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WALTER SCOTT— 
LOVER OF TREES *~ 

Re 
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a y grt : lak, AS al Wisconsin Academy 
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(I should have rebuked this trifling with language, if our land- 
but candidates for the record book. lady’s daughter had not asked me just then what I meant by put- 
I see him producing articles and ting my wedding ring on a tree.) 
presenting speeches to encourage ‘Why, measuring it with my thirty-foot tape, my dear,’ said I. ‘I 
the preservation of significant Wis- | have worn a tape almost out on the rough barks of our old New 
consin trees. I see him perusing England elms and other big trees.’ ”’ 
stacks of state history books for Walter Scott began putting his ‘‘wedding ring’ on Wisconsin 
tidbits of information to distinguish trees forty years ago, to measure trunk circumferences and deter- 
a tree as famous or historic. mine their eligibility for the big tree record book. It started in 

Such appreciation and advocacy 1941 after the American Forestry Association initiated a big tree 
for trees is remarkable and unusual contest. At that time, Fred G. Wilson, the Wisconsin Conservation 
but not unique. Walter had many Department's chief of cooperative forestry, was put in charge ofa 
precedents from which to draw in- __ program to collect information on record Wisconsin specimens. 
spiration. Consider Oliver Wendell Walter enthusiastically measured them and submitted nominations 
Holmes conversing with fellow until he was drafted into the army in 1943. On returning to WCD in 
boarders in The Autocrat of the 1946, he inherited the job of big tree record-book keeper and 
Breakfast Table: kept it for 28 years, until his retirement in 1974. 

“‘T wonder how my great trees The purpose of the champion tree program is to focus attention 
are coming on this summer?’ on trees—their pleasantness, inspiration and worthy companion- 

‘Where are your great trees, ship in our environment. Again, Oliver Wendell Holmes ex- 
Sir?’ said the divinity student. pressed it this way: 

‘Oh, all around about New Eng- ‘‘ ‘Don’t you want to hear me talk trees a little now? That is one 
land. I call all trees mine thatI have of my specialties.’ 
put my wedding ring on, and I (So they all agreed that they should like to hear me talk about 
have as many tree wives as Brig- trees.) 
ham Young has human ones.’ ‘I want you to understand, in the first place, that I have a most 

‘One set's as green as the other,’ intense, passionate fondness for trees in general, and have had 
exclaimed a boarder, who has several romantic attachments to certain trees in particular. Now, if 
never been identified. you expect me to hold forth in a scientific way about my tree 

‘They're all Bloomers,’ said the lovers, to talk, for instance, of the Ulmus Americana, and describe 
young fellow called John. the ciliated edges of the samara, and all that, you are an asinine 
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individual, and I must refer you to a dull friend who will discourse 7 = 
to you of such matters. What should you think of a lover who Wisconsin 
should describe the idol of his heart in the language of science. ~ 

‘No, my friends, I shall speak of trees as we see them, love big tree 
them, adore them in the fields, where they are alive. . .’”’ e 

Walter Scott heralded tree love stories like the one about the society 
Dean Oak whose owner, Charles K. Dean of Boscobel, bequeathed 
his favorite tree and the land on which it grew so that no future m ‘Hunting big trees is awe inspir- 
owner could abuse it. But trees are often endangered by human ing,"’ says Chad McGrath, one of 
expedience and Walter also mourned the tragic demise of magnif- the founders of the recently organ- 
icent trees that were cut down uncompromisingly. For example, a ized Wisconsin Big Tree Society. 
giant hackberry was felled in 1950 despite local residents’ objec- “Standing next to a champion hum- 
tions—in order to widen highway 30. bles anyone.”’ 

Yet overall, identifying historic trees and encouraging their Six tree enthusiasts met last Sep- 
preservation is a Wisconsin tradition. Increase Lapham, the state’s tember in Wisconsin Dells to orga- 

earliest scientist and scholar, wrote in 1856: nize the society. ‘‘The purpose of 
“Trees, besides being useful, are ornamental; they enter the group is to bring together peo- 

largely into the material of the landscape-gardener. Desolate in- ple interested in the history and 
deed would be our dwellings were their environs entirely tree- heritage of Wisconsin's trees and 
less. They are associated with our early recollections and become forests,'’ says Jerry Lapidakis, DNR 
in a great degree companions of our lives; and we unconsciously private forestry specialist and 
form strong attachments for such as grown near our homes, thus keeper of the state champion tree 
increasing our love of home, and improving our hearts.” records. 

Lapham, as chairman of Wisconsin's first forestry commission, wes . 
in 1867 again counseled tree preservation in the ‘‘Report on the aos Res a" Jia 
Disastrous Effects of the Destruction of Forest Trees, now going on a te aro iM) " 
so rapidly in the State of Wisconsin."’ > te a 

Ernest Brunken, secretary of the special forestry commission at ———— lh 74 } 
that drafted legislation to establish Wisconsin's original forestry fo hoe eo lg” 4 
program in 1898, also saw the importance of preserving trees. In ) ai Te aS ee a 
an article about ‘‘Some Remarkable Trees in the Vicinity of Mil- Dace st Cae 
waukee,’’ he writes of notable trees and suggests that ‘‘it would — Ee "3 
be well if a record of them was made by people interested in fine cae —_—_ 3 
trees): 

Walter did his share of recording such trees. In December 
1974, school children studying the history of Walter’s home neigh- : a 5 : 
borhood along the southwestern shore of Lake Mendota, asked his ze tilesisgua tae gtiy Gaal 
help in locating large oaks that might have ‘‘witnessed’’ the re- rear are Ted Pyrek, Fred Peter and 
treat of Black Hawk and his followers in July 1832. Walter went one Robert Mahotka. On the right, Tim 
step further and spent the Christmas-New Year's holiday con- Yanacheck and Jerry Lapidakis. 
ducting an extensive survey of all trees within a one-mile radius. 
He measured and recorded more than 700 trees, then compared This group will cooperate with 
his observations with those made in 1835 by government survey- DNR’s Bureau of Forestry in coordi- 
ors. Not only did he locate large and historic trees as requested, nating the Wisconsin champion tree 
but he also came to some interesting conclusions about changes in program. Members will also pro- 
vegetation that had occurred during the 140-year interval. mote the protection and wise use of 

