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LUCIUS DWIGHT HINKLEY.

Lucius Dwight Hinkley was one to whom lifs meant oppor-
tunity - opportunity for the acquirement of material success, for
the winning of an honorable name and for a practical recognition of
universal brotherhood. There are few men whose hands have reached
out so continuously to help their fellowmen and yet thers was not
the lsast shadow of ostentation in his genercsity, not the least
desire for praisse for his kindness. *t was not the promptings
of stern duty that caused him to aid his&ellow travelers on life's
journey but a sincere and desp-rooted interest in humanity. iost
profound sorrow was felt at his passing btt such a spirit could never
be lost to the world and he must have stepped into a greater, more
beautiful life when the door closed upon him and shut him from mortal
visions. ; For almost sixty years he was a resident of Waupun. His
birth occurred in Rockville, Connecticut, November 8, 1834, and he
oame of Pnglish stock through a long line of Puritan ancestry. He
took great interest in genealogical research and followed the family
line back to Egbert, the sarlisst Saxon king of England, having in his
possession papers showing clearly the descendants through succeeding
gener&ﬁions to the present age. The first of the name in America was
Samuel Hinkley, who came from Kent, England, in 1635, as a passenger
on the ship Hercules and settlad at Barnstable,‘Plymouth county, Massa-
chusetts. The land which came into his possession remained the prop-
ertjof his descendants for two hundrad years. Thomas Hinkley, son of
Samuel Hinkley, was a lawyer by profession, ranking as one of the
prominent representatives of the legal fraternity in New England. He
also did much in shaping the policy of the Massachusetts colony and
was colonial governor from 1681 until 1692, He joined with ths forces
who were obligad to protect their interests against Indian hostility and
participated in the fight in the Narragansett swamps on December 18,

1675.

Luecius Hinkley, the father of Lucius Dwight Hinkley, was born

in : » in 1779, and was a son of ons of the Revolu-
tionary war heroes, Scottaway Hinkley, who not only did active duty
at the front but also made the first blue cloth used by the Revolutionary

army. Ee married Laura Waterman, whose ancestors wers among the first



h y
settlers of Norwick, Gonnacticut.iﬁ “he surviving brothers and sisters

of Lucius D. Hinkley are: J. W., of Green Bay; lMyron, of Mount Vernon,

lowa; Mrs. Jane Wilson, of Waupun; and lrs. Livingston,

of Plainfield, Wisconsin.
Lucius Dwight Hinkley spent the firét fourteen years of his

life in the state of his nativity and in 1248 accompanied his parents

on theip removal westward to Waupun, where he ever afterward made his
“home. ‘He assisted his father in the development of a farm but turned
his attention in another direction following the ouwt break of the Vivil
war. “e studied with interest the attitude of the south and when con-
vinced that the war was not a mere holiday affaig/ae of fered his

services to the government, enlisting September 6, 1881. ‘He became
first sergeant of Company K, Tenth Regiment of Wisconsin Infantry, and
was mustered in on the 5th of October. With his command he went to
thefront and on the 12th of August, 1862, he was commissioned second
liéutenant, while on the 24th of Marech, 1863, he was promotad to thse
rank of first lisutenant. ﬁe participated with his regimsmt: in all

of the long marches and arduous campaigns, taking part in the battles of
Perrysville, Stone River and Chickamauga, unti the end of the second
day of the last named engagement, when he was captured by the anemys. .

He was then sent to Libby prison and was confinsed there until May,

1864, when he was transferrsd to Danville, Virginia, and thence to ﬁacon,
Ysorgia. While being removed he escaped near Augusta, Georgia, and
trampéd in téezé%?%éeiﬁ ngfog;teen nights ende&voring to reach the
Union lines::(.dniy a feﬁ miles lay between him and the accomplishment
of his purpose when he_was recaptured and carrised to Charleston.

From thers he was sent to the prison at Columbia, South Carolina, and

on thgigi; of Novembser,20, 1864, he made another attempt to escape which,
however, was frustrated by ths vigilance of the guard. He was fired
upon and his left arm was shattered, rendering amputation at the shoulder
neacessary. On the 14th of December hs was exchanged and soon after'ards

was honorably discharged.

lir. Hinkley then returned to Waupun and from that t ime until

e

‘5rests save for a brief period in 1870.and a short t ims spent in the of-

RN

is demise was closely and prominently associated with its business in-



fice of thesecretary of state at “adison. Following his return
from the capital city he engaged in the insurance business in Waupun
and in 1870 went to Chicago, where he was identified with the Repub-
lic Insurance Company. In 1871 he accepted a position as clerk of
the prison but in 1874 reentered business circles in Waupun-as a
partner in the Althouse-Whesler Company, which controls one of the
oldest and most prominent productive industries of this part of the

state, engaging in the manufacture of windmillsfand

From that time forward he bent his ensrgies toward administrative di-
rection and execuiive control. He studied clossly the situation
relative to the business, was ever watchful of opportunities and

rade his advance along safe, substantial lines deading directly toward
success. He came in time to be recognized as one of the most pros-
perous residents of Waupun yet the most envious could not grudge him
his success, so honorably was it earned and so worthily used. En-
tering financial circlesq/he figured prominently for many years as
president of The National Bank, being thus connected at the time of
his demise. His business capacity contributed dirsctly to the wel-
fare and upbuilding of “aupun and in othsr ways, too, he manifestad
his deep interest in the upbuilding andprogress of the city. For

a number of years he was prssident of the library board and at all
times was closely and helpfully associated with educational interests.
“rogress was his watchword and he sought advancement as eagerly for the
city as he did in individual way924§7ﬂis prominence in business and
his public-spirited citizenship made him widely known throughout the
state but his relations with military organizations brought him per-
haps an even widsr acquainfance.  !Ha was always prominent in Grand
Army circles, rarely missing a meeting of either the s tate orrnational
organization, and he was especially devoted to the Tenth “isconsin
Association, attending its yearly reunions and as its teeasurer making
generous contribuﬁions to its work. His interest in the old soldiers
was deep and sincere. It is said that no needy Civil war veteran ever

sought his aid in vain. He also belonged to the Loyal Lagion, his



— xemeersRir kaing xikk kh= Eﬁx&nnninx kig membership being with the
Wisconsin Commandery at Milwakkes, téf:@igpgfifz_he had gone to at-
tend one of its meetings when death -called him. /It would be difficult
to find any more widely known among the Grand Army comradss than
was lMr. Hinkley. He wrote ons ofs the moeet vivid descriptions of a
night in camp that has ever been penned and it indicates, too, that whil
he regarded himself preeminently as a business man thsre was in his

nature a literary strain that had he devoted himself to writing might

have gained him considerable distinction along that line. He wrote:
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A Few llonthe 1nAPebe1 Prisona.

On the evening of Sunday, Sent 20th 1863, when the sun went down '?
on the field of Chickamauga, Wwe on the extreme left of the linel(wiere -
we had been holding on all the afternoon) were congratulating ourselves [
that no ground had been lost, unsuspicious of disaster elsewhere.

An attack on the front of the regular brigade, joining us on the
right, which had been steadilv pressed for two hours, had been as . 1

“steadily resisted, and we were sll confident the position would be !
maintained until darkness should end the struggle. 4

But now,in the very time of our hopefulness, finding symunition NN 5
nearly gone, the regular line suddenly and unexpectedly gave wayy and ¥
our men retreated with them. A half mile back we encountered gther 1
rebel lines, and realizing then that we were, or seemed to be, entirely: '

surrounded,; we pave our selves up. From -our broken lines the.eaemy = '
gathered in about 500 prisoners. “

J';
1
)

We discovered thensseveral things, The troops to whom we had 4
surrendered were a part of Longstreet's corps, the immediate command H
being &f the bdbrigade of Gen,Humvhrevs of lMiss, Wle ha«l not before P

known that Longstreet's command had left Virginis. The guns on the
ridge to the south whieh had been throwing shells over us into the woods '
in our front for half the afternoon,were rebel guns, and theyv had been )

shooting at us. The small force holding the extreme left of our line 4
was all that had been in position for more than two hours. Ve had been 4
almost, or quite, surrounded during all that time and our capture had !

been a foregone conclusion.

. We were up in the early morning, and those who had something
in their haversacks, had some kind of a breakfast, the rest went
hungry, and few had eaten anything since Sunday morning. ;

We were marched to the rear, and joined with other parties, until
there was a total of nearly 2000 prisoners en=route %0 Ringold. e
arrived about noon. :

Here the officers were enrolled and formed in o separate body,and
marched to Tunnel Hill, the men following. We spent the night in the
depot, and those who had eaten nothing since Sunday morning, were in-
dignant that no rations were issned,

The guards did not have much themselves, and perhaps they did the
best they. could. :

Tuesday morning we received a ration = 4 hams and 100 lbs of neal
for 102 officers. In the aftermoon we were taken by train to Palton,
and the next dav to Atlanta, Here they organized us for the trip to
Richmond, which was made by easy stages, depending, T suppose on their
ability to furnish the ears needed.

We arrived in Richmond in the early morning of Oct,lst, and were
marehed to and ushered into the office of Libby wprison without cere-
monies. But a little ceremonyv followed., The 102 officere were drawn
up in line and the official told us we would be searched, that if we
had any monev and turned it over to the offiee, it would be kept for us,
and returned woen we went out, or we could with it buy suen things as
Wwe needed, but if not handed over and if found on search it would be ;
confiscated.

