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Januvary Crop Report
Farm stocks of hay are a fifth
larger than a year ago but holdings
of grain, particularly corn, are below
January 1961.
Milk Production
December marked the first month
in 1962 that milk production failed
to show an increase over the cor-
responding month of the previous
year.
Egg Production
Egg production on Wisconsin farms
in December held to a year earlier
level even though the number of
layers was the smallest for the
month in 37 years.
Farm Prices
The index of prices received by
Wisconsin farmers last year was 2
percent below 1961 while the index
of prices paid gained 1 percent to
reach a new high.
Farm Wage Rates
Wages paid by Wisconsin farmers
last year were 2 percent above 1961
and the highest on record,
Agricultural Price Trend Chart

Features

THE YEAR BEGAN with winter
weather conditions in full sway for
Wisconsin following some unusually
high December temperatures. Frost
penetration was reported throughout
the state and there was some snow.
For the state as a whole, Wisconsin
farmers believed vegetation went into
the dormant stage in good condition
although precipitation in some south-
ern areas particularly was well below
normal when the deep freeze began.

A considerable amount of fall plow-
ing was done late in 1962 with some
farmers on their fields early in De-
cember while dairy herds sunned
themselves in adjacent fields. Milk
cows entered the winter feeding sea-
son in excellent condition following a
season of adequate pasture feed in
most areas and mild temperatures
until late fall.

Adequate feed supplies will be
found on most farms this winter. The
total supply of corn and small grains
is smaller than reported on January
1 last year but there is a sharp gain
in the amount of hay on hand. How-

ever, some farmers point out that the
quality of both hay and corn is below
last year and more will be needed to
meet feeding requirements.

While the number of cattle on Wis-
consin farms probably will show little
change from a year ago when the
January 1 inventory is finished, farm-
ers plan to increase hog production
even though feed supplies are smaller
this year. January 1 estimates indi-
cate Wisconsin farmers have 11 per-
cent less corn on hand that a year
ago and oat stocks are down 5 per-
cent. Stocks of wheat and barley are
also smaller than a year ago while
there is an increase in the holdings
of soybeans, flaxseed and rye.

Grain and Hay Stocks
on Wisconsin Farms,
on January 1

C 1963 6 Licd
rop 1962 as percent
oﬁ%z
Thousand bushels Percent
89,067 100,149 89
473 645 73
91,478 96,224 95
1,073 927 116
48 38 126
528 628 84
170 150 113
Thousand tons
Hay 7.978 6,623 120

The National Situation

Feed grain supplies on farms in the
nation are about equal to a year ago
although there is a drop of 2 percent
in farm stocks of corn. Food grain
and soybean stocks are below a year
ago. The nation’s hay supply is up
5 percent from last year and 4 per-
cent above average.

Fall seeded grain crops in the im-
portant Central Plains area generally
grew later in the season than usual.
December harvest of 1962 late crops
was done under favorable conditions
in most areas, and more than the
usual amount of fall plowing was re-
ported in the Corn Belt States.

Income Down With
Lower Milk Prices

While 3 percent more milk was
probably sold by Wisconsin farmers
in 1962 than in 1961, income from
this source will be lower because of the
drop in prices. And total cash farm
income in 1962 probably will be a
little below the previous year mainly

Weather Summary, December, 1962

Temperature Precipitation
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Superior |-23 |60 |17 |18.2]0.07|0.88] -3.24
Spooner [-26 (58 |17 |17.4]0.22|0.84| -1.04
Park Falls|-24 |57 [15 [16.6[1.12]|1.16] -3.30
R’nlander|-22 |56 (17 [17.9/0.66]|1.14| -4.82
Medford |-29 (57 |17 |17.8]0.75|1.33| -5.46
Marinette | -15 |60 (23 [24.5|1.31]1.38 +3.40
Antigo -21 (58 |18 |19.8/0.75]1.03| -1.73
Amery -15 |59 |17 |17.9]/0.34|0.82| +6.53
Riv. Falls | -18 |61 |21 [19.2]|0.41|1.09| +2.89
Crosse | -17 |60 |22 [21.8]0.30/1.15| -3.77
Hatfield
Dam -18 |64 |22 |20.5|0.40/0.95| -1.59
M'rs’field | -25 (59 |18 [19.2]0.67[1.10| +1.21
Hancock |-26 (60 |19 [20.5/0.70{1.03| -1.61
Oshkosh |-18 (63 |22 |22.8|0.73|1.34| -0.55
Gr. Bay -19 |61 |20 |21.5]|1.03|1.18| +1.31
Portage <21 |65 |26 |24.4]|0.80[1.29| -7.44
S’boygan [-11 |62 |24 (25.5]|1.01|1.68| +0.87
Mn'towoc|-15 |61 |23 (26.0]/0.81|1.50| -2.78
Lancaster |-19 |57 |22 |23.9/0.69]|1.35| +0.31
D'rlingt'n|-29 |64 |22 (24.1]|0.71|1.40| -1.46
Hllls_l:bom =30 |61 |20 |22.20|0.44|1.13| -6.03
Madison |-22 (61 |20 [22.6(0.90|1.31| -8.19
Beloit <12 |64 |28 |26.7|0.47[1.54| -11.36
Lake
Geneva |-12 (60 |23 [25.9]0.75]|2.12| -8.72
Milwa’kee
(airport) |-14 |62 |22 [24.6]0.55|1.63| -7.16
Av. for 25
stations | -20.0/60.4(20.6|21.7)0.66|1.26| -2.55

because of the smaller return from
milk. The purchasing power of the
farm dollar last year also dropped a
bit more because of the record high
prices paid by farmers.

Wisconsin farmers may have receiv-
ed an average of $3.41 a hundred
pounds for milk of average test sold
in 1962. This price is down 14 cents
or 4 percent from the previous year
and the lowest since 1959. The year
ended with the December average of
$3.45 or 22 cents below the average
for December 1961.

Farmers in the state received high-
er prices for meat animals during the
summer months, but the index of
meat animal prices for 1962 was only
2 percent above a year earlier. Egg
prices showed some strength in the
last two months of 1962 but for the
year were off 6 percent from 1961.

The index of prices received by
Wisconsin farmers for 1962 was 248
percent of the 1910-14 average or 2
percent below 1961. The index of

prices paid by farmers_at ne '
percent of the 1910-14£§€#% E @
percent above 1961 a e ‘highest

on record.
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Purchasing power of Wisconsin
farm products during the past year
at 82 percent of the 1910-14 average
was the lowest for any year since
1959. Purchasing power is the ratio
of prices received to prices paid. Last
year marked the tenth consecutive
year in which purchasing power was
below 100 percent in all months.

December farm commodity index
figures showed prices received by
\gi':consm farmers down 6 percent
for milk but up 1 percent for meat
animals, 3 percent for poultry, 10 per-
cent for eggs, and 2 percent for crops.
The increase in crop prices comes
mainly from higher prices for some
cash crops. Feed grain and hay prices
were off from December 1961,

December Milk Production
Unchanged from Year Ago

By producing 1,427 million pounds
of milk in December, Wisconsin dairy
herds approached the December 1961
output. December marked the first
month in 1962 that milk production
failed to show an increase over the
corresponding month of the previous
year. However, a preliminary esti-
mate of the state’s 1962 milk produc-

tion indicates a record breaking total
of nearly 1814 billion pounds or al-
most 214 percent more than the rec-
ord of the previous year.

Milk production in the nation dur-
ing December totaled 9,796 million
pounds or slightly more than a year
earlier. The estimated milk produc-
tion on farms in the nation last year
was 12614 billion pounds or 1 percent
ing%lie than the record production of

Monthly Milk Production on Farms,
Wisconsin and United States, 1962 and Average

Wisconsin United States

Month 5-year 1962 5-year 1962

1962 avera, as % of 1962 avera as % of

1957-61 average 1957-61 average

Million pounds Percent Million pounds Percent
1,524 1,461 104 10,118 9,769 104
1,468 1,409 104 9,629 9,360 103
1,701 1,630 104 11,101 10,727 103
1,723 1,665 103 11,340 11,097 102
1,855 1,841 101 12,533 12,415 101
1,830 1,817 101 12,003 11,974 100
- 1,561 1,555 100 10,977 11,004 100
! 1,379 1,336 103 10,244 10,154 101
f 1,312 1,220 108 9,683 9,387 103
3 1,346 1,258 107 9,771 9,377 104
s 1,299 1,220 106 9,314 8,905 105
e 1,427 1,369 104 9,796 9,448 104
Jan.-Dec 18,425 17,781 104 126,509 123,619 102

State’s December Egg Production
Holds Year Ago Level

The 9,314,000 layers on state farms
this past December represents the
smallest December level in 37 years.
However, egg production held last
year’s level of 171,000,000 eggs be-
cause the rate of lay increased by 1
percent.

Aggregate egg output for 1962 in
the state totaled 1,946 million eggs or

214 percent above 1961. This is the
third straight year that total egg pro-
duction has been below the 2,000 mil-
lion egg level.

A record average rate of lay in the
nation of 1,704 eggs per 100 layers
held egg production for December at
less than 1 percent under December
of 1961. By holding this production
level, the nation’s total egg output for

1962 will be about 1% percent above
1961.

Monthly Egg Production on Farms,
Wisconsin and United States, 1962 and Average

Wisconsin United States

Month 5-year 1962 5.-year 1962

1962 avera as % of 1962 average as % of

1957-61 average 1957-61 average

Million eggs Percent Million eggs Percent
174 202 86 5,275 5,354 929
160 179 89 4,928 5,014 98
181 198 91 5,728 5,744 100
173 192 90 5,622 5,641 100
175 191 92 5,704 5,663 101
163 175 93 5,272 5,141 103
157 170 92 5,175 4,976 104
149 159 94 4,991 4,793 104
138 145 95 4,817 4,605 105
148 155 95 5,054 4,835 105
157 168 93 4,990 4,858 103
171 190 90 5,216 5,231 100
1,946 2,123 92 62,774 61,857 101

1962 Farm Wages
Reach New High

Wisconsin’s index of wages paid by
Wisconsin farmers in 1962 was 2 per-
cent above the 1961 figure and the
highest on record. While wage rates
were higher, the farmers hired fewer
workers than in 1961.

Last year Wisconsin farmers paid
hired workers monthly wages averag-
ing $206 with a house and $151 with
board and room. Daily rates averaged
$7.20 with board and room and $9.10
without board or room. Hourly rates
without board or room averaged $1.13.

Farm employment in Wisconsin
last year was below 1961 by about 3
percent with decreases in the number
of both family and hired workers.
The number of family workers aver-
aged 236,000 persons per month com-
pared with 244,000 in 1961. This de-
crease reflects in part the decrease in
the number of farms. Hired workers
averaged 28,000 a month or 1,000
persons less than employed in 1961.

