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SCOPE AND FINDINGS | | 

- This is an historical study of the development of 

education in a typical Wisconsin community from 1848 to 

19436 ‘For the most part originel sources were used as 

the basis for PART I THE SCHOOLS, which describes the. 

various buildings erected for educational purposes. 

- PART II THE CURRICULUM AND ITs ADMINISTRATORS tells 

of the changes made in the course of study, and about 

some of the men who served as principals of the schools. 

The impact of their personality appears to be the great-~ 

est influence in the lives of the students who attended 

the schools. oe | |
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KINDLING THE FLAME | | 

a Omro, coterminous with School District Numbor Five 

in the Town of Omro, ls a village of fourteen hundred | 

-- persons in the central portion of Winnebago Gounty in 

no southeastern Wisconsin. The community was settled a cen-~- 

tury ago by the second expanding wave of American mi- 

_ grants ettracted to the state, this time by its fertile 

| soil and wooded hills. The first group had been the 

miners in the southwestern part of the state afew years 

earlier, Saw and shinele mills were soon erected to cap- 

 italizge on the wealth of virein timber which supplied 

the building materials for the growin farus and nesrby 

cities. Unterprising citizens in 1857 subscribed ninety 

| thousand dollars, a substantial sum for that time, for 

- the extension of a railroad into Ouro. As a result, 

other industries were estsblished, among which were a 

foundry, & glass, and & casxet factory. These indus- 

tries eradually discontinued dsperations as the tide of 

the timber industry moved onward, but Omro eontinued to 

flourish as a trading center Yor the farmers wiiO remaine 

ed to become leaders in the production of rivestocex, 

butter and cheese. This is Lts status today. Inproved 

. means of transportation have enabled many ware earners 

to commute to nearby Ushkosh, and at the same tine,



enjoy the pleasant surroundings of a typicel coumunity. . 

a Among those in the vanguard of these settlers were oe 

some of the writer's ancestors. ineir tales and anec- : 

|  dotes were his initiation to locel lore, and created an a 

| "interest in historical matters. Attendance at some of oe 

| - the hiennial sessions of the Old Red Brick Association 

| -—s«groused his interest in the early schools of the coumun- : 

7 | ity. lie has listened intently as these wen end women : | ; 

— paid glowing cribute to the local schools of their gen- : 

/ eration. As a teacher in the Omro High ochool for the | 

7 past fiiteen years, the writer has sometimes wondered 

"What will tne testinony of the present day sreduates be 

 @ half century frou now?" Thus, in nebular form existed 

the subject of tris thesis when he enrolled in the Grad- | 

| uate Course in “ducation at Lewrence Colleze three years | 

| ago. AS his understanding and apprecietion of educational | | 

a - matters hes increased, so did his desire to write tis | 

paper. a | 

| Omro has beer considered as a typical subject for - 

; study because its industriel and social development can LO 

be duplicated in many other Wisconsin communities. Edu- 

| | cationally, it has been fortunate to have had men of vi- | 

| sion end practicality associated with its development. oo 

The community has always tried to provide adequate fa- es 

a | Gilities for more than the minimum essentials in educa- ; 

tion. Vocationel end academic branches have shered alike - 

in a degree equaled by few Wisconsin communities of | a



| | _ - | 

comparable size. | | 

This is not intended to be a contrasting study be- | 

tween the old and the new schools. Rather, it is pre- 

sented simply as an historical study of the continuous 

developuent of education in a typical Wisconsin commun- | 

ity. PART I TH# SCHOOLS is the story of the buildinses 

which the community erected to meet the changing dénands 

of 6 growing village. PART II THE CURRICULUM AND ITS A= 

MINISTRATORS deseribes the curriculum and matters rela- 

ting to its changes and development. tinally, an attempt 

has been made to present some or the outstanding charac- 

teristics ol the wen who were the adi#iilnistrators of the 

Schools during nearly a century of settlement. their | 

personal cortributions stand out as Une single greatest | 

influence in tne lives of the hundreds of students who 

have attended the Guro schools. 

- In several instances original records of Scheol 

District Number Five, the Ville-e and Town of Omro, have 

been availabe for study. They are bound volumes in the 

sare keeping of the proper authorities. Complete files 

of THE OFKC HERALD beginnings with 1&9, were made access-= 

ible for reference by Mr. F. A. Siebensohn, Publisher. AL 

number of Lifetime residents related interestine exper- 

jences which initiated new points for further study. Mr. 

Nile J. Behncke, Curator of the Oshkosh Pyblic Museum, 

has assesibled historical materials in the reference li-



brary, which are invaluable to one engaged in histori- | 

cal research. A perusal of these sources has added great- 

ly to the knowledge of local history. Furthermore, the | | 

pattern of the development of education in Wisconsin has 

beconie more apparent. The quest for knowledge is eternal,



| PART.I THE SCHOOLS — BS 

CHAPTER I | 

BARLY BEGINNINGS | 

| The freedoms attendant in a democracy require a re- 

giprocal concern for their perpetuation. The founders 

of America, inspired by the philosophy of the Declara- 

tion of Independence, set forth the framework of 4 vov- 

arnuent designed to operate on democratic principles. 

An education is the vehicle which is essential to the | 

successful continuation of such a noble undertaking, Al- 

thoucn the constitution itself is silent about education, 

tne Gontinental Congress, sitting in New York the same © 

yeer that memorable document wes evolved in 1787, enun= 

ciated in its now famous Northwest Ordinance the funda- 

ientals which have attended the expansion of our nation 

when it said, "HKeligion, morelity, and Knowledge being 

necessary tO good covernment and the happiness of man- 

kind, schools and the weans of education shall be for- 

ever enourased.® Again it seid, "Phere Shall be reser- 

ved the lot (section) number sixteen of every township _ 

for the maintenance of public schools within the said 

toynship." Under the inpetus of a generous land policy 

the regions covered by the ordinanes were rapidly occu- 

pied ty families inspired by the ideals of "free schools,



| a 6 | | 

free lands and free churches to make free men." Thus it 

was that Wisconsin, contained within the territory included © 

in this outstanding declaration, became the home of Amer- | 

ean pioneers and Huropean immigrants in the decades follow- a 

ing 1820. | - | | | So 

The weterway of the Fox River in eastern Wisconsin oe 

which had been sxtensively used by the French explorers on 

and cour de bois now offered @asy accsss to a fertile coun- - 

try awaiting development. To the west of Laxe Winnebago. - 

fn the county of the’same mame lies territory described by mo 

an early writer in these glowing terms: | 

| “The Town of Omro, situated in the central part | 

of the county is Gne@ of the finest agricultural dis- 

triets in the hsbitable world. ‘The face of the coun- 

try is undulating and indescribably beautiful, the | 

elevations stfarding distant views of the most pice os 
: oe EGP ae 

buresque scenery, | | | 

. Tig soil is a rich derk loam of the createst | 

- fersility, varied with occasional sreas of rich clay | 

soil. Tue base is limestone rock and the subsoil is | 

- a gnuff-colored clay, jupregnated with particles of a 

disintesrated Limestone. oe , a 

es There is @ very small emount of waste land in an 

the town, the interval land being the best of mea- a 

dows. The country wes originally openings, with tne 

exceptions of small tracts in the northern part of 

the town, whicn were forest iands, and the bottom 

lend on the marcin of the Pox River."L © 

The Federal Government, strangely enough, under- 

took ta.esteblish formel education in this virgin coun- 

try before the first permanent American settiers errivedt 

lL. Richard J. Harney, History of Winnebago County, Allen 

and Hicks, Oshkosh, 1880, p. 294. |
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in 1834, in fulfillment of a treaty made in 1831 with 

the Menominee Indians, Winnebago Rapids (known to us to- 

day as Neenah) was selected as the site for the govern- 

ment agency. Here were to be erected saw and erist mills, 

along with thirty-three log houses. These vere to be used 

by the teachers, farmers, and government officers who 

were to civilize the Indians, Nathaniel Perry was the 

first of the teachers to errive. Afterward, in the sae 

capacity came Clark Dickenson, Robert Irwin and Ira 

Baird, Rut their work wes of no avail. The Indians pre= 

ferred ta live in wlewams and to use their cabins to 

stable their horses. The agency failed in its purpose . 

and in September 1836 both parties abandoned tueir agres- 

ment. At the same time the lands in Winnebago County _ 

north of the Fox hiver were ceded to the government. 

“Webster Stanley, one of the worknen on this gfove 

ernment. project, was attracted by the possibilities of | 

the resion, and in 1836 came to tas present site of , 

Oshkosh. Here he found a ferry and trading post operated 

by dames Kneges. ‘This helf~breed had a log cabin on 

Coonts Toint, a part of the present. Municipal Golf 

Course. ‘Gtanley purchased the ferry, and materials in o 

the Knagg's cabin and moved them down closer to the 

wouth of the Fox River. The cabin was erected on the 

present site of the Wisconsin Power and Light Company | 

plant. Chester Gallup of Chio cane with his sons the |



. . | | 

same year, and lived with Mr. Stanley until his cabin | 

could be erected. Thus began. the first permanent settle- | 

ment in the county. | Os ’ 

These pionsers were lollowsed by others, chiefly - 

from the east, who spread out in the county rether rapid- 

ly and evenly. Thei'region was oreanized under the Terri- | 

torial Legislature in 1839 into the Towns of winnebago : 

and Buttes des Horts es @ part of Brovn County. In 1840 

it wes separated irom Brown County as Winnebago County. 

“The oreanic town oreanizetions of Oskosh, Neeneh, Buttes | 

des*iorts (Qmro), Rushford, and Brighton (Nekini) were 

1arac € in 1847, with Utics and Winnecanne coming in the | 

next year. Py 1655 the whole county had been organized © 

into the present sixtven towns, which now couprise it. 

fhe Town of Omro was first oreenized under the name 

of Buttes ces Morts at the home of its first permanent 

settler, Edward West, on April ©, 1847. Nelson Glin was_ 

chosen Noderator end N. W. Wolverton, Secretary. AMOnE | 

the town officers chosen rere Sdward West, Chairnan, 

Joon Munroe a:d Fredericn Tice, Supervisors, and Hdward 

west, Hearns Haskall and Nathan wclverton, Commissioners 

of schools.+ Cn March 15, 1849 the name of Suttes des | 

Morts was changed to Bloomingdale, and in 1852 by act of 

the county board Was changed to its present name of Omro. 

| | | | 

l. Town of Omro, tinute Book, 1847-1870. No Publisher. 

(Manuscript). p.l. A bound volume manuscript record of the 

Town of Omro in possession of Mr. A. 0. Altman, Town Clerk.



Two varying accounts for the name "Ouro" ere on re- 

cord, One is to the effect that the name Bloomingdale was 

tao lone. Two young business men, Joel Teavlor and &. B. 

‘Dean, decided that the name must be short and easy to 

eronsunee. They wrote s¢verel letters of the alphabet on 

Slips of paper, one Letter to each slip. After shaking - 

thea in «a het they Grew out four slips and arranged them 

‘to form Guro.+ an a 

The second, and uore plausible one, is that a tra- 

ding post haa been operated in the vicinity by ae French | 

half-breed, Charles Amereau, or written as tne Engiish 

understood Lt, Charlies Omro. “Previous bo 1é45, Charles 

owro, & alf-preed, had pat up a log hut and established 

a trading post neer where the Compound Company's building» 

| 2 

afterwards stood,"” co 

- AS Wight be expected, school facilities ior the edu- 

cation ar their cnileren garly clained the attention of 

toese settlers. Nost cf tis first schools were conducted 

as private schools in ths houes of individuals. his is 

the eryptic description of the original one: "Miss ami- 

line Cook taught the first school in the county at Osk- 

kosh in 1841. Henry aA. Gallup closed the sehool by marry- — | 

1. Luthera Adams, Historical Sketch of the Old ked Brick / 

School, Champlain Lax Printing Coupeny, Chicago, 1928, p.5 

2. A.Andreas, History of Northern Wisconsin, The Western 

Historical ucmpany, Chicago, L881, pe 1183. | a
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ing the teacher.'+ The following experience at Neensh is 

a typical frontier occurrence: Oe 

"Barly in the season Hr. Clinton, with the assis- 

tance of some of his congregation, fitted up a log 

house, built by Smith Hoores, in 1645, for religious . 

| gervices. Here Miss Caroline Northrup opened a pri- 

yet senool, and in the fell, the first public achool 

wes ineusurated, with one Lambert for tescher, but 

after about a wiontn an extended furlough was granted 

iim. We | | | 

Instences in the Town of Ouro also suggest that pri- 

vate schools vere ths first ones to be established there, 

In 1848, during Mr. Myron Tlowe's absence from hoe, his 

bachelor quarters were occupied by a school with Mrs. i } : | 

Abrea Quick as teacher. Mrs. George Beckwith taught a 

school in her own house, as did Mrs. Hannah Alin, in the 

Lowd neéighbornood. A letter written py T. V. Humes, gon of 

Omro's first settler, David Humes, describes the earliest 

school in the village as follows: 

tT; 1848.a school was opened in Omro in the chan- 

ber of a building eccupied below as a dwelling which 

stood across from where tne "exchange" wes built 

- later ’on, and the tescher wes a Kr. Cooley. 

This “‘chamber™ was an upstairs +#90m in the house | 

next to the northwest cormer lot at Main snd Pearl Streets, 

lL. P.V. Lewson, Eistory of Winnebaso County, C. F. | 

Cooper and Company, Chicago, 1906, Vol. 1, p. 239. — 

2. Herney, Op. Cit., p. 198. 

3. T.V. Humes, "Letter to the Editor", he Omro Herald.
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being reached by an outside stairs built on the north 

side of the house, For meny years Mrs. Bullis lived there 

and is now occupied by the S. Barnard Family. | - 

presumably the Mr. Cooley referred to cont inued to 

be interested in school affairs, and became the Town 

Superintendent of Common Schools for the Town of Onro 

during the 1854 term. (See Table II on page 17.) Another 

private school was taught by Mr, George Herrick during the 

winter of 1849-50. He was a graduate of a Massachusettes 

Normal, and opened his school that winter as it was the 

slack season for his farm work,1 : | | 

But the growth of the county was too rapid to rely 

upon private schools, for in 1846 the ‘population was 

(7325 increased the next year to 2,787; and in 1850 was. . 

10,167.* The territorial legislature in 1841 had cre- 

ated the county, town, and school districts as subordi- 

nate units of the territory, and delegated to them vow- 

ers regarding the orpanization and maintenance of 

schools. Three comiissioners of schools were to be elec- 

ted annualy with powers to create districts in the | 

town, apportion money and to act as inspectors. In 1848 

the office of town superintendent of schools was created 

1. Adams, Op. Cite, p. 5. | 

2. Harney, Op. Cit., pp. 108-110. | .
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by the legislature. This officer took over the powers | 

. ¥ + t~ 30 NY $ ss + ; : a L a . ¥ ’ bY aaa wot . 4 ‘ 

of these comaissioners with an addsd one, namely, the 

a a aa 3 Se , , : , oa, €* os ‘be, on. 3 4 | examining and Licensing of teachers. 

: my . “ ~~ ‘* 2 4. “s ’ } | mn wy °c Aen 7 a 3 7 : gh } 7) § gE $ <" ‘ = ‘s 

Under authority of these ects the school coumission- 

4 ae be bey os . Set wt rags? $75 ths , yet a 2° nt gt < i ms 

ers Oa Gilg bows ia ls rit oILe HOS at Frederic Lice on 

7 : we . ch } é3 ¥° 3 r : ‘ fy “4 + yas oe os * _ “ + 4 yee 3 | 

October 22, 1647 und organized two senool districts in 

“ . . : . TC . pn od pe rr = ; TT} £ - . _ : 

the town of Ruttes des Norts (Ouro). The first of these | 

wea ts _ ca : et th. om mT _ at os he “ ~ = 4 : ey mre ee - * yy & 

becaue known as the Tice Senool, and is now Joint Dis- 

$ i AT 7 Pe YG <3 Meyer rn fe TU SG CP ta oy “re J - ge 

trict Number Four, Town of Ubica, whe otlner one 15 tué 

° ~~ he » % 74 me 4 ’ wh ws - sw, * o_o ry | yy ai rm res Oy Af . 

West Sehool, or Jistrict Nuaber One, aown ol Ulmro. vn 

os 3% 3 5 “eo * 4 ge : CF ~ oy y * ee on + ~ i 2.4 er eo ae f 3" ant ¥ Bo a an S ; nt , : 

ganuary L3, ZBO4G CHEVY wel 2G UNS Nome Gl Be wUSt GNa 

created District Number Three, called tne Lowd School, 

and is now known as the maple school Later that year 8D Ls LON BRU a Gi OL da ink Pie oC ik 6 13 US as (Sari 

TNS > 5 Keates k 2 ii 3 t $ wT a am sey ey t ’ ee ee a ee Pye, 

District Number bour, tae sowe School, was created, ue 

. *. ‘yy Bees a pay Boas a4 + ‘ a qs 4 ay oe! & iv vy + ee * 2 

next spring, lands embodying the cnlei interest in this 
fy 3 al fn ot 

r was Pe “ a nee a . . rad + ee ~ sa sy . ws 

study were sssiened in District Number Five: 

. oe ory ~ aa “s i” i £%, | - £ . a shes be 7 mt was 

: ‘At e meeting of the Supervisors of the Town of © 
—s . i 3 ~, < As ? wae ry i . : ee oe * . % 2 ~~; . 

Floomingdale at the Town Clerk's office this 9th day 
me: re Co} res 3g 224 % “ ‘ aaa bee a PATE $ if gs 

of May, l@49, do hereby set off tine rollowine ae- | 
* 4 oe . ; a % 2 > $ ” 7 , 4 ‘ seribed sections for organizing a Sehool District 

therein: Crdered that School District No. (5) five 
ot . 3a 4 - - ON SN ars 4 ¢ “fy “ry ek ’ é shell consist of Sections 17, 16, 19, and 20. Also 
bee es oft ne . ~ wate . 7 + a ee de inten 4 12 © 

the fraction of section No. (&) eisht that lies on 
4 . $ “We =, + i rast, «a g- 7 a on ot a y *. ~ = 3 ri BE A ‘ a ? oe, $ 4 2 y 

Lhe esst side of the Fox River in Vown (18) etehteen 
‘ Ten yy db on Tok ee: a , 0 ot ; 7 r an A ps om a ~ ‘ 

North of hanse (15) rifteen east, also tne north- 
. seep eb oeks re ee - +e fon ht “y weoea eee - . ’ Lag 

west quarter oF seotion No, (21) twenty one in the | 
v 4 am et : +. - " ~ ~ een RN ree oC , 

ebove named town ena rance,. a 
- ey ee et fe Bie : : , Floominedele Nay 9, L&49. 

— +. 7 : 7, . , James Olin Nelson Olin 
ryt “57 fy % " ‘ tz . co “ % 

Town Clerk John Nelson | Supervisors 
| : gude F, noOxvers 

"pine meme rere ee Peer 
. > d cy ' . . ” * he “Ng 

L. Pown of Omro, Op, Cit., Be. 32. y
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| On August 28, 1€49-Mr. G. W. Beckwith, Superinten- 

, te bh chat ty. 7 . 4 . , | 
dent, certified the above described lands to be District 

Number Five. Although there wes no recoré of his election © 

at the April 3, L@L9 Town Blection, George Becnwitn a 

signed en oatu of office on April ll, 1849 as the first — 

Sehool Superintendent of Common Schools for the Pown of © 

Bloomingdale. is successor to the office, tadwerd West, — 

(Ysble TI on pere 17) left the Pollowines financiel ree 

port st the close of nis vesr in office, whieh in ite | 

fi se Te 4 ec tegtag t tan AP tse rane of L: we wpe br : me Pb om ES 
BE wh. ob. die biite bv ba Vv © hal wed SCoPS od tJi8 WOK OT Cis wd de - 

Ticer os Shown iu Pabie I: ) ee | . 
: : , : . ry aot, any onp~ 

- 

: : sibel a 7 

TOWN SUPLAIETEPDAN T'S PINANCTAL HOYORT, 1851-52,.1 

heceivea of Georcée W. Secwxwith, Tormer Supt. § 30,00 
Received Town Treasurer, Merch 1652 | 241.00 oe 
Received County Treasurer, April 1552 © : 163.93 a 
Amounting im ell to © a ESL TS - 

Peia to Joint Dist. ko. ll Alzoma, 1851 12.45 oe 
Peiag to Joint vist. No. & in Utica, LES] | 17.54 8 

. _ . ; oe | 30.0 > 

Leaving 6 balance in my hanes of 434.93 : 

| | 495 .Ok 

Subject to a@pporlionnent auone the several distrists we) a6 ‘ead 

for the cvenefit of conmson schools and libraries for the - 
ensuing year. os | | 
Tris sua is to be distributed among 391 children and | 
Gives to escn cnild a rraction over 51.08 ali of which 
together with » map of the senool districts as they are 
nov organiaged is respectrully submitted. 

: Blicominadale april oth, 1852 
Edward West | a 

So | Superintendent | 

A , . : | 3 , : . . l. Town of Omro, Op. Cit., p. 6&8. :
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The organic:eléection of District Five was held at a 

two P.M. on May 7, 1850 3t the home of Ceorge Gellutia _ 

jin Omro in answer.to the call of the Town Superintendent, 

Mr. G. W. Beckwith, Dr. William P, McAllister was elec- 

ted Director, WeW. Wileox,Clerk and Janes Peck, Treas- 

urer, The meeting adjourned until the next evening at 7 

seven when the site for the school was decided upon. - 

This was a jot donated oy Dr. HMeAllister bo be used for- - 

ever for school purposes, This formed part of the land | 

at tué northwest corner of Vieasant and West Division | 

Streets upon which the Red Brick School later was erec- a 

ted, and Since its aéuolition has been used as a school | 

Playground and tennis court. At this meeting it was 

voted to raise two hundred dollars for the erection of a | 

school building.t ~ ae | : 

During that summer an “unknown lady", (thet is, her 

name is not f ound in. the records) taught a schoel tern, 

for at a meeting on Merch 29,1851 one item of business 

was "bo take into consideration the propriety of voting 

a tax to pay the lady teacher who taueht the summer — | 

schaal in seid district the Suumer of 1650. It was voted 

to raise by tax twenty eight dollars to pay this teacher ,"4 

l. School District Number Five, Villege of Onro, Minute — 
Book, 1850-1859. No publisher. (Manuscript).p.5. A bound 
volume manuscript record of the district in possession of 
Mr. Ae CG. Birkholz, School Clerk. - —_ | 

2. Adams, Op. Cit., p. 8. ; ns
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In September, 1850, a’ sum of eighty dollars was 

voted to finish building the school and furnish it for | 

winter use. lir. Henry Priddsy was hired as teacher: for | 

four months at twenty-two dollars per month and board, 

Miss Phebe Pettingel taught the summer session of 1851 

for the sui of two dollars per week, and board at the 

pupils! hones. bilss Sarah Merch was tne teacher during 

the winter term. The fuel expense for these winter terms 

was ten dollars twenty cents end nine dollers and thirty 

cents respectively. Av the sone tine iiss liarie Peehbody, 

later Mrs. L. Hough, tausht a private sehnool over itr. | 

Bigelow's store et the north end of the bridget 

Yhe district was increased in sized hy the addition 

oF two sections across the Fox liver by order of lire. He . 

