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bees for each stock, or almost enough
for one swarm. ~ Besides, if a hive of
bees without a queén build any comb,
it will be drone comb, thus giving a
surplusage of drone comb in the
brood chamber, while if the bees
had a young queen, they would con-
struct nearly all working comb.  All
this loss is caused by beginning the
season unprepared.

Then let every bee-keeper begin
the season by being prepared with
bives, and plenty of queens to take
the place of those that may die, and
also to supply divided colonies when
necessary. -

[For the AricUuLTURIST.]
HONEY MARKRETS; BEE-REEPERS,
SUSTAIN YOUR JOURNAL !
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kets, the apiarian should never send
an inferior article from his apiary,
unless it was first branded as such.
It pays in the end to establish a good
reputation as a honey producer,

With many well wishes for the
APIcULTURIST, I am

Yours most respectfully,
Los Angeles; Cal. JeH. B,

[For the APICULTURIST. ]

BEES AND HONEY IN NAPA COUNTY,
CHEERING WORDS FOR THE ‘‘APICUL-
TURIST.”

Eprror ApicurtUurIsT :(—1 am
glad to learn that the CALIFORNIA
APicULTURIST is about to be started,
I have just secared my bee literature
for 1882, but am willing to lend my
mite to securing something in the
way of a journal devoted to apicul-
ture, adapted to. the Pacific Coast,
and, I hopg; not devoted to. private
mterest but to'the production of the
Dbest and purest honey in its most -
inviting shape and quality, best api--_
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THE CALIFORNIA APICULTURIST.

ment of the honey resources of our
State to the interest of its procucers.
The honey interest in this part of
the State is at a very low ebb at
present. The general impression is,
that the honey ds'mot so good in
quality as that of the southern part
.of the State, and that the moth
worm is more troublesome To
look 4t many of the hives in use,
one need not be astonished. The
idea prevails, that anything will do
to keep bees in, and the more
swarms one has the better they are
doing at the business ; but later, the
moths get the best of them, and the
honey has a bad taste. The time
is passing when “bees work for
nothing and board themselves.”
They will do better with assistance
from /Awmans at the proper time,
and Awmans will be better satisfied,
after having been assisted by the ex-
perience of those that give the facss
of their experience, through the dif
ferent journals devoted to that spe-
cialty. Iam taking three eastern bee
magazines, yet hail the birth of the
California infané. Although we
have no dearth of eastern bee litera-
ture to choose from, still there has
always been a call for something on
the subject, adapted to the wants of
this coast, which I trust the CALI-
FORNIA APicULTURIST will fill.

J. D. Enas.
Napa, Jan., 188z.

[For the APICULTURIST. ]
OURSELVES.—WILL CHINAMEN EKEE
BEES IN C’L FORNIA,

EpITor fxmcm Jumu——éu- I
have just received yours, stating
that you propose publishing a Cali-
fornia bee journal and ask me to
send you someting for its colums.

I hail this news with delight and I
will send you something for the next
number.

The want of such a journal has
long been felt by the bee-keepers of
this State, and now that they are to
have one all to themselves, they
‘should stand by it, aid it by sub-
scribing to it, and also give their ex-
perience through its columns.

No doubt it will be unselfish and
have no axe to grind; that it will be
canducted on puiz principles and to
the best interest of bee-keepers. If
it does (his. long may it prosper.

- ‘The be= business ought t> be
prosperous in this State, and no
doubt it will be if the prod ct5 of

=

our apiaries are not brought into
competition with Chinese bee-keep-
ers, Nearly every branch of agri-
culture on this Coast is being taken
hold of by these vampires on white
civilization. So far they have not,
to my knowledge, attempted raising
honey to any considerable extent in
this State; and may they never do so.
What think you, Mr. Editor, on this
subject? W. A. PryAL:S
N. Temescal, Cal., Jan: 20,’82.

[We shall at all times conduct
this journal on “pure principles and
in the best interests of the bee-
keeper.”: We “have no axe o
grind” and are not, in any way,
interested in the manufacture or sale
of apiarian supplies.

The Chinamen are too much of
cowards to attempt to handle bees,
so we have no great fears in that
direction. We wish all other occu-
pations had as many stings about
them as ours has, if such stings
would be the cause of keeping off
the Mongolian horde. Thanks for
your kind words.—Eb.]

[Written for the ArICULTURIST. ]
MOVING BEES.

BY N. LEVERING.

