Y / { { A

LIBRARIES

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

State of Wisconsin crop report. 1902

Wisconsin. State Board of Agriculture
Madison, Wisconsin: Wisconsin State Board of Agriculture, 1902

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/7BHLTOTGFHMWV8V

Based on date of publication, this material is presumed to be in the public
domain.

For information on re-use, see
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.

728 State Street | Madison, Wisconsin 53706 | library.wisc.edu



LIBRARY
COLLEGE CF FCTICULTER
JMIVERSITY OF S008I0

MADISON

-
—~—
e

7
f 3
e = i-l:‘é

STATE OF WISCONSIN

CROP REPORT

APRIL |, 1902. i

ISSUED BY

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.



STATE CROP REPORT.

APRIL 1, 1902,

CROP PROSPECTS.

The season, just opening, is slightly earlier than an average
of the past ten years, in Wisconsin, and in many parts of the
state seeding has been actively commenced.

The soil is in good condition for handling, and the ‘condi-
tions are favorable for the germination of grain seeds, but in
the southern part of the state, the fall of snow and rain, during
the winter and early spring has been insufficient to'thoroughly
moisten more than the surface soil, and as below two feet of
the surface the earth has not been saturated since the drouth
of 1901, copious and frequent showers are needed to prevent
like disastrous results in 1902.

Searcely any snow fell during the winter, in the southern
central, and southern portions of the state, and the spring
rains have been light and infrequent.

An unusual amount of plowing was done last fall, which will
enable farmers to sow their grain fields early, and if these are
properly fitted they have the advantage over spring plowed
fields, in retaining moisture already in the soil.

Winter grains are almost universally reported as being in
good condition, and are now well past any danger from frost.

Meadow and pasture prospects are very generally poor, or at
_ best only fair. This is especially the case with clover meadows.

The catches of new seeding of meadows in southern Wis-
consin last season were lost in the sharp August drouth, while
the fields of clover from the seeding of 1900 were either mowed
a second time or closely pastured in the fall, and though the
winter was not a severe one, these are very generally killed. :

Stock was allowed to run upon pastures late in the fall, and
little grass was left upon them either for protection or helping
out the early feed, and without the very best conditions of
weather, they will be late in furnishing any valuable feed for
stock.




The gloomy outlook for pastures and meadows should lead
farmers to give special thought to providing extra forage crops,
both for supplementing pastures, and providing dry fodder, in
case of shortage of ordinary fodder crops. .

Those parts of the state that did not suffer from the drouth
of last season have had heavier falis of snow and rain during
the past winter and early spring, and start out with an ad-
vantage in crop prospects for the season of 1902,

LAST YEARS' PRODUCTS IN FARMERS' HANDS.

Reports from correspondents indicate that quite a percent-
age of the wheat crop of last season remains in farmers’ hands.

There is also in many of the central and northern ecentral
counties a surplus of oats and hay.

Rye and barley have been used for stock feed to a greater
extent than usual, and the amount in farmers’ hands, for sale,
is inconsiderable.

There is little corn to spare.

In the potato counties of the state we find as large a percent-
age as usuul in spring of crop still held for sale, while in the
southern part of the state, there is a shortage, and prices are
very high.

Our reports of local prices, received from correspondents,
range from 50 cents to $1.00 per bushel,—with 80 cents the
average price in potato districts.

The prices of the principal farm products for the whole state
are found to average as follows:

Wheat, 70 cents per bushel.

Rye, 51 ‘e ' e
Barley, 57 *¢ ol i
Oaw' 41 L e .
("om' m o e e

Potams' &] 0 ‘e ‘i
Tame hay, $11.00 per ton.
Wild hay, ol e

In our report, to be issued May 1st, we hope to be able to
indicate the crop acreage of state for the coming season.
JoHN M. TRUE, Secretary.
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STATE CROP REPORT,

MAY 1, 1902,

The weather during the month of April, while not at any
time severely eold, was uniformly cool and backward, and nota-
ble for unusually high, dry winds, the rainfall being extremely
light.

As a result of these unfavorable eonditions, the apparent
earliness of the season at the commencement of the month was
soon lost.

Vegetation was slow in eoming forward, grain lying a long
time in the ground before germinating; and in some sections
seeding was much impaired by rotting and freezing.

Winter grain lost a few points during the month, and mead-
ows made little gain. Pastures were uniformly slfort and bare,
and in many parts of the state shortage of hay caused farmers
to turn out sheep and ecattle to still further retart! the .growth
of grass. ¥

Farmers were, with good reason, becoming apprehensive of
another season of drouth; but during the last part of the month
light showers were quite general over the state, and at the time
of writing this report, indications of heavier rains are hopeful.