On this statement, most s of us, cave up what monev we had, I
deposited about $90,00 but if, I had known what the search would be, I
would not have done it. The officer passed down the line and rapidly
ran his hand over our clothes, apparently o lesrn if we had any
weapons., Then we were escorted to the foot of a stairway, and left to
make our way up. i }

The first at the top were preeted with céries of"fresh fish"and
hustled about by the crowd who received us. T saw some rough horse
rlay at the expense of twaa later arrivals, but our party was rather too
large for that and we pot off with very little. We found ourselves in
8 large ‘room - later knowledge made it 190ft long snd 40ft wide - with
brick walls separatinf it from sintilar rpoms ‘on each side, and with two
rows of larrge postz‘ﬁown the length of the rbom to support the floor

above. There werel four windows at each end, and all the rooms were
2 A



similar. The building was until lately, standing where it was rebuilt
1n Chicapgo, and it was faithfully restored. Probably nany of yvou have
seen it. The nine rooms into which the three stories were divided were
occupied, one on the first floor as an office, the next as a cooking
room, the third as a hospital. On the second and third floors, the
two west rooms were occupied by officers of the armyv of the Potomac,the
two middle rooms by those of the army of the Cumberland, a.nd otherwestern
departments, and one ea.st room by officers of Col. Streight's cormmand , the
other by those FTilrovs.

Each individual, or grouvp, chose a location, and retained it. Capte.
Harkness, L't's Ellenwood, Burdick and myself, located by the second
post from the front in the east row, and this was our abiding plage while
_ we staid in Libby, - Oct.lst 1863 to May - 1864. During that time I
““went ovt of doors but once, and that was Just long enough to go fromone
door to that of the next room.

The rations were not varied, nor 1a.rge - to men with appetites
cultivated by active field exercise, they seemed decidedly meager. At
first, to each man was served a half loaf of bread, a half pound of beef
or fdur ounces of bacon, eand some beans, rice, and vinegar. This does
not perhaps look so very small, but in those dayvs we had large avpetites
whatever the rations might be. The beans were hardly edible without
a %pdthe?m'[h ej%e, being wormy, but none were thrown away. Many com=
plaints % eef of course) were made, but I never say anything very
had a.bout that, except that it was generally tough.

But as time went on and flour became scareer, and higher in price,
the wheat bread was dropped, and corn bread substituted, and of this
we received for each day's ration, a loaf just about the size and shape

a brick.

Then the meat ration shrank, and finally disapveared, as times
grew harder in the confederacy,

"At our first arrival, our mess arrangements were in parties of
twenty five, each mess with a commissarv who looked after the rations,
and two cooks, but gradually, as the rations fell off, and there was
less to cook, this arrangement was broken up, and we fell into smaller
parties, which by longer acouaintance or cofmon interests were satisfied
to eook and mess together.

Then too, the men who had money, were able to get some eatables
outside, and® after a little time, provisions and other things were sent
by Horthern friends, and the fortunate recipients were willing to get
out of the messes.

Vater came up at the rear of every rodm and we could always ha
enough to drink, :

We had given up our money,as stated,with the assurance, that we
could use it to buy things. When we came to make the trisl we found
it not so easv. :

There was a set time, cnce & week, and a limit to the amount,$2.00
at one time, and we could svend this by giving an order for such things
as we wanted, when a prison offiecial would seeé that the articles were
procured and delivered, Of course we had no accounting for the money.
T mades two drafts, if I remember right, on the funds I had on deposit,
and then for some reason, now forgottmn, ‘the m'z.volevo was suspended,
and never revived. While we could purchase, we bought sugar and coffee
. and occasionally bread. The sugar was all right, but Richmond coffee,
"branded, Rio, was rye roasted and ground. :

Libby prison filled up that fall and winter, andl at the highest
there were over 1000 men in the six rooms. About this time exchanges
stopped, and there were many stories told at the north, about the hard=-
ships and sufferings of the prisoners in southern prisons, and soon
there were liberal contributions of all sarts from frz.enu at home,
very largely food, but also books, elothing, and games to kill time.

At first the a,uthoritieq were scru*pulou%lv careful about giving out these
supplies. T received a box when I had been there two or three months,
and was called down to the @gffice, and asked to open it, which I did,
took out encugh of the contents to enable the official standing by,




'

5

/o see that there was nothing contraband, when he told me to take it
along.

., 48y and bve, some of the too smart men, smuggled in whiskey in
fruit eans, or in bottles in the middle of a jar of butter. A friend,

" who was exchanged, arranged to send me a small box from Washington, and

ne put a $10.00 bill in a vial which was put in the middle of a roll of
butter, and T got it all right, But after a few cans of whiskey had
got in, with the usual results, the prison officials discovered the
method. ; G

Then thew punched holes in all the cans, and cut up rolls of butter
and to do this thev opened the boxes before calling the owners. Then
probably if some hard-up "Confed" who had to pay $100.00 for a pair of
boots found a nice pair in a box he also found the terpitation o
ampropriate them -~ strong, and prisoners began to commlain of missing
things.

Finally sl_wipment.q from northern friends came in great quantities.
I saw at one thme a eannl hoat come up from Rockett's, pretty well
piled up with boxes, ;

When such gquantities arrived, the authorities could not inmediate=
1v inspect all, in the rigorous fashion then followed, and 80 stored
them in an wmoecuvnied btnilding scparated by a narrow alleyv from the
prison, ind then a long time vpassed before they were 1ésued, and nany
never got their propertv,

“hile in this store house it is perhaps not surprising that the

- gonfederate soldiers of the guard, should find that there were desireble

things there, and it was supposed to be a guite comman thing for them
to slip in by the back way at night, and help themselves.

And this circumstance had a bearing on another event of prison
experience, which will come up later.

__Libby prison, and the other military prisons in the vicinity, were
guarded by two or three commanies of soldiers, The building stood
fronting on a street, and close to the side walk. An glley about 20ft
wide, separated it on one side frem another warehouse. On the other
side was a wide vacant lot, and behind, a wharf perhaps sewt 100t wide
made & landing place Trom the canal. Bevond the canal was sas James
river,

The daily guard was 36 men besides the corporals, sergeant, and
officer. This made reliefs of 12 mengand these sentinelscried the
hours day and night.

The daily guard mounting, furnished for & half hour, occupation
for the idle, The ceremony took place in the street in front of the
prison, and while it was in progress the windows overlooking the ground
were usually filled with eritical spectators, commenting on the move=
ments of the awkward, noting failures to meet the regulation forms,or
eriticising the deficiencies of escuipment and uniform, or the southern
intonation of the commands. JDuring the ‘cerem‘ony maskets were loaded,
and on one unfortunate day, o careless soldier dropped the hamer after
ecapping his musket, and the bullet went through the head of one of the
watchers at an upper window, killing him almost instantly. Thnere was

buzz of excitement all through the prison, and many were hot with indig-

nation at the wanton murder of an unoffending and helpless victim, as
they thought and said, but there was no way to make their indignation
felt, and graduslly the ferment subsided. With many others, I was
never inclined to believe the shooting intentional. It seemed L0 Dbe
the result of the careless handling of = musket by an inexpert soldier.
The guards were generally youthful and in appearance f00d tempered, and
they did not look like bove who would shoot to kill, without any reason
or anv warning. T recall but one instance of deliberate firing by the
guard, one man put his head out of a window in disregard of orders
that this should not be done. . A sentinel werned him to get back, and
as he did not move irmedistely, fired at him, but he got put of the way
in time, and the bullet failed to reach the mark.
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In the routine of the prison was a d&ilv roll call at 8 A.M,,which
was pot a roll call, but a gount.

An oi‘ficer,qergr_eant and two soldiers ecame in, and everybody from
the four east and center rooms was sent into the west rooms. Then we
passed back through one door and were counted. We were liable to a
visitation from some official at any time, so it was not well to be
planning any mischief against the authorities, or to be caught in any
compromising situation. A Squad of darkies scrubbed the floors weekly,
but that was hardlyv enough for perfect cleanliness. . Inherent con=
ditions, or previous occumndv had populated the building with unpleas=
‘ant compmanions, and none of us escaped their intimacy. In other re=
' ‘gpects conditions were not altogether satisfactory., There was no
,;%Jﬁmﬁcv, and if one wished a bath, he took it in presence of the whole

At our :f‘*n ret introduction we hm the m':lvucbrve of rritim» as we .
chose, all letters heing of course subject to inspection, and this prive
elige was used when we were ahle to huy paper and postage. It is not
surprising that men with facile pens, and unlimited leisure, should use
this privalépge extensively, and when our pomulation became large, % R
was no doubt a2 burden to the official who had to inspect all thesliter-
a.ture. So,hy and bye, came an order restricting the number of letters
one might write, and later the limit was one a week.

There are alwayvs some smart men who think they can beat the- thimble
rigger at his game, and so there were men in the prison who thought
thev could beat the officials in the matter where the office had full
control and always the last move in the game, and when letters were P
reduced to one a week, they got the largest paper that could be found,
and interlined and crossed this in a way that no doubt, sent the letter
into the stove when it reached the office, but the effect on our in-
terested public was, that another order limited letters to six lines..
onee & Wweek. Twven then the smart men tried still to bheat the game, bv'
getting the longest possible strips of paper and writing the six lines
on that, but whether these effusions ever got outside the office door,
nobody knowe i

One genius after writing his caiy lines, added as much as he chose
with gnion Juioe, and warned his correspondents to hold the letter to
Lthe fire.

Our mails arne at irregular intervals, by flag of .truce boat, and
when received there was a general hurrah.

A(i:) t Knaggs of a Mich.cavalry regt.was post master, He was a
clever, pleasant appearing yvoung fellow, with a strong clear voice, and
when a mail arrived he mounted a bench or table, and called, off the
names of the fortunate, while we all gathered round, fmitingr for our
prizes in the lottery.

