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497TH CONGRESS, SENATE. Ex. Doc. 
2d Session. No. 77. 

FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
. TRANSMITTING, 

In compliance with resolution of January 27, report of Lieutenant Taunt 
of ajourney on the river Congo. 

FEBRUARY 5, 1887.—Ordered that the letter of the Secretary of the Navy and accom- 
panying documents be printed and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and, together with the articles, ornaments, and coins accompanying said letter, be 

' returned to the Secretary of the Navy. 

NAvyY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 1, 1887. 

Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 27th ultimo, 
I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report submitted to | 

_ the Navy Department by Lieut. E. H. Taunt, U.S. N., after complet- 
Ing a Six-months’ journey on the river Congo, Central Africa. Accom- 

_ panying the report will be found certain documents, together with 
_ Samples of materials likely to be used in the region of that river, and 

Specimens of the articles used as currency in the different localities, 
Specified in the accompanying memorandum. 

Should the report. be printed, I have the honor to request that 1,000 
_ Copies may be supplied for the use of the Navy Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. C. WHITNEY, 

| Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. Joun SHERMAN, 

President of the Senate. 

List of documents, and articles of trade and currency, accompanying Lieutenant Tauni’s 
report of his journey on the Congo River. 

. LIST OF DOCUMENTS. 

(1) Log-book of the steam-launch Henry Reed, from July to September, 1885. 
(2) Map of the European possessions on the Congo River. 

Con) Regulations for the guidance of agents of the International Association of the 
0. 

‘5 Rules and regufations for the Houssas. 
5) Practical hints for travelers in the tropics. 
(6) Notes on African fevers and dysentery.
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LIST OF ARTICLES. 

(1) Samples of cotton and woolen goods, with prices paid in Europe by the “Ip. 
térnational Association.” 

(2) Card containing beads and shells, used in trade on the river Congo. . 
(3) Samples of ‘‘ Matakos,” or coils of brass wire for trading purposes. 
(4) Iron ax, used as currency at Stanley Falls. 

REPORT BY LIEUTENANT E. H. TAUNT, U.S.N. 

NAPLES, ITALY, February 26, 1886. 

siz: I have the honor to submit the following report of my six months’ 
journey on the river Congo, southwest coast of Africa: | 

In obedience to orders, received from Rear-Admiral Earl English, U. 
S..N., to “proceed to Stanley Pool, and farther if practicable, repor ing,” 
&e., [ left the U.S. flagship Lancaster at Banana Point on May 2, 18835, 
and in company with Dr. Ralph Leslie, of the Congo State, started for 
Boma on board the smali steamer Ville d’Anvers, belonging to the State. 
At Boma we spent the night, and leaving early next morning, arrived at 
Vivi, the headquarters of the Congo State, about midday on the 4th. 
At Vivi I was received most kindly by Count Pourtales, the chief-of- 
station, and made comfortable. Here I was obliged to await the arrival 
of Major Parminter, the acting Administrator-General. 

Major Parminter arrived on the 6th, and we at once commenced or- 
ganizing my caravan, with the idea, if my health permitted, of making 
a prolonged stay in the interior. 

I had heard many criticisms concerning the report of the United 
States agent, Mr. Tisdel, to the effect that “he had not seen the Congo 
Valley,” that ‘nothing was claimed for the cataract region,” &c. I 
therefore felt it my duty to go into the interior as far as practicable and 
gain all the information possible of the valley of the Congo. 

My goods and stores were made up,so that I was able to cross to 
M’Poso Station and the south bank of the Congo on May 13. From 
M’Poso, on May 15, 1 started for Stanley Pool with a caravan of fifty — 
natives, carrying my goods, canned provisions, camp equipage, &c. 
In addition ‘to the natives, I took our Zanzibari interpreter, and one 
Kabinda cook. Mr. A. Parminter, one of the agents of the State, was 
detailed by the acting Administrator-General to accompany me to Stan- 
ley Pool. | : 

My first camp was at the native village of M’Pallabolla. I was re- 
ceived in state by the old king, Kamkanpaga, and given a comfortable 
hut to sleep in. At M’Pallabolla is the headquarters of the Americal 
Baptist Mission (late Livingstone Inland Mission). 

Leaving M’Pallabolla on the morning of the 16th, I reached the sta: - 
_ tion of M’Bauza Mateke about noon of the 19th; leaving on the morn- — 

ing of the 20th, arrived at Lukungo Station on May 25. At Lukungo my 
native caravan refused to go on until rested. I was therefore obliged 
to lay over until the 28th instant. On this date, Ileft Lukungo, and the 
same evening arrived at N’Gombe, or South Manyanga Station, on the» 
south bank of the Congo, with the station of North Manyanga opposite — 
on the north bank. 

At South Manyanga, my companion, Mr. Parminter, was taken ill with 
bilious fever; this, in addition to the fact that my carfiers refused to g° 
on (as there had been some fighting between the State and natives @ | 
route to Lutété, the west station) detained me at South Manyanga ul:
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til May 31. On this date, I was able to obtain new carriers. Mr. Par- 
minter being too ill to proceed, I was obliged, to leave him, and started, 
accompanied by Mr. Bateman, chief of Lutété Station. 

I arrived at Lutété June 1, having passed the villages where there © 
had been fighting a few days before; but, with the exception of some 
armed natives lurking in the long grass, I saw no signs of hostility. At 
Lutété 1 was again obliged to change my caravan, but fortunately was 
able to engage men to carry me to the Pool. The day after our arrival, 
Mr. Bateman was taken with bilious fever, and being too ill to proceed, 
detailed bis assistant, Mr. Stanhope, to accompany me. 

I left Lutété on the afternoon of June 3. On the 5th, passed the rear 
sections of the steamer Stanley. This steamer was for use on the Upper 
River, and was being transported by sections to Stanley Pool. Each sec- 
tion was transported on a large iron-wheeled truck that required about 
ninety men to handle. Some fourteen months had already been oceu- 
pied in the work of transportation, at an immense cost to the State. The 
advance sections of the steamer were about three hours’ mareh ahead 
of the rear ones. At midday on June 7, I arrived at Leopoldville Sta- 
tion, Stanley Pool, having taken twenty-three days from M’Poso, in- 
cluding six days’ delay at stations, to travel a distance of about 236 
miles, over a mountainous, rocky, barren country. 

At Leopoldville, I was received by Captain Saulez, chief-of-division, 
and the principal officials of the station. The Houssa guard was drawn 
up to receive me, and the United States flag saluted. Captain Saulez 
assigned me a portion of his own quarters. 

Before leaving Vivi I had received permission from the acting Admin- 
istrator-General to take passage on board the steam cutter Royal from 
Leopoldville to Stanley Falls. On my arrival, [found that the Royal was 
loaded to her gunwales, and that, in addition, she was to tow a loaded 
whale-boat. Captain Saulez was sending a relief expedition to Stanley 
Falls, with two Krupp guns, stores, ammunition, &c., to last six months. 
The expedition was in command of Mr. W. Deane, late of the English 
army. Mr. Deane was to fortify the Falls Station, and make it secure 
against a possible attack of the Arabs. These gentlemen offered to make 
room for me, but I knew, that in order to do so, they would be obliged 
to leave behind important and much-needed stores. 

_ T learned from the American Mission that by waiting until July 1, and 
supplying some deficiencies in the engineer’s and other stores, I could 
take passage on the small launch Henry Reed, belonging to the Mission. 
I therefore declined the kind offer of Captain Saulez, and accepted that 
of the Mission. | 
_ While waiting at Leopoldville, I visited the different native villages 
In the vicinity of Stanley Pool, the station of Kinchassa, and the French 
Station of Brazzaville, on the north bank of the Pool. M.de Brazza and 
M. Chauvain, his second in command, were in the interior. I madea 
trip around Stanley Pool in the launch Peace, belonging to the English 
Baptist Mission, and was able to visit all the points of interest. 

The advance sections of the steamer Stanley arrived at Leopoldville 
on June 24, having taken some fifteen months from Banana. 

_ _ On the Afternoon of July 3, I started from Leopoldville, on board the 
launch Henry Reed, for Stanley Falls. The Revs. Messrs. Billington 
and Glenesk accompanied me. I took with me my Zanzibari interpreter, 
Kabinda cook, and twenty Loango boys to cut wood. The Royal left 
With Mr. Deane a few days before us. | : 
_ The first few days we made but little progress, having great difficulty 
Mm finding dry wood. On July 6, we passed the abandoned station of
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M’Suata, on the south bank, with the French station at Guanchan Point, © 
opposite, on the north bank, and arrived at Kwamouth Station, mouth 
of the Kassai River, on the evening of the same day. At this place 
we found a good supply of wood ready for us, which we took on board, . 
and on the morning of the 7th started for the next station, Bolowo. 

The river had fallen but a few inches, and the banks were flooded 
some distanceinland, making it most difficult to cut fuel for the launeh. 
Frequently we woald not be able to run more than two hours per day, 
We reached Bolobo Station on the evening of July 10, and were re- | 

ceived most cordially by Lieutenant Leibrecth (Belgian army), chief 
of-station. Here Mr. Billington was taken with fever, and we were 
obliged to lay over the 11th and 12th, leaving Bolobo for Lukelela 
Station on the morning of the 13th, Mr. Billington still quite ill. 

On the afternoon of the 13th we passed and communicated with one 
of the whale-boats bound to Bolobo, and arrived at Lukelela on the 
evening of the 16th. Here we found Mr. Glave (English), chief-of- 
Station, who received us very kindly. We remained at Lukelela over 
night, and left the next morning for the Equator Station. Between 
these two stations, we had the greatest difficulty finding fuel, and did 
not reach Equator Station until 9.30 p. m. July 21, having been obliged 
to run a few hours by moonlight. We were received here by Lieutenant 
Pargels (Swedish army), aud by the members of the American Mission, 
who have established their advanced post at this station. 
We remained at the Equator until July 24, and, while there, engaged 

a native guide for the river above Bangala. We were fortunate enough ~ 
to secure the services of Stanley’s old guide. 

Leaving Equator about 10 a. m. July 24, we pushed on and entered 
the mouth of the Lalulango River July 26. After steaming some 30 
miles up this river, we returned to the Congo on the afternoon of the 
27th. The Lalulango River is supposed to be one of the largest of the 
affluents of the Congo. 

We had up to this point kept to the south bank of the river, but as 
Bangala, the next station, was on the north bank, we crossed to the 
north bank, and reached Bangala on the morning of July 30. Lieutenant 
Coquilhat, of the Belgian army, was chief of Bangala, with Lieutenant 
Westmark, Swedish army, as assistant. . 
We were now in the cannibal country, and rigged our arrow guards 

(wire netting) fore and aft the launch. In the next 500 miles we knew 
we would find no white men, our first and last station, beyond Bangala, 
being the one at Stanley Falls. 

Below Bangala we had seen no signs of hostility on the part of the 
natives, but we now met an entirely different race of people, suspicious, ‘ 
savage, and hostile. . 

Leaving Bangala on the morning of August 1, we anchored some 40 
miles above the station, and about a mile below a large village, the peo- 
ple of which, thinking we had come to fight, sent their women to the 
islands, and then came down in canoes with the information that 
they were waiting forus. Nothing would reassure them, and they were | 
around us all night in their canoes. We steamed past the village the. 
next morning, and found the men fully armed with spears, knives, bows, 
and poisoned arrows, and rigged out in war bonnets. At 1.30 p.m. 
the same day we reached a large village, named “ Ikelengo,” and slowed 
down to buy food. The people declined to sell unless we ran to the 
beach. This I would not do, for in case of trouble I could only depend 
upon iny Zanzibari to fight. The Loangos were useless, and the ms- 
sionaries had stated, very properly, that they would not resort to fire |
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arms except in the last extremity. We steamed ahead, and tied up 
about 4 p. m. some 8 miles above the village. At 8 p.m. I could hear 
canoes astern of us, but after a warning they drew off. I posted my 
ZYanzibari and two others to watch during the night. At daylight a 
large war canoe was astern of us. After some talk with the guide, 
they came alongside, when I found that they had eight flint-lock guns 
stowed away. ‘These were the last fire-arms I saw in possession of the 
natives until we reached Stanley Falls. My guide learned, from the 
chief in the canoe, that they had been watching us all might. I then 
decided not to lie at the beach at night, but to anchor well off, and 
have all hands sleep on board the launch until we were clear of the 
cannibal country. 

From the 4th until the 7th of August we passed no towns. About 
noon on the 7th we ran up to the town of M’Pcsa, of the Irengo District. 
This town was protected by a strong boma (palisade) about 30 feet high, 
and evidently but recently erected. There were no women in sight, 
and the men were in war costume, and fully armed. The greater part 
of the town had been burned. The people would have nothing todo — 
with us, and I afterwards learned that Mr. Deane, in the Royal, had 
been attacked here but a few days before our arrival. He, however, 
had captured and burned the town. killing a number of the men. | 
We were anxious to get food for our men, so we pushed on to the 

Upoto District, and about 2. p. m. we anchored opposite the town of 
Bukela. The people proved very friendly, and brought food to us in their 
canoes. Thatnight, although we had anchored well above the villages, 
the people were evidently suspicious of us, as their war-drums were 
going all night. Our movements had evidently been signaled ahead, 
for each night after this we had canoes watching us, and could hear the 
war-drums, although we were not in‘sight of the villages. 

On August 11 we passed several large towns of the Yembingo Dis- 
trict, and tried to buy food, but they insisted on our going to the beach. 
This I declined to do, knowing that if the cannibals once got a foothold 
onthe launch, they were in such numbers, it would be almost impossi- 
ble, with my small force, to drive them off. 
August 12 we anchored near a large village, Rubunga, on one of the 

islands. The people came out in canoes, and told us they would come 
With a force to fight us in the morning. We attempted to talk with | 
them, but they insisted that we were Arabs, &c. The next morning 
they came out in large numbers, and, after along talk with our guide, 
“they ended in selling us food. 

_ About 1 p.m., August 13, we steamed into Monongeri Channel. This 
4s a stretch of water, about 50 yards wide, running between one of the 
large islands of the Congo and the north bank. We found it fall of 
Snags and very shoal. J had heard that Stanley and Lieutenant Van 
Gile had both been obliged to burn villages here, but I never imagined 
we would meet with the reception we did. At 2.50 p. in. we ran up Op- 
bosite the large village of Monongeri. Toour surprise, we were greeted 
with yells, war-drums, war-horns, &c. The men were armed to the teeth 
With knives, spears, and poisoned arrows, and, to all appearances, were 
frantic with rage. I took my guns out and placed them in full sight, 
but at this they only increased their uproar. 
- Finding that we were steaming on, some of the men, absolutely devoid 
of fear, rushed waist-deep into the water to throw their spears, and as 
We passed the town, others launched their canoes to follow, many running 
along the banks. Three hours we were steaming in the narrow chan- 
nel, and in that time passed several small, and two large villages; all
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of these had been notified of our approach by the signals and war-drums 
- from below. The din of the yells, mingled with the drums and horns, 

was something terrific, for each village in turn had contributed to the 
number of yelling savages that followed us. 

After passing the Jast town I calculated that we were followed by 
from two to three hundred men, some in canoes, and the others running 
along the banks. To add to my anxiety, I found that we were running 
short of wood, and I knew that if we were obliged to anchor in the chan- 
nel it would be a hard fight all night, and a harder one in the morning 
when we attempted to land for wood. Fortunately, however, about 6, 
p. m. we ran out into the river, having just one-half hour’s wood left on - 
board, and anchored in lee of one of the many islands of the Cong... It 
came on to blow hard, with rain, about 7 p. m., and I did not think the 
canoes would be able to follow on account of the sea that was running 
in the river. Shortly,after 8 p. m., to our surprise, we were again 
greeted with the yells and war-horns, and I found that we were sur- 
rounded by from ten to twenty war-canoes filled with meu. It was some 
time before we drove them off, and they finally took refuge on the 
islands near us. We could hear them all night, but they drew off at 
daylight. 