We Webster, Town Superintendent, as follows:2 — woe 

"To the Town Clerk of Ploominedele, . | | 

| | I have this day annexed to School District No. 
5 in said Town of which the following is eae cescrip- 

tion, Sections 7 & 8. BO | 
| Dated this 28th day of October, 1852. | 

| - BW. Webster © . - 
| Town Superintendent of Schools for said _ 

| | Town of Bloomingdale. — | | oe 

These nindian Lands" as they were called were open= | 

ed to settlement in thet year, altnough a few settlers 

had filed claims to sone lands previously, the first one 

being Mr. 0. BE, Loper in 1847. The Yankee Land rush was 

l, Adams, Op. Cit., p. 8. eee 

Re Town of Omro, Op. Cit., p. 71.



still on, and these fertile fields were soon filled. | 

with settlers. As a result, the capacity of the Onro 

school becane overtaxed, and at a special meating in 

Novenber it was decided to divide the school into two 

departments and rent an additional room to accommodate 

the pupils. SO art of the older children were assigned 

to the room over Mr. Bigelow's store, which was now used 

by the district. Crossing the river during high water in 

the spring crsated a mroblem for the students, as the 

float bridge vas sometimes cerried away. | | 

_ Teachers identified with the sbove mentioned rooms 

were Hrs, John Ross, Mr. Cooley, hr. Gilbert, and lr, Lu- 

ther Reed. Mr. Reed finished the term as Town Superin- | 

tendent in 1855 end the full term of 1856. His work in 

the community wes held in high esteen, and todsy the 

stained glass window in the west side of Lhe First Gap- 

tist Church of Omar is dedicated to his memory. | | 

- Ghe annual district meetings ware held in September 

just before the opening of ths fell tern, until the new 

law changed it to the second Monday in July in 1863. The 

winter term of fourteen to Sixteen weeks followed the _ 

opening of the new year, and the spring or summer seagion 

cane as the roads opened for travel, | the officers were ~ 

chosen at these meetings, one each year tor a three year 

term. A-committee was appointed te examine the treas- 

urer's records, and ta recomment the amount to be raised
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the next year. As the items usually consisted of the 

teacher's salary, fuel, rent and a few incidentals this 

took but a short time. Later two comaittees were ap- 

pointed, one to examine the treasurer's records, and the 

other to recommend the new budget. It was not until 1871 | 

that the practice was introduced of appointing en audite- 

ing committee bo exemine the records and report at the 

next annual meeting. This practice is still followed. 

At the annual meeting of 1855 the board was author- 

izéd to arrange forthe construction of a building large © 

enough to accommodate all of the pupils under one. roof. 

Omro wes now ready to provide proper quarters for the | 

educational advancement of its children. The pioneer | 

ideal was beginning to materialize. | | a 

"TABLE II | 

TOWN SUPERINTZNDENTS OF COMMON SCHOOLS FOR TOWN OF o#Ro+ 

George Beckwith 1849-1850 Luther A. Reed 1856 | 
Edward West oe 1851 H. Raymond) ~ | 
Hiram W. Webster = $1852 O.W. Watson)b - 1857 - 
Chas. W. Watson | 1853 DP. Dean 1858-1860 

G<.B. Cooley | 1854 C.H. Marshall) © | | 
Loren Robbins) | | JN. Hoaglin)e 1861 
Luther A. Reed )a 1855 a | : | 

a. Luther A. Reed was appointed to office because in- 

cumbent was absent too much, | - | 
b. C.W. Watson was appointed when H. Raymond resigned. | 

c. Tie vote of 178 votes apiece, with £.H. Marshall : 
' winning by lot. | | a 

1. Town of Omro, Op. Cit., Compiled from the election 
results recorded by the clerks. © | | _ |
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CHAPTER Il | 

| THE OLD RED PRICK BRA 

As typically American es the pioneer log cabin Wes 

the little red sehool house of the nineteenth century. 

Its fame has teen emphesized in song end fiction to e 

cegree that Mey seem exaggerated, but at thet time, it 

shone with e briiliance in the wilderness tnat attracted 

meny weyward feet to its dsorstep. its dying rediance is 

reflected today by America's leaders who answered ths 

call of its handbell. : 

On March 3, 1856 the contract for the new school in 

Onto was let to George Stokes for the sum of two thousand 

ons hundred and Seventy dollars. It was to be erected on 

the McAllister site of the first schoolhouse, which was 

in turn moved to the north side of Pleasant Street be~ 

tween Exchenge and Mill Streets. Here it vas remodelled 

and is now used as a home by Nr. Mex Bower. As ovten 

heppens in the construction of public buildings the orig~ 

inal estimate for the school fell short, and en addition- 

el sum had te be raised to complete it. | 

This two story red brick building wes completed and 

ready for use in December of 1856. It faced east with en- 

trances on the front and south sides. Three departments 

were provided, the primary and intermediate on the first 

floor, and the upper grades and high school oh the second
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floor, Access to the prinary grades, which were in the 

rear room, was through the side door. Hiss Jennie M. 

Huie, who became iirs. Henry C. Hollister, was the first 

teacher to a#reet the berinners in this new scnool. The 

intermediete room was in the front part on the first 

floor, snd included what roughly corresponds to grades 

four through seven. ores. 7. Bunker wes the first teacher 

in this room. A deseription of this roow es it was a few | 

yeers later is left for us in the follswing parasraph; oe 

"Tt is not a large room. Theres are just four wine 
dows, two on each side, with no shades. We need all 
the sunlignt. The teacher's desk is on @ reised plate 

| form and a blackboard is behind the desk, There is a 
long blackboard in the back of tae room and a reised 
platform bslow it. The desks are double. They are 
well merread end carved with the initials sof those 

who heve sone on betore. There are two doors at the 
front which enter into closets, ¢acu containing a 

_ window, ‘these closets had several uses. One, a place 

, to boenisn imiscnievous children. shen the teacher 
, thouent that a child hed had time to repert, she 

would open the coor only to find her culprit had 
ascaped throush the open window, "L- | 

Those who went upsteirs did so to the right and left 

through the front doors, the boys one wey and the cirls 

the other. Their wraps and lunch pails were hung along 

the wall on their respective side of the room. In later 

years «nea the youns men who went upsteirs were boise 

terous to the point of rowdyism it was nécessary to close 

the front entrance to the intermediate room, and those 

l. Hyrtle Horrison MNcLesd, "The Intermediate Room", The. 
Omro Herald, July 28, 1934. p. &. |
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students had to use the-side entrance. Mr. Henry Rey- 

mond of Oshkosh was the first principal at e Salary of 

fifty dollars per month, ihe building was heated by three 

stoves in the upstairs room and one each in the two down- 

stairs rooms. At recess time the principal would sey, 

twell boys, we need some more wood." Sometimes he set the 

example in carrying in the two foot pieces of wood which 

were piled in the corner. Ofttines the stoves became red 

hot, but scenool continued. Today both children and teach- 

ers wouleé feel iil at ease under similar conditions. Oc- 

casionally a rubber pencil eraser. thrown onthe hot stove, 

or a sack of straw stuffed down the chimney caused a | 

smoke screen which dismissed school for the day. 

But Cmro's school problem was not solved. Within ten 

years additional rooms about the village nad to be rented 

to care for the extra students, The Civil War was over 

and bhe timber industry of wisconsin waterways and mills 

was ready to resume operations. br. David Humes, the 

first permanent settler in Cmro in 1845, head invented a4 

grouser, or uprieht anchor boat. This made towing of logs 

upriver a possibility, and so lumber mills in Omro would 

bs assured oF 4 olentiful supply of the logs run down the | 

Wolf River, refted at Hay Boom and made ready for the ever 

hungry buzz saw. Men were needed fsr this growing indus- 

try, and as a result the "saw dust towns" grew by leaps © 

and bounds way ahead of the estimates of the planning con-
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mittees of school districts. | oe 

| A committee of five was appointed at the annuel meet- 

ing of September 24, 1866 to tascertein whet can be done . 

about building". Their recommendation on October 1 to © | 

raise two thousand dollars by tax was rejected, Three 

weeks later, at an adjourned ineeting, five hundred dol- 

lats Was voted to build 4 building suitable for a school 

room, and which later might be used as a woodshed for the 

Red Brick Sehool. an additional hundrsd dollars was allow- 

ad for stoves end other necessary incidentals. For many _ 

years this building was used as 4 schoolroom for those 

who had finished the intermediats room before they went | 

apebeirs. the pupils assiened to this room felt that it 

was gonetning of a discrace to be obliged to attend 

‘senool in tis ‘woodshed", precursor of many & "harrecks © 

school" in anerica's repidly growing cities. | 

This woodshed did mot fully solves the housins probe 

lem. On Cetober @, 1806 tws hundred dollars was voted to 

curehase four tots of Dr. W. P. UcAllister on the north - | 

side of the river, and two years later five hundred dol- | 

lars was allowed to purchases lumber for the building. On | 

November 7, 1868 the intended site was ordered sold, and 

anew one purchased from Albert Franz. Tue community was 

divided onthe question of building new querters, and at | 

the July 1869 annual neeating voted not bo eutid at that 

time and ordered the money already appropriated to be
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loaned out at interest. ‘the next year, however, the pre- 

ponents for a new school were successful, end & thousand | 

dollars was voted +o apply on a three thousand dollar 

prick Veneer building, the construction of which was to 

be eompleted by December 1, 1670. This school was loca- 

ted on the. southwest corner of Ridge anc mapes Streets, 

on the property now occupied by Prank reterson. 

Two other roous in various paris of the village | 

were used tor school purposes during these years. One is 

cooumonly referred to as the "hues Place” which was an 

old blacksmith shop on the northwest corner of W. Divi- 

sion anc Genesee Streets. This shor was remodelled and 

used eS a classroom. Dburins L&6é Mir, Ales was paid the 

sum of thirty six dellars rent for his shop. the next 

year he was paid one hundred dollars, and the next year 

fifty dollars. ‘ha other room was a department in the 

passnent of the Christian Church during the 1873 tern. 

The school district st that time was orranized 4s 

School District Humber Five, Town of Omro, and hence ine 

cluded lands outside the incorporated villave. Chilidren 

in toe district were eligible to come, and parents inp 

toe sastern part felt thet a school in that section was 

necessery now that the north side had succeeded in abe 

taining one. They were successful to the extent of two - 

hundred dollars in LE72 for the purchase of lots for a 

site. They had to struggle to keep that amount intect,
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and in 1876 they voted down ea proposal to purchase and © 

remodel the oid Methodist Church buildine on the south- 

east corner of Pearl and Lincoln Strests. co they caused 

to be built # wooden structure similar to the one on the - 

north side on the northeast corner of Pleasant and Wash- 

ington Streets. The construction cf the north side build- 

ing had proven feulty and in l&@2-the board decided toa 

kave the brick wails teken Gown and replaced with wood 

sidines. When the new hish school was buiit in 1¢93 

thess sohools were used for a. time lonser as @ primary 

sebool end then ordsread sold. The ad below cives the 

Ay P - . 3 fo wy ce bo gion 4407 * 1. . : 
(Getaiis for their seaiein- . 

- FOR GALE 

The past Side Schsol property belonging to Dist. 
No. 5 Town of Omro, consisting of schoolhouse, size 

32448 tt. woodsned, etc. Lot 150x120 ft. Price af 
bpullding alone; five hundred and fifty dollars 
($550), Price of lots two hundred dollers (8299). 
Algo North Side School property belonsing to above 

neaned district consisting of schoo. house, sige 
32x46 ft., woodshed, ste. fFrice cof building elone, 
five hundred éollers (8509). Lot size 150x390 ft. 

Price two hundred and fifty dollars ($2590). Enquire 
of any one of the Sehool Beard. | | 

ae TAs Tuttl3, Clerk 

The North Side Sehool was dismantled, but in 1909 

the ether one was purchased by Mr. A, Austria for five 

hundred fifty dollars, and moved to its present site on 

Vater Strest where it is used as a grist mill. 

l. "Classiféaed Advertisement", The Omro Herald, August
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| No matter whica of thease senools described a pupil 

atbtendéed,if he progressed far enough, he.was promoted 

bo the upstairs, or high school of the Red Brisk" | 

“Senool. “Here he was under the tutslage ot the assistant, | 

and in the tinel years of his stay, in ciasses taugns by a 

CLS principal, This man wag Kept busy wita his teaching, 

and supervision of the lower departments, as well as the 

other two schoois under his jurisdiction. The euliber of - 

tha work offered in this depertment was dependent on the 

personality and training of whoever was orinecipal, and 

the influence, cr drawing power of the school rose and / 

feli accordingly. . a | 

| But efter nearly nalf a century the Red Brick show- 

ag evidence of hard service. Retter methods of heetlipg, oo 

jighting, ané senitetion hed been developed by a rapidly | 

erowine industrialized America. ‘Worthy as it nad been, 

the community felt that the building should be replaced 

by more up to dete quarters, Accordingly, a new high 

school was srected ecross the street south of the Red 

Brick, and was ready for occupance in 1893. The Red 

Brick was dismantled by Hr. Calvin Morton and many of 

the brick were obtained by former students 4s keepsakes. 

Mrs. L. Bushnell painted @ replica of the school on | 

many of these, A visit bo grandmothers, or to the hone = 

of some older resident will reveal a red brick used as a | 

Goorstop. In answer to the query, "What is this red brick?" —



willicome the proud reply, "That, sir, is a brick from 

the Old Red Brick Schoolhouse." 

The following is a t ypicel testimony of all who 

attended it: | | | | / 

nTt is not the meterial structure of this old 

red brick school house that we love so dearly, but . 

the people we fsrew up with, those who worked and 

played with us there, i wish svery one in the world 

could have en old red brick schoolhouse in memory 

as I heve."1 | | 

1, Myrtle Morrison MeLeod, Op. Cit., p. 8,
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CHATTER III 

| THe WEESTER NANUAL TRAINING SCHOOL 

Most every community hes benefited, at one time or 

another, from the toresight and senerosity of at least 

ore locel, rublie-spirited individual. CGne of the frore- 

aost of thess in Ouro, and surely bne moet outstanding 

of all ss fer as the schosl is concerned, was Hiram 4. 

Wecester, mr. webster appesreca upon tne Wisconsin scene 

in the heyday of the lumber Darons, sade His modest bore 

tune in that industry, and vary gppropriateiy made pro- 

visions to shsre ALS esrpnings in timber with the school. 

This was in teepine with tue spirit or the framers of 

the Northwest Ordinance when they proposed that the 

virgin wealth of the Territory be used to support edu- 

cation, «a ekatch of his iife will wéd to @ setter under- 

stendins for tis contribution. | | 

Hirem Ww. Vouster ves porn in Hanpton, Nashington 

County, New York on Januery 10, 1424. He lived on a farm 

as u boy and attended the country school. At the age of 

gignteen ne enrolled in the Troy Conference Academy at 

Poultney, Versiont. Upon his graduation he taught school 

tor five winters. As a teacner he had more than ordinary 

Success, much of which wes due to his irresistible spirit 

of resolution and thorough, though not severe discipline,
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LTT es 244 * ne c ane? oy ey : qualified with natural modesty and reserve. 

: 1 - AN ort * s £ m4 wre 8 Mr. Webster csme to wisconsin in 1847, locating in 

7 : Te * a = . + > Rls rine er 2... 4 oy, .4 Oshkosh. He invested most of his mcrey in a shingle mill 

Py + HE Oo, P27 eG ; re: om FN ~ 2G 4. hk Pe = “ Py te wr, p> Pe oe, ~ ’ % venture which turned out to be a Tailure. He moved to a4 

4 Bae mat .4 y aN * ~ ok “ Qos me + ; ~ we ‘ PN ae “~~ * B ey FR faerg. whien he had purchased just cast of Omro on AlLernae 

i & rm ,oylhk “ee 4 . PPT “4 x ‘* ry, Fk Fy " fii gee an 3 ren = t-. y & ee thy's Corners, end sfter a few years moved into the villsece 
i oo 

EO PN ay have tar ohfte wsaetifp 5 Pla’ hte Anatn 4 oF Cmro where ne had his residence until his death in 

C3 ei w% ~ +, 4 wy i ° ony 7? 2 +4 5 o* a - 2 ite 5 bn, £44 3 we ge -¥ $ fe gen 1, os | 1664. kKéealizing the srowing possibilities of the lume 

a as ee Regs "aes Lm al settee Sey og ~ 44 ey. ~ hee Lar businéss he purecnased @ sevmilll in 1¢68, and in the 

7 po oe es a oe “~, 4 - ey - ye ‘ a aor Mery ~~ Ly Ot en Vollowing years extensive purchases of timber lands were 

mee 6 t ~ ke mM + in esq Vy ao yoyem i rj We me 12 ante wy iae 
meas a Bap wil aba db iii OPsravlon, Ld CALS ericer#ys prise 

be < Scans ont “ot pp tl, 2 - 4 yw os ume “i y oo met : : + mm *F s . ae Geyvoted most of Ais time and snerey. His fellow citi- 

- ¥ so ie Qe 4 tat ~ RI £ + yey Te, 7. set _ 4% 44% : 2ens recognized nis ability, however, and called upon 

v. 2 os sana “ »  -* : = ef oy wy on fr t . ~ re oa tn him for serviee in civic life; and so he served on the 

ut ¥ 4 , “sree a m~14 4 i+ 3 Fy rT tate tons re 5 hy ¢ town, villeee, and csunty boards, and two terms in the 

- | : s., ~~ fe , % 2 * * s . on wT. 6 : de ¢ 

state legislature beginning in 1&7&. His health basen to 

wo OU ~ ~ % m be 1. : * ee ~ a os _- wv + , s om a - * _ - . - , 

fell about this time, srda efter plecins his business af- 

ix * . are rs eae ~ a3 ¥ £ Wy € eon e, no on ee * FS a Yairs in order, want sway for a coOinplets rest. <Accompa- 

ra j Iyar ods i ota 4 te Toe gid ar t3 Tignkpo bom se oR L + fag my 5 
ALE Oy n1ls Wilte 3; ALSG ae Fiteatm bea 5 ff We Gad vo 241% 1L2ao 

; ~ mg et , : 4 * * +, ’ te , pa gh. Ok mys 6ST ot + Wy : se and then to Californis, but lt ves to no tvsil. He died 

Be } oct | ame TTT ee, ft Soft “4 on may 14, lech at Trecy, California. 

Roy yr. t + oy py * 4 -! : Y st Pp oe en KN ct +? - a7 ir. Webster's will dated November 25, 1883, after 

tf a4 -. s . ey ~as « ; — ca -, . 5 . wy ra ig directing the disposal of nis properties to his wife 

arin ryt fe g }. “ at Z rr 7 + Ke on 5 : = * 4 * anid otner heirs contained the tollowing provision: 

“2 0 : % + i 3 yy ote + | "rifteenth-It is my will, and i direct, that in 
“mg wee * ™~ s rr * : . ‘ , : case my estate exceeds the legacies mentioned in 

; 2 Ae ‘ 2 * 4. , , ett st £ be this, ay will, tuat the surplus or remainder of ny
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ae 4 . ~~ “e > ey = : *- » , ot - , s 

estate bs appropristed and used by my executors in 
: . > my 7. . em eh « on a = . ~ d. + _ ae: Py bs, om 3 

gid cr encoursassient of cohsritable purposes, and if 
z . 4 2 . “ al 7” gt 5 ‘ ok y ea * eS =, , ¥ - a 3 nn . in their gudsnent there sasuld be a sufficient e-~ : 

et 4 fs a. or. 4 Pa "1 * * aos - Wee ety & ~ oe Poo ek, * q- L 5 . ‘. oy mount of said surplus, f would recommend that the 
megra bye jase te aats} Li ciao an} “ry tn Ore ° PY Ye PY eri 
Saisie oe USeG oO Sr oe SOL 25:1 Cad oN ao A Lik iar 0 3 OL D OSE 

ry le ra 7 m Ltn mie Wh fe recy rypirm tf vy Li 3 aux ryan ry feces 4 fy gilts pLacr Lip © 2G oato VU OURUS p e fSCONSin, ror bie veauca~ . 
: -f ~ 4 ~ eye , ‘ - - * Ae ao, 4 Sie yey a. me aN pi 2  * fa, os : tion of voung people in the dozestic and useful arts; 
Seg te 4 fu FR Lo me shar Pa = yon fb oe a re le oy ? ey i, cass ae a ~ -~ to» raed Bub 1f case there 16 Nov snouena of ny estave to meet 

7 be meres eaten 2 re: Bn on P oe 8 A eee Ke Ya mt . tas above lesasies, that the deficit may be borne pro 
a Vip ogee ee be es oe. a - een se yap SP, ~ a Sty 

Yates betvsen the Llugatvess, txcept iy beloved wite | 
Louise Mm, 1 Oo 

- + ~ 4% are ‘ot ¥ av ‘ ee My ‘ . 4 ran i 4 3 ™ Y% Ye oy $3 24 < , Not only was ir. Webster ssnerous in this provision | 

. - 4 4% tes, . ois mn PS > ne ty 4 wer =: a) , sy Samy ae ge ry + yea . ( AS WLlil GE Shovn jJater tris SUPPLUS &2Mounted to soroxe 

, ag mee ‘ » at f ~" v | + } ” = NPS Og “t oye ry vA” ‘ yt 7 ra 4 mm, = ” “ ee ot ae +. imately fifty thousand dollers) but he also was somewnat 

4 a, ‘ 4 74 =. % cn + Tg ; = s TOs ut “4 an | t ws 44 “sy " ‘ m~ © f- . “5 4, 2 4 . 2 soe .* ’ YViSLONGrY In oroviainese ror the erection of a buildin: to 

‘ < 3 . eek 9 ogee pd eto ee ge ~ 2 . my . . 

tusuruct young people in the manusl end cdoiestia arts. 

eh, ~~ 2 0. 64, 244 pew ae Boge de ye gs 307 OT ste foe a oy el ough gaye + * yn 

When fis will was vritten in 1'83 this phnese of gaucetion , 

3 + ae ro 7 A 4 cn 2°60 <= ORS got % 4 %; Ey 3 * ete oe 3 rn { oy ve » weed ms * , in ftien sehoois vas tracticulliy ucn-existent. «A number of 

Fee, a ~ tence ti kode: ; “~ Sok pe ee ee SOR Te ee < Be ween 5 z , 
RECLSrS, CanNelibig ena intengible, mey be suggested in 

" caer “s ; Fw ee ae! % LP ge i ss + £2 4S ee 3th “4 wees " . 5 ‘ . eccountins Loroirr. webster's request. First sci ell, he 

re c*; i. . ~ . = =, » | ~, “ es ff . : ~ < eer 8 . *, my wo. aos, ’ - oy. ; 7 om fs Le , wes eaqucetea in the cast ast & thline bvhen Unat stecetion took 

metas fe wea deice tee 77 yrey 4 me ~ 3 FED mn hoa vr 4 405 Riot a ¥. ne price in telus well educated, Yosxether with Mrs. *ebster, 

es = | nd on *° 7 Oy ON - ar ey t TGs ” e’ 7% a x ” at ag a ae 4 + ey gm Ney ~ 2 whe, eg , WO WEE & wWonan of New Anigiend culture, they represented 

; ot z 4 ~ gt * ma oe ney . Ss 4 ‘ Le, ee, yx ~ Le + | % - Le - . “ym ‘ a . 