Men of active out door habits found the time hanging heavy on
their hands, when rpstric* ed to the inside of a building, and practic=
ally to one room. "Ten 1 entered Libby the older residents had several
ococupations organized. >

Besides the 'per-wzment interes+ in bread and meat whieh occupied a °
share of everv one's thoughts, there were a number of studies in prog-
ress. An expert was teaching a considerable class Pitman's systenm of
short=hand,

There was & regular school in which there were classes in Arithe
metie, Geographyv, Grammar, Latin, and perhaps other branchesj there
were independent students of German and French, and & good number of
law students.

T joined a number of students of French, and during that winter
acquired. enough knowledge of it to read »nlain narative styvle. 1 was
never very sure of pronunciation, for besides my own deficiencies, I
always had a doubt of the teacher, who though an educated man, was a
Swiss with German accents, In all the studies, I think considerable
progress was made. The incipient lawvers contrived to get some fun out
of their studv by organizing a court, and conducting a breach of promnise



4

trial, vprotracted through many days.

The judge was a Capt.Smith of the regular arvy, and he astonished
everyv body at the close of the trial, by a charge to the jury, which
able lawyers (and there were several in the hrison, who have sinece
ranked rather high in the profession, and have themselves delivered
charges from the bench that were considered cuite notable, and who were
even then men of lepal reputation) declared for eloquence, legal acumen,
and eclear and methodical statement, eocualled anything they had ever
heard from the bench of any court.

Books were in pretty fair supply = Harner's made quite & donation

of fiction - many received books with other supplies from home = and
study books, were to some extent bought in Richmond. But reading and
study did not meet the needs of all. Those mechanically inclined made
numerous trinkets from the bones of their beef ration. One man nadeé
from cicar boxes o neat wooden clock which kent fuir time the Yeést of
the winter. Games of chess, checkers, backgarmon, etc, armused many.

T have seen Gen Scammon and an opmonent sit at cheas all day long. i
supnose there must have been cards, but though it seems a ¥ittie..
singular T cannot at this time recall sny games. :

The livelier and vounger officers would have more active anuse=-
ments = at one tome a negro minstrel performance, and occasionally an
attemnt at a dance, though as I remember it, those did not succeed very
well = perhaps it took too much imagination to idealize the partnerq. :
There was occasionally a chance to give a nila*7est Point nhazing to the
latest arrival of "fresh fish® of which the¥ always tood advantage, =
and a ring of the noisiest thought they got unlimited fun, out of M.Q_,
game, where one man held a cap, and another bent over and buried his
face in it, blindfolding him. ‘

The rest stood around in a ring, anl one gave the wvictim o tre=
mendous slap. ' He would try to straighten up quiek enough to see who
struck him, If he guessed right they changed places, otherwise he was .
the recinient of nore slaps. : :

At night, the wakeful, who had not found during the day enough
scope for phyvsical activity, to induce fatigue and sleep, found their
mental activity stimlated, and went through all sorts of discussions,
at long range,in the dark. ' "

"hights out" sounded at 10 P,MM, Most of us &%‘%@ no lights, and
it wes mainly a formality; but after we began, (some of us) to settle
down for sleep & "hullabaloo" would begin,=~ sometimes the long cate=
chism of the initiation ceremony of the 1001, and numerous other equally
absurd dislogues.

Often theyv were annoyving enough to eall out a chorus of idry up®
from 211 over the roon, but sometimes the nerrormerq suceeeded in keep~-
ing everybody in a roar. "aen T arrived at Libby, our company were
turned into a bare room, without the slightest furnishing. Some few
chairs ecame in by purchase, NAwmese, but most of the furnmhin?, was
the - product of native ingenuity. The boxes in which supplies came fur=
nished some material, from which graduslly grew chailrs, stools, and
tables. Our mess, Harkness, Burdiek, Fllenwood, and self, boupht a
varrel of crackers, snd the barrel was converted into a fairly comfort=
gble arm=-chair, for which our blankets, furnished the upholstery.

At the time of our capture, all, or most of the men in our resg A
were wearing their blanket rolls, and so were provided with beddinr.
Some unlucky fellows captured without blankets, must have shivered on

the bare floor during some of the winter nights. The orison author=-
ities, never to my knowledge, furnished a blanket.

On the post which was the'headquarters" of our mess, we naiied one
of our empty boxes, to make a place for our tin ecups and vlates, knives
and forks, books ‘and tools,- drove a few nails to hang our ha,t%, and
sometimes our coats on, and then we had"all the comforts of & home'.

When the mechanically inelined, began their work they were mostly
provided with pocket knives, and stopl table knives., We made saws by
hackine the edges of two table knives together until they were nretty
well notched, and thewv worked very well. T had a small half round fl}.e)
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but don't now remember how it came in my possession.

I ground down the end .on the brick well, until T had a fair kind
of chisel. A picce of slate made a. whetstone and the dust of the slate
with a woolen rag, made a polisher for bone. “rork. Time was of little
aceount there, and it did not matter that it. took s whole day to grind
down the end of a file.

: Just about the time we entered Libby prison the exchange of
pyisoners was broken off. T dont. at this time remember all the causes
of thgs disagreenent. Asﬁ, T remember &t now, thermwere in the western =
armies some troops raised in Alabema after we occupied the nortiern part
of the state.  Some of these men were in the command of Col.Streight, -
who made a eavalry raid throtpgh some of the gulf states, but finally
cane to prief, being eaptured with almost all his force.

' Thp confederates cloimed that the Alabama men owed allegience to
the confederacy, and were traitors, and threatened execution. atursal=-
1y, our govermaent would listen, to no such claims, and *promptly _retalh
iated with s thread to execute enough to over balance the account. As we
held maech the larger number of prisoners the advantage was with the
p;ov't. Each side began to hold on to all the nprisoners they tooks
Some other questions which I camnnot recall, came up. I think ancther
of the difficulties came from the proposed execution by our government
of some spies, in whom the confederates took special interest.

This occurred in the swmer before I was captured and the prison
authorities selected by lot, two captains, Flynn and Sawyer, from among
the officers they then held, who were locked up as hostages for the
spies, Again the gov't.retaliated, by holding two rebel officers of
higher rank, and, I am quite sure,  one of them was Fitzhugh Lee whon
the Amerwan peopleg with their ususl short memory, and tendency 1o
jump to conclusions, were lauding so highly two years ago.

‘ The upshot of the matter was, nobody was executed, unless il was
“the ehiles,~ I don't rémember zbout that = and two or three months later

Flvnn and Sawver were returned. to the comnon quarters.

But while no exchanges were made excent occasional limited t ransfers«
of sick and wounded men, 'rumors of exXchanges %0 come, were frecuent and
persistent, and their discussion, was the perennial occupation of the,
prison. : : Ve g

Rarely a week passed without a new story, which was turned in every
light, and 'discussed from every point of view, and with an abounding
hope, which though constantly deferred, did not seen to make the hea.rts
sick. But while some, and,fost of us, looked only to an exchange, as

a means of WeESESK, 2 few resolute men planned their own release,

: Under our prison was a celley, and as before stated, on the west
side, was an alley 20ft wide. Bevond the alley was the building in
whicl, were stored the boxea sent bv northern friends to prisoners. This
building was mich shorter than the prison, and behind .it was. a yard,
enclosed by a high tight fence. 9ix or seven men who planned the es=
cape, comenced pperations with great secrecy. " On the Tirst floor west_
was-the hospital, and next.to. it our cooking room, and in the thick Dars
tition wall were two flues with fireplaces. In front of each of these
cnimnnvs a2 half dozen cook stoves were placed, in a segment of a circle.

. In one of these fireplaces the conspirators bepan work, by digging
out bricks from the back and bottom,‘ working down obliguely until tiey
had a hole into the cellar under the hospital, Thev kept the hole
covered during the day with the arrayv of kettles kept there for our
cookinge.

Having access to this cellar they started a tunnel under the alley.
After digping the stones out of th wall, the earth was dug out with
knives and tin cups. As the tunnel progressed = & hole just large
enough for a man to lie down in, and work himself forward = another men
would draw out the loaded cups or pans by & string, and fan in fresh air
to. the digger. The dirt was spread on the bottom of the ecellar, and
fortunately there was some straw, which served to cover it,=- but the
cellar was rarely visited, and discovery there was unlikely.
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After several weeks the tunnel was completed beyond the fence, and
it only remained to break through the thin erust left at the end. But
by this time in spite of a1l the secrecy, a good meny Xnew sonething was
going on. Col,Rose of the 79th Pa,.,was one of the leaders. His know-
ledpge as a mining engineer had been serviceable. His quarters were
elose by ours, and we noticed one mornibg that he was carefully cleaning
fresh earth from the knees of his trousers. 0f course we knew he had
been on the ground somewhere.

Ellenwood and myself went down to the cooking room and mede & care=
ful search of the whole floor, for the only idea that occurred to us,
was that a plece of floor had been taken up to get into the cellar,

But after a long hunt we found nothing, The makers of the tunnel had a
_%g’%);,lv considered Dlan, t0 help out ns manv as possible.
"~ They thourht men mipht begin to g0 out avout 12 (midnicht) and the
exit continue about two hours, and time still remain to get out of the
city before morning,. Thev estimated that forty or fifty men could go
out during that time, Some one remasining inside was to keep tally of
the number, and at roll call next morning, after being counted through
the door, we were to go up stairs, and through a nailed up door,
loosened for the occasion, enough were to go back, to be counted over
andd keep the number good. Tn this way they had some hove the tunnel
might be used two or three nights.

