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REPORT OF PRESIDENT

To the Honorable, The Mayor:—

I have the honor to fransmit to you herewith the annual
report for the year 1917 of the Madison Free Library.

I take the liberty of directing special attention to the
steady inerease in book circulation which the report shows.
Each year of the past five has shown an increase over the
preceding one until, as the accompanying report shows, the
enormous total of 195,018 volumes has been reached. Al-
ready more than one half of the entire population of the city
are registered as book borrowers at this library.

I am, Sir,

. Yours most respectfully,

W J. AxpErsox,
President Madison Free Library Board.



REPORT OF LIBRARIAN

To the Board of Directors of the Madison Free Library,
Madison, Wisconsin:

I am glad to present to you the forty-second report of the
Madison Free Library, showing that it has held its place in
the life of the community the past year.

Quite unexpectedly the figures of circulation when brought
together from the different departments showed a slight in-
crease, bringing the total to 195,018, the largest circulation
yet recorded. Many libraries over the country have reported
a decrease in adult reading, due doubtless to the large read-
* ing of newspapers and the employment of time in activities,
arising from war conditions. This library noticed a slight
decrease at the main desk, scattered among the different
classes of books. The classes of magazines, travel and his-
tory showed increase due to war interests.

The children’s room at the main library showed a little
larger total. Undoubtedly the scarlet fever epidemic had
some influence here. (lases of contagious disease are re-
ported by the health officer and every book known to have
been in a house where such disease existed is burned. Some
people, however, do not seem to know this and fear to have
children use books when there are so many cases as last
winter.

The Sixth Ward branch library made a very decided gain
of 5389 volumes in circulation, adult 2865 and children
2524. The total circulation, 28,808 is the largest ever re-
corded at this branch.

The high school branch loaned 14,095 books, a slight in-
crease.

All public and parochial scheols except the Marquette
were furnished school libraries. The Marquette is so near

the Sixth Ward branch that the children are
Work With  served by it.
Schools The school libraries were sent out later than
usual and not exchanged during the year and
this proved not so good a plan as sending the two sets of li-
braries yearly.  The circulation of books is remarkably



good, considering this fact and the scarlet fever. Several
schools like the Longfellow, Washington and Harvey that
usually record large numbers of books circulated did not al-
low the books to leave the schoolrooms while there were so
many cases of disease.

The children’s librarian made 85 school visits during the
year.

During the summer vacation manths of 1916, two stations
for children were maintained at the Longfellow and at the
Hawthorne schools one afternoon a week with a circulation
of 1,745 books.

The instruction in the use of a library was continued on
the same lines as in previous years. The librarian gave 68

talks in schoolrooms and had 395 eighth grade
Library pupils in classes at the library. The high
Instruction school librarian continued the work in the first

and second year high school English classes
with 632 pupils in 36 classes.

More books for the permit pupils were lxept on deposit at
the continuation school and were used more than ever before

by that department of the school.

Continuation The librarian gave talks on the library to
School night classes in English at the high school.

The instructors co-operated by urging the
pupils to register at the library and many became during the
winter months regular borrowers.

The reference librarian visited the classes in home econom-
ics and gave 12 ten to twenty minute talks with lists of books
on the Household, Cookery, Dress, House Building and Busi-
ness.

During Good Book Week, a large exhibit of good books for
Christmas gifts for children was held at the main library

building. The Moseley Book Store assisted by
Exhibits loaning many new attractive copies of the stand-

ard books. Many people visited the exhibit and
examined the books. i

The children’s librarian continued the presentation of the
subject of best books for children when asked to speak before
the Parent-Teacher Association meetings. She was present
and talked at the Harvey, the Lincoln, the Doty, the Bray-
ton, the Lapham, the Hawthorne, the Lowell, the Longfellow
and the Randall school association meetings. She took books
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with her and found parents interested in these best books for
their children.

The registration table shows the same transitoriness of
many Madison residents. While 2,466 people registered for

the first time as users of the library, 1,753
Registration cards were withdrawn as their owners after

due notice had not reregistered. These with
the cards cancelled because of death, removal from the ecity
and other causes reduces the net gain to 452. 16,073 people
. are at present registered.

