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NORTHWOODS W exersias Northwoods. Special! Unique! But the story of the North’s future is really a 

EDITION An identity and history all its own! local one. The many, many personal and local 
z Wisconsin Natural Resources magazine has decisions made daily are collectively and incre- 

, brought together a variety of opinions and per- mentally determining the future character and 
4 spectives about the past, present and future of this destiny of the North. Personal lifestyles, timber 

p very special region. With particular help from management, lake development, recreational 
Ye DNR’s Northern field staff — directed by investment, pollution control, planning and zon- 
(ee John Brasch, Charlie Higgs and Dave Jacobson _ ing, land use, industrial development, transporta- 

. and from the dedicated people at Northland Col- _ tion, education and more. Decisions in these areas 
“A lege — the magazine has tried to convey a feeling are determining the North our children will 
© for the natural resources, the people and the experience. 

JEFF SMOLLER, places that make the North so special to residents We expect reading the Northwoods edition will 
Director, DNR Bureau and visitors alike. bring you memories, as well as knowledge, frowns 

of Information and But special places are also vulnerable places. as well as smiles. But our fondest hope is that it 
Education And it is because of this the Northwoods edition _ brings you determination. Determination to sup- 

was prepared. The North is caught up ina web of port or bring about an increased consciousness 
headline-grabbing, resource-related issues: acid about the North and a personal commitment to 

rain, mining, radioactive waste disposal, public positively affect its destiny. As you will read, some 
r % land management and Project ELF, to name a have already accepted the challenge: the citizens 
opi caret: few. How these and other issues are resolved will involved in the Ashland area’s Chequamegon Bay 

Je NoCiie eee affect the future of the North. They are big state- 2,000 effort, those at Green Bay and others. We 
photo. wide stories. can learn from them.
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Much of the regional character of the est amount: one-sixth of the white pine in the 
Northwoods results from its resource base, which United States and about 43-billion board feet of 
is quite different from the rest of the state. The coniferous timber. 
natural environment was used in different ways Surface water was important. Lakes provided 
by different groups of people. Each successive facilities for holding and sorting logs. Before rail- 
wave had to earn a living from the land in the roads were built into the forest after the Civil 
most productive way possible, given the technol- War, the rivers furnished transportation. In the 
ogy, goals and needs of the inhabitants. Each era spring, reinforced by snow melt and April rains, 
of human settlement in the Northwoods has _ the rivers provided transport energy. They sup- 
played a role in producing its regional plied water-power sites for sawmills. In addition, 

distinctiveness. they flowed toward the Great Lakes and the Mis- 
Indians controlled the northern section of the _ sissippi River which connected the lumber dis- 

state for over 20,000 years. In the first part of the _tricts with the markets of the East and West. 
16th century, they began trading furs for Euro- Lumber production in Wisconsin boomed 
pean products. First, they traded with the French, —_ after 1842. Less than 200-million board feet were 
later with the British, and finally with the cut in 1853, increasing 1-1/4 billion in 1873 and 

Americans. more than 4-billion in 1892. 
Indians played a crucial role in providing furs As the lumbering industry grew, small commu- 

to the European traders, who managed the fur nities evolved to supply the lumber camps with Northern Wisconsin Indians 
trade, but rarely hunted or trapped the animals. goods and services. Sawmill towns developed in eee) 
After 1820, when the fur-bearing animals had proximity to the pineries where abundant water century. Beaver were the 
been depleted and the fur trade had moved north _ power was available and where booming and sort- _ main commodity. 
into Canada, the Indians had no useful role to ing devices could be constructed. The larger  Woodeut courtesy ofthe Sigura 
play for the Europeans. Indeed, for white settlers Neil cml EN OPER cnt tS ‘hal eit 
they represented obstacles to lumbering and later © BRE Rae Be ee 
agricultural expansion. Consequently, the Indian aoe ror 9 Bee BS SAIN & LD ee es 

+ Pe a PAE AE EAN a FO nations of the Northwoods were forced to cede ava be Fey orgaer oN” 2 pr - es their lands, mostly from 1836 to 1842. HT (CS. ge ae aft RS ee oh 
After the Indians had ceded their land, whites jv) ) MPA IGM Se 

created the reservation system. The earliest ones * a E Geen OS ley) Ie e] ees ©. hy 
were established in 1854 and all the large reserva- = gf | Gti@m’ 4f mak ok: og \ i ie 
tions in the State — Red Cliff, Bad River, Lac du ean 4 Kae eel eet pees 1 Gi < \ wi a 
Flambeau, Lac Courte Oreilles and Menominee [gear] Try] eS er Me LY ee Jaa. 
— are found today in the Northwoods. These res- aw -~. <7 he Ate e\ a Eh ay S a BS eae 
ervations are a distinctive reminder of the once EC see mee WE Bt Ast @ Le oo DBs & aa 
dominant Indian people. iy Bo NGa NS Y, ah kee TON 

With the removal of Indians to the reserva- Hee 4 ey) Ag og ae es * Se \ 
tions, European settlers started a second phase of Jamey ear aE | fos et | he ao Ge ™: 
resource exploitation, one not based on Indian Bs, TY Oe aed I Bere) ene cc ay " 
skills but on Western capital, machinery and ¢ t NK ie ee Be) Be a) \ E a UBS 
labor. ; if YI. Sse OM SF ee EN By the 1840s the forests of northern Wisconsin LG PRN ES ON “a hog 
began to supply the American Manufacturing pe . \ Nee fi ee a S 
Belt, the treeless prairies of the Midwest, and the Mla Te Dia EL Vy EASA celestial oN NON | ORE, 
Great Plains with lumber. Wisconsin lumber also _ towns included St. Croix Falls, Rice Lake, Chip- 
found a market in Europe, South America and __ pewa Falls, Eau Claire, Wausau, Stevens Point, > 
the West Indies. Rhinelander and Marinette. Lumber towns, such we : 

The forest was located north of a line from _as Eau Claire, were highly segregated in class and 
Manitowoc to Portage and west to the St. Croix. space. They were characterized by low density a ee 
The southern edge, about 30 to 50 miles wide, was housing with a sprinkling of substantial lumber Se 5 
a hardwood tract, and to the north of it lay a belt baron homes, a few high density areas of rooming c 
of mixed hardwoods and conifers. Most of the houses where the workers lived, and a section for re 
stands of conifers were concentrated along the saloons and stores in the downtown. if Ye: I 
headwaters of the Wolf, Menominee, Wisconsin, By the turn of the century, the white pine era _ingoit Vogeler 
Chippewa, Black and St. Croix rivers. ended. Some lumber companies found new homes 

The basis of Wisconsin’s logging industry was __ in the fir forests of the Pacific Northwest. Others 
the white pine and, to a much lesser extent, red _ moved into the hardwood and yellow pine regions 
pine and hemlock. Because pine was the most of the South. The migration of the lumber indus- 
valuable species the Northwoods came to be _ try left behind a major economic problem for the 
called “the pinery.” Loggers divided the water- | Northwoods. Attempts to convert the cutover (Vom 
sheds of the Northwoods into pineries designated _into productive farms generally failed. Eventually — > | 

by the names of watersheds: the rivers flowing much of the region, especially the northern coun- ~ yea £ 
into Lake Michigan, the rivers discharging into __ ties, became tree farms or recreational land. ‘ . 
Lake Superior and the tributaries of the Missis- With the decline of lumbering in northern Wis- 
sippi. The Chippewa pinery supported the great- _ consin, cities and villages dependent on the indus- Anthony R. de Souza



try faced decay and abandonment. Despite claims of land speculators and state 
Until late in the nineteenth century, the west- agencies and dreams of farm families, the cutover 

ward movement of agricultural settlement was unsuitable for widespread agricultural devel- 
bypassed the densely timbered region of northern opment. Unable to make a living from farming, 

Wisconsin. settlers relied on public relief. In the 1930s about 
As the lumber era faded, sawmill towns 25% of all inhabitants in the Northwoods were 

became service centers for agricultural communi- receiving some sort of public assistance in con- 
ties. As railroads criss-crossed northern Wiscon- trast to 10% elsewhere in the state. 
sin opening new territory, they created a market Settlers were also unable to pay their property 
for agricultural land. Speculators began to taxes. In 1936, the highest rates (56% and over) of 
redeem cutover land forfeited for taxes by logging tax delinquency were in the northernmost coun- 
companies or to purchase cutover land fromlum- ties of the Northwoods. The cutover became 
ber barons directly. synonymous with tax delinquent land. 

Colonization companies lured farmers to the The collapse of the farming frontier gave rise to 

Northwoods with “cheap” land prices ($70 per the state and county forest systems. Tax delin- 
acre), “free” stump pulling services, and ‘“‘at cost” quent land reverted to local units of government. 

agricultural supplies. The Northwoods has long been a playground 
Colonization efforts paid off for speculators. of the urban rich. In the first half of the century, 

In thirty years, the new North had gained 341,000 the area was dotted with vast hunting preserves 
people, for a total of 703,000 in 1920. Rural popu- and expensive private lodges. Numerous exclusive 
lation increases were especially impressive: from resort hotels provided a cool haven for the rich 
1900 to 1920 northern Wisconsin was the only during summer. After World War II, personal 
section of the state that had an increase in rural incomes and automobile ownership rose dramati- 

The word “North” is population! cally. The summer vacation became a middle- 
associated with the ase class necessity and the auto made it possible for 
region's ego. North of oF Te a urban families to ‘“‘Escape To Wisconsin” in 
AGAR SES ale sete EE SRBe so ee increasing numbers. pears more and more Be fale eee g 2 ages 
frequently in commercial | NEe oe There is a direct association between the 
telephone listings. The ES Rasa 2 SUN Yolen ett number of visitors to the Northwoods and the 
lines show the percentage (+ ||. S Sak cS Se ae he amount of water. Two concentrations are in the 
of cceurences: : gy cee major lake districts, one adjacent to Hayward and 

ee ee Ne the other just north of Rhinelander. A third is in 
ee : ee Ly Door County jutting into Lake Michigan. 

“1% — = The Northwoods is distinctive. Locals and out- 
siders — whether Indians, fur traders, lumber- 
jacks, lumber barons, dirt farmers, land 
speculators, resort owners or big-city vacationers 
— have always perceived its special qualities. The 
current diversity of inhabitants reflects the four 
major stages of human occupancy in the region. 
Understanding its geography and history con- 
firms that the Northwoods occupies a special 
place in the past, present and future of Wisconsin. 

Q 

TIMBER, I: resort owner Rip Van Winkle had fallen pher Paul Voss. Northern counties — like Bur- 
TOURISM, asleep beneath a white pine in Wisconsin’s nett, Florence, Forest, Sawyer and Vilas — that 
AND northwoods in 1960, he might have awakened in lost population in the 1950s and for years before, 

1980 to find that his wife had sold the family busi- began gaining population in the 1960s. Although, 
RETIREES ness to folks from Milwaukee, Chicago and Min- _ the state as a whole grew at a rate of 6.5% in the 

neapolis for second homes. 1970s, Burnett, Florence and Sawyer Counties 
Mr. Van Winkle probably would have been grew faster than 25%. And Vilas County’s growth 

‘ more than a little surprised by the way the busi- exceeded 50% — the fastest in the state. 
ness climate and the population structure of the Voss says the immigration into northern Wis- 
Northwoods had changed in 20 years. consin was part of a larger national trend inspired 

Partly because these recent changes have been _ by anti-city feelings. Faced with increasing taxes, 
so dramatic and partly because uncertainties housing costs and crime rates, many people found 

Z a cloud the future, experts forecast what the _ the peace, safety, and beauty of rural America too 
Northwoods will look like later this century only attractive to resist. 
reluctantly. But if the past is an indication, social During the decades when Wisconsin’s 

GEORGE W. trends and economics will dictate how the North Northwoods population was on the decline, peo- 
GALLEPP, JR., fares in the future. ple usually left to find work in the cities. Often 
UW-Extension, The major recent change in northern Wiscon- _ they left reluctantly. When people moved into the 
Boe sin was the unprecedented immigration of city Northwoods during the 1970s, jobs weren’t essen- 
Journalism dwellers, says University of Wisconsin demogra- _ tial — retirees made up much of the incoming 

6



’ 3 a The Mansion at Bayfield 
tide. Voss characterizes many of these elderly Se | =f preserves the Victorian 
immigrants as “modestly affluent.” es | fag elegance of tourism at the 

Another factor that eased their transition was a 4 Le fe 2) “ Woowan boar et Tare 
familiarity with the North and the people who fae La) nin i") photo. 
lived there. Twenty-five percent of those who oa we bly 
moved north were returning to a county where tS mn et TTT 
they or their spouse once lived, says Voss. Fifty ; | || | =S 
percent owned land or a house in the area for at i Parag iit | | aa 
least a year before they migrated. And 75% had er a ad ee — = ae 
vacationed in the area to which they moved. ae ae Mas eS eae 

What emerges then is a picture of retirees mov- : 
ing to previous vacation areas, drawn by the phys- = 

ical and social environment. However, Voss says Like the businessman in the TV commercial et 0 
this major trend obscures another important rea- who claims he liked a shaver so much that he Ce 
son for the North’s growth — the tendency for bought the company, city dwellers liked the =  & >>; » 
more young people to stay in the North rather Northwoods so much they bought their vacation ne c ci, 

than move south to the cities. Voss believes that cabin — or in some cases the whole resort. 2 CG “ 

along with the predominantly older group moving In the 1960s and 1970s, real estate became liter- 

north in the 1960s were a minority of younger lly a land-office business. Towns with main ae 
people who wanted to work and raise their fami- _ Streets no longer than a football field had five or 
lies in the North. He is convinced that some of _ Six real estate offices, more than the combined 

these people started businesses that allowed more umber of bars and sport shops in some towns. 
youths from the North to remain there in the Everybody wanted a piece of the Northwoods, 

1970s. preferably a piece with lake frontage. ; 
In many Northwoods counties, tourism jobs The effect of this land rush was an increase in eee homes B pe 

and revenues far exceed those from manufactur- property values — especially the value of lake peeiaume husk 
ing and agriculture. Forest-based business is the frontage where most resorts were located. Next second home owner is 50 
other major source of income and employment. came an accompanying increase in taxes on prop- to 59 years old and has 

Although most hospitality-recreation-tourism erty owners including resort owners. Steadily, 89 ncome of $40,000 per 

dollars are dropped in Milwaukee, Dane, Wauke- during the 1960s and 1970s, one resort owner Y°*" 
sha, Brown and Racine Counties, these counties _ after another decided not to spend every Saturday 
have other income sources that far exceed tour- | Morning during the summer swabbing down cab- 
ism. Not so in the North where tourismdominates ins and cleaning toilets. They subdivided their 
the economy in rural areas especially in Vilas, resorts and sold them to eager second home buy- 
Florence, Iron, Sawyer and Door Counties. ers. Twenty-five percent of the second home prop- 

While tourism’s future in northern Wisconsin _ erty in Vilas County was once part of a resort and 
is secure, the industry has problems. In the 1970s, 74% of the second home owners had stayed at a 
northeastern counties lost 21% of their lodging cottage or resort in the area before buying their 
establishments and over 20% of their rooms — __ home. 
the most severe such loss in the state. The overwhelming majority of northern 

Kay Plantes, chief economist and administra- | Wisconsin resorts were small, family-owned facil- 
tor of policy development for the Wisconsin _ ities that offered water-related activities, says 
Department of Development (DOD), says the UW Recreation Resources Economist 

room loss is slowing while occupancy rates — the | Ayse Somersan. When the opportunity came 
percentage of rooms actually occupied — is through retirement, many owners of the smaller, 
increasing. older resorts chose to sell the business. Often the 

However, a DOD study on tourism revealed _value of the property as a resort was less than the 

that about a third of northern resort owners plan _value if subdivided and sold for second homes. 
to sell all or some of their resort or convert to con- Somersan believes individual resort owners 
dominiums, in the next three years. Of the resort should get the best deal they can. To offset this 
owners who plan to sell, nearly half cited either room loss, she would like to see investment in 
retirement or poor profits as their reason. newer, larger facilities. But, in the North, this 

Plantes says Wisconsin resorts have tended to _hasn’t happened, she says. 
underprice themselves compared with resorts in Demand by second home buyers wasn’t tour- 
other states. Room rates in Wisconsin have not ism’s only problem. The numbers and types of 
kept pace with inflation. Although the compara- tourists began to change. While experts are pre- 
tively low room rates have helped keep occupancy _dicting a major worldwide expansion in the tour- 
fairly high, nonetheless, inflation and higher taxes ism industry, tourism in the US and northern 
have squeezed profit margins. The DOD tourism Wisconsin continues to change. 
study found that 80% of resort owners paid prop- Somersan says the factors that fed the growth 
erty taxes above the national average. of tourism were more leisure time, increased 

Ironically, the appeal of the Northwoods — income, a larger middle class, improved transpor- 

which originally brought tourists into the area—_ tation systems and a need to escape the stress of 
contributed to the reduction in the numbers of Cities. But things changed. Although income from 
resorts and rooms. the hospitality-recreation-tourism industry con- 

tinued to grow 14% per year even in the late 

ie



1970s, the number masked some bad news. expected to increase at an annual rate of 2.7% per 
High energy prices and inflation lowered the year, says Strang. This would be the second fast- 

real income of many working class families who est growth in employment among major Wiscon- 
had made up the majority of tourists in the North. sin industries. Only rubber and plastics 
In the 1970s, more of their income went for food, manufacturing, expected to add workers at a rate 
medicine, transportation and housing, says of 5.7% during the 1980s, will grow faster, Strang 
Somersan. With less to spend on vacations, and predicts. 
uncertain gasoline supplies in northern Wiscon- Considering the expansion of manufacturing 
sin, many stayed close to home, or didn’t travel at and the addition of new enterprises, Strang says: 

all. “Tn the 1980s, northern Wisconsin may be in a lit- 

Wealthier tourists who still had money to _ tle stronger position than it has been before com- 
travel tended to have different tastes than blue pared with the rest of the state.” He sees more 
collar tourists. The affluent ones wanted more __ positives than negatives, and sees trends in manu- 
luxury and were willing to pay for it. But owners facturing that improve the North’s position. 
of many family resorts in northern Wisconsin The major existing industries and businesses in 
were already living on small margins. Improving the North are based on resources located there. 
and diversifying their facilities meant borrowing Forestry, agriculture, mining and even tourism 
big money at a time when inflation was driving up _ are resource based industries, and as such are rela- 
interest rates. Faced with a choice between going _ tively safe industries, says Strang. Jobs related to 
into debt or selling, many resort owners found the cutting the forests, cultivating the fields, 
latter alternative much more attractive. extracting the ore and enjoying the scenery cannot 

Although resort owners who sold property be done in the sunbelt or Taiwan, says Strang. If 
may have profited by liquidating their assets, people want to use those resources, they must 
retail businesses in local communities suffered. A come to Wisconsin. In addition, because the cost 
tourist in a cottage spends five times more money _ of transporting raw materials like timber and ore 
per day on a visit to northern Wisconsin than does are high, it is usually cheaper for industries to pro- 
a second home owner, according to Somersan. cess the raw materials close to their source. 
This loss in income has been costly to resort Another factor in favor of the North is the 
communities. rapid growth in manufacturing that took place 

The DOD tourism study found the typical sec- outside southeastern Wisconsin during the 1970s, 

ond home owner to be 50 to 59 years old with a says Strang. Manufacturers moved to small cities 
family of two and an income of more than and towns to expand, and Strang expects the 
$40,000 per year. A quarter of these people were trend to continue. 
retired, and another 40% planned to retire to Because the quality of labor in the North is 
their second home. While the growing numbers of good and relatively inexpensive, and because 
second home owners and retirees in some north- small scale manufacturing will grow fastest in the 
ern Wisconsin communities may have contributed 1980s, Strang sees lots of potential for the North. 
to the loss of resort space, those who move north Other factors that favor new businesses in the 
permanently do have a positive influence on the North are the same ones that make the North 

local economy. attractive to second home owners — beautiful 
In some counties social security and pension scenery, low housing costs in small towns and the 

checks along with payments for rural poverty are absence of urban ills. 
the fastest growing sources of income. It is an Nevertheless, the North does pose problems 

unusual case in which economic growth is occur- for manufacturers. A traditional one is the dis- 
ring without the expansion of manufacturing. tance from large markets and it remains a major 
Most new jobs are in support and service indus- drawback. But advances in technology allow 
tries used by the new residents. For northern Wis- some industries, such as insurance, to use tele- 

consin communities long dependent on the communications to remain “close” to their 
seasonal flow of tourist dollars and the periodic customers. 
loss of those dollars during recessions, the income Weak educational facilities in some communi- 
of retirees and second home owners adds a desir- ties also may be a disincentive. Strang thinks 

able stability. workers with children in school will be reluctant 
The other major northern Wisconsin industry _ to relocate to an area with a poor school system. 

— forest products — will have a split personality He says it is critical for the North and the state to 
in the 1980s, according to business researcher strike a reasonable balance between the desire to 
Bill Strang, author of Wisconsin's Economy in cut taxes and retain solid transportation and edu- 
1990 and Director of the Bureau of Business cation systems. 
Research at UW-Madison. Other problems for the North include the 

Wisconsin’s big paper and pulp industry will availability of capital to finance new businesses 
add new jobs to its payroll at an annual rate of and a small supply of skilled workers with which 
0.5% per year in the next decade. Strang says this to staff large new businesses. As a business 
will be the second slowest growth rate among researcher, one of Strang’s major questions is 
Wisconsin’s major manufacturing industries. whether people aged 18 to 35 will stay in the 

On the other hand, employment in the smaller North and whether more young people that age 
lumber and wood products industry, especially in can be recruited from the cities to increase the 
mill work and prefabricated wood buildings, is labor force. 
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Population expert Paul Voss says the results of __ bicycling, hiking, hunting, fishing and camping in 
surveys indicate people still say they want to move _ that order. Great Lakes boating is especially pop- 
out of cities. He says the desire to move to rural —_ ular. Summer recreation will remain the mainstay 
areas is not restricted to older citizens but is of the North, but winter recreation will be a focal 
shared by the young. point for growth. 

Voss questions how much longer the migration Somersan predicts that the trend towards 
out of the cities can go on before prime rural areas _ fewer, richer tourists will continue. They will be 
lose their appeal after becoming too crowded and _ looking for ‘quality and variety in travel and rec- 
expensive. reational services.” She predicts that in 1990 we 

The other experts, like Voss, foresee most of _ will see larger, self-contained, multi-activity facili- 
the current trends continuing. ties for travelers. She expects fewer, large lodging 

Strang sees a stable, slowly growing forest establishments with many of them located close to 
products industry, with the chance of additional urban areas. This could mean even more competi- 

small scale businesses, depending on the decisions tion for the North from southern Wisconsin. 
of individual entrepreneurs. Because of the high cost of building large estab- 

Mining is the only single enterprise that might _lishments, Somersan expects to see more public 
employ as many as 2,000 workers, says Strang. investment by county, city and town government 
But he feels copper and zinc mining may noteven in local recreation facilities and marketing of 
begin until the 1990s. travel services. And in the year 1990, she still 

Somersan says outdoor activities that are cur- expects tourism to be suffering from uncertain 
rently increasing at the fastest rate are boating, gasoline supplies. Q 
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RECREATION W ater, woods, wildlife and weather are the Early tourists came to the Northwoods by 
DESTINATION components of our natural resources train. It was not until the late 1920s that a high- 

which help make the Northwoods a viable recre- way of any quality was built to serve Vilas 
HERMAN SMITH, ation destination. The resort industry is not new County. Trains continued to be the means of 
Recreation Industries to the Northwoods. It is an outgrowth of the old transportation for most tourists until the 1940s. 

Expert, UW-Extension logging days following the harvesting of giant The Flambeau Special, Chicago 400 and numer- 
District Agent - white pine and hardwood. Many of the old log- ous fishermen specials were package vacation 

Retired ging camps were headquartered on some of the Plans promoted in the metropolitan areas. Usu- 
fine lakes and after the logging boom was over, ally the vacationer was a man, or, on rare occa- 
individuals remained at the headquarters and sions, husband and wife. Resort operators would 
started what was then known as “fishing camps.’ meet the vacationer at the depot and provide 
Some of the better known ones which are still in transportation to the resort where the entire stay 
existence as American Plan resorts are Froelich’s Was spent. 
Sayner Lodge at Plum Lake, Hazen’s Long Lake Soon the Northwoods was recognized as a 
Resort at Phelps, and Dillman’s Sand Lake Lodge _ family vacation area. It provided activities for the 
at Lac du Flambeau. During the 1920s, recreation _ entire family: swimming, fishing, boating, hunting 
centered entirely around the fishing camps. and eventually golf courses. Gambling which had 
Wealthy sportsmen from Chicago and St. Louis _ been prevalent in the late 1930s and early 40s was 
returned to the North for five or six weeks in the dying out and many of the well-known establish- 

summertime to fish. Their wants were entirely ments converted to fancy supper clubs catering to 
taken care of at the so-called camp itself, thus the vacationers at housekeeping resorts. Summer 
name American Plan Resort was born. homes were built on the lake shores. Airports 
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catered to the man of the family who flew up to was talked about. Cross country skiing as a family 1 Hiking is a fast growing 
his summer home where his wife and children vacation helped to supplement the winter econ- culo ae 
resided. Special youth camps were established for omy along with the snowmobile. Ice fishing 
children from the more affluent metropolitan became more popular. Family units were smaller. Th bile hel 

families. Soon vacationers were taking three and four trips SE eat eee the North become a four 
This huge influx of people in the summertime _ to the North rather than one. The country pros- _ season recreation 

made it apparent that more rules and regulations __pered in spite of the gasoline scare and high gaso- _ destination. 
were needed to protect the North’s natural _ line prices. 
resources. A combined effort by county boards, Transportation has and always will be of great 
the old Wisconsin Conservation Department and concern. North country recreation was opened to 
the University of Wisconsin Extension resulted in _ the public by use of the railroad. The rails are now 
a stricter zoning law and an established water pol- gone. Highways are crowded and in need of 
icy. At the same time, resort groups organized to repair. Air fare is too expensive. Bus transporta- 
promote vacationing. Some of the earlier ones still tion is sporadic. The automobile appears to be the 
exist: Wisconsin Indianhead in the northwest and only practical means of transportation. Good 
Wisconsin Northwoods Council in the northeast. _ roads will remain important. 

During the 1960s, recreational needs changed The future of the North as a recreation area 
rapidly. People became more health conscious. will depend on close communication and 
Vacationers were looking for new types of recre- cooperation of all federal, state and county agen- 
ation: hiking, jogging, tennis and water skiing. In cies to protect the natural resources and to use 
the winter of 1963-64 the snowmobile was intro- each resource in the best way. In my opinion, 
duced to the North as a recreational vehicle. Win- _ there will always be a need for recreation, a place 
ter could be funtime if somehow people could for humans to visit, relax, rest and enjoy the out- 
dress for it and find proper accommodations. doors. This need will be met by having clean, up- 
Clothing manufacturers seized the opportunity to-date accommodations staffed by friendly peo- 
and came out with not only warm but also fash- ple. Accommodations and services should be 
ionable clothing for men, women and children. compatible with the surroundings whether they 
The snowmobile worked as a social magnet to serve water-oriented sports fans or winter snow 
bring entire families together in the great out- enthusiasts. 9 
doors. Area resort and motel operators modern- eo 
ized, restaurants remained open, communities Be 
sponsored derbies, rallies and family fun days and 
in a few short years recreation became a year Bi 
around operation. Even the summer home owner Pre 
insulated and invited friends to enjoy the local als) 5 [Rr 
“White Gold.” Soon snowmobile clubs and nt <a 
counties called upon DNR for help in providing a aire pores G 
trails and setting regulations. Today there are vee ge | 
thousands of miles of well-marked, well-groomed ra r= yol LS ioe 
trails in Northern Wisconsin. Se 1624 1 j 

During the 70s the North had rapid changes in Oe ie 
land and recreational use. Summer homes rapidly Pal Ly 
became permanent residences — small resorts ‘a pony 
were subdivided, land and water frontage prices ard oe 
soared. Lake property became more valuable if a ee Rc 
residence were built on it than if it were operated Peek Ranking of counties byline 
as a cottage resort. Several of the larger resorts fa) impact of tourism on the 
converted to condominiums, and time-sharing rT Trt local economy. 
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THEY SOWED There is needed only the intelligent effort of were overwhelmed by the laudatory prose. The 
IN OPTIMISM earnest and ambitious settlers to convert vision of those who thought agriculture could suc- 

thousands of undeveloped tracts in upper Wis- ceed nearly everywhere in the cut-over region was 
consin into profit-producing farms. flawed, not because they were deliberately decep- 

UW-Madison Depart From “First Aid to the Settler” produced by the Agricultural Experiment tive, but because the North was unlike most previ- 
ment of Agricultural Station of the University of Wisconsin in 1915. ously settled regions. 

Journalism Dean Henry’s assertion that whatever crops 
grew in the southern part of the state could also be 
grown in the North was supported by carefully 

Wicensins effort to encourage agricultural selected photographs of lush crops, healthy live- 

settlement in the cut-over region around the _ stock, simple homesteads on the verge of prosper- 
turn of the century kindled the aspirations ity and bustling northern communities. 
of thousands. In 1922, some university agricultural experts 

The prose of the agricultural experts and pro- still claimed that 100,000 farms of 80 acres each 

moters of the time would have been prophetic Were waiting for farmers in upper Wisconsin, an 
were nature not deaf to human optimism. area which they said had good soil, abundant 

W.A. Henry, Dean of the University of Wis- rainfall, was close to railroads and had access to 

consin College of Agriculture wrote a “Hand- large markets. 
book for Homeseekers,” a 196-page paean to the The number of settlers fell short of expecta- 

North that became the bible for many immigrants. _ tions but it was just as well. Most failed. 
Thousands of copies of the handbook and other For example, in 1920, there were 1,557 farms in 
publications were distributed by the state’s Divi- Douglas County, 1,935 in Price County, and 
sion of Immigration. 2,531 in Marinette County. Sixty years later, there 

From the late 1890s through the 1920s, state- were 340, 760, and 910 farms in these counties, 
sponsored agricultural exhibits, advertisements, respectively. 
special exhibits and trains carried word of the From 1910 to ’21, an average of 50,000 acres 
North’s bounty throughout Wisconsin and other was cleared annually in upper Wisconsin. More 

states. Hard-working, frugal settlers should, they than 12,000 new farms were settled during the 
thought, be able to tame the North muchas they decade, a growth which promoters noted was 
had previously transformed the prairies. greater than in the prairie states during the land 

Warnings and cautions were sounded, but they boom. 
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Even though more than six-million pounds of _ land and buildings on northern farms almost 
explosives were distributed during one two-year doubled between 1950 and 1959. The value in 
period and a Land Clearing Special train traveled 1964 was almost triple the 1950 value. Average 
the region to demonstrate land-clearing tech- _ size of farms increased from 127 acres in 1945 to 
niques, stumps and brush were not the only obsta- 202 acres in 1964 and 210 acres in 1980. Even so, 
cles. Many settlers found the land and climate many northern farm operators did not enjoy as 
would still not yield all that had been promised. high a standard of living as farmers in the rest of 

For settlers then, as farmers now, the hope of __ the state. 

independence and a farm of one’s own sometimes The real future of agriculture in the North was 
transcended purely economic considerations. The _ written not by those who ignored the limitations 
Division of Immigration reflected those emotions _ of the region, but by those who studied them. 
with the poems it printed in its biennial reports Agricultural Experiment Stations were estab- 
during the early 1920s. lished in the early 1900s in several areas of the 

awayiron Percy erunelaneneraye North. Research continues at the University of 
‘A : ge Wisconsin and at the Experiment Stations at 

way from the care of its daily life, s Achipadeand Riel 
Away from the vice it’s sure to breed, BOOnet sen ih aL ene ieee 
Away from its growing grasping greed. oe apeuaee ate gee ge 

i ery, their view less global, their findings less likely 
Some day I'm going to have a farm, to command widespread attention. Crop vari- 
With cozy cottage and little barn, eties, soil surveys, economic analyses, and man- 
With pigs, chickens and a cow or two, agement techniques are not fodder for the 

With just enough work that one can do. popular imagination. Painstaking scientific 
Where water's pure and the air is free, inquiry and field trials could transform effort into 
Where wild flowers grow, the wild bird sings, profit, not everywhere, but where the land and the 
Where hope eternal in the bosom springs. climate allowed. 

