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REPORT OF PRESIDENT 

To the Honorable, The Mayor :— 

I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the annual 
report for the year 1917 of the Madison Free Library. | 

I take the liberty of directing special attention to the 
: steady increase in book circulation which the report shows. 

Each year of the past five has shown an increase over the 
preceding one until, as the accompanying report shows, the 
enormous total of 195,018 volumes has been reached. Al- 
ready more than one half of the entire population of the city 
are registered as book borrowers at this library. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours most respectfully, 

Wo. J. Anperson, 

President Madison Free Library Board.



REPORT OF LIBRARIAN 

To the Board of Directors of the Madison Free Library, 
Madison, Wisconsin: 

I am glad to present to you the forty-second report of the 
Madison Free Library, showing that it has held its place in 
the life of the community the past year. 

Quite unexpectedly the figures of circulation when brought 
together from the different departments showed a slight in- 
crease, bringing the total to 195,018, the largest circulation 
yet recorded. Many libraries over the country have reported 
a decrease in adult reading, due doubtless to the large read- 
ing of newspapers and the employment of time in activities, 
arising from war conditions. This library noticed a slight 
decrease at the main desk, scattered among the different 
classes of books. The classes of magazines, travel and his- 
tory showed increase due to war interests. 

The children’s room at the main library showed a little 
larger total. Undoubtedly the scarlet fever epidemic had 
some influence here. Cases of contagious disease are re- 
ported by the health officer and every book known to have 
been in a house where such disease existed is burned. Some 
people, however, do not seem to know this and fear to have 
children use books when there are so many cases as last 
winter. 

The Sixth Ward branch library made a very decided gain 
of 5389 volumes in circulation, adult 2865 and children 
2524. The total circulation, 28,808 is the largest ever re- 
corded at this branch. 

The high school branch loaned 14,095 books, a slight in- 
crease. 

All public and parochial schools except the Marquette 
were furnished school libraries. The Marquette is so near 

the Sixth Ward branch that the children are 
Work With — served by it. 
Schools The school libraries were sent out later than 

usual and not exchanged during the year and 
z this proved not so good a plan as sending the two sets of li- 

braries yearly. The circulation of books is remarkably



good, considering this fact and the scarlet fever. Several 
schools like the Longfellow, Washington and Harvey that 
usually record large numbers of books circulated did not al- 
low the books to leave the schoolrooms while there were so 
many cases of disease. 

The children’s librarian made 85 school visits during the 
year. 

During the summer vacation months of 1916, two stations 
for children were maintained at the Longfellow and at the 
Hawthorne schools one afternoon a week with a circulation 
of 1,745 books. 

The instruction in the use of a library was continued on 
the same lines as in previous years. The librarian gave 68 

talks in schoolrooms and had 395 eighth grade 
Library pupils in classes at the library. The high 
Instruction school librarian continued the work in the first 

and second year high school English classes : 
with 632 pupils in 36 classes. : 

More books for the permit pupils were kept on deposit at 
the continuation school and were used more than ever before 

by that department of the school. 
Continuation The librarian gave talks on the library to 
School night classes in English at the high school. 

The instructors co-operated by urging the 
pupils to register at the library and many became during the 
winter months regular borrowers. 

The reference librarian visited the classes in home econom- 
ics and gave 12 ten to twenty minute talks with lists of books 
on the Household, Cookery, Dress, House Building and Busi- 
ness. 

During Good Book Week, a large exhibit of good books for 
Christmas gifts for children was held at the main library 

building. The Moseley Book Store assisted by 
Exhibits loaning many new attractive copies of the stand- 

ard books. Many people visited the exhibit and 
examined the books. 

The children’s librarian continued the presentation of the 
subject of best books for children when asked to speak before 
the Parent-Teacher Association meetings. She was present 
and talked at the Harvey, the Lincoln, the Doty, the Bray- 
ton, the Lapham, the Hawthorne, the Lowell, the Longfellow 
and the Randall school association meetings. She took books 
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with her and found parents interested in these best books for 
their children. 