The book account is interesting because more books were

added than in any previous year, but again more books were
withdrawn so the net gain was not unusually
Book large. The number of worn out books was unus-
Account .nal in the main library and in the school collee-
tion. Many of the purchases were therefore re-
placements. The year closes with 38,802 books in all de-
partments.

The regular organizations that had previously used the
assembly rooms continued their use. DBoy scouts, the Red

Cross, and the Dry League were granted much
Meetings use of rooms for their meetings. In all 256 meet-
: ings were held with many small committee meet-
ings not recorded. This is the largest use ever made of the
building for this purpose.

At the Sixth Ward branch, the Continuation School was
again granted use of the assembly room on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday evenings. Other evenings were taken by the
Camp Fire girls, the Anti-Narcotic league, the girls’ and the
boys’ dancing classes.

The principal gift of the year was the beautiful little
fountain given by Mr. and Mrs. M. S. Slaughter in memory

of their daughters Elizabeth and Gertrude.
Gifts Many patrons of the library have remembered that
the library can use gifts of good books and magazines
and to them grateful acknowledgment is made.

Miss Georgia Hough who had been connected with the li-
brary for many years was obliged by illness to give up her

work and will be missed by many at the loan desk.
Staff Miss May Lewis came as desk assistant in Sept.

1916 and resigned to take a position in Tampa, Flor-
ida in April.



Miss Dena Lindley, an apprentice in 1916, came in as
substitute assistant.

Miss H. Marjorie Beal, who came to the library as chil-
dren’s librarian in Sept., 1913, leaves this year to take a
needed rest.

What has the library done the past few months to help?
Books on the war and allied subjects have been bought so far

as funds permitted.
The Future All garden and poultry books were in con-

stant use. The governmient pamphlet, the
Small Vegetable Garden, was obtained in quantity and given
to all garden makers who requested it.. For the housewife,
bulletins of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture and of several
state agricultural schools were obtained for their suggestions
and directions on canning and preservation of food. Books
were also bought.

What libraries shall plan for the immediate future on ac-
count of the conditions arising in the community because of
the war is not doubtful.

First—Children’s reading must continue on same sane
lines as have been followed.

Second—All possible books should be furnished adults that
will help them to a better understanding of the numberless
problems of their own country and a clearer perception of
conditions in other countries.

Third—The library must furnish the best books for re-
laxation and refreshment, books not so closely allied with the
problems of the day, for in times of intense living books are
one of man’s great resources.

As a community asset in all these ways, the library’s value
should inerease the coming year.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary A. SmrTs,
Librarian.



TABLE 1
Book Account, 1916—17

Main Sixth High t?ghogl v
i | R e G |
No. of vols. ‘ i | |
July 1, 1916.. 26,076 2,536 2,386 5,491 | 36,489
Additions: | |
By purchase ..| 1,763 | 327 | 365 | 1,774 | 4,229
By zift ..., .. 103 | 39 A 142
Other sources..| 288 | 58 e G 859
Total 9,154 | 424 | 365 | 1,780 | 4,723
Withdrawals ....| 971| 340| 58| 1,041 | 2410
No. of vols. i } ‘ :

July 1, 1917.. 27,259 | 2,620 | 2,603

6,230 = 38,802

TABLE 2

Rent Collection, 1916-17

Main Library—
No. of volumes July 1, 1916
Raditiprs e et ST S RS St
Withdrawals:
Transferred to Main library ...... 170
Transferred to Sixth Ward branch 29
‘Withdrawn 3
No. of volumes - July 1 1910 5 o o
Sixth Ward Branch—
No. of volumes July 1, 1916
Additions
Transferred to free collection
No. of volumes July 1, 1917

8

226
248
236
238
18
29
10
37



TABLE 3

Circulation Statistics, 1916-17

School

High

ley{x?::;}'y ’ Warﬁiﬁlﬂgnch Stations Collection School Total
a0 ¢ Ay e ¢ il LR c A