During 1917-18, the Division of Immigration Farms would not follow all forests, but they 
reported that 2,346 new settlers came, most from would follow some. Dean Henry 'S support of sci- 
the Chicago and Minneapolis areas; 3,688 fami- entific inquiry may not have paid dividends for “ 
lies located in 1919-20; 2,369 during 1921-22. But many whom he touched with his vision of an agri- TAD. 
the 1923-24 report had a different tone. The direc- cultural North, but it has rewarded those farmers } a 
tor noted that 1,038 families were cautioned Who remain. : mea 
against “locating on soils of doubtful value.” Agriculture has never been easy in the North us 

The director noted: with its “islands” or pockets of good agricultural ae 
“Yet thousands of uninformed men have  SOil, short growing season, distant markets, poor 

wasted a lifetime each trying to find the right transportation routes and widely scattered suppli- 
place to live and farm and raise their families. _ rs of fertilizers, fuels, and pesticides. _ peewee 
As many more have located on soil where During 1980, agricultural production from G+ 
farming is a sorry and disappointing struggle 24,180 farms containing nearly five million acres fujmnc mrss 
to make a decent living. Disappointing to the in 24 northern counties was worth almost $l- 

man, to his wife, to their disheartened boys — __ billion. c 
who left and cursed the land.” = Forage and livestock probably are the key to pacsriade a farmland 
The poetry was gone. A grim transition for future agricultural growth in the region. Dairying, ee ee ee 

agriculture in the North had begun. which already accounts for nearly two-thirds of 
In 1929, University of Wisconsin agricultural farm income, is likely to remain a bulwark of the 

economists said that “the sale of land with poor _ agricultural economy. Farm size and production R 
agricultural possibilities to men who have had lit- _ pet cow will increase. Numbers of beef and sheep 
tle or no farming experience, and the policy of  arealso likely to increase to utilize forage and pas- 

locating these settlers in widely scattered areas are _ tures not suited to crops. 
two of the primary causes of abandonment.” The region is still likely to attract newcomers 
Counties were saddled with land that yielded no _ seeking a simpler lifestyle as subsistence farmers. 
tax revenue. The recent reverse migration may open new 

From 1940 to 44, populations of most north- | employment opportunities to some farmers and 
ern counties decreased by 15 to 20%. And by _ their families. However, rural residents lack many 
1941, more than 3,100,000 acres of landinthecut- _ of the skills needed to provide services to the new- 

over area had gone back to county ownership. comers — medical attention for example. 
In 17 northern counties, 40% of the people There are opportunities in fruit and vegetable 

lived on farms in 1940. That declined to 31% in _ production, although marketing must be consid- 
1950 and to 20% by 1960. The number of farmers ered since it’s not certain whether tourists will 

in Iron, Oneida and Douglas counties declined by _ Stop at pick-your-own operations or prefer to eat 
about 45% between 1945-1964. at restaurants. 

The decrease in the number of farms and Agriculture in the North will always be unique. 

increase in size reflected trends that occurred else- In the future, tenacity will still be a necessary vir- 
where, although the transition left deeper and _ tue but so will capital and solid managerial skills. 
longer lasting scars in the North. Tempered by realism and backed by science, suc- 

In the 17 northern counties, average value of cess will be more likely than it was 80 years ago. 
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ETHNIC l he South Shore of Lake Superior in north- BESS ee —— ss 
SETTLEMENT western Wisconsin is rich in cultural diver- Qs = tm a a 

sity. In addition to the several Ojibwe tribes popu- a | | = i } ell = 
lating this “North Country” of forests, lakes, oo i a: . = 

streams, marshes and bogs, a microcosm United Seay ine f v4 i Fh a 
Nations of European ethnic groups has settled [igge == = 4 Fs BU Me ae wy 

————. there. They have established families, communi- PogemiBesse=a E. =A eee bo ae dear 
Le ties and churches, creating a distinctive regional Etigsicemeemnee ste | SMa 2 Pietro oo | meet 

wz identity. This regional identity combines some of "3 Seb | eck es 
a the Old World traditions with traditions which en ator RR aan ca " in 

is have developed around the local climate and | mf is cla i Se A é 
a economy. Settlers were drawn for reasons of vy. ae pe stad |B Oa 

GRETA E. SWENSON, health, fishing, shipping on the “Big Lake,” todig | ™=S##*ee sss) a eae eS 
Northland College brown metal out of the ground or brownstone out , k ' 

of the quarries. They also came to cut down the =, ia Nae 1 am 
virgin pine, to blast pine stumps and create farms, “ ” O ROU ae iar 4 ace. 
or establish businesses to service local industry pga @2SyG() AeMeSOUN | ) jena) ts 
and recreation activities. The South Shore iden- EB be & 1 i Divi 2 bana 
tity only began at the turn of the century and is a a ae oe | a 17 } ie ) 
fledgling compared to most of the state. F & F ae » £ Ie cs Mi oe ey 

European presence along the South Shore gy, Saiaanes ei Ar Tas e ps. Teen 
aiSiovake. Poles: began with voyageurs and missionaries asearlyas Ma EC We tee I 
Hungarians, Croats, Ger- 1659. Settlement of the land and towns, however, 4 SQqpaig. = po SIGS 
mans, Russians and other did not occur until about 1860 to 1920, during the “Sipe see tae RE Sa | 
ethnics tried to work the second large wave of immigration from northern ———— Sea 
soto ve ume fase and southern Europe. People migrated to north- 13 to 18 sawmills, a pulp mill, and a blast furnace. 
State Historical Society western Wisconsin because of the need for labor By World War I, the timber had been “cut 

and raw materials to support the nation’s rapid over” — nothing but stump acreage remained of 
q y industrial expansion. the giant white pine forests. Agricultural settle- 

2 Wisconsin logging camps When Michigan Copper Country mines ment was then actively encouraged by several 
Noe eee United opened in the 1850s and 60s, experienced Finnish agencies, including lumber companies, state gov- 
Photo courtesy of the Wisconsin ‘Miners working in Norway were recruited and ernment, and private land investors. 
State Historical Society imported along with “professional” Cornish min- Then new migrants came to work the land. 

ers. Immigration to the mines increased rapidly. _ Advertisements were published in ethnic language 
When the railroad was built for shipment of ore, newspapers printed in the United States. 
labor migration into the mining areas boomed. Moquah, for instance, was settled through news- 
Immigrants wrote so-called “America letters” to paper advertisements published in Czech and 
family and friends describing the rich opportuni- widely circulated throughout the United States. 
ties and providing an address to which to come. Slovaks and Czech-speaking Bohemians who 

The Cornish and Finns were followed by were working the coal mines in Oklahoma or 
Scandinavians, Italians, Slavs from the Austro- slaughterhouses in Iowa saw an opportunity to 
Hungarian Empire, Germans and several other own their own land and headed north. Others did 
groups. Many had already migrated to North the same: advertisements were also circulated in 
America and were working elsewhere. Some of polish, Hungarian, Croatian, and other 
the Croatians who settled south of Ashland, for languages. 

instance, had been working the silver mines of The boom continued. After strikes in the Min- 
Arizona, or the smelters of Montana. Some of the pesota and Michigan iron mines of 1907, 1913 

early migrants were American-born. Bayfield, and 1917, Finns, Croatians and others left. They 
specifically, was settled in part by a group of moved out to the stump acreage to clear the rub- 

Yankees” from the northeast. : ble left by the lumber companies and establish 
‘When the Gogebic Iron Range mines on the gmajj family dairy farms. 

Wisconsin-Upper Peninsula border opened up 20 A sign from one of Ashland’s early banks 

years after the copper rush, new groups came in. reflects the rich ethnic diversity of those early 
In 1884 those mines were beginning full produc- years: “We can send money to the Old Country” 

tion, and the railroad was completed to the Ash- _ jt proclaims in Swedish, Finnish, Polish, Czech, 
land docks, bringing a boom to Chequamegon German, Hungarian and Russian. These mul- 
Bay. ; A ticultural settlers brought with them their diverse 

_ At the same time, lumber companies were cut- languages, religions, foods and customs. People 
ting the white pine forests to supply building ponded together for mutual support, mingling 
material for the mining operations and the rest of ith their neighbors. 
the rapidly-expanding young nation. In the 1890s, Ethnic societies were formed. Most groups of 
brownstone quarries opened along the South the same language and culture soon established a 
Shore. Work was abundant; the region boomed. church. In Ashland, for instance, Norwegian, 
Ashland, in 1900, had a population of 13,000. Its Danish, Finnish, Swede-Finnish, and English 
waterfront included approximately 11 ore docks, J ytheran churches were formed. 
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aes =p ee «and no Swede, Norwegian, or Finn would be Early miners came from 
ce as ey ke caught celebrating Christmas Eve without Cornwall and Finland. 

ip KF [F" lutefisk. In the grocery Swedish headcheese, or uate CUES ye 
& ~ a al Oe si sylta, may be next to the bologna. In Hurley, and others. 

> —_? - ai, ma, shelves are lined with pasta, and a second-genera- hole courtesy of the Surioeo) 
Ee % ee “if 2 "tion grocer caters to the special needs of Italian "er" Ms" 

Ph a <<) : ee oh, families. 
ae? yy on Ran Community events nearly always involve some 

y SN = es Ay ] sort of ethnic expression. Croatian cabbage rolls 
= f= = i~v ss weft — i ~<S43 at a wedding, or Swedish meatballs at a church 

_ C Nea ae wW S@—% /7 supper. The Swedish Lutheran Church in Ash- 
w Mt VR &274 land celebrates St. Lucia Day before Christmas, 

r F ; Ns. eo) i AG fs and Finnish communities stage Annual Johan- 
4a “Sake Bea \h | ate ; i E 

’ 1 »\ ie he B NII ig, nus, or Midsummer’s, celebrations. 
‘i be le OV REE NCS e However, while the visible landmarks and cus- 
Vy le. ee \ TN \Y we "toms tell about an active ethnic life, it is inside 

Wes lah sib Ne B® \,.5 people's homes — in their kitchens, attics and 
\ \ i) ie TS K E—) daily rituals — that the ethnicity of the region is 

4 hay f eS RS most expressed. 
4 Che, ih eS SS If we peek into the kitchens of Moquah, we will 

“Aes ~— A We. likely find special sweet breads and kolache to 
¥ ne megsee sy : * serve at coffeetime. The Croatians around 

———— | A Sanborn or Benoit are likely to pull something 
. : a : y or | : different out of the freezer when visitors stop in: 

mer tv : oat, strudel made from a distinctive stretch dough. A 
S een | Slovenian at Benoit may serve a rolled walnut 

e Note CUM e cue uaee Dew sbabets Were als0) ~ bread'called “‘potica;” while an Italian in Hurley 
published providing contact with others of the yin) carve MY aidamomicooe. 
same origin throughout the world. People settled Scandinavian-Americans in Iron River, 

mM enclaves for the sae eas ony forming commu- Bayfield, or Washburn may prepare krumkake, 
muss like the Usinat las of Oulu populated by while Polish-Americans on Ashland’s East End 
Finns, and “The Flats” between Hurley and Iron- — gnend a great deal of time and effort making pier- 
wood, Michigan, settled by Italians. ogi for special occasions. 

The cultural diversity of the region’s settlement Food, however, isn’t the only private form of 
days contributed to a rich lore of entertainment. expressing one’s ethnic heritage. In addition to 

Members of the Ashland Swedish Glee Club cele- special kitchen utensils or distinctive spices, we 
brated Midsummer’s Day with a picnic while may find hand embroidery, woodcarving, lace 
Moquah residents formed a Slovak dance group, _ work, weaving, or items of ethnic humor. In the 
and members of the Croatian Fraternal Union South Shore area especially, we may find Finnish 
played tamburitza music in Sanborn. identities hidden away in the basement or the 

Musicians in the various communities traded woods: the ever-present sauna. 
tunes and instruments. Folklorist James Leary Ethnic life in the region stems from the settlers’ 
once described the life of one musician as “Howa_ rich, diverse cultural heritages which have min- 
Pole learned a German tune from a Norwegian _ gled together and adapted to local characteristics. 
accordionist while playing an Italian instrument The result gives Wisconsin’s North Country its 
at a Swede’s tavern.” distinctive regional identity. 9 

Some very public indicators of the current eth- 
nic life in northwestern Wisconsin are visible as - f 
you drive through the region. Last names on Ever take a mailbox tour? ia ay 
storefronts and mailboxes proclaim origins. SS 

oe idea tal a potas sce It’s amazing what those miniature silver barns can tell you. Mailboxes 
ee ears in the South Shore region, for instance, serve as boundary markers for 

Musici ld d till pl the various ethnic enclaves. Drive a bit southwest of Ashland and you'll 
cabana fapraerin Sec ei) ae ga pers gears leat through rows of names ending in “‘-ich.” Further to the west the 

Finnish polkas on Saturday night. In the Bohe- pe ety aoa e Pa ceca Se ae y 
: op the Croatian ‘‘-ich” in favor of a Slovakian ‘‘-ik” or “‘-is.” If you 

ee Cmca ec er Ole Mod nal head due west out of Ashland, you'll enter a forest of Maki’s inter- 
Pe ceca ilenitics Waal ae aa LaiesS Bel spersed with a few of those ee anamaian sons: Johnsons, Swanson. 
vided by a local band, the Polka-Teers. Members rar he“ » or “lunds.” On A hla d’s E tE d. “ ki? 
of this band are of Slovak, Croatian and Polish See ee ee ee eee ae eens en 
descent. Record stores carry current ethnic artists, Meigs, but alters to sky when you sep from the Folish DI locks i 
and local jukeboxes may feature Croatian, Finn- settlement around the Bohemian Hall. You'll even find some “Yankee 

Worl atananmber names and a few Italians spilling over from Hurley. And, of course, 
li? gram oll nian reese Hn WR Madeline Island postmen must read French to deliver their mail. It’s 

CiaEiucleyaile a betareieiti rasarouewiiltbe the European world in a nutshell. So keep track of those mailboxes 
Bree reo mati Fellocike fish. Holi. when you're traveling — they can tell you a lot about the places you 

days are a special time for many ethnic groups, vist 
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ASHLAND, A fe a Se a SEH anne en naeas of his lifetime at the Ashland airport, which is dinavian and central European, with substantial ' ouellies = Mh +. 
’ ~ shland, called “The Garland City of the obs N jepple,. = Seen eneie named the John F. Kennedy airport in honor of —_ elements from other European nations. The life- cere Renee Geel 

PERSPECTIVE Inland Sea” in the early days, has had a OR ADORE AO 6 )) RE ANY, his memory. style is strongly church centered and rests upon The last iron was shipped | 
fascinating, romantic and virile history. < eee AND ) a AY po We would venture that the solid economic solid family values. ; in 1960. 

The first touch of the Christian faith came to % bea BIN: Recaro * ‘ al ; future of the Ashland region in the years ahead It is Our opinion that this area of Northern Connesy a he Sod Olson 

the north central part of the United States \\ A aE he a j will be based on a quadrangle of activities: agri- Wisconsin represents the strength and virtues of 

(2% . through the bay at Ashland in 1665 where the first = A A Ne ee a ee Sa, culture including fruit and berry farming, tourism the American way of life at its very best. Count- 

Fete “Tittle chapel of bark” was built. DAN , TON Se mse ae including the sport of lake trout fishing, reforesta-__ less folks who grew up here come back to spend 

| ya Fur trading with the Indians produced the EK i = eee 3 tion and wood products manufacture, and copper _ their retirement years and countless others who 

x 0/ it area’s first millionaires. The Lewis and Clark and WG C7 EKLY ae Se eels. ante and taconite mining. never knew the exhilaration of our area now come | 
as i 2 ; John Jacob Astor fur trading posts were active Da rsas gins Pavers, Lending Printers Northem Wisconsin The human stock of this area is basically Scan- _ to reside here permanently. 2 eer rae Coollige | 

| Mr here. r Be ea see Socal s tS See ey oor, | 
a 1 aes The city itself has lived through five economic — S35 seis Pete 
JOHN CHAPPLE, For- cycles. The lumber boom caused the first. A dozen =e teat ee eee ee 
mer Editor, Ashland —_ sawmills lined the bay and Ashland was known as 0, - A een Environmental Institute 
Daily Press “the white pine capital of the world.” It was said = ae zzz 0 ee : pn Ws eae 

there was so much white pine it could never be cut SS SSS eS C* packs hh aN pee oN Page a 

The brownstone boom followed in the 18905, = = = id a: 

Shipping of iron ore from four Ashland ore = gg & Seth ee docks was carried on with sometimes ten oreboats 2 ge ee ee ee | Pr Ne an oA mee el 

a day carrying ore to eastern smelters. Taconite ~~ Na Ne ca me ree ie . A M3) ey aly 
from low grade ore ended underground mining in Sen Le fa pall eee Ot eee E ae Prey rainy Ae ¥ NA ne 4 A Ne 

Iron County, Wisconsin, and Gogebic County, y= Is ea Ace een Ey Hh i i t i TEE : e | f RS Michigan, the sources of the ore shipped through 9 == = Ni ae ae Sten TN aes Hd is i Ya aI GIeNB Ri ' \ Rs 2... a 
Ashland. Minnesota handled the taconite. = BAe = \\ aS re Wey Wy i Lunia | ee AN hoe a 

Discovery of the finest high quality black gran- gf, U7 ==\ NS ee goo ae a eee ALLL, i LY ; — joo C ; 
ite in the Mellen, central Ashland County area, ZA if Seu de eee HTESEARGE Tat lenis =v y a Eas i Bh Fon 
developed another boom. This beautiful stone is Ly SS Sa iW Bese ta it ¥ 7 ir a oe : : | 
used on the grave of President John F. Kennedy, =9 “ited SSS Bee Be / i OU Tie \ AY iy ~~ 4 oes = | Ao ‘ 
and in Radio City, New York as wellasonseveral @ Li fii | SS SS SS BG \ i FF ae e aq 3 | f Be 7 : | 
Chicago banks and elsewhere. The American 74 7 Li 4 Ti i Se SS SS SS ae ate Ml say QM eae - ( | 
Black Granite Company was active at Ashland By, TS SS 8 ee En pees a ee r- 
for man b i /, ——— SS) SS SS SS Eee pee a eae : = 

y years, but development of black granite 77/7 WW), 0) ee SSS SS SS : es ae Sram, 
facing and other construction changes destroyed Wy ff le a Sree ae eS TS 
the market. WY y _pemseusstarens====a! ‘tae moe _———————4 ————_— LL >~_>E~DBhDh9OEaSESESESS SS SSS Se haan ralanhid = | 

Prior to granite development, the Ashland Iron = ea. ee OBR CORE | 
and Steel Company was a principal local industry, if shlie ; ; 
its charcoal ea being of ise eae But ae is looked upon as a worthwhile activity in Ash- EL he folklore of Northern Wisconsin is doubt- ae vat oe i sata on 
the Bessemer steel process came in, it ended the _ land’s future. less a vast and under-researched subject. settled in the south shore area have kept alive 

superiority of the Ashland product and the plant Further tourism development will be a sub- Folklore 1S always related to the people, or the i eit old: traditions of SOD Beery. ue habits of "| 
eventually closed. stantial factor in growth of the Ashland area. folk, who live or have lived ina particular place or life. One group has established the National Finn- fo 

A flurry of copper mining and exploration There are now four large functioning marinas, section. In the case of Northern Wisconsin such ish American Festival which presents at Kimball, ie Z | 

took place at the turn of the century. Although one at Washburn, one at Port Superior between people include the Indians who made the ue alse pcan Hurley, Songs, tales and dances typical ofthe f fe F | 
nothing of substantial importance developed, Washburn and Bayfield, one at Bayfield and one and established their own kinds of lore, agricul- old country...mingled with their memories of the ee Ws | 

copper mining remains a strong possibility for the on Madeline Island. A large marina at Ashland is ture and trade; the landlookers (or beak Lee ete imine al f the K ky folk “2 A ) 
future because of the strata of copper ores stretch-_ in prospect. ers) who estimated the stands of white pine for the so remaining is a flavor of the Kentucky fo a 

ing from the White Pine copper mine in Michigan The economic foundation of Ashland right advent of the lumbermen with their ay lumber.) who-drifted into the North during the timbering : 
across Wisconsin into northern Minnesota. now is based on agriculture, tourism, paper prod- camps; the settlers who came to inhabit the cut- te and who Hed Decome aa neoe set: OBERT E. GARD 

Agriculture has been the one substantial ucts and wood products. over and slashed lands left by the removal of the tlers in parts of the white pine sty _ ng 

growth without a fatal economic reaction. In the The early history and folklore is unique. At one white pine; the miners and the commercial = a brought Loki a i — c, 
early 1900s, the Ashland branch Experiment Sta- _ time it was hoped to dig a ship canal from Fish sl fishermen. ft thei fl f folkl BOS a i eaitePe eee ie a y es esi oe 
tion helped immigrant and native farmers develop Creek at Ashland to the Namekagon and St. Lumberjacks left their own flavor of folklore somewhat like a breath of Elizabethan England. 
substantial dairy farms. Croix Rivers to the Mississippi, making Ashland and now their tales and songs are still being col- Many Norwegians, Swedes and down-east 

The two prominent employers of labor at Ash- the hub of foreign traffic into the heart of lected. The ancient Indian lore still exists in the Yankees from Maine and other eastern states 

land today are the James River Paper Company, America. Buffalo Bill presided here in the 1890s at 7 many toads which follow ae ae aS Se . ao bi v pinata Sea bie ; 
producing a product with worldwide use, and the _ historic get together of the Chippewa and Sioux and in the existing customs still practiced to an make homes in the North. ad | thin oe a 
Louisiana Pacific Corporation, producing rough Indians. President Calvin Coolidge made an extent by the Indians who live in the North. Also, these people with strong ethnic origins and fo 

lumber bolts. extended visit to the region in the 1920s, viewing the bes ara tee ie oe cle of the heart of Northern Wis- : 
: : peas : : : some of suc’ i 

eee Sn aa Sen ie ene a ee were sturdy folk who came from Europe, from Doubtless, the best known and still living 

ing plants. A broad program of reforestation such The late President John F. Kennedy flew here other parts of Wisconsin, and from the Middle Northern Wisconsin folk tradition stems from the 
as was carried on by the CCC camps in the 1930s and endorsed making the Apostle Islands a West and eastern parts of America. They kept lumberjack era. Most of the tales have something 

national lakeshore, giving one of the last speeches many customs and traditions of the places from __ to do with the progress of logging. Itinerant sing- 
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5 =a Paes x =, iad a a 

Ve — =— * as po * rie Cea 
vi o REN Se * ers) or from the side. A tick of straw or just 

| ees —" 2 = SY 468) = boughs laid on bare poles was his bed. 
RICE S Fé fads A “i = Food in the camp was excellent, plentiful, 

IOS dod La WR Be hearty and tasty. It was essential that the camp 
BER 4 « eas S x ETS A cooks be able to turn out meals rapidly that the 

S 2 ee \ ; gms . men enjoyed. Food was the hub of a successful 
{ &. ae y \y WA OA lumbering operation. Tea was preferred to coffee 

\) Fa | 4. TN Wr, Meal OS because strong tea was said to be a more hearten- 
ye) & 'y y Vy ing drink for the extremely cold weather. The 

he yl Ny | up camp cooks made vast numbers of pies, and 
RED \\ q Wg ; always doughnuts. Noon meals were very often 

ay," a7 Ae a aes a brought to the men where they were working on 
See as Sper ie, R=  sleighs to save time. 
ee PS ee eal al _ ps The lumberjack had a language all his own. It 

SS” —— LD. pe oF lt Dts. | || sheen «= was a man’s language because only men were 
SSS ee Se SS ki = involved in the timber work. L. G. Sorden, 

i authority on lumberjack words, said that he Paul Bunyan’s camp was ers made their way from lumber camp to lumber Believed the lumbenai le erase Greseiio wade 

BO mes hom net, camp, often creating original songs about the the four-letter word opular. While the men in the 40 miles from Rhinelander. Work of the pinery boy and the raftsman. Such a Popa Stories about Paul, his ea ; os camps were of many nationalities, they became a 
blue ox, and crew of ballad as “The Little Brown Bulls created De group with characteristics different from any lumberjacks can still be traveling singer for camp entertainment, recited a Giher working erous Amen 
collected in the North. great log-skidding contest between Bull Gordon, Traditionalte ‘ie explons of PGeBanvan 

the Yank from Maine, who drove a team of “little weretmuch ie aca Wacesex lumber Sines 

Pee eos . oe ea Bunyan (a true mythical folklore character 

forget a ballad so indigenous and so descriptive of oa - Do aes 
the work patterns of the men in the lumber camps. performed unbelievable feats of strength and 

Pnat 8 ete) a ae oes humor. Bunyan stories may still be collected in 
Nich eoee ee eae oe parts of the North, though the lure of such a char- 

beast, and the ultimate victory of the small, sturdy acter devoted to marvelous inventions and rapid 
ia Bs Ne ne Nie See timber cutting has faded with the industry. Gene 

Steers made admirable story telling as well as Shepard of Rhinelander, a timber cruiser and 
Siieile. ‘ landlooker, claimed to have invented Paul Patterns of camp entertainment after the work Bunyan and said that he knew where Paul’s camp 

was done — Saturday nights and Sunday, atten was located...on the Onion River, about ‘40 
Jo Loa cea ae. mage 7 ae ee ar miles” from Rhinelander. Shepard himself added 
Ko ee oe eee es ee Ee much to Northern folklore with his practical jokes the exception of the itinerant singer who might and his creation of “The Hodag,” fabulous 

| drop in, included songs popular in the day, an horned animal of te dee reocde : 
I ‘ occasional ballad such as the “Little Brown Most of teenunyan Sn took place at 

ae hae an ae a Boye ti rough ae Round River. There, Bunyan and his spectacular 
Z 2 ee ee Mors © ] Une seee . - mish cre labored all one winter to clear the pine from 

aed eee ee ene ee woe ee a single forty. It was a most peculiar forty, shaped 
es P.) dancing partners, and a “Deacon’s Seat (split like a pyramid, with heavy timber growth on all 

2 = a ee 1 arn oe pea we ee ee ae As sides. One of the lumberjacks with a short leg 
» ee S Loe) cates ls was at ao 3 : Ag a i allegedly got his abbreviated limb from working 

ey 0 a8 | Se ee eee ee Ue aay all winter on one side of the pyramid. This earned z x , the lumberjack sometimes described himself 4S” “him thenanie ob Rockin Here wire mica 

& OP Neorg ene interested : a in ee gle forty Paul harvested one hundred million feet 
ihe ee ae pee Wile mas <o & ae eee of pine, and in the spring they started it 
pe Poe : < me re Humbe downriver. It wasn’t until they had passed their 
oc ag Cea a ae as EEC Us old camp several times that they realized the river i extreme. Body lice plagued him. Bedbugs dand had tlet . 

= jul d d down upon him from the bunk above. “@STOoune ane had’ no outlet. i / ( The ae P. 1 fi iesed Bunyan’s crew was divided into three groups. 
2 le Wor IDE A OULS WOES DONE, story cau ese Ca ae ne gang was always going to work, one was : 

~ when the Gabriel (along tin horn ora tilangle coming from work and one was at work. Seven 
SN _ tron ae ee : pe pepe ve a i) — lumberjacks with wheelbarrows were kept mighty 

The Hodag is a hairy Pay uel ee ay! i. = + hon busy hauling prune stones away from camp. monster seven-feet long blasted him awake. He slept in a bunkhouse’ nes were kaiown as “Logging Berries.” 
Boa ioiyinchestallt which was extremely odorous at night with aro- Allin all, Northern Wisconsin has a marvelous ue Se a Gene mas from wet socks and clothing drying on rafters folklore and come OF ihetiecnot L sprung from epard who put it to ; i ‘ x Z 
sleep with a chloroform- OF leant ee sues Aelothi ble cutting the greatest stands of white pine timber in 
soaked sponge tied to the Sundays De BCE ao ee, Casta te Ola an Mayme Paul Bunyan will live as long as there end of a thirty-foot long kets to get rid of lice. Bunks were made to be are these 9 
bamboo pole. entered either from the end (called muzzle-load- 
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—— ae ‘ as ys ge Pon up ee ¢ FOR THE mw 
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i eine spose sr industrial pastures, but it was too late. A mystique had ‘ 
Mii, 1 hold o ‘me. “Up North” meant lumber woods, trappers, deer 

_ hunters—endless forests, streams roaring with white water, blue ranges 
of hills. There were bear there, and rumors of wolves. My grandmother, + 
a little girl out of Montreal in the 70’s spoke of bands of Indians with 
their goods packed on ponies. What a contrast to my smokestack soci- ¥ ’ 
ety where men clumped stolidly across mill bridge each morning and fi ad 
faded into the factory . . . day in and day out. eee 

Mystique and reality—one might say both are real enough. Waters; bes ‘ 
still roar white in the North, and Thunder mountain will always silhou- ~ ams 
ette the sky. There are now more deer than ever, and bear, and once 1 FROY LINTEREUR 
again there are rumors of wolves. Above all, there are more people. The 
mystique remains but the reality is—we are killing the North. 

COO SmI NM Beh CoM elem Le CO tea MCL CMO Lan Tm nag 
become carnivals of careening, racing motor boats; still winter nights 
shattered by snowmobiles; woods roads torn and tortured by Four 
Wheel Drives that can go just about anywhere, including that marsh up 
ahead; quiet woodland trails, suddenly a course for begoggled young- 
sters tearing along on dirt bikes. Watch the TV ads if you would see 
how you too can tear up a landscape. 

Wilderness! The very word has a sense of mystery to it, and its defini- 
tion has become the subject of bitter controversy. But, we all agree— 
northern Wisconsin is more wild than the south, a fact sunk deep into 
our Badger psyche. Or perhaps it’s better if we face modern reality—it 
was more wild. Our need, our desire, our sheer love for the North is 
such that it is vanishing, fading, perhaps, forever. Those lovely little 
sandroads are being blacktopped—speedways where cars flash through 
the forest at the limit. Scrub oak forests, once without economic value 
are laced with lines of mobile homes and trailers. Freezeout ponds, that 
no one thought of developing are now getting their quota of cottages. 
Rage nies as blame ihc 
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THE NORTH B ack in the 1920s at Chetek, we hitched our dispensaries guide the way into cities like Rhine- 

ENDURES tides to school on the runners of bobsleds _ lander, Marinette or Rice Lake that have grown 
and rural mail carriers replaced the front wheels out of the woods to become thriving trade centers. 
of their new-fangled Model A’s with skis to nego- _ Overall, more people earn their livelihood provid- 

CO tiate unplowed gravel roads before the true snow- _ ing retail and other services than at manufactur- 
a mobile came along to revolutionize wintertime ing jobs. 

s este | travel in open spaces. The North is vast in midwestern open space 
uo x By Time has resolutely altered the mechanics of _ terms. It amounts to better than 20 acres of elbow 

rn Bi living in the 10-million acres of Wisconsin fondly room for each of its natives, though they are often 
2 ee known as The North. roundly outnumbered by summering transients 

ES Bee Not the spirit, though! i Be ae wintering ones, too — in pur- 

Tene er There still exists an image of relaxed, indepen- Su!t of space to relax. 
ee dent lifestyle at the “edge of wilderness” that Everyone in North America could comfortably 

i See es prompts Robert Gard to notice that “something lay down on Oneida County’s 700,000 acres with- 
ts ; happens to me when I go into northern ut getting wet in its 75,000 acres of water. 

oe Wisconsin.” Most people live in the predominantly rural 
is Hurley, catering now to fishermen and skiers, North by choice, although for many it means 

is far from the sin city Edna Ferber incorporated _ being relatively poor by big city standards. Mix- 
into her lusty novel of lumber baron years, ing jobs to subsist is not uncommon. 
“Come and Get It.” Savagely reaped ina few turn-of-the-century 

Nearby Saxon is little altered from 20 years decades to build the nation’s cities, then left with 

ago when it was chosen as a movie location millions of smouldering cutover acres, mostly 
because it still retained its 1920s visage. inhospitable to farming, the forests, now on their 

However, motels, supermarkets and fast food third and fourth regrowths, have been a mainstay 
of an environmental economy. 
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There are more trees now 
than there ever were. 
DNR is working on a larch 
hybrid, high in cellulose. 
Photo by Ken Wardius 
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There are more trees now than there ever were. Back when the North was at its lowest ebb, 
After the fires died out in the 1930s, planting with acre upon acre of cutover, burned-over and 

seedlings became part of the gospel of keeping poorly farmed land on delinquent tax rolls, the 
Wisconsin green after a halting start. need to fashion a new future was obvious. 

