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0 'S JOB

The work of the County Agricultural Agent has - .
been on an emergency basis since it was first in-
augurated in 1912, Immediately following the begin-
ing of extension work, farmers were then faced with
the problems of the world war and those that came
after the war, Some of these problems are still con-
fronting farmers today. Following the war, came the
depression of the"twentied" which was not felt so
keenly by any other class of people than the farmers.
In the long depression of the "thirties", farmers
were again beset with such problems as credit, drought,
prices, labor, low incomes, and a sinking of their
confidence and morale.

With the problems as they were, the county a-
gent was happy to be of as much assistence as possi-
ble in any line of work that required his attention
and services, even though it had not been anticipated
and placed on the program. Nc¢ auuitlional assistance
was given the county agent except, of course, clerical
assistance, The duties of the county agent changed

from that of purely educetional to that of an admin- - -? 

istrator or. an executive. The county agent became the
director of the agricultural progrem in the county.

In adaition to these many tasks the co.,agmt must still
be an educator and must have time to think and plan
his program.

There nust be coordination in the extension pro-
gram if it is to be successful. Projects must be de-
veloped on & county basis. The needs of all farm
people must be considered. Ferm folks must be helped
in a way that will enable them to help themselves.

There must also be coordination of non-extension
agencies as well, There still are important problems
in coordination of such agencies as Rural Resettlement,
Farm Security, AAA, Farm Credit, and others. All
these depend to some extent on the county agent for
their ultimate contact with the farmer both in organ- '
ization and subject matter, -
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** progrem of Work **

1, Livestock Improvement
a, Disease of cattle, horses, hogs, sheep, and poultry.
1. Bungs Disease 5. Pneumonia
2. Cholera 6. Parusites
3. Tuberculosis 7. Tceth decay
4, Coccidiosis

b. Insects and parasites attacking livestock.
l. B()ts 3. L500
2+« Worus

¢c. Breeding problems.
1. Horses - Stallion Imnrovewment
2. Cattle - Proven sires - Sterility
d. Livestock Shipping Associations.
e. Cow Testing and Herd Improvement Work.
f. Cocperative Bull Associations.
2. Cooperative Work.
a, Milk Producers

b, Livestock Producers
¢, Farm Organizations

d. Comuaunity Efforts
e. Rural Electrificaticn

3. Conservation.
a. Reforestration e, Land Utilization

b. Shelterbelts f. Soil Conservation
¢. Windbreaks g. Gawe Propagation
d. Land Zoning h. School Ground

Beautifiocation
4, 4-H Ciub Work. ‘o
a. Livestock d, Handicraft
be Crops e, Miscellaneous
e. Forestry
5. Soils and Crops
a. Inseots and Pests ®. L
b, Fertilizers - Soll Tests ;‘ s;ﬁ?f°§ruits
¢, Lime - Soil Tests &. Rodent Control
d. Orchard Improvement h. Hays - Grasses

i. Hybrid Corn
6. Agricultural Conservation - AAA
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Livestock Improvement

Horses: Wood County farmers have about 6500 head of
horses meany of which are too old to do good farm work. Farmers
Lave neglected to raise horse power and very few colts have
been foaled during the last four years. A survey of the
stallion owners revealed that 218 colts were foaled in 19037,
Approxiwately the same number of mares were bred in 1937 as
in 1936, We can not look forward to much increased production
in the number of colts for 1938. -« henia "

Many of the old horses in the county were infested with
bots. A large number of farmers had allowed their horses'
teeth to go without repair, and during the drought period
meny horses suffered unduly from lack of teeth repair.

A bot eradication program was conducted during the winter
months of 1936 and 1937 and epproximately one-half of the
horses in the county received teeth and bot treatment, A
local committee was elected by farmers to employ the services
of competent veterinarians who did the bot treatment at a re-
duced price, Horses' teeth were repaired at the same time if
farmers wished it. In general, the program was satisfactory.
The late Dr, Abbott of Marshfield, Dr. Jensen of Arkdale, and
Dr. Swan of Stevens Point, cooperated on the program. Other
veterinarians in the county were unable to work due to their
being tied up with the Bang's disease program. The bot eradi-
cation program was especially successful for it had not been
done on a community basis in the past.

During the summer of 1937, a small epidemic of encepho-
meylitis broke out in the town of Wood, but prompt treatment
and strict isolation seemed to prevent the disease from spread-
ing to other horses. The disease was brought into the county
by a shipment of horses from the west,

Horge ' Mceting: Ail stallion owners were pre-
sent at a meeting arranged by the county agent to study and
Judge horses, Stallions were examined for soundness. A
horse judging contest was held which was conducted by Pro-
fessor Fuller of the College of Agriculture and Dr., V. S,
Larson from the State Department of Agriculture and Markets.

The up-to-date methods of artificial insemination of
horses was demonstrated at the meeting. This was the first
time that many horsemen had seen the practice actually dem-
onstrated, In the hands of competent horsemen, artificial
insemination may prove to be a valuable practice to horse
owners in the county. Dairymen have also asked to have dem-
onstrations of this sort arranged for the purebred herd
owners of the county.