These people had no fire arms, and Lam sure that a few well-directed 
shots when we were first attacked in the channel would have saved us 
any further trouble, but I yielded to the entreaties of the missionaries 
not to fire except as a last resort. : 

On the night of August 14 we were anchored among the islands some 
miles above a large village, Yosaka. Here we were again surrounded 
by war-canoes. During the night, while I was forward, my Zanzibari 
discovered a canoe when only a few feet from the stern. of the launch, 
evidently trying to board us. These savages above Bangala seem ab- 
solutely indifferent to danger, and it is only after many of them are shot 
down during the fights that they will draw off. 

At midday August 15 we passed the mouth of the Arroowimi River, — 
and met with much the same reception from the natives here as we had 
received below. The Arabs, under the famous chief “Tippoo Tib,” had 
raided down as far as the Arroowimi in the early spring of 1885, and — 
had burned the villages on both banks, taking captured slaves and 
ivory back to Stanley Falls. This raid of the Arabs had not been alto- 
gether successful, as they had lost over one hundred men. Small-pox 
broke out among them, then threatened starvation forced them to re- 

— turn to Stanley talls. 
Shortly after passing the Arroowimi, the Royal and whale-boat were — 

sighted just ahead, coming down the river. We dropped our anchor, | 
and they were soon alongside. 

The Royal, with thirty men, jn charge of Mr. Harris, an Englishman, 
had been sent by Mr. Deane, from Stanley Falis, to warn me against the 

- hostile natives, and to render such assistance as | nee de Ny as I had 
passed the most dangerous localities, their assistance was n8t required. 
I learned from Mr. Harris that a few days before, Deane and his met 
had camped on shore, in the narrow channel, a few miles below the 
village of Monongeri. 

The Royal was made fast to the beach. Deane sent his native guide, 
in a canoe with two other men, to the village to buy food. They pad- 
died up to the village, the guide going on shore. He was at once sul 
rounded, killed, and arrangements made to eat him. The two men 
escaped in the canoe, and brought the news down to Deane’s camp. AS
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night was coming on, it was decided not to attack the village until the 
early morning. | 
About 2 a. m. the next day, Deane’s camp was attacked by a large 

body of savages, during a heavy tornado, the State losing seven killed 
and six wounded, among the latter being Mr. Deane, who had received 
two dangerous spear wounds. The killed were buried the next day on 
an island some distance from the camp, and the Royal started for Stan- 
ley Falls to obtain proper comforts for the wounded. This fight occurred 
in the same channel where the Henry Reed had been so savagely at- 

_ tacked on the afternoon of the 13th. 
When passing the mouth of the Arroowimi River with the wounded, 

fifteen war-canoes had tried to surround the Royal about midday, but 
drew off after several natives had been killed and two canoes swamped. 
We remained at anchor the night of the 15th, in company with the 

Royal. We were not troubled until about 3 a. m. the 16th, when two 
canoes were detected trying to steal upon us. A warning from the ~ 
lookout soon drove them off. . 

At daylight, we discovered eight large war-canoes, with from thirty to 
forty men in each, lying alongside an island opposite to us. It was 
necessary to fill up with wood. I therefore sent my men on shore, with 
a guard from the Royal. The people had been cutting about an hour 
when the sentries discovered some natives lurking in the bushes. They 
were driven off with a few shots, and gave us no further trouble. We 
got underway about midday, and in company with the Royal started 

_ for Stanley Falls. The war-canoes followed us with horns blowing, but 
‘we soon distanced them, and in two hours they had given up the chase. 

| From the Arroowimi to Stanley Falls the natives were living in canoes; 
the villages on both banks had been burned by the Arabs in the spring, 
and in only a few instances had the people commenced rebuilding. We 
had no more trouble with the natives, but were inconvenienced consid- 
erably by not being able to buy food for the men. 

We arrived at Stanley Falls Station on the afternoon of August 20, 
having made the trip from Stanley Pool to Stanley Falls, a distance of _ 
1,000 miles, in forty-eight days, including stoppages at the different 

_ Stations below Bangala. Iwas received very kindly by the two Swedish 
lieutenants in charge of the station, and offered every assistance. | 

I found Mr. Deane in a very low state, and as there were no medical 
comforts to be had at the Falls, [ finally persuaded him to accompany 
me down as far as the Equator Station, where he would be able to ob- 
tain medical attention and nourishing food. My own stock of wine, &c., 
I turned over to him, his own being exhausted. 

While at Stanley Falls, I had interviews with Tippoo Tib’shead men. 
_ (he was at Nyangwe), took a trip above the seventh cataract, and vis- 

ited the native villages in the vicinity of the Falls. 
On the morning of August 25, we moved Deane on board, and made 

preparations for the return trip to Stanley Pool. Above Bangala, we. 
had kept to the north bank, going up; it was determined to return by 
the south bank. | | | 

_ In company with the Royal, we left Stanley Falls Station at 10 a. m., 
_ August 25, and arrived at Bangala on the Ist of September, eight days 
from Stanley Falls. | 

_ On the south bank we found the natives friendly, except opposite the 
Mouth of the Arroowimi River, where we were watched by a number of 
Canoes until about 2a. m., when a severe tornado drove them to their 
Villages. On August 30, our small boat was swamped and lost while
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weighing our stern anchor in a 5-knot current. I was obliged ty pur. 
chase a canoe to replace it. 

At Bangala I found a great change; the garrison had been relieved 
and a new chief, Lieutenant Van Kirkhoren, was in charge. The na- 

_ tives were not satisfied with the change, and had repeatedly threatened 
to burn the station. In fact, the garrison were expecting an attack the 
day we arrived. 

Leaving Bangala on the 2d of September, keeping to the north bank 
of the river—on coming up we had taken the south bank to Bangala— - 
we arrived at the Equator Statiou on the evening of September 3. Mr. 
Deane was landed here, and soon after was taken with a bad fever. 

Necessary repairs to our boilers detained us at the Equator until 
September 7. We parted company with the Royal, and pushing on 
passed Lukelela on the afternoon of the 8th. This station had been 
abandoned since our visit. On the evening of September 9 we tied up 
to the beach at Bolobo. 
arly on the morning of September 10 we made a start from Bolobo. 

There was a fresh wind from the westward, and, as we steamed out into 
the river, we met a nasty4umpy sea running, caused by the fresh wind 
against the current. The Congo at this point is about 12 miles wide, 
and the wind had a clean sweep. Our canoe was soon in trouble, and, 
notwithstanding the effort to keep her free, she soon filled, and, part- 
ing the chains at bow and stern, disappeared. The launch was taking 
water fore and aft, so I decided to run back to Bolobo, and wait for 
wind and sea to moderate. 
We finally left Bolobo at 1 p. m., and arrived at Kwamouth Station 

on the morning of September 11. I learned here that Lieutenant Weiss- 
man, the German explorer, arrived at the Congo the day after I had 
passed Kwa Station on my trip up river, he having proved that what 
was supposed to be the Kwa River was the Kassai River. 
We ieft Kwamouth Station on midday of the 11th, and reached Leo- 

poldville on September 12, having taken seventy-two days to Stanley 
Falls and return, in which time I had traveled 2,000 miles on the Upper 
River. I was received by the officials of Leopoldville and assigned my 
quarters. 

I found at Leopoldville the Administrator-General, Col. Sir Francis 
de Winten, and staff, also Lieutenant Weissman’s exploring expedition. 
With the latter were two hundred and fifty natives from the Bakouba 
District, on the Kassai River. I found the steamer Stanley in the water 
and nearly ready for the trial trip. | 

I was detained six days at Leopoldville, organizing my caravan for 
the trip to Vivi, and although I had every assistance from the AdminD- 
istrator-Geueral, in order to make up my number, I was obliged to em- 
ploy ten time-expired Zanzibaris, who were en route to the coast. 

1 lett Leopoldville on September 18, with a caravan of twenty-five 
Zanzibaris, who were en route to the coast, and, by rapid marches, at- 
rived at the Inkissi River on September 21. Here I was taken i a 
bad bilious attack, brought on, I think, by over exposure to the’ id- 
day sun. I rested one day at the Inkissi, and, although not well, 
pushed on to Lutété, arriving there September 23. This station had 
been abandoned by the State since my lasé visit, the English Baptist 
Mission still retaining their station here. 

Tieft Lutété the morning of the 24th, and arrived at Lukungotheeven!ng © 
ofthe 25th. Ifound Mr. Ingham (English), chief-of-station. His wife was 
With him, and is the only white lady in the State except two mission: 
aries of the American Baptist Mission. I was obliged to send fiftee?
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_ Yanzibaris back to Leopoldville from Lukungo, and was, in consequence, 
detained until the 28th instant before the native carriers would come in. 
I left Lukungo on the 28th, and, September 30, at the Quillo River, I 

' met Lieutenant Herman and Mr. Bowman, of the “Austrian Exploring 
Expedition,” on their way to Latété to engage carriers for the expedi- 

' tion. This expedition is under Professor Linz, an experienced African 
traveler. Pushing on from the Quillo I arrived at M’Bauza Mateke Oc- 
tober 1. This station had been abandoned by the State since my visit 
in May last, the American Mission still retaining its station here. 

Left M’Bauza Mateke October 2, and arrived at M’Poso on the after- 
noon of the 4th. I had made my trip, a distance of about 2,800 miles, 

_ in four and one-half months, which included a month’s delay at Leopold- — 
‘ ville. This, I am told by both Stanley and Weissman, is the quickest 

trip ever made from the sea to Central Africa and return. 
_ I was detained at Vivi until October 9, on which day I left for Banana 

- Point. I was detained some time at Banana, waiting for a steamer. 
Finally secured a passage on a Dutch steamer for Madeira. Lieuten- 
ant Weissman accompanied me, going home very ill. 

Until about a week before reaching Madeira, I was in perfect health, 
but the fatty food on board, and the sudden change of weather in the 
northeast trades, laid me up with a bilious attack and liver complica- 
tions. There was no doctor on board the steamer, and on my arrival 
at Madeira I was just able to get on shore, and was ill there for some 
time. 

Before leaving Stanley Pool, Colonel de Winten requested me to go to 
Brussels and give the committee an account of my trip on the Upper 
Congo, at the same time giving me private letters to General Stranch, 
the head of the committee. In addition to this, Lieutenant Weissman, 
at Madeira, received a personal letter from the King of the Belgians, 

_ In which the King expressed a desire to see me. In view of these cir- 
_ cumstances, I felt that it would be discourteous to refuse. I therefore, 

on my arrival in Kurope, proceeded to Brussels, reporting my arrival 
and reasons for going to Brussels to Rear-Admiral S. R. Franklin, 
United States Navy. | 

The King of the Belgians did me the honor to receive me at his pal- 
ace at Larkaen, a few miles from Brussels, and, in a private interview of 
Some two hours’ duration, I gave him a sketch of my trip, the fighting 
Thad witnessed on the Upper Congo, and my impressions of the con- 
ditions of the stations, and of the country, he having been good enough 
to yotorm me that what I had to communicate was for his information 
Only, . 

_. Ihave the honor to state that, when in camp, the American ensign 
| Was hoisted over my tent, and while on the Upper Congo my flag was 
_ always, from sunrise to sunset, hoisted at the bow of the launch. 

I'am the only representative of any Government, other than the Congo 
Btate, and am one of the thirteen white men who have been able to 
penetrate to Stanley Falls. 

INDEPENDENT STATE OF THE CONGO. 

The Internationa! Association of the Congo, now the Independent 
State of the Congo, was established under the following circumstances: 

_ Stanley made his famous trip to the mouth of the Congo River, ar- 
Tiving at Embomma, or, as called by the traders, Boma, in August, 
1877, 

S. Ex. 1——39
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In September, 1876, the King of the Belgians invited a convention 
of geographers to his palace in Brussels, to discuss the question of the 
exploration and civilization of Africa, by opening it up to commerce, 
and crushing the slave trzde. This conference formed an International 
African Association. The committee was established at Brussels, with 
the King of the Belgians presiding over it. 

The Association established stations from the East Coast to Lake 
Tanganyika, and in 1879 Mr. Stanley was made commander-in-chief 
of the International Association of the Congo. This branch was to 
open up the Congofrom the West Coast, establish stations, and connect, 
if possible, with the expeditions from the Hast Coast. It had been 
proved beyond question, that in order to facilitate trading and explera- 
tion in Central Africa, it would be necessary to have stations as bases 
of supplies to fall back on. 

Stanley arrived at the Congo, via Zanzibar, in August, 1880, and, 

starting from Boma, he established stations as far as Stanley Pool, 336 

miles trom the sea. Here he was taken ill and returned to Europe, hav- 

ing in the mean time met M. De Brazza, who had explored south and 

east, from the French Territory on the Oqowe River to Stanley Pool, 

making treaties with the chiefs, and claiming sovereign rights for France 
over the territory he had explored. 

Stanley returned to the Congo in January, 1883, continued his work, 

and succeeded in establishing stations as far as Stanley Falls, which 

point was reached in December, 1883. 
~ While this work was being carried on, the Association sent out Gen- 

eral Sir F. Goldsmid to negotiate treaties with the natives, establish 

sovereign rights for the Association, and also to report on the work 

already accomplished. General Goldsmid was desirous of forming a 

| confederation of the native chiefs, on the system of the East India Com- 

pany, and in that way interest the natives in keeping out the French 

and other nations. General Goldsmid was out six months, reached 

Stanley Pool, and then returned to Kurope. 
The troubles and disputes between the French, Portuguese, and 

the Association, was the cause of the convening of the recent Berlin 

Conference, which defined the limits of the territory belonging to the dif: 

ferent nationalities, and ended in the founding of the Independent State 

of the Congo, with the King of the Belgians as the nominal head. 

The greater part of the expenses of the expedition, it is said, have 

been borne by the King, who is reported to have expended $500,000 
per annum, and he has now settled an annuity of $200,000 on the State. 

The flag adopted is a blue field with gold star in center. There are 2? 

revenues of any kind at present. : 
In October, 1885, the Congo State had stations as far as Stanley Falls. 

The expeditions from the Bast Coast have established stations as far 

as M’Palla, on the west side of Lake Tanganyika. All the stations on 

the east side of Stanley Falls have lately been abandoned. 
By the decision of the Berlin Conference, there are to be no tolls oF 

passage dues levied by the State, and no import duties for twepty years. 
Revenues are to be raised by taxes and rents, and by ont duties. 
There is to be religious freedom, and the slave trade is condemned. 

SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT. 

The territory granted to the Congo State, from Banana to Stanley 
Falls, has been divided into four sections or divisions. Hach division 

contains one or more stations or bases of supplies, with small garrison
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at each station, to protect caravans and insure order. Each division 
has a chief or political agent, and the stations have chiefs, with, usually, 
one or more assistants, consisting of a second in command, a commercial 

- agent in charge of stores, and in some cases other white men for general 
duty. At the headquarters of each division there are usually white 
carpenters and blacksmiths, and on the navigable portions of the river 
“one or more engineers for the steamers. The officials are all under the 
Administrator-General, who in turn receives his instructions from the 

gommittee at Brussels. 
he first division of the territory extends from Banana, on the north 

bank, to Manvanga. In this division there are now but three stations, 
viz, Banana, Vivi, and Isanghila. Vivi is the headquarters of the State 
and of the first division. In the absence of the Administrator-General 
the chief of the first division acts for him. 

The second division includes the territory on the south bank, from 
Noki (90 miles from the sea) to the Inkissi River. In the second divis- 
ion are the stations of Matade, Lukungo, and Manyanga South. The 
headquarters are at Lukungo. 

The third division is from the Inkissi River to the head of Stanley 
-Pool. The stations are Leopoldville and Kinchassa; headquarters are 
at Leopoldville. 

_ The fourth division includes all the territory from the head of Stanley 
_ Pool to Stanley Falls, and includes the stations at Kwameouth, Bolobo, 
Equatorville, Bangala, and Stanley Fails. There is no particular 
headquarters for the fourth division, the reserve stores being stowed at 
-Leopoldvilie. 