One object of the inquiries of correspondents upon which
this report is based, was to ascertain the evident increase or
decrease of acreage of the crops already sowed, as well as that
of tame meadows and pastures.

Our reports show that the acreage of spring wheat has been
slightly increased, being 10114 # of last year’s area.

They also show that the acreage of spring rye in the state is-
inconsiderable, and that the crop has little importance.

The barley acreage is shown to be 98¢, while oats advance
to 105144. Many acres of tame meadow, especially those of
clover, have been rendered unprofitable by winter-killing, and
will be plowed up—the remaining acreage being estimated at



924 ; while for the same reason, the percentage of tame pastures
falls to 97.

The spring-sowed grain crops, May 1st, are almost without
exception reported by correspondents as being in good condi-
tion, and growing rapidly; winter grain as fair, and elover
meadows as poor.

We find that 7T0# of the growing wheat in the state is spring
sowed.

Alfalfa has been tried in but few counties, but the reports
of trials made are generally favorable, and further and more
extensive trials will be made. Oats are being quite extensively
treated for the prevention of smut, in accordance with the form-
ula sent out from our Agrieultural Experiment Station.

Soil conditions are favorable for the present requirements of
crops, but to sustain these conditions, frequent rains will be
required during the coming month.

Fruit trees of all kinds are in excellent condition, and will
blossom heavily.

Farm stock goes mpon grass in unusually thin flesh, and
butcher’s stock must remain scarce and high priced for some
time, while dairy cows are not in form to produce the best re-
sults.

Our report, issued June 1st, will show the percentage of acre-
age of erops planted in May, and the general condition of all
crops June 1st,

Jonx M. Trug,
Secretary State Board of Agriculture.
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STATE CROP REPORT,

JUNE 1, 1902,

The leading inquiries of correspondents for the report of June
1st were of the comparative aereage of principal erops, not al-
ready reported, with that of last year and the condition of grow-
ing erops.

- Reports have been received from fifty-six of the leading agri-
cultural counties of the state, and indicate exceedingly hopeful
conditions for all erops. As was anticipated, the inerease of
acreage of corn, potatoes, and tobacco is marked, over that of
last year: the corn acreage being increased 414 per cent., that
of potatoes 5 per cent., and of tobacco 10 per cent.

The diposition to plant more corn is almost universal through-
out the state. The high price paid for potatoes the past season
has stimulated farmers to add to their acreage in all parts of
the state adapted to the erop.

The increase of acreage of tobaceo eomes mainly from Ver-
non, Crawford, Monroe, Jackson, and Trempealean counties,
with a slight advance in Dane and Columbia. %

With full estimates of acreage of erops for the season we
note a decided tendeney to lessen the production of wheat, with
a like disposition toward ryve and barley,—while the acreage
of eorn and oats, the best stock feeds, is decidedly increased.

The reports of eondition of erops, 100 representing an aver-
age, show winter wheat and rye 100, spring wheat 105, barley
10214, oats 105, tame meadow 1051/}, pasture 10634, apples
102, small fruits 87. :



The abundance of rain during the past month has cansed a
very strong growth of grass and grains, and present prospects
could not well be brighter for yields of these crops.

The weather was not favorable for perparation of soil for
planting of corn and potatoes, and as a result anite a pereent-
age of these crops in Central and Northern Wisconsin had not
been planted June 1st.

Early planted fields on hill sides have been badly washed.
The ground being too wet for ecultivation has also become
packed and weedy.

Baut little complaint is made of failure of seed corn in germ-
ination and fair stands are noted.

In parts of the State in vicinity of Beet Sugar Factory at
Menomonee Falls, extending even as far as Brown County, an
inereased acreage of beets is reported, the same to be worked
up at the factory.

Apples have set nicely and there are now indiecations of a
good crop. The same conditions apply generally to small
fruits with the exception of raspberries, which are badly win-
ter killed.

Very little damage to vegetation is reported from the snow
storm early in the month or frosts that ocenrred later, the same
not being far enough advanced to receive injury in those parts
where frosts were severe. C'rops have been injured by hail
storms in a few instances, notably 'n parts of Winnebago

County.
Jonx M. True,

Secretary.
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STATE CROP REPORT,
JULY 1, 1902.

The cool, wet weather, during the month of Jane, was spe-
cially adapted to the strong and healthful growth of small grains
and grasses.