This part of the plan would probably nave failed, because a con=
considersble number of our officers were p versonally well known to the
rebel officials, and among these were some, who were to go out the flrst-
night, and the¥ would have bheen missed at the first roll call. e

But the nlan failed earlier. A number were notified to go, and of
the hour when they should start., They made some preparation which was
ohserved by their neighbors, The rooms already alert at the idea that
ReLLing was on foot, began to see what it was, and the information.. .
spread.

B% 11 oclock there '.vasAquite &« general stir, The ms.ne.{te;'s saw that
thedr plan was gone, = dropped all effort to control, and tried onlyto
get out themselves

FProm that t:hw umtil 4 A,"L.nearly two hundred men crem. out, tnrough
the tunnel, We, (of our mess) were not in the effort. Harkness and
Burdick were not robust enough, = Ellenwood and self had made no prepar=
ation, had not studied in the least the lay of the ecountry, and would
have been in doubt which waw to go when out,. Then with the crowd that
was struggling te get out, the chances of success seemed small, We did
not even get up to see, so much of the excitement as could be seen in
the dark, We knew without leaving our blankets that a huxired or more
men, were down in the cook roam, each eager to be the first at the out=-
let, and just outside the door and windows sentinels were pacing back
and forth on the curbstone, and hourly crving "alfs well", Every few
minutes there would be a silent panic, and we could hear a subdued rush
for the stair, and when nothing develoned, there was again a gradual
pathering at the ovening, in the fire place, All this time men were
getting out as fast as they could squeeze through the tunnel, energing
in the enclosure behind the next building, and out at thé back gate,on
the 'vha.rf, and then each chose his own course. The sentinels on the
whart side of Libby could hardlv help seeing some of them, and they did .
see thenm, 1t may be remembered, that the soldiers of the guard were
supnosed to be in the hahit of making free with the contents of pris-
oneva boxes stored in the warehouse adjoining the prison, and when the
sentinels, saw a man coming out at that back gate they took him to be
one of their comra.d:s, who had been helping himself to something, and no
alarn was raised., I think the escape was known to the prison officials
before the roll-call, next morning.

Some of the escaped, ran into the rebel pickets before they were
fairly outside the eity, = were brought in, and this gave the first ine-
formation. Col.Rose a princinal organizer of the qcnewe, got out of
Richmond, and started as did many others, for Gen.Butler's lines down
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the peninsula. He did not go very far before he encountered a rebel
siicket, and was captured. He was started back toward the ecity in
‘Bharge of a soldier, but after they got out of sight of the picket, he
surprised and disarmed his guard, and started again. But luck was
against hin, and he was brought in by snother party,
3 The next night was extremely eold, - it is still remembered as the
hoold New Year", Jan lst 1864, G :
Many suffered with the cold. one party tried to go down 4 James
River in a boat. At a place where the confederates had the river ob=
structed, thev upset their bost in getting over the obstruction, and
getting wet were in sueh danger of freezing to death, thal they went
sshore and gave themselves up to the puard at that point. Some of the
© earliest, to egee@&, st have reached Gen. Butlerk lines rather early in
the morning, end as soon-as 1%t was ¥novm that e nuwbet of esceping :
prisoners were conming that way, the picket lines were pushed out. as. far
g8 possibley and thus some were helped to get into friendly neighborhood
But & good many were unlucky, and encountered the rebel picketls, and,
they began to eome in early in the day, and within two days, I think
eonsiderably more than half were back. "
; I was always surprised that so many escaped as did, fcr the troops
‘garrisoning the defenses of Richmond must have formed a pretty close
cordon about the city, : :
Some of the recaoptured were returned immediately to the rooms Jhere
they belonged, Others were put in the dungeons, which were rooms par=
titioned off, in the fromt part of the cellars, - cold, demp, and dark,
and were kept there two or three weeks. "hen they returned to the com=
mon quarters, thely had pretty white faces., 1 could never discover by
what nrocess the authorities selected the victims, who should be con=-
signed to the cellar, There seened to be no connection between their
sharc #& the tunneling out, and the degree of punishment. G caea
The offieclal force of the prison, so far as we Kknew 1%, was Higvgs
Turner, commanding, & sergeant called George, (but I don't know whether
thatt was his name, or a title bestowed on him because he was fron &
Georgia reg't.) and a clerk named Ross, There were probably others,
but these three were all we saw, and some of these we did not see) often,
Very few of us had more than the slightest intercourse with any of them.
Major Turner was a man stern in appearasnce and when he did enter
the rooms, seemed to have little or nothing to say, This, may have
heen a part of his official dignity.

. Georgpe was more fregquentlyin the rooms = was there every day, keep=
ing an eve on our proceedings, and on occasion would talk & little, but
was never familiar. He always wore & large revolver in his belt, and
on one ogccasion, when he though he was too much crowded, or too familiare
1y or impertinently addressed, he drew and cocked it, but nobody was
hurte. ‘
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Little Ross, as he was called. the clerk, was personally knowm to
some of the Wew York men, who said he was a renegade Yew Yorker. e
was & Smell man, and when he esme into the.prison rooms, appeared smil=
ing and pleasant, and talked freely and pleasantly wherewer he had oc=
casion to do so, but none the less,his character as a northern nan, af=.
£iliotem vith the confederacy, made him cordially detested, Tn fact we
didn't 1i%e sny of them, but looking back from a didtance of thirty-six
vears, T dont know that they were more rigorous than their duty required/

Occasionally on _-ii Sunday the e¢lergy of Richmond came in to give us
the benefit of their eounsel. On one of these occasions the Roman
Catholic Bidhop of that NDiocese gave us o sermon on the grounds for the
claims of the church: 10 supremacye. He was an able man, and his address
staid in my memory very much longer than sermons usually do.

A few timessome of our own officers made addresses. Gen Weal Dow
was one afternoon making an encouraging speech - revierTing the progress
of the federal armies, and the signs of weaskness and collapse in the
confederacy, - the reasons for hopefulness of final and near viectory,
atc, etc, when word was passed up the stair, that George was coming,
(the office seemed to have heard that there was a gathering of some 3—:110(‘9
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and alnost immediately he appeared at the top of the stairsay, = bul

Gen.Dow was eloguently attseking the zeils of the liguor trafic and en=

“larging on the benificent results of whe prohibitive laws.

Sometimes we had visitors to lookus over though this did not occur
freaqiently, tne of these parties included Gen. John Morgan the noted
raider, and three or four of his officers, and on one occasion, a party
of ladies was escorted throush the roomd to view the menagerie.

o The winter wore away in our monotonous routine, and spring and the
month of May arrived. Then there was stir and excitement in the air.
The Awmy of the Potomac under Crant's direction, started on the Wilder=
ness ecampaign, and as they advanced southward Richmond was in commotion.
_There was suvpressed exgitement in the prison, and among the officials,
= We sould see-it-in thepeople on the atyect = ~ - —

_ The tremendous struggle in the Wilderness, was bringing Grant neay-
er, almost daily, and sometime before the middle of liay we were notified
thot we were to move, I heve no diary of this time, and my memory of
dates is not good, but while the armies were maneauvering and fighting
around Snossvivenia and the North Anns, we were on & bright iay morning
marched out of the doors of Libby, and without regret, we took a last .
fook at the view of Belle Tsle up the river, and the cotton factories
of lenchester bevond, on one side, and at the rubbish heaps in the
vacant lot, and the shebby tents of the guard quarters, and the unhand=--
gome walls of Castle Thunder and the Pemberton building on the other;

ot the hard floors and dingv walls of Libby itself, amnl tramped away
with our small belongings to the southwestern train that was to carry us
to new scenes, and to somewhat varied, if not entirely new, exneriences.
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A Watch Meeting.
dosliz
..,L'L,bm.

Aprppaiiens 7075 0,50 TaXl New Years Eve, I attended a watch
meatings There was a watch meeting at the Methodist church last New
Years Eve and perhaps some of you know what %t was 1ike. The peopl
gathered 'n the evening, in their warm and l1ighted church, and some-
times they prayed, and sometimes they sang; ~nd one talked, and &=
nother talkedy, as the last hours of the year went by. And wiien tlhe
hands of the clock showed that the 01d yesr was dead and o new one
beginning, they had & Tinal prayer, and perhaps they shook hands,
and congrgtulated each other that they had seen the opening of a-
nother year, and some probably made good resolutions, to be Kept,
or broken, 28 their good angels, or chance, or other influences, might
determine, '

But the watch meeting I shared 1n was nO L 111<_~. that ,There
were watchess enoughy and perliaps some 07 them praysd, and some Dar-
haps resolved on bbtter 1ives for the future, 1f future there were
for them, But there was no warmsl and lighted church. Only the cold
canopy of the sKye Mo festoonedl greenery of Christmas decoration,
though in places the green boughs of cadar hung darkly ovsrliisad.

No glitter of lamp light on gilded inscripiion, proclaining “On
eartl peace and good will to men," But instead the zlimmer of moon
and stars on bronze guns and the shining steel of hayonets,

Watchers snoughsSixty thousand men were gathered there,
and over yondery across the narrow debateable ground,sixty thousand
more were watching and waiting too. And all along the Dickel lines,
across the open flelds, and through the cedar thickets , sentries by
hundreds paced slowly up and down and peered sharply through the
gloom toward these other watchers only a little distance off, No
hymns to be heard here, but occasilonally, the sharp challenge,
"Halt. Who comes there?" st some suspicious SO‘-H;"E% or to the inspect~
ing officer on his rounds, or to the relief at 1t"s hourly appear-
ancesAnd behind them are grouped thelr wakeful reserves, all atch-
ing and silent too, except as they review in low tones, tlhie events,
the rumors and surmises of the d3y,the fate of comrades,known or
imagined ,and conjecture as to the near to-morrow,

And then came the long lines of weary men lying blanketless
on the cold ground, with no cover from the frosty air of the Decem-
ber night, lying wakefully in spite of weariness with hands g; rasp-~
ing their arms, Oor periazaps moving restlessly aboutl, to wear awvay
the slow hours of the chill night--but all watclhers.