E are often asked the question,

as to how bees should be pre-
pared for moving. We would ad-
vise covering the hives with coarse
sacking or other coarse cloth—this
will admit plenty of air. The cloth
may be put on with small slats laid
on top of the cloth and nailed to the
top of the hive, the heads of the
nails should project one half inch
above the slats, so that in case of
hot sun the covers may rest on the
heads of the nails so there will be a
free circulation of air underneath.
If they are to be moved a long dis-
tance, the frames should be secured
by small nails driven through each
end of the top bar. Should there
be combs filled with honey, it should
be extracted, especially if the honey
is not capped over and the weather
warm, and distance long, If the
colony should be very strong it would
be well to divide them, especially if
they should be confined in the hive
over twenty-four hours, and the
weather warm. Boes when confined
to the hive in transportaticn, gener
ate more than the ordinary amount
of heat, and if the bees are crowded
will cause the comb to melt down
a~d the becs to perish in their own

sweetness.
hive should be closed with wire cloth.
Great care should be taken 1n hand-
ling the hive, and not jolt or jar them
more than possible. To move bees

in box or log hives, invert the hive-

and cover the bottom with coarse
cloth as before named. They should
be transported in an inverted posi-
tion. If by railroad, on an open or
platform car.

[For the APICULTURIST.]

TEE QUTLOOE IN SOUTHEIRN CALI-
FORNIA

P BY R, TOUCHTON.

WING to the extreme cold and

dry weather, and the scarcity
of pollen producing flowers, especi-
ally in the mountain aparies, and
unless stimulating feeding is practi-
ced and artificial pollen furnished
(graham flour is very good for this),
many colonies will come eut very
weak in the spring.

Many bee-keepers are getting dis-
couraged on account of no rain; but
a few are more hopeful. They say,
we have had the best seasons when
the rain held off ’til late, but how-
ever this may be, we are a// getting
anxious for rain, and should it keep
dry for another month it will be
policy to reduce the number of
colonies; select the dest colonies
eontaining the besf queens and into
these put all the honey from the
others. In this manner a bee-
keeper may carry through the cream
of his apiary, without expense, even
though they gathered no natural
stores.

Bees located on lowlands and
near streams wili fare better, but
even these would probably require
feeding, unless we have more rain,
Of course it would pay, where one
has sufficient means, to feed all good
colonies through a dry season, even
if it required 50 1bs. to the colony,
for in a good season this colony
would preduce from 200 to 300 lbs.
of surplus honey—a big profit com-

pared with the investment. But for
thosc with limited means it is best
to save the few and the Jest and
save a!l good worker combs, then in
a good season they can easily breed
uf tc the original number. We hope
no such cat'istrophe will overtake us
this year, but ’tis well “iIn t:me o:
peace to prepare for wars

Santa Paula, Vegfura Co.,
Jan. 22.

The entrance of the.
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THE SONG OF THE BEE.

\A/JITH dreary hum,
I go and come,

Like flitting, fairy maiden ;
And come and go
Where zephyrs blow,

With flowery incense laden.

TIn hermit glen,

From haunts of men
Afar I seek my treasure;

And revel long

Where beauties throng »
To list my tender measure.

By fount and spring,
On wayward wing,
Each fancy bright pursuing ;
Amid their bowers
I seek the flowers,
And trance them with my wooing,

With thrill of bliss
Bright lips I kiss,
. Nor dream of faithless wronging ;
And hour by hour,
From flower to flower,
I tell my tale of longing.

A Q’er hill and lawn,
From rosy dawn,

Till sunset’s lances quiver,
I flit and sing,
And sip and cling,
Like lover fond forever.

And all day long,

With ceaseless song,
1 drift o'er flowery meadows;

And sing and dream,

And flash and gleam,
Till fall the twilight shadows.

ALBERT F. KERCHEVAL,

e

TAINT HEZART NEVER WON, ETC

E extract the annexed from

the Beckeepers Exchange,

and though the editor is *‘lecturing”
Eastern apiarists, still we think that
his remarks are, at this time, quite
in place for our California brethren:
“Temporary adversity must not,
however, discourage us, but should
brighten our understandings and in-
crease our powers to cope with diffi-
culties. Small returns for last year’s
crop of honey, followed by great and
widespread mortality during winter,
succeded by a short honey crop, are
discouraging indced, and will tend
to_decrease the number in the busi-
ness. This fact of itself should
prevent any one from discarding the
business if he has an investment of
experlenc'\and capital. While we,
as a fraternity; have suffered loss

\
\

{

and discouragement, we have great
reason to thank the father of mercies
for the blessings we do enjoy.

From our retrospect we judge
that we have no reason to despond,
for in such general prosperity it must
be ‘an ill wind that blows nobody
any good.” The great secret of pros-
perity is a rigid economy, that lives
within its income and avoids getting
into debt. ~ Therefore, if your in-
come has been small, study economy,
and be sure to lop off all unneces-
sary expenditures for luxuries, and
things that can be dispensed with,
but be assured that to begin economy
by stopping your periodicals is a very
mistaken one, and one that will re-
sult in greater loss than profit. For,
in this age of rapid progression, the
man who does not keep well posted
will certainly lose more than the
trifling sum required to pay for a few
periodicals. But these remarks may
not be received in the spirit of can-
dor that actuated them, therefore we
ask you to accept so much as you
believe to be true.

