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FPIONEER DAYS IN WISCONSTH
by

Ingeborg Holdahl Alvstad

Ve were truly ploneers when we came to Plarce County, Wisconsin, in the
syring of 1689, My father bought eighty acres of virgin forest to be
transformed into farm land thet could vroduce a living for us. Mesnwhile
we lived with a batchslor uucle azcrocs the rosd from the new ecquisition,

In the winters, devastatlion of ths trees was work number one. Men wers
kept busy cutting down the finest tress making thew into railroed ties,
piling, cordwood, and such things, Ir the spring the branches and rejected
parts were gathered in huge pilss and lurned., Such a waste of what nature
had token perhaps eenturies to provide for the nenefilt of man, birds, and
baasts, FEventnally some land was cleared of all bub the tree stumps, Then
farming bsgan., This was ralled a clearing,

A walking plow was drawn by a team of horses or oxen end stesrsd by &
man who knew how to handle it, Flowing was done as close to the stumps as
possible. Ueeding was done with a 1Little hand machire or strewed. Hexrvesting
was & slow job, The grain was cradled down so it could be tied by hand
into bundles., This letter job was tor the women to do. T rememben watching
this done but was too youny to bs of any help,

After e season or two of this the stumps wera removed by dynsariting,

An expert at this work was = man we 211 called fio Pons. He loved thoe bobtle

and thus drank a lot and when he indulged he Invariably said it was a CGo

Pons, & good punch, Then the stumps had to be burned.
When the stumps were all clasrsd sway the land could be mMowad and
disked in straight furrows and seeded ard harvested with bigrer machinery,
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The reaper was used. 1 remember when wy uncle got a binder. (ma that tied
the bundles as the gruin was cut., He cut our grain that way too., As time
went on the farmers got new binders, The mowers were in use [or cutting
the hay but whers hay was grown amild the stwmps men who hed become axpsrts
with the scythe were hired for ihe haying season, lomestic hay on virgin
lard uas very heavy and nede a lot of tiring work.

Fefore long 1 was pressed into service in haying time. We used wooden
rakes with long wooden teeth in them, Much bigcer then rarden rakes,

o
We had log fences that went 1ike this -yﬁﬂK\y( and we younger ones
out N T
had to rake the hay stu of the fence corners and from around the stumps,
Then if it had rained, the hsy had to be turned to dry the under sids,
Then when the hay racks came we had to ruke the hay tosether so it could he
pickeld up with pitchforks and piled up on the hay rack. it was hot work as
we had to work fast, I sheould have mentioned that whern the hay was dry it
was rathared into rounded cocks,

After the grain was cut, the bundles were gathered about sicht burdles
to a shock. When sufticiently dry these bundles were hauled up, not too
far from the barn, and put up in stacks, Several loads-ful to a stack.

The stscks far enoush arart for the threshing rachins to zo betwesn them.

Threshing time was funtime. The whole neighborhood exchanged help,
Mueh of the baking was done ahead. The neighbors started coming very early
to eat breakfast before going to work , We could count on about twenty
men, About ten o'clock they were all served lunch consisting of sandwichgs,
cookies, czke and coffea. This was brought out to thsm., AL noun they all
came in for dinner. Vour o'clock was linch time again snd then after that
they threshed until dark, You inay wonder what so many would find to do.

A couple of men would cut the twine on the bunces, another coupls of them




pitched the bundles to the machine. One or two pitched the straw away from
the machine and pilel it up in a stack. Then two or thrus carried the
grain, that had been run ints sacks, to the granary where 1t was dumped

into bins, We had Lo have a yoodly nuwber of sacks which had been carsfully
looked over and pabtched bsforshand, Oh yee, and o couple of wen haulad
tanks of water [for the engine. A poodly pils of wood was provided in
advance for the ongineer to keep the ereine roing, Wa generally had them
two or three days before they moved to the next place, Mother always had
somsone nelping her on these busy Jays.