The registration table shows the same transitoriness of 
* many Madison residents. While 2,466 people registered for 

the first time as users of the library, 1,753 
Registration cards were withdrawn as their owners after 

due notice had not re-registered. These with 
the cards cancelled because of death, removal from the city 
and other causes reduces the net gain to 452. 16,073 people 
are at present registered. 

The book account is interesting because more books were 
added than in any previous year, but again more books were 

withdrawn so the net gain was not unusually 
Book large. The number of worn out books was unus- 
Account «ual in the main library and in the school collec- 

tion. Many of the purchases were therefore re- 
: placements. The year closes with 38,802 books in all de- 

partments. 
The regular organizations that had previously used the 

assembly rooms continued their use. Boy scouts, the Red 
Cross, and the Dry League were granted much 

Meetings use of rooms for their meetings. In all 256 meet- 
ings were held with many small committee meet- 

ings not recorded. This is the largest use ever made of the 
building for this purpose. 

At the Sixth Ward branch, the Continuation School was 
again granted use of the assembly room on Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday evenings. Other evenings were taken by the 
Camp Fire girls, the Anti-Narcotic league, the girls’ and the 
boys’ dancing classes. 

The principal gift of the year was the beautiful little 
fountain given by Mr. and Mrs. M. 8. Slaughter in memory 

of their daughters Elizabeth and Gertrude. 
Gifts Many patrons of the library have remembered that 

the library can use gifts of good books and magazines 
and to them grateful acknowledgment is made. 

Miss Georgia Hough who had been connected with the li- 
brary for many years was obliged by illness to give up her 

work and will be missed by many at the loan des‘. : 
Staff Miss May Lewis came as desk assistant in Sept. 

1916 and resigned to take a position in Tampa, Flor- 
ida in April. 
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Miss Dena Lindley, an apprentice in 1916, came in as 
substitute assistant. 

Miss H. Marjorie Beal, who came to the library as chil- 
dren’s librarian in Sept., 1913, leaves this year to take a 
needed rest. 

What has the library done the past few months to help? 
Books on the war and allied subjects have been bought so far 

as funds permitted. 
The Future All garden and poultry books were in con- 

stant use. The governnient pamphlet, the 
Small Vegetable Garden, was obtained in quantity and given 
to all garden makers who requested it. For the housewife, 
bulletins of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture and of several 
state agricultural schools were obtained for their suggestions 
and directions on canning and preservation of food. Books 
were also bought. 

What libraries shall plan for the immediate future on ac- 
count of the conditions arising in the community because of 
the war is not doubtful. ; 

First—Children’s reading must continue on same sane 
lines as have been followed. f 

Second—All possible books should be furnished adults that 
will help them to a better understanding of the numberless 
problems of their own country and a clearer perception of 
conditions in other countries. 

Third—The library must furnish the best books for re- 
Jaxation and refreshment, books not so closely allied with the 
problems of the day, for in times of intense living books are 
one of man’s great resources. 

As a community asset in all these ways, the library’s value 
should increase the coming year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary A. Smrra, 

: Inbrarian. 
i



TABLE 1 

Book Account, 1916-17 

mae sixth | High | School 
| mea, | $8 ah) Se | 

No. of vols. | | | | 
July 1, 1916..| 26,076 | 2,536 | 2,886 | 5,491 | 36,489 

Additions: | | 
By purchase ..| 1,763 | 327| 365 | 1,774 | 4,299 
iyo s oe POS 30s lee ae le ae 142 
Other sources..| 288] 58 lScesacte 6 352 
Totals. os 2 kOe | Ale) aGb el 7e0e a5 

Withdrawals ....| | 971) 340) 58 | 1,041 | 2,410 
fs a | ce CRN a | i | ——— | ——— 

No. of vols. | | | | | 
July 1, 1917.. | 27,259 | 2,620 | 2,693 | 6,230 | 38,802 

TABLE 2 

Rent Collection, 1916-17 

Main Library— 
‘Nosot volumes July 11916 9.0... 226 
BOUORS (ot. a eines he at ot eee 
Withdrawals: 

Transferred to Main library ...... 170 
‘Transferred to Sixth Ward branch 29 
Wathdrawi ssp ee cate Ola Ie OO 