Let us forget the past, except to
profit by its experiences, and make
our plans early and with deliberation,
for the future; and not only plan
early, but be sure that we put our
plans into tangible form, 7 e, make
all needed preparations during the
winter, er before the bees require at-
tention, for we should all know that
when the bustle of summer is upon
us, we have no time to make hives,
boxes, cases, etc. We doubt not,
that failure to have all needed ma-
terials in readiness, entails more loss
than any other single cause. Then
too hasty preparation means addi-
tional expense, poor goads some-
times, and very often trouble. We
are well qualified to give this advice,
as from our relation to bee- kecpc_rs,
we know the amount of tardiness
that is indulged in.”

YOUNG JONES' DISGUST FOR BEES,

YRON Jones was a first-rate

5 young fellow in his way. For
some reason he became suddenly
enamored with the idea that he
would make an excellent bee keeper,
and accordingly set about engaging
in the business in a very enthusiastic
manner. He purchased a few colon-
ies and arranging them in line so as
to give the appearance of order and
a well regulated apiary. He next
proceeded to examine them, when,

on opening a hive, the occupants
thinking their rights assailed, went
sharply for our enterprising ‘young
novice, who quickly repelled the
attack by drawing back his foot, en-
cased in a huge stogy, which he
brought up against the side of the
hive like an old time battering ram
against the gates of Jerusalem, hurl-
ing the hive several feet out of line,
“Lie there you little devils,” shouted
he, ““and let that teach you some
sense.”

The bees, however, taught our
novice some sense, for he immedi-
ately sold his pets and gave up bee
keeping in disgust.—Zx.

SMALL PACKAGES FOR HONEY,

Mr. Jones, of Ontario, Canada,
says that small packages of honey
sell best in that country, especially
when in tin cans. He uses five
sizes, holding from two ounces to
five pounds. He sold five cent
packages best at the fair at Toronto.
'The small cans brought in larger or-
ders. At home he sold 15,000 lbs,,
and at the fair 30,000 lbs. He be-
lieves that small packages prepare
the way for large ones.—Zx.

[We find that in the Oakland mar-
ket, tin cans holding from one to
five pounds, are in greater demand
than honey in frames, or in glass
bottles or jars. Customers like to
see the honey drawn from a large
tank into these small pails. At first
they buy a pail, and like it so well
that they come back in the course
of a few days and ask to have the
can refilled. Those who use con-
siderable honey in their family, send
a tin vessel to their grocer, and have
him return it filled. By doing this,
they find that they can obtain more
honey, as the merchant can afford to
do this, he saving the price of a pail
or can ——FD ]

THE FUTURE OF THE HOFEY MAR-
EET.

R. T. G. Newman, of Chicago,

gave an address before the
last meeting of the Michigan State
Bee-Keepers’ Society on the above
subject. He said he had given the
subject a great deal of thought, and
believed the market, to be developed,
should be kept constantly supplied.
He thought that extracted honey is

(Continued on page 6.)
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SALUTATORY.

IN taking the editorial chair of the

CALIFORNIA APICULTURIST, it 15
but proper and right, that we spread
out our chart before the apicultural
world, in order that the fraternity
may know what course we propose
to follow.

The great necessity for such a
journal on this coast, to disseminate
apicultural knowledge, build up and
advocate the general interest of this
pleasing branch of science, has long
been felt, especially so since apicul-
ture has assumed a prominent posi-
tion among the industries of this
country.

It will be our object and aim to
advocate every interest and measure
calculated to advance this important
branch of industry. When its in-
terest is attacked, we shall fearlessly
defend it with the sword of truth
and the shield of justice. We will
endeavor to make it a light for the
novice, that he may ascend upward
and onward in this path of science,
and learn “how doth the busy bee.”

We will advocate every new im-
provement and advancement made

in this department, that we regard
essential to its interest. We shall
denounce all humbugs and imposi-
tions that are being so extensively
practiced upon the fraternity. We
will endeavor to call around us the
most brilliant lights in the galaxy of
apiculture, that their light may re-
flect through the columns® of the
ApicuLTURIST upon the bee-keeping
world, and render its popularity un-
surpassed by any journal of like
character in the universe. This will
be 1n keeping with our State, which
is unsurpassed by any country’in the
world for the production of honey,
both as to quantity and quality.

Our new enterprise will not only
be an important auxiliary to every
apiary in this State, but to all those
in similar climates the world over.
Our columns will be open for free
exchanges of opinions, pro ¢f con
but not for the publication of ex-
aggerated accounts of the country,
or in apicultural pursuits, or any-
thing that will mislead or harm any
one; but we shall act upon the
principle that TRUTH IS MIGHTY.
Our best efforts will be made to
make the AprcuLTURIST a stand-
ard of authority upon the subjects
of which it treats, so that the ex-
perienced as well as the novice may
rely upon it with implicity.