Lik @ PLINeEer CowcukAUNnity Cus better stock thet wes cres GLI 

“ - ws 4 ‘ a ah, $ I, en 7 ges 4. I Ki. a 3 + rt . . @ new America, ana this school vas to be their contri- 

* é 2 " ™ fe, aa a “a : 5 ry 7 4 ’ ~ . ot } we f oution, Furtoermore, ais experiences as a teacner, and 

° ce? de ns ¥z 1 ry s 2 rs ' ee 2 du ww “% 1 {xf 

lL. Webster hieanuel Treining School, Minute Book, 1905- ta 
. 

. 

a de * ‘TT ve yy tf aon 2 Me LL ” 4 . 4 ; - . dete. Mo Publisher. (Manuscript). p. 137. A bound volume 
wi gh ‘ - xj ¥ . . ee me +t : 
manus¢eript tecsrd kept by tne School Clerk, 

5 * te, a ree oe d- “ys p 2 ar eu rs et . 3 

LadWarad Sargent, Account Book , 1&55-1905. ho Publi- 
‘. a“ Le * yey 4 ‘ < , i) ‘ wy .f * ae . Lo dy Ye a sher. (Manuscript). p. 68. The record of accounts xept by 

, : Ji *, . are S72 8°73 Sy RP ey om, 4 - t 1? ‘+ 74 TZ , Mr. £. Sargent, an exesutor of H. Webster's will, now 
. ~ . 3 L Fo — C7 » t2 . 

An the vault of toe Ouro High School. |



jater as Town Superintendent of Conmuuon Sehools for 

the Town of Ouro, gave hin first hand experiences of 

leacersnip in chiic preparation. AS a lesislator in 

Madison, fir. Webster initiated legislation vo encourare 

the teaciting of such subjects as would eneble young 

pecple to be better fitted for life's tasks and prob- 

lems in a practical wey. Then, too, in nis later years, 

as ué planned for tne Tubture operetions of als iil, 

he must nave realized. that in the lives of the couing 

generation é greater umount ol preparation would be nee-. 

essary than nad been available to tne lumberjecas end 

Teruers of his dey. thus cene the threads which were 

woven into MR. WEBSTER'S Dasa. a 

Under tne terus of the ebster Will 6 dmitted bO pro- 

bate on dune 1, 1l&e4 his widow, Louisa lie, Sr. &. Sar- 

zeant, aud ail. ie kh hicks wore jesimnated to adiinkster 

settlement. ‘heirs was no gesy tesk, for in 16&7 there 

was epproximately one hundred and seventy-five thousend 

dollars in various enc scattered properties to adiminis- 

ter. aA word of coOimusndation is due then for tneir suc- 

cessful liguidcetion of the estate to pay all bequests as 

indicated, and heve a residue in 1905 of fifty-two. thou- 

sand four hundred eleven ccllars and sixteen cents to 

cerry outw tie lest item of tine will, namely, the afore- 

mentioned school for.domestic and. useful arts. 

Ey 1898 the trustees were prepared ito make the
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‘the prorosition nad teen presented for Cecision without 

| opportunity for discussion. this really was 3 triviel 

excuse, as the inatter oad been pleced before the dis- 

trict st the annual meeting in July. 4 sounder TSEsason 

for cpposition appears in tne tact that this type of vo- 

cational education was considared an innovation by @ 

cartain slement in Uné Gommunity. Otners felt taat t he 

 aeoaned cost of providing a tesenine suesit end other ax- 

Penses WOuULe ve more than the texpayer could afford, 

~t Wes not until 1905, however, before the trustees 

Were in position to meke tinal disposition of the bel- 

Enos of the estate. Gn Oetsber 2, 1905 they caused to he 

oregnized s corporetion known GS the Yerster senuel | 

Trainius School, end under direction of the court turned 

over tie sum of Cifty-teo thousand four aundred sxc 

eleven agollears ana sixteen cents, Less tne expense of | 

administration anountine Lo three thousand torty-seven 

Gollers end eishty-five cents, or = net boelance ot 

forty-nine thougsend tnres hundred and Sixty-tares doilars 

anc trirty-<one cents.t | | | | | 

according to the provisions of iucorporation these 

persous net atv tae Cltizens lank of Cmro on October 4, 9 © 

1905: iir, &. Sargeant, itr. i, Rk. Hicks, Mrs. L. M. Webs 

ster, ir. FP. i. Gensch, and Mr. H. ©. Carver. It'’will be 

| | 

l. Webster lianual Training school, Op. Cit., p. 39.
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| | CHAPTER IV 

| THE PRESENT HIGH Gohoob AND ANNEX | 

Unfortunately the official recerds of the District 

for the period which the first unit of the present high 

scnseal was erested gare lost oy misplaced. Part of the 

essentials are clear, however. | a 

At tha annual meeting of July g, 1872 it was voted 

te purchase lots from Mr. Adams on the south Side of 

Pleasant Street scross from the Red Brick. These Were 

used by the bors as ae plaveground until the erection of 

the first unit of the present high school in 1893, this 

was a two story brick building on @ stone foundation, 

with a belfry over the entrance way. there were two 

TOGUS downstairs, one each for the primary and interiue- 

diate rooms. The upstairs haa three roous for the hizh 

school; a recitation room for the principal's classes, 

onother Por the assistant's and the room under the beliry 

was the library. 

ihe attraction of the new building caused the hign 

school attendance to almost double in a year. The lest 

ereduating cless from the. old Hed Erick hed numbered 

four; the first one from the new nigh school numbered 

six; and for the next ten years renged between five and 

fourteen. ‘the other class is had increased in proportion.
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Mrs. Minnie Trelevan Norton, for instance, one vear had 

sixty-five pupils in the intermediate rO0ni designed for 

only thirty-three! She managed successfully by rotating 

_ the scholars in two sroups, one reciting while the other © 

studied. Again the matter ot sufficient room became the 

paramount problem ‘of the board. It was relieved slightly 

for a year when the Webster tianual Training School was 

opened for use in 1906. Sut the directors of this cor- 

poration felt the building should.be used exclusively 

for vocationel purposes, and ordered the district board 

to find other quarters for the two sredes which had 

been assigned to thet building. 

A call for a special district meeting was issued 

| for Avril 29, 1909. #& severe storm kept the attendance 

to @ were handful. Verious possiblities were discussed, 

and finally a comaittee was appointed to investogate the 

possibility of building en gddition on the nortn side of 

the high school. The members of tne committee were I. A. 

Tuttle, C. H, Lerrabee, F. M. Gensch, F, Root, end S. 

Leiehton.+ | | | | 

lhe suggestion to erect a new building created 

quite a furor in the community, especially as it cée 

but a year or so after the erection of the Webster Man- 

ual Training ochool. sven though this buildine nad been 

1. "News Notes!, The Omro Herald, May 1, 1908, Ded.
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erected at private excense, many felt that too much mon- 

ey was being spent for educational facilities in the 

community. Others felt taat the district had been too 

heaty in disposing of the horth end fast side schools. | 

Another suggestion wes to bar the tuition children from 

the grades. An editorial in The Omro Herald under the 

title "What Shell We De?" said in part: 

"The Omro High School is on the accredited list 
of high scnools and renss aS one of the very best in 
the stete. It must be kept there. A's cnildren, Ba 
children and C's children must be educated. They 

 .must be provided with auple and, sanitary rooms and 
the best of teachers. The matter of cost is 4 séc- 
ondary censideration,. Olro has sent sut inte the 
business world meny young men and women who are a 

| credit te out hich school. Thesethines appeal te | 

. sur wise judgment end careful action. YVon't make a 
mistake and let spite prejudice influence yaur 
action."1 . . | 

This type of calm reflective thinking prevailed at 

the speciel meeting held on insy 21, 190° and a conmittee 

consisting of ft, Reot, S. Leighton, and I. A. Tuttle was 

appointed to report on the probable sost of a new bulld- 

ing. One week later they reported favorably, and an addi- 

tion was authorized to be built on the north side of the 

high school. this was completed by the Christmas holi- 

day and’ occupied in January 1910. © oe 

This Annex was a twa story brick building matching © 

in style the high scheol, and serving as a.complement | 

to it. Two additionel grade rooms were on the first ~ 

1, "What. Shall We Do?", The Omro Herald, May 8, 1909, p.Aé
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floor, and the second flosr room was furnished to serve 

-gsca study and assembly room for the high schsal with a 

seating capacity of two hundred. The two To0.8 of the 

hign schocl were partitioned to form four classrooms, 

and the library became the principal's office. This 

POOL served as the nerve center of the institution, 

children were called in from home or playground by the) 

bell rope in one corner, and both truant and inquiring 

pupils were ueted out appropriate advice br a success- 

fon of discerning principals. | 

Quroa now had facilities to care for about two. hun- 

dred gerade pupils and over two hundred high school stu- 

dents. an enriched program of vocational as vell as the 

customary acedemic subjects ecsuld te offered in @ de- 

_ gree equalled by but few of the Larger high schools of 

_ surrounding comaunities. vonswquently, the school grew 

in numbers, walen increased the tuition income of the 

district, end thus in turn e better teaching staff. ith 

more eguipment ¢ould be obtained... Following the World 

War IT sreater emphasis was placed on physical training 

and athletics in high schools. | 

As the gpmnasiom on the top floor of the Webster | 

Manual Training School was really not int.nded for such 

an extensive program other guarters became a necessity. 

For a number sf years the district rented tas Americen
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Legion Hell at tae southwest corner of Elizabeth and 

Water Streets for atuletic contests, school plays, and 

parties. ‘this hell vas some distance from the high : 

school and proved to be an unsatisractory arrencenent, 

Furthermore, it did not meet the state physical educa- 

tional requirements, so in 1933 agitation daveloned ta 

puild «s eymhas ium adjacent to the hish school. 

| At the resular theeting of the School Poerd of Dis- 

trict Kuaher Five of the Villsse cf Onrs held in the 

library of the nigh senool on February 2, LOBE the pre- 

lininary resolution providing for the erection and 

equipment sf a gymnasium and suditorium was introduced | 

and approved. . Ths title of the resolution read: RA REO 

OLUTION AUTHORIZING THE [ISSUE OF TVENTY THOUSAND DOL- 

LARS (320,000) CORPORATE NEGOTIONABLE INTEREST BEARTNG | 

COUPON EONDS OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE (5), OF 

OKRO, WINNEBAGO COUNTY, WISCONSIN, UNDER CHAPTER 67 OF 

THE WISCONSIN STATUTES, FOR THE WRECTION AND EBQUIPUANT 

CF A GYHNASIUM AND AUDITORIUM AT THE VILLAGE OF OMKO iN 

SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AS AN ADJUNCT AND PART OP (ha HIGH 

SCHOOL AND GRADE SCHOGCLS GF SAID DISTRICT ahp PIXING | 

DETAILS IN RESPECT TO SAID BOND Issug."+ 

an tr ninth ennnsentr neem inusnnrantnen ingen 

l. Schaol Distritt Number Five, Record of Proceedings 
Preliminary to the Issuance of Eonds of Sehool District 
Number Five (5), Villace of Omro, 1934. No Publisher. 
(Manuscript). p. 2. A bound volume manuscript record 
kept by the School Clark.
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| This resolution wes signed by the members of the 

board, Director F. A. Siebensohn, Clerk A. C. Birkholz, 

and Treasurer Le &» Shelp. Notice of 2 special election 

to be held on February 17, 193k was duly oiven and the 

- resolution was appraved by the electors of the district, 

294 Tor and 195 egainst. The board subsequently nade 

provisions for the issuance of the bonds and submitted 

the whole proesdure to I. Be binnesan, Attorney General 

of Wisvonsin for nis ecrutiny. His approval of the le- 

eality of the preceedings was ereyted on april 24, 1934. 

Meanwhile another source of money to help finance 

the undertaking was peing explored by the board. As was 

expleined in greater deteil in Chapter III, there had 

heen a regidue in the hands of the Webster Manuel Prein- 

ing School Corporation after that building was erected 

and equipped, amounting to sixteen thousand ninety-five 

dollars and six cents. Over the period of the inter- 

yvening yeers this sum had increaséu, 48 wne board of 

trustees had turned but @ part of the interest over to 

the school board tor the maintenance of the building. 

The school board authorized Radney Alder, attorney, 

ta petition the County Court for Winnebago County to re- 

view the whole metter, with the intention of receiving 

perialssion to use this sisney for the erection of the 

proposed eymnasium snd auditorium. Hearings were held 

from time to time between Ferruery 14, 1934 and Uareh
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2l, 1934 when Judge D. E. NeoDenald ruled on the matter. 

The substance ef his finding was that the differ- 

ence between the audit ef March 16, 1934 amounting te 

twenty-five thousand two dollars and three cents and the 

| residue of sixteen theusand ninety-five dollers and six 

cents left after erecting the Webster Manual Training © 

Scheal or eleht thousand nine hundred six dablars and 

seven cents was to be paid to the Scheol District Nun- 

ber Five (5). The ruling alse authorized the trustees 

to kaep the fund of sixteen thousand ninety-five dol- 

lars and six cents intect, and ¢ach year turn over te 

the schocl beard any sccruing increase.} 

With these two sourees of money te use, the board. 

approved the plang submitted by Nr. Edward Teugh, are 

chitect of Madison, Wisconsin, these provided for the 

| erection af a building ts the west of the high scheeil 

epening on Pleasant Street. This annex was finished in 

| Lannon stone and made a creditable sddition to the 

whole schoel plant. the overall size was sixty-ene by 

one hundred ten feet and provided, in addition ts a 

eym floor, a stas@ with dressing roems on either side, 

an ethletic office, and a roou fer storing materials. 

A runway connected the «ym with the high schosl, giving 

access to shower rooms installed in the basenuent of 

1. Webster Manual Training School, Op. Cit., p. 137.
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that building. ‘Spacious quarters for the principal, 

clerk, and stare rooms were included over the runway 

en the second fheor. | 

Urectien of the building was begun in May with Nr. 

Fred witte acting as contractor for the board. The 

laying of the corner stone was held on Sunday July il, 

with eppropriate ceremonies. lir. Ll. W. Schmidt of the 

State Depertment of Education was the principel speaker. 

Work Sa the struoture nrogressed fayaradly during the 

summer, but a shortage ef funds for the extensive re- 

modelling necessitated a special meeting. On September 

17, 1934 one of the lergest getherings of vaters at a | 

lacal school meeting heard the whale situation reviewed, 

and then veted 166 to 134 te authorize the beard te 

berrow eleven thousend dollars to complets the whole | 

project. An additienal three thousend five hundred dol~ 

lers was elso voted to ray far tne installation of twa 

nev boilers in place of the ones in the Webster build- 

ing which hed become faulty through leng usage. 

The shower and lacker reoems were ready for use _ 

when sehool spened in Septembsr. Work on the interior of 

the gym continued for soue weeks, The guinasium or ich 

School Annex" was dacorgted and used for the Alumni 

Homecoming dance on November &, 1934 after the footbsll 

team had defeated Westfield seven to nothing.
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The formal didication cererionies were held on Tues- 

day evening Decenber 4, 1934 with State Superintendent 

of Schools John Callahan, and William Chandler, Caach ef 

Marquette. University, Milwaukee, as speakers. The basket- 

| ball game which followed saw Waupun defeat the Ofrg bean 

twenty to sixteen. Another notable use of the building on 

Fridey of the same week was the presentation of the 

"Rear Car", a mystery play given by Palm Chepter of the 

Order oi astern Ster, with the well known euthor and 

producar, Edward E. Rose, guiding its final rehearsals. 

Abeut one thousand people were in attendance. Since its 

erection the building has been as extensively used by 

the community during the evenings es during the day- 

time by the students. | | | 

The Last building to be added bo the school plant | 

came to the district without much exnense to the tax- oo 

peyers. This was commenly known as the Bey Scaut ar 

Band Building, lecated en the east side of W. Division 

Street across from the hish school. ‘The erection of this 

structure is sn ¢xample of the community's concern for 

the moral and character welfare of its yeung people. 

On dgenuary 39, 1914 the Big Brother's Organization 

was created, with tue following portion of its preamble 

defining its purpose: 7 

Whereas a benevolent person, who wishes his ©
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name to ramain unknewn, has offered $2,000 for a 
: Boy’s Building in Omre, Previding the People of Omro 

will reise $1,000 fer the same opvicct,..enave fermed 
a corperate bedy according to the laws of the State 

| of Wisconsin, for the purpose of previding such er- 
eanizetiens as ssek the relivious and morel welfare 

So of the boys and young men of Omrs, with a suitable 
: building for their werk e@nd to assist then in the 

 BACoMpPLishment of that work, wt | 

The first officers were fix. J. G. Bennett, Presi- 

dent, W. W. Neble, Vice-President, ©. B. sheerar, Sec- 

retary and Cery Bishop, Treasurer. A large group of 

representative business and townsmen belonged to the or- 

ganization over the period of yesrs following its incep- 

tion) They were able to raise the necessary money with 

the aid of civic organizations to meet the orisinal be- 

guest. It developed that a former Omro man, Mr. C. X. 

Larrabee, was the donsr of this lesacy.. 

& contract was signed with ir. Fred. Raot, a local 

contracbor, on January 27, 1910 te erect a one story, 

stuccs covered building abave a cement block foundation, 

for the sum of two thousand feur hundred dollsrs. After 

its conpletien 1% proviced club roous in the basement, | 

and a coubinatieon gymnpasipum-auditorium on the main 

flser. Various groups under responsible supervision 

- used the building Yer a period or years. The Boy Scauts 

1. Big brother's Organization, iiinute Book, 1915-1929, 

No Publisher. (Nenuscript). p. 2 A bound volune nanu- 
Script record of the organization in possession of' lir. 
We. r. Bussey, last Secretary of the organization.
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grev up end lest interest in the organization it cessed 

| to function. Threugh disuse the building beren to shew 

| “signs of nezlect. : | 

. As tne school children used the commudicus erounds 

for their semes, the sxecutive committee requested a 

gum of money from the Schoal vistrict fer repairs te 

the ouilding. with the two hundred dollars voted at the 

July 5, 1925 meeting the necesssry repairs were made, 

and in return the school e-ricultural fairs were hehd 

in the tuilding each Tell. ‘he rest of the year it was 

not used, except by occasional groups of boys who @en-— 

tered the pufl@ing surreptitiously. rhe men in charge 

of the craperty becene concerned with their responsi- | 

bility. simultaneously the music department of the 

schoael was growing and needed larger guarters to carry 

. On its wor. Accerdinely, on November &, 1929 the exec- 

- utive comnlttee ef the Big Brother's Crganization was 

autherized to cenfer with the vistriet ScHool Board and 

the County Judge relative to turning the building and 

grounds over to the district. This was dens, and se the 

district acquired suitable quarters for bhe music de-_ 

parment. In 1933, with funds frem the civil Works ad- 

| ministration paying for the labor cests, the grounds 

were lsveled and made useablefor 2. fastball athletic
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field. In 1940 the two reoms in the basement were ren 

medelled ts be’ used by the kindergarten children. Un- 

_ fartunately, the building burned on the night of July 

15, 1942 during an electrical storm, destroying many 

band instruments and uniferms, aleang with the music lib- 

| rary. oe | 

Again the preblem ef providing suitable quarters 

for the pupils confrents the community. Wer prierities 

have nade its replacséient at the present tine impossi- 

ble. a 

During nearly a century of settlement tha csm- 

munity hes taken pride in prsviding the necessary schesal 

| bulldings aud equipment far it's children. Differences 

of opinions semetines existed over details of procedure, 

but the pioneer purpose has prevailed. Free schools have 

been uaintained, and iran them have sone forth students 

to Dusht ain bhe lest taur American wars that tha free- | 

dows of democracy may prevail for all. |



PART II THE CURRICULUM AND ITS ADMINISTRATORS 7 

CHAPTER Vo - 

THe COURSE OF STUDY 

Just as "stone walls do not a prison meke, ner irsn . 

bers a cage," so doss the school consist sf mare than 

the physical buildings and equipment. Some one nas sug- 

gested that a school could censist of a teacher and a 

pupil sitting on a log. Thus, a true picture of the Omro 

Scheels will necessitate s cansideration of the curric- 

ulum ef the school and the men who have cuided the stu- 

‘dents in the mastery of the courses. | | 

The pioneer settlers were Zzealeus for the educa-_ 

tiansl and religisus welfare ef their children. In this 

respect they meinteined the tradition of tneir forebear- 

ers whe hed settled the Atlentic seebgard and establish- 

ad the American republic. Their sparit of cencern and 

sacrifice bore fruition in the perpetuation of their) 

ideals in the schools established in the middle western 

states. 
| 

The familiar three fundementals of reading, wricing, 

and arithuetic were the backbone of both the privste and © 

early public schools in Omro. During the 1850's spelling, 

English grammer, and some geography were also offered. 

