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In the village of Colfax, Wisconsin, there was a thriving business around the turn of the 

century that now remains only a memory. Colfax is a small town that sits at the mid-point 

between the equator and the North Pole. The Colfax Stone Company was in operation from 1900 

until the 1930's. The only major record of the sandstone quarrying company was written in 1925 

in a History of Dunn County (only one-half page). 

The following is an excerpt from that book: 

“The enterprise was started by William Lister, who came here from Maiden Rock, 

Pierce County, Wisconsin, in 1900, accompanied by O.W. Olson, and while 

prospecting in this vicinity, discovered a deposit of good building stone in a bluff 

one mile from the village. Securing title to the land, he established a quarry, which 

he operated alone for about eight years. At the end of that time he took in as ; 

partners Sam Conway of Eau Claire and John Peterson of Madison... The business 

is still conducted on the same basis, about 15 men on an average being employed 

in the quarries. O.W. Olson, who has been with the local concern since the 

beginning is manager of the yard and quarries.” 

The trail of information seems to end in 1925, but many of the people who were young 

then, are still in Colfax. Two of these people had many memories to share: Elmer Hill (my 

grandfather) and John Hammer (Elaine shared also). Most of the information that was learned 

about the quarries is from the three of them. 

The quarry is rather run down and over grown now, but is still visible from the road. On 

the next page are photographs of one section of the quarries.
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This next third picture is of a boarding house about a mile from the quarries that some of the 

quarry workers live at. It was then owned by a Peterson family. 

Te i 
: i al ‘ 

Ne + ss e j Sy 

E / :. . . 

i rama. f me . owe Lat ie 

bE Oe ee ‘ ae’ cae a 
a & a emt e E Lo oa 

sur eh ee Pe ae a rpm 

When the company was at its height, there were three quarry pits, each being about a half 

of a block long. The stone was drilled into by hand and it was dynamited loose. The sandstone 

was then cut out in ten foot long blocks, approximately three feet wide and three feet high. The 

workmen used a steel saw that resembled a crosscut saw to cut the blocks of stone. Notches were 

drilled in the upper part of the block for hooks to be set into the stone. The sandstone was then 

lifted onto underslung wagons by a hand-cranked crane. Four horses were needed to haul the 

stone into town. The drawing below is a tracing of my grandfather’s drawing that he made to 

illustrate what he meant by an “underslung wagon”. 
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Once the stone was in town, it was pushed onto large carts. The carts were on railroad 

rails that ran into the finishing shop of the yard. The shop was a shell-type building that had sides 

that were removed in the summer to help withstand the heat. Inside the shop was a steel saw that 

operated on a cradle. This saw had six to eight blades (no teeth) that just moved back and forth in 

a rocking motion. Water spigots were located above the cuts to keep the blade cool. These blades 

were approximately eight inches wide and quickly worn thin from cutting the stone. 

The face of the locally quarried sandstone was finished by hand. A wooden mallet about 

six inches in diameter and many chisels were used on the face. An air brush was used also. The 

air brush was in a fan shape with twenty needles that “shaved” the sandstone. 

Many people claim that the rock from the Colfax Stone Company was one of the finest 

grades of sandstone in the United States. The stone is very evident in many buildings in Colfax, 

but was also shipped all over the United States. The Luther Memorial Church in Madison was 

completely built of Colfax sandstone, taking over thirty railroad carloads to ship it all there. 

There was a statue carved from the quarry near its ending of the quarry’s business life. 

The stone had to be very hard to be cut, blocked and shaved. The sandstone was becoming scarce 

and softer. The final large project, a statue of Jesus Christ, was over seven feet high and was 

carved by Klaus Karlson after the shop had closed almost all operations. It was then shipped to a 

cathedral in either St. Paul or Chicago (Elaine and John Hammer were not sure which city was 

the final destination). 