Now having outlined our course,
which we hope will be acceptable to
all, and with hat under arm, we make
our best bow, mount the tripod, and
like the “busy  bee,” gather rich
treasures from various fields, and
store them in the columns of the
APICULTURIST, from which all may
draw, and be happy and prosperous.

-

THE SEASON OF 1881,

HE year 1881 has been another
year of defeat to the apicul-

tural interest in (California, and
scores another for “blasted hopes.”
Yet we trust the results have im-
pressed some wholesome admoni-
tions upon the apairist, that he will

not weaken his bees by early di-

visions before swarming time. Col-
onies thus formed are, in an’
unfavorable season, reduced in

stores and numbers, so much so
that they cannot recuperate suffi
ciently to survive the season, and
are consequently lost, as the past
season has demonstrated.

What has been the cause of the
failure of the honey crop in the
past year, when flowers were so
plentiful? is a query to many. The
simple solution of the problem is
that the flowers failed to secrete
honey, notwithstanding they pre-
sented as fresh and vigorous an ap-
pearance as in former years when
the secretion was abundant. The
only reason we can give for this non-
secretion is that of the cool state of
the atmosphere during the time of
flowering. Our observation has been
that during the seasons of 1877, 79
and 81, which were total failures in-
many places, and a general failure
to a great extent the world over,
during the early part cf the working
seasons of these years, and while
the principal honey plants were in
bloom, the atmosphere was unusu- *
ally cool; cool winds prevailed dur-
ing the entire honey season, thus
drying up or preventing the secre-
tion of nectar in the flowers.” The
season of 1880 was a partial failure,
there being about a half crop. There
was not so much cold wind that
year as the two previous years.

Warm weather is essential during
flower-bloom for the secretion of
honey. 1If a record of the weather
was kept, and an examination of the
flowers made during the different
stages of the atmosphere, the above
statement would be apparent to the
observer.

e = SR e

The Apiculturist will be em-
larged, and improved as demands
and circumstances require—liberal
patronage will insure this. Then
swarm out in the sunlight of your
prosperity and settlecon the APicuL-
TURIST. 4
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PLANT FOR THE BEES,

E are under many obligations
V. to our friend, W. Neaves, of
Cold Water Cafion, for a quantity of
mignonette seed, which we will sow
in and about our apairy for the
benefit of our little pets.
~ Mr. Neaves has induced all his
neighbors to raise more or less of
“ this excellent bee feed. by donating
the seed to those who will sow
it. This is certainly proper and
commendable, and should be imitd-
- ted in every neighborhood where
bees are kept. If it were, Apicui-
ture would be more of a success
than it now is. *‘Go thou and do
likewise.”

Since the above was written, we
found the annexed in the American
Bee journal, and as it sustains our
position on this subject we commend
it to the consideration of our readers :

“We have not had the room and
time for extensive planting ourselves;
but so far as our personal experience
goes, we are satisfied with the feasi-
bility of the plan. We believe that
it will pay in a financial point of
view, and in the more settied dis-
tricts is destined to become the chief
¢orner-stone for profitable bee-keep-
ing."—J/Indiana Farmer.

- To which the editor ot the 4. 5.
J- adds:

“Yes, it “is destined to become the
chief corner-stone for profitable bee-
keeping;’ there can be no doubt of
it in the minds of reflecting, pracfical
men. If it will pay to have bees
work on basswood or white clover
for a week or two, how much more
profitable will it be to give them
continuous pasturage, from which to
gather honey from spring till frost?
This is self-evident, and settles all
controversy! By all means, plant for
honey. There are many good honey-
producers, but none are better than
sweet clover—and none can give a

more continuous flow of honey from
June till after it too cold for the bees
to fly.”

o0 S

“*First beé‘- in rocks their habitation sought,

Or hollow trees their wondrous structure wrought,

*Till man & mere commodious mansion gave

And called them from thewoodsand dreary cave.”
\ — Bromuwiek.
N

)
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Our Exchanges will be with all
the leading bee journals in the
world, so that we will be able to
gather items from various fields.

We wish to publish a Local Con-
vention Directory. Will the secre-
taries of the various associations in
the State, forward us the time and
place of meeting of their societies.

All who receive this number of
the ApicurLturisST will not only
subscribe for it; but will get his
neighbors to do the same. Like the
busy bee, let each one contribute his
mite in building up the storehouse
of knowledge and experience, and
you will draw from it ten fold. Try
it and see if it is not so.

Read all the advertisements in
the ApicurrurisT. They are men
who manifest a willingness to patron-
ize and help build up an enterprise
that will be condusive to the general
interest of Apiculture. They are
men worthy of your patronage and
confidence.

What we want in Los Angeles
is manufactories to manufacture bee
keepers supplies of every character,
and at as low prices as they can be
obtained elsewhere. There is no
locality in Southern California more
favorably situated for that business
than Los Angeles, as it is in the
heart of the best honey producing
portion of the State and of the
world, for that matter.