The year of the American Bicentennial, Walter conducted a Wisconsin's forests. 
survey of oak trees within an eight-mile radius of the state Capitol “We will inform the public about 
in search of 200-year-old and older oaks. His list upon completion the importance of our trees by re- 
included 365 of the great trees. lating their history to our state’s fu- 

In fact, it is not surprising that Walter, when pressed by a ture,’’ says McGrath. ‘That may 
newspaper reporter one Arbor Day, chose oak as his favorite help us put today into the frame- 
Wisconsin tree. It wasn't that he neglected other species—his work of forever.” 
backyard arboretum at Hickory Hill House contained more than Other organizers of the group in- 
100 different species. Nevertheless, I can believe that it was oak clude Tim Yanacheck, Madison; 
which he enjoyed planting most, for, as Washington Irving ob- Ted Pyrek, Horicon; Fred Peter, 
served long ago in Forest Trees: Marshfield; and Robert Mahotka, 

‘He who plants an oak looks forward to future ages, and plants West Salem. 
for posterity. Nothing can be less selfish than this. He cannot ex- For more information on the 
pect to sit in its shade, or enjoy its shelter: but he exults in the group contact Jerry Lapidakis, 
idea that the acorn which he has buried in the earth shall grow up DNR, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707 
into a lofty pile, and shall keep on flourishing, and increasing, and (608-266-2289). mm 
benefiting mankind, long after he shall have ceased to tread his 
paternal fields.’’ my 
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CIR. CROWN DATE 
5 @ 4.5 HT. SPREADPOINT NOMI- 

W ISCON S | N S (in) (ft) (ft) = TOTAL LOCATION NOMINATOR _ NATED 

Alder 26.0 43 19 73.8 Green Bay J. Krawezyk 3/25/80 

RECORD ash 
Black 80.0 105 38 194.5 Washburn Co. J. Varro 7/16/81 

TREES Black 84.0 101 30 193.0 Washburn Co. J. Varro 7/16/81 

3 Blue 70.0 39 37 118.3 Madison C. A. Lukas 12/7/84 

NATIVE TO THE U.S. Green 192.0 63 96 279.0 Rock Co. T. J. Rausch 1979 
aa —-- White 133.0 90 82 243.5 Madison B. Van Pelt 1/9/85 

fs * ara ea SNA Rego White 150 72 77 241.3 Milwaukee D.E. Vogelsand 7/16/84 

1 ett Ves Wl Ace Aspen 
EN Seay \ Eco NNS A : Big tooth 96.3 114 43 221.0 ChippewaCo. _ B. Marinello 1/7/85 

oe a a 1 Se Quaking 95.0 104 43 209.8 ChippewaCo.  R. Lindberg 10/23/61 
ee ae | ee Sia Baldcypress 1295 46 41 184.8 Kenosha Co. A. Schallock 4/19/62 

a | (et ab) cas Basswood 
f . ae Fes American 227.0 55 100: 307.0 Dane Co. R. Van Pelt 2/20/75 

baie Fy be “ American 18206112 «49 306.3 Forest Co. W. H. Dixon 10/19/84 

P or Beech 
w i. American 113.0 86 57 213.3 Milwaukee M. Kreul 1/3/64 

Blue 29:0 30). 33 67.3 Outagamie Co. R. Fischer 4/10/81 

Birch 

Paper 1570-77 36 242.4 GreenLake Co. T. Eddy & 4/10/81 

T. Jankowski 

River 136.0 63 90 221.5 Vernon Co. J. Melton 4/84 

Sweet 48.0 50 43 108.8 Poynette K. W. Wood 9/26/85 

Yellow 143.0 75 50 230.5 Vilas Co. R. Redding 12/5/66 

Boxelder ATB0S TTS 273.8 Waukesha D. Faring 9/12/83 
Wisconsin’s record white spruce. (S. Binnie) 

a gee Buckeye 
- Sie eS Ohio 99.0 67 46 177.5 Brown Co. W. E. Scott 7/61 

AS Yellow 47 51 381 106 Poynette K. W. Wood 9/27/85 

ae A Yellow 148.0 49 29 104 Poynette K. W. Wood 9/27/85 

i gq Butternut 112.0 86 66 214.5 Oconto Co. R. W. Cook 4/3/74 

=— Catalpa 
‘ Northern 2140 49 68 280.0 Walworth Co. E. Hasselkus 7/18/78 

é Juniper 
E. red cedar 88.0 64 35 160.8 Grant Co. C. Hollingsworth 2/18/83 

% Cedar 

. pain tj N. white 149.0 92 28 248.0 Manitowoc Co. K. D. Healy 6/17/66 

ee Ne Cherry 
=e \ = Black 995 84 33 Madison M. Kindschi 12/26/85 

SS a Choke 27.3 30 35 66.0 Milwaukee Co. Unknown 10/18/81 

f ra i rp . Pin 36,0" 345" 227. 76.3. Marathon Co. B. Pearson 9/8/56 

‘ i Chestnut 
; Eva American 136.0 76 68 229.0 LaCrosse Co. J. Melton 7/1/83 

ae | Coffeetree 
1 Kentucky 61.0 81 42 152.5 Marathon Co. C. McGrath 6/85 

State’s biggest honey locust. Cottonwood 
Photo by Mary Ann Kroehn Eastern 322.0 106 85 449.3 Dodge Co. T. Pyrek 9/15/83 