The breeding school which was held in June aroused con-
siderable interest among stallion owners and practically all
of these men asked to have their horses examined for sound-
ness, It is possible that a county stellion owners organiza~
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tion cen be set up so as to guard against the use of poor-
type stallions as well as non-breeders.

-, Dairy Cattle: Wood County fermers own and manage ap-
proxlmafb*y ,000 head of dairy cattle. All of these cattle
were tested for tuberculosis by the State Livestock Sanitary
Division in 1936. Oniy nineteen reactors on fourteen farms
were found in the entire county. The county 1s a modified
accredited county with one of the smellest percentages of in-
fection in any county of the state.

In 1933 Bang's aisease, however, was present in ap-
proximately 45% of the herds in the county. The percentage
of infection in the county is now 12% according to the record
of tests on about 1,000 herds in the county. Several esduca-
tional meetings have been held in the county during the past
ten years In an effort to disseminate all informetion that
was known about Brng's diseuse and its control., Five demon-
stration herds were taken by the Agricultursl Cormittee and
the State Department of Agriculture end Msrkets and testing
was done in each of these five herds every sixty days until
eighteen months had elapsed after the reactors had been re-
moved. 1In 1933 the Federal Bmergency Progrem went into
effect under the LaFollette-Costigian Bill, appropriating
$50,000,000,00 to be used to assist farmers in eradicating
Bung's disease using the agglutination test as the diagnostic
agent. Approximately 1,000 farmers have made application for
test under this program. On the initial testing, approximate-
ly 12% of the cettle were found to be infected. About 31% of
the deiry herds were found to be infected an the first re-test
of the infected herds. Approximetely 150 herds heve been
certified by the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture and
Markets as being Bung's free on three or more clean tests.
The rest of the 850 herds not already certified are being
tested every six months end as soon &s they heve passed three
clean tests, they will be certified. It would seem thet it
would be for the best interests of Wood County deairy industry
to eradicate Bang's disease from the county if possible es-
pecielly now when edditional financiel help is being mede
evellable through the state and federel governments.,

The 1937 legislation pessed a lew giving farmers in
counties where 75% of the cattle owners petition for the test,
additional indemnity money up to $20.00 per cow based on 20%
of the difference betweecn the eppraised value and the net
snlvage received from t he slaughter of infected cattle,

Iumedietely on the prssage of the Barnes Bill authoriz-
ing the area test, petitions were sent to each farmer in the
county giving him an opportunity to petition for the test if
he wished. Approximetely 1,000 farmers have made application
for the srea test program in Wood County. Prior to the
passege of the Bernes bill, farmers who hed tested steted thet
they would much rather have their neighbors test also so as to
lessen the chance of re-infection, Hundreds of farmers made
the announcement at mectings that they would be glad to test
if their neighbors tested, In other words, farmers with clean
herds would like to heve their neighbors have cleen herds r1so
so as to lessen the chance of re-infection of clean herds,
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More than ONE THOUSAND Wood county dairy herd
owners have already had their herds tested for
Bangs disease-~ Oct 1lst 1937
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Each dot (¢) represents one dairy herd tested for Bangs disecase
before Oct 1lst 1937, More than $42,000 has becn paid Wood county
farmers in indemnity, More than 3000 tests have bcen made’ on these
herds. More than 16,000 - cattle have been tcsted. Infection has
been reduced from 12% €6 less than 2% in the infceted herds.
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REACTION TO BANGS DISEASE IS SHOWN BY AGGLUTINATION TEST

Negative Reaction Positive Reaction

The cuts show the negative (clear) and positive (milky) reaction to Bangs disease. Antigen is
mixed with a specimen of blood sera on a heated plate glass and the anti-bodies if present in
the blood of the animal will agglutinate with the antigen and cause a very apparent reaction.
This reaction cannot be mistaken by anyone well qualified to make the test. Tests for Bangs
disease can be made rather rapidly and farmers can see the test made at the offices of most local
veterinarians. Many new farmers are now availing themselves of state and Federal financial
assistance in the matter of testing and indemnity money in order to get their herds clean and
free from Bangs disease.

Since the above map was made, much progress has been made by the several test states. Farmers in Oregon and
Washington are making rapid advances with the testing program. Many cities in the United States have passed ordinances
requiring that milk for fluid consumption come from cattles free from Bangs disease.
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Re-infection of Clean Herds: There have been some
tragic experlences with Bang's aisease, This has been most
noticeable in one or two herds where the herds were found to
be clean and certified and then they became re-infected from
neighboring herds, One farmer in the town of Dexter lost
twenty-nine head after he had had a clean herd. Auother one
of the demonstration herds became re-infected from the
neighboring herds and fourteen head were lost. Fermers who
have clean herds are extremely proud of their accomplishments
and are doing everything possible to keep the infection from
their herds. :

Remedies and Cures: Furmers whose herds are infected
with Bing's diseuse or whose cattle occasionally abort are
extremely anxious to get rid of the disease and oftentimes
fall an easy prey to slick selesmen who sell mineral feeds
and reme¢ dies with the hope that they will cure Bang's dis-
ease, The State Department of A¢riculture and Markets and
the Collere of Agricuiture have made exhaustive studies of
thase cures but none have been found to be of any value for
the cure of the disease. Furmers in the county annually
spend several thousands of dollars in the purchase of reme-
dies in the hope that they cen cure the disease but none
have succeeded.