And behind 2ll, the tents of the commanding general, and
here are watchers too.,Perhaps with corps commanders topograpnic'a.l
maps are studied, new positions are planned, and the strengtil and
disposition of divisions are discussed, And all the night through
snblws clank, and the quick clatter of hoofs 41s heard as alds and

Terlies mount and ride out 1n search of Information, or return-
‘iu*’-“ messengers dismount at the front, bringing reports from subor-
dinate conmanders, telling wvlhat shattered remnants remain 07 the battal
ions thet stubbornly bore the shock, what morale has been re-~
stored to the broken columns that yilelded under the pressure, whatl
fugitives have been brouzht back to the ranks, what shamed bailtal-
tons vwhich faltered yesterday will to-morrow redeem tlieir honor and
vrastige,what movements sentinels and scouts discover in the hostile
lines,what counter movements can be made to meet or take advantage
of tihem,

These were some of the tales that f1lled the hours, which



vou may be sure did not drag slowly there, Little time there tO
watch the progress of the swiftly flying minutes, or Lo make good
regolations for the coming year, save perhaps the one brave,prompi,
resolve to make to=morrow witness telling blows 7nr union and country.
Little t4me had the commander for regret over his chiel ol stafh,
whose headless body resled from the saddle by his side siX acurs
8g0s Little time had any there for sorrow over friends and comrades
who to-day dropped out of sight and out of exi stences

And there were other watchers, in hospital tents, in the
few farm houses near, and under surrounding trees,;»the® thousands of
groaning wounded watched the passing of the dreary night, while sur-
geons handled their instruments witl monotonous regularity, and
rough assistants, grown callous by familiarity with the sight of
mangled l4mbs and the sounds of Pain, hastily bomnd up throbbing
wounds, or administered stimulant and passed rapidly to the next.

And among a2ll there were some who d1d not watch, perhaps
a few of the wearied ranks, forgot cold and discomTortin the brief
oblivion of sleep, And sll around, lying cold under the 1light of
moon and stars, in the level felds, or hidden fn the dark shades
of the cedsr thickets , out beyond the lines of pacing sentinels,
and before the grim muzzles of the now gilent cannon, lying by
hundreds vherever the charging lines had met, or wherever the hissing
bullets had souzht them out, were the silent forms of soldlers who
had fought their last fight. For them toil and hardship were ended.
Yo mors of the sentinel watch for them, No more of the hopes and
fears of the varyin; conflict or ithe uncertailn t0-morirow, And the
reville of bugle and drum will be unheeded by them whose only waken=
Ang will be at the sound of the archangels trumpet.

"On famesS eternal camping ground,

Their silent tents are spread,
And glory guards with ceaseless round,
The bivouac of the dead.,"”

And our watching did not end when the dipper slowly revolv-
Ang round the pole star showed that 1t was past midnight. Nobody
sald "Good night" or "Hapoy New Year" and shook hands and started for
home.Sober and stilent we watched st1ll through the Tirst saall hours
of 1863 ti1ll the gray light of the morning began to show in the east.
And men mede 11ttle fires to boil their coffee and roast thelr bacon,
and then, with a sudden,tremendous, roar of artillery, the watch
meeting ended, :

Captains shouted,"Fall in","Fall in", and soldiers sprang
10 their ranks.The night was over and snother day of battle was begun.

And this was our watch meeting in 1883,
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SOME RECOLLECTIONS
of
the 10th Wisconsin Infantry at Chickamauga, Ga. ,Sept 19th b 20th, 1863,

In these days when a new war, with new conditions, and apparently
new objects, is stirring the interest of the American people, the as-
sociation of ideas revives also an interest in the war of thirty-five
years ago, for the maintenance of our Federal Union, and especially
does 1t brlng up in the minds or the veteran seldlers of that war the
scenes of their own campaigning days. -

Rememiering this, I propose to recall a few of the events, in
which you, my comrades of the 10th Wis.shared, in that summer and
early fall of 1865, just thirty-five years ago, and in part on the
very ground where the government is now mustering its forces.

‘ Not one of us then pulled his forage cap over thinned or whitened
hair, or helped his failing sight with opt101aﬂ% lenses, or hesitated
in his steps, and the changed appearance oi our comrades reminds us
that these things occurred, really a long time ago.

You remember the days of our long encampment at Murireesboro,
with its battal®ion, brigade and division drills and the camps, set-
tled down to almost a home like quietness,

You remember the sudden break in this monotony, when on June 24th
we marched on the Manchester "pike', and saw the whole horizon gray

with the. duSt raised by the marching columns, which crowded every
southern™¥gad, and you may Tremember that from that day noon, dust
troubled g more, . as we tramped through the rain and mud oi the suc-
ceeding tﬁﬁme‘ks. :

Perhap% *to00, you will remember a 51cken1ng sensation, and a-fail-
ing of the heart when we came up to Hoover’s Gap and saw the row of
dead laid out bEbldP the road ,—~ dead who had fallen when Wilder’s men
made the first rush at the gap.

And do you remember the tremendous rain and the pitchy darkness
of the night through which we approached Manchester and made our moist
bivouac at two or three o’clock A,M., and that here we learned when
day dawned, that the rapid and brilliant maneouvers of the past five
days, had forced Bragg and the rebel army to evacuate Tullahoma and
the strong works on which they had labored all the year, almost with-

out firing a gun? - *
Anddo you remember how by easy stages and. long camps, the first

of Sept. found us only at Anderson Station? And that then came a change
when we marched on the 2nd and on the 4th crossed the Tennessee at
Bridgeport, scaled the Raccoon range and came down into Lookout Valley,
turned toward Chattanooga, and then when near Trenton suddenly faced
about and started south, until in Johnson'’s Crook we faced Steven’s
Gap in the Lookout range?

You will surely remember our crossmb hexe and the innumerable
slips and falls with which we made our midnight descent of the steep
zigzag road down the south-eastern slope, and here found ourselves in
hostile neighborhood. A% st W comld ifew se-iueh, wien Wwe ade
ik Wk bw with orders to turn out at 3 A.M..without noise. And
from this point began the Immediate prelimenary movements of the
battle of Chickamauga.

At a little past 3 A.M, the tired men were rouaad and soon we
marched across the valley1 known here as lic Lanore’é Cove, 1t is the
head of the valleys of Chattanooga and Chickamauga Creeks, and Missiorn
ary Ridge which divides them is here Wit'e sllbhtadﬂeqﬁtlou.

We arrived about 8 o’clock A.. in front of Dug Gap, in the Pigeon
hills, whers we found Gen.Negley’s Di%&gion. Picket, fjrige was going
on mnd the Tebels appeared to ve in force. St4lIwe put,up our shelter
tents and seemed to be making argangements to stay, but near noon we
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were ordered to pack up, fall in, and move to the front. As we went
down the road, not to the east but nearly north, and parallel with the
supposed front, we passed the Head Quarters of Gen.Baird who had late-
ly succeeded Gen,Rousseau in command of the Division.

His tents had been pitched that morning as if he too had intended
to stay a while, but as we passed, his servants were pulling them down
and loading the wagons, and acting as if in & mrry. t;

We had not yet learned, and did not learn until f%héraita(, that
the two divisions of Negley and Baird numbering less than 10,000 men
and isolated by the high range of Lookout Mountain from all support,
were within ‘five miles of the whole rebel army, and in iminent peril
of destruction. :

The 1st Brigade of the 1lst Division, 14th Corps, which at this
time consisted of the 2nd, 33d and 94th Ohio, 38th Ind.and 10th Wis.,
was formed in columns and advanced a short distance into the woods to
the front.

We deployed into line, and from the 10th, Companies B and X were
thrown out as skirmishers. We went quite a distance to the front in
thick brush, but we saw no one though bullets were singing through the
bushes in a lively way.

While standing here Gen.Baird and three or four of his stafi rode
to where this writer stood. He looked at me rather sharply, and said.
11,ieutenant what are you doing here®t! I said I was with a skirmish lige,
He looked around but did not see anybody, and demanded still more
sherply, Where abouts?! Where are your men?' I took a step forward,
pointed out the nearest, and said.'Here is one man and the next 1is
right there, and the line runs down that way". He looyed at them but
didn?t seem to0 be satisfied yet, "Why don’t you move your line for-

. ward?' I said, "I am not commanding the line. My Captain is down to
the right, and our Major in command of Skirmishers is somewhere that
way" .

The Gen. looked as if he thought I merited some further remarks,
put he rode off to the right, and I suppose he found the major, as we
shortly moved forward down a slight slope until we came to & fence -
Where we found and relieved skirmishers of the 19th I1l. Beyond the

_fence was an open field of twenty-five or thirty rods with a fence and
woods on the other side. And here until about 3.350 P.M,,some two hours,
we exchanged shots with the rebel skirmishers. Nobody was hit on our
side, and if anybody saw one of the rebels he did petter than I did.

The direction of the firing showed them to be moving to our left
flank, and at 5.50 we were ordered to retire.

When we reached the place where we had left the regiment we found
it gone, and we hunted back through the woods for two miles or more
vefore we overtook it. Some surprise was expressed when we rejoined.
We had been having a quiet, easy time in the bushes without a thought
of any special canger, but higher officers,better informed of the sit-
uation, had given us up for lost.

