providence,
been called to rule.

The committee have deeply sympathized with you in the exceedingly difficult position in
which you have been placed during the past four years, in dealing with the perplexing ques-
tion of slavery, for the maintenance, consolidation, and extension of which wicked and hate-
ful institution the south rebelled and rushed headlong into civil war.

The committee rejoice at the various measures which have been proposed and at the several
enactments which have been carried by the administration under your presidency, having
for their object the extinction of slavery throughout the whole of the States of the American
Union, and sincerely trust that your re-election may encourage the Senate and the Congress
to prosecute to a happy consummation the noble work so well commenced. -

‘While, however, the committee acknowledge with extreme satisfaction the progress which
has already been made towards the emancipation of the slaves, they feel much anxiety re-
specting the future status of the freedmen. With assured adequate majorities in the legisla-
ture, it is to be hoped that equal rights and privileges, such as are enjoyed by other citizens
of the United States, may at once be accorded to the emancipated. An additional incentive
to self-exertion would thus be given to the free colored population; the fear of the substitu-
tion of future serfdom for one of actual slavery could then nolonger excite the distrust of the
freed, and the institution of slavery itself would receive an additional and, probably, its ex-
terminating blow. It is obvious that any ambiguity respecting the future social and political
position of the freed as a class must be calculated to discourage them from exertion, to im-
pede their progress, prolong the degradation of their race, and thereby the duration of slavery
in other lands.

The committee trust that they are not mistaken in the conjecture that the unanimous ac-
ceptance by so large a majority of the people of the anti-slavery policy laid down at the Balti-
more convention foreshadows the adoption of legislation in accordance with these views.
They would respectfully submit that to emancipate a class from physical slavery, yet to deny
it any of the rights and privileges enjoyed by other citizens, is to create a caste; to foster and
stimulate prejudice against color ; is a practical assertion of the inferiority of the emancipated
race, and is calculated greatly to strengthen the policy of those who are fighting for the main-
tenance of slavery, while it may appear to leave the federal governmentopen to the imputa-
tion of insincerity. )

In offering you this address of congratulation on the occasion of your re-election, the com-
mittee believe they are also giving expression to the sentiments of the great majority of their
fellow-countrymen. They devoutly hope that the national troubles may soon terminate,
and that He, ‘‘through whom kings reign and princes decree justice,” may sustain you in
the discharge of your great and arduous duties, and guide your counsels to found, in right-
cousness, an enduring peace.

On behalf of the committee :

SAMUEL GURNEY, Presideat.
ROBERT ALSOP, Chairman of Committee.
L. A. CHAMERORZOW, Secretary.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1236.] ) . DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 16, 1865.

Siz: With sincere sadness and sorvow I inform you of the death of Edward
Everett. His earnest and well-directed labors in support of the government
during the civil war has won for him the unanimous confidence and affection of
the American people.

We learn through Richmond that Rear-Admiral Porter’s fleet was again be-
fore Wilmington, and that the land forces had effected a landing on Friday last,
the 13thinstant. The weather was fine; the insurgents claimed to be prepared for
successful defence. Major General Butler has been relieved of his command, at
the suggestion of the Lieutenant General. The recent failure at Wilmington is
under investigation in Congress. Major General Sherman is understood to have
resumed his march, but its direction is not yet revealed. Henry S. Foote, form-
erly United States senator from Mississippi, and recently a member of the in-
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urgent conclave at Richmond, was arrested on the 12th instant, on the bank of
the Occoquan, on his way to this city; he yet remains in military custody.
Jefferson Davis disclaims responsibility for the arrest. The reported agitation
of the question of submission to thé Union, in Georgia, is believed to be true,
.althdugh not to the full extent claimed for it in the press. ‘

A constitutional convention in Tennessee submitted to the people the consti-
tutional question of abolishing slavery. The convention in Missouri has defini-
tively abolished slavery in that State.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHARLES F'RANCIS ADAMS, Esq., §c., §e., §e.

(Same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1237.] , DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
~ Washington, January 16, 1865.

Sir: Your despatch of the 30th of Decem er, No. 846, has been received.

I am happy in being authorized to approve of the expressions you have made
. to Earl Russell in relation to Lord Lyons. We earnestly hope for his restora-

tion to health and usefulness.

The representations you have made to Earl Russell, concerning the difficul-
ties which have occurred in Canada, are approved by the President.

_ - The situation in this respect exhibits the same general features as when I last
described it in this correspondence. . .

No new aggressions have been committed. Some popular impatience was
manifest on the occasion of the revocation of that part of the order of Major
Geeneral Dix, which authorized continued pursuit of invaders into British terri-
tories; but that impatience subsided immediately, when the order which requires
travellers coming into the United States to exhibit passports was promulgated.
That order has now gone into full effect on the borders with very beneficial re-
sults. The public mind in this country has resumed its habitual tone of calm-
ness and self-reliance. )

Each house of Congress hasg, with practical unanimity, resolved that the Pres-
ident ought to give the stipulated notice for terminating the reciprocity treaty,
and this proceeding meets the public approval. When the action of Congress
- shall have been completed, the bill will be sent to you.

On the British side of the border there is manifested a strong popular desire
to restore the cordiality which has been so unfortunately subverted. The gov-
ernor general of Canada and the colonial ministry are earnest and emphatic in

their avowals of the same disposition. Measures have been taken to establish
an armed police on the British side of the border. One of the Philo Parsons
pirates has beeen arrested upon our requisition, and subjected to an examination

- at Toronto. Several of the escaped St. Albans felonshave been rearrested and
brought before Judge Smith, at Montreal, who has reconsidered and reversed
the decision of Coursall. It is regretted, however, that international justice
wavers at this point, just as it staggered there on the occasion of the first arrest’
of the St. Albans offenders. No one proposes—no one seems to think of restor-
ing the money which was purloined from the citizens of St. Albans, and placed
in the hands of the provincial police, subject to the order of the British courts.
The magistrate at Toronto has taken time to consider the claim of Burleigh, the
Philo Parsons pirate, to a discharge upon the pretence that he is a belligerent.
Judge Smith has adjourned the case of the St. Albans offenders thirty days, to
enable them to arm themselves with a similar mock defence. At the same time
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no warrant has been issued against the offenders for violation of British laws, or
resistance of the Queen’s proclamation. We are thus left to expect that they
will be discharged and set at liberty, to renew their depredations upon a broader
scale, and with new accomplices, attracted by assured impunity within British
jurisdiction. We are, indeed, promised special legislation in the provincial
legislature, which is soon to be convened at Quebec. But, on the other hand, -
the rebel agents and emissaries are with their friends enjoying undisguised
honors, favors, and sympathies in the provinces.

Seven new piratical vessels, all of which were practically fitted out, armed
and manned within the British island, in violation of British laws, are roaming
the ocean, destroying American commerce, and there regularly receive supplies
of provisions and munitions from British territory. 'The only remedy that her
JMajesty’s government is understood to have resorted to in the case of these ves-
sels is a civil prosecution against one person who was engaged in the unlawful
proceeding of arming and despatching the Sea King. We know not when that
offender will be brought to trial. Iven his conviction will be without fruits, if
his punishment, measured by the standard hitherto used by British courts, shall
be limited to a fine of one hundred and fifty pounds for the accomplished
transaction. * .

It thus clearly appears that the British government substantially fails to guar-
antee the neutrality it proclaims, and that the United States are severely suffer-
ing from this failure. Her own law writersand precedents instruct us that in such
a case the aggrieved nation has an absolute right of reprisal. Nevertheless, we
have refrained, and at present we shall refrain, from every form of retaliation in
this, as we have in allother cases of national injury. This attitude, however, leaves
to us no remedies but those with which, happily, our people are familiar, namely,
lawful measures of self-defence. We are drawing rapidly upon that magazine.
‘We feel sure that it is not for the interest of either nation that it shall be ineffect-
ually exhausted. You will see that Congress is considering the expediency of
putting an end to the arrangement for extradition of fugitives from justice.

Of all the nations, Great Britain seems to us the last that could justly or wisely
become, directly or indirectly, an opponent of the United States in a civil war
.began and waged and presisted in by insurgents for the extension of African
slavery.

You will use these views according to your own discretion in your discussion
with Itarl Russell on the subject to which they relate. It is thought expedient
that you address a special representation to her Britannic Majesty’s government
concerning the Shenandoah or Sea King.

I annex copy of a despatch of the 14th instant from Mr. Potter, our consul
general at Montreal.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHanrLes FRANCIS ADAMS, &e., §c., .

Orrice UniTep STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH.
: . War Department.
The following telegram received at Washington 8. 20 p. m., January 14, 1865,
from Montreal, January 14, 1865=

The proceedings against St. Albans felons were adjourned thirty (30) days to
allow them to send to Richmond for evidence that they were acting under the
authority of Jeff. Davis. I sent full despatch per mail on the 8th.

JOHN F. POTTER.
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1238.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
- Washington, January 16, 1865.

Sir: You are authorized to assure the Oldham Auxiliary Union and Eman-
cipation Society that the President has received with profound sensibility their
address of congratulation upon the result of the late election, and that he sin-
cerely sympathizes with them in their devotion to the cause of free government,
civilization and progress throughout the world.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

COuarLes Francis Avawms, Esq., de., de., de.

Mpr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1241.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington, January 18, 1865.

Sir: I transmit herewith, authenticated under the seal of this department, a
copy of a joint resolution of the Congress of the United States approved on this
date, in regard to the termination of the treaty concluded between the United
States and her Britannic Majesty on the 5th of June, 1854, commonly known as
the reciprocity treaty. The President directs me, in compliance with the 5th
article of that instrument, and with the requirement of the aforenamed resolution,
to instiuct you to communicate to her Majesty’s government a certified copy of
the enclosed papers, and formally to notify her Majesty’s government, on the 17th
of March next, or as soon thereafter as possible, that as it is considered to be no
longer for the interest of the United States to continue the said treaty in foree,
it will terminate and be of no further cffect at the expiration of twelve months
from the date upon which the notice shall be given.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
OuarLes Francis Apawms, Esq., &¢, &e., &

THIRTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION.

JOINT RESOLUTION providing for the termination of the reciprocity treaty of fifth of
June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, between the United States and Great Britain.

‘Whereas it is provided in the reciprocity treaty concluded at Washington, the fifth of June,
eighteen hundred and fifty-four, between the United States of the one part, and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland of the other part, that this treaty ‘‘shall remain in
force for ten years from the date at which it may come into operation, and further, until the
expiration of twelve months after either of the high contracting parties shall give notice to
the other of its wish to terminate the same;” and whereas it appears, by a proclamation of
the President of the United States, bearing date sixteenth of March, eighteen hundred and
fifty-five, that the treaty came into operation on that day ; and whereas, further, it is no longer
for the interests of the United States to continue 'the same in force: Therefore,

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That notice be given of the termination of the reciprocity treaty, accord-
ing to the provision therein contained for the termination of the same; and the President of
the United States is hereby charged with the communication of such notice to the government
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

Approved January 18, 1865.



94 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE

Myr. Seward to Mr Adams.

No. 1242.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, <
Washington, January 18, 1865.

Sir: I enclose a copy of a letter of the 3d instant from Colonel William H.
Allen, containing information in regard to a plan for the seizure of American
steamships plying on the Pacific coast. You will be pleased to take such steps
in relation to the matter as may in your judgment be most.conducive to the
public interest. s ‘

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

.y WILLIAM H. SEWARD
CnarLEs Francis Apawms, Esq., §e., &@%@

———

Colonel Allen to Mr. Scward.

NEW YORK, January 3, 1865.

SIr: For some time previous to the late attempt to seize the Pacific steamers, I had reason
to believe that such a plan was in contemplation; the result justified my suspicions. Since
then I have followed the matter up, and now have certain information that a repetition of it
will be resumed on an entirely different plan. The leading agents engaged in this matter I
am personally acquainted with; I therefore deem it my duty to impart to the State and Navy
Departments such facts as have come to my knowledge, with an offer of any services for the
purpose of counteracting the plans the parties have in view.

The plan of action now is to seize the ships by the aid of a swift but small iron steamer,

armed with one gun. She will be concealed in some of the many bays and inlets abound-
ing on the coast from the Gulf of Fonseca to San José, on the lower end of Costa Rica.
"T'wo of those vessels are now on the way, or have arrived at St. Thomas from England, in
pieces. They will be put together there, or at Georgetown, Demerara, run down the coast
around the }orn, intending ostensibly to ply around the Chincha islands; the officers and
prize-crew will sail from this port to Havana, reporting there to Charles Helm; thence to
St. Thomas, where a person named Andrews manages affairs, or did the last time. At the
proper time they will proceed to San Juan, Nicaragua, where they will be taken in charge
by Thomas J. Martin, late mayor of that place, who will forward them up the river, across
the lake, on through Costa Rica, to the coast, there to meet the vessels and sally out at the
proper time.
P Helm I have known since the Mexican war; Andrews I have done business wit h Martin
was in my employ while engineer on the ship canal. I am well scquainted throughout
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, as also in Demerara; therefore, with the aid of an assistant and
the coast natives, it would be impossible for these men to escape capture, by keeping the
naval commander at Panama fully advised.

Mr. Thomas Sampson thinks as I do, that this matter is of such importance that no time
should be lost in acting upon it. .

Very respecttully,
WILLIAM H. ALLEN,

Late Colonel 1st and 145th Regiments N. Y. Volunteers -
Hon. WiLLIAM H. SEWARD, .

Secretary of State.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 857.] LecaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 19, 1865.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the department,
numbered from 1212 to 1221, both inclusive, and likewise No. 1196, mentioned
last week as missing. , :

I have caused the intercepted correspondence enclosed with this last despatch
to be copied and transmitted to Lord Russell, with a note, a copy of .which I
send herewith. I am not sure that this is the course proposed in the latter part
of the despatch. It would seem rather as if the intention was to make them the
base of a prosecution against Messrs. Jones and Highat on the part of the
United States. This wovld be marking out a novel line of policy, the possible
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consequences of which, in relieving the British government of its responsibility
and incurring the hazard of almost certain, and possibly mortifying failure, do
not appear as yet to have been quite sufficiently weighed. I cannot but hope
that if such a decision has been arrived at, of which I am not altogether sure, it
may at any rate be fully reconsidered before it is finally determined on. And if
ultimately determined on, I beg leave to suggest the absolute necessity of send-
ing out the lawyers necessary to see it vigorously carried forward. Irom my
past experience in this line, I fecl no assurance of any energy on the part of
professional men here in prosecuting suits under the enlistment law, or of any
confidence in their success, if they exerted it.

Meanwhile her Majesty’s government has decided upon trying its hand on
another case, which has just presented itself, of quite a peculiar character. It
seems that a Peruvian corvette, called the Union, has been fitting out from this
port, and the captain has been engaged in enlisting some seamen here for his
service. The attention of the government officers appears to have been drawn
to this by the fact thatamong these seamen were three who had been formerly en-
gaged by Mr. Rumble for the service of the rebels; and whose testimony was
considered as highly important in the prosecution now pending. 1t is now an-
nounced in the newspapers that the captain is to be tried on the charge of violating
the law in enlisting men to carry on war against Spain.

In this connexion it may be as well to mention that at the time when the cn-
listment of the three men alluded to became known to the law officers, they at
first declined to take any direct steps to retain them here, notwithstanding that
they declared them essential in the prosecution of Rumble. They, however,
notified Mr. Morse, the consul, of their opinion, and suggested to him an applica-
tion to the Peruvian minister for their release. Mr. Morse came to me about it,
and I immediately addressed a note to Mr. Barreda on the subject. That gentle-
man being absent, I received an answer from his secretary most promptly and
handsomely placing the men at my service. I wrote him at once a letter
acknowledging the obligaiion on behalf of my government, and promising to
bring the circumstance to its notice. ‘

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WirLiam H. SEwaRrbD,

Secretary of State.
‘ [Enclosure. ]
Mr. Adams to Lord Russell, January 18, 1865

My. Adams to Earl Russell.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 18, 1865.
My Lorp: I have the honor to submit to your consideration copies of certain letters
which have fallen into the hands of the government of the United States. They are offered
in the nature of cumulative evidence to prove the systematical manner in which the neutral-
ity of this kingdom has been habitually abused by insurgent emissaries sent out here ex-
pressly for that purpose. I have already dwelt so much upon this point in my previous
correspondence, that I shall confine myself on this oceasion simply to asking your particular
" otice to the terms of the letters of James D. Bullock, well understood to be the chief agent
in transactions of this kind, in their connexion with the proceedings of Messrs. Jones, Hig-
hat, &e., and particularly of Mr. Bold, all of them believed to be subjects of her Majesty,
. and, therefore, bound to {e neutral in the present difficulties. -
1 hope in & few days to have it in my power to furnish conclusive proof that the practices
referred to in these letters dated last year are yet carried on with as much activity as ever.
1 pray your loxdship to accept the assurances of the highest consideration with which I
have the {onor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS,
Right Hon. EARL RusSELL, &c., &c¢., &c.
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[Enclosures. ]

1. J. N. Bamey to Captain Morris, February 5, 1854.

2. Captain Bullock to Captain Morris, January 14, 1864.

3. A, Norur & Co. to Captain Morris, January 15, 1864.

4. A. Norur & Co. to Captain Morris, J. anuary 18, 1864.

5. F. Senac to R. Taylor, September 18, 1863,

6. Account with seamen for the Florida.

7. Fraser, Trenholm & Co. to J. N. Barney, September 22, 1863.

(The above enclosures are published with Mr. Seward’s despatch No. 1196.)

M. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1245.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
. Washington, January 23, 1865.

SIR : It was my belief, when the election closed, that the national determina-
tion which it manifested would tend to demoralize the insurgents, and if not to
confound, at least to embarrass their abettors abroad. I thought that the decisive
tone of the President’s message would be effective in the same way. I have
been unable to believe that insurgent confidence, either at home or abroad, could
revive under the severe pressure of the national arms. Nevertheless, we have
ever since the election had occasional revelations here and in. Earope of insur-
gent expectations of recognition by Great Britain and France. These revela-
tions have sometimes come in the shape of warnings from known and respon-
sible insurgent agents, who professed to be desirous of saving their own mis-
guided people from the infamy of foreign protection. .

Tt has been heretofore impossible to find a clue to the premises upon which
their expectations were based. I think I have now found it in an article of the
Richmond Sentinel of the 18th of January, a copy of which I enclose. The
idea of theinsurgents seems to be this: That insomuch as the rebels are pre-
vented the exercise of suffrage in the insurgent States in the late presidential
clection, therefore this government in the next administration will not be de Jure,
a government over these States, which by the treaty of peace of 1783 were ac-
knowledged to be free, independent, sovereign States. 'I'he conceit is a refine-
ment of the secession principle, which the war has already effectually exploded.
Still I have thought it not inexpedient to bring the subject to your notice.
While I do not attribute any serious importance to it, it may be ‘worth your
while to be watchful. '

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

A

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Cuarres Francis Apams, Esq., &, §c., §e.
(Same to Mr. Bigelow.)

[ Editorial from the Richmond Sentinel, J anuary 18.7]
FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE CONFEDERACY.

The nations of western Europe have just put themselves and us to many disadvantages by
their failure to recognize the confederate government, and institute with us diplomatic rela-
tions. A state of war invests with a peculiar delicacy the relations of a belligerent with a*
mutual power. It requires much care and address to adjust satisfactorily the many questions
which arise between them ; especially is this the case while there is. much conflict of inter-
ests, such as an extensive intercourse necessarily produces. To all these hazards and incon-
veniences to them and to us France and England have submitted for four years without the
ameliorations which a diplomatic_ interchange would have afforded. They have denied
themselves and us the means of asking or giving explanation, and of making representation
closely affecting in many cases the interests of citizens entitled to protection, or, in a more
general sense, the rights and duties of the respective governments.

The great convenience of the policy long recognized in America, of acknowledging a de

\



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 97,

Jacto government without delay, has been strikingly illustrated by the effect of the different
principles which France and England have prescribed to themselves in their dealings with
us. If American policy had been applied to American affairs four years of embarrassment
would have been avoided. There is a prevalent presumption, however, that the reserve
which has produced so much inconvenience is-about to be abandoned. It is supposed by
many who'read the signs of the times, that France and England will not much longer deny
themselves the liberty of holding interviews with a people with whom they have so much
business to transact. We say nothing of the comity or the duty which they owe to am
organized community so large and respectable as ours ; viewing the subject simply in the
light of their own interest, and of their duty to their own citizens, the shackles with which
they have so long voluntarily restrained their action are truly extraordinary. .

If the two governments to whom we refer have come to the resolution of terminating that
deference, not to the principles but to the will of the Washington government, which wears
the appearance of vassalage, they would have at any moment an abundance of solid and
satisfactory measures to sustain them in such a step. But the conjecturé which is assigned
as the probable occasion on which the new attitude will be assumed, the next inauguration
of Mr. Lincoln, is singularly propitious to such a proceeding. It will afford not merely &
pretext for that action, but a new ground; sufficient of itself fo justify and to require it. We
will explain this by the nairation of some. facts which we find collected in a very convenient
form in Mr. McHenry’s excellent book, ‘‘The Cotton Trade.” . .

France, on the 5th of February, 1778, acknowledged the independence of the thirteen-
American colonies as so many independent States. Even the Articles of Confederation were.
not then adopted. The United Netherlands followed this example October 8, 1782, and
Sweden, April 3, 1783. Great Britain, in the treaty of peace, concluded September 3, 1783,.
recognized the several States in like manner as so many independent political communities.
This recognition embraced Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, by name,.
and it. territorially included Tennessee, Florida, and Mississippi. The remaining confeder--
ate States became possessed by their organization and admission of equal rights with the.
original States, ang stand on the same %)oting. The independent nationality of Texas was:
reco%r])gz;gi by France in 1839, and by Great Britain in 1840, She did not enter the Urion.
unti . :

In no ether form ‘has the nationality of the United Statés ever been acknowledged by
European courts. John Adams was, in 1777, sent to represent the States in France; and:
was soon after succeeded by Dr. Franklin. They both received their authority from. the-
*Congress of Delegates of the several States. The Articles of Confederation were not adopted
till March, 1781, ~Mr. Adams, under an appointment received in 1789, remained as minister:
to England till 1798. | .

The Union formed by the Articles of Confederation was dissolved Marcl; 3, 1789. The
Union under the Constitution. did not go into operation until April 30, 1789, and then only:
as between eleven States, Rhode Island and North Carolina for a time remaining aloof.

In all these changes of the agency for conducting their foreign intercourse, the States:
deemed no, notification necessary to other governments. No recognition was asked for any:
such nation as the confederation of States, for there was no such created, nor for any such-
nation ag the United States, for the same reasons. The governments established by the Arti-
cles of Confederation and by the Constitution were the mere foreign agencies of the States,
the true sovereigns, whose nationality was already acknowledged. The European govern-
ments conceded to us the right to change the form of this agency whenever we pleased.
The recognition of the independence of the States survived all these changes unharmed ; the

. disbanding of the confederation in 1783, the intervening of fifty-eight days that followed,
the separation of the State, which then continued for some time, Rhode Island and North
Carolina remaining distinct, and the accessions to the number of States, which afterwards
oceurred from time to time. The ministers sent by the federal agent were received on the
original acknowledgment of the nationality of the several States, and no other. No other
was desired ; no otl%er was proffered ; no other was thought necessary or appropriate. Let
us notice some of the consequences which may be deduced from this view of "the case, look-
ing at it from a foreign stand-point, and excluding all reférence to’our own controversy as to
the right of secession. ®France and England might say that Mr. Lincoln was appointed in

~1860 by an election in which all the States participated ; that thus he was regularly consti~
tuted tﬁe diplomatic representative of all the States for a specified term ; that as such Europe
recognized him as appointed, according to our own forms. ~After the fourth of March next:
he will sustain, however, a new charactér. He will have entered upon: & term of service to:,

" which various of the States acknowledged by Europe as independent had no part in electing-
him. He cannot claim to have any commission from Virginia or North Carolina, or the rest
of the Confederate States. - He can show no amthority to represent them. These latter States
at onge refrained, and were excluded from all share in his appointment. Of this Europe is -
duly uotified, and it would be both an outrage and a perfidy to, acknowledge as the repre-
sentative of States recognized as independent an agent in whose appointment they had no
share. As well might tie European Maximilian assume to reﬁresent the Confederate States.
as the man who rules at Washington. Virginia and the rest have claimed to change their
foreign agency frequently in the past, and it has been accorded. How ecan the right be.

7D c¢C
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questioned now ?  Their responsibility for Lincoln’s appointment as the organ for forei
intercourse has been discharged by the expiration of the term for which he was elected: In
the new appointment they had no part and were allowed none, and hence it cannot be pre-
tended that it represents them either in substance or form. We say that such views as these
may well be adopted by France and England, without reference to the other merit of our
cause, and we do not see how they can bé overlooked, or how they can be met;.and taking
into consideration the duties which those governments owe to their own people, to their own
dignity, to sound international principles, and to us—duties, however, which they have de-
clined until the neglect has become & severe reproach—we think it very reasonable and very
probable. that they will indeed profit by the opportunity to abandon their present situation
with good grace. :

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams. .

No. 1246.] k DEPARTMENT OF STATE, '
Washington, January 24, 1865.

Sir: Fort Fisher, with its subsidiary works, fell on the 15th instant, under
:a combined land and naval assault. The defence was mainfained by three
thousand men, of whom about seven hundred were killed and the remainder .
were captured. The loss on our side was severe. The capture must figure in |
history as one of the most brilliant achievements of the war. 'Without know-
ing how far I am supported by public opinion, I confess that the hazards and
losses which were actually encountered are calculated to disarm criticism upon .
the proceedings of Generals Butler and Weitzel in the previous expedition. It
is not left doubtful that the port of Wilmington is now effectually closed against
the insurgents and their European abettors. Of all our correspondents you are
the last one that needs to be informed of the importance which- attaches to this

event. It seems to be true that since our fleet entered the Cape Fear river five  *

‘blockade-running vessels unwarily followed it and were captured. Reports of
the advance of General Terry towards Wilmington are too uncertain to be con-
fidently accepted. Major Greneral Sherman’s forces have passed the Pocotaligo
bridge and reached McPhersonville, in South Carolina. Indications of discon-
tent and demoralization among the insurgents appear in.their cabals and in their
press. A silver dollar was sold at auction in Richmond last week for sixty-four
dollars of rebel money. Negro men were sold last week at the rate of five
thousand ﬁi)]lars in that spurious currency; the equivalent of -seventy-eight dol-
lars in gold.

A grgwing popular confidence in the success of the Union cause has reduced
the premium upon gold in our market eighty per cent. since the presidential
election. We now entertain a hope that the. colonial authorities will vindicafe
the neutrality of the British provinces. We learn at this moment that the ca-
pricious magistrate Coursal has been removed from office by the governor gen:
eral. The Canada’s mails have not yet arrived, and we are without any de-
spatches from you later than the 30th of December. ‘

I am, sir, your obedient servant, oo ,

. - WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CuarLEs FraNcis Apawms, Esq., §c, §c., §e. > ‘
(Same, mutatis mutandsis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

My, Sewaf;d to Mr. Adams.

No. 1247.] " DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
' Washington, January 26, 1865,
~ Sir: The winter has practicalw broken up our customary correspondence

with Europe. It is only at this late day that I réceive your despatch of the
5th of January, No. 850. . -

Lo
iy
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Tt is accompanied by a copy of a statement under Earl Russell’s hand of the
communication which was had by him with you on the subject of the difficulties
which have arisen in Canada; that communication being the same one which
you have already reported to me in your No. 856. ) :

In view of that conference and of other incidents which you have mentioned,
I apptove fully of the forbearance you have since adopted in regard to making
further representations upon the same subject. - : ’

It is freely confessed that the proceedings which her Majesty’s government
have taken in relation to the Canadian outrages seem to us altogether just and
fair. It is to be hoped that the instructions of the home government will so
strengthen the hands of the provincial authorities in Canada as to secure to us
a surrender of the St. Albans and Philo Parsons felons, in compliance with our
requisition, and also a restoration of the treasure which they purloined from the
citizens of the United States and placed in the hands of the Canadian police.

It is with sincere satisfaction that we observe that the provincial authorities
have begun to act with energy in the spirit of the instructions before mentioned.

I am charged by the President to express to you his special satisfaction with
the discreet manner in which thus far you have conducted the proceedings in
question. Congress will be favorably impressed by the proceedings -of her
Majesty’s government and those of the provincial authorities. If now the issu-
- ing of piratical vessels from Liverpool could bé arrested, we might hope for a
speedy restoration of good feeling between the people of the two nations.

I am, sir, your obedient servant. -
. . WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
. CuarLEs FraNcis Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., §c. -

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 864.] ) . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
: " London, January 26, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a copy of Lord Russell’s note to me of
the 21st instant, in reply to one which I addressed to him just one month be-
fore, under the directions contained in your despatch, No. 1165, of thé 30th of
November. A copy of my note was sent with my No. 836.

It will be perceived that his lordship avoids the true point at issue in a man-
ner not altogether unusual with him when he is not prepared to enter into the
merits of a question. The facts alleged to have taken place at Bermuda on
the evidence of the master of the Roanoke are not disputed.

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
: CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. -

Hon. WiLLiAm H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D: C.

FOREIGN OFFICE, January 21, 1865,

SIr: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 21st ultimo, protesting against the
roceedings of her Majesty’s colonial authorities at Bermuda in the case of the steamer
%oanoke, and enclosing copies of various documents relating thereto. .

These papers refer to two different complaints. The one complaint is, that persons were
enlisted at Bermuda with a view to make war on a state in amity with her Majesty. - The
other complaint is, that certain passengers proceeding from Havana in the United States
vessel Roanoke, when five hours from Havana on their voyage, rose on the captain, made
themselves masters of the vessel, destroyed her, and were afterwards permitted to land on
the island of Bermuda. The answer to the first. complaint is, that sufficient evidence to
conviet the persons accused was not produced, and that, consequently, they could not be
convicted, The answer to the second complaint is, that the persons arrested for a supposed
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piratical act produced a commission, authorizing that act as an operation of war from the
-government of the so-called Confederate States, which are acknowledged by her Majesty’s
government to possess belligerent right. ’ .

- I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble .

servant, . . ]
: . --RUSSELL.
CHARLES FRANcCIS ADAMS, Esq., &ec., &c., &ec.
Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward. . L
[Extract.] . ! .
No. 865.] " LEGATION oF TiE UNITED STATES,
. : London, January 26, 1865.
SIR: # * * » L] * M *

If there ever was a moment when a project of the kind refegred to would
have been entertained by the government here, that time has long passed by.
The American policy of the ministry went.through the trial of last session of
Parliament with such universal assent, when every other part of its foreign
system was mercilessly attacked, that there is no disposition to open the matter
again. Especially is this the case on account of the near approach of the dis-
solution. It is now understood that the coming session will not extend beyond

. the middle of July, immediately after which a general election will take place.
It is whispered about in private circles that Lord Palmerston intends at that
time to retire from his post. I donot trace the rumor to any authorized source,
neither do I give it much credit. At the same time it cannot be doubted that
his advanced age and growing infirmities may bring on such an event at any
moment,. ' . e

It is, on the other hand, a matter of soine importance to us to keep in mind
the fact that the probable issue of our difficulties is preparing for the higher
classes connected with the opposition or conservative party a most profound
disappointment. Even now they are by no means. prepared to anticipate any-
thing of the kind. In proportion as the. prospect of it opens on them, will be
the desire to do something in one way or another to avert the result.. The new
project alluded to in your despatch will for this reason be received by them
with no small favor. It at once removes from their path the great obstacle
which the support of a slave system presents to their advocacy of the cause
before the moral and religious people of the country, and it revives their wan-
ing confidence in the physical ability of the rebels to sustain their struggle a
while longer. Some attention will therefore be necessary to continue to avoid,
so far as is possible, to furnish even plausible grounds for agitation against us.
‘Whilst the course of the ministry may be depended on with tolerable confidence, -
it is not unlikely that advantage will be taken of any opportunity that may be
afforded to harass them on particular points. It cannot be doubted that the
aristocracy feel this struggle to be one that may affect very deeply the per-
manence of their own privileges. In‘this connexion I would incidentally call
your attention to an article in the Quarterly Review of this ‘month, the text of
which is, #The United States as an example.” The coming elections will un-.
qﬁlestionably be more or less influenced by the precise state of our relations at
the moment they take place. I would, therefore, beg permission to suggest the
expediency of close observation of the course of opinion here for a few months
to come, prior to the adoption of any measure on our side of the water which

. may by possibility be regarded as likely to affect it unfavorably. That there

is yet a strong desire in certain quarters to do ‘something cannot be doubted.

Although held in complete check thus far, by the fear of possible consequences,

that check will continue to operate only so long as the state of things appears
unpropitious to indulgence in it. Any coincidence of reverses in the field, with
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. .

the chance of speeial causes of national offence, would farnish the coveted op-
portunity. So far as I am able to look forward into the future, I should say
that this view embraced pretty much all the hazards we have left to encounter
in this kingdom. . I do not permit myself to doubt that the same wisdom which
has thus far guided the policy of the President with success will be exercised
in guarding us safely through to the end.

It is proper to note in this connexion that the story, originating doubtless in
interested sources in Canada, of a prpbable recognition by this government by
way of acceptance of the rebel proposition of emancipation, soon found its way
into the newspapers here, and was deemed of sufficient importance to call for
an immediate semi-official contradiction. :

The speeches of members of Parliament to their constituents continue to be
reported, even to the last moment. I notice the prevaleuce of a more confident
tone among those who have been known as friendly to the United States. I
would particularly specify those of Mr. Baxter at Blairgowrie, Mr. Leatham at
Huddersfield, and Mr. Milner Gibson at Ashton-under-Lyne. On the other
hand, the sympathizers with rebellion are more reticent than ever.

With regard to the great effort of Mr. Bright in  answer to the conservative
demonatration at Torquay, it has so powerful a bearing upon the domestic can-
vass of the ensuing season, that in discussing it I should be entering on a field
quite too wide for the dimensions of the present despatch.

' I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

v

) Hon.: WiLLiam H. SEWARD, _
: Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[From the Manchester Examiner and Times of January 25, 1865, enclosed with theforegoing
. despatch No. 865. ]

Extract from the annual address of the Rt. Hon. T. Milner Gibson, president of the Board of
Trade, delivered ot Ashton-under-Lyne, on Tuesday, January 24.

“It may he thought right that I should say a few words upon a question which has ex-
cited the deepest interest throughout the whole of England, and most especially in this
locality—I mean the question o% the American war. ' I was one of those, from the com-
mencement, that never ventured to make any prophecy as to what would be the result of this

eat conflict. I was always astonished at the confidence with which many asserted that the

nion was irrevocably gone, and that America was rent in twain; and I was surprised at
the ease with which they prejudged the question, or to the power of the United States to re-
gist this great rebellion.” The southern confederacy undertook by force of arms to cut
asunder the American republic, to coerce the government of the United States into an agree-
ment that there should be established a new republic, upon new principles—namely, one of
which slavery was to be the fundamental basis—(loud cheers)—or, as has been repeatedly
stated, a new edifice, of which slavery should be the chief stone of the corner ; and I could
not, as I have stated before, feel much sympathy for such a cause. - I feel, naturally, strong

" sympathy with nations struggling for independence—irying by sometimes even violent
means to overthrow despotism.and tyranny; but the case here is entirely different—[hear]—
because it was the case of a number of partners in a ¢ommon firm, who separated from the
rest in a violent manner, for the purposé of establishing principles which I am one of those

. who think will never permanently reign in this world. FCheers.] The struggle between -
the south and the north has really been a struggle between slavery and free§om——~[hear,
hear; ‘no, no;’ cheers and counter cheers]—and %cannot see, myself, that this confederacy
has at present shown any signs of being able to establish upon permanent foundations the
empire which it has shadowed forth to the world. What is the present situation? The
border States, which formed at first a part of the territory claimed by the confederacy, are all
gone; all the debatable territory in which it was a question whether there was an inclination
to the south or to the north, is now, I bélieve, under thé control of the government of the
United States; and, in point of fact, now this great conflict seems to be sustained mainly by
three States only on the eastern shore, viz: North and South Carolina and a part of Virginia.
L Cheers.] I have gaid before that at the commencement of this war a person who had leng
resided in the United States said to me: ‘Don’t venture upon predictions; don’t be & prophet
in this matter: neither you nor I can tell what will be the result of this great conflict.” And,
therefore, though I am merely reciting what I believe to be facts, and which I have gleaned
from the information that has reached us, still I will not venture even now to make any pre-
dictions; and I am here to say that her Majesty’s government are as disposed now as they

N
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.
-

ever have been to preserve a strict and impartial neutrality between the contending parties..
[Great cheering.] There are those in this country who would stir up ill feeling between
England and the United States; there are those in the United States also who would stirup,
no doubt, ill feeling there towards England; there are these disturbing elements in all coun-
tries; but I am sure that the government of England have no other desire than to act towards
the government of the Unit-eg States in—to use the words of Washington—*a spirit of ex-
alted justice.” [Cheers.] Their desire is to cultivate with the United States friendly feel-
ings and relations of amity ; and I hope and trust, and I believe, that the government of the.
United States is actuated by the same just and righteous feelings, towards ourselves.
[Cheers.] That there may be questions to discuss between two countries situated as we
have been is very possible, but I will believe that these questions will be approached in a
calm and dignified spirit, and be settled not by passion, but by reason. [Cheers.] It is not
to be wondered at that much irritation has existed in the United States at the depredations
that have been committed by armed ships that have sailed from and been fitted out in the
ports of England. It is natural, and, seeing the vast damage these cruisers that sailed from
a neighboring }ﬁort have done to American commerce, one must not wonder that the press of
America, and that many persons in that country, have expressed themselves in strong and
passionate language upon this subject, especially during the course of a civil war, - D

*“On our side it must be remembered that the government has used all the means in its
power to provent these evasions of the law, and that there have been men in this country
sufficiently unpatriotic under these circumstances to endeavor to escape from the law, and
by artful management endeavor to accomplish what it was the intention of the foreign
enlistment act to prevent; forit s not to be expected that patriotic Englishmen are to be
willing to break the spirit of law, and are to feel satisfied if they have continued to kee
within its letter, and within its technicalities. [Applause.] If you built a ship in Liverpool,
and sent the arms from another port, and the crew from & third, and all the three parts of this
ship-of-war met in some place out of the United Kingdom, seeing that the whole of the trans-
action took place by pre-arrangement in the United Kingdom, and that there was an unlaw-
ful intention guiding and Iperva.ding every part of that transaction—I say, the offence against
the spirit of international law, and our own law, was as complete in that case as if the ship
had sailed forth complete in all its parts from the port of Liverpool. [Cheers.] I am very
sorry that these unfortunate questions should have arisen.. If, when England bad been at
war with some foreign nation, and was succeeding in_carrying on an’effective blockade of
the enemy’s ports, there salliéd forth from some neutral country cruisers to burn and destroy .
British merchant vessels on the high seas, I know what the feelings of the people of this °
country would have been. [Hear.% I know the passionate remonstrances that the govern-
ment of the day would have received ; and therefore I call upon evéry fair and just-minded
man to make a fair allowance for the irritation which the conduct of these cruisers has caused
among many persons in America. [Cheers.]- I trust that we may see, when this war
concludes, relations ot permanent friendship established between the United States and
England. 'We are natural allies ; our principles are nearer to each other than the principles
of any other two countries; we both ought to be in the van in the cause of liberty; and, I
say, it you look to the material interests of England and the material interests of the United

_States, it is impossible to conceive any greater disaster in the world’s history than that the
relations between these two countries should be interrupted, and that intercourse so beneficial
to all should be suspended by any hostile or unfriendly feeling. [Cheers.] Let us hope
that we are nearer & just and righteous settlement of this great war; that the emancipation
of the slaves will be one of its consequences; and that our relations and our commerce with
that country may be, the one as friendly and the other as great as it has ever been.
[Cheers.] These are my cordial wishes, and I am quite certamn that I am also expressing
the hearty wishes of every intelligent person in this great assembly. . .

The right honorable gentleman concluded by again intimating his readiness-to answer any
question that might be addressed to him respecting any topic on which it might be con-
sidered he ought to speak ; and he sat down amid loud and continued applause. .

‘A gentleman addressed the following inquiry to Mr. Gibson: ‘ Assuming that the States
now known as the southern confederacy abolish legal property in-slaves, will you endeavor
to promote the adoption of that great and brave people into the family of nations 2’ [Cheers,
disapprobation, and cries of ‘not a bit of it,” &c. ] ’ .
" ““‘Mr. GIBsON. I remember the late Sir Robert Peel—a great and eminent statesman, as
you all know—giving this opinion to & young friend: ‘Never,’ he said, ‘ answer a hypothet-
ical question. %Cheers and laughter.] - Never answer a question founded upon a suppo-
sition.” Well, I must, with great respect, decline to say what I would do if something else
happened. [Laughter.] When the case arises, then is the time to deal with it, and decide
what to do. [Cheers and prolonged laughter. ] : .

¢ In reply to another question, Mr. Gibson assured the meeting it was untruo that he had
ever voteg on the question of the ballot, except in favor of its adoption. - .

¢ On the motion of Mr. Alfred Reyner, (whose amusing speech was, as usual, the cause of
great hilarity,) seconded by Mr. Alderman Darnton, & vote of thanks to Mr. Gibson, and ex-
pressive of the confidence of his friends, was unanimously carried. The right honorable
gentleman having returned thanks, proposed a similar compliment to the chairman, which
was also passed, and the proceedings terminated.” o B
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[From the same.]

