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WAS A NOTED ENGINEERING ARCHITECT IN HIS EARLIER MANHOOD. 

Burlington last night lost a citizes No man has been more closely con-| wholesale grocery business until 1873. 
whose like we shall possibly not see | nected with the business interests of| In that year Mr. Starker took a trip to 

again until generations have passed. | the city than Mr. Starker. Since 1860| Europe, and when he returned he and 
This man was Charles Starker. he has been identified with its banking] Mr. Hagemann~sold their business to 

The news to-day of his death shocks | interests, and has a’so held many prom-| Biklen-Winzer Co. 
the whole city. It is not probable that | inentplacesincity affairs. He was presi- | Meantime Mr. Starker had become 

there was another man in this com-|dent of the Iowa State Savings bank; | interested in the banking business and 
munity who was so generally and cor-| director of the National State bank, | he, with Messrs. Hagemann, Rand. 
dially esteemed alike by all classes of | with which the ‘has been connected| Perkins and Peasley, established the 
the people. since its organization; president of the| Iowa State Savings bank, in which his 

DEATH CAME SUDDENLY. Aspen Grove cemetery, and has been | wise, conservative and rigidly honest 
=== — At his palatial home on Prospect Hil! | one_of:its directors for_20 years: treas-|counsel has-ever been-a-factor in_the 

Mr. Starker was last evening, as usual, | urer and chairman of the executive| safe conduct and steady growth of that 
spending the evening at home. He |committee of the Opera house, and to| institution. He also became interested 
played whist with members of hs fam-|him was due the credit for so elegant] in the National State bank. Thereafter 
ily for an hour or two, and seemed in a structure; treasurer of the I. O. O. F.| His time was devoted to looking after 
excellent health and spirits: About 10] building; treasurer of the Independent | his various interests and the many pb- 

o'clock he started to retire for the | School District of Burlington; and di-| lic enterprises in which he was called 

night. rector of the old Des Moines County] to take a prominent and responsible 
At 11 o’clock his wife noticed that he | Agricultural Society. : part. His integrity was always above 

was breathing with some difficulty, He was a graduate of the Stuttgart| question. His business life has beer 
and he appeared to be growing worse. | Polytechnic Institute’s engine*ring and| an open book, and contains a record 
He quickly became unconscious. Dr. | architectural department. At the age|of punctilous business rectitude. Ni 

Leipziger was called in greatest haste, |of 22 years he was the first assistant|man more than Charles Starker has 

but mothing could be done to relieve | engineering architect to his uncle, who| earned and merited the confidence of 

the sufferer, who remained in an un-| was the chief engineer in charge of the| the community. 

conscious state and quietly passed | building of theD. Main river canal. ‘Personally he was a man of the kind 
away at 2:30 o’clock. His death is|The revolution of 1 Germany stop- | liest nature, and his mind was a store 

ascribed to apoplexy. ped work on this enterprise, and in | house of accurate knowledge of the af- 

Charles Starker was born in Stutt- | the following year Mr. Starker left Ger-| fairs of the world. His wit was keen 

gart, Wuertemberg, Germany, on the|many and came to America. The be-| and his good humor unfailing. To th 
eleventh day of March, 1826. There he| ginning of his career here was with| day of his death he remained in the 

grew to manhood, receiving a liberal! Gray & Co., hide and leather merchants| fullest possession of all his meas 

education. He made a study of arch-|at Buffalo and Chicago. In 1850 Gov-| faculties. He was a man of fine pres 
itecture, in which he became profic‘ent,| ernor Grimes, of Iowa, went to Chi-| ence and commanding personal appear 
and after coming to Burlington, he| cago to find an architect to build aj|ance, standing over six feet in height 
drafted many of the beautiful buildings | residence for him in Burlington. He| straight and active. Altogether h? 
in this city. was advised to engage Charles Starker,| was the perfect type of our most ad- 

In 1849 Mr. Starker left his native} and the did so. Mr. Starker came to|mirable German American citizenship. 
country and came to America, locating} Burlington immediately, and built for| He was devoted to his family, every 

‘ for a short time in Buffalo, N. Y.|Governor Grimes the handsome old res-| member of which was in turn devote? 
Thence he went to Chicago, where he| idence that is now the home.of Mr.|to him. His friends are legion, and all, 
embarked in the mercantile business; | Henry Hermann, at the corner of Sev-} while mourning their personal loss. 

but subsequently, in 1850, he settled in| enth and Locust streets. mingle their deepest sympathy for th 

Burlington, engaging in the retail and) When this work was finished he was| grief-stricken ones who were nearest 
wholesale grocery business, which he| engaged by other citizens to build their | and dearest te their dead friend. 

continued 23 years with success, accu-| homes, and he built among others the The funeral services will be held at 

mulating a large property. present residence of Dr. Salter. the family residence on Prospect Hil! 

On the 10th of February, 1852, Mr.| After this he went into the mercan-|next Monday afternoon, at 1:30 o'clock. 

Starker was united in marriage with| tile business, associating himself with! At 2 o'clock the body wil! be placed o 

St. Charles, Mo., Feb., 1, 1836. Two! business until Mr. Meyer was drowned | incinerated in the crematorium, and th« 

children blessed their union; Arthur,| several years later. Mr. Starker then] ashes will be returned to Burlington t 
now deceased, and Clara, wife of Carl | made a partnership with Mr. Hage- | be placed in the family vault at Aspen 
Leopold. mann, and they conducted a large| Grove. *
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Pages 557-558 CHARLES H. W. STARKER, Burlington 

Charles Henry William Starker, capitalist and president of the Iowa State Savings 
Bank, was born in Stuttgard, Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany, on the llth of March, 
1826, His parents were Fleinrich and Catharina Starker. His father was a dealer in 
furniture, as his father had been before him. He was educated by an uncle in Stutt— 
gard and attended the Beale School, and afterward the Polytechnical School. In youth, 
his time was devoted to labor, either over his books by hard study, or employed in 
the little duties of household labor. He left school at seventeen, and was engaged 
by the Bavarian government for four years as superintendent of the work of erecting 
bridges, locks, etc., upon the canal, Thus at an early age was he employed by his 
government in positions of responsibility and trust. When twenty-one he attended his 
military duties, but freed himself from the conscription, In April, 1847, he went to 
Upper Italy (Lombardy), and was engaged in the marble quarries there, where he re- 
mained until February , 1848, when the revolution broke out and most all the enter— 
prises of the German government ceased; and as there appeared no chance for its 
renewal, he concluded to emigrate to the United States, and embarked from Havre on 
the 22d of October, 1848, and after a voyage of forty-two days arrived in America, 
Having no relatives or friends in this country, he went to Buffalo, where he formed 
an engagement in a leather store, at a salary of eight dollars a month. The house 
he engaged with having opened a branch store in Chicago, and he being desirous of 
going farther west, he obtained a situation there, and by making himself useful he 
received a much better salary, In the spring of 1850 he left the store and engaged 
in the office of Mr, T. Knudson, an architect, and assisted him in the erection of 
the Sweden Churchand the construction of a new arched roof for the Episcopal Church, 
In July. 1850, he made an engagement with Hon. James W. Grimes, of Burlington, Iowa, 
to erect a residence for him, which with other buildings, kept him employed nearly a 
year, Finding his regular profession unprofitable, in October, 1851, he went into 
the mercantile business, He had but small means, the result of his earnings, but by 
the assistance of some relatives he commenced the retail grocery business with a 
capital of four thousand dollars. He engaged exclusively in wholesale trade in 1865, 
under the firm name of Charles Starker and Co. Commenced business about 1852, his 
sales being about seven thousand dollars the first year, and the last year they were 
eight hundred thousand dollars, the result of his good management and business enter~ 
prise. He attributes much of his success to steadiness, politeness and honesty, which 
gained for him a reputation, He retired from business in 1875, and enjoys, as the 
result of his labors, a comfortable competence, 

He was alderman for four years, and was chairman of wharf, finance and several 
other committees during that service, He is president of the German-American School 
erected in 1866; also president of the Burlington Loan and Building Association since 
1868, to this date; director of the First National Bank since 1862; trustee of the 
Aspen Grove Cemetery for some time and is now president of the incorporation, and for 
the past two years has been president of the Iowa State Savings Bank, He is a stock-— 
holder in nearly every road coming into the city, and is prominent in all enterprises 
for the development of the city and county. 

He joined the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows in 1851, and is still a member of 
that order, He is a republican in his principles, and an earnest worker for repub-— 
lican interests. He was brought up in the Lutheran church, but since his seventeenth 
has not been an attendant. He is liberal in his views, and hopes to die in peace, . ' 
returning his remains to the great nature that gave them 

He has made three trips to Europe, and traveled upon the continent, and through 
his influence more than three hundred families have emigrated to Burlington and its 
vicinity, increasing its population about fifteen hundred. He is deservedly popular 
among the German population, and is much esteemed by his fellow-citizens, 

He was married, on the 9th of October, 1852, to Miss Maria Runge, of Burlington, a 
former resident of Missouri. Her ancestors were descendents of General DeBachella, 

Mr. Starker is a well-built man, of fine appearance and handsome features, whom 50 
years of age sits very light upon, He is social and entertaining, and possesses in'a 
high degree the confidence of all who know him,
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Pages 557-558 CHARLES H. W. STARKER, Burlington 

Charles Henry William Starker, capitalist and president of the Iowa State Savings 
Bank, was born in Stuttgard, Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 11th of March, 
1826, His parents were Fleinrich and Catharina Starker. His father was a dealer in 
furniture, as his father had been before him. He was educated by an uncle in Stutt— 
gard and attended the Beale School, and afterward the Polytechnical School. In youth, 
his time was devoted to labor, either over his books by hard study, or employed in 
the little duties of household labor, He left school at seventeen, and was engaged 
by the Ravarian government for four years as superintendent of the work of erecting 
bridges, locks, ete., upon the canal, Thus at an early age was he employed by his 
government in positions of responsibility and trust. When twenty-one he attended his 
military duties, but freed himself from the conscription, In April, 1847, he went to 
Upper Italy (Lombardy), and was engaged in the marble quarries there, where he re— 
mained until February , 1848, when the revolution broke out and most all the enter~ 
prises of. the German government ceased; and as there appeared no chance for its 
renewal, he concluded to emigrate to the United States, and embarked from Havre on 
the 22d of October, 1848, and after a voyage of forty-two days arrived in America, 
Having no relatives or friends in this country, he went to Buffalo, where he formed 
an engagement in a leather store, at a salary of eight dollars a month. The house 
he engaged with having opened a branch store in Chicago, and he being desirous of 
going farther west, he obtained a situation there, and by making himself useful he 
received a much better salary, In the spring of 1850 he left the store and engaged 
in the office of Mr. T. Knudson, an architect, and assisted him in the erection of 
the Sweden Churchand the construction of a new arched roof for the Episcopal Church, 
In July. 1850, he made an engagement with Hon. James W. Grimes, of Burlington, Iowa, 
to erect a residence for him, which with other buildings, kept him employed nearly a 
year, Finding his regular profession unprofitable, in October, 1851, he went into 
the mercantile business, He had but small means, the result of his earnings, but by 
the assistance of some relatives he commenced the retail grocery business with a 
capital of four thousand dollars. He engaged exclusively in wholesale trade in 1865, 
under the firm name of Charles Starker and Co. Commenced business about 1852, his 
sales being about seven thousand dollars the first year, and the last year they were 
eight hundred thousand dollars, the result of his good management and business enter- 
prise, He attributes much of his success to steadiness, politeness and honesty, which 
gained for him a reputation, He retired from business in 1875, and enjoys, as the 
result of his labors, a comfortable competence, 

He was alderman for four years, and was chairman of wharf, finance and several 
other committees during that service, He is president of the German-American School 
erected in 1866; also president of the Burlington Loan and Building Association since 
1868, to this date; director of the First National Bank since 1862; trustee of the 
Aspen Grove Cemetery for some time and is now president of the incorporation, and for 
the past two years has been president of the Iowa State Savings Bank. He is a stock— 
holder in nearly every road coming into the city, and is prominent in all enterprises 
for the development of the city and county. 

He joined the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows in 1851, and is still a member of 
that order, He is a republican in his principles, and an earnest worker for repub- 
lican interests. He was brought up in the Lutheran church, but since his seventeenth 
has not been an attendant. He is liberal in his views, and hopes to die in peace, . ° 
returning his remains to the great nature that gave them. 

He has made three trips to Europe, and traveled upon the continent, and through 
his influence more than three hundred families have emigrated to Burlington and its 
vicinity, increasing its population about fifteen hundred. He is deservedly popular 
among the German population, and is much esteemed by his fellow-citizens, 

He was married, on the 9th of October, 1852, to Miss Maria Runge, of Burlington, a 
former resident of Missouri. Her ancestors were descendents of General DeBachella, 

Mr. Starker is a well-built man, of fine appearance and handsome features, whom 50 
years of age sits very light upon, He is social and entertaining, and possesses in'a 
high degree the confidence of all who know him,
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Charles Henry William Starker, capitalist and president of the Iowa State Savings 
Bank, was born in Stuttgard, Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 11th of March, 
1826, His parents were Fleinrich and Catharina Starker. His father was a dealer in 
furniture, as his father had been before him. He was educated by an uncle in Stutt— 
gard and attended the Beale School, and afterward the Polytechnical School. In youth, 
his time was devoted to labor, either over his books by hard study, or employed in 
the little duties of household labor, He left school at seventeen, and was engaged 
by the Bavarian government for four years as superintendent of the work of erecting 
bridges, locks, ete., upon the canal, Thus at an early age was he employed by his 
government in positions of responsibility and trust. When twenty-one he attended his 
military duties, but freed himself from the conscription, In April, 1847, he went to 
Upper Italy (Lombardy), and was engaged in the marble quarries there, where he re- 
mained until February , 1848, when the revolution broke out and most all the enter— 
prises of the German government ceased; and as there appeared no chance for its 
renewal, he concluded to emigrate to the United States, and embarked from Havre on 
the 22d of October, 1848, and after a voyage of forty-two days arrived in America, 
Having no relatives or friends in this country, he went to Buffalo, where he formed 
an engagement in a leather store, at a salary of eight dollars a month, The house 
he engaged with having opened a branch store in Chicago, and he being desirous of 
going farther west, he obtained a situation there, and by making himself useful he 
received a much better salary, In the spring of 1850 he left the store and engaged 
in the office of Mr. T. Knudson, an architect, and assisted him in the erection of 
the Sweden Churchand the construction of a new arched roof for the Episcopal Church, 
In July. 1850, he made an engagement with Hon. James W. Grimes, of Burlington, Iowa, 
to erect a residence for him, which with other buildings, kept him employed nearly a 
year. Finding his regular profession unprofitable, in October, 1851, he went into 
the mercantile business, He had but small means, the result of his earnings, but by 
the assistance of some relatives he commenced the retail grocery business with a 
capital of four thousand dollars. He engaged exclusively in wholesale trade in 1865, 
under the firm name of Charles Starker and Co, Commenced business about 1852, his 
sales being about seven thousand dollars the first year, and the last year they were 
eight hundred thousand dollars, the result of his good management and business enter— 
prise. He attributes much of his success to steadiness, politeness and honesty, which 
gained for him a reputation, He retired from business in 1875, and enjoys, as the 
result of his labors, a comfortable competence, 

He was alderman for four years, and was chairman of wharf, finance and several 
other committees during that service, He is president of the German-American School 
erected in 1866; also president of the Burlington Loan and Building Association since 
1868, to this date; director of the First National Bank since 1862; trustee of the 
Aspen Grove Cemetery for some time and is now president of the incorporation, and for 
the past two years has been president of the Iowa State Savings Bank. He is a stock-— 
holder in nearly every road coming into the city, and is prominent in all enterprises 
for the development of the city and county. 

He joined the Independent Order of Odd-Fellows in 1851, and is still a member of 
that order. He is a republican in his principles, and an earnest worker for repub- 
lican interests, He was brought up in the lutheran church, but since his seventeenth 
has not been an attendant. He is liberal in his views, and hopes to die in peace, . © 
returning his remains to the great nature that gave them, 

He has made three trips to Europe, and traveled upon the continent, and through 
his influence more than three hundred families have emigrated to Burlington and its 
vicinity, increasing its population about fifteen hundred. He is deservedly popular 
among the German population, and is much esteemed by his fellow-citizens. 

He was married, on the 9th of October, 1852, to Miss Maria Runge, of Burlington, a 
former resident of Missouri. Her ancestors were descendents of General DeBachella,. 

Mr. Starker is a well-built man, of fine appearance and handsome features, whom 50 
years of age sits very light upon, He is social and entertaining, and possesses in'a 
high degree the confidence of all. who know him,
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and was educated in the city schools. He entered | Militia to protect the people from the bushwhackers, 

the counting-house of his father in 1879 and has | and then returned to Burlington in 1878, where he 
| been constantly employed in that department of the | has since lived a retired life. : 

\ business since. In 1885 he was admitted to part- In 1838, in St. Charles, Mo., Charles Leopold was 

nership in the house, and is now head book-keeper | united in marriage with Miss Thusneld E. Runge, | 

and cashier. Exact, methodical and careful, Mr. | and eight children have been born to them—Iler- 

Blaul has proved competent and faithful in the dis- | man, Theodore, Arthur, Louisa, -Annie, Matilda, 

charge of the important duties devolving upon | Carl A.,and one who died in infancy. Mr.and [ 

him. : Mrs. Leopold have lived to celebrate their golden | 

Se EL wedding, having passed a happy married life of | 
half a century. 1 

ARL A, LEOPOLD, General Manager of the ‘The subject of this sketch, Carl A, Leopold, re- 

G Northwestern Furniture Company, of Burs | ceived a liberal education, and is a graduate of 

i LJ) Hington, Towa, was born in this city, June | Bryant & Stratton’s Business College, of Burlington, 

11, 1858, and is the son of Charles J. J. and ‘Thus- | For several years he was employed on the road as n | 

neld E. (Runge) Leopold, the former born in Han- | traveling salesman, and in 1886, in company with | 

over, Germany, June 30, 1809, and the latter was | C. W. Rand established the Northwestern Furniture | 

\ also a native of that country, Charles Leopold | Company, of which he is secretary, treasurer aud ‘ 
Reyrew fodmmnhood in his native land; his early edu- | general manager. Ta TRBA, he was united iy iar : 
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and in (8dt, he went to Berlin, where he took a partial | Starker, one of the prowminent business men of bur ¢ 

course in the University of that city. Coming to | lington. By this union there is one child, a son, f 

America in 1834, he first located in St. Louis, where | Aldo R. Carl A. Leopold is a young man of splen. 

{ for a short time he was interested in a dairy,andin | did business ability, He is a public-spirited citi. 

; 1839, went to Liberty, Clay Co., Mo,, there em- | zen, and, while building up his own fortune, he is { 

(Po obarking.in the manifieture of rope, our yenr | ating materially ja the growth and developuent 

: latter, Mr, Leopold crossed the plains to California, | of Burlington, ¢ 

i taking with him 4,000 sheep, besides horses and 

mules, and while on the way, was overtaken by a a ij 

| heavy storm nid a band of Pidintin stole none Of tis ae 

: | most’ valuable horses and mules, together with a ‘ 7 RUDERICK VOGT, a gardener and hreedey ¢ 

| shepherd dog which cost him $200. ‘The loss of his. | na of fine, pure-blooded poultry, was born in { y 

FP dog waa a great image to hin, i becoming alan || ( Haden, CGlevinaiy, Bel, 24, 180, and tea Be 

| impossible to control the sheep, and at that time | son of Martin and Mary Vogt, who emigrated ty | f 

\ there was but one bridge and one ferry between | Anverica in 1831, locating at Newburg, N, Y,, on Be 

the Missouri River and California, and he was | the Hudson River, and later taking up their resi- | eS 

| obliged to swim his stock across streams, — His | dence in Buffalo. They are the parents of six By 

i intention was to spend the winter in Salt Lake City, | living children: Frederick, the subject of this i 

i or in that vicinity, but he abandoned this plan, and | sketch; Mary, wife of Mike stork, renides at buffalo, | he 

i completed the wip that fall, tle remained in Cali- | N. Y,; John and Peter are also residents of Buffalo, | ae 

| fornia through the winter, and the following spring | Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Smith; Catherine, wife of | ie 

i returned to the Kast, coming by way of South | Mr. Baker, deceased. The father was atrickon with | Ae 

| Aimerion and New Youl Me. Leopold remained in) that dread disease, cholera, aud his death occurred | ae 

' Burlington till 1861, in the meantime cmbarking | in 1849, Mrs, Vogt died in Buffalo at the ago of i ra 

| in the bakery and brewing business, and then went | eighty-four yeava, | 4 

ea Clay County, Mo, about the tine of the break Hredovick Vogt, the subject of thitateteh, ain | x ‘ 

| ing out of the Inte war, He enlisted in the State | grated to America with his parents, and after their j a 

: OP th erent tetera terrane tRP a Rc tetany x 

4 ; ee
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to DES MOINES COUNTY, : a2 
; ‘wo years later removed to Kossuth, where he was | remarkable growth of the town and county, but has 
j Again engaged in the hotel business. In connection | contributed to its development as much as any 
| with that he kept the stage office; later was again | other man within its borders. Charles Starker was ' 
i appointed Postmaster, which position he held for | born in the Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany, 
| seven years,and was also Justice of the Peace for | on the 11th day of March, 1826, There he grew 
j two years, Going to Burlington, he became clerk | to manhood, receiving a liberal education, He { 
| Hf the Scott House in 1872, and then settled per- | made a study of architecture, in which he became | 
} manently at Mediapolis in 1875. In that year Mr. | proficient, and, after coming to Burlington, he | 
| Sth! was elected Justice of the Peace, serving con- | drafted many of the beautiful buildings in that | 

: + “nuously ever sinee, He was also honored with the city. | 
i office of Mayor for six years, serving with eredit to In 1848 Mr, Starker left his native country and i 
i himself and satisfaction to his constituents. Hehas | came to America, locating for a short time at Buf- i 
; tried many cases from Burlington and served about | falo, N. Y. Thence he went to Chicago, where he ‘ 

: 200 warrants, embarked in the mercantile business; but subse- 
| Mr. and Mrs, Stahl reared a family of eight chil- | quently, in 1850, he settled permanently in Burling- i 
i tren: William H. H., now in Phillipsburg, Mont., | ton, engaging in the retail and wholesale grocery 
) © a miner anda cooper; B. E. is a resident of | business, which he continued twenty-five years 

Moray, Idaho; Sarah, wife of H. C. Harper, a resi- | with success, accumulating a large property. 
{dent of Mediapolis, lowa; James [., whose home is On the 10th day of February, 1852, Mr. Starker 
| “Diamond City, Mont.; Amanda C., widow of R. | was united in marriage with Miss Mary “Runge, who | 
} A. Taylor, resides in Burlington; Mary E., wife of | was born near St. Charles, Mo., Feb. 1, 1836. Two | 
, 4 E. Ware of Mediapolis; George J., a carriage- | living children bless this union: Arthur. a promi- | 

‘imer of Atchison, Kan.; and Z. 'T., residing in | nent grain dealer; and Clara, wife of Carl Leopold, |. 
Yozeman, Mont., is a saddler by trade. a furniture manufacturer of Burlington: 

| _ Religiously, both Mr, Stahl and his wife are No man has been more closely connected with \ 
; wembers of the Presbyterian Church, while socially, | the business interests of the city than Mr. Starker, ; 

Se iy a member of Des Moines Lodge, No. 1, | as the following will show. Since 1860 he has | 
AF. & A. M., of Burlington; also was a member | been identified with its banking interests, and has { 
&f Washington Lodge, but is now a member of | also held many prominent places in city Affairs. He { 
“atner Lodge, No, 379, I. O. O. F. In early | is President of the Iowa Gavings Bank; Director of i 

‘ le « Whig, on the organization of the Repub- | the National State Bank, with which he has been 
d “an party he joined their ranks and has since | connected since its organization; President of the } | 

- “Miated with the same, By industry, economy | Aspen Grove Cemetery, and has been one of its | 
i sol good management, Mr, Stahl has gained a | Directors for twenty-five years; Treasurer and i 
4 ‘mnfurtable competence and has reared a family | Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Opera i 

*ich does honor to his name. He is well known | House, and to him is due the credit for so elegant | | 
4 “al oniversally respected throughout the commu- | a structure; Treasurer of the I. O. O. F. Building; | | 
3 “68 ty which he lives, Treasurer of the Independent School District, and 

Director of the Agricultural Society. He laid off 
4 Si the public square, and also planned and laid off the i 

4 : beautiful cemetery of Aspen Grove. As remarked | 
} : ) WARLES STARKER, President of the Iowa | in the beginning of this sketch, no man in Des | 

z Mate Savings Bank of Burlington. Among | Moines County is more worthy of record in this 
; the solid business men of this county, noone | volume than Charles Starker. He is 2 man of su- 

stent notice in this work more than the subject of | perior judgment, a close observer, and a gentle- | 
: “sketch, who is numbered among the early | man in every respect. In the building up of city | 

; “Sees of 1850, and who has not only witnessed the | and county he has contributed liberally of his means, | . e% ‘ 

5 i A 

|
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and deserves that which he has—the good opinion | County. Ind.. and a daughter of Samuel and Cath. 

| and respect of every citizen of the county who | erine (Eads) Ensley. Immediately after their mar. 

knows him. riage Mr. Eads rented a farm, upon which they 

i Mr. Starker has a beautiful residence on Prospect | resided until 1840, and in that county three chil- 

| Hill, from where he has a view of the * Father of | dren were born: Jonathan, who came with his 

Waters” for nearly fifty miles. His extensive | parents to Des Moines County, went to Oregon in 

grounds are laid off artistically with fountains, hot- | 1855, where he died in 1866, and was buried in the 

house, and everthing that ensures comfort; and | cemetery at Portland: Catherine M. and Esau both 

surrounded with all that makes life enjoyable, he is | died in Franklin County, Ind. On coming to this 

reaping the legitimate fruits of a life of industry, | county Mr. Eads rented a farm which comprises 

* enterprise and integrity. part of the land upon which the city of Burlington 

is built. Here four other children were bory: 

| =) 3. Oliver P., a printer of Springfield, Il.; Josephine | 

and Adeline both died in infaney, and Whitford | 
iL. ENRY K. EADS, a farmer and stock-raiser, } is also deceased. Not finding farming a profitable | 

| 0 residing on section 14, Flint River ‘Town- occupation, Mr, Eads removed to Burlington, there , 

| i ship, is one of the earliest settlers of Des turning his attention to the stone-mason’s trade, jp - 

| ( Moines County. He made the trip to lowa which he was quite successful. “He laid the fou. j 

j from Indiana by team in 1840, finding on his arrival | dation for the Barrett House, and erected a stone | 

| an uncultivated, uninhabited region, with the ex- | bara where the Pilger Bros.’ wholesale business iy ( 

1 ception of a few settlements, and here he took up | now carried on. While residing in this city Mn, : 

his residence. and has now made it his home for | Eads was called to her last rest, in 1846, and he j 

i almost half a century. At that time all kinds of | remains were interred in the Aspen Cemetery, sy i 

i wild game were plentiful, bands of Indians might | was a consistent Christian lady, a member of te 

| be seen on the prairies, and the first farm owned | Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr, Hads was agaiy © 

by Mr. Eads was on the site of the present city of | married, in August, 1847, to Miss Virginia Sle, f 

| Burlington. We record with pleasure the sketch of | who was born in Harrison County, Va.. in Octobe, k 

| this pioneer, whose life has been spent in the | 1820, and is a daughter of Juhn C. and Catherig. - 

| development of and for the interest of this county. | Sleeth, who emigrated to Des Moines County i 

| Mr. Eads was born Ot. 25, 1811, in Franklin | 1837. From this union there were the followieg 

| County, Ind., and is a son of Jonathan and Mary | children: Milton H. died in infancy; Floren i 

(Kinddle) Eads, both of whom were natives of | Jonathan, who wedded Miss Mary Waite, and be § 

| Maryland. ‘They were the parents of eleven chil- | came the father of two children, Abner and bas, | 

| dren, and of that number four are yet living: | is now deceased; George H. died in infancy, “\ 

| Henry K.; Simon J.,a real-estate agent of Burling- In 1861 Mr, Eads purchased 120 acres in Dy, 

| ae Isabella, wife of James Going, of Portland, | ville Township, where he resided for one Yeats ag 

re.; and Perry, a farmer of Hancock County, Ill. | he sold that farm, and, in 1862, purchased Ii 

The history of this family may be found in the | acres of land, on section 14, Flint River ‘Township ‘ 

| sketch of S. J. Eads. where he has since resided, Since becoming 4 gi, i 

The early life of our subject was passed in Frank- | zen of Des Moines County Mr. Eads hga tey 2” 

| lin Connty, Gad., where he received his education | hanared with Wain wah atau hg 

| (ite dog cele tieis tie cle Hetieliea aid | a Hepubiiown tin pollths, fi 1876 was eloetal iat p 
| no tluors, He only attended school in the winter | a strong Democratic majority to the ollie y ah 

| time, his summers being passed in helping on the | Justice of the Peace, and was several timg », ms 

i farm. At the age of twenty he left the parental | elected, having now held the office for twelve wha 
i roof for a home of his own, and was united in mar- | secutive years, and his decisions have always bin es 

( riage with Sallie Ensley, a native of Franklin | sustained by the higher courts, In Mr, Bab yf 

pn nner vee - 
: Pict 

4 ,
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Dr. White is a Royal Arch Mason, and father of “Isham” Gilbert, as he was al- 

a recognized member of the Phi Kappa Psi ways called, was born in Booneville, Ky., 

college fraternity, although he has not at- in 1798, and in 1819 married Philotheta 

tended a chapter for more than thirty years. Parker, in Louisville. Her father, Samuel 

In addition to the degrees mentioned, Dr. Parker, was a pioneer citizen of Louis- 

White received that of LL.D. from the Ville, and the family had traveled thence, 

Iowa State University. He has long been im 1812, all the way from New York State 

a member of the National Academy of im an emigrant wagon, Philotheta being ! 

Sciences (M. N. A. S.), which is the high- fourteen years old at that time. She was ae 

est scientific honor our country has to give born in 1798, near Canandaigua, Ontario 

to any one. He is also foreign member of County, N. Y. Her father was a lineal 
the Geological Society of London, the descendant of the Parker Earls of Mac- 

highest honor Great Britain has to give clesfield, and her mother was a Elowe, of 

to any geologist, an honor conferred upon the family of Admiral Lord Howe, of 

only forty living persons for the whole Revolutionary fame. 

world. He is also corresponding member When ne Gilbert family arrived in 

of many other scientific societies of both Prairie du Chien, there was only a smat- 
Europe and America. : foune ok white Ee American and 

The intelligent and highly gifted family Canadian Eo in evidence; but there 

of Dr. Charles A. White are remembered “STS APY Indians, and the family min- 

in great kindness by the old residents of aD Cig with the Chip- 
Bicinetone nda lows Ciye Dee White pewaS Menominees, Winnebagoes, Sacs, 

Goi esdes: tn Washineten: and oe and acquired a fluent command 

of their languages. Samuel Gilbert he- 

came one of the pioneer lumbermen of the 
. Northwest, and at the age of twenty-two 

ISHAM GILBERT. his son Isham rafted a large quantity of 

lumber down the “father of waters” to 

IsHam GiLberr was born in Hardin the Mormon settlement at Nauvoo, where 

: county, Kentucky, July 2, 1823, and emi- he disposed of his lumber for the building 

grated with his father’s family to Prairie of the Mormon temple then in process i 

du Chien, Wis. (then Michigan Terri- construction. 

tory), in 1830. His grandfather Gilbert Returning to his home at Prairie du 

was a Virginian, and afterward a tobacco Chien, his quest for adventure led him to 

planter and trader in Hardin county, undertake a questionable enterprise, as 

Kentucky,and a large slaveholder, though — regarded his personal safety. In the en- 

a just and honorable one. Becoming con- ploy of the Hudson Bay Fur Company, 

vineed of the error of holding slaves, he [sham Gilbert set out, in the company ot 

liberated them all, even old “Mammy four half-breeds, for the British Posses 

Ailsey,” who was his devoted attendant sions, and the Red River of the north 

during his last illness, and his most faith- taking with him a stock of goods in ca 

ful friend. His son, Samuel Gilbert, the noes, which he proposed to exchange for
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fura, fle panaed the entire winter with with the tribe giving him peculiar fitness 

the Indians, going as far north as the Sel- for this duty, The regiment reunited at 

kirk Settlement, in the British Posses- Jacksonville, and was attached to Smith’s 

sions, and in these months did not meet a Division of the Army of the Tennessee, 

single white man. I quote the following: and had part in General Banks's expedi- 

“His fine appearance, friendly manners, tion to the Red River. At the battle of 

good judgment, and discretion, made him Nashville, in December, 1864, Colonel 

many friends Among the influential men Gilbert was in command of fou: regi- 

of these great tribes, and his presence was ments and a battery of light artillery, and 

welcomed, and his going regretted.” led the charge on the left flank of Hood’s 

In 1847 he married a New England army, starting the retreat and rout of that 

woman, Susan Augusta Sampson, and general’s army. For gallantry at these 

with her established a home at the foot battles the colonel was promoted to be 

«of Lake Pipin, opposite the town of Ruds_brigadier-general. His brigade attested 

Landing, Buffalo county, Wis., at which their admiration for their commander by 

point he had a trading post. Sept. 17, presenting him with a costly sword, upon 

1849, a son, John Webster, was born to which are inscribed the names of the bat- 

them, who still survives. In the spring  tles in which he participated. Upon this 

of 1851, Isham Gilbert and family re- fine gold-mounted sword is inscribed the 

. moved to Allamakee county, Iowa, where following: “ Presented by officers of the 

he laid out the town of Lansing, Iowa. Second Brigade, Second Division, Six- 

He took up his abode in Lansing, and teenth Army Corps, composed of the Six- 

here, Aug. 7, 1851, a daughter, Ella, was teenth Minnesota, Tenth Kansas, Twen- 

born. She did not live to maturity, but ty-seventh Iowa, Thirty-second Iowa, and 

died at the age of twelve, and is buried One hundred’ and seventeenth Illinois Vol- 

in Burlington, Iowa, where she died. At  unteer Infantry, to Brigadier-General Isham 

Lansing, Isham Gilbert built up an ex- Gilbert, as a testimonial of respect to a 

tensive mercantile business, and was as- gentleman, an officer, and a friend.” On 

sociated with Joseph Reynolds, better the opposite side of the scabbard from 

known as “Diamond Joe Reynolds,” in this inscription, is engraved a list of bat- 

. numerous and extensive transactions and tles in which General Gilbert participated, 

speculations. . as follows : — 

At the outbreak of the Civil War the Little Rock, September 10, 1863. 

subject of this sketch organized a com- Fort De Russey, March 14, 1864. 

pany, which was mustered into the serv- Pleasant Hill, April 9, 1864. 

; tice at Dubuque, in 1862, as the Twenty- Chow Anville, April 23, 1864. 

seventh Towa Infantry, and James Isham Marksville Plains, May 16, 1864. 