The amount of esch depended upon the preparation ef the
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teacher and the ability and progress of the pupils at 

that tine. Twa terns of three or faur months each offer- | 

ed rather limited possibilities for advanceuent, unless | 

a student atbended full time. This was seldom the case 

if a pioneer community, especially for the povs, until 

after the Civil Wer. Then a nine months school of three | 

terms was provided, and, as ecenomic conditions improved, — 

boys were able te attend school for a langer tie. - 

| Arithmetic as a subject cansisted of mentel or in- 

tellectual, and written forms. Mr, Coa@ley was the first 

teacher to teach written arithmetic during bhe 1853 | 

USL hie fach pupil seived his examples at his seat, &Sking 

needed help from the teacher at the time set apart rer , 

this class. Mental arithmetic must have been as diffi- 

cult fer some as “stery" problems are taday. <A camment 

about one student is entered in the register as follews: 

tPit-of passion brought on by mental arithnetic. spudent ; 

expelled." - | 

There wera no prescribed courses af study. After 

the opening of the Red Rrdcs, nawever, the District | 

Bourd directed what shauld be taueht in @ resolution 

passed on December 5, 1657 in these terms: | | 

"Pesloved: ‘That the follewing studies shall be 

taught in the primary department sf said schsal, oe 

viz: Reeding lst & 2nd Readers, Spelling, Primary 

Arithmetic, and Primary Geography completed. In the 

intermediate of said schsel, Intellectual Arithmetic 

and Intermediate Geography completed, Writing and
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Spelling, the 34 Reader completed end the 4th Reader 

comenced. Declometion & Compesition.,’) | 

No action appears in the recerds directing what 

should be taugnat in the ce par bent upstairs. Each prin- . 

cipal was free bs teach by Ais own metncds and emphasize a 

those subjects: which his inclination directed. The Town 

Superintendgant evidently had little ts da with curricu- 

lar supervision. His waix was Lercely one of adminisg- 

stration and areanizeation ef new districts. Furthermore, 

a comparison of Table II en page seventeen with Table VII 

en pase ninety-five will reveal that curing their re- 

soective tarms botn Mr. Raymond and bir, Dean served in | 

the dual capacity of principal and Town Superintendeat 

ef Scheolst - . | | 

| The graded system of srrangiue classes sa familiar 

tes us tedsy was intreduceé in the csunty during the eighteen 

sixties. In Oshkosh it wes ¢despribed as fallews: 

"The greded systen of scheels is undoubtedly © 

the bast yet instituted. It is the system edopted 
in ell esstern cities, end hes receivec' the com- 

mendatign and approval ef ecucatisnal men every- 

where."~ 

Tn his report fer 1869, Superintendent Hh. B. Dale af 

Oshkosh nentiened it in these terms: "All the scnesis 

nvm cusnoveenntemrcasmnctctat reteset emCemaNN I ep _ acre n  enereeeernannnnrraraetee fe —t 

1. School District Number Five, Op. Cit., p. 95. | 

2. Helland, Oshkesh City Director , Western Publishing 

Gempany, Chicase, 1568, p. 8&3.



are eraded upen a plan, requiring twalves years to com- 

plete the course of study, at the end af which time the 

| | pA | ya 
pupil is fitted to enter csllege." 

a Mr. Orville T. Bright, who became principal in Omre 

in 1868, completely reorganized the course of study upon 

this graded basis. He ealled the hignest gerade "First 

Grade'tt and se en down to the “Twelfth Grace" which was 

the first the pupil enrelled in whsn he entered school. 

Thus Onra kept in pece with improvements as they were pro- 
p ) 2 

mulgated and found werth of sdoptien. 

_—-« Secondary educatian ebave the district scieel was 

usually provided in academies and sarnlinaries incerpor- 

ated under Wisconsin statutes. Micheel Frank, that nable 

pioneer ¢xpenent of public educetion in Wisconsin, had 

lad in the esteblishment of the first free high school | 

at Kenoshe in 1849. ‘the movement was slow to develop as 

thig exverpt indicates: 

| "The growth of high scheele in the stete, hew- 

ever, was slew. The supporters of acadeniss and s @gi-= 

 fneries naturally Sppesed tie idea, and the fact 

thet additional taxes were required was used very 

effectively aS en argument against the organization 

ef such schsels....By 1865 high schools had teen 

established st Kenoshe, ganesville, sheboygen, Osh- 

kesh, Green Bey, La Cresse, Fon gu Lac, Madisen, 

| Watertown and Freirie du Chien." 

il. Helland, Oshkosh City Directery, Western Publishing 

Company, Cnicaso, 1&69, p. Ili. 

2. Conrad &. Patzer, Public #ducation in Wiscensin, 

State Publicatian, Madison, Wisconsin, 1924. pp. 81-82.
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Vrem the time of its erection, the upsteirs room in 

tne Red Erick Was commonly called the high schaosl. This 

referred ts its position in the building, net to its sta- 

tus in the general educational pattern of the tine. As a 

result of Hr. Bright's reorganization, however, the 

evaduating class of 1879 and received what “ag the equive- 

aient af high sehool training. This vraup cansisted of 

Hiasters I. McCall, Frenk Challener, fred. Beckus, H. | 

Washburn and |. A. Smith, and hesdesmes Mattis Hicks, | 

4 G8 Lowd and Josie Hovard. Tir. Smith, incidentally, is 

the eldest living alumnus of the school, The school need- 

ed te maké but miner adjustuonts to qualify under the 

Free High Scheel Law of 1675.) a : 

This law wes designed to aid and encourage the ss- _ 

tablishment of high schoals, particulerly in the rural 

areas of ths state. Adjoining districts were authorized 

tS combine “heir efferts to provide secontary education. 

High schosl bosrds were ts aduinister these schools with 

identicul nowera which oad been vested in the district / 

schosls since 1839. In additien ts money raised by lscal 

taxation for these schools, the state was tsa provide rid 

up to five hundred dollars if a high school wes mein- 

tained for thirteen weeks, Under the advice and consent 

l. Wisconsin Statutes. Chapter 323, 1875. |



of the state superintendent the board was to decide upen 

the bexbbgoks, 2curse of study, and minimum standards 

for admissien to the high schoel. 

Omro promptly-teok the necessary steps to meet this 

law's reguiresents, At tne annual meeting on duly 12, 

1875 “a cosdiittee cf tarea was appainted by the Cheir te 

act with the District Poard te consider the matter of 

Free Town High Scnoois."4 
eee AOS AIASEE NEE TILER OE TIL ELT ED 

‘ 

A week later the committee's reasliutiens were adope 

ted, authsrizing the proper authoritiss to contect the 

gsaveral scheol districts in the Town of OQmro relative te 

om oy ew oe 9 - am Fy oF ns - she . " : 3 om, yea Hr ae ey Hye waeor gf 4 3 ¢ ty yea 

establishing the high school. ths watter was thoreughly 

discussed during the winter amenths, and on Pebruery Gs 

1876 the dscisian was mads for the district to esteblish 

@ high sehoaal by ‘tself. The main resolutisn was eteted 

in this manner: 

tLst, Resplved that School District Numbsr 5 in 

the Toun of Ouro, Wis. hereby authorize the School -— 

Distric& Reard.te sdaptthe system-and. xind of@oL 

school previded in Chapter 323 of the Session Laws 

: oe me fy is on : ii, | a og ey a nt : 

ef L875°in tus place af the dupsrtment knewn as the 

highest departzent ef this distriét and ts discan- 

tinue that department at that time. Thet the Scheel 

RPoesrd may use se much of tue money as is now re- 

RTA Er OI RTO N IE I Rn AE ETE OOOO ALOE TLD: © TF COTO, an Dea, te pin RNC ERE NOLEN, ACTS PATTER FOLLODY LLL, | 8 OD LAS II AIO COL AIAN EELS 

lL. Swehesl Digtrict Number Vive, Village af Oure, Miaute 

Boek, 1867-1883. Na rueblisner. (Msnuscript). p. 2h. A 

bound votume manuscwipt recerd kept by the Scheel Cler,.



| guired to suppart said highest depertment. Carried 
Yeas 38, Neys 7."+ | | 

| Phe first r6éi high scaeel course of study issued 

by the. school beard was for tha year 1877, and is in- 

dicative of the seope of tne offerings of that time: : 

| | COURSE OF STUDY | : 

oo : | | first Yeer | 

ist Term: Arithmetis, English Granmer, Deseriptive Geog- 
| | rephy.e 
end Tsrm: Hepeatec. 
Sd Term: Arithmetic, Englisn Gremusr end Anslysis, 

United States Histary. | 

| | a Secand Year - 
lst Term: Arithmetic, Sententiegl Anelysis, U.S. History, 
2nd Term: Mlementery Algebra, U.S. History, Fhysislegy. 
3d «Term: Elementery Alsabra, Physical Gessraphy, and 

, s . 

Phaysiolegy. oe 

| | Third Year : _ 

ist Term: Yleamentery Algebra, Physical Geography, | 
Natural rhilessphy. | | 

g a pf : x TT Page < EE on 1 Tt 4 ¥ Y 7 4 

2nd Term: Algebra, Pnysicsl Geography, Natural Phil- | 

 esophy.. | 
3d Term: Plane Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Rheteric. 

| | Fourth Year 
~e TD . te ney oe ob a ot Fe P “ Lome grey OV ee ey 

let Term: Plane Geometry, Science of Gavernusnt, Gearnen 
. ; ma , 

ar Esakkeeping. 

2nd Yerm: solid Geenmetry, Eotany, German or History of 
england. | 

36 Term: Chemistry, Bstany, soslish Literature, 

| rifth Year. | 
lst Term: Astronemy, Ancient History sr dealsesy, mental 

S@lence,. . 
Fars * n pre . . 5 . vv os ¥ e " * § or aw ge ‘ 

2nd Term: Astronomy, Ancient History or Gealsgy, General 

Review. | | | 
oy . yy ~ 4 & wy My er mA eer tet of? Ci ; ¢ . t és . Ye ; 
3d Yerm: Pelitisal economy, Noreal Science, General ke- 

| View. oe 

L. Schasli “istrict Number Five, Op. Cit., p. 27. ©
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Exercises in Spellins, Reading, Declamatisn and vempa- 
sition throughsut tne courses. 

| 2 rye . ~ yp £ , , , Reguirenents of Admissiegn 

' : won . . L . reves t e a op wo, » ~ | ee . >» 4 - ts 

Pupils must pass examinations in the following | 
braenches: | | 
‘ ¥ : 4 _ " “2. oem . jo % Pe * . Ts . re J Readimg: Torouch the Fourth Reader. 

“ y 5 y oe Ty, ihe pf 4 x ee ' nm 4 4 + + $ CA a Fes AN : opelling: The ordinary wards in the sane. 
; 2 bf %, oll my . 3 ™ 

Writing: A Tair, lesiblie nand. | 
4 + 7 eo 4 * Bt Prt es “er ™ . . oe, rt my ot . wy I, a tT ae 4 pe ety ee prithmetic: Fundemental Rules, Cemaon end Decisel Freee 

. tiens. 
nay rk eS 2 ey e Fh . 3 fe TT. < 2 meg a ft, ee Cescrephy: Thrsugcn the Urited States: | 

“2 “ = 1. ™ r Wire He 3 e t 4 at , . Bif@.iSo Gremmger: wo Syntax. 

: f ati y Say sie a ae 2 4 q* ie fi 2 * % abe din, he w+, = # era ee : - : ; z ‘ Aslee from a difference in terminglosy, s striking 

4 wf 4 ba 2» : ae ¥ .. . et ye ~ ne OY tS OS 5 % ot, ag ~ = 3 j 4 . Sillerity te the affearineges ef high seneels tadey will 

he ces ae ae EYES “4 = Le fim a : os : 4 ) rt " 2 * 5 ‘ - os observed in the sbaye. (Sse 1942 Ceurse on pases 75). 

EPP neg on ete 3 4 2 m ~ ¥ ee tat #£ ee} : ‘ Tg + a sore¢@ noteble diitferences are worthy sf mention. The 

a 4 * " = i ‘ “~? 2 we aoe at ‘ r 5 , fs x a x a. ee oP os tirst is the antrance exauination requirement, Taday, 

pup. ls Ee Sadnivveed Tres alerth er ninth erades an the 

a. ef neat 4 no cee 5s ey os ae << Fg F ™ ay qe . a ‘ Am § 7’ assunptiean thet they have uastered the fundamentals of 

ie fe “'~ Ss /“ ‘ st ‘% ee ee “4 Pye am, £ re foe eS ral . % 4 ° *, hy ae soa gf S "+ Chat particular crade. Yoe often they can neither read, 

* i. 2 . . . a & we 7 . ~ & 

svéll nor cipher setisfacteorily. 

ni mA eM bee Pum bine ted Ola oe iy tne seCOnd strising feature is the five-year plan 

: £34 a i" 7 ” 6 Po we we ‘ey wet os. ~, ” Pe ee ee Se wn ee. ps “2 - be 3 . + - . 

ef @rganizsetion, Today we are sccustomed to the four er 

iad . Ce gi . gree ” ~~ i. 4 os Fm 3 ye ‘ Ore pe os r pr - 4 : wey ce tete ord a ns 4 CUnree year senior igs school, Mowever, a9 scermanent 

acreement nes been Pescnhed by educetaors for oresnizing 

" tog ce on = Hn emer eee ye oo my. ok eve ps ~~ ots che « 

the grades of the cgmmsn senovls. The 12877 schtel in 

ue i me ae 4. } - . ercsics “ * me - vy Me Y my ss } sem, . ‘ * o 

OMro wes on the Sel H5 Veer? TLSlie Latex 4 La-lL=d, plan Wes 

to a HH * " ° " h. 4 4% ?. TA am “s ‘ . ‘s £ oh i L - adapted, to be followsd in turn by an &-4, 6-3-3 plan, 

: ars . a mez cig Oe . de LA . , _ ts : en i gy we rhc 

and finally o return to the present S-4 plan. In the 

light of subsequent developments, the 3-4-5 plan of
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that day apparently suitad existing circumstances sat- 

isfentorily. - oo 

| The finel differsice is the striking absence of 

vecatisnal subjscts. BookKedping is the enly subdsect 

dlisted whieh cauld be considered vecational in neture. 

The suphesis of the school ef that tine was completely 

upon the academic phase of euucatieon., ‘whe product af 

the sconoel was te pe os refined lady or gentleman, cule 

tured in the weys of the classics, includinz familiar- 

> . ~ 2 . : = 2 ~ “ ae wee we | 

ity with ene ar two rereign langueges. 

But Psrces ware et werk ts provide sa preetical 

- training for tue youth who were te take their places 

in nn “America whieh Wes raplaly bec@ining industrial- 

 daed. The intriceciss sf thie business werld required 

tie keéping of'‘records. Just as private senseis filled 

@ need in comusn education, sa have private schaols 

provided trainiag in the business field. There were 

several et different times in Oshkosh, but at one time 

Oure children could receive training in these branches 

in the villare. | | : | 

Asides Trem the rvrivete seheals which existed in 

the community before the estervlishuent of tue recular 

Gistrict schesl, the enly brivete venture en recerd 

ves & sehnosl knewn as the "Student's Countins House," 

In 1L&80 this was Listec as 6 Coemnercial School operated
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by S. R. Manning ,t but nf ficiully it was Known by the 

former name, THis business colleze, Yor such it was, 

was established rae Ouro during the LE7O0's by fir. De R, 

panning. At first it nas locatud on the sccond floor of 

the brick buildine on the northeest corner of Vater and 

ws. Division streets. Luter the sehool:- occupied Quarters 

in the Spirituslist Hell, now known as the Legion Wall, 

ené then in the belton Bullding which stood at the 

north end of the bridee. : 

ip, Hanning was an excellent bookkeeper, ane also 

Was @ capeble instructor of that subject. In adaition, 

he taugcut the courses in watnematica. His wite assisted 

by teaching un scedemic course of German, snglish, snd. 

other subjects commoniy found in the nigh sehool or 

academy or toe day. At one tine there were over rorty 

students in sttendance, and 1t WES COmuon xnowleage 

that the vienning income was a nundred dollars per month. 

Amone the known sbuaenuts were H.B. Winslow, ¥. wagstaely, 

Ww. P. Bussey, F. ihersn, and mars, 4. rord. 

After iip. H. W. Rooa becaae oriactpal OF tus hea 

Erick in 1Léa7S, he grevstliy sireagbhened Uae ohase of the 

senooi's offering, and or. usnaings's socnooL daterior- 

ated. 

reople of tae Fell sehsol District southwest of 

' * : ‘ . a ETE 

1. Harney, On. Cit., p. 333. |
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omro decided’ that because OZ existins Cisetolinary coli~ 

ditions in the villace senool they would have iy. Man-— | 

ning teaca in that district. Accordinsly, the board, 

consisting of Andrew Halkney, G. Cs Hale, and J. Bussey, 

hired Mr. Mannins to teach the resular school, During 

one winter teru a ¢lass of twelve paid aim five dollars | 

. plece to teaca tooxxeeping two nights & week’. The 

group also bore tus expense of lighting. <Aniongz those who 

completed their oookKkeepins courses under this vlan were 

He EB. winslow, bred. Bacxus, Freda. Lindsey, FP. Hale and 

Ww. Bussey. 

| One of tue stuaents in iir. Manninee's scnool became 

trediroad Jack" Cooper, the uducated Transp and Nenory 

expert. Boing of an incorrigible nature, Ais mother 

placed Him ain this semool., duis tine spent in school WAS 

just es turbulent, and caus to an sbrupt end when he 

broke ane of the windows. eépellea prs senool, ne Yound 

refuge with Prienus in Omro. «sster le spent scoue years | 

ag a Hermit in the woods where he read nistory, « bLudied 

wmuUSic and other subjects of Als ¢choice. Trom then on he 

gave exhibitions as ob gemory expert, travelled Sg s tramp, 

and when the radio bscane a popular medium, he becane 

a familier perforuer, amazing people with his prodi- 

gious. mendry feats.1 | 

ewan» | . . ' . , enews | | | . | _ 

oe! . “ . 

l. Incidents related by “rs. Minnine Trelevan Morton, a 
former redident, in whose home he lived for a tine.
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“ys , 1 : ~~ - yy . : ae ew - 
Bookkeeping continued to be the only commercial 

i,t maakt qambtto oe ard mmr 4 niece wee edd — 
subfect until « full commercial course was added to the 

4% de veal; _ i % po Te « ae . ; wn 2 . 4 

eourse of study in 1915. This cohtinued until 1919 when 
. ” er 7 : # 

S ¢ , ~ wn an . o. ar omy m™ s reat ~ oe ~ 2 oper re ~~ - *t. ny 

it was drepred a8 & course. Community sentinent develop- 

7 ma wate whey $ shat liahnad 48 4 
ed to point where it was reestablished in 1935. Stu- 

| + +o ‘ Sar Fy on Fr % “ Me eo EO — -— im ~ Le -t 2 : . r : oss whee eat 7 . . 

dents wno apply themselves to the Tull course today are 

a wey PR TD OP Yt - yy es cm Tr ri fae ot ; 4 gh) Cpe re . « t 5 _ = CF ° fully prepared to handle the ordinary routine of the 

business OLbice. 

* bin. - , 7 < $. - - - af h do 2, . > i . . Bee. as BL, ; ay Tle, a ~ 

With the addition of the Webster manucl Training 

e2 ie a + aa 1 Ce fs dee doy i . + » " :- fe ~ 3 my ‘ an ré ; ~*~ 

Sohool in 1996 to tae school plent, es agescribea in 

Pt bn gs ~ “ee Pe aa. ee en ta Tog; . om deat, op Sj “3 « om yy tg my omy oe 

Cheoter III, Oars was able to ofler a cecidedly enriched 
i ? : . a 

. ee Ay- 73 ,3 aPoutrate, rua Be eg Lg » te at yl to L. . ~1~e 2 7 

course of study. To the cultural was aided the practical, 

~ i 7 gt gt a 5 ‘ en ’ . my i + eo 7 : - 1 a ry, 3 oe ae “} trite ¥ ? Ff 4 Ps and tie efficiency of the school increased weny foid. As 

* get < ty ty ot Sot os we =} 7 4 eI Sy os <a yy a, : 4 Ye a yt & 4 wetter of record, a full twelve yeer course in menuel 

a. + 4 re u=3t ¢ rtiTr 1S "4 ge t vs 4 te 4 4 Sct t 3 cp ot * te Te Ge 8 

training was outlined, with the objective as follaovs: 

“t PT. D. “a oe i Uy 8 _ my, en . 2 $4 en 2 2 mn fone 

"Phe eaneral purpose of tae work is to give 
: 3 ; 2 + oy * oe es Sty Mee “ a oer cx #F 4m, <r ~ ort oth 

practice in the use of G@ ve@riety oF tools @hd wae 

teriels, to supplement the work cl the erades ana 
Yas hf ~* 1, ot 5 4 a % ae So ~, rye =o 4 core sole TEENS * «> 2 7 at ee PE ~~. NEY ae Le 

the fh. clad senools », vO S&GLoOLNG Menve Lognd menuel work 
Lege ep lta yes Fog Lies ae - Some) teed - “9 

and tfius edueete the wnobe individuel.ts 

my, 4 reef 4.2 ; yy . ee eee hah tos 1, ;. yen, « _ <3 
This anbitious vrogerem exicte Lodsey, but not all of 

S$ . - “, im} + i s “2 “3 med oe % i é : < = “Et . ‘ ae} y it if considered as menual training. For the prinery 

erades pap euttins eLaey Teling end w jing w 
Fy te paper Ao a Loe, © : ay MOoGge Ling Chita WiGeV Las Here 

a 4 3 “ eu tx 2 23 14 tase $ yo my 3 ‘ 5 

considered as manuel] treinine. They do develop manipu- 

2 ern ritic hat Araine+i le 7 am nar yf og pa, lative skille, but ordinsrily they are a part of @ £ree 

, oe } “8 ow ~ > O34 ‘ TA on ORT a ye: = l. Omro Public Schools, Gowpse of Study, The: Herald 
G c ry. ‘Ww $9 a a 
Frees, Owro, Wisconsin, 1999, Pp. ch.



4 + 2 1 $ 3 c yen 4 . 3 . Le activity period or considered es a part of art work, 

“3 } ~4 ay rw en £ “hy Sart } north j y re Bench work begen far the sixth grade boys. This 

+ +. ks ; sof Sg, 4 cam ee Ne ws . 4 «2 ~ 4 » 

merked their initial use oF the new buildines and its in- 

trdapine AyysD vere Vhye kwapsteawnr tr 4 1 F4nce apsir4 1eg . DVABUIRS eC Qulpilicit. 106 weodsvucl OYLLGiNne provicea epace 

i? ~ e: oN ty Sey ws h. ANT w+ 4 1 rr Sk wea ELOY ET 2 a <r ie e 1 

OT & MaCGLaAe Slap, nis. POOH,. 4 29P28 Le itig Qry KRiin 

a, 2 _~ “gg al - % m 7 c , = ts r 4 . Hy sm : yy . - 4 ~ 5 ip . ” 4 . yt gs and space for svoring lumber, On the first flocr was a4 

q 4 sre * 74 2 ree “ ¢ “4 Phe “4 . > an eo ’ drewinme roon, work bench room, lethe and a recitation 

« f % 4 = on. - ~~ oy “ ’ By soe a dA aa j a - seo ~. - 1 *. ty, - ae gre we a " oe, , rodin, this extensive anount of equipment bes «always been 

no ettrscetion to the bov amo ranyv bate rereatyved ean di 
Fadl E a Caw LOu3 A lslis OO % S s SMsiQ fhe ris Ligy So GCeLVGa Gei.u- 

5 . ie te « , Soa sas elope en ss - “ dee Hy te ° f 4 “3 3 : ape 4 , eble Brainins under capable instructors. In 1941 exten- 

a - oe + % so re wy * My, , 207 s 13 a :. “ *% + Mea 4. * oy gts ra pr gm gt. ‘ sive elteretions were wade, retaining the necessery 

ps : “ ea or roan -* +. SA 5 aa oe + ry he 7: £2 Ff 4. } ok Oe % “3 of 5 a0 3 % “ey os » fesetures of the whole department, but repiecing the ma- 

: iy foes eve ag Sd 4. . rus we AD z “VAY 2. Tr ad d 2 4- aos ’ yal ye L 4 “~ a, % , 

CHibery With Mew Gyguamnent. AM S@OQLULON, WOYn Lh SL166~ 

su tyes 4 ¢ 4 t x ato ca a so ee - P foe 5 ps fe i. fas g” i. z. 7 2 Fog 5 " * » s = 2 an a el FA “a, 

LUTiCLby, Weleaing, and anecumime val have been auded. ile 

by, ee ag ee ck £25 : - a , 4 Roe rt wal a ep or ¢- eon oy Ot ye TE: OS “Bt re pe 

Sniortare OL SALLLGG WOrsuen in tne present wer @igore 

gee “ os ray rye gO Pe + e ra “ os ¢ u . cae RY A eS oe ee: 5 ye cK “ + 5 , aR me 7s 4 4 - Qe . Bonoy HS Sktaenacead Ne Shou LDrSinins to the Senior <1 ris 

ate ng BH a ae ITER oy ge . a a hh an’ : a by on, me 4h ae 2. 
in nigh scnosl. Whey too will be able to wake an eifective 

contribution to the war effort. . 