- On account of the dangerous approaches to Vivi it is proposed to 
move that station farther down the river, and for the same reason Leo- 

poldville is to be moved above Kinchassa, on Stanley Pool. 
._ Since May, 1885, the stations at M’Poso, M’Bauza Mateke Voonda, 
Mapyanga North, Lutété, Kimpoko, Lukelela, and N’Gombe have been 
abandoned, chiefly from want of material for garrison duty. 

> As will be seen by the regulations that I inclose with this report, 
others than the officials I have mentioned are supposed to be in the 
employ of the State. I met no others except in the case of medical 
officers, of whom there are but two, one stationed at Vivi, and one 
attached to the staff of the Administrator-General. 

AGENTS OF THE STATE. 

“ The agents are of different nationalities—English, Belgians, Germans, 
‘Swedes, Italians, and Dutch. Of these the English, Belgians, and 
Bwedes predominate. The present chief of Isanghila Station, I under- 
-8tand, claims to be an American citizen. 

The agents are obli ged tosign a binding contract for three years’ service. 
The Salaries range from $250 to $2,500 perannum. They pledge them- 
selves not to correspond with the press, nor to divulge to any one mat- 
fers concerning the State. All ivory or curios collected must be turned 
ver to the authorities. They pledge themselves not to leave the State, 
‘Dor to enter into other employ until after the expiration of their contract, 
She penalty being forfeiture of double salary. 

,, The State reserves the right to discharge the agent at the expira- 
Mon of one year, in case the Administrator-General reports him incom- 
Ment, The medical officers have authority to send any agent home on 
Medical certificate whenever it may be considered necessary.
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The expenses of travel from Brussels to Vivi and return are borne by 
the State, £6 sterling being allowed for extra expenses. 

Experience has taught the executive committee that as long as the 
nationalities among the agents are so nearly equal in representation, ag 
the English, Belgian, and Swedish now are, there will be constant 
bickerings and jealousies, which naturally obstruct the advancement 
of the work of the State; and it has, I believe, been decided to officer 
the State with Belgians, retaining only such of the other nationalities as: 
have proved themselves especially adapted for the work. 

In September, 1885, the committee sent out M. Jansens (Belgian) 
and a staff of legal assistants. These gentlemen are now engaged in 
drawing up a form of state government, establishing courts of justice; 
and they are to determine in what manner the State can obtain reve- 
nues from its exports, rent of land, &c. MM. Jansens is to relieve Colonel 
de Winten as Administrator-General. 

STATIONS. 

The International Association, from the first, acquired the land for 
stations, &c., by means of binding treaties with the native chiefs, in 
which they made large payments outright, and settled an annuity of 
some £10 sterling on each of the principal chiefs. 

Vivi, Isanghila, Lukungo, Manyanga South, and Leopoldville, the pres- 
ent stations below Stanley Pool, were established by Stanley in 1880. 
The station of Matade, on the south bank, just below Vivi, was not 
completed in October, 1885. __ 

Vivi, on the north bank, 115 miles from the sea, the headquarters of 
the State, is well situated on a high bluff, which commands the Congo 

both above and below the station. There are four large, and several 

small frame houses, the former being used as quarters for the agents, 

the latter for store-houses. The quarters are well furnished and most 

comfortable. oe 
The last mile of the approach to Vivi, by water, is dangerous. The 

whirlpools and strong undercurrent, caused by the Yellala Falls, just 

above, make it hazardous for any but light draught, strong-powered 

steamers to attempt the passage. Vivi will probably be abandoned 

and re-established below the strong water. 
Isanghila is 52 miles above Vivi, and is the last station of the State 

on the north bank of the Congo, until Bangala, on the Upper River. 

Matade, on the south bank, 2 miles below Vivi, is to be the receiving 

depot for all stores intended for stations above Vivi. The caravans of 

natives, from Lukungo, come down to Matade, and transport goods for 

the up-country stations as far as Lukungo. 
Lukungo Station. is about eight days’ march from Matade, and is the | 

central depot of the Lower River. It is situated in the most fertile se 

tion of the cataract region. Near the Mission Station, at Lukung®, 
a large, never-failing spring that supplies the best water on the Congo 

The Valley of the Lukungo is a lovely spot, and strongly contrasts 

with the forbidding aspect of the rest of this region. I was informed 

by the chief, Mr. Ingham, that a good supply of vegetables could be 

raised here if he had the time and labor; but the stations on the Lower 
River are continually occupied with caravans, and, with the limited num 

ber of men at their disposal, they have no leisure for vegetable far 

ing. At the headquarters stations, gardeners are allowed, but not 4 

intermediate stations. At Lukungo a new set of carriers transport the 

goods and stores to Leopoldville. I was much struck with the improve
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ment in the transport service during the four months I was up country. 
The goods now are checked at Lukungo only, and loss can be readily 
traced, and robbery quickly punished, whereas before it was impossible 
to trace the many losses. 
Manyanga South is situated on the south bank of the river, five hours’ 

march above Lukungo. This station receives all goods sent from Vivi, 
via Isanghila. The river is navigable for small steamers and whale- 
‘poats a distance of some 90 miles above Isanghila, and heavy goods are 
usually dispatched by this route. 

Leopoldville, the next in size and importance to Vivi, is about eight 
days’ march from Manyanga, and situated on a small arm or bay off 
Stanley Pool, about a mile above the first cataract of the Livingstone 
Falls. The steamers on the Upper River rendezvous at Leopoldville, 
and it is the receiving depot for men and supplies for that section. 
The approaches to Leopoldville by water are very dangerous, outlying 
reefs are near the entrance of the bay, and the strong current that tends 
down to the cataract makes it extremely dangerous for any but power- 
fal light-draught steamers to attempt the passage in and out. While I 
was at Leopoldville in June, 1885, the En Avant, one of the small launches 
belonging to the State, while crossing to Brazzaville, barely escaped 
being carried over the cataract. The present station is to be aban- 
doned and re-established near the head of the Pool. 

The State was some time in conciliating the natives around Stanley 
Pool, especially N’Galliamo, one of the most powerful chiefs, but finally 
he was brought around, and is now one of the strongest friends it has 
among the natives. . 

Kinchassa Station is situated on Stanley Pool, about midway be- 
tween the head and the first cataract of Livingstone Falls. This is one 
of the best sites on the river. It is-healthy, the soil is fertile, and the 
present chief, Mr. Swinburne, has been very successtul in raising sup- 
plies. I was entertained at dinner, one day at Kinchassa, when we had 
on the table Irish potatoes, onions, radishes, cucumbers, and lettuce, all 
the products of Swinburne’s garden. 

It was at Kinchassa that the French, under M. de Brazza, attempted 
to hoist the French flag, in May, 1884. They were driven off by the 
natives under N’Schulu, the native chief of Kinchassa, Mr. Swinburne, 
chet of the station, leaving the matter entirely in the hands of the 
atives, 
Kwamouth Station, established by Stanley in 1883, is about three 

days above Stanley Pool, and is situated on the left bank of the mouth 
of the Kassai River. This station is destined to be one of the most 
Important on the river, as it will be the outlet for all the trade of the 
Valley of the Kassai. 
Bolobo, five days above Kwamouth, was established by Captain Hans- 

ens (Belgian) in 1882. This station is the commencement of what is 
falled the Byanzi country. It is beautifully situated on a hill well back 
from the river, and is, I think, the healthiest spot on the Congo. The 
fiver at this point is from 10 to 12 miles wide, and the greater part of 
the day a@ most delightful breeze is blowing through the station. The 
‘ou 18 fertile, sweet potatoes, peas, beans, radishes, lettuce, yams, plan- 
ah’ and bananas being raised in abundance. The natives are unre- 
ine the station has been fired twice by them, once in July and again 

for €cember, 1883. In September, 1885, the garrison consisted of but 
Than fighting men, armed with Snider rifles and one small Krupp. 
one Natives are traders, rich, warlike, and will not work.
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Equatorville Station, four days above Bolobo, is in 0° 4’ south latitude, 
on the south bank of the river. It was established by Stanley in J une, 
1883. The soilis fertile, but the gardens do not seem to flourish. The 
natives, both men and women, are willing to work, and are employed by 
the State and missionaries. The supply of native food is variable. 

Bangala, about 500 miles from Leopoldville, is on the north bank of 
the river. The station was first established by Stanley in January, 1884, 
Lieutenant Coquilhat being chief. The natives under King Mateweke 
proved treacherous; so, as his force was small, Stanley temporarily 
abandoned the station on January 9, and removed his people down to 
the Equator. Lieutenant Coquilhat returned with Captain Hanssens 
in May, 1884, and brought with hima garrison of fifty men. They made 
a binding treaty with Mateweke and permanently established the station. 
The Bangalas, or Mangalas, are a fierce, warlike race, and to this date 
some of the chiefs will have nothing to do with the station. Still, the 
moral effect of the presence of the white men with a welJ-armed torce 
has been sufficient to keep them quiet. The soil is good, and sugar. 
cane plantations abound, while the other native food is abundant. The 
station is within 100 yards of the king’s village, but the State is grad- 
ually acquiring the ground and the villages are moving. There are two 
Krupp rifles of small caliber here. 

Between Bangala and Stanley Falls there are no stations. In 1554, 
treaties were made and land bought at Upoto and at Basoko, the mouth 
of the Aroowimi River. At Upoto the land has never been miade use 
of. At Basoko Captain Hanssens, in 1884, on his return from Stanley 

Falls, established a post of three Houssas, but he was no sooner out of | 
sight than two of the Houssas were killed and eaten by the cannibals. 
The third man made his escape to the woods, but was finally recaptured 
and brought back. He was afterwards rescued by the Arabs when they 
attacked and burned Basoko, and by them returned to the State au- 
thorities. | 

This district is the most hostile between Banana and Stanley Falls; 
white men are seldom seen, as the steamers never make more than two 
trips yearly, and frequently but one. Until one or more well-garrisoned 
stations are established in this long hostile stretch, the journey from 

Bangala to Stanley Falls will always be attended by trouble and fighting. 
Stanley Falls Station, situated on Bouki Island, about one-half mile 

below the seventh cataract, was established by Stanley in December, 
1883, and garrisoned with thirtymen. Mr. Benni, a Scotchman, volun- 

teered as chief. The station is a prominent and important ove on ac 

eount of the proximity of the Arab slavers. It is not, however, well 
. situated; fortifications on Bouki Island cannot prevent the Arabs from 

descending the river, and the approaches by water are very dangerous. 

The Henry Reed, although drawing but 17 inches, struck the rocks 
twice within a few hundred yards of the landing. The soil is very rich, 

and rice, potatoes, onions, lettuce, radishes, manice, peanuts, sugal 
cane, corn, and tobacco are easily raised. 

The houses of most of the stations are now made of clay. The frame 
work, of small timber, is first erected, and walls of a peculiar lattice 

- work of bamboo are made. This lattice work is filled in and then cov 
ered with clay, making a solid clay wall. The roof is thatched with 

grass, which it is necessary to renew every six months. The bamboo 

chimbees have been done away with almost entirely. In the interioly 
above Vivi, furniture of any kind 1s a luxury, and white men are oblige 
to depend upon their own resources to improvise chairs, tables, beds, NiCr 
I did not see any station that was not habitable, and certainly as cou
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fortable as could be expected in the interior of Africa; and to a great 
extent it depends upon the white men themselves whether they are com- 

_ fortable or not. 
I was much struck with the fact that in some stations the canned 

provisions are seldom used. The native food, such as goat, fowl, eggs, 
and the products of the garden, are found to answer all requirements, 
and this diet is much more healthy than any other. 

Again, in other stations, the fresh food was never met with, except 
when purchased in small quantities from the natives. At the Stanley 
Falls Station, on my arrival there in August, I found the white men 
living almost entirely on fish; their six months’ allowance of canned 
stores had been consumed in less than four months, and notwithstand- 
ing the fact that their garden would yield good vegetables in abundance, 
none appeared on their table. | 

FOOD. 

All commissary stores are furnished by the State, the agents receiv- 
ing a liberal ration in addition to their salary. Boxes of canned stores 
of all descriptions are sent out by Morton & Co., of England, and Jeune 
& Co.,of Belgium. These stores, in addition to the native food of sheep, 
goat, fowl, eggs, and vegetables, furnish the tables of the stations. I 
noticed fruit, milk, and beef that had been canned in the United States, 
sold in Europe, and resold to the Brussels committee. Portuguese wine, 
or Bordeaux is supplied, one bottle being allowed each man per day. 
Brandy and champagne is supplied in moderate quantities, the latter 
especially being considered invaluable in severe fever cases. | 
From Banana to Stanley Pool the native food is becoming very 

scarce, and the prices demanded are exorbitant for that offered for sale. 
On my journey up country in May, I had no trouble buying all I 

needed. ‘he caravan route passed through several populous villages, 
and all prices were moderate. But on my return in October, I found it 
all changed. The villages were abandoned, and had been moved away 
from the route; it was almost impossible to buy anything except on 
Market days, and then only at greatly advanced prices. In May, from 
four to six eggs could be bought for an empty bottle, but in October 
they could not be bought for any price. 

To the excesses of the Zanzibaris and Houssas much of this trouble 
can be traced. These troops, during their trips up and down country, 
When not in charge of a white man, have in some instances stolen from 

the natives, assaulted the women, &c. There could be no immediate 
redress, as the State troops are always well armed. 

_ As the number of white en increases on the Lower River, the native 
food question will become a serious one. At this date, most of the 
trading houses obtain vegetables and other stores from Europe. The 
Dutch Airican Trading Company, for example, bas a steamer arriving — 
every three months at Banana with vegetables and other stores for all 
the factories belonging to that company. This state of affairs does not 
€xist on the Upper River; there, native food can be had in abundance 
and at moderate prices. | | 

Manioc, sweet potatoes, peas, beans, bananas, and yams are grown by 
the natives throughout the Congo Valley, but not in large quantities 
on the Lower River. 
The State rations its black troops and laborers on rice and manioe, 

with a small allowance of trade ram.or gin when it can be had. The 
Manioc is prepared by the natives, being ground up very fine, wrapped
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in banana leaves and boiled, making a very palatable article called 
chiquango. | 

Pork is raised and eaten by the natives on the Lower River, but it is 
not considered healthy by the whites, and is seldom used. 

TROOPS AND LABORERS. | 

The stations belonging to the State are garrisoned by Houssa troops 
from Lagos and the Gold Coast, and also by Zanzibaris from the island 
of Zanzibar. 

The Houssas are really the military, and are not employed as laborers 
except under certain circumstances. The Zanzibaris are required to do 
the work of the stations, and also to fight when called upon. The 
greater part of the Zanzibaris are slaves of the Sultan of Zanzibar, _ 
although there are some freemen. Both the Houssas and Zanzibaris 
engage to serve the State for three years. Of the Houssas, there are 
now about one hundred and fifty, distributed among the different sta-. 
tions, and some two hundred Zanzibaris. The latter, however, have all 
been withdrawn from the Stanley Falls Station on account of their 
sympathy with the Arabs. 

I met with great discontent, and, in two instances, open mutiny among 
the Houssas and Zanzibaris, brought about by their not being relieved 
and sent home at the expiration of their terms of service. The State 
makes no provision for men detained over their contract, and as the gar- 
risons on the Upper River are seldom relieved on time, there is always 
trouble. At the Equator and Bangala the garrisons were some months 
over their times when I passed up river, and on my return trip the 
Equator people were in a state of open mutiny. | 

The question of men for garrison duty is becoming most serious. No 
more Houssas can be had, and the last lot of Zanzibaris, received just 
before I left the river, were a most worthless set. The freemen do not 
return, and no doubt prevent others from coming by their reports of 
breach of contract, &e. 

The stations on the U pper River have but few people, and I could not 
hear of any steps that had been taken by the committee to supply the 
deficiencies. The Houssas’ terms are all expired, and they should now 
be returning home. 