Gilbert was appointed colonel. A portion Lake Chicat, July 6, 1864. 

of the regiment under Colonel Gilbert was Tupelo, Miss., July 14, 1864. 

detailed to take the government annui- Oldtown Creek, July 15, 1864. 

ties to the Chippewa Indians, his knowl- Nashville, December 15 and 16, 1864. 

edge of the language and acquaintance Fort Blakely, Ala., April 9, 1865.
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Many, many times have I-seen him, when _ tary operations in Tennessee. At the bat- 

on a long march, ride along the line until tle of Nashville he served with distinc- 

he saw some lame and tired soldier, when _ tion, and for the bravery he displayed was 

he would dismount, and having placed the promoted to the rank of brigadier-general. 

weary one upon his steed, would himself He commanded four regiments and a bat- 

walk, perhaps for miles, till he had tery of light artillery, Three brigades of 

reached camp. Then always: before re- the army had been repulsed in their ef- 

tiring, he made a visit to each tent in forts to silence a battery, the capture of 

the regiment. The colonel, for his good which was essential to the success of the 

soldierly ability and bravery, was made a Union forces. ‘Can you take that ,bat- 

brigadier-general long before the close of tery?’ asked General Thomas. ‘I ‘can, 

the war. While tributes have been writ- and I will,’ was General Gilbert’s prompt 

ten and published in some of the maga- and firm reply. He effectually silenced 

zines of the day, commenting upon the the battery; and later in the day General, 

_good qualities of the great men of the Thomas addressed him, ‘I hope your 

"war, yet none of them all was braver or future will be as bright as the star that 

kinder than James Isham Gilbert.” will soon adorn your shoulder.’ He was 

From the Burlington Hawk-Eye: “Gen- made a_brigadier-general. At Mobile, 

eral James I. Gilbert, than whom no more General Gilbert, by his bravery, won the 

genial gentleman or braver soldier ever praise of General Canby. He captured 

lived in Iowa, a former resident of Bur- Fort De Russey, and at the close of the 

lington for many years, died at Topeka, war was sent to Texas to take charge of 

Kans., Saturday evening, of paralysis of military affairs, and a short time ‘after 

the heart, the unexpected and sad intelli- was mustered out of the service, at his 

gence of his dissolution being conveyed urgent solicitation.” 

to his aged mother and brothers residing From a Des Moines paper: “In the 

in this city, yesterday morning. The news heat of debate, the senators paused long 

was generally circulated upon the streets, enough to hear read and pass a joint reso- 

general regret being expressed at the tak- Iution, paying the tribute of the great 

ing away of a man who was the embodi- State of Iowa to the memory of her great 

ment of honor, integrity, and bravery. He soldier ‘and citizen, who has lately passed 

was one of the public-spirited, leading, away, General James Isham Gilbert, of 

and representative men of Burlington, be- the Twenty-seventh Iowa. Several of 

ing connected with the !umber firm of his old soldiers are in the Legislature, and 

Gilbert, Hedge & Co. At the outbreak of in the light of fading day the senators sat 

the Tebellion, he organized the Twenty- with bowed heads and busy brains as the 

seventh Iowa Infantry, which was mus- joint resolution was read, and back rolled 

tered in at Dubuque in 1862, and of which the years of time, and once more the roar 

Mr. Gilbert was made colonel. His regi- of the cannon and the whistle of the min- 

ment participated in the expedition to the nie was heard, and the old flag seen ad- 

Red River, under the command of Gen- vancing, carried by the Twenty-seventh 

eral Banks, and was engaged in the mili- Towa, on the bloody field of Pleasant Hill,
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and each one responded to the low call of plained loudly of the quality of their arms, 
his name by the secretary, in a still lower which were old Prussian muskets, poor 
voice, and the joint resolution was adopted at best, but Colonel Gilbert had the nerve 
unanimously, showing that an Iowa Leg- and tact to satisfactorily silence all com- 

islature still delighted to honor the name _ plaints.” 

of her heroic dead.” While General Grant was inaugurating 
From the Burlington Hawk-Eye: — the campaign against Vicksburg, the 

5 : ‘Twenty-seventh lowa was posted in de- : 

Soe ee SMILE ARY tachments at various places on the rail- 

COED. road, not far from Jackson, Colonel Gil- 

“The Twenty-seventh lowa Volunteers, bert being in command of that post. He 
of which General Gilbert was colonel, was | here won the highest compliments of Gen- 

recruited in the northern part of Iowa, for eral Oglesby for his energetic adminis- 

_ the most part from counties in the third tration, which was especially commend- 

congressional district. On the third of able on account of the unrelenting sys- 

October, 1862, they were mustered into tem whereby rich inhabitants were com- 

the service, the rolls at this time being  pelled to contribute to the support of the 

nine hundred and fifty-two (952) enlisted indigent Union people who had been 

men and forty (40) officers. Within a driven from home, and sought protection 

week after entering the service, the regi- within the lines. In the capture of Little 

ment was ordered to Minnesota to aid Rock, the regiment did not take an actiye 

General Pope. Shortly afterward General part, the fighting of the occasion being 

Gilbert was ordered to Mille Lac, a vil- done principally by cavalry and artillery, 

lage on the lake of that name, one hun- The regiment remained opposite the city 

dred and twenty-five miles north of St. about two months, on guard and picket 

Paul, there to superintend the payment of | duty, Colonel Gilbert the most of the tine 

annuity to certain Indians. Taking six being in command of the brigade. On 

companies of his regiment, Colonel Gil- the 15th of November, he moved his com 

bert marched rapidly thitherward, per- mand by rail to Durrall’s Bluff, and going 

* formed the duties assigned him, and re- thence by steamer ‘down the White and 

turned to St. Paul on the 4th of Novem- up the Mississippi River, reported to Gen- 

ber. While Colonel Gilbert was absent eral Hurlburt at Memphis, near whieh 

on the march to Mille Lac, Major How- city they went into quarters, and there 

ard, commanding ‘the four companies remained till near the close of January, 

which had been left’at Fort Snelling, res 1864. On the 26th of January of that 

ceived orders to report with his detach- year the regiment moved down the river : 

tent at Cairo, Ill. Upon returning to to Vicksburg, and engaged in the battle 

St. Paul, Colonel Gilbert received simis of Pleasant TL in whieh Colonel Gilhert 

Jar orders, and immediately proceeded was wounded in the hand during the 

to Cairo. The united command re- afternoon, but remained in the field 

ceived orders to march with the forces throughout the engagement. Above and 

under General Sherman. The men com- below Greenville, Marmaduke was doing
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much damage General Smith left Vieks- was on this march that General Gilbert 

‘burg te dislodge the troublesome intruder, narrowly escaped death from a tarpeda 
who was routed, and the blockade af the Marini in (Ny foal Whi wae eaqshuntial 

: river raised. Uy this SyiitedT ath, WN Ha tha Hebe Hanpliite an it General 

WAN The Tinea Were aot Gate titimtbed Gilhert was entinets aunties alent 

A WENT AC V45T i eat aide, Gel dhe cand Qae Hee HT, bl tates 
aye faifher| Eat ihe Iiripitdes, apnitist the Horse as to start the blood alk 

Wihiotiehout the catiipdign of Tupelo, he along his sides. General Gilbert moved 

coinmatided a brigade, and the regiment with General Ganard’s army division to. 

bore its full share of the labors, _skir- the left of General Steele, now besieging 

mishes, and battles. In the battle of Blakely, the regiment doing excellent 

Nashville, the Twenty-seventh, Lieuten- service. On April 9, an impetuous charge 

ant-Colonel Lake commanding, Colonel was made on the rebel works, and the 

Gilbert being in command of the brigade, garrison fell. In this fine success, General 

took,a prominent part, entering the rebel Gilbert’s brigade captured eight pieces of 

works, or engaging any troops on their artillery, six hundred prisoners, with a « 

part of the line, capturing guns and pris- loss to itself of less than thirty men, 

oners, and doing its whole duty, with a_ killed and wounded. He gave high praise 

bravery unsurpassed. The regiment was to all the officers and men of his com- 

the pivot of General Smith’s army, which, mand. General Gilbert, for his gallant, ~ 

making a grand left wheel, swung around _ skilful conduct in this brilliant operation, 

the enemy’s left, fighting splendidly all was again recommended for promotion, 

the way, capturing every fortification in which no doubt he would have at once 

the front, several lines of good works, received but for the cessation of hostili- 

and large numbers of prisoners, the colo- ties. He was brevetted a major-general 

nel commanding, ‘and his troops won soon afterward. At Montgomery the 

great éclat for theit conduct on the field. command awaited orders for mustering 

It was not. long afterward that Colonel’ out. On the 23d of June, General Gil- 

Gilbert was promoted, without.a particle bert issued an cloquent farewell address 

of political influence, to the rank of briga- to lis troops, and departed for the North, 

dier-general. His brigade in this conflict bearing with him the benedictions of all 

met with casualties numbering only his old comrades in arms. Such is the 

ninety-one, a most honorable and gratify- military record of General Gilbert, briefly 

ing fact, which may be accounted for by told. He was a bold, fearless, intrepid 

the wild firing of the rebels. commander, and brave as the bravest.” 

“The Twenty-seventh next participated Personal: In regard to General Gil- 

in the campaign against Mobile. On_ bert’s education, he attended for a time 

April 2, it was sent out with the brigade, the school in Prairie du Chien, but later 

General Gilbert commanding, on a recon- the grandfather Gilbert sent East for a : 

naissance, with the object, also, of open- tutor for his children, and he resided in 

ing communication with General Steele, his family. The children acquired a flu- 

about to invest the works of Blakely. It ent command of the French language as:
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4 taught them by the Canadian French, and prime, and keeps well informed concern- 

were conversant with the languages of ing the events of the day. He was born 

the several tribes o1 Indians by whom March 21, 1815, in Adams county, Ohio, 

they were surrounded. Grandmother Gil- his parents being Andrew and Hannah 

bert employed an Indian nurse, and the (Adams) Burns. He comes of the same 

children, with this nurse, would fre- family to which belonged the illustrious 

quently pass an entire day with the Chip- bard of Scotland, Robert Burns. His 

pewa tribe unmolested. Their free, health- father» was a farmer, and was reared in 

ful, out-of-door life developed in the boys Pennsylvania, whence he removed to Vir- 

the fine physique for which they were ginia,*and afterward to Adams county, 

noticeable, making of them the strong Ohio. : The education of Robert Burns 
and rugged types of manhood that ren- was obtained in the old-time subscription 

. dered them veritable “sons of Anak.” schools, and it was not until he was 

General Gilbert was nearly six feet in eighteen years of age that he had the 

height, broad-shouldered, and of good opportunity of attending a free school. 

weight in proportion to his height. My He began his education in a dilapidated 
father was neyer tired of rehearsing his old log building with greased paper win- 

deeds of bravery and his nobility of char- dows, and in one end of the room was 

acter. He was the ideal son, brother, an immense fireplace. There were slab 

husband, and father, and of such mag- seats, and the desk was formed by laying 

netic sweetness of nature as to draw all a slab upon wooden pegs driven into the 

men unto him. ‘ We children grew up wall. 

reverencing our soldier uncle, and con- Robert Burns_ left Ohio, after edu- 

tinue to revere his memory, and feel that cating himself in both vocal and violin 

“To live in hearts we leave behind, is not music, and in 1856 went to Morning Sun, 

to die.” ‘ Iowa, where he lived and taught music 

a for ten years.. He then removed two 

miles north of the town, where he spent 
, three years, and in 1872 came to his pres- 

i ROBERT BURNS. ent pore in Yellow Springs township, 

purchasing forty acres of land. He atter- 

No history of Des Moines county ward sold twenty acres of this, and now 

would be complete without mention of retains the remainder. He was married 

Robert Burns, who has passed the nine- Jan. 31, 1837, to Miss Jane Milligan, who 

tieth mile-stone in life’s journey, and is was born in Adams county, Ohio, April 

therefore one of ‘the post venerable citi. 22, 1810, and was also educated there in 

zens of this part of the State. He is so the carly schools. Her parents were 
well preserved, however, both mentally James and Mary (Pilson) Milligan. Mr, 

: and physically, that he would hardly be and Mrs. Burns had one child, Mary 

accredited with,that number of years by Caroline, who was born Feb. 12, 1830, 

those unfamiliar with his history. In and died of cholera Aug. 7, 1849. 

spirit and interests he seems yet in his Out of the kindness of their hearts, 

i ;
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Tae celebration of Aldo Leopold and his fanily in April “oF .1980 

LS em RisHOricureviey of la snecial man and tae navural, iciulitamei: 

and f2nily environments thet nurtured him. In an effort to under~ 

Standeo 1s -fanily antluences wii ciwmel ped “snave {1Goh Soc tne oO uae 

Lsoooldad chilGnen, 10 2S necessary, voeco «back not: only to Ce Ry 

yarents but also to their aternal Srendagoarents. .Caraarles Starker's 

chowee of a nomesite. “and eftorts tol serve thes youne, Gomnuna ty 

wnere “is children and grandchildren would be raised, have had 

fe OROLOUnO -impactenat only oni ls Own fanily,: buteglsc bined @ 

presenc cultural environment of the Burlington anea, 

Wae effect of the Starker fanily on the déevelooment end crown 

of Burlington is of historice] significance and deserves special 

MecoOenVeLOn a lee Ornl Cina le mnones mands ero undsS JON) PaO spe Cae tania) 

are 2 direct -ohysical rénvresentation of tie fanily's® lives yle 

and interests. 50 an @onlication is beings prevxvared to noininage 

the Starker-=Leopold Estate co tne Wational Resister ot Historic 

Places in Taacicis (ther research nepjorv trom Walch seetrons. Of Ene 

Netional Register Nomination are taken. Tne report concentrates 

on Charles Starker and his influence on the Leopold family 

: as there are other aspects of the celebration that focus more 

directly on Aldo Leopold and hisiinmediate family.
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eC LeA eM LI Wen) one man iS able to accomplish so’ such 

‘ for tne sood of others. Ne Tes Leno and Scone Of Charles Stan-erts 

Activities Which have benefited the cOhmunity, past and present, 

are fensrally unrecosnized or not fully aporeciated. Altnoush 

tnere are many vague references to nis work: ive vba dOnt biG 

cemetery? or to) nim 1s due the credit for So elegant a structure!+ 

(ine Opsea Ouse) ;onis Snscific réie Nas beenelittiesunderstood. 

Family recollections have led to more detailed researcn and 

taese collected strands of information “now s@ivera cleerer 

picture of Starxer's ssecific involvement and contributions to 

the culcural environment of his family and the larger community. 

Tae variety of Starker's influence on the Burlington environment Q 

corresconds to the distinct pnases of his business career, 

During his early years (1850-1875) as an architect, engineer, and 

mercniant, he was an active builder and designer. After he 

entered |the banking world (1875-1900) he acted more on a 

consulting basis; coordinating projects. Charles-Starxer was 

the "Universal sian". His advice was sought on many projects 

not because Ne was an influential banker, but because of his 

insieht to both the aesthetic and practical aspects of building 

and develooment. Starker's popularity stemmed from his backaround 

in the arts, Wnich along with his even disposition ennabled him 

to work so well with others. When Starker took the reins of a 

project he sought other professional advice, hiring en architect, 

engineer etc... He did not seize these opportunities from any 

self-serving motivation, Because of his background he could 

communicate the concepts and needs of a project in a way that 

few Oulers were Guala pied etosdo. line resultarom Burlington 

fag A HST EB ER neediAat yy sites the. Oesich And were AS beiwea 

COOrmI nara hy a KnOWLEdRabLGe Drole sessions d



Paavles itarkter as born in Stulteart, 2 Vurverbung. | Genunny to Ne 

olf Pleinrichvend Cathanina Starker. 2 lis: fauiet sand arendiasier ‘ 

were both furniture dealers. He attended the Beale Sc100l and 

the, Polytechnical Scnool where ne studied architecture and 

landscape engineering. Leaving scnool at the age of seventeen, 

Ae snant four years with tas Bavarian sovernment sunervyising 

De ereculon-~ OL Drid@ss and canal locus. WOr is shims ens was 

the first assistant enginecring arcaitect to his -uncle “who was 

THe MCh Gimeng ine ermine Chares Ome tye wbun Ming sO Met = DOmnau—= erty 

Rivern-;Candl. ln “prid 1847 he began working aut ie siarble quarries 

in Lombardy, Italy; but wien revollucion broke out in rebruary 

Of 1646 ne decided Lolimiicrate to. the UlS. 

Starkereiel lL iarvve On tae twenty-second of Octoser, le4erand 

eleer a74c) cay Journey arrived in Suffalo, New Yor... fe 

Obtained His -rilrst position with Grav < Company, tide and, leather 

mercwence f0n 6.007 e month... Desiring slo 20 Plurinde ewes. he 

asec suc be tCranslerred) lo the  conseny! sebreancy inca ano. 

He-Left the firm shortly after tnat and soent about foursmonths 

working in the office ob pChicaco arciitecu: 1, snudsony wnen 

ROrnerisberri vOrlalesovernuor Grimes went to Chicagouanelesa.to 

findean areni tect, to desizn nis new Monemin burlinavonyane wes 

advised. to hire Charles Starker. “Svarker, accedtea tace*comnission 

and went to Burlington in the fell. "je was enamoured witn the 

‘ view of Burlington" from HLS firstestehmOoci tsa lererasaving 

tigeatitereninded nincot, iis homeland) 1 cermany".* Since 

"ne was tired of the Chicaso mud flats",? ne decided to locate 

nermanently in Burlington, Starker then desicned several other 

DULL eae Lieb LOW, sOne@. ol. bie other known strushures wos 

the Home of the longtime pastor of virst Congresational: Church 

and nosed historian, .cie .evercnd gDOCTvOr Wa iene Saucer,
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By JQetober OR USsleBurlington was a calewayvetol tas west aya ta 

Mearmious roads ibeina developed, 50 Starker felt thet a more promi sins 

5 Piveli 1000 10 7such a vouns town would be Une Mercantile trade, 

Wemenvcered. tie «retail arocery business witn Adoltn Meyer in 

Te52 With 34,000 canival porrowed) Prom his  fanily. MV enn mest ae SG 

Vear sales were 27,000. Meyer died and jin 1865 Starker) formed 

2 Dartnershin in the wholesale grocery business with Edward 

ingemann., ©-fn 1875 their sales were 5800,000. 

Sita we niVves mea COUT TOnO sandra moO cachici Mg mule rans sabia 

US 5A ne mMoarried=Warie Runge of Burlinstonk. » Piey had.two surviving 

ehidaren: ArcnuUY, @ Erain, Geelen who was of delicate nealth 

died early, and Clara, who married Carl Leopold, the furniture 

manufacturer and outdoorsman in 1885. 

IMBC O/, sperkeriiwas living! on North Hill; sat the root ofeArcn 

facing Third Street. As alderman for that orea he became involved 

in the first of che inany community cevelooment projects he would 

assist. ‘He nelnoed initiate Puna -revsing 10r tne 

HOP CAs iia rupli GeSquare 1 MprOVemMents, andrdidetne Ori cinalslendscane 

avout OlrGhesparic a. (Ne; inlolalevorlic on vliewoaric. included 

TicmremOVvelpOnimrencespand (depris, the Layouc offs the orice walics ; 

aU one DEanel uct Olmties Clmierees. Tach nountalny was noueconstmucted 

Un col Cay pwc may have, Deen called forsin tne original plans. 

The ierocery Business was SOld in 1275, but Charles Starker, was 

NOLatac SOmLCOR Nan Lobes Concent Wi ulareturemcn lsu fibencs Led 

in banking (he had been a director of tne First National Bank 

Since 1862) he formed the Towa State Savings Bank in 1874 with 

HD. tend, 0.0.1 reasley, and sdward  lagemann. = Becoming) the bank's 

firstioresident, ne retained that office until his deati in 1900. 

Huvine tiissneriod Starwem Alea served a Tlenreey. Gari Ano tile 

AGEN ren Oem Ga Cente atlas Oli Lampoon i ell Mee Ol mse wet hs UO Mrs We 

M20 “Deen eres president Of tie purl neson LoaneangdsBuilding 

Association since 1868. By 1878 he nad made several return 

trios to Cermnany (one in 1873) and influenced about 300 families 

(annroximately 1,500 people) to immicrate to the Burlington area, 

This was at least in’ pert related to nis business 2nd =benling 

interests. ‘lowever, it had a greater and longer lasting influence 

on the community ‘because of the nacume of the, etanicedevelopnent 

tiene this. arous of people would@ pring = sine iplliuc ol taose
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Hessen hanilies Made guite an impacs von tie manner an wii) + ‘ 
Burlinscon was ceveloved, rae OLQ° world quality of |stOne ‘churches 

end yous lGaneseclose torecuner, stairstepping up che niliewdes 

US Still) gute vevident today! - 

MpOUt hey Gime ne entered the banzane field, Starkerimoved mis 

Pn) Wu cn ea SBaAc TOUS Ome cone nose Cum Ll a(beuvecni) 6720 enusley a. 

RUA e Sar snds eri vicizea aimenor muy Veeenle Nome jecnere 

Meme; locel Gears, of plague and mo] ks “tnougsuawtwvas. LOO daneerous 

SO -LiverOn tne blurt so near the: "miasmicimistirising cron the river! > 

ViGsSta rier House was bullt soortly after the ¢clgee- of tis Civil 

Wars S0meierC Detween 1868 and 31574, by the adventurer and 

eéntrevrensur, General James ishan Gilbert. “Gilbert's fatner 

Negdobeen Ss Dionee: lumberman in VWisconsin.: |Arten excursions 

into “lumbering, fur! trading ,»the mercentile business; Land 

speculationsend town Gevelooment, Jaues Gilbert joined the: Union 

\rmy and was promoted to tne rank of General following the battle 

of: Nashville: Arter the wear he cane cto Burlington and entered 

one: lumber: business asain, tais time witn his two brotners, 

Eetabplisiecein) 165i, tie company was Originally known es JWG 

Me es Gaal meres Company. beter che name was. changed to” Gilbert: 

Hedge & Commoany.) Tney were’ an important firm until the northern 

forest reserves were exhausted after the turn-of—the-century, 

manufacturing twenty—-Seven million board feet in 1888.alone. 

Gilbert constructed and occupied several fine homes in Burlington, 

the culmination of which was the imposing house on Prospect Till. 

He was known..as: “a. lover of the beautiful, as the srounds about 

hea stately homes occuni Lo wap yt en Par jess Loy 1 ys bes $ 

MUS (OL War NOVSe,  PeSlued 1) Cie al aroe stables parn thats was 

nares or tne original construction on Prospect tll es However, 

the lure of western mining soon became too strong to resist.
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‘ever Occupying tre estate forv-only a short tine, Gilberiosold Ni i 

i=, to Charles Starker. (ramily recollectlons#indicate’ tiat-tne oN 

‘ Starker family moved into the house wnen Charles! daughter, Clara, 

was thirteen years o14 (1672). )ilowever, City Directories do not 

show General: Gilbert occupying the property until 1674.) then he 

aSi listed casmune -sOle. resident until Charles Starker's name apovears 

along wich nisin: tae directory fort 1876-79.) After that year, 

Charles Starxer is tne only name shown. ) 

Starker developed the site with its beautiful views and setcing 

in a manner sympatnetic to the natural landscape. Hd planted 

many of the large old trees that can be seen today, and developed 

tne bluffline path that was used and enjoyed by the entire 

neighbornood. The newspaper of the day called the grounds 

'. “a bird's paradise", saying that this was an "effort to preserve 

some of the greatest gifts of nature...Birds that were deily 

visitors in the long ago, and now but rarely seen, are found 

nesting on this idvilic S00UC, PecululnG Wlenl. tie=seasons with ee 

tee knowledge of security for themselves and their young." AE Sees 
caus Canpseapes = Eve- 

ipsiaan ts Frory Pens Foamn 

Duyving = has years on. Prospect till, Unerles Starker: devoted 6) Gaccuuwe 

great deal of his time and talent to the community. He was a 

Stockholdersinemost Of"tnae=roads coming into,-tie city wane : 

served On tne storm sewer committees witn city engineer, Chas. Deilass ,® 

developing a drainage and sewer plan which was sopnisticated 

and responsible in part’ for’ bringing the noted Chicaso 

" sanitation engineer TO. a. Cheese nee Burlington as a consultant. 

It is interesting to note that one of the five points of the 

overall plan was to "“oreserve tne natural water courses as far as 

enn be done consistantly with the vudlic good.""° 

Starker was the longtime president of the Cemetery Association 

£1375-1900), and had been a director since 1863. He did indeed 

lay outveylarce portion ot Aspen Grove Cemetery. ,1e-did.tis. in



OU 7 

Se | 

aimaturelisticustyle, preservine as much of :the native woods as aan cue 

"possible. Sie roadway and plantine showed a sensitivity to the Dues s 

existing land forms which was patterned after the vopular rural 

cenetery movement in America.” Tne Cemetery Roard described his 

work as follows: Muving all thesyears that Mr. Starker mas 

been connected with the. association, witnout compensation, he 

has cheerfully given a large share of his time to its work. 

Wot confining himself to the usual duties of the office ne neld, 

he pave his skill and ‘ability as a landscane engineer And Ais i 

cultivated taste as a florist and a lover ofcthée beautiful, 

and no inconsiderable part of his private fortune in laying out 

and adorning the grounds of the association..." For his services 

tov the cemetery, Starker was originally given the selection of 

Nis own lot, but’ with, the passage. of time and the changing of the - 

hoard, ‘this arrangement was lost. 

Starker was deeply “involved d-toe planning, Ofatwo7Ory aie most 

imposing structures of his ‘day. He was the chairman, of. tire, building 

committee for tne Onera House and is given much of the credit .for 

obtaining "so elegant a structure". je wes responsible Lor bringing 

Tn wntoaso;archnitect,).Col.:5.V..-Shipman, for the commission and 

coordinated the construction activities in 1880-1882. During 

1880-1881 Starker was also an alderman at-large. aver : 

served on the advisory committee for HG 088 tltowe aitaing> 

(1887) designed by prominent Burlington architec wchearies: A. 

Dunham,’* Starker reportedly worked on the,.design and: layout 

(F snake Autey (2804) witn the help of his’ son, Arthur, «and 

‘city engineer Willian Steyined Starker’also consulted on the 

layout of the proposed park for toe Union Depot, And ne waa a 

sharter inember at the Crystal Lake Cluh (1885), a private 

snooting ciub and preserved natural erea wnich is located just 

across the river in Illinois. lie served in various nositions 

with both the German-American and the public schools, and was 

the longtime treasurer of the school board. And for a time
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Ne was the director of tne Des lioines County Agricultural soit . 

: and craimen of the art committee. ; 

Yowever, the vhilanthropnic activity that Charles Starker is best 

remembered for is his role in the development of Crapo Park. 

Worsxing closely witn Philip Crano, Starker conducted the delicate 

negociations with the German farmers for the sale of lands for 

tne narns. Starxer was understandably vopular with his fellow 

Germans, while Philip Crapo was regarded as strong willed and 

difficult to work with. Following the desisn of Earnshaw & 

Punsnon, Landscape engineers, ’Starxer took charge of the more 

detailed layout. We expanded and altered tne original pathway 

system and designated the adjacent plantings. The change in 

the paths was necessitated by the fact that the Coliseum was not 

Hulit: tn) tne: location originally designated in the plans,: and : 

the major vedestrain circulation was from the Coliseum to the lake. 

Many of the paths were constructed in 1896 to 1898; they were 

besun for the Seni-Centennial and followed up with more work 

while’ Starker was still a park commissioner. i 

liis advice was sought on the buildings of tne(Geacase Brians 

reach the new park. Starker had experience with the ew"! 

concrete bridges in Germany and advised that. concrete’ be used 

for the bridge foundation but not tne pillars. He also advised 

the City to nire an expert in this area:for further, recommendations. 

’ Starker and Cravo often did not agree on road construction and 

other matters’ concerning the park. One fanily story relates 

that Crano wanted to terrace the Blackhawk Springs Ravine into 

more formal beds of salvia and cannas. But Starker persuaded hin 

to keen the ravine more in its neoburel states’? The teturslly 

Btyded dace sin the park was named Lake Starker son him an; tie 

oniginal lendscape engineers' design. And he also served on the 

original board of park comnissioners, seeing the par through 

its difficult formative years and the Semi-Centennial Celebration. 

+
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‘ : When the Semi-Centennial Celebration plans were just getting - 

under way, ‘Starner was one of ‘the first to come forward with 

his eontribution of 5200 to get the fund drive started. Both 

he and Edward Hagemann made weekly trips to the vark to insnect 

the development progress, and Starker was known to frequently 

bay the erivdreas;acdollertsiworth of rides’ onthe chutes: 3 

Stanier-was generally inclined to favor more naturalistic 

landscane arranzements; on the grounds at Prospect 'lill he Aad 

only one formal Victorian flower bed. He snowed such a Sensicivaty 

to natural qualities in the development and care of his grounds 

that he srovided a unique home. environment for his children and 

grandchildren, establishing a’fanily tradition of appreciation ; 

for the naturel world. . 

Cnrarles’S$tarkxer's daushter, Clara, married local businessman and © 

outdoor enthusiast, Carl Leopold in 1885. For awhile trey lived 

inthe Starker home with her parents and their first three 

children were. born nere. Later Starxer constructed a separate 

home for them on the proverty. “hey moved into the Carl Leopold 

home in about 13°93... After Charles Starker's sudden death in 1900 

and Ais: widow, Marie passediaway in 1201, Clara’ and Carl Leopold 

moved back into the larger house and here they raised their four 

children; Aldo, Marie, Carl, and Frederic. The Leopold home ; 

was rented for awhile and the care of both homes and the highly 

developed grounds fell to Carl Leonold, 

Carl was a Burlington native who in 1386 formed the Rand-Leopold 

Desk Company witn C.y. Rand. They took over the older, 

Northwestern Furniture Company that manufactured revolving 

bookcases, lawyers hi-boys, and wall desks and started sroducing 

the newly developed rolltop desks. Under the motto "Built on 

Honor to Endure "|,they Shipped, rolltop desks from coast to 

coast, a major part of the extensive wood industries so important 

to Burlington. . Shortly after the turn-of-the-century, these 

desks (highly prized in their prime and again today as classics). - ..
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began to decline in popularity. Originally designed so that ~ » 

: a businessman could quickly leavejhis desk by elosing and locking ’ 

Lt, the development of filing cabinets eliminated the need for 

the rditop desk as a self contained unit. In the early 1900's 

Sar] Leopold toox over sole ownership of the business (employing 

anoroximately 109-150) and the company continued to manufacture 

High quality office furniture until the family interests were 

sold in the Late 1960's. 

Like, his'tatner—in-lew, Carl Leopold was active in community 

sifairs. During the Semi-Centennial Celebration he was one of 

tne City Commissioners. He was a director of the Semi-Centennial 

Cornoration and in charge of the immensely successful river wo. 

carnivals. But most importantly, he was an outdoorsman, a ¢ EFrecy ow he 

hunter and conservationist who instilled in all‘his children a CA 

résvect and love for the natural world. 

Although he creatly enjoyed- tne snort ofy tne hunt, ie shoc only 

what his family would eat. In the Leopold family "wild game 

was considered as a special priveledge...and was always served 

svarincly".4 There Was no Killing aZ'boatload of dicket pe WOS 

Quite, literally done by some hunters of the day. Carl Leopold's 

sensitive approach to hunting is recalled by his son Frederic: 

'"Patner had stopped spring shooting before my earliest memories. 

what I recall as deys of high duck population (1903-1904) he 

i looked upon with the eye of a man who had been a hunter since 

boynood in the 1860's, who had observed a great decline in the 

duck population and realized that we nad better reduce our 

Kill or inevitably we would lose our sport." 7! 

When Carl vassed away in 1914, the care of the estate was left 

to Clara. Facing her responsibility, she developed quite an 

. interest in plant materials, studying nursery catalogs and 

learning the operation of the greenhouse. She planted the 

white oaks and hemlocks and many of the smaller plantings that :
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ye can be seen today. Sie became tne: family matriarch; Livin ‘ 
vo e 

: UntaL 1948, sne sestablished a slong continuous line of i Tamily, 

traction, 

Being the Oldest, Aldo had already begun his own career far fron 

homeowhen Carl died, so the resnonsibility of the family business 

feltiou ne young), Snoulders of Carl S. and Frederic. «After 

the war Carl S. took over as president and Fred as a vice president, 

with Carl advancing to, voresident of tne board in. 1953, ae 

Prrederic becane vnresident at that time, a position he retained. 

until: the:company was sold in the late 1960's. 

4ldo Leopold, who studied for a career in land management, was 

yart of a-fons line of family intent on the study and conservation 

of tne natural environment. Close to his father and grandfather, 

and the oldest Leopold child, Aldo was intensely influenced by 

the natural surroundings Starker nad srovided for his fanily. 

ie. becane a TOrester inthe: Soutnwest, develooing an anproach 

to timber management and wildlife preservation and influencing 

tne establishment of the first desiznsted wilderness area in 

Viet oe a inoleed Ne moved Mis-fanily to iladison,: Wisconsin: 

From, here he conducted Studies in “a nine state area tnat led 

TOudis  DOOK ie Game ianagementic: Publisned inv 1933 .i this, stad) 

used as a basic text in wildlife Managenenu study. .lnwthats same , 

year, Aldo was made Professor of Game Management, a chair newly 

created for him at the University of Wisconsin. He remained 

witni-tie University until his untimely death “in 1948;° His 

international recognition, however, is for his writings on 

conservation. | A keen observer, Aldo's journal entrys of.his 

exnériences in the field not only contain valuable scientific 

information, but are also enjoynble reading for the lyrical way 

he was able to turn a phrase. iiore otilosopnical writing, nis mature 

conservation thought and explanation’ of tne “Land ethic" 

has become a testament for those concerned with preserving the
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quality of life. . iis books A Sand County Almanac end Round " 

. 2iver Aave. been continually anvreciated and nonular since * 

their.posthumous publications, oe 

ALdo*s*brother,’ Carl S.,° remained in) Burlington, building: his 

own, colonial style home on tne southwest corner of the family 

yrovertvian 1922.) Sometime after the deatn of Carl. S.{in 1958, 

the: nouse-andits-lot were sold out of the amily estace. 

warie Leopold Lord returned to the Starker House to raise her 

children and still resides there. ; 

In' the early 1920's Frederic Leopold moved into the nouse constructed 

for “is mother ,and father; he resides in the house in which he 

was born. He is widely respected as one of the foremost experts 

On wood, ducks. is: studies. began at the Crystal Lake Club in 

1989). Then in 1943, uncertain whether the birds would nest there, 

he moved three boxes to the grounds of the Starker-—Leopold property 

Onethe DLutt High above, the river. ‘The results were so successful 

that he has continually increased tne number of nesting boxes. He 

has. kept continuous careful records and his scientific experiments 

have yielded a most definitive study of the duck's nesting habits. 

In the process he has developed a nunber of modifications on the 

standard’ wood ducx nest box which increase both the safety for 

the birds and the ease in checking tre boxes. 

Over the years Frederic has cared diligently for the homes, | 

grounds, and plant materials so beloved by all his family. He 

has experimented with a number of plant species and wildflower 

seeding. It was Fred who introduced the bald cypress to the 

Burlington area. And his spring wildflower display on the 

Starxer-Leopold grounds is magnificent, done sensitively and 

largely in §2e natural style, 

The four Leopold children have in turn given the legacy of the 

great outdoors to their many children and grandchildren, the 

majority of whom have gone on to establish themselves as professionals 

and noted experts in the various assects of conservation and 2 

the natural world. d
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ie Pomceale Gubiocrapnical Albuin of Des ioines County Lowe: 
Cazrcarotin \cne Publishing. Comvany, 71888, \p.me2i, 

ais Yrederic,.Leonvold and iisrie Lord on their crandfather, Charles 

To povarken, winterviewed by Steven Brower; March 1980; 

Se ee LOR On heraspedbacnser, Coarles Starker, anteryleved 

by Steven. Brower, arch 28, 1978. 

4A, Frederic Leopold on his grandfather, Charles Starcer, ~. 
TiWLervieved: by, Steven Brower, jj7ey '30, 11979. 

Seiguerenerva Leopold ioninis father, Carl "Leonold and “prandfatner,; 

Cher les -wuarker, gincerviewed “by sStEven Brower Apmis 1972. 

6g) Biorvrannical Review of Des Moines County, Lowa, Chicago: 

POneruruplLisning Company, 19C5 {0.10703 

Vou “Avpirdls raradise'", undated newsvaper clipping, attached 

to dgavdawkeve article dated June 24,1894, ini the: Leopold 
Pani ys ules. 

8. Before. becoming city engineer (1876-1881), Cnarles De lass 

was a local school principal and independent engineering 

consultant.,: During his years as city engineer, he wes 

responsible for tne first street railway systems and the 
1aVing. Civlarge -anounts, of cob>lestonerstreets and levy: 
He beein. she city storm Sewer syste:a in: 1876 and *the final 
sewer plan was largely his work. 

Qe) CVES Cheesbrough was a railroad engineer, chief engineer and 

comnissioner of the Boston Vaterworks, and nad travelled 

Gurone studying drainages systems, before becoming an engineer 
for; the*Cnhicago sewerage system in 1855. He was: responsible 

4 forthe planning of river and lake, access tunnels: for tie 
‘ waterworks and was chiet engineer of the Board of Public 

| Waterworks from 1861-1879. In 1879 he became a private 

consultant for many of the largest cities in the nation. 

Weis» also’ the man who was responsible for: raising the 
streét grades in: Chicago. 

10. Annual (Report for the City of Burlington, for the year ending 

March (ed 1882179 . 

11.¢ Adolph Strauch, the famous landscape gardener, who had emigrated 
from Germany, was Known primarily for his worx on rural 

cemeteries, especially Spring Grove in Cincinnati. Strauch's 
writings were accepted as the authority on such work by tnose 

in America who later came to call theinselves lendscane 

architects (such people as Frederick Law Olmsted). In these 
earlier days of rural cemeteries, the managenent and
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administration of a cemetery was an equal resnonsibility. 

: with the desien and layout. Consequently there was a great 

deal written in regard to road design and plantings which ¥ 

appeared in the trade journals. Since Starker was president i 
of Aspen Grove from 1875-1900, he was probably familiar 

with these discussions. It would be nossible that he even 

came to known Strauch or Joseph Earnshaw (see Note # 16) through , 

: Visits to Cincinnati. or through their mutual interest ‘ 
in natural style design. \ 

12. "Resolutions of Sympathy", Gazette, February 12, 1900. : 

133° Portrait, and Biographical Album of Des Hoines: County, Op. ‘cit... 

14, Architect Charles A. Dunham was known to have designed many 
nublic.buildings sucn.as court houses and schools throushout 

the, Midwest, several buildings at Towa State College, and 
many residences and buildings locally. Designed by Dunham ' 
for Burlington and still existing are; First Congregational 

Church 1867, Spring Grove Church 1868, CUarpenter-ifcArthur 
House 14878, Hedges Block 1882, Prospect-Hill School Lao2, 

and the Blaul Building 1893. i 

15. William Stevh is knowm to nave worked with Charles Starxer on 
both the development of Snake Alley and Crapo Park; ne was 

later elected a vark commissioner. Steyn also did some 
blOcK layout work for Aspen Grove Cemetery in) 1900 ;and 1909, 

but it is not known if he did cemetery work during Starker's : 
term’as president. Steyh designed the cemetery at Centerville 

in 2897 aad worked on.and, off .throughout his ?eareeriag-a 
: Survey ensinecer Tortie!) railroads. “Witliam Steyn was;city 

engineer from 1882 through 1896 with the excention of 1884, 
and them e@gainiin 1904 and 1905.-.He was responsible for: a 
ereat dealiofr the development in the city waicn;canizstill be 

seen’ today, such as the use of brick paving and limestone 

curbing, and stone culverts sucn as Bonn's Hollow and the ; 
é Ninth Street viaduct. It was Steyh who did the survey and 

layout for' the street railway system in Burlington.) In 

his early exverience he had laid out and supervised the 
construction of the grounds and reservoir at the Mt. Pleasant 
Yospital for the Insane (1871-72). Steyn was very interested 
in park development in the city, calling for the development 

of South. Hill Park, river overlooks, and beauty spots on: 
untravelled street right of ways, such as 6th and 7th 

Streets between Washington and Columbia. ‘le was persistent 
in calling for'a tax levy for park purposes even before 

there waS ennabling state legislation. And he was well read in 

the landscape journals of the day.