Farm Workers and Wages
Wisconsin and United States
1961 and 1962 Averages

Wisconsin (United States
1962 | 1961 | 1962 | 1961
Monthly average (000)

Item

Farm Workers,

Mg ess i 1 28] 29| 1,817 1,886
Family .. 236| 244| 4,934| 5,104
Total ......occeee| 266  273| 6,751| 6,990

Dollars per month

Wage rates

By the month

With house ..............|206.00(202.00/200.00(195.00

With room & board .|151.00{149.00 155.00|151.00
By the day

With room & board .| 7.20[ 7.00 6.70| 6.50
No room & board ....| 9.10| 8.90 90| 6.60
l}% the hour

0 room & board ....| 1.13| 1.10] 1.01 .99

1Persons employed during the last full calendar
week ending at least one day before the end
of the month,

Washington Regains Lead
In Apple Production

Wisconsin produced 1.4 million
bushels in 1962, down 400,000 bushels
or 22 percent from 1961. However
the state is still slightly above its
average 1951-60 production of 1.3
million bushels.

Washington regained the lead from
New York as the leading commercial
apple producer in 1962. Washington's
production compared to 1961 increased
50 percent or 5.1 million bushels while
New York’s production decreased 17
percent or 4.1 million bushels.

The nation’s production of 121.4
million bushels is about a 4 percent
decline from last year. Declines in
Eastern and Central states more than
offset an increase in Western states.
Michigan is the leading midwestern

9«
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state for commercial apple production
with 12 million bushels of production
in 1962. Michigan also ranks third in
the nation in production behind Wash-
ington and New York.

Commercial Apple Crop
Leading States, 1961-62

Production
State 10-
Average | 1961 | 1962
1951
Thousand bushels

Washington ....| 22,630 16,900 22,000
New York .......| 17,405 24,100 20,000
Michigan 10,520 16,000 12,000
California ........ 8,730 10,300 10,300
Virginia 9,505 10,500 9,800
Pennsylvania ... 7,028 9,800 8,700
Wisconsin .......| 1,313 1,800 1,400
United States ...| 110,322 | 126,710 | 121,390

Cranberry Production
Second Highest on Record

Production of cranberries in the
nation in 1962 totaled 1,335,000 bar-
rels, second highest on record. This
was 8 percent above 1961 and about
24 percent above average. It was only
exceeded by the 1960 harvest of
1,341,000 barrels.

Massachusetts produced 63 percent
more cranberries than in 1961 while
all other states declined in produc-
tion. Massachusetts with 770,000 bar-
rels led the nation in production. Wis-
consin with 380,000 barrels was sec-
ond followed by New Jersey with
102,000 barrels, Washington with 55,-
000 barrels and Oregon with 28,000
barrels.

Wisconsin’s production was down
18 percent from last year’s record
production of 462,000 barrels. How-
ever the 1962 crop was 21 percent
above average.

Wisconsin’s 1962 crop was produced
on 4,300 acres. This was 100 more
acres than 1961 and 360 acres above
the 10-year average.

Wisconsin’s yield of 884 barrels
per acre in 1962 was substantially
below 1961 but 12 percent above the
1951-60 average of 78.8 barrels per
acre. Wisconsin’s 1962 yield was high-
est among the five producing states
and was more than 26 barrels above
the average for the nation. Massa-
chusetts was the only state to increase
its yield from 1961 and that was from
37.5 to 61.6 barrels per acre.

Maple Sirup Production
Down in 1962

Wisconsin with 105,000 gallons of
maple sirup production in 1962 ranks
fourth in the nation. This 1962 pro-
duction is the same as the state pro-
duced in 1961 and 30,000 gallons
above the 1951-60 average.

Vermont, the usual leading maple
sirup producing state was surpassed
by New York in 1962. New York had
519,000 gallons of production in 1962
compared to 441,000 gallons for Ver-
mont. In 1961 Vermont had 554,000
gallons of maple sirup production or
84,000 gallons more than New York.

Maple sirup production for 1962 in
the United States totaled 1,446,000
gallons. This was a decrease of 74,000
gallons from 1961. This past year's
production is also 27,000 gallons under
the recent 10-year average. This pro-
duction level is down 5 percent from
1961 and 2 percent under the most
recent 10-year average.

The Agricultural Research Service
estimates that sap is collected from
only about 5 percent of the tappable
trees in the United States. This sug-
gests a considerable maple sirup pro-
duction potential. In the near future
part of this potential may be realized
through the more widespread use of
central evaporators coupled with both
new tree tapping procedures and sap
collection methods. It was also men-
tioned that the demand for maple
sirup is greater than the domestic
supply with about half of the sirup
used in the United States being im-
ported from Canada.

Maple Sirup:

Production
State 10-year

average 1961 1962

1951-

Thousand gallons

Maine ..........oeueee. 13 9 9
New Hampshire . 47 45 35
Vermont .............. 565 554 441
Massachusett: 42 41 a5
New York .. 408 470 519
Pennsylvania ....... 96 90 94
io .. 121 99 114
Michigan 83 B2 73
‘Wisconsin 75 105 105
Minnesota 9 7 5
Maryland ............ 13 18 12
United States ......| 1,473 1,520 1,446

iIncludes sirup later made into sugar.

Peppermint Production
Down in 1962

Peppermint is a relatively new crop
in Wisconsin agriculture. It is a spe-
cialized crop that is grown in well
drained mucky areas.

The nation harvested 41,000 acres
in 1962 which was 2,300 acres less
than in 1961 or a decline of 5 percent.
Of the five states raising peppermint,
only Oregon showed an increase in
harvested acreage from 1961. Wash-
ington decreased by 2,300 acres, In-
diana had 800 fewer acres and Wis-
consin along with Michigan declined
200 acres.

The 2.3 million pounds of pepper-
mint oil produced in the nation had
a farm value of $11.6 million. The
average price to United States grow-
ers was $5.06 per pound. Wisconsin
and Indiana farmers received the top
price of $6.20 a pound. This was 30
cents a pound less than last year’s
price. In 1962, Wisconsin peppermint
oil producers received $1,147,000 for
185,000 pounds of oil. This was
$81,000 below last year’s income from
peppermint oil.

Sour Cherry Production
Sets Record in 1962

Production of sour cherries in 1962
set a record of 179,190 tons. This is
about 13,800 tons or 8 percent above
the previous record set in 1961. It
is also about 42 percent greater than
the 1951-60 average.

Michigan with 120,000 tons of sour
cherries produced in 1962 is the lead-
ing state and produced about 2/3 of
the nation’s total sour cherry crop.
Wisconsin with 1314 thousand tons
was third in sour cherry production
following New York with 1814 thou-
sand tons.

About 95 percent of the sour cherry
crop is processed. Processing the
crop makes possible more orderly
marketing as well as opening new
markets. In some export markets sour
cherry products have met a favorable
response.

More than 3; of the sweet cherries
are now produced in western states
while more than 90 percent of the
sour varieties are being grown in the
five Great Lake States of Wisconsin,
Michigan, Ohio, New York and Penn-
gylvania.

Cranberries: Acreage, Yield, Production, by States, 1961-62

Acreage harvested Yield per acre Production
State 10-year 10-year 10-year
ave:.i e 1961 1962 average 1961 1962 average 1961 1962
1951 1951- 1951-
Acres Barrels Barrels

Massachusetts ... 13,440 12,600 12,500 - 43.3 37.5 61.6 578,900 472,000 770,000
New Jersey ... 3,890 3,000 3,000 25.1 39.3 34.0 88,900 118,000 102,000
Wisconsin ... 3,940 4,200 4,300 78.8 110.0 BB.4 313,000 462,000 380,000
Washington .. 875 1,100 1,100 71.4 126.4 50.0 62,420 139,000 55,000
Oregon .......... 486 560 560 66.5 81.1 50.0 32,490 45,400 28,000
United States .................... 22,631 21,460 21,460 48.1 57.6 62.2 1,075,710 1,236,400 1,335,000
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AGRICULTURAL PRICE TRENDS
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1963 Livestock Inventory
Wisconsin farmers have
more cattle and swine, but
fewer sheep and lambs,
chickens and turkeys than a
year ago. Total value of all
cattle and calves on Wiscon-
sin farms on Janvary 1,
1963 was $804,661,000.
Milk Production
January milk production
declined 2 percent com-
pared with the same month
last year for Wisconsin but
was 3 percent above the
average for the month.
Very cold weather affected
output per cow.
Egg Production
Total egg output on Wis-
consin farms during Janu-
ary was 5 percent under
January last year and layers
on hand were a record low
for the month.
Farm Prices
The January index of
prices received by Wiscon-
sin farmers was 4 percent
under January last year
while the index of prices
paid was a record high.
Agricultural Price Trend Chart

L I1VESTOCK INVENTORY figures

for the first of this year show Wiscon-
sin farmers have more cattle and
swine than a year ago while the num-
ber of all sheep and lambs. chickens,
and turkeys is smaller. Changes in
both number and value per head have
combined to lower the total value of
all livestock on farms to $804,661,000
or 2 percent below January1 last
year.

The preliminary estimate based on
reports from farmers indicates on
January 1 Wisconsin's dairy cattle in-
cludes 1 percent more milk cows two
years old and over while the number
of heifers one to two years and heifer
calves remains the same as last year.
After holding constant for the past
three years, Wisconsin’s milk cow

numbers rose slightly to 2,426,000
head at the beginning of this year. A
slight rise is also indicated for beef
cattle. The total number of all cattle
on farms in the state is estimated at
4,382.000 head.

With the average farm value per
head below last year more than off-
setting the increase in cattle num-
bers, the total farm value of all cattle
on Wisconsin farms estimated at
$736,176 000 is 2 percent below Janu-
ary 1, 1962. The value of Wisconsin’s
milk cows accounted for 72 percent of
the total value of all cattle and 66 per-
cent of the value of all livestock.

A drop of 2 percent from a year
ago is reported for the nation’s milk
cow numbers. This is the lowest num-
ber since 1907. But the increase of
6 percent in the number of beef cattle
brought the total cattle population in
the nation to 4 percent above a year
ago and the highest on record for
January 1.

With more brood sows and late fall
and early spring pigs on Wisconsin
farms, the total swine population in
the state is 3 percent above a year
ago and the highest count since Jan-
uary 1, 1960. The increased hog
numbers more than offset a drop in
the value per head of Wisconsin swine,
and the total value of $52,954,000 is
up slightly from a year ago.

For the nation, the swine popula-
tion rose 3 percent from a year ago
to the highest count since 1960. This
increase includes 5 percent more pigs
under six months of age and 3 percent
more sows and gilts than on January
1 last year, but the number of hogs
six months and older was down 3 per-
cent.