Eastern 278 136 132 447.0 Marquette Co. J. Kronschnabel 7/1/78 

Eastern 296 126, 91 445.0 Platteville R. Camp 1/11/67 

Cucumbertree 69.0 57 42 136.5 Spring Green C. Winther 6/5/84 

Elm 

American 216.0 75 100 316.0 LaCrosse Co. J. Davis 8/84 

Slippery 119.5 88 40 217.5 lowa Co. M. Kindschi 10/23/85 

Fir 
Balsam 51.0 81 16 136.0 Marathon Co. C. McGrath 6/1/85 

Balsam 66.0 65 16 135.0 Price Co. R. J. Prohaska 8/11/83 

3 \ White 840 79 35 174.5 Madison 4/24/84 

a KOU \ Ve Douglas-fir 87.0 76 42 173.5 Walworth Co. B. Thomas 7/18/78 

accel SSRI Hackberry 210.0 82 76 311.0 Rock Co. R. Camp 7/1166 
OA Re BONY Hawthorne 
mesma die NT ry fe A\\ Downy 107.0 35 60 157.0 Milwaukee Co.  W. Scott 8/6/61 

ae NO ) Hemlock 
Eo] Eastern 124.0 101 44 236.0 Door Co. R. Van Pelt 5/1/84 

lr des re 4 Hickory 
ame . Bitternut 124.0 80 71 221.8 Madison M. Cisewski 6/19/84 

Shagbark 145.0 82 60 242.0 Dane Co. B. Van Pelt 3/12/84 

Record shagbark hickory. Shellbark 64.0 46 50 122.5 DaneCo. Mrs. R. Pauli 3/25/84 
Photo by Mary Ann Kroehn Honeylocust 
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CIR. CROWN DATE 

@45 SPREADPOINT NOMI- 
(in) HT. (ft) (ft) TOTAL LOCATION NOMINATOR _ NATED 

Common 134.0 60 80 214.0 Dane Co. W. E. Scott 9/7/70 4 ee ie 2. 

Thornless 151.0 60 55 224.8 Madison W. E. Scott 8/1/65 ~ bi “ Bp a 

tronwood = 71.0 49 43,—S «130.8 Kewaunee Co. D.Marsh = 10/12/64 aS Jeane OP ube: ~y 

Black 176.0 60 40 246.0 Milwaukee Co.  R. Thuron 12/2/83 Ales UNA 
MES LEER EE eee | We. Ws 

Black 152.0 69 61 236.3 Washington Co. H. Wachsmith 6/62 BN Sa Si 
Red 127.0 93 «42 230.5 Langlade Co. G. Francisco 2/5/79 2 . 

Silver 252.0 96 76 366.5 Jefferson Co. W. Seybold 6/3/66 > 

Sugar 165.0 104 76 288.0 Waupaca Co. B. Carlson 11/10/81 

‘MountainAsh 35 29 26 70  PortageCo. = M.Kindschi = § 2/5/86 

ROLLIE DE AE SE OE EO eee ES 
Red 112.0 45 40 167.0 Buffalo Co. E. D. Godel 6/24/70 
ORME ET LEP RIE IO LEE TS OIE RE SIRE IEE IR SS OORT LNS 
Basket 46.0 50 34 104.5 Poynette K. W. Wood 9/27/85 

Black 166.0 82 91 270.89 lowa Co. J. Widder 6/9/83 
Bur 227.0 68 88 317.0 Waukesha Co. 1/9/85 

Chinkapin 118.0 80 51 210.3 Waukesha Co. P. Buckley, 2/21/83 

al Buehike'& This record Wisconsin northern 
M. Kiehert pin oak has a 67-foot crown. 

N. pin 165.5 73, «61 253.8 Sauk Co. G. F. Schulter 6/20/84 

N. Red 182.0 86 80 288.0 Shawano Co. M. Freberg 7/1/83 en 1 FRR oe 
Pin 101.0 86 81 207.3. Dane Co. R. Van Pelt 1/1/84 = Sy 3e $ ssh S 

Shingle 90:04 37 31 Poynette M. Bozttger and 9/27/85 * é Pot S i 
K. Wood \ we ae * 

Swamp white 174.0 60 71 251.8 Rock Co. T. Rausch 10/18/60 Posy 
White 175.0 98 84 294.0 Sheboygan Co. 9/1/83 Sa ar ean Pr os ea 
Osage-orange 116 38 40 164 Poynette © = ~— K.W.Wood 9/26/85 PENS yee a: ee 
Persimmon i aes RS j : 1 ee, Fs) piss 
Common 30.0 30. «16 64.0 Milwaukee E. Hasselkus 12/2/83 > cS e 

Pine 2 aR Se 3 Tee 
E. white 210.0 148 56 372.0 Forest Co. A. J. Gumberg 4/1/65 “ 

Jack 69.5 97 834 174.5 Douglas Co. S. Nielson 10/31/85 

Limber 52.0 50° 35 110.8 Madison B. Van Pelt 3/1/84 3 o 

Limber 54.0 52 33 114  Poynette K. Wood 9/26/85 Se vf 
Pitch 59.0 57 27 122.8 Sauk Co. H.F. Williams 5/25/60 ra SS ht | 
Ponderosa 70.0 63 32 141.0 Madison B. Van Pelt 3/1/84 aa ese | aa " 
Red 103.2 135 37 247.0 Douglas Co. Dr.S. Nielsen 10/3/84 PGT eet Se SS Pag cn ee 
Red 109 127 35 244.8 Douglas Co. Dr. S. Nielsen 6/2/85 

Red 116 118 35 243.0 Douglas Co. Dr.S.Nielsen 10/3/84 State’s largest black walnut 
Poplar z x ee measures over 13-feet in 

Balsam 95.0 100 38 2045 LangladeCo.  G. Francisco 6/1/76 circumference. Photo by Ellen 
White 251.0 96 79 3666 FondduLacCo. T. Pyrek 9/83 ee 

Eastern redbud _— 68.0 28 440 106.0 Columbia Co. E. Hasselkus 8/10/66 A list of records waiting to be 