Bull Blocks: As soon as the county or areas in the
county have been made cleen and free from Ban;'s disease and
the chances of spreading Bang's disease have been eliminated,
fermers will be able to purchase bulls on & community besis
so that better bulls cen be purchesed snd used in the com-
munity at a lower cost thereby increasing dairy profits.

Breeding Schools: Breeaing schools ere being arranged
for inferested deirymen in the county who wish to get the
most modern informction on sex control, inherltance fectors
and other breeding problems.

Cow Testing for Butterfut: There is a growing interest
o the part of many fermers to establish a reguler cow test-
ing associestion perticularly in the northern pert of the -
county, Scveral men are desirous of knowing their feed costs
and the production records of their individunl cows. Scue
herd owners are doing official testing under the Dalry Herd
Improveuent Program.

Cooperetive Efforts

Livestock Shipping: The Ccunty Agricultur«l Agent was
asked by the boards ol directors of the Arvin, Pittsvilies,
and the Vesper-Wisconsin Rrpids Livestock Ship.ing Assocla=-
tions to assist them in setting up & lerge cooperative assocla-
tion on a contract basis. Fieldmen from the Equity Livestock
Srles Aceney wnd the Wiscousin Depertuent of Agriculture and
Mcrkets and thirty-seven coopereting farmers helped the
county agent to complete the job. Bceuuse of the unsatis-
fectory costs of shipping livestock by truck to merket and
the low wvolume of these small associations, the county egent
found it possible to get 425 fermers to orgenize into one
livestock shipping assoclotion . known as the Wcod Ccuuty Cen-
tral Livestock Shioping Association Cooperutive, Members of




& > Records for testing in Wood county show outstanding progress being made with the eradica-
A tion and control of Bangs disease. The records below are as of October 1, 1937 and are conclusive
0 o enough to convince any one of the value of the test as a diagnostic agent.

| baoid Cattle in Inf.
VO] Number Herds  Number Cattle No. Negative No. Positive Inf. Herds Herds
Initial Test .........907 14,807 12,414 1,763 434 8,349

: 1st Retest ..........371 6,463 5,790 209 85 1,721
1 2nd Retest ..........263 4,856 4,605 104 47 1,025
3rd Retest ..........176 3,699 3,568 68 31 719
I Do 4th Retest .......... 66 1626 1571 33 9 243
Sth Retest .......... 23 670 644 15 3 79
PN 6th Retest .......... 5 114 107 4 1 33
J 9 O 27 24 2 1 27
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TWO HUNDRED FIFTEEN (215) Wood county dairy
herds havc passed three clecan tcsts for Bangs

diseasc under the Fcderal Bangs discase control
program. There arc morc than 500 hords clecan on onc test.

Bach circle (@) indicatcs onc dairy herd which has passed at least
threc clean tests for Bangs diseasc undcr the Federal program for
the control of Bangs discase. All testing has bcen done frce,
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this associstion live in twelve of the southern townships of
the county and heve elected a board of directors, have organ-
ized, and have chosen a manager to handle their iivestock
shipping problems. At least one car of livestock has been
shipped every Tuesday since the 1l4th of Scptember and on sever-
al days two cars have been shipped. The organization 1s de-
sirous to merket all of the livestock owned by the members
through a cooperative terminal marketing agency. The associa=-
has been set up to trensport a1l livestock to the terminel
merket by reil. The new shipping arrangements, according to
records, have been giving much better satisfaction then the
0ld method of trucking livestock and the cost 1s being re-
duced.

The mcmbers of this new association heve signed contrects
vinding themselves together for a periocd of one year. These
contracts are self-renewing end e copy is filed in the Regls-
ter of Decd's otrfice which serves es o legrl notice to eall
local buyers who might try to bhuy stock from the members.

Milk Producers' Associctions: The milk producers' ns-
sociations 1n Nekucsa, Wisconai:. Rapids, and Marshfield have
been operating under their local agreements as drawn up in
1933 with only e few minor changes. These associations,
through their boardsof directors, are able to control the
price of butterfat that they are to receive for their milk
to a large extent and to also have a say in the volume of
milk that is to be taken in to these local dairy plants for
further consumption. The milk .roducers in Marshfield have
complied with the clty ordinance by requiring that milk for
fluid consumption in Mersnfield rwust come from cattle free
from Bang's discuse.

Farm Organizationz The County Agriculturael Agent has
cooperated w e arm orgenizations in the county which
have asked for service and information. Due to the county
agent being a county employee, he can not interest himself
in organizing any one particular farm organization but can
dissiminete informaetion concerning egricultural problems
to all members of these assoociations.

( . ' Conservation

Windbreaks and Shelterbelts: Approximately 75,000 trees
were dlstributed through the county agent's office for plant-
ing on about 200 farms. These trees were planted on e re-
forestrat ion progrem either as shelterbelts or windbreaks on
farms largely in the southern part of the county. Farmers
can be allowed up to 5,000 trees in 1938 for shelterbelt
plantings end living snow traps. M:ny farmers are favoring
the planting- of shelterbelts in strips ecross their fields

80 that the blowing of snow and wind will be reduced to a
min Imum,

A WPA project wes inaugurated and fearms in the towns of
Seneca, Grund Repids, Saratoga, Port BEdwards, and Cranmoor
were surveyed to ascertain the farmers' choice of trees and
his preferred locations, Orders are now being taken for trees
for 1938 plantings.