Send us the names of bee keepers
who would be likely to subscribe
for a bee journal.  If you send us
a list of your neighbor bee keepers
who wouid likely take the Aricur-
TURIST we will send each one of
them a sample copy. We want
2,500 subscribers by the first of
April. To all who subscribe by the
first of March, 1882, can have our
journal for one year by sending us
only seventy-five cents.

Eminent Bee-keepers through-
out the State, as also many else-
where, have promised to contribute
to the present volume of our journal.
So, subscribe now and obtain the
writings of these renowned apiarians.

Sometimes we may happen to
send two or more copies of the
APICULTURIST to one address. To
all who may receive such will do us
a favor by handing the extra copies
to some person in their neighbor-
hood who is interested in bees or
honey.

The Kansas Bee-keeper was
to be changed from a four-page news-
paper to a 2o-page magazine with
the January issue. As we have not
received any number of this journal
for some months, we are unable to
try it in “ Qur Extractor” this time.

The first number, of the present
volume, of the Awmerican Bee Jour-
nal is before us in its improved
form. Bro. Newman is working like
a Trojan to keep the Journal in the
front rank of bee journalism, and he
deserves much praise for his ambi-
tion. Long before we knew what
the style and form of the 4. B. /.
of this year was to be, we decided
to have the APICULEURIST as you
now see it. Readers, we have not
taken Bro. Newman’s paper for a
model ; but how much the two look
alike—a sort of strange coincidence.
Still, we would not be ashamed of
having taken such a veteran as a
copy.

We have a number of contribu-
tions which we have to lay over for
our next issue. Some are on sub-
jects that are in thisissue. Another
reason for letting them go over is,
we have not space for them all. We
hope those friends who have favored
us with these articles will not feel
slighted, for we -are glad to have
them, and will use them in future
issues. Kind friends, try and help
us make our journal large enough to
contain all your contributions.

The Bee-keepers’ Exchange
has come to us in its new dress, and
it makes a very creditable appear-
ance, indeed. Messrs. Houck &
Peet seem determined to make the
Lxchange one of our best bee pub-
lications.

Stings.—The poison of a bee
sting may be forced out by pressing
the barrel of a small key firmly for
a minute over the wound. No
wound or swelling will result.



THE CALIFORNIA APICULTURIST. ;

(Continued from page 3.)

to become the staple for the masses,
and that comb honey, being higher
priced, would be used more by the
rich, although it was but little, if
any, better. The market may be ex-
tended almost indefinitely, if proper-
ly managed. A few years ago the
bee-keepers of California were pro-
ducing more than could be sold at
home, and the price became very
low. By sending samples over the
country, the demand became so
great as to leave no honey for the
use of the producers themselves.
California honey is now in demand
everywhere. A proper working up
of the market had accomplished
this. He expected to see the time
when honey would be sold at the
door of apiaries, instead of going
through the hands of dealers. He
strongly advised every honey pro-
ducer to develop his home market,
and cited instances where great good
had been done it. Our foreizn mar-
ket for honey is beveloping fast, and
‘was destined to be very large.
Wherever honey is introduced, it
sells afterwards on its merits. Honey
must be put in marketable shape,
and this is rapidly growing to be the
case. He thought that a bright fu-
ture was very near.

When honey can be sold at the
door of every apiary, it is a staple.
Men will look the country over, buy
the honey, and all will be sold and
distributed. Honey is good to keep.
It is not perishable. Tt can be trans-
ported to foreign markets.—4. 5. /.

—————

GJ0D TIMES ADEAD.

HETHER bees died in the

long-ago, or not, is of little
concern to us while we have such
abundant proof that they do so now.
If with our new and improved
methods of getting a hundred-fold
more honey than formerly, and can
increase our stocks ten-fold more
rapidly, we have increased the mor-
tality of the “bees, let us endeavor
to lesson it by the proper protection
of our stocks, than by returning to
the old unprofitable times, when the
bees were quieted by the fumes of
sulphur, and the hive was opened
with a meat axe. Renewed courage
comes to the apiarist by renewed
prosperity of the bees. Honey
brings fair prices and colonies of
bees are in demand at living rates.

Many who were discouraged by
losing all, are anxious to try again,
while as many amatuers as usual are
trying their hand at the business.
To the man who has faith in bees,
the outlook is really encouraging,
and if my predictions are verified,
he who will now continue in the
business of keeping bees, or enter
this field, will reap a reasonably rich
reward.—G. W. Neihardt, Oriand,

Ind., in Bee—kcc_pers’ Guide.

NATIQWAL BEE-KEEPER'S BOCIETY

WaHY Not MorE HARMONY?