Periodicals—Bound .. 113 | ieals 4 | 4 ic] i Sl 243
Periodicals—Current .| 4,217 530 2,737 396 6 | 20 | 641 | 8,547
General works T4 e 8. | 152
Philosophy . .... 1,269 TR A e LSRR 1 91 ’ 1,336
Religion ........ 1080 asg | op| da7e| B9l . 45|, 438]  qi0|. 2904
Sociology ....... 2,996 | 285 25 | 52 18 1 304 | 2,477 | 6,158
Phldlose. v ook = 1Eh 1 2 | o 2 562 722
Soieiice v o 1,452 | 1,414 a8 |y 8| 112| 2125| 554| 6,360
Useful arts .. ... 9,945 | 961 | 135 | 499 2 48| s20| 997 | 5,137
Pineary ..o 3,008 611 452 | 143 i1 4 | 78 57 4,454
Literature . ..... 6,532 | 1,384 182 | 682 8 | A e 9284 12 598
Biography ©.o. o . 2,388 658 854 201 10 | 49 876 501 | 4,768
Thavalst . ni oo | 1,970 | 1,388 | 125 | 509 1| 104| 1,905| 196| 6,198
History ........ | 2,825 | 1,630 151 718 6 162 | 2,527 | 4,948 | 12,967
Fairy tales ... ... o] 4889 | 2,166 396 | 5,092 .| 12,298
Frenchi:. oo 56 | . 81 137
(RerMAan =i o 1,079 260 | 384 1,723
Norwegian . ..... foatigs 63 | M 231
Yaddish o - 37 13 50
Tealam =r e S e 51 h1
Masagh s o5 s 603 206 603
Pamphlets o o0 i 673 | | 206 | s o & ALK 625 1,504
Pt o 40,249 | 17,175 | 10,114 | 7,614 | 4,261 | 1,352 | 10,159 | 335 | 100,259
Wats e ot BBl e N e 5,683

il L 87,500 | 31,263 | 15,065 | 13,743 | 4.427 | 2.372 | 26,553 | 14,095 | 195,018




TABLE 3

Circulation Statistics—(continued)

ol it eirenlation™ S S S e 121,08%
Total children’s circulation .................. 73,931

Grand=ternlys it ony el SR e 195,018
Percentage of fiction adult and children ...... 54
Percentage of children’s books circulated ...... 37
No. of days library was open for circulation .... 305
Average daily circulation—Main library ...... 389
Average daily circulation—Sixth Ward branch. . 94

Largest monthly circulation—Main library—March 11,764
Smallest monthly eirculation—Main library—Aug. 8,268
Largest monthly circulation—Sixth Ward branch—

Nowember oo D Sl e e R 2,969
Smallest monthly cireulation—Sixth Ward branch

B T R S e A S £ LR 1,504
N ot pietures eirenlited . ... o0 i Db 9,526
No. of mounted poems circulated ............. 839
Cirenlation of books on teachers’ cards ........ 1,543
No. of Sundays library wasopen .............. 34
No. of people using main library on Sunday .... 1,547
No. of people using branch library on Sunday .. 780
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TABLE 4
Reqistration, 1916-17

Adult Children Total
No. of borrowers July 1, 1916.. 11,547 4,074 15,621
Additions:

New borrowers . ..........0. 1,697 - 769 2,466
Re-registrations ............ 1,029 364 1,393
Transferred from children’s
TegMIER i E R S 265 200 265
Summer borrowers 1916 ... .. 112 17 124
Subscription borrowers ...... 4 s 4
Depogit: borrowers .. i:.. ... 83 G 83
il e Gl 3,190 1,150 4,340
Withdrawals:
Cards expired—Re-registered.. 1,029 364 1,393
Cards expired—Not re-regis-
beredii o d i il s 1,461 202 - 1,163
Transferred to adult department ey 265 265
Summer borrowers 1916 ..... 112 17 129
Subseription borrowers ... .... 2 e 2
Deposit borrowers ............ 82 el 82
OCards cancelled ............. 205 59 264
atail e 2,891 997 8,883