Serviceberry 46.0 51. «-26-~—«103.5_JeffersonCo. _E. Hasselkus seq broken. Tree hunters are 
‘Spruce searching. 
Black 55 65 18.5 125.0 Douglas Co. Dr. S. Nielsen 10/31/85 eg bet Pof73 

Col. blue 71.0 71 26 148.5 Shawano Co. E. Godel 6/27/61 Sie 4 * eae 
Norway 141.0 84 66 241.5 Richland Co. R. Nig! 1/8/73 aes i j qa 

White 103.5 109 32 220.0 Douglas Co. Dr. S. Nielsen 6/20/85 Pa ey Ee 
Sumac 30.0 25 25 61.3 Rock Co. M. J. Williams 5/1/81 eS a ; } bs 

American 167.0 115 73 300.3 Waupun T. Pyrek 9/13/83 eee ey S03 ba 

Tamarack ADO 7A SS) 201.0 Price Co. R. F. Wendt 1954 A ‘ iA e hs is Ny 

Tree of Heaven 66.0 48 42 124.5 Kenosha P. Sander 7/3/65 at & in pg 

Walnut eee i i Fe ges eis 
Black 146.0 92 78 257.5 Kenosha Co. P. Ramonowski 12/1/81 ae ‘ 

Willow ‘ ‘Bes 

Black 264.0 76 94 363.5 Fond duLacCo. T. Pyrek 2/17/84 iy, 

Yellowwood ie 

American 127.0 54 51 193.8 Madison M. Cisewski 6/19/84 

Yellow-Poplar S082 ssi 125.8 Dodge Co. T. Pyrek 1/1/80 a 

*Trees within five points of the champion are listed as co-champions. s ‘ 

Band? Fourth largest Wisconsin 
Compiled by Jerry Lapidakis, DNR Private Forestry Specialist basswood. 
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m People who stalk champion trees 

often find unexpected rewards. In- 

stead of a trophy, tree hunters’ 

prizes are excitement, satisfaction 

and, if they’re lucky, a champion 

tree certificate. 

Ted Pyrek of Horicon discov- 

ered that good things sometimes 

come in pairs. He trekked out to 

Taycheedah to measure one cham- 

pion and ended up with two. The 

Fred Hansen property in the town 

of Taycheedah, near Fond du Lac, Monica Nehm, 
boasts the National Record white editorial assistant 
poplar. This mighty tree is cur- 

rently a National Champion. ‘‘When ‘ a sr 5 +. & 

I went out to measure the poplar, I ty *’ = [0 om 3 

discovered the state record black “a a GS " Bo ote 
willow,’ says Pyrek. a et Le ZB ba 2 

When Tom Eddy of Green Lake jj Ey A ‘Sy Fb 
wandered the woods southeast of re wt (ER te 
his home town, he came upon a J , , C 7 2 i 2 4 

magnificent paper birch tree. ‘To i % \. za oy 

completely encircle the trunk Bes Ly oe” 
would require three people with gee X i 

my arm span,”’ recalls Eddy. With J Vide we 

his friend Tim Jankowski, he re- % 3 a 

turned in fall to measure the tree. ry = gia 3 
“Not understanding the growth a ee 

rate of birch trees, we speculated : - 3 Pe m 

this birch may have been a young =. 

sapling when the first European ; 1) 

traveled through the region.” The a i mm 
following fall, Eddy and his ad- Pe 4 

vanced biology students measured “ - 

the tree. Jankowski and Eddy nomi- ~ * 

nated the tree, which became the : 

state champion paper birch. r p 

When DNR asked Brian i ; y os 
Marinello of Chippewa Falls to re- Preemie. oS 

measure. the state record quaking joe j — 
aspen, he decided to do more than te PY : \ 

that. He set out to find his own Dies a iS 

champion. ane 

The forester measured a red ma- 

ple near Chippewa Falls that beat says a hopeful Marinello, ‘‘and I Beles oiled ae noe 
the old record by more than 40 think my tree, with closer measure- },45 discovered two elampiene! 
points. ‘I lived with my glory for 24 ment, can beat the current 

hours,’’ says Marinello, believing champion.” 

he had found his champion until he Dr. Scott Nielsen of Superior be- 

called Madison and discovered that came attracted to big trees while 

anew champion red maple in Rich- working with bald eagle habitat re- 

land County scored over a 100 quirements. ‘‘Large, mature trees 

points more than his tree. Later, the provide nesting and denning sites 

misidentified ‘‘red maple”’ of Rich- for numerous animals and birds,”’ 

land County turned out to be a sil- says Nielsen. ‘'I look at trees as a 

ver maple. barometer of our long term envi- 

“The current champion red ma- ronmental health. Just as the eagles 

ple is still in Langlade county,” and other top-of-the-food-chain rap- 
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tors alerted researchers to the tree hunter. But he says the two 

harmful effects of pesticides before _ tasks have a distinct affinity for each 

severe damage was done to us, so other. 

hopefully watching the trees will RESO RY pm E 75 

alert us to any longer-term, slower- — Seeee\ . Ps Re ARS) 

acting, but just as potentially dam- Sen eee a 
aging environmental factors.” 5 Re oy ee team 
While Nielsen has nominated three ONE as bps FASS) 
champion trees and four co-cham- ek yoo: ean Ne 
pions, he considers himself more a A ae ) ie % 
documentor of habitat than a big & sa a oy RT cop 5 

ioe A SN SS a V4 rat hy ae 

YI ee Wee 
ee ay We le ae e 

Downtown oe ah mn | RET ahi Oe 1 | a as a 

or in the eae “s “i er aie ie pt Hey y aso He hi 
: 7 ae wae pe ee "4 eS backyard «6a | ict eal Me tae | ee Ap Ly Pe -sok 

3 Spee: || SR ba 

es ey) CT en Lae The state’s second biggest black oak 
px) | Sa eee and the hunters who found it, Tom 
a ee Se Eddy, on the left, and Tim Jankowski. 

cas ae sit fo a : Tim’s son, Ethan is in the branches. 