TPR As pt Fae os + ‘ 4 eo f : Se T” -, . <a VW mF ' 3 ’ & a ; Phe "domestic erts" part of ir. Webster's will has 

ae cp gm or peo ose Dp rey Oe od es ey foes rey at tt 4 ° 74+ 4 4 ty ey ae re es a 

mot bsen nevlectsa, VORbeEmOOrsry With tos manuel arts 

Yn Ye 4 % fe i woe om ~ oh Ry © hy , 4 fa fa fa be = " 43 iC “ey a 5 : offerings have reen those in domestic eclence. Praining 

s 4 3 é $ Foal 3 ee ~ _ 2 - . 4 pte oy, ce tye gy ao . ew el ie ; a “t a ot Ye ; in this field bexeb in isurtn grade end extended through | 

* . as 4 lt 2 rt ee, db, 5 Cli: 4 sm — . 

the twelfth gerade, Up to the elignth gsrede the work was 

an & te cy "s ‘ ~ : . aed . } = ‘ 3 mn 4 ‘"s * 3 pais po Ys my . compulsory, and in the hieh scnool for the most pert of 

sh 5 - es , iTV merry of 7 a aa ‘ sley t * } it has been elective. The second fioor of the Wetster build- 

ing has 1 each for sew hou sing, kitel ing has @ room esch for sewing, howe nursing, kitchen,
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dining room,and bed room, as well as an art room. Any 7 

girl whd completed the full high school course was firmly 

grounded in the art o7 homemaking. The equipment has been 

changed to keep pace with the improved types of available 

implements uged in modern homes. In the Kitchen, for ex- 

ample, electric hot plates replaced the €2S plates in 

1928, Then in 1940 the kitchen was renodéelled to provide 

electric ranges, Sinks and tables in units to resemble 

nodel xitehens. dust es sirlis received treining in man- 

usd orbs, #0 nave “roups oF boys teken unites at cooking 

Ln douestic sedsnce. : | | 

amotaer pocational subject was added to the course of 

study shortly after bhese just Aeseribed., ins state 

whien hes won renown in the dairy industry one would or- 

Ginarily expect to find instruction in sericulture en 

intesral part of tae school curriculum for a lone time. 

However, it Bas only been Gupine the past forty years 

opet suphesis bas been piaced on aerpicubture in the 

senools. State Superintendent L. Db. Naervey made a study 

of the tescning of egriculbture, domestie sclence enc man- 

uul training, and tnei recommended counts achools for in- 

struction in these subjects. thas was in 1899, end in 

190L tie stave lesisiaiure subhorized wne establishasnt 

af such sehools. In 1905 it becasue one of the required



subjects to be taught in the rural schools.) | 

The people in Winnebago County, being actively en~ 

gazed in the Gairy industry, became actively interested 

in the offer of the legislature to provide aid for coun- 

ty agriculture. schools. Definite proposals for erecting 

such a school were advanced by the Webster Manual Train- 

ing School Boerd. They offered a site on the south side 

of the building which they had just caused to be built 

under ths Webster will, along with seat and water facil- 

ities. As they had funds to buy equipment for such yo-= 

cational training they offered to furnish a chemistry | 

laboretory, creamery equipment end any other materials 

to fully prepare the bullding for ig intended use. On~ 

position tos this proposal Geveloped at Winneconne and 

the sorthern part of the county. These people felt that 

bhe Ouro sGnools wouid develop at the expense of the | 

one at Winneconne. In the strugsle for tne location of 

this school in the county board, winnsconne was success- 

ful. | 

"Ths County School of Agriculture was esteblish- 
ed in winnebero County in 1907. sarily in Jsenuary, 
fon, 3. R. Hicks had addressed tne county board on 
the subject, and the committee appointed to report 
on the school made a fsvorable report in march, The 

| offer of Winneconne of $6,000 and site was accepted 
and immediate arransenents made to found the school, 

| the building costing $40,000,"° | 

sacrenneeima nto ein~_men natn ene rena re a nnn ei ont ma eae ee 

1. Patzer, Op. Cit., p. 71. 

2. Lawson, Op. Cit., p. 190. | |



But Cure was not’ to be denied. Under the guidance 

of Mr. H. E. Patch, County Superintendent of Senools, ine 

quiry was made to the State Department of Education rela- 

tive to establishing en agriculturel course in the Qmro 

High School. ‘The Department's favorable attitude towards 

the enterprise is indicated in Mr. Terry's reply:t 

C.P,. Cary State of Wisconsin 

DUDE. Department of Pubiic Instrustion 
| Medison, Wise. March 14, 1910 

lr, HEH. B. Patch | , 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

tiy Dear tir, Paton: | 

Supt. Cary has handed me your letter of March 3 

in resera@ to tae establishment of en aericulture 
Course in Onro. 

| lexvrss with you heartily in the idea that 
there is an excellent plese to establish such 4 
Gourse and I shell be glad to do anything 2 possi 

bly can to be of assistance. 

I tutend to visit Winneconne esrly arter the 

apring vacation, or 1 coula come sooner if 1 could 
be of SY USG. , 

€¢.¢@ 

I gincerely Ropes that there will be such a 
course established st Onro. 

| Sincerely yours, 
0 He L. Terry 

| High Sehool inspector 

Bo came to Omro in a few weets:and presented the 

proposition to tne members of tue community at a meeting 

1. Copy of the original letter which is framed and hangs 

in the Aericulture Room at the Omro yeh Sehool.
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in the high school. The addition of this gubject was 

 guthorized at the ennuél meeting that summer, and the 

first class of 10 begen under the guidance of hr, M. W,. 

 -Vittum, prigacipal that fall. The department has grown 

in size end usePuiness to bhe coriunt ty Sver the suc~ | 

‘ceeding years. ‘this is attested to by the fact that more 

and more of the taras in the community are being managed 

ena operated successfully be eraauates of the depart- | 

meant. <tisure Ll on pase 68 gives a brief review of the 

instructors snd totel numbers of scholars snrolled over 

tha sasuing years, | | | 

When Federel aid in the Porm of the Smith-Hughes 

_ law weg mede gvellatia bhroveh the state's suthorizing 

ogual srants, Cure waS one of thea sehools which queli- 

fied. tua. L, Hi. Sasman was the instructor when this 

pian vas agopted., Under sucecedins Federal aids the next 

instructor, mr. RK, 2. Locke, has conducted many sdult 

Gl8SSES, boUn in the a rieulture room eid an surround- 

ing rural schools. In addition to tne a7ricuiture room 

in the Wetster building, Classes in tnat department have 

access to the cther shons in the ouilding, and a shop of 

their own in the highschool building. This department 

LG bhe most efiective to the boys who sttend school, 

and return to the ferms to be the producers of the staff 

of life with = rich sOlden spreed to oot on it. ©
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For the wise execution of any course of study, the 

- émi 2 Ee oer ve nat oe wa) SY) GAY! Os alae = + mame dh] ront ° 

 eaministratvor and teucners are tne responsible agents, 

One of the major problems in every conmunity whers thers . e? z wf . J 

: 5 2 bs ee ps +. - — . ve om rt et Gre senools is the choice of the teacher. For those _ 

cnarged with this responsibility the matter of teacher 

 preperecion is and rightfully should be one of the sea. © 

: 4 | tay ° . “ 3 a Jor concerns to keep educetional standards high. 

Ouro's First experience in the fisld of teacher 

training Tailed to yield the unitcipated results. When 

x ™ 7 _ om v ~~ ot oe ' Too + Fer 3 Mee a , * “a “ j be 4 i: the Gourd of Regents for hormal Schools was authorized 

in 19661 to receive sums of money and lend sites suit- 

able for tne erection of normal schools, the villege au- 

bhorities Gecame interested und took action sa Pollowa:@ 

"Minutes of a Speciel Meeting of the Villere 
TA nm Ye ies: ST as ie! i s ch soerd nelad in Frank's Hall, April 24, i866. 

President in the cheir. Members all present put 
D. Darrow. motioned and seconded, and carried that 
eb Me, “4 ye * . og oan “aye ye f 1. SA Ff ye, - bie Gorporation raise by tex 310,900 to gid in the 
construction of a Norsial School Evilding, should the 
senool be located in Cmrsa.” 

| Ag Journed. | 
He &. Heals 

| Villace Clerk 

Other ecmaunities in the state realized the value | 

1. Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 115, 1l&66. . 
~= oe + on TT me a '3 > ra) f ? . a i % . 2e Viliase of Curo, Record Book, 1857-1873. No Publisher 

(Manuscript). April 24, 1866.” A bound volume manuscript 
” 7 -* . z - ~ = Fe pn Yo oS TN 4 a t4 * ' a . record of tne Village of Cmro kept by the Villace Clerk.



« : 4 en ¥ s s z ony he 4 $ i £ and prestige of havine such a state institution within | 

on 4 ray ; bh 7 AAs 4 : se 4 n sy clttitse their community, and the bidding end political maneuver- 

a : 1 wa 4 e . _ 2 t . me : — > 3 Sf 2 * 

ing wes rather spirited. VUtrer nearby cities interested 

ek fe + * ” ™, + tA 4 ag: * &. 5 5 ‘aft -™ 4 ’ ~ With their respeative bids were: Serlin tairty thousand 

4 $ ss ~~ » 4 ae 3 : p = + ‘ dollars, Weupun twelve thousand, Fond du Lac thirty | 

ae a . 2 + » - ben + oe = ~ Ww — . ‘ 7 ™ ei 

thousand, Oshkosh thirty thousenda, and iNeerieah and mena 

, s 3 a > 3 . i vt 2 3 - we 4 7 gq we Ley gy of cs myst 
sha thirty thousend dollars.i Tradition has it thet Cmro 

* $4 Ley 2 oY - Spey es “ ’ 
lost to its nesrby rival Oshkosh by only a few votes. 

Ne a € os . % 2 . rs é L: ~ * = <y my ; t.. , JZ ‘ Ys * r | = 

wr, Patwer lists the bid of Ciro @8 being "530,900 ana a 

: ~ 'f ra. 2 Saft <3 “NYS OR OY 5 A cares oe G a t ‘ ¥ 4 V& " Ly Pry on 6 site. 266 Gitlerence ihn e@emount as orig inesily voted by 

~~ i : om et a . > r 3 ‘* oe 63 F “ry - eh . Fs ” : € 4 sr, + the board and E.r. ratzer's statement may be explained in 

“ te, * 2 . 7. - ey ~~ 4A. er + fee gt ~¢ oth, + |e gs a Ln gee z er o Se a | the spirited contest by tne delegates to secure the 

z. . oe ot 8 ee So. ate Nye ten ee by fakes wae es Sum de ken . 
scnool, end @iso in tne lensuasge which appears in the 

a . ; 2 
ViLIGe@ HCara minutes eter Chev stauner.* 

tS may be os 4t Mer fat OMe bh me ~ + 4 4 Ty eoyen. OT wee "Minutes of opécial Meeting of Village. Board 
Me To «wk ha, “ ie ~ afte a cr oe goo H6Eld st the clerk's office duly Lé, 1lfoo., 

VS eye b + Ye ob 2 + 3 Whe i or de. ce * “SA aes Se re . Members of the board, all present. 
. ALtes considering the accounts presented for 

. ay 4 + - r me 7 an ae ME te Oe “ a a oo ry ng 8 A ae RY Se ee ‘ =m ar 

| aelraying tue expense of Sending Sormal Sehool 
Je loam th am: $ woe eile sete ft tes +3 a7 43 wo 
Gelesetes La iiilweures, aug of taking the vlLilarce 

~ © ee - ve ae “ye % fogty 7 ee ton + 2 " +t .™ é 4 < . fy ws # % > census for horkel Scnosl purposes, it was ressived 
Pre ea Tan pA ha Soups a AF tan fy n vty ¥ . of tHaS whe Bosre 2aG MO Jurisdiction in the rather, 

2 “3 . 

Adjourned. . | 
+r “4 om, ‘ 

| He. &. Beals ‘ | 
| Villers Clerk | 

re} . # "i ow oh. ~ é 4 - el 4 + o~ i ae ms F $ ~ + 7 of? ye + z the mext attemunt bo secure teacher training facili- 

“ , ao A et ‘ s " 4 ma Pais | Bas MA f i ties for the community vroved more successful. Hr. W. ey 

: a7 %, ag rad varie 2 - net ff . } . : 4 Hurlbut of Ctro, while a member of the State Legislature 

. . oe ne ss a me pa en i PA OT SITTIN A NN LTO DATA: OOP agate NRT EIN A. r " ” i <aaenaeeenae: seeeecemmenpaniet 

% : om ~~ . 4 sx; CU 

Le Patazer, Up. Cit., pp. 145-146. 

tt men ge “ ’ ff fv 4 ° ar 2. Villase of Omro, Op. Cit., July 18, 1866. |
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in 1913, initieteca and successfully steered through thet 

body an act authorizing the establishnent of a department 

for the training of teachers in nigh schools in counties 

where county training sechools were not esteblished.1 The 

State also was to grant finsnciel aid to such schools, 

While returning from swzdison vis Oshxosh mr. Surl- 

bub met iiss sligzabeta n1ng on the intsrurtan car and 

informed her that snes would be the instructor of teacher 

‘raining in Cmro that Yell, as sus school hoard fof 

which He also was a wember) VAS in Tavor of establishing 

the course. on Guiro beécema one of the Pirst or twenty- 

nice high schools in Wisconsin to ofVor teacher treine 

ing, sf this new course was oonsidered vonational in its 

neabvure, spece was proviced in the webster building in 

Whav is haw room K. hater it was moved ecross thre hall 

into larger querters. | | 

This course wes given in comnection with the fourth 

yeer of the resulaer high school COUTSE., AMONE tae sub- 

fects offered were: Senior Professional aneglish, Penman- 

ship, Psychology, School Hanagement, Course oF Otucy, 

Rural sconomies, ‘and rrofessional methods in Keading, | 

Geography, History, Arthustic, ond Sleuentary subidects. 

Children {rom the eraces were used in the practice class- 

ss. During the mineteen twenties ae the eraduel develop~ 

ee ete een aneerenenanensnenremenecnetett 

1, Wisconsin Statutes, Chapter 474, 1013,
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ment in the methods of teacher training improved, a 

change was HaAce in tuese high school treining courses. | 

Four years of hign school treining becsme s requirement 

before entering teacher training courses. ‘The stetewide 

movenuent to reduce the mumuber of teecher training insti- 

tutions, and to raise tne stenderds of rural teachers 

by meving tnem receive two vears of training began with 

the cutting ovr of stete eid to those treinins schools 

located in high schools in = county where other stete 

institutions o: tescher treinine were bocated. Without 

tiis state aic the iscal school poxrd Pelt that the - 

expense of weintaining this department was too pro-~ 

hibitive. So et the arnusl meeting of 192g the depart- 

renb was abolisred. Mow the ne Joriiy oY tne sbtuéants 

‘interested in becomins teachers attend the nearby County 

Normel at Berlin or the State Teacher's College at Osh- 

Fisure t.o On pese seventy-turee snows tne number 

of sraduates iron the teecner reining oepartment aur- 

ing the 1ifteen years 1t was in operetion, 

music is »« subject which vas a part of the school © 

before it was Toruslly introduced in the course of study. 

That is, school cegas in the motning with the opening exer- 

cises which ususlly consisted of the reading of 8 portion 

of the Bible and e hymn or song. Music instruction was by 

rote, and was rather limited in scope. Occasionally in
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| Figure 2. Graduates from the Teecker Training 

Deparcment, Ouro, 1914-1929, 

the community some gifted individual would oondauct a 

ginging school for edults in the evening. Hr. George 

Drew, George Braddish and Dr. I. H. Sheerar were leaders 

of suck schools in Gmro which often numbered over = hun- 

dred scholers. After s winter of study and rehearsals a 

concert would be given. To be sure that the students re- 

ceived proper instruction early in life Dr. Sheerar often 

stopped in the morning on the: wey to nis office and ¢con-



7 

dusted the orening music. It was about 1570 that an or- 

gan was: purchaged %9 be usea during this seriod. 

: The interest in music which was populsrized by | 

| World Wer I and the veriod of vrosperity which followed 

resulted in the widespread sractice of music instructors 

and supervisors in sehools. In 1929 Omro had en instruc- 

tor devote part time to bend and glee glub in high school, 

and sinee 1935 bas nad a full time instructor for the 

upper eredes and bigh school. Music appreciation is also 

- @evelooed by the use of radios which were acauired in 

L930, These alone with 8 balloptican and sound movie 

projector are a part of the anuipuent provided as teach- 

ing aids for both vocstionel ee well es egedenic GUD facts. 

The course of stucy for the present veer given on 

the tollowine page reflents the extensive offerings of 

the school at the present tlie, oSoixteen units of one 

year per-unit are required Yor erequation, inecludins 

two units ssch of science snd xathematics, three units 

of bnglish, and Pour units of social studiss. The in- 

pact of the present war has caused a radicsl change 

during the second seinester. All junior end senior boys 

@re recuired to heve one hour per dsy each of ceneral 

shop, machines (consisting of that norticn of noivsics 

| dealing with principles} and physieal educetion. Girls



, Course of Study 
a ie } 3 | 19L2-h 3 

Required Hlective | ee 
| First Year 

; — * : * , dee ye ee 

English Agriculture | 
: e . 1. S FT we ore | “ , 

Citizensnip Home Economics 
fr ee aed 4 ~ . cry General Science Generel Shon 

. reer wy St ca - . 

|  Physicel sducation Algebre — 
, ‘ , > Ty * . TS. ‘ : : | Library Lectures Rand 

Us , 
. wil rus 

os was Pos, 
Second Year 

if : < hm . ae « a ode ~ , 

inglish Agriculture Pand 
t é 4 LF 4 cee ey m3 re ae fy ¥* ryt 4 } oS Ye ’ ” } world Mistoryv Home fweonomics Chorus 
Meapaale Be wb my, me a de mm 4 Favsicel sducation ceneral Shop Pyping 

‘ % 4 tr 2 : Algebra Biology 
. cry. + 3 7 . | faird Year 

ae 14 * SL amy Et ‘ 3 238 Sree: = ‘ english Aericulture band 
fre awit ane Ry. ein TWA ony at ae wha) American ijstory Home oconomics Chorus 

. mt ay ¥ Taran Sos General Shop lyping 
: an Tn “4 C3 . , 

Algetra shorthand 
nt - ‘ee oe + ” : 
(FOOiwe or Vv 

| Hooxkeeping 
Ties £ . TV tn a § in ays 

| FuVSics or Chemistry 

. eo ae De "ee? 

| | Fourth Yeer | 
- Co, + 48 — a on pe ~« aw | © bes gts 7 i 

 S8eclel Frrobleus Ay oF the ebove ¢lec- 
| tives, 

TTD ee * ek 
iaezlish 

“s 14 Toe kb -,  § “ 
General Mathematics 
Advanced aAlzetra 

° , Mitac 4 ram ev eg he ow Lrigonome try 
, s Sw re a ee 3 “ ae be, 1 2 . be Bee, 2, vgn os ae 4 

Latin is omitted for the first tims in many yeers due to 
| no demend. 

3 5 yao rt sb mah at Me ee ot : + sei 4 feet ts 5 Sere have invaded the shop courses, 9 redio code cless wae 

introaucec, and the emphesis cn shop, science and vath- ae th a | Te dk fe Lh Wo dbs pL LCE win RA Be 3 A hie fe} udMa Ad & 

emsbtics coursss hes pean airected towerd pre-induction 
CA 4 ha 24 bd aS AD Legs wo 2. Ske et VN Wet PR OY Ge r : b wo ia ic L Of 

“ sr - , - ay % " 3 . = Ms ot 4 a i 5 . * . er € , . prepsretion. ‘he enrollment hes ceaclined approximately 

2 op mgt ee —— - a4 f c* oy es ys “a4 L wer —— vitteen per cent since Sevtember, cue to the bovs en- 

ae 4 aygY 4- Py ey Weep fe at 5 , 2 clay itt ? ; * os 2 os oe ye rs pts téring the sricad services, industry oar stayins homes on 

3 (3 % re PES % 2 ‘ ‘ ‘ TES 
: the ferm full tine. |
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) Another phase of the school program which does rot 

no ; ~n * _ .. a a yng ~ , =) -~ Tee 2 . » ~ _ . 

@ppear in tie Porieal course of study is the so called 

7 ~ ©: 4 £ ee . : 4 S 5 a ea Ye ’ aq ( 7 wy , | extra-curricular ectivities such ss speech, sthletics, 

= : . i. : 5 ‘ we 4 ™ “res . + 4. ; agramatles, senool paper and clubs of various types. Ex- 

oy be ° a -; 2 ye 2 : “3 “3 ee rs ens t  eept for ocecasional oratory end declemetion contests 

with nearby schools, this type of speech work has never 

4 ~~, 4 y %eE_ ED, * oy * ~ + +. 2 ‘ %-, » * af ‘ r * —- “ey 2 ‘ % m been very popular in this scnool. «a brisf reriod of de- 

5 OF un em. be one wd ys a s. "(,0 Lf - : # = wear. : on, 
baving vas atbenpted in 1925 to 1927 but was dropped 

OSCevuse Lnhis type oF, treirine envlid he sive Within the OSCRUSS TiS oYpe OL tPelinine CoOuLiG ve FLVeEN WLOtURin the 7 Nw #8 

fog pew: 2 rs *, . © i. « 

courses in school itself. 