Farm chicken numbers, this ex-
cludes commercial broilers, dropped
sharply from a year ago to 9,673,000
birds the first of this year. This is
the smallest number on Wisconsin
farms of record. Total value of all
farm chickens is estimated at $11,-
124,000. Farmers in the state also had
272.000 turkeys on January 1 — about
2,000 less than a year ago. The tur-
key population is valued at over 1
million dollars. Estimates for the na-
tion show 1 percent fewer chickens
but 2 percent more turkeys than a
year ago.

Fall Potato Supply
Is Below Last Year

Growers in Wisconsin and other
states producing the 1962 fall potato
crop probably will find a good market
in the coming months for the remain-
der of their crop. Storage potatoes

Weather Summary, January, 1963

Temperature Precipitation
Few
Station = -‘2 == "3"2.
¢ | F| 87|82
B8 |3 g s| 5| &
S | |8 | 2| 8|Z]| <88
Superior (-33 |42 | 4 |12.6]0.06]/0.97| -0.91
pooner |-34 (38 2 |(12.2]0.23/0.74| -0.51
Park Falls(-34 (38 | 1 [12.4]|0.41/1.09| -0.68
R'nlander|-34 |36 3 |(13.0)0.30|1.20 0.90
Med,ford -36 |38 3 (13.310.57|1.19 0.62
Marinette [ -26 |40 (10 |20.2]0.67(1.46| -0.79
Antigo -32 (35 4 [15.7/0.29|1.19| -0.90
Amery -38 |40 3 [12.2)0.38|0.73| -0.35
Riv. Falls [ -31 |40 4 113.4/0.54(0.90| -0.36
La Crosse [ -31 |43 6 |16.5/0.67|1.19| -0.52
Harfield
Dam -47 |42 4 [15.1]0.66/0.90| -0.24
M'rs'field | -37 |36 3 |14.5/0.30|1.20| -0.90
Hancock |-40 |40 | 4 |16.1/0.32|0.98| -0.66
hkosh |-28 (40 | 7 [18.6/0.62|1.29| -0.67
Gr. Bay [-27 |39 7 |16.3]0.68)|1.15| -0.47
Portage 35 |40 8 [20.2|0.62(1.38| -0.76
S'boygan |-22 12 |21.4/0.72|1.63| -0.91
Mn’towoc(-26 |42 |10 |21.9]0.51|1. -0.95
Lancaster |-31 (43 | 8 |19.5/0.60|1.29| -0.69
D:rlingt’n -35 |43 7 |20.110.48(1.35| -0.87
Hillsboro |-34 (42 4 |17.9/0.38(1.11| -0.73
Madison [-30 |36 |5 |18.0/0.76(1.40| -0.64
Beloit <23 |43 (10 |22.9|0.52|1.63]| -1.11
Lake
Geneva |-23 (40 |11 |21.5]0.93[1.73| -0.80
Milw'kee
(airpo:t) -24 |38 9 |20.6]0.66(1.83| -1.17
Av. for 25
stations |-31.6(39.8| 6.0{17.0(0.52|1.24| .0.72

may be in better demand than a year
ago because of the smaller prospective
supply of new crop winter potatoes.

The February 1 forecast of winter
potatoes of 3,840,000 hundredweight
1s 8 percent below last year’s produc-
tion and a fifth below the 5-year aver-
age. Potato digging began in Florida
late in December. Harvest in Dade
County may begin in mid-February
where yield prospects are mostly good.
Harvest in the Perris-Hemet areas of
Riverside County, California was slow
the first of February.

Wisconsin growers have been re-
porting a good disappearance of their
fall potatoes. On February 1, growers
and dealers had only 2.550,000 hun-
dredweight on hand or 66 percent of
their 1962 fall production. Stocks of
potatoes in the state on February 1
were 9 percent below a year ago be-
cause of the lower production and the
increased demand for the crop.

Stocks of fall potatoes held by grow-
ers and dealers in the 26 renorting
states are estimated at 92,975,000 hun-

dredweight. These Februar
ings were 4 perdgnt less thxi'liel’lﬁa?rN
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Number and Value

of Livestock, January 1
in

Wiscons
Number (000 omitted) Farm price per head Farm value (000 omitted)
Class of livestock 1963 1962 1963 1963 1957-61
; (prelim-| 1962 [1957-61| (prelim. | 1962 7
(prelim-| (re- 1961 1960 | 1959 | 1958 1957 1956 average average
mary) | vise) 6'::1?.") Dollars Dollars S‘;lliﬂ, Rt Dollars
Cows, heifers 2 yrs. old
H :i:f:r:e; i::pzc for g:llék 2,426 2,402| 2,402| 2,402| 2,426 2,475| 2,552 2,578 220.00 | 230.00 | 217.00 | 533,720/ 552,460, 530,454,
kept formilkcows .| 671| 671| 68| 45| 30| 30| e37| 640
Heifer calves being
saved for milk cows ... 697 697 697 676 665 650 652 655
All other calves .............. 149 141 128 123 95 87 96 95
Cows, heifers 2 yrs. old
& over not kept for milk 143 135 123 123 106 96 92 98
Heifers 1 to 2 years
not for milk ......ce....... 106 108 94 90 81 64 59 66
Steers 1 yr. old & over ... 144 139 146 144 116 154 150 145
Bulls 1 yr. old & over ..., 46 46 48 50 51 56 60 64
All cattle ...............| 4,382| 4,339 4,296| 4,253| 4,170| 4,212 4,298| 4,341| 168.00 | 174.00 | 167.00 | 736,176 | 754,986 | 706,726
Sows and gilts ................] 300 286 306 305 353 331 3235 328
Other hogs over 6 mos. . 223 243 240 311 300 335 323 317
Pigs under 6 months ._.... 1,375 1,314 1,240 1,347 1,350 1,122 1,105 1,220
All swine ..............| 1,898 1,843 1,786 1,963 2,003 1,788 1,753 1,865 27.90 | 28.60 | 28.40 52,954 52,710 52,803
Ewes 1 year and over ..... 165 160 163 165 172 174 172 171
Ewe lambs ........cooercereeee. 26 26 30 30 31 a1 30 33
Wether and. ram lambs . 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2
Rams & wethers
1 te“ & OVED i 10 9 9 9 10 10 9 () E S
Stock sheep and lambs .. 202 196 204 206 215 217 213 215| 12,90 | 12.70 | 15.20 2,606z 2,489; 3,208z
Sheep & lambs on feed .. 43 50| 63 60 62 62 60 61
All sheep & lambs ...... 245 246 267 266 277 279 273 276 3,251 3,189 4,228
All chickenss ........... 9,673 | 10,211 10,645| 10,904 12,449 12,882 13,264 13,300 1.15 1.15 1.18 11,124 11,743 14,293
Turkeyss . 272 274 264 220 361 211 194 120 4.25 3.85 4.93 1,156 1,055 1,233
Total value ......... 804,661 | 823,683 | 779,283
United Statess
Cows, heifers 2 yrs. old
& over kept for milk 18,730 19,167| 19,342| 19,527| 20,132 21,265 22,325| 22,912| 206.00 | 211.00 | 192.00 3,849,652 | 4,053,765 | 3,923,905
Heifers 1 to 2 yrs, old
kept for milk cows ..... 4,831 4,965| 5,060 5,079| 5,050 5,126| 5,267 5,407
All other cattle ...............| 80,193| 75,870| 72,917| 71,630| 68,140 64,785 | 65,268 67,581}|.....ccco...|oooro.
All catdde ............... 103,754 | 100,002 | 97,319| 96,236 93,322| 91,176 92,860| 95,900 142.00 | 140.00 | 127.00 14,745,911 (13,985,919 (11,988,667
Swine incl. pigs .....| 58,695| 57,000 55,443| 59,026 58,045 51,517| 51,897| 55,354 27.50 | 27.50 | 26.50 1,613,397 | 1,566,515 | 1,458,611
Sheep and lambs ....| 30,170 31,320 | 32,967 33,170 32,606| 31,217| 30,654 31,157 439,260 405,625 547,967
All chickenss ..........| 365,217 368,452 | 360,576 | 369,484 | 387,002 | 374,281 391,363 | 383,690 1.16 1.15 1.20 423,727 422,482 451,695
Turkeysa ............| 6,598 6,488| 6,770 ,633| 6,105| 5,612| 5,828 4,937 4.41 3.79 4.83 29,077 24,590 28,968
Total value .................. 17,251,372 16,405,131 |14,475,908
iIncluded in value of all cattle. aIncluded in value of all sheep and lambs. 3Does not include commercial brojlers. sDoes not include turkey
fryers. sAverages are for 48 states, All other data are for 50 states,

Cold Weather Reduces
State’s Milk Production

Wisconsin’s milk cows produced 2
percent less milk in January than a
year ago. The extremely cold weather
during January probably had consid-
erable to do with the drop in milk
production per cow.

Dairy herds on Wisconsin farms
produced 1,495 million pounds of milk
in January compared with 1,518 mil-
lion pounds a year ago. January milk
production was nearly 3 percent above
the 5-year, 1957-61 average for the
month of 1,457 million pounds.

Milk production estimates for the
nation now include Alaska and Ha-
waii. The production estimate for
Hawaii of a little over 12 million
pounds is nearly equal to the January
output for Wyoming. Dairy herds in
the 50 states produced 10.043 million
pounds of milk. This production was
about 1 percent below January last
year but nearly 3 percent above the
5-year average for the month.

Januvary Egg Production
Declines in State

January egg production in the state,
of 165 million eggs, was 5 percent be-
low a year ago and 4 percent under
December and the lowest for the
month since 1942. The state’s produc-
tion for the month has declined stead-
ily since 1958. The nation’s January
production of 5,187 million eggs was
2 percent below last year and down
slightly from the previous month.

In the state the increased rate of
lay has offset a smaller number of
layers on farms which has modified
the drop in egg production. The 1,860
eggs produced per 100 layers during
January on state farms was the sec-
ond highest on record for the month.
The nation’s rate of 1.698 eggs was
down, but still the third highest for
the month behind the rates of 1,712
eggs in 1962 and 1.719 eggs in 1960.

