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Bowny BE.R@”""\” s E

Bmm,nnm AND FREEDOM

Wisconsin, (population 1,100 ) « the morning train and tha e'v'ening;
train, Bunny Berigan's friends waited for the evening train that
Friday in early June of e, L : : P

. The train arrived about seven o'clocke Bunny's wife, 7'
pale and a.lone, sat in the coach; for her it was the end of a ﬁeéﬂ. 3
rnl,two-day trip. Bunny was in the baggage car,horizontal in a 3
girt casket. Atop the casket was a spray of white orchids. When tho
trip s’carted in New York there were two clusters of orchids, 'bu?l_ X%
souvenir mmters stole one during a stopover in Chicagos :

This,then, was the final homecominge. Bunny was back :Lnf
11:3 Wisconsin town where it all had started about twenty—fiveb yé;i
before. Iife was gone now, so was the horn. Significantly, he ha%-% i
returned without his horn, It was left behind in New: Iork,ne‘a;: .'

,«1’“

Fifty-seco & St:reet, 4n that other world tha.t he knew:ths fragmen‘t e ?

J.

upside-d night-isuday,neon-lighted world of the ja.zz music!.an _.
Btmny was born in a.nd grevw up in Wisconsin's lake and d

country; he ¥new its rural togetherness; its summers;its winter_s; L ;_+. 
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1ts opan skles; and maybe the country boy never did ad:]ust to Fiﬁ:, ,

LAY
3
cu

sec_:ond street, and maybe that is why he developed the soul sic]mess

" which t_:atused his death at thirty-threes




case end a trumpet, Fiftywsecond Street gave him,evernight rame,

'whieh the youth of the country jitterbugged wildly in theater eisle!
et

He had a talent which allowed him to be a professional nmsicien 3

; : : \ c=y

at thirteen « a hationally famous band leader at twentY*eight- At .3
twenty he arrived in New York with little more than an 1netrument ol

rortlme,everytm.ng one is supposed to want but everything waen't
enough so he threw it away. :

Perhaps in time, if he isn't already, Bunny will become a j"
irmortal like Leon (Bix) Belderbecke,the tragic cornetist, the origif
nal "Young Mean with 2 Horn"e Certainly,in Bunny's life 1s the ’stuff ;
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early,selfeinflicted death, 5

As Beiderbecke was an 1ntegra1 part of Jazz In the twentiee,
Bunny was an integral part of Jazz in the thirties-s the decade cf
the blg swing band and the musical giants,Goodman,Miller,Dorsey.
A1l decades are crazy,of com-se,'but the thirties was the decace J.n,

"lg‘!\i‘-_-

,ignored the exploding ‘bombs they had seen in the newsreels,
Bunny's career, like that of his musical contemporaries; ‘
ascended with swing,declined with it. At his peak he led an orches- i
tra which "swung® as well or better than many of the 'big-name bands S
of that era.He was named to “all-star™® 'ba.nds;his plcture was on e§§
front pages of magazinesj he played for royalty; millions heard. him

play e’i#é# radioj he made numerous recordings some of which are . *-

considered classics,
It was a career that traveled on the wings of song,main]&' 4
one songj a simple,little tune which he sang in a quivering;bree.th;
less way,like a broken-hearted college boyt -



' &)
"I've flown around the world in a plane,
I've settled revolutions in Spain,
An the Korth Pble 1 have charted,
Still 1 can't get started with you.“

Lyric finished,Bunny would pick up his trumpet,#&#¥ point 1t
toward the sky, If you don't believe Bunny was one of the greatest,
listen to his horn in "I Can't Get Started™, then try and find a
trumpet player,any trumpet player, who can even FHHE cone close.

uT Can't Get Started™ was Bunny's private property, right from

the beginning, Perhaps the lyrics of his theme song expressed his
own feelings. Perhaps he felt like the guy in the song, who had
everything,and nothing,"'cause 1 can't get started", And actLa_ly,
Bunny never did really get started solving the problems of his
enotional life,

Bernard Roland Berigan was born in Hilbert,Wisconsin, a
small town with a vopulation of less than three-hunired, which lles
roughly between Oskosh and Green Bay. Bunny's father,William nCap"™
Berigan was of Irish extraction, Bunny's mother;Mary "iame" Schlitze
berg Berigan; wa§ of German extraction., Bunny's older brother;Don;
is the #* only surviving member of the fa;ilv. A longtime barber,
Don lives in Milwaukee with his second wife andf%i;;r-teenage
daughter. @385

At the time of Bunny's birth;ﬂovember 2,1908;“Cap“ Berigan
was employed as an express agent at the Hilbert railway station,
Eight months later;“Cap“ took a job as salesnan for the Badger Candy
Company;moved the family to Fox Lake;which was cleser to the center

of his sales territory and where relatives on both side of the
family lived,
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Besides candy,"Cap® sold cigarets. When the automobile came in he
bought a panel truck and séld to the summer guests who rented laie_
cottages in the area, “Cap"'wﬁs not inclined toward music,_The’only?
musical experience he ever had was in a Deéoration Day parﬁde in
Fox Léke when he agreed to beat the bass drum,

It was from.his mother that Bunny inherited his love of music,
Her family, the Schlitzbergs, had a musical tradition which went
" back to her grandfather,nom Fred® Schlitzberg, who arrived from
Germany with a violin, Mrs, Berigan played the alto and baritone
horns§ her sisters,Cora and Theresa, also played also played those
instrumentss sister,Inezi played the drumsj brother,John; specialized
in the clarinet but could play practically any wind instrumentjlMrs,
Berigan's mother played the organj Mrs. Berigan's father,John Schlit21
‘berg Sr.yplayed ﬁhé ;g;g;###&#i the violin,and led the Fox Laka
Commmity Band which was composed of mainly Schlitzbergs.
Grandfather Schlitzberg was well-lmown in central Wisconsin for
his musical abilities, Once he won a State fiddle éontest by oute
playing a Marty Hayes, Besides his work with music, he operated a
furniture store;in the rear of which was the Schlitzberg Funeral -
Parlor, He also ran Schlitzberg Hall, a commmity building in Fox
Iake;which was used for rratefnal meetings and dances, e
When Bunny was barely old enough for kindergarten; he w#s ine *
ducted into the Fox Lake Children's Band, another of‘gfandfather'ﬁ
musical promotions,There is a picture of this band, Grandfather .
Schlitzberg,tall,thin,stern, towers over his young charges, Bunny
holds an alto horn almost as big as he is.



For aﬁhile Grandfather - Sehlitzberg lived at the Berigaﬁ h6maJ
One day he brought a violin homs,gathered Bunny and Don about ﬁi;;
and told the two boys that uhoever learned to play the 1nstrument ’
first,could have it, Bunny'vnn the violin; “he was six,years old
at the time, ; : :

Don never did really get interested in music, He toyed wiﬁh
the drums, learned to play by ear well enough to play for a time
with Windy Jacobs and his band from Beaver Dam, a town ‘about eight
miles from Fox Lake, Don admits that to this day'he cannot read a
note of musie, ol :

The study of the violin gave Bunny his basic musical edué;;
tion, He first received instruction in this instrument from his‘

he enrolled 1n "Professor-
mother and his grandfather. Later om, i ST

Wagnerts Musical Collége in Beaver Dam, He would journey to
Beaver Dam after schools Besides his music,Bunny found plenty of
time to explore the nearby woods and lakes and .to play sandlbt !
baseball, : o
As a performér in the children's band, Bunny begﬁn'to notice

an amusing phenomenons whenever Grandfather Schlitzberg played
the cornet his dental plate would float causing his 1lips and jaw
to vibrate. One day, when Bunny and Don were alone in the house,
Bunny decided to do an imitation of his grandfather, He lifted hie
grandfather's cornet out of 1ts case, turned to Don and salds
nHey,Don§ Hey,Donl Here's how grandpop plays the cornet.™

Bunny blew through the horn. The sounds that came out sound¢
to Don 1like "pfftl pffti™. After the 4mitation Bunny put the core
net back in its case « but not for long. Whatever it is that make:

a musician choose one instrument from many made Bunny chogse the

B e R o e



Bunny was given a trumpet and he began to bring the horn
along to "Professor" Wagnar's violin classes.tActually, Clarence H,
Wagner was not a professorj 4t was a nickname ¥f£# youngsters gave
him, Mr. Wagner is still 1livingj he's retired,resides in Fox Iake.
At first Mr, Wagner d4d4 not think much of Bunny‘s trmnpet playing.
He said recentlys i

nWith the violin Bunny was very good. He picked that up
very qnickly But with the trumpet he was not so goode™
" But the violin gradually gave way to the trumpet. Don vas
beginning to show an interest in the drums and when they had the
house to themselves the brothers would crank up the family phono.
graph and play along with Paul Whiteman,Red Nichols, and Louie
Armstronge.

P&3$ It is a fact that many of the budding Jjazz musié.’q.ans
of that day,Bunny,Beiderbecke ,mm’ to name a few, were
inspired by those early Jjazz recordings and learned to "Jjam"™ along
with them, . | /

After listening to a particularly inspiring Whiteman Tew -
cordingf one day‘, Bunny turned to his mother and sald:"Gee,Ma, \
wouldn't it be great if 1 could play with Paul Whiteman someday?® .
Mrs. Berigan smiled tolerantly, agreed with him,returned to th;__lm;
glamourous duties of a housewife, Bunny got his wish = ##é###he “
d4d play with Paul Whiteman, £ :

Two years after he began ### study the trumpet,any bew
came a professional musician,In the ‘early Twenties,the beg_inning of
the famous "Roaring Twentles®, there was in Wisconsin a big demand
for dance bands,particularly bands which play Dixieland style. The
®Charleston™ craze had penetrated even the Midwest and the dance |
had become so popular that it was frequently performed at barn



One of the bands which was kept busy in central Wisconsin
at this time was Merril Owen's Pennsyivanians v e five-piece
Dixieland combo out of Beaver Dam, The title “Pennsylvgnianz"
was a minomer; all of the band's musicians were local boys. ?hﬁ )
‘band was dubbed "Pennsylvanians® one day by a former circus ade
vance man Oven hired to paint advertising posters,

The band often played for dances in Fox Lake, One Thursday
night,Owen remembers it was a Thursday night; the Pennsylvqnians
arrived early for an engagement at Schlitzberg'ﬂall After the
instruments and music stands were set up , Owen took a turn down
the main street. He was attracted by music and he came upon a
street band which was playing from a portable bandstand, It was
Grandfather Schlitzberg and his Commmity Band presenting one of':
its Thursday Night Concerts. One of the musicians in the bégd was
a small boy in short pants. As he listened,Owen became impressed
by the boy's ability to play the trumpet. At

"In those days trumpet players were hard to come by," Owen
recalled recently, Owen and his wife now live in suburban Madisqn.
"] asked Bunny if he would 1ike to come down to Beaver Dam and,_
rehearse with my band and see if we could work something out.:Hb
agreed, He rehearsed with us for a week after school and after his
lessons from Professor Wagner., Bunny couldn't read his part too -
well at first so we rigged up a C—slide so he could play his
trumpet from his violin music,® '

After the week of rehearsal, Owen hired Bunny for six
dollars a night « the going rate for Dixieland musicians at the
time, Owen had work aplenty. Shortly after Bunny joined the band ,
the "Pennsylvanians played seventyhone successive one-night
stands, Transportation was provided by Owen's 1919 Buick ,sides
curtained touring car. The Buick's running boards camedad +1.