‘No. of volumes July 1,1917........5... 238 
Sixth Ward Branch— 

No. of volumes July 1, 1916 «0.42... 2: 18 
PRGIOES sie oes ees cs pe ar ek ot 29 
Transferred to free collection .......... 10 
No. of volumes July 1, 1917 ........... 37 
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’ TABLE 3 
Circulation Statistics, 1916-17 a 

ven Wart Bench Stations Goneedon sega Total 

Mere (ree A ane Re ae 6 A 

Periodicals—Bound .. 113 131 4 4 13] oe | 2 Ne ae 243 
Periodicals—Current | 4,217 | 530 2,737 396 6 | 20 Pe | CAG ook 
General works ....... TA | Aan none ae aut oo ee 78 152 
Philosophy. atm | 15269 18 | QM ite wee ee 1 21 1,336 
Relivion ote 1050] 458) Be | 172 | 0) |= 45 | 24e8 | 7107]. 2,004 
Sociology: 5. ce.. | 2,996 | 285 25 52 18 1 304 | 2,477) 6,158 
Dh clnye ee 1bDT 1 Oe ie 2 of ce | oe Deo} 722 
Sciences) tbo a 33 | 657 8 112| 9,195] 554/ 6,860 
eetw arta... | 2048 | 961 noo 429 2 48 | 320 997 | 5,137 
Mine atts a su} 8,098: | et) abo) eas ad 48 67 |. 4aba so. 

es Literature ..........| 6,532 | 1,384 182 | 682 8 a9 2,733 928) 12;528 
Biography, 222s 12 |e Qo88a) = 6be Bo) 208 10 | 49 876 501) 4,768 
Travels neh celeel Ou0.|elose ween | eb00 1| 104] 1,905| 196] 6,198 

: History ............| 2,825 | 1,680 151| 718 6| 163] 2597) 4,948| 19,967 
Fairy tales .......... Pel bao 2 |e 2,166 |e = |emrsod.) 8.002 ve. | 12,298 
Breit ene 56 | aa a we oe As aS 81 137 
OMAR Siok cous el OLD es 260 | Se ae Sts ae 384 1,723 
Norwegian ..........| 168 | es 63 | aa See a eau es 231 
Voddish eee ce 37 oe ae sas 13 mn as oe 50 
Vtahan eases a. ten me ee ioe oar 51 an eel ears 51 
Misia oe ase al 608 a 206 ne en a ae Lo 603 
Pamphiletsic.. 2 .j0 673 ea 206 | ae oes a ee 625 1,504 
Fiction .............| 49,249 | 17,175 | 10,114 7,614] 4,961) 1,352 | 10,159 335 100,259 
Renter honey bb eeee ele A389 Se ere or en hcg deec Pole 255,688 

Total ..........| 87,500 | 81,268 | 15,065 | 13,748 | 4.497 | 2.872 | 26,553 | 14,095 | 195,018



TABLE 3 

Circulation Statistics— (continued ) 

TGthl Baqi CINCWIAUION inc c ec aicen s com scp ee cs LOL OOr 
Total children’s circulation .................. 78,981 

GPa EOE ails rete inde wins haitonie sista what EO Oe 
Percentage of fiction adult and children ...... 54 
Percentage of children’s books circulated ...... 37 
No. of days library was open for circulation .... 305- 
Average daily circulation—Main library ...... 389 
Average daily cireulation—Sixth Ward branch.. 94 
Largest monthly cireulation—Main library—March 11,764 
Smallest monthly circulation—Main library—Aug. 8,268 : 
Largest monthly cireulation—Sixth Ward branch— 

Dever ber on. 0 aie eee ee cee eae 2,969 
Smallest monthly cireulation—Sixth Ward branch 

Be ae a. saree eee «av gh ape ee ge 1,504 

INomotepictirest circulated: -0.0.2s2:/-ehelee eremertiate 9,526 
No. of mounted poems circulated ............. 839 
Circulation of books on teachers’ cards ........ 1,543 
No. of Sundays library was open .............. 34 
No. of people using main library on Sunday .... 1,547 

: No. of people using branch library on Sunday .. 780- 5 
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TABLE 4 