Mully Taylor recalls having to bribe lumberjacks In 1933, Oneida County took the initiative and 
with barrels of beer to join the Trees for adopted the first rural zoning ordinance in the 

Tomorrow effort they thought to be a silly waste United States. 
of time. The North has always been remote from major 

Even a forest mantle changes. markets for its goods and by-passed by major rail- 

White pine is largely 1890 to 1910 history. roads and highways. F a 
Aspen, jackpine and easily planted red pine took _ When President John F. Kennedy paid a visit 
its place. While the Menominee Indians and the!” the 1960s, he found it still economically dis- 

Goodman and Conner companies have conserved _tTessed and laid the groundwork for a federal- 
classic stands of hardwoods, the wave of the state-local partnership to do something about it. 

future may be larch and fast growing hybrids. es E _ 

Department of Natural Resources nurseries oA Pipa ra a ote oe tae pee 
have developed a crossbreed of European and Vane Fe Ee CR OEP ge SE a> ; 
Japanese larch to begin transplanting next spring. Stare ary } ES RO ED Oe ee ee Teil 
Larch has needles like pine, but sheds them, >= J ; Pt te By ts BT oY TA NaS 
avoiding the threat of fast-spreading crown fires. To. ( Spy i lee: be SW ya a ka Dy <5 
More important, it is high in cellulose fiber that “iy'Monsiaouay’ /f ey ee at @ aes 
produces the top quality paper for which Wiscon- ) mn i) Pa ae r py 7) tame 
sin mills are famed. { at i> bi r Ce € 2 Ls re 

Wisconsin’s share of the rich iron ores was first nak. 1) Ow es ALC ‘ Les ae -F- € 
found in 1872 in the Penokee Gap of the Gogebic A> Pale am DG ae i Stn i a: 
highlands that jut into Michigan. But for years it , vy eet x ] hee 
has been deemed no longer economic to extract. N it \ v 2. i sf 
Other mines closed near Florence. kb 2. re 4 SAN re 

eae economic opportunity is visualized in z tj DAG 5 AS eS Ri A 
sulfides of zinc and copper in Forest and Rusk 7 - i eee 
Counties. Mining, even if environmental argu- ~) or PO a a 2 
ments are resolved, is at least a decade away. s. ee : mT hx 

But the potential is tempting. The 70-million ee 7 ae he nd Tl nak 
tons of zinc-copper ore estimated in the Crandon ' ye Ss Ee $ 
deposit are only a fraction less than the total ton- Uw Ae ) 
nage dug from all the Gogebic and Florence iron pe, ap id, i | isi : 

mines from 1886 until the last one closed in the : si : 
1960s. 

The North has many faces and voices. Through what later evolved into the Upper _ In the 1960s, President 
“Life in Rhinelander is different from life in | Great Lakes Regional Commission, federal agen- John F. Kennedy visited 

Superior,” one observer points out. “Not every- cies funneled several hundred assistance grants. es eae 
thing that is true about Mellen happens in These improved airports and roads, provided Be is the full employment 
Laona.” sewer and water for industrial parks, trained of both the natural and 

The North is not all trees and tourists or saw __ workers for new occupations, pointed out ways to human resources which 
mills and paper plants. farm at the forest edge and promoted tourism. "'S sre Se 

Commercial fishing is recovering from the Unfortunately, the Reagan administration has Pyeeuncance: 
invasion of the sea lamprey that depleted Lake _ seen fit to drop the program. 
Superior and Green Bay trout. Superior appears “In spite of abuses,” says Harold C. Jordahl, 
to have a bright future transshipping coal, grain _ regional planning specialist at the University of 
and taconite from western mines and fields. Cran- | Wisconsin Extension, “the renewable resources 
berry culture is expanding in bogs from Eagle have shown a remarkable ability to recover.” 
River to Hayward. Jordahl sees two advantages for the future — 

Even with a short growing season, farming is _ total growth will be slow, giving time to plan — 
significant. Iron County may have less than 100 —_ and resources are diverse so the North need not 
farmers and Vilas not many more, butsome of the depend solely on mining, forestry, farming or 
finest potatoes and vegetables are grown around _ fishing. Fortunately also, new laws today protect 
Spooner and Antigo. Irrigation can be expected _ the environment against boom and bust as well as 
to improve them. One of the state’s largest milk _ pollution. 
processing plants is on the river at Jim Falls. And So the optimism of the North is well founded. 
Barron turkeys are widely known. It has many distinct resources to help its people. 

At the headwaters of prestigious rivers — __ Indians, fur traders, lumberjacks, their baron 
Brule, St. Croix, Wisconsin, Wolf, Oconto, Pesh- bosses, farmers, speculators, miners, hunters, 
tigo — it is not surprising that major industries anglers, cottagers, resort owners and tourists all 
include the manufacture of boats, fishing rods testify that the North will endure. It is a good 
and flies and mobile homes. country and will get better. 9 
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A PERSONAL A : : 7 
very special and necessary reason for our increased quantities of waste, pressure for better 

ACCOUNT residence in northern Wisconsin is the fact roads, and for utility services to which the new- 
that my wife, as long as I can remember, has comers are accustomed. None of these contribute 
wanted to live there. Not just “there” but specifi- to the longevity of the qualities which drew these 
cally in the vicinity of Three Lakes in Oneida people here in the first place. 
County. At the same time, recreational visitors, drawn 

My wife and I are natives of St. Louis—‘“‘born by promotional efforts of the Division of Tour- 
and bred” as the saying goes. She has had the ism, Chamber of Commerce and others, also 
advantage of spending all her summers here since _ bring problems which must be recognized. There 
infancy, as the daughter of the founder-directors is no such thing as a “free” lunch. A recent state- 
of a camp for girls established in 1921. My intro- sponsored survey shows that the woods, water 
duction to the area came some 30-odd years later. _ and wildlife in this area continue to be, by far, the 

FRANK 8. NIEDNER, We became permanent residents in 1978, and dis- most important attractions for vacationers. Unre- 
Waterfront missed from our minds the St. Louis flower gar- _ strained promotions involving activities which are 
Homeowners Assn., den and all those leaves. Since then we have foreign to the natural qualities of the region, and 
Three Lakes learned that what we arranged was the swap ofa probably of short economic life, are suspect. The 

riding mower and an assortment of rakes and visitors who come primarily because of this type 
other garden tools for a snow-blower and a__ of recreation have shown the order of their priori- 
couple of pairs of snow-shoes. It has also become _ ties, and it is not the same as that of the majority. 

For people in business, apparent that savings in the cost of air-condition- eae Y Sas ERs Sa 
the area's natural qualities ing just about cover the increase in the cost of jg ef WA ae hee 
are as much a part of feats wee, Wee ly eee Ch Ae eee 
felt capital es Me The “script” for our emigration to northern }eewe@ag aru od MLM Se e provements in their shops. J : Ne eS EN ». 
UW-Extension photo Wisconsin was written years ago. Many couples | pe es 

performed it long before we did. In recent years eee Ber Se a 
their numbers have been growing. All indications iam : 

are that they will continue to do so. 7 eer a # sl 
The absorption of significant numbers of such a ra ae a. ‘ \"t A 

mel veges eablepae.torm of Ralemmal 0) OA ae 
2 JF. os Dae Uae EE 4 

@ i Ea The average annual eee oo De a — ij 
snowfall in the North im] Fo «45h | Ft oe The proprietor of a tourist-based business and 

eee ron OOOO ee og ope Yio; the home owner who resides here by choice, as 
: Se (aye call “ewe C7 well as the owner of property used for personal 

Every winter there are 35 P= Ly oO l| ‘_//° recreation, all have a stake in the preservation of 
: to 50 days in which the ear Ey PRET EZ the natural qualities of the area. For the business- 

aneeinoiat Bee Lay rd OO TT A man those qualities are as much a part of his capi- 
Spe at ee Lt ROS eH tal as the physical improvements on his business 

TINEA” ae TH premises. For the homeowner, and owner of rec- 
mena ___reational property, they were a major considera- 

j NY u SS 1@) ALT | A hy, e U2 y tion in his decision to invest here, and are therefor 
Hae: ay | ~ ee LA] VE) LAS part of his “capital” as well. Each should be con- 

oh AE eA - Wi 2 EY cerned with the long-range outlook for those 
Bee ene oui Pe ge at qualities. Their preservation cannot be achieved 
; ROAR sop (Ph Poaceae or RA a ‘ coe . 
Phu Pe R ee ey VN without effort, and in this instance, most certainly 

eee ae 7 BB ee Be ees ae will not be achieved without serious cooperation 
4 | Poy: eel ee Be G oe among all the parties concerned. 
Re Ve  —_ ae There will be differences of opinion within any 

: 4. “= OT IN ps group of people on almost any issue of common 
ee AS a cap Ya concern. It is also a fact that “where everyone 
Se Se a Oe thinks alike, no one thinks very much.” What is 
= \ etapa ee = at stake here requires the best possible thought 

. ee Se =S from all those who are involved. Our best efforts 
: — ee Paes may not be adequate. Few will argue that the 

foe zs woods, water and wildlife of the region are what 
i Yel = they were 60 years ago, and that is a time well 
bs et ane within the memory of many. Nevertheless, what 

7 a anual . they are now is all we have. There is no guarantee 
ae that efforts to preserve them will succeed, but if 

: Z er we do not commit ourselves to the effort, we can 

ee a ee be certain they will disappear for good. No one 
pee eenees SEU e casa pee dell has yet been able to reproduce “‘real-estate”’ like 
Photo by Ken Wardius this. Think about it. 9 
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G overnment copes with problems like most : i GOVERNMENT 

of the rest of us. It does the best it can and ¢ 
tries very hard to avoid unpopular reactions. pi 

: In my experience of 3% decades I have found - ao 
government in northern Wisconsin is for the most z \ > 3 
part, nonpartisan. The simple fact is that we can’t big \ \ 4 ~ 
afford to be partisan in the North because we ees | | 

don’t have the numbers behind us. Therefore we eee oo 8. 3 > 
try to avoid conflict and try to reach compromise te Wat < f° 
with our southern neighbors. I believe this rick: Ye Stet ah 3 

approach applies to counties and local govern- Ge : = 
ments as well. We try to do things by consensus in al { i ' 3gig—q © CLIFFORD “TINY - ma a 
the North and work our problems out witha min- Ro oo iD in| |) Ir KRUEGER, Retired 
imum of hard feelings and bitterness. . LSE t en eae State Senator 

On the question of taxes I think the major aes te nS A SS. 
problem the North faces is the problem of a false PSS BC cere : 
impression. Our southern neighbors have miscon- cease ein <P eee 5 pe rg 
ceptions that high property values equal personal jas Sie : ian 
wealth. As a result of this, the state funding FREE a) Sea 
formula has been “triggered” to reduce state aid RS Pe toa f4 
payments to high property value areas. Property jim 
values in the north are high, but they mask the ss 
fact that many of the people who live on them are < 
poor or elderly with fixed incomes. r eg 

We in the North feel this acutely in the school ri at us ihc Etc ee mm 
aid formula and to a lesser but still serious extent, _ }\\" AM ae he ers 4 oy 
in the transportation and shared revenue formula.  iyn.4h u% beta (i AR ne eA ae 

Another problem in the tax area is that large ws » 044 NOE yi ave AAS Pe, Mar : 
areas of the North are not available to local gov- as | Pie a ar ea ea A, 
ernments because the land is tax exempt. Both  mmenuABUGA Gis Silo S SEDs A512) Sau 
state and national forests make up the largest of 
these properties. While both state and federal 
governments have tried to reimburse us for this 
lost tax base, the reimbursements have not kept 

pace with inflation and the demand for more ciated with the local level of government. In 
services. recent years counties have been the focal point in 

Another problem facing government, one it dealing with the mentally ill and the developmen- 
shares with the rest of society, is a reluctance to . tally disabled, social service programs, transpor- 
plan for the long term. The preoccupation of tation planning, and most recently solid waste 
elected officials with winning reelection has the disposal. I expect both of these trends to continue 
same impact that the preoccupation most manag- _ in the foreseeable future. 
ers have with showing a quick profit. We look These trends do not guarantee, however, that 
only for the immediate benefits and shy away government absolutely decides issues. Sometimes 
from the long term investments that pay divi- government actually fails to lead until a crisis 
dends in the distant future. forces a response. The recent legislation on 

Another obstacle to long term planning is that | Unemployment Compensation is a good example 
we have a decentralized economy involving many _ of this. The state got involved very reluctantly 
small businesses and decision makers. This makes _ after labor and business representatives could not 
it difficult to agree on what should be the best reach an agreement. Even then the state acted 
course of action. The process of negotiating and _ only with the threat of federal preemption hang- 
obtaining agreement from so many participants ing over its head. The result is a revision of the 
sometimes makes hard decisions even harder to unemployment laws that will probably serve the 
make. state until another crisis comes up. 

In terms of who makes decisions in govern- In conclusion, I think it is fair to say that gov- 
ment these days, I think there are two trends ernment in the North will be effective, and will 
worth noting. The first is in a steady and uninter- _ face the same social and political realities as gov- 
rupted concentration of power in the executive ernment in the rest of the state. In most cases it 
branch of government. The heads of the large will respond in a way similar to our southern 
state agencies have more and more authority to _ neighbors. It will, however, retain a style that is 
make policies we must live with. They also are _ less partisan and less centralized in it’s decision 
able to command the resources of vast tax dollars making than that found in urban areas. I also 
to run the bureaucracies and to guide public remain confident that the government of the 
opinion. future will be as effective in meeting our needs and 

The second trend is the growing importance of _ remaining faithful to our progressive tradition as 
counties in administering programs usually asso- __ it has been in the past. Q 
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TIME IS OUR N eee Wisconsin is more closely linked Mining will be the major sector of economic 
ALLY to its natural resources than any other re- growth in the region during the next 50 years. 

gion in the state. Whether it begins during the 1980s or later it can 

Its economy, culture and recreation all depend be expected to add many jobs and raise many 
on the health and bounty of its natural assets, dUcStons about its impact on the environment. 4 
Because of this, DNR playsa very largeroleinthe _,. The immediate questions revolve around the 
lives of Northwoods residents. Gov. Anthony direct impact of base metal mining on ecosystems. 

= Earl once said when he was DNR secretary that in DIS Connon local officials and 
. Northern Wisconsin the Department is state gov- Indian tribes negotiated with industry representa- 

eniient He wasntltae otf tives during the last five years to develop the 

{ \ Since the future of the region will be closely Present eet voce but te 
\ tied to the resource base DNR will playa maior versial. Residents fear the dangers of groundwater 

: ee : ’ 5 pollution from tailings ponds and surface water 
ROCKY BARKER, role in shaping that future whether it wants to or pollution from diversion. They also worry about 
Managing Editor, not. wees : ; 

: : air and noise pollution. 
Rhinelander Today the Northern Wisconsin economy Moreover. the Sokeasen’ Chippewa Commie 
Daily News revolves around agriculture, tourism and the : ce Bt PE A 

Noatl mubisiay Gk) ainiie, Gen eae an nity has discovered a major copper-zinc deposit 

other lake-related activities such as water diver- doiibere ove ee eo 

eee oe have the probable major resource in the ground which amplifies the feel- 
Nitiven Ainericanen, particularly Chippewas ings of most Northwoods residents. They lean to 

have shaped the past and will also alter the future. eile ena OSD ceo CaS 
Since the early 70s when Indians began asserting ee Hee a oS th Resi 
the rights handed down by treaties, tribes have BE Ae AS OS Osh ees 
taken more responsibility over the lands and where there will be mines in the future. Geologists 
waters onthe Nonh say that smaller deposits usually outnumber the 

The 1972 State Supreme Court decision in the DOr bodies and many firms are expioune the 
Wisconsin vs. Richard Gurnoe case, which reaf- 8!0P for both base metals and uranium. The 
firmed the rights of Chippewa to fish throughout seas aa aa pee smaller mines. dab h 
Lake Superior was the first step. The most recent Se ee ere Cour one 
and potentially far-reaching is the State vs. long-term social and eS impacts of mining. 
Lac Court Oreilles case in which a U.S. appeals Older residents remember the iron mining days of 

court ruled that Chippewa have the right to hunt, eee a cae when the mines quickly 
fish and gather wild rice on public lands through-  °P&N&¢ anc Closed. : 
UOT Lee Ceonent In Iron and Ashland counties only abandoned 

While this case remains in litigation, DNR has °T¢ docks and mine shafts were left to tell that 

already begun sitting down with Chippewa lead- Prosperity had once reigned, fueled by hemitite 
ers to negotiate on natural resource decisions. An 224 wood. This boomtown effect is very much on 
agreement reached between Chippewas the minds of residents today who fear that for a 
sportsmen and the state over fishing on Take few short-term benefits they will lose control over 

Superior keeps hopes alive that a state-tribal rela- their lives and face new pressures. i 
tionship which recognizes tribal sovereignty can Fortunately, growth so far has been relatively 

Nonsport fish will be the Fotect the resources so jimportant to both. SOW ovine the repion time to:plan for theantlux 
mainstay of the commer- iD Pp : . Sie fishon groups. of new residents, new money and what to do when 

Photo by B He Hoffman the ore peters out. How well it carries out the 

plans will tell how well the region survives. 
, 7 * { The effort to meet international demand for 
P ; forest products already has become controversial 

Pi 4 in the North. Conversion from less economic spe- 
é Li cies such as aspen to higher value species such as 

# ‘4 te ; > red pine has raised fears about the loss of habitat 
5 Le) y Bea] diversity. Chemical spraying necessary for this 

ee , Af effort is unpopular. 
4 s b , Foresters must balance the desire for aesthetic 

- 5 . beauty to the need for productivity. Clear cutting, 
ff SF EJ } ‘ a practice considered important for aspen in par- 

P ( r J ticular has been criticized by environmentalists as 
‘ "A ; f ay | unwise and unattractive. 

i A\ ee \ r ri Tourism, an important part of the region’s 

r r is = (Y eae... economy, depends on untrammeled natural quali- 

a Pa F Is a i “a “A ties to attract visitors. Its proponents are among 
> “= r 3 = 1\\ t “ J the North’s strongest defenders of environmental 

. = . e " a) een kk a quality. Tourism’s success has also led to 
Me : ca ¥ bel, * el F increased second home development. This has 

a Ee. iad , < Sg , we had and will continue to have a major impact on 
. - = = ~ the region. 
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r | Mining, tourism and the 
zs wood industry are sure to 

bring increased 
development. 
Photo by Eleanor Jones 
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IRS eke ee, 

yy oR Ss lt 

The increasing number of people who use the De 
state’s resources is causing conflicts between boat- a 
ers, fishermen and landowners. This has been very : ' 

apparent on the Brule River in Douglas County h rac ! 
where fishermen, landowners and canoeists have . q ] : 

been pitted against tubers over use of a classic a a it 
Northwoods stream. Water skiers and fishermen ya 3 » aaah ia ! 
also clash on many Northern Lakes as numbers of we 2] Gowei 8 PES ete -e - Lf La cal 
both increase. pes’ / yal Pe: eg PLP Te BaD a eae 7 i 

Commercial fishing remains important on aE fi Ee re > & 
Lake Superior even though it has dropped from a . 
its peak in the 1940s. The catch of sport fish has rn ar 
brought conflict with sports anglers who worry i tears - = 
about the impact on fish stocks. Commercial fish- ‘ ! — 
ing, however, will certainly continue inits present [yyw "pe . 

form through the Indian fishery which is guaran- a G ae oe 
teed by treaty rights. The state licensed commer- Saleh | — Sed 
cial fishery, however, will move more into oe 
utilization of non-sport fish such as smelt, sucker Tourism depends on un- 

and other species that can still provide a tasty and trammeled natural qualities 

bountiful meal eer 
The most important resource of Northern Wis- photo 

consin is its people and their numbers are grow- 
ing. The trend since the 1920s had been a gradual 
drop in population until the 1970s. At that time 
the rural exodus turned the trend around. This 
growth will continue into the future as the 
region’s natural beauty and attractive lifestyle 
lure new residents. 

Fortunately those lured to the region by its 
natural attributes share the love of nature and the 
desire for its protection with long-term residents. 
Together old and new are lucky that growth in the 
region takes time because of its remoteness, and 
distance from major economic centers. This extra 
time will give residents a chance to plan so that 
the resources they and the North depend on 
remain safe for their children and grandchildren. 
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CTS , or ee ae B “ 

en, eg >. 
ee ae a eS 4S em ar - 

a ney © gl ey SS ty Be nS EY 
ee ges a a yee? gx om Oe fs: a ; i 

4 EA: A 2s ee Lg ng . pee myer . 
iv ae A ost Tve pent a lotof tiie ponderi ng, “past and futur e; for I am 

a | eee fw y had T'recently ae orthern neither the first nor the lost ; 
r 2 ‘4 Wiscons' 2 afte - havine Ieee ent eiithe past oe a a et oe 4 Fc 

A ‘oe 4 ah he “TAVARES, te ain as n ey e the good fortune 

4 3s 220 the: west, Ig, Aaya Maromung)? © spending time in the North, | 
f rm, Bae 1S teasons seem 10 be variations around one woods. 9 8 Tae rs 

ix. £3 tral theme — the lure of the Northwoods is When I take a moment to look 

| ERATE is ineio remember vhenand how my fas. cme from the arth — without exep= 
IEFF KNUDSEN Bo ee eG ee el ee MA ae i SS bon ee ae 

5 email ewe pean e sts of ta Wisconsin Kon ee g at my phic self Lan 

ee ee a Fc ainda ee Apind ed that I, too, am dir otly tied to 
. Pete ns F memories of our once-a-year early-morning this earth through the food I eat Stith: a 

i . Cane Pe enc one week ge EN tae po SEnS : 
eo Se. ebe peeos tain Mah or game naa! One 3 eck water I drink. I feel fortunate to be, quite 

eas a onions Lon PRS ns a literally, so much a part of tt eNorth ¥ 
Ca aes 4 om That | st evening, when, after the excitement “Tcherish few things more than a day in tig * 

(BBD cigerorineiic ts crctingap cane ad urtons. Meme fecal ei 
PM 4 . oa side ‘ve finaly ba time to allow our sens es _snimas, pais and sory make a da in esi 
os Pet Se e a akin the essence of the North. The eoo) night "no thern, Wisconsin special: Its solitude offers the ~ 

Fa ee. a pair, /ne eee nS, agrance of pine, the distant much-n eeded opportunity to be alone w Eran ach ‘ 
ee Le . drone of a motorboat, or perh the quavering _ I think Terie RR Ort aa eo! ¥ a 

gat Ee BC Pca oe SP LOrD OE 00 Berens. ie GUE ne are gs ee SES Ie accept 

Z ‘ ; were “up north foe eee Ve a observing and exploring, perhaps can.once 
~ ; et OE one et Rey re ee *P ES PETA Dee CanOnCe 

FT winter i the North to bea particularly” again se the magic of the Northwoods 38st 
acy lg ; exciting time of year for this is the time of year » seen th Nini ihe Eyes a tNdO eae c8 

4 land forms are most obvious. One cannot travel 9s , y << TA ee 

SS ahh : ~ anywher e up here without seeing the Eantyeer as PSI ab Od RO ears _ 
xd et ate be eae cf Aerated oy GS pe Sta ou 

Pe a ‘oo ae rs. It is nL oSiaget et eat ua ret SOD cture egies os at ye rs Fe 

LS" a how var ous glacial features were formed and to Seon) ee as We re tee inst 
- F r oy what it me ust have been like during those wy ae ees ens sexe PV yi at ‘ 

e , ng 7 ’ =) a ee bape Ns vious, certainly th ei es Che 2 ae Seo F Ps WA 16 

Ss . a ie stig ( used features in 1 rthern: Wisco nsin, are the bye KIT eres os Ro 3 Nat 4 Ss 

TR Se a rae a eon 
Be ae ce ne OUSands OF akese an ir heer renabergnebapes 9 9/, > BN od es ON 

Po 6 and wildness are majoi factors responsible for the Siig IR ay Ra med RE Se a 
Persea ls A | chal acicn gph odhatePcy Fa Paes oes Ne San Sane =) 

aes — i DCG OR Oe eee ures and 4 Daas Me ee . ~~ eet 

BBE diverse flora and fauna, the lure of this land’s hiss LW A DED pei eet aN 
Se fee | BRO oo fnesttimeto mine 
el Pe Ae 2S SF 0 ers of a lake,in a canoe is during WOES ts eee ¥ » &> EP NAT OO caren FATES 9 Sage ay ate er i 
ol Pee) te p those qui et mom« ts at twilight. Perhaps 2 ayes oF oe ODS AN 

ae pe | of smoke hans overa dant sordine camp i eee P.O he, ao t eg Gare a 

veo HAs your canoe glides-closef, the sight-of forms... a ea ay ~ 

Vee 3 P vist Nessondinie fess Ramp CoanelbdhS OP IPE ES ONG Beal 
BBB inks with the past. Certainly such stioreline fires. Re eS Scie 

NLS ot ae Sor dae cnet ya dl ban eS Or car, PAE one hee er Ree he Sek eek 8 A A oe ae ga aN ARB ies of f r trappers. There will be other fires POS ey KI Ce 
SIG Pn he oe wa m'the future, Ser ae” eS aN EEG SES ial Cte 

Bon 3 ae SAMS 5 ater, 1h. Homned BEE aSAioagle Se Ar hee Oa 
Bi IMEEM Gide teal EGG LN eS 
ei foe Re RO Ay Ube ee ae PE IS ee he Ema 
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o W here the North Begins.” So says the Rece ee ae if bee ae & LIVING HERE: A 
rustic sign by Highway 51 on the south WIGS THES WORT SENS} NONSCIENTIFIC 

side of Portage. Yes, Portage. The sign looks right [i = y SURVEY 
but Portage is just 35 miles from Madison. 

According to local historian Walter Van Epps, ss ee 
Portage had no sinister motive. The sign went up | ae” Sia | Nt 
as part of the Work Progress Administration = pas = i Ts } 3 - 
(WPA) Project back in thé early 1930s. It was a CT. or B t 4 — ~ 
harmless Chamber of Commerce slogan. But = he any LN ey 
maybe there’s some truth there. eee ees = ad 

Back in the 30s, Portage probably had a great nae ie oe 4 ) Mi d f 
northern feel. Even in the late 50s, the areahada . Ip Ln 

. Sign at Portage. 
lot of what many define as the northern experi- Photo by Bob Wallen 
ence—solitude (hardly anyone was on the river THOMAS J. KLEIN, 
then), good fishing, tremendous wildlife popula- Director, Sigurd Olson 
tions and a distinctly slow pace of life. That was Environmental Institute 
before the I-90 highway, before Columbia I and II 
power plants, before the area was discovered by f 
Chicagoians looking for a touch of wild within a oy 
few hours drive. ‘ \ a = 6 

The Portage sign raises a fundamental ques- ‘ Be a a 
tion: Where is North anyway? After talking to : . eS a pic Kae SK 
about two dozen North country residents, I’m aS <a PSS a ERae I mons 
certain UP NORTHis a state of mind rather than (=i < DUE” Meaaeacee ; 
a geographic delineation. Martin Hanson, who [Que oS ge os s ; 
lives deep in the Chequamegon National Forest 3a oN Nace eS = 
near Mellen, believes the North really does start ee: re Ba < ‘ bas y 
somewhere near Portage. He views the central x aa ee = a cee ih 

sand counties with their high deer populations —um is a aS a 
and high percentages of forested area as the start <> > 8 pS ; = 
of northern Wisconsin. For Dan Satran of Eagle amd er + 
River, publisher of the Vilas County News . Ps eemeenn. vi ah Pe aah 
Review, the North means large expanses of unde- ae y , es ; a ee a 
veloped lands. His North starts around Three 5 eee a aba oa 
Lakes on the east and Hayward on the west. re 5 li n “ Bo 

Perhaps the North is best defined by what’s jm RG ‘ = . 3 Pei 
missing rather than what’s there. I’ve always felt ee i way ae 
the North starts where the corn stops. It starts in a. ee: 4 
my book where the public lands—the county for- — a a ee ne 
est systems, as well as the national forest hold- a ee %, — 
ings—begin. Around the Blue Hills I get a good (*= ee ie 
feeling. Rice Lake, Prentice and Tomahawk con- we Lo LB : ~ a 
stitute a personal boundary. Fae . ase i 

Something else missing up North is fast food , a we, Fen SER * 
franchises. After leaving Ashland you can drive 7™ = reg ae ee Sy 

through Hurley, head south on 51 and drive all ie ia, ae Se ae ry 

the way to Woodruff (maybe a 100 miles total) o>) ae ee a 
and not see a single Golden Arch or Hardee’s. aan ges 
Another test of North is when you have to look §& <% iz 
for car washes or movie theaters. : — Ss 

Clearly it’s the natural resources that attract pe 
and hold many northerners. Dan Satran noted - 
that the natural resources are the only “‘special the North: “I have a tremendous need for the The North is more than 
reason” for living up North. Art Long, a wildlife tranquility this area has to offer. The sense of iso- _ waterfalls, vast tracts of 
artist in Woodruff, thinks the North is lation is important to my writing.” pine ane Postcard 
“fabulous” and “‘wouldn’t think of living any- There are a lot of empty spaces up North where Wisconsin Division of Touriam 
where else.” He even likes the cold winters (defi- population densities in many counties are less °° 
nitely a minority opinion). For Ed Wagner, than 15 persons per square mile. In fact, Iron 
Mayor of Ashland, the natural beauty is “over- County, with its population of 6,730, has a den- 
whelming.” (Of course he moved from Gary, sity of only 8.5 persons per square mile. Price 
Indiana in 1975 so we can excuse his enthusiasm.) County, with two “real” cities (Park Falls and 
Wagner also notes the solitude of the North asan Phillips) has 15,788 people spread over 1,268 
important feature. That quality really appeals to square miles, for a density of 12.5 persons per 
Peter Maller, a freelance writer, living on 80 beau- square mile. Populations in nearly all northern 
tiful acres near Copper Falls State Park. He needs __ counties are low: Bayfield 13,822; Lincoln 26,555; 

Qh



; Vilas 16,535; Forest 9,044. Lots of space up here. lower (about 25% less than the state average) and 
Most people in the north recognize just how the economy is on people’s minds. Harry and Liz 

special all that extra room is. John Podlesny Smith live near Mellen and love the North. They 
works for Northern States Power Company in view it as an “ideal place to raise our kids.” They 
Ashland. He appreciates the clear air and clean _ feel it’s a part of the world where people are “‘in 
water and remarked that you don’t know “how _ tune” with their lives. As a logger, though, he sees \ 
lucky we have it” until you travel around. John a need for better roads and better prices for his 
can find good fishing within five minutes, he says, timber. He feels the pulp buyers are not paying 
and that’s important to him. anywhere near the price they should. He would ‘ 

To John Saemann, a retired forester living in like to see “‘quality’’ industries locate in the 
Florence County, the land is everything. He North. 
enjoys working in the woods, “Just the feeling of The state of economy is very much on the mind 
being there.”” He picks mushrooms, taps maple of Edgar Granberg, the Price County Chairman 
trees to make syrup and makes his own charcoal. who lives near Prentice. He sees tourism as an 
He likes not:having neighbors. area of positive growth for the North. Assuming 

But the North is more than waterfalls, vast the national economy ever “returns to normal,” 
tracts of pine and postcard sunsets. It’s home toa _ he predicts an increase in tourism. He sees the 
lot of interesting and diverse people. A realtor in snowmobile trail system helping the boom in win- 
Radisson (near Winter), Chet Bonclear, feels that ter tourism. Granberg also thinks the timber 
an unspoken trust exists among people in the industry is coming back. 
North. When he lived in Minneapolis he “felt like Most feel tourism is important to the north. 
a cow—milked and sent home.” Most people in Dan Shefchik of Washburn feels the North is 
his area have a “feeling that they are important— committed to toursim. The area’s remote yet cen- 
not just a number.” He sees a lot of positive think- tral location is an asset. In his view, the north 
ing where money just is not as important asitisin offers many opportunities for small industries and 

More marinas are ex- urban areas. businesses. The North’s hard working, dependa- 
pected to be built on Lake However, even up North, people need to think _ ble citizens offer promise for the region’s future, 

Superior, of Tourism photo about money and jobs. Generally, incomes are he believes. Tom Poss of Hayward also sees a 
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bright future. Within five to 10 years, the popula- 
tion will “take off like a bullet.” 