Extracts from the speech of Mr. Barnes, M. P., made to his constituents at Bolton, Tuesday,
: January 24. . )

" ¢“He would now come to the subject in which, perhaps, they felt a little interest ; and that
was the question of reform. [Applause.] There was great diversity of opinion as to the ex-
pediency of extending the franchise, and some people pointed to America as an unanswerable
objection to such a course. Well, he had looked at America, and he saw nothing that said
to him, ‘Don’t refoym,’ or ‘Do not lower the franchise in England.’ But he did see some
things there which said, ‘If you have any grievance set it right; beware of unremedie
%Irievances; beware of refusing justice; beware of smoulderinidiscontent’.’ [Hear, hear.]

orth and south had gone on making compromises with each other until the causes of discon-
tent had burst out in a war whose desolating effects we now behold. He thought, therefore,
the moral of this war Was, that where grievances existed we should apply the remedy with-
out delay. . [Applause ] : ’

*

x ! * * * * *

¢ Now, he maintained that our commerce required a much larger proportion of represen-
tation, and for this reason : the present state of international maritime law, so the attorney
genera,l said, justified the destruction of property on the high seas belonging to the northern
tates of America by confederate cruisers. These had nearly driven the commercial navy of
the United States from the seas. It might be said, ‘What has this to do withus 7’ It was
quite true that at the present day it benefited our ship-owners ; but we must not expect to be
at peace for ever, and when once we were at war, we should find to what. advantage an -
enemy would turn the existing state of international maritime law against us. Our imports
and exports last year amounted to £500,000,000, and without reckoning the value of the ships,
all this property would be exposed to the enemy’s vessels. This vast amount of property be-
longed to our mercantile classes, and yet they had no power to regulate the foreign policy of
the ¢ountry.  Those who actually determined that policy had only increased taxes to pay it -
war broke out, but the mercantile classes were exposed to the risk of losing their property in
addition. Was not this a reason why the latter should have a reform bill and a larger share
in the representation of the country? [Applause.] The honorable gentleman resumed his
seat amidst loud applause.”

: v [Ft;om, the same, ]
Extract from the annual address of Mr. E. A. Leatham, M. C., delivered to the electors and
. others, at Huddersfield, Tuesday, January 24..

“Mr. LEATHAM concluded with some observations on the American war, upon which
subject his sentiments had not changed. He regarded the victories of Sherman as & ratifica-
tion of the wise policy of re-electing President Lincoln.”

3

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.’

No. 1250.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, :
: o Washington, January 27, 1865.

Sir: Referring to my despatch of the 3d ultimo, No. 1171, in regard to the
piratical vessel Sea King or Shenandoah, and to subsequent correspondence on
the subject, I now transmit a copy of a despatch of the 29th of November last,
from James Monroe, ‘esq., the consul of the United States at Rio de Janeiro,
containing a statement in relation.to the destruction of our United States mer-
chant' vessels, with their cargoes, namely, the bark Alma, the schooner Charter
Oak, of Boston, the bark D. Godfrey, from the same port, and the brig Susan,
of New York, and to the bonding of the ship Kate Prince. It appears from
the information presented with-Mr. Monroe’s despatch that, with the exception
of the name of the commander, the representation contained in my No. 1171
is corroborated. ‘

Under these circumstances I have to request you to inform her Majesty’s
government that the United States will-claim redress for the injuries and losses
inflicted on their citizens by the depredations of the Sea King or Shenandoah.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, :
v <. WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHarLEs FrANCIS ADAMs, Esq., §c., §c., §o. . :
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Myr. Monroe to Mr., ‘Sewa.rd.v ’

No. 29.] - CONSULATE OF-THE UNITED STATES, .
. : : . Rio Janeiro, November 29, 1864.

Sir: I am pained to be compelled to report to the department that a new piratical steamer
called the Shenandoah, commanded by .})a.mes W. Waddell, is engaged in destroyi!‘ng our
merchant vessels near the equator, on the highway of communication between the United
States and the ports of South America. The facts fpresented below were obtained in part
from protests recorded at this office by the masters of the Alma and the D. Godfrey, and in
part f};om statements published in the Brazilian newspapers, and believell to be reliable.

The bark Alma, Staples, master, of 573 tons burden, sailed from' Newport, England, on
the 6th October with a cargo of railfoad iron, bound for Buenos Ayres. Having reached
latityde 16° 40’ north, and longitude 26° 45’ west, she was captured and sunk on the 29th of
Oct-tﬁaer by the Shenandoah. o . .

The schooner Charter Oak, from Boston, bound for San Francisco, was captured and
destroyed by the same pirate od the 5th of November, in latitude 7° north, longitude 27° 03’

west. . :

On the 7th of November the bark D. Godfrey, Hallett, master, from Boston, of 300 tons .
burden, bound for Valparaiso with general cargo, was captured and burnt by the Shenandoah
in latitude 6° 25’ north, and longitude 27° 15’ west, : .

On the 10th of November, in latitude 4° 30’ north, and longitude 26° 40’ west, the brig
Susan, of New York, bound from Cardiff to Rio Grande, was also destroyed by the same
steamer. . ) ) . ‘ .

On the 12th of November the Shenandoah captured the ship Kate Prince, of 995 tons
burden, Libbey, master, The Kate Prince belongs in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and
was on her passage from Cardiff to Bahia with a cargo of coal. She was captured in latitude
20 30/ north, longitude 28° 30’ west, and having been compelled to give bonds in the sum of
$40,000, was allowed to continue her voyage. ' } -

These five vessels were all American. ’ghe officers and crews were at first transferred to
the Shenandoah ; afterwards, as opportunity offered, a part were sent to Bahia on the Kate
Prince; a part to this port on the B X
far as hearg from, had been retained ou the Shenandoah; of these last, some by threats and
promises had been induced to engage in the piratical service. ‘ . .

In another instance, a vessel not under our flag narrowly escaped destruction. The Argen-
tine bark Adelaide, Williams, master, bound from Baltimore to this city, was boarded by "
officers of the Shenandoah on the 12th of November, in latitude. 1° 46 north, and longitude
29° west. - The Adelaide was consigned to Phipps; Brothers & Co., of this city. It was at
“first decided to burn hér, and straw and tar had been brought for this object; this purpose,
however, was finally abandoned, and the pirates, after having opened letters, destroyed far-
niture, and committed other outrages, retired on board the Shenandoah, carrying a part of
the provisions of the bark with them.. Captain Williams states that the commander of the
Shenandoah declared he would hereafter burn all cargoes belonging to American owners, by
whatever flag they might be covered. . o . )

The following statement in regard to the Shenandoah is made by shipmasters whoe have
been prisoners on board of her: )

‘‘The Shenandoah is a steamship of 1,100 tons burden and 250 horse-power. She carries
a battery of four sixty-eight-poupders and two twelve-pounders, all smooth bore, and two
thirty-two-pounders, rifled. She was formerty called the Sea King, and belonged to the
steam company trading between London and Bombay and Calcutta. She was built by
Stevens and Sons, of Glasgow, in 1863, and makes eleven miles an hour. She has forty-three
men, (nearly all English,) besides the officers, She ¢leared from London for Bombay in
September of this year.” . \ -

- On the 27th instant the Anna Jans brought into this port the following officers and seamen
of the Alma and D. Godfrey, who, being in a very destitute condition, applied to this consu-
1late for assistance: - _ . . ‘ :

From the Alma, Everett Staples, master; J. F. Peterson, first officer; M. H. Staples,
second officer; G. A. Stinson, seaman, - . ] )

From the D. Godfrey, Samuel W. Hallett, master; R. L. Taylor, first officer; Charles F.
Brown, second officer; Joseph James, seaman. o

I offered assistance’to the officers simply as seamen, in aceordance with section 211 of my
instructions. R . .

As this despatch will be detained until the sailing of the English packet on the 9th of De-
-cember, it will be supplemented by any further information which I may obtain in-regard
to the movements of the Shenandoah.  ° . o

. I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, .
JAMES MONROE, United States Consul.
N /

Hon. WiLLiAM H. SEWARD, &c., &c., &c.

P. 8.—December 8.—1I have no further information in regard to the movements of the
Shenandoah. g . -
J. M.

anish brig- Anna Jans from New York, and the rest, so -
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. Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1253.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ‘
A ' _ Washington, January 30, 1865.
~ Sir: The despatches which were brought by the Cuba were received yester-
day, and the return mail must be closed to-day. ‘ .

Immediately after the despatch of the mail of last week we received authentic
reports from the forces'in front of Wilmington, which announced that the rebels
had evacuated Fort Caswell, and Smithville, and auxiliary fortifications. Our
army. occupied them on the 16th instant, and the naval forces immediately en-
tered Cape Fear river. .The entire number of guns which fell into our hands,
in the combined land and naval movement in that vicinity, was one hundred
and sizty-eight. Two blockade-runners were captured, and the Tallahassee was
destroyed. The military column has been re-enforced, and it is now operating
for the capture of Wilmington. : ‘ ,

General Sherman’s march in South Carolina continues exciting profound
alarm in Charleston, Augusta, and Richmond. '

The enemy; on the night of the 25th instant, descended the James river from

- Richmond, with gunboats and iron-clads, expecting to pass the river obstructions
which had been made to protect the lines of the army of the Potomac. Although
the movement was unexpected, it was resisted by our forts, and it altogether
failed, with the loss'of one of the vessels. The line has been strengthened, and
no apprehension of danger in that quarter remains. ‘

" The Canadian judiciary have decided in the case of the pirate Buileigh that
he shall be delivered to the United States. Military reverses have produced a -
high excitement in the rebel councils, and throughout the region in which they
yet bear military sway. Seddon, the pretended secretary of war, has been re
placed by John C. Breckinridge. The self-styled Congress has required Jeffer-
gon Davis to confide the entire command of the rebel forces to Lee. H.S.
Foote, a prominent member of that body, was arrested by the rebel military
police in the attempt to pass the lines on his way to this city. A resolution to .

‘expel him was lost for want of what they call a constitutional majority, and he
was then censured by the house. While these proceedings were going on at
Richmond, Foote appeared at Major General Sheridan’s camp, and golicited
leave to come to Washington. The request is under consideration.

Francis P. Blair, esq., well known to the party in Richmond, was permitted
to pass the lines and visit that place. He brought back a letter which had been
addressed to him by Jefferson Davis, in which he said that he would waive
formalities, and send or receive commissioners to confer with the President con-
cerning peace between the two countries. So the leader of the rebellion ex-
pressed himself. Mr. Blair returned to Richmond with a letter which he had

_ received from the President, in which he said that he would informally receive

any persons who should come from Davis, or any other influential party in the
insurrection, to treat for a restoration of peace between the people of our one
cotpmon country. Last night Alexander H. Stephens, R. M. T Hunter,and J. ohn

A. Campbell arrived at our lines below Richmond, and desired leave to proceed

immediately to Washington as peace 'commissioners. Their request is -under
consideration. o ' ' :
‘ I am, sir, your obedient servant, : o
, WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
OHARLEs Francis Apawms, Esq., §¢., §c., §e. '

(Same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)



106 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.y

No. 1256.] - " DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
‘ Washington, January 30, 1865,
Stk : I have the honor.to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the
12th of January. o ‘ o o
I have read with much interest the letter of « Historicus,” in the Times, to
which you have directed my attention. -The publication - clears up a.mystery
which I had found insoluble, and which for that reason was giving me some un-
easiness. : : .

_ I give you herewith a copy of two pretended despatches -of John Slidell, at
Paris, to Judah P. Benjamin, in Richmond, which was written on the 28th -of
November and on the 13th of December, respectively. ‘In the first the emissary .
writes to the conspirator that in consequence of the absence of Lord Cowley,
M. Drouyn de Lbuys has had no opportunity to speak to him on the subject
of a certain communication of Benjamin, described as No. 42. Slidell adds,
however, that as Lord Cowley has now returned to Paris, and as both he and
M. Drouyn de Lhuys are invited guests of the Emperor at Compéigne during
this week, Slidell thinks that the subject will be broached then. At least, (so

he says,) “such is the opinion of my*friend at the Affaires Etrangers.” Slidell,
communicating the subject, says to Benjamin: Mr. Hotze will have informed
you that, after diligent inquiry, he cannot find that any instructions relating to
our cruisers or their prizes have recently issued from the admiralty. When the
minister of foreign affairs returns to Paris, I will, I doubt not, be able to ascer-
tain whether anything has been said or done by him in the matter. o

Renewing the subject in the paper of the 13th of December, Slidell informs
Benjamin that, for some reason or other, Lord Cowley did not avail himself of
his invitation to Compéigne, (before mentioned,) and only returned. from London
a few days since. But Slidell adds, that during Lord Cowley’s~absence, M. .
" Drouyn de Lhuys had not neglected to call the attention of the British govern-
ment, as he had before promised, to the subject of Benjamin’s despatch, described
as No. 43, as will appear by the following extract from a letter which Slidell
had received from his friend at the Foreign Office. The extract is in the follow-s
ing words: N : ' !

‘M. Drouyn de Lhuys has written to our ambassador in London about the proposal of

your government relative to neutral goods on board enemies’ vessels, and wishes to know =~

the opinion of the English cabinet on' that subject. He also, in conversation with the min-
isters of the marine and commerce, expressed the opinion that the ﬂroposal would be very
acceptable. He is waiting for an answer, which I will not fail to,as him to commupnicate

to me.” .

Slidell closes up the subject with the remark; that he expects soon to learn the
secret of this overture to the British government. .

The mystery which I have mentioned arose out of our ignorance of the con-
tents of Benjamin’s so-called despatch No. 43, which was the basis of an in- -
trigue carried on by an emissary at Paris, through the agency of a spy in the
French Foreign Office, with the expected, but withheld, co-operation. of the
British ambassador at the imperial court. I now learn the character of that
proposition from the publication of * Historicus,” in the Times. Benjamin pro-
poses to France and England modifications of their practice in regard to cap-
tures by rebel cruisers, ag follows : o

First, in the case of a vessel under encmy’s flag, with. cargo whdlly orin part
belonging to neutrals, Mr. Benjamin says that, under ordinary circumstances,
this case would present no embarrassment. The captured vessel would be taken
into a port of the captors, or of a neutral country, the portion of the cargo be-
longing to the neutral would be delivered to the owners, and the vessel, with

such portion of the carga as belongs to the enemy, would be condemned as prize.
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‘Benjamin then proceeds thus : « The action of veutral governments has placed
serious obstacles in the way of doing justice to their own people. They have
closed their ports tosthe admission of captured vessels, and have thus rendered
it impossible to make delivery in their own ports of the property of their own
subjects, found on board of vessels of our enemies, while it would be exposing
thosé vessels to almost certain recapture to attempt to bring them into our ports,
for the captured vessels are almost invariably sailing vessels, and the enemy’s
cruisers off our ports are steamers. Mr. Benjamin, after thus presenting the
case, concludes upon it as follows : If, for instance, Great Britain will not per-
mit a captured enemy’s vessel to be carried into one of her ports for the purpose
of their delivery to a British subject of his goods found on board, she® would
certainly have no just ground of complaint that the goods were not restored to
their owner. If, therefore, on the renewed representations we are about to
make, we find neutral nations persist'in refusing to receive the property of their
subjects in their own ports, when captured by us on enemy’s vessels, it will be-
come necessary to instruct our cruisers to destroy such property whenever they
are unable to bring the prize into our ports. Benjamin, by way of stimulating
her Majesty’s government to prompt compliance with these insurgent demands,
complacently assumes that the commanders of our natipnal cruisers should be
instructed to continue their former practice of allowing the enemy to ransom his
vessel in cases where the neutral property on board is of large value, or bears
any considerable proportion to that of the enemy. But if a ransom bond is re-
fused, or if the proportion of neutral property is small compared with the value
of the vessel and the hostile cargo, the whole should be destroyed whenever the
prize cannot be brought into a port of our own or a neutral country. _

Having thus, in this manner, disposed of the first assumed case, he proceeds
to state a second one, namely: a vessel really neutral, with cargo wholly or in
part belonging to the enemy. Benjamin then states the rebel practice upon the
case thus assumed, as follows : « The cruisers of the confederacy will therefore
allow vessels of neutrals to pass free, unless laden with goods contraband of war;
the contraband goods, if not the property of the owner of the vessel, are to be
taken out if practicable, and transshipped or destroyed, and she is to be allowed
to continue her voyage. But if the owner of the vessel has put on board con-
‘traband goods belonging to himself, destined for the enemy’s country, he thereby
forfeits the neutral character, and the ship.is to be considered an enemy’s vessel,
and to be dealt with as such. No conflict with neutral powers on this subject
is apprehended, as they have with entire unanimity issueé) proclamations forbid-

.ding their vessels, during the present war, from engaging in contraband trade,
under penalty of forfeiture of national protection.

Benjamin then draws under review a third case, namely: a vessel ostensibly
neutral, but really hostile, fraudulently placed under a neutral flag, and furnished
with fraudulent papers, to protect her from capture. '

In regard to this case, Benjamin avows this to be, the practice of the rebels :
«The captain (of the cruiser) should in any case make rigid examination of the
gapers and documents of every vessel sailing under a neutral flag, known to have

elonged to the enemy at the commencement of the war. He should take into
consideration the nature of the trade in which the vessel is engaged, the na-
tional character of the master, the papers found on board, the place at which
the alleged sale to the neutral took effect, by delivery of the vessel, and every
other circumstance tending to establish the true nature of the transfer, and to
gatisfy his mind whether the vessel be really neutral, or merely disguised as
such. ' If the captured vessel has double sets of papers, or if papers have been
destroyed or subducted by her master during the chase, or if she has continued
in the same course of trade and under the same master since the alleged sale to
the neutral, it may be safely concluded that the property is still hostile, and
covered by fraudulent use of neutral flag. In these and all other cases where

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENGE.
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there is great and decided preponderance of evidence to show that the vessel i§
really enemy’s property, the cruiser must act on his conviction, and treat
her as such, leaving tohis government the responsibility of satisfying any neu-
tral claim for her value. But when the commander has serious doubts as to the
true character of the transfer, it will be proper rather to dismiss the vessel, if
she cannot be brought into port, than to exercise a harsh and doubtful right.”

~ These are the new positions assamed by the rebels of the United States, re-
cognized as a belligerent by the principal maritime powers of Europe, in deros
gation of the sovereignty of the United States. The positions dispense in every
case with the necessity of ports and courts, and substitute the deck of the cap-
tor for the one, and the will of the captain for the other. The United States
have no direct interest in the question whether the other maritime powers shall
acquiesce in the rebel claim thus made, because they are now at open war with
the claimants. - But they are indirectly interested, because it is presumed that -
the maritime powers will not expectthe United States as a belligerent to concede
to these persons any rights, privileges or advantages, which these powers may
consent to waive in favor of the other so-called belligerent. -You will, therefore,
apply to Earl Russell for information. . ‘ \

Not having been made acquainted by the two maritime powers with the
grave questions which have been submitted to them by the conspiracy at Rich-
mond, it would not become us to intervene in-the discussion of them. Other-
wise, it might not be altogether improper for us to suggest, as a simple and effec-
tive mode of meeting these questions, that, Great Britain hould concede no bel-
ligerent privilege to any cruiser that is exclusively ‘manned, equipped, and de-
spatched from British ports, in violation of British laws and of the law of nations.
The insurgents do not even pretend to have any cruisers, except those whick
were so manned, equipped, and despatched. I think that we may not unreason-
ably hope for such a decision on ‘the part of the British government a8 well as
the French government. Certainly it would be a very peculiar result.of the
British policy in regard to this war, if, while lawful British commerce is respected
by the United States, it should be embarrassed or destroyed by vessels igsuing -
from her own ports in aid of the-insurgents. But this is a matter which. may
wisely be left to the exclusive consideration of the British government.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, N :
- . WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLES FrANcIS Apawns, Esq., §e. &e., &e. o ‘
(Same-to Mr. Bigelow, (No. 28,) mutatis mutandis.)

: . Mr. Slidell to Mr. Benjamin. }

No. 75.1 ' ‘ PAR1s, November 28, 1864.

SIR: As I am still without the despatch referred to in Jrour No. 42 ' I fear that it has mis-
carried, and beg leave to suggest the transmission of a duplicate. I have to thank you for
the copies of the State Map o Virginia; one of them I have presented to our excellent friend
the Duke de Persigny. I have been prevented from placing a second in the hands of the
Emperor by the serious illness of Mr. %L[a.rquand, who, I trust, will soen be able to resume °
his functions. » . L :

In conformity with the intention of which I had the honor to advise you in my last de-
spatch of 15th instant, the joint notes to the different European powers have all been for-
warded through the several legations at this court, with the exception of that to Russia; as
I had reason to suppose that some objection might be made in that case, I have sent the
documents by mail to St. Petersburg, directed to the minister of foreign affairs,

The note for Rome was sent by Mr. James T. Soutter, of Virginia, to Bishop Lynch, with
a request that, should the latter be absent, he, Mr. 8., should hand it in person to Cardinal
Antonelli. The accompanying copy of a letter from Mr. 8. will inform. you of the very -
gratifying manner in which it was received by his eminence. i

The President’s message has' just reached us; its frank and manly tone commands wni--
versal admiration; copious exiracts from it have been published in nearly all the Parig
journals, and dre producing a very marked and salutary effect on public opinion. It appears
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'

at a very favorable moment, as the Italian question has ceased to occupy the press, which it
had almost monopolized for the past two or three months; for this reason, and the absence
of any apparent cause to apprehend European difficulties, our affairs have to a certain extent
taken its place, and I believe that an impulse in that direction has been given to the semi-
official journals from high quarters. ) .
In consequence of the absence of Lord Cowley, Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys has had no oppor-
" tunity to speak to him on the subject of your No. 42, but so he has returned, and they are
both guests of the Emperor at Compeigne during this weekk. I think that the subject will
be broached there; at least such is the opinion'of my friend at the Affaires Ftrangeres.
. Mr. Hotze will have informed you that, after diligent inquiry, he cannot find that any in-
structions relating to our cruisers or their prizes have recently issued from the admiralty.
‘Wlhen the minister, of foreign affairs returns to Paris I will, I doubt not, be able to ascer-
tain whether a,nything has geen gaid or ‘done by him in the matter.

Since my No. 71, of 13th September, but £9,500 of the 7 per cent. cotton loan has been con-
verted. The last certificate issued bears date 19th October, and as a considerable amount of
these certificates is said to be in the market, it is to be presumed that no further conversions will
be made for same time to come. This check of the pracess of absorption of .the bonds which
was going on so healthily, can only be attributed to the cessation of the facilities heretofore
afforded for the delivery of cotton to the holders of certificates. I take it for granted that
this cessation has been caused by stringent military exigencies, and lrope that it may not be
of long duration. In the mean while it has seriously afiected the price of the bonds, which,

- in view of our late military spccesses, would otherwise have shown a considerable advance.
The agent of ‘the Albion Trading Company especially complains that the ships of the com-
any despatched under the contract made with Mr. McRae and me have been compelled to
oad one-half of their cargoes on government account; as this contract, when made, was
" considered hi%hly advantageous to our interests, it would seriously affect the credit of the
confederacy if any change in our policy in regard to the shipment of cotton should interfere -
with its execution. .
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
' ) : JOHN SLIDELL.
Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of State. .

P. S.—1I have this moment an answer from Earl Russell to the joint note, and annex a copy.
The answer came through Mr. Grey, secretary of the British embassy, (and acting chargé
d'affaires in the absence of Lord Cowley,) who had received Mr. Eustis very courteously
when he handed him the joint note to be forwarded on the 20th.

1

Lord Russell to Messrs. Slidell, &ec., &c.

FOREIGN OFFICE, November 25, 1864.

GENTLEMEN: I have had the honor to receive the copy which you have sent me of the
manifesto issued by the Congress of the so-called Confederate States of America.

Her Majesty’s government deeply lament the protracted nature of the -struggle between
" the northern and southern States of the former]g united republic of North America.

" Great Britain has, since 1783, remained, with the_exception of a short period, connected
by friendly relations with both the northern and southern States. Since the commencement
of the civil war, which broke out in 1861, her Majesty’s ‘government have continued to en-
tertain senfiments of friendship equslly for the north and for the south. Of the causes of
the rupture her Majesty’s government have never presumed to judge. They deplore the com-
mencement of this sanguinary struggle, and anxiously look forward to the period of its ter-
mination, In the mean time they are convinced that they best consult the interests of peace,
and respect the rights of" all parties, by observing a strict and impartial neutrality.

,Such a neutrality her Majesty has faithfully maintsined, and will continue to maintain. .
I request you, gentlemen, to accept the assuranees of the very high consideration with
which I have tite honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

, : E RUSSELL.

JonN SLvELL, Esq., ' . .
*J. M. Mason, Esq., and
N. DUDLEY MANN, Esq.

Mr. Slidell to Mr. Benjumin. ,

No. 76.] ’ : _ PAR1S, December 13th, 1864.
Sir: Sinee I last had the honor of addressing you, your missing despatch, No. 42, of 20th
September, has come safely to hand. You will have seen by my recent despatches that my
views of the course of the government are almost identical with your own, and that I have
been so fortunate as to have adopted in advance the line.of conduct which you have pointed
out to me. There is one point, however, in regard to which it is proper that I should remove

\
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false impressions, viz : that of this government ‘“having refused permission to finish.the ves+
sels for delivery to us, after the restoration of peace, and actually forced the builders to sell
them to third parties.” I do not think that there would have been any difficulty about fin-
ishing the vessels for delivery to us after the restoration of peace; I am sure that the builders
were nevet forced to sell them to third parties; and that no pressure for that objéct was ever
exercised towards them by the government. The builder of the Bordeaux ships did, as Iam
informed, make assertions to that effect, butIam fully-convinced that they were pure fictions, °

otten up to subserve his own views, hebeing deeply interested in finding purchasers to whom
the ships could be delivered and their entire price %a,id; while, under his contract with Cap-.
tain Bullock, full payment was only to be made when the actual delivery of the ships should
have been made to him, and such delivery would'not have been permiited. I am happy to
say that the conduct of Mr. Vorhees, the builder of the corvettes at Nantes, is in strong qpn-
trast with that of Mr. Armand. . .

In my last despatch I referred to the complaints of Mr. T. S. Bighee, agent of the Albion
Trading Company, of the refusal to'deliver cotton in exchange for certificates, in compliance
with the stipulations of the contract made with Mr. McRae and myself. I have since ree
ceived from Messrs. Schroeder & Co., agents in London of the seven per cent. cotton loan,
a letter on that subject of which I send you'a cogy. ' I suggest the propriety of transmitting
it either to the secretary of the treasury, or to the secretary of war, as I am in doubt to
which of these departments the subject more appropriately belongs.

Lord Cowley, for some reason or other, did not avail himself of his invitation to Com-
piegne, of which I spoke in my last despatch, and only returned from London a few days
since; but during his absence Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys did not neglect to call, as he had prom-
ised, the attention of the British government to the subject of your No. 43, as will appear
by the following extract from a letter from my friend at the. Foreign Office: - '

‘M. Drouyn de Lhuys, a ecrit & notre ambassadeur & Londres, au sujet de la proposition -

de votre gouvernement relative aux marchandises, neutres, 3 vere des batiments ennemis. et
pour connaitre I’ opinion du cabinet Anglais a cet égard. Il en a également entretenu les
ministres de la marine et des commerce, cn exprimant I'avis'que la preposition seraib ft
acceptable. Il attend une réponse dont je d’omettrai Ea,s de le prier dé rue faire part.”

I expect soon to hear the result of this overture to the British government. .

I have received the answer of the Holy See to the joint note of 11th November; I annex
copy of Cardinal Antonelli’s letter, with a translation. As I feel it less decided in its tone
than the letter of 3d December last of his Holiness to the President, I do not think it expe-
dient to'publish it, and have so said to Messrs. Mason and Mann. ~Should they, however,
eutertain a different opinion, I will cheerfully yield to it. I send you an interesting account
from Mr. Soutter of his presentatjon to the Pope. B

Our joint note was,not of a nature to call for a reply from the government to which it was
addressed, nor did I expect any—less, indeed, from (great Britain than from any other power.'
The letter of Earl Russell, on which I had not time to comment in my No. 75, has for me a
greater signiﬁcance on that account, as his lordship voluntarily went out of his way to say
the most disagreeable things possible to the northern government; his reference to the treaty
of '83 will, I think, be especially distasteful to them, placed in connexion with his twice-re-.
peated recognition of the separate existence of the north and south—as never merged in a
single nationality. I should be much surprised if this letter does not call forth a upiversal
how! against his lordship from the northern press. . K .

Ilearn from Mr. Carvalho de Moreira that the Brazilian diplomatic agents in Europe have
received no instructions to invoke the good offices of the neutral powers in the Gase of the’
Florida, but he informs me that he has seen the instructions given to the ministér at Wash,
ington. He is to demand an amplo apology ; the delivery of the Florida, in good order, with
her officers, crew, and armament, at Bahia; and the exemplary punishment of the comman-
der of the Wachusett. ) o . ) )

The return of the Florida being rendered impossible by the scurvy trick of sinking her in-
port as if by accident, I presume that the Brazilian government will demand that she be re-
placed by another Vessel of a similar character and armament. Mr, C. de Moreira says that
the Emperor of Brazil is incensed to the highest degree by the outrage, and,%heing & man of
great firmness, will not be satisfied with anything short of the most ample reparation.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
. . ) JOHN SLIDELL.

Hon. J. P. BENJAMIN, Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.
No. 1257.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, =~ ' .
Washington, February 1, 1865.

Sir: I have received a despatch of the 3d ultimo from Mr. Robinson, our con-
sul at Port Mahon, in which it is stated that on the 1st of that month, which
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was a Spanish “fiesta,” the ships in the harber, as usual, displayed their na-

tional flags and signals, but that the master of the Linda Florida, Captain Daniel

Hallowell, seized the occasion to insult the United States by hoisting upon his

- vessel, which was British registered and manned, in addition to the flags and

signals of England, the flags of the insurgents against the United States. I will
‘thank you to call the attention of her Majesty’s government to this insult.

’ I am, sir, your obedient servant, o

: ‘ WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

CHARLES FraNcIS Apams, Esq., §c., &¢., §c. ' o

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 867.] LegaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
: ' London, February 2, 1865.

Sir: Previous fo sending the replies to the various addresses'to the Presi-
dent, copies of which I now transmit, I did not omit the injunction you placed
upon me-in your No. 1215, to submit the essential portions to the consideration
of Lord Russell. To this end I had a conference with him on Saturday last.
He obserted, on my reading them, that the answers had always seemed to him
judicious and proper. . .

Some general conversation followed, but not of a character important enough
to report. In regard to Lord Lyons, his lordship said he was glad to learn
from him that he was better. He had been on a visit to the Duke of Rutland
at Belvoir castle, and had written to him from there that he Lioped to see him soon;
but his lordship made no allusion to the question of the probability of his return,

His lordship also made some reference to the measures in agitation at Washing-
ton for the repeal of the reciprocity treaty, to the passport system, and other
arrangements on the frontier. He spoke of them with some appearance of regret.
I ventured to say that I regretted them also. It was not yet positively certain
that the Senate would pass the resolution that-had come from the House, though
I presumed it highly probable. In my belief all these measures were the result
rather of a strong political feeling than of any commercial considerations. I
should not disguise the fact of the prevalence of great irritation in consequence

~ of the events that had taken place in Canada; neither should I conceal iy
regret, as it seemed to me to be one of the cardinal points of our policy, both in
a political and commercial sense, to maintain the most friendly relations with the
whole population along our northern border. His lordship intimated that if any
of our measures had the effect of repressing. the tendency to active sympathy
with the other party in the war among the colonists, to that extent it would do
no harm, ‘ L
: I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

: CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLriam H. SEWARD, '« .

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosﬁres.]

1. Mr. Adams to London Emancipation Society; January 28, 1865.
2. Mr. Adams to International Workingmen’s Association, Ji anuary 28, 1865.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Evans. ’ . ‘

. o LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
i . + London, January 28, 1865.
SIR: I am directed by the President to express, through you, to the executive committee
of the Emancipation Society of London, the assurance of his profound gratification on re-

ceiving an expression of their friendly sentiments towards him and his country. At the same

,
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time I am advised to explain that he does not feel himself at liberty to assume the result of
his re-election, to which they particularly refer, as a fact in advance of the constitutional pro-
cess by which it is customarily ascertained and declared to the country in the Congress of
the United States. . '
1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, .
: ‘ _ CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Wirriam Evans, Esq., s

President of the Emancipation Society, London. »

Mr. Adams to Mr, Cremer.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, January 28, 1865.

Sir: I am directed to inform you that the address of the central council of your associa-
tion, which was duly 1:1‘1:\.nsmittédy through this legation to the President of the- United States,
has been received by him. )

So far as the sentiments expressed by it are personal, they are accepted by him with a sin--
cere and anxious desire that he may be able to prove himself not unworthy of the confidence
which has recently been extended to him by his fellow-citizens, and by so many of the friends
of humanity amd progress throughout the world. .

" The government of the United States has a clear consciousness that its policy neither is
nor could be reactionary, but, at the same time, it adheres to the course which it adopted at
the beginning, of abstaining everywhere from propagandism and unlawful intervention. It
strives tb do egua,l and exact justice to all States and to all men, and it relies upon the bene-
ﬁcialldresults of that effort for support at home and for respect and good will throughout the
world. .

Nations do not exist for themselves alone, but to promote the welfare and happiness of
mankind by benevolent intercourse and example. Itis in this relation that the United States -
regard their cause in the present confliet with slavery-maintaining insurgents as the cause of
human nature; and they derive new encouragement to persevere from the testimony of the
workingmen of Europe that the national attitude is favored with their enlightened approval
and earnest sympathies. :

‘ I am, sir, your obedient gervant, -

Mr. W. R. CREMER, )
Honorary Secretary of the International Workingmen's Association.,

'CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

My. Adams to Mr. Seward. -

No. 868.] ’ * LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, -
’ London, February 2, 1865.

Sir: The effect of the news of the storming of Fort Fisher, and the closing
of the navigation to Wilmington, has been considerable: It is'helping to bring.
on something of: the state .of feeling which I hinted at as possible in ‘my de-
spatch, No. 865; of last week. ‘ . _

he measures in agitation at Washington, and especially against Canada, are
- now prominently brought forward in some presses, and still more in private
conversation, as indicating a determined spirit of enmity to this country. The
event of a reconciliation between the parties, which is regarded as not by any
means 8o impossible as it was formerly, is assumed to be likely to happen sim-
ultaneously with a.declaration of war against Great Britain, and an advance of
the joint armies of the parties into Canada. It is then whispered about that
the really wise way to avert so grive a danger would be to anticipate it by
sustaining the insurgents so far as to prevent their ruin, even though it should
be at the hazard of a war. . :

The prévalence of this sort of conversation among people of some influence,
especially on the conservative side, has been reported to me from-such a source
as leads me to attach importance to it. The feeling is just in that state, on the
meeting of Parliament, when the. occurrence of any untoward event might be
seized upon to give it vent. . . -
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On the other hand, the friends of the United States, both in and out of the
government, have been so much encouraged by the entire series of late events
in America, as to be far more unequivocal in advocating their cause than ever
. before. Nothing but some extraordinary error in policy on our part would avail
to prevent them from steadily and effectively resisting all attempts to involve
them in the struggle. The moral effect of our present situation is felt to be of
great consequence to their own success in the general canvass which is about to
follow the last session of this Parliament. On all sides the note of preparation
is sounding. It is unquestionable that the liberal party is rapidly gaining
courage and energy for the struggle. The speech of Lord Amberley, the son of
Lord Russell, in opening the canvass at Leeds, is the keynote of the doctrines
which the younger class of men of that side will infallibly be driven to adopt.
I cannot, therefore, but feel it my duty to lay some stress upon the propriety of
somewhat conforming the policy of our country towards Great Britain to
the immediate exigency. From the very nature of things, the triumph of
the liberal party is the success of all that portion of the people in England
which sympathizes with us.” On the other hand, the success of the conservatives
would be the victory of an antagonist principle. Not that I am to be under-
stood to imply that this would absolutely lead to war; so desperate a step as
that would scarcely come from a party essentially timid in initiating a positive
policy. It would only be hazarded in the contingency of a prevailing state of
popular passion, like that which plunged the nation into the folly of the Crimean
war. This is the only contingency in which I can view the chances of a rup-
ture here as likely. But in order to bring about such a result, causes must
operate not essentially dissimilar to those which were supplied by the wilful act
of the ruling authority in Russia at that time. As the like causes appear now
to be greatly within means of control by the President and the other branches of
* the federal government, I entertain the strongest confidence that they will not
be permitted to operate. ‘

Parliament assembles on Tuesday next. When the address is moved in each
house it will be possible, perhaps, to gather from the debate some more correct
notion of the state of feeling. Should there be anything of the kind, I shall
endeavor to place a report of the proceedings in your hands at the earliest
moment.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
, CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
- Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 869.] LEecATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, February 3, 1865.

Sir: I transmit a copy of the London Times, of the 31st ultimo, containing
a report of the charge of the chief justice, in the court of common pleas, in a
private action to recover insurance on a portion of the cargo of the steamer
Peterhoff, which was captured, and has since been condemned, as bound on
an illegal voyage. v

I likewise have the honor to send copies of the Times, of the 2d and 3(1 in-
stant, containing a report of the proceedings in the case of Mr. Rumble.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, §c., §c., §e.

8DcC
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[From the London Times of January 31, 1865.]

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS--WESTMINSTER, JANUARY 30.

(Sittings in Banco, Hilary Term, before Lord Chief Justice Erle and Justices Willes and
Keating.)

HOBBS vs. HEMMING.

This was an action on a policy of insurance effected on twenty-six Eackages placed on
board the ship Peterhoff, to be carried from London to Matamoras, which vessel was taken
as prize by a federal cruiser, and subsequently condemned in one of the prize courts of the
federal States for having goods on board countraband of war. The American prize court
found that the ship’s papers were false and simulated, and that the ship was not going to
Matamoras, but to some other port with goods contraband of war on board in aid of a belli-
gerent power with whom the federal States were at war, and that the ship was carrying goods
and papers whith rendered her liable to be seized by such cruisers, and that she was so
seized accordingly. The defendants by their seventh plea set out these facts as a defence to

" the action. To this plea there was a demurrer. The case was argued on the 16th of No-
vember last, when the court took time to consider its judgment, Mr. Temple, Queen’s coun-
sel, and Mr. Hannen appearing for the plaintiff in support of the demurrer, and Mr. Lush,
Queen’s counsel, and Sir George Honyman for the defence. This morning ‘

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE delivered the judgment of the court. After stating the pleadings
he said the court did not find that the plea set out sufficient averments to be a defence on tge
ground of the concealment by the plaintiff of material facts. As the court read the plea they
took it to be consistent therewith that the goods of the plaintiff were sent from a neutral to &
reutral port in a neutral ship. The allegation in the declaration, that the goods were sent from’
London to Matamoras, was admitted by the plea, and the defendants relied on its proximity to
the Confederate States. But the court could not draw any unfavorable inference therefrom
against the plaintiff, if the goods were in the course of transport from a neutral to a neutral
port.  The better opinion seemed to be that war did not give to a belligerent any right to
seize them on account of their quality. The allegation that the goods were shipped for the
purpose of being sent to an enemy’s port was an allegation of a neutral process. The court.
were not to assume therefrom either that the plaintiff had made any contract, or provided
any means for the further transmission of the goods into the enemy’s State, or that the ship-
ment to Matamoras was an unreal pretence. If the goods were in a course of transmission
not to Matamoras, but -to an enemy’s port, the voyage would not be covered by the policy,
and that defence was raised in direct terms by the third plea. Then the allegation dI;d not
deny the destination to the neutral port to which the insurance related, but introduced a pur-
pose existing in the mind of the assured, after the termination of the voyage insured, for the
ulterior disposition of the cargo and ship. It was consistent with that purpose, as was al-
leged, that the plaintiff ‘'made the consignment for mercantile profit as the end to be attained
by him ; in other words, that he knew of an effective demand for warlike stores at Mata-'
moras, and was induced to send a supply by the expectation of a high price, and that he ex-
pected that the purchase would probably be made on behalf of the Confederate States, and”
in that sense had the purpose that the goods should pass into those States. In that sense
price was the ultimate end which he proposed to attain, and federal and confederate were
alike indifferent as means, provided he attained that end; and in a neutral territory he might
lawfully sell to either. The court, therefore, thought that the averment *that the goods.
were shipped for the purpose of being sent to an enemy’s port” was insufficient to establish
that they were liable to seizure for a breach of neutrality. The effect of the other allega-
tions in the plea depended much on that which the court had just considered. If goods fit
for immediate use in war, and therefore of the quality described by the term * contraband of
war,” were passing between neutrals, it seemed that they were not liable to seizure by a bel-
ligerent. The right of capture, according to Sir William <Scott’s opinion, expressed in the
case of the Iowa, 3d Robinson, 188, attaches only when they are passing on the high seas
to an enemy’s ports; they must ‘‘be taken in delicto—that is, in t]fe actual prosecution of a
voyage to an enemy’s port.” The liability, therefore, of these goods to lawful seizure, al-
though their quality was such as might make them contraband of war, depended upon their
destination, and they were not liable unless it distinctly appeared that the voyage.was to an
enemy’s port. The further allegation that the ship was conveying goods and papers which
made them liable to be seized was immaterial as & ground of defence, for these goods were
not alleged to be the plaintiff’s goods, the plaintiff was not shown to be responsible for the
ship’s papers, nor for any other goods than his own. Also, if the voyage were to a neutral -
port and the law was as above stated, the facts alleged did not show that the ship and goods
were liable to seizure. Furthermore, the allegation that the ship was carrying papers which
made it liable to be seized was not strictly accurate in reference to the law of nations. The-
papers alone were not a breach of neutrality so as to work a forfeiture of the ship; they
were ouly evidence from which a cause of forfeiture might be inferred. They might be evi-:
dence either of enemy’s property or of destination to a blockaded port, or to an enemy’s port,
with contraband, should be evidence on which the judge might find a cause of forfeiture
proved; but they were in themselves no cause of forfeiture, SR
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The language of Sir William Scott, in the case of the Franklin, 3 Robinson, 221, speaking

. of simulated papers, and saying that ‘‘this fraudulent conduct justly subjects the ship to
confiscation,” must be taken with reference to the question before him, whether the ship
should be confiscated as well as the contraband cargo, and his decision was in the affirma-
-tive ; and rightly, if the ship-owner was knowingly conveying contraband to an enemy’s port,
of which knowledge papers indicating a false destination would raige & presumption. These
being the premises alleged in the plea, the allegation that the defendant was ignorant of them
is of no avail. If the defence were that the plaintiff had concealed a fact that he was bound
to disclose, the plea should proceed accordingly; as it stood, it showed no wrongful act on
_ the part of the plaintiff to the insurer. The eighth plea set out & judgment by way of estop-
pel, and the defendant in support of it relied on the rule, that sentence of foreign courts de-
ciding questions of prize was to be received as conclusive evidence in actions on policies on
every subject immegia.tely and properly within the jurisdiction of the court on which it has
professed to decide judicially, and the defendant contended that the judgment as pleaded
showed that the voyage on which the ship was captured was not a voyage from London to
Matamoras. The court thought that the decision of the prize court could not be pleaded as
an estoppel. In support of this view a great number of legal decisions were referred to. The
condemnation appeared to the court to have been for carrying contraband of war intended to
be for the use of the enemy of the United States, and the sentence, so far from deciding that
the ship with the said goods did not sail on the voyage from London to Matamoras, appeared
to the court to express that she was on that voyage when she was taken. The first matter
of fact found by the judge was that the ship was knowingly on the voyage aforesaid (that is,
om London to Matamoras) laden with contraband. The second was that the said ship,
with the said cargo, was not truly destined to Matamoras, a neutral port, and for the purpose
t trade and commerce within the authority and intendment of public law; it was destined
or some other port or place, and in and for the use of the enemy, and in violation of the law
of nations, and that the ship’s papers were simulated and false. If the judgment defined
that the ship was not bound to Matamoras, but to a port of the enemy, the finding would
have been so expressed; but if the judges meant to find that she was bound to Matamoras,
ot for the purpose of commerce with the inhabitants thereof, but for the purpose of such a
sale or transfer there as that the confederates should get the use of the cargo, all the words of
‘the judgment have their usual meaning and effect. The court had no jurisdiction to inquire
into, nor where they at all considering the validity of the legal grounds of the judgment.
Their tagk was to ascertain what matter of fact the judge found to exist. He may have con-
‘sidered that trading with the confederates was not within the authority and intendment of publie
- Jlaw, and was in violatian of the law of nations, and that a voyage to Matamoras with that
.object made the cargo liable to confiscation. They were led to the conclusion that the learned
judge did not intend to find, as a matter of fact, either that the ship had not sailed on a voy-
age to Matamoras, or after having so sailed she had deviated from that voyage; but, on the
contrary, he condemned her as lawful prize, because she was in prosecution of that voyage
with an ulterior destination either for the cargo or ship, or both. The judgment, therefore,
did not sustain the inferences of fact which the defendant sought to establish, nor did it
sustain his claim of right to prevent the plaintiff from showing the truth in respect of this
fact, and the plea was therefore bad. - The court were also further of opinion that the eighth
plea and rejoinders to the same effect were bad, because the finding of a matter of fact, in the
eourse of the adjudication of a prize court, could not be pleaded as an estoppel in the cases
where, if adduced in evidence, the judgment would be received as conclusive evidence of the
fact 8o found. For these reasons the court gave judgment on the demurrers for the plaintiff.