16. “Sarnsaay & Punsion, Landscape Engineers, worced on many 

parks and cemeteries dnd other larze scale subdivisions 

seross tne’ nation. | tlowever, most Of itheiriworie wasqconcentrated 

east of the ilississippi. Joseon Earnshaw started as a 

surveyor, doing a great deal of work on subdivision (olats, 

waseryorks orojects,, and elevated railway and inclined 
; Slane workin Cancinnati. = ie eso, did agcrear venous) Om 

work2invroad layout and design in the Cincinnati pan, 

Syvenenuvand Spring Grove Cemetery witi landscane voirdensn, 

Adolpo Serauch. 9 (sce GOte oil Pine: workmonwniucn wecney 

collaborated was 2 great influence on Harnsnaw'!s Later work, 

in the later 1880's and 1890's, Barnshaw became xnown as 

evlandscane engineer because of the popularity of his work 

On naris, cemeteries, and a0spital grounds which incluced 

tne desisn and layout of plantings and structures. : 

17. in Starser's earlier work such as the arrangement of Nortn 

Will Park and the geometric plots on tie ridgetops in 
Aspen Grove Cemetery, there wes an inclination toward 

a more formal landscane develonment that was still in 

sympathy with the natural land forms. The initial design 

elenents of roadways and vatniways at the cemetery rollowed 

the toposrapnhy while the decorative arrangements of plants, 

fountains, seating, etc. was laid out more: formally within 

thie mecuraletrameyork. Tne nore) formal type orucevel oomene 
was tne) Eradi tional :anproacn to Lendscane gardening and 
G2siegn during Starker's veriod of training on the continent. 

However, Oy the later 1800's, ene English victuresque 

style of landscave design nad Dbecoine the dominant form 

din-Americav and influenced Svarcer's > laler wor... 
. 

18.) Towa Centennial Booklet of Burlington, 1346. 

19, Leopold, Frederic, Recollections of an Old Member, 

Gat) thessuriington eub lic Library), Mareh 1977. 

-20. Frederic Leopold interview, April 1972, on. cat. 

21. Leopold, Frederic, Recollections of an Old Member, on. cit.
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; CONDITION i CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED UNALTERED XCORIGINAL SITE 

x.GOOD —RUINS ‘ —ALTERED —MOVED oS 
_FAIR UNEXPOSED 

"DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE OCS 

Introduction s 

The Starker-Leopold Historic District is composed of a group of 
three houses 2nd surrounding grounds, all occupied for extensive 
periods by the Starker-Leopold famaly. The architecturally 

j significant Charles Starker House wes built c. 1868-1874 and has 

been lived in by the family from approximately 1878 to the present 

resident, Marie Lord, daughter of Carl A. Leonold. It is located ; 
: ot the end of Clay Street and faces the Missission1 River on the 

mast. The Carl A. Leopold House was built c. 1893 by Charles 
; Starker for Clara, his daughter, and her husband, Carl A. Leonold. 
: This home is still occunied by their son, Frederick Leopold. 
A Tt ys located on) Clay Street, which it faces to the morth and benand 

' the Starker House. The Carl S. Leonold House was built c. 1922 
3 by 2nother son of Carl A. Leopold. This house is no longer in 

femily ownershin. It faces Grand Street on the south. The property 
; was d:vided into three distinct ownerships, but the lawn areas 

h-ve remained onen with anterior sidewalks serving a centrally . 
located garage. The grounds immediately surrounding the Ster«xer 

; House “nd along the bluffline ere a nart of the original development 
by Cherles Starker an the 28370"s, The character of the site is). 

i represented by the imposing Starker House on the blufftop with its 
river view through the trees, and situated amidst the pastoral 

landsc:ne. The site exemplifies the philosophy of the Starker- 

i teopold f°mily so persuasively argued by Starker's grandson, Aldo 
; Leonold--tnat man should co-exist watn the rest of the natural world, 

: 1. Charles Starker House (101 Clay) ec. 1868-1874 
‘ Style ; 
i The Starker home is a large, Italianate frame house with 

ecl-vbo2=rd siding and an extensive Georgian Revival porch, all on 

‘ a limestone block foundation. The exvansion of the attic to a 
! yseable third floor and the addition of the wrap-around porch 
; in c. 1997 have made some changes in the exterior appearance : 

i of the house. 
: Identifying the present style of the house is difficult because 

: of the exterior chenges. As intended by the builder, General 

i James Isham Gilbert, the original appearance was dramatic on the 
blu*ftov and formal in the Italianate style with Eastlake detailing. . 

: Mowever, the Starker-Leopold family viewed the house aS more a F é 

; part of the site. Inc. 1907 many of the very formal, decorative 
: items which contrasted ith rather flat-fronted building were removed 
; nartly due to deteriorated condition. The addition of the one 

story, sp2c10uUS, wrap-around porch which was done in the Georgian Revival 
: style popular at that time, created 2 more picturesque house similar 
i to those of the Queen Anne style. The Starker family's strong }
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emphasis on the natural style landscxve wss complimented by the 
inviting porch 2ddition constructed c. 1907 by Carl and Clara 
Starker leonold (Charles Starker's daughter and her husband). 
Toe broad porch provides a transition from the still ratner 
foryal house to the naturally la:d out grounds and is representstive 
of che family's philosonhy. 

: The expansion of the third floor changéd the roofline and 
‘prompted the local description of the house as Steamboat Gothic, 
because the third: floor projection over the circular eest side 
bay suggested the appearance of a pilot house. However, this is 
not the usual use of the "Steamboat Gothic" term. The Starker 
House is still best described as in the Italianate style with 
a Georgian Revival porch. 

Roofline ; F 

The hovse sits on the ton of the bluff at the end of Clay Street, 
overlooking the Missisiippi River. The front entry and 2 story, 
circular bay both face the river on the east. The roof was 

originally hipned above the second story, with a flat section 
on the ton bordered by ornate wood cresting and finials that also 

decorated the: tons of the two projecting bays. Adding large 
dormers to create a useable third floor necessitated altering 

of the hin shape and the removal of the wood cresting on the roof, 
Although a good deal of ornamentation has been removed, the house 
still features a large entablature withmonitor windows in the 
frieze and eave brackets. There is ornate brickwork in the 
original double chimneys. { 

. East and South Sides ‘ 

The east facade has an off center (to the north) double door i 

entryway and arched glass transom. Originally the entire entryway 
w2s neavily hooded in the Eastlake style with incised ornamentation 
and ornate brackets. There was a balcony with spindlework .and 

finials on the top of the hood that could be reached through a 

second floor window. This ornate entryway was removed when the : 
present porch was added. To the south end of the east facade . 2 

“is a two story, projecting round bay wath curved glass.and arched 

window tons. There is a second two story bay with a three sided 
projection on the south side rear which looks into the large 
common yard. first floor windows are tall and narrow. All windows 
in the house are one over one. These large panes are visible in 

the c. 1878 photos of the home. Shutters have been removed and 

one south side side second floor window has been made smaller.
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‘lindows on approximately the front half of thé house have heavy 
hoods sunported by ancones. Some of the original gingerbread 
has been removed from the hoods. The hoods of the front two first 
story windows on the south side originally supported ornate balconies. 
Below these was an unroofed porch along the south side with low 
rail, more Eastlake trim and four steps leading down to the east 
side. The two balconies and porch were removed for the addition 
Of the e¢. 2907 porch. ~ : : 

North Side ; 
On the north side the house originally had two projecting 

two story wings; one at the center and one at the rear of the house, 
; “here was 2 one story, roofed porch on the north side front with ° 

rectsngular posts and trim simpler than that on the east and sovth 
sides. There was a one story, rectangular projection on the rear 
of the house. The north side wings and porch were enclosed 
into a broad three sided bay in c. 1907. 

Cy 1907 Porch: , 

The one story, wrap-around porch constructed in c. 1907 
was built of limestone block similar to the house fo_ndation for 
both the norch foundation and low wall. The porch begins at the 

. northeast corner of the house and wrans around the circular bay 
to the south side bay. The porch wall has a capstone end raised 
limestone columns supporting paired round pillars thet Zlve the 
porch 2 Georgian Revival character. Four side steps lead to the 

: yard on both the southeast and northeast corners of the porch, 

The house is well maintained and in good condition. It has 
been lived in by the Starker-Leonold family from approximately 
1878 to the present. # 

Grounds i : 
The grounds around the Starker House and the bluffline were 

Geveloved by Charles Starker in the natural or picturesque style 

in the iste 1879s, a tame when formal Victorzen landscape styles 
were more popular in the U.S. He nlanted many of the large, old 
trees thit can still be seen today. 

Anly one fornal Victorian flower bed was on the grounds. 
(The roses from that bed are still existing and have been 

transvlanted to slong tne edge of the bluff.) It contained a
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formtain and was located off the southeast corner of the house: 
The larches, spruces and pines in this area were a part of that 

arvangement. Starker also maintained a greenhouse in the rear 

south side yard, and large potted plants were removed to vérious 
places around the grounds for summer variety. : 

Ye also developed the two and a half block long blufflane 

path just over the brow of the bluff that was used and enjoyed 
by the entire neighborhood. This was in contrast to the typical 
apnréach of clearing the- bluff to open up a wide, unrestricted 
view. From Burlington's earliest periods of develonment, many of 

the hillsides were stripped for this reason. The vortion of the 

! nath on the Starker-Leopold property has been maintained by the . 
family over the years and is still in use today. 

Along the bluffline, above the path, Starker nlanted groundcover 
plants such as vinca minor, a very early use of groundcovers 

in the area. Also the black maples on both sides of Clay Street 
were one of Starker's later plantings before his death in 1900, 

The west-side of the property in the vicinity of the two ett 
Leovold houses, was originally a more utilitarian space--including 

the orchard, ice house, chicken house, wood shed and cow shed, 
Of these, only a remnant of the orchard remains in the southwest 
yard. The very old avple tree there was existing on the site 

when Starker purchased the pvroperty inc. 1878. Y 

Next to the greenhouse was the centrally located barn, connected 

to the three houses by interior sidewalks. Today this.1s the site 

; of the one story, three bay garage. : 
‘ Carl 1. Leopold managed the grounds until his death in 1914. 

Because of deterioration, he.razed the one story greenhouse in 

ec. 1907 and erected a second greenhouse in its place. The two i 
pin oaks on the south side of the property were brought over by 

him with his sons from the Crystal Lake Club, just across the river iy i 

in Illinois, the same club that Starker had helved to found. 5 
The grove of white oaks dedicated as the Peace Oaks in 1918 3 

and the-groun of hemlocks were planted by Clara Starker Leopold, 
wio took over. the maintenance of the grounds after her husband's 
death in 1914.- She also expanded on her father's use of groundcovers, 

‘nlanting large beds of vinca and lily of the valley intersnersed 
with native Columbine. The picnic spot along the patnway was 
develoved by Clara. It includes a rustic picnic table with stone 

stens and fire pit. i
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Later, the care of the homes and extensive developed grounds 
went to Clara's son, Frederick Leopold. He began a program of 
bluffline management, maintainang the river view through selective 
pruning of tree branches and establishing shrubs and groundcovers 
along the bluff edge that stay at a neiaght allowing a person to 
see over them, Fred is also one of the foremost experts in the 
n2t:on on wood ducks and the vroperty is dotted with their nesting 
boxes. In the border plantings around the houses and under the 
shrubs are numerous wildflower species seeded ain by Fred. 

2, Carl A. Leopold House (111 Clay) §6..189s8 

The Carl A. Leonold House is a two and one half story, rustic 
Queen anne with a multinle gable roofline and central chimney. 
™he foundztion and first floor are rough faced, cut limestone 
laid in a random manner. The roof is wood shingled. The second 
floor and gable ends are narrow clapboard with Gecorative areas 
of fish scale, diagonal boards, sunbursts, and bargeboards. : 
The plan of the house is a basic rectangle with two story bays 
projecting from anoroximately the center of both the east and west 
sides. The east side bay looks into the common yard. Both bays 
have decorative ledded glass. Waindows sre two over two throughout 
the house with shutters intact. A window has been added to the 
second floor of the east facing bay which 1s compatible in 

materials and style. The front entry is on the north side facing 
j Slay Street, with a sloping porch roof across approximéetely one 

half of the facade. Originally the porch extended across the 
entire north side with’ another set of steps on the east end leading 

i into the common yard. There is a porch on the east side rear of 
the house with the rails and unper spindle work remaining and 

: stens leading to the common yard. Originally there was also a f 
roofed work area behind the house with similar rails and upper 
spindles. It was on ground level with a brick floor and enclosed a 
‘the well. The tallest gable on the north side of the house has 

| been cut back to a clipped gable. This change probably occurred 
ec. 1929's when the current wood shingled roof was put on. This 
may also be the time of front and rear porch removals. 

. - There is a one story shed roofed, wooden garden structure 
| behind the house. The Carl A. Leopold House has been continuously 

owned and lived an.by the Leopold family. It is well maintained 
and in good condition, j 

SReapeeer se i . ; 
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2. Gari S,. Leopold House: (210 Grand) 1c. 1922 ; 

This 1s a one and one half story, brick Colonial Revival with 

a gimbrel roof and flaned)e2ves. The side yof the gambrel faces 
south, where the main entry door is located. Long roof dormers 
facing Grand Street flank both the north and south sides of the 

. gambrel. . There is a chimney on the east end of the main structure. 

The hause has a rather symmetrical appearance, with a one Story, 

centrally placed portico of Corinthian columns and arched roof. 
The windows are multivle panes over one large pane. A one story, 
wood frame addition was added onto the east end of the house 

; in the 1970's. The house is well maintained and is in good condition. 
It is no longer in the Starker-—Leopold family. 

k : ; i
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Introduction ' 
The estate of the Starker-Leonold family is a lasting, 

physical representation of the family's lifestyle, interests, | 
and the effect Charles Starker and his descendents have hd on | 
the development of Burlington. Starker's choice of a homesite | 
and efforts to serve the young community where his children and 
grandchildmen would be raised have had a vrofound impact, not 
only on his ow family, but also on the present cultural environment——— 
of the Burlington area. The physical character of the site reflects 
« l-yering of history, encompassing the lumber baron who originally 
bu lt the Starker House; Charles Starker, the German immigratt 
“-rehitect wio became a successful capitelist and directed the 
develonaing character of Burlington with his sensitivity to the 
yn turel end cultural environment; Clara Steriker Leopold, who 
carried Starker's philosophy on to her children; and Carl Leopold, 
nart of the wood working industry so amportant to Burlington's 
economic well being, who taught his children the sportsmanship 
and conservation th:t are so well conveyed in Aldo Leopold's writings. 

Charles Starker was a successful businessman, a driving 
force who was concerned with more than the financiel and social 

well-being of the community. He realized that the physical and 

culturzl qualities werealso important, and indeed were related 
to the community's economic well-being. Starker's activities 
in Burington wath vublic building and park develonment projects 
p2ralleled movements in the East which were the beginning of ‘ 
modem American nark design and urban planning. In 1850's New . : 
York City the call was made for a more humane concern for community 
growth. This led to the eStablishnment of Central Park end further 

designation of public oven snace and design of related buildings. 
The activity culminated in the povular City Beautiful Movement 

so enthusiastically supnorted by pvhilanthropists after the World's 

Columbisan Zxvesition of 1893 an Chicago. zi 

"he variety of Starker's anfluence on the Burlington environment 

corresponds to tne distinct vohases of his business career. 

During his early years (1850-1875) es an architect, engineer, 

and merchant, he was an active builder and designer. After he 

antered the banking world (1875-1909) he acted as an advisor and 

i . 

t Ree
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promoter, coordinating projects. His advice was sought on many 
projects not only because he was an influential banker, but also 
because of his insight to both the sesthetic and practical aspects 
of building and development. Starker's nopularaity stemmed from 
his background in the arts, which along with his even disposition 
ennabled him to work well with others. Because of his background 
an architecture and engineering, he could communicate the concepts 
and needs of a vroject in a way that few others in town were 
qualified to do. 

Early Seackground 

Cherles Starker was born in Stuttgart, Wurtemburg, Germany. 

He -ttended the Beale School and the Polytechnical School where 

he studied architecdireand landscépe engineering. He svent four 
vears with the Bavarien government supervising tre erection of 

bridszes and canal locks, For a time he was an engineering architect 

for his uncle who was the chief engineer in charge of the building 

of tre Donau-‘ain River Canal. In 1848 Starker decided to immigrate 
to the Unated States. 

He worked his way west to Chicago where he soon went to worik 

in the office of Chicago architect T. Knudson. In 1850 when 

Janes W. Grimes (soon to be governor of Iowa) went to Chicago to 

find an =rcehitect to design his new home in Burlangton, he was 

' advised to hire Charles Starker. Grimes was elso a member of 
the School Board and no doubt approached Starker with the possibility 

of working on plans for new schools and other buildings for © 
Burlington. Starker accepted the commission and went to Burlington 

in the fall of 1850, making him the earliest known, trained 

architect practicing in Burlangton. \long with the Grimes home, - | 

Starker designed both Worth Hill and South Hill Schools, the : 
first public school buildings in Burlington. He then went on : 

to do the plans for several other buildings in town, one of which 
wes the home of the longtime vastor of Farst Congregational | 

Church, noted historian, and another School Board member, the 
Reverand Dr. William Salter. 

| 

|
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In 1852 Starker developed the plans for Burlington University 

(a Bantist affiliated college). In addition to the building 

design, his proposal included tne first known designed public 

grounds in Burlington. The local newspaper Supported the project, 

noting that the character and location of the site were superior 
and recommending that the grounds be appropriately lnid out and 

olanted. in revzrewing the project the paper claimed the college { 
would give 2n antellectual character to the city which would | 

_ elevate it at home and give it a wide spread reputation. The j 
article inferred that having a college with imposing architecture ! 

would result in the improvement of society. Architecture and 

tasteful develonment were linked to morality and society. Early | 

projects such =s this indicate Starker's commitment to community j 
develonment. | 

During late 1851 and early 1852, Starker advertised has { 

services in the newsnaper as architect and landscape gardener } 

furnishing designs for houses, grounds, and giving lessons in | 

architecture and drawing. Not knowing what the future market | 

for architectural services would be or of the mobility that new 

modes of transportation would brang, Starker wes probably still | 

unsettled in regard to Burlington as a permanent home--especially i 

af architecture and landscane gardening were his only means of i 

makine a living. However, "he was enamoured with the view of 

Burlington" ' from his first site of it, later saying that "1t remanded ‘ 

him of his homeland in Germany".* "He was tired of the Chicago { 

mud flats'?and so decided to locate in Burlington, i 

Starker's Business Influences : | 

By 1852 when Burlington was a gateway to the west with various | 

rozds being develoned, Starker felt that a more promising livelihood 

in such 2 growing town would be the mercantile trade, and so ; / 

he entered the grocery business. Througtotthis early years, Starker | 

lived on North Hill, serving as an alderman for that area. os 

During this period he designed North Hill Park, which along with i 

his work at Asven Grove Cemetery (mentioned later), was his only 

Known community involvement of this time. : { 

The grocery business was sold in 1875, but Charles. Starker | 

was not the sort of man to be content with retirement. Interested i 

an banking (he had been a director of the First Wational Bank 

since 1862) he formed the Iowa State Savings Bank 1n 1874 with | 

m.D. Rand, J.C. Peasley, and “dward Hagemann. Becoming the bank's | 

- “irst president, he retained that office until his death an 1900. 

Dur.ne this period Starker also served a lengthy term as the vace 

president of the National State Bank of Burlington. He also hed been
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the nresident of the Burlington Loan and Building \ssociation 
since -1868. By 1878 he had made several return trins to Germany 
(one in 1873) 2nd influenced about 309 families (approximately 

1,599 neople) to immigrate to the Burlangton area. Thais was at 
least in nart related to his business and banking interests. 
Nore amnortantly, it has had a long lasting influence on the 

community because of the nature of the ethnic development to 

which th:s group of people would contribute. The influx of these 
1,599 people made quite an impact on the vercentage of Burlington's 
foreign born population, Along with other new arrivals (mainly 
she Germanic, Swedish, and Irish), these immigrants nelped to 

concentrate Vactorian architecture in Burlington by building in 
the cothic style so familiar to them ain their European homelands; 
Tre old world quality of stone churches and buildings close together, 
stairstepping up the hillsides is still evident today. 

Snortly after he entered the banking field, Starker moved 
his fam:ly to the spacious home on Prospect Hill (1878). Starker's 
friends criticized him for buying the home; there were local fears 
of plague and folks thought it was too dangerous to live on the 
bluff so near the "miasmic mist raising from the raiver".* 

The Sterker House and Grounds i 

The Sterker House was built shortly after the close of the / 
Civ:.1 War, somewhere between 1868 and 1874, by the adventurer and 7 
entrepreneur General James Isham Gilbert. Gilbert's father had 

been a pioneer lumbermsn in Wisconsin. After excursions into 7 

; lumbering, fur trading, the mercantile business, land speculation | 
and town development, James Gilbert joined the Union Army and ‘ 
was promoted to the rank of General following the battle of Nashville. | 
After the war he came to Burlington and entered the lumber ; i 

business again, this time with his two brothers. Established in 3 
1851, the company was originally know as J.W. & W.D. Gilbert a 
Company. Later the name was changed to Gilbert, Hedge, & Company. . 
Tney were an important lumber and contracting firm until the ee | 

‘ northern ‘forest reserves were exhausted after the turn of the century, @ 
manufacturing twenty-seven million board feet in 1888 alone. ] 

General Gilbert, in association with the firm, constructed i 

and occunied several fine homes in Burlangton,. the culmination i 
of which was the imvosing house on Prospect Hill. He always 1 

kent 2 stable of fine horses, and Dandy, his old war horse, 3 
resided in the large stable-barn that was part of the original ] 
construction of Prospect Hill. Despite this seemingly comfortable : 

situation, the lure of western mining soon became too strong i 

to resist. After occunyang the estate for only a short time, i 

Gilbert sold it to Charles Starker in 1878. ’
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The site was develoned by Starker with its beautiful views 
and setting in a manner sympathetic to the natural landscape. 
He planted many of the large old trees that can be seen today, 
and devejloned the bluffline path that was used and enjoyed by 
the entire neighborhood. The newspaner of the day called the 

F promds “a bird's paradise", saying that this was an "effort to 
preserve some of the gifts of nature...Birds that were daily 

‘ visitors in the long ago, and now but rarely seen, are found 
" nesting on this idyllic spot, returning with the seasons, with 

the mavledge of security for themselves and their young."* 

Starker's development of the Prospect Hill grounds is significant 
because of the natural or picturesque stvle he used at a time : 

relatively early in the history of the American landscape 

movement in picturesque design. The style of this landscape 

treatment is in contrast to some of Starker's other work and 

illustrates his versatility and insight toward different types 

of develonment projects. 

Starker's Impact on Community Develonment 

During his years on Prospect Hill, Charles Starker devoted 
a great deal of his time and talent to the community. He was 

a stockholder in most of the roads coming into the city. He 

served on the storm sewer committee with city engineer, Charles 

DeHass, develoning a sonhisticated drainage and sewer plan and 
bringing the noted Chicago sanitation engineer C.E. Cheesbrough 
to Burlington as a consultant. It is interesting to note that 
one of the five points of the overall plan was to preserve the 

natural water courses as far as can be done without harm to 

the nublic. These ravines which were used for the storm sewer 
trunk lines are still in a quasi-natural state today, partly as : 

a result of this: ansight. 

Starker was the longtime president of the Cemetery Association 

(1875-1900), and had been a director since 1863. He laid out a 

large portion of Aspen Grove Cemetery himself in a naturalistic 

stvle, vreserving as much of the native woods as possible. 
The layout of the roadway and plantings exemplifies a sensitivity 

to the existing landforms, a concept which was popularized by 

noted landscape deSigners in the rural cemetery movement in America. 
He wes deeply involved in the planning of two of the most 

imposing structures of his day. Starker was the chairman of the 

building committee for the Opera House and is given much of the 

credit for the develooment of the building. He was responsible 
for bringing in Chicago architect Col. S.V. Shipman, for the 

commission and coordinated the construction activities in 1880-82.
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Later he served on the advisory committee for the odd Fellows 
Build:nre (1887) designed by prominent Burlington architect, i 
“h-rles A, Dunham. Starier is presunéd to have partly funded 
the building since it also housed his Towa State Savings Bank. 
Alone with these buildings, Starker worked with city’ engineer 
Willicm Steyh and renortedly Starker's son Arthur, on the design t 
2nd l=yout of Snake Alley (1894). Sterker also consulted on 
the lsyout of the 1887 nark for the Union Denot. 

d ‘. te qddition to these development projects, he was active 
in many other aspects of Burlington society. Starker was a 
chamter member, of the Crystal Lake Club (1885) a private __ 
soo -ing club and preserved natural area which is located : 
just across the river in Illinois. He served in various positions 
with both the German-American and the nublic schools, and was 
the lonetime treasurer of the school board. And for a t2zme-he 
was @ director of the Des Moines County Agricultural Society 
=nd chairman'of the art committee. 

Yowever, the philanthropic activity th=t Charles Starker as 
hest remembered for 1S has role in the development of Crapo Park, . 
Working closely wath Philip Crapo, Starker conducted the delicste 
negociations with the German farmers for the sale of lands for : 
the nark. Starker was understandably popular with his fellow 
Germans, while Philip Crapo was regarded as strong willed and 
dad: fficult to work with. Following the design of Earnshaw & 
Punshon, Landscape Engineers, Starker took charge of some 

* det iled layout. He exnanded and altered the original pathway 
system and designated the adjacent nlantangs. The change in the ; 
paths wes necessitsted by the fact that the Coliseum for the 
Towa Territory Semi-Centennial Celebration was not burlt in the : 
location originally designated in the plans, and the major nedestrien 
circul32t:0n was from the Coliseum to the lake. 

-Starker's advice wag sought on the building of he Cascade ' 
Rridge to reach the new park. He had experience wath the "new" 

concrete bridges in Germany and advised that concrete be used : 
for the bridge foundation but not the pillars. 

Crapo and Starker often did not agree on road construction 

and other matters concerning the park. One family story relates _ 

that Crapo wanted to terrace the Blackhawk Springs Ravine into 
; more formal beds of salvia and cannas. But Starker persu2ded 

ham to keeo the ravine more 1m 1ts natural steve. The naturally 
styled lake in the park was named Lake Starker for him on the 

original landscape engineers' design. And he also served on 

the original board of park commissioners, seeing the park throush 

its difficult formative years and the Semi-Centennial Celebration.
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Starker was generally inclined to favor more naturalistic 

landseane arrangements; on the grounds at Prospect Hill he had 

onlv one formal Victorian flower bed. MHis sensitivity 
to natur2l gualities in the develonment and care of his grounds 

provided a unique home environment for his children and 

grandchildren, establishing a family tradition of appreciation 
for the natural world, 

The Leonold Family ‘ 

Charles Starker's daughter, Clara, married local businessman 

and outdoor enthusiast, Carl Leonold in 1885. For awhile they lived 
in the Starker home with her parents, 2nd their first three children 

were born there. Later, Starker constructed a senarate home for 

then on the nronerty. They moved into the Carl A. Leonold home 

an about 1893. After Charles Starker's sudden death in 1990 

snd his widow Marie vnassed away in 1901, Clara and Carl Leonold 

moved back into the larger house and here thev raised their four 

children; Aldo, Marie, Carl, 2nd Frederic. The Leopold home 

was rented for awhile and the care of both homes and the highly 
develoned grounds fell to Carl Leopold. 

™ 1886 Carl formed the Rand-Leovold Desk Company with 
C.\l. ®tand and they began producing the newly developed rolltop 
desks. They shivped desks from coast to coast, ¢ major part 
of the extensive wood andustries so amportent to Burlington, 
Shortly after the turn of the century, these rolltop desks 
(highly »rized in their prime and again today es classics) 
besan to decline 1n popularity. Originally designed so that a 
businessman could quickly leave his desk by closing and locking 

it, the rolltoo desk as a self contained unit was made obsolete y 
by the development of the filing cabinet. In the early 1900's 
Czrl Leovold took over sole ownership of the business (employing 
anproximetely 190-150) and the company continued to manufacture 

high quality office furniture until the family interests were sold 
in the late 1960's, 

Like his father-in-law, Carl Leopold was active in community 

affairs. But most amnort:ntly, he was an outdoorsmen, a hunter 
and conserv=:.tionist who instilled in all his children a2 respect 
and love for the natural world. \lthough he greatly enjoyed
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the snort of the hunt, he shot only what his family would eat. 

In the Leonold family "wild game was considered as a special 

nriveledce...and was always served snaringly".°® There wes no 
walling a "boatload of ducks" as was quite literally done by some 

hunters of the day. Carl Leopold's sensitive approach to hunting 
i is recalled by his son Frederic: "Father had stopped spring 

shooting before my earliest memories. What I recall as days of 
high duck population (1903-1904) he looked upon with the eye of 
a men who had been a himter since boyhood in tne 1860's, who had 

observed a great decline in the duck population and realized that 
we had better reduce our kill or inevitebly we would lose our 
snort. "u7 4 : 

When Carl passed away in 1914, the care of the estate was | 

lef+ to Clara, Facing her responsibility, she developed quite 

=n anterest 1n nlant materials, studying nursery catalogs and 
learning the cperation of the greenhouse. Clara planted the white 
o-ks and hemlocks and many of the smaller plantings that can be 

seen today. Living until 1948, she became the family matriarch. 
Establishing a continuous line of family tradition, Clara was 

resnonsible for carrying the German heritage and romantic 

philosophy from Charles Starker to her children. 
Close to his parents and grandfather and the oldest Leopold 

child, \ldo was intensely influenced by the natural surroundings 

St-rker had provided for his family. He had already begun his 

own career far from home when Carl died, so the responsibility of the 

fanily business fell on the young shoulders of Carl S. and 

Frederic. Aldo Leopold, who studied for a career in land management, 

was vart of a long line of family intent on the study and conservation 

of the natural environment. He became a forester in the Southwest, 

develoning an approach to timber management and wildlife preservation i 

and anflvencins the establishment of the first designated wilderness 

area in the U.S. In 1924 he moved his family to Madison, Wisconsin. 

From here he conducted studies 1n @ nine state area that led to 

his book, Game Management. Published in 1933, it is still used 

as a basic text in wildlife management study. In that same year, 
\ldo was made Professor of Game Management, a chair newly created 
for rim at the University of Wisconsin. He remained with the 

“‘Iniversity until his untamely death in 1948. His international recog- 

Nition, however, is for his writings on conservation. A keen 

observer, ‘ldo's journal entrvs of his experiences in the faeld not only
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conte2in valuable scientific information, but are also enjoyable 

reading for the lyrical way he was able to turn a phrase. More 

philosophical writing, his mature conservation thought and 

explanation of the "land ethic" has become a testamant for those 

concerned with preserving the quality of life. His books 

. 4 Sand County Almanac and Round River have been continually 

appreciated and popular since their vosthumous publications, 

. Aldo's brother, Carl S., remained in Burlington, building 

his own colonial style home on the southwest corner of the 

: family pronerty in 1922. Sometime after the death of Carl S., 

: in 1958, the house and ats lot were sold out of the family estate. 

es Marie Leopold Lord returned to the Starker House to raise her 

s children and still resides there. 

i In the early 1920's Frederic Leonold moved into the house 

a constructed for his mother and father; he resides in the house in 

e which he was born. He 1s widely respected as one of the foremost 

ri exnerts on wood ducks. His studies began at the Crystal Lake 

3 lub in 1939. Then in 1943, uncertain whether the birds would 

} nest there, he moved three boxes to the grounds of the Starker- 

Leonold property on the bluff high above the river. The results 

: were so successful that he has continually ancreased the number 

-- of nesting boxes. He has kent continuous careful records and his 

* scientific experiments have vielded a most definitive study of 

- the duck's nesting habits. In the vrocess he has developed a 

E nunder of modifications on the standard wood’ duck nest box which 

» ancrease both the safety for the birds and the ease’ an checking 

e the boxes. i f : 

E Over the years Ferderic has cared diligently for the homes, 

a grounds, and plant materials so beloved by all his family. He . 

B has exverime€nted with a number of nlant species and wildflower 

; seeding. Tt was Fred who introduced the bald cypress to the Burlington 

» aren. 4nd his spring wildflower disolay on the Starker-Leopold b 

s grounds 1S magnificent, done sensitively and largely in the 

» netural style. oe 

4 he four Leonold children have an turn given the legacy of the 

PoRreat ontdoors to their many children and grandchildren, the majority 

PF of whom have gone on to establish themselves as professionals and 

— "oted exnerts in the various aspects of conservation and the netur2l 

| World.. The vroperty and its development by Starker and subsequent 

»familv members has evolved, but remains in Character similar to the 
- davs when Charles Starker was so extremely commited to the development 

of Burlington. The estate represents his ideal of the way the 
| Sommunity should look. The homes and grounds where this family has 

_ been reared is symbolic not only of their interests, but also of 

_ ‘heir attitudes and philosophy of life.
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: April 28, 1987. 1 am Elinor Lundgren, and we're at the lovely peed heeds 

home at 111 Clay Street. Helen McKim, and Frederic Leopold are going to reminisce : 

* about the Leopold family in this lovely home high atop the banks overlooking the 

mighty Mississippi. ; 

Helen: Frederic, maybe we should start first with the family. That seems logical, } 

doesn't it? 

Frederic: Helen and Eleanor, I'm glad to have you come up. I'm always glad to . 

recall my recollections of old family stories that 1 learned from my Mother who : 

moved to this place on Clay Street when she was 11 years old. Prior to thet, her eects 

father, Charles Starker, had resided at the foot of Arch St. in a brick one lo- 

cated approximately where Jesse Saar and Associates office is located. He had a 

summer house on top of that lovely old masonary wall that leads down to Bluff Road, 

and he could sit there and enjoy the river view and take his leisure. Perhpas At 
4 progenitor 

would be appropriate to recall how and when fir. Starker, our fees! arrived 

in Burlington. He had attended the University, studying architecture in Germany 

and had his qualifying degrees. le came over to this country in the 1940ise2. 

be-bbemcount nyeia—tho=tawits, He stopped briefly in Buffalo, New York, and then 

very soon later got a position as an architect with a Chicago firm whose name I 

do not recall. in 1846 he was assioned to a duty in Burlington, the project being 

the planning and erection of a residence for the incoming first Governor of the : 

State pf Towa. He carried out this assAinment and he a oo enamored of the beauties 

of the river and Burlington and the surrounding countryside that he never went back 

to Chicago to live, for which I'm duly thankful. Of course, Burlington was then | 

approximately 10 years old,and there was not much demand for architectural ser- i 

vibpe in the puetie willage af nue ling! on aie entered the wholesale grorery bus- 

iness which was a new departure from his architectural traininge He went happily 

at the job and made a great success of it. In fact, he retired a of the Civil 

War, still a young man , I believe ,approximately in his forties, But he was too active 

and he couldn't stand the life of idleness so he started what became Burlington's 

biggest bank, the Iowa State Savings Bank, and he was its president from the time 

of its inception until he died in 1900. About the middle of that banking experience
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he had an opportunity to buy the residence of a General Gilbert who was a Civil War Aww 

and who built this fine old home at the head of Clay Street. Being in the banking bus- 

iness, I can assume that the bank connection may have been the cause of the availability 

of the purchase of the home by my Grandfather Starker. Anyway, he moved his family 

here to 101 Clay cy) My mother was 11 years old as I recall. His associates 

and friends scolded him Xoundly for exposing his family to the miasmic mists arising 

from the river, etc. but the beauties of the landscape over ‘came all his fears and trep- 

idations over the hazards he would es family toeMother was a young lady, the 

sole survivor of six older brothers and sisters, each of which had died of summer com- 

plaint when they weee a yaar and a half old. I have the five little headstosas out in 

Aspen Grove now in the old family lot there. These are things my Mother told me. She, 

as did her father,greatly enjoyed the beauties of our home. When they moved in, this 

was a barren landscapee I think some of the top soil had been scrapped off in connection 

with the brick operation. At any rate, Mother describes the place as being comprised 

wih 
mainly of black berry bragbles » grape vines ~ mit grape vines, and water snakes 

which climbed the bluffs and paraded around in our outdoor area. But he, of course, 

exercising his abilities as a landscapist which were part of his training as an ar- 

chitect, did the planting which is substantially visible herenow. Most of our trees 

from ae original planting are in the neighborhood of 119 years old. Some of them ape 

are becoming over ripe. They are mature and perhaps a little past maturity. The beauty 

of his planting is readily appreciated espeially in the spring ~ the weather we are en= 

joying today. The vistas that were created by the proper planting showing suitable open 

views yet framed-in views of the Ue and the bottom lands are a constant source of 

enjoyment to all the family and to our friends as well. 

Wee 
Halen: Frederic, that,the same man who helped ley out Crapo Park, right? 

Frederic: Yes, Grandfather Starker was a very public spirited citizen. He, together with 

Sweme, re Crapo were larcely the motivating factors in ate Lake Starker is 

eee 
named for him. fir. & was @ very generous man but his personality was not particulerly 

ade 
favorable,and the,vinyerdists who owned the land where they aspired to start a pakk did 

fe Lace
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not like him so it was up to my Grandfather Starker to cotton up to the local small 

farmers and vinyardists and get them to part with their land. I guess he succeeded 

in doing it. Some of his other projects are abso of interest and when you go into 

putin de we bh ptacegaie Geta 
the Public Library, on the south wall of the main Eee of Charles Starker and iir. 

Higaman (7) who was his associate in the Iowa State Savines Bank. Charles Starker 

was chairman of the building committee which built the building. He was also chairman 

of the building committes which built the Grand Gpera House. 1 have a copy of the 

program of the first event at the Grand Upere House. 4t's printed on Light tan silk, 

anc it describes in considerable detail a Little background to the Opera Houses Ahe 

group whe constructed anderected the facility, sad Ehe entertainment was an opere also - 

mohun> 
1 forgot the name of it, The prima donne was ameeterrally known person. He elso was . ‘ 

largely responsible for the planning and layout of Aspen Grove Cemetery. I metrion 

all these things because he came to have the facility of delegating his business 

duties to others while he did some of the work that was of benefit to the fommubity 

as awhole. When he passed away in 1900 in a very short illness of pneumoniayas I 

recall, he left a big gap in the citizenry and the group of people who were interested 

; 
in serving for the welfare of the community. Now the place itself in Grandfather's 

day had quite a valuable Green House which had been build by General Gill in ad- 

vance of Grandfather taking over - That green house outlived its usefulness,and a 

or : 
new green house was built in about 1996 A S55 which continued to be a pleasure to my 
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mother who was its chief gardgner.until it was lost in a freeze up in the 1930's. 