Map showing location of membership
Wood Co.Central Livestock Shi sing
asdociation-co-operative. 19

Fach dot (®) shows the approximate location of the membership
in the newly formed livestock shipping association. Each member
has signed a one ycar self-renewing contract to ship his live
stock for slaughter with his neighbors. The board of directors
were instructed by the membership to transport all livesteck to
terminal market by rail. A farm to market pick up trucking
service has been established with a minimum stop charge of 25¢.




9,000 trees were distributed by the county agent to nine
farmers, each one planting 1,000 trees as an educetional plot.
These educetional plantings will be used in forestry tours in
the next two and three years,

10,000 trees were distributed by the county agent for
windbreaks around ferm homes in the northern pert of the
county., Tiere .s en inereasing demand on the part of farmers
for trees to protect their fermsteads from the winds from the
north and west,

9,000 trees were distributed through the county agent's
office to 4-H club members who were trking the forestry pro-
Ject, each member plenting at least 300 trees.

Duc to the extremely favorable season, prectically =11
of the trees planted in 1937 are growing nicely and the
splendid growth of these trees have encouraged many new farmers
to ask for trees for 1938,

UEland Game Birds: Approximately 500 matured pheasants
were erated 1n the county most of which were sent to the
county agent's office for distribution through a game com-
mittee. Approximately 1,000 day old pheasant chicks were also
delivered to the county agent's office for distribution to
cooperators on the upland game bird propagation program. A
large number of pheasant eggs were also hatched by cooperators
in the county. Many farmers are convinced that a fairly good
population of upland game birds will reduce grasshopper in-
festation and the hunting of the birds will provide a use for
the land thet is unfit for agriculture, It was originally
thought thet the plow would follow the axe.in every instance,
but many men heve realized that large acreages of land where
the timber was cut is now idle =nd not fit for egriculture.
This land should be set eside by the county or privete indie
viduals owning the same and put to its intended use by prope-

geting upleand game:birds end other forms of wild life or be
reforested.

School Ground Beautification: Fifty-nine rural schools
were Mépped 1n the summer of 1936 and 1937 by a landscepe
spetialist from the College of Agriculture, cooperating with
the County Agriculturel Agent. Teachers from these schools
made applications for the lendscaping services which were
rendered them free of cherge. Blueprints have been made of
the grounds surrounding these fifty-nine school houses end
these blueprints have been delivered to the teachers in charge
of the schools. Meetings heve been erranged with the school
board members by the county agent and the landscaping service
from the College of Agriculture to give them the informetion
concerning the school ground beautification program. Meny
teachers heve met with their school boards and plans for im-

provement on school grounds heve been made for 1938, 1939,
and 1940.

Qutstending in the school grounds beautificetion program
is the Cranmoor School in the town of Crenmoor, Other schools
have done possibly as much work but had to start ferther dack
in their becutification and improvement vork,
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Windbreeks heve been mede available to rurel school
teachers for planting rround the school grounds.

gohool Forests: The County Agriculturel Agent has as-
siste e superintendent of Schools, Mr..8. G. Corey, in the
plenting of school forests. Plantings were made in the North
County Park in lots set aside for rural schools and in the
South County School Forest. Tex delinquent land has been mede
available to the County Superintendent of Schools for tree
plenting. The county agent is cooperating with the Superin-
tendent of Schools on & long-time planting program which has
been designed to be educational. '

Real Estate and Chettel Credit

Real Estate Credit: During the period November 1lst, 1936
to ApTil 15th, 1937, the County Agent continued to act as
Secretary-Treasurer of the New Wood County National Farm Loan
Associetion, but resigned in order that a grouping of the five
associetions operating in Wood and Portage counties might be-
come affected, The county agent has served this association
since July lst, 1933. No fees or compensation of any sort
have been peid the county agent and to-date, no compensation
has been paid to the county of Wood for work dome by the county
agent for services rendered to the associetion. During the
period from November lst to April 15th, there was a marked re-
duction in the number of loans that were closed due to the
fact that many of the most urgent cases had been teken care of
during the emergency period. There was also a narked tighten-
ing-up of the loaning policies by the Federal Land Benk op-
erating in this district as compared to the policy 1in effect
during 1933-34,

The county agent was instrumental in forming the organ-
ization in 1933 and cerried it on to such o point where the
boerd of directors were well qualified to direct the'mctivi-
ties of the association and a new secretary-treasurer could
be treined to do the work.

Chattel Credit: During the period from November lst, 1936
to June 12th, , the county agent continued to act as
Secretary-Treasurer for the Wisconsin Repids Production Credit
Association, resigning on June l2th, 1937 in order to carry

on a more worth-while type of extension work, Most of the
board of directors of the Wisconsin Repids Production Credit
Association had been with the assocletion since its inaugura-
tion and were well quelified to direct the business of the as-
socirtion and select a new secretary-treasurer. The county
agent was instrumental in getting the association loceated and
started in Wood County. The first orgenization meeting wes
held at Vesper in December 1933, The county agent carried the
burden of the organization work and assisted in establishing

a loaning policy for the assoclation.