It will be, I think, an impossibility for the State to maintain its sta- 
tions on the Upper River, unless it can garrison them with a proper | 
force, and in sufficient numbers to command the fear and respect of the 
natives. 

In my opinion, it is not yet expedient to attempt to govern these sav- 
ages by kind treatment. The only thing they respect is power, and, with 
the coming of the white man, they look for wealth and power. 

Below Stanley Pool large garrisons are not necessary. The natives 
are quiet and friendly, and they have seen much more of the whites than 
their brethren on the Upper River. In addition they seem to be an en 
tirely different race of beings, not so powerful and naturally not so bos: — 
tile nor savage. 

The Houssas and Zanzibaris are armed by the State with breecb- 
loading Sniders, and the Winchester magazine gun. At Vivi, Leopold- 
ville, and the stations on the Upper Congo, there are Krupp rifles, of @ 
small caliber, and war rockets. 

The agents of the State are furnished with the Martini breech-loader. 
The punishments administered to the blacks employed by the State 

are imprisonment and flogging.
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_ Native labor is most uncertain. The people can sometimes be per- 
guaded to work, but are most uncertain. Some tribes seem to be more 
industrious than others. On the Upper River, the Equator people are 

- quite willing to work. 
From Banana to Vivi the State employs Kru boys and Kabindas, es- 

pecially for river work. The missions use the Loangos and Kru boys, 
the traders employing all three lots. 

The different gangs of these tribes usually come to the Congo on a 
year’s contract, each gang having a head man, who is responsible to his 
people at home for the safe return of his gang to their country. These 
head men” manage the men at their work, and are held responsible 
by their employers for the good conduct of the men under them. — 

' THE RIVER CONGO AND AFFLUENTS. 

Tne Congo River is navigable from its mouth to Vivi, a distance of 
about 115 miles. As far as Boma (70 miles) vessels can carry 17 feet 
at low water and about 24 feet during high water, that is during the 

_ dry and wet seasons, respectively. Above Boma to Matade, a mile 
' pelow Vivi, from 10 to 30 fathoms can be carried at all seasons. From 

Matade to Vivi, navigation is dangerous, especially in the wet season, 
when the river is high and the current very strong. Then it is that 

_ powerful light-draught steamers are required to stem the current and 
_ push through the whirlpools. 

_ At the northern entrance of the mouth of the Congo is an outlying 
sandbank, on which the wreck of an Austrian bark can still be seen. 
At the entrance of Banana Creek outlying shoals make it impossible 

' for vessels drawing over 18 feet to runinside. A few miles below Boma 
is a shifting sand-bank, called the Mateba Bank, and it is this obstruc- 
pon only that limits the draught of water to 17 and 24 feet as far as 
oma. 
At Vivi the Congo is about one mile wide, and gradually opens out as 

it approaches the sea, until at the mouth it is from 5 to 6 miles wide. 
Until. some distance below Boma the current is very strong, and great 

care must be taken to avoid the rocks. The Ville d’Anvers, a small 
State steamer of 30 tons, was lost just below Boma in July, 1885. She 
Struck a rock and sank in a few moments, those on board, among them 
the Administrator-General, barely escaping with their lives. 
Above Vivi, all navigation is at an end until after reaching Isanghila 

Falls, a distance of about 52 miles. From Isanghila to Manyanga, 90 
miles, the rapids are navigable for light-draught powerful steamers and 
whale-boats, but from Manyanga to Stanley Pool, about 100 miles, large 
cataracts are again met with, and all navigation ceases until after reach- 
ing the Pool. 
Stanley Pool is a large stretch of water, 24 miles long by 17: miles 

wide. The river is about a mile wide at the head of the Pool, and much 
the same width, as it dashes down over the first cataract of Livingstone 
Falls, at the mouth of the Pool. There is one large island, some 13 miles 
long, in the center, and several smaller islands scattered in different parts 
of the Pool. These islands abound in buffalo, elephant, and other game, 
differing in this respect from the other islands of the Congo. | 

Navigation near the mouth of the Pool is dangerous; the current is 
Strong, and rocks, reefs, &c., are met with. Approaching the head, and 
€specially in the vicinity of the north bank, the current is not strong, 
but navigation is greatly impeded by the many sand-banks. The best 
Channel is found on the south side of the Pool, following the land. The 

S. Ex. 77-——2
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channel to the north is shorter; but a steamer drawing more than 17 
inches cannot be sure of getting through. 

From Stanley Pool to within two days of Bolobotheriver varies from 
one to two miles in width. Strong currents, and, in many cases, outlying 
reefs from the rocky points, make it necessary to keep near mid-channel 
both ascending and descending this part of the river. On nearing Bo. 
lobo, the river widens very rapidly, the islands of the Congo commence, 
and sand-banks and snags are met with. _ 

—  Atand near Bolobo the river is from 8 to 10 miles in width, and full 
of islands, both large and small; the current is not strong except in 
rounding some of the points of land. The river at this point has the ap- 
pearance of a vast lake interspersed with many beautiful islands. 

From Bolobo to Bangala the character of the river is much the 
same—an iminense sheet of water, full of islands, large and small, sand- 
banks and snags in abundance, the latter being found about 20 yards 
from the shore. 

The river is shallow except in the wet season, and in the dry season 
frequent stretches of deep water are met with, but after a few miles 
the water will, as a rule, shoal rapidly to one or two feet. The snags are 
dangerous, especially in ascending the river, as it is then necessary to | 
keep to the river banks in order to clear the current. In July, 1888, 
the river had fallen just enough to leave many snags a few inckes below 
the surface, and, notwithstanding the greatest caution, we struck three 
or four times, but fortunately sutfered little damage. Sand-banks 
are met with in all parts, on both banks and in mid-river. The water 
will sometimes shoal without the shehtest warning from several feet to 
a few inches. | 

Above Bangala, until within two or three days of Stanley Falls, the 
navigation is even more difficult than below. The islands are more 

-  pumerous. Sand-banks and snags are everywhere, aud it is only on 
nearing the cataract region of Stanley Falis that the islands and sand- 
bauks disappear and deeper water is found. 

For. some ten hours betore reaching Stanley Falls, the navigation be- 
comes dangerous. On nearing the Falls, rocks and trequent reefs are 
met with, to avoid which 1t is sometimes necessary to cross from one 
bank to another. The approaches to the station are most difficult; a 
strong current sweeps down on a bad reef with force enough to carry 
steamers with it. The Henry Reed struck twice before reaching the 
landing. 

The river gradually narrows from Bangala, where it is about 10 miles 
wide, to Upoto. Here both banks are in sight, the river being from 
3 to4miles wide. Leaving Upoto, it widens gradnally from 6 to 8 miles, 
until the mouth of the Arroowimi River is passed, when the river 
again narrows gradually, until at Stanley Falls it is scarcely one mile 
wide. | 

In navigating the Upper River, it is necessary to feel the way with the 
lead at all times. The river cannot be surveyed so as to make pilotage 
possible, for the sand-banks are continually shifting, and it would be 
necessary to resurvey at least every six months. 

Steamers for navigating the Upper Congo should not draw more than 
17 inches; certainly not more than 2feet. This draught will insure easy 
navigation at all seasons ot the year. In the wet season, the river 1S 

much swollen, and several feet can be carried from the Pool to Stanley 

Falls; but for easy, certain navigation, I should certainly say that 2 
feet draught is the limit. |
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~The Henry Reed draws but 17 inches loaded. We ade our passages 
when the river was not at its lowest point, and even with our light | 
draught we were aground several times, particularly when above Ban- 
gala, each time losing many hours of daylight. 

The State launches draw 3, and some times 34 feet, but they are con- 
tinually meeting with accidents and delays. 

After leaving Stanley Pool, until our return, the lead was in use alk 
the time we were under way. I noticed the soundings carefally, both 
going up and coming down, near both banks, in mid-river, among the 
islands, in fact every place where we wouid be likely to find deep water, 
and I am of the opinion that the most successful way to navigate the 
Upper Congo will be to employ flat-bottomed, stern-wheel steamers 
drawing from 17 inches to 2 feet, with little top hamper, on account of 
the heavy tornadoes, with the machinery on deck, or so placed that 1t 
ean be easily gotten at, the steamer to be driven 9 knots in smooth 
water, with as economical consumption of fuel as possible. Hach 
steamer should carry one bow and one stern anchor, and, if possible, a 
spare one. My own experience was that a stern anchor planted on our 
off-shore quarter saved us frequently from being driven inte the beach 
by the high winds during the tornadoes; the launches having little 
freeboard, it is necessary to anchor close to the shore, as the tornadoes. 
soon raise a sea on the river that would be most uncomfortable if the 
vessel were not sheltered under the land. 

_ At present, there are no surveys of the Congo, nor are there any lights, 
buoys, or beacons, although the State proposes to light and buoy the 
Lower River at an early date. | 

The only pilot on the river is an employé of the Dutch-African Trad- 
ing Company. He is a pilot for the entrance at the mouth of the river, 
and also for Banana Creek. The pilotage is £4 sterling each way. 

— The water of the Congo is a dirty mud color. 

AFFLUENTS. 

- There are many affluents of the Congo, most of them being navigable 
for a short distance. The principal rivers, however, in size, and impor- 
tance for trade, are, first, on the south bank, below Stanley Falls, the 
Loumamil River. This river has been explored by the Rev. George 
Grenfell, of the English Baptist Mission, some 50 miles from its mouth. 
_ Next below on the north bank is the Arroowimi River. Owing to the 
hostile character of the natives, this river has not been explored to any 
extent, but it is reported to be navigable for some distance inland. 
~ The Mobeke River, just above Bangala, has been explored some 70 
miles from its mouth. Next on the south bank, a few miles above the 
Equator Station, are the Louloungo and Ouriki Rivers. These have both 
been lately explored by Mr. Grenfell, who reports the former navigable 
to 22° 32’ east longitude and 0° 10/ north latitude. The Ouriki, or Boriki 
River, Mr. Grenfell traced to 23° 14/ east longitude and 1° i’ south lati- 
tude, he says, ‘leaving it still an open water-way, 100 yards wide, 12 _ 
feet deep, with a current of 200 feet per minute.” Both of these rivers 
are full of islands, large and small. The natives have been found 
friendly on both of these rivers. 
‘In 0° 20/ south latitude, on the north bank, is the Oubangi River, and, 

next to the Kassai River, the greatest affluent of the Congo. Mr. Gren- 
fell has explored the Oubangi to 4° 27’ north latitude, but, at this point, 
he was stopped by the hostile natives, and obliged to turn back. He re- 
Ports clear navigation some miles ahead of his farthermost point. The
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Oubangi varies from one-half to four miles in width, and is full of islands. 
As a rule, the people are hostile; towns are protected by bomas, and, in 
some instances, the trees are fortified. Mr. Grenfell is firmly of the 
opinion that the Oubangi will, when explored, prove to be the Welle of 
Schweinfurth. The knives, spears, and types of natives are much the 
same as those met with by Schweinfurth. The largest affluent thus far 
explored is the Kassai, the mouth of which ison the south bank in 3° 20/ 
south latitude. This was, until recently, supposed to be the Kwa River. 
The Kassai has been explored by Lieutenant Weissman (German army) 
from source to mouth. Weissman reports 500 miles of clear navigation - 
on the Kassai, the valley of which is wonderfully rich. The people he 
found friendly, as a rule, especially in the Bakoubas’ country, some two 
hundred and fifty of whom he brought to Stanley Pool. 

It is estimated that, taking into consideration the result of the late 
explorations, “there is now about 7,000 miles of uninterrupted naviga- 
ble waters of the Congo and its affluents above Stanley Pool.” ‘ With 
14,000 miles of river banks to explore and develop,” Mr. Grenfell says, 
“is there another country in the world with such magnificent water- 
ways? And what a blunder it will be if the nineteenth century does 
not tap them when it can be done by 200 miles or so of railway.” 

| STEAMERS. | 

There are several small steamers on the Lower Congo belonging to 
the different trading houses. These are used to keep up communication 
between the different factories on the river and sea-coast. The State 
has two steamers here, the Ville d’Anvers having been lost in July, 1885. 
The largest of the State steamers is 114 tons, and has a speed of 9 knots. 
Coal is used by all the steamers on the Lower River. 

On the Upper River, the State has one large steamer, the Stanley, and 
three small launches. Of these, the Stanley is a stern-wheeler, drawing 
from 2 to 24 feet; two screw launches, drawing from 24 to 3 feet, and 
one side or paddle wheel launch, drawing 24 feet of water. The English 
Baptists have the Peace, a screw launch, drawing about 20 inches, 
loaded. The American Mission has the Henry Reed, a stern-wheeler, 
drawing 17 inches, loaded. These two mission launches have small but 
comfortable cabins that will accommodaie three or four men. The 
French have two open screw launches, drawing about 2 feet each. 
Whale-boats, rigged for sailing, are used by the State to ply between 
the Equator and the Pool. 

The Stanley was transported from the sea by “sections”, but both 
mission launches were transported by “plates”, and the latter plan 
proved much quicker and more successful in every way. 

On the Upper River the steamers burn wood, and they are obliged to 
earry from ten to twenty men to cut fuel. They seldom run at night, 
and when possible the wood is cut during the night, the men sleeping 
in the day. 

This question of fuel is already becoming serious. While there 18 
plenty of live timber, the dead dry trees necessary to make steam are 
fast disappearing. There were days during my trip that we were not 
able to steam more than one hour on account of the difficulty in obtain- 

.ing fuel. If railway communication is established between the sea and 
Stanley Pool, coal will, of course, solve the fuel question, and the &x- 
pense of running a steamer will not be as great, certainly not any 
greater, than it is at present. As it is now, the wood-cutters must be 
paid and fed, and the necessary saws, axes, &c., provided. But in the
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‘meantime, unless depots for wood are made by killin g a number of trees. 
at different points between the Pool and Stanley Falls, the supply of 
dry fuel will be exhausted in a year’s time, and the steamers obliged to: 
lay up. If the natives could be persuaded to cut and sell wood to the 
steamers, it would be a gain for them as well as for the white men. It 
is only above Bangala that wood can be bought, and then only in smal? 
quantities. 

CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY. 

_ The valley of the Congo from Banana to Boma is a low rich country,. 
with forests of hard wood. There has been no cultivation attempted 
except in the immediate vicinity of the factories, and then only sufficient 
to supply the one or two white men with vegetables. Above Boma, the 
mountainous cataract section commences and continues to the mouth of 
the Kassai River. 

_ The cataract region, more particularly that between Vivi and Stanley 
Pool, is barren, rocky, and desolate, relieved here and there by fertile 
valleys. These valleys, at the end of the wet season, are covered with 
wire grass from 10 to 15 feet high. Perhaps the most fertile spot in 
this long stretch of barren waste is the valley of the Lukungo, about 
midway between Vivi and Stanley Pool. The natives of this section 
raise vegetables in small quantities, but ground-nuts seem to be the 
most successful product, they being used extensively for food. In the 
236 miles between Vivi and Stanley Pool, there are but one or two for- 
ests ; most of the timber met with is dwarfed, crooked, and worthless. 

- Between M’Pallabola and Lukungo, south bank, the country abounds. 
in big game, such as elephant, buffalo, and an animal similar to the an- 
telope. 
» The country bordering on Stanley Pool is much more fertile and is low 
and flat, with occasional large forests. 