The walks around the yard ara, I think, notably interesting. There is a bluff- edged 

path juat at the top of the high bluff above the viver which tn my childhood days 

extended for three blocks. It extended from Folk street to Clay and from Clay to 

Grand and = I guess that's only two blocks but - no it went on beyond fir. Ceneral 
a 

Pulaska's place to the far edge of that so that would make it a three-block long walk, 

and you could take that stroll along a continuous path. Now it's obstructed by some 

impediments and also it's not maintained. 

Helen: Oo you suppose, Fredneic, that it was an Indian path originally?
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Frederic: No, no - Indians didn't build that kind of path. Ladies in their hich 

heeled slippers could walk this path. It had no grade; it was level. 

Helen; Now this Ceneral edaewd you speak of. Was he the one over by where the Marine 

hospital was? 

Frederic: No. No, that was Ralph Ray. Ralph Ray who married Annalee Ringgold later 

and one of his antecedents - he lived over on Folk Street, but his antecedents owned 

that property which had a large building on it weetch-cemved—ae-e which served as 4 

Naval Hospitalization center during the Civil War. Garmond was the name - it was the 

Garmond property, and it had an imposing entrance drive through wrought iron gates and 

curving driveways, etc. And there's reputed to have been, in fact there actually was 

a tunnel from the basement of that Garmond building down to the edge of the bluff, and 

it was my understanding that some people think that may have had a function in the 

Underground Railroad assisting slaves to escape to Canaday in the later years of the 

Ware The bluff path down there now is notable in several respects, primabily the fact 

that the back which rises above the path is quite an extensive garden of myrtle which 

is lovely, and I've been busy = busily engaged in expanding the area of myrtle and 

rooting out the weeds that are imposing on the myrtle. Speaking of the old Claskow 

fines - General Glasko's home ~ I can recall both of the origi@ol Glaskowman and wife. 

Mrs. Glaskowwas a very rotund, dressy lady, and when I was a little scamp around four 

or five years old, I'd be wandering around the yard, and she'd invite me over for teay 

and cookies. Of course, that made a big hit with me. Within a very short time after 

ahe AGGSEA Guy, Renata Ralgel-eaken tinued +6 bsue tH CNB Motes Hie BesHine andit 

$902, he arrived home and was greeted at the front door when he opened it, being nobody 

in the house, by a cat and a dog trying to escape from the house which was filled with 

smokes It was on fires Of course the fire department was called, amd The fire depart~ 

ment in those days consisted of hos*carts which were horse drawn and they carried a 

roll of canvas water hose. Of course there were spiggots to which it could be attached. 

And while the firemen were engaged in trying to subdue the fire, they hitched the horses
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to my father's spruce trees which lay along the boundary or border between the two 

places. And as horses are wont to do, they started to chew the bark from the spruce 

trees. I think they especially liked the gummy business in the spruce)but they created 

quite a bit of havoc , and today, 78 or 79 years later, the same spruce trees are still 

standing but the scars from the depredations of the firemen's horses have now extended 

to where they are 15 or 20 feet long and the tree is still busily engaged in trying to 

mend the panic done by the chewing of the horses' big front teeth. I enjoy showing this 

to younger members of the family and tell them when this happened and that during the 

course of this particular fire,the fire was rather a show burner, and much of the interior 

furnishings was carried over to our house and stored in our house to avoid the fire. 

I remember there was a deep snow on the ground at the time, and there was quite a 

trail worn in through that six to ten inches of snow where the neighbors were carrying 

things over from the Glaskoy house to our house. Well, that old Glaskowplace then lay 

idle - the house was never re-established, and about 20 years Later, Mr. Arthur Churchill 

bought the place and erected the Hes leRiane of the beautiful home which is on the 

grounds nowe So I have seen that area grow up through the past 80 odd years. There 

have been numerous changes in ownership, but it still retains its natural beauty. 

Helens Now, Frederic, how about wood ducks. When did you start your = everybody knows 

about Aldo, the famous naturalist, but the younger brother is the Wood Duck King and 

people don't know about that. When did you start that? 

Frederic: fy initial efforts in wood duck s came about through the efforts of my 

brother Aldo who was head of the Game Management School for ‘we graduate students at : 

the University of Wisconsin. In 1935 pie 36, one of his graduate students was a young : 

man named Arthur Hawkins who accepted a job with the Illinois Natural History Survey, 

This organization is an adjunct of the University of Illinois, and they have stations 

in several points of Illinois, same As the name indicates ,they are interested in de~ 

veloping knowledge and in expanding knowledge of things natural and out doors to gain 

tophography plats, etc. etc. when Art Hawkins accepted this job, my brother Aldo in 

Madison told him that he wouldn't be far away from his former home and to get in con- 

tact with me which he promptly proceeded to do. Art Hawkins with one other associate
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' had conceived of a project of trying to help re-establish the population of wood ducks 

which had gone to a very low ebb Huda over shooting -spring shooting, almost Limitless 

kill- no restrictions, etc. They thought the best thing they could do was to try to 

help wood ducks witn their nesting effort. ‘ood ducks naturally nest in a hollow of a 

tree, and of course with the availability of hollow trees becoming markedly less as 

more land was cleared,- the first trees cut by the farmers were naturally the defective 

trees which made good fire wood but which interferred with agriculture. So they had 

developed a plan or design for a wood duck nesting box which is still the standard de-~ 

sign for nesting boxes made of wood over the country. When Art Hawkins came over to 

see me, I, of course, told him about Crystal Lake Club which was an ideal situation 

for his project. Then a he brought over 50 wood duck nesting houses which had 

been constructed under his auspices by the Civilian Conservation Corps. I was president 

of Crystal Lake at that time for a period of seven years, and during the first five 

or six years of that period, I got the boxes all set up and in place and did some ob- 

servation of the nesting results. The results were very disappointing. While a few 

boxes were used, most of the nests were destroyed before they succeeded in hatching 

so the project really was not effective in increasing the supply of wood ducks. Art 

Hawkins and I were sitting in my mother's bay window one spring day discussing the 

problems and what could be done to further the objective, when a pair of wood ducks 

alighted in the tree just outside the house . I had never seen @ wood duck in the i 

yard before, and it was amazing to both of us that they should be here in a écity Lot i 

above a big lawn sitting in what was the equivalent of a park. Being the spring season, 

it was evédent they were seeking places to nest so within the week, I had brought over 

three of the Crystal Lake boxes which were ineffective and mounted them in trees in 

my yard. I had no idea what to expect or how to make observations but the nesting 

boxes were easily visible from my garage where 1 ee ane morning and noon and re= 

turned each night. During the course of the next few weeks I saw no evidence of
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. see what has used the boxes or if anything has and to mby amazement , all three boxes 

had been used by wood ducks. One of cen had already hatched and two of them were 

Gahacened! Well, this, of course, gave me some signals. If I was going to find out 

about wood ducks, I had to conform to wood duck hours instead of my own office hours, 

So coma the next spring, I mended my ways and started to get up at daybreak or before 

and I added numerous more boxes in the yard and this is how I got into the project. 

Now this project in my yard was in the early 40's which is about a0 veneer from neue 

and in those 40 years it might be interesting for you to know what has taken place 

in my man-made boxes. I've had between five and six hundred successful nests - These 

nests have hatched young birds- between 4,500 and 5,000 young. Uf course, these are 

very temporary tennants of mine. When these birds hatch, there are a dozen or there- 

abouts inthe average clutch. There is no way the female can tend to her brood in a 

box a long way from water where there is no food or water. She can't carry enough, 

so the first thing they have to do the next day after they hatch is get out of there 

and get Soke to water so they jump out of the hole in the box, hit the ground 

and Gra. Gat as lively as if they had alighted on a mattress. Then they Senge 

down the blurt » across the railroad tracks, and if the water in the river is low 

so there is an open mud bank allowing for mo conceal dinent within the water itself, 

the dame will immediately start with her day~old brood and swim across the whole 

giver, She takes that swim with ter yuuig dn a tialter of 2U twainutes. they Land 

over on the Illinois shore. Once over there, they can cross a nerrow lane of dry 

land and get back into the sloughs which are what they have to have. Young birds 

are fed and actually eat a highly protein diet. They Live on insect growth in swamp 

water. They live on small vagetatton growth els in swamp water, Little mosquito 

larva - this kind of stuff and hundreds of different kind of wigglers that are res= 

idents in swampy ground. If you try to raise them and you feed them chick feed, they'll 

live for three days but at the end of that time ..althouoht..thev have haen eatino
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and is frequently being done but it demands considerable skill and considerable 

knowledge to conduct the thing successfully. 

Helen: You've given a aood many years ee. 

Frederic: On this project of mine I've lectured to school children largely and to 

church groups and other service clubs and Literally, I epoaay sak least several 

hundred groups through the years, all the way from California to Connecticut and New 

Jersey and the North and the South and especially around home here. The project has 

attracted many other people. I don't know how many wood duck boxes have been erected 

in the S3urlington area, but it must be many hundreds. If those boxes are productive 

and at only half the rate my boxes are productive ,because it does require considerable 

attention, to get the ultimate in productivity, there'd be a good many thousand ducklinos 

hatched every year in these man-made boxes. In more recent years, wood ducks have 

made a recoverye They are now legal game although the regulations for the legal 

killing of wood ducks have been expanded too liberally, in my opinion. This year, 

at this particular time, the 28th of April, I have only 7 going nests, and at this 

time I should have a dozen or more if the birds were available. People ask me why 

are there so few = well, the only reasonable answer I can dig up is that there just 

aren't wood ducks. And what happened to the wood ducks? Well, ask the hunters what 

happened to the wood ducks = they killed so many of them last fall,and they continue 

to do so. Sut at least it has been demonstrated that given a reasonable break, a 

species which has been once endangered ~ and wood ducks were an endanoered species = 

BoA Hebe a PEL Seon RUG ane Gibnd qd ban bd ya HERR Me MeM SHH HhehGetha: oPanak 

of all protected and secondly, management efforts are used to assist them in* their 

natural: efforts to reproduce themselves. ; 

Helen: Frederic, did your father start the Leopold Desk Company? 

Frederic: My grandfather, Charles Starker. My father was a salesman ~ a hardware 

salesman when he married mother and his territory was in Nebraska and Kansas. His 

principal product that he sold was barbed wire. That was in the 70's. He was a 

young man in his teens at that time or or just at the upper edge of them. And the
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buffalo had just been killed off within the decade. He can recall when he traveled 

out in those little country villages selling this barbed wire to the local merchants 

that the station platforms were often crowded with huge piles of buffalo bones which 

had been gathered to be shipped east for use in ceramic work and in the menufacture 

of glue. In fact, he could still remember - he orew up in western Missouri as e¢ school 

boy - when buffalo hides were still being shipped and could be seen on railroad cars 

being chippet eastward out of the remains of the buffalo herd. Let's see, we started 

on what lane about father? 

Helen: About the desk company. 

Frederic: Oh, the desk company. Well, yas. ‘iother, as I mentioned before, was a 

survivor of six children and she was spoiled, badly spoiled. fiy father used to 

laughingly say thet the only thing she enjoyed eating when he married her was strawe 

berry preserves = which was his wey of saying that she hed her own way and whatever 

she wanted, she got. So 1 can just see my mother cottoning up to her generous and 

well-to-do father and saying, "Father, don't you think it would be nice if Carl had 

a job in town and didn't have to go off on these awful trips all the time?" So he 

bought a Soleo it was available in connection with one of the Rands,-eee! Ehey 

created the Rand and Leopold Desk Company yand my father was put in charge of it. He 

was dumped in without malice aforethought 1 would presume, but he must have learned 

something about it because the company succeeded. It was a financial success and ex- 

panded semewhat . He ran the business until he died in 1914, ly older brother Carl 

Hath Pe bISNed Peo Pe ka 1044. ERE SEY y enn BU GE eee OMe ved eee ty Sc) Ne sbedl aed SEM. 

or three years experience under peel and he took over the management of the company— 

Sade He continued on with the business actively until the 1949's when I took over the 

management which I enjoyed greatly. It might be interesting to note that my first job 

which was in the spring after my father died in December, I went to eee I 

had stayed home that following fall and hadn't gone to college eer as nurse for my 

father . 8eing mid year, I went 6 work in the factory and we worked at that time 63 

Hole aluack Gand ay Stipend wes 45 cents an hour $0 if you get your arithmetic book
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» out you'll find I worked a 63 hour week and got about ten bucks every week, provided 

I wasn't late in the morning or had other deductions that affected my gross income. 

So I saw quite a bit of change in the affairs of the company from the day I entered- 

of course, I went into the Army in 1917 and spent two years with Uncle Sam = when I 

returned in 1919, I re-entered the Desk Company and worked there for 52 years. By 

that time I was 75 and I had had enough of it, so I retired’ and sold the business 

because I had no male progeny who were interested in continuing the business. I have 

seen so many examples of family~owned businesses that had lost their management through 

one reason or another and they rapidly declined in their effectiveness. I think I did 

the wise thing by selling the business to protect my family and the employees equell. 

Helen: When you walk along the bluff, Frederic, I remember you pointing things out to 

me that I had no idea even grew in Burlington. 

Frederic: Well, I've been assewiibl ing wild flowers from all over = you mentioned this 

morning = trillium. ‘ell, I have six varieties of trillium in the yard here,and I 

don't think more than three people in Burlington know more than two varieties because 

they are very rare. ! 

Helen: And you rememberi the white Yeeded brush = I didn't know that would even grow. 

Frederic: Marie brought that in. 1 have trilliums from Connecticut, Minnesota, and 

Wisconsin and some rare ones that grow here, that to tha hae tae rare = and it has 

been my pleasure = when I got into the wild flower aspect of things, I realized that 

if I was going to put wild flowers broadcast over my square block of area here I was 

going to have a lot of plants so I had to learn how to propagate these plants from 

seed. Of covrse, to do that the first thing you have to have is the seed so I found 

there was a lot to be learned about when a seed was ripee Some seeds have a very 

critical period. If you are there too early, they are not yet fully matured. Or if 

you are there too late the seed pots have burst and the pods are empty and you get no 

seeds. That's especially true of things like the higettead which are quite difficult 

to raise from seed for that reason.
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347 Walnut Street 
Nogales, Arizona, 

Burlington, Iowa, is a city of hills, lJorth, South, 

West and Prospect, It is the city where the late Aldo Leopold, 

noted conservationist, forester, nature writer and professor 

of wild 1ife management at “isconsin University was born and : 

reared, Prospect and North Hills with their bluffs border the 

wide .ississippi River. Beautifully located at the edge of the 

Prospect Hill bluff is the gstate of the Leopold family. 

The time wag 1902 )wnen I a classmate of aldo 's acquired 

an early morning paper route, I would leave the old plant at 

Main and Washington at 3:45 A. M. with my pack of 160 papers 

and a half hour later would be climbing snort Clay Street to 

its ton where I wovld cut throuch the Leopold estate to deliver 

on Grand Street a block south, ‘omewhere thereabouts I would 

be seeing Aldo so early gazing intently with glasses up at the 

trees, It was my first sight of a serious bird watcher, Up to 

that time Aldo was just another classzate, a sixteeg-year oldster 

like myself, and an outstanding student, but somewhat reserved 

and so, so shy of the wiles and smiles of the girls who pre- 

dovinated three to one in the class, Yery scon Aldo became much 

more than the ordinary classmate to me -- an inspiring fellow 

bird watcher, tie finest and truest friend I've ev-r had, 

Surlington with its many hills interspersed with ravines 

of varying depth which we called holiows, Bonn Hollow, Ransom 

Hollow, for instance, the wonderfull _ississinoi iver and its 

many bordering sloughs on the so-called tiississinoi flyway, and 

finally the many woodec pastures in tac back country cut by 

Hawkeye and flint Creeks provide: us two sixteen-year youths
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a@ new world of color and surprises, wunsurp:ssed at least for me 

in a long life of observations in other places, In the busy 

spring migration season we strenuously were covering all these 

places, walking and rowing miles and miles in quest of new 

finds with Aldo when on his own invariably a day or two ahead 

of me in recording these finds, 

Early in this new relationshinv ldo proved himself to 

me the careful teacher that he did in later years so convincingly 

at Wisconsin University, This was especially the casfe on my 

first trip with him to the Lowe tree Hunting Club across the 

river in Illinois to which he belonged and where he quickly 

identified for me and described in much detail a variety of ducks 

and other water birds such as bitterns, srebes, cranles and so 

on, Those were the days of no roads or bridge to get across 
so it was quite an outing for me to go 
to and from the club by train, In the winter when the .‘ississippi 

was fro.zen it was just a fair cross country walk over there, 

Lone Tree Lake was surrounded by swampy woods, a continuation 

of the woods which bordered the ississinni River and which 

around iiay 1 were veritably alive with birds esnecially warblers 

and incidentally swarms of nosquitoes, ~o explore these woods 

necessitate: for me a first purcliase of hip rubber bocts and then 

to know what I saw and observed through an old family possession, 

a pair of overa glasses, necessitated a second purchase, Chap- 

man's Handbook Of Birds Of Eastern North America, still a prized 

possession in my now sizable private library, 

Occasional trips to the Lone Tree Huntin; Ulub followed 

but spring hunters were so disturbing that I secn was insisting 

that we hire a siff on the Iowa side and explore the woods over
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there from the shore side, Hunters thoush they were, the Leopolds 

both father and sons were already conservation minded so far as 

slaughter of ducks were coneerned and were onposed to spring 

kil] ings, I wag always the muscle man and didthe rowing while 

| aldo sat silent’y in the back seat, perking up most lively when 

\r would sneak the skiff into some narrow slough wit: branches 

of trees on both sides immersed by the spring high-level water 

‘ana birds almost within arms reach,(Red-eyed vireo, crested fly 

catcher, black and white warbler, blue winged warbler, prothon- 

otary warbler and many others as listed in one notation in an 

old notebook that I still possess), Then, we would land the skiff 

in some likely place, hang handkergchiefs from our hats to. pro- 

tect us from the mosquitoes and splash through various pools ‘ 

resulting from the spring high waters and be on a wild hunt for 

new finds, Almost own every trip over there in our eagerness one 

or the other would be plunging into water over the tops of his 

boots, brinsins a loud guffaw from the other one, 

In that noteboc!:, also, was the frequent item, “With 

fob. to Flint Hills" ..Usually we would take the street car to 

the end of the line north of town and then walk several miles 

north o.n Ridge Road to Flint Creek, which passes through a section 

of nits and bluffs with its notec Starr's Cave, which proved 

another paradise for us bird watchers, Asain, let me quote from 

that valued old notebook: *May 2, started & o'clock after finiszed 

paver route for Flint. Yent by way of pastures near the @, Saw 

Henshaw's sparrow in Dehn's pasture and not far away about twenty 

yellow palm warblers, Saw the first redst-rt also at this place, 

Back of Bock's entering one of the ravines saw orchard oriole and
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and a few minutes afterward saw the veery." Then followed record- 

ing of the ovenbird, prairie warbler, parula warbler, scarlet 

tanager, water thrush and blu@ gray gnatcatcher, Often inste_ad 

of walking on Ridge Road to the Flint Hills Aldo and I would 

plunge into ravines parallel to the road which were a tangle of 

wild blackberries out of which we would flush out many varieties 

of sparrows including the vesper, lark, swamp and savanna sparrows 

and also the winter and Carolina wrens among various other com- 

moner birds, 

Eveh in those early days Aldo was very positive in his 
especially his 

likes and,dislikes in regard to sneaky bird-killing cats and 

4nglish sparrows which raided his nest boxes, and which he shot 

with much finesse, He used a single-barrel shot gun which if I . 

remember correctly he paid only seven dollars and something (ieil mE 

order) and which he boasted did the business just as wel] as the 

exynensive gun his father possessed, 

To do the job with the inglish sparrows, he would lay 

grain in a long row and then blast away from one end of the row 
Years later, 

for multiple killings. I read about this method of destruction 

in a Government bulletin, 

In that sixteenyear-old veriod, Aldo wes already con- 

servation minded, He was especially enraged when a pioneering 

farmer ( probably a aduatter) cleared a few acres in the swampy 

woods directly across the river from the Leopold place and 

planted corm among the stumys, Later when a high flocd came and 

drove out the squatter, Aldo was full of flee and became quite 

disgusted with me when I expressed sone pify for the farmer and 

his big loss, 

Incidentslly in a visit to Surlington just last year
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in looking down and across the river from the Leonold place where 

that pioneering farm was located I quickly noted that the scar 

in the woods created by that farm had been completely obliterated 

by new growth, 

While that flood was at its crest I rowed Aldo across 

the river on a tour of investigation, As we neared the woods where 

the water was a good ten feet or more deep, the fast-flowing river 

unimpeded by a series of dams as it is now was full of debris and 

uprooted trees, Suddenly I spotted a cluster of snakes in one of 

the trees which in lower water was on the shore line, Partly 

? immersed was a huge black@colored snake, which after all these 

years, I would say was over five feet long and three or four inches 

thick, variety I still don't know, Without thinking about the 

consequences or the power of the current, I rowed over close to 

the branch where the snakes were clustered, pulled out one of the 

oars from its lock, stood up in the fiet-bettemed skiff and took 

a wild slam at that big snake. Meanwhile the current was edging 

the skiff closer and closer to the tree where the snakes hanging 

above could easily have dropped into the skiff, Also the blow 

at the big one was a glancing one and mostly absorbed by the sur- 

face water, The next thing I knew that big fellow was striking at 

the oer and dern near landing in the skiff, I instantly lost ali 

interest in slamring him acain anc gave the oar a push with every- 

thing I had, replaced it in its lock and then put on a rowing sprint 

which took us to quieter waters where in normal times was the old 

ferry road, 

In the midst of the excitement usually mildspeaking 

Aldo was angrily shouting: "Damn it, what did you do that for?"
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I was too breathless and too fool stricken to answer, I 
the quiet of 

kept rowing sprint fashion until we reached the high ratvoad 

embankment where calm had reached us and the“Aldo said: "I'm sorry." 

“Sorry, Hell," I said almost tearfully, I'm the damn 

fool who should be sorry.” 

After that we got out cf the skiff and walked along the 

railroad and again became the ardent bird watchers looking for 

new acquisitids to our lists of new arrivals, 

Itwas my great misfortune after our sophomore year that 

Aldo went East to Lawrenceville Prep and leter to Yale Forestry 

School, That next year, however, my junior year in high school, 

my enthusiasm for recording arrivals in the sprins remained at - 

high pitch and every week I would report these arrivals in a u 

weekly letter to Aldo, One of these recordings was of a painted 

bunting or nonvareil which was disputed by Aldo who said they 

didn't go as far north as Burlington, but I stuck to my find, 

I also reported to ‘ldo that the ledies of the local 

bird club had finally discovered aie eee I had guided them to 

several pleces to make unexpected discoveries for them, to which 

he gave me the haw-haw in his next letter, Previously He had 

treated the pleas from the ladies for help and guidance with con- 

summate contempt and looked on their efforts to get stories about 

their limited activities in the newspapers with much afidain, 

Now that I look back and recall this attitude toward the bird club 

women and their pleas I can see how the shyness that prevailed 

with the girls in the high school class also hit him hard at even 

the thought of having to be lead men for those older club women, 

To clinch this thought, Mrs. Marie Lord, Aldo's sister, told me
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on a recent visit about the difficulty his mother had had in 

getting Aldo to go to dancing school and how she would have to 

remind him when he went to dances to be sure to dance with 

certain girls whose families were close friends of the Leopolds. 

Among the various women I escorted across the river 

was my nice English teacher, liiss Rogers, It was a May day solo 

trip. Beside- the many thrushes and warblers, the woods seemed 

to be alive with fiery-colored redstarts and iguiien : and at CXee 

the sight of all these, lfiss Rogers with her face welted, cried 

out with prophetic urge: "why can't some one build paths over 

here so teacher~ can bring their classes and show them such beaut- 

jes?" Teachers who have followed .iiss Rogers now more than sixty i 

years later could go over to those very same woods much shrunken 

by power saw and ditch digger and plow and make that same plea, 

Now, one may ask what made 4ldo click so early in life 

with solid conservation ideas and be so wrought over the effort 

of that pioneering farmer in hewing a fern out of that swampy 

woods across the river from his home? First of al? Aldo head a 

wonderfully keen father and a most sympatiretic and endearing 
Lice of lehemlata 

mother, The fathep cart Yeopola, was head of the Leopold Company, j 

maker of office furniture, which is still-very mueh a going con- } 

cern_with Frederic, the third and youngest son, president. "Build- 

ers of desks and office furniture since 1876," says the business 

letterhead, 

The father was quite a vositive-talxing person, out- 

going and commanding, quite different from the reserved ldo 

who was more lixe his mother, I really got to know itr, Leopold 

better after Aldo left for Lawrenceville when I would be invited
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to go on non-hunting spring trips to the Lone Tree Hunting Club 

which hk would occasionally organize for the education of the 

two younger sons, Carl, Jr., and Frederic, Those outiings over there 

were really lectures on the move about the trees and bushes, the 

birds and swamp animals and even how to make a fire and afterward 

to dispose of it. In it all there was much about the woods in 

general and how they shovld be managed and preserved, In fact, 

the boys were getting the rudiments of conservation just as the 

older Aldo had received fromm his Dad when he was younger and 
with his keen mind had gone way beyond his father and as I could Sole) poe rel alee en ee 

surmise into the argumentative stage so as to dispute some of 

nis father's pet theories, 
Since Mr, Leopold's business was based on the plentiful 

supply of certain kinds of lumber, he naturally was well posted 

on forestry in general and the management and too the abuses there- 

of, Also, big busines in Burlington as well as in many other 

upper Mississippi River towns at the beginning of the century 

was the manufacture and distribution of lumber, the raw product 

coming to these towns in the form of huge rafts of logs a block 

or more long, I remember so well when I was around thirteen years 

old (1899) how such rafts were tied up at the bottom of North 

Hill bluff from which I and other kids took dangerous though 

exciting swims, It was a time when managers of prophetic mind 

and vision such as lr, Leovold were wondering how long the raw 

suoply wovld last, 

or course,al&this must have been a subject for con- 

tinuous table and livingroom talk not only on the how of supply- 

ing the raw product but also on preventing the terrible waste
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then prevailing and planning for new growth or what is now 

called tree farming. Thoughts about all this must have been 

percolating in Aldo's keen teen-age mind with a trend thus 

early toward basic conservation ideas, 

Of course, the radical new way of living at Lawrenceville 

and the change of envir§ment I could quicixly see was putting a 

big crimp in his bird-watching activities, It also was creating 

a growing wedge between our former clostrelationships, The 

family always spent much of the summer at Les Cheneau on liack= 

inac Island so our joint bird-finding activities gradually 

Sloughed only to occasional excursions to Lone Tree Club on one 

of which I swam the full three-miléz length of the Club lake while 

Aldo trailed after in skiff, Suddenly also I was bit by the 

athletic bug and so footbal and baseball and later track -nd 

cross country in college became major interests, 

Then after college days, our careers becane far opposites, 

Aldo went to the Southwest as a US forester while I stayed East 

as a news editor on an engineering magazine. Thus, as so often 

hapvens with student vals who later go in opposite directions 

and develop opvosite interests, we eventually lost touch of each 

other, All I had therefore were wonderful memories of a wonderful 

hobby and a wonderfully inspiring friendship which long after 

Aldo hadpassed away and I had becomesretiree was revived in most 

peculiar and memorable fashion, 

This revival was sparked in the first »vlace by a review 

by Lewis Gannet&in the New York Herald-Tribune taveewsars—are 

of a book, "The American Year," edited by Henry Hill Collins, Jr., 

and subtitled "Nature Across America Through the Four Seasons
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as Observed by the Great Writers and Naturalists Past and Pres- 

ent," (G. P. Putnam Sons). 

What immediately bolted me in this review was the 

following: 

"Aldo Leopold's wonderfulmeditation on the last bit of 

unspoiled prairie in a ‘/isconsin prairie graveyard," 

I quickly had a $10 check agoing for this hefty anthol- 

ogy of some 110 nature pieces and discovered another delightful 

piece by Aldo on the far-flung migration of the upland plover 

entitled, "Back From The Argentine," From this anthology I 

learned of the original source, "A Sand County Almenac," published 

by the Oxford University Press, for which I naturally also sent, 

I also sent for another volume published by the Oxford University 

Press entitled "Round River," a postmortem assemblage of Aldo's 

pieces by his son, Lune Leopold, : aet 

This anthological essay ,by Lewis Gannett, not much more 

than a newspaper colum in length, is full of 4ldo's Lament as 

a conservationist on what is happening o the land, Picturesduely 

it tells about tie survival in a corner of a country graveyard 

of a single deeprooted man-high cutleaf Silphinium which has a 

sunflower-likxe bloom, In pre-farming days it grew in profusion 

and provided rich food for great herds of buffalo, So-called 

clean farmins, woodlot grazing and good roads, it states, is 

tee cause of the shrinkage of such flora, 

Then in his rich-flowing prose, Aldo goes on to say, 

Tis This is one little episode in the funeral of tie native 
flora which in turn is one episode in the funeral 
of the flora of the world, Mechanized man, obliv- 
tous of floras, is proud of his progress in cleanin: 

ite oot bie waich, willy-nilly, he must
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Boy’ If I could only write like that! 

Years after the Burlington period in the nineteen 

twenties when Aldo was leaving the Southwest for his first cone 

nection with the University of Wisconsin as Assistant Director 

of the Forest Products Laboratory and I had joined the advertising 

department of the International Harvester Company, Aldo called 

on me in my office in Chicago, It was a strange meeting. We 

seemed hardly to know eech other, Aldo was unusuelly quiet while 

I on the other hand wns full of gab mostly about the horse-versus 

tractor controversy then prev-iling in which I was immersed up i 

to my neck, I doubt that Aldo was much impressed by that gab. 

Clean living wes our motto back there in Burlington and tobacco 

was especially taboo so rather timidly I produced a box of cigars 

fearing his scorning refusal, The refusal came alright but with 

it he produced e funny little pipe, on which he pu®fed like an 

old timer, while I lit my cigar and puffed like the conceited 

office dude, That was the last I saw of Aldo. 

In the following years I saw something of Aldo's writings 

in trade magazines and technical papers. They were all heavy 

stuff written in what my old boss editor, Dr, iicAllister on the 

Electrical “orld, vsed to call professorial English, I was un- 

impressed, Aldo was what one might c:11 an ambivalent writer, 

Sor example, the following paragraph is from Part III of "A 

Sand County Almanac," which I frankly had to read several times 

with the helvy of a dictionary to get its drift: 

This extension of ethics, so far studied by 
pee is ers process in one tee 
volution, Its sequences asy be described in ecological 

as well™in philosophical terms, An ethic, ecclog- 
ically, is a limitation on freedom of action in the 
struggle for existence, An ethic, philosophiczl’y, is



-- 12 -- 

differentiation of social from anti-social 
conduct. Thesdare two definiticS of one thing. 

The thing has its origin in the tendency of inter- 
dependent individuals or groups to evolve modes 
of cooperation, The ecologist calls tiese 
symbioses, Politics and economics are advanced 

symbioses in which the original free-for-all 
competition has been replaced, in p3rt by coone 
erative mechanisms with an ethical cnntent, 

Now comnare this ponderous quote with the following 

from a peview-of a new anthology, "A Treasury of Bird Lore", 

edited by Joseph Wood Crutch and Paul S$, Eriksson (Doubleday) Kiratet, 

by John Vosburgh in the Audubon Magazine of May-June, 1963:_ 

Even if this book serves only to introduce some 
readers to the late Aldo Leopold, it will have 
achieved much, Here is an example of his cadenced 
words etching a picture and a thought: 

“One swallow does not make a su-mer, but one 
skein of geese, cleaving the murk of a March thaw, 
is the spring. 

A cardinal, whistling spring to a thaw, but 

later finding himself mistaken, can retricve his 
error by resuzing his winter silence.... But a 
migrating goose, staking 200 miles of black night 
on the cHance of finding a hole in the lake, has 
no easy chance for retreat. His arrival carries the 
conviction of a prophet who nas burned his bridges, 

As I read and re-read A Sand County Slmanac and Round River, 

detailing so many of Aldo's experiences in so many places I 

have wondered and wondered why there is nothing about those 

exciting teen years in the Surlington recion, ‘hy, I ask? What 

a piece he might have written about the demise of Ransom Hollow> 

a beauty of a little ravine with a small brock running throug: 

it just a block down Clay Street hill from Aldo's home, There 

he pointed out tc me in early spring my first big find, a flock 

of evening grosbeaks, and I in turn just a year later in the very 

same place pointed out to an eager srour of bird club women an- 

other flock of the same grosbeaks. A quaint wocjen footbridge
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crossed the ravine, It was painted a brickish red to match the 

color of the rambling old Ransom mvansion up a sloping l2wn some 

hundred yards away. Ransom Hollow was on Aldo's early morning 

tours and for me it was a quick coming and going stov on my paper 

route, Here on March 5 I heard the first purple finches in great 

numbers singing. Later it was alive with ruby crowned kinglets 

and myrtle warblers. There also I recorded arrival of my first i 

hermit thrush, What a wonderful little bird sanctuary this 

ravine would have made, Imagine agporvor one morning, however, 

when I came by and saw all the trees and underbrush cut down. 

A go-called profit-making real estate improvement venture was 

in the making, proof of which I noticed 60 years later in the 

form of a row of houses where the ravine usec to be now dirt 

filled. 

Similarly Aldo could have recallec and written about 

his many hunting and bird-watching experiences at Lone Tree 

Hunting Club which also is no more, I wonder if homesickness fo_r 

the old boyhood region beset him as it used to do me and inm- 

yell me to go to the man room of tie Wew York Library, haul out 

the huge Mississ&opi River folio, turn to the big map of the 

Burlington region and dream back all those water trips I used 

to take, 

I would perticulerly recall beautiful Pinkham Slough, 

narrow and winding inwardly throug: deep woods several miles to 

a wooden railroad trestle and then to join Lone Tree Club Lake, 

Both Aldo and I loved this slogugn where we perticularly would 

listen for the soft peet, tweet, tweet of tne rich orange and 

greenish yellow colores prothonotary warbler only to be found in
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water habitats, The river outlet of the slough was several miles 

down river and the pull on the return trip agatinst the swift 

current the’prevailing was a hard one to rowm against. I would 

hug the shore where it was easier rowing. A few days before I 

left Burlington for a job in the Hast and then on to the first 

year in college, I took my last row down to Pinkham, ILt was a 

quiet fall day and the smooth water of the slough was carpeted with 

vari-colored leaves, As I traced it on that big map in the 

New York library I wondered wnat the higher water level brought 

about by the new Keokuk dam 30 miles south had done to the slough, 

Sort of a wistful Aldo Leopold reminiscence, Yes? Peng ee: nie: 

fiebaes, 4 AE places tai sncis Bue Rite tn mieten! L- 

Aldo says he was going 60 miles an hour and "in the narrow thread 

of sodm@ between the shaved banxs and the tornling fences grow 

the relics of what once was Illinois prairie," dreading the 

teeuey improvements he would be seeing dared not let his 

\ endticnd expiweeas on paper, In his heart he may not have had 

room for another lament such as the following one concluding his 

piece on White Mountain in Arizona: 

Despite several opportunities to do so, 
I have never returned to White Mountain, I 

EWGRRG tr it, on ta i, | nee pews weorle, 
not yet born when I first rode out "on top’; ; 
exclaim about it as a wonderful place. To this, 
with an unspoken mental reservation, I agree, 

It is a sed thought finally to think that Aldo had 

to die in 1948 at 62 years of age in his prime fighting a grass 

fire, Grass fire fightins is a nasty and heartestraining ex- 

perience, I know, for on weekends I used to go to sattle Creek 

where ny jate mother had a small farm and where grass fires 

trvews
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Aldo and Mrs, Leopold and their daughter, «stella, were 

\ making their usual weekend visit to their 140-acre far on the Wis- 

Consin River, the locale of so many of the beautiful nature pieces 

that appear in "A Sana County Almanac." Suddenly they spotted smote 

coming from a pasture on an adjoining 100-acre farn. 

With all his trainings as a forestry student in college and 

his actual experience in fichting or preparing tc “ight fires in the 

Southwest as U. S. forester or forest supervisor, that smoke was a 

sien for action - i mediate action, And with all equipment available 

the three of then rushed over there, Aldo far ahead and soon lost to 

view of the two women, Cther neichbors had joined te fight and one 

o* these finally discovered Aldo's prostate body, Fighting grass 

fires, as experienced firexen will tell can be a :nost heart-straindge 

experience, Certainly it was for Aldo in this his lest fire-fightin; 

pattie, z
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Aldo's Middle School Years 

Summer Vacation 

One hot day in late July of about 1903 Aldo invited me, aged about eight 

years, to go along with him on an afternoon field trip. We rode by street. 

car to the Irish Ridge Road crossing at the north edge of Burlington. From 

here we walked the dusty dirt road for a mile or more to the Flint Creek bridge. 

The stream is boxvdered on the south side by limestone bluffs which are timbered 

with typical oak - hickory woods with an understory of brush and berry brambles. 

Perfect for wild flowers and wildlife. 

We looked for summer flowers such as purple cone flowers. The shaded 

limestone clefts grew maiden hair and woodsia fern. 

A red fox vixen barked from the top of the bluff to warn her kits to enter 

tneir den because suspicious characters were abroad. Near the den entrance 

ley many smelly remnants of poultry, rabbits and other prey species. 

We feasted on luscious blackberries and wee well entertained by dee ane 

the wild scenery typical along a small Iowa stream. Eventually we were tired 

and hoi and decided to tuke a swim in a pool in the creek. Naturally we planned 

to "skinny dip" but unfortunately for me, 1 undressed in a lush growth cf green 

weeds which turned cut to be nettles. If Aldo warned me I failed to get the 

message! I passed a miserable half hour in the cree trying to cool my burning 

skin. Ever since that experience I have been able to spot nettles from a distance. 

I had learned that lesson well! 

Cur summer routines were tremendously affected by Mother having a severe 

ease of hay fever. Seeking relief for her our gzandrarents discovered a unique 

summer resort known as Les Cheneaux Club located about fifteen miles east of 

Mockinac Island along the north shore of Lake Huron. The area was located 

in a small remnant of comparative wilderness, on the edge of the Canadian Shield; 

/
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the ground was just able to yield a stunted growth of north woods trees in 

the thin layer of soil barely covering the solid bed rock. 