Registration, 1916-17 

: Adult Children Total 
No. of borrowers July 1, 1916.. 11,547 4,074 15,621 

: . Additions: 
New borrowers... -0.s 1,697 769 2,466 
Re-registrations ............ 1,029 364 1,393 
Transferred from children’s 

POOM arian Mister roe omersle., 265. ee 265 
Summer borrowers 1916 ..... 112 17 Hoy 
Subscription borrowers ...... 4 son 4 
Deposit borrowers .......... 83 ae 83 

otal olen nee ir 558 190.1 10a 4340 
Withdrawals: 

Cards expired—Re-registered.. 1,029 364 =: 1,393 
Cards expired—Not  re-regis- 

tered eee ee ae OO tsa 
Transferred to adult department vey 265 265 
Summer borrowers 1916 ..... 112 17 129 
Subscription borrowers ....... 2 wie Qe 
Deposit borrowers ........... 82 on 82 
Cards cancelled ............. 205 59 264 

Motall ae: ices so es BOT GOT 8,898 
No. of borrowers July 1, 1917.. 11,846 4,227 16,073 

Td, .



TABLE 5 

Financial Statement, 1916 

Receipts: ; 

OB al ainten heen ca i aisle ses oe $284.26 
City appropriation .......... 14,408.15 
Jnterest'on fonds ...0.5...... 137.44 
Wis. Library Commission rent 472.03 

SR OticOL ROOMS. ei cree. «95 150.25 
PUDBCEI PIONS sess oa 36.00 
PL MOE <2) ncaiced tas umole eee 699.70 
Sixth Ward'branch,......... 173.04 
ENG Wr CATS oN. cecal ake erasale te 18.60 

: HOE DOCH Bis sc. ae Win wa tac ss 41.32 
Waste paper 2 cocoa sac: 277.26 
MPOStHIS ss 7 e unig rs Ameena 16.21 
Mi scell AMGOUIS s1ccionaitis ea 1.47 

116 465,73 : 
Expenditures: 

Main library: 

. Books and periodicals...... 2,251.95 
Gaus LATO neice cater wis ines 22.30 
PEA ea aa ss 32.60 
Drygoods, towels .........— 3.65 
Freight and express ....... 34.14 
Furniture and fixtures .... 145.75 
General supplies and expense 62.56 
Heat, light, power and gas.. —- 1,651.88 
Hnsinancen n:, 50am cans 162.00 
Laundry and janitor supplies 46.97 
Printing, stationery, binding 1,228.80 
Repairs and replacements . . 454.92 
Salaries—Librarians ...... 6,051.95 : 

‘yo J anitors Sac wots O60 
ae eran 
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Sixth Ward branch: 

. Books and periodicals...... 300.88 
( CHIR Ziih sp otenereeateias ante een mrrtEN 10.20 
BEG coke ashe wos Use teeaaeee 4.25 
Freight and express ....... 45 : 
Furniture <r cneis cechte 20.55 
General supplies and expense 5.40 
Heat, light and gas ....... 87.79 
MMSUNATICO Rc aise ves ise os 20.40 
Laundry and janitor supplies 9.56 
Printing, stationery, binding 165.26 : 
Repairs and replacements. . . 129.25 
Salaries—Librarians ...... 609.00 

Pl pmathtseoveenin tener 157.20 
oe EE 1252019 

High school branch: 

Books and periodicals ..... 457.12 ; 
Printing, stationery, binding 107.42 
Salaries—Librarian ...... 805.00 

ae 1,369.54 
Ninth Ward branch: 

Books and periodicals .... 3.62 
atari kn deepen 2.90 i 

ADR AY Seisices ress: se gpeenenatelahinde Bune -50 
General supplies and expense 25 
Salaries—Librarian ..... 2.10 9.37 

Balance on hand Dee. 31, 1916 205.56 
Sa: 
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APPENDIX 

Library Statistics 

Arranged according to the form adopted by the American 
Library Association : 

4 Annual Report for year ending June 30, 1917 
Madison Free Library, Madison, Wisconsin 

Population served (Census 1910) ............ 25,581 
Terms of use—Free for lending and reference 
otal mmmber Of agencies: wi...15 <i .pieta semua wisi 29 