Rane as 6. s so The big city may seem an un- 
- g a } likely place to find a tree hunter, 

fone BEN || but Brian Barney stalks potential 

Kentucky coffee tree, oe eo champions in Milwaukee and its 
a backyard champion ca es re suburbs. He began this pursuit in 

at the home of Clyde and ta ee ed alt ® | 198] after reading an article about 
pra ee: eee eee ae lib a 2 tree-hunter Walter Scott. “'I like 

ee re Sr ee eed looking at a group of small trees 

and imagining how magnificent 

they’ll be when mature, their huge 

‘ : trunks rising towards the clouds. 
Chad McGrath, tree hunter These big trees,” Barney says, ‘‘in- 

Marshfield, hardly a name that elicits thoughts of big trees. Ducks | SPired me to pursue a career as an 
come to mind because the area has some excellent duck and goose | @rborist or a forester.” 
hunting. And medicine because one of the state’s best known clinics Barney likes to prowl the Mil- 
is located here. But big trees? The Marshfield area happens to have waukee River bottoms in search of 

two identified state champions. One is an “exotic,” or non-native, his record book candidate. Not 
European Mountain Ash. Located in town, on the corner of Arnold long ago he found an American 
and Oak Streets, this tree was a national champion for a couple of Elm there that seemed to fill the 
years before one in Montana hit the record books. The tree has a bill. He sent in the data, but it was 
chest height circumference of 73 inches, a height of 33 feet and a no go. Barney isn't discouraged 
crown spread of 28 feet. 5 ‘ : 

The other Marshfield area champion tree lives on the former es- | ‘hough. So f 
tate of Benjamin Franklin MacMillan. MacMillan was a lumberman “Tlike the historical value of big 
and figures prominently in the logging history of central Wisconsin. | trees,’’ he says. ‘‘When 1 look ata 
In 1873 he built a large and lovely house about five miles north of grove of tall trees, I feel I’m experi- 
town, a house that has been the home of the Clyde and Nancy encing the same awe Thoreau and 

Wynia family for the past 19 years. Clyde and Nancy are renaissance Aldo Leopold must have felt as they 
folks. Given their inquisitiveness, it's logical that they would eventu- viewed those magnificent trees. In 

ally identify most of the flora on their land. This inquisitiveness led to that sense, it's almost like going 
eventual identification of their Kentucky coffee tree as a state cham- back in time.”’ 
pion. It measures 61 inches in circumference and is 81 feet high. Barney says he'll keep looking. 

He knows there's a record some- 

where in that river bottom. ™ 
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m Recently an acquaintance asked 
what I had planned for the week- 
end. My reply: ‘I'm going tree 
hunting.’’ Her look was so puzzled, 
I knew I was talking to yet another 
of the uninitiated. 

“T’m going to look for the big- 

gest tree in the state, or even the 
nation,’’ I explained. 

“Where do you do that?’’ she 
asked, still puzzled. 

“In the woods,”’ I answered, una- 
ble to resist stating the obvious. Chad McGrath, tree hunter 

My mistake! Now she thought I LOS “eo 
was kidding, so she asked again. re Ag ee XS | 

“What are you doing this th RRS 2, 2p cae 
weekend?” bel ias aoe a, i is 

“Honest, I'm going up to the al RON Le + \: Cio 
Nicolet to try to find a great big aS St fae: , ed ; 

black spruce that I remember see- Dy, a Eat Bs. vo ? es F 

ing years ago while | was hunting. be hie Ries “os Pe 
If I find it I'll measure its height, tt) i. Soe ee i 
circumference and spread and see -_ She > < y= bi 
if it’s bigger than the one in the Na-_ ; Wy a “0 21 en 
tional Register of Big Trees. If it is, i ¢ ie 
I'll send the measurements to the ot > | L ; 
folks in Washington, D. C. who en wend , 
keep the records.” a I oe 

We talked a little longer, and : 7 2) | 
when we parted, I think she had a rps | a 
better idea of what big tree hunters OM ole, 
do. But she never did understand ey che 
why. That's the usual reception for 2 ee f 
those of us who explore with tape eu = fe b 
measure and hypsometer. None of af 
us has exactly the same motive, yet y “4 
there are common threads. & 

Mostly, there's a sense of fasci- i 
nation and discovery. I've talked to ~~ , 
several seekers who describe the t ae > 
same excitement—those butterflies (Rees 
in the stomach—when they gaze on Sima a ad 
a newly-spotted tree that seems to mE n 
hold promise asa champion. Their gimme : 
pace quickens as they close the : ey, 

yards to the trunk, their hands fum- at . = 
ble for the tape measure; they fre- pe 
quently stumble hurrying to wrap - ata 
the tape around the trunk. Satisfac- : 

es ae eee 38 Chad McGrath and red pine: “‘a feeling of awe.” 

Notoriety is also a part ofit.Ego area. Historians are interested too. wagon train, prairie fire and sod 
is involved and competition. Justas Trees and people are never too far busters, Model T’s and airplanes. 
anglers are disinclined to disclose _— apart and their histories intertwine Nothing else alive spans such time, 
their special section of trout stream, like shade and sunlight under an _ reaches higher, nor weighs more. 
so too, do tree hunters have certain old maple. Standing next to such a tree hum- 
secrets The feeling of awe our quarry _ bles anyone and maybe helps us 

There is also a a scientific mo- arouses is the overriding sensation put today into the framework of for- 
tive. Biologists, dendrologists,and _ for big tree hunters. The setting ever. That which is precise and 
ecologists are all interested in the where we search is invariably noted in feet and inches, to be com- 
range of plant communities and lovely, be it deep woods or subur- pared with black and white num- 
specific plants. They study where ban lawn. Framed by such settings, bers on a list; all this provides 
each grows best. Records of where _ our subject is often a unique, mas-_ sharp contrast to these feelings of 
the biggest trees grow can tell sive living thing of considerable awe and thoughts of the 
scientists a great deal about the age. The history it has seen! Old immeasurable. mm 
soils and climate of a particular oaks have witnessed Indian and 
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a John Muir when expressing his af- 

The ki ndest cut: finity for nature would love to say, 

= “We all travel the Milky Way to- 

a a 5 gether—men and trees.” 

