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Annual Report of Librarian

Wausau, Wis., July 1., 1908.—
To Mr. L. Marchetti, president, and
Eh.e board of directors of the Wau-
sau Free Public library:

I have the homor of submitting
the eleventh annual report of the
library for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1908.

This year has been an important
one in the library's history as it is
the first year in our new building.
The statidtical record at the close
of this report will show the hand-
some increase in circulation of books
compared with the previous year in
the old building—due no doubt to
our Ls-atiful new home and also
to the frequent additions to the
number of (books.

Reading and Reference Room.

Our well lighted reading and ref-
erence room has drawn many vis-
itors. Our reading tables are well
supplied with the best current mag-
azines and our stock of back files
of magazines have been added to
making reference work with high
school debaters and club workers
much more efficient. There is no
way of keeping an accurate record
of the amount of reference work
done and yet it is here that the

most effective library service is ac-
complished.

Children’s Department,

The children’s shelves at the be-
ginning of the year resembled those
of old Mother Hubbard and ithe few
lbooks that we had were ragged and
dirty. In September $100 was spent
for childrea’s books and during the
year a large percentage of the book
fund has been devoted to this de-
partment. As the children consti-
tute more than fifty per cent. of
cur readers their wants must be
supplied.

In January a story hour was in-
augurated for the children of the
third and fourth grades. One
school at a time was invited, the
average attendance being 48 and the
toital 487. The object of the story
hour is to interest the child in class-
es of literature that he may not be
attracted to if left to himself, to
give him a good time, and to win
his confidence that you may guide
his reading. That the story hour
was a success was shown by the
fact that the books containing stor-
ies told were always in circulation
—many of the children waiting their
turn for these books. The Norse




and Greek myths were the basis for
these stories with now and then a
good old classical fairy tale for pure
pleasure.

Work With Schools.

Teachers are given the special
privilege of drawing ten or more
books to use as long as necessary in
their school work. Our meagar
supply of children’s books at the
opening of the school year made it
necessary to limit the number to tea.
Next year it will be possible to al-
low more books to each teacher. At
the beginning of the year a circu-
lar letter was sent to the principals
in the various schools stating the
library’s resources and the privil-
eges granted to teadhers. Fifty-four
of the teachers have availed them-
selevs of these privileges.

During the winter the librarian
gave a talk to the high school on
the use of the librany, its catalog
and indexes: Brief talks were also
given to the fifth and sixth grades
of five of the ward schools. Appli-
cation blanks were left with the
teachers and so many children flock-
ed in “to start the library” that our
shelves 'were empty and the com-
plete round of the schools had to
be given up. *

Two hundred of the Hood geog-
raphical views and 190 of the Singer
Sewing machine views of the United
States together with a lot of Perry
pictures were mounted in the fall
and have been loaned to the teach-
ers for school use.

Exhibits.

During the year the library has
had the fish exhibit of the Beloit
library and the silk and silk worm
exhibit of the Belding Silk company.
Both were veéry interesting and in-
structive and attracted many visit-
ors.

Library School Students.

In February and March the 1ihrar«-)—’"—‘--u,

had the free services of two Wiscon-
sin Library school students , Miss
Harwood and Miss True. Both did
good work in re-cataloging.

Catalog.

Both the children’s and the adult
catalogs have been thoroughly re-
vised during the year—subject cards
have been added and a great deal of
analytical work done.

Publicity Work.

We have tried to keep the people
informed in regard to library hours,
new books and library resources.
Large cards stating the lib;a—r’y
hours have been placed in the street
cars and in the railway stations.
The press has extended every cour-
tesy to the library and library items
have been a regular feature in the
daily paper.

In closing this report, I wish to
express my appreciation to the li-
brary board for their support and
co-operation.

Respectfully submitted,

KATHERINE CRAMER,
Librarian.
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STATISTICS.

Accessions.
Booktdnm ibrary A neust e O e T T e e e 4,262
Bocks parehased darine-ARe VO, T o v it e s S e 1,310
Booksiadaat s By B 7. .0 50 el S e e e e ey 14
Bogksea0ded by ST G s e b s T aiRie 8
Books withdrawn cduritg the - Wear. .. .. i s is s s snineios 464
Number of volumes in library, June <30, 1908 ... i ems 5,130

Borrowers.

Re-registration was begun in June, 1907.

No. of borrowers July 1, 1807, . . i v n wvinrs v meeas 568
~ No. of new borrowers registered during the year ....... 2,644
““Cards withdrawn during the year....... R L CA e b 39
No. of eards in force, June 30, 1908 . .......0 oo iiv.cs e g
Circulation by Classes. Adult Juvenile Total
Ourrent perlodieals ™. .. 2l o v s 601 601
Philosophy and religion........... b ety 198 541 739
T LI ] eIt S e S e SN S e S e S 361 2.374 2,732
NAIPHL - Belofile 5 i s i et e e 306 1,285 1,591
Rl HE ATt G, . oo cni i s oty S A e 272 519 st
FRE AT lal e e e e A 212 164 476
E PR e S il o s s icn s e 625 3,435 4,060
58T sy i W e P er e R L RN R et 8 434 1,300 1,734
L e e G S e N R S R 369 2,014 2,383
R Y R i S Y et 447 268 715
o b e i e L o ) | e e 1 i e
(P T 0 e A M e R e ey iy 1,882
Norwesian boolts . . oei o oo vavis ] 278
Polish and Bohemian books ....... ...... 192 192
O] i S e Al R e s . .2b,448 - 25,5807 50,955
Largest dally circtlatlon .. ... i ivds v ioviimiaeaan 540
Average datlyieirenlation o oo o e e s s e e 166
Largest monthly ecirculation, February ....... .......c:0 6,569
Books Iagued t0 BaaIta vs o o it it e e n- dhsretioss oot mih st ne 25,448
Books igaued torehlldren .. oo i ot wahies eaiee . 25,507
Total- number of books dssued. ........ oevevevs «ogeimian 50,955
BOoe  ISETed-TRBE VORT = 15 i in o bs s im0 g 4 n e ece T N0 24,225
G i elrculation: 1. @ s b e g, e e 26,7390
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