[From the London Times of February 2, 1865.]
COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH—WESTMINSTER, FEBRUARY 1.

(Sitting in Banco, before Mr. Justice Blackburn and Mr. Justice Mellor.)
THE CASE OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK. )
THE QUEEN 73. RUMBLE.

The trial of this case, commenced in December, and adjourned on account of the absence
of awitness, was resumed and continued. It was an indictment under the foreign enlist-
ment act against an officer in her Majesty’s dock-yard at Sheerness, for assisting in the man-
ning and equipment of & vessel-of-war with intent that she should be engaged in the

" service of the Confederate States. This case had arisen thus: in November, 1863, a war
steamer called the Scylla, a gunboat of 500 tons, carrying six guns, was sold by the admi-
ralty at Sheerness. Soon afterwards she was found to have got into the hands of persons
who were fitting her out for the confederates ; and, in fact, she was taken over to Calais, and
there hoisted the confederate flag, and was called the Rappahannock. An inquiry before the
magistrates was thereupon instituted by the government, which was conducted by Mr. W. V.
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Harcourt, and the result was that in January last year the defendant was committed for trial
on charges under the foreign enlistment act: *‘that he did unlawfully hire, retain, engage,
and procure, and attempt and endeavor to hire, retain, engage, and procure, divers persons
to enlist and enter and engage to enlist and serve and be employed in the service of and for
and in aid of certain foreign States, provinces, and people, commonly called the Confederate
States of America, and of the persons assuming to exercise the powers of government in and
over the said States, &c., as sailors and otherwise in sea service for, under, and in aid of the
said foreign States, &c., and the persons assuming to exercise powers of government in and
over the said States, &c., and to go and agree to go and embark from the port of Sheerness
for the purpose and with the intent to be enlisted, contrary to the statute in such case made
and provided.” And, further, that he did unlawfully, and without the leave and license of
her Majesty, equip, furnish, and fit out and knowingly aid and assist, and was concerned
in the equipping, furnishing, and fitting out of a certain ship called the Victor, otherwise
called the Scylla, otherwise called the Rappahannock, with intent and in order that the ship-
should be employed in the service of certain foreign states, provinces, and people, commonly
called the Confederate States of America, and of the persons assuming to exercise powers
of government over the said States, provinces, &c., and with intent to cruise and commit
hostilities against the United States of America, and the subjects and citizens of the said
United States, with whom her Majesty was not then and is not now at war, contrary to the
statute in such case made and provided. The statute (59th George III, chap. 69) is entitled
‘“ An act to prevent the enlisting or engaging of his Majesty’s subjects to serve in a foreign
service, and the fitting out or equipping in his Majesty’s dominions vessels for warlike pur-
poses, without his Majesty’s license;” and the preamble recites that *the enlistment, &ec.,
or equipping, &e., for warlike operations in or against the dominions of a foreign state may
be prejudicial and tend to endanger the peace and welfare of the kingdom;’’ and then the
second section provides that ‘‘if any natural-born subject of his Majesty, without the leave
and license of his Majesty, shall enlist or enter himself to enlist, or shall agree to enlist, &c.,
to serve as a soldier, or to be employed or shall serve in any warlike eperation, in the service
of or for or under or in aid of any foreign prince, state, &c.; or accept or agree to take or
accept any commission, warrant, or appointment as an officer, or shall enlist or enter him-
self, or shall agree to enlist or enter himself, to serve as a sailor or marine, or to be employed
or engaged, or shall serve in or on board any ship or vessel-of-war, or in or on board any
ship or vessel used or fitted out, or equipped, or intended to be used, for any warlike pur-
pose, in the service of or for or under or in aid of any foreign power, prince, state, &c., or
engage, contract, or agree to go, or shall go, to any foreign state, country, &c., with an in-
tent or in order to enlist or enter himself to serve, or with intent to serve, in any warlike er
military operations whatever, whether by land or by sea, in the service of or for or under or
in aid of any foreign prince, state, &c., or as an officer or a soldier, or in any other militar
capacity, or as an officer or sailor, or marine, in any such ship-or vessel as aforesaid, althou
no enlisting money, or pay, or reward shall have been or shall’be in any or either of t
cases aforesaid actually paid to or received by him, or by any person to or for his use or
benefit; or if any person whatever within the United Kingdom of (ireat Britain and Ireland,
or any part of his Majesty’s dominions elsewhere, &c., shall hire, retain, engage, or procure,
or shall attempt or endeavor to hire, retain, engage, or procure, any persen or persons what-
ever to enlist, or enter, or engage to enlist, or toserve or to be employed in any such service
or employment as aforesaid as an officer, soldier, sailor, or marine, either in land or sea ser-
vice, for or under or in aid of any foreign prince, state, &c., or to go or to agree to go or
embark from any part of his Majesty’s dominions for the purpose or with intent to be so en-
listed, entered, engaged, or employed as aforesaid, whether any enlisting money, pay, or
reward shall have been or shall be actually given or received or not—in any or either of such
cases every person so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, &c.”

Then comes the celebrated section seven as to equipment of vessels:

‘‘That if any person within any part of the United Kingdom, or in any part of his
Majesty’s dominions beyond the seas, shall, without the leave and license of his Majesty for
that purpose first had and obtained as aforesaid, equip, furnish, fit out, or arm, or attempt or
endeavor to equip, furnish, fit out, or arm, or procure to be equipped, furnished, fitted out, or
armed, or shall knowingly aid, assist, or be concerned in the equipping, furnishing, fitting
out, or arming of any ship or vessel with intent or in order that such ship or vessel shall be
employed in the service of any foreign prince, state, &c., or shall within the United King-
dom or any of his Majesty’s dominions, &c., issue or deliver any commission for any ship or
vessel to the intent that such ship or vessel shall be employed as aforesaid, every such per-
son so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, &c.; and every such ship or
vessel, with the tackle, apparel, and furniture, together with all the materials, arms, ammu-
?it}o'rée g,r,x’d stores which may belong to or be on board of any such ship or vessel, shall be

orfeited.

The charges made in the present case, it will be seen, involve some of the questions raised
in the case of the Alexandra as to equipment, and also other questions under the provisions
in the statute relating to enlistment, and are necessarily, for the purposes of indictment, ex~
panded into a great number of counts, to hit the various words ofp the statute under each head
of charge. Each count in itself is shoxt and simple enough. Thus, the first count charges
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¢ that the defendant, on the 24th of November, 1863, within the United Kingdom, at Sheer-
ness, in the county of Kent, unlawfully and wilfully did hire, retain, engage, and procure
one Maloney to enlist as a sailor in sea service, (or to go and embark from that port with
intent to be enlisted, &e.,) for, under, and in aid of certain persons assuming to exercise the
powers of government in & certain foreign country—that is to say, for, under, and in aid
of the Confederate States of America.” TEe,length of the indictment arises from the number
of the counts, of which there are as many as 166. Of this enormoas indictment it will be
enough to present a brief but careful analysis: In a general way, it may be said to be di-
vided under two heads : the first and larger portion relating to the enlistment of men; the
second as to the equipment of the vessel. The general analysis is this: The first ten counts
charge the defendant with an offence under the second section, in hiring, &c., one Maloney.
The 110 following counts charge him with a similar offence with reference to ten other
men. The next sixteen counts charge him under the same section with counselling and
procuring four of the men to enlist and enter themselves to be employed in the confederate -
service. The remaining seven counts charge him under the seventg section with equipping,
furnishing, or fitting out the vessel, or with attempting to equip, fit out, or furnish her.
This general analysis, however, will hardly suffice to enable the reader to follow the case
without a more particular analysis. The first six counts charged that the defendant did pro-
cure, &c., one Maloney to enlist, &c., and to engage to enlist, &c., and to go and embark
with intent to be enlisted, &e., (varying the counts to meet the words of the statute,) ‘‘as a
sailor on sea service” in aid of the Confederate States. The next four counts, from the sev-
enth to the tenth, charge that the defendant did procure, &c., Maloney to be employed, &c.,
in warlike operations %y sea in aid of the Confederate States. Then follow ten sets of similar
counts, (11 to 124,) each set the same as the first ten, charging that the defendant did pro-
cure, &¢., to be enlisted either * as a sailor in sea service,” or in warlike operations by sea,
one of ten other men, named Firth, Ginno, Hurford, Brooks, Bailey, Goode, Newton, Spen-
diff, Thompson, Hall, and Shaw. These are the counts under the statute—the foreign en-
lissment act itself. Then come four sets of counts, each of four counts, (121 to 136,
inclusive,) which charge a misdemeanor at common law, in counselling four of these men,
Brooks, Maloney, Goode, and Newton, to enlist and serve. Each of these sets of counts
charges that the defendant did counsel and procure (one Brooks, &c.) a natural-born sub-
jeet, &c., without the leave or license of her Majesty, to enlist, &c., and to serve, &ec., *‘on
board a certain ship-of-war intended to be used for warlike purposes,” in aid of the Confed-
erate States. Then come several sets of counts (137 to 166) upon the equipment clauses of
the statute. The first set charge that the defendant, without leave or license, did equip,
furnish, and fit out a certain ship with intent that the same ship should be employed in the
gervice of the Confederate States, with intent to commit hostilities against the United States ;
and one count (139) charges that he did *‘ equip, furnish, and fit out” a vessel with intent
to commit hostilities against the United States. The next set (140 to 148) are the same as
the last three, except that they charged that the defendant *‘did attempt and endeavor to
equip” or ‘‘furnish ” or *‘fit out;” one of the three counts charging an attempt to ‘‘ equip,”
a second an attempt to ‘* furnish,”” and a third an attempt to ** fit out.” Then follow a set
of counts (149 to 157) the same as the last nine, (i. e., as 139 to 148,) except that they allege
that the defendant did procure to be *‘ equipped,” or “‘ to be furnished,” or ‘“to be fitted out,”
&c. The last set of counts (158 to 166) are the same as the nine preceding, except in alleg-
ing that the defendant *‘ did aid and assist, and was concerned in the equipping,” or *‘the
furnishing,” or *the fitting out ” of a vessel, with intent that the same should be employed
in the service of the Confederate States, or with intent to commit hostilities against the
United States. Such is the analysis of the numerous counts in the indictment. It will be
observed that the matter occurred at Sheerness, and the offences are said to have been com-
mitted there, and ordinarily the indictment would have been, preferred and the trial had at
the assizes for the county of Kent ; but the foreign enlistment act expressly provides that the
indictment may be preferred in the Court of King’s Bench, and on account of the importance
of the question which it involves, it was accordingly so preferred, and the bill of indictment
was found or presented by a grand jury of Middlesex in last Trinity term—that is, in the
month of June. The grand jury were charged by the senior puisne judge of this court, Mr.
Justice Crompton, and we fully reported his charge at the time. The grand jury having
found the bill of indictment, the defendant pleaded ‘‘ Not guilty,” and the case was set down
for trial.  Of course it could only be set down in its order, and in that order in December
last it came on for trial. The solicitor general, Mr. Lush, Queen’s counsel, Mr. Hannen,
and Mr. W. V. Harcourt, appeared on the part of the Crown ; Mr. Bovill, Queen’s counsel,
Mr. Karslake, Queen’s counsel, Mr. Serjeant Ballantine, Mr. Macnamara, Mr. Giffard, and
Mr. Talfourd Salter, were for the defendant. On the jury being sworn, Mr. Harcourt
briefly opened the case, stating that it was an indictment under the foreign enlistment
act, to wgich the defendant had pleaded ‘‘ Not guilty.” The solicitor general, in stating
the case to the jury, said this was a prosecution under the foreign enlistment act, a statute
passed, as the preamble states, for the better preservation of the Y{eace of the country,
and therefore a statute of great importance to the welfare of the kingdom, and it was,
he said, intended to prohibit the mischief against which the act was directed, as appears
by its title and prea,m]?le——that is, any of the Queen’s subjects being engaged in military
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sevvice or warlike operations under any foreign state or power. And he said he would
state the view which the Crown takes upon the construction of the statute. **Their view,”
he said, ‘‘is shortly this: that any equipment of a vessel with the prohibited intent is the of
fence created by the statute. That is, in other words, that it is not necessary that the equip- .
ment shonld be itself of a warlike character; but that if any person equips or aids in the equip-
ment of a vessel by providing her with sails, or rigging, or motive power, engines, or boilers; -
n fact, if he assists in any equipment whatever, he is guilty of an offence under the statute :
provided, always, that it be proved that any equipment which he was & party to was made
with the intent that the vessel should be enabled to cruise and commit hostilities against some
country at amity with our Queen.” The learned solicitor general then stated the facts thus:
In 1857 there was a screw gunboat built for the crown, called the Victor. She carried six
uns, was about three hundred and fifty horse-power, and her tonnage was about five hun-
red tons. She was employed for some time in the navy, but beini[found not very available
for the government service the admiralty accepted an offer from Messrs. Gordon, Coleman
and Co., ship-owners in London, to sell her to them. The offer was accepted in November,
last year, and she was sold for £9,000. On the 6th of November, Messrs. Coleman were
registered as the owners of the vessel, although it would appear by subsequent statements of
Mr. Rumble that Messrs. Coleman were not the real owners, and that the real owner was a
Mr. Zachary Pearson. The vessel was delivered to the purchasers on the 10th of November.
Before she was delivered the warlike fittings were taken out, and she was sold without masts,
or sails, or rigging ; after slight repairs she was delivered to the purchasers and taken out of
the dock-yard, and anchored in the Thames. That was on the 10th of November, and a new
name, that of the Scylla, was then given to her. It was given out that she was destined for
a voyage to China. Preparations for a voyage were proceeded with rapidly. The parts of
her most defective were the boilers. A number of men were put to work upon them. They
were supplied with fresh tubes, and rapid preparations were being made to send her to sea,
the men being engaged ostensibly for the purpose of going to China. She was purchased
and equipped, not for the China trade, but to become a vessel-of-war in the confederate ser-
vice. The equipment, however, proceeded up to the 24th of November. On that day the
parties interested in her appear to have received some intelligence which changed their
slans, for in the evening of that day, instead of proceeding with the equipment, she was sud-
enly, in the night, taken out of the Thames to sea, and subsequently was taken to Calais.
No sooner was the vessel out at sea than the mask was cast off, and all disguise thrown
away. The name was changed to the Rappahannock ; a confederate captain came on board
of her at Calais, who said he had been mate of the Alabama, and took possession of her as
captain; a fresh flag, the confederate flag, was hoisted ; the officers appeared in uniform:
there was no disguise; the character of the vessel was openly discussed; it was given out
that she was a man-of-war; the crew were called on deci)(; they were ‘‘mustered,” and re-
quired to sign what they called ‘‘articles of war”—that is, articles for service; they were
offered £8 a month and £10 bounty, and prospects of prize money were held out, and the
captain said, *‘I shall ﬁ%ht for my country and for glory, and you will fight for fame.” Some
pressure was put upon them at that time ; they were in a foreign country, without the means
of returning home, and many of them were, unhappily, induced to enlist. The preparations
for equipment, which had been interrupted, were proceeded with; a number of boiler-makers
were sent for from England, and many of them were induced to leave their employment in
the dock-yard without leave, and when they returned they were discharged as having been ab-
sent without leAve. Attempts were made to enlfst more men; a large store of coals was
taken in; but at this point the French government stepped in. ThegFrench government,
not choosing their ports to be made the scene of hostile operations, interposed and prevented
any further equipment of the vessel, and, by the short and summary process of mooring a
man-of-war across her bows, prevented her going out of port, and she has been kept a pris-
oner in the harbor ever since. Such is a short outline of the history of this vessel—first the
government gunboat Victor ; next the merchant ship the Scylla, bound for China, and then the
confederate war steamer the Rappahannock. The learned solicitor general, after observing
that probably there never was heard of a more audacious attempt on the part of a belligerent
to violate neutral sovereignty and neutral territory, went on to state what part Mr. Rumble,
the defendant, took in these matters, and stated that, according to the evidence he should call,
he took an active part, if not the principal part, in the equipment of the vessel and procurin
for her a crew, and that he knew perfectly well from the geginning the true character an
destination of the ship. He was frequently, indeed almost daily, on board the vessel super-
intending her equipment ; and the jury, he said, would bear in mind that she had ceased to
belong to the government, and they had nothing.to do with her. She was ostensibly &
merchant vessel belonging to a private firm, and Mr. Rumble, as inspector of floafing
machinery, had nothing to do with her. Still he was there almost every day giving
directions upon the subject of her equipment. He procured boiler-makers and set them
to work and gave them directions what they should do to the boilers. He ordered
new tubes to be put in; he gave directions with respect to the rigging and the other
equipments. The vessel was masted with the aid of Captain Hall, of her Majesty’s ship
the Cumberland, a ship which had apparatus for masting vessels, and the use_of which was
applied for to assist in masting her; and Captain Hall, wishing to try the new apparatus for
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the purpose, consented to allow it to be used. But, inasmuch as the government had no
reason to suppose that he knew of the destination of the vessel at that time, they had not
thought fit to lay any blame upon him, though they were not at the time aware that this
‘had been done. Mr, Rumble, however, was constantly on board, superintending the equip-
ment of the vessel, which proceeded up to a certain point, and then it was interrupted.
But, further, he took an active part in manning the vessel. He was held out as the person
-to whom men seeking employment on the vessel should apply; they applied to him, and he
Teceived their applications; he himself engaged men in different capacities, and agreed with
‘them as to the amount of wages they were to receive; when they went to sea he paid them
“their wages for some weeks, held out inducements to many of them to join the vessel, and
said that he would, when they were at sea, take care that the portion of their wages they
did not want should be transmitted to their wives. He paid the passage of several men from
Woolwich to Sheerness when they went to join the vessel. And on the afternoon of the 24th

* of November, when the vessel left the river, he was on board as late as five o’clock in the
evening, when preparations for departure were going on. He was down in the cabin with
the real owner, Mr. Pearson, and the persons then in command; several of the crew were
brought into the cabin, and then Mr, Rumble endeavored to induce them to enlist for a long
voyage. He failed as to some: some of them refused to sign the articles; but some were
induced to do so **for a trial trip,” as it was said. Mr. Rumble was then present while the
articles were being signed, endeavoring to induce the men to enlist. The learned solicitor
- general went on to state: The vessel went away from the river on the 24th of November,
and three or four days afterwards—about the 28th—Mr. Rumble himself went to Calais, and
went in the same boat with a number of boiler-makers, who were going from some dock-yards
to assist in the completion of the equipment of the vessel. And Mr. Rumble was on board
the vessel, if not on deck, at the time the captain summoned the crew and engaged them for
the service, and he was actually in the cabin when some of ‘the men received the bounty for
their enlistment. But the case did not stop even there. Mr, Rumble returned, and, at all
events, then he knew the character of the vessel; but even then, applying to him for em-
ployment on the vessel, he said, ‘I will speak to the confederate agent about you, and pro-
cure you employment.” And further, upon his return to Dover from Calais, when he had
been'on board the vessel, meeting with one of the boiler-makers who had been employed on
the vessel but had returned, Mr. Rumble used every kind of persuasion to induce him to go
back to her. Such (said the solicitor general) is an outline of the facts which, as I am in-
- gtructed, I shall be able to prove. Witnesses were then called in. support of the case thus
 gtated, and the first witness called (to give formal evidence of the sale of the vessel by the
government) was Captain Wise, captain-superintendent of Sheerness dock-yard. He gave
the particulars of the vessel, and stated that when the ship was sold her warlike equipments
were taken out of her, and she was sold and delivered without masts, stores, or engines,
boilers, or machinery. An application by the purchasers for the stores was refused, and she
was sold without fixtures; and, he said, the defendant, Mr. Rumble, had nothing to do with
her connected with his duties. It was, however, elicited in cross-examination of this witness
 that the ship was, after the purchase and at the request of the purchaser, docked at the dock-
yard, under orders from the admiralty, and with his sanction as captain-superintendent.
The witness at first stated that it was before the purchase was completed. Te was pressed
as to this, and desired to refer to the papers. The witness then produced the purchaser’s
written requisition, dated the 17th of September, 1863: *‘We beg you will give permission
to place in the dry dock the vessel we have purchased from the admiralty, for the purpose of
examining her, with a view to taking her away under steam, it being done at our expense,”
which he admitted showed 1t was after the purchase. Upon this, he said, there was an
order to dock the ship, though it could not be done at once. The witness then read the
answer, dated the 27th of September: ‘‘ My lords approve of the Victor, purchased by

- Messrs. Coleman, being docked on the 10th of October, for the purpose of inspecting her
- bottom, at the purchasers’ expense.” The witness then went on to state that on the Sth of
October “the government officials” took the ship out of the Medway and put her into the
dry dock at Sheerness, and examined her. It was all, he said, “ done by the government.”

- He did not know, he said, if any one was there on the part of the owners, but it was done
at their expense. During the time she was there no repairs were done, except reépairing an
accident, &c., but she was thoroughly examined. On the 13th of October she was taken
out of dock into the basin, and on the 2d of November out into the river, and there her
masts were put into her. Nothing was done until after the 12th of November, after she was
iven up. It was on the 10th of November she was given up, and after that the owners sent

) gown the masts. It was further elicited from the witness in cross-examination that the masts
were put into her by Captain Hall, captain of the steam reserve, and with the aid of a govern-
ment ship, the Cumberland ; and that her rigging was put up by riggers belonging to the dock-
yard, but after working hours; that she was at the government moorings, because, as she had
o anchor, the owners asked that she might be-made fast to a government buoy ; and that she
was taken out by a government tug—that is, out of dock into the basin ; and remained at the
government moorings until after she had her masts in her, when she lay at her own anchors.
Tfe furthor admitted that it was well known to every one that she was lying there being fitted
out, and it was understood she was going to China; and further that he (the witness) rendered
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every assistance, and made no objection to the men working on her after working hours. It
was not unusual, he said, when a ship had been sold, to render every assistance to her, and
he admitted that the inspector of machinery afloat might be disposed to do so. Several of
the men mentioned in the indictment as having been enlisted were then called to prove the
part taken by the defendant in regard to an engagement or enlistmént. The first of them
was a man named Firth, who stated that he had been a breaker-up of ships at the dock, and
that in the autumn of 1863 he had been engaged to work upon the ship by a Mr. Ferguson,
who said he was chief engineer, and was to meet a Mr. Carr before going on board. He,
Cole, and Hurford were together, and they were to meet Rumble in the dock-yard at Sheer-
ness—(Carr said, ) and they wentto the dock-yard, to the steam reserve office, and met Rumble
there. ~Carr went and spoke to Rumble. They went towards the water-side, and Rumble
told Carr to go down to the dock-yard pier and take a boat and go off to see the Scylla, and
he would be off as soon as they. They went on board, and Rumble was there and spoke to
Carr. They were then put to work. "Carr was second engineer on board the Scylla. Carr
ordered witness to go down, and told him to look after the stores. He was engaged upon
her till she sailed, and afterwards. Rumble paid the first week’s wages on board the ship,
and told him he would allow them & guinea a week while they stopped there. Then witness
asked him where she was going. He told witness he didn’t know where she was going to,
but if he went away in the ship and lived to come home again he shouldn’t have to work
any longer, and he would like to go him halves. The witness continued there three weeks
and one or two days—i. e., at Sheerness. Rumble came on board, he said, often, sometimes
twice a day, and other days oftener, and told him if he wanted anything on board to let him
know. Witness applied to him for several things ; they were for the use of the ship—shovels,
tools, rakes, &e., and a cask of oil. He put them down in his pocket-book, and they were
sent on board next morning. This went on till the time of the vessel going away. Hewent
away with the vessel between nine and ten on a Tuesday night. On that night he did not
see Mr. Rumble on board, but saw him on board that afternoon before they went away. M.
Ferguson called the men into the cabin, and Rumble was there, and Rumble asked witness
if he was going to sign the ship’s articles. Witness told him. *“Yes.” Rumble offered
him £6 a month, and witness asked him for £8. Rumble said, ‘Here’s one of the
owners,” (pointing to Mr. Pearson,) ““and he can’t afford to give more than £6.” Mr.
Pearson then told witness he would give him £8. Witness didn’t, however, sign the
articles. Then Rumble told him to go out of the cabin and send his mates in: and
he did. That night they went off. ﬁfterwa.rds they agreed with Mr. Ramsay for four-
teen days. They went to Calais. He didn’t know where he was going, nor when she
was going to start. They sighted Calais about four in the afternoon. Mr. Ramsay
commanded the vessel to Calais. They ‘‘dodged about” off Calais all night, and went
in next day. A flag was hoisted outside the harbor. It was white with & union Jjack
at the top corner, a red stri}I)-e down the middle, and thirteen stars, and he was told that it
was the confederate flag. He remained three or four days on board at Calais, but didn’t
like to go in her when he saw the flag. Another captain came—Captain Campbell—and
they were called aft and told he was the captain. He asked them to go in her, and some
said, “ Yes,” and some said ‘‘No.” He told them she was a confederate man-of-war, and
he would like to have them all go in her. Witness wouldn’t go. He did not see Rumble on
board while at Calais, nor at Calais. The captain next day came on board in uniform—a
gray suit. Mr. Rumble paid their expenses on the first occasion from Woolwich to Sheerness.
In cross-examination, however, it was elicited from this witness that he was engaged first
by Mr. Ferguson, who also engaged Carr as engineer. He never conversed with Rumble
about going on board the ship. = No repairs, he said, were going on on the Scylla when they
went t%ere. Only the cook and Mr. Ramsay were on board, and Mr. Rumble. There was
nothing being done at the time. Carr told them what to do. It was to work at the engine
and boiler. Boiler-makers came on board and worked. The tubes were very bad. ‘While
they were at the buoy nothing was done but knocking about the boiler. (The object of this,
it will be seen, was to show that the defendant Rumble up to that time had only been party
to an engagement of men to repair the ship’s boilers or engines, &ec.) Being pressed by Mr.
Bovill whether he did not swear before the magistrates that Mr. Ferguson told him to go into
the cabin to sign the ship’s articles, the witness said, Yes; he first spoke to me about the
articles. Then Rumble asked whether I was going to sign. I don’t ﬁnow whether or no I
said anything about Rumble telling me to sign the ship’s articles. Rumble never said any-
thing about what we were to have after we left Sheerness. Ferguson engaged us. On
Saturday morning Mr. Rumble paid me. He told me we were to have a guinea a week and
})rovisions. I had made no arrangement up to that time, except with Ferguson. Wedidn’t
know what we were to have until Rumble paid us. I thought she was going to run the
blockade or going to China in the opium trade. No one told me where she was going. I
had no notion of enlisting in the confederate service. The talk among the men was that she
was going to China in the opium trade. I was engaged to go a trial trip as far as Brest,

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. Who engaged you?

‘WiTNEss. Mr. Ramsay, as storekeeper. When we got to sea, we found the boilers and
the tubes very bad. The riggers at Sheerness were employed about the ship, painters, &c.,
of Sheerness, and other tradesmen. I should have declined to enter the confederate service,



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 121

At Sheerness they offered us £10 bounty ; no, it was over at Calais, When we were off Calais
the flag was made on board, The boilers were not being repaired at Calais while I was on
board. Captain Campbell came on board the same night or next morning. He called us
aft, and told us she was a confederate vessel. As far as I know, it was the first any of us
had heard of it.
A JUROR. What wages would have been given for the ordinary trip to China ?
WITNESS. About £4 10s. or £5. It would be the same for the opium trade.

.Re-examined by the SOLICITOR GENERAL :

Witness said Ferguson didn't agree with me as to terms, Then I came to Sheerness and
went on board the vessel. Mr. Rumble was there, and nothing was said about wages. The
first occasion Mr. Rumble came aboard and ordered all aft. e stood round Rumble. He
pulled out the money, and said, I intend to give you a week,” and paid me. He paid me
the next week £1 1s. He only paid me two weeks. The third week Mr. Ramsay paid us
outside the Foundling Inn, at Sheerness. When we were called into the cabin Mr. Rumble
first spoke to us about articles. Mr. Rumble left the ship soon after.

The next witness was one James Hurford, one of the men mentioned in the indictment.
He said, I am a ship-breaker, I was employed last autumn on board the Scylla. I was
sent there by Mr, Ferguson. He sent me from Woolwich to Sheerness. I saw at Sheer-
pess Mr. Rumble. No one told me to go to him. I went with the rest. I had nothing to
say to him the first time. I went on board ship after I saw Mr. Rumble, Some time after
1 was working on board I saw Mr. Rumble. No agreement was made for wages for some
time after I went on board. We went aft and asked Mr. Rumble some day or two after we
came on board: all of us went. My expenses from Woolwich to Sheerness were paid by
Mr. Rumble after we went on board. Rumble told us he was authorized from the company
to pay us at the rate of £1 1s. a week, and our provisions would be added on boa,rg. I
agreed to those terms. I remember the ship sailing at midnight. That day Isaw Mr. Rum-
ble on board, but not to have any conversation with him. I was on board when she went
to Calais. I stayed there seven or eight days. I was cleaning up. When Rumble paid
me he told us that the captain was not in England at present, but would be in England in
the course of three or four days’ time, and he would make agreement with us. I was to be
leading stoker. Nothing was said to me about signing a,rtic%es before I got to Calais. Cap-
tain Campbell was the captain at Calais, Captain Campbell asked me to sign the ship’s
articles. I did not consent. Captain Campbell told me what she was. I didn’t know
before I got there. I declined going on conditions—unless I had watch and watch on shore
while she was in harbor every other night, as in an English man-of-war. Captain Campbell
would not agree to it, so I didn’t sign.  Before going to Calais Captain Rumble said he
would send our money.

In cross-examination the witness said he was told that he was to be leading stoker. He
and Carr, Cole, Firth, and Cozens were on board. He was pressed as to what was said
about the captain, and whether it was not said by Mr. Rumble that when the captain or
owner came he should have no more to do with it, and he said ‘‘ that the captain was not in
England and he would make agreements with us, as he had then nothing more to do with it
himself.” Being pressed, the witness repeated that what Mr. Rumble said was that ¢ the
captain would make agreements with them when he came, as he (Rumble) had nothing more
to do with it himself.” " .

In cross-examination it was further elicited that he said to the defendant that it was not
usual that men engaged in merchant ships should pay their own expenses upon coming to
their ship, and that t%len Mr. Rumble paid him and Firth their expenses to Woolwich. He
repeated that he saw Rumble on board on the day the ship sailed; but the superintendent of
police was also there. He was pressed as to whether they were not both on board searching
the vessel to see if government stores were not on board, but he could not say. He was
asked whether he had not said that the defendant had said he merely paid the men because
the owner was away, but he said that what he had said was that the captain was away.
Upon this his deposition was put into his hand, in which he had sworn that the defendant
bad said he paid the wages because the owners were in London, and had requested him to
Say the men, and he said he did say so. Being asked again, however, he said that what the

efendant said was that the owners had asked him to pay the men, but that it was the cap-
tain who was away.

Tn re-examination the witness stated that Ramsay was on board acting as captain, and
told him he was to speak to Mr. Rumble, and atterwards Mr. Rumble tol him the captain
was away. After that Mr. Pearson came and acted as captain, He came on the day the
ship went out from Sheerness to Calais. Both Pearson and Ramsay were on board, and he
believed that Ramsay had more to do with the navigation. At Calais Captain Campbell

“ came, and he supposed Pearson left. He did not see him afterwards. Before starting, he
said, Ramsay had acted as captain.

The next witness was the man Coles, whose evidence was this: He applied, he said, to
Ferguson, who told him to join the ship. He went down to Sheerness with Carr and two
other men. Subsequently he went on board the ship and saw Ramsay there. He did not
then see Mr. Rumble, but saw him in the factory, and saw him on board some few days

.
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afterwards. He got his passage-money from Hurford, but saw Rumble give it him, being .
close by at the time. Captain Ramsay was on board at the time. Mr. Rumble was so fre.
quently on board that he could not say when he saw him next. Mr. Rumble gave him a
guinea in the course of a week, he being then on board, and saying they were a good lot of
men, and he did not want to lose ‘‘ the run of them.” The amount of wages had not been
then settled, but then Mr. Rumble told them they were to receive a guinea a week and their
food. Mr. Rumble also said he hoped they would be contented, and that they should have
good food, but nogrog. They were to have a guinea a week as long as they remained there,
and they were paid the second and third week’s wages by Mr. Rumble. Some of the ‘men
Eut the question to Mr. Rumble where the ship was going, and he said that when we came

ome he should be glad to go halves with us in what we should receive. Witness went on
to say that he saw Mr. Rumble constantly on board and looking about as if it was his busi-
ness to see that everything was fitted up properly, and he gave directions and asked ques-
tions—for instance, as to the boiler tubes; and he said that i% the men wished to send any of the
money to their friends he would see to it. They wanted the men to sign articles ; the day
they left Sheerness they were sent for ““aft,” a.ng went down into the cabin. There they saw
Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Rumble, Mr. Ferguson, and. another gentleman. He did not know if it
was Mr. Pearson. Mr. Rumble asked the men if they infended to join the ship. ““I,” gaid
the witness, ‘‘declined to join. I declined to sign articles. Mr. Rumble asked if we would
go in the ship on a trial trip, not to exceed fourteen days.” Witness said he would g6 on a
written condition, and Mr. Rumble said he agreed to it. Witness produced the ‘‘ condition,”
which ran thus: “‘ The undersigned agree to act as firemen on board the s. s. (screw steam-~
er) Scylla, on a trial trip not to exceed fourteen days, at the rate of £8 amonth; to be sent
to London at owners’ expense.” This was signed by Mr. Ramsay, and Mr. Rumble was
present. Until they started Mr. Ramsay acted as captain. When they got off Calais they
looked up and saw a flag flying. He knew what it was, as he had seen itat sea, but he was
s0 agitated about the boilers (which were in a very bad -state) that he did not know what
was said about it. The new captain came at Calais and sent for the firemen, re}i;resenting
himself to them as their new captain, and told them that they ‘‘must consider themselves
as confederate men-of-war’s men,” He wanted to know if they would sign articles, and
witness said he would not. Mr. Rumble had offered them £6 a month if they wouldel;*gaga
to serve with theship ; that was when speaking of the trial trip. That was what was offered
if they would remain with the ship, but the men wanted £8.

ONE OF THE JURY. We wish to know whether at that time it was not asked where the
ship was going? :

The witness said it had previously been asked of Mr. Rumble, as he had already stated,
and no direct answer was made, nor did he afterwards hear him say where the ship was
going. . .

THE JURY. What made you ask as much as £8 a month?
The witness said he had }{ad it before as third or fourth engineer.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. It had no reference, then, to the particular voyage ?

WITNESS. No, it had not. )

The witness was then cross-examined by Mr. BoviLL. He said that he came home from
China about two months ago, and had only received three weeks’ wages, (12s. 6d. a week ;)
he did not know from whom.

Mr. BoviLL, Was it from O’Kelly ?

Witness said he did not know. Being asked as to what had taken place down in the cabin,
he said he and Firth, Hurford and ‘others, were there, and that Mr. ﬁumble said that he was
authorized by the ‘‘ company’’—that is, the firm of owners—to pay them a guinea a week.
Until he saw the confederate flag at Calais he did not know anything at all about the ship
being for the confederates, and when he had signed the paper he had no idea of anything
but a *trial trip.” The boilers, he said, were very bad, only fit for a trial trip. They might,
however, be got into good condition n & few days. The witness wenton to state that a gov-
ernment tug took the ship out of harbor the day she left Sheerness. He came up on bhoard
and saw the government tug towing her. This statement of the witness appeared -to excite
some surprise among the counsel for the Crown, and Captain Wise ejaculated angrily that it
was false, upon which Mr. Bovill rebuked him, and elicited that he was not there at the time,
but he stated that it *“ was not possible,” and that he was sure it could not be the fact.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL, in re-examination, pressed the witness as to when it was he saw
the government tug towing out the steamer, and he said firmly and positively that it was the
night they left, and when they went out from Sheerness to Calais.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE examined the witness closely as to this, He swore positively
that he was certain that it was a government tug. He had been in the government service,
and knew a government tug when he saw it. There could, he said, be no mistake about it

The SOLICITOR GENERAL pressed him as to when it was. )

The WITNESS. When we went out from Sheerness to Calais; the night we left. (The
next witness also, it will be seen, was eéxamined as_to the government tugs then engaged.)

The next witness was the man Newman, who said he was referred to Mr. Rumble by & Mr.
Greathead, and was referred by Mr. Rumble to the mate. He asked the ship’s destination,
but could get no satisfactory answer. At last, witness said he told Mr. Rumble that he
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wonld go. He was to go on Wednesday, the 25th of November, but she went on the Tues-
day, the 24th, in the evening. He afterwards went to Mr. Rumble about it, and he (Mr.
Rumble) said, ‘I suppose you are aware she has arrived at Calais?” He said he was, as
he had seen it in the newspapers, and that she had hoisted the confederite flag. He said
that he had been in the American service and on the coast of America, and Mr. Rumble said
he * thought he would be a very useful man,” and *that he was going to London to see the
confederate agent,” and “would drop witness a note, and he left him with that understand-
ing. Mr. Rumble knew he was in the government service, and asked him if he could get
his discharge. .

Mr. LusH. Did he or you say anything about the confederate flag?

WirNESS. No: but I had seen itin the papers that the vessel had hoisted that flag. Be-
ing afraid of getting himself into trouble, the witness said, he threw the whole affair up.

%ross-exa.mined by Mr. BoviLL. The witness said that Mr. Greathead, who referred him
to Mr. Rumble. was an officer of the dock, and Mr. Rumble referred him to the mate, who
was Ramsay. He did not know when the ship was at Sheerness that the ship was for the
confederate service ; but at the time he had the conversation with Mr. Rumble, after the
ship was gone, it was known and was a matter of general conversation that she was a con-
federate ship. He went on to say that he wanted to make money, and he did not care
whether it was in the federal or confederate service. :

Mr. BOVILL. Are you quite sure Mr. Rumble spoke to you about the confederate agent ?