A man who is famous for positive thinking, 
Tony Wise, owner of Telemark in Cable, sees no 
end in sight for northern tourism. The man who ‘is 
created the “Birke’—an annual 55 kilometer pe 
cross-country ski race, which may draw 10,000 Re usa saga ; 5 
skiers next February—is convinced that cross- [Pagiuas ba a a i Hhidesie. 
country skiing will continue to grow. He thinks we Bou pate eres Ds, een 
new and better recreation facilities will be needed H [A e te ra Oo gras Dt ory : 
as many of the older, smaller resorts close. Just 9 MMA Za ee | A leans 4. a i 
down the road from Telemark is Lakewoods WEY TLRS \ eee | al % Ne uy 
Resort, where Kathy Rasmussen has seen a "bbe | ¥ “fi y iT - 
steady increase in winter business. She likes the : 4 
North the ‘way it is,” feeling it’s an ideal situa- 2 PEKEBEINER + ve 4 
tion to have the beauty of the natural environ- eee = e 2 
ment yet be close enough to cities like . 
Minneapolis, St. Paul or Duluth to enjoy cultural 

activities. a re 

But there are worries. Harry Smith doesn’t Sen oe 
think the fishing is as good as it used to be. Jane * Sig ee 

Thimke, a baker from Washburn, notes that while Ae ee 
the old timers didn’t have to worry about be See 
resources running out, the present generation Este a ge ee omen 
does. She observes, though, a growing awareness A / poe eee a 
of the need to protect the North’s natural ‘3 Cte iSO cs ig eet OPT aS a 
resources. gg age Sogee os ae ge: 

Mrs. Kay Winton of Hayward moved from St. M4 ee ae et emi sae 
Paul in 1977 to enjoy the ‘sense of freedom” of a a a os 
the big woods. She is concerned about Project Pt SF A 
ELF, the possibility of a nuclear waste dump and 
about the potential sale of national forests. Mar- One thing most people agree about is the pace The “Birke’’ at Telemark 
tin Hanson thinks there could be big changes in _ of life. Edith Merila, a Washburn reporter and Hee Sang siate 
the North. The vast water resources of the state former Mayor of that city, thinks people in the — Photo by Jim Hicks 
could lead to tremendous future growth which North actually take “pride in not moving fast.” In 
could put pressures on the North, eventually cre- her 14 years of reporting, she has covered and 
ating, he fears, ‘“‘one big suburb.”” Unknown _ recovered the same stories; only a few facts 
effects of air pollution and waste dumps could change. She has heard often in her work that 
have negative implications for our lakes and Madison ignores the North or that people in the 
groundwater, he added. Hanson sees the need for _ north get the short end. But she asks rhetorically, 
careful resource management on both privateand ‘What are people up here doing for themselves?” 
public lands. Just a few miles south of Washburn on 

Acid rain bothers a lot of people. Inan opinion Chequamegon Bay, Ed Wagner in Ashland, 
survey conducted by the Sigurd Olson Environ- believes Madison does recognize the North. He 
mental Institute of Northland College, 64% of a notes Governor Anthony Earl’s frequent cam- 
random sample of people in Lake Superior paign stops and Lieutenant Governor Flynn’s 
coastal cities in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michi- _ spring visit to Washburn. Wagner is excited about 
gan, felt that acid rain is a “serious problem.” the prospects for his city. He sees a new marina, 
Only 7% thought it to be “no problem.” Also, industrial expansion and even some high tech pos- 
73% thought acid rain hurt tourism. sibilities. Preserving the “‘good things” while fac- 

The survey, taken in late 1982, indicates that ing certain change will be his challenge. 
northerners value their natural environment. Wherever it begins or ends, the North is a 
Even in a region with economic problems, 71% of diverse place not the static, if romantic, image of 
the sample agreed with the statement, “My right — lumberjacks in red and black checkered jackets. 
to a clean environment is as important as some- Dan Satran, for one, is concerned that “‘the 
one else’s right to employment.” Even though north” keeps getting further North every year. 
92% of the sample wanted to encourage tourism, Having lived in the North for 10 years now, I 

61% disagreed with the statement “What the — savor its special character, even if that includes a 
North needs is a large tourist park like Disney few too many abandoned cars, run down shacks 
World.” It’s true that the North has never been and less than desirable job opportunities. 
known as a hotbed of environmentalism, but 55% Maybe there are enough Big Mac’s in 
“strongly approve of what has been termed the Madison, Milwaukee or Racine to meet the state’s 
environmental movement,” and 73% are “willing quota. I sort of like those “EAT” signs anyway. 

to pay a higher price for ecologically safer (non- And if you want your car washed, you can always 
polluting) products.” wait for rain. 9 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE © 4 

THE GOLDEN M any, many years ago, before humans had woodpecker, became scarce. By and large, no one 

AGE OF their ways with land and vegetation, paid mu ee to the birds of the deep and 

northern Wisconsin was a place of big trees, Mature forest. : 

WILDLIFE While towering pines and ieniecs dominated: a Then came the era of the 1940s to the 80s dur- 

MANAGEMENT tere were islands of “barrens,” which main- '8 @ good share of which I have lived and 
tained a unique habitat through the action of worked. It was the time of the birth of the wildlife 

lightning-caused fires and (we theorize) through profession; of dedicated young persons fighting a 

fires set deliberately by Native Americans. In battle against other well-meaning people for biol- 
these pre-settlement days, wildlife was not and ogical controlof the wildlife populations,especially 

e 2 could not have been plentiful! The food chain, of of deer herds. What a shame we did not all join 
ae course, was there and at the apex were the forces earlier because our goals were the same. We 
“4 s- predators; man, cougar, wolf, lynx, fox, bobcat, attempted to manage for wildlife populations 

Tae hawks, owls and all the rest, down to the tiny least Capable of sustained annual kills via sport hunt- 
NA) weasel. But, based upon the habitat as we know it ing. (Today we say “harvest” because to say 

existed then, deer (and moose) numbers must “kill” has nasty overtones.) But killing is one of 

have been very low. Deer numbers probably aver- nature’s ways; it is an everyday occurrence in 
ROBERT E. DREIS, aged five per square mile. nature and always will be. _ 

Regional Director, The Then came the era of logging and by the 1920’s At present we are in a period of what I like to 

Ruffed Grouse Society northern Wisconsin was known as the “cut-over.” call the “golden age” of wildlife management. The 
Wildfires gave the north the aspect of a ravaged wildlife professionals have demonstrated that 
region—not every single acre, of course, and not they can produce wildlife via land management 

all at the same time, but in the aggregate, not and harvest seasons. They are, by and large, now 
many sizable tracts were spared. accepted and respected by large segments of the 

Late in the 1920’s wildfire was controlled and hunting public. These wildlife professionals 

nature began to restore the north. Young hard- Should remember, as they take their bows, that 
wood forests of mixed species, but mostly aspen- without the help and cooperation of the hunters 

birch, and pioneer stands of jack pine became the they would have been weak, little voices squeak- 

mantle of the earth. Wildlife of the earlyemerging ing away with no one listening and with no 
forests then responded, aided to some extent by results. 
scattered stump farms. These early farming I can feel, as I write this, the ire of the anti- 

attempts provided many much-needed openings hunter and perhaps of some of the nonhunters. 

for wildlife, a thing the original forest cover prob- _ These are people who consider themselves defend- 
ably lacked. Because of this ideal habitat, the €FS, protectors and lovers of wildlife. What is pro- 
wildlife of the early forest stages and of the edge tection and love of wildlife? In the past it has been 

must have flourished in unbelieveable numbers! the hunter who has demonstrated true love and 
We know of the tremendous deer herds, of the rel-_ Protection. This may sound illogical and contra- 
atively short reign of the sharp-tailed grouse dictory to many readers. However, it has been my 
(between the end of the fires and the establish- experience in over 31 years as a professional 
ment of the forest), and of the plentiful ruffed _ wildlifer, that when real compassion for a wildlife 

grouse which existed during this period. species and/or a wildlife population was needed, it 

What we do not like to think of when we remi- has been the hunter who has responded with 
nisce about those days is the grim and gruesome energy, money, time and interest. Hunters love 
starvation losses of deer during the hard, cold the game they hunt, and this can only be 
winter months. In a frigid, snowy winter of long explained as a deep felt carry-over from primitive 
duration, the deer yards were places where the ancestors. After all, humans have been on this 

the views of wildite manage. deer went to die. They died by the hundreds of _ Planet for millions of years and have become “civ- 
ment and the perspective of historyin thousands! * ilized” for only several hundred. Is it then incon- 
this article are those of the author . aura . ‘i A 

and do not necessarily reflect any The record is not all that clear when we discuss _ceivable that the primitive feelings toward wildlife 
ming of povey ovary penveore’ other wildlife — the nongame — simply because and hunting persist today? We know that respect 
oti group. setray at that period we were more concerned with deer, and love of the animal killed is part of our Native 
trom the Wisconsin Depertnent of Dear, waterfowl, partridge, and furbearers. But Americans’ way and belief, so why not for those 
Natural Resources atter serving for31 numbers of songbirds of the forest edge must have Of us who are non-Indian? 

Vie proesuan Hee ao tre been phenomenal! We know that the majority of While we are now in the golden age of wildlife 
SE Eee es our songbirds are birds of young, disturbed for- . Management, we are certainly not without 
nesota, He ig on the Board of Dies. eSts. Ornithologists have recognized about 115 Problems. Some are of wildlife’s own making, 

ee eae ee coy different species that favor such habitat. some are sociological and some are just a fact of 
Board of the Sigurd Olson Environ- During this time, though, some wildlife popu- forest succession. 

mental inetiute of Northland College, tations must have suffered badly. I refer to the Most professional wildlife people are game or 
sandy 2 unit, backpacker, “cavity nesters,” both primary and secondary. hunting oriented, myself included. We are this 

ist, part-time free lance e = * 

writer, in that order. We know that the larger ones, suchas the pileated Way for a variety of reasons but mostly, I think, 
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ce, ge te 6 aes eat ot ie ear he 2, pele Atte: Sap €F tah BN : ye s ee DOR ap ss 

because we were trained this way and because y % = Pasi. y eee S yeas Geel sic out 
most agency wildlife programs have been funded : WE a 2 Me He ne Bayfield Can, ining 
in the past by hunters’ money. He who pays the OO RRR cae i ea _ long, frigid, snowy winters 
piper calls the tune. But the land manager some- a iT f ; Peay they died by the hundreds 
times earns the ire of the bird watcher or the wil- ‘ Ay : y a SEN ot tousanos 
derness hiker who is appalled to find his favorite ‘¢ ae ¢ mY gD py iaper vee 
bit of undisturbed land looking very much dis- ee | Sa 
turbed indeed! Fortunately the bright young peo- ——— 
ple entering the profession today are recognizing a ; 
the importance of all wildlife species of the forest | 
and now are beginning to consider them in man- if 
agement decisions. They must do so, since a large =e iY | 
segment of Wisconsin’s citizens demand it. Vf 

How about the “emerging young hardwood f | a 
forest” of yesteryear? It has emerged! More so, it ; A 

has become mature. In many instances it is on the ae sa 
verge of converting from aspen-birch to a forest gl ie 
composed of species less desirable to most wild- 4 ain #4 Youn S 
life. In other cases it is composed of pole-sized } AeA aes” 
stems with very little understory. All of this trans- — 
lates into a poorer home for wildlife. immediate future to assist both monetarily and 

If we are to maintain wildlife in the Northinits educationally. Such societies are the direct allies 
present abundance, and increase some popular of the wildlife manager and it behooves them to 
species such as deer and ruffed grouse, we must __ work in a coordinated fashion. 

manipulate significant portions of mature and My sons tell me (very discreetly) that I am get- 
converting aspen stands back to early stages. This _ ting old and must guard against looking back to 
will perpetuate the various age classes. The only the “good old days,” which were really not all 
way that this can be done practically is through _ that good. They call it “negative thinking.” So I 
commercial logging, where timber furnishes a will end with a few predictions for the future in 
profit to industry. what I hope is a positive attitude. 

Battle lines are apparently being drawn. On 1. The timber industry will continue to thrive 
one side are the wildlife professionals, the timber and harvest the hardwoods as they mature. This 
producing industry and (I hope) the hunters. On __ will furnish jobs, money and will return the forest 
the other side are those who perceive an to an early emerging stage. Through proper silvi- 
untouched forest as a thing of beauty, brimming _ culture this should be able to go on indefinitely. 
with wildlife. They also perceive the forest as per- The resulting habitat will maintain abundant 
petual, as a primeval entity which, if left undis- populations of most wildlife species, but espe- 
turbed, will last forever. I wish we all could cially deer and ruffed grouse, which greatly inter- 
compromise a little and perhaps discover a middle _est us hunters. 
ground. 2. Private, nonprofit organizations will become 

It is very evident here in the North that in this important as allies of the professional. Each will 
day and age, those who hunt, those who do not _—_do work to complement the other. 
hunt and those who are opposed to hunting are 3. Deer populations and kills in the north will 
becoming involved, both with their time and with continue to climb. We will see sustained kills, 
their money. The magnet is the vast acreage of statewide, of 250,000 animals. 
public forest land in the north. Not only are they 4. Hunting will continue as a respected sport 
becoming involved but they are organizing. The —_ and tool of wildlife management. Hunters, how- 
wildlife professional of the future must take them _ ever, will out of necessity become much more reg- 
into consideration just as was done with the mili- ulated. The sooner they realize that this is 
tant hunters of not so long ago. The wildlifer must imperative in our crowded world of the future, 
be an educator, a public relations specialist, and and stop trying to be frontiersmen, the better off 
above all the manager of an ecosystem. Today’s __ they will be. The hunter of the future will be much 
professional is no longer a deer manager or a _‘ more appreciative of the non-killing aspects of the 
waterfowl manager, rather he/she isa manager of _ hunt. 
the emerging forest ecosystem. Or, this person is a 5. Present day anti-hunting groups will modify 
total wetlands manager. As such, some “snags” their direct opposition and act more like their 

are left in the clear-cut; the borders are left irregu- rational Canadian cousins to work with hunters 
lar for more edge effect and to lessen the visual in removing as many of the unsavory aspects of 
impact upon aesthetics. hunting as possible. 

The professionals will be increasingly helped in 6. Wildlife areas and the public northern for- 
these endeavors by enlightened private, nonprofit ests will receive increasing use by recreationalists 
wildlife-oriented societies made up largely of non- — which may curtail some of the present uses by 
adversary, dedicated hunters. Such organizations hunters. Wildlife managers and hunters do not 
at the present time include Ducks Unlimited, The _ like to hear this, but it is coming. 
Ruffed Grouse Society and Whitetails Unlimited. 7. Pete, Phil and Paul, how’s that for positive 
These societies will become more important inthe _ thinking? 9 
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RAPIDLY Ut » North's an 80 tile wideband of ex: habitats and reduce those wildlife populations 

CHANGING tensive forest stretching across the top of dependent en young forests CA one ae 
AND Wisconsin. It is 15,000 square miles of deer range Diora eee faace of Bent eedents 
STANDING dnd 3,913 nace doles Ie ad a economy ore cedar will benefit wintering deer and support nest- 

uiied toward wood products sid fecfeation. ing. parula warblers. Those scattered old growth 

STILL There are places where one can drive for miles and whe Benes thay be just ee an ete pede fer 
not see another car and there are places that neste: He cull yellow: burch miiy One 2 

ONALDIG resemble suburban Milwaukee. There are quiet ee : hare ene 
ECKSTEIN Ne lakes with few boats or cabins and busy lakes cir- | ae whole wildife papnlenons ee ee 
Wildlife Mana ar cled twice by vacation or retirement homes. Small nA Oe aero comics pa earns, | 
Rhineland ger, relic stands of old growth white pine and hemlock ougias Hei ere eae wil tone renee 

ch contrast with intensively managed forest planta- most Pathos ea eee cunnees in ee 
tions. “Up North” is at once rapidly changing fats may 7edane sae populations, Dea 
and standing still. Whether this is good or bad men Hnoven De ee te ) desends on your porpeotive, can insure habitat and species diversity. 

When viewing the homtiena forest, the _The human population in counties such as 

untrained eye can make two mistakes. One is to Vilas, Oneida; Serteu: fey) ssi burs ae 
conclude that all forests are similar and, therefore, eee cee Hoe exeraple) yaa 
all are capable of sustaining diverse wildlife popu- Sounty sore 51 %e tn the last decade ate One 
lations, The officer 1s 10 sen totcete as anchan nine rose 28%. The reason: lakes. The northern forest 

year after year. Forests are not all the same and has pany ee Dut there ar ey yee 
they do change. Ecological succession and forest- i ots vomiing cach: yeaty Eee Bere 
pee eee tps habitat for sensitive water birds such as loons, 

Different forest habitats support widely differ- Safes Gree tiie herons, black tetas and oxpeeys 
Sit) @ildilfe apeciés, ‘The share-alled arouse, Both waterbirds and humans use the same lake; 

Savannah sparrow and marsh hawk require open ue buds te live es ie pecple to play. Naturally, 
brushland while spruce grouse, black-throated ule eee Te Ct capacity for PeoPe 
green warblers and red squirrels require conifers. aod palite he eee ee Se eau 
The largest populations of snowshoe hare, wood- Soe aes 
cock, and chestnut-sided warblers occur in young ielaniate altcct Saree ees Dy Ginee 
aspen forests while fishers, Blackburnian warblers Pee uaeee alles pees ese 
Branly nee ccimelod alkene ttretnix dears ment and through unintentional activities. Most 

fer hardwoods. The next time you drive through Dee ec ee ou Ue 
the extensive forest try and look past the trees and Ee eee ee tees loons, eagles 
through the forest so you can “see” the variety of one vee Wale Gy Parte Tig Onlyieo many 
Rat treee ere eae cee here at unintentional disturbances by anglers, canoeists, 
herniGeb tiie cateet mdeiterden (eetheldense water skiers and photographers before nests are 
Reape inure eerie ate aleaeneri a neenereny abandoned and populations decline. It is the sec- 

sprouts, the white cedar swamp and think of the eadary Hees ov rapidly eon. aa pon 
particnlar witdife species that deveudion Uren, lations that cause the greatest impact to wildlife. 

In the past, the primary forces affecting north- in ceauy. areas) they laksland landscape ts eine 
ern forests were climate, ecological succession, ae e acer 
fire, windstorm, or insect and disease epidemics. Eo emt ue 
ibd avalon teen eee ee ele penr apace ence cushions the impact of change and tends to keep 

since about 50% of the northern forest is in public He nono on ae ee 
or industrial ownership. Direct manipulation of Hee pabte tands; Vsey ee Sow 
the forest through such things as timber sales, Seely sy, seaguice Spevie sts rer ease, 
pine plantation development or road building can fasiohab and Cosmiy aenacs eek $6. manage 
have both positive and negative impacts on wild- eee hero ihe anaes shen for overyinine 
ie Wcecenaime tone nets tict mane connor from intensive silviculture to undisturbed natural 

example, maintenance of the aspen forest commu- ae en arin Geet And eis aD eer 
nity through clearcutting benefits forest game and pine mutters. bees Papile ped, togetict 
such as deer, bear, ruffed grouse, woodcock and with lands Tiansued Dy the form mdusiry aad : 
snowshoe hare while the extensive conversion of Walee power compancs Piovde ne Pog oes 
aspen forests to red pine plantations or northern ior reemaiion, po: and nye 
hardwoods reduces the populations of these same oe conserva en oF wildlife serene empublie 
Breen ete evel Momence nee rarertret dine attitudes which support conservation regulations, 

lameenay itacatae rnc me meen cleaners habitat protection, environmental standards and 

ment, but it can also break up “big country.” oes management: one eee nA DY OSs 
TR Recounts emia iy cineca sibilities. Mining, lake acidification, nuclear 
fin beriwolveneancit Romevetent bear enelien waste, national defense systems and other new 

eagles, bobcat and the rare northwestern Wiscon- Bee eset USE ot Cexelapmcnis wibrtal 
ea ea lenge and change the North. To sustain the 

Ronnmree ert policami mcr tecemenineles North’s character asa place set apart from main- 
Hone aseeminece cies ceeetonitenc nr: stream America by a line of forest will take a far- 

= sighted approach. Q



Fishers, Blackburnian 
warblers and flying squir- 

rels do best in mature, 
mixed conifer hardwoods. 
Photo by Robert H. Read 

wh * Sse eae P ae . 3 

TS Gey, Se i, it {a eee ee eam ras A Al ‘ 
bese: / aan 5 of a. ee «iy rs a] 

L ae ae ol ay: RS Sa 
ee + 2 oe a) 4 i, a ae é ‘ Be yt Fz hel ea Lane ee Od re . es 

Cine. a eye i ae it’ cae” ee 
s' gee gt ae 4 r oe? _ aoa Ce wae 7~ a g: ; ol FE 

5 tei ee 1 2 * ae a ee Me ge Os ee Sera iis t tat ws 

. Gants a a.. 
Es 3 aan ie - £ 5 % 

ae yo 
ss Pi: oe Ge se | : ; a ie 3 

cae Satie : | " ¥ a i 
be Bee PI ‘ 7 Ce ge J 
ie a } F 7 4 | 4 a | hr os - 
ca oN fr tie ' : ; 7 aa oe a 

i | 5 fF 

% = Aye Oa NE Eh R 
> , | ~~ an ep 

: x eae ; 5 a2 

2 WS ae om : = ae Ma Le Soe ae aN * 4 * . BE 1S Be ee A ees bs g & is em Ga gee = aS S rf. = fe 
ES eee a hei ae ee > a | # 

* Ree ee ela ip Nahi Nee x v $2 
is Ae ee aR . » ’ ¥ J DOT E A IE ai iy = ig Hg eS ee Ce ae ” ; 

aes OA ern eta .. 

3 Maintaining aspen through 
clearcutting benefits deer. 
Photo by Chris Mattison 
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Ba Wee of Sd jem 1%. SS 26 at Mae 
Ba i Vee 2 hg } SS 4. Sk . esa 4 

ye SGPT sy Li it Se 2 ee ES 
4 ar eer ys y ee ee” ae re ieee Lakes provide habitat for 

: hk | BE - 7 Wu Laas Py Ss 1%] © osprey and other birds 
3 NS Fe ce i te | Fe : Oa a ae rh rs such as loons and eagles, 

oe _ s5 Seer 4 Vy, CE GEASS ER but there is a conflict with 
Least Pag) foo ae if eet te seeks 2-* 5° people. 
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EARLY JANUARY MIDDLE JANUARY LATE JANUARY 

oe in fluffy, eight inches Red fox mating. Wisconsin’s earliest nester, the horned 

: Deer ‘“yard-up” when snow depth owl begins egg laying. 
Downhill skiing. exceeds 18 inches. 

oe WO Pema eet as Ce ak : 
Be LORS) bs > ss it. Cae py RS A ae ah a x ne eee esa 
Ce i wy pies a4 || 2 i 

a Aly SO OS WINE Ce anca agas e emiag Stat Lb Me fo. \ Bs AS SC ea a ic Oe 
ae TSE HERS Seen ae ger h | aN 
ei LO ee accent ers wr 

i oa ieee Dae . (4 EAT Ns ae Le Ley P~ JE. z se a rete aN 

A EIN Ey ete ctetien a 
a Wi: ees Hee Les: Caan 
7 oe Hae eee ‘ Kd 
haa Bie ih ea! py) 

f F Le Ga, eee 2 st = LAS? ~ 

A ae y ua ‘ Eva ie. Gee ; 
pt as REPRE rk TB 

CED VIG, Author \ % Horned owl Photo by Steve Lang 
‘ 

Wisconsin Woodsmoke ¥ = = 
m\ . Vy 

i ; 

: - — >: —. es 
If we had no winter, the’spring . ss 

Temp. 10 e | 
hear enreralares and] ese siatioriars feed would not be so pleasant. ~  Ras 
Exact dates vary from year to year. In the spring, they may ae , b “ i 
vary as much as two weeks. Ann Bradstreet Precip. 1.04 Photo by Ken Wardius 

ES 

EARLY FEBRUARY. MIDDLE FEBRUARY LATE FEBRUARY 

Birth of one-quarter pound bear cubs Mating season for coyotes and bobcats. Starling beaks getting blacker, evening 

while mother sleeps. ; fi grosbeaks greener. 
Erratic migration of Bohemian waxwings. 

Ground Hog Day. : Appearance of male woodchucks, 
Beaver and muskrat fur becomes prime. skunks, raccoons and ground squirrels 

Wintering bald eagles feed on fish left ae BEI with courtship in mind. 
by ice fishermen. et : ve 

< es ‘iy a: K 
SZ hae ee P. aae aS 

/ = / , ae . ray 

“oo) Ty 2 As i { Fy ee, aN 
7 4 Sass as 6 es ee fe 

5 ai - i ee aS 
ee aes oi Le e 

~ és : sie bal at oa Ley g a = “SERS ba Rie | 
3 — ho i _— SS Noe Ha | “~ be Me. 

Fase wr SN be eS sce te m ms 2 AS 

f Ob gud Ay ee a eel atte Whe 2 2 ie 
p Ns Saf iz & 35h Rt Ni rr AJ iia ? 4 RK 

r ace _ bi ASG ee. ee Vet 

4 5 ee 4 e a Ms i ec ee: aes z aA 4) 

\\ ee A Photo by Chris Mattison Starling. Photo by Gordon Kratzat 

i pee Temp. 15 
i a 

Valentine's Day is February's Frecey.2s 
ies eS love song to a winter-weary 

, world. 
Bald eagle. Photo by Ben Goldstein 

Hal Borland 
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EARLY MARCH . . . MIDDLE MARCH LATE MARCH 

Return of the crows. Horned larks arrive in the fields. Maple sap starts running. 

Pine grosbeaks, pine siskins, red polls, First pussywillows. VA Return of male redwing blackbirds. 

goldfinches and evening NPR 5 ; 
grosbeaks populate bird feeders. cael First killdeers are seen. 

Ravens engage in courtship flights. ee Blue herons arrive at rookery. 

Snow fleas make their appearance BF, wera raat 2: eae 
a} co te 2 OO 

Horned owl’s complement of two to three - ee ee Siar ad 
eggs have been laid. : Cah | Cy Se ee ee fs Die 

Pussywillows. ed ; ae Se 2 ee ee 

: ace LB Proto by Ru Hine A al be pe 
Ee a i o 2 ge Pa 4 

Sd ei J Force tamarack and red maple twigs. (Sac, ars ae se Soe : 
ae) | ARSE : = ‘a 

a Boas cs . : 4 - Se Aes cae 
| ONS one Mallards move in pairs on Wisconsin wa SB 7 FY 

Ee SSS River ee: Ps s 
. a Sas See a j ae AG I i 
a ‘ bs Large numbers of goldeneye ducks in . | fF = PAs 4 ee 4 aoe oy Ag 1 eee 

oe ns wk we ri a ~- PA 
; As NN Chipmunks mate. poo Se Be eae | ) ‘Capea 

Evening grosbeak. Photo by Gordon Kratzat a ie ene! 1 ow ae \ 

March ee AY 
Mean temp. 26 A little madness in the spring is ee |B i \j Wl 

wholesome even for the king. | OM RG 
Precip. 1.48 Emily Dickinson Redwing blackbird. Photo by Steve Lang 

a 

EARLY APRIL . . MIDDLE APRIL x LATE APRIL 

Marsh hawks return to fields and Male and female purple finches arrive. ae eS or k 

lowlands. rip % a | White throated sparrow. 

First purple martin scouts seen. Pees OO PY Steve Lang 
Woodcock and saw whet owls arrive. 9g 4  @ 

Large flocks of migrating juncos. q 4 
Male woodcock engage in courtship tt wot 
flights. Migration of sandhill cranes. W 

Male goldfinches begin molting. Sapsuckers and fox sparrows migrate 
thru area. White throated sparrows pass through. 

oa 2 | ae Tree swallows arrive, eager to nest. Bluebird pairs arrive. 

2 bs le = i Muskrats born—four to nine to a litter. Wood frogs start calling, followed by 
5 i, Ry, - : chorus frogs and spring peepers. 
. oo A Coyotes and bobcats give birth. 

. Dg & : es : Water temperature 44 degrees. 
\ ba ‘ F Blue herons are nest-building and incu- 
 \ me oe ae bating eggs. oe Myrtle and yellow-rumped warblers seen. 

mi ae aie « 
‘ ry ES Maple sap run ends. Wild geese fly over in family groups. 

yl B: 
NJ Fh % ee Tempra2 Male deer begin growing new antlers. Non P ie. ’ i fe 

\ } } ' Ruffed grouse drumming reaches “peak.” ine; ., Ua 1 es | qe a ae Precip. 2.31 i 
Ye eds | oe ; Mallards begin nesting. 

- / ee Ospreys are nest building. 
" ™ ~~ te Bloodroot. fy os ‘ 
s Ri Photo by Dean Tvedt First wildflowers—hepaticas, bloodroots 
oe pk ) and trailing arbutus. 
4 % : 

Ba a ’ A mV il Bear cubs and mother leave winter den. 

Sie aa pid And April's in the west wind, Spawning of walleyes and muskellunge. 

Saw whet owl. rain by Ken Wari and daffodils. Suckers and redhorse “running.” 
John Masefield 

NY 
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EARLY MAY MIDDLE MAY 

General fishing season opens. First clutch of robin eggs hatch. Trilliums in peak bloom 

Red maples in blossom. Ruffed grouse incubating a dozen eggs. Wild cherry trees in blossom. 

Robins start egg laying. Blue heron eggs have hatched. Lilacs in full blossom. 
n 

Warbler month—‘Butterflies of the bird Baby woodcocks in woodlands. Mallard and killdeer eggs hatch. 

world.” 
Loons incubating eggs, usually two Pink and yellow ladyslippers in blossom. ; 

Loons arrive at lakes from Atlantic 
seaboard. ra 5 " Wrens in the backyard—whippoorwills in 

22 Seid the woodlands. 
re Me 

é ae Whirring trills of American toad. “4 
be i ‘ Ot, i Rie we, 
@ Vr Nighthawks arrive. . E. 

Morel. > 4 ay S . aay a 
Photo by Charles Fonaas | aie a4 RE ete GY 

Morel mushroom time—"“when bracken = A i 
fern is cuddled up like a fiddlehead”’. ss a a S 

: ee. ee 
Woodticks hook rides on trout fishermen. F a 4 7 \ Non ay 

Mosquitoes plague opening day ~ Ps ce ry ae 

fishermen. SOU Dx SN) NES: 4 

Ruby-throated hummingbirds arrive from = a o ae 5 i 
Central America. or ReneS a EN t acts 

Photo by Steve Lang = 

Orioles, rose-breasted grosbeaks and bs 

indigo buntings at bird feeders. 

Scarlet tanagers reported. When lilacs “last in the Pink ladyslipper. Phrote by Rignerais erate 
Mosquito population high. Temp. 54 

Violets and marsh marigolds along the dooryard bloomed... 2 2 

trout streams. Walt Whitman Beavers are born. Precip. 3.32 

EARLY JUNE MIDDLE JUNE LATE JUNE 

Fireflies light their lanterns. Wild strawberries ripening. Abandoned fields, roadsides carpeted 

; : ‘ with white daisies, yellow and orange 
id Sea, ¢ } ; Large night-flying moths—cecropia, hawkweeds 
es Pee i Se 4 Sees polythemus and luna. Temp. 64 
Be. pr 3 ty ee Bs 5 1 Be ae fe eae Wild roses in bloom. 
ids Sd Age Se ee Ly unks and raccoons feast on turtle : = 

: eS RN taeda piles eggs. Re a 
ee ee 0% ae Ge 

he awe. cad Sie Sia Last frogs to mate—bullfrogs. — Ww , SERS a a yi 60 gf Z 

os \Y SS hy if ‘EX, gnye I< Blackberry and raspberry bushes in bt 

i poe Sy g ih by ie i blossom. Ca 3) 
ya Sy : 12 i 3 Z “ qs 

S| LS ay at *) i White and red clover perfume the et e®& a Vb RINGS ' ‘ tN LF = 
\f ay SB MG TF (MYL Leftto right, — countryside. i y Ce a Ls 

, = AE AV 2 ~ swamp laurel, ae ’ BAY rs WN 
ZONE] WERE Y_.. Labrador tea and mee kN C (ee ye 
ae Vi VE zx bog rosemary. Be He a Tia Lo ar PS eas 

Art by Jim McEvoy, 5227 Harbor Court, Madison, WI 53705 BS (Sh al [_ see ra. S x £ 
a y wn Fas A re 

Spruce bogs in blossom—swamp laurel, yo: Arg bo fe | pte 
bog rosemary and Labrador tea. 35 4 26 P : 

° : ET ep 4 NM Se 
Swallowtail butterflies and green darners a ae Oey iy ey . 
abundant. a fae eS 5 gat 

Ne Ns " ; / OE 
Skunks give birth to five to 10. we 5 

Photo by Dale Lang 

Osprey eggs hatch. 