_ From the head of Stanley Pool to the mouth of the Kassai River, the 
country on both banks becomes hilly, barren, and rocky, and takes much. 
the same character as the district below the Pool. | 
. From the Kassai River to within 50 or 75 miles of Stanley Falls, the 
valley of the Upper Congo is low, rich, and fertile. The agriculture 
carried on by the natives is most successful, and if properly cultivated 
this section would yield in abundance. I saw immense plantations of 
MInanioc, sugar-cane, yams, bananas, and plantains. | 

The hundreds of beautiful islands of the Congo, some of them 10 to 
20 miles long, are as rich if not richer than the mainland. As a rule 
both mainland and islands are covered with dense forests, in which are 
to be found the rubber, gum capol, palm, and other valuable trees. On 
the mainland are occasional stretches of immense plateaus, which the 
elephant, buffalo, and other game use for feeding grounds. The islands. 
Bbove Bangala are covered with thousands of the valuable oil palm 
tfees. | | 
_ From my own observations, and the reports I received from the ex- 
plorers of the affluents, I should say that the country drained by these: 
side rivers is even richer than that in the immediate vicinity of the 
Congo. Lieutenant Von Francois, of the Weissman expedition, accom- 
panied Mr. Grenfell to the Louloungo and Ouriki Rivers, and reports. 
that the Kassai Valley is even richer than that of the Congo. 
:; The Congo abounds in most excellent food-fish, which forms a staple: 
whos of food on the Upper River. The natives seldom eat the fish 
When fresh, but smoke or dry them. The man-eating crocodile is met 
With throughout the river, and in the region of islands and sand-banks
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the hippopotami are found. Ihave frequently met herds of fifteen or 
twenty of these beasts playingintheriver. If disturbed in their breed- 
ing season, they will attack passing canoes, and sometimes steamers, 
One of the State launches has been badly injured by the tusks of a 
hippo. | | 

On nearing Stanley Falls the rocks and barren hills are ounce more met 
with, but on the whole I think this country is more inviting than that 
between Vivi and Stanley Pool. 

Of the mineral wealth of the Congo Valley there can be no question ; 
the natives of all sections possess iron and copper in large quantities ; 
the knives and spears are made of the iron, and decorated with copper. 
Their brass ornaments are made from the matakos that they purchase 
in trade from the whites. 

I saw no gold or silver; the natives do not place any value on these 
metals. It has been reported that the Arabs have found gold in small 
quantities in the interior, above Stanley Falls. 

SEASONS—HYGIENE. 

On the Congo, the year is divided into two seasons, the wet and the 
dry. The limits of the wet season are from the lst of September to the 
Istof May, with an interval of a few weeks in January without rain. 
The dry season extends through the remaining months of the year from 
May 1 to September 1. 

There are frequent heavy rains during the wet season, with occasional 
tornadoes; the latter are usually from the northward. The atmosphere 
is clear, and the heat intense during the wet season. 

There is no rain during the dry season; the atmosphere is hazy, tem- 
perature low, especially at night, when a blanket is quite necessary for 
comfort. Although May and September are considered to be the usual 
limits of the season, this cannot always be relied upon. My own expe- 
rience was guite different. Ileft Vivi on May 13, and had frequent rains 
until June 4, and again, in October, 1 carried rain with me from Leo- 
poldville to Lukungo, but on arrival at Vivi found there had been no 
rain there. The seasons are later on nearing the equator, where there 
is rain during the entire year, although during the dry season, or the 
dry season months, the tornadoes are much less frequent and not so vio- 
lent as during the wet-season limits. 

The change of the seasons is considered the most unhealthy period 
in the Congo Valley. Butit is necessary at all times to exercise caution 
in order to keep the system free of the malaria. Experience has proved 
that the section of country from Banana to Stanley Pool is the most un- 
healthy for the whites, but from the Pool to or near Stanley Falls there 
has been very little sickness of any kind. In all sections, however, it 
is quite necessary, for the proper preservation of health, to avoid over- 
exposure to the sun, great fatigue, sudden chills, and to restrict one’s self 
to a simple, nutritious diet, with a moderate allowance of good Bordeaux 

or Portuguese wine, spirits to be used in cases of fatigue, wet, or sick- 

ness. The native food, when it can be obtained, is healthier than canned 
provisions. Over exposure to the sun is fatal, also sleeping in a draught 
at night, or without covering over head. 

The malarial fevers on the Congo are of two forms, the remittent and 
the bilious-remittent fevers. The latter is the most fatal type, few white 
men surviving the second attack. In the bilious remittent many of the 
symptoms of yellow fever are met with, such as vomiting blood, yellow 
skin avd eyeballs, bloody urine, &c., but it is not at all contagious. An-



JOURNEY ON ‘THE RIVER CONGO. 23 

other fatal type of fever is aform of low continued fever that gradually but 
surely exhausts the strength of the patient and saps his life out of him. 
The malarial poison also works off from the system in ulcers, xemia, and 
anzmia; the last disease has been found to be particularly fatal among 
the blacks. Dysentery is not unfrequently met with, and in order to 
avoid it care should be taken to properly boil and filter the drinking 
water. 

The cataract region of the valley of the Congo is without doubt very 
unhealthy, but I feel sure that if ordinary precautions were observed 
there would be fewer deaths and not so many invalids sent home. 

I was unacclimated, and traveled through the cataract region during 
what is considered the most unhealthy season of the year, viz, the 
change of seasons. I carried an umbrella, never bathed in the streams, 
avoided excessive fatigue, and on reaching camp, after a day’s march, 
changed my underclothing at once. I dressed and slept in hgbt tan- 
nels, turned in about 8 p. m., and rese at early daylight; slept under 
mosquito curtains; these are absolutely necessary in order to obtain a 
good night’s rest; bathed in my tent before the evening meal, using te- 
pid water. While in the cataract country I took a little quinine or ar- 
senic every day, increasing the dose of quinine when I considered that 
IT had been more than usually exposed to malarial influences. The re- 
sult was that I never had the slightest fever, but enjoyed most excellent 
health during the six months I was on the river. The two white 
men who were to have been my companions to Stanley Pool were care- 
less and did not take the precautions I did; the result was that both 
vere taken ill with bilious fever; one of them barely escaped with his 
ife. 
There are some men so very susceptible to malaria that they would 

never be able to live in the cataract region of the Congo, but I think 
any one with ordinary good health would be able to retain it on the 
Upper River. The records show but one death from bilious fever above 
Stanley Pool, and I met with but one case of remittent fever there. 
One of the missionaries with me was taken ill, but he, unquestionably, 
contracted his fever while making a trip from Lukungo to Leopoldville, 
afew days before we started for Stanley Falls. The present chief of 
the Bolobo Station was always ill when stationed in the cataract coun- 
try; since his transfer to Bolobo he has never had a sick day, and he is 
now in his second year there. 

It has been found that the white women do not stand the climate as 
well as the men. This has been the experience of the missions, but 
none of these lady missionaries have been above Stanley Pool; in fact, 
none of them have been above Lukungo. 

I was informed by Dr. Ralph Leslie, chief medical officer on the 
Congo, that white men seldom suffer with anything more serious than 
remittent fever during the first year, but after one year the system 
becomes enervated, aud fevers assume the fatal bilious type. Two 
years, Dr. Leslie thinks, is as long as a man should remain on the 
Congo without a change. He refers more particularly to the Lower 
River; with the climate on the Upper River it is different. And, in ad- 
dition to what has already been mentioned, Dr. Leslie thinks that a 
moderate amount of work during the day, with some indoor amuse- 
heat at night, is quite necessary in order to keep both mind and body 
ealthy. 

_ The working hours in the territory belonging to the State are from 6 
a.m.’ to 12 m., and from 3 p. m. to 6 p. m.
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Regarding the mortality in the cataract country, statistics show that 
up to June, 1885, the English Baptist Mission had sent out twenty-seven 
men from Kngland. Of this number thirteen have died, some of them 
during the first six months; others have been invalided home. Up to 
the same date, the Livingstone Inland, now the American Mission, had 
sent out forty-five men, sixteen of whom have died, and a number been 
invalided. 1t must be remembered that none of these missionaries had 
ever been out of the cataract country. Of the two missionaries now at 
the Equator Station, one has been on the Congo over three years, and 
the other is now in his second year. 

| As to the mortality amongst the agents of the State, there are many 
conflicting statements, and I could find no statistics. My own observa- 
tion was as follows: 

I passed through the lower cataract country on my journey to the 
Upper River in May and June. On my return, the last of September, 
one agent had died, and fourteen had been invalided home. This was 
in the country between Vivi and Stanley Pool. While on the Upper 
River, I saw but one case of sickness. Three agents were returning 
home, having finished their three years’ contract, and four others had — 
but afew months to serve. Of course there are exceptions; for ex- 
ample, the chief accountant of the State has been on the Congo eighteen 
years without a change. There are many of the traders who have re- 
mained from three to ten years without change, but their lives have | 
been, as a rule, comfortable, plenty of good food, wine, and houses to _ 
live in, and no such hardships as the missionaries and the agents of - 
the State have experienced as pioneers through the cataract region. 

THE CONGO NATIVES. 

The Congo Valley from Banana to Stanley Pool is but thinly popu- 
lated, particularly along the river banks. Above Stanley Pool, and 
especially above Bangala, the country is thickly populated, with large, 
flourishing villages. Between the Arroowimi River and Stanley Falls, 
the country has been laid waste by Arabs, but in September, 1885, the 
people were commencing to rebuild. 

The Baskungas, or natives of the Lower Congo Valley, are a weak, 
indolent, superstitious race, and cannot be compared either in physique _ 
or intelligence with the races of the Upper Congo. 

The State has but little trouble with the Baskungas, the disputes be- 
ing usually settled by “ palavers.” There have been instances when 
it has been necessary to burn the villages, but as a rule the trouble 18 
soon settled. IL notice in an extract from Mr. Tisdell’s report that 
“the traders on the Lower River are in constant fear of attack, &ec.” 
This I am sure is a mistake, as I saw nothing of the kind, nor did I hear 
of it. Some time ago, near Noki, the traders and natives had trouble, - 

which I think was settled by the missionaries without bloodshed, avd 
in regard to the burning of some factories referred to by Mr. Tisdell, i 
has been discovered that this was done by some white employés for 
plunder. The culprits have since been arrested and are, or were, being 

tried at St. Paul de Loando: 
The natives of the Lower Congo are armed with flint-lock muskets, 

but they are almost harmless. They have no idea of markmansbip; 
and it is the exception when a man is killed in their tribal wars. 10 
October, 1885, between M’Bauza Mateke and Vivi, I was in camp with 
nearly six hundred of Makito’s people (one of the most powerful chiefs 

on the Lower River); these people were returning from the coast with
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rum, gin, &c, but, with my native caravan and one other white man, 
IT camped as peacefully among those six hundred natives as I couid 
have done at Vivi. And again, one of the English Mission is living 
alone at Lutété, and has been so for months, the nearest white man 
being 50 miles from him. The agents of the State never travel with a 

| guard in the lower coyntry, and the State limits its caravans to enough 
' people for the transportation of their camp-equipage only. As far as 

I could learn, there is no case on record during the last two years where 
- ag white man’s caravan has been molested on the Lower River. Zanzi- 
-  baris and Houssas traveling are sometimes seized, flogged, and tied ap 

in the villages, but an investigation will usually develop the fact that 
they have been stealing food or assaulting women, and the man richly 
deserves all he gets. The mails from Vivi to Stanley Pcol are sent in 
charge of two Houssas, and have never been interfered with. 

' The Baskungas are superstitious to the last degree; they rely for . 
protection on their fetich charms, and the medicinemen of the tribes 
have great influence. On the death of any person of note in the vil- 
lage, the poison test is used. The medicineman designates the man or 

- woman suspected of causing the death, by charms or witchcraft. The 
- poison is administered, and if it acts as an emetic that signifies inno- 

cence; if, on the contrary, it kills, the guilty one is punished. 
In some instances the laws of the Baskungas are very stringent. 
Stealing from each other is punished by death. Fighting or disorder 
in the market places is seriously punished, and if a fire-arm is used the 

_ punishment is death. | 
_ The market place, which usually covers some acres of ground, is used . 
as the place of execution, and it is not an unusual sight to meet a skel- 
eton hanging and bleaching in the sun on the outskirts of a market, or 
to find a broken musket driven into the ground, which marks the spot 

_where a man has been buried alive to his throat, his brains dashed out, 
then covered and the musket driven into his body. All this to serve _ 

_ a8 @ warning to others not to use fire-arms in the market place. 
The native food of the Lower Congo Valley is principally peanuts and 

chiquango (made from the manioc root). On market days, fowl, eggs, 
goat, and pork may be bought, and (in small quantities) sweet potatoes, 
‘peas, beans, onions, and bananas. | 

As arule, I did not find the Lower Congo people intemperate; the 
native drink is malafu or palm wine, which, when fresh, is not at all 
intoxicating. They are fond of rum and gin, and these articles will go 
much further in trade than either cloth or beads. The native caravans , 
demand rum or gin as a portion of their pay. 

The women can sometimes be induced to work in the gardens of the 
Stations, but I never saw Baskunga men employed at either a factory 
or astation, except as carriers in acaravan. The men are usually found 
hanging around the villages, drinking, perhaps, never doing any work; 
they leave all that for their women. Sometimes fights will occur with 
Other tribes, but these are generally bloodless; to kill a man is the 
exception. | 

The women are slaves, there being no marriage laws, although, when 
- Once a woman is taken by a man, she is faithful to him. 

_ The Baskungas cannot berelied upon even as carriers; they are always 
most capricious and troublesome. 
Above Stanley Pool, and more particularly above the mouth of the | 

Kassgai River, the natives are an entirely different race buth physically 
4nd intellectually. The greater part of these people are traders, and 
rich; they own many slaves; in fact, a chief populates his villages with 

S. Ex. 1——40 , i,
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' glaves, the freemen of the village being the members of his own family, 
A singular fact is that slaves can in turn own slaves; in fact, the men 
are more like retainers than slaves; the women bear that burden. ° 

From the Kassai to the Louloungo River, the natives are known ag 
: the Byanzis; they are a tierce, warlike people, and constantly at war 

with each other. e 
The Byanzis, arouud the Bolobo District, are a rich, powerful, warlike 

people; they gave the State considerable trouble when the station was 
first established, going so far as to fire on Stanley’s steamers, but now 
they seem to be reconciled and friendly. They are continually fighting 
among themselves, especially the tribes above and below the station. 
This section is thickly populated, the villages well situated, and the 
gardens in a most excellent state of cultivation. a 

From Bolobo to the Lukelela District there are only a few scattered 
fishing camps. The section at Lukelela is well populated by a more 
quiet people than the Bolobo Byanzis. Since Stanley first established 
the station here in 1883, there has never been the slightest trouble with 
the natives. The station was abandoned in August, 1885. 

About three days above Lukelela is the N’Gombe district, a popu- 
ious section, people friendly, and anxious to trade. The villages are 
situated on high land with prosperous gardens back of them. 

One day above N’Gombe is the well populated Irebu District. The 
principal town is at the confluence of the N’Tumba River with the 
Congo. The Irebu people are the most prosperous traders on the river, 
and, like the Bolobo, people are continually making trading trips to Stan- 
ley Pool. I have passed thirty of their large trading canoes in one 
afternoon coming from Stanley Pool. They are a fierce, warlike tribe, 
and although no open rupture has ever occurred between them and the 
whites, they are looked on as unreliable. | 
Two days above Irebu is the Equator District. These people are 

much the same as the Bolobo Byanzis; and at the first founding of the 
station they gave considerable trouble. A few weeks before my arrival 

at the Equator there had been a small fight with one of the tribes, but 

it was soon settled with the loss of one Zanzibari. Each village of this 

- gection is independent and yields obedience to its own chief only. 