Some men are bigger than 

i Nn Ss n Ss others and some trees are much 

bigger than others. This one was in 

world ee mw The biggest tree I ever met was 
a the champion white pine on the 

Brule River. When I first saw it in 
September of 1982, it was 160 feet 

a = tall, more than 18 and one-half feet 
in circumference and had an aver- 

W h te a n eS age crown spread of 55 feet. It was 
@ @ @ achampion tree, the biggest white 

pine in the world, but it was a 

R. Bruce Allison, Madison arborist champion in trouble. After five hun- 
% Ay f eg un dred years of lifting wood upward, 

4 ra : e} Lh e some of that tree was starting to fall 
ihe y “Fa bE Pe; back down. 

, 4 i te eS In the condition that I found it, 

LAS ya lay ae te he ss the tree posed an unacceptable 
* he im. a A AA aA we threat to a fish hatchery building 
eos ‘2 2 kh : hehe nearby and to those who worked 

: eS Po there. It was doomed to be cut 
eS ie ari tas down—unless someone climbed 

Ne i 4 Sg iti wee oresie ema § the tree and pruned out the dead 
2 sh aS : at Ne es wood —a prospect that seemed im- 

SRE) OY an. Gs We ee fae §=possibly difficult. 
ee ; ae As owner of a tree service in 

= Woy ine, F ~*~ ; ro es oat ls Madison, I have been involved in 
Ok kN . 4 B Mee? i OLE countless limb removals, but never 

Pa NAY ee a. Ae > in my wildest fantasies did I ever 
eeey 8 A em Me be imagine working on a tree that was 

ee a aS hs Re four times the height of most urban 
eR r A g H AS OO = trees. The first limb was higher 

i Sea) RY a y y ae As Bra akg We than our tallest ladders. I wasn't 
ye es a - ER tee NYS even sure we had ropes long 

eA es Lae gs yy e TENS EL | » enough to do the job. Dead limbs 
pt ee i A. ey. iP : . eS Bey would have to be lowered piece by 

en Ge ee 4g erty Ne Py piece, because of the nearby 
Meer ae | AS erste. =<) building. 

Vevoe k i ‘ee AL Rk ry be But then, I reminded myself, this 
Be ree i . wa sige & Pes ty tree is a champion that has sur- 

od RS ‘. er Hee. b ae ea auger = Vived innumerable challenges, liv- 
¢ eek ms ie hea )) ing longer and rising taller than all 

WU eS Be i ie cote ths RAN others of its kind. Wasn't the 
yan te a 4 W ; Me, Ne tel f the champion t : epae SN: ah Pay fsa 4 message of the champion tree pro 

> eee § anu sete ae c\ See gram, at least in part, to laud such 
a a a « F La pod LAR = ® living examples of excellence as an 

yoy ae (ae Se ies, inspiration for all to rise above the 
+ ee fe 4 iste = average? 

h Att - Pigs Ci fs Wy That it was a demanding situation 
“a i is & : fede SX FS f| was all too obvious, but it was also 

se ? a \ we oa eae PN an opportunity. In fact, aonce ina 

Sh = * bt Soop g Pol (eee =lifetime opportunity. As a profes- 
MSGR 5 P iok Lae OO Fie ere sional arborist, I had the expertise 

lar ie ss Os gee. Wee ey ee and tools to try and save that tree. 
5 A} Pl =2GSh Did | have the courage and tenacity 

Tree expert Gregory Good begins his climb to the top to overcome the obstacles? I con- 
of the champion, tools dangling. tracted with the landowner and 
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PES ea ES SS i 
caretaker (they also wanted to save ue aie erga 
the tree) to return in autumn and do ASAI Bln, Sauna gee 
what I could. SP name Ok ei St 

In October, I returned with ex- ead 1] ‘ . peer rao: 
pert tree climber Gregory Good ee se ia) Reet 
and groundsman Mark Eggleson. ane i oS a a : 
We arrived on site about daybreak. }% a fl P athe) aos De 

As I walked up to the mammoth 5 ee hash hea Es ee 

white pine, craning my necktoget & a te | . ona ye ae 
a good look at the towering crown, & 9. umn Pee oN oes 
I quietly said to myself, ‘Now is the [Rie eas oon C—h—lrawOlTt—™ 
time, Allison. . ." This is a phot- Nagi Sea eee 
graphic chronicle of what es \ ae Bee _____ OBE - ae 

happened.m™ " ae oy na —_ = J Ye Sg 

nes PEA SUS ee. oY 
- os - =f “ Wi Soe eH x gle 

x lam: Upper left: The 160 foot high white pine dwarfs arborist R. Bruce Allison 
D th f as he ascends on a conventional-sized ladder. 

ea 0 a Upper right: Secured with ropes, Good saws branches from the top to 
Ch ampi on make room for later cuts. 

as r% 7 ety > - : 

It was in 1983 that Bruce Allison Shi sa Ga ae 
and his crew worked to save Wis- iA MRSS ame a 
consin’s magnificent champion mm} aM a eee SN 
white pine. But despite the effort, ei | i - Rs cal BY) 
the ravages of time and old age fi- a 4 STORY | ge BIS ees Nl 
nally won out. This winter the tree ep : : | eo ; 
was reported completely dead. . Sev | Ny é A 

It now stands as a stark reminder] "°-"§ * : ey eae = 
of the inevitable. The eventual fate : ae <i CAT pee 
of its giant skeleton is still unde- Sees ‘i aan 
cided, but its loss reminds us of ps Xs es ~ MI i ? 
one common law of nature: every = oe \ : ee 
living thing has its time, a begin- . . 
ning and an end. While the big : . 