There were no roads or railroads and little exposure to the populated 

midwest. Access was by water only. The Club and its members owned a point 

of land about a mile in length extending from the north east end of Marquette 

Island, one of a group of small islands clustered along the north shore of 

Lake Huron. The small water between the islands offered protection from the 

waves of the big Lake Huron. The tiny villages of Hessel and Cedarville on 

the mainland nearby were populated by the only year around residents within ‘ 

fifteen or twenty miles. Our cottage supplies of food and miscéllaneous were 

delivered to us daily by launch from their village stores. The term motor 

boat had not been coined at this time. ; 

Our own cottage was smali and simple and overlooked a bay nearly a mile 

wide to the west of us. The summer sunsets over the bay were often very beauti- 
. 

ful. And it was here that we enjoyed swimming and water sports in general. 

It was no wonder that we children during our home months dreained of our summer 

pleasures and actually counted the months, weeks and days until we journeyed 

to our summer cottage. Usually we departed for the trip in late July or early 

August and we remained until about September twenty-sixth when hay fever ended 

for the season. 

The weeks before starting north were filled with preparation and antici- 

pation. We all offered to help Mother with packing the many things we would 

need. As I recall our heavy badeane filled at least six trunks plus a bedding 

roll for our sleeping bags for camping and a special trunk contained camping 

gear of all kinds. This latter trunk was the duty of we boys to pack. 

The local drayman arrived the evening before we left to haul the trunks 

to the railway station. He was a powerful man whose broad back enabled him 

to carry even our largest trunks down our winding stairway without assistance 

and with never a scratch on the wall enroute. 

@
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/ Baggage was delivered and checked at the railroad station the day we left, 

since our train left Burlington around 4:30 A.M. arriving in Chicago about 

9:30 AJM. This left us about two hours to reach our boat dock cn the Chicago 

River from which the palatial steamship Manitou departed at about 11:30 A.M. 

The transfer across town was wade in a horsedrawn Parmalee Coach from Union 

Station to the dock. These coaches were usually crowded with passengers and 

hand baggage was piled on top. No room for our dogs so my older brothers were 

entrusted with walking the dogs across town on a leash. 

The big ship was most exciting and we felt very priviledged to be able 

to enjoy the twenty-four hour voyage to Mackinac Island. Much of the way we 

followed a course up the middle of Lake Michigan so land was often "out of 

sight”. 

None of us were affected by sea sickness excepting Aldo and he hated this 

evidence of physical weakness. We carried dried dog biscuits for our animals 

and Aldo found he could eat dog biscuits without getting sick. 

In the morning before reaching Mackinac Island the Manitou made stops 

at Charlevois and Harbor Springs where many summer residents came to the dock 

to watch the big ship Jand and depart. Mackinac Island was reached about noon, 

here we had a two hour wait until the S.S. Islander would leave on the last 

lap of the journey. We all enjoyed the beauty of the Mackinac's white cedars 

and the white washed stone wails of the old Fort overlooking the Straights 

of Mackinac. Also the main street dae tyeed with gift shops usually crowded 

with tourists buying souvenirs of dubious quality. No automobiles were allowed 

on the Island and fancy surreys with fringed canopies, drawn by well groomed 

horses offered short or long rides to various Island points of interest such 

as the Fort, Lover's Leap and the British Landing across the Island. 

Eventually we boarded the old familiar Islander with Captain Mac Carty 

in command. We had been coming for so many years tise we recognized us as 

old acquaintances. 

2
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f The last leg of fe Heatly covered about fifteen miles and took about 

an hour and a half. We watched for land marks such as Goose Island, Point 

Broulie and familiar cottages, then the first stop at Hessel, Michigan where 

Fenlon's store provided daily grocery deliveries to our cottage dock at the 

Club. 

Then we Younded the last point and could see our Club - Big Dock - summer 

guests at the Club usually met the boat and among them were old friends. Lots 

of college sweaters with "Y'" for Yale or "H" for Harvard or "P" for Princeton 

were in evidence. It was a great place for young people as well as for parents 

and especially for infants accompanied by nurse maids. 

Our cottage had been opened by the resident Steward of the Club prior 

to our arrival. That meant the board shutters removed, the plumbing turned 

ou, the coal oil lamps filled, stove wood and fireplace wood provided and row 

boats launched so in a very short time, life at the cottage was in full swing. 

Aldo did not care for golf or tennis. He preferred exploring the woods, 

sailing and fishing for small mouth bass and northern pike. The island, Marquette, 

was of irregular shape with long points extending from the main body. Overall 

it was about five or six miles long north and south and about four miles east ; 

to west. Aldo knew most of the island intimately. He produced several hand 

nade maps artistically decorated and illustrated with typical trees, animals 

and birds in appropriate places. All of the trails were shown including some 

newer trails which he himself created. Almost all local travel was by water, 

there were no roads. One of the black servants at a neighbor's cottage remarked, 

“Lordy, what a land of water". 

The Les Cheneaux Club was centered around a large frame two story clubhouse 

which had guest rooms available and the dining room served meals to cottagers 

who preferred not to run their own kitchens. There was a small dance floor : 

where simple dance music was available six evenings a week. Usually just a 

-



G and a violin, later one or two stringed instruments were added. The 

week night dances were simple and ended by ten o'clock but all the young people 

learned to be good ball room dancers. Some better, others not so good. Aldo 

was an excellent dancer and later in Madison he and his wife Enstella were 

picked as the best dancers at a faculty party. 

The Club property was located in an old burned over area and the new growth 

birch, aspen and spruce and balsam were no higher than the eaves of the cottages. 

for the benefit of nursemaids with perambulators and older people who wanted 

mild excercise the Club had constructed a board walk which ran past the cottage 

paths and then on through a woodsy area. It was laid out in a long ellipse 

so the overall length was about one mile, whence its name - the Mile Walk. 

Just after the turn of the century Aldo with his propensity for hunting 

had encountered a wandering skunk , or as Father called them a "Sachet Kitten". 

Aldo killed the skunk and proceeded to immortalize its memory by carving in 

the cross boards of the Mile Walk his declaration, "Aldo Leopold killed a skunk 

here on August 20th, 1901" for all to see. Years later the board walk was 

replaced by cement but the carved boards were salvaged and nailed in their k 

proper order to two birch trees nearby so the proclamation had a continued 

life. 

Among Aldo's discoveries on the neighboring main land was an old bear 

trap, constructed of logs so arranged as to drop a heavy burden of logs on 

the bear's hack if the animal tried to extract the smelly bait, which was supposed 

to attract the animal. He also discovered rabbit traps - which were also of 

the dead-fall type. These lines were operated in winter, and were located 

along the rabbits principal travel paths. 

I have mentioned the remoteness of the area, where roads were almost non- 

existant excepting for lumber roads, built when the original pine and hemlock 

were logged out in the earlier century. There were few clearings even on the 

maluland and then mainly to provide a small vegetable garden or a hay crop



Vi winter the family cow or horse owned by the impoverished year round resideat. 

One could explore the lumber roads for miles and miles inland without 

seeing a house, road, or even a clearing. So in our young minds we imagined 

that we were at the jumping - off place where to the north an endless wilderness 

extended to Hudson Bay and the artic. 

Young Aldo had such a dream and he longed.to take a summer trip up a north 

flowing river leading to James Bay or Hudson Bay. Looking toward such a trip 

he knew he would have to learn to handle a canoe, so he prevailed on father 

to order a canoe, which eventually arrived in a crate on the S.S. Islander. 

His was the first canoe in the whole area since the old days of Indian dug- 

out or the birch bark canoes of fur trappers days. 

We all os proficient in travelling by canoe not only in the small 

channels and bays near our cottage Bor even along the shoreline of big Lake 

Huron. We were sometimes in such rough water that when our canoe was in the 

trough of a wave only the tops of trees on the shore could be seen but we hardly 

ever shipped any water because we knew how to use our canoe. We sat on our 

heels on the bottom. We took three and four day camping trips along Lake Huron's 

north shore which led us to some good trout streams and some early season hunts 

for partridge and a few black ducks which breed here. We never killed much 

game but tried to live off the land at at times had to resort to stews made 

of rice and potatoes with an occasional red squirrel or flicker carcass to 

give a touch of meat. We found biueberries and sometimes beach plums to snice 

our pancakes with syrup. But Aldo in his younger years never reached his dream 

of cznoeing down a north flowing river. This huge land ha held as a blank 

spot in his mental map of the North Country. But that image only increased 

his interest rather than otheiwise.. The mystery of a blank spot stirred his 

imas nation and became material his dreams were made of. 

\ido as a Fisherman was first a small mouth bass man. Then northern pike, 

a



eo . by brook trout from the few little cedar swamp streams on the nearby 

mainland. Our top bass fishing area was known as Split Rock, named for a split 

boulder lying on the lake bottom in plain sight through six feet of clear water. 

The bass came and went through this area and fed among the rocks there, in 

other words they were not always there and sometimes patience was necessary. 

The weed beds where Aldo caught his pike were near the bass grounds. Here 

he learned to cast a Skinner Spoon which the pike struck. He néver kept bass 

unless they weighed at least a pound and a half or pike if under three pounds. 

I recall his returning at dusk one evening when he had at least six big pike 

in tow on lines behind his skiff, rowing slowly so the pike could swim along 

without drowning. 

His big fishing moment took place early one morning when he had been trol- 

ling for the rare muskellunge at day break and he landed one weighing fifteen 

pounds by actual scale weight. A generation earlier muskys had been quite 

frequently caught here but this was the Last big one I know about. 

Another quarry of Aldo's during these summers was the sora rail, a tiny 

rail that dislikes unnecessary flying. The head of the big bay where our cottage 

was located grew shallow and the bottom muddy. A perfect place for wild rice 

provided the water remained clear enough. The little rails made a living walking 

over the floating wild rice stems eating insects I presume. I would row Aldo 

who stood in the bow of the boat, through this rice bed. When a rail jumped 

Aldo would attempt to shoot him. I don't recall how many he succeeded in bagging 

but they were few surely. Despite the fact that often they would fly only 

a very short distance before again alighting on the rice stems. 

While Aldo spent most of his days in the woods or fishing he by no means 

neglected the fairer sex. He enjoyed the evening informal dance sessions and 

often took his partners on walks to enjoy the northern lights or the moon rise 

on the Mile Walk and after the canoe arrived he took many evening paddles in :



yah where parents felt a chaperone was unnecessary. Mother, who loved : 

and admired Aldo as a favorite son,as all of us acknowledged, often worried 

about his youthful courting of a series of wate college girls. But these 

were summer romances and each was soon forgotten. 

Another fine summer sport was sailing. We did not own a sail boat but 

dear Friends had.a sloop rigged boat called the Hyac which over a series of 

years they loaned to us. We took care of launching and maintenance and hauling 

her out in the autumn. All of our group of four learned to sail quite well 

and dearly loved the sport. I recall Aldo bringing the Hyac back home from 

Hessel two miles away where she had dropped her rudder. He steered by manipula- 

ting the jib and mainsail to achieve his desired direction. This takes a real 

sailor. In all our younger years none of us owned a gasoline driven boat. 

Among the highlight camping trips of our youth was a trout fishing trip 

to Taylor's Creek about eight miles inland from Hessel, Michigan. To get there 

father hired a horse-drawn sled which could negotiate the rugged logging roads 

in summer. In winter the loggers sledded their logs out on snow clad roads 

which were often made slick by sprinkling over the snow with water to form 

ice to make the heavy loads easy to pull. The roads were laid out so as to , 

follow a downward slope to the water's edge where in spring the logs were formed 

into rafts for towing or were loaded on sailing schooners which carried them 

to the lumber mills. 

Our eight mile trip in took a long half day. Our tents were pitched above 

the little stream which was small enough to wade easily and was often clogged 

with fallen logs but contained a few deeper holes up to perhaps two feet deep. 

I don't recall our having any protection from black flies or mosquitoes such 

as a mosquito bar, but we did have a concoction purchased from Von Lengerky 

and Antoine in Chicago called Lolly-ca-pop. This salves’ effective period 

was short lived. Flit and such repellants were far off in the future. 

8
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Vy We all caught some dandy brook trout. All we could eat plus a surplus 

to bring home with us. But by the second day Father's eyes were swelled nearly 

shut and it was time to come home again. This trip taught us to hold off cur 

camping dates until late August or early September when the scorge of black 

flies and deer flies was over. 

Another trout trip in which we engaged on an annual basis was to Steele 

Creek which emptied into the Big Lake about five miles north of our cottage. 

We rowed there in the early morning and returned in the dusk of the long summer 

twilight. 

The stream was about the same size as Taylor's Creek but more accessible. 

It flowed through a meadow for the first half mile from shore. Then entered 

the usual dense forest of mostly spruce, balsam and occasional aspen and balm 

of gilead. 

On one such trip we were amazed to find that beaver had dammed the stream 

in the forested area and had raised the water almost two feet which spread 

the water over a considerable area. We soon found ourselves forced to wade 

in a couple of feet of water but the trout had responded to the improved habitat 

and we made a record catch for that red letter day and felt well repaid for 

the long row and wet feet! 

One spring vacation week while Aldo attended Yale he induced Father to 

join him on a walking trip along the scenic Housatonic River in Connecticut. 

By this time Aldo was probably in the graduate school of forestry. At any 

rate, Father returned home pretty well exhausted from the walking and sleeping 

on the ground but he had seen beautiful rugged landscape and a tumbling river 

but especially Aldo had shown him how much interesting and nutricious food 

could be found such as fern fiddle heads and other spring sprouts like milkweed 

and wild asparagus and I am sure other plants. 

At Yale, Aldo was quite a dude, he felt he could buy the best. As typified 

9
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by tailor made shirts and Brooks Brothers suits as well as French Schriner 

and Urner shoes, etcetera. I was at home in grammar school at the time my 

two older brothers and sister were at expensive eastern universities and I 

heard the discussion between Mother and Father. Father trying to control expenses 

without success and then having to sell capital assets to keep up with the 

bills. But eventually they all graduated with proud records and proud parents. 

_ Mother later said she hadn't realized how her income would be affected 

by the sale of capital assets. But she learned as a widow to live for years 

e happy life on restricted Finances and with pride in her children, especially 

Aldo. 

. ; 

: Freetece Leopold 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD MEMBER 

by Frederic Leopold 

‘



March 1977 

|) 
This is an attempt to put into written form the nostalgia 

that | feel toward ''old days'' at Crystal Lake when the boys 

in the Leopold family had their early lessons in what today 

might be called envinronmental appreciation. This old Club 

area together with the adjacent Lone Tree Club provided us 

with some youthful experiences which we often recall even 

after sixty or more years. So the message | try to convey 

is directed mainly to the present generation of Leopolds, 

scattered now to the four winds, but whose roots remain. 

; Frederic Leopold 

) | 

‘ 
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a1 RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD MEMBER : 

My family experience in the club began in 1886 when Charles : 

> Starker, my maternal grandfather, purchased a membership in the one year 

olé organization. He remained a member until his death in 1900. My 

father was an early member and I am pleased to tell that my daughter, 

Margaret Barker, and my niece, Dolores Collins, represent the fourth 

generation and the 92nd year of my family's continuous membership. 

My own recollections date back to about 1903 or 04 when I was 

eight or nine years old and sometimes accompanied my father on duck 

hunts or in early autumn on jack snipe hunts. 

At that time there were three hunting clubs along the main line 

of the C.B. & Q. Railroad east of the river, namely; Crystal Lake Club — 

sometimes called Bass Lake on the railroad signboard. Next was Lone 

Tree Club two miles on east, and lastly, Sand Lake Club, several miles 

) further east. All three club houses were similar in style. They were 

built up on piling to about the level of the railroad embankment...They 

were painted yellow with red trim and were much ornamented with faricy 

scroll work and wood brackets plus balconies, dormer windows and with a 

flag pole at the peak. 

Access was by local trains of which there were several each way 

each day. The fare was two cents per mile or about 10 or 12 cents 

each way. There were no station houses, since the clubs were only flag 

stops and the conductor pulled his signal cord if he had club passen— 

gers aboard. Or, to stop the train for the return trip, the club 

steward hung out a stop sign by day, or at night a kerosene lantern as 

@ Signal. 

Our membership list carried the names of many prominent Burlington 

> citizens. It was almost a "Who's Who" roster of our city's foremost 

families. This included officials of our great railroad, who on occasion
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wouldé have the most important through trains, like #1 west bound or #6 

~Yeastbouna, stop at Crystal Lake to discharge or take them on board if 

they were in a hurry to hunt or fish or to get home. 

Social activities in the early days of the club were simple. Members 

ané guests could get meals served by the Steward and cookec by his wife. 

The usual menu was a choice of eggs in several forms or fried ham or 

pork chops with potatoes, usually American fried or sometimes boiled, 

plus a piece of apple pie. The men usually had beer, sometimes in huge 

guart bottles which are seldom seen today. 

The beer was cooled in the ice box. Crystal Lake Club, like the 

other clubs, maintained an ice house, which was filled each winter with 

natural ice from the adjacent lake. When the ice reached suitable thick- 

ness, members, assisted by several hired workers, together with a team 

of horses, cut the ice into blocks of convenient size and the horses 

Del the blocks up a chute into the storage house, which was elevated 

above high water mark in case of a spring flood. The ice was packed 

uncer a couple of feet of sawdust, from the local pine mill. This in- 

sulated it enough to last through the summer. 

_ Quite often groups of members came to the club on the noon train 

to spend an afternoon of leisure when there was no hunting. They might 

try their hand at fishing or often they just socialized over 'a bottle 

of beer with a game of penny ante poker or pitch to spice the occasion. 

fhey usually stayed for an early. supper and took the train at about 6:30 

back ta town. There was also a later return train called "The Lolly" 

at about €:30. This train made a Gaily round trip to Monmouth and 

Keithsburg and return to accommodate farmers and tradesmen on their 

oo rounes. On Saturday night the train was usually loaded with youns 

farmers coming to town to celebrate and carouse in Burlington's many 

saloons and other places of entertainment. I never knew how those young



OLD CLUB HOUSE - during spring flood. Ice House on left end of floating Boat House right. Taken from Railroad 

embankment. 
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men Sot back home the next cay Since most local trains did not run en 

Py Suncay and there was no other means of transportation. 

In the Gays of the ‘old clubhouse there were no women members and 

yomen Visitors Were uxusual. Not that there was any rule but that was 

the custom. By the early years in the new house, members occasionally 

prought their wives to join in the summer fishing. The next advent 

of women at the club was for skating when they often joined in the : 

sport. Roasting hot dogs over a camp fire was a favorite pastime be- 

tween rounds of skating. In the prohibition years the local "Mississippi 

River Lew" and "Bathtub Gin" were frequently brought along to warm up 

the chilly skaters while toasting their shins and. backsides at the 

camp sealngicle 

During the pre levee days the boat house was a roofed floating 

platform moored along the railroad embankment. Boats were made of viood - 

d anc were kept afloat excepting Guring the winter. Then they were turned 

bottoms up on the shore. The extreme variations in water level ne- 

eessitated the floating boat house and for some years after our first 

on shore boat house was buily aloncside the present picnic grounds, the 

old floating boathouse was maintained. The floats, suvported by empty 

barrels, were a great place for fish to shelter and most fishing con— 

centratec there. In summer low water stages, the bass fisherman LD: 

bocts, using Skinner Spoons or minnows, fished the lake on both east 

ané west shores and the railroad embankment with considerable success. ' 

This type of fishing took place wnen the water was lower than we have 

seen it for many years. The lake was less than a hun@red yards wide 

in front of the clubhouse. Prior to the creation of the Drainage District 

“) and the Duilding of the river levee, midsummer water level often receded 

es much as three feet below what we have since considered a low stage.
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The fishermen @id not generally use reels or fancy tackle but had long 

2) cane poles with a line length to match the pole length. 

, I recall watching one of our former members, Dr. Frank LaForce, 

who fished this way. He got so excited when a bass struck that instead 

of playing the fish, he just turned tail and dragzings the butt end of 

the pole behind him ran "in shore" until the bass was floundering on 

Gry land. 

The club maintained a register of all game and fish taken and mem— 

pers were required to make detailed entries of each day's take. Since 

everyone came and went by train there was plenty of time to enter the 

record while awaiting the train's arrival. Our old regi.ster books are 

still extant and must be kept as valuable historical records. I sug- 

gest they be displayed at an annual meeting in the near future. 

Returning to the grounds situation in the early years of the 

» century, there was, of course, no river levee between us anc the big 

viver. There were a few internal ditches on our grouncs for the con- 

venience of our hunters in seasons of low water. Titches, such as the 

one from East Run across the ridge to the end of Mercer's Swale. An-— 

important ditch connected Schlapp's with Young's Lake and thence on to 

Goldie’, Philigs anc Willow Leake. Another ran from the north enc of 

Young's to Ash Tree and thence to Fletfoot. Eaton's Hole and Ewinger's 

were dug much later. There was no levee dividing the upper from the 

lower grounds. 

The original club area was approximately twice its present size, 

extending eastward from Buck Brush and Willow more than a mile to in- 

cluée Eagle Swamp anc Big Eagle Lake plus the fine big old timber to 

' the east of these swamps. Our east boundary was approximately where 

) the present drainagecitch runs north from Lone free railroad crossing.
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‘ Across the trecks from Eagle lay Lone Tree Clubhouse on the south 

Dy side *of the tracks... This club. eased 1isvarea-rather. than ovming its 

grounds as cid Crystal Lake. 

Before my time the railroad ran on trestles for five or six miles 

from the river bridge.to a point beyonc.Lone Tree... To protect this 

wood trestle work, a watchman using an "Irish liail" hand car- ratrolled 

this section.to put out fires started by burning coals dropped by the 

steam locomotives. By the early 20th century the solid fill was com— 

pleted excepting for a short bridge where our lake drained to the south. 

Just south of this bridge Running Sloush, which drained Lone Tree Lake, 

came in from the east and the two followed the present drainage ditch 

to Carthage Lake. 

In times of flood Crystal Leake wes a flowing part of the Mississippi 

River and a strong current ran through the Mein. Lake and kept i% swept 

) clean of silt and fill, creating @ very deep. narrow channels then 

when, the floods receded, our Jakes became land locked and only the 

deeper lakes retained water in times of drought. Before the canaliza— 

tion of the River, the river stasesat times went Gown to the officiel 

zero low water stage or even below that. Not infrequently our news— 

papers contained accounts of men wading across the river. 

In most summers our Main Lake became very narrow and extended only 

@ bit beyond Schlapp's Point. Under these conditions the dried lake 

beds often grew up in weeds, such as smart weed, pig weed, sedge and” 

wild millet, which when flooded in autumn became prime duck feeding Os 

There were no cattails and little hibiscus since floodinz while 

in bloom will kill both. We thought how lucky we were when the first 

cattails appeared. They were such a pretty decoration and made such 

) fine blinds and muskrat houses. These plants only became a problem 

after our present stabilized water levels had existed for a Gecaée or 

longer.



In spring it was a custom of the railroad section gang to set fire 

a +o our east prairie on e@ cay when there was a brisk south wind so 

our @rea was burned clean as 2 billiard table right up to the series 

of lakes and cGitches extending from Schlapp's to Youne's, Goldie's and 

Phillip's which kept most fires from reaching the Big Timber. These 

frequent fires prevented the growth of trees in our prairie and main— 

tained the sod of native prairie grasses on the ridges. Unfortunate— 

ly we later destroyed our largest prairie area when we decided to con— 

vert it to crops. This program resulted in some cash income in about 

half the years. Some years being too wet to allow a crop to be raised. 

But our unique prairie is now gone probably forever. : 

I have mentioned that the club originally owned an area east of 

our present east boundary. For about a half mile east lay a broad 

prairie ridge that was dry excepting during flood stages. “Then further 

») east lay Eagle Swamp and Eagle Timber. This swamp area ran from the 

railroad on the south, north more than a half mile. On the east and 

on the north of the swamp lay Eagle Timber. This was typical bottom 

land timber excepting for three exceptionelly large cottonwood trees 

which towered well above the surrounding woods.. In the top of the 

northernmost big cottonwood tree a pair of golden eagles had built a 

huge nest. The body of th¢nest was, my father said, es large as a 

wagon bed and I'm sure that was no exaggeration. The area, of course, 

got its name from this nest. The eagles were gone before my day but , 

the nest remained for years. I remember it well and it was visible 

from half a mile off. 

On the north of Hagle Timber lay a narrow dake running from west 

to east named Big Eazle Lake. The entire swamp and lake area made 

d 
gooc duck feeding area and therefore was a favorite hunting ground for 

my dad;
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Muskrat houses were plentiful in much of the marsh and we had a 

Dy family story about a traveler on @ passing passenger train who, on : 

¢ seeing the rat houses surrounded by water, remarked, "Some poor farmer 

has lost his hay crop this year." It was true that neighboring farmers 

often asked permission to cut prairie hay on our ridges, to use as 

winter feed for their cattle. Our Hay Ridge got its name from the 

fact that it was a favorite area for farmers to cut hey. Now it has 

grown up in brush and blackberries and badly needs springs Suitine to 

pring it back to prairie grasses. 

For me a typical waterfowl hunting cay was on a Saturday when we 

were out of school. By the time I was old enough to accompany father 

_my two older brothers had gone east to school ane collese, so. fF went 

plone with father. We arose very early, dressed by geslight, our 

clothes end boots having been leid out the night before. We walkec, 

5) or more or less stumbled our way, in Garkness to the reilroad station 

where we had breakfast. I well remember how fine the hot cakes end 

syrup looked and smelled but Pee yeren't for me. Father was some— 

thing of a Spartan and he felt that a meal that would NSUTLCK 60, Our 

ribs" should consist of things more substantial, such as baked pork 

and beans. Of course, the big baking pans of pork anc beans, 4 

standard item et 10¢ a serving at ell lunch counters, now left over 

from the night before were unheated at 5:00 A.M. so we dined on milk, 

cold pork ané beans, and perhaps a baked apple. The diet must have 

been gooé for us Since we often walked most of the day with only a . 

light mid-day lunch. 

We cauent the local passenger train which made up at Burlington, 

consisting of 2 noisy little steam enzine followed by two or three 

d @oaches. Such Jocal trains radiated out of Burlinsitom carly each 

mornins returning late in the Gay,on every pranca line from town. The 

cars were ligatec by shiny brass kerosene lamps swinging from ceiding
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brackets. Heat came from a pot bellied coal stove and all was super- 

2) aa 
“ vised by a resplencent conductor in shiny blue serge with brass buttons, 

gold braid and with a round military cap, giving him.an air of splendid 

authority; for was he not the master of this noisy conveyance? 

AS we neared our stop at the cluphouse, the concuctor pullec the 

signal coré at the peak of the car to tell the engineer that he shoulda 

Stop to let us off. 

Father preferred to duck hun} Eagle Swamp at the east end of our 

grounds to hunting the Crystal Main Lake area so we usually got off at 

Lone Tree Club which was just across the tracks. He also enjoyed 

hunting jacksnipe and for that game the Lone Tree area was superior 

because the -terrain there was just right for snipe, consisting of 

hundreds of acres of swamp grazed by cattle which thinned the cover 

“) enough to be ideal for snipe. To my mind jack snipe are the most 

Gelectable of all game birds. Mhe birds were dressed leaving the neck 

ane head atteched and the hazelnut sized morsel of brain is a tasty bit. 

We detrained in utter darkness on the elevated right of way. As 

the train departed, the taillights of the back platform gredcuelly, 

Giminished in size as they grew more distant. The weather was often 

cold and windy which augered well for a good day's hunt. Father would 

note the wind direction end make his decision as to where to hunt thet 

cay. Then we started off down the steep embankment to the ecse of the 

swamp and in the darkness we sometimes heard ducks calling aheac of us! 

or heard the whistle of passing wings above our heads. We neeced no 

boat in Hagle since boots were sufficient for the usual depth of the 

VAUET 
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Father used no decoys exceowl guecks he had bagged which he misht 

‘ set out if he wes preparing’ for a period 6f pass shooting. Neither 

” gic he use atcallers Hel cid urgelmetol try to Dearn. to cali Yue 

seldom killea move than’a dozen or fifteen’ ducks a day althoush the 

legal limit,selcom enforced, was set at about forty or fifty birés. 

There were no permanent or established blinds in Eagle Swamp. So 

Gec's shooting stand was wherever he felt the ducks might pass within 

shotgun range. He seldom took long shots since he recognizeé that his 

choke bored sixteen gauge gun had an effective range not to exceed 

forty-five yards. He was very proud of his L. C. Smith double barrel 

for which he had a set of twenty-eight inch choked barrels and also a 

set of twenty-six inch open quail barrels.. I still hunt with this 

same gun, now well over seventy years old and still in near perfect 

condition. 

“) His blind for the cay was very simple. Usually he kicked a foot 

hold in the edge of a full sized muskrat house so he could heave 2 

firm base to stand upon. He selected the up wind side of the rat house 

for most chances would be coming wp wind. Then he gathered an armful 

of rushes which he stuck into the top of the rat house and by Leaning 

forward with elbows on the house he had enoush concealment to allow 

the bircs to come into range before they sew him. In fact he tricé to 

get in his first shot before tne ducks flaired. This made the shot a 

bit more cdeadly. The blind offered no protection from bad weather. 

There being only room for one person in such a blind, I usually 

watched from the edge of nearby brushy cover and could sometimes enjoy 

the warmth of a tiny fire Curing the early morning hunt. 

i When the morning flight slowed up Gaé joined me ané we often did 

J some jump shootings or perhaps mace a sneak cn a puddle where father
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zy had observed mallards alighting earlier in the day. Usually we were 

' near enough to Eagle Timber that we could try an hour or so of 

squirrel hunting, before or after eating our lunch.’ When ZI became 

big enough to shoulder a shotgun he turned the squirrel hunting over 

to. me, keeping a watchful eye on my manner of hanéling the gun to be 

sure I was taking proper safety precautions. His primary rule was 

"Never allow the gun to point et any object you do not want to kill." 

Loaded or not, we must observe this rule. It took precedence over 

the reliance on a safety catch. 

Cur duck hunting was usuelly ccnfined largely to the pursuit of 

what we called "using ducks". This means birds that have temporarily 

ceased their migration, having founc an area where they could subsist 

comfortably. Meaning food of acceptable quality and quantity plus rest- 

‘) ing areas where they felt reasonably safe from precation by both man 

and beast. 

There.were, of; course, big«days: when): the flight included ai veritable 

procession of large flocks of travelers. Usually auite high in the sky 

and hardly a prospect for a hunter in 2 swamp area without open water 

anc without a spread of decoys. But the number of birds migrating was 

impressive. Flock after flock, following each other in a never endins 

stream, sometimes all through the day. Here and: there flocks’ of big 

geese, or double-crested cormorants, which we called loons, joined the 

procession and I looked longingly at the geese in hopes that someday : 

we might get a chance to beg one. 

Going on with my story of a typical boyhood duck hunt with father, 

the most productive part of the day's hunt was usually:the forenoon. 

J Afternoon might be spent in leisurely pursuits such as squirrel hunt— 

ing with perhaps a bit of jump shooting if conditions favorec. Often
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we spent hours wandering through the woods or marsh just observing 

= what was abovt us. 

Perhars.we found signs-of.a-recent nisht time raccoon hunt where 

hunters had made a campfire while they sought means of bringing their 

quarry to the ground where the cogs could kill the critter. he 

hunters would, at times, cut and lean a-climbeble sapling egeinst a 

large tree so the climber could reach the limbs and eventually club 

the raccoon,offhis hiceaway. There were no electric flashlishts, to 

assist the hunter to snoot down his game. 

Other times I.reecall -father pointing ,out-a-probable;mink cen; in 

_ a hollow willow. Here we would find bits of the remains of animals or 

‘birds on which the mink had dined. 

Anes Cf eourse;* there*were taevever present raccoon seats full 

of purple grape stain or bits of bleached shell from crayfish he had 

>) eaten. 

Toward evening father might try for a late chance at mallards if 

the flight was promising. But he was careful to stop duck shooting 

early enough that he had good visibility to enable him to recover eny 

bird that fell to his gun. 

Before dark we were usually at the clubhouse where supper was 

being prepared. And how good those pork chops did smell to my youth— 

ful appetite. Tad registered our kill for the day. Ané we chatted 

with otner hunters. 
‘ 

Then after supper the stewerc hung out his lantern to signal the 

train torsion for passengers. We beerced an a@ hurry when the train 

pulled up with screeching brakes emiting sparks and with escaping steam 

) adding its noise to the general excitement.
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The train ride to the tovm was all too snort and the rumble as 

on) we erossed the big river bridge was the signal we were “nearly back to 

tovm. The noisy exchange of boisterous remarks by farm boys coming 

* for a spree was a bit’ mysterious to me but I could -unaerstanc thet the 

boys seemed excited at the prospect of what was to come. 

At the big station we passed through the bright lights and were 

: soon on South kein Street. walking toward home. The are lights at 

each intersection stretched on for blocks ahead as we trudged along. 

Finally we arrivec at Clay. Street corner and turned up toward home, 

with just one finel uphill block to go. Usually I had asked to be 

permitted to carry our duck Stringer on our walk home, so by this time 

I was really aching with weariness on this final uehill stretch. 

The carbon arc light was behind us as we climbed. As we walked 

up the center of the street our shadows: grew longer and longer before 

) us. Finally the tips of our shadows overtopped the bricks on the hill 

top. end then.I,knew.we.would at,.last reach home, tired but. happy. 

Mother welcomec us home with enthusiasm. Our bag was exhibited 

spread on the living room rug in front of the grate fire and examined 

with appropriate exclamations of eppreciation of the beauty of each 

bird... Which often, led to an explanation of just how and where a bird 

had been killed. As keener of the game strap and chief game carrier, 

I often took pains to smooth and clean the plumege of each bird care-— 

fully to enhance its beauty. j 

There was no such thing as cold storage or freezing geme in ose 

days. so the string was carefully hung in the cool interior of our huge 

barn where there was shade and ventilation and hung high enoush to be 

) well out of reach of our dogs or stray animals.
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‘ Game was always served sparinzly at father's table. No cuck 

_ dinner with, whole mallerés per person leadins to satiatec ciners wao 
} 

Wishec after Ginner that they haé eaten less. Wile game was consicered 

as a special privilese to be appreciated... Therefore, a cuck seryec at 

least two people ané the breast meat was carefully carvec into thin 

slivers by father as he served us. £0 we usually left the table wish- 

ing we could have ha¢ just a bit more of that celizhtful meat. 

Father had stopped spring shooting before my earliest memories. 

What I recall as ¢ays of high cuck pevulaticn, me looked upon with 

the eye of a man who haé been a hunter since boynood in the 1&€0's who 

had observee a great Cecline in cuck sopulation anc realized that we 

had better reduce our kill or inevitably we woulc. lose our sport. 

These things he observec anc recognized over 70 years ago, while many 

of us even, today, co not admit that tae bitter. enc with near cuckless 

)acies is coming ever closer ané closer! . 

Pather cieé in 1914 having brouscct.up, three, boys,witn a love for 

things wild ané natural, and although we were all hunters, we recognizec 

that temperance must be a part of continued enjoyment of nature's bounty. 

-He also taught us to observe what went on.in the wild worle anc. to try 

to uncerstand the meaninz of what we could see in nature. Ernest 

Thompson Seton callec this faculty o> unéerstancing the clues which are 

available to those who care to interest themselves as the "Ability to 

Read Sign". <A real love of nature is the basis to attain some pro- ‘ 

ficlenoy an false s bala ti, 

Alco expressed his eppreciation of our inheritance from father in 

his ocock "Game Management" publishec in 1933 with the cecication: 

3 To ly fether 

Carl Leopolc 

"“Ploneer in. Seortsmanshir:
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After my father's death, I was no longer elisible to hunt on 

2 Crystal Lace srounts. = ly brother, Carl, meceiven tether’ s (Suare” in 

the club. 1 was busy away at schoci eané college and later’ in the 

army until my return’ in 1919. I finelly became a2 full fledgzec member A 

in 1927,"so" this is my filty-firss year as 2 member. 

But curing the interim 1 often visited the club and heard. much 

of what Was happening throuch my brother, Carl. “I+ did’my cuck hunting 

just south oz the tracks on Neim's Leake within heerinz of Crystal 

Lake suns. 

The drainage Cistrict was estaclished about 1914, the year of 

father's demise. In the agreement setween the Crainage Gistrict and 

the club, the’ club sold to” the district about 1,000 aeres of ground 

including the farm land eastward of Buckbrush to Eagle Swamp and Easle 

timber. The money received was usec to build our present clubhouse and 

) in addition there was a per share cash’ dividend of about $400.00. 

The club, On its»part, agreed <o the buildine of the river levee 

‘separating us from the river channel. But; in return, we received the 

right to two pipes through the levees by means of which we take in 

water from the river. These pipes to be maintainecé at the expense of 

the arainage district. 

the separation of our grounds from the river resulted in much 

less fluctuation of water levels in our area. This stabilization of : 

water levels did away with the annvel phenomenon of flood ané low water 

on which our plent succession had been based. In some ways this was 

gooe and in others it was bad. Bots fishing and hunting were immediate-— 

ly affected. The balance of affect was probably adverse to both sports 

2 but the convenience of nearly constant water levels had its advantages.
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In the early 1920's five,artesian wells were drilled over a period 

% of several years. These wells were vaic for by special subscription by 

the huntinz members who wanted more water in cry yeers when the river 

pipes failed to provide enough wate> for good hunting conditions. 

These wells reached the Saint Peters acquifer from which there was 

enouzh water pressure to provide a fine flow of water. Each new well 

flowed et the rate of around 300 gallons per minute. . The wells are 

still there but no longer flow naturally due to the crilling of many 

new wells in Burlington in connection with eir conditioning projects 

This. reduced. the pressure of the poe ee aad weter te. ble. 