: (%)
instrument cases;w the bass drum was tled to the rear spare
tire, ' ' :
~::_ PBunny's new job created a minor crisis in the Berigan housew
hold, Qna night Bunny came home from a playing date,petulantly .
told his mother:"Ma, 1 feel so foolish on the bandstand in theé-e
short pants and long’ stoél:tngs,.‘" ¥r, and lrs. Berigan discussed
the situation and it was agreed that the professional musician
shouid be allowed to’wé‘ar long trousers. :

"Bunny was a sensation on the road a month after he Joined
our band,"Owven said."For a kid it was amazing the way he played
that trumpet, A1l the bands around Fox Lake would have liked to
sign him, The Fox Lake and Beaver Dam crowd used to follow us for
miles, We drew well, At some of those lake resorts we'ed play to
two-thousand couples during a weekeend,®

"Sometimes Bunny'd take off an do passages he had heard on
Armstrong 61- Red Nichols recordingse. Then he'd bring his fiddle
along and occasionally he'd play a waltz. He also played a valve
trombone at this time, And he'd sing;rhythm novelty tunes like
¥ '-Tada';-'Red Hot Mama',and f*Wish 1 Could Shimmy Iike My Sister
Katet,®

Bunny played with Owen for two seasons. During the second
season the "Pennsylvaniang®™ had .a steady engagement in Milwaukeej
their Dixifeland music f£illed the ballroom of Sam Wah's Chop Suey
House. Owen still has a photopraph of the band which was taken
at Wah's, In :Hﬁ Bunny appears as a rather large,angular teen-ager,
unconfortable in a tuxedo,

It was with Owen's band that the name "Bunny" Berigan first
appeared,Bernard R, Berigan began signing his checks "Bunny Berigan®
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As far as anyone can figure out, he FF#fHHi¥ adopted the niclmama R
because he preferred it to ".:Bemard" Actually, his childhood nicke .
name was "Diddles™. As a child he often pointed an imaginary gm at
his playmates and cried,"diddle,diddle diddle®,* ;
Another band which was doing well in Wisconsin ‘dn the éarly
twenties was led by Cy Mahlberg of Fond du Lac, a city on Iake
Winnebago and about forty miles northeast of Beaver Dam, As Fond dn" .
Iac i3 larger than Beaver Dam, Mahlberg's orchestra was larger and
more widely known than Owen's, Toward the end of his second season
VERHFE§ Bunny left Owen to go with Mahlberg, _
"Mahlberg had been trying to hire Bunny for some time;'-“Owen said,
"He offered Bunny more than the six dollars a night 1 was paying.
Bunny was certainly worth more, but 1 felt that if 1 gave him an ine
crease 1'd have to be fair with the rest of the crew and give them

-

an increase,too."
¢ After Bunny left the "Pennsylvanians",Owen saw him infrequently,
Their last meeting was in the Orpheum Theater in Madison years 1ater.
Bunny had beconme a nationali-famous band leader and was on tour, Owen
cams to #& tune the Orpheum's piano. When Owen finished his work he'
went backstage to see Bunny, Bunny was in his dressing room preparing
for a show, When Owen entered two colored band boys,by name,”Little
Gate™ and "Big Gate", were poised at Bunny's elbows, each inserting a *
cuff 1link, Owen and Bunny chatted for awhile, Owen remembers that Bunny
spoke of financial difficulties with the band and complained that his
booking agents were "taking him to the cleaners",)
: T Locettiter X = .
At the end of a season with Mahlberg, Bunny posed another probw
lem for the Berigan household: he announced that he wanted to leave
Fox Lake High School and go with the Mahlberg band oh an extended tour,

e T ST SR



Bunny's parents did not want him to leave school‘,‘-lmf neither 4
they wish to frustrate what looked 1ike a promising musica.l_ career,
A compromise was 'worked ou‘i:. ®Cap" -contacted his 'brother,Rbbert o °
Bob" Berigan, A drwmer, Bob led cne of the bands which the Alvin
Thompson Agency booked in the Madison area, It was agreed that W
Bunny would go to Madison,live with his uncle, attend school thered
y and play weeke=ends with Bob's band, There was another advantage 1
the move;Bmmy would be allowed to join the Madison lecal of Amerie
. can Federation of Husicia.ns;. : | =R

A good deal of Bob's band work involved playing for fraternity
and sorority dances at the Uxiiversity of Wisconsin which is in Madl

on, During Bunny's bigtime career in New York it was generally

assumed that Bunny was a graduate or had least attended the Univers
Sometimes he was referred to as a "Ioule Armstrong with a college
education”, Bunny's college education was a my'th;probably originate
by a publicity man, In fact;one publicity release, released Jjust af
Bimny organized his big band;wildly asserted that Bunny attended 3§
the University;played violin in the college band;bﬁt switched to th
more dramatic mstrument; the ¥ trumpet; so not to be overshadowed
socially by campus football heroes,

No doubt soms ot the college polish rubbed off on Bunny durin
those days in }.adison,but,a.ctually, he never even completed high
school, He left Wisconsin High School in his umior year.However,it
can be said that Wisconsin Righ School is connected with the Univer:
ty;not with the Madison Public School System, At any rate,it 1is
doubtful whether Bunny had the inclination or the time for serious
book leaming;since' musie was his love.



There seemg to be some question as to Just how seriouslf .
Bunny studied msic., Owen said that Bunny practiced raifthrully 1n
his spare hours when he worked with the "Pennsylvanians%. But Bob*
Berigan doesn't recall that Bunny studied ?r practiced much in Madiv

on. "Bunny was a 'natural!,"Bob said. "The only practice 1 saw him

get in was maybe before a dance w he'd take out his trumpet and rum
up and down the scales a few times,

Also. 1t was Owen's understanding that early in his career
Bunny received instruction in the “non—pressuiﬁznsystem from Fbrrest
Nicola, a respected trumpet instructor who $4#445%F had an office
in Chicago,

But Bob discounts Nicola's influence on Bunny, Bob saids
"Bunny might have gone to Chicago a couple of times if he had &2 -
partfcular trumpet problem he wanted to talk over with Nicola;but
that's about all, And 1'm sure Bunny never adopted any 'non-pressure’
system,® ’

As his nickname,"Big Bob®, indicates, Bob Berigan is a big
man, close to sixyfeet;three inches tall and he must weigh over twow
hundred pounds.(Bignesé is a Berigan family trait,apparently} Buhnyr
was close to six-feet tall# as is Don. Don ,incidentally, looks a lot
1ike Bunny.) Bob has pretty much retired from the drums w he has a
steady job in Madison, He lives with his family in a house whiéh iak
a few blocks from the State Capitol.

According to Bob; Bunny was an immediate success with the
college crowd in Madison, And during the fours years he played with
Bob,Bunny's trumpet skills improved markedly, "Bunny developed a
terrific range,® Bob said."He got so he could hit a low note Just
-a clear, you'd think a trombone had it. He hit clinkers,too,all

ihrough his career,but he was never afrald to try the difficult.”™
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' Besides playing with Bob's band, Bunny worked for a time with
a "pit" band at the Orpheum ‘Theater in Madison. The experience he
received there playing for vaudevilla acts proba‘bly was invaluablea
Vaudevilians are notorious for the sheet music they carry from town
to townj it is often t.orn,stained,penc.il-marked,rraqueqt].y indew
cipherablej it takes a real musician to fhgure out Just what accome
paniment the performer expects. J

Wnile Bunny was working at the Orpheum, Bob asked a friend, a
musician in the theater band, how Bunny was getting alonge The _friend
replied that Bunny was doing just fine and remarked that Bunny "rea@f_
very well, The days of the short pants and the C=slide were now far '
behind,

Bunny and his trumpet began to. gain a reputation in Hadison.

He became the local boy whom the local cltizens predicted would ma.ka
good, And bigtime musicians began to hear about the young trumpet
player, Paul Whiteman said he first heard of Bunny in Madisonj Hal
Kemp met Bunny at a resort near Madisony and there 1s a story about
a meeting between Bunny and Joseph "Wingy" Mannone, the famons,onos ‘
armed trumpet player. The story may be more myth than ra.ct,'but it's
too good to be disproved: ‘

' During an engagement in Madison,Mannone heard numerous glowa
ing accounts about a young Madison trumpet player., Mannone dacided o
privately that "no kid can be that good”,but one night friends pres
vailed on him to attend a dance where the young man was playing.

: “] understand you'd like to hear me play,"Bunny said after
introducing himself to Mannone. _
nIt ain't gonna do no good,"Mannone replied wearily,"there
are only three of us;Bix Iouie,and me.® |
Undaunted, Bunny mounted the lmndstam’l,#%ajf‘-‘égg(l his horn at
the sky and proceeded to "take Mannone apart®. When he had £&46#
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finished Bunny returned for Mannone's reaction. .

