
  

A Writer’s Vision 
Prints and Drawings by Günter Grass 

 

Günter Grass is recognized internationally as the greatest 
living German writer. His first novel, The Tin Drum, pub-
lished in 1959, broke ground in dealing with postwar Ger-
man identity and ended the silence then surrounding Ger-
many’s recent past. In addition to fiction, Grass has written 
plays, poetry, ballets, essays, political pieces, and works 
that combine genres. 
 
Less widely known is the fact that Günter Grass is also an 
accomplished and dedicated visual artist. Prior to the start 
of his writing career, he studied for four years at the Düs-
seldorf Academy of the Arts and for an additional year at 
the Berlin Academy of the Arts. His first exhibition of draw-
ings took place in 1956. Since 1967, Grass has published 
numerous volumes of prints, drawings, and, most recently, 
watercolors, frequently accompanying poems and other 
texts.  
 
This exhibition presents examples of Grass’s prints and 
drawings dating from 1972 to 1996, from the collection of 
the Ludwig Forum in Aachen, Germany. The collection, 
acquired by the Forum from the artist in 1996, reveals vari-
ous facets of Grass’s visual art and of the relationship be-
tween his literary and pictorial themes.  
 
This exhibition was organized by the Robert Hull Fleming 
Museum at the University of Vermont, Burlington. Funding 
for this exhibition was provided by the Ludwig Foundation 
for Arts and International Understanding, the Goethe Insti-
tute-Boston, and the Walter Cerf Exhibitions Endowment 
Fund of the Robert Hull Fleming Museum.  
 
Presentation at the Elvehjem is made possible by gener-
ous grants from the Anonymous Fund and the Hilldale 
Fund. 