IME and again, from all ac-

counts our national convention
has become a rather meagre thing,
although the journals have done all
in their power to keep it up. We
look upon it as being almost fruitless.
We have often compared our Na-
tional Bee-keepers’ Convention to
the agricultural interest of the
country, and see the difference.
With the bee-keepers one-half to
nine-tenths of them seem to have an
axe to grind, too many having a
personal interest at stake. A class
of bee-keepers have been so jealous
of each other that it destroys the
intercst of any society or institution.
This green-eyed monster, jealously,
is some of the fruits produced by
patent bee-hive men. They, or some
of them and their friends, have kept
up a broil through the journals for
years. There has been a fling at
some one nearly all the time. T'his
man has interfered, or that one has
done so and so, and from these
things many bitter remarks have
been make until its seeds of discord
have been so deeply rooted that
peace and harmony will not, in this
generation of bee men, be made.
Could the bee-keepers of this coun-
try mett in one convention har-
moniously, how pleasant it would
be to meet with them.
time is not near by, nor will it be,
we fear, very soon. Our national
convention is a meagre affair to what
it should be, taking into considera-
tion the large number of journals
published. We think the time is
not distant when we will see every
state in this country, that is a honey-
producing state, that will support a
home paper, and that a weekly.—

A, F. Moon, in American Bee-keeper.

But that

[FroM GLEANINGS.]

CALIFORNIA AS IT IS.

ALIFORNIA has more diversity
of soil, climate and products,

than most States ; a combination of
favorable circumstances makes it
yield in places, at times, the largest
trees, the largest grapevines, pump-
kins and mustard, that the world
knows of ; also the largest yields of
honey and increase of bees. It also
does the most #maccountably mean
things ; defeats you when you were
positives of success. I have kept
bees here in California for six years.
My best yield was an average of
about 3oo lbs. to the hive, .and a
little more than doubling my stock.
(I always credit the old stock with
the surplus from their swarms.) Two
other seasons I did nearly as well.
The past season yielded nearly
nothing ; two other years I got
nothing, lost half my bees, and had
plenty of bother. I think but very
few in Southern California, with the
same number of bees, have done
better than this. Previous to 1877
I think there had not been so many
failures, and we hope there will not
be so many in the future; yet I do
not know but we must have, to pre-
vent being overrun with bees. With
a few bees in a good spot, plenty of
empty combs, the owner hitting on
the best management for #at year,
extraordinary things have been done.
Quite a number have increased from
I to 1o in a season. Our deputy
sheriff, on whose word I can entirely
rely, told me he had increased from
1 to (I am almost sure it was) 30 in
a season, nearly all good for winter,
You see, if he had 15, he would
only have to double to get 3o.

R. WILKIN.
San Buenaventura, Cal.

Bees suggest all that is beautiful,
fragrant and delicious in the floral
universe. Hence bee-keeping has
been termed the “poetry of agricul-
ture.” A flower without a bee to sip
its nectar and rolic in its pollen,
hints too broadly the guasi bliss of
“‘single blessedness.” Types of toil,
symbols of frugality, models of gov-
ernment—with Flora propitious, how
extravagantly provident, and how
cheerfully they fill our dish/with a
“Benjamin’s mess” of their delicate
fare.—Zx. /
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[For the A‘PICU'L'I‘-URLBT.]
IMPROVE YOUR BEES.

BY E. GALLUP.

[The following timely advice was
received too late to be put in “OQur
Worker” Department. |

If yon are commencing the publi-
cation of a bee journal on this
coast, letit be for this coast as much
as possible; the great trouble East is
to know how to winter bees; and the
great trouble here is to learn how to
summer bees; for I hold that if we
know how to summer oxr bees prd-
perly in a dry season they will be
self-supportiug even in our poor sea-
sons; our bee-keepers in this country
are as a class considerably behind
the times. They have taken no
pains to improve their stock or to get
them into splendid condition. A
stock of bees can be improved as
well asany other stock—of this there
is not the least particle of doubt.
They can be kept so as to give but a
small profit in a goed season and in
a poor season they will starve.
Every practical bee-keeper knows
that some stocks in a good honey
yield will store’large quantities, while
other stocks yield but very little.
Now all can be brought up to the
best standard. Perhaps I can give
the best and plainest explanation by
telling just how I proceeded two
years ago. I took a stock of bees
/in miserable condition, and as soon
as I could in the spring, I super-
ceeded every worthless queen in the
apairy. By raising all my young
queens from the best workers and
most prolific mothers; for I hold
that it is a poor policy to keep a
worthless pueen in the apairy any
longer than it is absolutely necessary.
‘Then I took out all drone comb from
the breeding apartment of every
hive, but two that I wished to raise
drones from and we should be just
as careful about our drones as we
were about raising our queens. Then
we sent off and got an imported
queen, for we should be careful to
introduce new blood into our apairy;
every year or two, as they will run
out, if we do not guard against it.
By managing my bees on the above

— —-3lan, T more than doubled their

capacity, for rrofit and to-day they
are in as gocd condition as the very
best apairy in the land. I examined
fitty stocks near here afew daysago,

and any onc of my stocks will aver-/

, : =
age more bees, honey and brood to

the stock, than any three of the fifty.