"Man®, Hannone said enthusuastically," now there are four of
us,"” :

Most of the time,though, 1t wouid be the other way -éround,.'
Bunny would 3eek- out the musical celebrities whenever they played__
Madison, One night Bunny,Bob Berigan, and Russ Mohroff,a bass play
er; drove to a resort near Fort Atkinson,ﬂisconsin; to hear Hal
Kemp's orchestra, The "Tarheels" was a band composed of college
boys from Kemp's alma mater;the University of Rorth Carolina, Tha
band's drummer than was Skinnay Ennis whose vocal of Kemp's theme';
"Got a Date With An Angel®™ is famous,

Bob Berigan remembers Kemp as a "nice guy®™ who allowed Bun.n;
and Mohroff to sit in with the band for a few numbers. Later Kemp
chatted with the ambitious young musicians,gave them pointerse
Two years later, in 1930, Bunny became a member of Kemp's band. ,
The last Bob heard of Mohroff was that the bass player moved to-
the West Coast and that he had died there, : e

The incident with Kemp probably helped to convince Bunny and
Morhoff that they were ready for the bigtime for soon after that
the two packed their instruments and took a train to New York,
Bunny was nineteen, Their assault on the great stone city lasted
for six weeks,During that time, according to Bogx’mrghggdsggs: lot
of out-of-work musicians and damned near starved to death.®
New York did not want them so they retreated to Madison. It would
be a year before Bunny would try again,



We see Bunny at this stage of his career as a huskys‘ country
boy, who was naive, friendly,devil-may—care at times,painfu]ly
hy at times, a nice guy who could never ‘be vindictive, That was
one side of his persanality. Onﬁ the other, he was quick-tempere
obviously ambitious, and certainly he didn't play a "nice guy's
horn¥} 1t was the virle,razzy,sometimea "dirty horn or a musica
gamblers 3 ‘ ' i

As was noted previously, Bunny was close to s:l_x-_-feet tall, E
was well-built; his complexion was lightj his eyes were bluej hi
hair was light brown,almost blond, From the time he could grow o
he wore a mustache., The mustache served two purposes: it made hi
appear more matura;ﬁé it strengthened' the 1ip.Bunny believed.,aa
do many musicians, that a mustache lends support to the
embouchure,the shape and position of the lips and tongue vhen a
tone i1s produced, while shaving weakens the embouchure. For adde
strength, Bunny grew on his lower lip a small square of hair abo
the size of a postage stamp, One of his ﬁpper front teeth was de
discolored., He refused to have it removed lest it affect his to_zi

Bunny's 1ip was one of his strong points, When he_ was A
dition, he could play all night and still produce a tone of high
quality, This is in contrast to 5078 trumpeters who have what is
called a "ten o'clock np“f,that is,their embouchure begins 55
fade after a few hours of playing.

Booze, which later became such.a problem with Bunny,
apparently didn't play much of part in his life during those eax
days in Wisconsin, Neither Merrill Owen nor Bob Berigan remembar
Bunny bothering much with the stuff. However, Bunny!s cousin,
Charles Casey, said that as young bucks at dances in Fox lake,
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he and Bunny sometimes cé.rried a flask of homema.d-a liquor. In &
those days of prohibition you made your own poison. Drug stores
stocked ﬂavoring which you added to raw alcohol to make "Bourbon"
®Scotch®,or "Rye", '
As far as girls were concerned, Bunny did not have a serious
romance with any of the Wisconsin girls, as far as we know, Bob
" doesn't remember that Bunny became romantically involved during
Bunny's teen-age years in Madison, Bunny did fall in love,and marr;
at an early age,but that was later on and in New York,
Bumny was twenty when he made his second try for the 'bigtimé.
He arrived in New York shortly before the stock market crash, This
time he was alone,this time he was given an opportunity to @3@# ‘
display his talent, Orchestra leader,Frank Cornwell, gave Bunny %
f443% his first steady job in New York, At the time,Cornwell's Ol‘w
chestra was playing a steady engagement at Jantzen's Hoffbrau Honse
a German restaurant. In those first weeks,Bunny demonstrated he was
a capable musician and Cornwell retained him, ' .
Besides the fact that it was the site of his first New York
Job£ Bunny had# another reason for rememberi.ng Jantzen's; it was
there he met romance. : :
Along with Cornwell's orchestra; Jantzen's presented vaudevill
One of the acts that played there was pefformed by an adagio dance
team called "Darrell and Domna", Darrell and Donna MacArthur were

from Syracuse,ﬂew Yorkj they were brother and sister,
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In the adgato ballet, the dancers do a slow duet in which
the woman perrc;rms balan;:ing feats with the ald of her partners -
In one sequence of the act; Darrell would ‘support Domma on his -
shoulders, ‘and Domna would bend slowly ‘backwarda and strike a ‘-
pose, In this suspanded,upside ‘down position, Dormma's eye level
was even with the brass section of tha_ Cornwell Orchestra. Each
time she came to that position she noticed that one of the trumpe

. smiled |
players WhiEEi##fFEd at her. It was Bunny,

Bunny was too shy to speak for himself, Instéad, he told
Cornwell of his interest in Donna. One day Cornwell approached
Donna and said;"You know Bunny,the trumpet player, would 1like to
meet you,® Whereupon Bunny and Donna were introduced, A double A‘
date was arranged in which Donna and Bunny accompanied Cornwell
and his wife, Donna recalled recently that on one of those #££&#55
double dates the 'two couples went to Harlam to the Cotton Club. :

The romance was interrupted by the exigencies of shovbusir
nesss Donna continued to tour with her 'brotherf,Bmmy left Cornr
well to join Hal Kemp 8 orchestraf which was then enjoyi_ng, &
'successful engagement at the Hotel Taft in New York, Kemp had - -
kept Bunny in mind after the meeting in Fort Atkinson,

, Shortly after Dunny joined the band,the "Tarheels® left
America for a tour of Europe.. In England,that simmer of 1930; the
Kemp band gave a Command Performance for the Royal Family and bey
cane a particular favorite of the Prince of Wales, David of Winde
sor, now the Duke of Windsor, From there the band went to the
Continent where it was well received,particularly in Paris,



One of the interesting events of the tour occurred in the
Atlantiec on the return tfip,sort of a Boston Tea Party in Teverses
The "Tarheels' returned on the S5 Berengaria, Also: aboard vas thn
Prince of Wales, lpparently, the ship's British orchestra became
jealous of the the "Tarheels!™ ability to please the ynung prince
for Kemp's library trunk containing all the band's sheet music
was dumped overboard, The “Tarheels™ were equal to the occasion;
however, They continued to amuse the Prince,Well=schooled by KEmp;

:?zhgggd was able to play its entire repertoire of forty songs
| RSN the musie,

When the band returned to América, Bunny left it for a
job with radio station WABC, For all its popularity, it is doubtw
ful ES8EEHF that Bunny vas happy playing with the "Tarheels", It
was what musicians call a “tenor" band; a commercial;society band,
(The alltime "tenor™ band,of course, is Guy Lombardo's.) The musi
radio house¥ bands play is also cuteand-dried,but since Bunny had
marriage in mind he wanted a job which allowed sbme home life,

Bunny'visitad Donna in Detroit where she was appearing
in a nightclub. Eﬁ#?###### decided to get marriedy Bunny was twen
one,Donna,nineteen. The ceremony was held in Donna's hometoun,
Syracuse, There was no honeymoon. On their wedding night they boa
ed a train for New York sc that Bunny could get back to his joh a
WABC,

Bunny's work schedule never did allow him much time for
leisure, In the eleven years of their marriage; Bunny and Donna
#¢7 had only one vacation,and that was for only five days at
Saranac Lake;New York.
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Because of his outstanding talent,‘ﬁunny wae able to liveMweif :
in New Ybrk,support a wife,and later children, even during the dew
pression when hnndreds of unemployed musicians cluttered up ﬁhe :
New'ﬁbrk sidewalks,Outside or that one reverse,the time he and
Russ MOhrofr failed in New Ybrk, Bunny's career encountered no .
serious obstacles. He was one of the chosen few, The acclaim and
recognition it takes most artists a lifetime to achieve, were Bunn;
ovarnight. : :

To enhance his reputation,and because he 1oved to play,Bunny
played whenever and wherever he could He‘Was constantly on the novt
#i% 8ince he was in showbusiness, all jobs were transitory. His
job at WABC was the first in a series of jJobs he held with radic’
house bands., From his early daysliﬁ New York until 1937,vhen hb.
organized his own band; Bunny's was more or less a free lance
career. Not only did he play in radio bands, but in recording stud!

ballrooms, speakeasies, Jazz joints, jazz concerts w as a solo
_performer or with trios,quartets,sextets,octets,full-sized orchesf:
Tt 1s Just about impossible to follow his free lance career chron01
logically because during that period he played with more than fift;
misical groups,The musicians|he played with read like a jazz who's
vho, To list a fows Ass o
| Rudy'vellee,ﬁbe Lyman,Paul Whiteman. Tommy and Jlmmy
Dorsey,Benny Goodman, Freddie Rich, Chick Bullock,Gene Kerdos,Bed
Nbrvo, Adrian Rollini, Gene Krupa, Artie Shaw,Dick HcDonough,Nildreé
Bailey,Bud Freeman, Gene Gifford,Bessie Smith,Buster Bailey, Red
Allen,Hax Keminsky,Cosey Cole Jack and Charlie Teagarden,Pee Wee:
Russell,Mugsy Spanier,Joe Buskin,Red McKenzie,Eddie Condon,lee
Hiley,Gil Sullivan,Danny Klein,Frank Trumbaer,Billie Holiday, :

Fats Waller,and Ray Baudue,

¢
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Not all the music Bunny and his musiciang friends played
was for the general public. Sometimes they played for themselvea
t “cutting sessions"(dam sessions). Like the legendary characterr
they were, they gathered in®after hours®” joints ## either in Greenp
wich Village,midtown,or Hhrlem,played and drank wmtil the practiv
cal light of day wrecked the mood. '
free lance
Bunny made two notable tours during that period, with White.
man in 1933 and with Goodman in 1935. It should also be noted here
that Bunny played with the Dorsey Brothersg Orchestra in 1932# in
the Broadway show FEverybody's Welcome®, That was the beginning of
a relationship between Bunny and Tommy Dorsey ,two of # swing's
wild Irishmen, which alternated between warm friendehip and:rieti;
cuffs{One of the songs in "Everybody's Welcome”,1ncidentally,we31
"As Time Goee By", The song was reintroduced years later in the f11
HCasablanca® which starred Fumprey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman, )

At twenty-four years of age,Bunny realized a lifetime ambie
tion when Panl Whiteman hired him to play third trumpet.“POps' Nhit
man,“The King of Jazz", had one of the biggest,most popular
orchestra of the day, Whiteman's orchestra played a commeroial,
"symphonizedf Jazz, but it was presented in a bigtime way. Whiteman
made it a point to hire the best possible talent.Most of the "name™
musicians have worked for Whiteman at one time or another, Beiderbe
worked for Whiteman, Probebly the most widelybkhown Whiteman gradua
is Bing Crosby,who, with the Rhythm Boys,sang with Whiteman's band
at the beginning of the Thirties,