Fawns are born, weighing seven pounds. Wildrose. 

: Nighthawks brooding young on roof 
Gaywings, yellow clintonias and colum- And what is so rare as a day tops. 
bines in blossom. in June 

j Baby raccoons appear in backyard 
Female porcupines, porcupettes roaming then if ever, come perfect days. 

the countryside. James Russell Lowell Days are shortening Precip. 4.52 
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EARLY JULY MIDDLE JULY LATE JULY. . - 

Mating season for black bear. Fireweed and black-eyed Susans in blos- Blueberry picking at height. 
som along roadsides. 

Redwing blackbirds hatch. Goldfinches begin nesting—last species 

F Cedar waxwings nesting. to do so. 
Song sparrows feeding baby cowbirds. 

z Young woodfrogs hopping about. Monarch butterflies laying eggs on the 
Cottontail second litters. milkweed. 

, Eaglets leave nest—begin traveling in all 

Breeding season for weasels. Temp.¢5 _ciections. Bees are buzzin’ the basswood tree 

* ‘ d flowers. 
Robins have second brood. “Queen of the North”—white water lilies 
Hawk eggs hatch. Precip. 3.85 in blossom. as Appearance of baby toads. 

~~ Pitcher and sundew plants in blossom. 

” Ux J 5 3 : 
= = a y , 

a FF QE 
Eee a UE Te il 

> an ee SS ie ie es 

oP A vs 
¢ Cedar waxwing Photo by Steve Lang ka = _ oe 4 : eT aN 

¢ ' 
pI - J 4 49 a g 

C4 ; la ( = J UL) aN 
Did you ever watch the J 

SE campfire when the wood has : 
Bi fallen low and the ashes start ) 

to whiten round the embers’ : [ 
¥y A crimson glow? / 

; From the fireplace of a Minoqua girl's camp Goldfinch. Photo by Steve Lang 

SS sss... gg... ss 
EARLY AUGUST MIDDLE AUGUST LATE AUGUST. . . 

Purple knapweed along the highways. Young snakes emerge from female's Chokecherries and blackberries are ripe. 

! body. 
Indian pipes in blossom. Goldenrods and purple asters along 

% 5 roadsides. 
Gray squirrels have second litter. lids) lnteeh gl 

af Deer antlers are in velvet. 

Hazelnuts ripening. 
Ss : 

F }- Re 
Height of raspberry-picking season. P oe ~ %. 

a 
en eee 2 . Ld Vi Lr 

Berry patch loaded with biting deer flies. Photo by Steve Lang ‘ 7 By Ry <7 
2 * 3 - d a As j 

Mushroom harvest begins. Temp. 66 Ring-billed gulls and shorebirds migrat- : no EN 
ing south. ce de . 

Morning dew on spider webs. \ ae ae 
Precip. 4.09 | Young ospreys leave the nest. ge 

Purple martins leave for Brazil. i. a * Me sii 
Early frosts not unusual. Photo by Richard Jerotke 

: Joe Pye weed, wild cucumbers, sneeze- Wild rice harvest begins. 
weed, turtle heads, sunflowers in F 5 : 

- < blossom. Hornet colonies dispersing—paper nests 

i are huge. 

' WZ Cliff swallows leave. 
- First colored leaves—sumac and red 

yj S maple. 

: Wi A ] OVS, Rng Be 
: (2 d LULU re oe a 

Wis 2 In the first drowsy heat of ob es Sea eee ae 
We August moon comes the pn ee ee 

ps plumed goldenrod with ee Pike VE) ety fi 
i flaunting train, and lifts her cs Maer 2 Fe 

llow h coer ty é MB : yellow head along the way. Se GIT TS 

Wisconsin Division of Tourism Abbie Frances Judd Photo by Dale Lang 
photo Nee 
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EARLY SEPTEMBER MIDDLE SEPTEMBER LATE SEPTEMBER 

Mountain ash berries ripen—robins get Deer getting winter coats. Ruffed grouse families breaking up. 

“tipsy”. 
Bear cubs weigh 40 to 50 pounds. Monarch butterfly flocks head toward 

Bottle gentians in blossom. Mexico. 
Blue-winged teal leaving. 

Hummingbirds leave for Central America. Geese flying south. 
Hawk migration in Duluth area. 

Coots migrate into wild rice fields. Height of the fall colors. 

is ae ele ae ap See 

ace Pd Waste is, eee WU, ‘ SR a D c esis 2 aaa be ee Bea. 

Been: Sy Bc eas gy a é . Fgh gy es 
Bes. a GE PR 3 GLOSS iin x Dae ih Fide core 
eo: a Ly, age PES Z a see rs m ‘ 8 ay} Ot rai 

| a : oe ee ce Het Dee! 
Teal. Photo by Steve Lang i ae i ae ic | 

4 f ‘ Y i 
pe i ee 
PR oe i af aaes 

Flickers—brown-backed woodpeckers q abel : + 
migrating. ° ; : i me At 

2 The tints” of autumn—a mighty Pa 

flower garden blossoming . nee 

Temp. 57 under the ; P 

spell of enchanter—frost. : 

Precip. 4.09 John Greenleaf Whittier Photo by Dale Lang 

EARLY OCTOBER MIDDLE OCTOBER . LATE OCTOBER 

Goldenrod month—21 species. Tamaracks lose golden needles. Blue herons leave. 

Grouse and duck hunting. Brook trout on spawning beds. Frogs, turtles, toads and snakes 

hibernate. 
Country garbed in aspen gold. Hog-fat, woodchucks go into 

hibernation. Deer “scrapes” and “rubs” in woodlands. 
Muskrats house building. 

Huge flocks of blackbirds in wild rice Club mosses with golden spore cases. 
Beavers repair dam and fill food pantries. fields. - - 

cs i | Chipmunks retire to winter den. 
Wild cranberries ripe. +f Le 2 Temp. 48 

| Porcupines mate. 
Osprey leave for South America. Ml 

Snowfalls not uncommon. Precip. 2.32 
~\ 

Winter berries redden in wetlands. 
| 2 

lly P , 

S| gp sees it, Oe OLN mei, = | Se ¥ 
aes ee 

ie. Su ah ae FB 

eet ts ee ge 

O suns and skies and clouds Se ROE ES | I gate 
Lape epee a 

of June ae Pgh pa A ce 

And flowers of June together et a et = 
Ye cannot rival for one hour 5 : 
October's bright blue weather. it 

Goldenrod. Photo by Dale Lang Helen luni Jacison Chipmunk. Photo by Dale Lang 
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EARLY NOVEMBER MIDDLE NOVEMBER LATE NOVEMBER 

Bats leave to roost in caves or fly south. Height of the deer rutting season. Nine day deer hunting season (gun). 

Backyard bird feeding season begins. Weasels get new white coats. Snowy owls arrive from Arctic tundra. 

First evening grosbeaks arrive. Snow buntings arrive. Skating on small lakes and ponds. 

Red squirrels boast new winter coats. Cross-country skiing on first snow. Flying squirrels come to bird feeders at 

10 p.m. 
Black bear denning. 90% of Chrstmas trees harvested. 

i > TERE. ie 
Whistling swans stop enroute to winter Tree sparrows arrive. a cs. ‘ 4 Raed ( ¥ ey 

grounds. pe: ay eros ae ia x a ee 
gs oe See Sey) > ee 1 agg 

Pe aa ry a bes x 
Temp. 33 * << © ¥ a } ‘’ ha Sree 

Precip. 1.85 Fe - EI ae Peer Wl, * NSO tia aes 

Eh ea 2 , e ore 

: eS 7. NRE “~ : bos . oom Ca. Ae ee 
* See 1 Tree Sparrow. Photo by Gordon Kratzat hess 3 RN ae 

<< F oF Bee / AVL VIhH|V!I a ey SR Seok fy Be [VOVECMDe] AP iy ft a AMR 

‘tel Seo UC ree Esai | \ 
cS ee Ae God grant the day shall never : aes : ee 
ke i. ff ae be. . . when youth upon ° 7 

apf , ee tte Ey : November's shore. . . shall ; 
i i th see the mallards come no a 

DijieS . z tiga a 
at fe “Lie i te more. 

ai rE . s ea a Author unknown sk 
Photo by Ken Wardius 
LL 

EARLY DECEMBER 

Whitetail bucks begin to drop their t ‘ ; 

antlers. i 

Snowshoe hares have new white coats. samen A ced . 
3 SS 5 

Boreal chickadees in the balsams. (3) git} 2p = bite SS 
By ng onc a <= — 

Ruffed grouse budding in the aspens. ba a . 
F es —— 

Because of bird feeding, mourning doves al os { oF 

remain in the area. eee a - * E a cs . roa 

Temp. 18 Precip. 1.07 (12” of snow) = ; ‘ Ag 

eran tema } ig 
De ne INL ee : See 9 “A 
PAYS pl pines uel ih A 

— ¢ ker a ob 4 ins # aes 

— ae te a 
f : Gea 

) ; ‘ ~i } Lee 
p i Photo by Chris Mattison 
Se Bx LATE DECEMBER 

re De ( ¢ a | j [J ¢ Shortest day of the year. 
<\ Sitar Sey 5 . f 
eke > The North Country is a siren. Northern shrikes arrive at feeding 
aie? — Winter adds a regal touch with Se: 

5 i gleaming diamonds in her hair Otter dine on fish at water's edge. 
‘ io and ermine billowing from her F Np na ieee are 

nnua le} : f shoulders. udu in ristmas bir ount. 

Gheasant: PRE) Gores ‘Grace Nule Start the yule log in fireplace. 

a 
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gl er waar Se 4 5 sin’s 14,904 inland lakes and streams are found in 
ee 2 uc a te ae 23 northern counties, roughly north of Highway 

eee uae < ee oe 29, my comments can be generally identified with 
ow "that specific area. 

em iy i F The basic requirements for successful sport 
ES hice : a, fishing are information, mobility, access to water 

Fe ON see = and fish, reliable and effective equipment and 
oo? ; ail expertise. The 1940 angler, whom we'll call Augie, 
sem __yeceailaae would consider himself fortunate to have only a 

ee OS eee portion of the elements in two or three of these 
se | five requirements. 

ee ‘ ere Even the pre-World War II fish manager lack- 
ed the inventory of all lakes and streams, and 

he ~~ hydrographic maps which are available to all 
a anglers today. Also, I’m fairly certain that Augie 

would have been mighty happy to have DNR’s 

weekly “‘How’s Fishing” report of conditions all 
over Wisconsin and the Great Lakes — not to 
mention all the bulletins naming and pinpointing 

i locations of nearly 17,000 lakes and streams and 
bi x the species of fish they contain. I wonder if Ernie, 
é aie the 1983 angler, appreciates those individual lake 

maps DNR has prepared, showing depths, bot- 
ae tom types and contours, which were unavailable 

3 to Augie? 
eS ? 5 But Augie fared pretty well. He was in compe- 

tition with only 368,000 other licensed anglers. 
Today there are 1,300,000. Augie couldn’t get to 

ees en ea the lakes so fast then either. Fewer paved roads 
ae ie and slower cars. Augie either rented his boats or 
, |) fished from shore or pier until he bought his first 

co epee heavy, leaky wood rowboat. In contrast, Ernie 
ee —<<$$<————_—s now has a balloon-tired, tilt-bed trailer to trans- 

7 Oe a) ‘ _ ~~ port his 16-foot fiberglass boat and 50 horsepower 
— a — some EE ct outboard motor, all hauled by a pickup-camper. 

= at | a "poems And these are only starters! 
= _ ap : Consider today’s 3,130 public boat landings 
Se | that give access to 823,000 acres of Wisconsin’s 
SS ——— 5 SS inland lakes. In 1940 over 65% of the state’s lakes 

——— 4 Es —— had no public access at all. 
pee =a a There’s more water today too! The latest list 

a rae ————_ roa shows 14,000 inland lakes with a total area of 
emer SS 959,474 acres. Quite a bit of this was created by 
aa it egw impoundment after the turn of the century, some 

<a of which was not around for Augie’s use in 1940. 

Ernie can now fish 33 flowages and reservoirs big- 
ger than 1,000 acres in 17 counties. Eleven of these 
impoundments, about 42% of the total reservoir 
area in Wisconsin, were created after 1940. Over 

15% (144,530 acres) of Wisconsin’s present sur- 
face water area is man-made! Ernie spends a lot of 
his time on these artificial lakes. He knows that 
the reputation of the Chippewa and Flambeau 

UP THE Angling in Wisconsin is a 365 day sport. Flowages for muskellunge fishing is legendary 
Wisconsin Division of Tourism photo and the big ‘fish factories’ named Petenwell and 

ANGLERS Castle Rock have now reached their prime for 
walleyes and a few other species. The growing 

4 H indsight is the primary guide I use for my army of resident and out-of-state anglers needs 
speculation about the future for anglingin this extra space! 

Vas Wisconsin. The dynamic changes in all phases of Ernie has a greater variety of species to catch in 
} outdoor recreation, including fishing, which we different lakes than Augie had 40 years back. 

dies) witnessed in the past 40 years have given us some Augie never heard of splake, tiger trout, chinook, 
a clues to the future. coho and Atlantic salmon that now abound in 

\ ‘The past is prologue’ so let’s take a look at the Ernie’s inland and Great Lakes. 
sport fishery picture 30 or 40 years ago and see Augie’s “clinker” style wooden rowboat and 

ART OEHMCKE how it evolved. Since 81% (12,067) of Wiscon- five horsepower outboard motor is now consid- 
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ered a collector’s item along with his tubular steel regions. There is also the possibility of season bag 
casting rod and Bronson bass reel, Bassoreno and __ limits. 
Skinner spoon. Ernie’s graphite and boron rods, Closed lakes and streams. This may improve 
free spool-star drag reels, fish locators, downrig- the survival of a large number of game fish by cae 

ger and assortment of lures, would make Augie eliminating and/or preventing hooking mortality gh jg “gn ee 
envious. But even without that sophisticated gear, during early stages of fish maturation. It could ips oN MR 

Augie was a little more successful in getting his tend to promote longer term growth to trophy [ijiAilewe sso aes 
limit of walleyes and bass on live bait and fewer __ size along with a stockpiling effect on the remain- 2. 

artificial lures. Ernie, almost out of necessity, has _ ing age groups. It would involve alternate opening 
to have greater expertise to compete with four and closing of such waters. 
times as many licensed human predators. In com- Prohibit detrimental fishing methods. If Even under crowded con- 
parison with Augie’s day, the present catch record research can demonstrate that some techniques ditions, anglers in the 
indicates that the total catch rate is down as a __ now in use, such as speed trolling, downriggers in oes compel 
result of heavier fishing pressure. inland lakes, gaff hooks and other methods are Photo courtesy of the Sigurd Olson 

So, what does the future hold? injurious to fish or habitat, restrictions on them — Frvonmental Institute 
Although we can’t be too specific about any are logical. 

particular species, we can be more precise about Mandatory reporting. 1 feel that there is an 
aquatic habitat. The physical, chemical and bio- urgent need for more accurate harvest and 
logical changes that take place in lakes and exploitation information on big game fish. Wis- 
streams in the next 20 years will largely regulate  consin’s successful deer management program is 
the abundance or deficiency of each species and _ largely based on the results of compulsory regis- 
hence, the quality of future angling. tration. Currently there is no system in this state 

Fish populations by themselves are fairly easy _ for fish managers to obtain data on regional fish 
to manage if two major factors are favorable: harvest on which to base plans for management 
habitat and human population. Practically all and stocking. Such a program would have to be 
problems in managing lakes and streams for bet- _ limited to one or two problem species in any given 
ter fishing are man-made. The investigation of period of time. Support from the numerous fish- 
most ‘poor fishing’ complaints many times dis- ing clubs for this information should not be diffi- 
closes that the original problem is the result of cult to obtain. I would not want to see such over- 
action by people who have misunderstood, and regulation and complex rules that basic enjoy- 
mistreated the resource. Most fish and game tech- ment of fishing is harmed. But if we are to have 
nicians know more about working out a solution _ any baseline from which to measure improvement 
to the current walleye or deer problem than they or decline in harvest, we need something better 
do about how to handle the causative agent — _ than sporadic surveys, voluntary creel census data 
human beings. and estimates. 

Compared with the 1920s and 30s, the quality Propagation and stocking of big game fish and 
of fishing from an aesthetic standpoint, has defi- trout. Natural reproduction is generally adequate 
nitely deteriorated. Its future will depend to a to provide balanced supplies of predator and prey 
great degree on how the land surrounding a lake species in most waters. However, for varying rea- 
or bordering a stream is controlled and who has _ sons, habitat deterioration or angling mortality 
the final word in regulating activities on the water can impose an artificial condition that leads to 
itself. We are all aware of the conflicts in recrea- depletion or over-exploitation of desirable game 
tional use of water. Sale of boats, canoes and out- _ fish. At this point, or in cases of natural or con- 

board motors continue high. Water skiing _ trolled fish kills, stocking then becomes necessary. 
remains popular. Snorkeling and scuba diving are _ Probably one of the most enduring contributions 
gaining ground. And, last but not least, the sale of _ to the future conservation of certain big game fish 
fishing licenses in Wisconsin, (more nonresidents species is the hatchery. In the final analysis — 
fish here than anywhere else), attests to the mas- _ when the last spawning area has been over-run by 
sive use of our waters by anglers. outboard motors, chemicals and landfills, the 

Fishing regulations are among the strongest preservation of some fish species will depend on 
allies of Wisconsin’s big game fish. History tellsus the accumulated knowledge and production 
that other states failed to employ this tool of man- _ expertise in hatcheries. 
agement and, consequently, lost some of their Here’s a final thought I’d like to leave with 

| native fish species. everyone who fishes. Angling is now a 365 day 
There is still a tendency to liberalize seasons, sport in Wisconsin — compared to five or six 

size limits, bag limits and methods of fishing months 40 years ago. Whenever you can get out 
(motor trolling, snagging) to make it easier for the _ on the water is the best time. Here is a sport that is 
angler. But to distribute a limited resource to a so flexible and diversified that it invites constant 
growing number of fishing license buyers we daily participation 12 months of the year. Wis- 
should consider becoming more restrictive. Some consin fishing is available to you from bank, 
possibilities are: barge, pier and boat or through the ice. Don’t 

New size and bag limits. We hear complaints _ wait for summer. There’s always an open season 
about the complexity of present rules and regula- _ for at least one or more species. To keep it this 
tions but with the continuous growth in the fish- way, obey the rules and support DNR when 
ing fraternity, I foresee the necessity to apply greater restrictions appear necessary or license fee 
special rules to specific lakes and geographic _ increases are required. 9 
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ACID RAIN A™ study shows that acid rain is falling representing a neutral substance, such as distilled 
not only in northern Wisconsin, but water. 

throughout the state. The study, which details The total accumulation of acidic compounds 
WENDY WEISENSEL, information collected during the first year of a deposited annually, called the loading rate, was 
DNR Public Informa- two year research program, also shows that about heaviest in Walworth County in southeastern 
tion, Madison 2,000 lakes in the northern third of the statecould Wisconsin. Lakes in the southern half of the state 

be damaged by acid rain. are least likely to experience acid rain damage 
“We have learned a great deal about acid rain _ over the short term because they are well buffered, 

in Wisconsin in the last year, and what we are Sheffy explained. 

finding is not encouraging,” said Tom Sheffy, “Acid loading rates appear to be slightly lower 
director of DNR’s acid rain research program. in northern Wisconsin, where the most suscepti- 
“We have confirmed not only that precipitation is ble lakes are located,” Sheffy said. “Although we 
more acidic than expected, but that it occurs state- have not seen damage to fish and other aquatic 
wide, with the heaviest doses falling in the south- _ life in lakes there, it is reasonable to expect dam- 
eastern part of the state.” age to occur in the future if the acid loading rate 

The research program on Wisconsin Acid De- _ increases. It may be possible that the current load- 
position will cost $1.6million and is being jointly ing rate would eventually prove to be excessive for 
conducted by DNR, the Public Service Commis- some lakes. The question is how soon, and how 
sion, eight Wisconsin utilities, the University of severe the damage would be.” 
Wisconsin, the US Geological Survey and the US Acid rain forms when gaseous air pollutants, 
Environmental Protection Agency. particularly sulfur dioxide, combine with water 

It consists of seven projects designed to assess _ vapor to create acids. These can enter lakes in rain 
the extent and source of acid rain falling in Wis- and snow or in runoff from surrounding land. 
consin and define the susceptibility of the state’s Fish have been unable to survive in sensitive lakes 
lakes to damage. DNR is overseeing quality con- damaged by acid rain in New York, Canada and 
trol of the projects to assure data validity. Scandinavia. 

According to the report, precipitation samples The research report indicated that about 
collected in 1982 at 11 sites scattered across Wis- 730,000 tons of sulfur dioxide were emitted by 
consin showed that the pH of rain and snow Wisconsin industries in 1980. More than 97 per- 
ranged from 4.06 up to 5.13. Unpolluted rain usu- cent of it came from 43 individual sources. Coal- 
ally has a pH near 5.6. The pH scale runs from _ fired power plants and paper mills contributed the 
zero (most acidic) to 14 (most alkaline), with 7 most. 

The study also showed that: 
-The 2,000 sensitive lakes in the northern third 

of the state contain only minute amounts of dis- 
solved minerals (alkalinity) needed to neutralize 

anofe? acidity. 

. iP? -Round Lake in Douglas County and East 
6 Eightmile Lake in Bayfield County where inten- 

sive studies were conducted had no acid rain 
a damage. 

ee Javity -Declines in pH and alkalinity have occurred in 
pom a few small lakes in north central Wisconsin that 

|e | were first tested between 1925 and 1941 and again 
aoe ae g in 1982. Further analysis of these declines is being 

— a ae ea iy made. Other northern lakes showed increases in 
faa bree a bee aif pH and alkalinity, but these conditions have been 

attributed primarily to the effects of lakeshore 
a oon : mee aa development and use of road salt on water 

SOU ® ¥i ae) -No acid rain damage to aquatic life, including 
feareePae it fish, plankton and vegetation, has been verified in 

es nae (| Wisconsin lakes studied so far. 
D Nitrogen oxides Pils cep -Fish sampled from some low-pH lakes in 
ae ee ee aah northern Wisconsin contained high concentra- 

: ’ 7 faa a i. Y tions of the toxic metal mercury. Acidic water dis- 
Point sources in Wisconsin isa om : a A, solves mercury and converts it into a form that 
which emitted more than a & ye : : dil lite ani the; 
1,000 tons of nitrogen ox- s Lb Tees aquatic organisms readily accumulate in their 
ides or sulfur dioxide in Py es Plas tissue. ; 
1980. & eee The study will be completed by late 1984. 
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W isconsin is one of 17 states currently official or employee until a written agreementhas A NUCLEAR 
being considered as a repository for high _ been signed. The Board is negotiating the agree- WASTE DUMP 

level nuclear waste. ment at this time but the fact that an agreement 
The Department of Energy (DOE) is investi- does not exist has not deterred the federal search. IN THE 

gating Wisconsin because the granite rock under DOE will issue a “Final Regional Characteriza~ WORTH? 
our Northwoods is famous for geologic stability, tion Report” in October and by February, 1984 a MAYBE! 
an imperative quality for a nuclear waste dump. decision will be made as to where to proceed with ‘ 

Many people find the whole idea scary and are _ field work. 
working hard to find alternatives. Even if they do, According to a DOE schedule, a site will be 
it may not matter. So far the Federal Department __ selected in 1989 and be ready to accept waste by Genevieve F. 
of Energy (DOE) has given no assurances that it the year 2000. Bancroft, DNR Public 
will consider the unique features of the state or the The repository will be like an underground — /nformation Specialist 
needs of citizens in making its recommendations. mine, only larger. It could cover up to 10,000 

In 1978 Wisconsin was surprised when word acres above ground, 2,000 acres below, and be 
leaked out that in an environmental impact state- 2,500 to 3,000 feet deep. The state of Wisconsin 
ment DOE had picked Wisconsin as a candidate can veto the site selection and a vote of both 

for the nuclear waste repository. The legislature houses of Congress would be necessary to over- 
reacted by establishing a Radioactive Waste Tide the veto. 
Review Board to serve as an advocate in dealings Statistically, Wisconsin’s chances of being 
with Washington and to make sure Wisconsin cit- picked for a second repository are one in 17. 
izens participate in the search for a site. However, in the long run, the chances may be 
Ata Washington hearing of the House Interior much higher because Wisconsin meets many of 

Subcommittee on Energy and Environment last DOE’s siting guidelines. Some of the characteris- 
May, State Senator Joe Strohl (D-Racine), chair- tics that make Wisconsin desirable according to 

man of the Radioactive Waste Review Board, DOE: 
characterized Wisconsin’s relationships with : A 
DOE as “generally confrontational.” He told the : Le 

subcommittee the Board opposes oe of @ Low hydraulic gradients and low erosion 
BeDOSLOIY UD Wisconsin because of lack of a @ Lack of substantial uplift or subsidence 
DiOven ery for safe disposal of high level during the last one million years 
nuclear waste and because of public opposition. @ Low population densities 

In a referendum last April, Wisconsin pos @ Proximity to nuclear generating facilities 
tench repository in the state by a @ Existence of large amounts of federal lands 

: @ A shallow overburden 
Strohl critized DOE for failure to provide the : : 

state with full and accurate infoeuatinn about its © And hnally « granite deposits. 
activities regarding Wisconsin; for unwillingness Key person appointed for the state’s review of 
to negotiate a binding written agreement with the DOE studies is DuWayne Gebken, Chief of 
state prior to carrying out research here; for fail- _DNR’s Environmental Analysis Section. Gebken 
ure to respond satisfactorily to major technical _ is also chairman of the Technical Advisory Coun- 
deficiencies in DOE program documents and for _ cil of the Radioactive Waste Review Board. 
failure to compensate Wisconsin fully for In an eight hour meeting at Wausau early this 
expenses caused by DOE. year attended by some 600 persons, DOE said it 

Under current Board policy, DOE cannot ask intends to recommend a site for the nation’s first 
for interpretation of data or consult with any state repository by 1987. Candidates for this first 
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repository include Hanford, Washington; Yucca Concerns expressed included groundwater 
Mountain, Nevada and salt mines or domes in contamination, the potential impact on-tourism 
Louisiana, Texas, Mississippi or Utah. Three and dairying, transportation accidents, possible 
exploratory shafts have already been sunk in these flaws in technology for geological disposal, fear 
locations. that a reprocessing plant for spent fuel might be 

A location in crystalline rock, which could pos- located near the repository and a general distrust 
sibly be in Wisconsin will be recommended by of DOE because of its responsibilities in promot- 
1990. Meantime, a final location study report will ing nuclear power and producing weapons while 
be issued next February based on studies under- at the same time being responsible for nuclear 
way now. waste disposal. 

Most citizens attending the meeting opposed a To give some idea of the extent of the problem, 
Wisconsin repository under any circumstances. there are some 600 tons of spent nuclear fuel 
Another viewpoint said cooperation should be already in existence and 70 to 80-million gallons 
withheld until DOE demonstrates a proven tech- of radioactive military waste, all waiting for 
nology for safe geological disposal. A third pro- disposal. To date no permanent site has been 
posal is that there be no cooperation until the found. 9 

federal government drastically reduces the For more information, write or call Patrick Walsh-Executive 
amount of radioactive waste being generated by _ pirector, Radioactive Waste Review Board, 7th floor, GEF 2, 
both nuclear power plants and nuclear weapons. _101 S. Webster, Madison, WI 53702. (608) 266-0597. 

SOME E arly white visitors to Wisconsin found Ind- Enforcement, however, may not have been 
WATERS ians using northern waters primarily for diligently pursued. Not too many years ago it was 
WASH, SOME transportation and food gathering. Fish and wild common to see gulls, following a fishing boat’s 

; rice provided a nutritious staple to these native wake, periodically swooping down to pick up 
DON’T peoples. floating solids from the water’s surface. 
DAN RYAN. DNR Large tiverways ran clear like the small From the beginning of the 20th century up to 

; streams which fed them. But within 50 yearsmany about 1965 some of northern Wisconsin’s finest 
Mee C Lee f th at Id prove unfit for waterways were nearly desti d cae nico onone: of these waterways would prove 0 aterways were nearly destroyed. ; 
PAT transportation let alone fish and rice. -In 1925 an estimated 25 to 30 tons of fish died 

As Europeans and other nationalities filled below the City of Park Falls on the Flambeau 
Beg ia aen ‘ ities, a demand for raw products for River. A sulfit r mill was cited as th Water Quality - cities, a deman a By : . A sulfite pape was cited as the cause. 
Beer ieiaciean uilding and industry came with them. Sawmills _ -Floating mats of semi-digested paper fibers 

‘ sprang up along the major river systems. Other literally covered the surface of the Wisconsin 
minor streams were dammed. Flowages created River above Hat Rapids. Periodically, trapped 
by the damming allowed water to flow when _ gases in the bottom sludges belched gobs of black 
needed for sending logs downstream to the mills. gunk to the surface. 

With the timber resource, industries and -Slime growths of filamentous fungi were 
settlements were built. Everyone used the once profuse across shallow, rapid stream stretches 
pristine rivers as an open sewer. Pollution control below Hat Rapids Dam, on the OcSnto River and 
laws were generally specific to problems, late in upstream from the Machikanee Flowage. 

: being enacted and loosely enforced. -In the summer of 1926 the dissolved oxygen 
The 1862 Slaughterhouse Law made it content of the Fox River hovered near 0.0 for six 

unlawful to deposit carcasses and offal “in or straight weeks. 
upon the bank of any such river, stream or creek -As early as 1910 water had to be disinfected 
which shall flow through any city or incorporated and filtered to prevent deaths from typhoid and 
village in this state.” Nearly 100 years lapsed until enteritis along the major waterways. 
1961 when the law was extended to include “‘in or -As late as 1964 a survey found zero dissolved 
on the bank of a watercourse.” Apparently oxygen at the Peavey dam near Ladysmith and at 
discharges on the downstream side of the former Port Arthur dam six miles. 

municipalities or into lakes were acceptable in the downstream. This is about 80 miles downstream 
interim period. from the waste source at Park Falls. 

Lumbering wastes were handled somewhat -Even later, 1n 1976, critical dissolved oxygen 
similarly. An 1880 law prohibited their discharge levels were found under the ice in Superior 
into the Wisconsin River and its tributaries but Harbor. 
exempted some streams and also “sawdust and Such abuse could not continue forever. Tough 
plane mill shavings.” The lumber refuse ban environmental laws of the *60s and °70s along 
combined with other deleterious substances and with federal and state grant programs resulted in 
fish offal provisions are still present in tightened, significant water quality success stories. 

revised form as Section 29.29(3) of the Statutes. | Breakthroughs in pulp and paper wastewater 
~ An 1885 law extended the waterborne waste technology beginning in the late 1950s have 
ban to include offal from cleaning of fish. The law reduced mill loadings by up to 90%. 
went on to add, “Any fisherman coming to the All of the major cities and industries now have 
shore with fish in his boat, dressed, and having no primary, secondary and even tertiary wastewater 
offal in said boat, shall be deemed guilty of a treatment. Work on improving the systems 

prima facie violation of this section.’’ continues and the fishery has responded. 
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“Fifteen years ago I'd never heard of walleyes Nearly every medium to large size lake in Overall, the future of north- 
in here,” said George Hudson, Jr., “But, two northern Wisconsin has seasonal and residential — @ Wisconsin's water 
years ago I got a 30-inch fish and we’ve been homes and every homeowner has an impact on alpha 
catching big ones ever since.” Hudson has a the lake. It may be through beach construction, a —_feaction when danger 
recreation cabin 15 miles below Rhinelander on malfunctioning septic system, direct sewage signals will keep it that 
the Wisconsin River. He added that the taste of discharge, home building and garden runoff, or way. 
the fish is improving. herbicide and pesticide runoff. 