WITNESS said he was. He was pressed a good deal as to this, but adhered to it, and
said that Mr. Greathead and Mr. Rumble’s son were present at the time.

Mll)' BoviLL. Do you know that Mr. Rumble’s son is in the Mediterranean, in the Wizard

nboat ?
g'uWITNEss said he knew he was in the naval service; he did not know where.

Mr. BoviLL. Where is Mr. Greathead? :

WITNESS said he believed he was at Malta as an engineer in the government service.

Mr. BoviLL elicited that this witnesshad not been examined before the magistrate, so that he
now heard this for the first time. .

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE observed that this was most important, and without asking
any decision to be taken at]the moment, when the case for the Crown is closed perhaps it
may be proper to give you an opportunity of having those witnesses present.

Mr. BOVILL said he was much obliged to his lordship. This was the first time he had
heard that they were present. It was true that the solicitor for the treasury, Mr. Green-
wood, had two or three days ago very kindly sent him a copy of the depositions, but they
did not discloge that these persons were present.

Mr. LUsH pointed out that they did not disclose that young Rumble was present.

Mr. BoviLL said he had not observed it; if he had he should have applied for a post-
ponement of the trial. i '

The witness was then re-examined as to the tugs, with a view to show that there were
anly two tugs in the harbor, and that, as far as he knew, neither of them was employed
to tow the vessel out on the night of her departure. One, he said, was under repair, and
could not have gone; the other did not go, as far as he knew. :

Mr. BoviLL was allowed, however; to cross-examine the witness on that point, and elic-
ited that he was not quite positive that there were only two government tugs in the port at
the time. After which .

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE said: Mr. Solicitor General, after the evidence given by this
witness as ‘to the conversation with Mr. Rumble, it would be but reasonable to af-
ford to the defendant the opportunity of producing those persons who were present,
because the evidence is calculated, if mot answered, to produce a strong impression,
and it would be but reasonable, as it has taken the other side more or less by sur-
prise, that they should have an opportunity of producing the two persons who are
vouched as hm’fin% been present. That necessitates an adjournment of the case ; and then it
it occurs to me that if it is to take place it would be better that it should take place at once,
and not, as I at first thought, after the case for the Crown had been concluded; because,
after an adjournment at that stage, the evidence will not be so freshly and vividly on the
minds of the jury as if it took place now. On the trial being resumed I shall read over the
evidence which has now been ta]gen, and perhaps, upon the whole, it will be better to adjourn -
at once.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I think so too.

Mr. BoviLL. Iconcur in so thinking. .

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Looking at the nature of the case, I think it will be so. It -
is unfortunate that these two witnesses are away, but their evidence is so important that it
would not be satisfactory to continue the case without it. The trial then is to be adjourned
till the sittings after next term in February. The jury will take care to keep their minds in
the mean time free from all impressions upon the case. ‘

Mr. BovILL observed that he hoped the admiralty would render their assistahce to procure
_and produce the two witnesses referred to, and who were both in the government service.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL said he had no doubt the admiralty would do so. The trial

'
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was then accordingly adjourned until February, and it now came on to be continued, the
same counsel appearing as before.

Only eleven jurors, however, appeared, and

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, upon taking his seat, asked counsel if they had any objection
to try with the eleven.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL said that, on the part of the Crown, he had no objection.

Mr. BOVILL said he was not quite sure whether consent in a criminal case would avail.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. That may, perhaps, be doubtful. )

It now turned out that there being two gentlemen of the same, or almost the same, name,;
one of whom had been upon the jury, the other had by & mistake been summoned for this
occasion.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. So we have got the wrong man upon the jusy. (A laugh.)
I am afraid we cannot go on under these circumstances, as there is a great doubt about con-
sent in a criminal case. All we can do is to fix another day upon which the right jurar
may be summoned. And the question is, what day shall be appointed ? But I cannot dige
place all the other business of the sittings.

One of the jurors here said: My Lord, I have to leave town on Monday on important
business, and cannot possibly be present. I had rather pay the fine.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Ah, you should not have said that, sir; it may oblige mse
to increase the fine, (A laugh.) However, we will try to arrange it if we can.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. It really is a very unfortunate state of things. I need hardly
repeat that on the part of the Crown %’should be quite willing to try the case out with eleven
jurors, though I am fully sensible that we cannot expect my learned friend to consent.

r. BoviLL. Noj; it is a ver important case, and we are anxious to have the advantage
of a full jury. Moreover, I doubt if we could consent in & criminal case. It might
ground of error that the verdict was given by eleven jurors.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Then, we will do this: the jury shall retire while I send a
special messenger for the absent juror, and then the case can g0 on when he comes.

The parties and the jurors appeared very well satisfied with this arrangement, and ex.
pressed their grateful assent to it.

The jury accordingly retired, and-another case was taken, the case mentioned below.

After the lapse of more than an hour the messenger returned and announced that the jurer -
could not be found. :

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE announced thst to the Jjury, and proposed to postpone the case
until to-morrow, (this day.) ’

To this the jury and the “parties assented, and the jury were accordingly discharged for
the day, and desired to attend to-morrow, (this day,) when the case will be proceeded with.

[From the London Times of February 3, 1865.]

COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH—WESTMINSTER, FEBRUARY 2.
(Sittings at Nisi Prius, before the Lord Chief Justice and a special jury)
THE CASE OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

THE QUEEN vs. RUMBLE. A

This was an indictment under the foreign enlistment act, the 59th of George ITI, cag).
69, containing charges both as to the equipping of & war steamer called the Scylla for the
confederate service and the enlisting of men to serve in her. The first ten counts charged
the defendant with an offence under the second section, in hiring, &ec., one James Maloney.
The following 110 counts charged him with a similar offence in hiring, &ec., eleven other
men. The next sixteen counts charged him with counselling and procuring four persons
therein named to enlist and enter themselves to be employed in the confederate service, and
the remaining thirty counts charged him, under the seventh section, with equipping,v furnish-
ing, &c., or assisting in equipping, &e., or attempting to equip, &c., the vessel. Altogether

“there were 166 counts in the indictment, the number arising partly from the necessity of
meeting the numerous words of the statute, and partly by reason of there being separate
offences charged as to enlisting twelve different men, as well as the distinet offences charged
as to the four men, and also as to the equipping of the vessel. The defendant pleaded *Not

uilty.”
& Th); solicitor general, Mr. Lush, Queen’s, counsel, Mr. Hannen, and Mr. W. V. Harcourt
appeared for the prosecution ; Mr. Bovill, Queen’s counsel, Mr. Karslake, Queen’s counsel, Mr.
Serjeant Ballantine, Mr. Giffard, Mr. Macnamara, and Mr. Talfourd Salter were for the de-
fendant. .

The trial commenced in December, when it was adjourned on account of the absence of
material witnesses. It was recommenced yesterday, when it was again adjourned on account
of the absence of a juror.,

The jury having now all assembled, the lord chief Jjustice proceeded to read over his
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notes of the evidence taken on the last occasion, which, as we gave it rather fully gesterday,
we need not now repeat. His lordship’s note of the evidence on account of which the case
was adjourned was as follows. It was in the evidence of the witness Newman: ¢ Mr. Great-
head was present, and said to the defendant, ‘ This is the youwg man I spoke to you about.’
The defendant asked me in what capacity. Witness said, ‘ As leading fireman,’ and that he
had been in the United States’ service. The defendant said he thought I should be a useful
man. He said he was going to London to see the confederate agent, and he would drop me
a note. His son was present, and he said something as to dropping the defendant a note.
Both Mr. Greathead and the defendant’s son were present.” :

It*was on account of the absence of Mr. Greathead and young Mr. Rumble that the case
had been adjourned, and Mr. Bovill stated that his client had obtained the attendance of both
these gentlemen, and they were ready to be examined.

The solicitor general then proceeded with the case for the Crown.

The next witness called was one Bailey, a boiler-maker, who had been engaged for the
Rappahannock at Sheerness, and stated that he and one Gifford and seven others went with
eone Bagshawe (who, it turned out, was a leading boiler-maker in Sheerness dock-yard) to
Rumble’s house, and that Bagshawe went in and came out with some bank notes, which he
gave to Gifford, who distributed them among the men to pay their expenses, and they went
to Calais. He said he saw Mr. Rumble on board the boat on the passage to Calais. They
arrived at Calais at night, and then went on board the Victor, or Rappahannock, as she was
then called, and he worked on the tubes of the boilers, the chief engineer (Ferguson) setting
him to work and directing him. He only went, he said, to repair the boilers, and then to go
‘back. He remained on board three days, and then returned, and he did not see Mr. Rumble
on board. He left, he said, because, *‘ he did not like the ship’s provisions.” He then saw
Mr. Rumble at Dover, who asked him why he came back, and witness told him, upon which
Mr. Rumble said he thought he was foolish for coming back, and asked him if he would
return to the ship, to which witness answered that he would not, as the *‘job did not seem
satisfactory ;’’ and as he again mentioned the provisions, Mr. Rumble said that if he liked
to go back he should have £10 for fresh provisions. Witness still refused, and went back to
Sheerness, and did not return to Calais. The cross-examination of this witness was directed
mainly to show that the party with whom he went were all boiler-makers, and the witness
said that they were, in fact, a *‘ gang of boiler-malkers who went over for a job,” Gifford being
their ‘‘leading man.” It appeared that the boilers were in a very bad state, and to compleie
the job would take about two months’ time. And it was elicited that Bagshawe was and is
leading boiler-maker in Sheerness dock-yard, and knew witness and the other boiler-makers,
most of whom had worked in the yard; and it appeared that witness was now working in
‘Woolwich dock-yard. It was elicited that some one had taken the witness to the American
consul after his return from Calais, and being asked who took him there, he said he did not
know him, but he was a *‘ gray-whiskered man, whose name was Spencer,” and who treated
him to drink and gave him a sovereign. There was also a good deal of cross examination
about one O’Kelly, who, it appeared, had treated the witness and others of the men a good
deal. In conclusion, it was elicited that Bagshawe was at the inquiry at Sittingbourne, but
that he had not been seen here to-day.

The next witness was one Thomas Keppell, an assistant carpenter, who stated that in Oc-
tober last, from information he had received, he went to the house of Mr. Rumble, and said
. he anderstood that the defendant wanted men for the Scylla (as she was then called, ) and the

defendant said she was bound for China, and witness could go as steward, and atterwards
the defendant sent him on board, telling him to go on boeard, and that defendant would meet
him there, as he did, and introduced him to one Mr. Ramsay; who was then understood to be
captain, as ‘‘his” steward. (It was not quite clear what this meant—whether Rumble’s or
Ramsay’s.) The defendant, he said, came on board daily at Sheerness, often accompanied
by Mr. Greathead, who was in the government service. Mr. Rumble was merely acting, he
said, ‘‘as a kind of sh%ipping master.” The ship, he said, went away in a hurry.

. Mr. BoviLL objected. She was to go on Wednesday, and she went on Tuesday night.

The witness went on to state that she went away late—half past eleven at night, and there
was great confusion on board.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. How long before did you know she was going?

‘WITNESS. Notuntil we were all ¢‘piped on deck.” He went on to say that the police had
been on board that day, and that Mr. Rumble also had been there; and he had given orders
and acted as master, but not that witness heard that day.

The LorRD CHIEF JUSTICE. What did the police come on board for?

WITNESS. To see if there were any government stores on board. He went on to say that
Mr. Rumble used to give orders as to the management of the vessel, and was there the very
evening she started, and only about an hour or so before she started. She was towed out, he
said, by a governmert steamer and a private steamer. The government tug was one used at
the dock-yard. The vessel went out of Sheerness harbor about midnight, and stayed at
Dover, and next day went to Calais, and when in sight of Calais hoisted the confederate
flag; and the old name Victor was painted out on its way, and the new name, the Rappahan-
nock, was painted on. He did not see Mr. Rumble at Calais for several weeks, but then saw
him on board the vessel, along with Mr. Ramsay, who was in a gray uniform, and was in
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command of the vessel until Captain Campbell came, who then assumed the command, and
it was said that the vessel was to be a ** Confederate States steamer”—*‘a war steamer,’” and
witness then signed articles.

In cross-examination the witness said he had wished to go to China, and thought he was

oing there. :
& Thg;z Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. That is, when you were firstfengaged? You did not think
that when you signed articles? :

WITNESS. No. e went on to say that the confederate flag was made in the course of tBe
voyage to Calais, and it was made by one of the men who had been a government rigger.
He further repeated that a government tug helped to tow the vessel out, and that the master
rigger and other of the government officials had been busy in getting the vessel off, and that
nothing was said about her being a confederate war steamer until she “*sighted” Calais. And
until he signed articles he had no idea of enlisting in the confederate service.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. What? not when you saw the confederate flag flying, and
were told she was to be a confederate steamer?

WrirNESs. It was a matter of compulsion then. But before then I had no idea of going
into the confederate service. ‘'When he went on board he said Mr. Rumble saw Mr. Ramsay,
and introduced witness to him, saying, * Here is your steward.” . It was then elicited that
the witness had been at the American consul’s and had seen Kelly there.

Mr. BoviLL. How came you to go to the American consul’s?

WrTNESS. To make a statement,. :

Mr. BoviLL. How came you to go there to make a statement?

WiTNEss. I understood from some of the witnesses that it was the place to go to.

Mr. BoviLL. Did you hear that some of them had a sovereign? . .

WirNEss. No. That I will swear. It was further elicited that he asked for a ship, and
that this was one of his objects in going there; the other object was to mako a statement.
He was pressed as to which he did first—ask for a ship or make a statement, and whether hs
was not on the look-out for & ship. Several other men, he said, bad told him to go to the
American consul’s. He was pressed to name them, and mentioned Firth (one of the wit-
nesses) and Friend. It was elicited that witness had ‘‘treated” Kelly and been *treated »

him. '

Mr. BoviLL. Now, a word as to the time of the ship starting. Pray, is there anything
unusual in a ship starting at night?

WITNESS. No; but there was in that, though.

My, BoviLL, What time did she leave?

‘WITNESS. About midnight. o

Mr. BoviLL. Now, do you mean to say that Mr. Rumble was on board within an hour of
that time?

WITNESS. Yes, he was.

He was then pressed as to whether he had not on the preliminary inquiry stated that Mr.
Rumble left at five in the afternoon, and he admitted that he had, “and that he had not said
he ever returned. His statement, he said, was made at the American consul’s, when ons
Warner was there. He had been there several times, and always saw Warner there, a man
who had had his discharge from the dock-yard. Being pressed as to whether Mr. Rumble
had returned on the night of departure after 5 o’clock, he said he had; and being asked if he
had ever stated that before, he admitted that he had not. It was elicited that there was to be
8 lecture delivered that evening by Mr. Rumble, at Sheerness—a lecture on the Habits and
Customs of the Chinese. (A laugh.) It was again elicited that there wasa government tu
engaged when the vessel left Sheerness, although she was not attached to the vessel, &nﬁ
merely showed her the way, and this, he said, ‘“attracted his attention.”

It was elicited in the re-examination by the solicitor general that the government steanrer
was ‘‘two or three knots ahead of the vessel,” that is, he added, nine or ten yards. (A
laugh.) The other tug towed the vessel out; the government steamer ‘showed the way.”.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Why did you not, when you were at the American consul’s,
say that Mr. Rumble came back that night?

WiTNESS. Because I did not think of it. I did not think of it until this morning. He'
went below, where I was, and I saw him below. He returned again about ten o’clock,

The next witness was a man named Shaw, who stated he had gone to Mr. Rumble and
gaid, ‘‘I hear you are engaging stokers for the Victor,” (as the vessel was then called,) and
he answered, *‘Yes, she wants five or six stokers,” and he put questions to the witness as to
his having been to sea, &c., observing that the ship belonged to a friend of his, and that he
could not take upon himself to engage men then, but he did not think there would be any
difficulty about it, and that he and the others had bettet go on board and see the chief engi-

_peer, Mr. Ferguson. He afterwards went on board, with others, and saw Ramsay and Pearson,
ﬁ’erguson, a,ng afterwards saw Rumble, who asked what Ferguson had said, and added that he
. expected the owner there,” and afterwards he introduced the witness and another to Pearson,
eowner. Pearsonsaid ‘‘they would be under canvas two-thirds of .the way to China.” In
the result, the witness and several others agreed to join, and Rumble came and said he would
see to the remittance of wages to the men’s wives, adding, * There are other privileges and
ways of making money besides good pay;” and Pearson stated that they were- going on-a -
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trial trip; that there would be clothes served out to the men' before long. It appeared that
the men had pressed for higher wages than were offered, and got £6 or £7, or £7 10s., a
month, instead of £5; and Pearson told one of them not to say what he had, or they would
have half the people in Sheerness on board. There was ultimately, however, an altercation
between the men and Ramsay, and they declined to sign the articles, ‘‘seeing how things
were going on,” and they then left. They afterwards went to Mr, Rumble, who said, ‘‘ Now
I know what you men want, you would greatly oblige me by going away.”” They said,
““We don’t know whether we have done right or wrong, but thought we had better see you
for a little advice;” and he said, *‘I cannot instruct you privately, but you'll have instruc-.
tions both to your own satisfaction and more too, and you’d greatly oblige me by going
away.” In January (after the inquiry) they wrote a note to him, in which, it appeared,
they said that he did not engage them as firemen for the Rappahannock, and that the captain
was the only man they mage any agreement with; and tgey afterwards saw him, and he
asked them if such were their statements, which they would swear to, and they replied that
they were, and that *‘ they would swear it in the presence of two witnesses,”” named Parkes.
and Royston, (who were present,) and they, in the result, went away.

In cross-examination the witness said he had heard that men sometimes made money on
'voyaqes to China otherwise than by wages. And he was told that the vessel was going on
a trial trip, and he was only to be engaged for fourteen days, which would not suit him, and
therefore he declined to go.

The next witness was & man named Thompson, who, on the 27th of November, saw Mr.
Rumble at Sheerness, the ship having then gone away, and that, after having been engaged
for the ship—then at Calais—he was told %y Mr. Rumble, “‘You won’t want clothes; the
uniform is grai; there is plenty of cloth on board ship, and it can be made up there when
you get over there’”’—that is, at Calais. In the result the witness was not engaged, and in
January last year, (which was after the inquiry,) Mr. Rumble, the witness said, asked him
to write a note testifying that he (Rumble) had not engaged him, and he - afterwards got
them to acknowledge the note before the two persons mentioned by the last witness, Parkes
and Royston. The note which the witness had signed was produced, and ran thus, addressed
to Mr. Rumble: ‘‘We have not been engaged by you, or any one connected with her Ma-
jesty’s government, to serve on board the Rappahannock.” Mr. Rumble said, * Will you
swear to that?’ and he said he would.

Mr. BoviLL. That is, that the contents were true?

WITNESS. Noj; I did not mean that, although I said so.

Mr. BoviLL. Oh! then you sometimes say one thing and mean another?

" WITNESS. Not often.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. In this particular instance?’

‘WrrNess. I had a motive.

Mr. BoviLL., Oh! you sometimes have a motive for making your statements, have you

‘WITNEsSS. Nothing but the truth, I hope. Co

Mr. BoviLL. Oh! T dare say. We shall see. Pray, were you offered five hundred dol-
lars to make a certain statement? :

‘WiTNESS. No, never. Being pressed as to whether Warne had not offered him money,
he said ‘“No.” Being asked if he had not pressed Mr. Rumble for money, he said, ‘‘No.”
It was then elicited that he had been twice at the American consul’s, and met Warne there,
the man who had been discharged from the dock-yard. He said he went to the consul’s “‘to
make & statement.” Being further pressed, the witness went on to state that he had said
that he ¢“would tell no more lies about it, but would tell the truth,”

Mr. BoviLL. What! you had been telling lies, then?

‘WiITNESS. Yes, I had. .

Mr. BoviLL, Did not Mr. Rumble accuse you of telling lies?

‘WITNESS. Noj; I told lies in his favor. (Laughter.)

The witness went on to state that he had gone up to the consul’s with Hall and Shaw, and
they saw Warne and had dinner with him, and his expenses. He had heard that men had
money from Beardsall, who was a fitter in the dock-yard, and he himself had money from
Beardsall, which, as he understood, came from Mr. Rumble. A Being pressed further, he said
the note he had written to Mr. Rumble was a lie; and he heard from Mr. Rumble that any
man mixed up in the affair would be discharged from the dock-yard.

Mr. BovirLL. Well, you were asked if you could swear to that note, were you not, and
you said you could ? :

‘WITNESS. Yes; but it was all a lie, a bare-faced falsehood. (Laughter.) He said this
was before the preliminary inquiry.

The wife of the last witness was called to confirm him as to Rumble’s statement to him, in
her presence, that * there would be. plenty of cloth on board to make the gray uniforms.”

It was elicited in cross-examination that this witness had not been examined since ‘‘ & little
before Christmas,” the present trial having begun on the 5th of December.

The next witness was one Hall, a *‘ hammerman,” who stated that on the 16th of Novem-
ber he saw Rumble at Sheerness, who told him that he was engaging men for the Scylla, as
she was then called. He gave similar evidence to show as to the note he had signed, stating
that Mr. Rumble had not engaged or attempted to engage. In cross-examination the witness
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stated he had signed it, and had been asked if it was true, but he now said ‘it was all lies.”
‘When asked if he had been at the American consul’s the witness was silent, and it was not
until atter some time, during which he was again and again asked, that he answered that he
had been there.

Mr. BoviLL. Do you know how long you have been in answering that question ?

‘WITNESS. Three minutes.

Mr. BoviLLE. Why did you hesitate so long in answering ?

‘WITNESS. (After a pause.) I wanted to be certain ; it is so long ago.

Mr. BoviLL. So longago! You wanted to be certain. How came you to go there?

‘Witness said ¢‘ Through Beardsall ;” through what he said.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. Through what he said, do you mean; not by his direction ?

‘WITNESS. No; of my own accord.

Mr. BoviLL. Was your statement taken down ?

a Witness again hesitated some time, and then said it was. All their statements were taken
own. :

Mr. BoviLL. What made you hesitate ? ,

WITNESS. (Again hesitating.) Because I wanted to be certain that I understood you.

Being pressed as to how he came to go to the consul’s, he admitted that he had seen Warne
at Thompson’s before he had gone. Being asked if Warne had offered him $500 to make a
statement, he denied it, or that he had heard it rumored that Warne would give money for &
statement,

Mi. HARCOURT, inre-examination, desired to have it understood that it was not at Beard-
sall’s instigation the witness went to the consul’s, and proposed to examine into that point, but

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE said he thought this was sufficiently understood already, and it
need not be entered into further. ‘

A man named Newton was called to prove that at Calais, after Captain Campbell came on
board, he was called down into the cabin and paid by Ramsay, the defendant Mr. Rumble
being there at the time. Witness and others then went home.

It was elicited in cross-examination that Mrs. Rumble also was there,

In re-examination it was elicited that there were officers on board.

By the LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Some of them were in uniform ? .

It was farther elicited that then it was well known that the vessel was a confederate ship ;
and some of the men went away, and some remained.

The LorRD CHIEF JUSTICE. How long was Mr. Rumble on board ?

The witness could not say, not having seen him come or go.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. You saw officers, you say, some of them in uniform. When
did they come ? )

WITNESS, As soon as we got alongside at Calais.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. Did you take them as officers ?

WITNESS. Yes; they took charge of the ship, and acted as officers.

’ll;he %ORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Was the confederate flag flying at the time Mr. Rumble was
on board?

WirNess. Yes, it was.

At this point the court adjourned.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1258.] DeparTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 7, 1868.
Sir: It is a truism that in times of peace there are always instigators of war,
So soon as a war begins, there are citizens who impatiently demand negotiations
for peace. The advocates of war, after an agitation longer or shorter, generally
gain their fearful end, though the war declared is not unfrequently unnecessary
and unwise. So peace agitators, in time of war, ultimately bring about an
abandonment of the conflict~~sometimes without securing the advantages which -
were originally expected from the conflict.
" The agitators for war in time of peace, and for peace in time of war, are not
necessarily, or perhaps ordinarily, unpatriotic in their purposes or motives.
Results alone determine whether they are wise or unwise.” The treaty of peace
concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo was secured by an itregular negotiator under
the ban of the government. Some of the efforts which have been made to bring
about negotiations with a view to end our civil war are known to the whole
world, because they have employed foreign as well as domestic agents. Others,
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‘with whom you have had to deal confidentially, are known to yourself, although
they havé not publicly transpired. Other efforts have occurred here, which are
known ouly to the persons actually moving in them, and to this goverament. I
am now to give you, for your information, an account of an affair of the same
general character, which recently received much attention here, and which
doubtless will excite inquiry abroad.

A few days ago Francis P. Blair, esq., of Maryland, obtained from the Presi-
dent a simple leave to pass through our military lines, without definite views
known to the government. Mr. Blair visited Richmond, and on his return he
showed to the President a letter which Jefferson Davis had written to Mr.
Blair, in which Davis wrote that Mr. Blair was at liberty to say to President
Lincoln that Davis was now, as he had always been, willing to send commis-
sioners, if assured they would be received, or to receive any that should be
sent; that he was not disposed to find obstacles in forms. He would send com-
missioners to confer with the President with a view to a restoration of peace
between the two countries if he could be assured they would be received. The
President thereupon, on the 18th of January, addressed a note to Mr. Blair, in
which the President, after acknowledging that he had read the note of Mr.
Davis, said that he was, is, and always should be willing to receive any agent
that Mr. Davis or any other influential person now actually resisting the
authority of the government might send to eonfer informally with the President
with a view to the restoration of peace to-the people of our one common country.
Mr. Blair visited Richmond with his letter, and then again came back to Wash-
ington. On the 29th instant we were advised from the camp of Lieutenant
General Grant, that Alexander H. Stephens, R. M. T. Hunter, and John A.
Campbell were applying for leave to pass through the lines to Washington as
peace commissioners to confer with the President. They were permitted by the
Lieutenant Greneral to come to his headquarters to await there the decision of the
President. Major Eckert was sent down to meet the party from Richmond at
Greneral Grant’s headquarters. The major was directed to deliver to them a
copy of the President’s letter to Mr. Blair, with a note to be addressed to them
and signed by the major, in which they were directly informed that if they
should be allowed to pass our lines, they would be understood as coming for an
informal conference upon the basis of the aforenamed letter of the 18th of Jan-
uary to Mr. Blair. If they should express their assent to this condition in
writing, then Major Eckert was directed to give them safe conduct to Fortress
Monroe, where a person coming from the President would meet them. It being
thought probable, from a report of their conversation with Lieutenant General
Grant, that the Richmond party would in the manner prescribed accept the con-
dition mentioned, the Secretary of State was charged by the President with the
duty of representing this government in the expected informal conference. The
Secretary arrived at Fortress Monroe in the night of the 1st day of February.
Major Eckert met him in the morning of the 2d of February with the informa.
tion that the persons who had come from Richmond had not accepted in writing
the condition upon which he was allowed to give them conduct to Fortress
Mounroe The major had given the same information by telegraph to the Presi-
dent at Washington. On receiving this information, the President prepared a
telegram directing the Secretary to return to Washington. The Secretary was
preparing at the same moment to so return without waiting for instructions from
the President. But at this juncture Lieutenant General Grant telegraphed to
the Secretary of War, as well as to the Secretary of State, that the party from
Richmond had reconsidered and accepted the conditions tendered them through
Major Eckert; and General Grant urgently advised the President to confer in
person with the Richmond party.

Under these circumstances the Secretary, by the President’s direction, re-
mained at Fortress Monroe, and the President joined him there on the night of

9DcC :
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the 2d of February. The Richmond party was brought down the James river
in a United States steam transport gnring the day, and the transport was
anchored at Hampton roads.

On the morning of the 3d the President, attended by the Seeretary, received
Messrs. Stephens, Hunter, and Campbell on board the United States steam trans-
port “ River Queen” in Hampton roads. The conference was altogether in-
formal. = There was no attendance of secretaries, clerks, or other witnesses.
Nothing was written or read. The conversation, although earnest and free, was
calm and courteous and kind on both sides. The Richmond party approached
the discussion rather indirectly, and at no time did they either make categorical
demands or tender formal stipulations or absolute refusals. Nevertheless, dur-
ing the conference, which lasted four hours, the several points at issue between
the government and the insurgents were distinctly raised and discussed fully,
intelligently, and in an amicable spirit. What the insurgent party seemed
chiefly to favor was a postponement of the question of separation, upon which
the war is waged, and a mutual direction of efforts of the government, as well
ag those of the insurgents, to some extrinsic policy or scheme for a season, dur-
ing which passions might be expected to subside, and the armies be reduced,
and trade and intercourse between the people of both sections resumed. It was
suggested by them that through such postponement we might now have imme-
diate peace, with some not very certain prospect of an ultimate satisfactory
adjustment of political relations between this goverament and the States, sec-
tion, er people now engaged in conflict with it.

This suggestion, though deliberately considered, was nevertheless regarded
by the President as one of armistice or truce, and he announced that we can
agree to no cessation or suspension of hostilities, except on the basis of the dis-
bandment of the insurgent forces, and the restoration of the national authority
throughout all the States in the Union. Collaterally, and in subordination to
the proposition that was thus announced, the ‘anti-slavery policy of the United -
States was reviewed in all its bearings, and the President announced that he
must not be expected to depart from the positions he had heretofore assumed in
his proclamation of emancipation and other documents, as these positions were
reiterated in his last annual message. It was further declared, by the President,
that the complete restoration of the national authority was an indispensable
condition of any assent on our part to whatever form of peace might be proposed.
The President assured the other party that while he must adhere to these posi- -
tions, he would be prepared, so far as power is lodged with the Executive, to
exercige liberality. His power, however, is limited by the Constitution. And
when peace should be made, Congress must necessarily act in regard to appro-
priations of money, and to the admission of representatives from the insurrec-
tionary States. The Richmond party were then informed that Congress had,
on the 31st ultimo, adopted, by a constitutional majority, a joint resolution
submitting t6 the several States the proposition to abolish slavery throughout
the Union, and that there is every reason to expect that it will be soon accepted
by three-fourths of the States, so as to become a part of the national organic
law. The conference came to an end by mutual acquiescence, without pro-
ducing an agreement of views upon the several matters discussed, or any of
them. Nevertheless, it is perhaps of some importance that we have been able
to submit our opinions and views directly to prominent insurgents, and to hear
them in answer, in a courteous and not unfriendly manner.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, »
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
OnaRLEs Francis Apawms, Esq., §c., §c., &e.
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Mr. Seward to Mr. AJams.

No. 1259.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
' Washington, February 7, 1865.

Sir: We have unofficial information, which seems reliable, that the insurgents
_ are evacuating Mobile and falling back towards Selma.

Through insurgent channels we learn that a column of General Sherman’s
army has passed Murphy’s swamp, and arrived, unopposed, within twenty miles
of Branchville; that another column is threatening Augusta; while a third de-
tachment has passed up the North Edisto river, and is threatening Charleston.
Re-enforcements are now reaching General Terry, and we may soon expect to

hear of effective operations against Wilmington.
" In a recent cavalry skirmish, at Moorfield, in Western Virginia, Harry Gil-
mout, the noted renegade partisan, who led the cavalry raid into Maryland last
July, was captured.

The Senate’s resolution which has so long been pending in Congiess, and
which submits to the States an amendment of the federal Constitution abolish-
ing slavery throughout the whole republic, was, on the 21st ultimo, formally
passed in the House of Representatives by a constitutional majority of two-thirds
of the whole House, and was immediately made known to the States. It has
received the assent of several of them already, and sooner or later it will doubt-
less become a part of the national organic-law.

I am, sir, your obedient servant, :
: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
COnarLEs Francis Apams, Esq., ‘

&c., &c., &c., London.

(Same, mutatis mutandss, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1261.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 7, 1865.

Str: Your despatch of the 19th ultimo, No. 857, has been received. Your
proceedings, related therein, are approved. It is left entirely to your discretion
to decide upon the course to be pursued in regard to the prosecutions to which
you refer.

1 am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

~

OuarLEs Francis Apawms, §c., dc., §e.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 870.] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, February 9, 1865.

Sir: T have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the department,.
numbered from 1240 to 1246, inclusive, as well as four printed copies'of the
claims convention between the United States and the repull,)lic of Ecuador.

The only event of the past week was the assembly of Parliament on Tuesday.
I have the honor to transmit a copy of the Queen’s speech. The debates on the
address were languid in both houses. I send a copy of the Times of the 8th
instant, containing a report of them. The only speeches of interest to us were
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those of Lord Derby and Lord Russell. The former, unhappily, betrays the
loose manner in which he keeps himself informed of the facts occurring in
America. That of the latter is in a better spirit, and less hampered with quali-
fications than heretofore. You will not fail to note the impression of large im-
pending claims for damages betrayed by him. I have reason to believe that this
idea prevails rather generally. This uneasiness is increased by the notices un-
derstood to be about to be given of the termination of various existing treaty
engagements. The insurgent emissaries and their friends are busy fanning the
notion that this is a prelude to war the moment our domestic dificulties are |
over. They even go so far as to affirm that they, if forced back into the Union, -
will be the first to advocate the policy. The motive of this is apparent enough.
A general consciousness that there has been some good ground for complaint is -
easily worked upon to stimulate suspicion. I have atno time since the happen-
ing of the Trent case perceived a more general restlessness and distrust. I feel
it my duty to dwell on this subject a little, in order that the government may
be in a better position to adapt itself to this new game of tactics. In the pecu-
liar condition of Parliament, where members are anxious not to commit them-
selves hastily to any sentiments that may embarrass them in their elections, it is
not probable that this feeling will find very free vent. Yet I know that it exists, -
-and would be brought out by any extraordinary event to encourage it.
I have the honor to be, &ir, your obedient servant, . o
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[From the London Times of February 8, 1865. 3
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

HousE oF Lorps, Tuesday, February 7.

Parliament was opened to-day with all the solemnity to be conferred on it by a ceremonial
which was robbed of its chief pomp and circumstance by the absence of the chief actor, * * * *

As the clock struck 2 the lord chancellor entered the house from below the bar, preceded
by the mace and the great seal, and was immediately joined by the other commissioners,
who were the Duke of Somerset, the lord steward, (Earl of St. Germans, ) the lord cham-
berlain, (Lord Sydney,) and Lord Stanley of Alderley. When their lordships had taken.
their seats the black rod was directed to summons the commons, and then occurred another -
interval of silence and suspense, which was speedily broken by the noise which announces.
that her Majesty’s faithful commons are approaching. In a few minutes the speaker made
his appearance at the bar, having his sergeant-ut-arms, without the mace, on one side, and
the black rod on the other, and followed hy & large' number of members, who filled all the
open space below the bar.

The royal commission was read bg' the clerk at the table, and the lord chancellor, with
his usual distinct enunciation, read the following gracious speech : .

““MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN : We are commanded to assure you that her Majesty has
great satisfaction in recurrin, a%ain to the advice and assistance of her Parliament.

**The negotiations in which the Emperor of Austria and the King of Prussia were engaged
with the King of Denmark were brought to a conclusion by a treaty of peace; and the com-
munications which her Majesty receives from foreign powers lead her to entertain a well-
founded hope that no renewed disturbance of the peace of Europe is to be apprehended.

¢“The civil war in North America still unhappily continues. ~ Her Majesty remains stead-
fastly neutral between the contending parties, and would rejoice at a friendly reconciliation
between them. )

‘* A Japanese daimio, in rebellion against his sovereign, infringed the rights accorded by
treaty to Great Britain and to certain other powers, and the Japanese government having
failed to compel him to desist from his lawless proceedin 8, the diplomatic agents and the
naval commanders of Great Britain, France, the Netherlan s, and the United States of North
America undertook a combined operation for the purpose of asserting the rights which their
respective governments have obtained by treaty. ~That operation has been attended with
complete success, and the result has afforded security for foreign commgrce and additional
,‘strerigth to the iovernment of Japan, with which the relations of her Majesty are friendly.

‘“‘Papers on this subject will be laid before you.” )

* * : “+ * * * * Lo
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THE ADDRESS.