= Bunny played with Wh_taman for a year; The Whiteman_band w
forever making recordings. ﬂsiggmen could not begin to recall Just
what records the band made y&## Bunny. Bowever, it is belived that
Bunny made his recording debut with the Whiteman band for Victor on

ATwm Maa Nd4wm Ndwm Navmtrne®
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At that time the band also recordad *Look What I've Got"‘,"In a,
Park in Paree“ n"Night Owl" wIt's Only a Paper Moop® yand "Night
and Day"e o £ , ; 2
_ It was on the tour with Whiteman that Bunny saw Hisconsin
againg he had not been back since he left to seek his fortune i.n
1929, The Whiteman crew moved into the Capitol Theater in Ha.disop
for a two-day stand, On the second night, Bunny's friends and _
relatives came to see the show and greet the young man who had
made the bigtime, Don Berigan was among the Fox lake crowd, '
mpbout thirty of us showed up at the theater,"Don said,"Afte
the show it was crowded you couldn't get near Bunny's dressing
room, It was then 1 met Bunny's wife,Donna, for the first time
and their daughter,Pat, she was about two at the time, After the
show we all went down to my grandmother's house in Madison and
hed a party, Bunny was his old self, After the party we all went
down to the Madison station and saw Bunny off on the midnight
train- : P
Whiteman had his problems with Bunny « the same sort of
problems he had earlier when Bedierbecke was with the ban;i.;Bun:{j'
began to take too much drink, : |
thw Jersey on his "Walking Horse Farm";.--llia”
st111 keeps his hand in the music business by occasionally cons
ducting a rjazz concert, : e
#"Yes Bunny took a drink," Whiten;an sald recently;"but
‘you ve got to remember, we were all pretty wild in those dayse. 1
you weren't pretty wild,you were pretty square,® '
In a discussion about Bunny as compared to Beiderbecke,
Whiteman remarked that he found their personalities very dissimi

lars -
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. WThey were both sweet,wonderful guys, Bunny s i
extroverted than Bix, I don't know,l always thought Bix was some
thing of a split personality =torn between the sweet and the hoi
If you listen to some of that stuff Bix:wrote,like *In a Mistf,
that's prefty close to classical. As far as theif playing goes,
1 think Bunny had more technique than Bix,but Bix was so firétﬂ
with that fine,intimate tone.®

Whiteman doesn't recall that Bunny and Bix ever met, bu1
he feels certain that at one time the two dia meet."Bunny was a
great admirer of Bix's,"Whiteman said,“Bunny probably made it a
point to look up Bix when he came to New York,™ :

The careers of Leon Bismarck Beiderbecke and Bunny Befige
are similar in many ways. Both came from the Midwestjboth came
from German stocky both received their first musical instructio
from theilr parentsj both learned to play jazz by Jjamming along
with phonograph recordsy both developed a singular tonej both
took to liquorj and both chucked it early;Bix at twenty-seven,
Bunny at thirtyethrée.!bn can also make the rather simpleemindec
obsarvaticn et Bdl hat atatins initials,"BB", | :

But they were differsmt in that Bix was a genlus;#iidds
Bunny was more the "natural® musiecian,

Boiderbecke,it 1is said,- played his greatest with the Gene
Goldkette and Whiteman bands. Sometimes he would be so plastered
on the bandstand that a fellow musiclan would have to hold him 1}

the back of the collar to keep him from falling off his chair,
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Beiderbecke left the Hhiteman band in 1930, Later he trie
to rejoin Whiteman but he couldn't stand the strain and had to
bow out again. He collapsed ‘af'ter playing as ome-night stand in
Princeton,New Jersey, and died shortly after that on Angnst 7,
1931, in a Long Island hospital,

With his Victor recording group,"Bunny Berigén and Hig
Men",Bunny recorded Beiderbecke's only published compositionss
"Davenport Blues"(after Davanfort,Iawa,Beiderbecke's hometown) ,
"Flashes","In the Dark","Candlelight","In a Mist",and "Walkin! the
Dog", B ’

After the year ;ith Whiteman, Bunny returned to the WABC =
house band and he also continued to free lance, The type of Jazz
that Whiteman presented was on the decline. A new type of mnsic,
swing, was about to burst on the American scene and Bunny would
play an important pé&## role. \

"Swing® was a merging of traditional jazz @#SE§ with popuwy
lar dance music, The man who d4d the most to popularize this new
form wzgequiet,spectacled Chicagoan,Benny Goodmén. A pied piper
with a clarinet,"The King of Swing"”, for better or for worse,sent
the youth of the nation into a frenzy of Jitterbugging,

"Swing" was a revolutiony its impact was so great it affected
the language and fashionss "Hepcats™ in "zoot™ suits with gg#&g
"reat" pleats and knee-length key chains, grabbed their "chicks"
to “cut“ "mean" rugs. /

Bunny Joined the Goodman band in Chicago in 1935, Bunny's
trumpet was a big factor in the rise of the Goodman band, From :
Chicago the band worked its way West, finally arriving in Califore
nia vhere the band received its greatest reception . At the Paldmar
Ballroom in los Angeles the unusual happened: the couples came to

dance,but instead they crowded around the bandstand to listen and



Goodman,Gene Krupa,Bunny, and vocalistgfelen Ward, were the particu
lar favorites of the crowd. |
The success of the Palomar engagement atfracted natipnal
attention to the Goodman band and its individual stars, Bﬁnny'gaﬁ
still in California with Goodman when Columbia Boardcasting Company
offered Bunny a chance to lead a small radio swing group of his own.
Bunny accepted the radio offer, quit Goodman and returned to Few
York. ik
Bunny's departure left a void in the Goodman brass sectiong
the void remained until Harry # James was hired and even then some -
eritics said that James's trumpet was "less satisfying" than Bunny':
Apparently,Bunny left the Goodman band in everyone's good graces.
Gene Krupa said recently that 1t was his recollection that Bunny
"behaved himself" while he was with Goodman ,and that Bunny leftf
the band because he did not like th2r§§§$§§51§301vea. Goodman would
not discuss Bunny. A few months ago a reporter told Goodman fhat he
was gathering material on Bunny and asked for an interview. Goodman;
through his secretary, replied that he was ®too busy®., The :eportéf
made a second attemtoto reach Goodman,but this time the reporter wa:
ignored,
Bunny made a number of recordings with the Goodman Orchest:z
For Victor the band recorded "King Porter Stomp®,"Sometimes I'm
Happy","Dear 01d Southland®,"Blue Skies™,and "Between the Devil
and the Deep Blue Sea", That same year,1935, Bunny sat in with the
Glen Miller Orchestra and cut "In a ILittle Spanish Town" and "Solo
~ Hop" for Columbia records,
The CBS group which Bunny organized after he left Goodmaan,
"Bunny Berigan and his Blue Boys", became a highly regarded radio
jam outfit.¥ The group alse recorded for Decca such songs as "Bluéé“
"I'm Coming Virginia®™,"Chicken and Waffles",and "You Took Advantage
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Technically, Bunny was one of "'Red! McKenzie's Jam Bunch® -

at the Famous Door, which was on Fifty-second Street and which vas
formerly the Onyx Club, It 1s no secret that Bunny and McKenzie )
1iked to refresh themselves during the intermissions. Others in_ tho
"hunch® were pianist Joe Buskin,a pal of any's;Forest Crawford,
tenor saxaphonisty Marty Stuhlmaker,the left-handed bassistj and
Eddie Condon on guitar. MeKenzie did the vocals,

Besides being a nmsician, William "Red" McKenzie was a promott
tar;and character in his own right.l. former jockey, he’ had riden at
tracks in Bowle,Maryland, and Havana,Cuba.When overweight ended his
riding, he shopped around for another careers One day in New Drleanl;
he,to use his own owrds, "took his 1ean,sa.ddle ass into a Jazz Joint
where a colored band was playing®™, The jazz impressed him and fron
~ then on he was a musician, He organized a strange aggregation ca.lled
the "Mound City Blue Blowers"™ in which he played a comb wrapped in :
tissue paper. Later he became a vocalist and 1t has been said tha‘l:
l"-'cKenzie was Bing Crosby's ‘favorite vocalist. :

McKenzie had a high opinion of Bunny's trumpet."lf ‘that man
Bunny wasn't such a gambler," McKenzie remarked once," every‘body'd
say he was the greatest that ever blew. But the man's got such nerve
and 1likes his horn so much,he'll go ahead and try stuff that nobody
else'd ever think a trying," : ' :

When Bunny first arrived in New York osHcKenzie passed the woz;tf
to the recording companies that Bunny was a young man to watch, As it
turned out; McKenzie was another musician whose way of life caught_ui:
with him, He died aboﬁt ten years ago in a New York hospital; a victin
of the same disease which killed Bumnny, :
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The atmosphere was informal a.t the Famous Door. The musicians
would stand or sit,discuss a nnmber,then play it as the mood
dictated. They engaged in horseplay,sometimes exchanged 1nstrumentsl
Buakin would take Bunny's trumpet,Condon would sit at the piana,
and Bunny would take Condon's # unique and difﬁcult-to—play foury -
string guitar. Bumy played Condon's guitar well too. COndon, uho
now oPerates £ nightclub in New York, still rerers to Bunny as a
"msician's msician®. ! i -

One day during the Famous Doar engagement,Jolmny DeVries, a
songwriter who collaboates with Buskin, came over from Dpoadway
with sheet musie from the "Zeigfeld Follies of 1936", A song in tha
'show,": Can't Get Started® by Vernon Duke, had not created much of
a sthf,but ‘DeVries 1iked it and he was anxious to see what the
"bunch® could do with it. The musiclans toyed with the tune and S
a discovery was mades "I Can't Get Started® was a concerto for
trumpet, :

At first,McKenzle sang the lyrics of the song,but it d4d not
work out too well, Bunny and McKenzie made a record of the song for
Deccaj Bumy's trlmpef was praised;the McKenzie vocal was pannedg
"Red McKenzie is only fair in * I Can't Get Started'zhe's done,'
much better™ was ane critica'l comment,

