
,., ... 

WAR CLOUDS 

World War 2 was ,on in Euro-oe (1938-1939), eomewhere near that date. 

It made one tr.ink, maybe the U.S. too would be involved. German 

submarines began sinking U.S. Merchant shins. So the Merchant 

Marines start asking for orotection for their shins. Ships to be 

armed and U.S. Navy personnel to man the guns, they were called 

Armed Guards. December 7th, 1941. 

Richard B. Johnson and my�elf were up in t�e Bald�in area hunting 

jack rabbits - not too much luck, but when returning to the home 

of R.B. Johnson, Gloria, Richard's wife came out of their house 

saying the Japs had struck Pearl Harbor - December 7th, l941. 

R.B. Johnson and myself, Leonard Finseth
J
were working at the 

Eau Claire Tire plant. I guess about that time it was called 

United S�ates Rubber Co., ureviously it had been called the Gillete 

Rubber Co. I started working there in March of 1937. 

December 8th, a big lay off at the tire plant; as rubber would soon 

be imuos 0 1ble to �et, rubbPr came from foreign countries and had to 

be imoorted. It ap�eared like the company knew of something in the 

Making as I for one started parkerizing molds-tire molds, for 

storaqe, etc. As I had been doing that for a month or two -orev

ious to the· War, I was soon thereafter laid off and after a period 

of a few (2-3) weeks started drawing Unemployment C�m�ensation of 

$11. 00 -::>er week. As this olan had just commenced, a.s was Social 

Security, I started paying in Social Security at 1937. Think I've 

been entitled to what I 1 m receiving now. So I was off of work, 

staying to home and was wondering about the Draft, etc. Was snon 








































