Layers on state farms in January,
numbered 8 887,000 birds, establishing
a record low for the month. The num-
ber of layers on state farms for Jan-

uary has trended downward since
the record high of 17,234,000 layers
in January of 1944.
Wisconsin's Strawberry Income
Approaches $174 Million
Strawberries are now a 1 1/3 mil-
lion dollar crop in Wisconsin and pro-
vide a good income source to many
of the states growers. In 1962 Wiscon-
sin growers produced 6,400,000 pounds
of strawberries for fresh market val-
ued at $1.331.000. Wisconsin ranks
eighth in the nation in the production
of strawberries for fresh market. All
of Wisconsin strawberries are now
produced for fresh market.
Nationally strawberries reFreeent a
market with a farm value of over 90
million dollars and total production
of around one-half billion pounds.
Over one-half of the berries produced
are used for fresh market and account
for about two-thirds of the total farm
value of the crop. California is by far
the leading strawberry grower, pro-
ducing close to 40 percent of the na-
tion’s 1962 crop.
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Strawberries for Fresh Market
Leading States and U. S.

Production Value

State 10-year 10-year

1962 1961 avera, 1962 1961 avera

. 1951 1951

Thousand pounds Thousand dollars
132,500 81,679 28,142 28,222 17,465
5,780 23,308 5,386 1769 4,285
13,665 15,294 4,649 4,359 4,476
14,580 9,667 2,884 2,872 1,986
7,756 6,274 4,735 2,684 2,035
,000 8,603 2,421 2,259 2,172
12,080 12,362 1,262 2,078 2,286
3,910 4,373 1,331 903 841
United States .......| 289,087 288,689 288,584 63,873 62,739 49,263
Year Starts With Crop Values

Lower Farm Prices

Lower milk, slaufhter cow, and hog
prices were mainly responsible for
the drop from a year earlier in the
January index of prices received by
Wisconsin farmers.

Prices received for products sold
by Wisconsin farmers in January at
245 percent of the 1910-14 average
were off idpercent from January last
year according to index figures which
also show the level of prices paid at
305 percent was the highest for any
month. The purchasing power of Wis-
consin farm products was 5 percent
below a year ago. Purchasing power
is the ratio of the index of prices
received to prices paid.

Wisconsin farmers received prices
for milk sold in January averagin
$3.40 a hundred pounds for milk o
average test. This price shows a sea-
sonal drop of 6 cents and is 18 cents
below a year ago. Milk prices at 5
{Jercent below a year ago are the
owest for January since 1959.

. The index of meat animal prices
in January is also nearly 5 percent
below last year. Hog prices averaged
$15.20 a hundredweight or 30 cents
less than in December and 90 cents
below January last year. While steer
and heifer and calf prices show little
change from a year ago, slaughter cow
prices averaging $13.00 a hundred-
weight were off a dollar. Sheep prices
in January averaged $4.30 a hundred-
weight or 20 cents more than a year
ago. Lamb prices showed the largest
gain with an average, of $6.90 a hun-
dredweight up 70 cents from Decem-
ber and $1.70 from January last year.

As a whole poultry prices dropred
nearly 2 percent from January last
year although farm prices of chickens
averaging 814 cents a pound were up
1 cent and turkey prices averaging 21
cents a pound show a gain of 2 cents.
Prices for both farm chickens and
turkeys were unchanged from Decem-
ber. E g prices in January were un-
changed from the December average
of 32 cents a dozen but up 2 cents
from January last year.

Crop prices in general rose nearly
2 (?ercent according to the January
index. Corn, oat and soybean prices
are above a year ago. Soybean prices
averaged $2.28 a bushel, the highest
for any January in eight years. Po-
tato prices average higher than a year
ago with the January average at $2.00
a hundredweight.

Range Widely
Crop values per acre vary widely
and change considerably from year

to year. This is not unusual since
crop values per acre depend upon
both production per acre and price

Crop Values per Acre, Wisconsin

Dollars per acre
1962 1961
Cereals :
Corn for grain 74.20 75.92
(o717 I 35.34 36.40
Barley 40.80 48.15
BYS i 20.40 19.62
Spring wheat 62.40 58.18
inter wheat ..... 70.30 65.34
Buckwheat ......... 25.40 17.15
Other seeds and grains
Soybeans for beans ....... 39.60 40,70
Flaxseed ............. . 43.20 51.98
Red clover seed 21.70 19.52
Alfalfa seed .................., 28.50 23,71
AIVBRE i it ionieibionss 45.38 43.26
Other field crops
Potatoes .........ccccooarernne .| 451.36 350.20
Cabbage, all .. o . 239.40
abbage, kraut .............| 238,42 209.10
Onions, commercial .....| 611,00 | 1,114.75
Cucumbers for pickles .| 143.60 176.69
For processing
[y, R S 98.00 98.28
Sweet corn .. 66.79 61.42
Snap beans . 125.80 125.82
ets ....... 134.48 160.00
Green lima 120.96 140.56
Carrots ... 507.00 439.20
Mint for oil ... .| 266,60 273.00
Strawberries ................... 665.60 531.30

per unit, both of which may fluctuate
sharply from one crop season to the
next. y

Of the twenty-five crops in the

accompanying table, 13 increased in
value from 1961 to 1962 and 12 de-
creased. Onions for example, showed
the largest change in dollars during
the two-year period. From over $1,100
in 1961, the per acre value dropped
to about $600 in 1962. This change
reflects the short supply of onions in
1961. Truck crop prices are very sen-
sitive to relatively small changes in

supply.

Egm.nges from 1961 to 1962 in aver-
age value “Fer acre for the big feed
crops in Wisconsin — corn, oats, and
hay — showed considerable variation.
Values for both corn (for grain) and
oats declined, but rose for hay. Corn
averaged $74.20 per acre last year.
This was below 1961 because the yield
decline more than offset the rice
rise, Oat yields increased a little in
the two-year period, but were not
enough to counteract the drop in price.
A value of $35.34 was repo for
oats last year. All tame hay aver-
aged $45.38 per acre for 1962 — more
than two dollars above 1961. Higher
yields last year were more than
enough to make up for a price decline
from 1961.

Wisconsin truck and canning crop
values per acre in general average
above other field crops. However
sweet corn for processing was below
corn for grain values in both 1961 and
1962. The other main canning crop,
peas, averaged well above sweet corn
and field corn.

Wisconsin’s January
Labor Force Declines

Workers on state farms during the
survey week of January 20-26 were
down 3 percent from December, and
6 percent under a year ago. Fewer
workers were reported due to the
extreme cold holding farm work to
a minimum and the general down-
ward trend in number of farm work-
ers. The 220,000 workers on farms
consist of 205,000 family and 15,000
hired workers.

The nation with 4,627,000 farm
workers in January is down 1 per-
cent from a year aﬁ and more than
14 million workers below the 1957-61
average for the month. Nearly 19
Fercent of the nation’s Janua% bor
orce were hired workers. In Wiscon-
sin about 7 percent of the January
farm labor force were hired workers.

Farm Workers in Wisconsin, 1959-62
(Revised Estimates)

Kind
and Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov.| Dec. | Annual
type average
Thousands of Persons
Total
1959 256 | 269 | 282 | 310 | 316 | 325 350 | 352 311 276 | 274 260 298
1960 237 | 256 273 | 291 301 306 | 321 324 | 298 271 | 239 245 282
1961 234 | 253 | 264 278 | 296 | 300 309 320 291 251 247 231 273
1962 233 242 | 255 269 | 287 295 303 310 281 249 | 237 227 266
Family
1959 239 | 248 258 | 282 | 288 | 287 312 305 264 242 | 253 242 268
1960 222 | 236 | 249 | 264 | 276 269 284 | 285 253 | 239 236 228 253
1961 219 232 239 | 253 | 270 263 | 275 275 | 242 220 | 227 214 244
1962 215 | 223 233 | 245 | 261 258 | 270 270 237 | 216 | 216 211 238
Hired
1959 17 21 24 28 28 38 38 47 47 34 21 18 30
1960 15 20 24 27 25 37 37 29 45 32 23 17 29
1961 15 21 25 25 26 37 34 45 49 31 20 17 29
1962 18 19 22 24 26 37 33 40 44 33 21 16 28
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- AGRICULTURAL PRICE TREND

~Chicago Barrow & Gilf. Price_—— £t . o
T e o, TR S RO P S z
S| ) : T ” )]
T s, <% i i S e 5 8%
SRS 1 i/ Hog Price" Ia
‘ @
IO (B TS RS BRI NN MR N TR TR e (S L | T B Londenkiahiodd [ S SO LT YA N UL R AN B e ¢ RN D W oy (S Y RN D Y lo
s )
_n—u"’ﬁ i ._)'._., 7 o w
s -3
Choice 900-1/00 Lb. Steer - O
Price at Chicago — 005
S — ; 0 e
- 21 F W en
NGRS .. SIS e A, 115 |5-|5[

— “Wis._Beef Coltle Price"

L S - e (SSTS SSSI OO JS S JRY TSN Y (AN (Y R AN U SO R

2 TR ST LV S5 1) 10

o —_— i
- — S— S —— S . . a.e
- R e TR e ] o
105} e (e Jos g2

00—

— s o
95 B 53 I v ‘ S TRV T

) 5
5Iélllléllltl’ iééélllllll EI'_élf”'
ZoCcoexZ_ i >Jd2 >»Z JoakE3dz : ZJ0QKF>0
a S
SE3%333236828% SE3%33338828% 3 2336828
1965-59 Av. | 1960 | 1961 I 1962 [ 1963
Average price received by farmers 12Wiu, indexes of farm prices converted from 1910-14 =100 to 1957-59=100

Wis. Corn-Hog Ratio is number of bushels of corn equal in value to 100 Ibs. of hoq,liv'avuighl

8 yis, Egg-Feed Ratio is number of Ibs. of poultry ration equal in value to | doz. eggs

© Wisconsin Grop Reporting Service

INDEX NUMBERS

1957-59

FEED RATIOS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE POSTAGE AND FEES PAID
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

RETURN AFTER FIVE DAYS TO
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICIAN

BOX 351
MADISON, WISCONSIN

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY
STATE CAPITOL BLDG.

MADISON WIS. HD

)




(C

C. D. Caparoon, In Charge
V. C. Struck,

CROP and LIV

ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Statistical Reporting Service

C. W. LeGrande,

'd"ﬂ-ca:: %nmz‘ %%~

Wi nsin

Agricultural Statisticians

REPORTER

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Division of Agricultural Stotistics

G. N. Tucker, Jr.,

C. A. Hines, Asst. In Charge
L. E. Krahn

Vol. XLIT, No. 8

Box 351, Madison, Wisconsin

March, 1963

IN THIS ISSUE

Farm Numbers

Wisconsin farm numbers
at 133,000 in 1962 dropped
almost a fourth since 1950,
but the average size rose
over a fifth. Farms aver-
aged 165 acres in size last
year. Land in farms declined
7 percent since mid-cen-

tury.

Milk Production

February milk production
in Wisconsin totaled 2 per-
cent under the same month
last year. It was 2 percent
above the average for the
month.

Egg Production

Egg production on Wis-
consin farms for February
was 9 percent under a year
ago. This reflects both a
lower rate of lay and a rec-
ord low in layers for the
month.