Oh yes, only a Tew stacks in each place, AL least one set of stacks
in the pas;ure. Tt vrovided both Tood and shelter for the cattle., Wa
children used to play in those big straw stwcks, & good vlace for hide wnd
sesk,

VWho's ecomplaining of beﬂs nowalays, 1t wes years belore we had bed
surings. We acquived rew beds equipped with wooden slats cross ways, and

it was soma tims before I ever saw a bed suring.

Seeing Dlus striped tileking takes me back in memory to our mattresses.

A mattress gover was made of this material with « generous length opening
in the middle. This was fi)lled with new straw soon efter thrashing tine.
This lasted for a yesr until next year's straw was available, What fun we
children had when that was done. We wers allowed to do the stulfing «fter
snplying the old straw, Care had to he taken to stuff the gtrﬁw evenly So
mother had to do some redistributing when they wers returned to the beds.
Bventually these cave place to wmanulactured onss. likewise as tLime

on we #cquired new bed springs and one iron bhedstead, We thought that was

¢

really tops at that time. (




L persuasion of my children ant acrandehildesn [ here giving, in writing,
come of my sarlingt experiences ao T orecall them. rrimarily bthat of an
aanal ocesn voyage,  Subrirst [owust o stote that T was born in a little
villzer in Tarway Gmiv 20, 188h.

vy home was iuo# valley with mountaing 411 around. This valley was somewhat
naar Lhoe cenber of the opart of the counbry wicre 1t is the widegt, that is
in tne rcouthern sorbion. Seabtersd aronnd in the valley were tha school-
hanse, the church, and a combination =tors and mnat office and many [arm
omea.  Ihe name of thin ares and sosoh office was Skrantyaal, 1L still has
pinat name.  Thois in o~ osecbion called Vaoldres.  Valdres is divided into two
parte pquivalent to onr connties.,  lhese are Hovdre or North aurdal ond
Sopdre or South surdal,  Valdres is a favorite tourist atbracticon because
of its favorable summer olimate, ite hesatiful rivers e2nd deen fjords, and
ite pumerous aemptaing. S0 the top coilwon't wash away the mountains sre
covared wilth trees.  To bell vou how valu-ble shese Lrees are [ can say thab -~

poyvey has o a daw that {orbids cubbling vlown A cree unless ancbher one is

clrmted to kake its olnces A overy sood law,

T owas one of 8 biz Carily o when o owas still a wery Jitile girl three of my
cildar brothers, bendix, ooren and ulaf, sud oy sldest sister osigeid came to
amarien,  Beadix in don7, Lhe vhres olhers din 14845, when T was {our-and a-
half vears old the oecision was asde for Lhe rest of the Fanily to migrate

Lo Anericd aloo.

e Cipst thing 1 con remember was 2 trip noie from srandma Gladheim's.  That
was 5 yinele orll oledcn ride over Live snow and I romember Jjust how the ride
wound acound the curves and down inte the vallew whers our home was,

fvonest recollection is getbing srady Lo Inave home, T ocan only imagine what
bhat meanb ho omy parents, bt Conr-snd ashisdf year old Ingeborg b uo a real
s Utle whan she wes awnbened in bl wee hours and usholstered so as to keep
for the verv lon, ride ahana. de want to Christiania, Lhe capital of
] caanorh.  dony veasrs Iaber the nams was changed to Oslo.

Holhee dressad as el warmly.  She put a big warm hood on my head. Tt wasn't
mive <o T fonrht it vigoronsly. Ut the climax that made me fight anid howl
more was a nair of heavy wool sotka that were culled on ovar ay shoees and up
mv 1eoen, e didntt hove sodern snow suits and ovarcheoes in those days,

v tears and Pighting eririt were soon disnalled when wvachildren were packed
Aown in Lhe back of bthe aleish undev werm hlankets. 411 1 had Lo do 211 dav,
ke buwoen nane, thato is, wos Lo wateh bhe telegraoh ooles run nast us, or so it

to me.  [hat memory still foscinates wme.