The following next photographs are of business places and homes in the village of Colfax 

that were built with sandstone from the Colfax Stone Company. They were all built within the 

lifetime of the company, estimated to be 1900 to 1930.
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some of the beautiful rolling countryside. Colfax, Wisconsin fine fishing, hunting, skiing and snowmobiling.



ee amg be  Spae i 2 nD = 2 ax A 

main. Sees WR 8 &.f? ¢ £2 25 A Pacts Mout 
BAe ae ae. F~ es se 8 &§8 292 Cf 

E> SON Bae tps # : } Pe eine Wa Gog z* 18 2 hal oy 2 ya Re ke ee a) | ; = = TMS en : : 

. . eS i cl " 2 : 6 4 poe ee Mey = gH Bg 8 CS Colfax, Wisconsin 
a a : | ez€o 8 § a \ | 7 | £258 3 a ie 1D |) 

: { a ae ae SS 53 es DUNN COUNTY 
rs ee ; : : | Zz: 2 8 ates i OE ee zz 3 = 3 ie 

: oe : > | a a . a 2 Colfax, a scenic little city on State Highway 40, is 

meets ok epee a = 3 & 2 — a nestled among tree-covered hills and gently rolling 
ere ag te ee aroma ate 9 = 4 @Y i i ins, wea oes we pet ae 3 Z t countryside, boasts a history of some 112 years. 

Ee ree a a TARE ast, vied. ! a so However, the nearby prairie land was settled and 

a } cleared by hardy pioneers a few years earlier. 

. Lovely lakeshore setting shows a part of e Although it is a growing town in. the center of 

ee esi ia te z farming and dairy operations, there is a program 

eS epi a underway to attract future business enterprises 

a. eee through the efforts of an Industrial Development 
Bs! ; vai ey OQ Corporation. Progress along this line includes 

(Ine SIGN OFA 2 ee oO. available building sites in an industrial park. Corn 
i Rigel. 

Ss <!) Pe ee Hh has long been a staple crop in the fertile soil of the 
ons 8 

La = rae Vuk iy Q Red Cedar River valley, along with an abundance 

FIG a ie ” of small grains. Among other crops are tame hay, 

- uy, > ‘ peg oes peese: ‘ wheat, buckwheat, oats, barley, rye and sugar 

je : . ee é ce ‘ye = beets. Many beans are also being raised now for 

RR ER) i ifs et ee oe” a canning factories in surrounding areas. The Colfax 

DEPENDABLE SERS ae ee Ge ee ae Q area boasts a recreational paradise since the town 

[ied Sua St an ha iS is located on scenic Red Cedar River with other 
ae. ptt %, es = sf oi 2) trout streams and fishing lakes nearby. A down hill 

Natural wilderness & game preservation pe uae 2 ski slope (Deepwood is only 10 minutes away and 

areas provide the hunter with a variety 5 snowmobile trails are abundant. Famed Tainter 

of both species and locations. ee Lake is about 8 miles west. Consisting of 1,752 

RoR Ga Os acres and up to 37 feet deep, it has bass, trout, 

cee & arse x walleye, muskie, northern pike and panfish. Hiking 
RE ae OE bd ao ieee lite 2 2 ea ee eee a 
ey Pee Oe i pha ah ae ne Petre Mass and bike riding are popular in this area. Two state 
te Ga IBS pect sent Ne SA AE NEE ae a _ se ‘ Ace foe he Se, Sea hes es. & universities and a technical institute are located 

oem Ree tk, Crowes aS ge aes & within a 27 mile radius. In Colfax and the sur- 
Sek CNT | A CEI E ae Shee eT * ‘ = 
os ge cee! Sate Shae aod ot a rounding area you can find fertile land, outstand- 
ie Peele oy epic saee 2k a ah = . 

ae oe PE Hic PSs ae te ae ing recreation or just loll at ease. We are eager to 
‘ Bry ph hee -ebatteec aR #2, . ; in-finding: i ne Ys ey Oe ae é Bee, aid you in finding just what you want and need 

A ks “ oes Sa 2> 6c in real estate! 

1 ie ee tea aS ana 
We wee aren eta TN zaee a SEES SEAS RE Satta. oo ANB GT ere 2) ace oF 
en Pfs haem ae ate Ay EL Onmy Na 

hk RE aks AN ORIG a a sum < iS c > BOD Ne tH wer 
9 REAL ESTATE AGENCY


	Blank Page