No pry was accepted by the county agent for any services
rendered the Wisconsin Repids Production Credit Association
end none have been paid the county of Wood for the service of
the county agent to the essociation.

Both the New Wood County Nationesl Farm Loen Association
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end the Wisconsin Rapids Production Credit Association have
substantial reserves built up, due to the.fact that both en-
joyed free rentel and office space end free services cf a sec-
retery-treasurer together with all of the other conveniences
in the office of the County Agricultural Agent. Furthermore,
beth of these sssociations were not required to spend any
large sums for advertising since they were handled by the
county egent's office and farmers neturelly ceme to the of fice
for assistance in credit informertion. During the four year
pericd that these two credit agencies were hendled by the
County Agricultural Agent, neither one of the associations
had lost one single dollar in a poor loan. A very satisfac-
tory clientele of borrowers was built up which wgie extremely
ccoperative., These men appreciate the fact that“BBunty agent's
free service enabled their associetion to esteblish a reserve.
With e good reserve, emounting to approximately $2400.07 in
the New Wocd Ccunty National Farm Loan Association, and $7700.
00 in the Wisconsin Rapids Prcduction Credit Asscciation,
neking a tctal reserve of mere than $10,000.00 in the twc as-
sceciations, farmers' stock in these assceistions were valued
ccnsiderably ebove par at the time the ocounty agent resigned.
Every $5.00 share of stock thet each of the seven hundred
fermers cooperatively purchased in these nsscelations wes
werth ecnsiderably more then the originel purchase price.

Injurious Pests

Grasshoppers: During 1937, Woocd Ccunty ferms heve becn
infested wifﬁ tThe largest number «f gresshoppers ever known

in the county. While the grasshcppers did nct do much sericus
demage in eny cne part of the ccunty, they were scattered

cver the entire crunty. Investigations on many farms "ave re-
vealed the presence cf large numbers of egg rasses along

fence rcws and in unplowed fields., The egg nasses were de-
pcsited in August and September ¢f this year. Unless we heve
adverse weather ccnditions frr the propagaticn cf grasshcppers,
the ccunty is likely tc experience a very serious infestati:n
f grasshoppers in 1938.

Arny Werms end Cutwerms: Army werns and cutworms have
been extrenely nunercus in nany parts of the ccunty perti-
cularly sc in the s-uthern part. Cutworns heve dine consid-
erable demage on vegetable and truck crcps end corn. Cutwcmms
will be nunercus egein next year c¢cn s-d lend that will be
plowed fir ccrn in the spring. Arny worms were present in
srall numbers thrcughout the ccunty. Arnmy worns and cutworns,
like gresshoppers, will pcssibly be extremely nurmer.us in
1938 unless severe weather cunditicons prevail at hatching
time. PFarriers are at ¢ 1lcss as tc know huw tc handle arny
werns, gresshoppers, end cutwerns because they d- nt know
their life cycle, P:ctatc bugs sre nct s~ nueh of a& worry te
fermers, but these cther pests thet ccre in hordes are diffi-
cult tc hendle unless farners kncw thelir life history.

Rodent Countrol

Following e very thorough clean-up on ordinary house rats
in October 1936, there is a slight infestotion of rats tc be
fcund on farms in the county, scccrding tc a survey nade in
October 1937, Questicnneires were sent tc each of the rurel
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MAP SHOWING SUMMARY OF GRASSHOPPER SITUATION.
EGG SURVEY " 'ADE 0CT.3/137
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BumiBry OF QeSO S Y gt

i“eégg podd | 1ive hopperp
per 8q.ft| per sq. yd Dominant species

crop figld jedge field |edgo first sécond | rate | percent
1 meadow 1 e | 4 1 Mowex - 2 10
2 Stubble o4 | - 5 1 %o - 1.2 8
? . 1.6 | = 0 0 = - 2 10
4 meadow 0 0 0 0 - - 1 - |
- alfalfa 1.6 = 0 0 - - 1.5 | 5
6 meadow ol | - 0 0 - - 5 100
| stubble e {0 0 0 - - 2.5 . ]
8 v 1.6 O 0 0 - - 2 i 10
- g ' | 7200
| | Average | 25

' The table has been prepared tJ show the percentage of crops that will be likely

t? be destroyed by grasshoppers in 1938 unless adverse weather comes at hat
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distriet schocl boerd rembers. These men are well acquainted
with the situetion in their immediate territery and gave a
very eccurate account of the ret infestetion. There nre spots
in the ccunty where rats are quite numerous. but farners have
the method of control quite well in hand.

Rurel Electrification

During the pest twenty-four months, 950 farns have been
electrified by private coupanies in Wouod County. There cre
five power and light ccripenies cperating in the county ond
these corpanies have located lines in every township in the
ccunty where there is nuch possibility of eny expansicn of
high lines. The cnly townships where there are no lines at
ell ere Remington, Hiles, Dexter, and Cery.

Expensicn in rural electrification in the county will
ccrne eas rapldly es farmers feel that they can take cn the
present initial ccst ~f line building and wiring of their
homes end buildings. Meetings have been arranged tc give
ferm folks infernaticn cn the ecst of wiring fernm hoemes and
cther buildings.