T recall no stops alone the way. ot even {ov eating, or feeding an resting
the horaes,  As nioh b came, Lhoncb, owe shopned atoo f'arm home alony th~ way.
Phare pepe Lwo nonses, oo of thege Dived tae rablirad prandparenbs. As

qoen s e sieiel eame Lo oa slondhs [amilies sbraamed oul Lo meeloum, the
nice preandeatner catnercd e into her aras and corried me dnte her powme and
made a4 big fuss over we,  Lowas seated ooe chalr boteeszn the: twoe nice people
and they plied me with focd, atd I could eat.  After a while they taok me to
the other hones where T rojoined =y omily.  How often I've theught of these
Lipd peonle and how they did ol thay could to maks me hapoy. I recall ncthing

1

ahout. bhe abher paople thewa o how long on remained with them,
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Iy henrd 1t said that we stayed Cor some time inChristiania waiting for
our chip to leave. However, of thix T have absclutely no recollectlon,

1 Aontt recall how or when we hoarded the shin and only 2 few incidents
while we were there, #e were 2 family of emisrants eight in number and had
our own food suonly with us. That was the cugbom in those btimes, The ship
of coyrse had to furnish water to drink. Also coffee, at least for hreak-
Fast, ‘this 1 remember because tother didnti like the coffee and so didn't
drink hers. Ghe sald 1t wWas made from chicorv, a coffee substitute, She
let- me drink <ome of hers andg T 1iked it because. it was sweetened., I'm
sure I would share Kother's ovinion of it now.

'ne customary way now to travel by boat from worway to the United States

iz by cressing the Norlh ea and for the passengers to land al Hull on the

east coast of rnpland, then cross the island by train to Liverpool, on the

wast coast, there to embark on a different ship for the longer ccean

Journey. Because we were so many young children it had been considerzad

advisanle Lo take a longer all-sea voube which is now no longer used.

This 1 learned as T heard our experiences discussed from time to time later.
we

Apparently theshin, an old one, was not too reliable. ¥hen/were somewhere

inthe mid Atlantic it sorang a leak and every effort was made to mend it,

I'nrea engines were kent busy oumning the waler out. One engiueer was killed

at the oumps.

trom here on a chein of experiences imprinted themselves on my memory and
have not besn forgetben, I micht add here that my mother wasnot well and
could net cope with all of us all the time, 1 evidently was the most irre-
uressible one. ity two older sisters, Bessie and Anna, could help Wother
vateh little brotuer Thorhjiorn. Thus Father was (requently compelled to
take mein charge.  That no doubt accounts for my widei range of exveriences,
Father had me by the hand, on dack, whenthe funeral of the dead engiveer
took nlace.  Tnig T recsll -istinctly. Ien were lined un aleng the shin's
railing. 'The dead men, wraoved in 3 sheet or canyag, was straﬁped to a
board and laid on supnerts at one end of the deck. ilvmn books were nassed
amd a cong sung. Efter a short service thecorpse wos tossed overboard
intothe <ea, Ihe solemnity of the occasion was very imnressive, even to
little me,

The water kept filling into the hold of the siip faster than it could be

vieed out so the ship bepan to 1ist more and mera. 1t became obvious that

the ship was doomed to go daown and Lhst within a short time., The $.0.5. at

tnab tiwe was the hoisting of a white flag, in hopes some seafaring vessel

would see us and eone be our rescue.  To our sooud fortune we were spied by

A Portopuese transnort ship carrving live catile. this ship was bhern anchored

about a mile fromthe one we wers on and came Lo gur rescue in life bouts.