No. of borrowers July 1, 1917.. 11,846 4,227 16,073
1



TABLE 5
Financial Statement, 1916

Receipts:
Balance s Lan e s s s e $284.26
City appropriation .......... 14,408.15
Interest offunds .. 0000 . 137.44
Wis. Library Commission rent 472,03
Rentiol itaomeis 00 LR 150.25
SUDSCEIPHOT 0. e 36.00
i S e B S e RS 699.70
Sixth Ward branch ......... 173.04
Newleandac oty v pe 18.60
oetebonkaiente . ot a o T o 41.32
Washe papey . .. s 27.26
Postalp? o it e s s 16.21
Miscellaneous .............. 1.47
CRTSEI ST T oy
Expenditures:
Main library:
Books and periodicals. .. ... 2,251.95
Carsthfe oo 22.30
Blrayie o T 32.60
Drygoods, towels ......... ' 3.65
Freight and express ....... 34.14
Furniture and fixtures . ... 145.75
General supplies and expense 62.56
Heat, light, power and gas..  1,651.88
[osianes = ol 162.00
Laundry and janitor supplies 46.97
Printing, stationery, binding  1,228.80
Repairs and replacements . . 454.92
Salaries—Librarians ...... 6,051.95

Jdaniters oo Tl 1,211.60
_— 13,361.07



Sixth Ward branch:

Books and periodicals. . .. ..
(B bare —or o Sl s
e S e e
Freight and express .......
Purniture) - moe T o e
General supplies and expense
Heat, light and gas .......
EOOURanEE s sl s s
Laundry and jaritor supplies
Printing, stationery, binding
Repairs and replacements. . .
Salaries—Librarians ......

FRELtEIT s

High school branch :

Books and periodicals .. ...
Printing, stationery, binding
Salaries—Librarian ... ...

Ninth Ward branch:

Books and periodiecals . ...
Garigiea. . ol Dk,
KR i i s
General supplies and expense
Salaries—Librarian .....
Balance on hand Dee. 31, 1916

13

300.88
10.20
4.25
45
20.55
5.40
8719
20.40
9.56
165.26
129.25
609.00
157.20

457.12
107.42
805.00

3.62
2.90
.50
2D
2.10

1,520.19

1,369.54

9.37
205.56
$16,465.73



APPENDIX

Library Statisties

Arranged according to the form adopted by the American
Library Association

Annual Report for year ending June 30, 1917
Madison Free Library, Madison, Wisconsin

Population served (Census 1910) ............ 25,581
Terms of use—I'ree for lending and reference
latalnnmbieriof ageneies . o lal an L 29
Consisting of Central library ............ 1
Branohes & R e e 2
(One occupies its own building)
Btationee Srnae e L S T
StlioolS it el L e 19
Number of days open during the year:
Har errenlatian c oo n Lo S L 305
DT o e SO R e B e 339
Hours open each week for lending ............ 72
Hours open each week for reading, Oct.—May. ... 76
Watal mumberof atafl s L e e 10
Total valuation of library property ........... $116,100
Number of volumes at beginning of year........ 36,489
Number of volumes added during year by purchase 4,229
Number of volumes added during year by gift. . .. 142
Number of volumes added during year by binding 104
Number of volumes added during year otherwise. 248
Number of volumes withdrawn during year. .. ... 2,410
Total number at end of year .......... 38,802
Adult Juvenile Total
Total recorded use ........ . 121,087 173,931 195,018
No. of vols. of fiction loaned for '
homeimuaa s e 69,642 36,300 105,942
No. of pictures loaned for home use ............ 9,526
No. of restricted loans (overnight) ............ 14,095
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Adult Juvenile Total
Number of borrowers registered

during the year............ 1,896 786 2,682
Total number of registered bor-
e AT L reord o A G s 11,846 4,227 16,073
Finance—
Receipts:
Unexpended halance ....... $ 741.65
Tocal s taxation oo, <ok veisn 14,408.15
Invested funds ......... .. 150.00
Fees (subseriptions) ...... 36.00
Einests th o s s S 872.74
Duplicate pay collection . .. 401.45

Other abuTess s v it . 864.58

Payments for maintenance:

Books i sl tiatamsin AP 2,004.43
Reriodicalass: Jm bl ois TNB.1T
Salaries—library service .. 7,468.05
Salaries—other service .. .  1,368.80
Iratioanee ot e 182.00
Plaapis oo oL 1,262.44
T G 138.96
Other mainténance ....... 3,314.56

Balanee o ag s 662.16
e SR 17,474.57












	Blank Page