The St. Louis River and Superior Harbor area Some lakes with fragile water quality respond 
have also rebounded. Today it is a prime quickly. Usually the first sign of problems are 
spawning ground for walleye and northern. algae blooms followed by a reduction in clarity, 

Angling has revived to become one of the main __ fewer fish, odors and floating masses of decaying 
recreational pursuits. vegetation. 

On the Flambeau, a state imposed water While rivers cleanse themselves when 
quality variance was recently lifted. The river is discharges are eliminated, lakes respond 
beginning to meet state and federal standards. differently. For them, some effects of 

Last year the City of Superior won the “Best in eutrophication or accumulation of nutrients are 
State Award” presented by the Environmental irreversible. Recognizing these problems, many 
Protection Agency. The award goes to a lake property owners have formed organizations 
Wisconsin city with the finest wastewater to preserve and protect water quality. Identifying 
treatment operation. In 1983 the award will goto the source of pollutants and implementing a 

Ashland. management system to eliminate or control them 
While river systems were getting the rawend of is the prime concern of lake management. 

the sewage deal, lakes were treated differently. Overall, the future of northern Wisconsin’s 
Some were used as bark and log washing ponds __ water quality looks bright, but surveillance of its 
by sawmills but fortunately few municipalities chemical and biological makeup must continue. 
used them for waste discharges. However,a more Heavier use prompted by population increases 
subtle form of pollution has been working on the __ will make surveillance all the more necessary to 
lakes. Described by a fancy term called make certain that there can be a quick response 
“eutrophication,” the process results in the when danger signals. 9g 
gradual decline of water quality. 
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AIR S mog, photochemical oxidants, urban haze Sulfur dioxide is a heavy, colorless gas that com- 
BILL SMITH, DNR Air and air pollution alerts are just a few words _ bines readily with water to form corrosive and 
Management that describe air pollution problems familiar to _ irritating liquids. It is produced by burning sulfur- 
Engineer, Spooner people living in highly developed urban areas. containing fossil fuels such as coal or oil. Indus- 

The clear blue sky and fresh air of northern Wis- _ trial processes in papermaking and crude oil refin- 
consin make it difficult to relate air pollution to ing also produce sulfur dioxide in northern 
the “Northwoods.” Actually blue sky and fresh Wisconsin. Air quality in these isolated pockets is 
air give an accurate impression, however, a gradually improved through emission controls at 
detailed air quality analysis reveals a few isolated _ large sources. 

problems. Park Falls is a case study of trends in reducing 
The “data” you receive through your eyes and sulfur dioxide emissions near isolated sources in 

nose is substantiated by sophisticated ambient air _ northern Wisconsin. Attracted by reports of vege- 
monitoring equipment. Pollution is made up of a _ tation damage in downtown Park Falls, air moni- 
number of individual contaminants. Sulfur diox- _ toring vans recorded excessive levels in 1979 and 
ide, carbon monoxide, suspended particulate mat- 1980. The pollution was traced to papermaking 
ter, nitrogen oxides and ozone are the more processes at the Flambeau Paper Corporation 
common “criteria” air pollutants for which Fed- Mill. The corporation and DNR then negotiated 
eral standards are established. a compliance program to reduce sulfur dioxide 

Throughout the North DNR air monitors _ levels in Park Falls. 
record the level of these different pollutants. Flambeau converted from high sulfur coal and 
These are then measured against Federal stan- fuel oil to a greater use of wood residue and low 
dards established to protect human health, wel- _ sulfur coal/oil fuels, thereby reducing sulfur emis- 
fare and quality of life. In a few locations in _ sions. A sulfur dioxide scrubber has been installed 
northern Wisconsin, the “criteria” pollutants in the sulfite pulping mill which reduced emissions 
accumulate in concentrations that exceed allow- by 90% and more. 

able standards. Similar monitoring and cleanup programs are 
During the 1970’s, air monitoring identified a also underway in Brokaw and Rhinelander. 

few isolated areas affected by high levels of sulfur Excess levels of suspended particulate matter 
dioxide—Brokaw, Park Falls, and Rhinelander. are also present in areas of the north. Particulates 
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are a collection of tiny airborne particles from Particulate emissions in the north have been There are no ozone prob- 
natural sources (bacteria, fungi, pollens) and greatly reduced since the late 1960’s. However, oe ane Ne eed 
manmade emissions, including open burning, additional controls may be necessary in the future Sones 
home heating, power generation, industrial pro- to keep suspended particulates at a level that pro- 
cesses and motor vehicles. Suspended particulates _ tects the quality of life in the north. 
are monitored at several sites in northern Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, 
Wisconsin. tasteless gas produced by incomplete combustion. 

Although most air monitors record very low _ High levels are usually found in congested traffic 
levels, the Superior and Brokaw areas exceed areas of large cities. Although individuals can be 
acceptable Federal standards. affected by very localized concentrations (heavy 

Bulk materials transfer and storage in the smoking or idling a car in a confined space), 
Superior harbor have regularly exceeded particu- northern Wisconsin has no areas where carbon 
late standards set to protect human welfare. High monoxide is a problem. 
levels have also been detected in Brokaw. Particu- Oxides of nitrogen are not a significant air pol- 
late deposits damage personal property, reduce _ lution problem in northern Wisconsin. They are 
visibility and otherwise effect the quality of lifein produced by motor vehicles, power production 
these areas. To improve things in Superior, opera- and other high temperature fuel combustion. 
tions that involve grain shipping, taconite trans- _ Nitrogen oxides are associated with highly devel- 
fer, coal storage and cement distribution have oped urban areas. 
installed pollution control devices and instituted Overall the North rates “excellent” in air quali- 
programs to reduce particulate emissions. In Bro- _ ty. Where isolated pollution exists, air monitoring 
kaw, rock processing sources are now controlled | by DNR measures its extent and corrective action 
more effectively. is taken. Q 
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RESETTLEMENT D uring the 1930s, twenty-six north and cen- from isolated farmers. The farmers had arrived 
AND RURAL tral Wisconsin counties enacted rural years earlier and settled in areas subsequently 
ZONING zoning ordinances — the first comprehensive zoned for either recreation or forestry. The 

effort in the US to exclusively designate unincor- _ project helped these families relocate on more fer- 

Northern Wisconsin porated land for agriculture, forestry or recre- tile and populous land. 
1930-1940 ation. The state legislature allowed county boards These scattered families faced hard times even 

to determine land use, and gave them power to _ before the agricultural depression began in 1920. 
enforce these ordinances. Counties could then They had made little headway on this cutover, 

MARC KENNEDY, prohibit certain activities deemed harmful to pub- submarginal ground — less suited for crops than 
Bureatonivaten lic interests within specifically-mapped areas, for the timber which had stood in abundance until 
Regulation and such as farming in a forest area, or logging in a the lumberjacks came. 

Zoning recreational zone. This also included moving The counties were maintaining roads and rural 
homesteaders from poor farmland to ground that schools, which they could scarcely afford. Iso- 
offered them a better chance to succeed. lated farms posed constant forest fire hazards that 

Many counties under the Northern Wisconsin also drained public resources. Even if these folks 
Settler Relocation Project used federal funds from could pay taxes, the money would not begin to 
the Resettlement Administration to purchase land _ cover the counties’ expenses. But, this was a moot 

— point — in some counties as many as 80% of the 
A story of the early thirties featured a resettled families had been on public assistance. 
rag-clothed man sitting at the side of a _ Northern Wisconsin was rugged pioneer land 
highway. A by-passing tourist stopped his where people traditionally fought efforts to regu- 
car and offered the man a lift. The fellow late private initiative. But by 1940, two dozen 
thanked him, but refused the ride, saying: county zoning boards prohibited future agricul- 

! ain't got no place to go, anyhow.” The tural development on five million acres, with vir- 
tourist felt compassion for the straggler, tually unanimous tocal support. 

got out of his car and tried to console the Just before the turn of the century, many had 
unfortunate by reference to the better envisioned northern Wisconsin as a vast new agri- 
times around the corner. The man cultural frontier once the loggers finished; some 
answered: “Oh, don't feel sorry for me. even dreamed of a “second dairy empire.” 
I'm not so bad off; at least | don't own Though this miniature Manifest Destiny was 
any land around here. . . never realized, it was not from lack of effort. 
“Anecdote recounted by S.A. Wilde, emeritus professor of Soil Science : 
and Forestry, in the University of Wisconsin-Extension publication Lumber and land companies, county and state 
EW ooealcs ORICON Sn government and even University of Wisconsin 
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Extension foresaw the “plow following the ax”’in situation. 
the northern counties, and did their utmost to ful- County board members began to realize com- 
fill their own prophecy. prehensive rural zoning could help rectify past 

The state also wanted to attract settlers, and _ land-use mistakes and help manage land and pub- 
sought to dispel rumors of barren land with bad __ lic funds better. They found regulating land and 
soil, plagued by rampant forest fires. In 1895, the preventing non-conforming activities could save 
UW School of Agriculture was directed to pro- taxpayers money and conserve resources. For 
duce a ‘“‘homeseekers handbook” to induce set- example, since secluded homesteaders scattered 
tlers to farm northern Wisconsin. This handbook throughout timberland were often blamed for 
reflected the optimism concerning the northern starting forest fires, the counties zoned these areas 
counties’ agricultural potential and, at one point, exclusively as forests and restricted agriculture. 
pronounced “‘there is little land in Wisconsin This action indeed helped eradicate the fire threat. 
wholly unfit for cultivation.” But resettling these 500 or so homesteads did 

A special forest agent who surveyed 17 north- _ more than prevent fires. Buying out and relocat- 
ern counties in 1897, however, told a different ing them cost less than the amount counties spent 
story. He found 40% of this area’s soil unsuited each year to maintain roads, schools, emergency, 
for agriculture: several million acres were par- medical and other public services these people 
tially forested, and three million more totally required. Barns and houses were demolished to 
denuded due to overharvesting timber followed ensure no one would occupy them later. This 
by recurrent fires. The agent regarded 80% of the sometimes yielded sufficient salvage material to 

latter as unproductive wasteland that would cover resettlement costs. 
remain so for quite some time. The resettlement and zoning ordinances were 

As the timber disappeared, so did the millsand accepted because they offered practical alterna- 
camps and, in turn, the markets and jobs the tives to wasteful and costly methods, and because 

advertisements promised. Despite the state, local citizens helped create them. County zoning 
county and land companies’ continued efforts to _ officials repeatedly held meetings to iron out dif- 
colonize the North, immigrant numbers dwin- ferences, debate problems and assess community 
dled, and then about 1910, stopped. The conver- _ opinion. 
sion from cutover to farmland, however, did Onieda County adopted the first rural zoning 
continue. ordinance in 1933. During one of the preliminary 

By 1925, over 40 years of logging had left 17 meetings, town of Lynne Chairman Frank Saari 
northern counties with only 1.5 million acres of | spoke of a man who had settled a remote area of 
timber. Yet, though colonization was promoted _ the county several years back. After two years, 
almost as long, settlers had farmed only six per- Saari explained, the newcomer persuaded the 
cent of the total area. At this rate, it would take county board to build a road to his property, 
400 years to cultivate all the land. Clearly, coloni- which cost $1,200. The man used the new road 
zation was not the answer. once — to move out of the county. 

By the time the stock market crashed in 1929, Saari spoke for many when he told his county 
northern Wisconsin citizens had already begun to _ board, “Your program is OK except for one thing 
seek alternatives to improve their bleak economic — it is 25 years too late!” 9 
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In the early 1800s white etd oat ee” ae ae =e SAO ee 2 = iS a 

pine like this covered ar we eae ts sa es ee eee Sty te ec 5 CaS tic ake Bt 9 
about 18-million acres in nM apere.  / ap ceatmee «Sp i A eg a BN 
the northern two-thirds of (eS gt echo Ne OM Bae Ge ANDES TIBOR rs 
Wisconsin. This forest was seg ee ees cet Baa a Nee pee aS i ante EO oh 
never static or predictable ee Aes og iin Dees rie eae Sor mass Ben ae os ioe al ss 
but loggers compressed Po ge te eee ga ud x Fig Be nF pee PGS tag OE EEO BOO Se 
1,000 years of natural fr ‘ae esr ie Bi er cs a, see he I ae Gee ee / 
catastrophes into a 100 ; er te a fT La Bo Nee eS =e PP oe 
year time span. ESE MS LGA eee rea ee sae SO oa aie 

l here is a popular romantic misconception _ the forests would have remained as they are now 
that prior to the intrusion of the white man, __ perceived to have been then. Solid stands of large 

the forests of Northern Wisconsin were an ele- trees, this misconception says, would still cover 
mental part of the topography of the earth. the entire North, with individual trees gradually 

One of the features of this misconception is the and imperceptibly dying of old age to be miracu- 
belief that the encroachment of civilization lously replaced by new trees of equal size. In other 
destroyed the forests. This idea holds that without words, human intervention has been the only 
logging, without the penetration of the railroads, cause for change. ~ : . 
land clearing and settlement activities that began This view is not consistent with knowledge of 
slightly before the beginning of the last century, _ the factors that influence the complex community 
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a! STATE P & FORESTS i 
a a OF WISCONSIN 

toot es ee =. Northern state parks and forests 

Cours (reine Monee = Wistonsin’s first park was established in 1878. Called the “State 
Ftd # ote Fe aed Park,” it contained 50,000 acres in Iron and Vilas Counties and was 
sek i a, =, & | | held intact until 1897 when the Legislature sold portions to various 
epee eae eee apres lumber companies. This area was later repurchased as a forest reserve 

octet S| atin mg ayy iy and is now part of the Northern Highland and American Legion State 
Bes eae =| ftley Forests. 
“i aces! In 1895, a law authorized purchase of 250 acres in the St. Croix 
emo vi] ae te ge Si River region. Minnesota set aside a contiguous area on the opposite 

oe oo } tg side of the river and these became Interstate Park. This marked the 
et a oe | ae eS beginning of Wisconsin’s “modern” park program. Ets 

er el erie ee It has evolved into one of the nation’s broadest and most intricate 

i sure rorests (ee erie ae park and forest systems. Today there are 70 state parks, forests, trails 

Ceconee bom ten ont os and recreation areas. Thirty of them are in the North. 
Sepa a ae amour gabeyagelifice ES | Cet 

of very small to very large plants and animals that Name Acres Dominant Features 
make up a forest. It does not consider the effect of 
such things as the physical and chemical proper- Amnicon Falls 825 Scenic waterfall 
ties of the soil, climate, the periodic occurrence of Big Bay 2,204 Sandy beach, rugged 

natural catastrophes such as forest fires, devastat- shoreline 
ing winds and the depredations of destructive Brunet Island 1,032 River island park 
insects and diseases. The forests of the North were Copper Culture 4Q Indian burial grounds 

not static and predictable. : ; Copper Falls 2,394 Rivers, canyons, 
Natural forestation begins with natural catas- Satertalls : 
ee The Dea ae of trees and Cannel Grande 322 Reena 

lesser plants and animals that ultimately develop : iets 
on catastrophically deforested sites are broadly Heritage Hill 40 Living history museum 
regulated by the soil. Interstate 1325 River gorge 

A given acre of a denuded site is initially occu- Kinnickinnic 1,034 River scenery 
pied by “pioneer” species suited to the soil and to Lake Wissota 1,044 Lake scenery 
the fully exposed conditions of the site. These pio- Lucie wands 4l Large pine timber, lake 
neers characteristically cannot reproduce and scenery 
grow in their own shade and are soon replaced by 2.186 Lak 
species having these abilities, which in turn are Newpars e 2 ene 

replaced by others even better suited to the con- Ojibwa 366 River scenery 
stantly changing environment. This process of | Pattison 1,370 Highest waterfall in state 
succession continues until another catastrophe Peninsula 3,763 Lake scenery, bluffs 

occurs or until a theoretically permanent but fac- Potawatomi 1,126 Limestone bluffs 

tually tenuous, self-perpetuating community [Aiea 860 Scenic overlooks, ski hill 
known as a “climax forest” results. : 

The pre-settlement forest represented man Rock sland ie dod seeneey Pp p y 5 
stages in this cyclical process. Whitefish Dunes 766 Lake scenery 

Certainly its dominant feature was white pine. Willow River 2,600 River scenes, 3 dams 
This species in the early 1800s is estimated to have Hoffman Hills Recreation 366 Rolling woodlands 
occurred on 18-million acres in roughly the Area E : 

Northern two-thirds of the state. . Brule River State Forest 38,726 Fishing and canoeing 

There were also many acres of mixed hard- Flambeau River State 87,744 Outstanding canoeing 
wood and hemlock stands of large saw timber Forest _ ‘ river : 

size. ; : 
The virgin forest did not, however, consist oe pro ee boats Haven scenery 

entirely of old growth pine, hardwood and hem- No. Highland-American 215,282 Scenic forests and lakes 
lock. The origina] government land survey was Leg. St. For. 
conducted mainly in the 1850s. The surveyors in y 

we «ope Ahnapee Trail ~ 208 Farmlands 
addition to establishing the survey corners made : J 
notes concerning the forest cover. These notes Bearskin Trail 463 Lakes and woods 
contain occasional references to “dense young Buffalo River Trail 502 Buffalo River and farms 
aspen” and “hazel and alder brush” as the main Red Cedar Trail 436 Red Cedar River 
forest cover and refer to “aspen,” “hardwood” or Tuscobia Trail 835 Forests and streams 
“brush” understory even where the overstory is 
described as “dense pine.” The three dry sandy 
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soil areas: one in the Northwest, one in the North _ property of the settlers or the towns that grew and 
Central and one in the Northeastern extremities for a short time prospered as a result of the log- 
of the state are described as “pine barrens” and _ ging. Fire in the pre-logging era burned slowly (at 
the trees most frequently used to witness the sur- least at times) through the existing pine stands, 
vey corners are “black pine” (jackpine) and “‘yel- _ top-killing invading hardwoods and providing an 
low pine” (red or norway pine). ideal seed bed for pine seed released in the fall. 

This was the forest on “the day before yester- Fire was thus an important factor in maintaining 
day,” dynamic, not static, destined for change, _ the white pine and Norway pine that ultimately fell 
with or without human intervention. to Paul Bunyan’s axe. 

The prevailing public expectation of the time The post-logging fires, fueled by heavy accu- 
was that the settlement of Northern Wisconsin mulations of slash, were very hot. They destroyed 
would follow the pattern established by the west- existing pine and hardwood reproduction and 
ward move of civilization. This consisted of log- most of the second growth white and Norway pine 
ging, land clearing and the establishment of that could have provided seed for future crops. 
communities based on an agricultural economy. Much of the second growth hardwood was 

The forests were viewed variously as animped- _ killed or so badly fire-scarred that its future quali- 
iment to this progress and as an inexhaustible ty was destroyed. 
resource to be mined as soon as possible. The impact of man had been to intensify and 

The history of the events that followed is well compress a thousand years of natural catastro- 
documented and warrants no detailed repetition. phes into a 100 year time span. 

The end result was that by 1930 over one hun- Today’s forests are a mirror reflection of the 
dred billion board feet of pine had gone down the development of public and private awareness of 
rivers to build the cities of the Midwest. Addi- the multiple values that forests provide and the 
tional billions of board feet of hardwoods were evolution of current forest land policy. 

From 1930 until 1936 two —_Jater railroad logged to furnish them. Although organized forest fire protection 
nleieee oft pes ae As a general rule, fire of deliberate, accidental began around 1905, fire continued to be a domi- 
was avast acreage of OF Natural origin followed logging. The “master nant influence through the first half of the 1930's. 
pioneer aspen and plan” for a northern agricultural mecca required From 1930 to 1936 approximately two million 
jackpine which is currently land clearing. Since fire consumed the residual left acres of forest land burned. The aftermath of this 
about 50 years old and after logging it was viewed as a blessing to be series of fire years was the reproduction of a vast 
econ ua ver stopped only if or when it threatened the life or acreage of pioneer tree species (aspen and 

jackpine) which are currently 46 to 53 years old 
DRE ONG AEE AN NSS S by <4 and approaching the time at which they must be 

se TN PSE sae | Si 2 BS. = harvested. State forest nurseries began producing 
Wace oa rs) oF ON KN “ee planting stock in 1910, beginning the effort to 
ee es ae | op? ag ry MN ($8, restore trees to lands denuded by fires and ill 
wae ae ee om KeeSN mi oS \ . advised land clearing. 
4 Y re Fy RN Pl ia \ The peak planting period on public lands 
A A SEN 4 Ae fe 4 Zc =) \ hi occurred in the late 1930s and early 1940s. Much 

TD the \ Ko | Ry ay \ of this early planting was jackpine which is now 
} Ay N Le] 4 i yh M45 to 50 years old and approaching the time at 

Apa) AN 4) es NX. which it will be ready for harvest. 
ne 071) i a4 if. hv } { f i % The peak planting period on private lands 
Be ME df e\ \ occurred in the 1950s. It was mainly a result of 

| Bi aie, TARE NGL \ Mt federal cost sharing in an effort to further convert 
f ee submarginal or surplus agricultural lands to soil 

nit xq conserving forestry uses. Most of this was red 
Ay Gey ee pine which is at an age at which it should be 

‘ : if ‘ : thinned to speed its development into valuable 
: , et Fig. aa saw timber. 

BS ( my eS Much of the hardwood of saw timber size still 
ba ee A ey is of poor quality because of previous fires. A very 

Seas : le SO |i ra i sae large acreage of hardwood stands of pole size 
r pe as aa ay ogee : %: 

ae as aa = show excellent potential for sustained annual har- 
a ee i ow .” vest of high quality forest products. 

: ame Y Up } Pi oe , The forests of today are still recovering from 
: j Fad iT Bae TS r the abuses of yesterday and will not reach their 

Ponte iB ro T; heed Pa iy) we aa full productive potential for many years. But peo- 

ee af. JF Fe) ue ER ple now at least have the knowledge from experi- 
Ce ae ees ge Lag ae “cM ence and research to make and keep them 

ice eee Pert Dee” ge 2 os Lo ae productive. They know that forests are good not 
et ieee aS | ae ee ree only for wood products but also for water protec- 

ie fot ¢- ep ae ERs tean — reste dey Hecces as tion, for wildlife habitat and for a wide variety of 

xe Re ae eee oe a {=== recreational and cultural uses. Hopefully the con- 
as piiatin sn ee» viction about these values will continue a long Pe ES Si a 

° time. Q 
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The Forest Crop Law 
Wisconsin’s Forest Crop Law was enacted in 1927 to encourage 

landowners to grow timber as a continuing crop. The regular taxation 
system which taxed land and timber annually encouraged premature 
cutting and discouraged long term investment in forestry. The Forest 
Crop Law places an annual tax, or acreage share on the land, while the 
value of the timber is taxed once when it is harvested. In effect it defers 
the taxes on the timber crop until there is an income to the owner. Cur- 
rently there are over 1.3 million acres in 67 counties enrolled in the 
program. 

J gE RA RS oo iO ORT a ae os ‘ i GR ie eT 1 Timber sales amounted to 

Che G “es Pe ong a hes oe ee * ae By oho ae is ee, : ee <2 a §=—$4.7 million on county 
eae <7 =e eae eee Reh ee Re Me ag Be acs ay forests in 1980 
a ae 3s a ee ng nes ed ER id "aS ie Sis. ate a ee UW-Madison Ag-Journalism photo 

Cael agree iM Te aay See ME CUS a a ee ee eA 
eee ee ae ~, Ene nn ee 

ee i --— e e 
mee if HEB F RpeE =F d Pits | ene. aa. oe 
La 4 re ce = aes ae eae aires ee 

— fh —/ fe Oe Le aS Zee Lote fo a ee 
\ sb Sap Fes —— = et em eR RI 

ro Cha Lit ae eee ; . 

LCE ete het tesa sf eA eA | Ee \ | eer aA fat ee a on — poet ES e nee rena 
Cele ed Th eet er ra) aie om ware ee Py es 
ire Paes Std E g : ee == - ng 

wo & a i 6 =} — Ae ES Babes rae aie. 60 a “ hy A wy ae ii’ i Na ‘nc en Cj ~ >= = 2Pine plantations like this 
om if i . Fs : > ta ela aN tances rew from ref 

io y d f fs a O a ay er publ ere AE 
Sieh ng = i r } eel SS 9 reached its peak in the 

a Fs = es : & aioe BY Se BES, mS; ae Reese 

are ie i tee ae be a me 
3 ene 1 i 4 a ee ie & | Wisconsin’s county forests 
Se ae eR ee WE 
alae : i yi Ve i ; LE hid pie Under Wisconsin’s County Forest Program, counties and the 
Eee a i ie I Sm oe state cooperate administratively to manage just over 2-1/4 million 
Fe ee te ane a F e acres. 
1 5 3 i "4 ied We ee hs | Za This acreage accounts for over one-half of all the publicly owned 

rH Bed i oe Sava Si ae de oe land in the state. It is located in 28 northern and central counties. The 
erica) iS ¢ rye ain ee eee largest forest belongs to Douglas County with 265,000 acres. 

wy .] pis | € tise F an oe eae a Acquisition came largely from tax deeds taken by the counties in 
eee ee ap} ee. ee the 1920s and 1930s. 

Boece. be ae : i ea Under this “partnership” counties provide local administration 
Lt Oe Gee ; eg ce through County Board Forestry Committees and Administrators. 
ae Se reg. Ween ba» DNR provides management assistance. 
ar ce Se] a oni beta ce Emphasis is on maximum public benefit through multiple use 

eae ae al ! rea Hi ti Bec management. 
is eileen Seas: ieee ed as The state pays 10¢ per acre annually to the counties in the pro- 
| ie ie ee Hf a a ha gram for forestry working capital as a noninterest bearing loan and 

Ae 19% } We 4g eres a Eu another 20¢ per acre annually to the towns involved as a grant in lieu of 
Le Mae je gs 1 i eet taxes. Counties make additional appropriations from local sources for 
Se ae een eae i development and management of their forest. 
a. he Y | ee Counties share revenue from timber sales. Ten percent goes to 
ao os Be us i tet towns and 20% to the state as reimbursement for the 10¢ per acre loan. 
ee {| SeaiciceayeneeS a | —— In 1980, timber sales amounted to about $4.7 million. 
= SHE: = S| Saleen ES Se] There are about 100 major developed recreational areas on 
Rite ico ee eee «| county forests. 

ee iii ines Rea In addition 145 boat landings and almost 100 other formally 
; oe developed outdoor areas including scenic vistas, waysides, and hunter 

parking lots are provided. Also, 2,647 miles of trails are maintained for 
public use including 1,691 miles of snowmobile trail, 467 miles of 
hunter walking trails and 491 miles of multiple use trails. 
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The Hemlock Cathedral at \ N/ isconsin’s two national forests,“the 40 to 50 year old hardwood trees reach maturity. 
Butternut Lake on the Nicolet and the Chequamegon, are None of the forest staffers are holding their 
Nicolet National Forest. celebrating 50 year anniversaries in 1983. ears to the trees, listening like Iowa farmers to 
The two US forests in . 3 : i 
RonnennWicconsin) In a basement office of the Nicolet’s Rhine- hear July corn grow, but they’re proudly measur- 
Chequamegon and lander headquarters, Forest Service biologists, ing about 5 1/2% annual growth. That’s an explo- 
Nicolet, tallied 1.8 million engineers, economists and foresters sit for hours _ sive potential for timber production. The Nicolet 
visitor days last year. = at a plain table, peering at computer readouts. already contains an estimated billion cubic feet. 
Foresters say the potential Theyre looki 200 vez Antonin Unlike th fi inch d 
is high for more great ey’re looking at years of national forest nlike the western forests which were create 
stands of trees like these. — the 50 years since 1933 and the next 150. Work- _ out of vast wilderness public domain, the 50 east- 
US TEC UCONN) ing in their third year under mandate from the — ern forests evolved after the Weeks Act of 1911 

federal Resource Planning Act, the staffers have put the federal government into land rehabilita- 
NATIONAL locked the Nicolet’s 655,000 federally-owned tion in a big way. The eastern forests include 24- 

5 acres into a data base. ose acres sprawling million acres in 23 states obtained under the For- FORESTS to a data b All th 1 Il 23 states obtained under the F 
‘ across six counties are so many backyards and est Reserve Law that permitted purchase of cut- 

BLOSSOM neighborhoods — known down to the age and __ over, burned and farmed out land. 
FROM BLIGHT — quality of trees and species, location of picnic This wasn’t just a forestry act. With the advent 

tables and nesting sites of eagles and osprey. in 1933 of the New Deal’s Civilian Conservation 
Out of such information the Forest Service will | Corps and efforts to prop up local economies, the 

a project a future of the Nicolet. The first planning forests became social programs. It was no acci- 
a 4 “horizon” is 1986 to 95, then 2005, and ulti- dent that the Wisconsin forests were established 

- mately 150 years, or 15 generations. in the depth of the depression. 

a) The two national forests take a big bite out of As a 1937 report written by John R. Carnp of 
| Wisconsin. The Nicolet’s 652,001-acres and the the Division of Land Planning, makes clear, 

3 Chequamegon’s 839,565 acres add up to 4.3% of “three waves of economic exploitation” had left 

“\S y Wisconsin’s 34,858,000 acres. But the forests rep- the region in a state of near collapse. Camp said 
. Ke resent 9.1% of the state’s 14.9 million forested mining, logging and failed farming “all have pro- 

LARRY VAN acres. duced unemployment and emigration, stranded 

GOETHEM, Free Forest Service planners expect the forests to and decadent communities, high relief rates and 
Lance Writer approach the break-even point in about 1996 as attempts at farming by loggers and mill workers.” 
White Lake, WI 
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“All of this,” said Camp in a survey of the 
human side of the national forest, “resulting in 
widespread farm abandonment by those who are The ccc remembers 
able to leave, subsistence living for those who The Nicolet and Chequamegon national forests and the Civilian 
stay, poaching and game law violation, isolation, Conservation Corps both took root in Wisconsin in 1933. World War 
bankrupt local governments, rural poverty.” II marked the end of the CCC, Roosevelt’s Tree Army, as it was called, 

A report on the Peshtigo District shows only but the forests continued. 
six of some 1,940 residents on relief from 1900 to Both forests and the CCC will be celebrating golden anniversaries 
1909; 31 out of a population of 5,311 from 1920 to this year, with the National Association of Civilian Conservation 
1929; and (suddenly) 1,450 of 5,551 persons on Corps Alumni (NACCCA) is holding its annual convention in Eagle 
relief after 1930. River September 20th through 23rd. 

It was an unkind fate that made the loggers run There’s some question whether many eastern forests would have 
out of big trees as the Great Depression struck. justified their names without the work of the 2% million young men 

Prospects for the mill towns were considered who swarmed onto the landscape from camps around the nation, doing 
dismal; if they weren’t dead they soon would be, long neglected conservation work. “The CCC put the national forests 
said most observers. So desperate was the situa- on the map,” said William Wolff, president of Wisconsin Chapter 23 
tion that the 112,000 acre Moquah Purchase Unit of the NACCCA, host for the convention. a 
of the Chequamegon in Bayfield County had The CCC eventually ran about 125 camps in Wisconsin, with 
almost 20,000 acres of tax deed land. “County 75,242 state enrollees. The Tree Army spent much of its time fighting 
officers have reached the conclusion that there fires until the Forest Service and agencies that managed state forests got 
will be practically no further revenue obtained a handle on the problem. 
from attempts to tax this land,” said the 1928 Records indicate “the boys” planted 266 million trees in Wiscon- 
purchase report. sin, built 4,390 miles of roads, and 483 bridges, put up 4,040 miles of 

Conditions in other northern counties were telephone line, erected most of the state’s fire towers, did much fish and 
similar, if not worse. wildlife rehabilitation and recreational work and developed several tree 

The first three areas submitted for purchasing nurseries. 
approval were 148,480 acres called the Oneida Indeed, the works of the CCC are around us whenever we drive, © 
Purchase Unit in Forest, Oneida and Vilas coun- walk or play in Wisconsin, in the form of highway waysides, bridges or 
ties; the Flambeau unit in Price County with shelters at state parks, vast and growing pine plantations. 
165,000 acres, and the Moquah unit. Over the years the CCC veterans started to look back with affec- 

Herbert Hoover signed the proclamation tion at their years in the camps and the NACCCA was formed with 
designating the Nicolet on March 2nd. President chapters in most states. The graybeards, as they call themselves, think 
Roosevelt designated the Chequamegon on their group a dying organization, but it’s possible that Congress, if 
November 13th. The Rhinelander office opened President Reagan approves, might enact a new program for the 80s, to 
July 2nd. rescue the lost young men of today. 