I Aistinctly remeabar how badly our shin was liating that day. we were all

gathered to the highest hoink of the deck and looked across tLhe water towards

our hoved for resecuesrs,  Accordinge to onatom L was ehildren Piest,  @hide

Iowas boeing preoared for oy eqress [ ogstehed aen climbving down fadders, T

aresume cay Cabher andg older bhrothers el doan this vy, [ owae 1ot dessa in

A bhasket ) by onyso il (Theve hal o he Hasnte and vo atiemab ving made Lo

vetn perters ot o Tamily fogetlers) P w seziniocdy long boab ride, shiout

vondle, T owas oab oon Poaed the ten e ard ikl Yeud i e e Ui bean cloared
Lhs Dive carvao of eatdde and Sees peadiad for e

At

e
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shat o babbuob o baard N on= haovooo any definit> nlace to go,  Farents =
huntinﬂ tor their th]lrwn and i tven brying o find their psrents, 1

don't know how leny 1 wandersd aroan! hy myself in the ever increasing crowd,
T remeuber being jostled around in a dense crowd of neople almost smothering -
me, as most of them szemed to be prownuns and reared un way over my head,
Finally someons oicked me up amd sebooe ane a1 ooy i”*lﬁ where I salb, Lired

opd nol aring to ovove, 1L gesped on ondless Liae ol W\xt;nb until my father
cans o0l foand we cnd Look me with Bim, L odon't koow how Joug it took for us
Al bo rshopenni oty Ul conrsa v of puy bagoage wns saved so we had no

oA elothing,

xfi!‘v':"r;\‘:\

iMia hool was not neopared b feed ve Yor any length of Lime so took us to.
ils nearest Portuouese -oct, ot wos one of ihﬂnzwxﬂ" There [ngeborg

o joyed some limited [reedem. [ have o vivid recollection of the long pier
shere the only thing thot registerad with me was piles and piles of fresh
carrots, no vich locking in their grasn aad pold.  The morning alter our
ardval e wern ghill near Uhe owater, 1 Peund o palh leading down o the

woalos, aoh was i cver Inviling Lo Uellew ib, I wogdichLly down Will end
cyoy Bl Dot admect b bhe wele s come g hrongr head rilled me oup again,

appolintment, of coursa,

N shobde anoush Loocarvy sesgenmers all the way Lo the
Tyt b3l 5t vrﬂf Cre opaeteed s ipela T"“”11U Hotind to follow later

in anobther hoat, A1 the yosh of nw to philadzlnhia,

Thove wosoa lone aneough drderim hefore our frsin for the Weet was to leave,
5o dothor catherod her hrood 2nd found n o orivate nook which: sheimnvovised
inbe a breaaty »avier -pd save us children the once over qurothlv fine-
comping cignaie and Lidyine us oap the bLeat she conlad, ‘ﬂl ing the

circamatanges Past o dso oy endy rreccdloction oF Philo

NS

‘J‘U

’
s ]

Livi o "o I om0 Lioves Vemn o accuste .

i the logre tivecone jowipey wes bwousd B bosn retained inomy weacry. (ur
o owas Lliow :, wisconsicn, Ly ey ol 3t tonl, Jianesoba,  our

arrival aoas oveedge e ship had been regorted to be lowt at sea,
secording o thi nowanorers. wnen our roscus wWas 1ater reported some reople
adonyg the woy come outl ho rse whab bhoy could see gs our train o éed'through
the bovms, iy wag ecpecially the cnse dn giver Falls, wisconsin, Our
train was a slow-woving local and here o kind-hearted woman broeught a dress
for whomever it micht fit, | becsue the owner and thus reached our destination
asning & sacond dress, '

frngss, Mot oone bhing

e Ui

Bub nothing of this had resistored with m2. T woke ur in o bed the next

morning at my ancle Nels Holdahl's home shont 2isht miles northeast of allsworth,
Unele tels had come to Bllsworth be meet us,  Ur. Woodworth, ankllsworth doctor,
had notified Uncle Hols thathe hiad learned we would be on the train that evening.
I don't romember thsit ride st T hat many similar vides throughout the naxt
several years, A hip Insbee wavon drawn Ly two Parm horses, 1L Look a long

tLime to btravel a few miles cn o dark night with such a rig.