F Tine 7 Say 3s = o vy — Qf Cg Ney s a a a . - " ne 

iv. i, W., Rood organized @ Literary society when he 

* . wpe y en om, FF wists 4 .r y 7 i tm : wg : 4€ . Vb. y « WAS principal which continued for many years after he 

left. 8 select troun cf older students net es an orgeane 

, ‘ art ; ar en oe ae S osal, $, gry + 1 “ee 4 Om , nd : y+. & . om ; 1Zéa society one nieut a week st school under his supere 

rj eiarn Ts at fjie2c atipe af tng nbanaeditnaag ‘en yet “A110 Para 
V fat 4, bak @ ASRS OP LL SD £3 mee LG a erre he 8G a wis OR TS LD aL we a $ V EI a ke LED od Oris 

ey 3 + t - we ot ¥ = ~~ ot a5 E “es * 4 os =~ 4. + ‘A - * ; of sppech work were precticéa and nerfedted. An apprecie 

¥ a orf " 7, 4 Veer ae “ , be J eee. 8 a re ot “AER PELE Ation Tor Pine litereture wes oultiveted end has remein- 

med yt Sw ope ng oe di b| *s thy + coke me ed pe od a we & £ 2, 
ed an interral part of those who atvended its meetines. 

x .- dee eg ges an £4 ~ ee as 3 Py ke ee ay ae ve te HTT tN eee . . “ot 

About the turn of the present century s period of 

2 on he an mye nls es s ee $ = * +5 ma £ . ae __ a ” 
intersenolustica campetiticn in sthletics began, Many 

veer (ft . me ek ok ie a eel en mR treed e Vee pees boys in sehbsol st that tine were really physicelly ne- 

ea TTPNTVES Peo ch Py tas > F SA? | > mt 7) yr +* t h re $n. 4* Bore at 

tured YOURS Men, 1nere were ebougi Ol unéeii to orm roote 

a. ay ts “* . 4 2 oe fon Fee we 23 t : fb ame = tit ' bell and baseball teaus which were more than a uatch for 

' . | - oS “ > as a . s . . ” ty ~~ } 

the teaus from surrounding high schools and the Gshkosh 

+ . ~ sph. 1 , en gh op ae / : * 4 de. Normel School. the football teen of 1908, for instence, 

~ 4 / 
. —, > "ent < wo - “ . defeated Waupun and Berlin twice, Neenalh once, and lost
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only to Ripon. Thomas Coats of the class of ninetéen a 

hundred #né one was the spearhead of end outstanding 

baseball teen. He advanced to professional circles un- 

bil Connis Hwok tendered him & eontraét with the Phila- 

delpnia Athletics. His career was brought to an untinely 

end in a nuntine accident before it resohed its zenith. 

~Footbell was dropped tor a period of yerrs, tut was re- 

vived in 1629, end has continued until the present year. 

fhe record of games for this period saows forty-five 

victories, owenty-five aceteacts, eid five ties. When the 

Webster building was completed, the upper story was fin- 

ished as a gymnasium. Besketball toor the place of foote 

bell, aud nas continued to ve layed by both the boxs 

end sirls. ihe use of tie Legion Uali and the areotion 

of the rreseat syunsslum has been described in Chanter IV. 

Dramatics has been Limited to oecasional pageants, 

clesas vlevs and operattas. Becinning in 191h ttre Winnee 

barge Chiei," a printed paper was issued quarteriy by tne 

stucents. Enthosiessm end funds waned, ana the paper was 

discontinued aiter the wear. If 1928, under the supervi- 

sion of tne writer, « rimeogrerned paper was started | 

celled The heview. The next year, under tie guidance of. 

tise Marien Dohner, its neme was chaneed to the Nuntius, 

gcd hes been issued regularly ever since. A miweographed 

reviev of the vear's activities is issued in lieu of a 

school annual.
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' . a e a , | 
Of all the verisus clubs sponsored under faculty 

; - . fe * , we de + ct ae on ” <> * Pe tee $ %y . 4 

supervision, the future Farmers of Amovica has been the 

ral tt a7 aoe 7 ~~ e a * am ¢< ms 4 : ra ~* . ’ % . * . rag , - 3” “ , ‘ie, , 

most successful and bas echieved the sreatest renown 

gen at tomy hy RAE ge, 4 “han yette 3 ro . te ay ovt ' ee, - Sm, an. 4 eb oge: ~ > 

and permanenes. Jven before tne chapter was organized, 

Be04 3 , er . 3 nee, ~~ ° . & = bd e yas ce ¥ a “» * . + gb : 

tudcing and demonstration tsanms Prom the aericuitural ©. 

- be aa 4 a » ae en * a eps - owe ep he 8 a wm fe Fal 

derartment ned wom honors in state competition at hedi- 

me oe 4 4 Cf 4 ~ é ‘PP is 4 the ee 3 at gy 2 gk ot 23 4 a “yo ry 3 * ; " 

Son Gfd cofle .T& v 282 PaERIS av iat iwa akee ° ef&ieae Troi & hy per 

cen bh teeta nti - an, te de sri toone re ee vee 3 Sane ny - 

Sonsl satisfaction ettending tiese winnings, they repre- 

Ck te IT ANS Hrs *<° TPL Mea 3 Tt 1 fener ne 7 t ms tj r h 
SGHLSG Cns Pie OL SUccess LU VGScnlne ° in no Lie ias 

sth oe STO 4 Nga o: cary 5 ~ = ¥ ow eR ys tn ‘ 
the emppasis been on winning teams, but rether, that all 

es % ‘ * pe y or “Pe ee TF me biome min tae . 

the boys in the classes should receive aqueal teeaning, 

. e be e 2 > . . ot ge a. Lhe Ay ~~ oo: | ay mt sy : a 

end the fudgins efforts neve oeen & Seoonarry consider- 

: 4 7 oo kt ll eet Tf esta t ee eee ps es ~ 

ation. <A few of the Righilischts over the years ere among 

e & ? 4 eee a me s , . 

the rollowine ratinss: 

nN os a, he an om i . git : > + - ™ -~ ~~ om : 4 ~ 4 € vt, + Se, 

1928 State Chsmpion vorn Jdudeing teem 
o- a ae Fay my Sate 7 os » < ry VT rae ‘ 4 * kT er YF "" be -%, 4 my <, oe 

1925 State Cnsmpion Froultry Beucnstretion Lean, 
hate Kes 
a oo oG i a 2 r 

= , U3 Fe me he fou. uf . ™, rn i . ® . TOF es 4 wt be ok eo 

1927 Firet Soil Demenstration Teem, state Fair 
4 

— yy ve aw ™ : ~_& PUN . -. 

1230 06©Future Fertmer vharter | 
Lo * ‘.. mya 5 UE et in 7, Cai cede PE oe omy ayy 

1932 State Champion Livestock duarine Vesm 
" cr a ~ ‘ z ”. ty Pa; 7 a : 7 4 “Ta pte ee PY , ct é 5 a 4 a 

i$32 National Gneep dudging Team, ot. Louis 
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oe TABLE VI | 

PINANCIAL STATEMENT 1943-1944. | 

EM 7 Pl ee, BR ty oo path. ag sin a. Nine Ei CEES Cie Fam es Statement 
im, . ug 

- $chool Bistrict No. 5, Village of Omro 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30,1943 

A. EXPENSES OF GENERAL CONTROL 

“School census and school elections... eed 79.64 
woalaries of Board! MeMbeLS ...ccececcsssssscscecssesessessesseaes 190.60 
Other expenses of Board, travel, ete. wi... ccsssssssoeseees 27.55 
Other expenses of Control including interest on 

short term loans sen elonceinenceneaneesnesenecanenareqeenceateress 558.52 

Total v..ccecccscsssrccccccccsssssesescseescesserscceenere $ 855.71 

D. EXPENSES OF INSTRUCTION 

- Clerks’ salaries in principal’s officeé......c..icceeeeseeeaeeee 537.70 | 
Supplies and other expenses of principals’ office...... 53.74 
iden teachers’ SalarieS ........csssececsssesssestecsseesssecccsseeeeee 14,269.12 
Women teachers’ Salaries oo... essssesssstecccsseseteveereeee 14,774.17 
SCHOO] SUPPLIES ooo... essecsseeereeteessteesrecctteesteceessseess 8,636.16 
Magazines for School library .......ccccccccccccccscssessnseceessecs 44,29 
Supplies and expense for library ........ccccccsscccessceceeees 42.55 
Diplomas and other commencement expense ............ 52.50 
Evening and summer session © Adult Classes...... 622.15 

Total sccccssssspsssecsccessssssessessssssssesseeeecccce $34,032.38 

| E. OPERATION OF SCHOOL PLANT 

Janitors’ and engineers’ SalarieS ol eeeeeseseeeeeee 1,737.45 
SUPP]ICS ies esssssessesecscesesseeeeeeesssssccceseceeecessensscescceesesceesers 774.88 
FUCL] ccsssseecessecsessessocsaeesessssesseessenesssesessessestssseetsseseesaeseeneeeeeee 1,501.12 
Power and Light ..cteceseeseeseceesseettestessesseeeeee 1,263.80 

Total oc cecccessesseeeessceceeeceesceccesereesereees | $ 5,276.70 

- FL MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL PLANT 

Repair of buildings and upkeep of ground................. 88.25 | 
Repair and replacement of service systems .............. 750.45 
Repair and replacement of furniture and general | 

CQUIPMENE ois. cesssseseseereeessssessstsrsssesteesersseestseeee 189.00 | .
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ment and ¢rriche@ course of Btudy is worth the money ex~ 

pended. Furthermore, whereas one hundred per cent of the 

1855 budget wes raised ky locel taxation, only bhirty- 

five and seven-tenths per eent of tus present yeer's | 

— budget nad to be raised in this wANNET. . 

| = at no tine was the problem of meetin these finen- 

cial requirements un eesy task, Opposition always was 

- strong when eny apprectable increase was oroposed.. But. 

the Viston or the ploneer has become gq reslity. Nay the 

schSols.be en everlasting nmemoriel to the people in the 

COuLUnLGy who nad the feith and COuUrese to keep them in 

‘ oparation, an



CHAPTER VI Oo 

| | Pee ADMINISTRATORS 7 

| Tre sien and wonen among the pioneers who becane 

Leachers were truly torehbsarsrs. VUhsirs yas the noble 

apvortunity to nary the feeble Plame of knowledge une 

bil stronser nanos coule nourish ituto a flanines boa 

2OMe AS WAS OFtEN the sass, Sue woman eathercd tne 

children af the neighborliooa and bean & S¢RO001 aS scon 

ss the first los cabin homes vere erected. to their 

multitudinous tasks the wousn séasd the vital one of 

teaching. Pheir ohildren were not to be d¢gprived ol the 

ooportunity to know how to reed end write {uSt bucsuse 

whey were being regred it a ploneer settieient. 

The nen who were teachers occupied e favored posi- 

tion in tne community alons with other proressional or 

business sen. This wss rnerticularly true it me could 

geteh the other men in the physical activities of com- 

munity life. Eis wee & poiden opportunity to mould the 

character od the children of the comins generation. In 

the main, Onro has been fortunate in the choice of the 

men who guided the destinies of its schools over nearly 

a century of operation. | | 

Littie is known about the instructors during the 

first ten or twelve years of schools in Onmro, exsept
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perience as « teacher and county superintendent of 

schools hes enabled hin to heve a perspective of the 

whole sehool pattern from kindergerten through high 

school. He has skillfully euided the school financial 

affairs through prosperity and depression, The demends 

of two world wars have found him making the necessary 

| edjustuents in school manavement withra minimum loss in 

efficiency. He hes a Wise understanding of. humen nature, 

and is able to give e bit of advice in eae telline, effec- 

tive canner, At e testinonial dinner for twenty-five 

years as principe] neld in 1940 meny alumni vaid tribute 

to nis leadership and service not only to their indi- 

yiduel lives, but to the etiaivs of Khe Goumunity aS 

Well. | : 

apace docs not Ppemalt Cisaussiée of each prinsi- 

pal. ‘This has aot been ¢ purpose Pul oversiaht, Tt is 

possible thet e man who serves but one years spoke « 

word of advice to 4 3tudent whieh was the turning point 

in thet indiviauelts life. Such is the resvonsibility 

as well 6s the golden opportunity for all who would bé 

@ teacher or an sduinistrator,
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| | TABLES Vil 

PRINCIPALS OF OMRO SCHOOLS | 

- | Red Brick : 

Mr. H. Reymond 1856-1857 
| Mr. D. P. Dean 1857-1859 

Me. Purnot 1859-1860 
Mr. Samuel Shaw 1860-1867 © 
Mr. tdwards and 
lr. J. E. Munger 1€67-186& 

‘Mr. Orville T. Bright 1868~1LE79 | 
: | Mr. Charles MeStay LE70—1éE71 

| Mr. bi. Reed | 1871-1872 
| Mr. Lewis Funk | 1872-1873 

Mr. W. Williams 1873-1875 
| Mr. QO. A. Perks 1275-1876 

| | Mr. C. H. Lewis 1876-1678 © 
Mr. A. A. Spencer 1878-1879 
Mr. H. W. Rood LE79-1E82 
lir., J. B. Babcock LE8O-1865 © 
Mir. F. Tucker LESE-1892 
Mr. FO. Hiller LEG2-1E93 

| | Present High School | | 

| liv. A. H. Kreiling 1693-1894 
| | Mr. H. 8. Sheldon 1894-1908 

| Me. Me. W. Vittum 1906-1911 
Mr. C. H, Eldred iGil-1913 

a Mr. C. 0, Marsh | 1913-2915 | 
- Mr. H. 8B. Patch 1915-



PASSING THE TORCH © | 

| The first schools, scholars, and teachers of Omro 

are but a memory. Yet from the records there emerges 

the picture of hundreds of students going forth in all 

stations of life to the four corners of our great coun- 

try. Some heve accumulated wealth and achieved renown. 

Amorgs these who have been mentioned at one tine or an- 

other in Who's Who in America are Mr, Clarence J. Hicks, 

in the field of industrial relations, Dr. Frederick : 

Tice, euinent in the field of medicine, and Mr. Charles | 

Roseerang (Ross Crane), artist and chautauqua lecturer. 

Many others have lived a life of service to society 

wh3rever they chose to serve, All voice their eppre- | 

ciation to Bhe community whieh has always made it possi- | 

ble to receive bhe necessary training in the funda-= 

mentals. a | | | 

| These schools at all times have been kept ade- | 

quately equipped with the eseential apparatus, machinery, 

and books. Men and women of noble character have been 

| charged with the responsibility of wisely guiding tke 

students in the use of these tools to become members of 

a deuocratic society. During the past century these 

instructors have cénsistently endeavored to develop the 

latent talents in each student.
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icday, the graduates are confronted with the chal- 

“lenging. demands of a world conflict. ‘The freedoms which 

_ they have been taught to cherish are in danger. Tine 

will reveal the extent to which these idéals will be 

“preserved. oe 

Lhe Omro schools have been but one unit in s lar- 

ger pattern of state educational endeavor. Sometimes 

Ouro was one of the first to use an innovation, at other 

tines it has waited until the worth of proposed changes 

have become apparent. Throughdut, one ideal-has been 

raranount, the lemp of knowledge must be kept burning. 

Men will be free if they are strong; they-will be strong 

if they are free. Free schools are an instrument to 

perpetuate this ideal, May the people of the community 

continue to take pride and have faith in this instrument 

of enlightaent;--~ the Sehools ofr Omro.
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APPENDIX 

, ‘PERSONS INTERVIEWED ABOUT OMRG ~ 

SCHOOLS AND ADMINISTRATORS a 

Mr. Emerson Bronson | 
| Mr. W. P. Bussey | 

Mrs. M. Ford: 
Mr. Lewis Gadbaw 

| Mrs. Lewis Gadbaw 

Mir. fdward Herris . 
Miss Elizabeth King 
Miss Josephine King 
fir. R. B. Locke | 
Mrs. M. Marsh 

| Mrs. Minnie Trelevan Morton 
bir. He. B. Pateh 
Miss J. Sargeant | 
Miss B. Shafer | | 

: Mr. Frank Sheerar | | : 
Mrs. Frank Shesrar | 
Mir. L. A. Smith 

| Mrs. £. Stanley 
Mrs. A. B. Tice
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- QOLD-RED BRICK ORGANIZATION | 

The book containing the. minutes of the Red Brick School organization 
from 1901 to 1962 was loaned“me by Roy Treleven in March of 1979. The 

following data is taken from the records. , 

A synopsis of the first years of the meetings in the front of the 

book read as follows: | 

HISTORY OF THE BEGINNING OF THE OLD RED 

BRICK ORGANIZATION AND MEETINGS 

1901- Aug. 20-The Launch Irma was chartered by The Emmet Hick's, John 

Challoners and Wagstaff's. Invited those available old 

| schoolmates. Many had not met since their school days 

at Omro. A ride to Tustin for a fish dinner then to Omro 

for a chicken supper, all visiting the old school location. 

Seventéen present. Discussed how many could be got to- 

gether mext year. Men treated with stick candy and gum. . 

1902-Day meeting with Cora McAllister Evans, Waupaca, Wis. Supper with 

Jennie Ferris Burr at Stevens Point, Wis. 

1902 & 3=- WinteroEvening with. Edna Crawford Tuller-Neenah road.: 

1903- At Omro - "The Threé Ellas", Drewy Stanley, SheldentHickssy 
1904- Dinner, Addie Hicks”Challoner. oo 

OO Supper, Elma Lowd Gilkey. | | 

L906- At Chicago with Lulu Munger Jones. | 
1907- First big meeting at Omro school building. ~~ . 

| This the beginning of the meetings once a year a 

in June. : 

1805- At Ella Hicks 4th of July - Omro. 

That they were still school students at heart, the following - 

introduction is found on page l. | 

"OMRO SCHOOL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB" | 

This club is made up of a few of the Boys and Girls who went to 

school in the "Old Red Brick" School Youse in Omro together with a few 

others who have been “taken in for batter or worse, through sickness or 

health, until death do us part". | 

These minutes are a record of the various meetings the Club has had 

as recorded by the Sec. Elma Lowd Gilkey. 

On page 2 is the account of the first meeting-- 

oO August 22, 1901. ) 

In response to a happy idea of some one, and a kind invitation from 

Mr. and Mrs. Emmet Eicks, Mr and Mrs. Wm. Wagstaff and Mr. and Mrs. John 

Challoner the following party met at Wm Wagstaffs and proceeded to Mc- 

Millens dock. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Hicks 
Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Wagstaff | 
Wr. and Mra. Tahn Ghalloner .



Mr. and Mrs. Rodolph Hicks 
fr. and Mrs. Frank »*tanley 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson. Tuller 
Mrs. Cora iicAllister Evans 
Mrs.- Lulu Jones (Munger) 
Mrs. Hervert Reed 
Mrs. Jennie “erris Burr © 
Mrs. Addie Hicks Challoner 
Mrs. Elma Lowd Gilkey 
Miss Ella V. Hicks © | 

| The minutes continued with .tthe entertainment and good time enjoyed during | 

the day. The next few meetings were attended by many of the original group | 

with a few new names added each year. | 

Aug 27, 1902 | os | 

Following responded sometime during the day to invitations from “r. and “Ps. 

John Evans and Mr. and Mrs. Emnious Burr. — oe | | oo 
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Hicks | 

" "  "-Rodolph Hicks | 
" u. John Challoner 
non ‘i.Jd. Wagstaff 
" "Jackson Tuller 
rt " Emmous Burr” 
tt " John #vans | 

Mrs. Addie Challoner 
" Elma Lowd Gilkey 

Miss &lla Hicks | 
"Annie “erris 

Jan 2, 1903 | - | | | | 

Following answered:to an impromptu gathering at Omro | | 

Mr. and Mrs. Wagstaff | | oo 

WN E.R. Hicks .. 
"oot dg. Challoner | 
wow gd. Tuller | 

Addie Challoner 
Lulu Munger Jones. 
Mrs. Elma Lowd Gilkey 
Ella Hicka. 
Blla Sheldon. 
Mr. and irs, “rank Stanley 

Aug 7, 1903 

On-invitation to old home town of Omrd’ by the "3 Ellas"--Ella Sheldon, Ella 
Stanley and Ella Hicks. | | 

An attempt was made for a permanent organization and to elect officers. It 
would seem that E. R. Hicks acted as Pres. and Elma Lowd Gilkey, Sed, 

Those present were: | : | 

Ella Hicks 
Ella Sheldon 
fe. and Mrs. rrank (Ella) Stanley 

" " W. Waestarf oo 
" t J. Challoner © 
noo" E.R. Hicks 

| no". Jackson Tuller 
" "John Evans



1903 con'td 
% 

Mrs. Lulu Munger Jones | 

' Della White Adams | 

" Addie ‘Jicks Challoner 
tt BHlms lowg Gilkey 
" Ella Snowden Uoses 

" DeEtta bushnell Evans 

Charlie Remington. 

Feb 18, 1904 | 

In response to an invitation from Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Tuller the following 

were presents | 

Mr. and 'irs. John Evans | 

mon B.R. Hicks 
to" John Challoner 
nom OW. 6 wagstaff 
n ot PF, stanley . | 

Mrs. Ella sheldon 
| 

Mrs. Florence Scovil 
Mrs. Addie Challoner | 
Mrs. Elma Lowd Gilkey 

| July 28, 1904 | 

At an Lnvitation from Addie ‘licks Challoner and Mrs. Elma Lowd Gilkey, a 

group met at Addie'ts. At this meeting it was voted to limit the membership to 

a club of 20. E.R. Nicks, President and Elma Lowd Gilkey, Secretary. : 

Those attendins were; | | | 

Mr. and Mrs. E.R. dicks | : 

"oo John Challoner | 
no OW, Wagstaff | , 7 | 

to" FPF, Stanley . 

noo 6John Evans | . | | 

mom 6G... «6GGilkey | | 

Mrs. Addie Challoner > 
" Lulu Jones 
' Emmous Burr 
"  Plorence Scovil 

Ella Hicks | 

Ella Sheldon | 

Mrs. Julia ‘ale | 

Mrs. Annie Root | 

Aug 18, 1905 , | 

Part of the. original club of school boys and girls met at the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. E.R. ‘licks at Oakwood. The impromptu invitations found many with othe 

plans. Those present were: 

Mr. and firs. E.R. ‘ticks : | 

won Wed. Wagstaff | 

" " Jdhn Challoner | 

"oo" Scovil | | 
Mrs. Addie Challoner oO 

Miss Ella dicks | | 

“tt Billa Sheldon 
Mrs. Lulu Munzer Jones | 

One guest with us, Mrs. Luther Reed and a letter read from Mr. 0.T. Bright 

our former teacher and the Sec.was to invite him to be with us at no distant 

day. The officers were the same as the last meeting. |
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Oct 28, 1905 
) This was a Red Letter Day for the High School boys and girls with 0O.T. Brigh 

together with many other former students and teachers of Omro High School met 

at Omro. A picture of the Old Red Brick school was presented to Mr. Bright by 

lip, Hicks. | 

Those present were: 
O.T. Bright - James. Russell | 

Mir, and irs. E.R. Yicks «. t ‘Almira''Royce | 
no" John Chalioner-PMrg erase dlleiy io. and MPs Frank Stanley | 

Mrs. Elma Lowd Gilkey ~ Butheria Adams =~) | 

" Orissa ‘larvey.” — Sarah Heyward Ross 

"t Millard Walker: |. Mr.’ and Mrs. Sennett Pingry 

" Julia Johnson Edith Edwards | 

't TPizgzie Jewell Johnson: ‘MY, and: Mrs ¢°Clinton Putnam all of Omro 

Miss Emily Weodster. Rose ‘Rowell , Milwaukee . 