The lord- chancellor having read her Majesty’s gracious speech, '

The EARL OF CHARLEMONT said: In rising to move that an humble address be presented
to her Majesty in reply to the gracious speech from the Throne, I have to claim the indul-
gence always granted to those who address your lordships’ house for the first time, and in
my case I may not unfairly add, that being but recently a member of this house of Parlia~
ment, I have had small opportunity of becoming acquainted with its forms or procedure.
If, therefore, anything may fall from me not in accordance with the rules or jpractice of your
lordships’ house, I hope such may be attributed to my inexperience and want of confidence
rather than to intention or neglect. My lords, the speech that has been read ftom the wool-
sack, and upon which (in the unexpected but unavoidable absence of the noble duké who
was to have moved this address) it becomes my duty to remark, is singularly free from any
subject or matter but such as must be sources of congratulation and satisfaction. We are
happily at peace with the civilized world, and there seems no reason to apprehend any rup-
ture of our friendly relations with other states. * * *ook * Though peace
now prevails in Europe, the most gigantic and devastating war of modern times continues
in America, and there, too; in spite of occasional difficulties consequent on the interpretation
of international law, no deviation has been made in the rule of neutral policy determined
upon by this country. Within the last few days intelligence certainly has reached us that
a&otds some hopes of a cessation of hostilities. However that may be, the continuance of
this fratricidal contest cannot but be a matter of the deepest regret and concern to this coun-
try. The friendship of a great people belonging to a stock and source common to ourselves
must ever be of the greatest importance to us. The relations of trade are so enormous, and
the requirements of supply and demand between the two countries so mutual, that the more
the question is considered the more the termination of this war is to be desired. In India a
necessary-expedition has been undertaken to punish outrages committed on her Majesty’s
subjects, and to protect the frontier and to assist our neighboring allies. In Japan a suc-
cessful operation has been performed by our naval forces in those seas. A rebellious native
prince has been brought under subjection to his sovereign, and obliged to conform to the
terms of the treaties entered upon between the government of Japan and the maritime
powers. In this operation the ships of the other powers—France, the Netherlands, and, I
am glad to see, the United States of America—took part. = * * * # * M
lords, among the many causes for thankfulness and congratulation the generally satis-
factory condition of the country as to trade and revenue is, perhaps, of first importance. I
am afraid to state what I believe the progress and accumulation of wealth during the last
twelve months has reached to; but I am sure, from the information afforded me from various
quarters, that the returns will prove favorable beyond precedent. Never, in spite of great
financial pressure and much undue speculation, has such an extent of trade met with a
perallel. The exports from England and Ireland for 1864 amounted to over one hundred and
sixty-three millions. And-in addition to this the distress in Lancashire has diminished,
though I greatly fear that as long as the American war continues, some considerable amount:
of distress must prevail. The reports favorable to peace of to-day may to-motrow be con-
tradicted; and it is impossible to foresee what a month hence the aspect of affairs may be.
Still there seems reason to hope that along with the abundant stock of cotton now in this
country, or on its way to England, there will be employment for a considerable time for
those dependent upon that industry. Butso long as the price of cotton remains so uncer-
tain there is always danger of the mills being closed, or only working at short time. The
cotton which has reache%l us from Egypt and Brazil, and other foreign countries, has been
largely supplemented by importations from India and the East, even, I understand, from
Japan, thus adding to the wealth of our Indian empire, and extending our trade relations
with other countries. * * * * *

The EARL OF DERBY rose and said: My lords, were it not that I hardly think it quite de--
corous that the address moved and seconded by the noble lords who have just spoken should be
passed without any further notice, I should scarcely have deemed it necessary to trouble you.
with a single observation on.a speech so entirely innocuous as that to which we have to-day
all given such placid attentiont. [‘ Hear, hear,” and a laugh.] That speech, indeed, is one
of just such a character as might naturally have been expected to be addressed by an aged
minister to a moribund Parliament. [Laughter.] The days of the Parliament are numbered.
No medical skill or science can prolong its existence beyond a period of a very few weeks.
Its condition, as far as protracting its life is concerned, is absolutely hopeless. All that the
most eminent physicians can do for it is to take care that its dying moments are disturbed:
by no unnecessary excitement, that nothing may disquiet its last hours, and that it may be-
supplied with just so much gentle occupation as may tranquilly engage its thoughts..
[Laughter.] The physicians, of course, will continue to hold their formal consultations on
the state of the patient, receive theiy accustomed fees, [remewed laughter,] and waft it
serenely towards its final rest. It is true we have heard it said that there are some ardent
attendants on the patient who are desirous of trying a more vigorous mode of treatment; and:
I am not quite sure that I did not gather from the noble lord who seconded the address an:
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expression of regret that some more active treatment was not adopted than the homeeopathic
methods pursued by her Majesty’s ministers. [‘‘Hear, hear,” and laughter.] I believe that
some of those ardent spirits advise a recourse to galvanic action, in order that, if possible, by
an electric shock those energies may be roused which have for some considerable time been
dormant. But the more experienced physicians, looking to the peculiar condition of the
patient, and remembering the effect of fgrmer expedients, feel that such a shock might be too
much for its feeble constitution, and that it is not unlikely the attempt to infuse fresh vigor
into its system would precipitate such a crisis as they undoubtedly have no wish to bring
about. ECheers and laughter.] Another reason for caution on the part of those who pre~
seribe for the patient is that his estate is not entailed, and it is exceedingly probable that
when the inevitable dissolution takes place there may be a disputed succession, which may
not only give a good deal of employment to the gentlemen of the long robe, but lead to
awkward results to those now in close attendance at the sick-bed. [Cheers and laughter.}
I therefore, my lords, congratulate her Majesty’s government on putting into the mouth of
the royal commissioners a speech so admirably adapted to their own ];lzosition. and to that of
the Parliament to which it is addressed. I am sure there is nothing that threatens the feeble
constitution of the Eatient, nothing that can occasion it any unnecessary excitement, and
nothing—as far as the speech is concerned—which should tend to accelerate the inevitable
stroke that awaits the Parliament in a very brief period. I don’t, however, wish to say by
any means that there are not touched in the course of this speech some subjects of consider-
able importance, both as regards foreign and domestic policy, and also as regards the past,
the present, and the future. But those subjects, of no -small interest though they be, as far
as respects the past and the present, are so dealt with as not to call for any expression of
opinion or any judgment on their merits from your lordships, And, looking to the legisla-
tion shadowed f%rth, it is certainly not of such a character as to provoke any violent or party
controversy, or raise any ireat or animated political contest. I confess, my lords, on turning
to the first paragraph of the speech, over which I desire to pass r&gidly and lightly, it alludes
to & state o? things to which, I think, no Englishman can look back without considerable
regret, or without some feeling of humiliation. I will not follow the noble lord who seconded
the address by entering into any speculations as to the possible complications which may
ensue from that state of things; and I will characterize by no epithet of mine neither that
peace which has been the result of these negotiations, ner the conduct of the united powers
by which its conditions were dictated. It is satisfactory, my lords, to know, from the assur-
ances received by the government that among the complications which may arise in connexien
with the ultimate disposal of the subjugated provinces there is no ground for apprehending
that great ealamity, a general disturbance of the peace of Europe. [Hear, hear.ﬁ’ My lords,--
there are one or two points connected with foreign affairs on which I could have desired that
the speech had been less reticent. I should have been glad, for example, if we had been
furnished with some information as to the state of our relations with the Emperor of Brazil.
[Hear, hear.] It is true that Brazil is not a first-rate power, nor one from which we can
apprehend any serious opposition; but, at the same time, it is not a matter of absolute indif-
ference to us that we should continue in a state of protracted alienation from a country which
had always hitherto been on friendly terms with us, with which we have very large commer--
cial relations, and with which it is our interest in every respect to have a good understanding.
And I am compelled to say that for the differences which have existed between us and that
state the main portion of the blame rests upon the conduct of the British government, and I
should be exceedingly glad if the noble lord the foreign secretary, whether by mediation or
otherwise, has taken steps for putting an end to this unfortunate estrangement. ~ I am anxious,
therefore, to hear some account from him of the state of our relations with Brazil, and of what
may have been done towards restoring that good understanding with it'which is so desirable
for the interest of both countries. [Hear, hear.] I pass by that most unfortunate civil war
in New Zealand—for such it amounts to—without expressing any opinion on the merits or
demerits of that question. It is, at all events, a war of the most lamentable character, and
every one must feel it desirable that an end should be put to it as soon as possible. Nor will
I refer to the engagement with the daimio in Japan, who, in opposition, it appears, to the
%{overnment of his country, had ventured to provoke the hostility of all the navies of Europe.
either do I wish to dwell on another little civil war, with respect to which her Majesty’s
government have not furnished information as to whom the parties are. 'We learn from her
Majesty’s message that the condition of India is generally satisfactory; but, nevertheless, we
are informed that °‘long-continued outrages on the persons and property of subjects of her
Majesty, and for which no redress could be had, have rendered it necessary to employ a force
toﬁobtain satisfaction for the past and security for the future.” Who the party is against-
whom these steps have been taken, from whom redress is to be obtained, what injury has
been sustained, we may conjecture and collect from the examination of other documents;
but, as far as the Queen’s message is concerned, the country is left in the dark as to the party
with whom we are at war in India. [‘‘Hear, hear,” and laughter.] It is unfortunate to find
that the civil war still continues in America; and I join,in the expression of a hope, which Iam
sure every person in this country would rejoice to see realized, that there might be an early
cessation of that deplorable contest, [Hear, hear.] It is now nearly three years since the
secretary of state for foreign affairs, following in the wake of Mr. Seward, announced that he
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had every reason to suppose that another month would see the conclusion of the hostilities in
America. Three years have gone, and yet those hostilities are carried on with more than usual,
I might almost say, savagery; but, at any rate, spreading desolation over large tracts of
country, destroying the property of peaceable inhabitants, and tending to embitter and en-
venom the hatred between the people of the two sections of America to such an extent as, in
my opinion, will render future reconcilement impossible, 8o that the only practicable result
would be the separation of the two Iportions of the country, or the entire subjugation of the
one by the other. [Hear, hear.] It is impossible that every one must not earnestly desire
any step to be taken that may lead to a possibility of reconciliation, or to a termination of
the war. At the same time I am not one in the least disposed to move from the position of
neutrality professed, and, I hope, maintained by her Majesty’s government; but I confess I
look with great anxiety and no little apprehension to some symptoms which appear to me to
show that that neutrality has not been received by the party to whom unquestionably it has
been most favorable with that good will and gratitude to which I think it was fairly entitled.
{Hear, hear.] I do not now refer to expressions published in federal newspapers, or made
use of by individuals, or to language in despatches of an official character addressed, to au-
thorities in America with respect to this country, which; under ordinary circumstances, could
bardly be regarded as otherwise than provocative of hostility; but to two measures which
have Teceived the sanction of the Senate of the United States—one for giving notice of the
termination of the treaty of reciprocity with Canada, and the other for giving the still more
important notice for the termination of that treaty, by which the force on the lakes is re-
strained and limited. Of these two measures it is impossible not to say that they are both
adopted in a spirit of hostility towards this country. [Hear, hear.] One of them throws
open questions of the most delicate and difficult c{a.racter. The American people have de-
rived, as they do not deny, great commercial advantages from the reciprocity treaty, and its
termination js advocated only on the avowed ground that Canada derives still greater ad-
vantages. One effect of the termination of that treaty would be, if I am not mistaken, that
the whole of the complicated question of the fisheries, from the settlement of which the United
States have derived incalculable advantage, would at once be thrown open. [Hear, hear.]
Iam old enough to remember what serious complications and difficulties questions connected
with- the fisheries occasioned, and how near to the point of war they led thig country and the
United States; and now all these questions are gratuitously, and apparently withous the
slightest reason, thrown open, at the risk and danger of war—than which nothing could be
mare deplorable—between this country and the United States. [Hear, hear.] Itisnota
little significant, too, that at the same time when the abrogation of this commercial treaty
lays open all these points of danger and difficulty, there is another step taken to abrogate
“another treaty. For a long period the lakes have served as the means of peaceful and profit-
able commerce between the two countries lying alongside each other; but I can recollect &
period in the late American war when.there was a race of ship-building on the two sides of
the lakes, and when the party obtaining the supremacy in that matter ained the control of
the lakes. [Hear, hear.] That state of things was put an end to by t%e treaty ; but now
America is the party who, without the slightest provocation or ground, breaks through that
treaty and declares an intention of increasing its force on the lakes, thus rendering it neces-
sary on the part of this country to take corresponding measures, [Hear, hear.] I do not
ask the government what steps they have taken, but I do say this, that they will be deeply
responsible if they are not awake to the peril in which the country is placed by these two acts
of the American government, followed up by an intention to employ & preponderating force
on the lakes. That force can only be for aggression; for to speak of an attack by Canada
upon the United States is to speak of a physical impossibilit%. Canada has a long frontier,
peculiarly open to aggression, being accessible by water as by land, and unless you have a
ﬁrepdndera.ting power on ‘the lakes, but, above all, if you allow the neighboring power to
ave a preponderating force there, you place Canada at the disposal of the United States.
[Hear, hear.] Under these circumstances I see with additional satisfaction the announce-
ment of a contemplated important step—I mean the proposed federation of the British Ameri-
can provinces. [Hear, hear.] Ihope I may regard that federation as a measure tending
to constitute a power strong enough, with the aid of this country—which I trust may never
be withdrawn from those provinces—to acquire an importance which, separately, they could
not obtain. [Hear, hear.] If I saw in this federation a desire to separate from this country,
I should think it a matter of much more doubtful policy and advantage; but I perceive, with
satisfaction, that no such wish is entertained. Perhaps it is premature to discuss at present
resolutions not yet submitted to the different provincial legislatures, but I hope I see in the
terms of that federation an earnest desire on the part of the provinces to maintain for them-
selves the blessing of the connexion with this country, and a determined and deliberate pref-
erence for monarchical over republican institutions. [Hear, hear.] Adverting to the state
of affairs at home, it is gratifying, no doubt, to be assured by her Majesty’s government that
the %fneral condition of the country is satisfactory. Her Majesty’s speech then goes on to
speak of the distress prevailing in the manufacturing distriets. Unfortunately, the state of
my health has not enabled me to give to the matter the attention I could have desired, but
from the reports I have received from time to time there appears no question that the distress
has generally abated. We have seen the worst of the crisis, [hear, hear, ] and we may now
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look forward to a return of prosperity, with some fluctuations no doubt, in those districts.
[Hear.] Her Majesty’s speech refers to the useful results derived from the act for the encourage-
ment of public works. I am not about to deny that many useful results have proceeded from
that act; that many works were undertaken and much employment afforded under it; but I're-
gret tosay that the persons deriving the greatest advantage from the application of the act did not
elong to the class it was intended to benefit. The agvantagé derived by the cotton opera-
tives was infinitesimally small, though, no doubt, they gained an advantage from the general
benefit given to trade. = With every desire to carry on works which would be of benefit to
the community, I think the poor-law board were hasty in accepting proposals—at least, I
am acquainted with some singular instances of the kind—for works which required a large
amount of skilled labor and an infinitesimally small proportion of that unskilled labor, which
it was the principal object to employ. [Hear.] I confess that I was not able to follow the
details brought forward by the noble mover of the address, and the statistics by which he
proved to his own satisfaction, and no doubt to the satisfaction of those who heard him, the
increasing prosperity of Ireland. The patriotism of the noble earl undoubtedly led him to
give to the subject a larger amount of attention than is consistent with the space assigned
to it in the Queen’s speech, though not larger than the importance of the subject well de-
serves ; and I am sure your lordships will be gratified to hear from his own personal expe-
rience a confirmation of the statement that %reland is really becoming more prosperous.
[Hear.] I will not comment u})on the domestic legislation which we are promised in' the
course of the present session. 1t may be of a very useful, it certainly is not of a very ex-
citing, character ; and, with regard to any measures of the kind which may be proposed, I
am sure that your lordships, without distinction of party, will endeavor to remedy existing
evils. There is one subject as to which I regret that legislation is intended—I mean the re-
port of the commissioners of public schools. ~That report was a very valuable one, and con-
tained an immense mass of useful information, with some practical suggestions. Perhaps,
in the presence of my noble friend opposite, (the Earl of Clarendon,) who was a distin- .
guished member of the commission, I should not say—

*‘Sunt bona, sunt qusedam mediocria, sunt mala plura

“ Quee legis.”
[Laughter.] But this I will say, that those suggestions in the report require earnest and
careful attention. I think, moreover, it would have been very desirable that another year
should be given to enable the governing bodies of the public schools concerned to take into
consideration the recommendations of the commissioners, and see what portion of them they
could, with advantage to the institutions over which they preside, of their own accord in-
troduce. [Hear, hear.] I am sure that voluntary amendments on the part of the authori-
ties- would be likely to prove more satisfacotry in their working than those forced upon them
by parliamentary legislation. Moreover, my own opinion is, that while aiming at theoreti-
cal excellence and proposing schemes which' look extremely well upon paper, the result may
be to introduce in practice a state of things which will not work as satisfactoril , and will
not, on the whole, be as productive of good results as even the existing state of public schools,
with all their faults, much less the state of those schools if reforms were introduced by the
voluntary action of the authorities. [Hear.] I need not say that I have no intention of
offending any opposition to the address, which, like the speech, offending no prejudices,
calling for no declaration of opinion, and being perfectly innocuous in itself, will command,
if not the hearty, at least the unanimous assent of your lordships. [Chéers.]

EARL GRANVILLE. I am happy to find that the speech of my noble friend answers so well
to his description of the address—that it is extremely innocuous, and renders my task in fol-
lowing him comparatively an easy one. My noble friend is not one to let an opportunity
pass; and we may safely assume, therefore, that if he attacked nothing, there was nothing
he could attack with justice, and that though so cunning of fence, he could discover no
weak joint in our harness. The noble earl has displayed Exroughout a good humor and a
kindness which I cannot but appreciate; and I am sure that your lordships will rejoice that
he is here among us in recovered health and apparently so strong and well. [Cheers.] It
occurred to me that that recovery might be one reason for my noble friend’s good humor,
and that a second might be thegreat literary success he has lately achieved, as to which I
am sure there is not one of your lordships who does not feel pride and satisfaction at the ad-
ditional lustre which has been given to tﬁis house by one who is certainly among its brightest
ornaments. [Cheers.] It turns out, however, that these were not the reasons why m{
noble friend was so good-humored, congratulating the house that this was a round speec.
adapted to a round hole, but that his satistaction arose from the fact that he hopes to lie quiet
for a few months, tranquilly expecting that the next Parliament will see him wafted into
office and enjoying the sweets which come with office. The noble earl, in short, is ready
just now to forgive us all our faults, because, to quote the very terse words of his own trans-
lation, he looks

*“To fill his coffers with the spoils of war.”

[Hear, hear, and laughter.]The noble earl’s speech really requires very little answer. He
touched lightly upon the termination of & war which while it continued. was very painfully
felt in this country ; and with regard to- certain little wars of our own, I am glad that he

.
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finds no fault with the eminently successful expedition in Japan, which will, I hope, in-
sure for us very considerable advantages in that country. The noble earl also abstained
from any ecriticism with regard to the-war in New Zealand. Now, I am sure that her
Majesty’s government feel as deeply as any person their responsibility as to that war. We
believe that the war hag now arrived very nearly at a conclusion, and the only object of the
government has been to bring it to such an end as to show the natives the superior power of
this country, and to insure a peace which will give safety to the colonists, while affording to
the natives guarantees for all their just rights. By an omission in the speech, the locality of
the war in Bhootan has certainly not been very accurately defined; but it is impossible to
deny that it is a just and a necessary war. :

The EARL of DERBY. I did not know what it was all about. [Laughter. ]

EARL GRANVILLE. There are certain districts called the dooars, which belong partly to
the natives and partly to her Majesty’s government. For many years it has been the con-
stant practice of the mountain tribes to pour down from their fastnesses and carry off into
slavery men and women, the subjects of her Majesty. Mission after mission has been sent
with a view to put an end to this state of things, but in vain, and Mr. Eden not only entirely
failed in obtaining reparation, but suffered injury in health, and hardly escaped with life.

. An expedition was therefore sent ; two forts were evacuated, and one was taken with hardly
any loss beyond that inflicted by an accidental explosion in our own lines. We now hold
those forts, and intend so to hold them, taking precautions, at the same time, against similar
aggression. Among the other subjects on which the noble earl dilated was that of the sever-
ance of diplomatic relations with Brazil; and I am sure he will be glad to learn that nego-
tiations are going on for the amicable settlement of that question. ith regard to our rela-
tions with the United States, I think it is desirable that, now or at some future time, your lord-
ships should hear some statement from my noble friend (Earl Russell.) Meanwhile, it should
be remembered that if, in the instances alluded to by the noble earl, the people of the United

States have shown some irritation, there is no doubt they have had some cause for irritation
arising out of the confederate raids across the frontier. Ample time, however, remains for
friendly negotiation between the two governments. As to the operation of the public works act,
my noble friend must remember that it is almost impossible but that a certain portion of the
funds expended under that act should go to others than the cotton operatives. With regard
to the state of Ireland, I am sure that your lordships must have listened with satisfaction to
the most interesting account given by the noble earl (Charlemont) of the growing prosperity
of that part of the%nited Kingdom. No doubt there is still distress in certain counties, but
the statistics ‘given prove conclusively that, on the whole, the trade and manufactures of
Ireland have greatly increased, and show great promise for the future in the only way which
will permanently benefit that country. [Hear, hear.] I. must say I do not agree with the
noble earl in his estimate of the value of the public schools report. In so long a report it is
not likely that every sentiment should stand the test of minute investigation and siftin%; I
believe that report has been of great advantage, and when my noble friend behind me (Lord
Clarendon) introduces a bill, Wiich I hope he will do shortly, to carry out its recommenda-
tions, the noble earl will find that we do notintend to deal with the subject in that rapid, de-
cisive way he supposes, without giving time for consideration to the parties most interested
and most competent to deal with it. My lords, I think it is a very gratifying thing for the
" country to see both parties, at the opening of what the noble earl justly calls & moribund
Parliament, agreeing as to the really satisfactory state of affairs; and when we consider all
the advantages we enjoy—that we have a peace which is not likely to be broken—the satis-
factory condition of our commerce and of our revenue, and the loyalty which is felt in every
part of the ‘country, we must feel that we have every reason to be grateful. [Hear, hear. ]
And what ought to make us still more proud of the good government which must undoubt-
edly have prevailed among us, is to find that our North American colonies, in expressing their
wish to continue their connexion with this country, and in adopting the new institutions they
have been considering with such calm and prudent statesmanship, have thought it desirable
to keép as close as possible to the constitution and institutions under which we so happily
live. [Cheers.] )

EARL RUSSELL. It must be very satisfactory to her Majesty’s government to find that the
noble ear]l opposite, who, on former occasions, has criticised foreign affairs with remarkable
asperity, should, upon this occasion, have so little fault to find. At the same time there were
two subjects upon which the noble earl wished for information which I am partly able to give.
The noble earl spoke of Brazil, and seemed to think that the commencement of the interrup-
tion of diplomatic relations between that country and this was a matter of blame to her Ma-
jesty’s government. Now the cause of that interruption was, that an English merchant ship
having been wrecked upon the Brazilian coast, that ship was pillaged and the bodies of her
crew were found, but no account was given as to how those persons came by their deaths.
Does the noble earl mean that her Majesty’s government were to feel no interest in the lives
and property of her Majesty’s subjects, and were not to.ask for inquiry into the matter?- This
was all that her Majesty’s government had done. We asked for inquiry. That inquiry was
not granted. We then asked for that to which, by international law, we were entitled—we
a.ske&l for im indemnity for this pillage and probable murders. [LORD CHELMSFORD. Possible
murders. :
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I beg pardon, probable murders. T do not think, after the report of Admiral Warren, any
one can doubt that some or a majority of the crew were murdered by the lawless people who
inhabit the coast. Weasked foran indemnity, and that not being given, her Majesty’s gov-
ernment then ordered reprisals, which reprisals were carried into effect, and then a certain sum
was paid by the Brazilian government on account of that for which we claimed indemnity.
The Brazilian government %id not ask for anything on account of that payment, which was
in itself a confession that they had been wrong in refusing inquiry. For my own part, I shall
never feel regret at having shown anxiety to ascertain the fate of some of her Majesty’s sub-
jects. But the Brazilian government said although they made no complaint on the score of
the reprisals, yet they did think that the manner in which those reprisals were carried into
effect showed a disposition to offer an affront and an indignity to Brazil. We entirely denied
any such intention, but the Emperor withdrew his representative. ~After that the King of Por-
tugal offered his mediation. W}; willingly accepted that mediation, and the King of Portugal’s
ministers prepared terms which her Majesty’s government duly considered, but did not think
that they were terms to which they could possibly accede without giving up rights belonging
to her Majesty and all other maritime powers. Afterwards, when our counter propositions were.
sent, they were not accepted, and three or four days ago I received official information that
they had been rejected. Her Majesty’s government, however, are sincerely anxious to restore
diplomatic relations with Brazil, not pacific relations, for we have always been on peaceful
terms with that country ; and we have made other propositions which we hope the King of
Portugal will convey to the Brazilian government, ang which we trust may lead to the re-
newal of diplomatic relations. If we had intended any affront to the Emperor of Brazil by
the manner in which reprisals were executed, we should have been to blamg ; but no-affront
was ever intended, and we only executed those reprisals in the manner in which other powers
carried them into effect, and as even the Emperor of Brazil himself has done, who, having a
complaint against the republic of Uruguay, has made reprisals, and has actually occupied a
large portion of the territory of that republic. The Emperor of Brazil has thought himselr
justified by the grievances of his subjects to make reprisals upon the republic ofg Uruguay,
and we can never admit that a power which by the law of nations the Emperor of ‘Brazil
possesses is not a power which her Majesty, as one of the great maritime powers of Europe,
does not also possess. The other subject to which the noble earl has referred is one of very
great difficulty, and to which I should not refer had it not been that I think the noble earl
has hardly done justice to the two parties to the dispute, and has not sufficiently allowed for
the irritation which prevails in the United States on the subject of the war now raging. What
I think is the injustice of the government and Congress of the United States towards our-
selves is this, that they seem to expect not only that we should do everything which the law
of nations demands, and which the municipal law of this country enables us to do, but they
seem to exgect that we should be altogetlger able to prevent any aid being given to their
enemies—the Confederate States, who are opposed to them. Now, her Majesty’s government
have used every means in their power from time to time to prevent war being carried on from
this country as a basis against the United States of America, which are in peaceful relations
with us. At the same time, it has been impossible to prevent acts which have caused, and
naturally so, I think, great irritation in America. We have had ships fitted out here and
afterwards sentto a distance, where they have first of all received armaments and a commission,
and have then preyed upon the commerce of the United States. We have had in our hands
correspondence which shows that the confederate agents were continually employed either in
building ships in this country or in buying merchant ships which might afterwards be sent to
France and other stations for the purpose of being fitted out as cruisers against the commerce
of the United States. Now, the authorities of the United States have, I thin , naturally enough,
felt greatly irritated at seeing & number of ships, which have come in some way or another
from English ports or English rivers, afterwards fitted out as men-of-war for the purpose of
acting against their commerce. But they ought certainly, at the same time, to ask this ques-
tion, whether her Majesty’s government have done everything which the law of nations au- .
thorizes, and which the municipal law of this country permits, to prevent this country from being
made the basis of warlike operations, so as it were to involve the people of this country in war
against the United States. I am not, however, at all surprised that they should feel annoyed
and 1ndignant when they find that those who are the friends of the United States should have
their territories chosen as the basis of those operations. So again with regard to Canada.
The noble earl seems to imagine that the United States are influenced by no motive save that
of mere hostility against this country, as he termed it, in denouncing that useful convention with
regard to the lakes. The fact is, however, that the confederate government apparently deter-
mined, if possible, to involve this country in the conflict, finding that their own resources were
unequal to the task of waging a successful war. They sent their agents into these lakes, which
are not in their territory, but, which belong either to the United States or to the United Kingdom
of Great Britain, to seize the ships which were navigating those lakes, and which belonged to
the United States. I say again, I am not surprised that the United States, considering the
Canadian lakes as the possession of a sovereign friendly to themselves, should feel indignant
at finding those lakes chosen as the basis of operations against their vessels. The United
States now say that if they remain in those lakes without cruisers the confederates will seize
their ships. It will be & very painful thing, and a matter of some danger to the two coun-
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tries, if the United States and Great Britain are obliged to put an end to or suspend the con-
vention which has been so useful, and which has contributed so much to the maintenance of
ace between the two countries. It may be natural upon the pert of the confederate States,
ut, for myself, I think that in their attempt to make the Canadian soil the basis of operations,
some of them bearing the character of a belligerent, but others resembling the acts of robbery
and murder which take place in social life—that in that attempt they go what is most uns
justifiable, and I trust her Majesty’s government will be able, as they have done hitherto,
to preserve a neutrality in that part of her Majesty’s dominions. At the same time, accom-
panying that irritation to which I have alluded, there has been a tendency with respect to
twe questions to make the most unfounded imputations against the government of this
country. 'There have been complaints that we have acknowledged the belligerent character
of the Confederate States. But, my lords, looking at the character of the contest, looking at
the immense territory possessed by the confederates, looking at the great war operations
which they have carrieg on, what could her Majesty’s government do but allow that the
character of belligerents belonged to the Confederate States? [ Hear, hear.] I know no in-
stance of so mighty a war being carried on without a belligerent character being allowed
by neutral states. [Hear, hear. ] Another question may arise, for now and then we hear a
threat that the day is coming when the United States will make a demand upon her Majesty’s
overnment. That question, as your lordships heard last year and the year before, is, that a
emand should be made by the United States of America on account of the capture and de-
struction of merchant vessels by the Alabama and other ships, which, being originally built
in England, were afterwards taken to distant ports, there to receive their armaments, and
thus to be enabled to cruise against the property of the United States. Looking at the pre-
cedents in international law, looking at the declarations made by the United States themselves
in the case of Spain and Portugal when ships destined to prey upon the commerce of those
two countries were more directly fitted out in their own ports, such a claim upon the govern-
ment of this country would be extremely unfair. Therefore, while I say we are bound to
make every allowance for the irritation that may arise in the United States in the course of
a war which has come upon them unexpectedly, which has caused to both sides great losses,
and which we believe to be unnecessary, still, while we are most strict and scrupulous in
fermrming duties of neutrality, we cannot allow that any of these claims are justly preferred.
cannot avoid saying, however, before I sit down, that when I see & desire to put an end to
involuntary servitude in the Constitution of the United States, I do rejoice, because a great
blot is about to be removed from the character of civilized nations, and because the horrible
and abominable crime of slavery is to be blotted out forever.
The address was then agreed to, and the House rose at twenty-five minutes after seven.

House oF CoMMoNs, Tuesday, February 7.
THE ADDRESS.

The speaker having read from the chair the speech delivered by the royal commissioners,

Sir H. WILLIAMSON, who wore the uniform of an officer in the yeomanry, in rising to move
the address in answer to the royal message, prefaced his remarks by asking for the indul-
gence of the House, of which he said he stood the more in need, inasmuch as having had
but a very short time the honor of occupying a seat in Parliament, he was entirely ignorant
of the rules and regulations by which its proceedings were overned. * *
*oo¥ * * * 4° % Thenext paragraph of the speech had reference to
the American war, and on that subject he felt assured t%e House was glad to find that it was
ber Majesty’s determination to adhere to the policy of neutrality which she had hitherto pur-
sued. [Hear, hear.] Such was the policy which had been adopted, not only by the gov-
ernment, but by the country at large, and he could not, therefore, understand why it was
that a portion of the press as well as of the people of the North American States should enter-
tain feelings appatently so unfriendly towards England. [Hear, hear.] But be that as it
might, we had abundant proof that the President of those States was determined to uphold
friendly relations between the two countries, for he had upon a late occasion disavowed some
intemperate and imprudent language which had been used by his subordinates tending in
that direction, and no one, he believed, could find fault with the manner in which delicate
. questions involving British interests were dealt with before the American admiralty and prize
courts. In those circumstances sufficient evidence was, he thought, to be found to show that
the Executive at Washington were resolved to abide as far as they were able by the treaty
engagements with this country. * * * * * *

MR. HANBURY TRACEY’S REMARKS.
* # * * * * * * * * * *

Contrasting the present condition of foreign affairs with that existing at the corresponding
period of last year, there was ample cause for congratulation and for the hope that peace
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would be maintained in Europe. Although grave questions remained still open and might
not be settled without disturbance, yet, on the whole, & strong disposition was manifested to
settle disputes by other arbitration than that of the sword.” As these tendencies exerted
themselves over a wider and wider area, they might look forward to an era when the gigantic
horrors of war would cease, and the resources and happiness of all the civilized nations be
proportionately increased. [Hear.] But we could not look to the state of affairs on the
other side of the Atlantic with feelings of similar satisfaction. There we had to lament not
only the devastation and bloodshed of a gigantic war, but also that the struggle had given
rise to an unprovoked feeling of hostility to this country. It was with great pleasure that
we could turn away from this deplorable prospect to contemplate the movement which had
been recently initiated by our fellow countrymen in that continent. He referred to the pro-
posals which had recently been made to form the British provinces of North America into a
confederacy which it could hardly be doubted would become important and powerful. When
we considered the present state of those provinces and the difficulty of defending them sepa-
rately from attack—when we considered their vast importance and the field which they
opened to enterprise, we could not but view those proposals with unmingled satisfaction.
[Hear, hear.] The anxiety which had always been expressed by that House with regard to
the defence of Canada, in case of rupture with the United States, convineed him that when
this important question, involving as it did the charter of Canadian liberty, came before
them, it would be discussed with no party feeling, but with the simple desire of promotin;
the good of the empire. [Hear, hear.] The day had gone by when England could loo.
Wwith jealousy and suspicion on every act of her colonies, when the least symptom of combi-
nation among them would be regarded as an omen of their desire for severance from us.
[Hear, hear.] England was no longer jealous of her children, but viewed this movement:
with & feeling of agmira,tion mingled with wonder at the sﬁirit of loyalty which the five
provinces had shown. Before passing from that subject, he desired, as an independent
member of that House, to express his sincere hope that the'future of Canada would not be
matred by an injudicious adherence to high protective duties. [Hear, hear.] Canada
excludes our commerce notwithstanding all that we have done and are still doing for her, for
we are still spending in her defence every year nearly a million of money. He sincerely
hoped, therefore, when the proposed incorporation should take place, that we should hegr
less and less of hostile tariffs for the future. [Hear, hear. ]

Mr. KINGLAKE said the government had, since the prorogation of Parliament, taken a step
which was of very considerable importance, more especially in as far as it touched our friendly
relations with the government of Washington. It would be remembered that on the last day
of the session he had the honor of submitting to the House some considerations on the subject
of the then proposed recognition of the imperial government of Mexico, and, in answer to his
Tepresentations, the noble lord (Palmerston) was so good as to make a statement which was
worded with that precision which hardly ever deserted him. He spoke, he believed, with an
accurate recollection of the words. The noble lord said: * If we nd matters still uncertain
and a war going on which may result one way or the other, we should say that is not a state
of things which would justify us in reco nizing the :Archduke of Austria as thée Emperor of
Mexico.” That was the assurance which the noble lord gave to the House in the month of
July. A very few month afterwards her Majesty’s government did propose to recognize
the Archduke of Austria as the Emperor of Mexico. Of course, he was entitled to suppose,
and he still supposed, that her Majesty’s government must have had information which in
their view justified them in taking such g step consistently with the assurance which they had
given to the House. But he observed that shortly after the actual recognition on the part of
her Majesty’s government, the President of the United States delivered his message to Con-
gress, in which he distinctly stated that the war in Mexico was still raging. Here, then,
were two opposite authorities—her Majesty’s government recognizing the archduke as if the
war had virtually come to an end, while the President of the United States informed the world
that the war was still going on, When they came to inquire which of these authorities was

. best supported by facts he was bound to say that the current of testimony was very strong in
favor ofP the statement made by the President of the United States. Hardly any mail came
from that part of the country without bringing some narrative corroborative of it. Judging }
from the accounts published so lately as December 28 by an organ trusted by the noble lor
and also by the French government—he meant the Morning Post—there could be no doubt
the campaign was going on in the south of Mexico, and it appeared that the French had met
with a very serious reverse. It was of great importande that such a step as the recognition of
this government should not have been taken thoughtlessly, and he was bound to suppose that
it had not been so; for the House was aware that the people of the United States had upon
this subject a fecling, which he owned appeared to him to be not based on right principles,
but which, nevertheless, was entertained by them with a degree of entbusiasm hardly ex-
ceeded by what they felt on the subject of the civil war, maintaining as they did the Monroe
doctrine, and forming as they seemed to have done, the determination to make all sacrifices
rather than permanently allow the establishment, of any European government in the state
of Mexico. Under these circumstances he trusted the government would be prepared to lay
papers before the house showing the grounds on which, after the decided assurance given by
the noble lord, they felt themselves justified in recognizing the Archduke of Austria as Em-



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 141

peror of Mexico. He hoped he might express a hope that such papers were now ready to be
laid on the table. The honor of the government required that not an hour should be lost in
showing that the recognition of the archduke as Emperor of Mexico was an act consistent
with the deliberate assurance which the noble lord had given to- the House.

Myr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 871.] LecaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,
London, February 9, 1865.

Sir: The rebels are so fruitful of schemes of all sorts, and are so apt to be
elated by the very last one, notwithstanding all preceding it have failed, that your
communication in your despatch No. 1245, of the 23d of January, did not sur-
prise me. The theory broached in the article of the Richmpnd Sentinel is not
novel in my experience in London. I saw it long ago gravely put forth in the
columns of an evening paper, as communicated by a correspondent by the name
of Cowell; and it has, from time to time, been brought up in the editorial de-
partment ever since. The Richmond correspondent of the Times tried it once
in that paper. It has made no impression whatever. The device will go the
way of its thousand and one predecessors, to oblivion. I was gravely informed
the other day that it was reported to be a notion held by Lord Russell. If so,
he has taken good care to give no hint of it either in his language or his action.
Whatever he may hold as a theory, I have rome reason from him to believe:
that he does not expect that it or anything far stronger will avail the insur-
gents for long.

There has been another rumor started since, which has been used for a few
days to sustain the public confidence in the cottan loan. This is connected with
the appearance of Mr. Gwin in Mexico, and the story that he was to be the
viceroy of the Emperor Napoleon, who was to receive from Maximilian the ces-
‘ion of the northern States.

The hope here has been that this news, when circulated in the United States,
may prompt some hasty and viclent conduct in Congress or among the people
which will embroil us with the French nation. Of course you will receive more
accurate information with respect to this matter from the proper source in France
than I can give. But my conviction is that it is a bugbear worked out of the
usual thin materials. _ :

The capacity of these men for the intriguing portion of politics is marvellous.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

\ . CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
. Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD, §¢., §c., §e.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 872.] LegaTion oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, February 9, 1865.

Sik: I transmit copies of the Times containing a report of the close of the
‘trial of Mr. Rumble. »

From the result of this proceeding I have come to the conclusion that no jus-
tice to the United States can be expected from pressing prosecutions under the
enlistment act in the courts of this kingdom. A more flagrant example than
this one could scarcely occur. I do not consider it advisable to make efforts to
repeat such an experiment with any co-operation whatever on the part of the
United States. ‘

The process is just this: So far as I have any information no attempt has
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yet been made by this government to initiate measures to prevent or punish .
violations of the enlistment law. It waits for information from this legation,
and expects that this will be based on legal testimony. After proceedings
have been commenced it expects that we shall not only supply but keep in hand
the witnesses to be relied upon in the prosecution. The consequence is, that the
labor of holding a class of people proverbially needy, unstable, and peculiarly
liable to be operated on by counter influences, is devolved upon us. When the
case comes up for trial it is the natural resource of the lawyers in the defence to
attempt to discredit and to cast odium upon those witnesses as suborned by a
foreign government in order to crush a respectable Englishman. Such was the
game played in this case, and the prosecuting officers, instead of denouncing the
whole of it with a proper share of indignation, and doing their duty in protect-
ing both the witnesses and the foreign government, appear to have acted only
as if afraid lest some trifling share of the odium might possibly fall upon their
own shoulders. -

Neither is this the worst of the matter. In the very midst of a criminal prose-
cution the chief justice, perceiving that the name of a man not present was im-
plicated by the testimony of one of the witnesses for the prosecution, and learn-
ing that he was at Malta, actually breaks off the hearing in the middle, and
postpones it for several weeks—Ilong enough to procure the return of that man.
The jury and the witnesses for the prosecution, mean time, are left open to any
influence which a crafty man, like the prisoner, may be able to bring to bear
upon them. We have abundant proof of the outrageous manner in which he
actually did operate on the latter, some of whom he succeeded in spiriting away.
I have myself little doubt that the man who did not scruple to tamper with them,
would not hesitate to do the same with the jury. After the trial was resumed,
the fact appears plainly enough that their minds were made up long before the
close. And the chief justice was so far befogged by his British sympathies as
not to care to penetrate the game that was playing, and actually to intimate very
broadly in his charge a belief that the foul play was carried on by the govern-
ment most interested in the prosecution. ‘ -

From a view of these circumstances, I have+come to the conclusion that, in-
stead of attempting further to supply facilities for this kind of proceeding, the
United States should, in future, out of regard to its own dignity, confine itself
to furnishing the information, and throw the entire responsibility for the conduct
of all legal measures upon the British authorities. :

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
‘ : CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLniam H. SEWARD, §¢., &v., §c.

[From the London Times of February 4, 1865.]

COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH, FEBRUARY 3, 1865.
(Sittings at Nisi Prius, before the Lord Chief Justice and a special jury.)
THE CASE OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK.

THE QUEEN vs. RUMBLE.

This was the third day of the trial of this case—an indictment under the foreigneenlist-
ment act, against an officer in her Majesty’s dock-yard at Sheerness, for assisting in the
manning and equipping of a- vessel-of-war, with irtent that she should be engaged in the
service of the Confederate States. The indictment contains, first, the charges under the
former of these heads, the manning ; and next, the charges under the other head, the equip-
ment. There are 110 counts, (in sets each of ten counts,) charging that the defendant pro-
cured, or attempted to procure, eleven men, named Maloney, Firth, Ginno, Hurford, Brooks,
Bailey, Goode, Newton, Spencliff, Thompson, Hall and Shaw, te enlist in the service; and
there are sixteen more counts, charging that he counselled four of them (Maloney, Brooks,
Goode and Newton) to enlist and serve. Then there are thirty counts, charging that, as in
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the Alexandra case, he equipped, furnished or fitted out, or attempted to equip, furnish or fit
out, the vessel in question for the confederate service. The trial, which began in Decem-
ber, was resumed yesterday, when the case for the Crown was continued, and Bailey New-
ton, Thompson, Hall and Shaw (all of themi mentioned in the indictment) were examined,
and to-day the case for the Crown continued. . :

The solicitor-general, Mr. Lush, Q. C., Mr. Hannen and Mr. W. V. Harcourt, appeared
for the Crown ; Mr. Bovill, Q. C., Mr. Karslake, Q. C., Mr. Serjeant Ballantine, Mr. Mac-
namara, Mr. Giffard and Mr. T. Salter were for the defence.

The first witness called to-day was the man Ginno, (one of those mentioned in the indict-
ment,) who went to Calais, and said he saw Mr. Rumble' there, and also on board. He was
engaged, he said, as a stoker, and Rumble paid him first on board the ship, and paid others
of the men, He joined the ship a fortnight before she started, and he and others were at
work cleaning the boilers. Mr. Rumble, he said, came on board at different times, but the
witness did not hear him give any orders. When the ship started she was not fit to go to sea,
and he did nét know she was going until the morning of the day she started. There were,
he said, plenty of provisions on board, several sheep and calves, and plenty of bread ; and at
Calais the officers were in uniform. : i

Cross-examined by Mr. BOVILL ;

I did not know that she was a confederate vessel until we were crossing to Calais. I
suppose there were plenty of provisions on board. I should think there were about 100
tons of coal on board. She would consume twenty-five tons a day. That would be only
enough for a trial trip. When she went to sea she was not fit, because the water would
not keep in the boilers, as all the tubes wanted refitting. At Calais, after I left the ship, I
knew O’Kelly under the name of Williams. When Mr. Rumble paid me the sovereign he
~ may have said that the owner was away, and had asked him to pay us.

Richard Spencliff,.examined by Mr. Hannen, said that he was a, stoker, and got a char-
acter from Mr. Rumble in order to get on board the Scylla. He saw Mr. Rumble on board
three or four hours before the vessel started. He was looking after government stores. He
also proved the facts sworn to by other witnesses, as to the captain coming on board and
mustering the men and endeavoring to enlist them. )

. .
Cross-examined by Mr. KARSLAKE :

The police were on board at the same time as Mr. Rumble, looking after government
stores. That was the last time I saw Mr. Rumble.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. Was the state of the boilers known before you left, or was it
known only when you were on the passage ? N

WITNESS. We only found it out on the passage. I did not know that we were going to
Calais when we left Sheerness.

James Maloney, examined by Mr. V. HARCOURT. [This was the first man mentioned in
the indictment.] I saw Mr. Rumble at his house, and asked him if he was shipping men for
the Scylla. He said I could go out asa fireman on board the ship. Then I went on board. I
was at work a week before she went away. Mr. Rumble paid me the week’s wages in his
own house. A Mr. Howe paid the other men, but told me to go to Mr. Rumble. Isaw Mr.
Rumble on board three or four times. I-went to Calais with the ship, but only stayed two
days with her there, and then went away for two days. While I was away I saw Mr. Rum-
ble. Brooks was with me. I hsked him if I could go to work on board her as a boiler-maker.
Mr. Ramsay was with Mr. Rumble. Mr. Rumble asked Mr. Ramsay what sort of men we
were. He said he had no fault to find. Mr. Rumble then said, ‘“Then you can go down to
work.” I rémained about fourteen days working at the boilers. The captain paid me for
seven days’ work only. Ithen came back to Sheerness. I afterwards went to Mr. Rumble’s
house and asked him for my pay. He said he didn’t know anything about me. Mr. Brown,
the owner of the ship should have paid me. He said he would meet me at the Fountain ho- .

tel. He didn’t come there, so I went to his house again, He said he had been poorly and
couldn’t come down. He then gave me a sovereign. His wife was there. I took the sov-
ereign. My wages were £1 5s. 84. The same evenjng I went to Mr. Howe's. He gave
me £15s. 8d. 1 then went back to Mr. Rumble, and gave him back the sovereign he had

iven me., .

& In cross-examination, the witness confessed that the sovereign was given to him by Mr.
Rumble until he could get his wages, he being at the time out of work. He also said that
Mr. Rumble said he never engageﬁ him at all, and then he threatened to summon him. He
had had 10s. a week, since then, in order to keep him at Sheerness. He always understood
they were going a trial trip.