Little rust or smut is reported, and no mention made of rav-
ages of chinch bugs, in winter grains.

The only probability of danger to grain crops, especially that
of oats, is that upon rich soils, so large a growth of straw may be
eained as to result in early lodging. Indeed many fields of
vats are already badly lodged before heading, and cannot be
counted upon for a full yield of grain. Barley, while also
lodged, is further advanced, and promises a erop equal to the per-
centage reported below, while T fear that the report for Aug.
1st, upon oats, may fall below present indications.

A heavy erop of winter grains is now practically assured ;
and spring wheat is also very promising.

Central and northern Wiseonsin have an exceptionally heavy
tame hay crop, that is now ready for the mower.

Most clover fields shonld have been eut before this time, and
undoubtedly would have been, had the weather been favorable
for curing the crop.

Most hay that has been eut has been more or less injured by
rain, and loss is also now ocenrring, to standing grass, from
over-ripening, and rotting at the bottom.

In sonthern Wisconsin there is little clover,—June grass and

timothy being the prevailing grasses.



These have made a luxuriant growth, but in many localities
are thin upon the ground, so that no more than an average crop
of tame hay will be secured. Pastures are universaily reported
in excellent condition, and live stock is thriving finely.

The weather during the month has been unfavorable for the
growth of corn; and while good stands were usually secured,
the plants have not grown while lack of vigor has made them
more susceptible to the ravages of cut worms and grubs, of
which we have much complaint.

“July and August make the corn erop,” but these months
must be hotter and drier than June has been, if we are to have
an average corn crop. :

Potatoes are generally reported in average condition, though
some complaint of poor stand, caused by too much wet and
rotting seed, comes from the northern part of the state.

Tobaeco plants have been set under the best conditions, but are
not growing rapidly, and ent worms have somewhat interfered
with the stand. .

The crop needs warm weather. Condition is reported more
favorably from Rock, Dane and Columbia counties than from
Vernon, Crawford and Monroe.

In the section of the state where the crops are specialized,
beans, flax, sugar beets, and buckwheat are reported in average
condition ; while sorghum, like corn, is small and backward.

The eool, wet spring and early summer has already blasted
the hopes of a heavy apple erop in Wisconsin.

Much of the young fruit has fallen, while blight is unusually
prevalent, injuring both fruit and trees.

The estimated percentage of apples, given below, is surpris-
ingly low.

Plums, cherries and grapes, like apples, will be less than an
average crop.

While the temperature was dangerously near the freezing
point, several times in June, no very serious damage to erops,
from frost, is reported, even from the northern counties.



Southwestern Wisconsin reports hail and wind storms, seri-
ously damaging crops and even buildings.

Our farmers are now as anxious for sunshine and hot weather,
as a year ago, they were for rain and refreshing breezes.

Below we give thie consensus of reports received from corre-
spondents thronghout the state, of the condition of the various
crops July 1st—100 standing for an average Wiseonsin erop.

WEDBIET WHORE .« o - wivivieimimimimis e omin imasmininrore o 102
e R e R 103
I RORE - - i s e 102
LTS R e S L B RN 102
T S R R S S e 1031/
Tame hay ......... T L e 10114
T A et i 8 R A R L 10614
B e e P B e SN 80
Poltatoes. & icovivinne S ) S e e e ee e 9514
L 96
SSOEPINIIR. 22 e (i e e e iee e e 82
Tobaceco. ...... SR e S R TR S 100
LY TR e A IR Rn D e T SN NI 100
DOEATDEOIE - - oot mmiind o rbatee i SO0
e v S RS S e pe e 101
L e e e e e e e 70

Joux M. Truk,
Seey. State Board of Agrieulture.
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STATE CROP REPORT,

AUGUST 1, 1902,

Harvesting of all erops, up to date, has been performed under
most discouraging circumstances.

All of the tame hay crop should have been secured before
August 1st, but in some parts of the state quite a percentage of
the grass is still standing, though over-ripe, and consequently
much diminished in value.

Of the tame hay already haryested, it is estimated that only
about 70 per cent. was secured without serious damage from
rain.

The hay crop of southern Wisconsin is not to be unusually
heavy or excellent one, the growth being too coarse and heavy,
and the quality seriously injured by rain at time of curing.
Many marshes at this time are too wet to admit of cutting with
mowers, and the prospects are that not one-third as much wild
hay will be cut this season as was secured last.