Mrs. Rose Welby — | Oe Hattie Foote Davis, Berlin 

"  Senas Coe ° a Bliza Kimball’ Palfrey, Waukau 

Mr. and Mrs. John WW. Challoner Guy Vandoren, Birnamwood — | 

"Chas. Pelton - Cora McAllister Evans, Waupaea - 

Rev. and irs. Dennison-. - Glara McAllister Huie, Neenah - 

Mrs. Hiram Webster. | Frank Charlesworth, Kaukauna 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cole | | Mrs, Mary Wood, Edaho. 

Mrs. Libbie tough | 

“lla Sheldon oo, 7 
Billa Hicks | 
Persis Shufelt Augur. | 
Nancie “mes Cady 

Mrs. H. H. Snafer ae | 

Mr. and Hirs. Dennis Scovil- Gi - Aad. Co 

Aug k7 - 18, 1906. oo, Bo . - a, 
Several of the old school friends were summoned by Mr. John BE. Munger and 

sister Julie (Lulu) Jones’ to.dine with them, in Chicago. 8 responded to the © 

invitation. | Oo eal — - 

There is no account of any meetings &eld during 1907 and 1908/ | 

June 18, 1909 meeting at .Omro the foll wing enrolled for the days | 

.Q. (Orville) T. Bright, a former Red Bick principal and also taught during 

1868, 69 and 70.. te eS CE 

ReLe Cook, ii.D. . .O<Minnie Burnham Reed 

Elma Lowd Gilkey BE. A. Reed 

Maria Steele Walker Madge Shafer Ford 

Lew Laiten ‘Minnie Morton 

Mrs. Nora Root Laiten : Ella V. Hicks 

W.W. Kimball © | Frank Cole = 

Ella Drew Stanley: | Bekle. Walker Cole | 

Cary Bishop Josie Bushnell Covey 

Cora Drew Shipman Mrs. M,E. Smmphier 

William J. Wagstaff | | HA. Hobart | a 

John D. Treleven | Lutheria Adams | 

Ann Burnam Treleven | Almira Hobart 

Nettie Hamilton Fraleigh Lutherta-Attams 

— MPS - Flora Henry Hamilton.  Aebmiwe-Hebans 

Oberte Nutchenson. So . Chas Bunker . 

Maggie Shepherd Pelton > Jennie Allen Palfrey 
Tan n Denne -- Mewes C8 Dieaat



1909 con'td 
5 

Mrs. C.A. Russell 

Mrs. Hannah Underwood Shafer 

Mr. and Mrs. HE. Sargeant 

Louisa M. Webster 
| 

Mrs. Carol Gibbs Carter 
| 

Mrs. Cora McAllister Evans 

John H. Evans, Jr. Myron Samphier 

Addie Hieks Challoner Belle Hoover 

Emmett R. Hicks and Jura Pingry Freese | 

Cynthia Reed Nicks Matilda Dunning , 

Geo. B. Welby B.A. Tanner Treleven 

Mrs. Rose Allen Welby Edith Treleven 

Geo. IM. Brooks Florence Treleven | 

Eva Carer Brooks . Gertrude Hanson | : 

Helen M. Sawyer Katherine Winslow | 

Nora Barnes Mrs. T. Timmerman 

Albert Ross | . | 

Nina Wilson Hershorn - | 

Mary Russell Koot | | eee ene | 

Nancy Ames Cady os | | 

John Challoner . | | | 

Myra Samphier Challoner A special car (interurban) left 

Joseph Alger Oshkosh for Umro at 9:15 and about | 

Persis Shufelt 30 were there to take it. 

Addie Laiten Pingry .. ) ; 

Sennett Pinery E.R. Hicks presided at the meeting. 

Chas A. Russell Mrs. Gilkey, Secretary. 

Blla J. Sheldon 
T.eL. Smith | 

Minnie Ham 

Lottie Price Williams 
Eva Calhoon Day 
Della Ewers Calhoon 

Agnes McGuire Flanigan 

Elizabeth P. Smith 
Mrs. Nellie Smith Cameron | 

Mrs. Bertha Beebe Kennedy 

Mrs. Lizzie Jewell Johnson | 

Mrs. Nora Craig Snidder | 

Katherine C. Smith 
: 

Emma Shelton Brooks 
Mrs. L.S. Hicks © | 

Levi S. Hicks 
| 

Sarah Hallman Muzzy 

Fanny Marty ‘Lasher 
Grace Bradley Laviser 7 | 

Ella Richards Bradley | | 

Allie Jewell Walker | 

Miller T. Walker 

Katherine Dent | 

TYrLly VJormson Smith ..1%en 

Bertha Scram Wagstaff 
| 

Mrea.W.W. Race 

Mrs.Almira Royce 
Mrs. Hattie Foote Davis | | 

Mrs. L.C. Booth 
| 

Mrge Ielle Sheerar (Josephhne ) 

Mrs. Etta Stanton Root
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Jan 26, 1910 . 
A picnic supper was held at Ella “heldon's, Seward Benedict of Hancock, Iow 

was the guest of honor. Others were-- - 

Mr. and Iirs. John Challoner 
Mr. and iirs. Frank Stanley . 

Mr. and Mrs. Myron Samphier 
Cynthia “licks | 
Minnie B. Reed 

EBlla Hicks | : 

Blla Sheldon : 

Mrs. Bertha S. Wagstaff 2 

Mrs. Elna L. Gilkey. : 

8 26 3 13TQ | aD pe? +118 tel \ . - 

~~ Nproextmately 500 Invitations vere sant ops Ana yesd\wers D efent. | | 

At fingtthe club~tgied, Geting twite“~a yearpe bat cold-weather meow gs were 

finest ly cancelled “Dpren the ae Us h yeat® for Wehile. But theS year.of 1910 

théy decided to mee¥ bieynally. | ° | BO 

June 26, 1910 pO | : 

A meeting by invitation with the Oshkosh people coming to Omro by special 

car. They went to tne school grounds where the reunion was held. At this 

meeting it was voted to hold another meeting in 1912 and not wait o years as 

previously voted. John Challoner was elected Pres. and Mrs. Gilkey, Sec. and 

Treas. | : 

1912 date not specified. 400 invitations were sent out and approximately 

200 were present. For the next year W.J. Wagstaff was elected Pres., and 

Mrs. winslow Breas. with Mrs. Gilkey Sec. The meeting closed by singing ~ 

aod Be With You Till We Meet Again". And all futare meetings closed with th 

Same song. a . | | 

July 1, 1914 | 

250 were present. The Pres. was E.R. Hicks and the Sec, Mrs. Gilkey. 

Officers for the next meeting were Mary Challoner Boyd, “Sec. and Treas. 

With Will Kimball as Pres. a | 

June 29,.1916. Mr. Roland Reed of Ortonville, Minn. sent a gift to the 

Ass'n of his famous large Indian photograph called "Indian Fishing". Pt 

sas presented by E.R. Hicka and accepted by Mr. Patch, Prin. of the High 

School in behalf of the school. 
The Smith sisters quartette, well known in Omro, and on the program for 

nearly every meeting in the future,sang-selections. They were Harriett, 

Elizabeth, Anne and Katherine Carol. Sometimes a sextette with sisters 

Jule and Nellie Cameron. © : | | | 
 -“New officers elected were Pres. Miller Walker; V. Pres. E.R. Hicks; 

Sec and Treas Mary C. Boyd. © | | | | , 

June 27, 1918. 125 answered roll. New officers were Pres. Chas. A Russell, 
Winneconne; V. Pres.Louis P. Morton, Omro; Sec and Treas, Mary Boyd, Oshkosh. 

July 3, 1920. 211 were present. New officers elected were: Cary Bishop, 

- Pres.; T.Le Smith, Oshkosh, V. Pres.3; Mary Boyd, Sec and Treas. 

A portmait of Samuel Shaw, former Prin. was presented to the school, by 

E.R. dicks and accepted by Mr. Hurlbut in behalf of the school. 

June 22, 1922. Approximately 200 present. New officers elected were Ed Harr 

Pres.; Dan cndy, V. Pres.; Mary Boyd, Sec and Treas. |
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June 27, 1924. The llth Bicnnaul Reunion of."01ld Red Brick". | 
5 had attended the school 72 years ago.and 49 who went to it 50 years ago. 
A picture of Mr. Bright given by Mrs. Bright and presented by Cora McAllister 

Evans to the school was accepted by H.B. .Patch, school Principal. 
New officers elected - Frank L. Smith, Pres. ; Cora McAllister Evans, V.Pr. 

Mary Boyd, Sec and Treas. , 7 | 
A committee was named to form a constitution and by-laws for the Ass'n. | 

Their report--Name; The Omro Old Red Brick . | | 
| Place; The Omro High School | | : 

Time; To be held biennally 2 days in the last week of June. 
Ekection of officers; To be held at each meeting consisting of 

President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer to be chosen at the P.M. 

session. | : 

Fees. and Dues; No membership fee or dues to, be charged but a 

collection to be taken to finance the same,’ | 

Program; To be arranged for, each session by the officers of 

the Ass'n. 7 | 
Comnittee--Frank L. Smith, Cary Bishop, and Emmett R. Hicks. 

Accepted by vote.of members. 7 , | | 

50 letters and telegrams were read from those unable to attend the meeting 

"Whipoorwill Song" was sung by the Smith Sisters quartette and thereafter was 

usually requested all during the future meetings. ) / 

yeea oN tp ote mis ran Wh No lye Bes A = Oren etd peice é 6/2 B/ P2 
June 29, 1926. 49 of those pr3sent were born in Omro.. The number attending 

was not noted. wW.T. Williams read his poem. Over 500 were invited to the 

meeting. Officers elected for next meeting were: Cora McAllister Evans, 

Pres.; Minnie T. Morton, V. Pres.; Mary Boyd, Sec and Treas. © 

June 29, 1928. 123 answered roll call. New officers elected--Pres. Will 

Hollister; V. Pres. Ella Stanley; Sec and Treas, Mary Boyd. _ 

June 26-27, 1930, 14th Biennial meeting. This year Minnie T. Morton led the. 

community singing with Doris Jenkins at the piano. Officers elected-- 

E.F. Shafer, Pres.; Cynthia Reed Hicks, V. Pres.; Madge Shafer Ford, Treas.s 
Ella V. Hicks, Sec. Invocation was by Rev. Thomas “, North of the Presbyteri 

church. Address of welcome by H.B. Patch, Principal of the High School and 

also Chm. of the village board. The response was by Charles Rosencrans. Ile 

an Omro boy nationally known as “Ross Crane", lecturer and entertainer. 

A Welcome address and Response was always given at meetings. 
Roll call numbered 123. An original poem K¥ entitled "School Days of 

the Old Red Brick" by Mrs. Elizabeth .Smith Knoll, was recited by her. 

The Smith Sisters quartet accompanied by Mrs. Leo “arshall on the zither sang 
- “When We All Come Back Again" with a medley for an encore. 

At all the meetings were speeches by members during the P.M. and evening 

The collection this year amounted to $61.76. es : 
Bills as follows-- Geo. G. Renneker Co. for 700 books (song?) printed, bound 

| | | and stitched---- $28.75 © = —— 

Type setting extra --- 21.00 , 
Mrs. Stanley postage and c. 15.00 
Geo. E. Morton, balance on 

| gift to “wr, Rood --- 5.53 | 
Castle Printing Co. . 14.50 

At each meeting was always an Invocation and Benediction given, a Welcome 
nd a Responce, and osin 3 n od Be W 3 We Me ain’. 

When held two days, the a8 Mas Was S niente. teh Us nit | on Ag Mt 

eure’ |
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June 27-28, 1932. 140 were present. 8 who had attended from 1860-1870. 
22 who attended from 1870-1880. New officers were-- Pres. Stebbin Cartei 

V. Pres, Blizabeth Smith Knoll; Treas. Elizabeth King; Sec. Josephine King. 

June 21-22, 1934. 180 present, more than 50% were from out of town. 19 
present who attended from 1860-1870. 35 from 1870-1880. 2 before 1860. 
Their names were not recorded. . | 

New officers were--Frank Sheerar, Presl; Mae Barnett Marsh, V. Pres.; 
Josephine King, Sec.; Hlizabeth King, Treas. 

Treasurer report --Bal. on hand $3.82 | : 
Collections -~ o1.69 
Total - OOeOL 

uxoenses - - = £1.95 
. T3056 , 

A tree wes dedicated to “r. Road in Cushing Memorial Park near Delafield 
and given by Cld Red Brick. | Oo | 

Dr. vicAllister had given the land on which the 0O.R.B. stood. He was the 
erandfather of Nina Huie. Ue was also the first Postmaster of Omro, and the 
first Representative to the State Legislature. : 

An unusual and quite remarkable number on the program was the giving of 
the long poem, "The Diver" or Diner? by Schiller and translated by Bulwer 
Lytton, by ir. L.A. Smitr, who had learned the poem 70 years ago under the | 
direction of ir. Shaw, teacher. - 

June 25-26, 1956. About 80 present for the dinner. Many more for the meetir 
in the P.ii. and evening. | . 

Omro Yigh Alumni had been invited to join ranks with the O.R.B. and a 

large nimber accepted the invitation, Minor Harris presented the accéptance 
of the invitation for the Alumni Ass'n. Royal Tice, Pres. of the class of 
136 pledged to continue the spirit of the 0O.R.B. and the older Alumni. 

A picture was presented by tir. Williams and turned over to the High Schoo 
Prin. to be hung in the High School building. | 

New officers were Pres. - Ross Crane; V. Pres., Harriett Ross3 Sec. , 
Elizabeth Kins; Treas. Parker Bussey. | | 

| There were 79 present who had actually attended tne Old Red Brick school. 

Members deceased since the last meeting were-- : 
Mrs. Elizabeth Grogden Blackburn 
Mrs. Maria Zarnard | Mrs. Millie Booth Putnam 
Effie Gray serry Georgia Pickett 
Dan Blish Warren C. Phillips 
Fred Booth : Rolland Reed | 
Mrs. Clara Janson Chappelle 4/2/36. Myron Samphier 
Frank Cole | Mrs. Cora Phillips Skepper 2/8/32. 
JB. Covey Mrs. Emily Bibby Shelp 
Dan Cronk Frank Stanley 
Erie Serard | Mrs. Addie Darrow Thrall 
Harry Gray | Mrs. Lillian Goodwin Tugaski | 
Leo G, Tale | Edward Treleven 12/30/34. 
Olin B. Lewis Wm. J. Wagstaff 
George Lindsay Fred Warfield. 
Mrs. Mary Vurley Larrabee Chauncey Whitman
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July 1-2, 1938. Roll call noted that 25 attended Old Red Brick previous to 
1880. 23 previous to 1890. 26 previous to 1894, and 4 attended 76 years 

pefore. The rest of those present attended after 1894. | 

31 members had passed on since the 1956 meeting. 
Ada Ames Hlla Augur Hicks i | 

Martha Shelp Bennett ‘Hattie ffallum Hirst (ihe asm : 
Seward Benedict Walter Kitchen | | 
Will Bishop Mary Flynn Kranz | 

Katherine “owler Bradley Ida k. Locke : | 

M. S. Carter (Maynard Stebbin) Isabelle V. Mills 
Ollie Calhoon Curtis Hadward Oatman 

Robt. Dent , Lewis Morton | 

Eva Flanasan Margaret Shephard Pelton 

Frank “owler Mary Russell Root 
Floyd Gross Mrs. We. W. Race 
minmma Poler Hecker Lulu Shaw 

wn Herfron Rena Thrall Riddle | 

Hollis ioward Nettie H. Schloerb 
“Minnie “am Brnest Shafer | 

Ellis Thompson | : | 

Vew officers elected were G.E. Morton, Pres.--“rs. 4.B. Winslow, V. fres.-- 
Mrs. Mae Marsh, Sec-- W.P. Bussey, Treas. | 

July 5-65, 1940. 75 attended the dinner. There were 99 present in the P.M. 

5 nad attended before 1880. They were-- | 

LeA. Smith (Capt. Lewis) 
Chas Russel 
Cynthia Reed Hicks | 
Olive L. Wilson 
Imma Reed | : | , 

T.J. Thompson : 

This year 6 Smith Sisters sang at the meeting. Officers elected were-- 

Pres. Alfred HM. Lewis; V. Pres Elizabeth Knoll; Sec Mae “arsh; Treas Parker 

Bussey. | | 

Deceased since 1958 were-- 
Gaylord Barnes Ray Oaks 

Cary Bishop, sr. : Clara Davis. Pratt | 
Mannie Wilson Brand Jennie Goggins Parson 
Charles Carter (1932) Frank Powers 
Lewis Campbell Sennett Pingry 7 | - 
Lillian *elker Crane \ Dr. Wm Reed | 
Jessie Bradish Covey (We bre) Annie Cundy Reed 

Wn. Clifford vo - Sadie Baster Race | | 
John Devine Ida Gray Rhodes | 

May Augur - Fred Simmons | 
Kemper..Goss Ephraim Stanton 

Selwin Joodwin Dr. Leon Stanton : 

Emma Johnson Grossman Wm foster Thompson | 
Myra S. Challoner Helen Sawyer | 
James Hdick Ida Blanchard | | | 

Geo. Luscomb | , Cora Goodwin Washington : 

Mary pretine Wily cen Arley Millar Walker : 

Freeman Marshall J Charles West | 

Frank arty Elizabeth Downs Wilcox a 
Bessie “Myers Mathie Henri Winslow 
Louie iolmes Miner Archie Larrabee 
Try rara -AeaAM st V7 Rhanlaada HManahal
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Deceased members since 1940-- 
Sarah Snowdon Arnold Mary McClain McNutt 
Charles Barnard : Emma Reid 
Eva Barnett brockway Sadie Hamilton Rosenberry 
Ernestine Gripentrog Bunker Janie Lowd Root 
Sadie Campbell Anna Lowd Root 
delen Cady | Lottie ake Rothman 
Alice Richardson Churchhouse A.B. Russell 
Josephine Eizselow Edwards Stella Cady Samuelson 
Thomas Flynn Jay Smith — 
Prank Gray John Thrall 
Warren Hart Jesse Turner 
Meda Davis Yickok Thomas J. Thompson 
Klla V. Hicks Bertha Scram Warstaff 
Nina Huie Josephine Winchester Widmer 
Wm ©. Follister Klla Snowdon Moses 
fred Kutchnen mary Staley Reed 
Simon LeRoy Marilla Calkins Reed | 
Ward Mallory | Williams Iams © ; 
Nora Blumer “ayborn ; Billa Barnes Lindsey a 
Sarah Hallum uzzy | - 

June 26-27, 1942. There were 57 to-the dinner. It was a rather cool day so 
they et 2t tre Baptist churen.auditoriun. 

87 registered and 62 were from out of town 
~ New orficers elected were--Pres. Hlizabeth Knoll; V.Pres. Luella Darrow; 

Sec Josephine King; Treas Parker Bussey. 

June 30-July 1, 1944. War-time restrictions did not dampen the pleasure of 

the occasion. | 
Deceased members since 1942 meeting were: 

Joe Cady. . Yattie Young Bunker 
Harvey Sar-vent Fred Kutchin 
Brnest +icks James Powers 
Maria Parker ronson Chas Sussell | 
Elizabeth Barnard Luscomb Gertrude Steele Silverthorn 
Clyde B. Davis > Irving Lowd 
Henry Bloomer Chester '. Rorers 
Elmer Cope Cynthia Reed dicks 
Simeon Barnard | Milo Kutchin 
Bridget @eracnty Keefe Sadie Campbell 
Blnora barnes Ada orrison Race 
Lena Howard Hutler . Frank Owells 

New officers elected were--Pres. Hlizabeth Knoll; V. Pres W.D. Peterson; | 

Sec Jennie Carver -iackenzie; Treas Parker Bussey. 

July 10-11, 1947. There must have been some doubt as to the feasibility of 
future meetings for after a general discussion the members decided to 

continue the meetings. In the evening songs were sunz by L.A. Smith, 94 years 
old, and Hlla Drew Stanley 26 years. The attendance was not as large as usual. 

Deceased members Lrrom 1944 to 1947 were: | 

_ Kugene Ames Anna Hurley Giles 
Ghas Barnett Louis C. Gadbaw 
Emogene Beals Booth | Helen Glines Johnson 
Ethel Babcock Jrown Mae Lake Harvey 

Fidelia Bailey Cradley Fannie Taylor Campbell 
Allison Buck | Lizzie Crawford Smith | 
Amasa Gamrrell Howard Reed
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Ernest Sarzcent Wm R. Brown 

Katherine Carroll Smith Carrie Fowler Brazee 

C.H. King Lillian Resom Bemmm | 

Alice Jewell Walker Josie Cramer Clemans 

Chas Reed Blizabeth Downs Wilcox | 

Olive Lanzdon Wilson Alice Bicknell Eveleigh. | 
Harriett Shipman Koss Wilbur J. Pine 
Myra Day Ulrich Frederic Thompson : 

Parker Bussey Dell Woodbury | 
Herbert “arshall 

New officers were -Geo E. Morton Pres; Wm Treleven, V. Pres; Grace Carter, 
Sec; Elizabeth King, Treas. | 

Deceased between 1947-48; 
James Lindsey 
Grace bemmon | 
Ada Smith Chatterton | 

Lizzie Teeleven Barnett 
Harvey Sarcent : 
Vrs. Judson C. Owells | 
"reg. Hliza Gaskins Gadbaw Tice | 

| Deceased from 1948-493 
Myrtle Pole Durant 
Herbert Angevine . 
Edgar Harris (/27 47) | | | 
May jarnett siarsh "| Oo | 
Edna Lowe 
Wilmer Smith | 

July 2, 1948. There were about 70 in attendance and a goodly number of these 
came Trom a distance. | 

One guest in particular was Susie Scott Kirkpatrick of Denver, Cols, the 

daughter of §.0. Scott who was’ the donor of the ground upon which our beauti- 

ful little Scott Park is located. 
Three oldest were 98, 95, and 89, but their names not recorded. Same 

officers were elected except Wm Treleven who did nottwish to serve again as 

Vice Pres., Alva Shephard accepting the office. 
| A one ace play, "The Partridge Case" written in observance of our State's 
centennial and by Mariam Smith and produced by the local Odd Fellow's and 
Rebekah Lodges as their offering. | 

List of deceased members read July 1, 1949: 
Yerbert Angevine , | Edna B. Lowd 

Myrtle Polar Durant Lizzie Treleven Barnett 
May Barnett “arsh Josepnine McGuire Harle 
Edwin Harris. Gertrude Darrow Thrall 
W.D. Peterson Maurine? Bredtstriiltler Elizabeth Young “arshall 
Yoursne? Bradish Miller | a 

RAN AQ 

July 1, 1949. About 60 were present. When a pupil was late all sang "Tardy 
Scholar is your name", and the culprit was in disgrace. | 

| New officers elected were Pres, Will Merrill; V. Pres Rachel Leroy Kloen; 

Sec Elizabeth Knoll; Treas Elizabeth King.
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July 7-8, 1950. Those deceased since the last reunion-- 

Alva Shephard Almon King ee | 

Will Hallenbrceck | Capt. Louis Smith 

Eugene Gadbaw Ina Ames Winslow : 

Gertrude Wiles Gundy Nellie Smith Cameron , 

July 6-7,1951. From 75 to 199 in attendance. | ' 

A duet sunz by Elizabeth Knoll and Harriett Hinderman. 