Wells were located at Young's Lake, Flat Foot, Philips, Rest Lake 

and at the clubhouse. The well at the house was connected to a small 

turbine which at one time generated electricity to help charge the 

y storage batteries supplying our house lighting system until. the late 

1930's when we got 2 power line. ; 

; Each well. was equipped.with a shut-off velve.so the flow could 

be controlled. The old valves and casings are now rusted out end have 

all but disappeared. The house well spilled.into a concrete basin ané 

the flow could be diverted from the Main Lake to either Black Jack Leake 

or the small-pond behind the kitchen. In winter each well provided an 

open air hole which often ettracted late mallards when ice covered the 

lakes. 

The Rest Leake was impounded to form a new shallow lake of about ' 

four acres in extent in our east prairie. A levee across the north 

end of this leke held back the water. 

About the time I became President, hunting was prohibited in 

2 Rest Lake and I recall putting up boundary signs to mark where hunting 

should stop.
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For ell the earlier years of the club there hac been poaching 

7 poth by hunters’ end trappers.” > Teontracted with’ Bild Spete@el ,. our 

neighbor, to give him exclusive tranpins rights; in return he patrolled 

the grounés and Lived in a tent eat Nest Lake Guring cuck Season to 

ei protectar From hunting. 

Speidel also plowed and planted eight or more upland birdé feed 

patches each year while I was president. These feed patches held covies 

of quail and a few pheasants annually. All at no cash expense to the 

clus. 

' Large numbers of ducks were attracted by the protection at Rest 

Lake. We instructed Speicel to flush out the ducks at mid-morning and 

agein mid-afternoon, beating a dish pan with a club to do the job. He 

kept beating until the’ flocks had dispersed. 

y Meantime the hunters with decoys got considerable action at 

their blinds. Gradually the ducks would return to’Xest Lake ane half 

a Gay later’ were flushed again. ~- 

In spring anc summer the Rest Lake well was shut off so the area 

dried out and grew tremendous crops of smart weed he other cuck 

attracting weeds. This was the only feed to attract the ducks and 

was entirely legel. 

Several thousanG ducks took edvantage of our protection and due 

to the open water at the well sometimes spent the winter there. : 

In the late thirties rest Lake wes opened to shooting and ceased ' 

to function as asplace®to hold migrating Cucks in our grounds. A 

courle of days shooting burned the ducks out. So we no longer had any 

attraction to hold misratins birds in our erea where they furnished 

J shooting to our members. : 

At about the same time that our artesian wells were Grilled, a 

new interior levee was built Civicing our upper srounds from the Main 

Leke region. The oriszinal PUYEeSE OF hhe Vewen ke
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hole a hicher water stage in the upper area. The source of water was 

a the artesian wells at Youns’S; Filet Poot anc Philips plus any water we 

could take from the river in favoretle high river years through our 

Villow, Lae pipe. 

This project workeé out well for nearly two Cecaces. Golcie's 

Lake bliné was for years the first choice ¢€raw. Turing most of whege 

years the upper grounds. were Griec out in early summer by closana tne 

wells, which were opened again in early autumn. in a good year On 

high water the timber from Young's to Flat Foot ané on to Willow was 

knee deep in water in the fall. likewise the erea on each sice of lay 

Pidge end south of Philip's and Golcie's was floodec all the way back 

tO Suck: Brush, 

I well recall one spring when Buck Brush had grown up with 

cockleburs the previows summer. When the burs were floocec they : 

) softened up ané started to sprout and the mallards flocked in to eat 

them. 

Getting back to the levyes built in tne twenties, it required 

..- repairs each year to close the leeks causedby,muskrat tunneling. : 

: This work was sometimes cone by hané with a wheelbarrow and shovel in. 

' late summer of early fall. i : on 

The source of the Girt to build the levee originally was several 

"Sorrow tits" at each end of the levee anc in Youns's islanc. 

Lirt wacons, plus horse drawn slip shovels, proviced the dirt. 

She wagons were then loaéed by hand by men with shovels. In the , 

thirties I often hired “Shorty Dalton" anc his son of Culfport with 

their team and wagon for levee rerasirs. The trip back to Gulfport 

was too time consuming anc the two men often spent the night in the 

2 timber. They usually, esked permission to set five to a cecayes log 

which provided an overnight smoke screen to help protect them fror 

mosquitoes. ‘
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The boy was very susceptible to poison ivy and the poor lad would 

>») break out all over his body but he went right on working Cespite his 

Giscomfort. 

- With the continuous decline in Guck population you can understend 

why I feel we must Crastically limit our annual kill or face a complete 

closure of waterfowl hunting in the near future. The first constructive 

step could well be made by cutting the open season to half the present 

epproximately fifty cays. This would give every hunter a chance to bas 

a few cucks and still reduce the kill. Thereby sending more potential 

breeders back to the nesting areas where presently there are too few 

ducks nesting because we just con't have enough breecing birés to use 

the available nesting grounds. 

The drought, which we are now experiencing in our region, has 

‘extended northward through central Canada, so unless Canada receives 

extra heavy reins this spring, nesting conditions will be very baé for 

the first time in a decade. In that case, our very limited populetion 

of brood stock may fail to produce a.zood crop of young in 1977. Then 

our kill next autwan will further reduce our brood stock for POO ver on 

she probability of a sudden and drastic drop in @uck population in thet 

year. 

The bombardment of the ducks commences in September or early 

October in Canaca and progresses with the migration southware continu 

ing on throush January making e four month period during which the cucks 

are subject to continuous huntins. Refuses are usually surroundeé boy 

hunting blincs so that the name refuze is far from realistic. Most so 

callec refuges co not offer enough foce for the ducks and geese using 

a so the birds must seek food off the yeruce, ane in doine so they 

run the gauntlet of blinés and guns which surround then.



One frequently hears. the commen that.e. closec. season would c 

| camnice thet huntine-¢lups,. oth. privess; end, public, enc, further, 2 

closure woulé adversely affect the imcustries anc retailens who sell 

" to tne hunter. But in the ions run the protection of the waterfowl " 
~ 

resource, from overki ld -shoulc, be the srimany objective of tthe: Kish .& 

Wil Cla fey Service. 

Getting: back, to.<the,moutines.of Crystel Lake, hunting, in, the, Jater 

twenvuies and ithe. years, of, the thantics,, the limit,-as.1 reeall.it, at 

that perioc was as high as fifteen cucxs per éay of any Species except— 

ing wood ducks which were completely protected by law, both Federal ané 

State. 

Live decoys. were legal curing mest of. this period. and on the big 

river some of the best blinds set out a hundrec or more live decoys 

plus @. multitude of blocks. In many instances the quarry. was permitted ) 
~ to alight ane then swim into close renze, then the battery of automatic 

weepons in the hancs of as many as six hunters openec up with cevasta— 

ting effect. The live decoys were rigged on lines raéiating from the 

blinc so the wild birds could be shot between lines without damaze to 

the cecoys. It was: not uncommon for 2 sizable flock of 15 or 20 ducks. 

to be completely wiped out before they could escape. The carnaze was 

a-ugly ano unsportsmanlike procedure. Legal limits were but poorly 

enforced on the river. 

Av our club the custom was more civilized. While the quarry was ‘ 

sometimes permitted to alight they were usually flusheé before the 

shooting began. And many hunters toczx passins shots when available 

rather than waitinz for the birés to settle on the water. 

)
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The number one Craw choice was nearly always Goldie's and next 

AY sone the Run and Mercer's, especially in late season when ice hindereé 

\ access to the urper srounds. 

The live decoys were ‘purchased by the Hunter's Committee ane paic 

for by “the hunters.“ Hach plineewas) ablovwec 24 tive @ecove ,waich: were 

Set Ouy on three raclating lines of eieht birds’ in’ Tront of the blind. 

After the draw, caybreak was at hand anc once or twice in a season 

the full’ moon was setting in the west ene only moments later the red 

bell of the sun arose in ‘the east. 

Putting out the live decoys was a noisy and colorful task. Hach 

bird protested loucly and flapped its wings violently. The-ducks' 

nalls*were dirty and’ very sherp but the job was best’ done with’ bare 

hands so as to ehatpe tHe “Sprine snapper Seto “the pie its wh on “each 

) duels svore ow ats) ery ves. “Butat aepst' the puttime cut “could "be cone 

with ary hands. 

Taking up the decoys ané storins them in their crates was another 

mavter. “AS each’ decoy in’ turn’ was pickee ‘out. of the water iv cangzlec 

froma ts eash ‘ance Just es Pt was lifted “out or the’ Ley water at wes 

apt to splash-a wingful of water.on the-hunter. So in, cold weather 

_ the teke up was a rigorous job and Tinzers were numb end the hunter 

plenty wet and cold or even coated with ice before ne could gon his 

warm linec mittens. 

Some hunters sunplemented the dive decoys with blocks." Vi. 0. ‘ 

winger made Dlocks each winter and some of us enjoyed buying his pro- 

“éuet which was of high quality and considered the best evailable. I 

still have several? pintazl ‘or Sprise cecoys of his manurtacture. ~ The 

J bodies were hollow and mace’ of two slabs of two inch whise pine plus 

tne heeds which were Gowelec on. “Tne first paint ccat was white eed



enc o1l.. The cecorative costs were elsojleac anc o1l paint anc some ny i 

) of my omm blocks, “ow meerly forty ~Sers ol, thougn 2 5bit cull in 

Colom, ane GUlbe Seryiceable. 1 litese thinly Orjmoren plocksamyse ls 

beasec om Hill Mwincer's.peuverns. 
/ 

Tnese “years were before the cerliest use Of movors on the lake. 

The Craw Was hele in the southeast sasement room. Usvally 30 to 45 

minutes before sunrise anc legal huxting time. 

Hunters usually went Out im peirs in each boat. - Decoys, blocks, 

suns anc lunches were all in therr places im each boat before the craw. 

Excepting for Lawrence Paule who usually arrived breathless just in 

. time to pull his marble. I believe we are still using the same marbles 

at Our Craw. _ 2a : Sie : 

The Silent flotilla of boats was strung out up the center of the 

9 Jake Gach One veering Off at the proper point to reach his appointed 

bliné.- Durins the height of the euch flight, birés could be heard 

arising from the lake aheac of the lead boats and a procession of flocks 

filled the air; neard more often than seen for the sky was still very 

dark. When the hunters enjoyed this quiet’ spectacle of wavering flocks 

they coulc.feel sure they were going to have a. good day's shoot. 

in the case of Carl andme we often stayed only for the early 

tiight sinee we had jobs to co anc were usually at our desks by 8:30, 

exceptin= On sunday and holicays when we could stay as lons as we liked. 

Armistice. fay and Election [Tay also were favorites with every duck hunter. 

Wheat are the velues represenvec bye membership in our club? 

Most obvious are values like 

i. “Phe clubhouse end 3¢s 2ecilitises. 

) ; ae NeXt Misnt rank (he privalece of huntin= anc fishine 

et teen some Of US mient Senk the opportunity to swam, 

SE20e Or 20: toatins.
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These and other values acerue to the fortunate owner of a member— 

iy Ship. [tis S180 true thas most 0 tiese opportuni ties ican pe. found 

Sn other areas net too fen, away. 

Then we have other unique assets that are rare today. ‘These stem 

from the Pact that our grounds; includins land, lJales, marsh, woods 

ene prairies remain in a nearly primitive condition, dictle affected 

by the civilization close around us. In our big woods we can enjoy 

solivuce and excepting for an occasional train whistle or passing plane, 

one can imagine he is Daniel soone or an carly trapper or frontiersman. 

yae big trees are untouched by man. Fallen giants long dead are 

decaying in peace, eventually destined to contribute to the richness 

of cur soil. Others still stendines but over ripe offer attraction to 

pileatec woodpeckers. The largest surviving member of that bird family 

anc quite rare today. Their raucus call and extre love hammering are 

9 distinetive. 

in brushy ereas are rare warblers and wrens and many other small 

birds. In the marshes live the herons and esrets with the tree swallows 

and hawks of many kinds. The rails end snipe are seldom seen but in 

season the rails alarm call is everywhere. 

At night barred owls excnhanse their familier challenges elons with 

the horned owl anc the Giminutive screech owl's wavering love call. +. At 

dewn end Cusk the woodecock shows his matins flight ané calls to his 

mocest mace. fucks ané coots nest slong the e¢ses of our sloughs enc, , 

Of course, tae wocc Guck stows His ercreciation of man's .ettors.to-help 

him Teprocuce. 

luskrats, mink, fox, opposum ere raccoons and other smell animals 

J are .evicent eli erounc us ea surnrisim=ly the beaver anc .gne white 

VELLEG Geer have weturned Brter many cececes Gf absence. Al) taese, 

ame Many More, are with us living as they die throucn ineweces before 

the white man came.
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One reason we have t):ese rare tenants on our area to a most un- 

ay vsusl werree, is that there has™pccr Ti vem Chenseodim timer envi ronment. 

Fo nye mane this nd due wilensss 25 26 Of curigrea vest. essevacia a 

Capitol sso tobe -chemisnec anc pvotectec. 

Mie BCCOULerMenNUS Of Civ la vars OmseOuUlG bo 2oplaces Ani10Gs, 

wut Our Waleness once CEestroyec will “mot be recovered: durin cur dames? 

Hhet 2s Wwiy some-em Us-oppdsed) wlleWine Guy. best Draizievareas! to 

gain sn uncertain ancome, “but “ne cows? came am encour’ best preirie 

is no more.’ ° No “one dsnows ‘how Tong at woule texe: to\re-esteblisho tne 

prairi eis* Tocay ‘some men are tryin to-do thati-buv are ‘eng oyinsonly 

Mere na sucecess. 

Portunately we refusec to sell our best forest treesitotlecrers 

a Gecade’ or {vo Giro Paes Cit; however); “sacri fice the mMenchenveblettroecs 

anc pulp “owtside“our Devee necertiv, for money to bulla: a Poedsrpscto 

) our Sie pumy.” Wale a Look “ev the boushy thicket that nes resultec 

from this cuttins.. However, the forest will rerew- itself much more 

rapiciy then our Lost preirie, 

fn argument offered in favor cl harvesting timber was that many 

large oaks hac fallen in a wind storm, anc coulé have been salvaged. 

These’ trees were overrive pin oaks, alvreaty helf dead, and lumber from 

that species of ozk is nearly worthless because the boards in é¢ryine 

splivtand: Gre Tull tor “shaxéwhachc sstrous. “its vaelue.*--The <scllinge welue 

Of pln sls Nore , “evenethe wery Hess of them is close 40 Zero ~?Umimaike 
‘ 

loss of mos Guier varleties of tax. 

Our most Wealuaole commercial Seecies of trees are rst, 

cur Soft maple Pollovec by cottonweoc, Nackberry, ash end miscellancous 

) OtNers Wale proguce dumber ene pulse. 

GPaCims Cont tal esse.s, Suen 2s our yiiderness for money to mecs 

oreteting eipenses 1S. shorisiaqcec Folly in my! judemens.
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Our. wilcerhess.‘canibe afiectec. in) other, ways, then. by. the sale 

ay OF assets’: (vdareferi to proposels to mocerrize the accessibilit. of 

Our wile@eress: it's ebreacy. acceotaole 0 use motorboats anc modern 

trexsportation in Our lake areas, id. wes. tc, less man. to, sive ap my 

oars in my cuck boat but tocay the ol¢ stvle row boats are scarcely 

\)) Obtetne ries 

is€o-oppose; the further extension of;our roads, so. that we oldeters, 

OF curtless e@etive; hunters, ican drive imo eur upper, crouncs....The ; 

out boards, | Li teen. anet here: toustey Dubave can stidd restrict cars 

from, invading our outer areas. . The gratification that,.comes, from, a 

successful hunt is increased in direct proportion to the personal 

effort expended. 

One now anc then hears hunters exchanzing brags about how quickly 

thes, bagge@ their daily limit. For example, the pheasant hunter, 

=) wno kills his three bird limit before he is beyond the first farmer's 

barnverd, has won en empty victory. ‘hile the man who worked herd el] 

cay end kilied his lest bird as the day ended goes home full. of srati- 

fication that he was able by his ow: full effort to attein his bag of 

birds. 

Let us keep the cars out of our upper grounds excepting for work 

projects; that require ‘theig) mse. - The recreational vale of a well 

TAPOUSH: OUD: Dig Gimber ds spoiled ‘by tthe nonk-of -e hor Grownine out 

the matural woot sounds of the wind im the trees end the voices of 
‘ 

tae virds. Semewiin= is lost wien =e pacdcler follows the wake of 4 

passing motor boat. 

Jy
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: LEOPOLD FAMILY ANECDOTES 

I am just back from tea with Marie and Betty on this 

Sunday afternoon, the first Sunday of the new year. I had 

just been telling Betty a little early history and of my 

| young years as a member of the Leopold family, of which I 

have become the oldest male member since my brother Carl's 

death about fifteen years ago. 

| Then I had a talk with Marie, now 93 years old, telling 

her what I had told Betty. As we, i.e. Marie and I, talked 

we both realized that as the oldest of our Leopold generation 

we were the only people who knew considerable history of 

eo our family and that unless what we remembered was in some | 

way recorded there would be no one to pass the word along. | 

Marie, in her aged condition, could hardly write what she 

remembers although she knows considerable family history | 

that I never have known. So here I go to do my bit as a 

| family historian. 

In a rather hazy way, I recall being told that my maternal 

and paternal immigrant grandparents sailed across the Atlantic 

on the same sailing ship in 1844. I have no early informa- 

tion of family movements excepting that grandfather Charles 

Starker first was employed in Buffalo, New York. Then by 

an architectural firm in Chicago. He had been educated as 

, an architect in a German University. 

@ In this capacity his Chicago employer sent him to | 

Burlington, Iowa on an assignment to design and to supervise



| the construction of a residence in Burlington for Iowa's 

@ first governor in 1846. This he did, and since young Starker 

| enjoyed Burlington, a ten year old village, more than life 

in Chicago, he decided to live in Burlington. 

My mother, Clara Starker, remembered the home he created 

for the new governor. But it no longer existed during my 

years. It was located on South Hill, perhaps somewhere near 

| Fifth or Sixth Street and Maple? 

Young Starker found little demand for his architectural 

talents in the new village. So he created a wholesale grocery 

business , which was notably successful from its beginning. 

In the 1860's he retired with what was then considered 

a fortune. After a short time Starker decided he had enough 

@ : of retirement and he created the Iowa State Savings Bank, 

which soon became Burlington's largest bank. He remained 

President and principal stock holder until his death in 1900 

when his Vice President, "Uncle Hagemen", became President. 

The bank continued as the city's biggest bank until 

it failed in 1932 or 1933 as did many banks over the country. 

For years after the bank closed old friends told us that, 

"if Charles Starker or Uncle Hageman had been in charge, 

the bank would still be operating today." 

Charles Starker helped many local businessmen to 

| succeed in their business ventures through his wise use of 

; his perogative of granting credit to young men of ability. 

As a result he was loved and admired by many residents, 

® 2



who had benefited by his favors. 

@ Starker was a public spirited citizen. Crapo Park was 

one of his favorite projects. It was through his efforts 

that the small farmers and arborists who owned the land and | 

who liked Starker agreed to sell their land. Mr. Crapo, 

for whom the park is named, gave substantial financial support 

oe to the park, but he was a firey man, small and red-haired, 

and often disliked by his associates. The landowners would 

not talk to him. 

| | The story goes that Crapo had a wife who was bigger than 

he and who ruled him with a firm hand. Another unconfirmed 

anecdote has it that neighbors saw through his upstairs bedroom 

window that he enjoyed exhibiting and admiring his red, hairy 

® body in front of an upstairs mirror? 

Lake Starker was, of course, named for grandfather. | 

His training as a landscape gardener had an impact on the | 

lay-out and planting of the park area. My mother often spoke | 

of the great amount of time her father spent on developing 

the park project. | | 

Other projects of Charles Starker as an interested citizen | 

relate to Aspen Grove Cemetery where he was a moving spirit. 

He was instrumental in laying out the drives of the original 

cemetery before the acquisition of the old Golf Club area. 

He was privileged to select the lot on which his beautiful 

mausoleum was erected before his death. 

® 3



@ Features of his granite and marble mausoleum are: The 

: base and roof blocks of granite are each made of single slabs : 

| of stone. The roof drainage is through the interior of the 

structure, therefore no streaks from water running down the 

outer walls. A few years ago I had Leyda, Burrus and Metz 

check over to see if any repairs were needed. They sreatly 

admired the structure and its condition after over seventy 

years. They asked if I had any idea of the present cost 

- of such a mausoleum. Of course, I had no idea. I wish now | 

I had asked for their answer to their question. | | | 

Other Starker projects are "The Grand Opera House’. He © 

| was chairman of the building committee. It was a proud structure 

and should have been preserved! Sixty to eighty years ago 

® many top-rated theatricals stopped to perform at our opera 

house. I have in my effects a silken program of the first 

| performance at the opening of the building, on January 6th, 

1882, starring Emma Abbott in Fra Diavolo. | 

When Father would take us to see a performance he insisted | 

on sitting in the third box on the right side of the theater. 

If he could not get those seats he might settle for the second 

or the fourth box on the right. | OO 

The Burlington Library is another project of Starker's. 

| His portrait hangs in the main rotunda of the building. He 

was a member and I believe chairman of the building committee. 

I had his portrait cleaned and refreshed about ten years 

ago. His Vice President's portrait also hangs next to 

tf | | 4 | |



_ Starker, Mr. Hageman. 

@ In my own grammar school years, Mother and I regularly 

took a Sunday morning walk up Main Street to Crapo Park during | 

which Mother told me about her dear father's work on the 

Park. 

. Mother was an only surviving child. She had for a time, 

a younger brother, Arthur, who died as a young man, unmarried, 

in his twenties. Arthur never had a serious job or occupa- 

tion. He preferred to travel in Europr or otherwise amuse — 

himself. His portrait as a young dandy hung at the foot 

of the stairs at 101 Clay. Carl's daughter Anita has Arthur's 

| portrait. She believes the portrait was Charles Starker, 

but not so. - | | 

© In the old Leopold and Von Ende cemetery lot at Aspen 

| Grove are five very small markers in a row, one for each 

of the Starker babies who died in their second summers, of 

stomach complaint. This was coincident with the end of their : 

nursing feeding. In those years, the 1850s, there were neither 

refrigeration nor screens to control flies or mosquitos and 

to preserve fresh food. — | 

So Mother Clara was a much pampered pet and darling 

of her parents in their older age. She was sent to Boston 

to "study" piano and other young lady social graces. She 

dressed in the latest modes and went to Chicago to enjoy | 

a week of Grand Opera each winter. While in Chicago I believe 

she stayed at the city's top hotel. The Auditorium or the 

@



_ Auditorium Annex. Later when Marie, my sister, grew up she | 

@ | accompanied my mother on this Chicago excursion. The two 

women also bought their annual wardrobes in Chicago at the 

top exclusive stores. In fact, I recall Mother buying clothes 

for me in Chicago as a young school boy. My, how I did hate 

wearing those clothes, because they were different than those 

| worn by my schoolmates. Things like sailor suits with broad | 

; flopping collars in back. And anchors embroidered under 

the breast pocket! Also knickerbocker pants like no one 

| else wore! Don't forget the bangs on my haircut. | 

My wealthy grandparents died within a few months of 

each other in 1900. I especially remember Grandfather Starker's 

funeral. The whole house was crowded with guests, and there 

@ was, of course, a very solemn air. I was at the head of | 

the staircase with my Mother. I, being five years old and 

very fond of my. grandfather. ‘He often gave me a diluted — 

sip of his red wine when I sat next to him at the supper 

table. - | 

He also entertained me by making pencil sketches of 

squirrels and birds. The tails of his squirrels really seemed 

to jerk or bounce as though alive. | | | | 

| Soon after the grandparents death our family moved into 

the big house at 101 Clay. Marie and I slept in the big 

front bedroom, the boys in the north room and Mother and 

Father in the center room. : 

The only bathroom was at the rear end of the hall. 
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—_ To go there at night required careful treading to avoid setting 

@ off the burglar alarm which was hidden under the hallway rug. 

Our house next door was soon rented to the Joseph Gafford © 

family, the parents, two daughters and a son of about my 

| age. 

Going back to record what little I know of the Leopold | 

| side of my progenitors. In some way they became residents | 

of Liberty, Missouri in the 1950s and a bit earlier. My earliest | 

-gtory of them concerns the attempt of Grandfather Leopold 

to cross the plains in 1849 or 1850 along with associates | 

driving a flock of sheep which they hoped to sell to the | 

| gold miners in California. a | a 

The project was ill-fated from the start. Grandfather | 

@ lost his hat in the Platte river crossing. It was later | 

found and contained his ‘name. So it was thought for a time 7 

| that he had drowned. How soon his family heard of his safety | 

I do not know. | - 

The plains contained just too many obstacles. One story 

Father told us was of the occasion when the member of the | 

expedition who was posted as night guard discovered at the 

end of his watch an Indian arrow inpaled in the water barrel 

| beside which he had been sitting on watch during a thunder 

and lightning storm. 

The Indians harassed the expedition in many ways. Soon 

| they got the idea that without dogs the men had no control 

: of the sheep. So they managed to kill the dogs and the expe- 

@



| dition became a failure. I never had any word as to how 

@ | far they had progressed, but it must have been well along 

| since Grandfather continued on to California. Whether or 

not he wrote home in the interim I do not know. At any rate, 

| he returned home via ship to Panama and thence across the 

isthmus to the Caribbean and New Orleans. Thence, up the | 

river to St. Louis and finally to Independence and Liberty, 

Missouri. An absence I believe of nearly two years. But 

his wife was still awaiting him. This trip occurred several - 

years prior to Father's birth. | 

Stories of life in Liberty are few. I am told that 

| there was a black boy whose duty was to wave a large long- 

handled fan with which he kept house flies from alighting - 

6 on the food at the dining table. - oe 

Father Carl A. must have been born about 1857 or 1858. | 

My data on the family is miniscule. One brother named Theodore 

was, I believe, older than Carl. He came in and out of our 

life during my earliest years, like 1903 to 1905. When he | 

appeared he must have been impecunious. Father would give 

: him a job at the Leopold Desk Company. I recall his working _ 

there in the packing department. After a bit he would disappear 

| without a known destination. Perhaps to reappear months 

or years later. | | 

| Then there was Tanta (Aunt) Anna. I believe also older 

than Carl. She never married and when my parents married 

| she soon moved into their household at 101 Clay. | 

@ | Bo |



— I also recall a sister of Father's who lived in Chicago, 

® the wife of Mr. Bechtold, a retail grocer, who had one son, 

Edgar, a year or two older than I. 

There were other Leopold children I have no names for. 

| But my Mother Clara told us of the family group, who loved | 

to gossip of activities of the court circle in Germany. The 

general atmosphere was that they, the Leopolds, were a group 

above their neighbors, too good to socialize with the neigh- © 

bors. They took newspapers from European Capitols which , 

they read to learn what was going on among those whom they 

considered their social equals. The girls never married | 

| except Mrs. Bechtold, nor the boys, if any, as far as I was 

ever told. - | | | 

@ Father's stories of his youth told of his love for hunting. 

| How he wore newspapers inside his shoes to keep his winter 

| | Feet warm. He never spoke of hunting with his father or 

his brothers. There were small streams and lakes where he | 

hunted ducks and geese. The Missouri River seems to have | 

| been too far away. He alsa of course, hunted quail and probably 

| prairie chicken, turkey and passenger pigeon. At the turn 

| | of the century 1900 to 1905 he often told me of how the duck | 

and goose population had diminished since his boyhood. 

A Favorite story concerned an occasion in the 60s when — | 

he and brother Theodore, in a Union uniform, went to a creek 

| nearby. They heard horsemen approaching and hid under a 

| bridge as the horsemen passed. They were outlaws like the 
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a | James Boys or other Bush-whackers who roamed the country | 

@ preying on any helpless citizens and who would kill any uniformed 

stranger who could not defend himself. | 

Another outlaw story concerned the James Boys who held 

| up the local bank and in their customary air of bravado, 

came in shooting their pistols and left town in the same 

manner, to intimidate the people. Carl and his playmates | 

were outdoors playing all during the event. A very exciting 

subject of conversation for weeks to come. | - 

A very small store of anecdotes of Carl's life in Liberty. 

One other episode concerns Carl who a generation later, | 

- told me he'ruined his stomach" as a boy. This might indicate 

his parents may have operated a small store or confectionary. 

© Father indicated he over-indulged in candy or sweets. He 

cured his own illness by a diet of milk and plain food for | 

| a time sufficient to allow his stomach to recover its equilibrium. 

As I recall, he had a healthy body and abdomen. His legs 

were good. He enjoyed and became a good golfer, a charter 

member of Burlington Golf Club. He won several trophies | 

of which I have one. | | 

He was an ardent hunter, especially for quail, ruffed 

grouse, and on opportunity for woodcock. Also, he hunted 

and was an excellent wingshot for water fowl and jacksnipe. 

The limit (legal) for quail as I recall was forty birds 

per day. And for that matter, forty ducks per day. He never 

shot over 15 ducks in a day while I was with him. Then he 
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—. would turn his gun over to me to blaze away and that is how 

6 I killed my first ducks and snipe. He could easily and legally 

have gone on to kill more, but he realized that migratory 

game was in trouble and was being "overkilled". He stopped 

hunting waterfowl in spring a good ten years before the law 

forbade spring shooting. | | | 

In 1902, he and Aldo took a six week bear hunt in Wyoming 

near Yellowstone Park. A buckboard tour of the park was | 

included. They were accompanied by Mr. Grover and son, Mortimer, . 

Aldo's age. They were guided by Mr. Gilbert and his son. 

Mr. Grover kept a journal of which I have a copy. He reports | | 

| they were encountering snow on most of their travels. | | 

Mr. Grover killed a black bear. Father and Aldo killed 

@ “several deer for camp meat. No elk were seen. That was | 

| Mr. Grover's real objective - to bag an elk. | 

/ They shot blue grouse for camp meat and they found the 

| older grouse very tough eating even after par boiling. 

| We enjoyed the tanned deer hides. One hung on the living 

room wall at Les Cheneaux. The other was used under Tanta 

Anna's bedsheets to relieve her of bed sores while she was 

dying of rheumatism in old Mercy Hospital. | 

The guide, Mr. Gilbert, was a poor camp cook, especially 

his bread was usually only half baked. If he tried to break 

a loaf it would stretch and stretch. "Ust the vey we like : 

it", he would say. 
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- Carl A. Leopold spent his early years in Liberty. His 

@ formal schooling, so far as I can guess, consisted of grammar 

school grades in public school. | 

He saw little opportunity in Liberty, Missouri and as | 

quite a young man moved to Burlington where his relative 

(Uncle Charles Starker) lived and since his uncle was a well- 

, | to-do man, he, I am sure, offered to help Carl. Soon after 

his arrival in Burlington he attended Business School. Probably 

Elliot's Business College. Here he learned something of | — 

business procedures. . 

.He soon found employment with McCosh Iron and Steel 

Company as a salesman. | | | 

| His sales territory lay in Nebraska and Kansas where 

) in the latter 70s or early 80s, the buffalos had only just 

been killed off. Farms were being established. This made | 

| one of Carl's products, namely, barbed wire, in great demand. 

This was a new product, only recently invented. _ 

He reached his territory by train, but did most of his 

| traveling to the small villages via buckboard or other horse- 

| drawn conveyances. His customers were the village general 

stores or hardware stores. , | 

He made good sales and enjoyed his work. Partly because 

he could take time off to enjoy hunting waterfowl, which | 

| were abundant on the small streams and larger rivers like 

the Platte. The uplands also offer top-notch hunting for 

prairie chickens. These were usually hunted using horse- 

@ | 
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@ | drawn buggies to get to the birds. He may have had or formed 

| local friendships so he had hunting dogs available. 

He had another specialty product in his sales kit. Namely, 

roller skates. This sport was growing country-wide at the 

time. He would sell an order of skates with the stipulation 

that when the new skating rink was ready and the skates had _ 

arrived, he agreed to put on a demonstration at the opening 

celebration. Carl was an expert on roller skates and continued 

skating on through his lifetime. 7 . 7 | 

Well, when Carl had finished his fancy skating exhibition, 

. the local young people, mostly young men, put on their skates 

and away they went. The first "straight-away" was exhilerating, 

but the damage occurred when the speedsters tried to make 

@ the first turn. Carl said the damage was horrendous! The | 

skate marks on the wall reached shoulder height and the bruised 

skaters were filled with misery from missing skin and torn | | 

trousers, but in the end, all had a good time! | 

Mother and Dad were married while he was employed on 

this sales job. Their wedding trip took them to New Orleans | 

in February, I believe. They enjoyed the unusual seafood | 

and other delicassies available there. I recall one of Mother's © 

favorite cookbooks was one she purchased on the trip. Many 

delightful French recipes. She became an excellent cook. 

Serving many old family dishes she learned from older relatives, 

both German and French. Some were unusual and now seldom 

| heard of. Like Calves Head. This was a boiled meal. A 
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— whole head of calf, served on a platter, split in two length- 

e wise, complete except the eyes were omitted. An extra calf's 

brain and tongue were served. Then, there were noodles with 

gravy and brown fried bread crumbs sprinkled over all. Side 

items like cranberry sauce and other goodies made up the 

balance. We usually had this entrancing meal only on special 

occasions, but several times a year. | 

| Another specialty of Mother's kitchen was her Christmas 

.cakes. These were dainty and especially tasty. Some of - 

my favorites were hickory nut cakes, walnut cakes, cinnamon 

stars, Belgrade Bread and numerous others. They were served | 

| to us around Christmas on a tray containing a full assortment. 

Our Christmas followed the German custom of hanging | 

© our stockings on the foot of our beds on the evening of December ~ 

23rd. This put us a full day ahead of our neighborhood friends. 

| The main celebration was on the eve - the 2hth. We younger 

ones were not allowed in the room where the tree would appear. 

: At the end of supper we often heard a scattered few 

notes of a little horn and sleigh bells. This represented 

| Santa and his sleigh leaving our house, where he had left 

a tree and presents. | 

So we little ones lined up at the closed sliding door. 

A family pianist - Mother - played Tannen Baum and the door 

opened to show the beautiful candle-lighted tree. Real candles. 

Our presents in sorted groups on various chairs and tables 

around the room. As we entered, we all sang the words - 

® a 
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@ | the youngest leading the way. | | 

| In the big house were many mirrors, each of which reflected 

the lighted tree candles. The ceilings then were two feet 

higher than now and the tree nearly reached up there. At 

the top was a white star with trailing tail glistening in 

| the candle lights. The room lights were turned off, making 

, _ the tree more dazzling. | | | 

oq i — 
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This chapter is largely of my imagining. Carl, as a 

salesman, was by force gone most of the time in his territory, 

| leaving Mother alone and soon with her three first children, 

| all living in one room of the big house. The grandparents | 

used the front bedroom, and Tanta Anna in the north room. 

Mother missed her husband. So I can see her broaching a 

the subject with her indulgent father. "Father, don't you _ 

think it would be nice if Carl had a job in Burlington so 

he would remain at home?" He saw the point, so about 1886 

or 1888 he, with one of the wealthy lumber Rands purchased 

the Northwestern Furniture Company of Burlington and put 

- Carl Leopold in charge as Chief Executive! This, then, became | 

®@ the Rand and Leopold Desk Company. : : | 7 

Recently, I have given the Library of Towa University 

about all the old records which I had of the Company. Including 

catalogues and records of many kinds. Especially annual | 

reports and financial data. | 

| In the early years of the new company, they must have | 

made a profit, since Carl found when he took over the management 

on father's death in 1914 that the company had grown in financial 

Stature during earlier years. 

But, I can well recall in period of 1903 to 1912 that 

there were losses, not profits, in those years. My older 

sister and brothers were all in the east attending expensive



2 preparatory schools and universities. To pay this expense, 

e Father was forced to sell real estate left to Mother by her 

| father. Also, dear Mother wanted her house improved by putting | 

living quarters on the third floor, lowering the downstairs | 

ceilings, adding the den for father's desk and the front 

porch built plus the new greenhouse. All substantial expendi- 

tures. And all being paid for by the sale of her capital 

| : assets. - | 

As she said later, after she had learned to live on | 

a much shrunken income, that she had no idea of how the sale 

of assets would affect her income. Her principal remaining | 

income was from her holdings of stock in the Iowa State Savings 

Bank. Later, thanks to the good advice of her son-in-law, | 

@ Robert Lord, she sold most of her bank stock. The Bank failed _ 

in 1932 and she paid an ‘assessment on her remaining stock, | | 

| in addition to forfeiting her stock. The bank depositers oe 

| in the end were paid their deposits in full. | 

Getting back to the Desk Company affairs. In those 

"old days", many businesses figured their annual or periodic S 

| profit or loss just once a year. As of January first, an | 

annual physical inventory was taken and eventually figured 

and that provided the answer to the question of loss or profit 

and the amount thereof. Presently, most businessmen get | 

this answer at least monthly or perhaps even daily! | 

So, there would come an evening when Father arrived 

home later than usual and Mother could read his depression / 
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—_s in his face. She would say something like, "Well, Carl, 

@ how did the business do last year'', and Dad would shake his 

head, and since I was there, he didn't answer. But, she 

got the message and so did I. Another year with no profit | 

| and no dividends. | 

| I have no idea what kind of salary Dad drew or even 

if he was paid a salary. But, I can remember occasions when 

he asked his treasurer for a specific amount of pocket cash, 

which he was given. . 

The Rand interest in the Company had been bought out 

in, I believe 1899 or 1900 and the Company became "The Leopold 

. Desk Company" which title continued until 1937 when it was | 

rechartered as the "Leopold Company". | 
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@ | FATHER AS A HUNTER (SPORTSMANSHIP) - 

As Aldo prefaced in his book "Game Management", Father - 

was a real pioneer in sportsmanship. This exhibited itself = 

in many diverse ways. I'll try to describe some of his ideals 

| which were way ahead of their times. | | | 

| Basically, all were based on what today would be called | 

ethical concepts. Some of his principles are today recognized / 

as good sportsmanship, some are still too advanced for broad a 

acceptance and practice. | 

In general, the things he advocated and practiced were 

| based on the idea of protecting the game which was being | 

| pursued so as to assure a continuation of the sport involved. | 

a He knew intuitively that without such protection or considera- 

@ tion for the game itself the sport would be self-destructive. 