When we came up to the regiment, we found all the troops retiring
on the road by which we had come in the morning. By dark we had reach-

.. ed the west bank of €hickmauga Creek, the rebels following our rear

- guard clésely. We made our bivouac here only a couple of miles from
our starting place of the morning.

By the time we were fairly established it was quite dark.

An officer was sent out with a detachment to establish a picket
1ine on the other side of the creek. The confederates following  had
meant ime advanced their picket lines pretty near to the creek, and
when our detachment was marching out they were fired into, and prompt -
1y ran away. All but one man. He dropped to the ground and lay still.

After a few minutes of silence he softly said "I surrender, No reply



~~ and he raised his head and said a little louder,"I surrender", Again
no answer, and he cautiously got on his feet and said a third tdme
"I surrender", but nobody seemed to want him, and he lost no time in
getting back to the bridge, where his comrades had gathered. The fact
seemed to be,that the rebel picket was as panicky as ours, and when
the advancing detachment ran into them, they fired their guns and ran,
as promptly as did our men.

The early morning found us back at the foot of the mountain but
we saw, at this time, nothing more of the confederate force that hur-
ried us away from Dug Gap.

Some military writers have given Generals Negley and Baird much
credit for the ability with which they extricated their commands from
a perilous position. :

Brannan’s Division joined us this day.

We lingered here five days until Thursday 17th, a general air of
uncertainty and expectation about the camps,while events were thicken-
ing elsewhere. .

Then we marched down the valley to the vicinity of Bird’s Mills
on Chickamauga Creek some eight or nine miles N,E. We saw no enemny
here, but they were said to be close in front. The air was full of ru-
mors, and of the vague uneasiness that seemed to indicate, we didn’t
know just how things were going,

Friday afternoon Sept.18th you boys will remember, we were order-
ed for picket, but just before we were ready to move out, the Division
was ordered to march, with the 10th Wis. as flankegsifie got on the road
at 7 o’elock P.M, The night was very dark. :

Some of you boys of the right wing companies, may remember the
~almost inextricable tangle in which you became involved, when the at-
tempt was made to take intervals in the darkness of the woods, and how
the effort was given up and the flankers recalled to the column,

I think all of you will remember that night march past the rebel
army bivouacked in the woods along Chickamauga Creek. Judge Tourgee in
"A Fools Errand"' gives it & thrilling deseription.

And all of you will remember our early morning halt at the point
where our road crossed the Alexander’s bridge road, where the battery
which .preceded us had unlimbered a gun which was pointed down the road
+toward the bridge, while the others were ready to be put into instant
sction. And while we made our coffee and ate our crackers, Brannan’s
Division filed past, and as we ate we listened to the first spattering
skirmish firing, which so soon led up to the louder roar of the actual
battle. _

Perhaps too you all remember the story of the isolated rebel bri-
gade, cut off on our side of the ereek when Colonel Dap MQ_Cook’s com-=
mand burned Reed’s Bridge, and you all saw Brannan’s Division form its
lines, and advance into the open woods on the right of the road‘to
capture that brigade. And you can scarcely have forgotten how that
brigade grew. B )

I am not attempting to cover the whole field, or to describe the
larger operations, which extended over many miles of cogntry, but to -
recall to your recollection that part of the historic field which was
under our own observation, and where we ourselves advanced ang retregb—
ed, and your own memories can verify or correct the story as I tell it

You will remember how quickly succeeding Brannan'®s advance our
own division formed. The 1lst Brigade with the 2nd and 35d Ohio apd the
38th Ind,,in the first line and the 94th Ohio and the 10th Wis,.,in the
second line. Kings regulars of the 2nd Brigade on our.right, and
Starkweather’s 3d Brikade in reserve, and we moved out into the woods

to Brannan’s right. : _ "
You will no doubt remember our rapid advance through the woods,

sometimes to the front and sometimes by the left flank for nearly a
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-~ mile, and the impetuous rush with which we here struck the rebel line,

driving it nearly half a mile and capturing many pr&sonerskuﬁndﬁ%ill

remember the spirit and confidence of the resolute attack. And here we

halted.

We had been moving forward with a convex front, and as each regi-
ment moved directly forward intervals widened between the battal\ions,
until, at this point the second line was moved up to fill the gaps in
the first, and the intervals were still far too wide.

King’s brigade was out of sight, at least from the part of the
line where I stood. I think Starkweather’'s brigade had also been moved
up to extend and fill out the line, though I did not see this. And
Brannan’s Division was also out of sight to our left. We looked down
an easy slope on our left to the north, and to the east the bottom of
the valley was just in front with the opposite slope rising before us.

Captain Harkness with Company A was ordered out to cover the
front with skirmishers. The line was ordered to lie down, which we did,
with our heads down hill. Van Pelt came up with his guns,(which you
probably all remember as Loomis’ battery) which unlimbered, two of
them beipg close behind ny company. Captain Harkness had not finished
his deployment, when he saw the rebel line advaneiﬁg, and instantly
ordered his men to assemble on the battallion, which they did on the
run.

If any Company A men who were in that line are present, perhaps
they can tell more of the details.But rapidly as they came in, the ad-
vance of the rebel line was equally swift, They came down on our right
flank with a terrible fire, to which our men lying with heads down hill
could make no adequate reply. The enemy crowded on and past the flank
and the line began to give way. Colonel Ely shouted to fix bayonets,
but it was too late, and soon the men who two hours ago had rushed to
the attack with sueh spirit and confidence were going rapidly to the
rear, Of course I saw most of the events at the left of the line.

The men of my company attempted to get on their feet to return
the first volley of the enemp, but Van Pelt’s gunners with the lanyaxrds
‘., ready to pull shouted,"Lie down® " Lie down" which for a moment kept

our boys flat, while the canister from the guns hissed over them. But
the line was giving way fast and some how they got from under the
mzzles of the cannon and to the rear. In ny company in these brief
minutes EBugene Stalker was killed, Serg’t H.Prentice, and bk JHoughtalirg
Geo .Norton and Ephraim Atkins were wounded,

The firing of the vattery brought upon it the concentrated fire
of the enemy. Horses and men were falling. Van Pelt was killed. His
gunners attempted to limber up, but with wounded men.and dead and
wounded horses emntangled in the harness they were unable to clear the
guns and two pieces fell into the hands of the enemny.

Going back through the woods, it seemed useless to atteimpt any Ra
rallv-under fire, I shortly over to_gd§erg’t Prentice shot through the

. ankle or between the ankle and the z%pen, and limping painfully to the
rear, and tried to give him some help. But we were soon pretty well
out of the firing, and I thought I ought to be trying to do something
else, I called another man who was near and asked him to help Prentice
to the rear., By this time we had gone back pretty well toward our
starting point'of the morning and were able to begin to reform our
ranks, and the greater part of the regiment was soon in line though
the men had hardly yet recovered their nerve, so rudely shaken.

) As I said before I am not attempting to tell the story of the bat~
tle, but some parts of it involve our own experiences.

When Brannan’s Division at its first advance struck the rebel
1ine it encountered Pegrains Division of Forest’s Cavalry fighting dis-
mounted. Unable to stand against Brannan it was reinforced by Armstrmgx
Division, and again by Eetor's brigade of Walker’s Division oﬁ{lnfan;
try. This brought Brannan to a stand still, but the arrival of Bairag
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s 5 T étruck = ed to readjust’ our line, Liddell’s fresh
o, o n flank with the results before stated,
i getg;f 2%2 3539 know t§e relative forcgs, but later knowledge
SR atis of Taiae o hehn B Badra myssessfully stissked
A egram and Armstrong and mSet~er Wbl &t divasiwn
& Wa;ker? but gave way before the flank attack of Liddell’s Division.
& cgggeézi;izboitipls txmz Palmer’s Division arrived and checked
s gatherT progress, anw when he began to flpd‘neavy work against

; ing remainders of these four rebel divisions,Reynolds ar-
rived to his assistance, and together they forced back the lines that
had been too much for Brannan and Baird, and us.

Evgr sipce I have been able to put the history of these events in
connection with my own observations, it has seemed to me that all that
lost us this battle field, was a failure of generalship.

: Perh&PS? too much confidence in our superiority to the enemy, led
f%rst¢to & wide dispersion of our several corps, and when their aggres
sive qpyegwnts forced us to fight, our troops arrived on the field,
one division after another, just fast enough to be beaten in detail
or to be perilously near it. :

5 I_did not take mich note of time while all this was going on, but
think it Husﬁ pave been pretty well past nocn, and possibly 2 o’clock
before ?he division lines were re-established, and we took & position
on a sllght swell, a short distance east of the road up which we made
our morning advent on the field. Here we lay until just about dark,
when we moved up nearly to the ground of our morning encounter in sup-
port of an attack by Johnson’s Division, or against an attack on thems
I have never been quite clear which it was. It was too dark for either
side to know much of the movements of the other.

Later knowledge shows that the confederate troops opposed to
Johnson were the division of Cleburn supported by those of Cheatham
Walker and Liddell, and Johnson was driven back carrying our line,
which practicly was not engaged,with it.

We made our bivouac that night at a place I have never been able
to locate, somewhere between our starting place of the morning, and
the limit of our advance. ;

I think you will all remember the frosty discomfort of that night,
which kept many of us wakeful, in spite of fatigue and nervous exhauss
ion. And I think it was not - difficult to rouse most of you in the
early light of that calm Sunday morning, when we moved back 10 the low
ridge along the east side of the Keily field.