Professional foresters trained to deal with trees The CCC vets look back with fondness and a curious nostalgia at 
suddenly found themselves faced with a' program those desperate 30s. They remember the good times, the hard work, the 
that desperate state legislatures and a national camaraderie — and lessons they carried into World War II and their 
Congress had obviously enacted to rehabilitate careers. Many became interested in forestry or related fields and went 
not just exploited regions but also their residents. on to college. They ended up with DNR, the Forest Service, Agriculture 

The government got the land back for about Department (which also ran camps for soil conservation projects) and 
what the loggers paid before the trees were cut — other state agencies. 
$1.25 to $1.75 an acre. ’ Some say membership in the Tree Army saved them. Certainly 

Not all lumber barons were part of the prob- most responsible observers believe the CCC was one of the most suc- 
lem. Eldred Klauser, grandson of the redoubta- cessful New Deal programs — perhaps the best. 
ble Anson Eldred, ruthless timber cutter in Wolff said about 1,200 men, many accompanied by their wives, 
northeastern Wisconsin, was apparently instru- are expected in Eagle River — just in time to enjoy the north country’s 
mental in getting the forest reserves in Wisconsin. lovely autumn. They’re already reserving rooms at area resorts and 
Klauser’s conversion to sustained yield forestry, motels. Many politicians have been invited to speak, and some top level 
which he saw in Germany, was a factor in his national conservation leaders will be on hand. 
efforts to get the Wisconsin Legislature to pass The Forest Service, which is staging a rather quiet birthday fete of 
enabling legislation and win approval for the its own, is tying its 50-year observance into the big CCC bash. Eagle 
reserves in Washington. River will be awash in memories with tours planned of both forests to 

Someone in the Forest Service, possibly see the big trees the veterans planted. Some may say as one man did 
A. G. Lindh, acting forest supervisor to whom a after seeing red pines he remembered planting: “Imagine. That tree! 
letter from Klauser was addressed, marked one This big. I did that.” 
passage with a hard pencil. “It seemed reasonable Most will visit the CCC museum at Rhinelander’s Pioneer Park. 
then, as it does now, that as we had brought a The replica of an old CCC barracks was built by corpsmen of the 
community into a virgin country and had used the Blackwell Job Corps Center. Motivation for the museum came from 
resources, we should do something about making the many active NACCCA members in Wisconsin who donated time 
it possible for that community, which depended and energy to the project. The sparkplug for the museum was 
on us, to continue to exist. However, to get this Ken Elliott, a self-professed “scrub forester” who began in CCC 
idea established in the valley of the Oconto, where camps and rose to supervisory status in the Forest Service. Elliott died 
lumbering was continuing on the old principle of last year. Es 
strip and abandon each area, meant that basic 
conceptions had to be.replaced.” 
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Lakes surrounded by If the Germans and French wrote the book on The reason? As tourism development degrades 
Ce Pee sustained yield forestry they are envious when _ other shorelines the federal lakes will remain more 
veloped for many years. they tour America. Nowhere else on the planet natural — cleaner and more scenic. 
They preserve a reservoir does anything like this nation’s vast concentration “T can make a special case that if you add the 
of wildness despite what of second growth and, in the case of western nonmarket value of the forests, the amenities, the 

happens on private land. tracts, virgin timber exist. The implications of value of recreation, then we are paying our way 
“those trees out there,” said Henry Haskell,exec-  already,”’ said Jim Berlin, supervisor of the 
utive secretary of Trees for Tomorrow Resource Nicolet. 
Center at Eagle River, is their future impact on Chequamegon totaled 863,000 visitor days last 
the world economy. year. The Nicolet had well over one million. 

Today the two forests are producing about 110 Regardless of their promise, the North retains 
million board feet of wood a year. They could cut a long-term love-hate relationship with the federal 
three times the pulpwood they do. This would forests. While grateful to Washington for restor- 
improve income for the forests and the counties, ing “The Lands Nobody Wanted,” the title of a 
which receive 25% of federal stumpage payments. 1974 book on eastern reserves — local town and 
That’s a tiny percentage of the needs of the state’s | county supervisors more and more resent the loss 
49 paper mills, but it would be a boost for the — of tax base, especially as the forests become more 
northern sands, as some once called the region valuable to tourism. A wild forty sells for $10,000 
after its trees were gone. to $25,000 in the region. Six counties shared 

When the forest begins to produce high quality $323,242.45 and another $121,995 in returned 
maple, oak, yellow birch and other hardwoods, revenue from the Nicolet last year. But the debate 
not forgetting white and red pine, the logging will | over whether they’re getting their money’s worth 
be sustained yield. But Rick Prausa,aland man-__ is gradually becoming moot as the trees gain in 

agement forester, said that the reserves will easily _ value. 
surpass cutting because the tree growth, being When you ask Forest Service officials what the 
exponential, is becoming “tremendous.” forests are worth, they tell you there is no single 

Federal reforestation emphasized the restora- answer. Planners say the net value in terms of 
tion of watersheds so both forests are the source potential resources discounted to 1983 is about 

of wild and lovely rivers, making them increas- $230 million for the Nicolet— about the same for 
ingly popular fishing and recreational attractions. _ its sister forest. 
Although much land on the lakes and streams is “Very few people 50 years ago could have fore- 
privately owned, the 1,167 Nicolet and 524 seen that we would be in the situation we have 
Chequamegon lakes, along with hundreds of now,” said Prausa. ““We’re seeing some fantastic 
miles of pristine trout and warm water streams, stands of trees, some potential for great stands.” 
will become infinitely more valuable in coming Suddenly and perhaps moreso in years to 
decades. come, the true value of the forests may lie in how 

they are coveted. 9 
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A ttempting to describe what the North will  erning bodies, while retaining their jurisdictional 50 YEARS 

be like in 50 years is a bit like forecasting autonomy, will form regional governmental FROM NOW 
the weather for next weekend. To begin with, you councils. This will allow them to share informa- 
compile the most accurate data you can find on tion and to conduct more efficient law enforce- DAN SMALL, Free 
current trends, then choose what appear to be ment, purchasing, services delivery and regional Lance Writer and 

dominant patterns, project those forward, and planning ona variety of fronts. One result of such | Humanities Division 

watch to see if they unfold as you imagined they planning will be regional waste management pro- Head, Northland 
would. Sometimes they do, though often they do grams. Whether or not we get nuclear wastes, College and MICHELE 

not. other forms from industry and municipalities will _GESLIN SMALL, 

Forecasting a possible future for the Northcan have to be handled. Management goals include Futurist and 

give us an array of options. We may want to reducing the amount of waste generated, develop- Associate Professor 

accept, modify or reject these options, but in so ing waste disposal facilities that consider long- of English, Northland 

doing we are anticipating what the future of the term environmental and economic savings, and College 
North may be like. We are thus one step closer to _ continually searching for alternatives to putting 

active involvement in creating that future. A garbage in the ground. 
vision of the future is needed before we can begin Industries which produce solid and hazardous 
to decide how to get there, even though we know wastes will realize that what has been called 
that vision will change as it nears realization. “waste” is really a resource that until now has not 

Our most basic assumption is that there will been used. 
indeed be a future for the North in SO years. Industries will see “waste” as too valuable to 

What kind of future can northern Wisconsin throw away. Further incentives will come from 

look forward to? Let’s deal first with nuclear _ the scarcity of critical minerals and the increasing 
energy and nuclear waste. Reducing our current cost of producing virgin materials, plus rising 
stockpile of nuclear arms will turn those weapons __ transportation charges. Economic motives will 
into nuclear waste, adding greatly to the already — thus complement environmental ones to create a 
vast amounts of both high- and low-level radioac- _ climate for recycling, the production of refuse- 
tive waste awaiting disposal at various sites across _ derived fuel for burning in power plants and the 
the country. We doubt that a means of perma- __ collection of methane produced in landfills. 
nent, safe disposal of these wastes will be found Northern Wisconsin could become energy- 
within 50 years, but fervently hope the federal , ; — OP ea ee —— 

- government will have the wisdom to place them in Fi ; a ] a foe sill 
temporary, above-ground storage until a perma- Aaja Ni iy ) am i 7 “ , i“ 

nent solution can be found. Already considered as Rgpl/as D7 a _ el Pie ft) maw | lean 
a possible site for ‘‘permanent” underground § seat i> .. & ad [eo Z 

; , y/o 7 iN Din pb 
storage, northern Wisconsin may not have the aw o_) MN Oe iy } di 
political clout to bar becoming a temporary one. [4 Dh EE 2 a eg . A 
Citizens must do everything in their power to “i Me i ‘ei J ye’ 
ensure that temporary storage sites do not <_——/ir ON : | 
become de facto permanent disposal sites. They § , SY Lad eS | Ti adlis  : Y 
must insure that they are located in the most envi- yi | RO. te ee 
ronmentally safe places, not the most politically OM Migs ~~ on Se ; — De <P NTF et 

Regardless of whether the Navy decides to Bp eG mck” Pe SEE ad 

reconsider its “need” to use northern Wisconsin’s iia = . Py a 7 - 
bedrock as an antenna to communicate with 7 |] so ey PA : 
nuclear submarines, the subs themselves will most 7M pe wih A a, | me Tf 
likely be obsolete within 50 years, and advances in “em a is i: alan - a i 4 
communications technology will have reduced 7% Zed Src? PG Ogee A 
project Sanguine/Seafarer/ELF to a footnote in ‘=e — As 4 ES COR eae 

military and political history. independent within 50 years, but to do. so would Wood burning, solar and 

As for nuclear power plants, if there are any _—- require both regional planning and individual wind energy plus new 
left in 50 years they are not likely to beinnorthern | commitment on a grand scale. This would require _ construction technology 
Wisconsin. Then as now, the North will be too far a move toward conservation technology, retrofit- Could pee the North _ 
from major population centers to justify locating _ ting of existing structures and design of new fe ul epee 
a nuclear plant here. Existing nuclear plants homes, businesses and perhaps entire communi- regional planning and in- 

across the Midwest probably won’t be replaced as _ ties to make the best use of passive and active dividual commitment on a 
alternative energy sources develop and conserva- solar energy, wood heat, wind energy and other Or ae zi 
tion measures gain greater acceptance. alternative sources. 

In another anticipated development local gov- Acid rain will continue to present a major 
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threat to environmental quality if the total, and scenic river) to maintain a ship channel in the 
amount of air pollution being released into the Mississippi, while the Missouri River is diverted 

nation’s atmosphere now stays the same or rises. to quench the thirst of parched croplands from 
The eventual extent of acid rain’s effects on the South Dakota to Texas. 
North is uncertain. Soil micro-organisms and a Make no mistake—we will have water when 
wide variety of plant and animal species living on other wealthier and more populous regions no 
land and in the water are almost sure to be longer do, and we will have to face the issue of 
harmed if current trends aren’t reversed. The water diversion. The sooner the North develops a 
long-term detrimental effects of acidification plan for the use of its water and a rationale for 
would be most likely to show up in softwater lakes _ protecting it, the more reasonably we will be able 
and aspen stands in areas where a thin, acidic to deal with requests or demands for a share of 
layer of soil overlays granite bedrock. Some of _ this resource and the more likely we will be to ben- 
these lakes in northern counties will no longer _ efit from any exchange. 
support game fish, causing a few communities to The North may not boast a booming economy 
lose what economic stability their tourist industry in 50 years, but it can support a stable, self-sus- 
provides. If acid rain severely stunts aspen taining one, based on tourism, agriculture, forest 
growth, then of course a primary ripple effect will products and small, clean, hi-tech industries. 
be felt in both the logging industry and wildlife Nationally, genetic engineering and robot manu- 
populations. It will also be felt in the recreational _ facture are likely to be the two largest industries 
and commercial industries that depend on aspen. _ by the year 2000. Just what their impact on the 

Unless regulations and land-use patterns North will be is uncertain. Effects will be felt both 
change more drastically than we anticipate, the in industries in the larger communities, such as 
North should experience no shortage of pure Superior, Ashland, Merrill and Chippewa Falls, 

groundwater 50 years from now. Leachates from and in forestry and agriculture. Business opera- 
abandoned landfills, leaking gasoline storage tions everywhere will be computerized. Service 
tanks, accidental spills and illegal dumping of functions ranging from one-family cottage indus- 
hazardous materials pose the greatest threats to tries producing software for expanding markets 

groundwater purity. However, since most to large developers of industrial computer compo- 
groundwater stays within its watershed of origin, nent parts will find a welcome home in the North. 

any contamination should be very localized. The North’s colleges and technical schools will 
Pyrite-bearing tailings from metallic mineral provide both the link to the academic world where 

mining are a potential hazard to groundwater, high-tech industry develops and the training to 
since water percolating through them can produce prepare future workers. Any mining operations 
sulfuric acid. Mining waste regulations must be begun within the next decade, such as those pro- 
stringent enough to prevent groundwater contam- _ posed for copper and zinc in Forest County, will 
ination during and after any mining operationsin probably be winding down. They will bring new 
the North, where pyrite is present in most mineral _ residents to fill openings for skilled jobs and give a 
deposits. Agricultural pesticide use is minimal, so temporary boost to the local economy, but gains 
the North is not likely to suffer from the sort of _ will be short-lived. Both government and the pri- 
pollution caused by aldicarb in the Central Sands vate sector are more responsive to economic and 
potato-growing region. social change today than during the boom-bust 

As groundwater in other regions becomes con- mining era that left its scars on the people and 
taminated or depleted, ours will increase in value. land of northern Wisconsin, Minnesota and 
The day may come when a thirst for pure water Michigan. But mines eventually shut down and 
will drive industry, agriculture and even entire city companies pull out. Local residents will have to 

populations north. However, it is the North’s sur- contend with a system of inflated services, a crip- 
face water reserves—particularly those of Lake pled economy, and a natural environment that 
Superior, which contains roughly 10% of the will never be the same, regardless of the amount 

world’s fresh surface water—that face the greatest and degree of reclamation performed by a well- 
potential threat. Western mining companies and meaning industry. 
shipping interests in the lower Great Lakes We anticipate a substantial increase in timber 
already have their eye on the greatest of the Great harvest, along with more intensive management, 
Lakes. At its current rate of depletion, the as the forest products industry finds new uses for 
Ogalalla Aquifer, which irrigates virtually allagri- cellulose, especially aspen pulp, to replace metals 
culture in the High Plains states (where half the and petroleum-based plastics. Federal, state, 
nation’s beef cattle are fattened), will be sucked county and private foresters will need to work 
dry within 50 years. What will northern Wiscon- closely with wildlife managers. They must plan 
sin demand in trade for Lake Superior water? timber sales in a way that balances efficient use of 
(Remember, we have no fossil fuel reserves!) Will the wood resource with maintenance of optimum 
we even have a choice in the matter, or will the habitat for northern forest wildlife. Aspen of dif- 
High Plains agricultural lobby, backed by a beef- ferent ages managed in small blocks can provide a 
hungry nation and a grain-hungrier world simply sustained pulp harvest, help stabilize populations 
force a pipeline down our throats? Such a pipeline of major game species, such as deer, ruffed grouse 
would divert enough of Lake Superior’s “sur- and snowshoe hares, and benefit predators and 
plus” water down the St. Croix (a national wild non-game species as well. Of course, a large-scale 
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commitment to conifers rather than aspen, or a 
move to more intensive monoculture would 
change this balanced picture. So would acid rain NORTH FOLK OF 2020 
or the abandoning of management altogether. Who will inhabit the North in 50 years and what values will they 

The North will never be a major agricultural hold? The trend toward smaller families and the general aging of the 
region. However, farmland here will certainly population means Golden Ponders will continue to outnumber the 
become more valuable. Its contribution to the young. However, there is another apparent trend which we think will 
nation’s food basket could become more signifi- grow: more and more young people are choosing to stay or move to the 
cant as water shortages and increased salinity in North seeking independence and the challenge of self-reliance that has 
other areas cause a marked reduction in arable always attracted hardy souls. 
land nationally. Dairy products and forage crops These newcomers will likely be vocal and active. Coalitions and 
will continue to dominate. More small-acreage citizens’ lobbies and networks will spring up as these newcomers dis- 
operators will move into other cash crops and cover ties both to the land and to a widely-scattered but like-minded 
even aquaculture to supply regional markets as community. Like most Americans of the high-tech age, northerners will 
long-distance transportation costs increase. How- have far more leisure time than today, thanks to shorter work weeks, 
ever, total agricultural acreage here may actually longer vacations, increased opportunities for self-employment and 
decline in the next 50 years since depressed prices portable electronic work stations that will allow formerly desk-bound 
for farm products will continue to drive some employees to complete assignments at home. To fill their leisure hours, 
farmers to seek other employment, while former they will seek more educational opportunities, attend more cultural 
croplands continue to sprout residential events and pursue outdoor recreational activities like never before. 

developments. Their values, along with those of longtime inhabitants, will shape 
The subtle but real effects of these two trends the future of the North. But what will they value most, and will there be 

may transform the region’s economy. The new a consensus? ; : 
resident who builds on 40 acres of former agricul- In 50 years, just as today, the attitudes toward the land expressed 
tural land displaces a certain amount of money by northern Wisconsinites and other Americans will fall into three cate- 
that once circulated in the local economy to gories: exploitation, stewardship or preservation. Some will see land as 
purchase equipment, fuel, feed, veterinary ser- a vehicle for economic gain—a place to build a shopping center or an 
vices and so forth. Regional and state-supported industrial complex. Others will be caretakers with an active concern for 
incentives, such as the Farmland Preservation nature’s well-being, but with the view that nature is at its best when it 
Program, will be needed to ensure that adequate se pope s needs. Examples are parks, agriculture, game and forest 

Ser ea PDC Still others will seek to preserve parts of the North as wilderness, 
The number of resorts and rooms declined from 1971 arguing that wild lands show us what America once was, that wilder- 

through 1980. Top figure is number of establishments and } ness has recreational value which offers a radical contrast with every- 
the bottom is the number of rooms. day life, that it is a living “laboratory” where scientists can learn and 

Q ae that its very existence has spiritual value even to those who may never 
£ visit it. 

Most northerners will probably hold all three attitudes: they will 
Le support developing one parcel, “cooperate with” another and preserve 

alae in its natural state yet a third. All three views are prevalent across the 
pipe eee auisconsin ae North today, and present land-use patterns reveal a fair balance among 

Teenie et them. 
Ree ok esti o The question is, which attitude will dominate in 50 years? The 
pe 8 land-use decisions we make today, both as individuals and as a region, 

| eek =a will be with us and our descendants for some time to come. A clear 
<a plea ote fas understanding of what we value in the land and of why we favor one use 
Sa e220 | ease over another will guide us toward decisions we can live with and which 

ne! uatene ie we can honestly justify to future generations. The way we use our land 
12587 (110%) 7 clearly expresses our values, whether we articulate them or not, and it 

Gaon ea i. will form the values of our children and their children, serving either as 
78088 Rooms ae Tee a model to emulate or as an example of misuse to be rectified. The 7) q A : ‘ ; : 

tLe North and its future inhabitants await our choice. 
pabee ™ soutienn wiLWAUKEE 

eee, EVES Pi RnRROS Emenee 
LP Tr oe oN ae Eee ws Or Historically, mining has 

x F : ERE deans LS ha) gee ie a (825), been a boom and bust 
Tourism and recreation will be perhaps THE ey) ae or, See ee proposition. No matter 

major northwoods industries in 50 years. There Bore Pelee of 7 Vi Reese how prosperous, mines 
will be greater demands placed on all resources as ae ers ee (aves y fe ne  & Gee eventually shut down and 
the North’s four-season recreational opportuni- i ee Gta ee ees =| companies pull out. This 

Q ; PO fo eee @| etching shows men dig- 
ee eee residents. More sec- eed oo ere Lea ea ging test shafts for copper 
ond-home buyers, seeking an independent and = Se Bea ey ee (25 near the Brule River in the 
slower-paced lifestyle in a high-quality environ- Soe Oe ails ee BiieGe =  Mid-1800s. Little ore was 
ment may eventually retire here. There will be eee AV eee N tae ee Te le, a esout 
more and more city-based hunters, fishermen, Ee STEVEN Olson Environmental Insitute 
boaters, skiers, snowmobilers, hikers and campers. 
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To meet these damands, the integrity of the people management. We foresee two clear trends: 
Chequamegon and Nicolet National Forests and human use of land and water will continue to 
Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, along with reduce the carrying capacity of many habitats for 
that of the many state and county parks and for- certain fish and wildlife species, while at the same 
ests, must be preserved. User permits, advanced time the demand and competition for fish and 
registration and quotas will regulate “traffic” in _ wildlife recreation will increase. What impact will 
both impact-sensitive and wilderness areas. Some these trends have? Let’s look at some examples. 
units will be sacrificed to high-use demands and __ Fish and anglers will probably lose a few northern 
others will be entirely off-limits, used for scientific lakes to acid rain, rusty crayfish and perhaps 
study and as buffer zones for endangered and other as yet unidentified causes. Other lakes will 
threatened species. lose their muskellunge fishery, unless a substan- 

Private lands may be required to relieve some _ tial number of muskie anglers follow the catch- 
recreational pressure from public lands, and and-release lead of certain farsighted sportsmen’s 
DNR will have to work with landowners to groups. Overall, most anglers will still find satis- 
ensure that their concerns are met as well. faction with the North’s warmwater fishery. A 
Regional planning and zoning to encourage clus- few northern rivers will continue to provide har- 
ter development of commercial establishments vestable numbers of wild trout, but most top- 
will reflect a public interest in wise land and notch streams will offer no-kill fishing only or 
resource use. Lake Superior’s South Shore will other restrictive regulations to allow a finite 
spawn several more marina and recreational com- resource to accommodate the growing demand 
plexes over the next 50 years, with condominiums for quality trout fishing. Lake Superior and its 
and other facilities to cater both toa sophisticated __ tributaries will still support a diversified trout and 
summer boating crowd and to the varied tastes of salmon sport fishery, thanks to a strong stocking 
winter sports enthusiasts. Fewer, but larger, four- and management program. Commercial fishing 
season recreational developments, similar to will be all but dead, having been replaced by 
Cable’s Mount Telemark, will replace all but a intensive fish farming by about the turn of the 
handful of the small, Ma-and-Pa resorts already century. 

in sharp decline. Deer will still be the most significant game spe- 
New fees and increases in existing fees will help cies 50 years from now, and deer numbers will 

pay for campgrounds, trails, access points and. most likely rise in the North, due to increased log- 
interpretive programs. They will support stepped- ging and more intensive aspen management. The 
up fish stocking and more intensive management North will also see a great increase in the number 
of all resources. The concept of “‘pay-as-you-go”” _ of deer hunters because Northwoods counties will 
will encompass both the traditional consumptive _ still offer the best opportunity in the state for a 
and so-called non-consumptive sports, as the bur- trophy. We would not be surprised to see 
den of resource management shifts more and bowhunters outnumber rifle hunters in 50 years, 
more to those who use the resource. This could as traditional hunting camps die out and more 
mean more area entrance fees, like the camp- and more urbanites discover the solitude, longer 
ground fees we pay today. There might be state- season and overall high quality experience 
wide administration with regional distribution of _ bowhunting provides. Bear hunting will become 
funds based on population or level of use. Thus, more restrictive to maintain the animal’s status as 
“recreation permits” might replace hunting and a big game trophy as hunter numbers increase. 
fishing licenses, and outdoor enthusiasts might And the North’s ruffed grouse and snowshoe hare 
purchase birding, skiing, hiking and edible plant- populations will continue to support an ever 
gathering stamps. This would be in addition to greater demand for small game hunting. 
fish and other game America woke up late to the crying need to 

Future prospects for fish and wildlife in the manage endangered and threatened species, and 
North hinge on two factors in addition to overall today Wisconsin and other states are making a 

environmental quality: habitat management and valiant attempt to study and preserve the vanish- 
: ing wild. Marginal wildlife species like sharp- 

TG tailed grouse, bobcats and timber wolves will 
aes | hang on as long as public policy and funding 

Hayward ce.) Seen allow for the maintenance of their very specialized 
P2001 000 8 Googe - i ¢ ¥ ont es" Salt Say, habitat and for their careful management. But let 

“A hinelander 2 Ly County them become a luxury or a pest and they will go 

yo ee ae the way of the woverine and woodland caribou. 
NS hg There is little doubt that DNR will have a Divi- 

In 50 years the North- (>) VAP” sion of Resource Management in 2030, but will it 
woods will attract even fe KOS still have an Office of Endangered and Non-game 
more urban travelers. This oe. aN Species? The answer to that question lies in the 
Hla esas fmt = 2.24 }smeboyaen Values of an unborn generation. 
depicts the daily average eiing (Com 30 , SS We are by no means suggesting that this fore- 
of Chicago recreation Green aie cast will come to pass in precisely the manner we 
seekers in Wisconsin dur- . =) FN ee care have described, but offer it as a series of possible 
ing June, July and eh fs} 500 future outcomes projected from current trends. August. Lake Geneva /@giiliemsaaa '~ : : * 

4,000 These are just a few of the many options before us 
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and the next generation of Wisconsinites as we _ that impact is readily apparent or not, we begin to The future will bring 
plan our future. To help accomplish this task, we see problems and their possible solutions ina new greater demand on all of 

offer one more concept, one which underlies this light. We see, for example, that what we have _ the North's recreational 
entire article and in fact the entire edition of this called “side effects” are really main effects, that Pere Contey of he Selrd Ofer 
magazine: the North Country is a complex set of we cannot do merely one thing in isolation — Environmental Institute 
interrelated systems. The set includes natural sys- (because nothing exists in isolation), and that 
tems—for example food chains and hydrologic _ there is no “away” where we can throw things we 
systems—and man-made systems, such as govern- no longer want or need. To see our region in a 
ments, transportation networks, educational dis- state of dynamic balance that we can upset or help 
tricts, and so forth. The point is, these subsystems maintain frees us from any feelings of powerless- 
interact to form a functioning whole, and any _ ness, yet at the same time binds us to the effects of 
change at one level will have eventual repercus- our actions with a greater sense of responsibility 
sions somewhere else. When we understand that _ than ever before as we forge its future. That is 
all environmental impact is cumulative and that it both the liberation and the legacy of the systems 
affects the entire system in some way, whether _ perspective. Q 
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“Use your imagination,” they said. Here’s the idea: 
“This ‘Northwoods’ edition of the magazine is going “Power Gas,” is science fiction — a notion of the 

to be full of sober, heavy stuff,” they said. North in 75 years if commercial and industrial develop- 
“But it needs something lighter, wacky, funny if pos- | ment were allowed to proceed without limit — if maxi- 

sible, and just short of libelous,” they told me. mum yield and efficiency were the only considerations. 

POWER GAS “Your task — should you chose to accept it — is to - “Unnamed Lake” could happen in 2058 if we con- 
write us that sort of thing. So go forth, place your tinue present trends. 

2049 tongue firmly in your cheek, and leave it there until you | have set these sketches in Vilas County because | 

come back with something about northern Wisconsin's — know and like the place. If it's any comfort to you, the 

DAVE CREHORE, future in 75 years or so.” same things could happen in Crandon, Park Falls, or 
DNR Public : “If you do well,” they said, “we will print it.” “it you Spooner. 

Information, Green fail, we will disclaim all knowledge of your mission. The Author 
Bay Good luck. 

To our readers: The events depicted in the following two stories are strictly science fiction 
fantasies. Hopefully, they will never happen in Wisconsin’s Northwoods and should not be 
confused with some of the speculation, projections and forecasts offered by various authors 
throughout this special edition. However, these two stories are included to stimulate thought 
and to emphasize that through awareness and planning, the people of the Northwoods can 
guide their own future away from adversity and toward a quality living experience. We hope 
you find this different and provocative writing style useful in the context of the entire North- 
woods edition. If you have any comments | would be glad to receive them. 

Jeff Smoller, Director, Information and Education 

The place: Old Wisconsin Museum, Minocqua an O2 bottle or a porta-scrubber. You could even 

As the scene opens, elderly John Lorax, curator ™, if you wanted Lots of people did: 
of the museum, greets a family of visitors who have , Don’t repeat this, but back in the old days, 
just entered. Both Lorax and the museum show this here Power Bas used to be known as sulfur 
obvious signs of age and neglect. dioxide. That’s right. But then the Power Founda- 

: tion talked the government into giving it a new 
Lorax: “Well, hello there! Doggone it, you name. Wanted to make it sound better. 

folks surprised me. Not often we get company in “Enough of my rambling along — you folks 

this part of the country any more. are here to learn some Wisconsin history. 
“I’m John Lorax, your guide here at the = “Wisconsin? That’s what this part of the coun- 

FG REIL I ee EG CN Momo EO NT try used to be called, years ago, before they 
ads r WAGE hie " ee - \ formed the North Central Natural Resource and 

2 MELE KFA BED sae Defense Park. That’s where you are now. You 
ee WAR ge ma a: \ Wiig, wouldn’t believe it, but before the Park came a lot 
ar | ’ “ (S0F, [ey of this land around here used to be owned by the 
ey i \ \ AD > EXY CH ie J) government. Course, that’s illegal now. And 

* A O\ £9 Ved 5 Uh rn there were all kinds of private places — little post- 
\ \\\ oie Ne mite Se age stamps with houses on them all over the place. 

. a? SZ. GANG) CO : Can you imagine that? Why, you couldn’t mow 
git oe ta 0) rr Tae z your trees more than a mile or two in one direc- 

eee ae Ehz1) OE of Ege — tion before you’d run into a fence, or a cottage, or 
2 Ge Je \E = NS A ENS Cees something. 
“Ae Oe WW? ? RNS Daa 2 af “There used to be a lot more people up here 

SOE Ae Ste than there are now. 
‘ : fm, fy eee 8 ce : “They used to come up here to retire, or fool 

; ME: > oy Ee eit ee around in the woods, or ride in boats. Some had 
d : CHA, 7 OO OSS lived here for years. Anyway, a lot of them were 

4 fo Smt ne en, - against all the things we have here now, every- 

museum, which is a service Of Amalgamated Cel- thing that makes the Park what it is — the 
Pores lulose, Inc. You folks come up here from Illinois? Nuclear Temple, Sanguine, the Peace Missiles, y Artist Virgil Beck, Box 3 
66, Stevens Point, WI 54481 I thought so —I can tell from your car. Mercedes Copperland, the Nature Preserves — everything. 

still goes over big down there, doesn’t it? “It’s hard to believe, but they really thought 

“By the way, how’s the power gas this after- they could stop the Park. And they were just ordi- 

noon? Pretty thick? Well, you’ll have to be careful nary people! Yup, they were against it all — the 
when you leave — it gets worse toward nightfall. coal pipelines, the Arizona project, the Chem- 
Get right into your car and don’t walk around friends — the whole thing. Why, they were even 
out-of-doors without a porta-scrubber. Amalga- against General Technology taking over for the 
mated would hate to have any of its guests get Defense Department. 
bronchial attacks on the grounds! Little joke, “Treason, you say? Well, there were those who 

folks. would agree with you. I was around in those days 

“You know, I can remember back before the — I was a kid in the 80s, when Amalgamated 
power gas was not quite so bad, you could go bought the national forests. It got mighty 

outside and walk around all you wanted, without peo around here for those who fought the 
ark. 
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“Well, I sure have been rattling on, haven’t I? _ the trees grow faster. 
Let’s start the tour, and you'll be able to see for “You see, they engineered the superpopples 
yourself what things used to be like. and clonepines to grow in 20 hours of sunlight, 

“First off, on your left here is a holographic _year ’round, and to resist the power gas. The way 
reproduction of an old logging camp. Those big _it worked out was really clever, let me tell you. 
round things are logs. Yup, that’s what a tree See, the bad trees — the ones we don’t want — 
looks like before it goes into the plasma-chipper. need a longer nighttime, and they can’t stand the 
"Course, you don’t see trees that big any more. __ gas, so they’re pretty well done for. And that way 
Notice, too, that there wasn’t any machinery to the Chemfriends don’t have to use nearly as much 
speak of. Just axes and hand tools and draft herbicide to protect the good trees. 
animals. “Well, let’s move along. On your right is a pro- 

“What’s that, sonny? No, that animal there _ jection of a fishing scene. The big flat surface is a 
isn’t a cow, it’s an ox. An ox is a bull that’s had _lake, the thing with the two men in it is a fishing 
something done to it. No, not genetic recombina- _boat, and if you look close you can see a fish that 
tion — it was simpler than that. they’re trying to land. 