- He realized that the sportsman must learn to derive | 

his enjoyment not from the volume of the dead bodies of the 

| quarry but rather from the manner in which the hunter pursued 

| and bagged his game. ; a na | / 

| This idea led naturally to the elimination of waste | 

of the quarry. Dad diligently followed this precept in many 

ways. He always hunted with dogs so as to be sure to recover 

all birds which might be crippled. He seldom gave up the 

pursuit of a probable cripple until all reasonable effort 

had been expended. 

He never started shooting in early morning until actual 
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@ sun up. And likewise, in the evening he unloaded his guns | | 

. at sunset to resist trying a late shot. 

He always used a double barrelled gun so if he had a | | 

cripple on the first shot he could try again. He never used 

a pump gun nor an automatic gun because that represented 

excessive killing power and tended to tempt the hunter to | 

shoot after the game was out of range. He tried to Limit 

his range to forty yards with his L. C. Smith sixteen gauge 

double gun, which I still proudly own. His prior gun was | - 

a LaFever sixteen gauge double which he gave to Aldo when | 

. he settled in Arizona. 

Father had his own bag limits and also he stopped spring 

hunting for migratory waterfowl at least fifteen years before | 

@ such hunting became illegal. Because he personally had observed 

the diminution in waterfowl numbers since he began hunting 

| fifty years earlier. He saw the game supply rapidly and | | 

progressively decreasing. | | | 

I recall in the early years of this century the first 

legal waterfowl bag limits were set at forty birds per day. 

| He bitterly opposed the legal sale of game. This was | 

practiced all over the country and was probably the factor 

which destroyed the passenger pigeon and contributed to the 

reduction in both species of prairie chicken. Waterfowl 

also suffered greatly from this commercial practice. | 

In my younger days, certain customary modes of speech | 

expressed the general public's concept of bag limits. Such 

eo ) 
| - 20 a



@ expressions as "a boat load of ducks" were frequently heard. 

| The expression "game hog" was also sometimes heard. | 

Dad often took us to the woods or to the outdoors at | 

| every season, just to show us what the wildlife of all kinds 

| were doing. In late winter, we went without a gun sometimes 

| carrying an axe. He would open.-up a decaying hollow log | 

to show us the life dwelling inside such as mice or large | 

insects. ‘If we came to a certain type of old tree snag he 

| would point out the signs that showed it to be occupied by | 

| mink. This deduced from the carcass remains scattered nearby. 

| He might show us where a mink had dug into a muskrat 

house to kill himself a muskrat for dinner. | | 

He pointed out the old raccoon droppings which might a 

© be identified by the content of wild grape seeds and skins oe 

or of the bleached shell of crayfish he had eaten. | | i 

We did not need to kill game to have an exciting afternoon 

in the swamp or the field. | | | | | | 

| When we would occasionally find where raccoon hunters Los 

had treed a raccoon, we would see these signs. First, the 

| hunters had built a fire to keep themselves warm and to reflect 

in the eyes of the raccoon. There were no flashlights then. 

Next, when Mr. Raccoon had been definitely located, if the 

tree was too large to climb and limbs were too high to reach, | 

| the hunters cut a sapling of suitable size to lay against | 

the trunk and enable the climber to reach the first limbs. 

Oo Then a young hunter climbed up carrying a club to knock 
@ | | | 

. | 21 |



@ the raccoon down to where the waiting dogs could get at him | 

| and make the final kill. | 

In later years, raccoon hunters did not need to climb | 

a tree. Their flashlights reflected the eyes of the raccoon 

and a rifle shot aimed in the flashlight beam, brought down 

| the quarry. | 

© a 
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® , LES CHENEAUX CLUB SUMMERS 

| | At the end of each summer vacation, we youngsters started 

| counting months, then weeks, and finally days to the time 

when our next vacation at Les Cheneaux would begin. | 

| Our family group had enjoyed the "Club" for years. Begin- 

ning in the early 1890's when the Starker grandparents found — 

| the place and took the Leopolds along in order to get Mother 

| relief from her hay fever. | | 

| Our first cottage there was known as the Brandon Cottage, | 

but Grandfather soon bought the little Dupont Cottage and 

several adjoining lots. This little two-story cottage was 

very simple. The outer walls were a single layer of weather 

Ce | boarding. The interior painted a moss green. One bath and © 

eS an upstairs sink and faucet where we young ones brushed our | 

hair, washed and toothbrushed. | 7 

: There were four small upstairs bedrooms and two more > 

| downstairs. These were used by our parents and Marie. | 

| A pleasant living room with big fireplace and a competent 

dining room. Mother later added a sun parlor with a good 

| view of the bay in front of us. | | | oe | 

The Clubhouse aspect consisted of a rather large two- ~ 

7 and-a-half story building with rooms for guests and a dining 

room and small dance room all surrounded by a broad two- 

story porch. Here was the social center for guests and cottagers 

| as well. There was music for dancing six nights a week in 

_ | the smaller social room and the older folks sat around in



ee. rocking chairs and watched us dance. | oo 

® Then, there was the nine-hole golf course across the 

, channel about three-fourths of a mile away. All of us, excep- | 

ting Aldo, played lots of gold. Father was our best golfer , 

and played many serious matches for titles with other members 

and their sons. : Oo 

Getting ready to make the trip. The final result was _ | 

close to a Hegira. Consisting of six Leopolds with two maids 

and at least one dog. 

The maids were apt to be country girls who sometimes 

had never been on a train for an overnight trip or on a large 

| passenger liner for the overnight trip from Chicago to Machinac. 

Mother started packing trunks a good week in advance. _ 

@ We boys were responsible for some of our own packing and 7 

particularly for packing the "hunting trunk". This trunk 

contained our camping gear plus guns, hunting clothes, heavy | 

shoes, and ammunition. It was usually the heaviest of the 

trunks, excepting for Mother's largest trunk. | | 

When the Big Day of Departure finally arrived, Mr. Kietzman 

would appear with his horse-drawn wagon. He was a powerfully 

built red or bronze haired man of great strength. He swung 

each trunk, even the largest, on to his back and shoulders 

) and trod carefully down our long curving staircase with never 

a scratch on the wall or the walnut banister. 

There were as many as seven or eight trunks in all, 

and they filled his broad low wagon bed two deep. Then, 

e 
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6 a there were the golf bags and suitcases. Must have been over 

; a dozen all told. | - 

In the earliest years, we followed Kietzman in our two- 

horse station wagon, driven by our coachman who sat high 

on a special elevated seat. Any overflow had to ride the | 

street car for the short one mile trip to the railroad station. 

The five hour trip to Chicago was exciting and usually - 

involved a meal in the elaborate Dining Car, where we were 

| served in style. | . | : 

Arrival in Chicago at the Old Union Station came too 

soon. The trip across town either to the Michigan Central 

| Rail Station, or to the dock where we boarded the S. S. Manitou 

| was an exciting event. We piled into a horse-drawn coach 

© operated by the Parmallee Company. Seven people plus many 

handbags. One sat facing across a center aisle and the bags © | 

| 7 on the roof had to be counted to be sure all were there. | 

| Dogs were not permitted on this conveyance, so the oldest. 

of the boys had the privilege of walking the dog or dogs 

across town to the point of departure. The dog was leashed, 

of course, and on the way to either destination we came to 

Grant Park where they could comfortably releve themselves. 

| In the later years I was grown up enough to take this walk 

: with the dogs. Crossing State and Wabash were exciting. | 

| If the second stage of the journey was by rail, we had 

usually several hours wait for the train to Mackinaw City 

which left about 6:00 p.m. | 
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= And during this wait Tanta Tilley Bechtold with our 

@ cousin Edgar of about my age, usually came downtown to have 

a visit with our family. She was Father's older sister who 

lived in Chicago. © 

On the train when we awakened in the morning, the terrain 

| had completely changed. We were nearing the north tip of 

lower Michigan. Mostly the land was covered by scrub forest. 

- Generally it had been burned over. Farms were scattered | 

| and fields were small. Many fences were constructed of stumps 

pulled from the earth with roots attached. These were stood 

on edge and were set in tight rows that would prevent cattle | 

| from passing through. The fences had a scary and startled 

look. In making a clearing in the native forest, a farmer o 

® had to "pull" stumps and found they were available as fence 

material. I never saw this type anywhere else. 

| An early breakfast in the dining car and the train a 

pulled right out onto the long steamer dock where the round 

ended Ferry Algoma was usually waiting to take us across a 

the Straits of Machinac to the picturesque Island of 

| Machinac. | 

As one descended the gang plank, a circle of uniformed 

porters announced their respective Hotel's merits in glow- , 

ing terms. Always present was one of the largest black 

men I ever saw. Resplendent in gold braid and blue serge, 

| he called out in stentorian tones "Grand Hotel right here, 

| take your baggage, Sir."' "This fine coach will take you 
® | 
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direct to “Grand Hotel", where you have a view of the 

) Straits and the best accommodations. "Grand Hotel". He 

was very persuasive indeed. | 

| There were many other smaller hostelries, such as the 

John Jacob Aster House, The Island House to name a few. | 

The Island is unique in that no automobile equipment of | 

any kind is permitted. Horses drawing surries or station | 

wagons provided transportation for people. The streets are 

lined with gift and novelty shops to lure the travellers 

and vacationers. Favorite drives were a several hour long 

drive around the islands near the shore line where one could 

: ss observe a cliff studded with white cedars hanging in narrow 

clevises, called Lovers' Leap, then on the north shore "The | 

oe British Landing" where an invading force of British soldiers 

® landed in an attempt to sieze the Island in the War of 1812. | 

_ We usually had no time for these trips, but often climbed 

the steep white crushed stone path which zig-zagged up to | 

the Old Fort which had a commanding view across the Straits 

to Round Island with its red brick light house. | 

| Our final lap of the exciting journey started with the 

red-haired Irish ticket agent, Mr. Doud, who sold father our 

round-trip tickets via Arnold Transportation Company on the, 

dear to our hearts, S. S. Islander which took us the final 

fifteen miles via the Village of Hessel to our dear Les 

| Cheneaux Club where often many old friends greeted us at 

the Big Dock and welcomed us to another fine six weeks of 

- summer vacation. | 
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. The Club groundskeeper, watchman, and general factotum 

@ had been advised of our arrival and had removed the board © 

. shutters from the cottage windows, turned on and checked | 

the water and sewer facilities, laid in a supply of hard 

maple stove wood, slab blocks for the kitchen stove as well 

as long fireplace wood for our living room fireplace. Next. 

he arrived driving the only one-horse delivery wagon pulled | | 

by the well-remembered white horse and carrying our many 

trunks which we helped him distribute to our respective . 

bedrooms. And, by evening of this second day,.we were well 

oe | settled into our regular daily routine for the summer. 

| | | Mother had purchased an initial supply of groceries at 

Davis's Market at Mackinac Island to start us off and the 

a rest of the summer Fenlon's Grocery of Hessel or Hossock's 

e of Cedarville would make daily deliveries by way of their — 

respective launches. . | | 

A typical daily routine for a teenager of my type 

| could begin with a daybreak fishing try for small mouth , | 

| black bass at St. Ledger's Island or at Split Rock. I | 

| had learned how to supply myself with large "shiner" minnows 

which I caught on a small piece of worm on a tiny hook. 

First, one had to locate the school of bait fish, then | 

| catch them one at a time; but they were excellent bass 

| bait. Home in time for breakfast with the family. a 

, Then, perhaps a session of splitting wood for the 

kitchen stove, plus a bit of small wood for kindling. The © 
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Islander arrived on the morning round about 10:30 and I 

}@ often went to "meet the boat". Perhaps a bit of yard work, | 

cutting grass with a sickle or a short sail in the Hyac, our 

borrowed sailboat, or a little maintenance on our canoe Doats of | 

which we had three. | | 

After luncheon, some of us always played either nine or 

eighteen holes of golf on our little rugged course. We tried 

“each day to join the group who went swimming at Saunderson's : 

Dock right after the afternoon Islander at three-thirty. Swims 

were not for long, because the water was pretty chilly. And 

late in the season, after Labor Day, we seldom went swimming. | 

| | By supper we were all on hand with good appetites. If 

fishermen had been lucky, we often had fish, perch, bass, or 

7 northern pike. Occasionally, I would visit Pollack's Creek | 

@ and bring home a few six and seven inch brook trout. A tiny - 

stream. . | | | - 

| Then about seven thirty, we young people gravitated to the 

Club House where we danced until about 9:45 to piano music by 

— Miss Howe, or in later years, by a little musical threesome, 

college boys, who played piano, violin, and guitar or banjo. 

| Between dances, the young people "took a walk around the 

porch'' to cool off or munched marshmallows bought from the 

Clerk who had a little candy counter. 

| I sometimes left the dances to pick up my worm can 

and kerosene lantern to hunt "night crawlers". These are 

huge earth worms which crawl out and expose themselves on



7 the surface when the earth is damp, especially when raining. | 

@ They have their sex life by meeting at the surface in dark- 

| ness and can easily be caught if so engaged, but are hard to 

catch if only partially out of their hole. Beginners are | 

always amazed at the lightening quickness with which the worms 

can retreat into their holes if they remain partially in | 

their holes. _ | | | 

oe Most of the Club member's departed by Labor Day and the 

Club House closed about that time, but we Leopolds and a few | 

hardy families who kept house and provided their own fare 

stayed on another three weeks and caught the final "Hayfever 

| Special Sleeping Car" on about September 26th to Chicago. 

We enjoyed this autumn period especially since we had 

os, the golf course pretty much to ourselves. We played a lot, | 

® sailed a lot and went camping eastward out on the wild shore 

of Lake Huron. The thirty mile shore line from our island 

toward Detour Light House was almost entirely wilderness. 

We school boys canoed along the shore where we camped | 

a few days each year. We lived on ruffed grouse, black oe 

ducks, trout and wild raspberries. Tramping the old logger 

: sled roads back inland. We made our beds of balsam tips and 

listened to the summer loons call at night. 7 

We had to return in time to leave for college or prep . 

school opening dates. But we always left with our hearts 

full of happiness for the wonderful weeks at Les Cheneaux. 

I can still sit by my great fire in retirement and relive many 

@ well-remembered events that we enjoyed there as a family and as _ 

individuals. . | 
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; A TYPICAL CAMPING TRIP WITH CARL 

e We prepared our bedrolls, cooking utensils, dishes, 

equipment and food supplies at least a day in advance of 

| departure. We had read of "traveling light" and tried to 

simulate that regime although we had no need to portage on 

| | the trip along Lake Huron shore. | | | | 

| We always got an early start--before the rest of the 

family were awake or at least not yet out of bed. Our lovely 

‘little sixteen foot canoe, purchased for Aldo years before, a 

when he dreamed of going north through the wilderness to 

James Bay at the south end of Hudson's Bay. He also had pur- 

chased fancy oiled silk food bags which fitted into water-proof 

| canvas food bags with drawstring closures at one end. Our 

ry plates, utensils and pots and pans were designed to fold or 

fit together to save space and weight. Our tent was of oiled | 

: silk and very light. Sleeping bags were of Jaeger Wool, 

double, with canvas outer bags. 

| | When our canoe was loaded, nothing but our bodies pro- | 

jected above the gunwale. All was tied down, especially the 

non-floating items, so if we capsized nothing would be lost. 

| By the time ordinary folks were up and about, we had | 

passed Cedarville five miles on our way, and were approaching 

| the East Entrance beyond which there was only the open Lake 

Huron and no more cottages. Only Hammel's fishing camp re- 

mained and next would come Strong's Island. A beautiful 
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| high-ground wooded island where a deserted house and clearing © 

© remained on the sheltered inshore end. | 

Here, we cut across over a mile of open water of McKay's _ 

Bay to The Boulder Shore. Here, huge granite boulders covered 

the shore line, and extended out into the crystal clear water | 

of Lake Huron. As we approached these submerged boulders, © 

they seemed to jump up toward us out of the beautiful water. | 

We always speculated on whether this would be a fine 

place for small mouth bass to be found. I am still wondering, | 

because we never did stop to try fishing. We were too anxious 

to get on toward Beavertail Point or beyond to St. Vital's, 

| | the next big point. At Beavertail, which extended a mile or 

more out into the lake, we often pulled our loaded canoe across 

ie, a narrow sand spit into the next bay to save going out and | 

@ around. | | 

| A short distance beyond Beavertail, we found a fine camp- 

ing spot that we used several times. Here we had Beavertail — 

Creek, a mile from camp plus a good loggers road leading 

back in the high hills where hardwood grew and had been par-_ - 

tially logged away to supply Hossack's Mill at Cedarville. 

We could always catch a few little trout, there were | 

both blueberries and raspberries. But, our big hope would be 

a ruffed grouse or failing that a red squirrel stew backed up 

by a flicker or two if needed. A half of a brown fried 

grouse was food for the gods and almost as rare. | | 

It was late enough in summer that mosquitos and black 

@ flies or deer flies were long gone and no problem. | 
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If we failed at trout or grouse or wild meat, we enjoyed 

@ bacon and pancakes with syrup for breakfast and boiled navy 

beans with a bit of bacon for supper. Usually our second 

| supper, because beans need a lot of hours of boiling to be soft 

enough to be palatable. 

Our short camping trips were usually ended by the necess- 

ity of one of us to be on our way. Often to get to a school or 

college opening date or in Carl's reaching the end of his 

| vacation from duties at the Desk Company. | 

| | There is no regulating weather or even of accurately fore- | 

| a casting its future. So, on at least one occasion, we wakened . 

, on the day of our forced return journey to the sound of heavy | 

waves breaking on the rocky shore line. We always camped on 

a | rocky shores because it kept us from fighting fine sand in 

®@ our food! Tracked into camp on our shoes, dropped from our ~ 

clothes or blown by the wind. Experienced outdoor men never 

camp on sand. | | a 

The big rollers or waves came from directly off shore and 

they had been building for the length of Lake Huron, so were 

very high but not steep and once we were afloat, our little 

canoe handled them easily provided we met them at a quartering 

angle. The gunwale of our little light cedar ship had a 

slight outward projection which split the waves and prevented 

our shipping any water. | 

As a matter of fact, we both, Carl and I, loved this rid- 

| ing the waves where we went up and up and up to the top and 
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then after a split moment of hanging seemingingly in the air 

@ slid down the other side. I always paddled bow, being younger | 

and smaller than Carl. So, this was my particular personal | 

enjoyment. a 

To get afloat was the effort that required a bit of skill. | 

We found the most sheltered spot available and slid the canoe 

out into the water until it was nearly afloat. Then, watching 

for the approach of a series of smaller than average waves, we 

pushed out directly, wading until above our knees and then | 

jumped aboard: Quite an exciting moment and now and then we : 

would ship a little water. Once out beyond the breakers, | 

| there was no danger of getting into trouble. 

As we coasted along toward home and sheltered water among - 

ce the islands and narrow channels, we had to keep well offshore 

@ to avoid reefs where breakers could easily be seen far ahead. 

— At times we enjoyed waves so tall that the trough was so deep - 

| that we barely saw the top tips of trees along the shore. As 

I recall it, neither of us felt any fear for our safety, just | 

exhilaration from the excitement of successfully riding the | 

waves. On occassion, we had the pleasure of such an experience 

when the waves were simply smooth swells with smooth crests, 

the wind having recently gone down leaving the waves entirely | 

smooth, with no white caps. 

_ Rarely we brought home to Mother excess game i.e. grouse, 

trout, or berries we had not had time to eat. This was a 

special pleasure. We had a family expression taught us by 
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a Father "Living off the land." To be able to do this was a 

@ | highly desirable objective, and one of which we were always 

conscious. Aldo had his part in teaching us this lesson of 

woodmanship. In most of our outdoor life, I find that his 

leadership always guiding us in the direction of good sports- 

manship in all its facets. 

e 
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LES CHENEAUX FEATURES 

e In my pre-high school years, my three older brothers and 

sister left for school about mid-September while I, being 

| still in grammar school, could stay over with Mother and Father 

until our train trip on the final "hay fever special” on | 

September twenth-sixth, so I was..Dad's only hunting companion. | 

| | The annual equinoxial storm could be relied on to strike : 

| about September twenty-first to second. — This often brought 

rain but always high winds out of the northwest, which meant | 

they blew the length of our bay area. Each year we couid 

| | watch the growing up process of one or more broods of American 

Golden eye in the bay in front of our cottage. Some years, | 

this would comprise a flock of near twenty birds. Now golden | 

@ eye are deep water ducks and all such species are known to have 

| trouble taking wing from water. Because they were deep water 

| birds they had no need to be able to take flight from a small 

puddle or swamp area. | 

This meant that if you could approach such a Flock from 

their windward side, they per force had to take wing toward 

| your approach. Father had learned this as a boy in Missouri 

and at Les Cheneaux I had my initiation into this maxim. 

On one of these three days of storms, Father would spot 

the duck Elock out in the big bay, and cail on me for our oft 

| repeated act. | 

I handled the oars, and Father sat in the stern. We 

carefully rowed up wind of the unsuspecting golden eye flock



until we were several hundred yards beyond the flock. Then 

@ swung around to a point directly upwind from the ducks. Here 

we turned downwind toward our quarry. Father, facing toward 

the birds, could watch every move they made and with hand 

signals tell me how to steer my course. To keep them 

| straight downwind from us. We often could approach within | 

good shotgun range before they flushed. Then they had to take | 

off upwind bringing them within easy range. Dad shot from a 

sitting posture and he could be counted upon tu score at least 

two kills and he was expert at selecting chances where two 

or more birds were nearly in alignment, giving him a chance 

, for what we called a Dutch Double, meaning two birds with one 

shot. So we often enjoyed an Equinox Duck Dinner at our cot- 

- tage. In this case, I could invite either David Barrow or | 

@ Carter Stewart to dinner with us. | | 
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| CARL AND I HAVE A BIG HUNT 

| It may have been in 1911 autumn after Carl had graduated 

from Yale and was employed at Leopold Desk Company that he and 

I had an epic September hunt together. Father may have been 

engaged in golf, at any rate, we two boys started out with our 

Bench Water Crackers and chocolate bar luncheon in our pockets. | 

| _ One shotgun between us, with which we would take turns. I | 

drew the long straw and got first turn at the gun. 

: So, Carl rowed with me in back and headed for Hessel Bay - 

where we had a favorite hunting road left over from a lumber | 

project where they had taken out cedar fence posts the winter 

before. | | 

As we rounded the Club Point, I saw a big flock of ducks | 

@ circling above the reeds a half mile ahead of us. We watched | 

them alight in the reeds where the water was sheltered. 

| We agreed that these were young inexperienced birds and 

, we might well be able to approach within shooting range. We : 

circled to get upwind of them in the reeds. We, of course, - 

could not see the ducks at our distance, nor could they see us 

on account of the reeds which grew several feet above water 

level. | 

To our amazement, we came down very close to the ducks 

so that even with our open barrels they were within easy | 

range. I started shooting and got in several shots before I : 

started shooting cripples on the water. When the smoke 
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cleared away we had picked up five beautiful big young red- © 

6 heads. 

We landed at the long pile of posts and started our days 

grouse hunt. , | 

First, we tried an open second growth aspen and alder 

hillside where Father had killed seven woodcock the previous 

year. We found only a few woodcock and those we missed. The 

rest of the day, we walked along woods roads, that had been 

built to haul out logs. These provide grouse with one kind of 

terrain that offers food and loafing area where the sun can 

get to the ground to erow srasses and small berry bushes. We | 

| did better on our grouse shooting and bagged four of these 

lovely birds, to give us a days total of nine fine game birds. 

@ Our best score in many years. © | ; ee a 
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- TROUT FISHING 

@ - 
My first chance at this sport was when I was asked to join | 

Father and my two brothers, plus Mortimer Grover and his Father 

. on a two day excursion to Taylor's Creek which lay about five 

or six miles inland behind the village of Hessel. | 

Again, our access was via an old logging road. Now, in 

winter when logs are cut and hauled the country is covered | 

deep in snow. To make a roadway, the trees and brush are cut 

but no attempt is made to level the eround, because snow | 

' will-do that before the road is used. So, in summer the old 

| roads present an extremely bumpy surface. We hired a man and 

a team to haul in our duffle on a rough sled which could move - 

where a wheeled vehicle would be useless. 

@ After several hours, we reached our stream and set up our 

_ camp on a rather high bank and were ready for two days of fish- 

ing. This was a small stream on which the deepest holes may ae 

have been two feet deep by a couple of yards in length. Brush 

crowded the stream edge and often snagged our baited hook. | 

So, we used short alder saplings as rods. But, the trout were | 

| there and even I as a youngster caught some of them. | 

| But trout were not the only wild things along Taylor 

Creek. There were hoards of black flies and deer flies, too. | 

We all applied liberal applications of the best insect 

repellant we had with us to all areas of exposed skin. But, 

that was scant help to Father, whose face and neck puffed out 

to where his eyes became just narrow slits. He was miserable. 
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Mr. Grover took his picture, which Mother just hated. She 

@ finally got hold of the picture and destroyed it. She thought 

Father was beautiful and so couldn't tolerate an ugly picture of 

him. Dad was ready to go home when the man with the horses came 

back for us the next day. But we brought home good trout in 

addition to all we had eaten in camp. This trip must have 

taken place about 1903. | | 
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| THE RIVER AT BURLINGTON | | 

The principal social institution for exploiting oppor- 

tunities of recreation on the Big River was the "Burlington 

Boating Association". It operated a large Club house on the 

levee front near the foot of Valley and Market Streets. | 

“The basement was arranged with racks for small boat stor- | 

age plus some larger racks for sail boats and crew shells. © 

I do not recall facilities for power boats, which were called 

launches in those days. Some of these were powered by steam, 

and most by big single cylinder gasoline motors which ran at 

. | a very low r.p.m. A speed of eight or ten miles was tops. 

Much sailing was enjoyed on the river and rowing races 

were weekend events. Crews of rowers with their fancy shells 

@ - competed frequently with others from cities up and down the | 

| _ river. Their equipment was transported by small packet | 

| steamers which plied the river on regular scheduled routes, 

| hauling passengers and miscellaneous freight. 

| The second floor of the Club House contained the social : 

area. The main room was a large dance floor with a balcony 

at the east end where the orchestra was seated. I was old 

enough to attend several Christmas dances at B.B.A. and once 

I believe I invited Frances Schramm as my partner. She was 

the prettiest girl with many red curls as well as the best 

dancer. 

The second floor also cffered pool and billiard tables 

_ and several bowling alleys, which I was too young to use. 

@ 
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_ The B.B.A. New Years dance was the highlight of the | 

@ Holiday Season. Just before midnight, refreshments were 

served and at the New Years hour there was always a Grand 

March with Fischer's Band playing Old Lang Syne and much con- 

gratulating and Happy New Years exchanges. 

os | In those days, when a young swain invited his best girl 

to attend a formal evening party he was expected to pick her 

up at her home in a horse-drawn carriage, which delivered | 

the couple to the party and later picked them up and delivered | 

the girl and then the young man to their respective homes. 

All this cost $4.00 for the double trip: : 

| Among the row boats offered for rental by the day at B.B.A. 

were two long three-oared boats called the Trio and the Hobo. | 

a On occasion we Leopolds rented these two for float trips ona > 

e summer afternoon. We hired the launch of Bouvais to carry 

us up river to Drew's Landing: on the Illinois shore or to the a 

| levee on the Iowa side about five or six miles upstream tow- 

ing the row boats. 

Here we would picnic on a short grass spot. Always a 

freezer of ice cream as dessert, sometimes varied by a ripe 

watermelon in season. It was good eating. | | 

| If the Mintons were with us, as they often were, Papa . 

John usually brought a tiny organ along for music. He played 

and Mr. Clark with his gorgeous voice would sing. 

After the meal, we started on the float back to town. 

Out on the river with the two boats locked side to side | 

@ there were no mosquitoes. But there could be Morman flies 
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- in clouds. As we floated along toward Burlington, we sang 

@ old songs. Mr. Clark with Mr. Minton often improvised music 

and words as we floated along. 

| When we picnicked on the Illinois shore, we sometimes 

took the long float through the old Henderson Creek Slough. 

This was probably an old channel of the creek, now short cut 

by a new creek channel. No more than twenty yards wide, it 

was bordered by large bottom land timber. In mid-summer some 

of these tall old trees were crowned by trumpet vines which 

were often ablaze with the luxuriant blossoms of the vine. 

- Giving a really tropical touch to the scene. But we had to | 

get out into the main river channel before dark to avoid mos- 

: quitoes. — 

oe | The last hour of our float was usually spent watching 

@ the stars or in season the moon, as we approached the river 

front lights of Burlington. | 
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. SAW MILL 

e The Burlington Lumber Company Saw Mill located just above 

the C.B. and Q. Railway Bridge, represented a typical develop- 

ment of the midwest. Wherever a railroad bridge crossed the 

river, there was always an accompanying saw mill on the nearby 

shore. 

| Here the log rafts of pine floating downstream were con- | 

verted into the lumber with which the area to westward was 

developed. Our plains had little timber and as one looked 

| west there became less and less timber so lumber was imported | 

from the northern pineries of Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

Mother told us of river trips on the Kit Carson packet 

up the Wisconsin River to escort a raft of logs downstream 

@ te the mill at Burlington. The downstream progress was paced 

by the speed of the current. Travel was restricted to day- 

light hours to avoid the raft being grounded on sand bars, 

which were frequent along all midwest rivers. 

The function of the steamboat was to keep the raft of 

logs which was often a quarter-mile long in the channel. 

This took expert guidance by the pilot and required full day- 

light. | | | | 

Probably the most important function of the steamer was 

to guide the stern of the raft to shore at a place suitable 

to spend the night. This was done by reversing the stern | 

paddle wheel and nudging the tail end of the raft to shore. 

A section of shoreline was selected to provide fairly deep 
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water so the logs would not become grounded on a sand bar. 

© If that happened, it would be difficult to get it afloat the 

next morning. The raft was made fast for the night by long 

ropes running from the boom logs of the raft to suitable 

husky trees on the shore. 

A small group of compatible young people were sometimes 

invited as guests to enjoy such a trip. They were well 

chaperoned, I am sure, but they had gay good times. | 

When a raft of new logs arrived at Burlington, they | 

floated into an enclosure composed of long logs chained end 

to end and well anchored to the river bottom. This was called | 

a boom. This enclosure extended northward near the west 

bank of the river to about the big grain elevator. Logs 

© were always held in storage upstream of the saw mill so they 

naturally would be floated to the mill site. 

| | An endless chain running in the bottom of a trough 

lifted a single file line of logs into the mill. 

Here was the most coveted job of all to me, A man using 

a long pike pole guided the floating logs to the lower end of 

the moving endless chain where each log in turn was picked up - 

| by lugs in the chain to slide up the guide trough. When a 

large log was approaching the lift, this operator using his | 

pole would feel the rear end of the log to see whether it 

might be hollow. If so, as the log hit the upward slope, 

he held a large dip net against the hollow end, and low and 

| behold, frequently a big catfish would slide out of the hollow 
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a log and into his dip net. He had a live box right next to 

@ his work station where he dropped Mr. Catfish for safe keeping. 

) At this season of summer, catfish were spawning and they sought 

| a hole in a log as a good place to drop their eggs. As often 

| as not, a big mess of eggs would also slide out into his dip 

net. Several times I carried a bunch of spawn home and dropped 

it into our lawn fountain in hopes they would hatch, but 

never any luck. | 

The lumber mill also operated large yards of stripped 

lumber where it was air dried before loading into rail cars 

for delivery to out-of-town Lumber yards. We young boys 

spent much time climbing about on these lumber piles. Some- 

times just for something to do, like "follow the leader", 

@ and sometimes we would use a long stiff wire with a hooked 

end to pull sparrow eggs out of the nest they built in the 

opening between the layers of drying boards. I don't recall 

any of our group of three or four boys falling off these 

piles of lumber, but it is amazing we didn't fall, because 

we could just get the toe of our shoe in the crack between 

the layers of lumber. | | - 

@ | 
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The river entered into our winter sports in a big way. 

e As soon as the river ice was thick enough to safely carry 

skaters, an enterprising black citizen, whose name evades me, 

would smooth up an area somewhat in excess of an acre in 

size with a horse-drawn ice scraper. He erected a tent near 

| shore, where he had a stove and benches where customers could 

put on skates or retreat to get warm around the stove if need 

be. : 

His area was fenced in and he collected a bit of silver 

from skaters. There were lots of fancy figure skaters who 

drew our boyish admiration. One man especially whose two 

hands had been shot off years before by a shotgun blast, espe- 

cially intrigued us. He had wooden hands, which were encased 

@ | in brown kid gloves. We wondered how he would be able to 

get up if he fell, which he never seemed to do. He clasped 

his wooden hands behind his back and cut fancy figures at a 

graceful pace and with great dignity. | a 

Mother had been a fancy ice skater in younger days and 

she still enjoyed skating, but no longer tried fancy figure 

| patterns. I recall she had a silver cup she had won in a ; 

skating contest as a girl. 

The fence around the skating area had high posts each 

of which carried a kerosene torch which illuminated the 

rink at night. 

We young boys seldom used the rink, but often took 

long skating excursions on the river. Upstream between the 
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islands usually offered smooth ice, since these channels 

@ often froze solid the first really cold night and the surface 

| was smooth, whereas out in the main channel where the mov- 

ing cakes of ice propelled by the current left the surface 

quite rough for skating. 

We had to watch out for open air holes on the river, 

especially near the wing dams, which projected out from each 

shore to help the river maintain a channel for boat traffic. 

, We would skate until we got tired, and then go ashore and 

build a log fire to warm us up. Getting safely ashore could 

be risky. If the river level had recently arisen, there could 

be open water at the shore, or had the water level gone down | 

there would be sloping ice, hollow underneath, and a break 

| there could mean wet feet and barked shins. 

@ On an all day skate, we carried our lunch and once or 

twice we skated upstream to within sight of Oquawka or well 

above the head of Otter Island. Some hardy souls skated even | 

further than that. | 

| Father had a lightweight car, a two-cylinder Autocar. | 

Wagons had a regular roadway across the river on the ice. 

Dad once or twice when there was thick ice, brought along a 

long rope. Then, by turning his car he would "Crack the Wip" 

and the far end boys got a real fast ride or went spinning 

, off across the ice of their tail ends. 
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@ PETER JOHNSON 

Away back in my earliest recollection is a mind picture 

of a fairly-aged black man named Peter Johnson. He came 

at Father's request to help out when our full-time gardener 

was unable to keep ahead of his regular duties and special 

extra jobs that had to be done. 

Peter was medium tall, slim and dressed in what had 

| | one time been his formal black suit resembling a cutaway. 

| Turned greenish with age, but still serviceable. He was 

said to have been a preacher, and this was his vestment left | 

over from those better days. So far as we knew, Peter lived 

alone, but he must have had a telephone available as he could 

| receive phone messages. 

@ | One job he was called to do for us was to cut up, as | 

I recall the figures, seven cords of dry hickory and oak 

for our living room fireplace. Father had an open fire there 

daily in wintertime. Peter used an old-fashioned wood framed | 

bucksaw for the job. Of course, he also used a sturdy wooden 

saw buck to hold the four foot long cord wood sticks while - 

he sawed them through. Peter always came to our kitchen | 

door to ask the cook for a slab of bacon rind with which 

he lubricated his saw blade by rubbing the greasy side of 

the bacon rind along the blade. This made the teeth cut 

| faster and easier. Bacon in those days came with the rind 

attached. But you can imagine cross cutting seven cords 

. - of dry hard wood by hand to fireplace length of about sixteen | 
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| | inches. This meant two cross cuts for each stick of split 

e cordwood. 

I recall the hickory sticks had been pretty well chewed 

up by tunneling worms cutting their burrows, leaving saw 

| dust in their wake. As the big long pile grew shorter, the 

ground beneath was covered by several inches of powdery dust 

left by the worms. The worms had somehow completely disappeared, 

| to this day I don't know what becomes of the worms of which 

there must have been myriads. 

Peter loaded the cut up wood in our wheelbarrow and 

carried it to our woodshed where it was neatiy stacked to 

- dry until we needed it. 

Other odd jobs done by old Peter were such as dressing 

@ game which Father had brought home. This could be ducks, | 

quail or squirrels. Now and then a rabbit. When Father 

hunted, he sometimes killed an extra rabbit or two for Peter's | 

use. Peter was especially happy to pick up a raccoon or | 

oppossum if we chanced to bag one of those. | 

In May each spring, when it came time to move the palms 

| and some of the other heavy plants out of doors from the : 

greenhouse, Peter helped on that heavy job. The palms were ~ 

ages old and required huge tubs or boxes of earth. These 

heavy cases were set on a short, wide board, which in turn 

lay on short sections of two-inch pipe which rolled them 

along on two-inch planks to their summer berths under the 

larch trees. .To be returned to the protection of the green- 
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: house in late September or early October. 

® I have no idea of the daily wage of men like Peter. : 

Probably about the same as the dollar a day earned by our 

regular yard man. Although the regular yard man also received | 

his board and in some cases, lived in a room in the big stable. 

| A bit later when Julius Fitzke took the yard job he started | 

at a dollar and a half per day, but he lived at home with 

| his wife, having only his noon lunch in our kitchen. . 

Julius lasted a good fifteen or more years as Mother's 

yard man. Young Edith and Margaret recall his giving them 

rides in his wheelbarrow now and then. 

He was always kindly and polite. My wife Edith tells 

the story of him on a short drive to the country in Mother's 

© car. She offered Julius a cigarette when she was about to 

light one. He took it, removed the paper cover and chewed 

the tobacco. He explained by saying that if he smoked it 

the smoke might get in her face. | | 

- Once each spring Mother invited Mrs. Fitzke and Julius 

| to join us on a mid-day picnic in the country. Julius' wife 

always came dressed in her best clothes, in fact Edith told : 

| me that she usually wore two dresses. One atop the other 

to show how well Julius supplied her with clothes. 