I have visited quite a number of
apairies lately in company with a
young gentleman from Canada, and
he found minein such excellent con-
dition, after seeing the others, that I
had no diffibulty in disposing of
them to him in preference to all
others that he had seen. My busi-
ness is such that I either had to sell
out or move them 100 miles; now
I shall have to begin over again.

I always advocated strong, power-
ful stocks for profit, when writing for
Eastern bee journals; and that will
hold just as good on this coast as
anywhere that I ever kept bees.
And in order to keep them up we
must have prolific mothers, extra
good workers to keep upthe supply of
honey, etc. I have seen 400 stands
of bees by count, when there was
not to exceed 25 out of the 400 that
was worth keeping. We must keep
a constant watch and keep weeding
out all worthless queens from the
apairy, if we expect to keep one
stock up to the standard of produc-
tiveness. And right here we will say
that it will pay any bee-keeper to
Italianize. In a real good season
you may not notice a great differ-
ence, but in a poor season the Ital-
ians come out ahead every time,
providing we have the genuine.
Good queens are cheap enough now.

MAXIMS TO BE OBSERVED.
There are several important points
to be observed by the novice in bee-
keeping:
1. Do not rush unadvisedly into

‘the business like a horse in battle,

and paw your way through blindly.

2. Let your motto be, “That
which is worth doing is worth doing
well.”

3. Acquaint yourself with the
nature and habits of the bee, by
reading some good book on bees.

4. Get two or three colonies of
Italian bees, and manipulate them
in accordance with the given rules.

5. When you have learned to
handle these successfully, you may
take charge of more,

6. Always bzar in mind that the
key of success is in s#zong colonies.—
Corr. Semi-Tropic California.

Cage for Mailing Queens.—Let
the inside of your cage be 1 14x14x3
inches. Run melted candy on the
bottom of one end for one inch in
length and one-half an inch deep.
On top of this place a flat sponge,
well saturated with honey. ‘Tack
this to the bottom with a wire nail,
so that the bees can pass on top of
it, insert the queen and about thirty
bees; wrap the cage closely with
tough, thick paper; now perforate
it on the end and both sides, just
enough to allow a very little air to
enter, and your queen and atten-
dants will go to the ends of the
earth safely by mail in cold weather.
—B. K. Magazine.

“Ji%ee-keeper; in ol

THE

L0S ANGZLES ASSOCIATIONS

YEETING,

HE Los Angeles Bee-keepers’

Association met January 21st,
1882, at the office of C. N. Wilson.
The President called the meeting to
order and the minntes of the last
monthly meeting were read and
adopted. The Chairman of the
Committee on State Organization
reported progress, and a draft of
Constitution and By-Laws for the
State Association was submitted by
J. W. Wilson. The president stated
that he had corresponded with
several of the leading apairists of
the state in reference to the forma-
tion of a state association, and the
measure had met with approval as
far as heard from. The question of
“How to keep bées?” was discussed.
Sugar beets, sorghum and grapes
were proposed. Mr. J. E. Pleasant
thought that bees located among the
willows would make honey enough
to live through the season, and
stated that orange growers were of
the opinion that bees were an ad-
vantage in the orange groves, fer-
tilizing the blossoms so that seedling
trees have a tendency to produce
larger and better fruit, resembling
the navel variety, as may now be seen
in the orchard of Mr. Wolfskiil in
this city. Adjourned to mest at
same place the third Saturday in
February.

C. N. Wirson, Pres,
MuarsH, Se:y.

) Y U
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duertisements.

: ﬁubliﬁhem’ ofices.

~ Be particular to give your post-
office, county, State, and name,
when writing to this office.

Publications to which we send
this number of the ApicUuLTURIST,
with an x before this notice, will un-
derstand that we are willing to £x-
ceange with them. If you place
our journal on your exchange |list,
please send us a marked copy of
your paper, and we will then \add
yours to our list. ‘

Queen Breeders desiring to
place their queens before the pub-
lic at a small expense, would do well
to send in their card for our next
issue. In it we will commence the
publication of a *“Queen Breeders’
Directory.” Cards of two lines, 30
cts.; each additional line, 10 cts. per
insertion. For $3.00 we will insert
two lines for a year, or three lines
for $4.00.

RATES OF ADVERTISING.

Per one columin . .ovevensiiaansn. £8.00 per month \
Ll T R B A . B.CO e

** fourth *¢ RERAL B e v i 2.50 < ‘
L 1 T P S R o i L r

No advertisements to count less than one inch, |
unjess inserted 3 or more times. |

Advertisgements for three months, 10 per cent. |
less than above rates. For six munthi, 15 per |
eent. less than above rates. For one year, 20 per | ‘
eent. le#s than above rates. 1

Displayed advertisements and engravings will
be charged according to space occupied,

Yearly advertisers will be allowed four changes
of matter.