New officers were Pres Rob't Fowler; V. Pres Will Merrill; Sec. Grace Carter; 

Treas Josephine King. | 

June 27-28, 1952. It was back in 1947 it was decided to meet annually. This 

year about 60 members were in attendance, | 

13 members were reported as deceased since the last meeting. 

James Everts | 

Chas Kramer | : 

Hattie Chase iotchkiss | 

Clara Rogers Wolff : : 

Mrs Nora Gauslin Ward 
Arthur Lindsay 
Nellie Smith Cameron a 

Gapt.—bouis- As Smttn 
Etta ilough 
Lillian Gilbert Coats 
Juree Pingry Frees 

| 

| New officers elected were: Pres. Carroll C. Carter; V. Pres Clayton W. | 

Stearns; Sec Grace Carter; Treas Josephine King. 

July 10-11, 1953. Dinner was served by the Social Workers of the Baptist 

Church. 1.25 a plate of Baked ham, mashed potatoes, slaw, gravy, rolls, 

butter, pickles, jelly, lemon pie and coffee. | | | 

Deaths reported since the last meeting were: a 

F.U. Day Lulu Bartlett Orr ! 

Harry Sheldon - Frances King Wilson 

Bertha Beebe Sennedy Stephen Staley 
Mildred Taylor Charlesworth 

(Hosea W. Rood, principal at one time.) | 

Three Smith sisters sang at this meeting, Elizabeth Knoll, Harriett Hinderman, 

and Juel Smith. There were 67 present at the picnic in the park on the lith. 

New officers for 1954 were: Pres. Carroll Garter; V. Pres Clayton Stearn 

Sec Mrs. Ida “ay Bower; Treas Mrs. Emily Sheerar. | 

July 8,9,10, 1954. Dinner was served by the “adies of the Presbyterian church 

 Menu-- roast beef, salmon loaf, whipped potatoes, corn, cabbage salad, 

pickles, rolls and butter, coffee and blueberry pie. Price $1.25. 

Roll call of graduates of the Old Red Brick and present school. -- 

1885 - Wm Treleven | 

1891 - A. B. Treleven 
1884-86 - Geo orton 
1899 - Carroll Carter and | 

E. Grant Smith | | 

1895 - Mary Wilcox Sullivan, Agnes McQuay Kelley, and Winnifred Root Sawyer. 

1896 —- Will Merrill | 

Elizabeth Smith Knoll | 
1902 - Grace Carter 

Mabel VanGilder Smith. |
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1904 - Kate Barden 
| 

1906 - Eva Bussey Hankey 

1909 - Mary Roat | Aapfond Barger 
1910 = Quincy Danforth+,~~ / . 

1911 - Madge Russell White and Ida “ay Davis Bower. 

1912 - “mma Stanley. | | 

Deceased since the last meeting: 

Libby Price Williams Lulu Bartlett Orr » | 

Clara King Goss — Anna Doughty Robinson — | 

7pank B. Sheerar © | Harriett Ferris Arthur’ : 

Dr. Frederick Tice Addie Stearns Rlansburg : 

Jennie Sargeant Myrtle Pierce Miller 

Mard J. Gummer Madge Shafer Ford 

Lot Maitland » 
| | 

July 9, 1954. The "Story of Our Beginnings" by Mrs. Ella Stanley and read by 

her daughter Exma was part of the programdé Tt told of the first meeting in 

1901 at Tustin. “ne 1904 excursion to Oshkosh and the 40 year prophecy of | 

1914, which expressed the hope that reunions would continue 40 years hence. 

Officers for the next year were: Pres. Frederick Bennett; V. Pres Ray Hoeft; 

Sec Ida May Bower; Treas Agnes Kelly. : : 

Deceaded members reported: | | 

Robert 4. Ames | 

Rudolph Hicks 

Wayne Stanton | | 

Libbie Price Turner. | , 
| 

July 8-9, 1955. [t was voted to consolidate the Old Red Brick and the Omro ~ 

4 Hich Alumni but that each retain their own officers, Hold own meetingdurir 

the day, nave customary picnic and then meet and have dinner with the alumni 

in the eveninz. - os | | | | 

There were 69 registered--cO more than in 1954. . | 

Colman Gadbaw reviewed his college thesis of School Buildings of Area and 

the Development of Schools in Omro. Material was taken from original records 

of 100 years ago when this district was organized and is part of a thesis. 

The deceased member was Franklin C. Hollister. 

New officers were Pres F. Bennett; V. Pres Ray Hoeft; Sec Ida May Bower; 

Treas Agnes Kelly. SO 2 | 

“> Page 15A is a copy of the article of Coleman Gadbaw'’s talk. 

Dr. Wm L. Herner of Milwaukee presented the original crimson and cream ribbon: 

mounted and framed, that were chosen in 1900Vas the Omro High School colors. 

This was accepted in behalf of the faculty by R. Hoeft, Ag instructor, and . 

will be placed beside the painting of the Old Red Brick presented last year. 

Next year officers: Harvey Treleven, President; V. Pres. Ben Phillips; 

Sec Mrg.1Ida May Bower; Treas Miss Grace Carter. oo 

Deceased were: 
| 

Dr. Frank Silverthorn | 

Libbie Price Turner 
Oo 

Wm Estabrook 
Lydia Wastfall 

L€alie Yhapman | 
of >. w 

|
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“arom the Oshkosh Daily Northwestern issue telling of the Old Red Brick 

meeting of July 8, 1955. 

Coleman Gadbaw, an Omro graduate and former teacher, gave an interest- 

ing talk with the school buildings of Omro as his subject.’ This was based — 

on one part of his master's thesis for which material was gathered from 

the town clerk's old records as well as those of school districts and 

newspaper reports. 

Education in Winnebago County was started by the federal government 

in 1834 at wnich time 34 cabins were built near Neenah for the purpose of 

educating the Indians. The project was abandoned-two. years later after 

the Indians refused to live in the cabins but used them to house their 

horsesSe | 

Dame schools were operated in» the Howe district (now a part of the 

Omro district) and the Lowd (now the Maple district.) About this time 

towns were organized and the Tice, Maple and Howe were the first districts 

in this area to have formal schools. | 

Tn 1850 Omro (then called Bloomingdale) became District No. 5 and the 

land upon which the tennis court, is located was given by a Mr. McAllister, 

always to be used for school purposes. On this land-the first school was 

puilt and the teacher received $28 for the first year's work. In 1852 _ 

Hiram Weoster, town superintendent of schools, (the county superintend- 

entts office was created in 1861) annexed the land north of the Fox River, 

which was called Indian land at that time. | 

By 1856 the building became too small and $2,000 was raised to erect 

a new school, which became known as the "Old Red Brick". The first school 

| building was moved two blocks east and is now the Bower residence. In 

1866 Lots were purchased two blocks east and two blocks north of the 

pridge and a school, which later beeame known as the North Side ScHool, 

was built. The East Sidd, not to be outdone, succeeded in obtaining a 

similar school in 1882. | 

| In 1893 the original unit of the present buildings was built and the | 

Old Red Brick was torn down. Many of the bricks became doors}ops wpoan. | 

- which pictures of the school were painted by Mrs. Bushnell. Finally the 

North and East Side schools were discontinued and disposition made of the 

property. Additions to. the original building succeeded as follows: 

1905, the Webster building; 1909, the north part of the main building; 

1929, the band building; 1934, the Annex; about 1950, the shop, and 

finally in 1955 the new elementary building, . : 

“Hiram Webster was the.first person.in Wisconsin to realize the value 

of -and to do something about school training.in industrial arts. In 1876 

he: went East to remarry and. attend the Centennial Exposition in Philadel- 

phia, There he saw exhibited models to be used to teach the manipulation 

-of machinery. These came .from none other than the Moscow Institute in 

Russia. In 1883 Webster's will was written and provided that any, money 

left from his estate should be used ‘to build ‘such a school in Omroy 

Stout's idea of Stout Institute did: not precede that date. Webster left 

an estate valued at $174,000 with a residue, of $52,000, the use of which 

was finally allowed by the courts. for the building of the present Wepster 

pbuilding. It is administered by a oorporation. df three and two members of 

the school board. - Oo 

(Weelr toa oan VS . | oo oe
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June 1, 1956. 50 members registered. James I. Clark of the State Historical 

- +. * Society spoke on early (and also soméwhat later) Wis¢onsin’ history. He 

mentioned: 1856 building of the Red“Brick 1906'the Webster biiilding, at a 

cost of 835,000 for building and equipment ;"1909-Onmro and*Menominfe only ones 

in state with "domestic science .and ‘manuéf training"; .1956°H.B. Patch ‘school. 

Recent changes such as fewer oats, pridgé ‘ténder nét on continuous duty, 

blacksmith shops of léss° importance, horsé dFawh’ street sprinkler not used, 

building of swimming pool, bus line no longer needed, Annex built, and use of 

daily papers and radio for communicatione: — / : 

‘'.-Deceased since last meeting::. -: ©. . 

Ella Drew Stanley . -  ..- Charles. Jones 

Sadie Carver Wells - > Ben-C.: Pryor | 

Ethel S5loomer Bean Andrew .J. Goggins | 

Maude Sullivan Zimprick Nathaniel Lincoln) | 

Tna siorton Cronk Crystal Bartlett “arty 

Nettie Polar Stead . | 

- Roll call of graduates showed thinning. of the Pankse* . - ; | 

1877 - Wim Treleven = greg Ole 
1881 °-- A.B. Treleven ._ -1909..~ Bessie "isner _ 

1886 - Cora Belloway.: || -1911 - Ruby Grossman Sheldon — 
1895 - Mary tiorton Howell Ida May Davis bower | 

1896 - Wm Merrill 9°... 1912 -- mma Stanley 

1899 - & Grant “mith and 1919 - Harvey Treleven 

| Carroll Carter. 1921: =-Grace “obbins Stearns 

1900 - Luella Darrow... : 1942.+-Yames “lark © | | 

1902 - Mabel VanGilder “mith | | | 
1904 - Kate Barden | 

Dr. Wa SNerner | 

1906 - Harold Mills : | 

Eva Bussey Hankey : | 

New officers--Pres. Ida May Power : 
V. Pres. - Eva dankey 

Sec - Luella Darrow 
Treas - Bessie Fisher 

Of the 50 members wresent at the meeting only 5 actually attended the Old 

Red Brick. They were Miss Cassie Ek. Lewis, wigs “lizabeth King, Mrs. Mary 

- Howell, Mrs. Nettie Sishop and Nopert “owler. All of these from out of town 

except wNiiss King.
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June 7-8, 1957. 54 members and guests. 
| 

| Roll call of real members of O.R.B. 

1877 - Wm Trelevyen : | . bone | , 

1881 - 4.5. Treleven - 1904 - Kate E. Barden 

1891 - Yonnie Hoover Rhoda 1906 —- Harold. Mills (0.H.S., :rest sa 

Gladie Cope Brick. OC oe Eva Bussey Hankey = 253 _ 

1895 - Mary orton Fowell — 1911 — Ida. Davis Bower =’. 

| Elizabeth Smith Knoll Ruby Grossman Sheldon | 

1896 - Wm »«errill 1917 - Floy Hinderman | | : 

1899 - E. Grant Smith (0.4.5S.). 1927 - Ruth Westover 

1900 - Luella Moran Darrow . | | | | 

1902 - Mabel VanGilder Smith (0.H.S.) 
Rachel Kloehn ¢;, -". | 

New officers--Cassie tewis, Pres. — 
Lutie Darrow, F. Pres. 

Ruby Sheldon, Sec... 
| Bonnie Flanagan, Treas. 

Deceased since last meeting: | | 

Rob'!t fowler | 

Bertha Cross — a 7 

Juel “mith | 

Mattie Utley 
Judson Owells 

sin ULemans of Oshkosh State Treachers College gave a talk on "Indian Trails 

of Winnebazo County". It was the county most densely populated by the Indians 

in Wisconsin. OO _ ee _— Oo 

Winnebagoes owned all land south of the Fox River, the “Menominees owriing 

everything nortn of the Hox. re a 

Indian trails about 12 feet wide and 35 feet deep arid im some parts “of the 

county some of the trails are still visible. | | an 

“In the pattle of Butte des orts in 1728, thé French practically wiped out 

the Fox Indians, wnich accounted for the name of Butte. des Morts, or. "Hill of 

the Dead". | 

June 27, 1958. Pres. Sherm Barnard ‘called meeting to order. 

Roll calt of graduates: 
1885 - Bert Gummer 1911 - Ruby Grossman Sheldon 

1895 - Mary Jowell | | Zoie Drake Bradley 

Elizabeth Knoll ) Vera Thomas Knapwurst 

ywinfred Sawyer 1912 - John Luscombe 

1896 - Wm “errill Helen Colby 

1899 - Valerie Barnard Runser 1914 - Leah Appley Erickson 

Grace Puffer ! Sherman Barnard 

| BE. Grant Smith 1915 - Marie Bullis Barnard 

1900 - Lutie ‘ioran Darrow Marion Bradley Birch 

1902 - Mabel VanGalder “mith 1916 - Edith Mackenzie 

1904 - Kate Barden oo 1917 - Floy Hinderman 

. Annabel2@ Bullis: Bonnett - Harbey Hyde ~~ 

41906 - Harold Mills " Ethel-Gay Bishop ~ 

Eva Bussey Sankey © 1921 - Grace and Clayton Stearns. 

1909 - Bessie “isher _ - : 7 

- Mamie Root © 

the question was brought up as to whether ORB Asstn should continue. It was 

agreed to do so. - an 

New officers: Roy M. Shelp, Pres; John B. Luscombe, V. Pres. Ruby Sheldon,s 

Bonnie “Mills ~lanagan, Treas © |
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9 members had passed away, but the names were not recorded. 

‘June 26, 1959. Roll call of graduates; 

1884 - Bert Gummer - 1 G02>Mabel Smith 

12894 - Emily Sheerar 1903 - Olive Doyle 

1895 - Mary tiowell 1904 - Kate E. Barden 

1896 - Wm Merrill 1906 - Harold Mills 

1898 - Chas Samphier 1911 - “uby “héldon 

1899 - & Grant Smith 1912 - John Luscombe | 

Valeria Runser 1914 - Sherm Barnard 

1900 - “utie Darrow Roy. -help 

Deceased members since last meeting-- | 7 

Nellie Lasher : | | , 

Kate King Stone | 

Grace Reed Sturdevant 

Bessie Carter tiven oe 

Jessie Clark Gee 

August Moody | 

- Berdena Hale soster 

Celia Oster an Flanagan | | | | : | 

Albert -.ougn . | 

prof. Noyes zave a talk on Omro glass factory and showed slides of other | 

glass factories. a | | | 

June 24, 1950. President Bonnie, Gummer presided. Disbanding was again 7 

brought up but it was agreed to have one more year. - . 

Officers elected were: Pres. Roy Yhelp; V. Pres., Elizabeth Knoll; Sec, 

Ruby Sheldon; Treas, Bonnie !lsanagan. | | 

June 30, 19651. Deceased since the last meeting: 

G.E. Norton Maude Brownell 
Morton Cronk Edith Phillips Lewis - | 

Alfred Lewis Lizzie Allen Hanson : 

Emily Lewis Sneerar | Gene Rockwood | 

As there were so few Old Red Brickers remaining, and so many were unable 

to come, it was yet decided to meet one more year at the Park sheléer house 

on the last Saturday in June. 

officers elected for the next year were: Pres. Elizabeth Knoll; V.Pres, Fred 

Bennett; Sec, Ruby *%heldon Buell; Treas, Bonnie Flanagan. 

June 30, 1962. ‘the minutes of the last 0.R.B. Ass'n meeting was written on 

loose paces and placed in the back of the book as follows: 

“Weeting of O.R.B. was held tn Scott Park on Sat. June 30, 1962. Address 

of welcome by Luella Darrow, response by Elizabeth Knoll. 

Reading of minutes - Motion made and carried to accept the minutes as rea 

A discussion on what to do with the money which has accumilated. The 

orig fund left to pay awards for essays written by students of O°4.5. student. 

on some specific subject, and in view of the fact that original purpose is 

) ended, the $130.00 Savings and $5.65 interest making a total of $135.64. 

It was discussed that the cemetery is so in need, that we give them the 

‘money that is left, whatever the amount--ana a motion was made by Mary Howell 

| seconded by Leon Hoover that we use that money--Carried. 

There was a bill for Secretary's salary of $12.00. a 

- Memorial service was by Luella Darrow. Deceased were Eva Brooks, Wm Cad 

WH, Hinderman, Frank Taylor, Cora Belloway, Winnie Sawyer, Grant Smith, Will 

Morton, Cassie Lewis, and Gladie Brick. | , 

A letter was read from Bessie Bridgman, and from Carroll Carter. 

- Metting adjourned. Nuby Buell, Secty. )
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HEFFRON- SCHOOL 

a Zenas Sumner (living on what is: now Hwy 116 between Omro and 
Winneconne) was married New Years eve 1854 to Juliette Jordan, a | 
school: teacher, who taught the first school that was ever taught 
in the Poygan TownshiP-: / - / | 

‘It was a little log school house in the Scofield district 
now called the Heffron district, where Miss Vera Wentzel 
has been teaching the past few years. | 7 | 

| After teaching two.terms Miss Jordan wished to resign, but 
Charles Wilkinson, the clerk of the school board, told her if she 
would --teach another term he would make her a clothes basket when 
she got married. She reconsidered, taught the third term, and 
got the clothes basket after her first baby was born and carried 

the baby home in it. | oe | 

- ===-An excerpt from a history of the Sumner family . 
printed in a Winneconne Local. It was written by 81-year-old 
Clara Sumner Kahn of Winneconne, the daughter of Zenas Sumner.



Blue Bell School reunion — 

Each day opened with pledg 
yj Of allegiance, song 
SP By. Kristen L. Morris — 1960's just before the school -Judy, “We were poor being born 
“2c Behind the distant, eyes of - closed, may be planning another ‘in the depression, but we didnt 

“Ruth “Spiegelberg lie. the reunion. - *. _know it. We were all in the same 
“memories of the Blue.Bell School . Among some of the boat, no one had anything that 
“ofOmro.. = «s+, ~=SSst SS anformation uncovered by the someone else didn't. All our 
“+ While’ planing .the, reunion © committee is a compilation of the families farmed. Except...there 
~ along: with:the Committee,.Ruth school. alumni used for the — was one family...their three kids | 
“ relived the days-of the oldschool - invitation list, a breakdown of always had frosting on their 
“with vivid and fond:memories. . éxpensés including the electric cakes that they brought to school, 
_..."We-opened each:day with the - bill for the ‘month of December, and I always wondered why we 

"Pledge of Allegiance and sang 1946 which required $8.00 forthe - didn't. They had a little more 
"My Country Tis of Thee." Ruth month for the use of lights. Also money I guess." 

“attended the school in the late found were teachers’ salaries. In . The Blue Bell School first 
' 4930's'and early 40's. "Thete were 1947, the teacher earned $153.20. opened in 1918 with the first 
- about .17 kids attending at that — "I remember the really nice teacher being Bessy Fisher. In 
“time and they went from first to Christmas.” and Thanksgiving 1961, the school was made a part 

_ Sth grade. We used to carry our programs," Ruth smiles, "We put of the Omro Public School 
“own lunches,” recalls Ruth, "and - up a wire across the front of the system and in 1962, the school 
inthe. winter we'd bring mason ‘room and put up a black or blue closed its doors. Leone Cismosky 

‘jars: filled with creamed potatoes curtain. The school board came in — was the teacher at the time. Blue 
or-the like and heat them up on and built a stage and all the Bell School was going to be used 
the. old: round stove in the — parents and relatives wouldcome by the Historical Society in 
‘classroom: Kind of.an early ‘hot to see the show. .A neighbor Omro and moved to a different 

Yunch' program." . == ~~ ~~ would play the piano and location, but a fire broke out and 
- = “Judy Brooks adds, "Remember everyonehadapart!” damaged it around 1965. Then the 

the-goiter pills we had to take? - Ruth adds that summer was _ gchool was destroyed. All that's 

--The nurse.came and charged seven fun too, "The school picnics were’ left of the school is the old 
‘cents per student. The pills even great, everyone. brought a lemon school fénce, rusty and 
tasted good." ce ~ and we had a big milk can tomake overgrown with blueberry vines, 

“The reunion took place Sunday, lemonade in with a big ladle. which surrounds a cornfield on 
October 2,.1994 at Waukau. Some Everyone brought a dish to. pass. ‘the corner of E and 116. So, 

of the later students, who Thosewerefundays.".. = | — “That's not all that's left," — 

“attended the school in the early | "I don't think we really had says Ruth, “we have our 
a ~ - - Wwant' for anything," declares schoolmates and our memories." 
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Len, Way 
_ Blue Bell | 

-..°QOn October 2nd, former 
iz pupils, teachers and families of 
“the Blue Bell School will hold a 
“reunion. The 12:00 potluck | 
“2. picinic will be beld at the Waukau. 
Youth Center in Waukau. - 
> Blue Bell School Joint District 

#4 was located at the intersection 
"of the present 116 and County E 
‘about two miles southwest of: 
- Omro. The school closed in 1962. _ 
‘~ - The name "Blue Bell" dates. 
_-back to a school meeting in the 
+ district in 1919. A state law was 
= passed that year requiring the 
~maming of all rural schools. Jt 
* happened there were two schools 
<in the vicinity known as "Bell — 
- School." This caused much 
> confusion and a change was_ 
 ‘g-necessary. The-school district — 
e-having used’ the name for the. 
© longest time was permitted to use 
“the name "Bell". The lot of 
prenaming was left to district 
--Mumbers. — | 
=" At the school meeting many 
“names were suggested. During the. 

. = discussion Mr. Hugh G. Roberts . 
= Said "Lets call our school Blue 
= Bell". The suggestion - was 
-¢ unanimously approved. The name | 
Blue Bell" has stood the test of 
*:time, a name to be cherished in - 
_.the memory of its former pupils 
“and their families. BS 
c=. The reunion committee 
‘= working since early spring are: 
“Kathryn Egan Binder, Judith. 
-: Hankey Brooks, Dorothy Roberts 
» Lind,- Raymond Remmel Jr., 
- Ruth Knutzen Spiegelberg and 
- Ruth Challoner Stone. |
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