ee. hanelae Stree Balanced between the forks, Good saws off a 10-foot chunk. 

and marvel at its majesty, history ety ae SRS " 
and mystery. Now another tree, lo- ta “ ed 

cated in Michigan, replaces it as Se Ra x es 

the national record holder. And an- =e is SE ee pap 
other replaces it in Wisconsin too. y . Bee . se Te “a 
Once again the MacArthur Pine in = s | ms NS See 
Forest County reigns as a state = oars Sls xe eee we 
record. Ironically, it was the previ- By Ee € if Pee 
ous champion before the Douglas ea ee ee ema ee ea 
County tree was registered. en GAL Gk et reads 2 oe 

ee NE ae Se 5 RK 

SS se OR : 

ws x a aa 

Aa jos r e 7 a 

Within four hours, the attempted rescue was nearly finished. The fish 

Photos by Mark Eggleson hatchery below was no longer threatened. 
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m@ Once you have sighted a poten- 

TAP E AN D R U LE i tial champion, it’s time to see if the 
@ giant measures up to your expecta- 

tions. With a flexible tape measure 
M EAS U R | N G and 12-inch ruler, you can take 

three vital statistics: 
5 1—CIRCUMFERENCE MEASURE- 

WISCONS IN S MENT—Using a flexible tape, mea- 
sure to the nearest inch the dis- 
tance around the trunk of the tree 

B IG G EST T R i ES at a point four-and-one-half feet 
above ground level. If the tree is 

Jerry Lapidakis, DNR Private Forestry Specialist | onaslope, measure from the 
SRI] are 8 egy << sggame ~—« Ground at the midpoint of the tree 

eu by nie? Bae nt. Me ZS 7 base. In the case of a growth or a 
AS a: at ois oy is sere 4 branch on the trunk at the four-and- 

aus Ses Bs ae end 8 “4 ae bs : (3 one-half foot level, measure the cir- 

€ Be ep Re aa Dae ie, cons Ph ¢ jess uF cumference just below and report 

Tee auaeek ‘ °C : ae ae Be bs Ft Ad 2b ae ie o re {\ ieee 

perme Re OE or VEL ee a 
cares Se Rah aiS ha ae ee er ot Se ee Sf \ Lappe: ie The Das 
Ke ER ech oi me, hag oe Ahn ¥ | pV ; 

Rt ae ae Boe ew} \ eee)” Wi E Were 
a Sa. nea a aaa eee eee a 
Say (ae oe Mae: ae Neen ~ eae FAS a 
Fd Bio Any : Cen, Sg es cae bie oie ae cia eee y 

ete. Hy 9 a Dae. a a ks my = ee: tg ee GS ~ % 
Sah care ns = le cee ee i . i : oe 

no Boe Ap ee a oe EF mete A certified tree inspector makes an 
, i « S ens F ee Me» official circumference measurement 

{ Cy ea a ees 4 ay m §=©four and one-half feet above ground 

Pa | te A = * 2 level. Photo by Scott Nielsen 

ete ay = : = the height at which the measure- 
rma ee ment was taken. For multi-trunked 

; a trees that branch below the four- 
and-one-half foot level, report the 

= circumference of the largest trunk 
4 at four-and-one-half feet. 

2—CROWN SPREAD—Set a stake di- 
rectly under the outside edge of 

: 4 the crown farthest from the trunk 
bs and another directly opposite it, 

again at the outer edge of the 
crown, on a line passing through 
the center of the tree. Next, set 

Set stakes marking the shortest diame- 
. : ter of the crown, also on a line 

eI } a 

oe pics 
Verifying tree measurements. Photo by Scott Nielsen { 5 “oT ) RGF 

Send nominations for native trees (those listed in Check List of Fiat t A tl =e 4A sn 
Native and Naturalized Trees of the United States (US Department 
of Agriculture Handbook No. 41) to Jerry Lapidakis at the Depart- 5 = 2 
ment of Natural Resources, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. For non- ahd Tee Seeing lami crisp 
native (exotic) trees, send nominations to Professor Edward R. smallest spread, measuring the 
Hasselkus, Department of Horticulture, University of Wisconsin- distance between them, and taking an 

Madison, 1575 Linden Drive, Madison, WI 53706. average. 
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passing through the center of the Exact location—county, township or 
tree. Measure both diameters to the municipality. In rural areas, report 
nearest foot with a tape measure. the section number, quarter section 
Add the two measurements to- and location in relationship to high- 
gether and divide the sum by two ways, farmsteads, woodlots or 
to obtain the average crown other geographic features. In urban 
spread. areas, report the street address 
3—HEIGHT—Stand far enough away and an indication of the tree’s loca- 
from the tree so that you can sight tion on the property such as back- 
both the base and the top of the yard or street tree. 
tree between the sighting marks on Name and address of owner. 
a 12-inch ruler held vertically inan Name and address of nominator. 
outstretched arm at eye level. Date of measurement. 
When this is accomplished, move Include comments on the tree’s 
the ruler forward or backward until condition, age, history and other 
the base of the tree appears across _ relevant information.m 
the zero gradation and the tip of the 
crown appears across the 10-inch 
gradation. Then, sight across the 5 z 

one-inch gradation and have a 
cain mark the correspond- Big tree program history 

ing point on the tree. The distance Trees have long been close companions of humankind, stand- 
from this point to the base of the ing strong through the rise and fall of governments. Some trees 
ee when measured to the nealeets “have grown to majestic heights and girths as living monuments to 
foot and multiplied by ten, gives a distant ‘i 
tree height estimate. A height mea- ace Dey iets 5 é ; 
suring instrument is more accurate In 1941, the Wisconsin Conservation Department, DNR 's prede- 

and its use is preferred. Be sure to  C@SSOF, began a state register patterned after the American For- 

report your method of measure- estry Association’s national program to record the largest tree of 
ment and have someone else verify each native and naturalized American species. Since then, the 

your results. register has added many new champions to its list. 