James Brooks was then called, and examined by the solicitor general :

I went aboard the Scylla as leading fireman, when she was at Sheerness. Captain Ram-
gay paid me my wa%es; I can’t say whether Mr. Rumble ever paid me. Maloney and Ileft
because we didn’t like the color of the flag. I remember meetinﬁ two gentlemen, one of
whom was Mr. Ramsay ; 1 don’t know whether the other was Mr. Rumble.
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In cross-examination, the witness said that he knew O’Kelly, and had had drink at his ex-
pense in pretty nearly every public house in Sheerness; he had also received 12s. 6d. & week
since he came back. : .

By the LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE :
I am out of pocket, because I am a seafaring man and can’t get work on shore.

The next witness called was James Goode, another of the men mentioned in the indict-
ment, :

Examined by Mr. HANNEN:

I went out to Calais, and worked for three weeks on the Rappahannock. I received the

wages from Mr. Rumble when I came back. )

he SOLICITOR GENERAL then said that he did not want to examine O’Kelly ; but as his
name had been very frequently mentioned, he would call him, in order that Mr. Bovill might
have an opportunity of cross-examining him. . )

Mr. O’Kelly, about whom there has been a great deal of cross-examination as to his treat-
ing witnesses, &c., was then called, and after a considerable interval, appeared.

Uvon his appearance, however, the solicitor general said: I have no questions to ask you.

Mr. BoviLL. Nor have I. [A laugh. o

Neither side caring to examine this person, he retired from the box.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL then said: Then, that is the case for the Crown.

Mr. BOVILL then addressed the jury for Mr. Rumble. He said that the case was brought
there by the government; but really, the prosecutors were the federal government. If the
prosecution were really by the government there would not have been that disgraceful ex-
posé that there had been of a means of getting evidence which would not be folerated an,
instant in a prosecution by the government. The prosecution was really instituted by the
Federal government, in order to get a case against the British government. What a case
they would have, if in any way they could prove that a government officer had been engaged
in fitting out a confederate cruiser! " And what means t ey have taken to prove the case!
The learned counsel then called attention to the proceedings of O’Kelly and Warne in get-
ting the evidence of witnesses, who were first well plied with drink, = Would these witnesses
give correct evidence? Would not this constant plying with drink and payment of 12s. 6d.
a week tend to prejudice their minds? This ejudice_appeared in the way the gave their
evidence; they suppressed everything fsm)ra,b{)éF to Mr. Rumble—in fact, distorted everything
in favor of their own case. Innocent expressions were by this means made ‘damnatory.
Again, the government depended entirely on the federal agents, and these agents would not
let & witness appear who could say anything in Mr. Rumble’s favor. But what was the
case? This vessel while lying at the government buoy was bought by Mr. Pearson, or Mr.
Coleman, who probably from the first intended it for the confedemtg service. Of course, with
such an object, his first care would be to conceal his design. If he had taken the vessel to a
private dock-yard, the federal agents would immediately have received intelligence, but if
they could get her fitted out in the government dock-yard no suspicions would be excited.
He accordingly applies to the government to let her be docked at Sheerness ; his request is
granted, and the vessel is brought in by a government tug from the government moorings to
the government dock-yard, and there she is attended to by the government officials ; she is then
taken out again by a government tug, and then she is masted and rigged, still by the gov-
ernment officers ; in fact, every one at the dock-yard did all he could for the ship, and then
this letter is sent to Mr., Rumble: - )

“‘DEAR SIR: Will you please undertake, for us, the management of the doing of the
repbairs of the steamer Victor, we undertaking to pay all the expenses of what is necessary
to be done?”’ . :

That was written to him by the owners, and he naturally acceded to it. - Is it to be sup-
posed that, when every one is doing his best, from the lords of the admiralty to Mr. Wise,
with his government tug, that Mr, Rumble should refuse to do anything in his power? Of
course, he did assist. There is no pretence for saying that there was any armament, and
Mr. Rumble, like the rest, knew nothing of the ship being for the confederate service; they
supposed she was going for a trial trip. Then she starts, and here we have her taken out by
a government tug, under the orders of Captain Wise, according to the evidence of two wit-
nesses. Here we have the officials doing their best until the last moment, all of them sup-
%osing her present destination to be a trial trip, and ultimate destination Chins. Then Mr.

umble is accused of engaging the men, and it turns out that he had nothing to do with the
greater part of them; and with others, here is the letter authorizing and requesting him
to do what he could. It is said that Mr. Rumble came on board just before she left, and
that the vessel had a quantity of coal and provisions. We all know that 150 tons of coal
would not last more than three or four days, so she could not go on service.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE observed that this might be used against him, as it might be
said there was not enough coal to go on a trial trip. : .

Mr. BoviLL. There can be no doubt that .every oné imagined she was going on a trial trip ;
no one had any idea of her going as a confederate cruiser. She had no armament. If she
was going for a trial trip, or Mr. Rumble imagined that she was going for a trial trip, if he had
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engaged every sailor and every freman on board he would have done no wrong; it would

have been perfectly lawful for him to doso. Does not the evidence satisfy you that Mr. Rum-
ble had no knowledge but the knowledge of every soul on board that she was going on a trial
trip and nothing else? When they get off Calais, they hoist the confederate flag, which, by-
the-bye, they are obliged to make on board ; afterwards the captain comes on beard, and
then, certainly, the Victor and Scylla became the Rappahannock of the confederate navy
As to any equipment in Calais, with that we have nothing to do; the statute only applies te
the United Kingdom. You must not be led to think that, because Mr. Rumble may have
had something to do with fitting out the ship before she went to Calais, he knew what she
was going to be when she was over there; nor, on the other hand, would it be sufficient to
show that he was ever concerned in & watlike equipment at Calais, for, under the statute, the
offence must be committed in this country, and the offence required an intent to contravene
the statute, and an intent in this country to do so. Therefore, neither act done here without
the intent, nor acts abroad even with “such intent, would suffice to sustain the indictment.
Again, as to enlistment, the statute only applies to ¢ soldiers, sailors, or marines,” and there
was 1o evidence here of any such enlistment, for the persons mentioned in the evidence were
only stokers, &e., boiler-makers, and the like. That point of the indictment, therefore,
failed. i

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. That point arose in the case of the Queen vs. Jones, which
was tried before me at Liverpool at the last assizes, and it was reserved ; and on account of
the great importance of the question I should take a similar course here, and reserve the
point. But for the purpose of to-day I shall tell the jury that the term ¢ gailor’” includes all
persons employed in the navigation of the ship.

Mr. BOVILL went on to urge that there was no evidence that any one man was engaged or
onlisted until the vessel got to Calais. Until then no one supposed that there was to be any
engagement in the confederate service. It was impossible, therefore, that the defendant
could have caused any one here to enlist in the confederate service.

"The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. I shall tell the jury that anything that took place at Calais
can only be considered so far as’ it may throw light upon other matters which are stated to
have occurred here.

_ Mr. BovILL then went on to urge that, even as to the acts of employment or engagement
here, the men were engaged or employed not by the defendant but by Ferguson or by Ram-
say. As to the statement of the witness Newman that the defendant had said he was going
to call on the confederate agent, happily this was stated to have been in the presence of two
other persons—Mr. Greathead and young M. Rumble—both of whom would be called to
contradict the statement. Unfortunately, as it was & criminal case, the defendant could not
be called as a witness, but in this instance, owing to the adjournment of the trial by the lord
chief justice (in his anxiety for truth and justice) he had been able to obtain the attendance
of these two persons, who could distinctly contradict the witness in this statement. As to
the statement that one Bagshawe, after going into the house of Mr. Rumble, had given the
men money at Sheerness, it was sought to be inferred that he had it from Mr. Rumble. ' But
why was not Bagshawe called to prove it? He was in the employment of the government,
and they could have called him if they had pleased to do so. And why was not Gifford
called, who was the foreman of the gang of boiler-makers engaged on the steamer at Sheer-
ness? As the defendant could not be called, the Crown should have called all witnesses who
could state the truth of the matter. There was another point on which, fortunately, the de-

. fendant was in a position to adduce evidence to contradict the testimony of the only witness

who stated that Mr. Rumble was on board the ship late on the night of its departure. It
would be proved that at the time he was delivering a lecture on the habits of the Chinese;

-and that, therefore, the statement was an utter fabrication—the result (like so much more of

the evidence) of American gold, corruption, and bribery. The learned counsel denounced

with energy the prosecution as an American one; and the conduct of which—out of court—
in some degreo he suspected to have been confided to American agents. It might be asked
what took Mr. Rumble to Calais? This question he would answer easily, and the answer he
could sustain by proof. The fact was, that the vessel went away without paying the men,
and he went over to secure their payment—whether he felt or expressed sympathy with the
confederates was quite immaterial ; nay, whether he actually aided them at Calais was equally
immaterial, for it would be no breach of the statute, as an act committed abrogd. The learned
counsel then went on to read the' statement made by the defendant, which, he explained, he
was only permitted to use by the assent of the solicitor general, whose conduet of the prose-
cution, so far as he was concerned, was creditable to himself and to the Crown. [The state-
ments of the defendant were read as_ already given.] The learned counsel then went on to
press upon the jury what credible satisfactory evidence there was to falsify these statements,
and convict the defendant? Was evidence satisfactory and credible which came from such
tainted sources, and had been obtained by such unworthy means? Not that he imputed these
practices to any one connected with the government, but to the secret promoters of the prose-

cution—those American agents who were in the background, but had been at the bottom of

the whole affair, and had Teally got it up, probably with a view to fasten on this country re-

sponsibility for the acts of confederate cruisers. There had evidently been treating of the

witnesses, and-all sorts of tricks and artifices to get them to come up to the mark, and the.
10pc
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jury, he submitted, could not rely safely on such testimony. He admitted that there might
be circumstances of suspicion ; ‘but suspicion was not enough, and if there was any reason-
able doubt they were bound to acquit the defendant.

At the conclusion of the learned counsel’s address the case was adjourned, and it is clear
that it must last all to-morrow (Saturday.)

[¥rom the London Times of February 6, 1865.]
COURT OF QUEEN’'S BENCH, FEBRUARY 4, 1865.

(Sittings at Nisi Prius, before the Lord Chicf Justice and a special Jury.)
THE CASE OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK.
THE QUEEN vs. RUMBLE.

This was the fourth and last day of the trial of this case, an indictment under the foreign en-
listment act against an officer in her Majesty’s dock-yard at Sheerness, for having been con-
cerned in the manning and equipping a war steamer for the confederate service—a trial which,
it will be seen, has ended in a verdict of acquittal. The vessel, a gunboat of five hundred tons
burden, was sold by the admiralty in November, 1863, to a mercantile firm, Messrs. Coleman
& Co., who, however, it appeared, really purchased for one Pearson. The ostensible pur-
chaser, however, and the only parties who appeared to be known to the admiralty in the
transaction, were Coleman. & Co., at whose request some assistance was rendered at the
dock-yard for her repairs. Her boilers were in a bad state, and for a fortnight after the sale
luen were engaged in her repairing them. The defendant, who was inspector of machinery -
afloat, was acquainted with the real purchaser, Pearson, (who, as it turned out, had purchased
the vessel for the purpose of her being taken into the confederate service,) and was constantly
en board with him and one Ramsay, who appeared to have acted as temporary commander,
and one Ferguson, the chief engineer. Several persons in inferior capacitiesin the dock-yard
service, particularly two persons named Ba shawe, a boiler-maker, and Beardsall, & fitter,
were in constant communication with the de endant, and men were engaged to go *‘ on a trial
trip,” the ultimate destination given out being China. The vessel was to start on her ‘ tria]
trip” on Wednesday, the 25th of November, but started at midnight on Tuesday, the 24th,
a government tug showing her the way. She dodged about Dover, and next day got to
Calais. Onthe voyage, the name—which had been originally the Victor, and was first altered
to the Scylla—was changed to the Ra pahannock, and the confederate flag was hoisted, A
Captain Campbell and a number of oécers in gray uniform came on board at Calais and
took the command, It was not quite clear whether the defendant went with her; but he
was on board the night she started, and was at Calais soon after she got there, and it was

roved that he was there in the cabin—when the confederate flag was flying, and the con-
federate captain on board—while the men were being paid. He admitted, however, having
interested lll)imself in getting men on board to repair the boilers; and his account of it wag
that he went over to Calais, as she had gone away suddenly, to see that they were paid; and,
though it was sworn that he had said at Sheerness he was going to.see the confederate agent,
that (it will be seen) was denied. In the result the French government stopped the ship at:
Calais, and our government ordered an inquiry before the magistrates which was conducted
by Mr. V. Harcourt, and which resulted in the present prosecution, in which the defendant
was first charged with causing to be engaged in the confederate service twelve men—Maloney,
Firtk, Brook, Bailey, Gunn, Hurford, Newman, &c., most of whom have been called and
examined as witnesses. It is due to the defendant to say that owing to the length of our re-
port on Saturday the statements he sent to the admiralty, and which, by consent of the coun-
sel for the Crown, were read by his counsel, were unavoidably omitted. It was after these
letters that an inquiry took place before the magistrates, which resulted in this prosecution,
and it transpired that the men had been taken to the American consul’s, and made state.
ments there. The witnesses for the prosecution were severely cross-examined as to certain
treating which they confessed to have shared at the hands of one O’Kelly, who was called
on Friday, but whom both sides declinéd to examine, and it is due to those who conducted
the prosecution on the part of the Crown to state that it was not at all suggested that this
man acted in connexion with them ; and, on the contrary, it appeared that, from the admi-
ralty—through the hands of their respectable solicitors at Rochester—the witnesses only re-
ceived the usual and proper *subsistence money ” to which witnesses are entitled who are
detained in this country, and so deprived'of wages. It will be remembered that in Decem-
ber the trial was adjourned on account of the absence of two persons (young Mr. Rumble
and one Greathead, ) in whose presence one of the witnesses, a man named Newman, swore
the defendant said he was going to see the confederate agent. These persons were now in
attendance, and were, it will be seen, examined to-day, and both of them distinetly contra-
dicted Newman.

The solicitor general, Mr. Lush, Q. C., Mr. Hannen, and Mr. Harcourt appeared for the
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Crown; Mr. Bovill, Q. C., Mr. Karslake, Q. C., Mr. Serjeant Ballantine, Mr. Giffard, and
Mr. Macnamara appeared for the defence. .

Evidence for the defence was gone into. i

Mr. Zachary Pearson was called, and examined by Mr. Bovill. He said, I was formerly
a ship-owner at Hull, and connected with a firm of Gordon, Coleman & Co., of London. I
remember the Victor, a gunboat, being for sale, and Gordon, Coleman & Co. purchased it.
I was interested in that firm, and managed that business entirely.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. That particular transaction ?

WirNESS. Yes. Mr. Coleman was connected with me by marriage. The ship had no
masts in her when sold; she was merely a hull. T had the principal superintendence of the
arrangements necessary Lo fit her for sea. We got permission from the government to have
her examined, The vessel was sold by Coleman to a French firm.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. That would appear by the bill of sale.

Mr. BoviLL., Was it an absolute sale?

WITNESS. Yes.

The solicitor general again objected that this could only be by bill of sale.

The witness said it was given to the vendee. He went on to state that he had the care of
the arrangements necessary to fit her for sea. All the arrangements as to rigging and fitting,
&c., were made by means of government men out of regular hours. The witness identified
aletter by him to the defendant which ran thus:

‘“OCTOBER 7, 1863.

Will you please undertake the management of the docking and repairs of the steamer
Xictor, We undertaking to pay all the expenses with reference to what is necessary to be

one?"’

He went on to state that he had known the defendant for some years, and was unable to
go down himself about the business to Sheerness. 1 told Mr. Rumble (he said) that I
Bad sold her to a French firm for a voyage to China. I wrote to him.

The solicitor general called for the letter.

It appeared that it could not be produced. Witness went on to state that he had subse-
quently told Mr. Rumble the effect of it, and told Mr. Rumble that it was necessary to have
a trial trip. The owners, the purchasers of the vessel, ordered the vessel away.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. What are their names?

The witness paused, and then said ‘Pitzcato & Co., (as near as we could cateh, } of Paris.”
He went on to say that Ramsay was appointed by the French firm. The witness was on
board and went down in her on the trial trip. It was necessary and usual to have & trial
trip when a vessel had been long laid up. He was on board all that day. He started with
the vessel, and was on board several hours that day. She was to start on a Wednesday (25th,)
and she started on Tuesday night (24th of November, ) ag soon as she could. Officers of police
eame on board, as there were rumors that there were s®me things belonging to the govern-
ment. Two boats came, one containing police, and the other Mr. Rumble and his officers,
and they searched the ships very carefully. After the defendant left he was not on board
again until the vessel got to Calais. (The witness here identified Mr. Greathead as having
boen with Mr. Rumble.) Before the ship sailed, he said, he did not know the state of the
boilers, nor knew they were so bad. The ship was only fit to break up. The government
sold her on that account.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Only fit to be broken up, you say; then she was scarcely fit
te go to sea? i Y .

‘Well, not then.

You knew she had been condemned ?

‘Why, yes.

But you bought her as a vessel capable of being made fit to go to sea, I suppose ?

Oh, we bought her with a view of selling her and making a profit.

You bought her at ‘“ breaking up price "

Yes.

Mr. BoviLL. What price did you givé the government for her?

WrrNess About £9,000. He went on to describe the state of the beilers, as shown on
the trial trip. He proceeded to state that on arrival at Calais, about 6 o’clock in the evening,
he wanted to get back to London and went on shore. :

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Did she go into the harbor there!

No, it was not intended; she was going back into the river, but her boiler burst. There
were no sailors on board—only artisans. .

We have been told that articles were signed for a voyage to Brest. Is thgt true?

. Articles were not signed, but a memorandum to show how long the trip was to last.

"The witness here identified the memorandum, which ran thus:

““We, the undersigned, agree to act as firemen on board the steamship Scylla on a trial
tri;ii not to exceed 14.days, and to be sent to England at the owner’s expense if landed out
of England.”

This, he said, was signed by Ramsay and the men, in order to limit the time for the trip,
and the ship was only fit for a trial trip. There were no sailors on board, nor provisions for
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!
a voyage. The owner provided, he said, he had nothing to do with it. He landed ina boat |
from the Scylla at Calais, the vessel then being under way for her return to theriver. Up to
that time he had heard nothing of the flag. He went to shore, he said, in the pilot-boat
and went to London. He was surprised, he said, to hear next day that the steamer was
still at Calais. As far as I am aware the defendant was not aware that the ship was des-
tined for the confederate service.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. Were you? You need not answer the question unless you
like.

I decline to answer. .

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Cross-examined. [ don’t quite understand how £9,000 should
be given for a ship only fit to be broken up ?

Her engines were good. It was proved afterwards that she was only fit to break up.

Pray, are Messrs. Coleman or Gordon here ?

No. I believe Mr. Coleman is miot now in business. ) :

Now, you say the vessel was bought to go to China. Did you believe that she was
bought with that intention ?

I can’t say positively. .

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. You are asked as to your belief.

(Hesitatingly.) I am not sure about it. :

Do you know or do you not ? i

I had reason to believe that the intention of the purchasers was to go to China.

Do you pledge your oath that you did not believe it ? :

In tho first instance I did.

At the time the vessel left Sheerness did you believe it ?

Not on that condition.

Not on that condition—of course not. But you said she was purchased to go to China ?

Yes, and that will appear. :

Oh, yes; by the contract, I dare say, if you swear by the card; but as to your belief ?

I cannot swear as to my belief at that time. I was glad to get a purchaser, and to sell at
a profit.

}1)\'0w, do you think that is an answer to the question we are asking ?

Witness hesitated a great deal, and gave no distinct answer.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. You don’t know what you believed, then ?

1 had reason to believe she was to be a confederate vessel, but that the intention was te
send her to China. ‘ .

Oh, indeod ! She was to be a confederate vessel and go to China ?

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. Am I to take that thus: ** X had reason to believe that she
was intended for a confederate vessel, but that slie was to go to China” Is that what you
say? o

Yes. * ‘

The SOLICITOR GENERAL., Can you explain why a confederate ship sheuld go to China?

Oh, yes, I could explain.

Then do, please.

Confederate cruisers go all over the seas.

Oh, that’s what you mean, is it? She was to be a confederate cruiser, was she 1

I don’t mean that,

‘What do you mean? :

That I sold the vessel to these parties, and that their intention was to make a large profit.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. You understood that they meant to sell her to the confederates
for profit, but that you were to equip her for a voyage to China?

Yes.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Don't you know that it was intended. that she should go te
China as a confederate cruiser ¢

I don’t know. ' '

Did you not believe that she was intended as a confederate cruiser ?

I did not know of my own knowledge. -

Did you not believe it ?

I had nothing to do with it. .

Did you not believe she’was to be a confederate steamer when she started ?

(Quickly.) No, that she was not.

That she was to be so ?

No, I did not know it.

Did you believe it ?

No, I did not believe it, for she was in a breaking-up state.

Then she was hardly fit to go to China ?

No; she could scarcely get to Calais. N

You said you were to equip her to go to China? .

Yes, under the original agreement.

qua,s it not announced on the ** trial trip”” that she was to be a confederate cruiser ?

o.
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Was not the name Scylla painted out in the course of the trip? :
I did not know it was being done. I think the name was painted out while I was om
board. :
And the name Rappahannock painted in?
T did not see it until afterwards.
‘Was it not painted when you were on board ?
It may have been, but—
But what?
I am not certain.
‘Was there not the confederate flag flying ?
No, I am sure there was not.
Was there no flag flying ?
No, when there was nothing on board to make one.
The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. It has been stated that there was.
There may have been some bunting got next day from shore, and it may have been made
on board then. :
The SOLICITOR GENERAL. You say there were no flags on board ?
No. .
You say the ship was sold to a French firm ?
Yes. She changed hands two or three times.
‘When did you sell her to the French firm ?
About a month previously to our leaving Calais. T cannot say the date.
The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. What did you sell her for ? -
I think for £20,000.
The SOLICITOR GENERAL. You ¢ think” for £20,600. When was the sale?
I cannot give the date.
The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. I presume it would appear by the books of Colemans ?
‘Witness said he had sold her by commission ; he was not otherwise interested. .
The SOLICITOR GENERAL. You are aware that by the bill of sale Colemans appear on the
. 6th of November as the registered owners ? .
Yes, I am well aware of it.
Did you see the money paid ?
Yes; one-half of it was paid down.
Where? :
In London.
Where in London ?
I believe at Coleman's office.
When ?
As to date I am at sea.
Oh! as to date you are at sea?
Yes, (hesitating ;) I think in September or October—early in October.
By whom was the money paid ?
By a person I never sdaw before.
Nor since?
No, I believe not.
The LorD CHIEF JUsTICE. When was the other half paid?
The day the ship was at Calais.
How, in bank notes or cash ?
%Hesitating‘ly.) I think it was in cotton bonds.
ou think. -~ Why, you are a mercantile man, and this was a large transaction ; surely you
must know well how the money was paid. Was it paid in money or by cotton bonds ?
By cotton bonds.
Bonds from whom to whom ? What bonds ?
Certificates given by the confederate government, representing each twenty bales of cotton.
Mr. BoviLL. I believe they are very common in London. There are thousands, perhaps
. millions of them about. -
ONE OF THE JURY. Obh, yes; they are what is called ¢ confederate stock.”
The LorDp CHIEF JUSTICE. Who paid the money ?
I don’t know his name. .
‘Where is Coleman ?
don’t know.
Y‘he SoLIcITOR GENERAL. Have you been in communication with the confederste agents ?
es.
Have you not acted as a confederate agent?
No. I have sent them ships.,
You have sent them ships?
Yes; and the federals robbed me of my ships, and the confederates robbed me of my
money. (Much laughter.)
The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. What do you mean? How did the confederates rob you of
your money ?
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‘Why, I sold them things to the amount of £190,000, and took their agent’s drafts on the
confederate treasury, and they refuse to pay them, so I have £190,000 of bad debts against

them.
The SOLICITOR GENERAL. You have had many transactions with the confederates ?

No.

No? Why, there was one.

Except that.

‘Was that all one transaction, then?

Yes. A

You have been in frequent communication with persons connected with the confederate
government ?

T have tried to do business with them, to my great misfortune.

You have been in communication with Mr. Rumble?

Yes.

Since this affair?

Yes.

You have kept up your intimacy with him, then?

Yes, so far as we were ever intimate.

Did you furnish him with funds for the purpose of paying men?

Yes; we gave him some money for the purpose of wages for equipment, &e.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. What do you mean by that term ?

It includes sails, masts, yards, &e. The government stripped her, and made her a wreck
before selling her. They took off her gun-plates.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Oh! you ra.tger wanted them to remain, did you?

They would have been of value, if only for the metal.

Oh! you wanted them to remain for the sake of the value of the metal, did you?

Mr. BoviLL. He did not say that exactly.

Witness. No,I did not say that was the Teason ; Isaid the plates would have been of value
even as metal. But the government took them off; and, in fact, quite stripped her.

Re-examined by Mr. BoVILL:

The witness said the ship had no masts or rigging, &c., and everything had to be putinto
her, at an expense of about £5,000. The ship was resold for about £20,000. The money
for the purchase was paid in cotton bonds. They are circulated from hand to hand without
indorsement. :

The LorD CHIEF JuUsTick. You cannot tell, then, looking at them, whether they are taken
in the ordinary course of business, or direct from the confederate government ?

0.

Mr. BoviLL. The market price fluctuates according to the news ?

Yes.

And some people make fortunes, and others burn their fingers?

Yes; I believe so. (A laugh.)

‘Was Mr. Rumble to have anything for his services?

There was no agreement to give him anything, but, of course, we should have given him
something for his services.

As you might any one else in the dock-yard ? :

Yes; they were all very obliging ; they always are when a ship is sold.

Now, then, whatever you may have thought or suspected as to the ultimate destination of
the vessel, have you any reason to believe that Mr. Rumble knew of it ?

(The solicitor general objected. The witness oughtonly tobe asked what he told Rumble.)

Mr. BoviLL. Then I will ask this : Whatever may have been on your own mind as to the
ultimate destination of the vessel, did you ever communicate it to Mr. Rumble ?

No, never. :

The LorRDp CHIEF JUSTICE. Now, just answer me a few questions. How was it that on
““ g trial trip "’ the vessel went to Calais )

The person who was in charge of her (Ramsay) suggested it. It was a short trip, and it
was a beautiful day.

ll\rllr. Ramsay suggested it, you say?

es.
Without saying what it was for ?

es.
‘When did he suggest it ?
When we weighed anchor for the Nore.
Now, you say that as soon as you got to Calais, and the confederate flag was hoisted, you
asl}{(ed for the remainder of the purchase money, and got it?
os.
?\T?Vithout anything further?
o

They made no objection, and paid you at once ?
They were obliged to do so.
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They were at Calais, you know ?

Yes, but they could be compelied to pay.

Now, we have been told that while the ship was at Calais, in consequence of the state of
the boilers, & number of boiler-makers, &c., were sent over to manage the repairs. Did you
pa%rI for that ?

o

Did you know of Mr. Rumble going over to see to the payment ?

No.

You did not find the money, then, for it?

No. .

Nor your firm ?

No; we had nothing to do with it; we demanded immediate payment of the money and
got it.

However, you did not pay anything towards the repairs of the boilers, &e. ?

o.
You say you bought the vessel for £9,000, and sold her for £20,000, (subject to the
expense of equipment, &g.,) to a French firm; had you been in communication with them
before you bought her? :
Yes, I had done a large business with them.
But had you been in communication with them as to the purchase of the vessel ?
No; as soon as I purchased her, I went over to France to find a purchaser.

Cross-examined by the SOLICITOR GENERAL:

The witness said his memory had not been refreshed on the subject until recently, at Gib-
raltar, when his attention was directed to it by the report of the case in the newspapers.
(The trial bad been adjourned from December on account of the absence of tgis witness
and young Mr. Rumble, who were then both abroad.)
Did you go to the French firm ?
Yes.
You bought her on speculation to sell her again in France ?
Yes.
You went over to Paris about it?
Yes; the vessel had been open for sale to the public for two years.
You did not try to sell her in London ?
No. .
The witness went on to say that the government had stripped the ship and made her a
wreck. ’
The Lorp CHIVF JUSTICE. Not quite; they left enough for a considerable profit, it would
seem.
James Hare was then called, and *examined by Mr. Karslake. I carry on business as a
ainter at Sheerness. I knew Mr. Ramsay. I did notsee Mr. Rumble before I went to Mr.
amsay ; I saw him afterwards. They came together to my shop. I received an order to
do work on board the Victor; she was then at Sheerness. I painted her. -“We were workin,
at her until she left, and she was not finished then. My bill was £103; that was unpaig
when she left Sheerness. When I heard the Scylla had arrived at Calais I went to Mr.
Rumble at his house. That was about 9 on Saturday evening. He was not at home, but I
saw his daughter. I went again about -half-past 10, and saw him. I showed him my bill,
and told him I should look to him for the amount.

Cross-examined by Mr. LUsH:

I had been working the day she left, and meant to go again the next day. I did not know
she wds going. Thore was a good deal of work to do when she started. My tools were on
board.

In re-examination, the witness said that he would leave his tools on- board if he knew she
were going on a trial trip. )

James Cooke examined by Serjeant Ballantine. I am a nephew of Miss Burlington, a
furniture dealer. Ramsay and Kerr had a bill with us for £50 or £60. This was unpaid
when the vessel sailed.

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. I own, Mr. Bovill, I don’t see the point of this.

Mr. BoviLL. It is this, my lord: in reference to the letter I read yesterday of Mr. Rumble,
stating that, as he considered himself morally responsible to several tradesten in connexion
with the vessel, he must go over to Calais.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Oh, yes; I understand.

Miss Rumble was then called and examined by Mr. Serjeant Ballantine. I remember (she
said) the 28th of November, 1863. It was a Saturday. I was at home; my father was not.
He went up to town by the 9 o’clock train; he returned about 10. I was at home all the
evening. I should have known if any one called that evening. Mr. and Mrs. Thompson
did not call that evening. I remember the 24th of November. "I went to a lecture at Mile-
town, Sheerness; before that I went to a tea meeting with my father. My father lectured,
and we went away abont 10 in o cab. We got home about ten minutes past 10. We had



152 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE.

supper together. I retired about half-past 10. I have a brother. He came in while we were
at supper. Ileft him with my father. My father’s house is about half an hour’s walk from
Sheerness pier. The Scylla was about ten minutes from the shore by boat. I remember my
father going to Calais; he went alone.

In cross-examination by Mr. Lush, she said: I went to London with my father. 'When he
left me I went on fo Yorkshire. My father fetched me about five weeks afterwards. I did
not hear how long my father had been in Calais. My father has lectured three or four times.
The lecture began about 7. The last time the trial was on here was the first time I had this
brought to my mind. :

Joseph James Greathead was then called and examined by Mr. Bovill: I am chief engineer
in her Majesty’s service. I have been in the service eighteen years. I have known Mr.
Rumble seven years. - In 1863 I was engineer on board the Mars. I was also assistant to
Mr. Rumble. It is part of my duty to visit all vessels undergoing repairs. I remember the
day the Scylla left Sheerness. I went with Mr. Rumble to inspect the ship. 'We had a boat’s
crew with us; there were no police. We left the ship about 1.30. Mr. Rumble left with
me. He walked with me to my house; then went in the direction of his own house. I saw
him again at about 5.30. e was then in uniform. This was at a lecture and tea-meeting.
My, Rumble delivered the lecture. The lecture was over about 10. I saw Mr. Rumble get
into a cab to go home. The distance between Mr. Rumble’s house and the ship would be
between two and three miles. With tide it would take fifteen to twexty minutes, against .-
tide from one to three hours, to reach the ship.

Being then examined as to Newman having been engaged by Mr. Rumble, he said he did
- not know Newman at all, and denied ¢ toto the conversation sworn to by Newman with Mr.

Rumble after the vessel arrived at Calais. ‘

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. You never heard any conversation about Mr. Rumble goingy
to a confederate agent, or anything of the kind ?

‘WiTNESS. No; I never was present at any conversation with Mr. Rumble upon the subject
of the ship at all. :

In answer to the lord chief justice, the witness positively repeated this,

The next witness was Mr. Rumble, jr., who was cxamined by Mr. Karslake, Q. C., and
stated that he remembered the Scylla when at Sheerness, and was engaged at the dock-yard
himself. e said he remembered the vessel leaving the harbor at night. He confirmed his
sister’s evidence as to the lecture, and declared that he saw his father that evening after the
lecture. He then contradicted the evidence of the witness Newman, and positively denied
that he had ever been present at a conversation between his father and Newman, or that his -
father ever said in his presence (as Newman had said) that he was going to London to see
the confederate agent.

He was cross-cxamined by the solicitor general,-and it appeared that he had called at his
father's house that night to ask his father to come and see him, and did not see him, hut he
came ‘‘in about a quarter of anhour.” He was pressed as to whether he could positively
say it was not longer, but he could not say.

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. I presume you did not know anything about the ship being
for the confedererate service?

No. )
Then, if you had heard your father say that he was going to see the confederate agent it
wo;xld have struck you as remarkable?

V05,

And you are quite sure you never heard him say so?

Quite sure.

Mr. BoviLL said this was the case for the defence, and he was sorry that he had no right,
as this was a criminal case, to sum up his evidence or address the jury upon it. .

The Lorp CHIer JusTICE. 1 wisﬁ it were not so, and I hope to see that portion of our
criminal procedure altered. :

Mr. BoviLL. That, my lord, is a hint upon which I hope some amendment of the law
in that respect may be proposed.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. There ought, certainly, to be no difference between civil and
criminal procedure in that respect. ) '

Mr. BoviLL. Except this—that as eriminal cages are of more importance, touching, as they
do, the liberty of life of tho accused, it is more important that the counsel for the accused
should be placed om a fair footing of equality with the counsel for the prosecution.

Tho SOLICITOR GENERAL then rose to reply on the part of the Crown.

The Logp CHIEF JUSTICE desired him in the course of his address to point out upon what
particular counts he demanded a verdict against the defendant, for instance, as to the equip-
ment charges. )

The SoLICITOR GENERAL said he would do so, and then commenced his reply on the part
of the Crown. Ho commenced by complimenting Mr. Bovill for the zealous and able defence
he had made for his client, and thanked him for the very handsome compliment he had paid
to the conduct of the prosecution on the part of the Crown. At the same time, he said, his
learned friend had made some observations which he had heaid with great pain and regret.
His learned friend had more than insinuated that this prosecution was dictated by the Ameri-
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can government, and that the Ameriean government had caused it to be instituted with the
object that they might obtain a verdict from a British jury against an officer of the Crown,
and then upon that verdict found a claim for damages against this country ; and he attributed
this course to the malice and ill-will they bear against this country. Gentlemen, said the
learned solicitor general, with warmth and emphasis, I regret—deeply regret—that my
Jearned friend should have thought it consistent with his duty to make these observations.
Gentlemen, it is ne cause of surprise or complaint that those who represent the American
government in this country, if they had reason to suppose that any subjects of the Queen
had violated their neutrality and assisted their enemics, should bring these facts to the know-
ledge of the government. 'And it is proper that in their communications with the govern-
ment they should not confine themselves to mere suspicion, conjecture or accusation, (which'
could not be attended tq, ) but should submit some definite statement, consisting of evidence
they had obtained of facts which could be substantiafed. Gentlemen, it is the proper and
usual course to pursue; and if our positions were reversed, and if we ourselves were bellige-
rents and the United States were a neutral power, such a course would be proper for our
agents to take in America, and it is a course which has been heretofore, and many times,
adopted. And, gentlemen, 1 further say, that when evidence such as that is brought to the
attention of the government from any source, whether the American consul or their own
police, it is their bounden duty, not for the purpose of gratifying the malice of any foreign
nation, but for the purpose of vindicating our own laws._ In this country, as in all properly
governed countries, it is the sole right and duty of the sovereign power to make war, and
Where a subject is engaged in warlike operations, in fitting out ships, or in enlisting men for
the service of a belligerent, without the consent of the sovereign power, no nation with any_
self-respect can afford to pass over such an offence. It was, thercfore, the duty of the -
government, upon such evidence being brought to them from any source, to institute the
prosecution, and submit it to a jury, bound, of course, by their decision. Gentlemen, we
administer and enforce our own laws for our own satisfaction, not for the satisfaction of any
foreign government, and I should be unworthy of the office which I have the honor to hold
if I could propound it as a_topic worthy of a moment’s consideration in a ¢riminal case
whether your verdict of guilty or not guilty will give satisfaction or offence to any forei%n
power. Gentlemen, my Jearned friend has suggested that a claim for damages could be
founded on your verdict; but, surely, it is perfectly preposterous. 1 repeat, it is a perfectly
preposterous proposition that a government is answerable for the conduct of any of its officers
or subjects, if without its knowledge, sanction, or approbation. If, indeed, these acts were
ratified by the government, then there might be ground of complaint. But when a prose-
cution has been instituted and submitted to the jury, and a verdict of guilty or not guilty
returned, there can be mo possible cause of ‘complaint against this country. It the
ease isnot proved against Mr. Rumble, of course you will acquit him; and, of course,
you will not give & moment’s consideration to the effect which may.be produced abroad.
‘But, if the case is proved, I confess I cannot fellow the reasoning of my learned friend that
it could be any ground of a claim against this country that you have thus pronounced &
verdict of guilty. But, gentlemen, 1 pass from these topies which I regret my learned
friend should have introduced, to & consideration of the evidence in the case, to which, and
which alone, I invite your attention. The learned solicitor general then proceeded to reply
upon Mr. Bovill’s remarks as to the character of the witnesses and the conduct of O’'Kelly.

o then proceeded as to the remarks upon the payment of 12s. 6d. a week to witness. It
would have been impossible to keep those witnesses together for such a long time, adjourned
as the trial has been time after time. It is a mistake to suppose that they got this in addition
to their pay. But it is for you to weigh the evidence.. They had no animosity against Mr.
Rumble, and it is almost impossible to suppose that & number of British sailors have con-
cocted such stories as these men have told. Now, let us see what the character of this trans-
action is. I don’t think you can doubt that this vessel, when she was bought, was intended
for a war vessel. That she left Sheerness in a hurry no one can doubt. She starts at mid-
night. Half way across the mask is thrown off. Ramsay tells the men that he has given
her a new name; hoists the confederate flag, and she becomes to all intents and purposes 2
confederate vessel. You cannot doubt what Ramsay’s intention was. The Jearned counsel
then called attention to the character of the evidence of Mr. Pearson, which he characterized
as most unsatisfactory. He then proceeded : We now como to the question, did Mr. Rumble
bona fide believe that this vessel was destined for the China trade? I agree with my learned
friend that even if Mr. Rumble had equipped and manned the vessel himself, it without
knowledge of her destination he is not guilty. Now, gentlemen, (continued the learned soli-
citor general,) a word as to thelaw upon the subject. I quite agree with my learned friend
that it must be proved that Mr. Rumble did the acts with an intent to contravene the statute,
‘and that he must be proved to have had that intention in this country. But, gentlemen, let
me direct your attention, and my lords, to the recent statute (24 Victoria, ) which cnacts that
whoever shall aid and abet or counsel or procure the commission of any misdemeanor
(whether at common law or by statute) shall be liable to be indicted as a principal offender.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. But where do you say that the misdemeanor must be com-
pleted ? There mustbe a hiring ox enlistment within the United Kingdom, or a misdemeanor
is not completed. )
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The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I quite agree.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. You must, therefore, come to that—whether the actual enlist
ment was in the United Kingdom. The misdemeanor he ‘‘counselled”” must have been
committed.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I quite agree ; but if a man is enlisted in this country to serve
in the confederate navy—whether it is for & trial trip or a trip to China—not only those who
hired, but those who aided and abetted, may be treated as principals in the offence.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE. If they knew of it, and enlisted with the intention ; but no
one of the men said that they had any notion of the fact. .

The SOLICITOR GENERAT. My contention is that the intention in the mind of the enlister
is the neus rea, and that if the accused enlisted men on board a ship which he knew to be in-
tended to be used in the confederate service, or causes them to serve, that is an offence.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Every one of these men might have thrown up his engage-
ment when he found that the vessel was not in British ownership.

The SoLICITOR GENERAL. No doubt; but the question is as to the intention of the party
enlisting them,

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. But you must show an enlisting by the person who enlists to
serve in the belligerent service.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. If the indictment were against the parties enlisting; but this
is against the party said to have enlisted them.

The Lorp CHIEF JUSTICE. You can hardly put a different construction on the same words
in the same enactment. '

The foreman of the jury here said : My lord, is it competent for us to €xpress an opinion
which might save a greaf deal of time? ~ We have formed an opinion as to whether the de-
fendant was aware of the real destination of the vessel, and our opinion is that he was not.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. Gentlemen, that is the point on which T was abott to address
you. :

Tle LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Gentlemen, if you have firmly and finally decided upon that
point, it is, of course, useless to go on; but thatis the great point to which your attention is
to be directed. .

The SoLiciTor GENERAL. Gentlemen, I should be glad to be relieved from the painful
duty imposed upon me, but it is my bounden duty to call your attention to the several cir-
cumstances which tend strongly to the conclusion that he'did know of it, and I must pray
you, therefore, to hear me. Ifa person knowing that a vessel is destined for the service of a
belligerent engages men to serve on board, I submit that it is an offence, and equally so, al-
though the men are engaged, as in the case of the ‘‘ Queen vs. Jones,” (tried before the lord
chief justice at Liverpool,) to go to another place abroad and there to be enlisted in the bel-
ligerent service ; that is clearly an offence within the act.