Consisting of Central library ............ 1 
POTAROBGS [2 i000. oS oie ca renraes bie Oe 

(One occupies its own building) j 
tH One er yee eee oe retell 
ehoGs joa ge cn te sree SE 

Number of days open during the year: 

WMorjeiroulationess 4 )::.\nc sss Seg tele e oe 305 
Or aveadinng wi estctre velsclnate mussels gitgrs le casse 839 

Hours open each week for lending ............ 72 
Hours open each week for reading, Oct.—May... . 76 
otal aninher of stalls ..is's sc sleietn were cee o> 10 
Total valuation of library property ........... $116,100 

Number of volumes at beginning of year........ 36,489 
Number of volumes added during year by purchase 4,229 
Number of volumes added during year by gift... . 142 
Number of volumes added during year by binding 104 
Number of volumes added during year otherwise. 248 
Number of volumes withdrawn during year...... 2,410 

Total number at end of year .......... 38,802 

Adult Juvenile Total 
Total recorded use .......... 121,087 73,931 195,018 
No. of vols. of fietion loaned for 

home use ................ 69,642 36,300 105,942 
No. of pictures loaned for home use ...........- 9,526 
No. of restricted loans (overnight) ............ 14,095 
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Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of borrowers registered 

‘ during the year........... 1,896 786 2,682 
Total number of registered bor- 

TOWECIOR ccna otra t sees ke LOA Oe A OT eG OTS 

Finance— : 
Receipts: 

Unexpended balance ....... $ 741.65 
Loeal taxation ........... 14,408.15 
dnvesied funds ...i....<.>. 150.00 
Fees (subscriptions) ...... 36.00 
Hines or.) cot hemtna neers 872.74 
Duplicate pay collection ... 401.45 
Other sources \s >. sos. 2 864.58 

——— _ $17,474.57 : 
Payments for maintenance: 

BOOkSiietpu gies esas suen 2500445 
Beriodicaiseis, ts. iisin os TBAT 
Salaries—library service .. 7,468.05 
Salaries—other service .... 1,368.80 
RPOUTATICE 4 chee seinen 9: 12 182.00 
CALS Fe Oe were. 5 Se ae amen a ee 

MISE Meee eos ise 438.96 
Other maintenance ....... 3,314.56 
Helahte 5.0.2 os aes = 662.16 : 

—— 17,474.57 
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Sere ease sates ce en gt Ce ONT FB ae ONT 
aan ; SMI tics oa Sates ake Salinar ths So sere ate oa Seong ee 

Tet Sess Bacio epee. > aes haf es Re aa” (iol RE eee ce cae ema 
Benen erage eee et See reine WS oa ata re Ge : nate 

tng ee iR Se yAe ac Wes Saimae et tat ieetichds aamertay pias Og eRe 
Se te ee em seca bo NES a eed eee a al ay 

ES aie enh 4) ao oT Te tee MH ae aes tp wee cas re tt cay pecs re 
ES cree Pancake or Pts oomann ig age OMe age er amen DID Se ccee Cae 

Be ec ea nen Cp See oe saya tema eo oe 
ees shaman ck reeacereh ors ne 12 Ur aer EC ae na a ea et ee 

ey tee re ea Pe Bey ae RAN gi fe eee ra Peake en usr anette. SAE SG pigs Jota apu choca candy Ru anh oktg wee Protea eee 
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aie rey eer on de ec oa eee ee en ee eat Ses, sean 
Bata reece oe ae cy og a ge eee ager tpn ee ee eS RSS tyme NT 
eee ates ae are ep tale Acie acres ae aie See Gann ere ra 
Be ays aie eres cea NIE Te ea yagi eee Re ET Oo Nar one NE Pease Sty gs PMR Nanos, TASS Saupernansy ot gt TMM eye vis Set Sa 8 heen es emma 

ee oa i cee a ar tine aes Us ge dacctt oe Seer 
eee tare thine ons bic ie Roe Ls heme eye vice ger Nbigred hoa oN ees Meares. RD eae lepine eens 

cee, Mo rise Ae Re Rea Gt Oe ge a eee 
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