Terus :—Transient advertisements payable in
edvance. Yearly contracts payable quarterly in
sdvanee. We will adhere strictly to above rates.

All advertisements should reach us by the 20th
of the month preceding the issue in which they
are Lo appear.

24 We shall admit none but worthy business

advertising in our columns, and keep clear of
sdvertisements of a doubtful character.

The large circulation, the desirable class of
readers, and the neat and convenient form, ren-
dera this journal a choice medium for reachmg
the attention of a large class of intelligent readers.

G~ These rates are $0 low that anyone having
anything to sell can afford to make it known

| 15 cents.

krough our columns

JOS. D. EINAS,

EREEDER OF

PURE ITALIAN BEES AND QUEENS.

The American Bee Journal.

Published WEEKLY at §2 a ycar.

Thes, @, Newman, Editor and Proprietor, oF
974 West Madison Street, Chicago, Il o
SAMPLE FREE. e
THE FIRST WEEKLY BEE-PAPER IN THE WOW0h B
jan-tf,

S

Nuclei and Colonies in

COMB FOUNDATION, BELLOWS SMOKERS,
BEE VEILS, KNIVES, BEE BOOKS, {
SAMPLE HIVES, &c. |

“Address J. D. Enas, Sunnyside, Napa P. 0., C

jan-3¢

|

M, DOOLITTLE,

OI Borodino, New York, will send you his BEE
KEEPERS' CLUB LIST for 1882 if you send him
your address plainly written on a postal card.

jan-tf
—1

TEE EANSAS BEE-REEPER:

Devoted entirely o the best interests of those who
keep bees. The question department, conducted
by Rev. Wm. K. Huoward, is of essential interest to
beginners in bee-culture. Jss. Heddon will write
a practical article for every number for 1882; 20
piges hand-omely gotten upin boak form. Every
number worth the price of a year's subscription.
Sample copies and premium list free to any ad-
dress. Agents wanted. Address,

SCOVEL & ANDERSON, Columbus, Kan.

jan2t.

FRIENDS! If you are in anyway interesied in

BEES OR HONEY

We will with pleasure send you a sample copy of
our MONTHLY GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE, with
o descriptive price-list of the latest improvements
in Hives, Honey Extractors, Artificial Comb,
Section Honey Boxes, all books and journals,
and everything pertaining to Bee Culture. Noth-
ing patented. Simply send your address on a
postal card writen plainly to
jan-3% A.I ROOT, Medina, Ohio,

THE AMERICAN BEE-KEEPER

Is a 24-page monthly journal, devoted to PRAC-
| TICAL 'BEE CULTUR E, and is edited by a prac-
| tical bee-keeper, is brimfuil each month with
timely original articles written for it by some of
the leu.dmg apairists of America.
Only One Dollar per annum,
Trial trip to any address for three months, only |
Address E. M, HARRISON,
jan-tf ‘ L;.lnnon Laclede Co., Mo.

THE BEE-KEEPERS EXCHANGE.

This Journal begins its fourth year in a new
dress, has been increased in size to 32 pages, isa
live, progressive monthly, edited by practical bee-
keepers, and is richly worth the subscription price,
which is $1.00 per annum, postpaid, or three
menths on trial for 25 cents. Sample copy free.
Our price list of Apiarian Supplies is now ready,
and you will consult your best interests by secur-
ing a copy befure you order. Address,

HOUCK & PEET,
Canajoharie, N. ¥,

jan-tf

THE BEE-EEEPERS’ INSTRUCTOR

I8 NOW PUBLIBHED
IN THRE SOUTE,

And is a bright, well filled magazine of 20 pages,
all for only 50 Cents a year. Obtain afree :!l.mple
Copy from

W. THOMAS & SONS,

Sowerssr, Kv.

jan-#f

'THE BEE-KEEPER'S G’Ullch

A TWENTY COLUMN PAPER, “:'l"' i

i Devoted to BEE CULTURE, with dslcrlphoi

and prices of Hives, S8ectional Honey Boxes, Ship-

| ping Crates, Honey and Wax Extraetors, Comb

| Foundation, Bee-Feeders, Smokers, Italian Quce..l
SUBSCRIPTION, F1FTY CENTS A YEAR.

Specimen copy fres. Address,

-2t. A. G. HILL, Kendallville, Ind.

@ GQOD, SAFE AND PRACTICAL instruction 1
the/art of RAISING AND MARESTING HMeNBY is whad
thé old 32-page

BEE-KEEPERS' MAGAZINE : .

Gives its subscribers each month. Subseription
pr'ce reduced to only $§1.00 a year. Send for sam-

le copy te +
- o A. J. KING & CO., =

jan-tf 14 PArRK PracE, NEW YORK.
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