Julius was quite a Beau Brummel with the ladies, and 

sometimes told slightly risque stories. One I well remember 

concerned a young couple spooning one afternoon in their 

buggy. They had stopped near a field where a farmer was | 
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| working nearby. The farmer noticed what was going on and 

e peeked from time to time. The young swain, a bit irked, 

yelled at him "Rubber--rubber'. The farmer grinned and called 

| back, "Rub her yourself, you're closer than I am." And Mrs. 

Fitzke proudly remonstrated with her husband and blushed. 

Julius had at one time owned a small Lowa farm which 

he foolishly sold in a fit of pique about poor farm condition. 

He had invested some of his capital in a small Oregon apple 

| ranch on which small trees, too young to bear fruit, were 

| growing. He received periodic reports from the west on how 

his ranch was faring. I never did hear the outcome of the 

ranch investment, but I do know he never travelled out to 

see it or never seriously considered moving out there. He 

@ and his widow both died in their little home on South Tenth 

Street in Burlington. We younger people tried to pay them 

a call at least once a year after Julius became too old to 

work. | 

e 
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e EARLY WINTER 

I believe it was the late winter of 1912 that I enjoyed 

a nique experience for a boy of sixteen years of age. I 

was in my second year of high school and a husky growing 

lad full of energy. The winter had begun and continued cold 

| so the Mississippi River was covered with heavy ice. The 

harvest of natural ice was underway and we boys were often | 

out on the river watching the men and horses cutting and 

hauling wagons filled with big blocks over a foot thick, 

weighing around ninety to one hundred pounds each. 

This ice was then stored in a huge one-story building 

at the foot of Angular Street along side the Burlington Railroad 

tracks. The ice was piled layer on layer sometimes to a 

@ height in excess of sixteen feet in a good harvest year. 

Then covered and surrounded by a layer of pine sawdust several 

feet thick. This preserved the ice on through the next summer 

season. During the summer it was sold at retail to home 

holders from large covered horse-drawn vans. Also, much 

was used to chill railroad refrigerator cars carrying perishable .. 

| vegetables to Chicago and points eastward of Chicago. 

One year I discovered there was a high population of 

cottontail rabbits in the woods across the river from our 

home and south of the railroad bridge. | 

Aldo, a few years prior, had been setting rabbit snares 

in Bonn's Hollow west of Main Street, and I had occasionally 

| gone along to watch and had observed how he made a snare. 
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- So, I built several snares in the brushy woods across the 

@ | river. IL selected especially heavily used rabbit trails 

to locate my snares. 

These took quite a bit of patience to build. First, 

to find a location that had a suitable sapling about an | 

inch and a half in diameter to power the snare. Then, on 

the path, at the proper distance from the pole, drive small 

half-inch sticks about eight inches long to construct a circle 

about six inches across and projecting four or five inches 

above the snow. In the circle, I placed one special stake 

that had a small side branch which I cut off about one and 

a half inches out from the stick itself. Then, a trigger 

stick containing the bait was rigged so that if a rabbit 

© stuck its head down into the circle to grasp the bait he 

released the trigger and the bent over sapling straightened 

up and jerked the cord tight around the rabbit's neck. Mr. 

Rabbit had a broken neck and hung suspended in mid air. He 

was quickly and mercifically dead and by morning when I arrived 

to run my trap line, he was frozen stiff. 

Now, this whole program took a bit of doing. First, 

locating and building each snare. Then, setting the snares 

on an after-school run across the more than half mile of 

| river ice. It didn't pay to put skates on and off, so I 

: just slid down our bluff, crossed the river well below the 

big air hole that never froze over the Railroad drawbridge. 

On the Illinois side, I ran on inland to cross the Carthage 
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@ Branch Railroad track which headed southward and then I came 

to my trapping area. 

I set my traps, including one box style trap, and hoped 

for the best. I recall I had three or four snares. Bait 

was either a chunk of raw apple or a short section of ear 

corn on the cob. The cob had to be hollowed out in the center 

to receive the bait stick. Then, the quick trip across the 

river in sometimes near zero windy weather and finally the 

climb back up the frozen and slippery bluff to the warmth 

of our fine old home we had inherited from Grandfather and 

Grandmother Starker. 

In the morning I had to rise at or before dawn to make 

the hurried run back over to see if I had caught any game. 

@ All this before breakfast, and before leaving for the two- 

mile walk to high school! As I remember it, I caught a total 

of about five rabbits on this project, but a rabbit made 

ample meat for our family of three plus the two kitchen women. 

I took a lot of pride in this project and my recollections 

are still clear in my mind seventy years later. 

I sometimes wonder if boys today have the legs to carry : 

on such a program? They even ride busses for shorter trips 

to school than mine. I seldom see skaters on the river this 

7 January, when there is plenty of safe ice if one learns a 

few simple rules about air holes and ice safety. Father 

taught all of us to carry a stout stick about six feet long 

| when travelling over doubtful ice. With such as stick, 
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- it would be easy to climb out of a break in the ice to a 

@ surface which would be safe. | 

5/7



e UNCLE EDWARD RUNGE 

| We seem to have been blessed with quite a group of colorful 

relatives in our family circle during my youthful years. | 

One who interested me especially, was Uncle Edward. Probably 

because he told us hunting stories going back to pioneer 

days. 

My acquaintance with him was limited by the fact that 

he visited us only to share our Sunday dinner once a week 

in the earlier years of this century. He was always on time 

for this fine meal which almost always centered around a 

huge chicken pot pie, baked in a large yellow earthenware 

bowl. The top crust was always a delectable soft golden 

/ brown, and it melted in our young mouths like magic. The 

@ interior was filled with all joints of chicken submerged 

in delicious gravy that matched the top crust. Then, there 

were narrow strips of this same crust resembling bread sticks. 

Great eating. 

Uncle Edward always came dressed in the same dark suit | 

of formal cut, but very aged with a tinge of gray-green color. 

A stiff collar on his white fronted shirt and a black string 

necktie. | | 

His table manners were exemplary, but his conversation 

reflected his mode of life. That is, he always entertained 

us with hunting stories, or at least stories recalling outdoor 

exploits of younger years. At this time, I took him to be 

| very old on account of his white hair and heavily lined face 
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. and hands and aged eyes. 

@ In recounting his pursuit of game, be it deer, wild | 

turkey or lesser game like ducks, passenger pigeons or quail, 

he went through a pantomine performance which included a 

stealthy approach, then the flushing of the game, and finally _ 

the shot that put the game in the bag. At this final stage, | 

| his long arms reached out far in front of him and swung right 

or left to the target and the final trigger pull and the | 

shot. - 7 

This final performance occurred so regularly that Mother never 

used goblets for our water, for fear they would be tipped | 

over during the act of aiming his gun. oe 

. One Sunday, Father set a trap for Uncle Edward which 

Ss we all were in on. He had recently killed a fine specimen - 

e of male wood duck in full plummage. The bird was so beautiful | 

that Father had our taxidermist acquaintance, Mr. Ranke, | 

mount the duck in an informal pose, hanging upside down by a 

one foot, as though he had just been killed and hung up. 

Father hung the mounted bird on the dining room wall | | 

| near where Edward sat on Father's left. Our guest immediately © 

| noticed the new decoration and commented, ‘'Carl, I see you ; 

killed a wood duck. I thought youdidn't approve of killing 

wood ducks." "Yes," answered Dad, "I made a mistake and | 

the bird was so beautiful, I had to hang it there for all 

to see.'' End of conversation! | | | 

Came the next Sunday and meal time. Edward again noticed 
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the hanging duck and said, "I see you still have your wood 

@ duck from last week there." "Yes'', answered Dad, "The weather 

has been cool, so I just left the duck there." No further 

comment. | | 

Then, the next Sunday the scene was substantially repeated, 

excepting Edward took a surreptuous sniff at the carcass and | 

Dad added, "Yes, I sprinkled a bit of soda on it a few days 

ago.'' Again, end of discussion. | : ; 

The final act was the next Sunday, the fourth in a series. 

The duck was still hung. No comment from Edward, just a 

furtive glance with a look of defeat on his face, for he 

knew he had been "taken". 

Then, there was Tanta (Aunt) Lulu Essau, a maternal 

@ great aunt of we children. She was a retiring, white haired 

old lady in her seventies when I knew her. Occasionally, 

when Mother used the station wagon to make afternoon formal 

calls, she would take me along and now and then we stopped - 

at the Essau house to call. There were Tanta Lulu and her | 

husband, an invalid, Etta, a school teacher spinster and | 

Frank, a bachelor brother. There was a second brother who 

was married and lived elsewhere. 

| On our calls, I was always offered a stick of horehound 

candy from a glass jar on the piano. This was a welcome 

bonus for my young appetite. I was always glad when this 

boring family duty call was over and we could get away. 

Tanta Lulu also had mild hay fever. Everything about



. her was mild! A few times Mother invited Tanta Lulu to visit 

o us at Les Cheneaux. I hope she enjoyed her visit, for certainly 

I did not! The old lady liked to go for a ride in one of | 

our row boats. And I would not have minded taking her out, 

excepting she was afraid to go out into open water and preferred 

to stay inside the shoreline reeds, which made rowing a nuisance 

and no pleasure for me. This jaunt was one of my daily duties 

in addition to keeping a supply of kindling on hand for starting 

kitchen and living room fires. | 

There is another story about Tanta Lulu. It concerns 

a leaky roof on the old cottage. I am told about a morning | 

| after a rainy night when Lulu was discovered asleep in her | 

bed with a dishpan balanced on her flat stomach to catch | 

© the drip from a leak above her bed! I didn't see this pheno- 

menon, but I can believe it. | | - | | 

In my youthful days, every well-established homestead 

had one or more formal hitching posts in the street in front - 

of the home. This so that visitors could hitch their horses | 

while making a call at the home. 

I had one at 111 Clay in our earlier years living here 

with Edith. It was about four feet high above ground, with 

a substantial anchorage underground, so that a single horse, 

| | or even a team would not be likely to run away if properly 

tied. The top end of the hitching post had an iron cap, | 

removable, and we enjoyed dropping lighted fire crackers 

inside for they made the cap or lid bounce. I well recall 
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a one night, in the twenties when Edith and I were riding in os 

e Lloyd Shreve's car with Lloyd and Elizabeth. We had parked 

| in front of our home alongside the iron hitching post. Lloyd 

was driving, and unfortunately he started forward before 

I closed the rear door of his car and - tragedy - the door 

hinge was bent beyond repair. 

Soon after some collector dug up and stole my hitching 

post! | | : | 
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- THE GENERAL GLASGOWS | 

eo 
| At Charles Starker's south border was another old home 

| over-looking the river. It must have been established at 

| about the Civil War period for some of the trees such as 

hemlock and spruce as well as one fine big tulip tree were 

quite large size. These are not’native, so must have been 

| planted when the two-story frame house was built. - ) 

In this old home lived our neighbors, an old couple, | 

the Glasgows. He was known as General, which could have 

been an honorary title or perhaps it was well-earned in the | 

| War between the States. He was much too stout to have been 

active with Colonel Roosevelt in the Spanish War. He wore | 

in cold weather a heavy brown wool cape, which distinguished 

© him from the common folks. | | a | 

| His wife was probably a bit more overweight than he, 

for she never seemed to do any arduous work indoors or out 

so far as I could see. She doted on a curly-haired white 

poodle, who was her constant companion. The General never | 

| | seemed to be at home in the day time. She served tea each 

afternoon, or rather her house servant served tea. I recall 

being asked in to join her if I happened to be playing in 

| | her yard at tea time. There was no fence between the two 

_ places. Tea was accompanied by delicious cakes or sandwiches, 

which I greatly enjoyed. Perhaps a recollection of such 

| a previous occasion caused me to be around near afternoon 

: tea time. | | | 
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= Finally, came the time when her dear poodle dog died. 

@ He, too, was much overweight and got little exercise beyond 

having his long hair combed. The dead dog's owner lamented 

the loss of her close companion. Some sympathetic friend 

suggested, "You can still have your pet, send him to Mr. 

Ranke, the furrier and taxidermist and have her mounted!" 

Well, that was a good idea, and soon acted upon. Mr. : 

Ranke acquiesced and Mrs. Glasgow awaited impatiently for | 

the return of her pet. The time lagged and passed from days | - 

to weeks, and no mounted pet was returned. After a long 

wait, Mr. Ranke had to confess that he had made the acid | 

bath a bit too strong, and all the long curly hair had come ~ 

out! | | 

@ My next recollection of the old Glasgow place was after 

Mrs. G's death when the old General lived there alone. One | | 

- winter eve, with good snow on the ground, he returned home Coe 

| from his usual day downtown after dusk and when he unlocked | 7 

| his front door he was greeted by a cloud of smoke and an 

escaping cat. | | 

| The horse-drawn fire carts soon arrived, and the horses 

were tied to several of the spruce trees along side the driveway. 

The fire was soon under control,.and the structure was still 

standing, but irreparably damaged. I never knew what became 

of the General, finally, but he disappeared, and after a 

| few years someone tore the old ruined house down, leaving 

the empty foundation stone work. 
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@ Before long the crows discovered that the protective 

: evergreen trees provided them a fine roosting place, free 

| from being pestered by marauding owls and jay birds. So, 

for years, after the crow nesting season was over and the 

young were grown up, a flock of sometimes up to twenty, thirty, 

| or more crows came there each night. They assembled across : 

| the river with much crowing, then flew quickly across the 

river and directly into the evergreen trees where they roosted. 

- Going back to the time of the fire, many neighbors gathered 

| to watch, and some entered the house and carried out pieces 

of furniture or portable valuables to rescue them, most were 7 

| carried to our house, being the closest, for protection from 

the weather. It was all very exciting, since it occurred 

@: before my bedtime. | | | - | 

| To this day, three of my old spruce trees still carry | 

| the scars from the teeth of the fire horses, which were hitched 

yo ‘to the trees that night. The scars now are much longer than | 

they were originally, also deeper, but the trees continue Oe 

| to try to heal over the damage, but are fighting a losing 

battle. That was nearly eighty years ago, and now the scars 

reach from the ground up to the branch area, and one of the | 

trunks is hollow, but they are still producing cones to carry 

on their species. Nature has many lessons and gives us many 

examples of her determination to continue to produce life. 7 
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© | ANNUAL BATAVIA HUNT 

Over several successive years, Father and I made quail 

hunting trips on the Friday and Saturday following Thanksgiving 

to Batavia, which is about fifty miles westward on the C.B.& Q. 

Railroad line. This journey was much longer than our more _ | 

frequent Saturday hunts to points like Bard on the Rock Island 

~ line northward. On this annual trip, I would telephone the | 

passenger agent the evening before and request that he stop | | 

| the early morning train at Bard for us to get off. We arrived 

there more than an hour before daybreak. The village was | 

| non-existent. There was only a one-room shed as a station _ 

and at that hour it was dark and closed, so we walked east 

| across an open snow-covered field to a patch of woods we | 

@ could see there. We started a fire and kept warm while we 

awaited the sun. | | | 

As dawn approached, we often heard covies of quail whistle 

| as they are want to do at sunrise time. I was anxious to | 

start our hunt, but Dad waited until the actual sun appeared. 

His reason, as he explained, was that while the hunter thought 

he could see well, his vision was really limited and as a © 

| result crippled birds might be lost needlessly. 

On this Bard hunt, we hunted all the day long, excepting 

for a noon lunch stop, when we would enjoy a sandwich plus 

a special delight, broiled pork spare ribs roasted on a green 

forked stick. We finished with a bar of milk chocolate or 

e | raisins for dessert. This gave us both a new start of energy 
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- for the long afternoon hunt. About dark time, our train | 

@ stopped to pick us up for the ride home. We arrived at the 

Station between six and seven o'clock, still to make the 

mile long walk up Main and Clay Street hills to arrive tired | 

and ready for Mother's fine supper. : 

But, before we could eat, Dad's gun had to be cleaned 

| and oiled and put away and the game nad to be strung on a 

raw-hide hanger with many slip loops each to hold two quail | 

heads. The game string was hung outdoors in a well-ventilated 

shady spot. Dad believed in allowing any game to age a few 

days before it was ready to eat. We had no Facilities to 

| | freeze game in those days, and game had to be protected from | 

freezing, of course, for once frozen it should remain frozen 

@ until you were ready to cook it. | | 

| Well, I am getting away from my main story. Our train | 

to Batavia was a big through passenger train bound for Denver. 

Having left Chicago late on the evening before. 

We had to load our dog into the baggage car for this | 

ride. Dogs were forbidden in the passenger coaches. One 

advantage we gained was that we could eat breakfast in the 

Dining Car. We usually were the earliest diners. We wore | 

a our hunting clothes, so felt a bit out of place. Enroute 

| the train stopped at Mount Pleasant and Fairfield, so we 

had ample time for breakfast. I enjoyed this meal a lot 

more than the cold baked beans which Dad usually ordered 

| when we ate at the railroad lunch counter in Burlington. _ 
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| He didn't think that hot cakes and syrup made a foundation 

@ for a long day in the field or in the duck swamp at Lone 

Tree Club. | | 

At Batavia, we collected our dog and single suitcase 

and walked a block or two to the hotel, which was called 

the Humble House. I presume the proprietor was Mr. Humble! 

Dad engaged a room and reservation for our supper. He warned 

the host that we must have fresh air at night and needed | | 

to open a window. That usually meant that nails had to be 

pulled and a short stick provided to hold the sash up. In 

my youth we had a story saying, "The reason country air is 

so fresh is that farmers have all the bad air couped up in 

their houses." | | ; 

@ All these formalities completed, we started out. Dad 

would first have to decide where to hunt on our first day | 

| and what to leave for our second day. On such a hunt, birds 

were usually found where heavy cover lay at the edge of a ee 

picked cornfield. Or, if the corn contained enough weeds, 

birds might be living in the corn itself. Such areas or 

combinations might be separated by open pasture or other 

non-productive area so a good deal of walking was spent between 

productive areas. In the course of a day, I venture that 

we often walked from fifteen to twenty miles for our noon 

lunch periods were short, and we hunted from day break until 

dark and often walked an extra mile or more to reach the 

station for our train home. Then always that walk home 
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-. from the Railroad station. | 

@ Late afternoon we arrived back at Humble House and washed 

| hands and faces in the wash basin in our room. Combed our 

hair and were ready for six o'clock supper. This usually 

consisted of fried meat, fried potatoes and pie with coffee , 

| for Dad and milk for me. | 

: Dad arranged to hang our first days kill on a nail on 

the back porch until the end of the second day. When we © | 

| departed for home there might be two quail missing from our | 

string and Mr. Humble usually excused it by saying, ‘The 

) cat must have got them." | | | | 

Dad and I went to bed tired and early. The bed was 

a double bed with one feather bed under us and a second feather 

@ bed to cover us. Not the best arrangement, for during the | 

| night I was apt to fall into the deeper hole Dad made into 

the bottom feather bed. But, we rested and survived. | 

| The second day was much like the first, excepting that | 

we hunted in new territory. In those days, we expected to 

| find at least eight covies of birds per day. Each covey | 

would contain about fifteen or maybe more birds. My job, 

| since I was too young to carry a gun, was to be able to pinpoint 

the spot where Dad's dead birds had fallen, but more importantly, 

where had the scattered birds alighted? 

| Both arrangements were very important and in later years | 

I turned them over to my dear Edith who preferred them to 

carrying a gun herself. 
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, I recall one area I especially enjoyed hunting with | 

© Dad. This was a hillside patch of hazel brush. The mice 

| and squirrels had got most of the nuts but some were left 

and Dad would scold me for not paying full attention, because 

I was busy gathering hazel nuts. This cover always sheltered 

a big covey of quail. Dad was a super shot in heavy brush | 

| and did well on collecting quail in this thicket. | | 

. And, so ended our annual Thanksgiving hunt. By later : 

November, there was apt to be heavy winter snow and cold. | 

I do recall one late fall hunt in Illinois hills when | 

snow lay on the ground. It was a day of thaw and melting 

snow. My feet got very wet and very cold and Dad could see | 

I was in distress. So, we stopped in a sheltered valley, | 

@ and he built me a fire to warm me up. In all our years, | 

" this was the only time this happened. Dad left me to warm | 

up, telling me there was a corn field over the hill he'd | 

hunt that and return for me later. I soon felt comfortable | 

and began looking around my little grassy creek bottom. The 

reason Dad had picked the spot for my warm-up fire was that | 

fallen top branches of a tree offered plenty of dry wood. 

Suddenly, I realized that I was looking at the big open 

eye of a rabbit, hidden under long dead blue grass, excepting 

for his peek hole. I galvanized into action. How to get 

that rabbit! I had no gun, of course. I picked the longest, 

| straightest tree branch I could find and sneaked as close 

| as I dared and crashed the branch on top of Mr. Rabbit. 
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@ He was killed, and I had killed him! I carried him proudly 

" to show Dad when he got back, and I stayed warm the rest | 

of the day. | 
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7 | UNCLE HENRY | | 

| My mother's Uncle Henry lived on a farm that he owned 

near Yarmouth, which lies a bit westward of Mediapolis. He 

made periodic trips by train to Burlington. Mostly to transact 

business, but also to have luncheon with my mother, his favorite 

niece. _ | | a | 

I would arrive home from school, and there would be 

Uncle Henry. He and Mother exchanged family stories and 

reminiscences that I could not follow, but they laughed and | 

chatted with evident pleasure. : | 

Uncle Henry would classify as a "dirt farmer". He did © 

his own farm work, I am sure. He was deeply tanned and the - 

skin on his hands showed deep cracks or seams. Likewise, a 

@® his face was heavily lined, but the direction of his wrinkles, 

showed his cheerful good nature. His blue eyes twinkled, | | 

too. He always had a good word for me, and if Father was 

at home for lunch, Henry would invite him to come out and 

hunt prairie chicken or quail on his farm. 

Uncle Henry's son August with his wife and family of 

Earnest, Elsie and young Henry also lived in Burlington but | 

Mother's Uncle Henry preferred to visit with Clara, who was 

gay and fun. The Burlington Starker family were interested 

in the management and ownership of the Northwestern Cabinet 

| Company which in those days made mostly dining room furniture. 

Later, they were very successful manufacturers of desks for 

| the home. | | | 
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— Their factory management was handled by two successive - 

@ generations of the Wolfe family. When these two passed away, 

the factory rapidly declined in success and in a few years 

ceased operations entirely as manufacturers. - | 

By dint of good management in earlier years, Earnest | 

| and Henry retired as wealthy investors. They were both noted 

for watching their pennies and giving sparsely, if at all, | 

to the many money-raising drives in the city. Neither of | 

| | them had children. Earnest married the daughter of a customer — 

of the Company from Galesburg. 7 - | 

| Henry became a world traveler and was an accomplished | woe 

conversationalist. He was very entertaining, if you could | | 

get him talking about his travels. | 7 | 

© _ Earnest and wife Irma still live on Bittersweet Place, oe 

where I believe he is confined to his home, and I believe | a 

mostly to his bed. He has always been handicapped by a club 

foot. a | - 
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- CALIFORNIA RELATIVES 
@ 

| Our maternal and paternal grandmothers were sisters in 

the Runge family so, of course, our parents were first cousins! 

Frowned upon today but often practiced in old times. | 

I recall being told about three aged members of the | | 

Runge family who resided in California on a small English | | 

| walnut ranch near Los Angeles. This group was another of ~ | 

| Charles Starker's beneficiaries. He had purchased the thirteen 

acre nut grove in order that Ferdinand and his two sisters | 

might have a comfortable, modest competence and a home in 

which they might end their days. 

Carl Leopold made an annual business trip to visit good a 

customers who distributed his wood office furniture in California 

@ and other west coast areas. He always took one day off from a 

business each time he was in Los Angeles and devoted that a —_ 

day to a visit with his relatives. Probably an Uncle and _ 

| two Aunts. He would arrive at their ranch in mid-morning | 

and spend the day there. 7 | ee 

He checked up on the financial and health conditions 

of the old people. They were barely able to attend the duties _ 

of running the ranch and serving two meals each day. Father 

said they just could not find time to prepare and serve themselves 

three times a day. I recall my parents receiving letters 

| from the older Runges, usually written by Ferdinand. Sometimes 

he would ask for financial help to pay for the cost of 
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irrigating the trees. Sometimes for help on other expenses 

@ such as taes. | | 

Once each winter we would receive a huge burlap bag 

full of beautiful English walnuts from the ranch. It must 

| have held several bushels of these fine nuts. The big sack : | 

was always stored up in the third floor attic at 101 Clay. 

It was a source of great pleasure to my young tastebuds. | 

Now and then one or more of my boyfriends also benefitted | | 

from these nuts. Eventually the nuts no longer arrived and | 

| I presume that meant the old people had died. However, I 

do dimly recall Ferdinand writing my parents and asking then 

| if it would meet their approval if he took a bride to his | 

| lonely older years. I don't recall what my parents reply | 

7 said but I am now old enough to imagine what they told him | 

e in, I hope, gentle terms. / | | : . | 

After the three old people had died and father Carl | 

also had passed away , my brother Carl arranged to seil the 4 

ranch for Mother's account for as I recall it, one thousand 

| | dollars per acre. Grandfather Charles had been foresighted — 

enough to keep the title in his daughter's name when he died. © 
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7 | MY TWO YEARS OF ARMY 1917-1919 Oo 

| My army experience began in 1915 with my weekly attend- © | 

ance at Army Instruction at the University of Wisconsin, 

a where I served as a corporal. © 

Then in July 1916 I spent the month at Plattsburg, New | 

York, attending Civilian Officers Training Camp. We did 

| close order drills and took long hikes in the hilly country 

| around Plattsburg. The camp lies on the west shore of beautiful 

Lake Champlain. ) 2 | 

At the camp I found friends namely Howard and Robert 7 

Ives of Cincinnatti who invited me to drive back as far as 

‘Detroit in a new Mercer car their father had left with them 

7 at the camp. First, we took a boat or ferry from camp south 

@ to the end of Champlain and then through Lake George, which a 

was the world's most beautiful lake in my opinion. ae | 

When war was declared in April 1917 I dropped out of 

| all civilian classes and entered the full time service in | 

Student's Officer Training Corp until the following June. 

I spent June in Burlington in pursuit of Edith Dixon © 

| with some success. We became engaged the next December. | 

About July first, 1917, I travelled to Texas to enlist | 

in Captain Flemming's Company A of the Fifth U.S. Engineers 

regular army. My motivation was that this seemed to be the 

quickest way to get to action in France. That proved wrong. | 

My Company A companions were old time regular army © 
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_ servicemen excepting for a few new recruits like me who had 

eo recently enlisted. I started as a private, but I was in | 

the front rank of my squad. I had the advantage of my University | 

of Wisconsin and Plattsburg military training. And soon 

advanced to corporal and by November I was advanced to the | 

high rank of First Sergeant in the regular army. | 

| My first month at Corpus Christi was painful physically - 

for me. I was not accustomed to the heat of Texas or the | 

sand under foot on our long marches in the hot sun with temp- | 

| eratures well above 100°. | | 

Also we were engaged in digging a set of sample trenches | 

| in the rock hard dry soil. Picks and shovels raised blisters 

all over my hands and the long marches did the same on my 

@ | feet. I recall counting over 20 big blisters between my ae 

| feet and hands at one time. But I soon learned how to puncture | 

each new blister with a needle to drain it and then protect | 

the skin with adhesive tape until it healed! In fact, I - 

don't recall ever feeling as physically fit as I became after - 

the first month there in the army. | | | | 

The pay as a private at that time was one dollar per 

day plus "three squares (meals) a day" and a cot. 

a We were housed in an empty County Fair Exhibit Building | 

which gave us shade but little protection later in the autumn 

when the season for "Northers" started to blow. These high 

winds accompanied by colder temperatures really chilled us 

to the bone. And the wind carried heavy layers of dust which 
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@ penetrated everywhere. But we never felt stronger or better, 

: before or after. 

During the heat of summer I would go for a swim in the oo 

Gulf each evening after our days activities and then a shower | 

, to carry off the salt. We were beset by tarantulas and scorpions 

wherever we went. The big spiders I learned later, were } 

harmless but the sting of a scorpion was painful. To avoid > 

them we carefully shook out our underclothes and socks and | 

| shoes to be sure they were not harboring scorpions. a 

While I was enjoying a furlough at Burlington over Christmas 

1917, I received orders to report to Officers Third Training | 

Camp at Camp Lee, Virginia. | 

I had had opportunitites to enter the two earlier Training 

@ Camp Schools but turned them down in favor of what I considered . 

an earlier chance to get into the active war in France. This - — 

time I accepted. | | 

In April, late April, I got my commission as a Second - 

Lieutenant of Engineers and came home again for a two week | 

leave. | | | | 

Edith and I were engaged and she had also come home 

from Iowa University. We enjoyed a drive to Camp Dodge to 

deliver Carl's Ford pickup to him. The road sides were covered 

by blooming wild roses everywhere. No paving anywhere. A 

long days drive. We stayed in Des Moines at her Uncle Harry 

Parsons home overnight. | : 
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; | At the end of my leave, I received orders to report | 

© to Camp Funston Kansas to serve in the 530 Engineers Service 

Battalion. This turned out to be composed of black inducties 

privates with white sergeants and officers. The blacks were 

largely country boys from the deep south. Many had never | 

| owned shoes. They were good soldiers but very clumsy on 

their feet. | | | | 

| In June I got a weekend pass to go to Burlington and | 

Edith and I planned to be married the following weekend. 

- I did get another weekend pass and we were married on | 

Saturday evening June 29th at 101 Clay Street. Edith's Grandmother 

| had just died and therefore the wedding at 101 Clay Street. a 

We reported back to Camp Funston on early Monday morning. 

© I had engaged a room for us at Manhattan, Kansas. So my | 

schedule daily was to arise early enough, about 5:00 a.m. - | 

to get to Camp via interurban electric car for Reveille at | 

about 6:30 a.m. We had late retreat, about 7:00 p.m., because - 

mid-day in July was so hot that troops rested during mid- 

| day. So in the evening I arrived in Manhattan about 8:00 

| | p.m. for supper with Edith. Not much rest for me on that | 

schedule. | 

I went to the Camp Hospital to pay off some sick men 

and caught mumps. I was hospitalized and got to see more 

of Edith daily, she was allowed to visit. | | 

My outfit left for Port of embarkation on about July 

sixth and I went along. Somewhat crippled by mumps. We 
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_ sailed on the S.S. Maui on about July ninth for Brest, France. 

@ The ocean trip gave me a good rest. I enjoyed being on deck | 

most all day. The trip was rough and stormy, and Bill Phalan 

| my cabin mate, was sea sick most all the way. . - 

On the day before arrival at Brest we were reputed to 

have encountered several submarines and to have sunk one | 

of them. There were many alarms whichmeant our convoy would 

break formation each ship soing in a different direction : 

so as to reduce losses. We had no losses and landed at Brest | 

on a foggy morning which cleared to bright sunshine. | 

After a day at Brest we entrained for a trip to St. 

Nazaire, a port further south... a 

| Here our troops were employed in loading freight cars | 

6 bound for the front. _ | | be a ae 

| After a few weeks of this we again entrained on the — S | 

little French Railroad freight cars and moved toward the 

Verdun front line at Souilly, a village a bit south of Verdun, 

In a few days I marched the Company to the Village of Rattantout 

| on the Meuse River between Verdun and Saint Miheil also on oe 

the Meuse. a a | 

Here we were within a mile or two of the front lines. 

- We operated an ammunition dump and an Engineers Dump or supply 

base. | 

At night the sky to the north was illuminated by artillery 

fire of the Argone Forest front lines where American troops 

wereadvancing to the northward. ,



On several nights I hopped an ammunition truck bound 

@ for the lines and got right up to the front trenches. These 

were located in a formerly forested area. Now the trees 

| | had been reduced to stumps by artillery fire. I got back S | 

| to our shack by daylight. a 

Finally the rumor of "Armistice" spread one day and 

November llth arrived. The firing ceased all at once in - 

a great stillness. That night a French army mounted detatchment 

camped near us and celebrated "Armistice" by killing and | 

roasting one of their horses! | : 

I recall one late afternoon, while the firing was still = 

on, watching a German plane drop out of a cloud and attach OO 

each of three observation balloons above us. Each was burned 7 

up by incendiary bullets igniting the gas. The crew men | , 

® in each jumped and landed safely by parachute. It all happened 

: in about one minute. , - | - 

| The night after the Armistice, German troops were fraterni- | 

zing with American soldiers and enjoying our American mess. 

_ They had been living on soup for a long spell. - 

We spent that winter of 1918 in the mud at Rattantout 

where we had a group of German prisoners brought to us each 

| day to work in a small machine shop we had in charge. They 

were good mechanics and enjoying the status quo. Plenty 

to eat and no danger. | 

They craved cigarettes, which I could get and they made 

vases and cigar cases and ash trays for me in exchange for 
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_ cigarettes. And I brushed up on my conversational German 

@ speech. | | | 

| During the winter at Christmas I got. a three days pass 

to visit Paris. I saw the Follies Bergere and other sexy | 

sights Paris offered. But I also visited points of interest 

such as Versailles and several museums. | | 

I got in touch with George Dixon in March. By this | | 

time we had moved to Issuretille, further south. ‘George 

got a car anda corporal to drive us and we visited many - 

parts of the former front lines, some of which: George had 

served as an ambulance driver during the war. We spent a 

. week on this trip. I had a pass to go anywhere to seek a 

truck which had been stolen from my outfit. | 

@ Toward the tail end of our trip at Dijon we two sat 

| in a bar one night when in walked Norm Jones! It turned | 

| . out he had orders to go back to Burlington, for which I greatly 

envied him. I didn't get home until nearly three months | 

later, sailing on the world's largest ship, the Leviathon. | 

A day or two in Washington gave me my honorable discharge 

as a First Lieutenant of Engineers. And next day Edith met 

me at the Railroad station and I was back home! 7 |



. VALOR AWARD ABOUT 1953 | 
© | 

| Red Barker and the two boys had been with me enjoying 

a spring evening of fishing at Crystal Lake and were returning 

home in my car. When we reached the toll house on the Illinois 

side of the bridge the road was blocked with cars in both | 

traffic lanes, so I had to stop: After a moment, I noticed 

something exciting must be going on below the south side | | 

| of the bridge abutment. | | 

| So I got out to have a look for myself. At the river : 

edge were two uniformed policemen, looking out over the swollen 

river. There about fifty feet out was a person quietly floating 

downstream. | 

| I rushed down to where the cops were standing and said : 

© something like, "Aren't you going to rescue the person." oo 

| | They gave no answer. I noticed they had a coil of rope 

on the shore. So I grabbed one end of the rope, took off a 

my coat and jumped in. It took only a short swim to reach 

the body, which turned out to be a woman. Her fluffy clothing _ 

| seemed to keep her afloat. She was making no effort to swim. | 

On the return I only had to hold up the woman's head — 

and hold on to the rope. The policemen pulled us in. 7 

On the shore the cops laid the woman on a cement slab 

that was handy. They first laid her with her head up higher 

than her torso, so I told them to reverse her position so 

any water inside her lungs might run out. By that time I 
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~ figured that was about all I could do, so I returned to the 

@ car at the toll house and soon the road was clear and we 

drove back to town. | | 

After delivering the Barkers to their home I went home 

and found Edith in the living room. She was, of course, aan 

| surprised to see me soaking wet. I told her my story and 

put on dry clothes. a | ‘ 

| “We had KBUR on and directly they were speculating .on 

"who had rescued the drowning woman". It seems no one knew. 

Pretty soon Edith told me to call them and tell them the | | 

answer. Which I did. I explained what had happened, including 

| the cops in their blue uniforms nice and dry standing on 

shore watching me. A man of sixty years out in the water. 

@ KBUR said, "You don't expect us to put that on the radio 

do you?". I answered, "Put on what you like, I'm just telling — 

| you what happened." | | ; | ~ | 

I suppose there must have been a newspaper article on 

: the story, but I don't know where to look for a copy. a 

A few weeks later I received a letter from the Governor 

| inviting me to attend a ceremony at the Iowa State Fair later 

that summer to receive an "Award for Valor" from the Governor. 

We took our two grandsons to the Fair grandstand where several 

people were invited to the podium or platform where we sat. 

The Governor recited briefly the account of the event leading 

_ to the recognition. Then he pinned a small gold button 

on each recipient's lapel inscribed "For Valor Iowa" which



> reposes in my cuff bottom box on my bureau. 

: I have no record of the name of the woman, but a couple 

of weeks after the event the husband and daughter came to 

my office to thank me. The patient fully recovered. 
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~. ALDO AND CARL SKATING ACCIDENT 

@ 
Early in the years right after our Grandparents died 

and we moved into the big house at 101 Clay Street came a 

winter ice storm which left us a layer of solid ice about 

two inches thick which covered all. | | 

Our south lawn became a pretty good ice skating rink. | 

One evening after supper Aldo and Carl received permission 

to go out skating in the yard. 

| | Darkness fell and the boys had not returned so Father | 

stepped out on the side porch to call them to come in. He 

soon heard faint distant answers from the front yard. Walking 

was treacherous and he returned to put on hob-nailed boots 

/ and to get a rope and an axe. The boys answers came from 

@ | over the bluff edge. He cut steps on the sloping lawn and es 

| anchored his rope on a tree. He reached young Carl who was | 

| about ten years old, where Carl clung to a bush just above 

: the vertical stone cliff. 

Aldo had gone over the cliff and alighted, fortunately, | 

on a brush pile twenty feet below. He had not been injured 

and had removed his skates and used a skate blade to cut - 

steps up the pathway around the end of the cliff. By the | 

| time Father arrived Aldo was well on his way up the bluff. | 

Dad, of course, hauled the two well chilled boys up to level 

| ground and then home. : 

| They were put into a bathtub of warm water and told 

- their story. Carl had gone too far down the slope toward



| the bluff to recover. Then he fell to the ice and started 

© to slide down. Aldo tried to help but could not so together 

| they slid down toward the edge. Carl succeeded in holding 

onto a small bush, but Aldo went on over! 

By good fortune, our hired man, Nels, had thrown brush | 

| and limbs over the cliff at this point and that pile cushioned 

Aldo's landing. : 

| By next morning the boys were fit as a fiddle and had | 

an exciting story to tell their schoolmates. | : 

© | 
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