Winter grains were harvested in fair condition and are gen-
crally of excellent quality; some early threshings already re-
ported show high yields. All spring sown grains have been
more or less injured by lodging; spring wheat the least so and
it will be an average crop, both in yield and quality.

Barley, while giving a larger than usual yield, is not gener-
ally of high quality, the lodging and extremely wet weather
having colored the grain and in other ways affected the mer-
chantable grade.

Oats never promised a larger yield than at the time of mak-
ing our last report, but heavy rains, in many instances, accom-
panied by high winds, badly lodged grain, upon most promising
fields, and materially injured the prospects of the erop, both by



inducing rust, preventing the complete filling, and also caus-
ing heavy waste in harvesting. Farmers are now in the midst
of their oat harvest, and in spite of loss, the erop is evidently to
“be an average one.

We asked our corrcspondenfs to estimate the percentage of
loss that will probably result from lodging in oats, and the an-
swers give the loss at 13} per cent. of the prospective crop.

Corn, notwithstanding unfavorable weather, has made a good
growth, and is generally in a thrifty condition, though back-
ward, and the future of the crop largely depends upon the
length of season and hot weather. ' '

Potatoes are generally reported in excellent condition, though
we hear some complaint of rotting among early varieties.

Beans, sorghum, flax and buckwheat are favorably reported.

Tobacco, as a whole, is reported an average crop, Rock, Dane
and Columbia counties holding a higher condition than Vernon
and Crawford.

Apples will not be a full erop, and many orchards will be
seriously and permanently damaged by the blight so common
this season.

High land pastures are exceptionally good, and stock is do-
ing well, except where molested by mosquitoes and other insects
that are especially troublesome.

Marsh pastures are practically inaccessible to stock on ac-
count of excessive rains.

Reports of correspondents give the following percentages of
an average crop, as shown by present conditions:

Spring wheat ..........cccciiiiiiiiaaien 100
By o s s v s 1023
e SRR s L S R e 993
150 i e S S S S e 116
i e e o s A B S 88
e e A R IR e 102
. T RN e ©1023
BOREIMNL . . . ciines s voinsns onnsnoze s 95

O GRo s el e e D D M e R R 100



DR REE o L  E  e
L gve S e kel B ) TE N SRR 98
R R A B e S 101
e e A R U e S LD S 95
SRR e e S 66

No erop report will be issued from this office Sept. 1st, on ac-

count of pressure of state fair work.
+ Joax M. Trus,

Secretary.
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STATE CROP REPORT,

OCTOBER 1, 1902,

The crop report for October 1st deals only with those erops not
harvested at date; and which may not yet be fully matured.

«These crops have been slow in ripening, on account of the exces-
sive rainfall during the season, and the corresponding absence of
sunshine and hot weather.

As a result, the general frost, occurring early in September, found
them in form to receive serious injury.

The growth of corn has been exceptionally heavy, and with suffi-
¢ient time for maturing the erop, it would have been considerably.
above an average.

It is now somewhat difficult to closely estimate the extent of the
damage from frost, as in the same locality some fields are completely
killed, others only partially so, while still other favored locations
escape without serious injury. :

Rock and Walworth, two of the largest corn producing counties
in the state, report the crop in the best condition,—about 90 per cent.

of a full erop,—while the average percentage in other counties, usu-

ally classed in the corn distriet, have an average of from 70 to 75 per
cent.

The reports from the whole state force us to place the general aver-
age at T0 per cent. of a full erop, and we fefir that if placed upon the
basis of merchantable corn, the percentage would be driven still lower.

Much of the corn, in farmers’ hands, will have a high feeding
value for use on the farm, but would not be recognized on the mar-
kets. .

The estimated percentage of a full erop of corn, at a corresponding
date in 1901, was also- 70, but the general quality was then better

than now.



Much of the corn, caught by the September frosts, remains stand-
ing, and the heavy rains of the past week have practically eompleted
the ruin of the feeding value of the fodder; while much of that in
shoek has been damaged by rain and unfavorable weather for curing.

Potatoes, next in importance to corn, among our late maturing
farm crops, are usually reported in good condition, though we have
several reports of rotting in the hill.

The wet weather of the past week has added to this danger, and the :
character of the weather for the next two or three weeks will have
much to do with the quality of the late potato crop.

Reports from the leading potato growing counties, Adams, Port-
age, Waushara and Waupaca are encouraging. We place present
potato indications at 92 per cent. The clover seed crop is neces-
sarily confined largely to that part of the state not visited by drouth
last vear, and in these sections the crop is a fair one.