The LorD CHIEF JUSTICE.” I cannot quite accede to the terms of that proposition that it is
““clearly within the act.” ' : .
The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I submit it ; though, probably, your lordship may deem it a

point which deserves consideration.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. Yes, it ought to be reserved.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL then proceeded. Such, he said, was the view of the law he had
desired to submit to the Jjury, and he understood it was to be so taken for the purpose of the
trial. That is the law, and I will now proceed to facts, and will call your attention to what I
think shows that Mr. Rumble knew the destination of the vessel. ~The supposition is that
Mr. Rumble was imposed upon. Let us see if his conduct is consistent with this, I will say
now that I rely on tﬁe hiring of Shaw and Hall. The learned counsel then called attention
to passages in the evidence of these men.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE. There is no engagement of Shaw.

The SoLICITOR GENERAL. If your lordship takes that view I shall not press it. But I
must call your attention to this: In an interview where Mr. Rumble was present, Shaw,
thinking the pay was not enough, says they are getting as much as this in the merchant ser-
vice, What can be the meaning of this if this vessel were supposed to be in the merchant
service? The learned counsel then called attention to some other passages of a like nature.
He then proceeded: I must submit to his lordship that there is evidence as to enlistment of
Firth and Hurford, and, under the common law courts, as to the enlistment of Maloney.

The LorD CHIEF JuSTICE. There is no evidence as to Maloney. He went across to Ca-
lais. Then he left, and afterwards was engaged as a boiler-maker, and only &s a boiler-maker.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL said that he relied upon the common law courts for an offence
in counselling, &c., Maloney and others to enlist.

The LORD CRIEF JUSTICE. What is the common law offence?

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. The gist of the ‘common law offence is enlistment in a vessel
for warlike purposes. i

The LoRD CHIEF JUSTICE. Then it is clear there was no enlistment of Maloney within
the act. The intention of being enlisted for warlike purposes must exist at the time of en-
listment.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL. I shall reserve the right of objecting to your lordship’s ruling
on that point. Now, as to Mr. Rumble’s knowledge. He' procures men, is constantly on



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 155

board, and actually makes himself liable for tradesmen’s bills. Whofor? Pearson? Ram-
say? Why should he do all this for mere acquaintances? ‘Then she goes to Calais. Mr.
Pearson says that after she went there he had nothing.to do with her. The case for the other
side is, that a gross fraud had been committed on Mr. Rumble. What is his conduct when
he finds out that this fraud has been committed upon him—when he finds that the ship which
should have gone to Calais has hoisted the confederate flag? Instead of being indignant as
one would imagine, ke goes over to Calais with boiler-makers for the vessel; heisseen there
in the cabin of the vessel, sitting with the officers. Is this the conduct of & man who has
been imposed upon? It is said, on the part of Mr. Rumble, that he went to Calais to get
payment of tradesmen at Sheerness; if so, why did he take the boiler-makers with him to
the assistance of the vessel? Those are all the remarks I wish to make. Of course, if you
are of opinion that Mr. Rumble did not do_ these things with a guilty knowledge, you will
acquit him ; but if you think he had a guilty knowledge, I have no doubt you will uphold
the law of the country—a law of so much importance to all of us, as enabling her Majesty
to observe and adhers to her neutrality and to preserve the peace of the country.

The LORD CHIEF JUSTICE then proceeded to sum up the case to the jury. Geentlemen, he
said, you have already intimated an opinion as to a point which lies at the root of this in-
quiry, viz: that the defendant was not party to an engagement of men with a view to enlist-
ment in the confederate service, for that is, undoubtedly, the very gist of the indictment ; and
I am always reluctant, when a jury have expressed an opinion ‘which tends to the acquittal
of an accused person, to stand between him and the verdict which they are desirous of pro-
nouncing. Nevertheless, gentlemen, I thought it much better that you should hear what the
solicitor general had to urge, and also the few observations which I desire to address to you.
If you still remain of the same mind, and the result of the whole inquiry is, that you think
that whatever may have been the motive of other people, the defendant was a mere inrnocent
agent in the matter—if you come clearly to that conclusion, it is, of course, unnecessary to
consider the particular instances in which he may have been engaged, and the particular in-
dividuals with reference to whom the different counts are framed; and it may be as well,
therefore, to address ourselves in the first instance to that uestion, viz: as to how far Mr.
Rumble, in engaging these men to take service on board the vessel, (putting aside for the
present the legal question whether their engagement, under the particular circumstances,
with the intention upon his part that they should be so engaged, would amount to an offence,
either within the statute or at common law,) how far he had at the time the intention to con-
travene the objéct of the act, and consider with what intention he did the acts complained
of. Now, thero cannot be the shadow of a doubt in anybody’s mind that those who bought
this vessel from the government sold her—whether directly to the agents of the confederate
government, or to some parties who stood midway between these agents and themselves—
With the intent that the vessel should pass into the service of the confederates. No one who
heard Mr. Pearson’s evidence—no one who saw and heard him while iving his evidence—
can imagine any possible doubt upon that question. But when Mr. Pearson tells you
(though the credibility of the statement is matter for you to consider) that what was held
out as the ostensible object, even as between Coleman & Co. and the French firm, was
that the ship should be engaged in the China trade—though, no doubt, that was for the pur-
pose of masking the real intention and purpose of the parties—Mr. Kumble, to whom the
same language was used, may have been imposed u{)on by this pretence, and may have en-
gaged the men to serve on board the vessel in the honest belief that what was told him by
them was true, and that the ship was intended to take a trip to China, and to be
engaged in the opium trade, in which we know it often turns out that large profits
are reaped by those who embark in it. And it is possible that Mr. Rumble may have
been deceived by what every one must feel to have been a mere pretence for the purpose of
masking the intention of the principals in the business. I put on one side here the state-
ments of two or three witnesses who speak to conversations in which Mr. Rumble is alleged
to have taken part, and which would bear a different construction, for they are open to a
great deal of observation, and painful remarks were made by Mr. Bovill on the manner they
had been tampered with. One of them says that when the terms of the engagement were
being discussed, Mr. Rumble observed that if they went in the vessel they would come back
great gainers, and that he should like to go shares with them. That may have been said
innocently, and with reference to an adventure intended for China ; but it may have an op-
posite construction, as referring to the vessel being destined for war, and the probability of
prize money being realized, in which the men on board would be entitled to share. Another
‘conversation had reference to the subject of clothing, and he is represented to have said that
there was plenty of gray cloth on board, and men who could make it up—that is, for the
confederate uniform. If these conversations were to be credited, it would go very plainly to
show the service in which the men were to be engaged. The witnesses, however, are open
to much observation, and I certainly would recommend you, with reference to evidence
which has been obtained or * nursed’” by means of such practices as we have heard these
witnesses confess to, I would advise you to receive all they say, more especially with regard
to couversations, with extreme caution. But I would call attention to the fact to which it is
important we should advert. It was not denied on the part of Mr. Rumble that after the
vessel had shown her true colors, and her true character was no longer disguised, and when
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he confederate flag was hoisted and confederate officers were on board of her and in com-
mand of her, and when she was to all intents and purposes a confederate vessel; when thig
came to his knowledge he neither remonstrated with those who (as it is represented) had
made him their dupe and their fool in the transaction, nor did he wash his hands of all fur-
ther participation in the enterprise; but, on the contrary, he went on engaging men, and
seeking them out for the purpose of engagement. Let any man consider what would have.
been his conduct if he had found himself placed in the position in which Mr. Rumble is
represented to have been placed; a British subject, an officer in the royal navy, perfectly
aware of the law, perfectly aware that in lending himself to an enterprise of this kind he was
violating his duty as a subject and an officer in the service of the Crown, finding that he had
been induced to take part in such an enterprise by representations that it was an adventure
in the China trade, what would have been the course any one would have taken who found
that he had been made an innocent instrument of such a design? Would not. his first im-
pulse have been to remonstrate with those who had placed him in such a false and painful
position ?  But we hear of no such remonstrance ; and not only so, but he engages a number
of boiler-makers, and not merely sends, but takes them over to Calais, and goes with them
to Calais, and induces them tb work on the ship. Gentlemen, I feel that I should not have
discharged my duty if I had not asked you to consider these circumstances. Not, indeed,
that what he may have done at Calais is the subject-matter of this indictment ; but it throws
light upon what was his understanding and intent in the earlier part of the transaction, and
upon that which is the subject-matter of the inquiry, viz: the state of his mind and the in-
tention with which he did the acts charged against him ; and for this reason, that it is diffi-
cult to conceive that a man who had not the mind and intent, alleged at the time the matters
took place which are the subject of this prosecution, and who had found out that he had
been made an instrument of in the matter, would have gone to do what was necessary to
carry out the design. It is well, therefore, that you should direct your attention to these
_matters. And Ishould add, that if you are of opinion that this part of the case.is true, then
it may tend to confirm the credibility of the witnesses who speak to the specific facts which
are the subject of the indictment. Now, gentlemen, the indictment is divided into two main
heads or branches ; one is as to the equipment of the vessel for the sérvice of the Confeder- -
ate States; the other is as to the enlistment of men for that service. As to the former, I
did not understand the solicitor general to ask you to give a verdict on those counts which
relate to the equipment. The vessel was bought as a hull, that is, with only her machinery
and without masts, sails, or spars, and destitute of warlike stores of every kind. And noth-
ing appears to have been done to furnish or equip her, or supply her with materials or
munitions of war. Therefore, I do not see how the trifling things which the defendant is
alléged to have done, not amounting to an *‘ equipment,” could be a ground for convicting
him under these counts of the indictment. They, therefore, may be dismissed from your
considération. The point to which your attention is to be directed, and upon which you are
asked to give your verdict for the Crown, is the counts as to the enlistment of men. Now,
as I have already said, what takes place at Calais does not come within the statute, and the
only part of the case which could do so is that which took place at Sheerness.

The lord chief justice here entered into an elaborate analysis of the evidence as to the enlist-
ment. His lordship read some passages from the evidence of Firth and others, and observed:
It plainly appears })rom this that the idea in every one's mind was, that the vessel was going
on a trial trip and then to China. It also appears that all the engagements made by Mr.
Rumble were temporary. His lordship then called attention to the evidence of Newman. as
to the interview with Mr. Rumble after the vessel had started, and said, if this evidence were
uncontradicted, I should say that there could be no doubt as to the knowledge of Mr. Rumble.
But there is an answer to this in the evidence of Mr. Greathead and young Mr. Rumble, who
deny this interview altogether. As to the hurried nature of the departure of the vessel and
the defendants having been on board, there is-the evidence of the defendant’s son and
daughter, and, in fact, of Mr. Greathead also, who showed most conclusively (if they are
to be credited) that the defendant was in different places until half past 11 o’clock, and could
not well have been on board at that time. As to the evidence of Thompson, that is certainly
very material (if it can, be depended on) in showing that the defendant knew that these en-
gagements were for the confederate service. But the duughter contradicts all this, saying
that they could not have seen her father at the time they swear to, as he was not. thére at
that time. There is, then, the evidence of Maloney and some others (into which also his
lordship elaborately entered,) and that, gentlemen, continued his lordship, makes the case
of the prosecution, and it appears to come to this, that the engagement of the men was to
serve on board the vessel on what was called a trial trip for a fortnight. It further appears
that,"up to the time the vessel left, none of them had the remotest idea that the ultimate
destination of the vessel was that she should enter into the confederate service, and that
they or any of them should enter into that service, but that the notion at the time was that
after the trial trip was completed she would go to China and embark in the opium trade ;

‘that some of them desired a permanent engagement in that trade, and that some declined
to go, but that none of them had any notion that the vessel was intended to be used in the
confederate service. But then the great question presents itself, whether, supposing that the.
defendant knew what the ulterior purpose or object of the vessel was, and that, so far as he
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engaged the men, he did so with the view that they should, when the vessel had gone away
from Sheerness, be induced to enlist in the confederate service, whether that comes within
the act, or would constitute an offence at common law. We will not, however, stop to enter
into that inquiry now ; but if you should be of opinion that he did procure them to enter
into engagements nominally for a trial trip, but with the ulterior purpose on his part of get-
ting them into a position in which they might be induced to enlist in the confederate service,
you had better find the defendant guilty, the point being reseived for the consideration of
the court whether or not that would constitute an offence either at common law or within
the statute. But you must first be satisfied in your own minds that he did procure the men
to engage in the “trial trip” with the object that they should be afterwards induced to enlist
in the confederate seryice. Now, that would depend a good deal on the question, What
was the purpose with which the vessel left Sheerness? Did she go, in fact, upon a *‘trial
trip 7" or was the intention to get her out of the river, and beyond the reach of English
law, that then the enlistment in the confederate service might be carried on with impunity ?
Now, certainly the case as it was at first presented on the part of the prosecution was that
the vessel had been suddenly taken out to sea at night, without any idea of * a trial trip,”
and taken over to Calais; but there was a good deal of evidence on the other side (much of
it coming from the witnesses for the Crown) which well deserves your seriois consideration.
If Mr. Rumble, whatever might have been his secret notions or consciousness of the desti-
nation of the vessel, and how much there might have been of impropriety on his part in
taking part in a transaction of this kind—if his object in engaging these men was simply
that the vessel should go out on a trial and come back, it would be quite different from a
design to get the vessel out under the pretence of a trial trip, and thus get the men into a
- position in which they might be induced to enlist in the confederate service. Now, what
was the state of the vessel when she went out? If we believe Mr. Pearson, the purchasers,
in reselling her, were under a legal obligation to repair and equip her at an expense ot about
£5,000; and if so, it is idle to suppose that those who had thus bought her would have
taken her out of the hands of the sellers, relieving them from the obligation to do these ex-
tensive and essential repairs. In what condition, then, did she go to sea? It appeared that
she had nothing to fit her for a voyage further than for a mere trial trip, and that is a fact
which tends to show that the statement is true that it was a mere trial trip. If so, and if
it was intended simply to send the vessel out on a trial trip, and to see if %er engines and
boilers were all right, and then.come back into the river and continue in the possession of
Mr. Pearson and the sellers in order to her being equipped and repaired, it would be idle to
ask you to come to the conclusion that Mr. Rumble, whatever part he may have taken in
the engagement of the men, engaged them with a view to the confederate service, and in
that view of the case the defendant ought to be acquitted. But if you believe that the ves-
sel was to go away to Calais in order to get out of the reach of the English authorities, and
that the object of Mr. Rumble in engaging these men was that when they were on the other
side of the water they should beinduced to enlist in the confederate service, then he ought
to be convicted. The representation of Mr. Pearson was that it was intended that the ves-
sel should come back, but that her boilers gave way, and that she had to go into harbor;
that then she had to show her flag ; and that it was then that the confederate flag was hastily
made up and hoisted ; and that the confederate officers came on board, and the true character
of the vessel was declared. 1t is for you to decide what was the intention of Mr. Rumble in
_engaging these men, and what was the true motive and intention of the transaction itself.
Did he know that she was intended for the confederate service, and did he lend himself to
the purpose by engaging men with intent that they should be enlisted into that service?
Gentlemen, it is a case of the gravest importance. It is of the gravest national importance
that the law in this respect should be observed and upheld. No nation professing neutrality
ought to tolerate that its subjects should take upon themselves to assist one or other of two
belligerent powers—powers at war with one another. It is not consistent with its own
national honor—I will not say safety, for it is a phrase you, perhaps, would not approve—
but it is not consistent with its best and truest interests, and its real honor and welfare, that
such a course should be permitted. Above all, one is grieved to find that an officer in her
Majesty’s service should, either directly or indirectly, have lent himself to a purpose so con-
trary to his duty and to the honor of the Crown. Gentlemen, I must say that I cannot look
without great regret at a part of the case resting upon evidence which cannot be doubted or
gainsaid—the conduct of Mr. Rumble in going over to the vessel after her true character and
destination had been disclosed. But we must not press that too far; and though it may show
that at that time, at all events, he had the intention of assisting the equipment of the vessel
for the confederate service, it does not conclusively show what his intentions were at an
earlier stage of the transaction. On the other hand, you must not lose sight of this—es-
pecially in reference to conversations and other parts of the case pressed against the de-
fendant—that much of the evidence is open to the gravest suspicion. One regrets to find
that in this country any person should be found who, acting on one side or the other, should
pursue such an abominable system as that which appears to have been pursued in coaxing
these witnesses, and keeping them together in the manner which we have heard of, with
unlimited and extravagant refreshment and amusement, and supplies of money. Not that
1 blame those who instituted tho prosecution for giving subsistence money to those witnesses
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whose avocations would call them'out of the country, and who could not be expected to re-
main here without support while earning no wages, and no fault can be found with the
reasonable sums disbursed for that purpose by a respectable firm of solicitors at Rochester
on behalf of the admiralty. But I speak of the unlimited, extravagant debauchery which
has been carried on by that man O’Kelly, (who I hope, for the credit of this country, is not
a British subject)—it is with reference to that I speal ; and I would advise that the evidence
of witnesses thus dealt with should be received with extreme caution. At the same time, if
the probabilities of the case, when you come to look at the other circumstances and the con-
current testimony of all the witnesses, lead to the conclusion that those statements are true,
they arc not lightly to be set aside. Then comes the question, what do they amount to?
Do they show that the defendant engaged the men with intent that they should be enlisted
in the confederate service? That depends not only on the terms and manner of their en-
gagement, but upon the real intention and design of the parties concerned. And what that
was it is for you to say, judging from all the circumstances in the case.

The jury, who had listened to this cliarge with the utmost attention, then consulted among
themselves for some time. In the result, however, they returned a verdict of not guilty,
which was received with some applause.

[From the London Times of February 7, 1865.]

The story of the Rappahannock has at last been elucidated by a judicial inquiry, and it
eertainly discloses a very gross abuse of our neutrality by some person or persons unknown.
The acquittal of the defengant, Mr. Rumble, only proves that in the opinion of the jury he
was the tool of others ; it does not in the least degree negative the fact that a flagrant breach
of the foreign enlistment act was committed. The second section of our act, as our readers
are well aware by this time, prohibits the hiring, retaining, en aging, or procuring any one to
anter the service of a foreign belligerent, and makes any such sact a misdemeanor. Under
this section, Mr. Rumble, being the inspector of machinery afloat in her Majesty’s dock-yard
at Sheerness, was indicted in the month of June last, and although he was also indicted
ander the famous 7th section, which is directed against illegal equipment ; yet, as this charge
was virtually abandoned, everything really turned onthe former. The trial was commenced
before the lord chief justice of England, and several witnesses had been examined on behalf
of the Crown, when an important question arose on the statementof a person called Newman,
and the lord chief justice thought it his duty to adjourn the trial for the production of fur-
ther testimony.  The result has shown that the delay was necessary for the purposes of justice,
and Mr. Rumble doubtless owes the verdict in his favor to the evidence in contradiction of
Newman, which he has thus been enabled to adduce. Whether he has cleared himself of all
complicity with practices derogatory to the honor and interests of the government whose ger-
vant he is, can only be determined by a careful perusal of the whole case.

A screw gunboat, called the Victor, of about five hundred tons burden, and carrying six
guns, was offered for sale by the admiralty in 1863. It was purchased for £9,000 on behalf
of Messrs. Gordon, Coleman & Co., ship-owners, of London, through a Mr. Zachary Pearson.
‘Who was the real owner does not clearly appear, but Messrs. Coleman were the registered
owners, and after being stripped of her warlike fittings, the Victor was delivered to them on
the 10th of November. It was given out that she was destined for the China trade, and it
was whispered that she might be employed in carrying opium. She was re-christened the
Scylla, and government workmen belonging to Sheerness dock-yard were employed in repair-
ing and adapting her for a mercantile voyage—a proceeding which strikes us as strange, but
which does not seem to be unusual. This went on until the 24th of November, when the
scenes were shifted, and the Scylla quitted the Thames in the middle of the night, towed out
by a government tug, and steered direct for Calais. By the time that she reached that port
she was the Rappahannock, her old name having been painted over, and a confederate flag,
according to the testimony of several witnesses, having been hoisted during the voyage.
Yery few, if any, regular sailors were on board at this time, but & number of boiler-makers,
stokers, &c., were transported in her across the channel, and were urged by the new cap-
tain, who then appeared for the first time, to enlist in the confederate service. They were
offered £8 a month wages, with £10 bounty and a prospect of prize money and *‘fame.”
Many were induced to comply, more boiler-makers were sent for from England, coals were
taken in, and the unlawful equipment of a confederate cruiser was advancing rapidly towards
completion, when the French government intervened and marred the whole plot by closing
the egress from Calais.

‘Wo have next to see what part Mr. Rumble played in this mysterious transaction, and,
that we may be in no danger of misrepresenting it, we shall here follow the guidance of the
lord chief justice. It was not denied that from the time of the sale to that of the departure
for Calais, while the Scylla was the property of a private firm, he was constantly on board,
and provided her with men, who were afterwards solicited to enlist under the confederate
flag.” Without relying too much on the details of conversations as reported by witnesses of
very doubtful credit, it is abundantly evident that he gave active assistance to the owners
i hiring a crew.  Not only go, but he certainly used expressions implying that they might
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took for larger profits than could be expected in the ordinary merchant service.  If we believe
all that was sworn on behalf of the Crown, we must suppose that he went ruch farther than
this; that he talked, for instance, of gray uniforms, and afterwards openly declared that he
was going to see the confederate agent; but this last assertion was emphatically denied by
parties alleged to have been present at the time, and whose attendance was procured for the
adjourned trial. It is also fair to point out that, whatever Mr. Rumble’s impressions or sus-
picions may-have been, almost every one else really believed that the vessel was going to
China, and that the engagements actually made by him were merely temporary. In fact, it
was contended by his counsel that the voyage to Calais was nothing more, at least so far as
he was aware, than ““a trial trip,” and that he had no idea of abetting a scheme for placing
her beyond the reach of English law, where the foreign enlistment act might be safely defied.
The objection to this charitable view was that, after the dénouement at Calais, when the con-
federate flag had been hoisted and confederate officers were in command of the Rappahannock,
Mr. Rumble ““neither remonstrated with those who (as it is represented) had made him their
dupe and their tool in the transaction, nor did he wash his hands of all further participation
in the enterprise, but, on the contrary, he went on engaging men, and seeking them out for
the purposes of engagement.” He not only sent them, but himself took them over to Calais,
and induced them to work on the ship, and, though an innocent motive for this journey was
suggested, we must attribute such an act on the part of a government officer, under such cir
cumstances, to imprudence of a kind that is hardly credible. But, then, as the lord chief
Justice reminded the jury, the offence charged was one that must have been committed in
this country. Though Mr. Ramble’s conduct at Calais might be conclusive proof that he
had then a guilty knowledge of the vessel’s true character, and an intention to assist the
confederate agents, it could only be used indirectly and retrospectively to show what his pur-
pose was in engaging men at Sheerness. The jury, who had already intimated an opinion
that he was not cognizant of the Scylla’s destination at the earlier stage, gave a favorable
eonstruction to the whole affair, and Mr. Rumble may congratulate himself on having sailed
very near the wind with impunity.

There are many to whom this result, like that of the Alexandra case, will seem thoroughly
unsatisfactory, amd who may hastily impute to the imperfection of our law what is really
due to the shadowy nature of the facts to be proved. A breach of the foreign enlistment act
in.some respects resembles an act of bribery, and is perfectly unlike most crimes and misde-
meanors. A man cannot commit murder or burglary by proxy, nor can there be much
doubt as to the animus of those to whom, whether as principals or accessories, such deeds
are brought home. But the criminality of an illegal enlistment may be so distributed among
various parties that a conviction can hardly be obtained. By a judicious reticence, A may
keep the dangerous secret locked up in his own breast, while B, who asks no questions,
does the work at his request, and C, a stranger to all that has happened, gives the finishing
stroke of illegality at the last moment. Where both are so liberally rewarded, in promises
at least, the arts of evasion will keep pace with the arts of espionage. The interposition of
a ‘“French firm” between the purchasers of the Scylla and the confederate agents would
have made it difficult to conviet any British subject whatever of equipping the Rappahan-
nock contrary to law. At the same time, the system of “ nursing” witnesses, plying them
with unlimited refreshment and amusement and supplies of money, which was found to have
been carried on by federal agents, weakened the credit which would otherwise have been due
to their statements. It was a case in which diamonds were employed to cut diamonds, and
it is not without a sense of satisfaction that we learn how unprofitable these clandestine deal-
ings sometimes turn out. Mr. Pearson, who does notdeny that he has sent the confederates
ships (of what kind he does not specify,) complains piteously that while the.federals robbed
him of the ships, the confederates refused to pay for them. It is possible, therefore, to burn
one’s fingers in these speculations without coming within the grasp of the law. In this in-
stance a tolerable profit was realized, for the vessel, after undergoing some repairs, was sold
for £20,000, part of which was paid in cotton bonds. It is not for us to say how British
merchants can reconcile such questionable dealings with their consciences, but that dock-
yard officials should be parties to them is absolutely intolerable. So far from agreeing with
Mr. Bovill's strictures on the prosecution of Mr. Rumble, we hold that our government was
mofrally bound to undertake it, and that it has elicited facts which more than Jjustify its in-
terference.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 873.] - LeGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
: London, February 9, 1865.

Sir: I presume that you will have received information of the escape of the
iron-clad steamer Olinda from Nantes, and the transfer of rebel seamen and
armament from the steamer City of Richmond, sent from this port, at the island
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of Houat, on the French coast, from other sources, much more fully and cir-
cumstantially than I have been able to obtain. In treating of the matter I
shall, therefore, confine myself to the share that I have had in the subsequent
proceedings. '

The first intelligence I had came on Saturday, the 28th January, in a tele-
gram through Liverpool from the consul at Nantes, stating the facts in not a
very clear. way. So far as I could then understand it, the whole affair had

been carried on under French connivance, and with French instraments, so that
" T took it for granted that Mr. Bigelow, at Parie, would be the proper person to
take care of it. - At the same time I knew that Mr. Dudley, at Liverpool, who
had first reccived the information, would let the government know of it by the
steamer that sailed that day. : ,

On Sunday last I received from Mr. Perry, at Madrid, a telegram announcing
that an iron-clad steamer, mounting threc guns, with seventy-four men, had put
into Corunna to repair damages. It was called the Stonewall. Not having a
doubt of the identity of this vessel, T immediately sent a telegram to the consul
at Flushing, directing him to notify Commodore Craven at once of the facts.
He replied, the same day, that the commodore was already goune to Dover, to
which place he would forward my message. I have not since heard anything
either of the message or the commodore.

It turns out, from later information, that the steamer first called by a F'rench
name, ’Expeditif, which met this vessel to supply the men and armament was
in fact the British steamer City of Richmond, which I knew to have left Lon-
don about the 13th of January, with a number of men enlisted for the rebels.
I had already apprised the British government of the fact of her departure,
though I could not then mention the destination. And the Stonewall turns
out to be one of M. Arman’s vessels, built originally in France for the rebels;
then negotiated for by the Danish government, and sent to Copenhagen for
inspection, but rejected by it as not satisfactory ; next examined and inspected
by Mr. Barreda, the Peruvian minister, and found unseaworthy ; and, lastly,
slipped out of France by the original party that was responsible for it, and had
failed to get rid of it. Under these circumstances it does not surprise me that
after trial in the bay of Biscay she should have put into Ferrol to repair
damages. My impression is that, as usual, the rebels will meet with a disap-
pointment greater than their success. If Commodore Craven does not dispose
of her, she will be lucky if she gets across the Atlantic in any shape. With a
proper degree of vigilance on the part of our seamen, her prospect of getting
into Charleston will not be very brilliant, much less of doing our fleet the anti-
cipated damage. Forewarned is forearmed against every such effort.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiaM H. SEWARD, , -
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 874.] LecATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
: : London,” February 10, 1865.

Sir: A great change is taking place in the impression here of the issue of
the American struggle. I had occasion to observe it on Wednesday evening,
the first time of any revival in society in the piesent season. This is not
brought about entirely by the public news. Throughout the war there has
been a constant passing and repassing of private individuals of both nations,
whose reports have always had much effect on opinion in private circles here.
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In previous years these reports have tended to confirm the cherished impression
of the ability of the rebels to maintain their original position. I have reason _
to believe that this season there is a marked change. Indeed, the accounts of
the exhaustion of the country, as they come to me indirectly from these sources,
far exceed the most exaggerated estimate published in our newspapers. As
there is no imputing this testimony to hostile feeling, it carries with it the more
weight. This is made visible even in the columns of the London Times, which
has materially chaaged its contemptuous and flippant style of criticism. T now
find it policy, admitted to have been to stimulate a disruption of the United -
States, freely condemned, and the failure to adopt the precise opposite .point
quite as freely lamented, in some quarters where no such sentiments have been
uttered before.

Under these circumstances I cannot but think the policy to be adopted to-
wards Great Britain from this time forward as of no little consequence to the
future well-being of both nations. Much cause as we have to be indignant with
the greater part of the governing class, for the very gross manner in which they
have betrayed their partiality to our disadvantage, it is fitting to remember that
another, and not incousiderable, portion of the nation has steadily persevered,
against all discouragement, in upholding our cause. Our victory will be equally
their triumph. It will react very largely upon their popular elections. The
ministry itse!f, though failing in the element of courage, has, for the most part,
aimed to be fricndly. It has steadily discountenanced every overture from
abroad to a different course of action. I am not sure that at ofie moment a
slight variation, stimulated by some of the adverso influences within it, might
not, if unrestrained, have led to a material modification of our present prospects
of success. In any event it would have imposed much greater difficulties in
our way. It may be well to keep all these considerations in mind, in regulating
the extent to which our just irritation might carry us. In proportion as we
arrive at the term of our immediate struggle will be the necessity of being
prepared to meet » new emergency. The general fear now is that the domestic
reconciliation will be simultaneous with a foreign war. It may have the effect
even to iuterpose new obstacles immediately in our way. It is important, if
possible, in some indirect way, to soothe these alarms. I trust I have done no
more than my simple duty in making these representations.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, :

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mpr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1263.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 13, 1865.

Sir: The manceuvres of Major General Thomas, with the army of the Cum-
berland, though not yet fully developed, are nevertheless exciting great alarm
in Alabama. Rebel reports give us our only information concerning the advance
of Major General Sherman in South Carolina. It appears certain that, on the
8th instant, he had broken communication across the Kdisto, between Branch-
ville and -Augusta.

Lieutenant Greneral Grant has extended and advanced his line to Hatcher’s
Run, below Petersburg, so as to materially affect the insurgent communication
with North Carolina. The operation cost a severe battle, but the advantage
gained is supposed to be remunerative. Ice in the rivers and harbors has de-
layed some of the troops sent forward to re-cnforce General Terry in his opera-
tions against Wilmington.

Ilpc
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The return of the so-called peace commissioners to Richmond seems to have
been made the occasion for a vigorous effort to revive the flagging resolution of
the insurgents, by exaggerating the consequences of our success. I give you
what comes to us as an abstract of a speech of J. P. Benjamin, which, I think,
betrays a consciousness that the rebel cause is despérate.  Our private informa-
tion from Richmond is that the panic existing there does not yield to the reme-
dies applied by the insurgent physicians.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

OnaRrLES FRANCIS ADAMS, §c., §c., &c., London.

(The same, mutatis mutandis, to all our principal ministers in Europe.)

[From the Richmond Whig of February 10, 1865.]

Mr. BENJAMIN’S SPEECH.

Mr. Benjamin was then introduced. He said: The animation that pervades the meeting,
the cheers with which you greet the defiance of our foemen, the flush that tingles in your
cheeks at the proposition that we, freemen, should bow the neck to the conqueror's yoke—
all give assurance that the fires of freedom burn unquenchably in your souls. How great
the change of a week ago! Then despondency and gloom pervaded all things. Men,
querulous at disappointments, fretful at reverses, asked whether peace was attainable but
by continued warfare ; then, the wish being father to the thought, they held that it was our.
indisposition to negotiate, rather than the objectionable terms of the foeman, that was in the
way. Now, cheerful voices are heard all round; now, hope beams upon all countenances;
now, the cheering, the ennobling influence of our glorious women sheds its influence upon
our cause, and leads us on in the paths of duty ang honor. 'What is the cause of this sudden
change in our affairs? .

Have we found allies, as our fathers did? Has any European ship of state swung loose
from the icy fetters of timidity and indifference? Just the reverse. There comes across the
waters no voice that any aid is to be had. What, then, is the cause of all this change ? Itis
the knowledge which has at last come home to the hearts of the people that they must con-

uer their freedom or die! To live a slave never entered into the mirnd of a southerner.
ECries of never.] Thank God, the path of duty is clear before us now, and that this people
knows as one man that we must follow it or perish. Our commissioners went not as the
Venetian ambassadors, with a piece of blank paper, but with a paper upon which was a word
writ by our president; and that word was independence and self-government. - [ Cheers. ]
The single plain issue before us is to live free and independent, and not subjected and slaves.

[He read a letter from Lincoln touching reception of commissioners.] In December Lin-
coln declared that he was willing to negotiate with us. He knew that the one thing needful
was a severance from that hateful people to whom we owe the desolation of ourland and the
slaughter of our brothers. Lincoln knew it. Six weeks afterwards came an intimate of
Lincoln’s, one of his trusted confidants. He had s private interview with the President and
took a letter from him. [Read the letter.] Mr. Blair said he was no messenger from Mr.
Lincoln, and as he said that, he (Benjamin) could draw no other conclusion than that he was
his messenger, as he took great pains to reiterate it several times. [Laughter.] The trans-
action on the part of the president was carried on on the basis of two countries; on the part
of Lincoln on the basis ofp one and a common country. When Blair came here there was a
prospect of some arrangement. There was some })Jrope that, as if by a magic wand, the
struggle could have been stayed, and everything made to remain in its own condition. Under
this condition of things, was it strange that our president, who is a tender-hearted man,
should strive to stay the flow of blood by an attempt to effect peace ?

Confident as was the president in the theory of our vice-president, what better could he
have done than to have sent him to strive to secure thispeace? He had sent him and he has
failed, and the people knew what they could expect. Now, is it enough to make resolves,
to say that we will perish or be free? = Talk can’t win battles, resolves can’t fill treasuries,
good intentions can’t feed men. Everything in this country belongs to the confederate people
or the Yankees. Everything held here is held in trust for freedom. What should we take
from the people—take all the cotton? He would give all he had ; and he still had some left
in his far southern home. What was the scene that greected Farragut’s eye as he rounded
the crescent upon which stands New Orleans? The lurid glare of burning cotton. Did men
stop to ask to whom it belonged? No. It sufficed that the Yankees wanted it that they
should not get it. How was it when Sherman advanced through Georgia? The cotton on
fallacious pretexts was left to go and feed Lincoln’s treasury. With these examples, has
any man holding a bale of cotton the right of withholding it from the eountry? [Ne. no }
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He asked the same of the tobacco. He wanted more; he wanted the grain, the bacon, and
everything that the gallant men in the trenches wanted, and he wanted it free. [Cries of
take all.]  Talk of your rights and possessions. What right and possessions would your
arrogant foeman leave you? [Cries of none.]

But this was not all that he wanted. He wanted more men for the defence of our freedom.
Should any prejudice stand between the wants of our brave soldiers in the trenches? They
wanted aid, and what consequence was it whether that aid was white or black? [Cries of .
‘‘ Put the negroes in the army.”] He then gave some figures, showing what was the arms-
bearing population of the south between eighteen and forty-five, leaving out Kentucky and
Missouri, when the war began. He then showed the force brought out by the Yankees since
1861 to 1864, showing it to be three millions against one million confederates struggling for
freedom. Had we been touched with the fire of prophecy, and could we have seen things as
we see them now, would we have objected to put this element in the army ? [Cries of ““No;
put the negroes in the army.”] He would make this proposition : Let us say to every negro
who wants to go in the army, go and be free. But let us not impress him, as we are told
that if the negro is impressed he will fight against us. No side but the Yankee has offered
to give them freedom if they fight for them, and the Yankees are the best bargain-drivers in
the world. 'Whilst we should never imitate the Yankees in anything, let us, at least, imi-
tate them in this. Let us encourage the bravest and best among our negroes with the assur-
ance of freedom, and, his word for it, the negro would fight better for us than for the Yankee.
‘With us they would have the hope of securing freedom and a home; with the Yankees their
freedom is at.best precarious, and they cannot live in cold northern climes. With his early
traditions concerning slavery, with all his prejudices against using the negro for this pur-
pose, he was willing to give up both to meet the necessities of the hour. This policy eould
not be inaugurated by tﬁe confederate government. It should be done by the States. But
which of the States would inaugurate the measure?

If Virginia now but gives the lead in this great measure of public safety, South Carolina,
which those who know not her people tell us falters now, will soon follow, and all the others
after! But when will this policy be inaugurated? [Cries of ‘“Now! now!”] Yes, now.
Let us lose no time to try that measure. Although he is no alarmist, he would say, let us
do 50 now, or we must make up our minds to see the army defending the capital recede.

‘We had just heard from one of the speakers (Mr. Hunter) that the skulkers and deserters
would now come forth. But these, he thought, were vain delusions. Tennessee, Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Texas were all beyond our reach as sources of re enforcements. If the broad
Mississippi was not between us he would show where re-enforcements eould come from. He
would turn to Louisiana, and ask for aid from her who had so cheerfully tendered that aid
in the beginning; for she had sent to Virginia two gallant brigades of nearly nine thousand
men, nearly all of whom were now mouldering in their graves in the soil of Virginia.

He then read an extract from the New York Tribune of the 6th, being & commentary on
Butler’s speech, and he asked: Could the imagination reach the depth of infamy and degra-
dation proposed for us by the plan of placing the negroes over us as task-masters ? .

He next read an extract from the New York Post of November, 1864, showing the destiny
of the black race, which was to be that which had overtaken the Indian. The negro had
been protected by the south until he had reached a population of from 700,000 in 1790 to
3,000,000 in 1864. And this is the inhumanity charged against us by the false philanthro-
pists of the north. The only hope of the negro race was, therefore, with us of the south.
The north asserted that the progress of the white race would be the decline of the negro race;
and by decline they meant that the blacks must perish to make way for the whites. The
destiny that awaits them, therefore, on the success of the north is annihilation ; with us, it

& comfort, plenty, and the security of their existence.

There was another thing he wanted, and that was to have the croakers hanged. Turn
them over to the soldiers and let them execute judgment upon them. He wished that every
one who wag circulating sensation reports should be treated in this manner. These men who
had enjoyed the ease and plenty of the home circle, who had never spent one night out of
their warm bed, and never lost a meal, were croaking while the soldiers were passing reso-
lution upon resolution to carry on the war to the bitter end to whip the Yankees, and when
they got through with them they would turn round and whip the croakers. He then read
extracts of the resolutions adopted by various regiments.

He concluded by saying that we were to have a bitter struggle throughout the year. Let
every one nerve himself for the conflict. If we can but pluck from the heart-strings of the
people the love of money, we are free.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1265.] , DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
' Washingtno, February 31, 1865.
SirR: Your despatch of the 26th of January, No. 865, has been received. I
thank youa for the very carcful survey it presents of British national sentiment
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; .
in regard to our civil war, and for your judicious suggestions touching the con-
duct of our affairs in the present crisis. Judging from recent indications, the
desire for separation in the south is not now intense enough to induce a resort to
the measure of universal emancipation.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuarLEs FrRANCIS ADAMS, Esq., §c., §c., &r.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1269.] DEPARTMENT oF STATE,
‘ Washington, February 13, 15865.
Sir: I transmit a copy of the joint resolution of Congress, approved on tlte
9th instant, relative to the notice to terminate the treaty of 1817, regulating the
naval force on the lakes. You may make such use of the same as may be ne-
cessary or advisable.
I am, sir vouor ohedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
CuoarLEs FraNcIs Apawms, §e., §c., &c., London.

THIRTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION.

JOINT RESOLUTION to terminate the treaty of eighteen hundred and seventeen, regu-
lating the naval force on the lakes.

‘Whereas the United States of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland ~f the other part, by a treaty bearing date April, eighteen hundred and seventeen,
have regulated the naval force upon the lakes; and it was Elrther rovided that ‘‘if either
party should hereafter be desirous of annulling this stipulation, and sﬁould give notice to that
effect to the other party, it shall cease to be binding after the expiration of six months from
the date of such notice ;”” and whereas the peace of our frontier is now endangered by hostile
expeditions against the commerce of the lakes, and by other acts of lawless persons; which
the naval force of the two countries, allowed by the existing treaty, may be insufficient to
prevent ; and whereas, further, the President of the United Rtates has proceeded to give the
notice required for the termination of the treaty by a communication which took effect on the
twenty-third November, eighteen hundred ang sixty-four : Therefore,

Be 1t resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the notice given by the President of the United States to the gov-
ernment of Great Britain and Ireland to terminate the treaty of eighteen hundred and seven-

teen, regulating the naval force upon the lakes, is hereby adopted and ratified as if the same
had been authorized by Congress.
Approved February 9, 1865.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1270. DEPARTMENT oF STATE,
Washington, February 13, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the
26th of January, which is accompanied by a copy of a note that Earl Russell wrote
_to you on the 21st of January last, in regard to the affair of the Roanoke at Ber-
muda. Earl Russell is content in that paper with assuring us that our consul
had not sufficient evidence to justify a conviction of the parties who were en-
gaged in that port in enlisting seamen for the pirate vessel, and that her Majes-
ty’s government recognized the insurgents of the United States as a belligerent.