Ecxenzie was the first of a long line of singers who have .
tried to s.'mg "I Can't Cet Started". Fone have been able to equal
Bunny's vocal, nor have any trumpeters been able to match his
trumpet work in the song, In succeeding recordings of "I Can't Get
Started®,Bunny sang, He recorded the song for Vocalionjthis version
was relssued on the Brunswick labelj then he recorded the song for
Victor. Bunny became assot{i.‘q;ed with the song and in 1937;wh9n he
formed his blg band, he took 1t for his thems. :
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While "1 Cen't Get Btarted® is Bumny's best-inown recordw
another record,"Marie”, which he made with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra
in 1937. The Berigan trumpet comes in Just after the vocal in "Marie"™
4t has been said that it is the finest bit of trumpet, improvisatiom

ing, some. say his greatest work is heard for a few brief ba.rs on

ever captured on wax,

':lmprovisation" we mean that here Bunny departa fron
the written nmsie,lets the talent and imagination take over,pla.y_I
the song as he feels it, Improvisation 1s nothing new,of course;bﬁt
in the big bands such as Dorsey's and Goodman's, the mmsiclans were
iimited in this respect. A solbist could eut out for eight bars
only,then he had to return to the written arrangement,

Domme said recently that she did not think Bunny was an
official member of the Dorsey band when #pMarie® was recorded, It
was her recollection that Dorsey met Bumny in a hall outside the
Vietor recording studio and that on the spur of the mo;nent,Dorsei' ‘
asked Bumny to sit in with the band,

It was about that time,though, early 1937, tha.t Bimny
joined the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Dorsey,"The Sentimental Gentlew
man of Swing" was then appearing at Frank Dailey'a Meadowbrook
Ballroom in New Jersey. The Meadowbrook was famous in the Thirties.
as a showcase for the blg bands. Anyone old enough to remember that
era must have fond memories of the fine musie that was broadcast
from the }ieadowbrooﬁ. ' -

Bunny's dynamic trumpet was a big asseft to the Dorsey
Orchestra,just as it had been FEFHGHES with the Goodman band.
But,apparently, Bunny was not satisfied.He and Dorsey frequently

argued about the policies of the band and Just how certa.in bits
n? musieal "business® should be #H¥H¥# performed. F.‘LnaJJ.y, exaspel



ation, Dorsey told Bunny,efrect; that if hevil_mew so much about band
Joading, vhy dsdn't he form his own bande . . . A
Aside from thair disagreemants,though, Dorsey felt that Btmny -
was ready to lead a band of his own. Dorsey pointed out to Buxmy that
ag a band leader ¥# Bunny stood a chance to make a lot of moneye By
pov Bunny's stature had exceeded that of a sidaman,even a sideman -
‘ with the Dorsey Orchestra, Because of his work with Goodman,Dorsey;
hig recordings, and his radio work, Bunny had developed a ro]low‘.!nz
among the general publiec,Whether he liked it or notyhe was W to
adavance to another rung on the musical la.dder. :
 Donna wasn't convinced the band idea was so sound. It would
mean more strain and tension for Bunny who sti11 had not overcome his
1iquor problem, It would mean travel and the onesnight stand, As 1t
was,Bunny was making three to four hundred dollars a week and Donna
felt that "that was enough money for anybody®, :
But Bunny went shead and organized a Bunny Berigan Orches;r
tra. However, the musicians he hired,with the exception of clarinetist
,Matty F.atlock; were not particularly talented,The newly-formed band
followed the Dorsey Orchestra at the Meadowbrook and it floppeds
The contrast between the abilities of Bumny and l-!atlock,and tha rest
of the crew proved to be GESEMSFEIST embarassing, The Headow‘ba'ook
management quickly eased out the Berigan Orchestra and brought in the
Artie Shaw Orchestra,
Obviously, changes had to be made if the ba.nd was to
survive, In the next few months,Blmny and his manager,.lrthur Hichaud,
8 red-haired French-Canadian, who had previously managed Dorsey and

.

Goodman, revamped and reorganized,The 0ld crew was dismissed and new
talent recruited,
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For the new band Bunny and Michaud hired Cliff Natalie and
Btefe Iaipld.ns,trumpets; Ford I-eary and Frank D'Annolfo,trombonea;
Syd Pearlmutter,Henry F:.-aeman, George Auld,and Clyde Roundsy .
saxaphonesy Joe Dixon,clarinet; Tom Horgan,guitar; George Vettling'
drumsj Arnold F:l.shk:lnd,'bass; and Joe Lippman,pianist and arranger,

This,then, was Bunny's big band, the band with which heé wonld
achieve his greatest success as a band leader, On June 1,1937,
three months after the disaster at the Meadowbrook; thgegmi:y 2
Berigan Orchestra madé i1ts debut at the Roof of the Hotel Pennw - ‘-
sylvania in New York; The band was an immediate successe ..’ }

The Pennsylvania Roof was another showcase for swing bandl
in those days and it was practically unheard of for a new,lmlcnom
band to succeed there. The band's success is all the more remarkg‘
able because it was preceded by,of all bands, Benny Goodman's, f
Actually, Goodman helped Bunny get the Pemnsylvania engagement,

Goodman had heard the Berigan crew,liked what he heard,and praised

‘(
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them to the hotel's management, 2

The band gained additional impetus from radio. At various
times it was heard on three major networks, The Berigan Orches‘trt.
played for the Admiration Shampoo program which featured comediana
Tim and Irenej made guest appearances on Bunny's old program,"i'ho ‘
Saturday Night Swing Club"j and also appeared on RCA 'V:lctor and
RCA Magic Key programs, When the band went on tour it was hea.rd
over a Mutual hookup. A hookup,or "uire" incidentally, is of price
less ¥# publicity value to a band,pa.rticularly a new band,

The Bunny Berigan Orchestra became known as one of the’
fastest rising bands in the history of swing, After the Pennsylvgn
date, the band started to tour, appeared at such spots as tha ;
Paradise Restuarant and Paramount Theater in New York,and the
Pavilion Rovale on Long Island,Often it played to "turne&‘fm?}'_"‘
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Tommy Dorsey had predicted cofreutly; Bunny began ;:b make
big money. Dorma said that the band netted Ari_;f'ti-'-'i;ﬂbusana dollars:
in the first nine months. The Berigans rent.ed o’ apartnients,oné"f :
of which was fashiocnably situated off Central Park; Always popular -
with waitresses and bellhops,Bunny became even more.so..&fter a ‘-
restaurant meal he often would slip a one-hundred bill under his
plate. Belativea,too , were apt to receive sudden ‘bestowalss Dom

Berigan found two one-hundred bills in his palm after shaking hand.l

with Bunny, A '\,\
Bunny's musicians also fared well, "We made ge%:i:l gg.monéy
wvith that band, George Wettling,Bunny's drummer FEHiEARN "People
were still finding money hard to get them,so by comparison, ve
really lived, When we were an the road we all traveled in Chrylers,
One guy bought a Chrysler from a certain dealer in New York,“éo all
the car owners in the band had to have a Chrsyler.

"We did a lot of crazy things, Once we pulled into a town
in Pennsylvania,went into a hardware store and bought some .22
rifles and ammmition. When we got out on the highway we'ed lean -
out the Chryslers and blaze away at one another, Nobody tried to
hit-anybody;it was just the.idea of having a gun fight. :

u] had more fun with Bunny's band than 1've had w:!.th any
outfit l've played with, We had a great espirit de corps.%##ﬁ#
There was no hard feelings,no professional jealousies.And we really
tsyung! too. Certain tunes we called 'flag wavers's Bunny would
swing and improvise for about twenty minutes,then .Tde Dixon would
take over for as long;then maybe George Auld or myself,and a11 the
time the band would be gathering momentum, The crowd used to love

- 5 Py



8o 11: cams to pasé that at twenty-eight years of a.ge, Bqnny
Berigan was the leader of a vrosperous,nationally—ramouz su:l.nz V
orchestra, But for how long? How long would he be able to compatc
4n the high-pressure band business and booze at the same tima? To
make matters worse,his ability to hold his 1iquor was decreasing.
Formerly he could drink before a performance and not show it = .
novw he was publically-disgracing himself, Once in a Pittsburgh
theater he came cnstage to lead his band, As the band struck wp
the theme,") Can't Get Started”, he staggered, went off the stage
and crashed into the orchestra pit. Iuckily, a canvas covering
broke his fall, : T

"You'd feel so sorry for him,so sorry”,a friend of Bmmy"s
said,"Hore was a wonderful guy, a great talent,and he was Just e
ki114ng himself, 1 was there that day in Pittsburgh when he fell

off the stage, He got all wrapped up in the canvas,ﬂailing
_around, The ushers had to extricate him, What a mess. The band
played wihtout him that performance,®™ i
Why 444 Bunny drink? Why did he feel he had to sing thc

blues? It has been said that he was unhappy working for someone
else and uncomfortable as his own boss,The simplest and most ‘.!.ogi.
cal explanation seems to be is that Bunny was & niee,convivial
guy who 1iked to drink and live it up,but who overdid it and got’
hooked, He wasn't alone in this respecte It is startling the nume
ber of bigtime musicians who have been hooked and killed by alcoe
hol, Dope addiction among mugicians has recelved more publicity;
but 4t runs a poor second to alcohol, As one musician put its
"Alcoholics Anonymous came a few years too late for a lot of guys
in the music business,"



To compmmci his personal prohlems', in 1938 a rumor 'béga.n
circulating which linked Bunny's name with_t!_lat'or a_,girl vocalist;‘
This precipitaed a climax of sorts which even more gre_é.sed the skids
for the Bunny Berigan Orchestra, The fnevitible showdown occurred
during an engagement at a New York Theater. The situation became
fmessy"s Bunny's musicians were aware of the strife,which did not
. help their morale, and Broadway columists aludded to Bunny's troublet__
Bunny sought escape in the usual manner and a couple of times a
physician had to be called in to straighten him out. 3

Not long after that Bunny broke with his manager,Arthur Michau!
Then on Christmas week of 1938_;Bunny ran out of bookings and some
of his top men,including Wettling and Auld, went to work elsewheres
After revamping the band,Bunny still had a good crew which included
trumpeter,Irving Goodman‘Benny's younger brother; Hank Wayland,bassj
Murray Williams and Gus Bivona,saxes; Joe I-ippr;an,piano; Ray Coniff,
trombonej and Buddy Rich,drums.

Money problems then began to plague Bunny. Early in 1939 he
wag forced to reorganize again, This time he had a fifteen;piece
band with Vic Lauprich, Don Lodice, Larry Walsh,and Gus Bivona;saxes;
Bob Jenney and Ray Coniff,trombonesj Johnny Napton,Jake Koven,George
.Tohnson,trumpats; .Toe Bushkin,pianoj Hank Wayland,'bass;Eddie 'Tenkins,
drumsj Andy Phillips,glﬂtarist and arranger; and vocalists Kathleen |
Lane and Danny Richards.