Scils and Crop Iumprcvenent

The Situesticn: W & County farmers are faced with the
problen of heving tco nany head cf livestock units for the
number ¢f acres in cultiveted land that they have in thLeir
farms. Ancther way of stating this is theat the county is
cver-stocked with enimal units., Wo.d Ciunty farners have
ricre then 70,000 animel units, 50,000 of which are deiry cows
end heifers, Nct more then 150,000 acres of land are under
the plow and epproximetely 90,000 acres is in soil depleting
crops. Only 4.4 of the lend is in rotetion pasture. Nct
enough land is set aside by fermers as pasture land to ec-
oncniicelly care for their livestock. Too rieny head cf cattle
heve to depend upcn grezing on wild and cut-over land. Too
nany head of cattle have to "rcugh it" through the winter.

Nen-Crep Lend: More than 51% of the ferm land in the co.
is clEEEi?Ieg by ferners thenselves as non-crop lend either
being too steep, too stony, tco sturpy, too marshy, or too
rnuch brush to make for agriculturel development at the pre-
sent time. Approximately 40% of this class of lend contain-
ing 140,000 acres can be broken end put under the plow accord-
ing to reports from more than 100 farners,

Crop Land: Of the 49% uf the farm land in the county
which Is in crops, riost of the lend is in hay, corn, and oats.
It would appear thet the cet acreage of the county could be
reduced and the clover and alfelfa acreage increased.

Fertilizers and Lime:  Hundreds of free scll tests have
been nade by the county agent's office and the State Solls
Laboratory which have indicated that the scil in the county
is very low in phosphate and line &nd rwuch of it is low in
pctash. 1If efficlent returns are to be gotten fron these farm
lands, it would seem thet such plant focd elenents as lime,
phcsphate, end potash will have tc be added in large amcunts.
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RURAL ELECTRIFICATION
WOOD COUNTY- 37

° °9 e
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Each dot (e) represents a rural meter. The total number of farms in
wood county is 3,500. Of the total number of farms 980 are electrified.
Five electric light and power companies operating Within the county
have added a total of 277 new customers during the past two years,
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ANALYSIS OF THE CROP ACREAGES FOR 1935-36 - WOOD CO.
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1.2 Rye «& Potatoes

5 Millet

~.+6 Alfalfa

«3 New Sceding

o Vegetables




il Ve
ANALYSIS CF THE ACREAGES Al'D USES CF NON-CRCP LAND FCR WCCD COUNTY

62 FAR!S

-—*"'""’F"““‘-\\\\

Timber Stump Pasture Which Can
27 .4 Be Plowed
. 28.9

P
“sfGES'EEZEZ;;ﬂ—‘—#—ﬁ_*jT’#ﬁ‘\‘"“‘-\ﬁ‘ak

2

Cannot Plow

7.6 Stony Land

8.1

Too Hilly

Brush Land Cannot Plow Land Which Can Bc Plowed




During the past five years when federal assistance has been
given farmers in the transpcrtation of sludge and lime, many
thcusends cf tcns of lime have been epplied to farms in the
ccunty., Nearly cne~helf of the farm pcpuletion in the county
have received socme lime under cne of the lime sludge distribu-
ticn progrars. Payments under the scil ccnserveticn program
have made it possible for some men to get some payment fcr
applicaticns of lime and phousphorus, but the epplication per
acre required is tco large tc enable nany nen to quelify.

4-H Club Wurk

Since the employment of a full-time home and ¢lub agent,
the county agent has been relieved af the detail work regard-
ing 4-H club work. The ccunty agent, however, has essisted
in the 4-H club progream particulerly in such projects es live-
stoek, ferestry, handieraft, health, progrems, fairs and con-
tests, and hes given whatever assistence he could to the prc-
gram. The 4-H club prcgrem, during the year of 1937, has
been perticularly successful inscfar es accomplishments by
club fclks have been concerned. Biys with livestock end crops
projects have glven & grod sccount of thenselves in both dis-
trict ¢nd state fair ccntests. Thumas Pleckhan, a pig club
bocy, wen the state meat identification contest at Miiwaukee,
Heruld Keutzer, elso ~f the same projeet, wen third plece in
the Milwaukee contest., Wiliard Ekvall, e crops prcject boy,
wen seventh place in the stete fair contest in crops judging.

In the forestry prcject, several bcys have planted treces
fcr windbreeks on their fathers' farms, and they have learned
forestry practices and heve beccrie intensely interested in the
ccnservaticn ¢f trees end wild life., In handieraft, a large
nunber 2f bcys have learned tc meke useful erticles such as
ladders, door stops, milk stcels, nail boxes, repair carts,
hcg hurdles, etc., The handieraft exhibit at the Central Wis-
ccnsin State Fair is, without questicn, the largest exhibit
¢f its kind in Wisconsin, outranking the exhibit at the state
failr by a large nargin.

Through the 4-H heslth progrem, & lerge nurber of beys
end girls have gotten exanmineticns frim thelr local physiciens
end reny have fcund physical defects which have been ccrrected.
Club fclks are learning, in c-operation with the c~unty nurse
and cther health egencies in the county, h-w tc build str-ng
healthy bcdies,

Fairs and Contests: The lurgest cutwerd displey ¢f 4-H
club wcrk cen be seen et the Central Wisernsin State Fair at
Marshfield each year. M're than 4,000 articles are exhibited
by 4-H club folks and these are shown by boys and girls who
are enthuslastic and prcud of their accomplishrents. Eech
year a county demcnstration and judging contest is held at
which time the winners in each «f the several projects are
selected tc represent the county at the state fair.