His lordship has not controverted the facts upon which our complaint in the
matter of the Roanoke was based. I shall not, therefore, take pains now to re-
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state them. They show that Bermuda has been made a base of hostilities against
the United States, and in this respect that island is in the same situation Canada
has occupied. Her Majesty’s government have very promptly taken extra-
ordinary means to secure the maintenance of neutrality in that province. In a
practical sense, Bermuda is as much a border province in regard to the United
States as Canada is, yet it now appears that her Majesty’s governments do not
think themselves called upon to exercise the same vigilance and diligence in
Bermuda which are exercised in Canada. It seems, therefore, to result that, in
order to secure its just rights, this government is left to discriminate in its con-
“duct between Bermuda and Canada; to the prejudice of the latter. We await,
for this reason, with new solicitude the further progress of events in the two prov-
inces, respectively.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD
CHarres Francis Apawms, Esq,

&ec., §c., §c., London.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 8717.] LecaTion oF THE UniTED STATES,
: London, February 15, 1865.

Sir: I write this line out of the ordinary course to inform you that yester
day Lord Russell invited a conference with him, at which he made an important
and friendly communication. The papers in connexion with it, which he said
were to be put into my hands, have not yet been received, neither could I report
the conversation so fully as I ought to do by this steamer. I therefore confine
. myself simply to the expression of a hope that the disposition thus evinced,

however late, may yet have an effect in checking the irritation that has been
lately growing between the two countries.

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwARD,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward.

No. 879.] LecaTion or THE UNITED STATES,
London, February 16, 1865.

S1g : I have the honor to transmit copies of correspondence held with Lord
Russell on the subject of outfits of vessels for account of the rebels, as per list
annexed.

‘When I received his lordship’s latest note of the 8th, I thought it suscepti-
’313 of so triumphant a reply that I had it in my mind to prepare one without

elay.

S?lrbsequent reflection, however, caused by information of a peculiar character
which had then reached me, modified my views, and determined me to desist
from any such proceeding. '

I am utterly at a loss in attempting to give the proper measure of confidence
to the intelligence referred to, which has come to me indirectly from France, but
not through English or American agency. I can only say that the two sources
of it are of high character, though by no means to be presumed to possess the
confidence of the Emperor, and that they are wholly distinct from onie another.
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"The substance of the story is, that the Emperor feit so keenly the danger of his
Mexican creation, in the event of a reconciliation in America, that he was or- .
ganizing a powerful naval armament at Cherbourg to meet any sudden emergeney,
and at the same time was making earnest efforts to press this government to
an engagement to co-operate in any line of policy which might be deemed
necessary to anticipate future hazards to both parties in America, even to the
extent, if necessary, of giving aid to the rebels, to prevent their sinking under
pressure. At the same time it was said that the Emperor would not act at all
unless sure of this co-operation.

So many rumors of the same sort have been spread by the adroit and intriguing
emissaries in the French capital, for their own purposes, and have proved so
utterly unfounded, that I habitually give no faith to them. But I was at the
same time told that the solicitation to this government was not likely to prove
" successful, provided the fears of this country were not played upon by the pow-
erful interest in sympathy with the rebels to such an extent as to overbear the
resistance of the majority of the cabinet. Although, in my own mind, I was
fully convinced that the more any such urgency might be used from that quar-
ter, the less would be the probability of any consent of this government to be
made an instrument for any such purpose. I had not been unaware of the
efforts in the press and elsewhere to stir up the popular apprehension of what
was to follow in case the rebellion should be subdued. I had heard—

1st. That enormous claims for damages for the ravages of the vessels let out
of English ports would be immediately presented, to which Great Britain could
never give any countenance.

2d. That the rescinding of all the various treaty engagements, especially in
connexion with Canada, was to be only a prelude to an advance into that coun-
try of the great armies liberated from the war.

Seeing the bearing of all these movements to be to stimulate the notion that
a quarrel was about to be picked by ourselves, and that the more decided and
irrefutable any note of mine to Lord Russell at this time might be, the more it
might have a tendency to add to these suspicions, I deliberately came to the
conclusion, for the present, to let the correspondence drop.

I presume that you must have received by the last week’s steamer a report
of the proceedings of the House of Commons on Friday evening, the 10th instant.
You will there have noticed the elaborate and bitter attack of Sir John Walsh,
opening out the whole policy heretofore imputed to the party to the policy
hostile to us. I am happy to be able to say, however, that on all sides it is pro-
nounced to have been an entire failure, and not to have elicited even from our best-
known enemies a single cheer of approbation. The reply of Lord Palmerston
was, on the contrary, received very favorably, and was regarded as a complete
check upon all similar demonstrations. I thought it, on the whole, the most un-
exceptionable speech I had known him make on the subject; and the next even-
ing, being at a reception at his house, I took the opportunity privately of
expressing my thanks to him, for it is at once serving the best interests of both
countries. I thought he seemed a little gratified by what I said.

It was plain to me, from the proceedings, that even if the Emperor had ven-
tured upon any overtures, of which I feel great doubts, he had not yet taken
much by his motion. It was at this moment I received a note from Lord Rus-
sell, asking me to call upon him on Tuesday, at 3 o’clock. I went accordingly.
Then it was that I received the communication of which I gave you intimation
in my hurried despatch, No. 877, of the 15th instant, which went out of the cus-
tomary course in the steamer of that date. I now proceed to report to you my
interview.

His lordship said he had asked to see me in order to let me know the result -
of the deliberations of the cabinet on American affairs. With regard to the
state of things in Canada, in view of the instructions which had been sent by
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Mr. Cardwell to Lord Monck, of the action that had been taken by Lord Monck
himself of the measures in progress in the legislature, and of the decisions of the
courts of the province, it was thought that enough had been_done to establish
confidence there. ’

With respect to the difficulties that had been occasioned on this side by the
proceedings of the, confederate agents and their friends, in fitting out vessels
and enlisting men to carry on the war, from this country as a base, the cabinet
had come to a determination. This was to direct him to address a letter to
the three persons who had, some time since, written to him as authorized
agents of the confederates- at Richmond, on another subject, Messrs. Slidell,
Mason, and Mann. These persons were believed to be, all of them, now at
Paris. Such a letter had accordingly been prepared. IHe proposed now to
read to me its contents. Accordingly, he read it over slowly and deliberately.
After he finished, he said it was proposed to furnish me with a copy for my
government. He had already, on Monday, sent the letter to Lord Cowley, at
Paris, to be forwarded to his address. In order to be still more sure of its-des-
tination, however, he proposed to send a duplicate to Washington, with a re-

" quest that, through the channels of communication which appear to have been
established between that place and Richmond, it might, if thought proper, be
transmitted by us.

T then said that T had listened to the reading of the letter with much satis-
faction. That I could not, at the moment, say what view my government
would take of it, or of the proposition to transmit it through its agency. I
could, myself, perceive no objection. Possibly the other side might be dis-

osed to refuse to receive it, because it came in that way. His lordship re-
marked that he had first sent it directly to the agents to guard against that
difficulty. He alluded to the refusal of the government to permit a vessel to
pass, on a former occasion, as having been based upon other reasons which did
not seem to apply to this case. I said it had always seemed to me a matter of
surprise that some course of this kind had not been earlier taken. The pro-
ceedings complained of were of a most outrageous kind. Indeed, so faras I
could remember, a deliberate, systematic attempt like this to conduct a naval
war from the territory of a neutral power was wholly unprecedented. I had
regretted it the more that the toleration of it appeared to be establishing a pre-
cedent of a most pernicious character in all future cases; and, particularly, to
us it was setting an example which would hardly fail to be followed by
myriads of loose people, among us, who might be induced, by the hope of profit
or of adventure, to embark in any cause, no matter how unprincipled or des-
perate, that promised fair returns of spoils on the ocean. His lordship said
that such ships might be anywhere taken ; to which I assented, but at the
same time reminded him that this was a war of a novel character, that depended
mainly upon the skilful use of modern science, in furnishing vessels of the most
speed, at once to overtake the helpless and run away from the strong. In
short, it was an emulation in racing in which the governing power took the
chances against itself. His lordship did not seem disposed to contest this. He
alluded to the various efforts that had been made to stop these outfits under
the law, and to the difficulties which had been met with at every step. I re-
marked that I had become convinced, from the result of the last trial, that the
United States could stand no chance before a jury. His lordship said that it
was in consequence of doubts of the Crown lawyers, in the case of the iron-
clads, as to the possible presence of one or two advocates of the confederates
on the jury; that it had been decided to buy themup. People here now took
sides, almost as vehemently on our question as we did ourselves. It was to be
regretted, but there was no help for it. Under the circumstances, they must
do the best they could.

From all which it appears, plainly enough, that this measure of a letter has
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been finally adopted, as the only alternative, after consciousness of the utter
failure in a resort to the law as a means of preventing this gross abuse, and of
the impossibility of procuring from Parliament any amendment to make it more
effective.

The closing remark of his lordship, as I took my leave, was significant.
Alluding to the possibility of a failure of this letter in producing any effect, he
remarked that the question would be of going on; to which I replied, that I
hoped it might prove equally convenient to us whether the one party should
be made to stop or the other fo go on. :

This conference was one of a most friendly character, and convinced me
that, whatever might be the desires of the French Emperor, nothing but the
grossest mismanagement on our part would effect any change in the established
policy of this ministry towards us.

I have since received a note from Lord Russell, with a copy of the letter. I
send a copy of the former with the latter, just as it came to me, preserying a
copy of it to place in the archives of this legation,

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Hon. WirLiam H. Sewarp,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

[Enclosures. ]
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Mr. Adams to Lord Russell.

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
London, January 14, 1865.

My Lorp: T have the honor to submit to_your consideration a copy of a letter received
from the consul of the United States at this place, furnishing information of certain proceed-
ings, believed to be conducted in violation of the neutrality of this kingdom.

1 pray your lordship to accept the assurances of the highest consideration with which T
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Right.Hon. EARL RUSSELL, &c¢., &c., &e.

Mr. Adams to Earl Russell.

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
. London, January 14, 1865.
My LoRD: Since despatching my note this morning I have received further information
in regard to the subject to which it relates, from the same source. I hasten to submit to your
lords%ip’s consideration a copy of another letter from Mr. Morse, dated this morning.
I pray your lordship to accept the assurances of the highest consideration with which I
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Right Hon. EARL RUSSELL, &c., &ec., &e.

—

Earl Russell to Mr. Adaps.

FoOREIGN OFFICE, January 16, 1865.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 14th instant, en-
closing copies of two letters, dated respectively the 10thand 14th of this month, which have
been addressed to you by the United States consul in London.
T have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant,
RUSSELL.
CnARLES FrANCIS Apams, Esq, &ec., &e., &c., London.

Lord Russell to Mr. Addms.

TFOREIGN OFFICE, January 27, 1865.

SR : With reference to my letter of the 16th instant I have the honor to inform you that
it does not appear to her Majesty’s government, from the information which you have fur-
nished to me, or from such information as they have otherwise been able to obtain, respect-
ing the Hawk and the City of Richmond, that either of these vessels is intended for the war-
service of the so-styled Confederate States, still less that there has been any illegal equipment
in this country of either vessel.

With regard to the men supposed to have enlisted into the confederate service, the greater
purt of whom appear to have already sailed for Nassau by the City of Richmond, it seems,
indeed, to be probable that they came together for some purposs connected with the war-
service of the Confederate States; but there is no evidence in the possession of her Majes-
ty’s government to show either that any particular persons among them, being natural-born
subjects of her Majesty, have enlisted in that service, or have left this country with & view
to such enlistment, or that any of them, whether natural-born subjects of her Majesty or
not, have been induced to enlist in this country, or to go from here for the purpose of enlist-
ment, by any particular person or persons now amenable to her Majesty’s jurisdiction.

The information which her Majesty’s government possesses with regard to such of these men
as belonged to the Florida rather leads to the conclusion that when they arrived in this
country from Bahia, they, whether subjects of her Majesty or not, were alrea,?' = the con-
federae service, and that no new enlistment or engagement in this country need be supposed
in order to account for their coming together and going out to a port from whence they may
be able to proceed to the Confederate States.

I have, further, the honor to state to you that when the particular facts relative to the
engagement of the crew of the Florida were under the consideration of her Majesty’s govern-
ment, on the occasion of the presence of some of them at Liverpool, it was found that they
had been engaged and shipped at Mobile, in the Confederate States, under circumstances
which did not seem to her Majesty’s government to justify the expectation that they could be
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successfully prosecuted for any offence against the foreign enlistment act. Whether the men
now in question wore part of the same crew, or were enlisted for the Florida at some other
place and under different circumstances, does not at all appear.

Her Majesty’s government are, therefore, of opinion that there is not at present any such
evidence before them of a violation of the foreign enlistment act—either by the equipment
or fitting out of the ships Hawk and City of Richmond, or ejther of them, or by the enlist-
ment or procurement of men in this country for the confederate war-service—as would jus-
tify them in taking any legal steps in the matter.

I have the honor to-be, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
RUSSELL,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Esq., &c., &c., &c.

HMr. Adams ta‘ Lord Russell.

LEGATION oF TUE UNITED STATES,
London, January 30, 1865,

My Lorp: I have had the honor to receive your note of 27th instant, in answer to mine
of the 16th, furnishing information of certain operations of the emissaries of the American
insurgents within this kingdom.

I now have the honor to transmit a copy of another letter from Mr. Morse, the consul at
this place, giving further information on the same subject. The object of these papers is to
furnish cumulative evidence that this kingdom ig, in point of fact, yet made, as it has been
heretofore continually made, the base of operations, hostile to the people of the United States
on the ocean, by the agents and emissaries of the insurgents in conjunction with British
subjects,

owever skilfully this action may be covered, the fact itself cannot but be regarded by
the nation liable to be seriously affected by the results as a practical violation of neutrality,
a8 well as a legitimate cause of complaint.

It is not in the province of a party injured by such a steady and persistent course of ag-
gression to enter into any examination of a suitable policy of prevention, if the proper
means are not already in existence. It is sufficient for the present purpose that it should
endeavor to place upon record the evidence which goes to justify its painful sense of the
wrong that is committed at the hands of a nation with which it is at peace, :

I pray your lordship to accept the assurances of the highest consideration with which I
have the honor to be,

My lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Right Hon. EARL RussELL, &e., &e., &e.

—

Mr. Morse to Mr. Adams.

UNITED STATES CONSULATE,
London, January 27, 1865.

SIR: The privateersmen who left the Thames on the City of Richmond went to Cherbourg,
France, where they remained on board about one week, I learn from our consular agent at
Cherbourg that they are now on board a steamer &t Omanville, waiting to be transferred to
the corsair on which they are to serve,

The City of Richmond has left the port of Cherbourg, and as is supposed proceeded on
her voyage to Bermuda, for which island she cleared from the port of London.

If the men were intended for service of any kind on the other side, would they not have
continued their voyage on the City of Richmond, as she is nearly new, and in the late storm
on the coast proved an excellent, staunch sea-boat? I think there is no question about the
men being engaged for the rebel service, and reccived £ 10 advance here before leaving.

It has been said for the last month or more in the councils of confederate agents in Earope,
and even by the head of their navy department in Europe, Commodore Barron, himself, that
they expected to get out two privateers, at least, by the last of J anuary or early in February;
Possibly the City of Richmond may be one of them, and may have gone to the place
appointed to take on her armament, crew, &c.

There are two ships or steamers now in this port of which there are better reasons for sus-
picion than there was of the Sea King, now the Shenandoah. One is the Virginia, a few
days ago the Zealous. She is & sister ship to the City of Richmond. She is nearly new,
over 450 net, and said to be a remarkably fine vessel. ' She went, I learn, to Greenwithe
this morning. She has, so far as known to us, nothing but coals in at present, and had not
cleared for any port last evening, though her crew signed articles for Bermuda, and there
their arrangement ends. She will probably leave the river to-morrow, perhaps earlier. The .
other is a double-screw steamer, just completed for Mr. Dudgeon, the builder of the pri-
vateers Tallahassee and Chickamauga. She is now called No. 40, and is entered out for
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Bermuda. I have seen this steamer, and think she must be not far from 800 tons, and not
at all suitable for blockade-running; she is too large and draws too much water.

Like the Sea King, any steamer now destined for privateering fits away as a commercial
vessel, and there is nothing about her movement before she leaves port, or until within a few
hours of her leaving, when she may suddenly change owners, and her master be given
authority to sell at a given sum out of British waters, to create any mistrust of the purpose of
those who control her here.

Under such a mode of operations it is next to impossible for us to get testimony in season
and sufficiently strong to ask for their detention. The only course left me, therefore, is to
call your attention to all cases offering any reasonable ground of suspicion, and leave them
to be disposed of as you may deem most expedient. .

No. 40 is now in Vietoria dock.

T remain, with great respect, your obedient servant,
¥. H. MORSE, Consul.
. Hon. CHARLES F. ADAMS, United States Minister.

P. 8.—Since writing the above I have learned that the double-screw No. 40 has Louisa
Anna Fanny on her stern, without stops between the names. She is 900 tons, and the men
on board who went on the trial trip say sho went eighteen miles per hour. This is probably
an exaggeration, but no doubt she is very fast.

Lord Russell to Mr. Adams.

FOREIGN OFFICE, February 1, 1865.

SR : I have the honor to_acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, en=~
closing a copy of a letter addressed to you by Mr. Morse, respecting the vessels, the Virginia
and the Louisa Ann Fanny, which are suspected to be intended for the service of the so-
 styled Confederate States, and I have to inform you that I have referred these papers to the

proper department of her Majesty’s government, in order that due inquiry may be made in
the matter.

I have the honor to be, . with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant, .
) » RUSSELL.
CHARLES Francis Apams, Esq., &e., &c., &c.

Lord Russell to Mr. Adams.

Foreie¥ OFFICE, February 1, 1865.

SIR: With reference to the case of the Shenandoah, I have the honor to inform you that
having ascertained the names of the brokers by whom that vessel had been sold, I caused
them to be asked whether they had any objection to state the circumstances under which she
Vévas sold, and particularly whether she was sold to an agent of the so-called Confederate

tates. -

T have been informed by the brokers, in reply, that the Shenandoah, then the Sea King,
was sold by them to a British subject at Liverpool, in the usual way, and that the bill of sale,
&c., passed through her Majesty’s customs in due order. The brokers further state, that
after the salo of the vessel they. had nothing whatever to do with her, and that she remained
in dock for some weeks, being entered out for Bombay. :

The brokers add, that they are not aware, nor have they any knowledge, that any con-
federate agent had anything to do with the ship during ber stay in this country.

1 have the honor to be, sir, with the highest consideration, your most obedient, humble

servant.
RUSSELL.
CHARLES Fraxcis Apams, Esq., &¢., &e., &ec.

"Lord Russell to Mr. Adams.

FOREIGN OFFICE, February 8, 1865.

Sin: T have had the honor to receive your note of the 18th ultimo, calling the attention of
her Majesty's government, with reference to the papers therein enclosed, to the proceedings
of Confederate agents in this country. - SR ETE

T have now the honor to state to you that after careful consideration of jthese papers there
appears to me to be nothing in them upon which any person can be convicted of a breach of
%)lze la»(;.’ Her Majesty’s government will apply the law with strictness, but they cannot go

yond it. h

3
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I may observe that a great part of this correspondence relates to arrangements to be car-
ried into effect in France, and not in this country. ‘

‘With regard to your observation that it is for you to point out the operations of confederate
agents, inconsistent with the neutrality of the United ingdom, and that it is the duty of her

ajesty’s government to consider how these operations can be checked and prevented for the
future, I have to point out to you that her Majesty’s government, having used all the means
in their power to prevent the fitting and arming of vessels in their ports to cruise against the
vessels of the United States, and having faithfully carried iuto execution the laws enacted to
preserve inviolate the neutral and pacific obligations of Great Britain, cannot consider them-
selves bound to answer for the acts of every individual who may evade the operation of the
laws by fitting out and armiog vessels bought in this country, in some distant neutral port,
oron the seas beyond her Majesty’s Jurisdiction. For such acts no nation does in principle
or in practice hold itself responsible.

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant,
RUSSELL.
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Esq., &e., &ec., &e.

Mr. Adams to Lord Russcll. .

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, February 7, 1865,

My Lorp: I have the honor to submit to your consideration copies of two letters addressed
to me by Mr. Dudley, the consul of the United States at Liverpool, touching the building
and outfit of a vessel called the Hercules, at Dumbarton, for the purpose of carrying on war
against the people of the United States. The history of the Ajax is well known to me from
the fact of her accidental detention at Kingston, in Ireland, on her departure outward, by
reason of the refusal of some of the men to sail in her, because they had been deceived as to
her true character. Yet, instead of inquiring into the truth of the allegation, it appeared
that the authorities at Kingston proceeded to punish the men as mutineers, .

I likewise have the honor to transmit a copy of an advertisement taken from the Liverpool
Daily Post, of the 1st instant, going to show that the crew of ‘the vessel formerly known as
the Alabama, being all of them Buitish subjects, enlisted in violation of law, on a voyage of
hostility to the United States, are openly paid their wages by agents of the insurgents in a
British port, just as if they had been embarked in & common undertaking, fully recognized by
all the British authorities. )

It is not without great pain that I am constrained to admit the impression that her Majes-
ty’s government seem to ge almost without the power to restrain the commission of this sys-
tematic abuse of the law of negtrality within her territories. Iregret it the more that it seems
to be gradually fixing in the minds of my countrymen a conviction that there is little recipro-
cal force in treaty obligations, and hence that it is expedient for them to be released, as far as
possible, from those into which their government has heretofore cheerfully entered with Great
Britain. I trust I need not say to your lordship that this state of things is regarded by me
as most unfavorable to the best interests of both nations, which would, in my view, dictate
rather a closer approximation than any alienation. N

Not having had any reason to doubt the favorable disposition of her Majesty’s government,
1 still cherish the hope that some additional means may be devised to correct the evils com-
plained of, and to restore that confidence in reciprocity of friendly action which is the only
stable foundation of all international relations of amity throughout the world.

I pray your lordship to accept the. assurances of the highest consideration with which I
have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship’s most obedient servant,

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.

Right Hon. EARL RusseLL, &c., &c., &c.

[Enclosures. ]

1. Mr. Dudley to Mr. Adams, February 2, 1865,
2. Mr. Dudley to Mr. Adams, February 4, 1865,
3. Advertisement about the Alabama, from Daily Post.

Mr. Dudley to Mr. Adams.

UNITED STATES COXNSULATE,
Liverpool, February 2, 1865,
SIR: A steamer called the Hercules is now fitting out on the Clyde, and which I under-
stand is a sister steamer to the Ajax that recently sailed from the same river, and built and
owned by thes ame parties. I think, from what I learn, she is intended for a gunboat/for the.
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rebels, and has been built for that express purpose. I understand they ave fitting her out as
rapidly as possible, and that she will be ready for sea in about eight days.
1 am entirely satisfied that the steamer Ajax, above referred to, is to be used as a gunboat to
make war against the United States, and was built and fitted out for that purpose.
T am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOMAS H. DUDLEY.
CHARLES Francis Apams, Esq., &e., &c., &e. )

Mr. Dudley to Mr. Adams.

GrasGow, February 4, 1885.
SIR: Referring to my despatch of the 2d instant, and the steamer Hercules, which was
supposed to be intended for a confederate gunboat, 1 have now to report that this
‘steamer was built by P. Denny, of Dumbarton, and, as is said, or pretended, for McCleese
and Knott, I believe, of Glasgow; but, as I 2m informed and believe, for the so-calied con-
federate government in the southern States of America, now in rebellion against the United
States. She is at present at Dumbarton, on the Clyde, very nearly completed ; is to have a
trial trip on Wednesday next; has 300 tons of coal on board, and is to sail in a very few
days. She is a double screw boat, of 220 tons register, and 500 tons burden, with two
engines, combining 150 horse power, nominal; the hull 170 feet long, 25 feet beam, and 113}
feet depth of hold, drawing about 8 feet water; one funnel, two masts; the fore one, brig-
rigged; the last, schooner-rigged ; the decks flush, fore-and-aft; the timbers are of angle iron,
heavy and very close, 50 as to give her great strength ; plated over with iron plates, and two
" inches of cement in thickness on the inside, and four inches of wood on the inside of the
cemont ; making a thickness of six inches independent of the iron plates. The deck-beams
are strong enough to hold guns of any size. From her build and the material used, and the
. manner it is put together, it would be difficult to make any vessel of her size stronger than
sheis. The bulwarks are made purposely lovw, like those of the steamer Alexandra, built at
Liverpool, so the pivot-guns and swivels can be fired over them. The hull is divided into
three water-tight compartments; the forecastle is fitted up with twenty-two berths, and a
mess table for this number, constructed to screw up like those used on ships-of-war. The
space in what is called between-decks, or more propetly in the middle compartment, is fitted
up with thirty-two berths, with a like mess tabie for their accommodation ; then follows the
engine-room, and accommodations for the engineers, and then the after-cabin, which has ten
state-rooms, five on each side, for the officers. There is no hatchway for taking in cargo, or
space in the vessel for stowing anything but her coals, provision, and ammunition for her
cruise. She is to carry two pivot-guns, and one or more swivels. No preparations, so far as
can be scen, (except the space left,) are made for mounting the guns. It is not probable that
this is to be done in port, but, like her sistor ship the Ajax, built by the same party, will
clear and sail as a merchant vessel, as was also done in the case of the pirates Alabama,
Georgia, Oreto, and Sea King, and then, as in the other cases, mount the guns, and take in her
ammunition and supplies from some other English vessel, and enter upon her cruise of devas-
tation and destruction. They have put up as & blind across the hinder part of the steamer a
temporary wooden tow-rail, to pass her off to casual observers as a tug-boat.

‘he foreman in the yard, by name of Leslie, a brother-in-law to the builder, says he does
not know for what purpose she is to be used, or where she is to go. From the above de-
seription you will perceive that she is built for war purposes, and nothing else. My informa-
tion from private and confidential sources is, that she is for the confederates, and to be used
as a privateer to burn and destroy our commerce, and to make war against the government
of the United States, of which I have not myself the least doubt. To show the peculiar
form, power, and construction of the vessel, abundant testimony can be obtained; but of the
intentions of the parties in building her, and the purpose for which she is to be used, I have
no positive evidence but from congdential sources, and I suppose none can be obtained short .
of the parties who are building and fitting her out, and I have no power to compel or make
them testify. ’

. I am, sir, your obedient servant, :
THOMAS H. DUDLEY.
Hon. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS,

United States Minister, &c., &c., &c.

Advertisement paying crow of the No. 290.

DaILy PosTt, LIVERPOOL, February 1, 1865.

Late confederate screw steamer Alabama.—On and after the 1st of February next, £10 wil
be paid to each of the crew of the late confederate screw steamer Alabama, (who were on
board at the time of her loss,) as compensation for their bags lost in that ship. The money
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will be ]}jaid on application to Richard Taylor, at the office of M. P. Robertson, esq., Bumford
Court, Liverpool, ﬁetween the hours of 12 meridian and 2 p. m.

Men must produce their discharges, and administrators of deccased men must bring their
certificates of administration. .

LiverpooL, January 27, 1865,

———

Lord Russell to Mr. Adams.

FOREIGN OFFICE, February 8, 1865. )

SIR: I have received your letter dated the 7th instant, and delivered at the Foreign Office
at a late hour yesterday evening after the close of business ; but not being marked immediate,
it did not come under the notice of the under secretary of state until 1 p. m. to-day.

The matter shall be immediately attended to, but in the mean time wish to call your at:
tention to the dates of the letters which you enclose. The first letter of the United States
consul, at Liverpool, is dated the 2d instant, and affirms that a steamer named the Hercules -
is fitting out in the Clyde for the confederate service, and that this vessel is to be ready for
sea in eight days. The second letter which you transmit to me is dated Glasgow, the 4th
instant, and- contains further information respecting this vessel, and states, moreover, that
the trial trip is to take place to-day. . :

In a former instance’ I was able by means of the lord advocate to prosecute the owners of
# vessel building in the Clyde, and to get a verdiet entered by consent which defeated the
purpose of the confederate agent. But these operations are very quick, and unless I have
timely notice I can have but little hopes of stopping these nefarious transactions.

I have the honor to be, with the ﬁighest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, RUSSELL.

CHARLES FRANCIg Apawms, Esq., &e., &e., &e.

Mr. Adams to Earl Russell.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
London, February 9, 1865.

My Lorp: I lose no time in transmitting to you copies of two depositions which have
this moment come to hand touching the outfit of the two vessels from Glasgow called the
Ajax and the Hercules. I have strong reasons for the belief that the first vessel is already cruis-
ing in the ocean as a privateer, and the other is about to follow her immediately. I scarcely
deem it necessary to call your lordship’s attention to the deposition of John Melley, as justify-
ing the refusal to proceed on the voyage by the seamen in the examination at Kingston, not-
withstanding which they are punished by the authorities as having committed an offence.

Ipray your lordship to accept, &e., &e.
. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS.
Right Hon. EARL RUSSELL, &e., &c., &e.

[Enclosures. ]

1. Deposition of John Melley, February 6, 1865.
2. Advance note, the Ajax.
3. Deposition of George Smith, February 6, 1865.

Deposition of John Melley.

I, John Melley, of Glasgow, seaman, being duly sworn, depose and say: In the month of
January last past, being in want of a ship, saw Captain Adams, of the steamer Ajax, at the.
Sailors’ Home, in Glasgow ; he told me she was a tug or tow boat, going to Nassau, and that
he would like me to go. I signed the articles for a voyage to Nassau for three pounds ten
shillings per month. Two days afterwards, on a Friday, I went on board of her, lying at
anchor, about two miles from Greenock—the tail of the bank. She sailed that same night
about 12 or 1 o'clock. We arrived at Kingston, Ireland, the next morning. I left the ves-
gel at Kingston and returned to Glasgow. Captain Adams was in command. The crew
consisted of eight sailors, twelve firemen, and three engineers. There was one person on
" board who was formerly the captain of the confederate steamer Fingal, who was to have com-
mand of the Ajax as soon as Captain Adams left. I discovered as sqon as'I got on board of
her, and before she sailed, that she was intended for a war vegsel. She was fitted up for one
in every particular. In the fore part of the vessel eighty-four berths fitted. up for the accom
modation of the men. There were also mess tables for the same number of men, arranged so
as to screw up the same as on a war vessel. I have served on board of a war vessel, and
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Inow something of their construction. I saw two gun-breeches on board. There were five
buckets also. The next morning after we sailed I went to the captain and told him I was
not going to be shanghied. He replied, that I was not going to be shanghied. I told him
this vessel, the Ajax, was a southern privateer, and that I believed she had her guns and
ammunition on board. He would hardly give me any satisfaction, but said it was not so. I
told him the captain of the Fingal was on board to take charge of her. He made no reply to
this, except that he himself was captain now. The captain of the Fingal kept himself con-
cealed as much as he could. He is a southern man. After we got into Kingston we got on
the rocks. I told the captain I would not go in the vessel, on account of her being a south-
ern privateer. He denied this. I told him she had guns and ammunition on board. He
could not or did not deny this. I told him that if he did not let me go on shore and leave the
vessel that I would make a complaint to the American consul and to a magistrate, and have
the vessel seized on the ground of her being a confederate privateer. He then agreed that I
might leave her and return back to Glasgow, which I did. ~ I have not the least doubt about
her—the Ajax—being a war vessel for the confederates in America. All the men on board
were satisfied that she was a privateer, and to be used for no other purpose. At the time I
_ signed the articles I received from Captain Adams an advance for £3 and 10 shillings, pay-
able by Patrick Henderson & Co., of Glasgow, ten days after the ship sailed. I knew the

captain of the Fingal; saw him when in command of her at Savannah, Georgia.*
JOHN MELLEY.

Sworn and subseribed at GlasIgow, before me, this 6th day of February, 1865.
. . A. GALBRACK, J. P.

Seaman's advance note.

GLASGOW, Oth day of January, 1865.

Ten days after the departure ef the ship Ajax from the last port or place in the river er
Firth of Clyde, in which, from any cause, she may be, before finally leaving for the voyage,
for which this note is issued, pay to the order of John Melley the sum of three pounds ten
shillings, being an advance of wages, provided the said scaman sails in and continues on
Dboard of the vessel, and has previously, and during that period, been duly earning his wages,
in terms of the articles of agreement.
GEORGE M. ADAM.

Messrs. P. HENDERSON & Co.,
West St., Vineent Place.

Deposition of George Smith.

1, George Smith, of Dumbarton, iron ship-builder, being duly sworn, do depose and say:
I work in the.ship-yard ¢f P. Denny, of Dumbarton, and have worked there since the month
of August last past. I worked on two steamers built by Mr. Denny—one called the Ajax,
which sailed for Nassau some days ago, and on the Hercules, which is still at Dumbarton,
and now nearly ready for sea. They are sister ships, were known in the yard as the twin
screws, and built off of the same model. I am well acquainted with their construction and
everything about them. The frames are of angle-iron—very strong—stronger than I over
saw in vessols of their size. This frame-work is covered with iron plates, strongly and se-
curely riveted to the frame-work. The inside has cement two inches thick, and on the inside
of the cement a wood lining four inches in thickness. The cement does not come up to
water-mark, but the wood lining comes up above this. The beams that support the upper
deck are very close and strong for vessels of this size—strong enough to support guns of almost
any size. 'The hull is in three water-tight compartments. The forecastle is fitted up with
twenty-two berths, and a mess table for this number of men, made 8o as to screw up to the
ceiling. The middle compartment is fitted up with twenty-six berths—none of them large
enough to hold two persons—with a similar mess, table large enough to accommodate this
number of persons, made to screw up to the ceiling. The after cabin is fitted up with twelve
separate state-rooms. The bulwarks /are low—a pivot gun could be fired right over them.
The decks of the vessels are flush fore and aft. There is space on each vessel, near mid-ships
where pivot guns can be placed. There are also two portholes cut on each side of the ves-
sels, making four portholes on each vessel, but so cut and concealed that they would not be
observed by s casual inspection. They have hinges and are secured with bolts on the inside,
and can be opened and used at any time. These portholes are suitable for guns. I put on
the hinges for those on the Hercules this very day. You cannot see them—the portholes—
from the outside. From the best of my judgment these portholes are for guns. I cannot see
that they can be used for any other purpose. Each steamer has one funnel and two masts.
The foré masts are brig-rigged, the hindmost schooner-rigged. They are to carry very large
sails. 'The serews are double, and driven by two engines. The boilers and engines are so
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constructed as to be protected from shot or shell by the coal-bunkers. There is an apartment
under the fore peak, all iron, suitable for storing powder, and which has the appearance of &
magazine, and suitable for that purpose. From the material used in the construction of the
Ajax and Hercules, the strong manner they are built, and the peculiar construction and fittings, .
I should say that they are both adapted and have the appearance of being for war purposes—
what are called and generally known as gunboats—and in my opinion are intended for gun-
boats and for war purposes. The general opinion of all the people, workmen in the yard, is
that they are for war pur{){oses, and they are called gunboats by them—this general appella-
tion by which they were known in the yard. It is not known for whom they are being built
by the men, but they suppose and think for the confederates in America.
GEORGE SMITH.

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 6th day of February, 1865,
: W. N. WATSON,
One of her Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of Lanark.

Lord Rusgcll to Mr. Adams.

FoREIGN OFFICE, February 9, 1865.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s date, enclos-
ing copies of two depositions respecting the outfit of the two vessels from Glasgow, called the
Ajax and the Hercules. And I have to state to you that I have lost no time in communi-
cating copies of these papers to the proper departments of her Majesty’s government.

I have the honor to be, with the highesé consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble

servant,
RUSSELL.

ks

CuarLES Fraxcis Apams, Esq., &c., §e., &e.

Lord Russell to Mr. Adams.

FOREIGN OFFICE, February 15, 18635.
Lord Russell presents his compliments to Mr. Adams, and has the honor to enclose a copy
of the letter of which Lord Russell spoke to Mr. Adams yesterday as having been addressed
to Messrs. Mason, Slidell, and Mann, *

Lord Russell to Mason, Slidell, and Mann.

FOREIGN OFFICE, February 13, 1865,

GENTLEMEN : Some time ago I had the honor to inform you,in answer to a statement
which you sent me, that her Majesty remained neutral in the deplorable contest now carried
on in North America, and that her Majesty intended to persist in that course.

It is now my duty to request you to bring to the notice of the authorities under whom you
act, with a view to their serious consideration thereof, the just complaints which her Majes-
ty’s government have to make of the conduct of the so-called confederate government.. The
facts upon which these complaints are founded tend to show that her Majesty’s neutrality is
not respected by the agents of that government, and that undue and reprehensible attempts
have been made by them to involve her Majesty in a war in which her Majesty had declared
her intention not to take part.

In the first place, I am sorry to observe that the unwarrantable practice of building ships
in this country to be used as vessels of war against a state with whom her Majesty is at
peace still continues. Her Majesty’s government had hoped that this atlempt to make the
territorial waters of Great Britain the place of preparation for warlike armaments against the
United States might be put an end to by prosecutions and by seizure of the vessels built in
pursuance of contracts made with the confederate agents. But facts which are, unhappily,
too notorious, and correspondence which has been put into the hands of her Majesty’s gov-
ernment by the minister of the government of the United States, show that resort is had to
evasion and subtlety, in order to escape the penalties of the law ; that a vessel is bought in
one place, that her armament is prepared in another, and that both are sent to some distant
port beyond her Majesty’s jurisdiction, and that thus an armed steamship is fitted out to
cruise against the commerce of a power in amity with her Majesty. A crew composed partly
of British subjects is procured separately ; wages are paid to them for an unknown service.
They are despatched, perhaps, to the coast of France, and there or elsewhere are engaged to
serve in a confederate man-of-war.

Now, it is very possible that by such shifts and stratagems the penalties of the existing law
of this country, nay,, of any law that could be enacted, may be evaded; but the offence thus
offered to her Majesty’s authority and dignity by the de facto rulers of the Confederate States,
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whom her Majesty acknowledges as belligerents, and whose agents in the United Kingdom
enjoy the benefit of our hospitality in_quiet security, remains the same. It is a proceeding
totally unjustifiable and manifestly offensive to the British crown.

Secondly, the confederate organs have published, and her Majesty’s government have been
placed in possession of it, a memorandum of instructions for the cruisers of the so-called Con-
federate States, which would, if adopted, set aside some of the most settled principles of
international law, and break down rules which her Majesty’s government have lawfully es-
tablished for the purpose of maintaining her Majesty’s neutrality. It may, indeed, be said
that this memorandum of instructions, though published in a confederate newspaper, has
never as yet, been put in force, and that it may be considered as a dead letter; but this can-
not be affirmed with regard to the document which forms the next ground of complaint.

Thirdly, the President of the so-called Confederate States has ‘put forth a proclamation ac-
knowledging and claiming as a belligerent operation, in behalf of the Confederate Stutes, the
act of Bennett G. Burley in attempting, in 1864, to capture the steamer Michigan, with a
xlrjew to release numerous confederate prisoners detained in captivity in Johnson’s island, on

ake Erie.

Independently of this proclamation, the facts connected with the attack on two other
American steamers, the Philo Parsons and Island Queen, on Lake Erie, and the recent raid
at St. Albans, in the State of Vermont, which Lieutenant Young, holding, as he affirms, a
commission in the Confederate States army, declares to have been an act of war, and there-
fore not toinvolve the guilt of robbery and murder, show a gross disregard of her Majesty’s
character as & neutral power, and a desire to involve her Majesty in hostilities with'a co-
terminous power with which Great Britain is at peace.

You may, gentlemen, have the means of contesting the accuracy of the information on
- which my foregoing statements have been founded; and I should be glad to find that her
Majesty’s government have been misinformed, although I have no reason to think that such
has been the case. If, on the contrary, the information which her Majesty’s government
have received with regard to these mafters cannot be gainsaid, I trust that you will feel
yourselves authorized to promise, on behalf of the confederate government, that practices so
offensive and unwarrantable shall cease, and shall be entirely abandoned for the future. I
shall, therefore, await anxiously your reply, after referring to the authorities of the Confed- -
erate States.

I am, &ec.,
RUSSELL.

J. M. Masox, Esq., J. SLIDELL, Esq., J. MANN, Esq.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams.

No. 1271.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 16, 1865.

Sir: Our consul at Nassau on the 21st ultimo reported to this department
that the steamship Confederate States, or Laurel, the vessel which brought out
the guns and crew for the insurgent pirate Sea King to Madeira, started from
Nassau on the 18th ultimo, cleared for Liverpool via Madeira; that she had no
" cargo on board but coal, with which she was heavily laden; that she had sev-
eral passengers, all of them of the insurgent class. The consul notified the
custom-house authorities that she was loading under suspicious circumstances,
and they assented and agreed that prior to her sailing she should be thoroughly
searched. He went to see her manifest, but was told that it was up at the
governor’s. It was at first decided to start a British war-ship after her, on the
day on which she left, but it was abandoned upon the plea that she had no
coal on board, and had not speed to overtake her if she should attempt it; but
it was said by the officials at Nassau that if she reached Liverpool she would
undoubtedly be seized for her former acts. ,

It is stated that she changed her register at Charleston, from an English to a
pretended confederate one, and is reported to belong to the insurgent authori-
tis. Notwithstanding this state of facts, she carried out from Nassau a ship
mail to Liverpool, made up at the post office of the first named port, as is ad-
mitted in the correspondence, a copy of which is enclosed, viz: a letter from
Mr. Kirkpatrick to Mr. Dillet, the postmaster at Nassau, and his reply, both
of the 19th January last.

12 pcC
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In view of these circumstances, I must request you to remonstrate with her. -
Majesty’s government against the receipt and clearance with mails of the Laurel,
now called Confederate States, and demand her detention. \

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Cuarnes Francis Apams, Esq., &c., 8¢, &

[ Enclosure No. 1.]