Prices Farmers Receive & Pay

The February index of
prices received by Wiscon-
sin farmers was 4 percent
below February 1962. The
index of prices paid was a
record high for the month.

Agricultural Price Trends Chart

Features

Cash Receipts From
Farm Marketings

Prices Farmers Receive
Reported by Years

I MPORTANT CHANGES have tak-

en place in Wisconsin farms since
mid-century. Farm numbers dropped
nearly a fourth. The average size of
farm is now over a fifth larger than
in 1950. During the same period land
in farms decreased 7 percent.

The state had 133,000 farms in
1962 or 41,000 farms less than in
1950. There were 155.000 and 138,000
farms in 1955 and 1960 respectively.
Farm numbers have fallen off each
year since 1950 but have risen sub-
stantially in size. The 1962 average
size was 165 acres. This is 29 acres
greater than the 1950 average. The
1955 average was 150 acres.

The shift to fewer and larger farms
is a reflection of consolidation of
farm tracts. To some extent farms are
fewer in number by change of defi-
nition. That is, earlier definitions
considered some very small agricul-
tural operations as farms — present
definitions rule them out. Larger
farms generally mean more economi-
cal operation in lowered costs per unit
produced. Also, with extensive mech-
anization of farming it is more advan-
tageous to have larger farms.

Land in Wisconsin farms dropped
1.6 million acres since 1950. The 1962
total was 22 million acres. Declines
occurred in most years since 1950.
Urbanization with 1ts housing, shop-
ping, and industrial developments is
an important factor in declining farm
land acreage. Highway building is
likewise taking land out of farm use.

Weather Summary, February, 1963

Temperature Precipitation
o
IE -
Station o -g - % E
1k
3 ﬁ‘ g =] gl .2 u§'
SR [E|Z] 82| <
Superior |-27 |40 | 9 |15.1|1.48(|0.80| -0.23
Spooner [-28 |38 |10 |14.7]|0.39|0.64| -0.76
Park Falls| -26 7 |14.2/0.49]0.97| -1.16
R'nlander|-30 (35 | 9 [14.7/0.46|1.10| -1.54
Medford | -28 |37 9 |15.2]0.51|1.07| -1.18
Marinette (-16 |39 |12 |21.4/0.89(1.19| -1.09
Antigo <20 |37 |11 |17.3|0.46/0.92| -1.36
Amery <25 (40 |11 [14.7]0.36|0.77| -0.76
Riv, Falls|-16 |41 |14 |16.3]0.61|0.82| -0.57
La C.mlle -15 (40 |15 |[19.4]0.49|1.05( -1.08
Hatfield
Dam -24 (42 |13 (17.6]|0.43|0.80| -0.61
M’rs'field| -23 |37 |11 |16.6]0.46 0.99( -1.43
Hancock |-28 |40 |12 |18.1]0.53|0.95| -1.08
Oshkosh |-17 |35 (13 |20.1}0.64|1.17| -1.20
Gr. Bay |-15 (39 |11 [17.6/0.59|1.08 -0.96
Portage |-16 |43 (16 |22.4|0.87|1.18 1.07
S’boygan |-12 (40 |18 |22.5|0.84[1.51| -1.58
Mn'towoc|-14 |39 |14 |23.1]0.71|1.43 1.67
Lancaster |-13 (44 |15 |22.3]|0.27(1.06| -1.48
D'rlingtn [-20 |43 (17 [23.1/0.50|1.03| -1.40
Hllla_boro -24 143 (12 |20.4]0.92|1.09| -0.90
Mal_ilson -14 |40 |14 |20.0/0.39|1.13| -1.38
Beliot -10 (43 |18 [25.3|0.46|1.25| -1.90
Lake
Geneva (-12 |45 |18 |24.8|0.69|1.26 -1.37
Milw’kee
(airpore) |-12 |42 |16 (22.4]0.42|1.40 -2.15
Av. for 25
stations -19.4/39.8(13.0{19.2]0.59|1,07| -1.20

The nation, like this state, has ex-
perienced a downward trend in farm
numbers, dropping 35 percent since
1950. Land in farms declined only 3

WISCONSIN 1950-62
170 170
Thous. »

F .
9 _Number of Farms o /-
| ", Acres
R
150 o L 150
R
L

;‘ /-’ Size of Farms

;30 1 L 1 1

1950

© WISCONSIN CROP REPORTING SERVICE

1955
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Farms: Number and Acreage, Wisconsin and United States, 1950-62 State’s Egg
Yo - Production Drops
W S tucti 4 .
isconsin United States Egg D uction on. W Haln farins
Year Nnn}her Land Average Number Land Average during February was 9 percent below
L} 0! mn
fa(r)ms fatr?ns of flaz:ms farms farms of sfl:rems a year ago and 19 percent !u!der the
1957-61 average. The 145 million eggs
Number Thousand Acres Number Thousand Acres roduced in the state is the lowest
acres acres H
or the month since 1941. The na-
1950 174,000 23,600 136 5,647,800 1,202,019 213 : a1
1951 170,000 23,600 139 5,427,600 1,203,500 222 tion’s flocks produced 4.8 billion eggs
lggz :gg.ggg zg.igg 1§z i,ag;,%gg :_zog,gzo §3§ in February '_[9}1]'1 3 percient fewetrbtlimn
1953 . 23, 145 2983, +»205,740 a year ago. S was ercent below
1954 157,000 23,400 149 4,798,200 1,206,355 251 average and the lowest for the month
}ggz lsg,ggg zg,zoo lzo g,ga,gg :,zgl,ggg zég %ml;:e 1948. Thetstate and1 2nat13n’;
152, 23,000 151 \514, ;197 2 ebruary egg output was an
1957 148,000 22,800 154 4,371,700 1,191,340 273 :
1958 145,000 22,600 156 4,232,900 1,184,944 280 percent below January reaFectlvely.
1959 142,000 22,400 158 4,097,300 1,179,158 288 31 dee(é{mtzd in the b;ate t}f lay along
with reduced numbers of layers on
1960 138,000 22,200 161 3,949,000 1,174,065 297 :
1961 136,000 22100 162 3,811,000 1,169,410 307 farms characterized the state and na-
1962 133,000 22,000 165 3,688,000 1,164,645 316 tional Floultry industry for February.
State flocks with a rate of lay of

percent, but the average size of farm
was nearly half again as large in
1962 as in 1950. Farms averaged 316
acres in size last year. This was 9
acres more than 1961 and 103 acres
above the 1950 average. Arizona led
the states in farm size with an aver-
age of 5921 acres last year. North
Carolina had the smallest average —
87 acres.

Both larger farms and higher per-
acre real estate prices have raised the
capital investment per farm. The na-
tion’s average farm investment was
$47,632 for 1962, about 23, times the
1950 average. More than 3 of the
1962 average farm investment was in
land and service buildings (dwellings
excluded). Machinery and livestock
investments rose since 1950, because
of both increased inventories and high-
er prices.

Along with the decline in farm land,
cropland used for crops has fallen.
For the nation, cropland used for
crops decreased 13 percent since 1950,
but crop production per acre was
boosted over a third. Both total cro
and livestock production are well
above the 1950 level. This is a reflec-
tion of higher labor productivity — in
fact output per man-hour is now over
twice as high as in 1950.

Most Meat Animal Prices
Below February Last Year

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers for products sold in Feb-
ruary was 243 percent of the 1910-14
average compared with the index
of prices paid at 305 percent. The
prices received index was 4 percent
below a year ago while the prices paid
index was up 1 percent and the high-
est recorded for the month.

Contributing to the lower farm prod-
uct price index were lower Yrices for
milk, meat animals, and poultry more
than offsetting increases over Febru-
ary last year in the prices of eggs and
crops.

Prices received for milk sold by
Wisconsin farmers in February aver-
aged $3.35 a hundred pounds for milk
of average test—down 5 cents from
January and 20 cents from February
last year. Milk prices continue to
average the lowest since 1959.

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers in February for meat animals

averaged lower than a
hogs, beef animals, and calves but
higher for sheep and lambs. The
meat animal price index was 6 per-
cent below a year ago.

Turkey prices averaged 20 cents a
pound to producers in February or
the same as a year ago. Farm chick-
en prices at 10 cents a pound aver-
aged a half-cent above February last
year. Egg prices increased 2 cents
from a year ago with the February
price this year at 33 cents a dozen.
Crop prices as a whole advanced 4
percent from a year ago with in-
creases in fruit prices more than off-
setting lower feed grain and hay
prices.

More detailed comparisons between
current prices and those received by
Wisconsin farmers in other years for
products sold can be made from the
data published in the accompanying
table.

As a whole, prices received by Wis-
consin farmers for products sold in
recent months averaged lower than in
1950 before inflationary pressures
boosted the consumer’s cost of a typ-
ical market basket of farm produced
foods.

Wisconsin farmers now get lower
prices than in 1950 for most livestock
and livestock products except milk.
Crop prices are generally down. Milk
prices show some increase over 1950.

While Wisconsin’s level of prices
received by farmers last year was a
little below the previous year. the
1962 cash farm income was the high-
est on record. However, the high level
of income is accompanied by increased
farm expenses. This rise in cash farm
income resulted from a higher vol-
ume of farm products produced more
than offsetting lower prices.

gear ago for

1,680 eggs per 100 layers were down
1 percent while the nation’s rate of
1,593 eggs dropped 2 percent com-
pared with a year ago. Compared
with the previous month, state flocks
were down 10 percent and the nation’s
flocks down 6 percent in rate of lay.

The number of layers on farms in
the state of 8,634,000 during Febru-
ary was the lowest on recors for the
month. Layer numbers were 250,000
below the previous month. The na-
tion’s flocks of 302.2 million birds had
4.2 million fewer birds than February
last year and were 3.3 million below
January. L:rer numbers usually de-
cline seasonally from January to Feb-
ruary.

State’s Milk Output
Below Last Winter

Milk production on farms in the
state and nation continues below last
winter. Reports from Wisconsin farm-
ers indicate milk production in Feb-
ruary was 2 percent below February
last year, but 2 percent above the 5-
year average for the month. So far
this year, January and February, the
state’s dairy herds have produced
2,927 million pounds of milk or 2
percent under the same period last
year.

Milk production per cow on Wis-
consin farms averaged 670 pounds in
February or 10 pounds less than a
year ago, but well over the 5-year
average of 638 pounds. The state
ranked sixth in milk production per
cow in February with the average well
above the 563 pounds for the nation.