At the county denonstration ccntest, the health chempicns
were selected with Allan M:1ll emcng the boys and Phyilis Clark
amcng the girls, Allan M:1ll won first place in the state con-
test in Milwaukee and will compete with the chempions in cach
¢f the forty-eight states in Chicago November 27 - Decerber 3rd



Allan Moll, Wood county’s health-
iest boy. Allan is a member of
Pear]l 4-H Club. Allan was selected
from a large number of boys at the
Arpin health contest by Dr. L. N.
Morse, State Board of Health, Neills-
ville, Wisconsin. Allan was selected
by Dr. Henika at Milwaukee as the
healthiest 4-H club boy in Wisconsin
and will compete at the International
4-H Club Congress at Chicago, No-
vember 27 to December 1.

Phyllis Clark, Wood County's
healthiest girl. Phyllis is a member
of the Vesper 4-H Club. Phyllis was
selected from a large number of
contestants by Nurse Lila Johnson
and Dr. L. N. Morse of the Wiscon-
sin State Board of Health. Phyllis
ranked third at the State contest at
Milwaukee. This is her fifth year in
4-H club work. Phyllis is now en-
rolled in the Wood County Normal
school.



Marion Backstrom, achievement member of the Richfield
4-H Club for nine years. Marion was chosen from a group of
twelve contestants, at the Arpin contest on August 12, 1937.
The judges of the contest were Supt. S. G. Corey, Nurse Lila
Johnson, Dr. L. N. Morse and Mrs. W. O. King, Chippewa Falls.
Marion competed in the state dairy queen contest at the Wis-
consin State Fair, Milwaukee and was selected as the first
attendant of the state dairy queen.

TR
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Phyllis Clerk placed third in the contest at Milwaukee.

The ecunty agent feels that the cocunty 4-H club pro§ram
is the nost beneficial and useful of any progran or rura
novement. The club program and club progress are but stepping-
stcnes or rungs in the ladder towards bullding a fine upstend-
ing end intelligent rural population.

Agricultural Conservation Program

Agsricultural Adjustment Programs have been in effect in
Wood County since 1934. During the years 1934 and 1935, the
Corn-Hog Program was in effect, In 1936 and 1937, the Agri-
cultural Cunservation Progrem has been in operation. The
need for a progream was, and still is, apparent and the follow-
ing figures show that need. These figures are taken from the
United States Bureau of Statistics and Econonics.

% Drop in % Drop in

Production Wholesale
(Year 1929-33) Qutput Price
Agricultural ILmplements 80 15
Motor Vehicle 80 16
Iron & Steel 83 20
Auto Tires 70 33
Textile 30 45
Food 14 49
Leather 20 50
Petroleum 20 o6
Agricultural Commodities 6 63

The Corn-Houg Program was imesugurated as a "stop-gap"
and through it money was released to rural communities. 1In
Wocd County a.uroximately $125,000 was released under that
program during the two year period, 1934-35. More money
could have been released had more farmers complied with the
program. Very slight reductions of corn end hogs were asked
by the program in Wood County.

Tne aims of the 1936 and 1937 Agricultural Couservation
Program have been to (1) cuuserve the soil and leave it in
as good a state as possible for future generations end (2)
to bring a price of income parity so that farm folks might
enjoy a larger share of the nation's income. At the pre-
sent time there are about 25 million people living on farms
or about 4 of the nation's population. The total farm in-
come is about 1/8 to 1/10 of the total national income,

The total national income is about 88 billion dollars and
farmers will receive--not to exceed--8 to 9 billion in 1937
and in 1933 they received only about 6 billion dollars.

In 1936 the Wisconsin Agricultural Conservation Pro-
grem gave the county en allotment of approximately 92,000
ecres as a soll depleting base for the county. Community
committees, elected by fermers themselves, adjusted the
acreages., BEech fermer was given a soil depleting base based
on good farming prectices cnd also on the historicel records
furnished by the fermer. In 1936 Wood County farmers shift-
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ed from soil depleting to soil conserving acres more than the
meximum or 15% shift, Payments were made on the percentage
of the shift that farmers took out of soil depleting acres
and put over into the soil conserving column. Paymcnts in
1936 emounted to approximately $160,000,

In 1937 the Progrem has been practically the same with
e few minor changes in policies and details. Wood County
was allotted 89,706 soil depleting acres and the county and
community committees mede the adjustments with farmers so
that each farmer wns again given = soll depleting base and
in addition the berlence of his crop ncres were given him as
a soil conserving base,

Base ncreages were allotted by townships for 1937 &s follows:

ATDIRa s v ub e ns v s aBRRR | R T W ———" ) )
Auburndale........7013 Port Edwerds.......4650
CALOION. s asesseseelBPdd ROBANBLON i 60 o 0506 877
Cﬂry..--.-.-..--052460 Richfield..o.......sloo
CRanmooY.eesvooees 187 ROCK «covevnsveesseseddS0
DextereeessssceeeselB00 RUQOLIDR e s oo e v vseeseD148
Grand Rupids......1990 Saratoga...........:3223
Hansen......l..l'l44oo Senwanl'l...l.lll.l475
HilGS|-lnoallonntn1022 Sherry..-.......l.04525
LEADAO IR ¢ 5 ¢ & ¢ 00 v 1500 BEBBL o s ¢on¢ vt idces s THAD
MBPERLIedq. . covnes 5600 WO s s avavansos s 4625

Under the 1936 and 1937 program, farmers were allowed to
do soll building practices such as liming, reseedin% of leg-
umes and grasses of as much of their farm as they wished and
received payments approximating 3 the total cost of doing the
soil building practice., ZFEstimates on the 1937 program indi-
cates that farmers will again receive between $150,000 and
$160,000 for 1937. During the past four years nearly $500,000(
has been received by Wiuod County farmers under farm programs.

The Corn-Hcg Progrem in 1934 and 1935 and the Agricul-
tural Conservation Program in 1938 and 1937 have all been en-
tirely voluntary and there have been no restrictions on
farmers by the community or county committees nor the State
Committee to stay out of the program or come in and qualify
as they saw fit.

Some townships were grouped together to save money for
the farmers in those districts. Further grouping may be de-
sirable.

Ferii reporters have been selected to do the measuring
of farms in 1936 and 1937 and prepare maps of each field on
each farm where the owner wished to participate in the pro-
gram. This has required a large amount of work end has also
involved a tremendous amount of office work and detail in
checking the work of farm reporters who were doing this work
for the most part for the first time, Much credit is due the
farm reporters of the county and the community committeemen
for the intelligent way they have handled the work in their
communities,

Educational meetings have been held by the County Agri-
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cultural Agent in every township or distriect in the county
and they were always exceedingly well attended by farmers in
the township. A series of four meectings were held in Sept-
ember, 1937 which were attended by 2,210 farmers. In spite
of the fact that all meetings have been well attended and an
adequate explanation of the progrem mede, there are still
many farmers who do not thoroughly understand the program be-
cause it 1s e new thing and there ere some parts of it which
are complicated in terms of the average farmers' daily farm
pracgice. Many more meeting are being planned for the winter
months.

The letter part of November election and educetional
meetings will agein be held at which time the 1938 committee-
men will be elected.

The County Agricultural Agent has acted as Secretery-
Treasurer for the Cocrn-Hug Progrem for 1934 and 1935 and for
the Agricultural Conscrvation Program in 1936 and 1937 with-
out pay., No additional mileage for this work has been paid
by the Agricultural Corusittee to the County Agricultural
Agent for services done on the program.

Excellent office space has been provided the associa-
tion through the County Agricultural Ageant and the courtesy
of Joe Wheir, Postmaster, in Room 202, Post Office Bullding.

+ok K ok K

The office of the County Agricultural Agent,
through the Africultural Cormittee of the County
Board, desires to express thanks and appreciation
to the officers of the First National Bank of
Wisconsin Repids for the use of the office occu=~
pied by the Wood County Extension Service,

(This report was made on paper made in Wood County.)




EXPENSES of the WOOD COUNTY AGRIC CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
March lst - Oct, lst '$7. Total Expenses $7,876,02

Farm Reporters
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Y CUTTING OF TIMOTHY FOR_MORE PROT
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IT took 81 1Ibs of timothy hay to equal as much protein in hay cut
July 2oth as there was contained in 50 lbs of timothy hay cut on

June 2oth at the Marshfield Experiment station farm in 1937. The

same results have been secured during the years '35, '36 and '37,
Eerly cutting mekes a second c¢rop more possible and the hay is of
a better quality. L a .

STATISTICAL SUMMARY

No. of 4H clubs 1934 1935 - 1936 1937
No. of 4H clubs 30 14 HEA 21 20
Membership in 4H clubs 500 415 447 426
Bo. office calls 7624 9407 lo0862 12350.
No. Telephone calls 9781 5129 7132 9148
No days in field 118 95 122 115
No days in office 187 208 183 190
No news articles 264 284 360 472
No personal letters 21781 18498 22910 vm%yLSQa?xP
No eircular letters 55141 268823 45106 ~.48784
No.,bulletins distributedl2640 4264 13460 -15580
No fair at which exhibits
were made 2 oA 2 2
No training meetings () 6 15 "23
total attendance 120 150 560 898
Method and Result Dem., 20 30 53 83
Total attendance, 15,379

Specialists who assisted the county agric. agent in 1537 are:
Arlie Mucks, Warren W. Clark, J.B.Hayes, James Lacey, F,.B.Trenk,
Geo., Oderkirk, Dr V.A.Beach,I.F.Hall, L.Holmes, Grace Roundtree,
W. McNeel, Blanche Lee, T.L.Bewick, Art Collentine, Dr.A.Aamodt
Amny Gessner, J.G.Fuller, Dr.V.S.lLarson,Jean McFarlane, Charlotte
Clark, I.W..Rupel, R.W.Turner, Glen Householder, I, Sutton
J.F.Wojta, Ray Klussendorg#, A.L.Stone, Ben Rusey, Geo. Briggs,
E.R.Jones,
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