“Anyway, back in those days the trees grew “Yup, the lakes used to be big pools of water 
anywhere they felt like, good trees and bad trees __ sitting in holes in the ground. That was before the 
mixed up together. So those lumberjacks, as they _ Arizona project, of course — the water is all down 
used to call them, just roamed around up here, _ there, now. Anyway, lots of fish used to live in the 
cutting down the biggest trees. They’d use horses _ lakes, and people would go out in boats like this 
and oxen to haul the logs down to the river banks, __ to try to catch them. We used to have thousands 
and then float the logs down the rivers! Can you _ of lakes up here, and thousands of fishermen, too. 
imagine that? Nowadays, of course, the trees in “Would you believe you used to have to buy a 
the preserves get turned into cellulose slurry inthe license to fish? I know it sounds crazy, but you 
plasma-chippers, and get pumped directly to did. And people used to complain about the cost 
Green Bay. of those licenses! Right up to where they weren’t 

“Sonny, you'd get a real kick out of the Pre- available any more. 

serves. Think of it — hundreds of miles of “What happened to the fishing? Well, along 
superpopple and clonepine, all growing in nice about 2010 it got to where between the power gas 
rows. And wait ’til you see Big James, the robot and the Chemfriends, there weren’t many fish left, 
harvester, He can clear a strip 50 meters wide, and when you could catch one you couldn’t eat 
going five clicks an hour. Maybe you can get a _ him anyway. So fishing kind of petered out. Then 
ride on him! when the Arizona project came along, people 

“Another thing you’ll notice about the Pre- didn’t mind pumping the water off down south. 
serves — they have 20 hours of daylight and only __ Yes sir, right outside this building, there’s a big ; 
four hours of nighttime. That’s right — Amalga- _ hole where a lake used to be. 
mated orbited a lot of big mirrors, and they reflect “So, that about ends our tour. But before you pee anee Meee ne 
the sun down here to make the days longer and _go, don’t forget that your ticket to Old Wisconsin 66, Stevens Point, Wi 54481 
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includes a shuttle ride to the Nuclear Temple. If be looking at the last of them. He won’t bother 
you haven’t seen it yet, you ought to go. Biggest you, though — he’s learned to give people a pretty 
collection of high-level nuclear wastes on the con- wide berth. But watch out for the plastic dome 
tinent. No? OK — maybe I can give your shuttle around the Experience. A couple of people have 
pass to someone else. walked into it and hurt themselves. 

“One other thing — not many people are inter- “Hey! Wait a minute, folks! It’s starting to 
ested anymore, but just through this door over rain, so you'd better get your car under cover 
here is what we call the Wilderness Experience. If right away. With this south wind, the rain will 
you want to, you can take a walk through it. take the shine off it just like that. Hard on the 

“Just let me tell you a little bit about it first. tires, too. 
You'll see a whole lot of different kinds of trees, “Well, sorry you have to leave so soon. Too 
and some of them are pretty big. Much bigger bad you missed the Wilderness. It does things to 
than the standard 10-centimeter diameter they people. Always does for me, at least. So long — 
grow them to nowadays. But don’t worry — they and hurry back to Old Wisconsin. 
won’t fall on you. (Visitors exit. Lorax returns to seat behind 

“Another thing — there’s a bird in there. Big desk, and begins to thumb through an old Wisconsin 
Cartoon by Artist Virgl Beck, Box SUCKer, called a pileated woodpecker. There used Natural Resources Magazaine. Fade to black.) 
66, Stevens Point, WI 54481 to be two, but the female died last year, so you'll 
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THE N ote: The enclosed Department of Natural Last month it came to my attention that the 
UNNAMED Resources correspondence file is provided owner of a four-acre property in the Town of 
LAKE under the terms of the Freedom of Information Presque Isle is interested in selling. As you know, 

Act. properties that large are rarely available in Vilas 
June 18, 2058 County these days. I flew over the property early 

ie eee rae FROM: Larry Jordan, DNR, Rhinelander in May, and was surprised to find no houses, cot- 
tion, Green Bay TO: George Kruger, Bureau of Real Estate, tages or other buildings on it. You won’t believe 

: DNR, Madison this, but there are no roads, either. The nearest 
SUBJECT: Proposed purchase of unnamed private dwelling outside the property is a good 

lake tract, Vilas County 100 yards away. That makes the tract really 
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remote and desirable as a wild area for July 29, 2058 

preservation. FROM: George Kruger, Madison 
The best part is that the property includes an TO: Larry Jordan, Rhinelander 

unnamed lake .97 acres in size. SUBJECT: Unnamed Lake Tract 
The satellite photos show that this little lake is I’m afraid I have bad news. I tried to make a 

the only remaining body of water in Vilas County strong case for your unnamed lake, but I was 
without a building of some sort along the shore- _ overruled. 
line. That makes it a curiosity, and for that reason As you know, we’re buying the last of the rail- 
alone, I recommend that it be purchased by the _ road rights-of-way in the State. At the same time, 

State. we’re trying to pick up options on the national 

forest land that’s up for sale this year. I was told 
that we simply don’t have $200,000 to spare. 

June 25, 2058 You must realize that there are 7-million peo- 
FROM: George Kruger, Madison ple in the southern half of the state who desper- 

MO; Larry Jordan, Rhinelander ately need places to camp, ride bikes, and all the 
SUBJECT: Unnamed Lake Tract rest. With the state and national forest land just as 
I showed the maps and your letter to the pow- desperately needed for timber production, your 

ers-that-be, and their reaction was lukewarm. On _ four acres are a luxury we can’t afford. 
one hand they wanted to buy because we haven’t 
found any wild land in so long. On the other, they 
were reluctant because they wondered what good August 13, 2058 
a four-acre wild tract would do in the middle of an FROM: Larry Jordan, Rhinelander 
urbanized area. TO: George Kruger, Madison 

I haven’t been up there in a while, but as I SUBJECT: Unnamed Lake Property 
remember the county trunks around there are I looked at the property again yesterday, and 
lined with homes and strip development, and the took my wife along. We’ve decided to try to buy it 
lakes have just about been taken over by those ourselves. If she goes back to work, we might be 
who can afford to live on them. able to make the payments if anyone will give us a 

Why should we spend taxpayers’ money on Joan. 
land in an essentially elite suburb. According to We'll never be able to build on it, because we 

your own figures, land is going for more than couldn’t afford to buy and build at the same time. 
$75,000 an acre up there, and lake frontage has Jronic, But at least we'll have the satisfaction of 
topped $10,000 a foot. protecting it. I'll let you know what happens. 

Frankly, the boss can’t see why we should buy P.S. I hope both you and the boss keep in mind 
a playland for people who could easily afford to that this is the last undeveloped lake in the whole 
buy it themselves. How would anyone ever get stare. I’ve gone over the satellite maps and I’m 
access to it, if it’s surrounded by private land? positive. 

However, I’ll stick my neck out. Go ahead and 
look the place over, and talk to the owner. 

November 25, 2058 
FROM: Larry Jordan, Rhinelander 

July 3, 2058 ; TO: George Kruger, Madison 
FROM: Larry Jordan, Rhinelander SUBJECT: Unnamed Lake Property 

TO: _ George Kruger, Madison I said I would let you know what happened. To 
SUBJECT: Unnamed Lake Tract : make a long story short, we couldn’t buy it 
I’ve just come back from talking with the because no one would lend us the money. 

owner. He only wants $50,000 an acre! He could I went to the owner and tried to get him to sell 
get more, but he actually wants the State to buyit. on a land contract. He turned me down — he 

I took a canoe in and paddled around. It’s needs the money right away. 
really beautiful. Most of the land is bog, with So the inevitable happened. The banker told a 
pitcher plants, wild flowers and a nice stand of seal estate agent in Woodruff about the property. 
black spruce. The lake is a little jewel. When you The agent bought it for cash and has already sold 
get on the lake you can’t hear any cars or boats jt to some guy from down south. 

although they’re not far away. ie Last week my wife and I went out to look at the 
What you were saying about urbanization is Jake one more time. You wouldn’t believe it, but 

true. The population went over 250,000 last year, the guy found some loophole, and has filled in 
and land prices are such that it’s hard to buy any- part of the bog and is building a condominium. 
thing. I’ve been here seven years, and I’m still e’s also putting in a road. So goodby unnamed 

renting. lake. 
I think we have a responsibility to pick up these PS. It’s not an unnamed lake any more. The 

little wild corners when we can get them for a owner is going to name it after his wife. It’s 
measly $200,000. This could be the last piece of Wanda Lake now. 9 
land the state will ever buy in Vilas County! 

I want to get out there and get an option. How 
about it? 
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In the last decade, electronic media have 
BEEF ( ommunications can provide a critical link broadened Extension’s capacity to reach people 
MEDIA, in bringing people together to help guide through teleconferencing. The system is now the 
PLENTY OF and discuss the North’s future. : largest in the world and each year more than 
MESSAGES Technology has made it possible for the 49 900 citizens enroll in its programs. ; 

region’s rural residents to be as well informed as Do you need information on air pollution, acid 
their counterparts in large cities. Information ©n rain, designing a new tourism facility which har- 
how to deal with the problems and opportunities monizes with the landscape, the economics and 

unique to the North is now readily available politics of environmental regulation? A good 
through radio, TV and the computer. New tech- place to begin is the local library. Although many 
nologies will greatly increase information sources of the libraries in the north are small they can sug- 

in the years ahead and may invite home-based gest other sources. Wisconsin is divided into 
, businesses attuned to finance, commerce and fiprary systems with regional headquarters. In the 

, 4 communications. A strong University of Wiscon- North they include Green Bay, Wausau, Eau 

7 sin Extension can provide citizens with an educa- Claire and Superior. If the local library does not 
Ee tional base upon which to make decisions. have what you want, your request is forwarded to 

HAROLD C. Educational TV and radio now cover most of the regional library, and if they can’t help, the 

JORDAHL, JR, the north. Twenty-four-hour local weather request is teletyped to the State Reference and 
Professor, Urban and reports, storm warnings and safety information Loan Library in Madison. (In March, 1983 they 
Regional Planning, are available through the National Weather processed 10,000 requests.) 

UW-EX@nsion Service. ‘ we Computers have increased access to knowledge 
UW-Extension and the Educational Television enormously. Terminals or home computers may 

Network have developed “Infotext.” A $300 TV coct anywhere from $600 to more than $4,000. 

adapter gives access to a signal, set aside exclu- They give access to information vendors who will 
sively for transmission of textual information for — je, you search through more than 150 data bases 

farmers and the agri-business industry. dealing with topics in business, agriculture, natu- 
In the next few years, “Telotext” will allow a) resources, environment, medicine, government 

viewers to select whatever information they wish nq current affairs. You will obtain a reference 
to view on a TV screen. Commercial TV will also ang sometimes an abstract. You may then order 

use this system. the documents from the information vendor and 
Local newspapers list highlights for educa- have the cost billed to your credit card. A less 

tional radio and TV. For detailed programming, a expensive but slower alternative is to obtain the 
monthly radio and TV guide is available ata mod-  Gitaq documents you have located through the 
est cost from the Wisconsin Educational Televi- library system. Millions of pieces of information 
sion Network, 732 North Midvale, Madison, WI are now cataloged in these systems. For more 

53705. . information on subjects you can search, call toll 
Cable TV is now available in most communi- free Dialog (800-227-1927) or Knowledge Index 

ties. Equivalent coverage will be available in the (800-528-6050). The latter specializes in serving 

near future to homes which cable can’t reach  iyicrocomputer users and searching is done eve- 
through a new system called Direct Broadcast nings and weekends at a price about two-thirds 
Satellite (DBS). Rental rates are modest. For jeg. than Dialog. Some companies such as the 
those willing to spend several thousand dollars — ggurce or Comp-U-Serve provide a popular selec- 

the home satellite dish is another option. New tion of information and services; still others offer 
opportunities will be available in rural communi- highly specialized subjects that may be just what 
ties with short range Low Power TV (LPTV) sta- you need. Your librarian can help you. Dialog 

tions in much the same way local radio now aig offers Selective Dissemination of Informa- 
covers the north. tion (SDI) where a search will be run for you 

The first LPTV license has been issued for every time the data base is updated. 

Ladysmith. Hopefully, these new stations will The computer now also permits you to read 

have as strong a commitment to public service as newspaper articles, financial reports and stock 
to profits and will devote time to coverage of local market quotes, and other material on a screen. 

issues. With the right equipment, portions of the text can 
University Extension offices located in each pe printed out. 

county maintain extensive inventories of publica- Not everyone can afford the initial investment 
tions with direct relevance to the North. Exten- in home computers along with the charges for 
sion agents specializing in Resources, Community searches, documents and, for example, a subscrip- 

Development, Youth, Agriculture and Home tion to the New York Times or the Wall Street 
Economics hold hundreds of educational meet- Journal. Access however can be provided to citi- 

ings each year on issues affecting the North. zens at modest costs though computers which are 
The nine UW campuses and centers in the pow becoming commonplace in libraries, public 

North and the six vocational school districts with schools, the county courthouse or city building, 

their 14 campuses annually provide thousands of the Vocational Technical and Adult Education 
students with educational opportunities. North- Centers and University Extension offices. In fact 
land College at Ashland focuses on northernenvi- there isa splendid opportunity for these organiza- 

ronmental issues through its Sigurd Olson tions to coordinate their efforts to ensure that 
Environmental Institute. local citizens develop an understanding of how 
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computers can be used to obtain knowledge as simulate various alternatives to growth with the 
well as ensure such knowledge is available at rea- objective of minimizing environmental harm 
sonable costs. There also appears to be a potential before development permits are issued. 
for private investors to open firms using toll free The numerous local, state and federal agencies 
numbers to cater to the specialized needs of the are important sources of information. For exam- 
people in the north. ple, DNR field offices can provide information on 

University Extension now has computers in all most resource and environmental matters, while 
but one county. Under a project called “WIS- local and regional planning agencies have a 
PLAN” 80 computer programs have been devel- wealth of information on population, demo- 
oped on subjects ranging from feeding programs __ graphic trends and the economy. 
for dairy cows, beef cattle, swine and horses to Newspapers will continue to be an important 
detailed advice on how to plant, fertilizeandman- _ source of information. Issues of major metropoli- 
age your home garden. Census data for 1980 that _ tan papers are now available in many locations or 
can aid communities in the North when they plan through mail subscriptions. The local press has 
their futures are also now available on the system. _ played and will continue to play an important role 
Depending on the county, the service is either free _in reporting on issues unique to the north and in 
or a modest charge is made. maintaining a sense of community identity. © 

If you have a home computer it is possible to 
tie into WISPLAN with a $50.00 application fee. = 
The use of the WISPLAN then costs 20¢ per min- Sei ilies 
ute plus telephone costs. The number of programs ae Sees 
will increase substantially in future years. For foe ey 
example, one Extension agent is working with 
DNR on a computer program which will identify 
the sensitivity of lakes to increased development. 
Another program will deal with urban forestry. eee aa 

As additional programs are developed, it will era ea 
be possible for citizens in the North to meet with 
their planning and zoning committee to computer 

era se ee 

I na few decades people eager for profits gutted of personal job satisfaction. MAKING YOUR 
the North. Not many expressed concern for 3. Access to cultural resources; the arts, the- OWN BED 

the future. They thought — and acted—like the ater, music and dance. 

woods and wilderness were endless. What the log- 4. The maintenance, and where necessary the HAROLD C. 
ging companies didn’t take, forest fires did. Wet- _ restoration of a quality environment; clean air, JORDAHL UR. 
lands were drained. Attempts to farm in a harsh unpolluted waters, diversity in plants and ani- professor Urban and 
environment were aborted. Lives were crushed. mals, landscapes which are aesthetically pleasing Regional Planning 
Fifty years ago the North was bankrupt, finan- and unspoiled lake and river shorelands. UVWMadisonand i 
cially and physically. 5. Access to quality outdoor recreation; the former co-chairman 

Through their governments, people working opportunity to hunt in uncrowded forests, to of the Upper Great 
together began the long slow process of restora- canoe alone on a wild river, or to snowmobile or Lakes Regional 
tion and healing. Today the future holds promise. water ski at appropriate times and under safe oniniecion 
But how that promise will be fulfilled is not clear. _ conditions. 

The tragic experiences of the past provide lessons 6. Reasonable governmental costs. This can be 
and insight, if we are willing to learn. Simply put, achieved by locating new growth — housing, 
the lessons mean substituting short run gain for industry, public facilities — in and around 
long run economic and environmental vitality. existing communities where governmental ser- 

But we need agreement on goals — for the next _ vices can be provided at reasonable rates. Uncon- 
few years, the next decade and the next century. trolled growth will not only increase taxes but 

Consensus on goals can be achieved through substantially diminish the scenic quality of the 
the political process with thoughtful analysis, landscape and frequently preclude other resource 
exploration of alternatives, dialog, sometimes — uses such as forestry, berry picking and hunting. 
constructive conflict, debate, and then resolution. 7. Maintenance of a safe, high quality physical 
This must be followed by planning which has to and aesthetic environment. Renewal of existing 
have consistency in directing decisions toward the development in cities and villages should be 
goals. accomplished in a way that will minimize costs — 

Here are several suggested goals which have through energy efficient buildings for example. 
special relevance for the north: Regardless of the rate, growth in the North can 

1. A quality of life with access to education, _ generally be accommodated by the region’s vast 
health care, affordable housing, safety and a mea- _ resources. But decisions on how and where that 
sure of security. growth occurs will be crucial in the decades 

2. Opportunities for meaningful jobs in safe ahead. We can ring our lakes with two, three or 
working environments with a fair economic even more tiers of cottages and second homes and 
return to labor and managers and with high levels essentially destroy the beauty and tranquility 
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which first attracted us there. And although there The total of a lot of little hurts to the environ- 
are millions of acres of forest, is it prudent to sub- ment made by individuals and families can add up 
divide this magnificent resource into small tracts, to serious environmental problems. For example: 
each with a hunting shack or weekend retreat? @ One failing septic system will not affect a 

The goals should focus on environmental qual- lake. One hundred such failures could cause pol- 
ity and prudent use of natural resources. They can _ lution, stimulate noxious algae and weed growth 
be accomplished by carefully weighing the and make water unsafe for swimming. 
impacts of decisions which are made daily by indi- @ The removal of several trees on one lot to 
viduals, government agencies and private gain a “better” view of the river will not affect 
concerns. aesthetics. When every property owner does it, 

se sel the beauty of the river is destroyed. 
Ries ih Grae ; aay | @ The level of maintenance one practices on 
Soa eee : a “one’s house and surroundings should reinforce 

le SUI sale "3 oe and enhance the beauty of the neighborhood. 
ae wee ee eee © Using lawn fertilizers at the wrong time and 

ee oo3 Ne ERIS a ee “eg 2 in unneeded amounts may result in runoff into 
es ae * ra ee 5 surface waters and subsequent pollution. 

cae agen Toa Fe Pe Eee Neen en @ The use of wood for your home heater is 
ae ou. eS ME hit E laudatory energy conservation and can save 
ge oe OG Es Fed ee aie Segre money, but squirrels and raccoons and wood- 

PA ey i x ee See i MOG, 3 OE Ts peckers will have scant pickings if every last dead 
Re fe es Ge a ag a : eet tree and downed log is removed from the back 

see ee ee ae o a ee bez a Pe ve ee - sie to be po of poten- 
eee See ieee Sk Es Ea : ial air pollution when burning wood. 

oie eg od = sere ge ee ae oat we e Those are only a few examples, but the point is 
es oe ere ees that individual daily decisions can materially help 

PO i a Oe aS Smee § or hurt the environment. 
ait pee al ata ce hoe a There are hundreds of governmental units 

eo ee x, LOR oA which significantly influence the North; town 
OO OE meee, eee oe boards, sanitary districts, school districts, city 

y ide > pecs eS , councils, county boards and state and federal 
ge 5 rer ON ae agencies. Some examples of their decisions which 
TT ee So I as : can affect quality of life in the North: 
i a ahs Re Towns 

ee — i 3 3 ae se @ adopt and support the county comprehen- 
SS oy j See ag sive land use plan. 

Press on ie ipa 63 : @ for other than the most critical winter con- 
aha RP ead Bee erase ditions, use sand on the road and not salt. 
hee : Se eB ‘ @ maintain flowering shrubs along town road 

aes: - Pa a ea as . fa rights-of-way. 
alia “aye Pat ae ; @ close the town dump, stop the burning of 

Ft eee fa BS ra ie a solid wastes and join with the county in a waste 
i ee plan which emphasizes recycling, only burying 
es residues which are safe in sanitary landfills. 
—S SS , 3 @ maintain town road rights-of-way so as to 

‘ avoid unnecessary soil erosion and consequent 

ee PF si a . siltation. 
= Se oe —— Vee Counties 

"Serger A ee ee a rn, @ enact land use plans which reinforce the 
Se 2 ead ee 2 poals for the North. 

poe aa a = Sie @ enforce fairly the sanitary codes, floodplain 
Sgr ana ee eae EN Sat and shoreland regulations and the land use 

Goals for the North should ordinance. 

Beasts oe ually _ @ build new roads which minimize the 
also education, health impacts on soils, water, wetlands and forests and 
care, jobs, culture and which maximize aesthetic values. 
good government. @ manage the millions of acres of county for- 
Photo by Bob Becker Z 

ests not only for wood production but beauty, 
watershed protection, wildlife and wilderness 
values. 

State 
@ maintain and as necessary adopt tax poli- 

cies which reduce the reliance of local units of 
government on property taxes which will in turn 
reduce pressures for growth and new tax base. 
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@ reflect in the formulae for sharing state and 
federal taxes with local units the fact that in the Future of the bay 
North per capita income will be lower and unem- 

ployment (also under employment) in the foresee- VICTORIA HARRIS, DNR Planner, Green Bay 
able future will be greater than in the state as a 
whole. 

@ work closely with local units of government ; 
on the adoption and enforcement of required ae 
state laws: air and water pollution, solid waste ee 
management, shoreland and floodplain zoning 4 : /s 
and groundwater protection. : areas : 

@ adopt policies which emphasize quality eee . Ss 
hunting and fishing opportunities. es ph | ee eee 

@ manage state lands to meet not only state- oe ee Paes 
wide objectives but also the needs of the people of Se nT "ea pS S| 
the North. et Eg ee 
Federal ae rey. a poe eee 
@ join with the state and the counties through- UN Sia AS 

out the US Forest Service in developing plans to ee 7: ee 
capitalize on the multiple values of all public ee i a ae 
lands and to provide the maximum number of rey. a 
well paying, stable jobs in the wood products eee ce tes Se ee ee Fee 

industries. OE Bee fee 
@ diversify tree species and age classes so that By ee Cee ae ee ma 

small firms will have an opportunity to harvest ek ee. z = So Vs 
and process wood products. Diversity also ee oe eee Stee oa 
improves wildlife habitat, enhances scenic beauty we ae Se ; i ee oe ag 
and reduces the hazards of insect epidemics and Brak ae ie ee Se cy ae 

forest fires, ee ge ee ee 
@ understand the deep concerns of the people a ie ue (ies Sake oe ie eS a 

of the North when considering the ce for possi- Photo by Jean Meyer, courtesy of Linnea Probert, project assistant, Environmental Remote Sensing 
ble storage of nuclear waste and to involve them Center, Institute for Environmental Studies, UW-Madison 

as een Cee - Green Bay is a prime example of the best and the worst of the Great 
@ work cooperatively with state and local Lakes. The bay’s amenities and resources are heavily used by North- 

units of government in meeting national environ- eastern Wisconsin residents and attract thousands of tourists every 
mental objectives. year. But the complex array of multiple uses and human development 

© assist the people with development policies have led to serious water quality problems, particularly in the southern 

which emphasize the region’s economic end of Green Bay. f Oe 
advantages. In 1978 the Great Lakes Fishery Commission initiated a study of the 

© insist that “acid rain” which originates from technological, political and socio-economic feasibility of rehabilitating 
areas fanremoved from the nomilbercontrolled: Great Lakes ecosystems. Green Bay was selected as one of two test sites 

Historically, the number of jobless and under- because of the high level of ongoing management and research activi- 
employed people in the North has been higher ties. The Green Bay study group identified the major stresses impacting 
than elsewhere. Per capita income and family the Green Bay ecosystem and proposed alternative management strate- 
income are lower. Many jobs are seasonal. Trends gies for alleviating these stresses. Well over 100 local, State, federal and 
indicate that the creation of new jobs will be mod- international agencies or units of government are involved in managing 
est. The greatest opportunity lies in expansion of some aspect of Green Bay’s resources. The challenge is to coordinate 
existing businesses. Mining may occur in limited the policies, programs and resources of diverse and sometimes dispa- 
areas. Although the number of farms will decline rate groups in order to achieve common goals of sustained multiple 

somewhat, agriculture appears to be stabilized. uses and a quality environment. 
As forests mature, wood products harvesting and At the local level, the challenge of consensus management of Green 
processing will expand. Bay has been take up by government, resource agencies, universities 

In summary, new economic activity and and special interest groups coordinated by the Bay Lakes Regional 
growth will originate largely within the North but Planning Commission. The collective group, known as “Future of the 
will be influenced to a great degree by outside Bay,” has spent the past two years dealing with sensitive issues like 
forces; energy costs, interest rates, capital, and dredge spoil disposal, conflicts between commercial and sport fisher- 
availability of state and federal funds. The fact men, toxic contaminants and nonpoint source pollution. The primary 

that much of the growth will occur from within objectives of “Future of the Bay” have been to explore resource use 
the area provides the citizens with a great oppor- conflicts, develop acceptable alternatives, encourage inter-agency 
tunity to influence that growth. Private sector cooperation and planning, identify research needs, and inform affected 
decisions made cooperatively with public agencies citizens. Although full consensus is rarely achieved, Future of the 
can insure that growth is compatible with sound Bay provides oppertunity for the expression of diverse opinions, con- 
land use planning. Examples of approaches which sideration of new ideas, and coordination of many resources for more 

offer promise for both environmental quality and holistic management of Green Bay. 

69



improving the quality of life follow: 
@ increase existing wage levels. wie 
@ provide opportunities for jobs to young | Tl 

people. a Bo 
@ upgrade job skills. li i i Hf i} i} 
@ assist the small retail, service and tourism 5 a tb 

industries. 
@ help small business secure assistance from 

financial institutions and state and federal eco- 
nomic development agencies. \ 

@ help lending institutions find capital and 
operating funds for the special needs of the many 
small businesses. 

@ reduce the energy dollar drain by instituting 7 a 

vigorous energy conservation programs. j 
@ insist that mining, where it occurs, be done | f : : 

under strict environmental controls; in some frag- Sp eres 
ile areas it may be necessary to limit mining. 4 i ae : : : 

@ maximize employment opportunities in the : fy ee : 5 >. At 
harvest of forest products. | es ey feat : ho : ’ sere 

@ insure that existing and new tourism facili- | * 7 uid ie rx \ aay ats : 

ties be carefully designed and located so they do | Jee Mae Be aed e 
not adversely affect the environment. o U7 i rr oe See : ; ; : 1 ee ee 

FI 

: a ; Sopa Eg ' & 
i f Ed 

— ae. 

* | i a oe moor eh et 

es : aera. ee 
Chequamegon bay 2,000 | ee Seca 3 or 

A long range planning group charting the future of the : fede a == 2 = 
Chequamegon Bay area has come up with a series of ideas designed to is a ae — 
make that part of the North an even better place to live. Called | ; ee < a : 
Chequamegon Bay 2,000 (CB 2,000) the group will lay out a time | —— : < a wi 
schedule for accomplishing improvements proposed by several study | : ee SS . : e 

committees. 4 ant | 3 St —— . = : 
Recommendations from committees include proposals for the future iq eos 4a Sas | Beem ‘ ai eS rg ees ; - 

of recreation fisheries, the environment, area development, arts and | | ee, ee tt alee = i Sree 
culture, human relations, energy, tourism, agriculture, forestry and o r = eg R es fi 
government relations. The public will have a chance to vote on final ee Ere eae oe 3 
recommendations. CB 2,000 is sponsored by the Sigurd Olson Environ- | - SS SSS - 
mental Institute. ] SSS ; = 

Proposals include a lakeshore trail, better access to the Apostle i or Soe 
Islands National Lakeshore, a marina on Little Sand Bay, fish farming, ; 3 SSS : anti 

easing of Indian-White fishing conflicts, improved woodlot manage- a a igi ae 
ment, year-round tourist promotion, farmland preservation, joint - — are — 
purchasing by governmental groups and cooperative solid waste man- ———S—SS ate 
agement. CB 2,000 is also studying nuclear waste disposal and Project S———_— 
ELF. ; SS —. ae ~~ 

Planning, cooperation and 
commitment by individuals 
and government at all 

Back Cover. levels will give North- i 
woods residents a future Crono Wisconei 
h ort . 

ge See Superior points like a giant 

finger toward America’s 
heartland. 
Photo by Jean Meyer, courtesy of 
Linnea Probert, project assistant, 
Environmental Remote Sensing 
Center, Institute for Environmental 

Studies, UW-Madison 
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nea? - 
ae cS = iF oa | 
ns ¥ we: ‘bt =f i : 

_- = ag : 
Se oF eet ae ne at af , ’ 

i Sb SS r % 

gay : ” 22ES ax eines 25 ae Fi. Rs 

a = k 
Soe ee a a 
. a ieee A Re il ~~ 

al a — a he eS er 
, E *€ a2 ee See wil eee 
= ae Ta tel et eS = ae Rr Oe ae a tS Se 
4 a af > 4 5a oo | Oe Lis és, A a5 1 Be Pe i 

meerca s**t i ee ee * ee ee er es i, Eva Ba : at nee ri a. aS “4 eae “ Pai 

a Pee ya te hg Se, hy Bola # eae. o (a? ae. US! Fl oS 
4 AS ae ee ee it. gla ee ae ee = le oe 

anh le oe ee, a ek. ce Rae ie eS te a ‘ Bo te - ~ S . ie : t BY hey a c 

p<. hk i. ae aad Lede oop Pee sf g a Meee es CPT an bel gos 
pat PS 5 as) rn : aA i : Pas ae ie ey x : “age ss ro Fy a _ fe 

2 a ee ee ae © cet oe Mg. * ‘ ‘ : bas fe —* ~ Peat cor a Sees, ea | ae RA ote ee? Le et gk Te “4 pegs oe st be ME 

x ae Re 3 een "ee gel - a le ss P ee c is Pract: : ie 

‘al oe oe: . ; 3 es ; 3 ended aay $ a aed: ts ‘wtih og : 3 is : ee 
e247 he e. 
: re arg oat cn or 7 

~~ ee Ee eee ae SF pre ’ _. . :'*. =) The Challenge ae 
gee ERS 2 SR ee poate = as ir z 

nc ae = Bs Seah ee i eee What can a citizen do to maintain the integrity and beauty of the — 

Pe Se G5 Se ee oy North? ee 

= a ae el tae PA t First, understand its history, the present situation and future eco- rg ee 
oA ee ma ee == nomic and population trends. Wether 

ai 5 a ee ">. pop z eye ee ‘S 
ai as eee a ae ig nce Second, appreciate that the sum total of individual decisions can = i 

8 «materially affect the quality of the North’s environment for better or & fee 
= See peta se a, worse. 5 

= ac a = cae nS Third, develop knowledge on how the political system works; at the | f? 
ee es evel of the town board, county, state and federal government. Are the ge : 

SC ee Ft decisions they make in the best interest of the North? If not, raise objec- : st 
es Re =, tions. Marshal support to get decisions changed. Use the media, con- J + 

Ge ag a a Ts B Rasa ; tact legislators, write your representative in Washington, contact the ie Se 
ee Le oa ar ed Public Intervenor in the Wisconsin Department of Justice. P= ae i 

Sass et YE) Fourth, get directly involved in the governmental/political process. a 
Serve on advisory committees, and planning commissions or run for 

g political office. 
Fifth, insist that a dialog on the future of the North begin now. 

Encourage discussion and debate of problems and opportunities 
‘a through radio and TV, the press, before governing bodies, in churches, 
3 schools and with local civic organizations. What kind of North do you 

i want? The burden rests with each citizen. Don’t be silent! 
iil! Lastly, get involved with public and private planning agencies; the 

/ town or county planning commission, the land conservation committee 
of the county board, the regional planning commission, with state plan- 
ning agencies. The goals are enhancement of the North’s quality of life 
and prudent management of its resources, environmental quality, 
scenic beauty and ecological diversity and integrity. Only through per- 
sonal involvement and thoughtful and deliberate planning, both public 
and private, can they be achieved. HAROLD C. JORDAHL, JR.
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