Now woe h-d almeost re-~hed our drstination. Ml nol ~uite, We had three miles
further Lo go te Uncle Soren's.,  He was Father's yvouangest hrother and a bachelor.

r

Refore T 21] you any more of my 1ife din Yisceonzin ['11 have to mention an
incidenl tfrom our ocean travel, A baby girl was born who was named Missouri

e




Atlanta, Hamed, of coarse, rom the suilp on which she was born aud the vast
oraan which almozt became her jrova,

Unele Soren lived on s farm in a log nouse which becama our homs for a time,
This was in the townahip of Gilm=n in bierce Connty., Cownared with modern
times we had neitber confort nor conveaiences but it was home and we had
mony enjovments and intevestine sayxperiences, In June a little sister joined
the already large family. She woes namesd #illa wabal, the fivst one in our
biz tamily to be given a midale nape, thus aceepting that American ouston.

This was timber country. The farm was about half elsarea for culbivation
Putmany ©tumng remained in the yard., Tt was Mo to bunt for eges and the
naests were hard to Tind when the g¢rass graw tall sround the stamns and along .
the fances, One day Lhe hired man' cul the grass around the stumps and a
mother hen sitbting on a clubleh of eges lost her head. nWother told us children
Lo destroy the eggs becsuss they were soolled.  Thic was hard for us to do
because they looked so nice, #We carried them a2ll away and destroyad them
excepting one nice shiny one which I slipved into my dress nockebt., You way
puess what happened beflore verylong., That was somethng 1 never {orgzot,

T had to clean oul the oocket and wash it myself and was scolded for wy
disobhedience besides,

soon Pather bought =iphty acres of tlmber lana acrco-s the poad from Uncle
Sorenis, That meant lots of wori clearing come of the landfor culilvation
and feor a home site, Ine soil wes rich ond the tame hay grew borh tall and
rank, lhis hay had to be cut with a hand scythe and we chaildren haa the job
of raking it -away from the stamps and fences and piling 11 up into hay cockas.
Wwe used vooden rakes with wooden tines.  fhese were zbout twice as big as ouvr
medarn garden rakes, Tt was just too bad when we ol carszless ann broke some
of the tines., PFather had to whithtle new ones to replace them, de¢ also had
to rake together the hay that couldn't begathered up with the three-tined
forks when the men hauled in the hay, »“itching iton bilp hay racks -nd hauling
it into the barn or nutting it in biy <lecks near the barn,

intch of the timber that woscubt in the winter Lime was marde into railroad tiss

end rilings,.  These were houled to belienville or The Mines and sold to sulppors.
A lot of the treess yiere good straizht-rrained oak which were especially valuable
for barrel staves, A man named Peter PFossum was a spaeialist in hewing ctaves,
He with a8 counle of helovers stayed with us in some of the cold winter weeks
doing this work. It was verv cold and there was much snow. Instead of hoots
like men use ncw they wore pacs ro keen thelr feet warm, These were made Trom
0old hame-knit socks with several layers cof petches on them, Hvary evening they
had te vepair these pacs andadd more nstches where necescary,  ahat doyou think
ofthat kind of evening recrestiont

Gur second winter in wisconsin we children came Jdown wilh weasles,  bor the vast
of the bhrood itwas only a vassing incidnat, 1 didu't fare so well,  The wamory
of it wmld have been transisnt it 1 hadn'l devaloped oneumonig, called lung
fever in those days. lhe house was small and Loo much colu air entered the
house as the men ceme howme for supser one evening, Ihe stave cutters wers therve,
I became very ill and wy life wos eespalred of,  ur, Johnson atteaded me, He
lived in Martell, fourmiles ¢wsy. 42 had & driver and they traveled in a road
cart or a liaht buggy. when there was snow they used a sledigh, ‘
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fhat soring [ ctarted school, f uew schoolhouse had beenbuilt a counle of -
years balore, sven according to mo 2rn standards that was a very nice school-
house, in Distriet No., 2 in the Town of 5ilman, Pierce County, Wisconsin.

fs haa orly seven months of school a year with ne school. in the coldest winter
months. The following winter my hrother Olaf taught me to read Horwegian,

lhere were many children attending our school =o wehad lots of fun, The
anrollment was ahcout seventy but attendance was not comnulsory so the average
attepdance was perhaps one~hslf of that., after a couple of years wehad only
wen teschers. They joinad ua in our games al racess, oome olour favorite
sames were last counle out, puil awsv, and steal sticks. That way we got lots
of exercise in the fresnh air.