Milk production on the nation’s
farms in both February and the first
two months of this year was 1 per-
cent below the production estimates
for the corresponding periods last
year. Total milk production in the

Milk Production During The Month

(on farms)
ek i o Feb. Feb. 1963 as % of
1 3 > fvets, Feb. Feb.
WISCONSIN 1963 1963 1962 1957-61 1963 ayerage

Milk produced

(000,000 omitted) .... 1,432 1,495 1,454 1,400 98 102

Cumulative to date ...... T ] e 2972l TTE 98

UNITED STATES

Milk produced

(000,000 omitted) ... 9,470 10,043 9,598 9,360 99 101

Cumulative to date ...... 19918 . aae 10709 . aaans 99

)| (
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Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers for Farm Productst

OTHER
LIVESTOCK, MILK, POULTRY, AND WOOL GRAINS SEEDS HAY: CROPS
-
<
§ 8a .
) £ g 1 _g ; - 2 8 .gS 2
El 3 g| 8 s | o sl o
Year A g X . | 8w a g ('l boel § d oS R .g - _g T .§ o -E o 47 § 9 .
E E EE 3 E QE E 8| Bal g8l 2| 6| 5| & ¢ 4 | S5 (84| 5 |=s |98 |8 [24
86| gt | 3¢ (25 § g | 24 S| & §| 5| 5| 3|38 |28 |88 |8 |28 |Be |g |32
-+ 2 @ B = S| 8| & AR~ N < |B |= < ] & | <
$ $ $ $ $ cts. | cts. |cts. $ $ $ cts $
1940-44 | 10.75 | 8.47 | 11.40 | 109 | 2.12 | 4.32| 10.77| 39| 18.8 |28.2 2,18 A 1.58
1945-49 | 19.28 | 15.03 [ 19.77 | 183 | 3.45 | 7.64 | 18.50| 45[27.8 [41.6 4.22 2.57
3.15| 9.96| 23.78| 356 25.2 |35.1 8.98 1.93
3.85 |15.13| 29.72| 90| 27.6 | 46.5 4.75 2.00
4.08 [ 9.3023.56| 50| 26.0 |39.9 5.11 2.80
3.56 | 6.03| 18.82| 48] 25.3 [46.2 5.08 2,90
322 4,72(18.12| 49| 21.6|34.4 6.25 2.75
3.23 | 4.35]17.19| 43| 21.3|37.0 6.54 2.40
3.36 | 4.14)|17.67| 44| 18.4 [36.6 5.65 2.50
3.38 | 5.08)|19.38| 49(17.3 |32.9 & 2.10
3.27 | 5.84]19.91| 36|17.2|34.9 2,15
3.28 | 4.88| 18.68| 41]14.8 |27.5 2.90
3.47 | 4.48(17.80| 46)|16.3 [31.8 2.60
3.55 | 4.00(15.10( 45| 13.9|31.6 1.53
3.65 | 4.20|15.60( 46| 15.5 [32.4 3.15
3.50 | 4.60|15.90| 46|16.5|33.0 3113
3.47 | 4.80(15.70 | 44|16.7 |34.8 3.15
3.47 | 4.60(15.20( 44| 15.4(29.8 ——
3.44 | 4.10)| 14.20| 44)14.9 29,2
3.41 | 4.00|15.00| 44| 14.1|29.1
3.46 | 3.90]|15.70| 44| 13.9|30.4
3.55 | 3.70(15.90| 45]|13.5(32.8 .50
3.68 | 3.60|15.10| 47]11.1|33.0 23
3.74 | 3.60|15.00( 47| 10.9 [34.0 .90
3.74 | 3.70 | 14.40 | 46| 11.7 |32.0 .70
3.67 | 3.90|14.40| 46| 13.6 |29.0 .70
3.41| 4.30]16.50| 47| 14.5|29.6 00
3.58 | 4.10]15.20| 46| 14.2 |30.0 .70
3.55 | 4.30|15.50| 46| 15.4|31.0 .55
3.46 | 4.30(15.40| 46| 16.0 [29.5 35
3.30 | 4.50(15.90| 47(15.6|29.0 .55
3.25 [ 4.50| 16.00| 47| 14.3 [26.0
3.22 | 4.30( 18.50| 47| 14.3 | 24.0
3.27 | 4.30( 18,50 47]15.1]25.5 80| 15.00 | 14.50 | 183 |.. ...
. 3.33 | 4.50| 18.20( 47| 14.6 [28.5 o 8 &
t 3.44 | 4.20]17.70| 47] 14.8 [33.0 . ) '
Oct. . . 3.53 1 4.10)|16.80( 48| 12.9 |33.0 4 . . . . ¢ e
Nov. | 15.70 | 14.70 | 23.80 | 230 3.53 | 4.20(16.60| 48|13.5(34.0] 188 [105| 62| 103 | 100 | 270 | 18.60 | 22.50 4.50 1 16.60 | 17.00 | 15.50 | 114 |2.85
Dec. | 15.50 | 14.40 | 23.40 | 230 | 3.46 4.20| 16.20| 47| 13.8 [32.0) 191 [105| 65| 100 | 101 | 265 | 18.90 |21.00| 4.95 | 17.00 17.50 | 15.50 | 114 | 2.85
19633
g'an. 15.20 | 14.50 | 23.80 | 230 | 3.40 | 4.30 16.90| 47| 13.6|32.0] 193 [ 105| 67| 100 103 | 265 18.90 | 21.00( 5.62 | 17.10 17.50 | 16.00 | 120 | 3.00
eb. | 14.60 | 14.60 | 24.10 | 230 | 3.35 | 4.50 16.20| 47| 14.9 [33.0)| 191 [109| 68| 98 |102|275|19.50 |21.60| 5.62 | 18.10 | 18.50 | 17.00 129 | 3.00
1Prices are based on reports of Wisconsin price correspondents on the 15th of each month unless otherwise indicated. Annual prices are

straight averages of monthly data except milk w.

prices are on a baled basis. sPreliminary price:

nation during the first two months is
estimated at 19,513 million pounds.

February milk production was be-
low a year earlier in 5 of the 10 lead-
ing states — Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, and Iowa. But production
was above a year earlier in 5 of the
10 states — New York, Pennsylvania,
Indiana, Michigan, and California.

Contrary to the wusual upward
trend, February milk production per
cow was below a year earlier in 17
of the 89 states for which monthly
estimates are available.

Cash Receipts
Up In State

Total cash receipts from farm mar-
ketings in Wisconsin for 1962 amount-
ed to over $1,142 million and ranked
the state ninth in the nation. This
was more than $5 million above the
1961 total. The nation’s farmers had
cash receipts from their marketed
products of over $35.7 billion in 1962
—up $1% billion from 1961.

Wisconsin farmers had 1962 re-
ceipts of almost $1 million more than

hich are weighted by milk sales, and apples whic
s,

in 1961 from livestock and products.
Crop receipts rose $4.4 million from
1961. Receipts from livestock and live-
stock products of $1,003 million rep-
resented about 88 percent of total
cash receipts from farm marketings
of the state’s farmers in 1962. In-
come from -cattle, calves, and hogs
increased from 1961 in the state, while
declining for dairy products and eggs.

Government payments of $42.5 mil-
lion were paid to Wisconsin farmers
in 1962: this was 6 percent over 1961.
About 60 percent or around $26 mil-
lion in 1962 was from the feed grain

h are season (July 1-June 30) averages. 2Hay

around $9 million and $6 million from
soil bank and conservation program
payments respectively. The nation’s
tarmers received $1.7 billion in gov-
ernment payments in 1962 — $14 bil-
lion above 1961.

Wisconsin’s realized net income of
$3,252 per farm last year was 1 per-
cent above 1961. Realized net income
includes cash receipts from farm mar-
ketings plus nonmoney income and
government payments minus farm
production expenses. Realized net in-
come per farm in the nation was
$3,498 in 1962 compared with $3 360

program. State farmers received in 1961.
Cash Receipts From Farming
Wisconsin United States
Source
1962 | 1961 1962 | 1961
1,000 dollars 1,000 dollars
Livestock & Products 1,003,251 1,002,398 19,849,349 19,415,459
Crops ......... 139,420 134,986 15,899,678 15,827,516
Cash Receipts (Farm Marketings) .......| 1,142,671 1,137,384 35,749,027 35,242,975
Government Payments ...........cooooecerene.c| 42,499 40,003 1,736,147 1,484,356
Cash Receipts (Farming) ............coeeeenene 1,185,170 1,177,387 37,485,174 36,727,331
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Rye and Pasture Conditions, April 1 Weather Summary, March 1963
Wisconsin United States Temperature Precipitation
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are above a year earlier. As percent of normal SR |2 |zl 2| Z | <88
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March milk production the date of 89 percent. The condition Amery |[-19 |75 |32 |26.2|1.59(1.34| -051
in Wisconsin was 1 percent of rye was 93 percent of normal and Riv. Falls|- 7 |75 |36 |27.8[1.30]1.70| -0.97
under the same month last a}llso above average for ﬁ}:nl 1. For {-{:“Ciret;:ise 3 |76 |36 |30.5(2.25(2.07| -0.90
: ¥ the nation pasture conditions aver- Dam 13 |75 |33 [28.0]2.93|1.64| +0.68
year. So far this year out aged 81 percent of normal and rye Mrs'tield|- 8 |71 30 |26.8|1.40(1.62| -1.65
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index since 1957. The in-
dex of prices paid was a
record high for the month.

Agricultural Price Trends Chart
Features

SOME SPRING PLOWING was

done on Wisconsin farms before the
first of April, and field work was
underway in some areas of the south-
ern half of Wisconsin by the second
week of April. By April 6 snow had
disappeared from the state except for
scattered patches, and there was little
frost in the southern,eastern, and some
west-central counties.

Vegetation went into the winter
with a deficiency of moisture last fall
in some of the important hay and pas-
ture areas of the state. However,
early reports this spring indicate that
hay and pasture may have come
through the winter in better than aver-
age condition, although the snow
cover was light in some areas.

April 1 reports from Wisconsin
farmers indicate pasture conditions

less than average.

There are 39,000 more bushels of
rye than a year ago. Stocks of wheat
are smaller than April 1 last year and
average. Barley holdings are about
equal to a year ago but below aver-
age.

For the nation, stocks of corn on
farms on April 1 were estimated at
about 2 billion bushels —7 percent
below last year but 9 percent above
average. Holdings of oats are about
equal to a year ago but 12 percent
below average. Stocks of barley are
30 percent larger than a year ago
and 2 percent below average, while
wheat holdings are 7 percent below
a year ago and 10 percent less than
average.

Winter Wheat Production

Thousands of bushels 1963 as
percent of
Area | Indi. A LA
cated | 1962 | 1957. | 1962 | 1535
1963 61 961
Wisconsin| 1,190 1,147 990 104 | 120
United
States ....[926,944|816,379 997,730| 114 93

Wisconsin Farm Products
Have Low Purchasing Power

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers in March was 238 percent
of the 1910-14 average while the index
of prices paid by farmers was 305
percent. The index of prices received
was the lowest for the month since
1957 while the index of prices paid
was the highest on record for the
month.