Despite the optimistic amouncement that™this is the best,
the most loyal crew 1 have ever assembled;“ the Bunny Berigan Orchests
ra was a sinking ship, Bunny was finding it increasingly difficult-
to meet the band's Péf#¢FEE# payroll, and his debts were mounting.

the-Parnther Room-of
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The reorganized band embarked upon a tour which ended at the
Panther Room of the Hotel Sherma:n in Chicago,rormarly the collegd

Im, In C’hicago the folly of Bunny's ways. would be PEFIHEES Tev
vealed publica.]ly and his career as a bigtime orchestra leader just

about ended, ; : \,ﬁ// %

The Mugsy Spanier and "Fats" Waller bands were Chicage -
at that time,frequently the nmsic:lans from those bands joined Bunny'l
" musicians at the Panther Room for a “Cavalcade of Jazz®, Seemfngly,’
everything was all right,but at the end of the six-week C’hicago em;
gagement, rantastically enough,Bzmny was flat broke, He aid not havo
even the fortyedollar fee required to file a bankruptcy petitions
To give him time to ralse the forty dollars, he was allowed to Tile
a special affidavit, ' |

Later Bunny filed the formal bankruptecy petition and
11sted assets of one-hundred dollars and liabilities of over elevenw
thousand, His creditors mclnfied Music CorporationfWifd¥ of America;
vhich booked the bandj Arthur Michaud, his former managerj the Jokm
Wanamaker store in New fork; the Greyhound Bus Linej and his #Sd#
nmsicia.ns to whonf foursandea<half thousand was oweds | :

By this time most of Bunny's musicia.ns had found \mrk
in other bands. To list a few personnel c.hanges,Bushld.n joined Mngsy
Spanier; Bivona went with Teddy Wilson, and Fapton joined Gene Krnpa.
To add to his troubles, Bunny was fined one-thousand dollars by
James C, Peti-illo,head of the Chicago Local of the American Federaw -
tion of lﬂzsicians; for "conduct unbecoming a member of the AFMT,.
Petrillo collected the one-thousand dollars,tooj that amount was
later deducted from Bunny's salary.
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Bunny was probably. too preoccupied that Fall of 1939 to pay “
much attention to the news in Europeybut 1t was then that World War
11 began, Music reflects the ‘mood of the people,and as the var nevws
became mors ominous,hmericans found less to ™swing® about. The
#gwinging thirties" was about to give way to the werantic fortias"

After the wreckage of the Chicago disaster was cleared a.va.y,
Bunny tried to bounce back with another band, But by this time he was

i3 physica:!.ly and mentally exhausted, Just before the band was to play

a New Year's Eve date at the Mosque ‘Ballroom in Newark,New Jerseyy .
Bunny collpased and had to be hospitali.'a’.ed. The band played the -
holiday date with "Wingy® Mannone substituting for Bunny. - L
In those last two years of his lifey Bunny struggled to get
out of debt. It was that struggle,waged vhen he should have tried to
regain his healthy-which hastened his end. Upon his release from
hospital, he organized still another band, But he found he could not .
make any progress,so rather than struggle along unsteadily, he diSc :
panded and returned as a sideman with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra.

In the early 1940's, the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra;according :
to one jazz historian, was a "nighly polished summation of ‘I:he big
band era of the late thirties,® The band featured Sy Oliver's arranget
ments and vocals by the Pied Pipers,Connie Haines,and a thin young
man from Hoboken,New Jersey,ﬁ'ank Sinatra. Business was good at I‘Iew
York's Hotel Astor where the Dorsey band played; the city was crowded

_ with people who had come to see the World' Fair,

Bunny received forty-five dollars a week for living é##ﬁd
expenses while he was with the Dorsey band. The rest of hils salary
went to reduce his debt.Bunny had to curtail his big spendinge He and

Donna and the two children gave Up the Central Park aparpment and

CenA &~ aw 4navneaneive midtown hotel,



Despite the deprivatio;z,Btmh'y made -1 comsbac]é w:lth\tha Ddi'sey
band, He avolded the bottle and he began to play as before. He made
recordings with the Dorsey crew,among tham,"East of the Sun", o
Physical exercise helped himj he worked on his golt game and he
caught for the Dorsay team in Wednesday afternoon sortball gamas in
Central Park, e

There is no doubt that Dorsey tried to help Bunny that .
= Summer of 19403 perhaps because ¢ Dorsey was not above taking 'a';"
drink himself, The great "Tee Dee™ was a complex man, a parfe'ctibn,f;.s
who could be passive one minute ;work himself into a momnneﬁtai;
instrument-smashing rage the next, He was the opposite of his brothe

Jimmy,

-

e

Parlier in their careers,.Dorsey and Bunny often celebrated
together, Once they staged a fist fight on a Fifty-second Strae*_!: ;
sidewalk, The fight erupted later ¥¥#&## in a restaurant when Dorsey
unceremoniously dumped a bowl of chowdar in Bunny's lap.

But for all his wﬂdness, Dorsey,like Goodman, could stand
suecess vhereas Bunny couldn't. After six months on the straigh‘b ‘and
narrow with the Dorsey band,Btmmr stumbled. Dorsey was msympathet:!.e
He and Bunny argued and it was agreed that Bunny would work elsew
where. PR

Whatever else he had lost, Bunny still had a name which h;!
some commercial worth. He was able to get backing from ¥F MCA to
start a new Bunny Berigan Orchestra.This! time Bunny hired Frank s
Tifra.ny,F'rank Perry,Ray Crafton,trumpets; S8am Kublin Max Smith,tromu :
bonesj Eddie Alcock,Andy Fitzgerald, Frank Grolene,.'fack Henderson, -
saxesy Bill Clifton,planoj and Jack Maisel,drums,Marty Stulﬂ.maker, :
the bassist who had appeared at the Famous Door with Bunny,also
joined the band as did Danny Richard‘s;the vocallist of the previc;us
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The new venture itarted well enoﬁgh. The band was helped
by the publicity it recaived when it played 1its first engagemant
in Harlem, Either through eoninc:ldence or smart booking, a "Jazs_
war® developed between Bunny's band and the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra.
The Dorsey crew played to huge crowds at the Savoy Ballroom,while
two blocks away,Dorsey's ex-sidemn,B:mny, played at the crowded
Golden Gate Ballrooms ‘ :

With this kiclcoft, the band started on tour. It soon became
obvious that it iraa going to be a tour to nowhere. As the band lzz}oveﬂ
from one-night stand to one-night stand, the strain and travel ‘
abraded Bumny's already frayed nerves. To keep going liquor was_
required wupon awakening a drinkin glass full was needed to face, the
day., His outraged system rejected solidsj for over a year he sube
gisted on soup, for some reason "tomato" soup.

By the Summer of 1941, the band had worked its way down to
Atlantiec City. There in New Jersey,Bunny found himself in a situatic
gimilar to his Chicago predicaments he was broke;llnable pay his hote
bill-., the police came and hauled hinm off to Jjail, His musigians;who
had salary grievances, walked out, '

The Bunny Berigan Orchestra. had dates to fill the H:!.dwest,
but there were no musiclans ‘and its leader was in jail, Harry Moss,
the MCA executive, straightened out the hotel bill and effected
Bumy's releases Then Bumny and his manager,Don Palmer, em'barked
on a talent hunt, In Trenton they rounded up some teen-age musician:
rehearsed them for a few days, and headed West.



So now Burny Berigan, the natiﬁna]lyéknown' tiinnpet\ﬁlayér' and
band leadar, was reduced to lesding what amounted to a high school :
band, The average age of the ‘musicians in this latest Bunny Beriga:i '
Orchestra was nineteens The drummer was saventem. The vocalist, who':

swnung out with "Ies,Indeed." "Green Eyes",and "Dad.dy",tha popular
songs of the day, vas eighteen. : A
* The situation 4n which ‘.Bmmny found himselr became even more
] bizarro: he and his teeneage musiciang were required to grow‘baards. .
PBunny and his young band'ware booked at the Buckeye Ldkes, A?
oma; "Danceteria®, a resort, The resort's energetie pub].:lcity man
devised a scheme in which all the male employes would grow beard’s,
thus become "The Bearded Snake Hunters of 19%1%,Those employes who
were too young or who 1acked the necessary hormones to grow beards,
were allowed to affix artificial hirsute adornment,
Bunny grev a goatee. The climax of the stunt took place’
on Labor Day with each of the bearded @i# snake hunters portra.yiné ;)_ |
a character in American history. It 45 not nown what cha.nacter
As dreary and degrading as -those last months were, the sun
214 shine through occasionally for Bumys He was heartened when he
reeeived praise from CLQ.sar,and when Bollywood called, 'éﬁ.sar" in ;.
this case would be Youte Mg b
Among jazz musiclans it 48 generally agréed that Louis

ngatchmo® Armstrong is the greatest ®all around® trumpet player to

Bunny depicted or even if he made an appearance that Gve

appear in the last fifty years. There are those who disagree,of course
and 4in recent years Armstrong's showmanship has overshadowed hls hornj
but the exce]lence of the Armstrong trumpet in the late 1920%'s and
early 30'3,1113 peak years, has not been equalled,
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Because of Armstrong's pre-eminence in the jagz field, Down :
Boat Magazine for several years tried to persuade Armstrong to
revesl what six trumpet players he most admired, That Fall of 1941,
during & stopover with his band at Huntington,West Virginia, Arme
strong got around finally to answering the magazine.He sat down at
a typewriter and carefully,patiently typed his words on a piec_ie of
yellow stationery which bore the single word_.;"satchmo", in the upper
left-hand corner, ; e : B ohiE

"Now this question about my opinion about trumpet playera’
that 1 sdmire,"Armstrong wrote,"that iz actually asking an awful
lot of me...Because there's so many trumpet players that 1 admire
until there would not be room to mention them on this- paper; And
to name only six, well that is leaving me on the spot.