I think you will all remember, all of you who were there, the ap-
pearance of that field on which you spent that memorable Sunday. We
lay along the crest of the low swell, with the 38th Indiana to our
right. Down the slight slope fifteen or twenty rods in front the 2nd
33d and the 94th Ohio formed the first line, On their left along the
open glade in the woods were the five battal .ions of regulars, and I
cannot remember that any artillery was on their line or on that of our
brigade, Can any of you? To the right Starkweather’s brigade extended
south, and then the left of {SP&E?Q:§w£12%§;QQa&apping over behin: :
Starkweather clear up to our second line,as I could see from my posi-
tion, but other divisions continued beyond, folowing the curve of the
ridge to the south and south-west.

Do you remember the quietness of that Sunday morning after we
had taken position? Except that down on the front line they were gath-
ering old logs and stones, and where an ax could be found, felling
such trees as they could, to build a slight barricade, which when they
had done their best was hardly knee high? And it was 10 o’clock when
the skirmishers’firing warned us of an attack, and the second line
noved up to support the first. The struggle on our front was compari-
tively short and the attack was repulsed without ever getting very



B
" close, and our second line was drawn back to its first position with-
in an hour.

General Longstreet says in his story of the battle that the as-
saultshere were desperate and repeated and that the troops engaged,two
or three brigades of Breckenridge’s comnand were fought to a condition,
in which they could not be brought to another attaek, and he quotes
General Bragg as saying. "There is not a man on the right that has any
fight lefi in him".

But off to our left where we could see the regulars lying along
the opening in the forest, the attacking lines far outflanked the ex-
tremity of the regular line. We heard the noise of the firing and the
yells, as they swept around the flank, and as the uproar reached their
rear the left of the regulars gave way and came back to the right as
far as our position. Still the noise came more and more to our rear,
though® the advancing force was out of sight in the woods.

1%¥sonfess to being nervous at their rapid approach, and wanted
Captain Ford to swing our company to face this advance, but he waited
for the Colonel’s orders.,

The regulars who had come back were gathering irregularly at our
left, and some of them firing at the woods., I remember "going fors a
gzood looking sergeant who pointed his rifle over the tree tops, asking
him "what was the use of firing that way" He didn’t like it very well,
to be called to account by a volunteer officer, and made an angry re-
ply, but neither of us had time just then to continue the conversation

' Behind us was the open field, and just at this time Vanderveer’'s
fine brigade came rushing down the slope at a double quick, and was
within twenty rods of the edge of the woods, and just in our rear when
the fore most of the rebel force, in wild disorder from their rapid
advance through the woods, came out into the field. At sight of the
line sweeping down upon them nearly all fell flat to escape the expecd
ed volley, and scarcely fired a shot. The advancing line rushed over
them driving the remainder of the force back through the woods.

These were a few thrilling and exciting moments when to our limite
ed view the fate of the day seemed trembling in the balance.

sByron Swan of Company K, a quiet boy who would never be suspected

f intensity of feeling, dropped out of the ranks to join in the
charge which hurled back the seemingly victorious progress of the
rebel attack.

The regular line was re-established, with its left refused to
guard against future flanking movements, and afte;ﬂﬁwo or three hours
of sharp and exciting work the attack was repulsed, along the left.

The rebels who had gained our rear with so much uproar,were all
gathered in to the mmber of 500 or 600 and sent back under guard.

After the firing had sunk to comparative quiet, and perhaps be-
tween one and two o’clock the 10th Wisconsin was drawn out of the
second line and sent to the left of the regulars, the line here being
so drawn back that it formed a broad hook, and where we formerly faced
east we now faced north-west. Here we gathered such logs and stones as
we could find, and made a slight barricade, perparatory to the attack
we expected before night.

When the forenoon attaok‘an Qur front was repulsed, it was
carried along the line to the =N divisions attacking one after an-
other, in search of a weak Spot in our lines, but so far as we then
knew, all went well with us, and we waited for the coming events.

About three o’clock or & little later there was an attack on the
right, away off to the west of us, and the firing was long and heavy.

. With what result we did not then know, but judged from the directlon
of the firing that the rebels were driven back.

Along about this time or perhaps a little later, we saw a regi-
o RN _perehing actss, the [ranout 1Rl %‘Sﬂ'ﬁﬁe%%ﬁ“%x%‘ég%1%,‘538*"

wonder where they were going,
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Between 4.30 and 5 o’clock P.M. the increase of skirmish firing
warned us that the expected attack was coming, and soon the skirmishers
came in. The attack was steady and persistent, coming most strongly on
the front of the regular brigade, and on the portion of the first bri-
gade occupying the old front, and but lightly on the 10th Wisconsin,

The regular line twice gave way and fell back but by the efforts
of their officers and ours, was rallied and returned to its post.

I think vou will all remember the bugler whe stuck to his place
so manfully, and sounded the recall to his comrades.

In the last effort to rally them,Colonel Ely of the 10th Wiscon~
sin was mortally wounded. I saw him when he received the fatal bullet ,
whirl about and fall to the ground.

Darkness was approachi gIdthe blaze of the guns shone red, and we
began to hope thit we should our line to the end. Of what would come
when!the days struggle should end, we had not yet thought .

. *Sonﬁwhat earlier than this, perhaps about five o’clock, Major Mc
Kircher of the 10th was sent by Colonel Ely to obtain ammunition or a
reinforcement. On the ridge south of us and half a mile or more dis=-
tant a group of mounted officers was visible, and these were supposed
to be the staff of our division Head GQuarters. From the same vieinity
a battery of artillery was throwing shells into the woods beyond our
front.

Major Mec Kircher started for the group of officers, and his ex-
perience he.told us a few days 1ater,when we all had time to tell and
to hear stories.

He approached the group breathless with his hasty Jjourney and as
he came up, an officer rode out to meet him.

1for God’s sake send us ammnition or a reinforcement’ gasped Me
Kircher, "I will take your sword: Sir% was tnhe reply, that made the
situation as clear to the Major as if an hour had Deen taken to ex-
plain.

They were confederate officers, and the artillery was confederate
suns., But we down in the edge of the woods still held on in blissful
ignorance, until thekfipal break in the dusk of evening.

The regulars who,been bearing the weight of the attack, had by th
this time pretty nearly exhausted their ammunition and again broke
from their line. This time they could not be rallied, and our own men’
adjoining were thus exposed to ghtack in flank and rear, and broke
also.

Those of you who wkre there will not have forgotten the exciting
moments that followed. .

As our lines gave way most of our en went obligquely &across the
Kelly field to the south of west, where we supposed the main line of
vattle 10 be. There was no panic among the men, put only a befief that
they were in an untenable position from which it was wise to retreat.

tost of the men of Company K were with me.

As we started across the Kelly field the uppermosi thought with
me was, what would happen when we reached, as we expected to, the main
linq;rdmd the force Supposablﬁ,following us, came in on the rear of
that line.

Before we had gone far we reached a point where the ground was
favorable for a rally and I ordered a halt. All the men of uy compaly
rallied there and I think some others, but the most kept on. My men
began to say, "It is of no use to stay hérkAll the rest are going" ,
and I could see that for myself, and 1 gave the order to go On.

The attacking force was cautious, and if they followed at all,
did it slowly and at a distance. .

When we moved from the rallying point there was no pursuit in
sight. But the battery on the ridge to the south showered canister at

%s most viciously as we crossed the field, I do'not know What'oasual-
1eSoeeurred here beyond ny own company. Frederick Less was killed
somewhere on this field, though in the gloom of the evening no one saw
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el At the west side of the field we came into the timber again, and
struck into a woods road leading in the direction we wanted to go, a
little south of west.

A short distance ahead of us were Captains Collins and Spencer,
Lieutenant Patchin and some of their men. In the increasing dusk of
the evening we saw them come upon two confederate soldiers, capture
and disarm them, but a little further on, they being perhaps a dozen
rods ahead of us, we saw them encounter another partyof rebels and
this time the tables were turned and our men made prisoners,

The men with me all stopped, and I think a sudden revelation of
the situation came to us all, We came from the north-east, and presum-
ably the attacking force was slowly following. In frontof us to the
west was another rebel force, and they had certainly been all day at-
tacking from the east and south, The men with me scattered into the
woods to the north, If there was any way out it muist be there. With a
1ittle hesitation I followed but I had not gone forty rods when I saw
another confederate party, and they had captured several of my men who
had left me but a few minutes before., I stopped. I wasn't above run-
ning if I had known which way to run. But the boys called out "It 18
no use Lieutenant, they are all around us", and it seemed a plain fact
that they were. The party came up to me and I jeined the procession,
and only a 1little way to the west we came to the rebel line of battle.
The occasion was full of surprises to us.

We had discovered in crossing the Kglly field that the battery to
the south was a rebel battery, and now we learned that the troops who
neld us were of Longstreet’s corps, which up to the moment, we had not
known to be out of Virginia., The particular body of troops was General
Humphreys brigade of Missippians of Me Law’s Division, and we learned
that all the ground to the south and west which we had supposed was
held by our army, had been occupied by the rebel forces for hours, and
the smll portion of the line on the = extreme left held by the regu-
lars and Scribner’s brigade, or a part of it, of Bairdsbivision, was
the last foothold qf the Union army oh the field of its two days strug-
gle.

The withdrawal of the 14th CGorps had commenced on the right some-
where near the middle of the afternoon. Regiments and brigades had
been successively retired, and the movement had followed down into
Baird’s Division, and there had been a failure to transmit the orders,
leaving the few battalions on the left to take care of themselves.

It was the general belief at the time among the sufierers, that
we had been sacrificed to cover the retreat of the rest of the corps,
but of this I think there is no evidence.