Purchasing power of Wisconsin
farm products in March was 22 per-
cent below the 1910-14 average and
the lowest for the month since 1939,
Purchasing power is the ratio of the
index of prices received by farmers
to the index of prices paid.

Wisconsin farm commodity price in-
dex figures for March show decreases
from last year of 6 percent for milk.
9 percent for meat animals, and 5
percent for poultry. Partially offset-
ting these losses were gains of 9 per-
cent for eggs and 3 percent for crop
prices. The composite index of all farm
product prices in rch was down

nearly 6 percent f: E«’QE{% nﬁ D

Included in the lo
animal prices were m.eas
al -
18015 1963

March last year for
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and calves. Hog prices were the low-
est for the month since 1956. Sheep
and lamb prices were higher than a
year ago.

Prices received for milk sold by
tarmers in March averaged $3.25 a
hundred pounds for milk of average
test. This is 21 cents below a year
ago. Egg prices averaged 32 cents a
dozen, while turkey prices averaged
21 cents a poumi,. Farm chicken
prices at 9 cents a pound were the
lowest for any March since records
started in 1910.

Farm Flocks Lay
Fewer Eggs

A smaller number of layers and a
lower rate of production per layer
than a year ago reduced March egg
production on Wisconsin farms 12 per-
cent below March last year. The state
trends follow those for the nation as
a whole.

The number of layers on Wisconsin
farms in March is estimated at more
than 81/ million birds which produced
an average of 1916 eggs per 100
layers. Total egg production in March
is estimated at 160 million eggs com-
pared with 181 million a year ago.
So far this year, January through
March, Wisconsin farm flocks have
produced 470 million eggs. This pro-
duction is 9 percent below a year ago.

Farm flocks in the nation produced
5,680 million eggs during March. Egg

roduction was down 1 percent from

arch last year. Egg production in
the nation in the first quarter of this
year was 2 percent below the total
for the same 1962 period.

Milk Production Still
Below A Year Ago

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,657 million pounds of milk in March.
While showing a seasonal gain from
the previous month, March milk pro-
duction was 1 percent below a year
ago. Milk production on Wisconsin
farms in the first quarter of this
yvear was below the corresponding
period last year. Dairy herds in the
state produced less milk in all three
months of this year than they did in
the same months of 1962 mainly be-
cause of decreases in milk production
per cow.

Milk production on farms in the
nation continued below a year ago
with the March output 1 percent be-
low March last year. This marks the
third month this year that milk pro-
duction has been 1 percent below the
same 1962 month. Milk production
for both the state and nation continues
above average for all months so far
this year.

Farm Wage Rates Are
Highest For Any Spring

Spring work begins with fewer
workers on Wisconsin farms than a
vear ago and the general level of
wage rates the highest for any spring
on record.

Farm labor estimates for Wisconsin
show 23,000 hired workers and 224,000
family workers employed on farms
during March. This is a thousand

INDEX of WISCONSIN FARM WAGE RATES, by QUARTERS, 1950-63

[
Percent

600} ————

1910-14=100%

P

Iooﬁia?i!#‘ii!iﬁi!s%i! B383RIEdR 8L aesLIisL IR LIRdRIE0383L]
950, 1951 | 1952 | 1953119541 19551 1956 1 1957 19581 19591 19601 1961 | 1962 | 1963 !

more hired workers but 9,000 fewer
family workers than reported for
March last year. Employment figures
for the nation show decreases from a
year ago for both hired and family
farm workers.

While showing little change from
the January level, the index of Wis-
consin farm wage rates in April was
about 2 percent above April last year.
Wages paid by Wisconsin farmers on
April 1 averaged $210 a month with
a house and $152 a month with board
and room. Daily rates averaged $7.20
with board and room and $9.10 with-
out board or room. Hourly rates
averaged $1.13 without board or room.

Farm Workers and Wages
Wisconsin and United States

Wisconsin |United States
1963 | 1962 | 1963 | 1962
March (000)

Item

Farm Workers,
{77, 23 22| 1,232| 1,248
Family ................ 224 233( 4,431/ 4,488
Total .................| 247| 255| 5,663| 5,736
April 1 (dollars)
‘Wage rates
By month
With house ...............|210.00/203.00(199.00(192.00
With room & board [152.00(152.00{154.00/150.00
By day
With room & board .| 7.20( 7.10| 6.30| 6.20
No room & board ....| 9.10| 9.00| 6.80| 6.70
By hour
0 room & board ....| 1.13| 1.10 1.11] 1.07

1Persons employed during the last full calendar
week ending at least one day before the end
of the month,

Turkey Industry
Grows

Turkeys are big business in Wis-
consin. Over 5.5 million birds were
raised last year while less than a mil-
lion were raised in 1950. This sharp
rise occurred in little more than a
decade.

Since 1950 the number of turkeys
raised in the state has increased each
year except for a couple of years —

some decline took place in_both 1960
and 1962. A record 6.2 million birds
were raised in 1961. Records were
established for several succeeding
years prior to 1961 as shown in the
table. The turkey crop has grown in
the nation, but at a slower rate than
in Wisconsin. A bigger crop this year
than last year was indicated by grow-
ers in January for both the state and
nation.

There are a number of reasons for
the sharp rise in the turkey crop.
Most important is the increased popu-
larity of turkey for the table. Per
capita consumption of more than seven
pounds a year is now over twice the
mid-century level. Availability of
fryer or broiler weight birds as well
as halves or cut-up pieces has helped
dressed turkey es. Many families
buy turkey meat now since it is pack-
aged in small amounts. In earlier
years only large birds were available
and few families could use that much
meat at one time. Turkey primarily
was a holiday food.

Much as been done to raise turkey
consumption through advertising and
merchandising. Attractive display
counters are in evidence along with
packaged turkey in transparent wrap-
ping material. Birds or cut up pieces
can be seen but they are still protect-

Turkeys Raised, Wisconsin, 1950-63

Number raised
Year Heavy Light
breeds breeds | Toral
Thousands
977
1,153
1,349
1,592
i 1,783
1,656 2,211
2,205 2,543
2,442 2,645
2,649 2,777
4,122 4,249
1960 ........... 4,058 21 4,079
1961 6,177 43 6,220
5,438 89 5,527
5,723 68 5,791

1January intentions to raise turkeys.

o
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ed from customer handling. Turkey
is even available in handy meat pies
and in other processed forms.

Another factor encouraging to tur-
key consumption is the year round
availability of the meat. Modern cold
storage facilities have made this pos-
sible. Turkey meat prices, relative to
other meats, have been favorable for
the consumer. This of course has
helped turkey sales. -

Igesearch men have hel; turkey
growers. This occurred through the
development of heavy breed birds that
can be sold at either light or heavy
weights to meet marketing conditions.

Trends In Per Capita
Consumption

Announcements of increased con-
sumer incomes have been made dur-
ing most years for more than a dec-
ade by economists, both in govern-
ment and in private industry. These
increases over the previous year have
been measured in both total and per
capita income for the nation’s popu-
lation. And it has been further point-
ed out that the larger incomes will
stimulate demand for most goods and
services including farm food products.

Optimistic statements of larger per-
sonal incomes can easily lead the
farmers into expanding food produc-
tion to meet the implied demand for
their products. However, a more care-
ful examination of the distribution of
personal incomes as a whole and that
part expected to go for food tends to
dampen enthusiasm for increased food
production.

A recent government publication
stated that the disposable personal
income of the people in this nation in-
creased 5 percent from 1961 to 1962.
The outlay for food was somewhat
more than 4 percent larger in 1962
than in the previous year. While in-
comes have increased, the proportion
going for food has not made an equal
advance. Only 19 percent of the con-
sumer disposable income in 1962 was
spent for food compared with the
1947-49 average of 26 percent.

The per capita consumption of food
last year was about the same as in
1961, but the expenditure for food
was up about 3 percent. This increase

in food costs reflects; (1) the rise in
retail food prices, (2) further in-
creases in quantity of marketing and
processing services, and (3) continued
shifts to higher valued foods.

Last {ear the farm value of a typi-
cal basket of farm foods was $410
or 12 percent less than the 1947-49
average value of $466. But the retail
value of the market basket of food
was $1,067 or 13 percent more than
the average of $940. Marketing
charges in recent years have raised
the cost of food so that the farmer
now gets 38 cents of the food dollar
sﬁent for food. This compares with
the 1947-49 average of 50 cents.

Economic, social, and employment
changes have affected the eating hab-
its and food consumption pattern of
the American family. The number of
times in a week when the whole fam-
ily assembles at the same time for a
meal is becoming fewer and fewer.
With more mothers working away
from home, fewer meals are prepared
from raw materials. Partially pre-
pared foods, frozen prepared meals,
and eating in restaurants reflect our
changing way of life. This increases
the marketing charges for farm foods
used as well as the total cost of food.
But for the most part there has been
little rise in total food consumption.

Per capita consumption of meat
this year is expected to be 11 percent
above the 1947-49 average. This in-
cludes 39 percent more beef but 6
percent less lamb and mutton, 46 per-
cent less veal, and 6 percent less pork.

Chicken, turkey, and egg supplies
are large and prices are relatively
low. Consumption this year may be
18 percent below the 1947-49 average
for eggs, but up 66 percent for chicken,
and 115 percent for turkey.

Much has been said about low fat
diets, but per capita consumption of
edible fats continues at a near-record
level. The per person use of fats and
oils will be 9 percent above average
although the use of butter will be off
31 percent and lard consumption will
be down 38 percent. The fat content
of other products used will more than
make up the difference.

Consumption of dairy products per
person now compared with the 1947-
49 average includes 31 percent more

Per Capita Consumption of Selected Foods, United States, 1955-63

Commodity o | 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1960 | 1961 | 1962: | 1963,
Pounds
158.7 | 151.5 | 159.2 | 161.4 | 161.0 | 163.7 | 165.0

Eggs (farm basis) number | 385 371 369

Chicken (ready-to-eat) ...... 18.7 | 21.4| 24.6
Turkeys (ready-to-eat) ......., 3.3 5.0 5.2
Total milk fat solids . 295 | 27.2| 26.9
Total nonfat milk sol 42,9 44.3 | 44.9
Cheese ....... 7.0 7.9 8.0
Condensed .

evaporated milk ............. 20,1 16,2 15.9
Fluid milk and cream ........ 359 | 350 350

Ice cream (product wght.) | 18.7 | 18.0 | 18.0
Butter, farm & factory
(actual weight) ...............