These people are not rich, and are more willing to work than those of 
any of the other districts on the river. Both men and women are en- 
ployed by the station and mission. : 

Two days above the Equatcr is the Louloungo District, the principal 
town being at the confluence of the Louloungo River with the Congo. 
The people here are friendly, and wish to trade. Their villages are well 
situated back from the river. The Byanzi people end at this point. It 
has been reported that cannibalism exists as far down as Irebu, but I 
saw no traces of it. | 

From the Louloungo up, scattered fishing villages are met with. The 
towns of the Bolombo District, on the south bank, are the only towns 
until Bangala is reached. The Bolombo people are very poor, and are 
a branch of the Bangalas or Mangalas. | 

The principal portion of the Bangala District is, on the north bank, 
about eight hours above Bolombo. It isarich, populous, well cultivated 
section. The people are fierce and warlike, and have given the State 
continual trouble. They are cannibals. Of this I have had postive 
proof. Next tothe Arroowimi people they are the most powerful on the 
river, and are continually engaged in tribal wars. They command the 
river in the vicinity of their district, and native traders are not permil- 

- ted to ascend or descend without paying tribute. The King Mateweke
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ds an old man, and his power nominal. The chiefs of the villages being 

younger, pay but little attention to his wishes. The Bangalas are very 

. intemperate; it is a rare thing to find the chiefs sober. The favorite 

drink is a sort of rum made from the sugar-cane, which is grown in 
large quantities. 
Between Stanley Pool and Bangala, the south bank, belonging to 

the Congo State, is more thickly ‘populated than the north bank, which 
is French territory. The tribes on the north side of the river have their 
villages more in the interior, back from the river. The south bank 
natives appear to be the richer and more powerful of the two. 7 

Above Bangala both banks are thickly populated by rich, powerful | 
tribes, each village being independent, yielding obedience only to its 
own chief. The people become more hostile as you ascend the river ; 
they seem to be continually on the alert, very suspicious, and treacher- 
ous. The war-drums are kept going all night, and, in fact, the greater 
part of the country above Bangala seems prepared for war. We had the 
greatest difficulty buying food in this section, and from the 5th to the 
20th of August we were obliged to depend almost entirely upon our 
canned provisions. Our blacks we fed on bananas and plantains, a 
supply of which we laid in at Bangala. The people in this section are 
cannibals, and, although more fierce and warlike, they appear more de- 
graded, and are not the equals, physically, of the Byanzis. | 

~ The most populous districts above Bangala are the Upoto, six days, 
and the Yembinga, ten days, above, on the north bank; the Yalulema 
District, twelve days above, on the south bank. The Arroowimi District, 
sixteen days above Bangala, includes the villages in the vicinity of the 
Arroowimi River on both banks of the Congo. Many large flourishing 
villages are met between these principal districts ; in fact, it-was the ex- 
ception for a day to pass, above Bangala, that we did not sight one or 
more powerful towns. | | 

At the Monongeri Channel and Arroowimi I found it impossible to 

pass peaceably, and, as before stated, I was attacked in both places in 
broad daylight. | 
- Above the mouth of the Arroowimi River the Arab slavers had de- 

stroyed every village to within twenty-four hours of Stanley Falls, and _ 
the people were living in canoes; in some instances, they were trying to 
rebuild. The few undisturbed towns near Stanley Falls were friendly 
with the Arabs, and one or more well-armed men were seen on the beach 
‘In front of the towns. 

_ On nearing the cataract region of Stanley Falls,.the natives appear to 
deteriorate rapidly. Ifound them heavy, less intelligent, and evidently 
much inferior to the tribes lower down. : 

At Stanley Falls the people live by fishing. They are very expert in 
the management of their canoes in the rapids below the cataract. 

_ In the immediate vicinity of the Falls there appears at presenc to be 
but little cannibalism. : | 
Between Bangala and Stanley Pool the natives are not hostile, but 

are most anxious to trade, and at most seasons there is no difficulty 
buying food. Above Bangala, however, one meets at once with hostile, 
Suspicious people. This state of affairs, no doubt, is due to the fact that 
the influence of the white man is not sufficiently felt in this region, there _ 
being a stretch of 500 miles without stations or white men; and also 
the reports that have been brought down concerning the work of the 
Arabs have left the people in a most excited state. And then, again, 
these people are cannibals and may require more severe lessons than 
the Byanzis. - |
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I met the most hostile tribes about midway between Bangala and 
Stanley Falls, and near the limits of the Arab raids. This, I found, . 
agreed with Mr. Deane’s experience. 

The Zanzibaris, in the employ of the State, are clothed like the Arabs, 
and the natives naturally imagined that they were on the same errand ; 
in fact, they told us that we were the same as the Arabs, and nothing 
would shake their belief. 

The last raid of the Arabs had not been successful. This fact was 
known to the natives, and encouraged them to attack passing strangers. _ 

Near one village of the Yembinga District we were surrounded about 8 
p.m., and threatened by savages that we had been trading with only afew 
hours before. While alongside in their canoes, they found that we did 
not have the usual fighting force on hand, and decided to attack. They 
are very treacherous, and I am firmly convinced that there will never 
be peace on the river between Bangala and the Falls until these natives 
have received severe lessons and one or more stations have been estab- 
lished in that hostile stretch of country. Ascending theriver, the moral __ 
effect produced by the station at Stanley Falls could be seen by the 
difference in our reception by the natives when some 75 miles from the 
Falls; and the same was noted when nearing Bangala. 

The effect of the presence of the whites on the Arabs themselves can 
be appreciated when it is known that their work of destruction was not 
commenced until they were more than twenty-four hours clear of the 
station, and they stopped before nearing the vicinity of the next white 
man at Bangala. 

The people from Banana to Bangala wear both native and European 
cloth around the loins, the women being covered to above the breasts. 
The women of Bangala wear grass dresses 2 feet long over the hips, and 
no cloth. From two days above Bangala to within a few days of Stan- 
ley Falls, little or no European cloth is met with. The women and chil- 
dren are, as a rule, totally naked; the men wear a “breech cloth” of 
native make. In the vicinity of Stanley Falls both European and na- 
tive cloth is worn by men and women. 

The huts or chimbecs of the Congo natives differ but little from Ba- 
nana to the Falls. In some instances, above Bangala, I noticed there 
was a foundation, or part wall, of some 2 feet of clay. The frame- 
work is timber, the walls of bamboo, and the roof thatched with grass; 
they are strongly built to resist the tornadoes and are water-proof. 

From Banana to the Upoto District, the natives are armed with flint- 
lock muskets, knives, and spears, bows, poisoned arrows, and shields. 
Above Upoto, until within twenty-four hours of Stanley Falls, the same 
arms are met with except the flint-lock musket. In the vicinity of the 
Falls, the Arabs have armed the natives with breech-loading arms. 
This, no doubt, has been done to secure them as allies in the event of 
trouble with the whites. It is a well-known fact, and one acknowledged 
by the agents at the Falls, that in case of trouble between the Arabs and 
the State, the Stanley Falls natives would take sides with the Arabs. 
The experiment is now being tried of enlisting the Bangala warriors for 
duty at Stanley Falls Station; the scheme promises to be successful. 

The system of war and alarm-signals is perfect. The large ‘tom — 
tom,” to be found in the center of every village, can be heard for miles, 

and we always found, above Bangala, that the villages ahead of ¥8 
knew of our presence on the river before we hove in sight. ‘ 

From Banana to the Falls one meets with superstition, especially 
among the Baskungas, but I never saw or heard of worship of any 12 d 
The native depends for protection upon his inkissi and fetich charms, 4?
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he consults them for or against rain, success in war, &c., but he does 
not worship them. 

On the occasion of a death among the tribes that have fire-arms, 
constant firing is kept up for days, during which time the body is un-— 
buried, and, among the Byanzis, the death-dance and sacrifice is prac- 
ticed. | | 

In case of the death of a rich man, a number of his favorite slaves | 
- are designated to follow him to the grave. In case the dead man 

_ failed to choose his companions, that duty devolves upon the chief of — 
the village. The belief is that it is necessary for a man to take his 
 glaves and other wealth with kim to the new world he has gone to. 

‘T witnessed a death dance at Bolobo, on which occasion two women 
and two men were killed and buried with their master. Lieutenant 

- Leibrecth, the chief of Bolobo, told me that at present he was power- > 
less to prevent this. On one occasion, he had ransomed a condemned 
slave, but another was at once substituted for the oneransomed. This _ 

- gacrifice is a part of the religion of the Byanzis and they cling to it 
tenaciously. | | 
_In the cannibal section, on the death of the master, a certain number _ 

of his slaves are killed, half are eaten by the tribe, and the others 
buried with the master. While the feast is going on, the dancing and 
drinking is kept up night and day. During my first visit at Bangala, 
a death feast was going on; at this time ten slaves were killed; five of 
them were eaten. I was told that these savage customs existed at 
Kinchassa and other villages on Stanley Pool, when the stations were — 
first established there, but if practiced at all now it is very carefully 
concealed. | 

- From Banana to Bangala the natives respect treaties that they have 
entered into, particularly if the chiefs have gone through the ceremony 
of making “ blood-brothers” with the white man; above Bangala, no 

' treatyis binding. For example, Captain Hanssens, after going through 
the. blood brotherhood ceremony with the chief, established a post of 
three Houssas at the Arroowimi River, but his boat was no sooner out 
v Sight than two of the Houssas were killed and eaten by the canni- 
-bals. a 

I do not think that the Congo native is, as a rule, long-lived... Above 
Stanley Pool old men and old women are seldom met with. In the six 
months I was on the Congo, I did not meet ten people of either sex that 
I should have judged to be over sixty years of age. King Mateweke, 
of the Bangalas, is the oldest native I saw, and I don’t think he was 
over seventy years of age. | 

The native food of the Upper Congo is the manioc, chiquango, ba- 
nana, plantain, yams, sweet potatoes, peas, and beans, with goat, sheep, . 
fowl, and duck. I saw no pork above Stanley Pool. Dried or smoked 
fish are consumed in large quantities. . 
-_ Until reaching the Arab village of Nyangwe, eighteen days above 
Stanley Falls, no beasts of burden or any domestic animals, except the 
cur dog, are met with. The State, has, at great expense, imported 
horses, mules, and donkeys, for transport work in the cataract country. 
None of these animals live more than one year, most of them dying 
during the first few months. The State is now experimenting with 
bullocks. I don’t think that any of these animals will have trouble | 
above the Pool. However, the experiment has never been tried. In 
the cataract region, where these beasts are most needed, there is lit- 
Ue or no pasturage for them, the “wire grass” being totally unsuited 
for that purpose, so that it is a great expense and trouble keeping the
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animals properly fed and cared for, which, I think, will account for 
much of the mortality among them. os 

It is the custom in the Congo Valley for the white men to give 
‘‘dashes” (gifts) to a chief on passing through the village. The value 
of the gift depends upon the importance of the chief. The chief wil} 
always return a small present of some fowl or a goat. | 

. a 

| MISSIONS. —— | 

The missionary societies now established on the Congo are the En. 
glish Baptist, the American Baptist, late Livingstone Inland, the 

French, German, and Belgian Roman Catholics. | 

The English Baptists have their main station at “‘ Underhill,” on the 
south bank of the Congo, a few miles below Vivi. Their other stations. 
are three in number, the one at Leopoldville being the last established, 

The American Baptists have their main station at M’Pallabolla. The 
other stations are five in number; the last one established is at the 
Equator Station, on the Upper Congo. : | 

The Protestant missions are all established on the south bank of the 
Congo. | - 

The French Roman Catholics have their principal station at Boma, 
There are three other stations, the last one being a few miles below 
Brazzaville. This mission has purchased land, and is about to estab- 
lish a station at’the Equator. 

Both the German and Belgian Roman Catholics are now. locating. 
The former were to go to Bangala, but in October, 1885, neither society 
had definitely settled its location. | : 

The two Protestant missions were the first to penetrate to Stanley 
Falls, and have established as far as the Equator. As regards the 
work accomplished, it is, as yet, too early to judge. Both missions 
have boys and girls under instruction, and, as fast as the missionaries. 
acquire the native language, they themselves work in the villages. 

Great difficulty is met with, on account of the unwillingness of the 

chiefs to allow the boys and girls to betaken by the missions, unless 

they are paid for them. In most cases, the missionaries are obliged to 

pay a monthly tribute for the child, or purchase the child outright. In 

some instances, the latter plan has been adopted, and the children are 

to be set free at a proper age. | | 
The boys grow up to be most useful; they are taught the different 

trades, such as carpenters, blacksmiths, &c. One boy belonging to the 

American Mission has been taught to run and care for the engines of 

the Henry Reed, and is of great assistance to the missionaries. 

The missions follow the plan of the State and obtain their canned 

goods from Europe. The French missions seem to be an exceptions. 

they are very successful, and are nearly self-supporting. _ 

The land used for the different stations is leased from the State ata 

rental of £10 yearly. Each station has acquired from two to three 

acres. The missionaries pledge themselves nottoengage in trade. The 

work of the mission is carried on by Loangos and Kru boys, they being 

engaged to serve for one year. | | 
With the exception of the Zanzibaris and Houssas, employed by the 

State, and the Arabs at Stanley Falls, I met no Mohammedans. This 

sect has not, as yet, reached this section, although it is found in almost 

all other parts of Africa. 
From my own observation, and the information I gained from the 

missions, I do not believe that the Congo native has any form of wor:
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ship; each man, woman, and child has his or her own special “inkissi,” 
or fetich charm, which is supposed to protect and do everything good 
for the owner. There are medicinemen in all villages, but as for wor- 
ship in any form whatever, I have never seen or heard of it. They be- 
lieve that after death the person assumes the same form in another 
world, where he will require his slaves and other wealth that he pos- 
sessed in this life. | 

| Missionaries should under no circumstances go to the Congo, except 
they go as members of one of. the missions already established, or with 

- means and authority to establish a new mission that can look for per- 
— manent support to some sect or society at home. A sad example of the 

| absurdity of sending missionaries with no provision for their establish- 
~ ment was related to me by a Mr. Gerrish, who was one of six men sent 

— out from the Twenty-third Street Tabernacle, New York City, Rev. A. 
8B. Simpson. These men left New York in November, 1884, with $500 

— each; this sum was to transport them to the Congo, establish them 
and support them. They were members of the “taith-curing” sect. | 
They had no letters, and they never heard from their church. Their 
$500 was soon exhausted. Some of their number were taken sick, 
but refused all medicine until one died; then they were persuaded to. 
try the medicines. In fact, they were totally unfit and unprepared to 
jive in the country. Finally, after being supported by the charity of 

- the other missions for some months, they were all provided a passage 
_ to Europe by the English Baptist Society, excepting Mr. Gerrish, who 
- was received intothe American Mission. ‘This sort of thing will always. 

happen unless the religious societies are made to understand that it is. 
, useless to send missionaries to the Congo unless they are supplied with 

ample means for establishment and for permanent support; should they 
neglect this provision, they are sending their people to certain death, un- 

- Jess they are succored by the charity of other missionaries, who can ill 
afford the double burden. 

. COMMERCIAL. 

—-. Phe old established trading firms on the Congo are the Dutch-Afri- 
» ean Trading Company, of Rotterdam; the Congo and Central African 

Company, of Liverpool; Hatton & Cookson, of Liverpool; Hamburg 
African Trading Company, of Hamburg; Dumas Bereux & Co., of Paris, 

— and a Portuguese firm. 
: The factories or trading stations of these firms are not confined to — 
- the Congo, but are scattered up and down the coast and nearly 150 

miles inland. The Dutch-African Trading Company, the largest and 
-. Most important of all the firms, has factories for 300 miles above and 

800 miles below the mouth of the Congo, and for 100 miles inland. | 
: The factories on the Congo proper are established as far as Matade, 

~  a@mile below Vivi, on the south bank, and from this point down, princi- 
pally on the south bank, are found factories of all the firms. 

| The Dutch, the Congo and Central African, and the French have their 
- head factory at Banana. Hatton & Cookson are at Ponta de Leuba, _ 

a few miles below Boma, and the Portuguese firm is down the coast at 
Ambriz. The Dutch house had, in October, 1885, sent one of its agents 

| e the interior, with instructions to establish factories on the Upper 
“River. 

The Dutch house always has from 2,000 to 3,000 tons of coal on hand, 
. and will supply steamers at a reasonable rate; this firm has also opened. 

 & good hotel at Banana. | |
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The Dutch-African is the leading trading-house on the river, the Eng. 
lish firmof Hatton & Cookson ranking next in importance; this house 
has factories well up the Gaboon and Agawe Rivers. 

Kach trading firm has small steamers, sloops, &c., running from Ba. 
| nana up the Congo, and up and down the coast. The Dutch house, and 

‘Hatton & Cookson have their own freight steamers running from: Ba. 
hana and the Gaboon River, respectively, to Europe. The other firms — 
depend on the regular steamer lines for transportation of freight. 