When brought to the rebel line, we camped right then and tlere,
and were told to make ourselves comfortable for the night. We lay dowr,
and while I slept the sleep of utter fatigue, some unregenerate ‘reb"
stole my rubber blanket, which as the night was cool, I had spread
over me,

General Humphreys the brigade comander sat by a fire near us all
night. He told some of our officers that his plantation in Missippi
joined that of Jeff Davis and that the buildings had been burned by
the Federal soldiers. Perhaps quite naturally his feeling toward us
was decidedly bitter.

I dort know how others felt, but to me the first feeling was one
of relief. Our effort had come to an end) whatever the result, we
could now do nothing to avert or change it, and I dropped all the load
of responsibility whioﬁifhe most subordinate officer must feel in some
degree,

I need say nothing of the subsequent movements, which ultimately
janded us in Libby Prison in Richmond.

I have attempted here to give little beyond our own immediate ex-

periences, !Most of the material is from my diary written on the spot,
supplemented by my recollections.
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,////// If any of you from your memory of the events can add to or cor-
rect my memoranda, I should be glad of sueh amendments.

Our civil war ranks as the most desperate and sanguinary of modem
times. The losses in the fierce battles of the Napoleonic wars were
never accurately known, and are always stated in round numbers, but it
-i8 questionable if they reached the percentages of many of the severe
struggges of our civil war,

Colonel Fox says in his book, "Regimental Losses in the Civil War'
"The greatest loss suffered by any troops in any of the tremendous
battles of the Franco-German war of 1870, was by the 3d Westphalian
Regiment at Mars La Tour, the loss having been a fraction over forty-
nine per cent of the men engaged.,

There were scores of regiments in both the Union and Confederate
Armies whose losses in single battles ranged from fifty per cent up to
the eighty-five per cent endured by the first Minnesota at Gettysburg.
I might remind you boys, that Colonel Fox in an article in the Century
Magazine several years ago in a list of regiments enduring heavy los-
ses, included the 10th Wisconsin as losing fiftytwo per cent of the
force engaged at Chaplin Hills,

Among the fierce struggles of the eivil war Chickamauga ranks
with the most desperate. The number of men engaged is as usual some-
what variously stated by reports on both sides, but on the whole the
figures of the historians do not vary very largely.

General Cist in his'History of the Army of the Cumberland" states
the numbers engaged, Union 55,000, Confederate 70,000.

General Turchin in his "History of the Battle of Chickamauga'
gives in detail the organization of each arny, naming every regiment
and battery on both sides, but he does not give the strength of each,
but gives the strength of the armies by divisions, His total figures
are for the Union Army 57,840, Confederate 60,598.

General Longstreet in his book "From Manasses to Appomattox?
gives the strength, Union Army 60,867, Confederate 60,366.

It has been frequently said that in the Confederate Army the re-~
ports showed the ren actually taken into battle., I do not know whether
this is so0o or no and perhaps it is not necessary to inquire. °

In the Uniofl,i¥ was the custom to report the strength as shown on
the morning reports "Present for Duty". This number was always consid-
erablv in excess of the actual fighting strength.

As an illustration I may mention Company K of the 10th about
which I have personal knowledge. The morning report of Sept.19th’635
gave three officers and thirty-seven Non.Com. officers and men'"present
for dutv“ total forty, but of these there were a wagoner musicians
and another extra duty man, leaving but thirty-six for the battle line,
Of these there went to hospltal that morning three, leaving the actual
strength which went into action, two officers and thirty-one men.

If the same reductions existed in all other companies of the
Union Army the mumber actually engaged would fall below the estimate
of General Cist.

The losses of the two days battle on the Union side are pretty
fully andaecurately reported,and different authorities give them with
small variat ions., The Confederate losses were never accurately report-
ed, but the authors of various histories are not so very widely apart
in their figures,

To recapitulate, the strength and losses on both sides are given.

Strength Xilled Wounded Missing Total Loss

By Gen.Cist,Un.55,000 1878 9,394 5,255 16,366
Confed70,000 2673 16,274 2,003 20,950
By Gen. Un.57,840 1656 9,749 4,774 16,197

Turchin €.60,598 1790 11,158 1,380 18,096
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Strength Killed Wounded Missing Total Losses

By Gen.Longstreet ,Union, 60,867 16,550
Confed.60 ,566 17,800
By Gen.Boynton Union. 57,800 16,179
Confed, (57,000 to)
(76,200 to)Compiled from various » 17,804
(81 200 ) Confed sources,

(Gen.Boynton says 44 48 1mp03°1blé:;econcll§kne figures.)

General Longstreet says "that his command con31stp%fbi thirty-
eight refluentsjinfantrV, lost in two hours forty-four per cent of its
strength and the opposing divisions of the Federal army a correspong-
ing proportion. He names eiBhteen Confederate regiments which sustain-
ed losses ranging from f£orty-five per cent to sixty-eight per cent of
their total force. Official reports show that the casualtles on both
sides exceeded thirty-three per cent of the troops aotually on the
field"

In the Union Army there were fifteen Divisions divided into forty-
five brigades composed of 160 regiments Infantry, twenty-one regiments
Cavalry, thirty-five Batteries Artillery.

In the Confederate Army there were also fifteen Divisions in
forty-six brigades composed of one hundred and seventy-one regiments
Infantry, thirty-nine regiments Cavalry, forty-six Batteries Artillery.

Our thirty-five batteries if all six gun batteries would have
nurbered two hundred and ten guns. Gen Turchin says we had one hundred
and ninty-two. General Longstreet says we had two hundred and forty-
Bix,

Of the forty-six batteries of rebel artillery, both Turchin and
Longstreet say the records are inaccurate but the number of guns was
about two hundred.

But the field,largely covered with forests was unfavorable for
artillery, and probably neither army used any where near the full num-
ber of its ns

Genera reported the strength of the 1st Division before the bat-
tle at 5,541 men,

I hawve been entirely unable to find a statement of the strength
of Seribner’s(1lst) brigade, or the number of men taken into aection by
the 10th Wisconsin., Assuming the three brigades to have averaged about
alike the strength of each would have been 1,837, officers and nen.

General Turchin gives the following list of losses.

1st Brigade 1st Division 1l4th Army Corps Colonel Scribner Com’dg

Killed Wounded Missing Total Losses

38th Ind. 13 57 59 109
2nd Ohio 9 50 122 181
BEg. - 14 63 - 83 160
94th 2 22 22 46
10th Wis. 11 55 145 211
1st Mich.Art._ 8 e 12 25

55 254 423 732

These figures show the total loss of the brigade at forty per
cent, and actual killed and wounded seventeen per cent.

As to the strength of the 10th Wisconsin on the morning of the
battle,Sept.19th, The Wisconsin Monument Commission of which Captain
Collins is a member, on the tablet of our monument, give the losses as
given above by General Turchin, agd add three officers and twenty=-six
mén who constituted the full force on the morning of Sept .21st and
make the total force engaged two. Thundred mnd forty.

I entertain some doubt of the accuracy of the figures as to both

strength and losses.



;7/// Adj’t General Gavlord of Wisconsin in his report for 1863 gives
the killed in our regiment at eighteen, while the table gives it at
eleven,

There were three officers killed, Colomel J.H,Ely, Captain Geo.M.
West, Lieutemant Robert Rennie.

In Company K there were killed Eugene Stalker and Frederick Less.
This makes five of the eleven and leaves but six to cover killed among
the men of the other eight companies. I can hardly believe they es-
eaped with so little loss.

As to the actual strength of the regiment, there were but nine
companies engaged., Company G was absent as guard to & supply train, If
v memory is correct Companies G and K were rather larger that any
others in the regiment. As before stated Company K took into action
two officers and thirty-one rifles.

If my recollection of the relative strength of companies is cor-
rect, we may have averaged for the nine companies thirty men each, a
total for the regiment of two hundred and seventy.

If these figures are correct the total losses of the 10th Wiscom-
sin were close to seventy=-one per cent of the total strength, and the
actual killed and wounded were twenty-four and one half per cent.

Of the names borne on the reports as'missing in action", a number
were unquestionable killed, snd all or nearly all of the remainder,
made acquaintance with the miseries of Libby prison and the Pemberton
warehouses, of Danville and Andersonville and Salisbury, and meny a
one of our still missing comrades saw their last sun set amid the hor-
rors of those surroundings,

And what were the results of this desperate and sanguinary con-
flict? Certainly we lost the battle field and the rebels gained it, i3
but were there any further or decisive results? When we marched from
Murfreesboro in Midsummer, the strategic movements of the army under
Rosecrans, compelled the abandonment of Tullahoma by the confederates,
and their rapid retreat to Chattanooga.

- The movements of the campaign in the late summer and early fall,
again threatened the security of Brag@s communications at Chattanooga,
and he withdrew to the vieinity of Lafayette, some twenty-five miles
south, and here with the arrival of reinforcements, he assumed the of-
fensive and the battle followed,

But Chattanooga the prize in this gladiatorial struggke, remained
in the grasp of the Federal Army, never to be lost again, and the
18,000 Confederate soldiers lost on the field, added not a mile to the
territ@¥y retained by the Confederacy. ,

It may be a question, whether it even delayed the advance of the
Union army, which so late in the season might very possibly have halt-
ed voluntarily as it did per foree, at Chattanooga, to gather its en-
ergies and prepare for the next stage of its progress.

They tell us that the Indian name of tie stream, upon whose banks
Union and Confederate soldiers struggled so fiercely, given in wemory
of some long ago slaughter of aboriginal warriors, means "The River of
Death", and we who witnessed and shared in the memorable events of
thirty-five years ago, along that valley, can well believe that the
name has now a new and intensified significance.

Waupun, Wis,,July 15th, 1898,
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