"But as you wished,my friend, I'll do my damndest so here
goes, First 1'11 name my boy Bunny Berigan, Now there's a boy whom
1've always admired for his tone,sounl,techmique, his sense of
phrasing and all, To me, Bunny can't do no wrong in music." '

Armstrong went on to praise Harry James, Roy Eldr_idge,Shelto
Hemphi11,and two men in his own band, Frank Galbreath and Jean
Prince, That was the first time Armstrong expressed in print § his
opinion of his fellow trumpeters, He signed the letters "Am red‘beana
and ricely yours, louis Armstrong," e o

Bunny was still with the ®snake hunters® at Buckeye Lakes
when he learned of Armstrongt!s letters "You can't imagine what a
kick that is;especially vhen it comes from Satchmo,the King,"Bunny
told reporter,Julian Bach, "All 1 can say is that louis,alone, has
been my inspiration and whatever tstyle! 1 play you can give Arme
strong credit.™



Not long after the Buckeyb Lakes engagement, the fu‘éure of—-'*‘r
Bunny and the taen-agers in his band hecame even moi-e uncertainx
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. ¥ ind tha young men and women 4
who danced. to 'Chattanooga Choo Choo“, "Bluas in the N:lght" “Elmer's
Tune",and “You Made Me Iove You™ that winter of 19%1,prepared to"
go to war, | .

In Hollywood,producer William Diaterle was preparing a Jm

£11m ‘entitled "8yncopation® which would star Jackle Cooper,Cooper::

would play the part of a trumpet player,who, according to the script,
had the qualities of several great trumpet players. The producer
decided to hire Bunny to dudb in the sound track,

Though he didn't know it, Bunny had less than six months
to 1ive when he went to Hollywood in January,1942, His work in Hollyw
wood points up the surprising fact that right up to the end,though
sickly,underweight, a shell of ¥%# his old self, his 1ip had not
deserted him » on occasion he could still play a great horn, Blmny_'s
trumpet solos in “Syncopation™ are excellent. 5

To make the music in the film sound more real, tha'somﬁ;_»-
track was made in a wmique way; The producers recorded the studio "
band first, Then Bunny,alone on a sound 'stago,listened to the ‘band'_s
recordings through ear phones, and™dubbed in™ his trumpet solose
Later sound engineers "mixed™ Bunny's solos with the music of -t'he
studio band, |

Actually, Bunny supplied the trumpet sounds for three actors
in the films Cooper, Tod Duncan, and Rex Stewart. Stewart, a welly
known trumpeter in his own right, would have played for himselr;but
he left Hollywood before the recording sessions were held,
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When Bunny completed the Hollywood assignment, he returned
to the job of 'band laader, a job he should have avoided but wou#ld
not, or could notj he was still in.debt, He played one-night sta.nds
right up until three nights before his death, In those last. months,
the one-night stands the Bunny Berigan Orchestra played were often
d4smal affairs. A writer for Metronome Magazine heard the Berigan
Orchestra play a one-nighter in Connecticut about this time.

nIt proved to be one of the most depressing expariences 9f ny
life;“the Metronome man wrote, "The band was Just nothing and conh}.
pared to Bunny's standards,Bunny’s blowing was pitiful, He sounded-
14ke a man trying to imitate himself, a man with none of the inw
spiration and none of the technique of the real Berigan,

"He looked awful,too. He must have lost thirty pounds.His
clothese were loose fitting,his collar looked as if it were a couple
of sizes too large,

"ppparently,though, he was in good spirits. He joked with
friends and talked about the great future he thought his band had, -
But you had a feeling it would never be. And when intermission came,
Bunny left the bandstand not to return for a long time, and some
trumpeter you'd never heard of came down front and sparked the band
more than its leader'had,"jou realized this was enough, you left
feeling awful," : ' = i

The tour continued on into Pennsylvania and in Pittsburgh,
Bunny contracted pneumonia. He was admitted to Allegheny State Hose
pital in Pittsburgh, During Bunny's illness, Sunny Skylar helped

out by leading the Berigan band, Upon Bunny's release from.the
hospital two weeks later, his doctor warned ¥### that Bunny would
be endangering his if he returned to work without first res
gaining his &S sfrength. Bunny ignored the warning,
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Bunny's desire to rid himself of debt drove him on,of course,
but Qt the same time it is quéstionable if he wanted toyor expected
to,live long unough to enjoy a debt-rree ezistanco. Does a man with
confidence in the future predict his own death? Bunny did = almost
to the day. :

The prediction was made in November,19%1,shortly before Bunny
: went to Hollywood, Bunny's father nCap" Berigan, died that monﬁh
and Bunny went to Fox leke for the funeral. That,incidentally, vas
the last time Bunny saw his hometown. Just before "Cap's® casket vas
sealed,Bunny‘walked over and touched his father's hand., "So long,
Dad," he sald, wItll see you 4n six months.™ :

Don Berigan overheard this, "What the hell kind of a Tow
mark was that?" Don said angrily;WWhat's a matter with you,yon
crazy?" Bunny made no reply; he merely shrugged and walked awaYe
Six months and two weeks later Bunny was dead,

For a brief period after his hospital stay, Bunny got along
without alcohol. But then one night on the bandstand he needed 1t to
grease the talent. According to Donna, the band was either playing
4n Pittsburgh or Baltimore that night, she has forgotten vhich!,
when the dancers began to urge Bﬁnny to play more. "More,more ,they
chanted, Bunny was disappointed in his performance that night and 1t
began to infuriate him that he could not make the sounds come out
right, The crowd continued to chant.as Bunny's anger with himself
increased until,finally,‘ha wncorked a bottle. The liquor loosened
him, he returned to the bandstand and played with his old self w

confidence,
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Another glimpse of Bunny at this time is supplied :'by Jack

Pyle, & rriend and fan of Bunny's, Pyle was a specta.tcr at the Palow
mar Ballroom in Norfolk,Virginia, where the Barigan band played a
three-night stand, In a letter, Pyle descri‘bed -1 perrormanca B'unny
- gave on one of those nights, Pyle's letter was included in an articlc
Paul E, Miller wrote for Down Beat after Bunny died,

*1 had gone out front to watch the band,"Pyle said;" when

" Punny walked to the microphone and beckoned for attention,

% tlLadies and gentlemen',he began, ! 1've had a lot of
requests this evening to pla.y our theme,!I Can't Get Started! ,well,
you'll have to pardon me, but 1 just got out of the hospital a few
weeks ago, and 1'm not feeling up to par, Now 1'11 tell you what
1'11 do,1'11 *try' and play it for ‘you. But remember, if 1 miss_%ﬂs
your fault,?

"The band broke into that old familiar,introductory
strain, There,out front; with his trumpet polsed resolutely,stood
Bunny Berigan; a man who,although his doctor had told him only a .
week ago not to play his trumpet for some months, had the courage to
~ attempt the toughest number in the book. V

*Bunny didn't miss., He played as 1 have never heard him
play before, You could see he was'working'. He went through the :
entire arrangement with flawless precision, When he pointed his hor;
toward the sky and hit a perfect F sharp above high C, the crowd rose
to its feet in a tremendous round of applause which lasted five
minutes,

®"And Bunny.Berigan smiled,”
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"Was Bunny philosophical enough to mow that the end was

near?® Miller asked in his article,addihg:".l think he was, He
had 1ived his 1ife as he wanted,expressing his whole life through |

musie. No man can do more,” - RiEy S EE Rl

After the swing through Pennsylvania and Virginia, the -
Berigan band headed North. Punny stopped off briefly in New York
before continuing to Boston whére the band had bookings,. He was
now a grim caricuture of ¥f#FFEf his former selfj he \rasl fatally
111 and it showed, During the New York stOpover,‘a musician friend
met Bunny. | d _ S s abule

My wife and 1 vere sitting in a restaurant on Seventh
Avenue,across from the Taft Hotel," the musiclan said."Suddanly,
my wife said,'oh,look, there goes Bunny Berigan' 1 had just rew
turned from a date in Buffalo where 1 had seen 'Syncopationt,-
1 wanted to tell Bunny what a great job he did in the movie so0
1 ran out to the street,'Hey,Bunny'y, 1 called,Bunny was up the
sidewalk walking with a couple of guys. He stopped and turned,
When 1 saw his face it was like a scene from the Phantom of the
@488 Opera when the mask is suddenly ripped away. Hls eyes we;'é ;
sunken and discolored,his skin tight and blotched, What a shock.
We talked for awhile. 1 remember he sald he was going to Boston,”

Donna accompanied Bunny to Boston in the hope that she

could keep Bunny away from the bottle. She couldn't, When Bunny
started to drink;he and Donna argued and Donna said;"Ir that's the
way things are going to be,1'm golng back to New York."™
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"Little Gate", Bunny's faith colored band boy also dow
parted, "Little Gate“,Robert Walsh, had groun tired of being
dammed for bringing liquor to Bunny and damed if he dddn't., '

.Bunny continued on alone,After it playad the Boston area., .
'l:he band swung South again,The Bumny Barigan Orchestra played its
‘last full engagement on Friday night,May 29,1942, at the University-
of Scranton,Scranton,Pennsylvania. On Saturday night the band was
booked at Ray Hartenstine's Sunnybrook Ballroom in Pottsto‘m; :
Pennsylvania, However, the management of the Stmnybz"ook was forced
to refund the admissions because the bus carrying the musicians bro.ke
down, Bunny and several musicians, who traveled by car, arrived on
time and they staged an impromptu jam sessions for the customers,
When Bunny finished playing for that impropmti session, that was
i1t; that night the Bunny Berigan trumpet was laid in its case for
the last time,

The band left Pottstown for New York City where it was

to appear on Sunday night at Manhattan Center. The band went onstage
at the Center,but Bunny was not there to lead it, He had collapsed
in his apartment at the Van Courtlandt Hotel on West Forty-ninth :
Street., Benny Goodman, who was then appearing in New York at the
Paramount Theater, substituted for Bunny,and performed with the
Berny Goodman Bextet.,

Bunny's cond:l.i:.’toz:r .----' 7#¢ and on Monday afternoon it
wag decided to remove him to Polyclinié Hospital on Fiftieth Street.