All the trading firms appear to be in a flourishing State, although 
their head agents are unanimous in saying that trade is dull, &e. The 

_ Dutch house, I was told by a stockholder, pays from 10 to 15 per. cent, 
yearly, and I know that the trade in ivory on the Lower Congo is far 
greater than it has ever been before. 

| EXPORTS. | 

The principal article of export at present from the Cougo proper ig 
Ivory, but, when developed, the Upper River will yield paim nuts, palm. 
oil, gum capol, cam-wood rubber, ebony, iron, and copper. Ground. 
nuts, if cultivated, can be raised in quantities in many parts of the dis. 
trict on the Lower River. Most of these exports are now contributed by 
the factories along the coast, and, in addition, beeswax is sent up from 
the south. a 

The bulk of the ivory on the Congo comes from the Upper River and 
its affluents. The ivory wealth of the latter has been but little drawn 
on, and there must be considerable yet in store. The elephants are re. 
ported to be in large numbers. Until the last six months the bulk of 
the ivory was not brought to the Lower River, but was carried from 
Stanley Pool, via San Salvador, to the Portuguese and other firms at 
Ambriz. - ! 

Ivory is brought down in large canoes by the Byanzi tradersto WF wa 
and Kimpela, on the north bank, and to Kinchassa and Kritamo, on the 
south bank of the Pool. The chiefs of these towns buy from the Byan- 
zis, paying in matakos, cotton goods, flint-lock guns, powder, crockery, 
and gin. These articles had been brought to the Pool by the Wazam- 
bos, a tribe from the neighborhood of Ambriz. The Wazambos, in turn, 
bought from the Pool natives, and carried the ivory to San Salvador; 
they would be met here by middlemen, composed of Portuguese half. 
breeds and chiefs of the towns on the coast. These middlemen would 
buy from the Wazambos and sell to the trading-houses at Ambriz. 
This system of trading has been carried on for years. The ivory for 
the north-bank towns was carried down to Lutété’s and Makito’s dis- 
tricts, these chiefs acting as middle-men. The trip to the coast, via San 
Salvador and return, would take a caravan about six months. 

In 1884, the Administrator-General decided, if possible, to divert the 
trade from the San Salvador route, and arrange so that the Pool natives 
could carry their own ivory via Makito’s and M’Bauza-Mateke to Augu- 
Augu, on the Lower River, below Vivi. This plan would do away with 
middlemen, and the chiefs at Stanley Pool would derive all benefits by 
being able to trade directly with the factories. The round trip could 
be made in three months, half the time taken by the old route. 

It was necessary for the Stanley Pool chiefs to arrange with Makito, 
in order that their caravans might pass unmolested through his coun- 
try. To accomplish this, the State sent an armed escort with the chiefs 
down to meet Makito and Lutété. Arrangements were then made fora 
trial by the proposed new route. A large ivory caravan started in
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March, 1885, and, after a most successful trip, returned to the Pool in 

June, where they were received with great rejoicing. This successful 
‘ourney was the signal for an entire revolution in the trade; that from 
the Upper River, and from many places in the interior, being directed 
via the territory of the Congo State to Augu-Augu. Makito, with the 

ivory from the north bank, also turned to the new route. 
There has been an enormous increase in the ivory trade at the mouth 

of the Congo during the last few months. For example, in May, 1885, 
I made the journey from Vivi to Stanley Pool and did not meet one 

ivory caravan. In October, 1885, I made the return trip. I met six 
nundred of Makito’s people returning from Augu-Augu, and traveled 
sn company with several large caravans en route for the coast, among 

them being four hundred and fifty Kinsuku people with ivory. These 
people have heretofore been very hostile, not willing to trade pr have 
any intercourse with the whites. — 
~~ On the two last trips, the Dutch-house steamer for Europe has car- 
ried 25 tons, and 23 tons, of ivory, the greater part of this coming from 
Augu-Augu, on the Lower River. This was the ivory trade of a single 
irm in six months’ time. — 

. As before stated, none.of the many natural products of the valley of 

the Upper Congo have been developed, but it must be remembered that 
it was only nine years ago that Stanley made his first trip down the _ 
Congo, and Vivi was not established until 1880. And considering the 

- many difficulties of disease, rough country, and hostile natives, the As- 
sociation first, and Congo State later, have certainly made great progress 
in the work of opening up this part of Africa, which, of course, must be 
accomplished before anything can be gained from the natural wealth. 

Tribal wars have but little effect on the native trade; they are of 
short duration, and are soon settled either by “palavers” or through the 
intervention of the State authorities. | 

ARTICLES USED IN TRADE. | 

Between Banana and Lukungo, on the Lower Congo, the chief arti- 
cles used in trade are different colored handkerchiefs, cotton cloth of 
different qualities, such as stripe, check, &c., case-knives, rum, gin, 
guns (flint-lock), powder, and cheap crockery. _- 
From Lukungo, and until reaching Lutété, in addition to the cloth, a 

blue and white bead is used, and is regarded as a sort of standard. 
Above Lutété, the blue and white beads disappear, and matakos take 

their place; these are one-seventh-inch brass wire, cut in lengths of 22 
inches below the equator, and 24 inches above the equator. Each ma- 
‘ako is valued at 5 cents in trading with the natives. The matako is 
che standard for all trade from Lutété to Stanley Falls. Above the 
Pool, cowries (shell), small white beads, and red and blue sarelist (blan- 
keting), are used in addition to the articles already mentioned. To this 

_ may be added empty bottles, empty cans, fancy caps, colored umbrel- 
las, brass bells, &c. In fact, almost anything that is likely to attract 
the attention of the native can be used in trade; brass tacks and nails 
are frequently in great demand, especially on the Upper River. 
Handkerchiefs are about 18 inches square, of all colors and patterns; 

each piece contains twelve handkerchiefs; they are sold separately or 
by the piece. Cloth is sold by the fathom, or long (a long is 3 fathoms). 
Beads are sold by the string; 100 on each string. oo 

In trade there is seldom any fixed price. When trading with natives, 
_ there is usually 100 per cent. added to the value of the article, whichis - 

. S. Ex, 77——3 |
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increased in proportion to the demand, sometimes reaching 300 per cent, 
or 400 per cent. I have sold empty bottles for an equivalent in. fogg 
that would usually call for 15 matakos. a! 

In August, 1885, the following were the prices (per pound) of ivory 
at the Bangala district: | 

Matakosg, 

Tusks from 10 to 15 pounds. .- .... ---- e220. eee een e cn enn cece e teen ee ee eee 1h to 
Tusks from 20-80 pounds... --.. ++. eee eee eee eee cee nee cece ee eee eeneeee 2 Q 
Tusks from 30 40 pounds..... .....--- 2-2 eee ene cee eee eee eee ee eee BG 
Tusks from 40 60 pounds. .-.. ~--- e220 eos eee ween ee eee cee ee eee ences 4g 
Tusks from 60 upwards. .. 2... 022. 2222 cece cone cee ne cece en ce cee ce ces ween 6 

* The above is the standard, but the tusk is not always paid for ip 
matakos, but, with matakos fora standard, the other articles I have mep. 
tioned are used. The price of ivory on the Congo, above Bangala, ang 
on the affluents, is usually less than that at Bangala. The currency aj 
Stanley Falls is an iron ax made by the natives, and is the only thing 
they will receive. 

COMMUNICATION WITH EUROPE. 

There are at present three monthly European steamer lines that call 
at the mouth of the Congo, viz: The West African Steamship Com. 
pany, of Liverpool; the Hamburg Line; and the Portuguese Line from 
Lisbon. 

The first line calls allalong the west coast of Africa, and takes some 
fifty days to make the passage from Banana to Liverpool; while the 
Portuguese calls at few ports, and occupies twenty days from Banana 
to Lisbon. All lines carry the mails. | | os 

- The State has lately entered into a contract with the Portuguese _ 
line to run a monthly mail steamer to Boma, and a freight steamerevery 
three months to the same port. | : 

There are no wharfs or docks above Banana, except at Boma, and 
these will not answer for large steamers. As the trade increases, and 
steamers run up the river for freight, it will be necessary to have sub- 
stantial wharfs or docks. This not only for convenience, but more par: 
ticularly for safety, as in most parts of the Lower Congo the current is 
too strong and the holding ground much too uncertain for vessels to. 
lay at anchor, even if the violent tornadoes did not add to the danger, 

| PROPOSED RAILWAY. 

The survey for a railway between Boma and Isanghila, on the north 
bank, has been made by Belgian engineers, and the route reported prac- 
ticable. The highest point is 250 meters, about 750 feet, above the level 
of the Congo, with a rise of 9 degrees to a meter. “ 

It is proposed to construct the railway from Boma to Isanghila, there 
connect with steamers, which can safely navigate as far as Manyanga, 
continuing the railway, via the south bank, to the Pool. 

On the south bank, above Manyanga, the greatest obstacles will be 
encountered. The country here is very irregular and mountainous} 
there are two large, and many small streams to cross, and no proper 
timber to draw on. The question of procuring hard timber for sleepers 
that will successfully resist the ravages of the white ant will, I think, 
prove a serious one, and I should not be surprised if it be found necessary 
to use iron sleepers.
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If the railway is once constructed on the south bank, it will require — 
constant expenditure to keep it in repair. The soil is not firm, and in 
the rainy season there are frequent washouts. I passed many places on 
the side hills where the earth had literally “caved in”, and for the reason 
that the soil could not stand the heavy rains. 

The question of labor will have to be solved; the whites will not be. 
able to do the work, and the natives cannot be depended on. The neces- 
sary and constant exposure to the sun and weather would be fatal to 
white men. The region to be traversed by the proposed railway is the 
most unhealthy of the entire Congo Valley, and in order to successfully 
complete the work there it will be necessary to import the Chinese, or 

--_India coolie; either of these people will stand the climate, and be able 
to carry on the work. 

The Congo Railway Company has already been formed and is com- 
posed mainly of English capitalists. The work of constructing the 

_ yailway to Isanghila is to be started at once. 
From an article by Mr. Stanley, in the London Times, on the Cango 

Railway, and also in an interview I had with him in London, I learned 
that the Congo State guarantees “ that the sum of $50,000 will be the 
minimum annual sum which it will expend on the State traffic for the 
period of ten years after the completion of the railway to Stanley Pool.” 
It also guarantees to the company “ 40 per cent. of the gross customs rev- 
enue from export duties until the railway will be able to show 6 per 
cent. dividend on the capital subscribed.” The lands needed for the 
railway, ports, landing places, yards, &c., besides a munificent acreage 
for every mile of railway constructed, will be given free of payment or 
tax. ‘The best influence of the State and assistance of its officers and 
men is also guaranteed. Should the syndicate fail to construct the rail- 
way to Stanley Pool, and only establish a line of communication as far 
as Manyanga, the various guarantees are, in proportion, as favorable. 

Mr. Stanley, after consulting with contractors, estimates the cost ot 
construction at $4,000 per mile, and the entire cost of establishing 
communication between Stanley Pool and the sea, by means of two sec- 
tions of railway (160 miles), and the steamer connections, at $2,500,000. 

In case they are successful in opening communication by steam with 
Stanley Pool, the railway company will put a fleet of steamers on the 
Upper River, and with their goods and merchandise command the cus- 
tom of the Arabs from the Falls to Lake Tanganyika, as well as the 
custom of the natives on the large affluents of the Congo. 

_ The estimates show that about $260,000 is paid out annually for the 
native porterage of goods, merchandise, &c., from the Lower Congo to 
Stanley Pool; and, as Mr. Stanley says, “The State now guarantees, 
out of this $260,000, an annual expenditure of $50,000, which will be 
substantially increased by the money expended by the French, the 
traders, and the different missions.” 

PROSPECTS FOR AMERICANS. 

To the best of my belief, there is no opening on, or in the vicinity of, 
the Lower Congo for an American firm to establish, at present, with a 
reasonable prospect of success. | 
What a firm with capital and push will be able to do when the rail. 

way is started, particularly if its factories were extended to the Upper 
Congo, is another question. : 

At present the trading firms on the west coast of Africa are wealthy, 
and have been established for years. They now have the monopoly of
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the trade. These firms have bought up all the available ground pe 
tween Banana and Vivion the south bank of the river, and, until rai). 
way is constructed, the sites on the south bank are the most desirable 
for factories. Of course these sites are held at fabulous prices, if the 
can be bought at all. At Banana, the State was obliged to pay a fab. 
lous price for enough land to build its station on. / 

If the railway is constructed no further than Isanghila it will mate. 
rially change the trade prospects, and there will be openings for the 
investment of money, and as the the trade increases, as it must do, new. 
comers will have a fair chance in competition with the old firms ; but it 
must be remembered that no immediate return can be looked for, as it 
will take time to establish factories, and to learn the ins and outs of the 
trade, in all of which the present firms will have the advantage. Being 
on the spot when the railway is started, they will be able to select de. 
sirable sites for factories, &c. Their employés are acclimated and fa. | 
miliar with the methods of trading. 

The goods and merchandise of all descriptions used in trade, as well ' 
as the canned provisions used on the Congo, are purchased in Europe, 
A great deal of the canned fruit, milk, and beef, I noticed, had been 
canned in America, sold to the European dealers, and resold to the 
Congo State, and to the traders. The demand for everything required 
in new settlements is becoming greater every day, more especially for 
cotton goods, canned food, cutlery, furniture, and lumber. Lumber in 
particular will, I am sure, find a ready market. Wooden houses are 
springing up on all sides, the lumber for which is imported from Europe; 
for, notwithstanding the fact that there is plenty of timber on the 
Lower Congo, there is no machinery for working the wood into shape; and 
if the houses could be shipped to the Congo ready to be put together, it 
would be a great gain, as skilled mechanics are few and far between. 

Inquiries regarding the possibility of competing with the European 
dealers must be made to the heads of the different trading houses in 
Europe. The traders on the Congo cannot, or will not enter into any 
contract, as they are mere representatives of the European heads, and 
receive from them all the supplies for trade and food. I learned from 

.the committee at Brussels that they would willingly purchase from 
American dealers if they could deliver the stores at the Congo equally 
as good as those now received, and on more favorable terms. I inclose 
with this report samples of most of the goods, &c., used from Banana 
to Stanley Falls, with the prices paid EKuropean dealers. 

FOREIGN POWERS. | | 

The French and Portuguese are the only powers holding territory in 
the Congo Valley, other than the Congo State. The boundaries of the 
possessions were definitely settled by the Berlin Conference, and a com- 
mission representing the three powers.is at present engaged in estab- 
lishing the boundary lines. | 

The Portuguese possessions are on the south bank of the Congo and 
extend from Shark’s Point, at the mouth of the river, to Noki, in about 
6° 10’ south latitude. The remainder of the south bank, to the source of 
the river, is the territory of the Congo State. 

The French territory is on the north bank, and includes the territory 
along the river from Manyanga North, in 5° south latitude, to the mouth 
of the Oubangi River in 0° 20’ south latitude. The northern limit of 
the French possessions is now a matter of dispute, they claiming both 
banks of the mouth of the Oubangi River to about 1° north latitude.
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The remainder of the north bank of the Congo, both above and below 
these limits, 18 the territory of the Congo State. 

The valley of the Quillo River, north of the Congo, had been explored 
py the State and stations established in several places. This territory 
was ceded to the French by the Berlin Conference, the French Govern- 
ment agreeing to pay a certain amount to the Congo State. | 

At present, the relations of the three powers are very friendly. Be- 
fore the meeting of the Berlin Conference, there was constant trouble 
petween the French at Stanley Pool and the officials of the State. M. 
de Brazza went so far, on one occasion, as to attempt hoisting the 

French flag on the territory claimed and occupied by the Association 
at Kinchassa. .The French were promptly driven off by the natives of 
Kinchassa without the aid of the Association forces. 