The program, now run by DNR, works to preserve these gentle 

giants by recording the tree’s name, rank and location while in- 

forming the public of new discoveries. 

Anyone can nominate a tree and the public is encouraged to 

participate. Merely submit the species name, exact location and 

ti measurements of the tree’s girth, height and crown spread. (See 

page 12.) 
The height of a tree can be determined 
by sighting with a 10-inch ruler and _ 2 aking sone messurenenspuse «= - BECOME a certified inspector 
ones tos asin my fo The appeal of Wisconsin’s majestic big trees seems unlimited, but 

methods. people qualified to verify their measurements are not. To correct 

These measurements add up to a this, DNR has launched a new volunteer program to verify champion 

point total using a system set up by ‘€e Nominations. 
the American Forestry Association: Applicants should have an interest in trees and the ability to mea- 
circumference in inches + one- sure and identify them accurately. DNR will provide training for 

quarter the crown spread in feet + __ those selected and certify them as Big Tree Inspectors. 

height in feet = total points. Check Inspectors will identify species and verify measurements of trees 

the current list of record native nominated for state championships in their area. Verification is an 

trees on page 5. If a tree you've important part of the record tree program. It helps insure preserva- 
measured ecems like a champion tion of unique specimens and at the same time promotes public 

contender, you'll need the follow- awareness of forestry and its place in our social and economic life. 
es ler aia information to nomi- Saving big trees for study is important to scientists who look at 

ldeenhcabon bon common and growth rates, longevity and soil types for clues about how to pro- 

scientific names, including species,  4¥ce similar giants through management. 
variety or cultivar designation. Re- Persons interested in becoming Big Tree Inspectors should send 
fer to a good tree identification their name, address and telephone number to Jerry Lapidakis, DNR 

book and if necessary, take a twig Bureau of Forestry, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. Include a brief 

and leaf specimen to an authority summary of why you are interested, your qualifications and the lo- 

for confirmation. cality in which you would be willing to verify nominations. 
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a m Harley MacKenzie, head of the 

: Wisconsin Conservation Depart- 
h i M ac Ke NZ j e ment from 1934 through 1942, loved 

trees. During his term as depart- 
§ ment director, he had more than 

700 species and varieties of trees 
Ce n te ir Ss and shrubs from around the world 

planted on the grounds of the state 
a game farm near Poynette. Those 

plantings—for demonstration, edu- 
cational and landscape purposes— 
have resulted in a significant 
number of champion trees ina 

Robert Wallen, Program Specialist ‘™@l! area. 
According to measurements 

taken in the early 1970s by M. Bo- 
ettger and Ken Wood, the arbore- 
tum contained 15 exotic Wisconsin 
champion trees. When planted, 

ss ee a : a) , some were so rare in Wisconsin 
j | Pip. VR UV Ve (fA? that just by surviving they have be- 
AG PA AL f 3 i Ets TS lpia a come the largest of their kind in the 

% lt VP fp > + YY OF LYE f ‘4 state. 
| a ; eS t ge Se’: The MacKenzie Environmental 

i Pa | ‘ wy LIA SGN A j Education Center, formerly part of 
yY ¥ 4 i e/ Ose a the state game farm, is now updat- 

mien TE | YY OSX. ieee ing the records of its champion 
y a me eo Of a Nf a trees as well as the other trees in 

Pat C tei (Ts Se lea the arboretum. Assistance for this 
leg a lier Mga. 8) a project has come from the Friends 
Cth ge bs i % js? pea of the MacKenzie Center and the 

ie PF ie Fy ~" _ Evjue Foundation, Inc., a charitabl Petal aoe: SA Ray mi Ie DUC a oueaD 
5 : d Ti Mts AS wei r “ extension of the Capital Times in 

Sah fh OSS fl ee. Madison. 
PENS E i" Li, A a, y rs . A preliminary survey by Ken 

, i i a 2 4 if id ¥ ‘ f Wood in 1985 showed that some of 
} se: “i PAR aad i Pe a : the champions are now dead, but 

ye i) : aaa ; asf - also that MacKenzie has some new 

‘ rh avg fi | ee ey ie f ? ones that were not measured Se RUB A iy ANE aS Me iy : 
\ LF i Me eiae is aes Li = earlier. 

4 ny i ae a : 4g Ya % Pi \ D> After completing the MacKenzie 
Bh | BR ae Se We Soh i‘ | arboretum survey, the center plans 
dy ae My re A Mg ~” to permanently mark the trees, 

b | i Seed me , 4 highlighting the champions. Then 
ut PAL hie n Ai 4 4 aN vaS V4 TaN L an updated arboretum guidebook 
a Meh Me ee: Vs it : LS A ARAN 4 | will be prepared. And of course, 
y ha | (i hi feed rh LEE TONE J some new trees may be planted. 
i Waly a al AA) y di DOS en a For more information, contact the 

PRUE fen ea tc. By \ yw A, any ra) “MacKenzie Environmental 
: it 7 Bras ae SU age mas Education Center, 

ae Wi eee =| Route 2. Box 225, 
Wilh H) aa a ea mY a es hee yf Poynette, WI 53955; 
Nee iY ee cue OF Raa (608) 635-4498. 
Wi ae easy Soe) {His ap epee. \\' ‘Ks RN A bP A WB La TAC AY AA z 

gee. 7) ‘ h 3 ey Vt yy 
iy ij aya , Mt gs ZA x DY A 

cou my Ve Ras AUN DUA ce Teh ART 

% Wi ke Ny eu LN i Sta 

F VPA, y i Se a fh * A aN ata 
aS, tk Bap A EAS ee eR 

Co a ee ae AN TE ibaa oe Photos by author 
Champion osage orange, a Wisconsin native. 
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