Despite the ministrations of the hospital's staff, however; Bunny's
strength continued to drain from him and early Tuesday morning;

June 2,19#2; Bunny Berigan died., Causes internal hemmorrhage come
plications' resulting from cirrhosis of the liver,
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~ Before he died,Bunny had almost succeeded in eliminating
his indebtedness. | | ' ‘

Donna heard of her husband's death on an earlyq-morning
radio news broadcast. She hadn't been able to sleep that night so
she sat up in the apartment and listened to the radio, ;

"After 1 heard the news 1 just sat there stunned ,"Donna said.
“In ract, 1 was in a daze for two years after Bunny's death.' Early
4n the morning Harry Moss of MCA called on the telephona. He asked
4¢£ 1 had heard the news and then he said something about 1 would
have to go to work, Work? Me? Where? What conld 1 do to earn & .
1iving? The only trade 1 lmew was dancing and 1 hadn't done any
of that for ten years., There was no money, Bunny left none, The
only money 1 ha.d in the world when Bunny died was two dollars in ;
my purses There vas no msuranee,Btmny s auditor allowed the polic
to lapse. There was nothing. Souvenir hunters even stole Bunny's
pen, cuff links, an and tie clasps. 1 don't ¥mow what happened to his
trumpete It had a specially=built mouthpiece. About six o'clock 1
\? a knock on the door., It was George Zack, (the piano player,
jend of Bunny's.)He was the only one that showed upe™
The- problem of who would pay for the funeral and buria
expenses was. solved when Tommy Dorsey came forward Dorsey also
paid for the train fare to allow Donna to accompany Bunny's body

to Fox Lake.



.~

s

At éhe Fox lake railroad gtation,Bunny's body vas re-
moved from the baggage car and carried to thé‘home of an aunt,Mrs.
Days Timms, A wake for Bunny was held thét.night. A few feen;égéa
aﬁmirers hitch-hiked from Milwaukee to Fox Lake to pay their last
respects, While Bunny was lying in state, one of the teenagers
agsked Don for a gouvenir to remember Punny. At that moment a breeze
from an open window d4strubed Bunny's hair. Don, who had given
Bunny his 1ast haircut, picked up a pair of sciccors,snipped.a'loék
of Buny's hair,gave 1t to the teen=ageTe ;

: Punny was buried the next morning,Saturday morning, about

nine o'clock in Fox lake 4n an unmarked grave, Ko one had provided
for a gravestonej there wasn't even a grave markeTs This condition
remained for eight yearé'untii one-mundred of Bunny's rriends;iné :
cluding Wisconsin members of the American Federation of Musicians
subscribed to a monument,

Punny's manager,Don PalmeT, tried to keep the Berigan
Orchestra going after Bunny's death. Saxaphonist Vido Musso was ine
stalled as leader, but it d4dn't work out;éﬁéfﬁf and it wésn't’lon;
before the orchestra digbanded for the last time,

At that time there was considerable publicity about the
various trust funds and benefit programs wvhich some showbusiness _
personalities gaid they planned to set up for Donna and the #EER
children, While she did receive some help from those sources,it
amounted to very 11ttle,Donna sald. Bunny's daughters,Patricia and
Joyce; went to live with Donna's brother in Sxﬁicuse. Dorma  struct
out on her owne. Twolﬁears after Bunny died,she married George Zacl

Today both patricia and Joyce ave married and both live
in the Riverdale sectlon of New York Citye One 1s married to a péﬁ

won  +he other to a man who is in the electronics field, If Bunny
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Donna has not rared too well, In April of this year she
was living in an apartment on Chicago's South Side and working as a
waitress in a midtown restaurant. She a.nd Zack are rreque.ntly W
separated since he spends a good deal of his time on the road, partice
ularly at Arizona and Nevada resorts.
A reporter interviewed Domna in Chicago recantly.
reporter found her slim,'blonde, still attractive, She talked rreely
of her life with Bunny and ,apparently, she habored no bitterness.
During the interview, Zack telephonegswlggol;:d Just arrived in Chicago
and he asked Domna to meet him at a §¥#fddd restaurant. Donna agreed’
and she invited the reporter to continue the mterview at the restate
rant, | ;
Zck was waiting at the bar when Donna and the report‘:e':l"_'_
arrived, Zack is a tall,square-jawed,redwhaired man in his early ;
forties whose voice,when you think about it, resem‘bless'g}]:-gt of actor
John Carradine.An accomplished jazz planist, he has made recordings
and he has played with Mugsy Spanier's band and Bob Crosby's Bobcats,
Zack has strong opinions about jJazz and the world in general. He .
obviously loved Bunny. During the reporter's interview with Donna,
Zack became impatient.EREFRiFTEA
"To write with autilority on Bunny you've got to know
the motivation, the motivation to play pure Jazz,"Zack said."Iou've :
got to 1isten to Bunny's music and you've got to get around and talk
to jazz musicians, Talk to the real Jazz men, 'the chosen few!y, most
of the musicians who try to play Jazz today can't blow their noses.™
"Bunny's 'brqther,Don; said he thought Bunny pla.nned'
to return to ‘'sweet' music before he died;"the reporter remarked,

Zack disagreed: "Bunny wanted to play with a New Orleans
'beat'!, play traditional jazz. His real love was the small,Dixieland



"Bunny was unhappy becausé he couldn't play the kind of
g : N

music he wanted to play," Donna sald.

nYou've got to have the soul of an IBM machine to play '
that commercial music all the time," Zack sald. "I tried 1t,but

1 had to give 1t up because 1 didn't want to die a drmk.It

's the

paper, the wall paper, as soon as they put that sheet nmsic :Ln

front of you,you loses 'Paper music?! is different musice That's

why 1 never went with ¥ CGoodman because 1 was sick of memorizing

200 arrangements,free for eight ‘bars,then back again,”

"What kind or *beat! did Bunny play when he was at

his peak?",Zack was asked.

-

"FNew York ‘'beat!," Zack replied,then ha wvent on to
explaini"There's a New York tbeat',a Chicago tbeat!, a St. Ioui.s
‘beat!,a Kansas City *beat! ,a New Orleans 'beat!,and now with ﬁ

guys like Turk Murphy out there,there's a tPrisco 'beat's

The discussion touched on San Fransisco and the

i
We st

Coast and someone revalled that Bunny had playedé there only a fmr

times, once with Goodman and only occasionally after that.

wBunny hated the West COast, Zack said, "When Bunny wai
out there,there was nothing there, Why for Chris sake 1t took

them twenty-five years to recognize Armstrongl®

®It's a funny thing about the Berny Goodman bana,-* :

Donna remarked, * In all the things that have been sald and

writt.

about the band, there is never any mention of Bemny's sister, :

forget her name. Wasn't she the business brains behind the band?"

Neither the reporter nor Zack mew much about Goode

man's sisters °
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"Bunny was one of the fgreats! along with Armstrong and
King Oliver," Zack #ﬁ# averred.®They all had that distinct tone,
as distinctive as a fe.ce or a fingerprint. Bunny had the lip,
breathing, and the imagination. He could have blown a Zazoo and me.de
1t sound ]ike somethiné "

"What does Bmmy's music all a:ld up to? What was he trying
to say with his horn?,“Zack was aeked.

S "Beauty,drive,and rreedom," Zack replied, "That's what B‘Lmn.
said to me once. Bunny‘s horn hed all thoee qnalities,especially
‘drive's Bunny had a drive few of us have." , g

The reporter's imagination took a wild rlight; for a moment
he saw Blmny,and all Jazg musicians, as supreme idealists, ertists,
who,through their nmsic, try to depict a world of 'beauty,drive,
and freedom,(A few weeks later in New York the reporter tal!.ked 'l:o
a musician who had played 4n Bunny's band, The musician said that
he had never heard Bunny use the phrase,"beauty,drive and rreedom;“

and the musician 4848 expressed doubt that the phrase had any
significance.) E
After a few drinke, Donna,Zack,and the reporter went to ‘l:he
Zack apartment for midnight coffee. The talk continued to 'be o.f.
v music and musicians. Domma said that if ever Hollywood made a £ilm
of Btmny‘s 1ife she would 1ike Billy Butterrield to record the

.-‘-’.‘.*'-'

sound track, Then Zack remarked that in Chicago there was a young
colored trumpeter who played 1ike Bunny,but he was Just up from the
South, wild, and ¥#B&ff nobody had been able o catch him to put
shoes on him, Donna offred the reporter the use of the spare room.
'The reporter stayed for the night,left early the next morninge



It requires travel.to do rasearch on the life of a musician
who has been dead almost twenty years.The people who were 'brought
together by Bunny!'s music ame now scattered over the comtry or are'
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dead, It is also a fact that many of the people who danced to and
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14stened to Bumny's music have forgotten him, The younger generatio:i}
the rock n roll crowd, of course, never heard of Bunny Berigan.
Things have changed in Bumnny's hometown,too. For one thing,
‘tha trains don't run to Fox lake anymore. To get there one must havc
an automobile or be prepared to take a taxl from Beaver Dam. Host of
the Fox Lake crowd that knew has ##f¥ elther died or moved. Blmny [ -
cousin,Charles Casey, still lives in Fox Iake. Casey will talk
sbout Bunny, He and Bunny were about the same agej they spent 'l:heii'
early days together hmting,fishing,s;:orting about the comtrysi{e. -
The town of Fox lake amowmts to about a ‘main street.On thn
main street, Casey runs a saloon and a laundramat. He also does a ‘
1ittle art work and sign painting. On the back wall. of Casey's. saloon,-
to the right of the bary there is a photograph of a young,wavyghaired ‘f_
Bunny Berigan dressed in a light sult,dark shirt, and white 'I:ie.His =
right hand and knee support the horn. "Sincere regards to my #ﬂ
1Cuz® Casey...yours,Bunny Berigan” is written on the photograph.
Casey has more photographs of Bunny and news clippings at home 1n .t
scrapbook. Casey also has a collection of Bunny's records, =
When a reporter arrived in Fox lake recently to 111911.11'0 ,
about Bunny, Casey was busy in the commmity hall helping hia ‘teenw i
age dau.ghtér and her friends prepare for the high school junior prom,
The "Enchanted Sea Junior Prom" was to. be held that night from nine’
to one with music by Ron Harvey and his orchestra, There was a photo
of young Harvey on a poster. The reporter meant to ask,but didn't; -

what instrument Harvey played. A trumpet perhaps?



' Casey took ‘time off from the dance preperations to drive théi;
reporter two miles out of toﬁn to 8t, ¥ 's cemetary where Bunny'ié :
buried,Near Bunny‘s monument are the giaEZs of his father and mothar; |
"Mame® Berigan died in 1944, Casey designed Bunny's monument. It 15
red granite, was mined in Wisconsin not ar from Fox Lake. On the
stone there is an outline of a trumpet w{th the inscription:™Bernard
Bunny Berigan,1908919h2, The Internationglly'Famous Musician®", Bunny's
monument 48 on a hill overloocking the rolling Wisconsin farm land.
The land which he loved, the land from'which.he was separated...by‘

his talent.
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