The percentage for clover seed for the whole state is 75. Buck-
wheat is reported at 86, sorghum at 77, beans at 98, and late varie-
ties of apples at 85.

Pastures are in excellent condition, and the weather has been fav-
orable to the growth of fall sown grains.

In our next report, to be issued December 1st, we will endeavor to
give a close estimate of yield per acre of the several important erops
of the state, for the season of 1902.

Joux M. Trug,
Secretary, Wisconsin State Board of Agriculture.
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STATE CROP REPORT,

DECEMBER 1, 1902.

The season of 1902, as a whole, has been a favorable one for
the Wisconsin farmer. The yield of most crops has been above
the average, while prices have been satisfactory.

The market for all kinds of farm stock has been active, and
prices have been and are high, for desirable animals.

.Farms are generally well stocked, and the supply of winter :
feed is abundant. Pasturage has been excellent, and the hay
crop was above the average in yield, though considerably dam-
aged in process of curing.

Small grains made a strong growth, and the oat crop, on
rich, heavy soils, was considerably injured by lodging; but for
this the yield would have been phenomenal, as shown by the
high average still reported.

The yields of wheat, rye, barley, and oats, is decidedly above
the average of these crops, for the past ten years.

The season has in no way been a favorable one for the corn
crop. The wet, cool, early summer retarded the growth of the
plant, while July and August, the corn months, were not hot
enough to develop the grain; and at the time of the first heavy
frost, early in September, few fields were beyond the point of
damage, and except in the southern tier of counties, and in
favored locations further north, the loss was great.

We find it extremely difficult to estimate the value of the
present crop. More than half of the acreage was cut and shocked
about the time of the September frost, but a large part of this
still remains in the field, neither grain nor fodder having been
in condition for storage.

Hardly 30 per cent. of the entire crop of the state would be




classed as “‘merchantable’” in the market, though much of the
remainder has a high feeding value, upon the farm.

The reports of our correspondents as given in following table,
are intended to cover all that part of the crop having high feed -
value. Fodder has been seriously injured by exposure, and
moulding in the shock.

The potato crop is better than an average, and prices have
been quite favorable; still nearly one-third of the surplus crop
is reported to be stored for later markets.

The acreage of tobacco was largely increased the past season,
and it has been demonstrated that the crop can be successfully
raised in almost any part of the state. The yield has been
heavy, and prices are good. -

The following estimates of yield per acre of the -various farm
crops of the state, are based upon the reports. of conservative,
reliable farmers, from nearly every county in the state that has
any considerable agricultural standing, and while they seem,
at first, to be high, are corroborated hy local condmons in al-
most any community.

Average yield .
per acre. Price, Dec. 1.
W'beal; 20 bushels $0.65
.................................... 21 .46
Barley 35 ‘: :15
Oats .. EE T e L | “ .28
A e A A e St 18 :‘ .60
FAGVOE BB o - o st o sor e s s 215 % 5.00
LA e R R e A e U 15 . 1.06
S 1y A N e e R e i e 30 % .46
L R R R S R 100 i .35
T e R S s T et | 10 2.00
] S R L A L PR 20 X 1.00
g e A R e 1,500 pounds. .08 per 1b.
Tame BRY - --.: . cisccenioansiconninitamians 1'7-8 tons. 8.00 per ton.

In making an estimate of the total acreage of the various
crops, we have made the U. S. Census report of 1900 the basis,
increasing or diminishing the figures there given, as we are
advised of the increase or diminution of acreage of any given
crop.



Our last year’s estimate was necessarily based upon the re-
ports of assessors, as published in the reports of the Secretary

of State.

These reports are unreliable, and compared with the census
reports, are found to be very much lower than a careful inves-
tigation shows the facts to be.

We have used the yields per acre, and prices given in above
table, and reach the following conclusions relative to acreage,
yield, and value of crops of the state for 1902:

| Acreage. N‘B“?;ggs"f Value.

550,000 | 11,000,000 $7,150,000
360, 7,560,000 3,477,600
550, 19,250, 000 8,662,500
2,375,000 | 95,000,000 26, 600, 000
38,000 684,000 410, 400
10, 000 150, 000 159, 000

1,500,000 | 45,000,000 :
258,000 | 25,800,000 9, 030, 000
12,000 120,000 240, 000
7,000 | 1,340,000 1,340, 000
40,000 | 60,000,000 lbs. 4,800,000
2,395,000 | 4,490,625 tons 35,925,000

No further reports will be issued from this office before

April, 1903.

‘JOHN M. TRUE,
Secretary.
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