Une dry sumner the creeks and water holes dried uwo and we had to drive the
anttle ho the river to water them every day. That was our, the children's,
ioh, we joined forees with cur consins, Inga and Almer Skrutvold, half a mile
away throush the woods. we drove the cabtle lnrough the woods and along the
nishway more than a mile and a half each way. Wwe allowed the cabtle lots of
Lima o drink and to warne around in thz river and refresh themselves. lean-
wnila wechildren had our fun, teo, olaying in the water, hunting for clams,
fizh, crabs and ncvetty shells. That way we weve all rested for the return

triv home,

Tn the spring the whole country-side was abloom with the most gorgecus wild
Flawers. #e ciildren sicked them by the handfvl and there was always more.
ierhans the most sorgeous were the hrilliums. Then there were the Indian
Yocessin, the tiger lily, bthe wild columbine, the svring beauty, anenones,
hlue hells and ever so many movre.  Jie vlayed by the hour gatharing vevry tall
dandelions and making chains from the stems.

in Jnly the raspberrieswere rine snd we went about a mile into cut—-cver timber
to gather them. vother canned many quarts of these herries for oar winter sauce.
There were no fruit orchsrds around us o that wasalmost the extent of our

cresh frinit.  Ahont Thankspiving time cattle were driven to sllsworth to be
marke tad. Than PPather would invariabls bring home 4 barrel of apples. ur
fruit otherwise was the dehydrated kind., ae usad lots of prunes, dried apples
and biz luscious raisins. Also neaches.

in the fall we had lots of fun oicking and eating thorn-apples. lnese aoples
were rosv red and about the size ol big cherries. ‘they were meaty like apples
it had seed resombling those in jrapes. [hey were slow eating bubt we enjoyed them.

var school yest was short, Cour wenbhs in the fall and bthree months in the spring.
Suboaver sinen wy brother ¢laf had taught e to read dorweglan 1 wus hungry for
lesrning. e work in school proved easy and 1 soon became an avid reader. 1
still think back to Uhe many interesting things [ learned from iibrary books,

T read “orwegian as well as Bnelish so T oseldom lacked for resding entarieinment,
de got onr mail din Martell, Teor wilss awsy. 1 somatimes read the rontinued
gtaries wnile on the road. Mosbtly we walked to Mertell and carried oroduce,
tutter and aare, in exchange for giocaries.

It wasn'L until 1 was grown un bhet we sot our L EF.D. and the wmail was placed
in a mail-box half a mile awsy. T[ha firsi few vears it came via Spring Valley
hut later vis Beldenville, when wo ot the M.7.D, we could subscribe to a
dnily neaspaner. d#= had for years bern getting the"deform" and “Skandinaven"
in Norwegian and Uncle Soren waswetbing the weekly "St, Faul Pion=er Press,"
So there was always mail to get when someone went Lo town,

.
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de hisd s hired wmen one winter whe supnlied me with some Jntprﬂqtlng books
in Norwegian. Ab one olthe schoolhousns sbheut three miles away there was
A 1enu1ny library snd Knut Strom would walk ovar on» evening a week to exchange

books.

I Freaquently had to miss school and stay home to help Mother with the work.
Finally I went to school one year in Spring Valley vhere I completed the
eiphth grade. Ty this tiws we had horsas and a.bu;;y s0 1 frequently got
home to spend the weekends. ’

But, hera I've heen getting way ahead off myself. we did get a new home built
across the road (rom Lncle Soren's, 1t began to be occupied in December 1891
when brobher Albert was born.  sister lsabelle was born some years later,

©0 many things transpired throughout these years itis impossibleto mention
them all in one shorl narrative, By the time I had {inished the eighth
grade L was a big girl, =o here vou've ot the highlights of ny lite as I
WAS growing up,




	Blank Page