The French have but three stations on the Congo proper, one at 
Brazzaville, on Stanley Pool, one at Guanchan Point, three days above 
the Pool, and one at the mouth of the Allima River, nearly opposite tc 
Lukelela. They also have several stations in the interior between the 
Congo and the Gaboon Rivers. They garrison their stations with Sen- 
egal men, and afew Turcos. 

I did not think that the French stations were in as flourishing a con- 
dition as those of the State, but this I understand is due to the limited 
amount allowed for expenses. There was no medical officer at Braz- 
zaville,and none belonging to the French nearer than the Gaboon River. 
In this respect they were even worse off than the State. While I was at 
Stanley Pool, the medical officer then at Leopoldville was called upon 
to treat several cases in Brazzaville, and supply them with medicines. 

M. de Brazza, the explorer, and late governor of the French posses- 
sions on and near the Congo, has been recalled, and the control of the 
entire French territory between the Gaboon and the Congo Rivers has 
been turned over to the governor of the Gaboon. - 

The Portuguese have no stations on the Congo except at Shark’s 
Point, where they have a small house used as a post-office, the Portu- 
guese Government having directed that the European mails from Lis- 
bon, via the Portugese line of steamers, shall hereafter be landed at 
Shark’s Point instead of at Banana, as has been the custom. | 

EXPLORING EXPEDITIONS. . 

There are at present three exploring expeditionsengaged on and near 
the Congo. . | | 

The most important, that of Lieutenant Weissman, of the German 
army, entered Africa near St. Paul de Loando, in 1883, and, after two 
years of exploration, followed the Kassai River from its source to its 
mouth, coming out at what was supposed to have been the mouth of 
the Kwa River in July, 1885, Lieutenant Weissman’s discoveries 
changed the geography of that portion of Africa very materially. 

He reports the valley of the Kassai as very rich inivory and natural 
products, and the river as navigable for a distance of some 500 miles from 
its mouth, this through the richest section of the country. One station 
was established on the Loulona River, and a white man left in charge. 

Some two hundred and fifty of the Bakouba natives accompanied 
the expedition to Stanley Pool, and were returned to their country on 
board the steamer Stanley, accompanied by the Administrator-General 
of the State.. : | 

Lieutenant Weissman, after his arrival on the Congo, was very ill, 
and returned as far as Madeira with me. He has since returned to 
Africa to continue his explorations.
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, The entire expenses of Weissman’s expedition were borne by the King 
of the Belgians. It, however, has no connection with the Congo State 
being entirely distinct. , 

Another exploring expedition was sent out by the Geographical So. 
ciety of Berlin, and is commanded by Lieutenant Kund, of the German 
army. This party reached Stauley Pool, and were there obliged to stop 
on account of having no means for the transportation of their goods, &c., 
on the Upper Congo. - " 

Lieutenant Kund intends to explore some of the larger affluents of 
the Congo, and has,I believe, made arrangements for placing a steamer 
on the Upper River. 

In July, 1885, Kund, with some eighty Loangos, started across the coun- 
try from Stanley Pool to the valley of the Kassai. A rumor was in 
circulation in October, 1885, that the expedition had met hostile people, 
and ten Loangos were reported killed. 

- The third expedition has been sent out by the Austrian Geographical 
Society, under the command of Prof. Franz Linz. The object of this 
expedition is to discover the outlet of the Welle, and, with this end in 
view, they hope to be able to explore the Oubangi River. In October, 
1885, I met two white men, the assistants of Professor Linz, when they. 
were en route to Stanley Pool. They had no people with them, and had 
made no arrangement for means of navigating the Upper River, hoping 
to hire native canoes. This they will find impossible, and the steamers 
‘on the Upper River at present have all they can do to keep up their 
own necessary work. : 

Rev. George Grenfell, of the English Baptist Mission, has been in- 
defatigable in his explorations of the valley of the Congo. In his lit- 
tle steamer, the Peace, he has been the pioneer on most of the impor- 
tant affluents, and has contributed much valuable geographical infor. 
mation to the scientific world. 

'" THE ARABS. 

When Stanley established the Stanley Falls Station, in 18383, he met 
Arab slavers in the vicinity of Stanley Falls, where they had already 
commenced their work of destruction. 

After the establishment of the station, the Arabs withdrew to Ny- 
angwe. In May, and again in July, 1884, small parties of Arabs came 
down to the seventh cataract, and requested permission to go down the 
river, but were refused by the chief-of-station. _ 

Everything was quiet until October, 1884, when a caravan of three 
hundred men came down from Nyangwe, in command of Moniomoui, the 
son of Tippoo Tib. This chief was most insolent, threatened to force a 
passage, but finally settled on one of the islands above the seventh cat- 
aract. In November, 1884, another body of Arabs, three hundred strong, 
came down and settled on the opposite bank of the river. In Decem- 
ber, 1884, Tippoo Tib arrived at the seventh cataract with seven hun- 
dred men, and settled on the island above the seventh cataract. There 
were now between twelve and thirteen hundred Arabs at this place, all 
under the powerful chief, Tippoo Tib. | | 

In an interview between the chief of Stanley Falls Station and Tip- 
poo Tib, the latter claimed that he represented the Sultan of Zanzibar, _ 
that all the country on the Congo belonged to the Sultan; and he in- 
formed the white men that he intended sending seven hundred men 
down the river to buy ivory; if the white men attempted to interfere 
he would exterminate them, but if they did not interfere the station
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would not be molested, and he would not trouble natives in the vicinity 
of the Falls. . 

Shortly after this interview seven hundred Arabs descended the river, 
and Tippoo Tib remained at the Falls with three hundred men. He 
made friendly treaties at the Falls with the natives; gave them arms, 
and won them completely to his side, and altogether upset their former 
friendly intercourse with the station. 

The Arabs down the river plundered and burned the villages, and 
made a large number of slaves. On March 28, 1885, they returned to 
the Falls, bringing many slaves with them. The expedition had not 
been successful ; the natives had received warning enough to be able to 
conceal the greater part of their ivory. Both the Arabs and slaves 
were nearly starved, and small-pox had broken out among them. | 
Shortly after this Tippoo Tib returned to Nyangwe, leaving one thou- 
sand men on his island above the seventh cataract. 

In August, 1885, Ippo Tib had sent for all his canoes and proposed 
to bring a large force from Nyangwe. The next raid down the river, he 

- intended taking command himself. | | . 
_ At present, the State is powerless to cope with such a large force as 
Tippoo Tib can put in the field. These Arabs are armed with breech- 
loading arms of the latest pattern, and are fitted in every way to make 
a successful stand against any force that the State can place at Stan- 
ley Falls to resist them. For example, there are now but thirty-five 
Houssas and three white men at Stanley Falls to make a stand against 
one thousand well-armed Arabs. It is true that in Tippoo Tib’s forces 
there are but few full-blooded Arabs, but the others are half-breeds, 
and the slaves and retainers of Tippoo Tib, and are devoted to his serv- 

_ ice, particularly if there is any chance of plunder. - 
_ The State proposed to fortify the station at Stanley Falls, and for 
that purpose had sent two Krupp rifles, war-rockets, &c., to the sta- 
tion ; but in my opinion the present site can never be put in condition 
to stop the passage of any body of Arabs that wishes to descend the 
river. It is only necessary for the Arabs to cross by the creeks in rear _ 
of the station to the Loubukou River, and their canoes will strike the 
Congo a few hours below Stanley Falls. | 

The proper site for the station is at the confluence of these two rivers. 
A station at this point would command the approach by both rivers, 
and it would be far safer for the steamers, as it is below the most dan- 
gerous obstacles to the approach of the present station. 

The Arabs do not attempt the slightest concealment in the matter of 
slave traffic. I was offered a slave by an Arab at what was supposed 

_' to be a reasonable price, and this within 100 yards of the station. 

CONCLUSIONS. - 

In conclusion, I would state that I agree perfectly with what I under- 
stand to be Mr. Tisdel’s report on the valley of the Lower Congo. That 
from Boma to the sea the country is fertile, but between Boma and 
Stanley Pool it is a mountainous, bleak, unhealthy region, relieved now 
and then by a few fertile spots. This section, however, is but the gate- 
way to the real valley of the Congo higher up, which region Mr. Tisdel 
did not visit. And I understand that neither Mr. Stanley nor the author- 
ities of the State claim anything for the cataract region. | 

I met with sickness and death, as reported by Mr. Tisdel, but certainly 
no misery or want, unless it was the want of proper medical attention, 
there being but two doctors on the river, which number is, I think, utterly
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inadequate for the proper care of the sick. Isawnomisery. True, above 
Vivi the houses were either of bamboo or clay, and the furniture, &¢, 
was of the most primitive kind, but it was certainly “roughing it” of n 
far less serious character than I had expected to find in a country where 
white men had never set foot seven years ago. 

In my opinion the reported wealth of the Upper Congo Valley has no¢ 
been exaggerated. I myself saw rubber, cam-wood, gum capol, oj] 
palms, ivory, iron, and copper, in great quantities on the banks of the 
main river, and on the islands, and, in addition, the valleys of the affiu. 
ents are reported to be very rich in all these natural products. 

Ivory for a few years will be abundant; after that the stock that the 
natives now have will become exhausted, and to continue the Supply 
the elephants must be hunted. 

There are thousands of elephants in and near the Congo Valley. [ 
passed a number in my journey through the cataract region. The na. 
tives do not hunt them, but sometimes trap them. The greater part of 
the ivory now being sold to the traders has, for years past, been used in 
trade among the different tribes in the interior. It was probably found 
on dead elephants; some little of it trapped. The natives have no arms 
that could be used successfully in hunting elephants. 

The natural wealth of the Congo Valley is totally undeveloped, and I 
question if it can be successfully developed until the barren, unhealthy 
region on the Lower River is bridged by steam so that the journey from 
the sea to Stanley Pool will occupy only as many hours as it now does 
days. . 

Colonization at the present time.is out of the question. The progress 
of that scheme will depend entirely upon the success of the railway; 
and at any time there will be nothing that could possibly attract Amer- 
ican citizens from their own country to settle and colonize on the Congo, 
unless it is the mission work, for which there is certainly a wide field. 
In this, however, I do not include American trading firms who may wish 
to establish on the Upper Congo, in case the railway is completed. 

_ There is now a demand for American cotton goods, canned stores, and | 
lumber, and the demand will increase every day. In the one item of 
lumber alone there must be a continuous demand, particularly as the 
work progresses on the proposed railway. | 
When the communication: by steam is completed between Stanley 

‘Pool and the sea, the trade on the Congo proper is bound to increase 
immensely, and I see no reason why an energetic American firm should 
not be able to establish itself on the river and compete, with good 
prospects of success, with the old-established firms. None of these 
firms have factories on the Upper River, and only one or two own sites 
above Boma, on the north bank. When the railway is completed, the_ 
north bank will be the most desirable situation for the head factories, 
and the branch factories must necessarily be located on the Upper 
River; while at present all the factories are on the Lower River. There- 
fore I do not know of any reason why, when the railway ‘is well started, 
and the prospects of an increase of trade are good, and with the new 
departure from the Lower to the Upper River, an American firm with 
capital and energy should not stand a good prospect for success, even 
when pitted against old-established houses. Of course new firms can- 
not look for an immediate return for their capital invested ; they must 
first establish themselves and gain experience in the same manner that 
others have done before them. 

It has been suggested that the United States Government establish 
a coaling station at the mouth of the Congo. This is not at all neces-
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gary, for the Dutch African Trading Company always keeps a large 
stock of coal on hand, which it can supply to our vessels-for much less - 
money than it would cost our Government to lay it down there. And 
again, a proper site could not be obtained without a large outlay of 
money. 

The officials of the International Association, now the Congo State, 
certainly deserve great credit for their pluck and perseverance in es- 
tablishing and maintaining their stations to the interior of Africa, mak- 
ing it possible to reach Central Africa in one-half the time and at much 
less expense than ever before. These stations, of course, cannot exist 
without certain support, and in addition to the annual income of 
$200,000, settled on the State by the King of the Belgians, there are to 
be export duties, rentals, and taxes, and such other revenues as can be 
collected, which, it is expected, will bring the income of the State to 
such a figure that it will be able to keep not only the stations, but 
also the necessary garrisons, in a state of perfect efficiency. 

There is more or less slavery existing on the coast of Africa, from the 
island of St. Thomas to St. Paul de Loando. 

The Congo State holds slaves that have been purchased at different 
times from the Arabs. This is particularly true of the station at Stan- 

- Jey Falls. These slaves were, with a few exceptions, women, who are 
given to the Zanzibaris and Houssas as wives. Should they demand 
their free papers, I suppose the authorities would give them, but they 
are happy and well cared for, and it was a most fortunate relief for them 
when they were bought from the Arabs. Many of the Zanzibaris em- 

' ployed by the State are slaves of the Sultan of Zanzibar, and the money 
for their services is paid to him. The slaves themselves receive 
enough for food and clothing. 

Slavery exists among the natives of the entire Congo Valley; but, as 
before stated, the men slaves are more retainers than slaves. The 
women, however, are slaves in every sense of the word. The most 
cruel phase of the native slavery is the right of the owner to put to 
death any slave at will, and this is frequently exercised, especially in 
the case of the women. 

While I was at Stanley Pool in June, both M. de Brazza and his sec- 
ond, M. Chauvain, were in the interior. On my return from Stanley 
Falls in September, I had the pleasure of meeting both these gentlemen 
and gained much information from them. There is the very best of 
feeling between the French on the Congo and the State, frequent ex- 
changes of visits, &c., and the disputes that arise are always referred 
to Europe for settlement. I heard of no Portuguese officials, and 1 do 
not think there are any located on the river. There were no men-of-war 
of any nation at Banana in Cctober, 1885, and there had been none in 
port since the Lancaster and Kearsarge left in May, 1885. _ 

Every effort was made by the officials of the Congo State to forward 
me on my journey ; and every facility was given me to gather all the 
information I needed. 

_ Iwas afforded the protection of the State, and the chiefs-of-stations 
were instructed to assist me in obtaining carriers and anything Ineeded 
to facilitate my journey. 
_ The officers at Vivi assisted in the organization of my caravan, mak- 

ing me such an allowance of goods and stores as their experience 
had proved was necessary. The Administrator-General furnished me 
with everything from the store of the State, and at a rate 50 per cent. 
cheaper than I could have bought the same articles from any of the 
trading houses. 

S. Ex. 1——4l :
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Both written and verbal instructions were given me regarding my 
journey, and an agent of the State was detailed to accompany me to 
Stanley Pool. 

To Col. Sir Francis de Winten, Administrator-General, Maj. W. q 
Parminter, Acting Administrator-General, and Capt. Seymour Saulez, 
chief of Leopoldville Division, I am particularly indebted for advice 
and assistance, and to Dr. Ralph Leslie, chief medical officer, I am in. 
debted for much valuable advice concerning the necessary precautions 
to be observed while traveling. 

The American Mission, late Livingstone Inland Mission, and particu. _ 
larly the Rev. Drs. Sims, Billington, and Glenesk, afforded me great as- 
sistance, and ata considerable inconvenience to themselves. The steam 
launch Henry Reed was placed at my disposal, the Mission refusing to 
take any pecuniary recompense. The only expense I was put to in 
this connection was the purchase of some needed stores that they did 
not have at Stanley Pool, and a payment to the wood cutters em- 
ployed on thelaunch. Messrs. Billington and Glenesk accompanied me 
to Stanley Falls, taking entire charge of the engine, &c. This wag 
particularly appreciated, as they had only returned a few weeks before 
from a trip to Bangala. Had it not been for the kindness and courtesy 
extended me by the Mission, and by these gentlemen in particular, I 
would have met with much more difficulty in reaching Stanley Falls. 

The Government property in my charge I boxed and left in care of 
the chief of the Dutch African Trading Company at Banana, to be 

_ placed on board of the first United States man-of-war touching there. [ 
also left a letter of advice for the commanding officer. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EMORY H. TAUNT, 

Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy. 
Hon. W. C. WHITNEY, 

Secretary of the Navy, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 

>
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