Fresh vegetables
and melons .................| 147.9 | 134.7 | 134.5

-

Fresh fruits ..........ccoouvsicieincc 132.1 | 100.6 | 100.7

846 805| 81.4| 85.2| 88.0| 89.1 | 91.0
61.1| 60.2| 67.6| 65.2| 62.2| 64.0| 64.5

362 | 354 353 334 325 323 317

255| 283 | 28.9| 28.2| 30.3| 30.2| 31.0
5.9 5.9 6.3 6.2 7.5 7.1 7.1
260 | 25.7| 25.0 | 245 24.0| 23.9| 23.6
444 | 44.0| 44.1| 440 43.4| 428 | 424
77 8.2 8.1 8.4 8.5 9.0 9.2
154| 148| 143 | 13.8| 13.3| 125 12.1
44 | 336 | 330 | 325 314 | 312 | 306
180 178| 18.7| 18.3| 18.0( 17.9| 17.9
8.3 8.3 7.9 7.5 7.4 7.4 7.3

1Preliminary. aForecast,

cheese but 15 percent less fluid milk
and cream. Total milk fat solids con-
sumption is off 20 percent while non-
fat milk solids is about average.

Fruit consumption per person in
the nation last year was below aver-
age. A drop of 33 percent (44 pounds)
in fresh fruit has been made up by
the increased use of canned and froz-
en products. This is also true for
vegetables with a drop in fresh con-
sumption of 13 percent (21 pounds)
from average more than offsetting
larger quantities of canned and frozen
products used.

Livestock Marketings Drop
At Packers and Stockyards

Marketings of Wisconsin livestock
to packers and stockyards last year
as a whole were the lowest in many
ears. Cattle marketings were the
owest in a decade while calf sales
dropped to the lowest figure since
1939. Wisconsin farmers also market-
ed the least number of hogs to pack-
ers and stockyards reported since
1948, and sheep shipments were the
lowest since records began in 1920.

The 680,000 head of Wisconsin cat-
tle sold to packers and stockyards last
year was 11,000 head less than report-
ed for the previous year and much
below the record shipment of nearly
794,000 head in 1957. With the de-
crease in Wisconsin’s milk cow popu-
lation, the number of calves sold to
packers and stockyards had gradually
dropped from the record of 1,537,000
head in 1956. Last year Wisconsin
farmers sent 1,036,000 calves to pack-
ers and stockyards.

Movement of Wisconsin Livestock
to Packers and Stockyards, 1950-62

Year Cattle l Calves | Hogs | Sheep
Thousand head

1950 ..... 608 1,104 2,761 195
1951 . 559 1,054 2,871 164
1952 ... 530 1,125 3,040 184
1953 .« 634 1,345 2,621 226
1954 ..... 703 1,453 2,460 201
1955 ... 771 1,509 2,812 202
1956 ..... 761 1,537 2,974 202
1997 . 794 1,470 2,589 196
1958 ... 790 1,263 2,503 177
1959 ... 734 1,150 2,639 153
1960 ..... 753 1,208 2,723 170
1961 ..... 691 1,087 2,595 200
1962, ... 680 1,036 2,414 142
1Preliminary.

Hog marketings to packers and
stockyards last year totaled 2,414,000
head compared with 2,595,000 head a
year earlier. The highest marketings
in recent vears were over 3.040,000
head in 1952. The number of sheep
and lambs on Wisconsin farms has
been dropping almost steadily since
1953 when first of the year estimates
showed 319,000 head. Livestock in-
ventory figures shown only 246,000
sheep and lambs on farms on Janu-
ary 1, 1962 and 245,000 head at the
beginning of this year. Marketings
of sheep last year totaled 142.000
head, which is the smallest number
on record.
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Wisconsin Spring Grains Sown Weather Summary, April 1963
by May!
Temperature Precipitation
IN THIS ISSUE Districe 1963 | 1962 | Usual ~
-
-d -
M'Y (_:rop RBPOI" Percent of total Station i 'g = 'Euﬁ
Fle'd W ork p_ro_gress?d Northwest .............. 82 49 70 o a8 E E E g 'Q
well during April in Wis- h A 33 58 Em |8 | 5| 4| 5| GaE
: d in-ssl 77 39 54 S E Bz £z | 458
consin. Spring grain plant-
‘- 89 62 79 :
ing was ahead of a year D @ | & | o Gt | (73 [0 (B3jaedjasn am
earlier and plowing of corn | Fast ... - 97 81 78 Park Falls| 17 (72 |44 |40.6|2.29(2:58 -1.45
and was lso shead of g | g | g Emes R RdIDE A%
schedule. Hay lands came s oy i 4 o Marineue | 22 |78 |46 |43.5)109(2.44| -175
: . 3 ntigo | 20 |7 42.5|1.89|2.45| -1.75
fhf‘CI’IUQh 'h: v;v‘mfer in gen A s -5 o Amery | 19 |74 (47 [43.5]2'69|2.19] ‘0.01
erally good shape. Riv. Falls [ 24 (76 |48 |[44.6[2.26|2.42| .1.13
La Crosse | 27 |78 |49 (47.0|2.46/2.75| -1.19
H : 1As reported by crop correspandents. Hatfield
Milk Preduction S ;. T Dam | 17 |79 |47 |44.4|2.26(2.66| +0.30
April milk output in Wis- : . Mrsfield| 19 |77 (45 [43.1)2.31|2.71] -2.05
consin was a little above Farmers are getting some boost in  Hancock | 17 |76 |48 |445]2.17|2.63| +0.03
their spring planting because of the Oshkosh | 19 |79 |46 |44.6|2.52|2.61| -0.10
the same month last year. large acreage plowed for spring plant- Gr. Bay 22 |80 |48 |42.7/0.98)|2.46| -1.20
So far this year production ing last fall. This acreage plus favor- §orage | 23 |81 (51 1 HeriE e s o
is 1 percent under last year. able plowing conditions early this Mn'towoc| 23 |78 |44 [43.6|1.41|2.67| 338
spring put field work well ahead of :—;ﬂl‘am’-f 25 |78 ‘5‘9 47.311.75/2.83| -2.22
4 i rlingt’n| 21 (80 (50 [47.2[2.23]2.93| .1.96
Egg Production last lye‘“l On May 1 farmers had Hillshoro | 22 |81 |48 |45.7|1.95|2:83| 136
Wisconsin April egg out- nearly half of their acreage for corn Madhon | 20 |80 |de |457(1:25|2:83 1.79
9 el plowed with less than a third last Beloit 26 |79 |52 |[49.1]3.24[2.68] -1.91
put was 9 percent below a year. More than the usual acreage Lake
year earlier. Layer numbers plowed for corn is reported in the ME;:F;:E 21 |75 |48 |47.5]3.52(3.24| -1.55
were off sharply while rate more important corn producing areas (airport) | 25 |82 |46 |[43.6|2.54|2.53| .2.23
of lay was up a little. of the state. : Av. for 25
While some hay acreage was winter-  seations | 20.8(77.2|46.844.3[2.10 2.58| -1.47

Prices Farmers Receive & Pay
The index of prices re-
ceived by Wisconsin farm-
ers in April was the lowest
for the month since 1957,
while the index of prices
paid was the highest re-
corded for the month.

Agricultural Price Trends Chart
Features

WEATHERCONDITIONS

throughout the state during April and
May were mostly favorable for field
work while the limited rainfall slowed
the growth of hay and pastures.

Most of the grain acreage in the
state was seeded by May 1. More
than three-fourths of the spring grain
was sown by May 1 in the northern
third of the state where farmers last
year were much behind schedule.
Practically all of the spring grain was
sown by the first of May in the
southern third of the state. For the
state as a whole, 92 percent of the
spring grain was in by May 1 com-
pared with 68 percent last year and
the usual 77 percent.

killed in all areas of the state, only
1 percent of the alfalfa and 2 percent
of the clover and timothy is estimated
for the state. The largest percentage
as well as the largest acreage of hay
winterkilled is in the southern third
of the state. Acreage losses have been
fairly heavy for clover and timothy in
the southeastern counties.

The condition of new seedings is
good throughout the state for alfalfa,
clover and timothy as well as other
hay. Condition figures reported by

Wisconsin farmers on May 1 averaged
95 percent of normal for alfalfa and
94 percent for clover and timothy.

The condition of all tame hay on
May 1 was 92 percent of normal
compared with 94 percent for the
state last year and the average of
88 percent. Pasture conditions aver-
aged 90 percent of normal for May
1 compared with the average of 85
percent.

Condition of New Seedings on May 1 in Wisconsin!

1963 1962
District Clover and| Other Clover and| Oth
Alfalfa timothy | tame hay | Alfalfa timothy | tame }eu;y
Percent of normal
96 a7 98 90 91 91
94 95 96 92 93 923
923 92 91 95 93 91
95 95 94 93 94 91
98 94 99 95 94 96
94 90 94 95 92 91
96 93 94 94 88 90
94 92 95 95 923 94
% 91 95 94 93 D
95 94 96 94 d 2

1As reported by crop correspondents.
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Wisconsin Acreage Plowed for Corn
by May!

District 1963 | 1962 | Usual
Percent of total

Northwest .............. 36 33 35
North ......... 31 31 29
Northeast ... 31 19 24
West ....... 37 26 31
Central ... 27 27 23
Bast ... 17 55 71
Southwest .. 33 25 25
South .......... 53 25 38
Southeast 67 45 50

BEALE i sy 46 31 38

1As reported by crop correspondents.

Stocks of hay on Wisconsin farms
on May 1 were estimated at more
than 214 million tons. These supplies
are 54 percent larger than a year ago
and 37 v@prcent above average for the
date. isconsin’s tame hay produc-
tion last year hit an all-time high of
nearly 11 million tons, which accounts
for the unusually large stocks at the
beginning of the pasture season.

Nation’s Crop Progress

Spreading effects of dry weather
lowered winter wheat prospects 5 per-
cent during April, but the May 1 esti-
mate is still 8 percent larger than
last year’s crop. Field work and
spring planting were generally ahead
of normal for May 1. Early season
prospects for hay and pasture crops
were generally good in the north cen-
tral and western areas but below nor-
mal in the south central and north
and south atlantic states. Hay stocks
on May 1 were above average in spite
of heavy winter feeding.

Seeding of small grains was well
along for May 1 and corn planting
was head of last year. Surface soils
in the Corn Belt were becoming dry
but showers late in April brought re-
lief. However subsoil reserves are low
because of limited winter precipita-
tion.

Egg Output
Down In State

Wisconsin’s April egg production
was below the same month last year.
The nation reported no change in
total egg output from a year ago.
Flock production in both the state
and nation is showing a seasonal de-
cline.

Layers in the state laid 158 million
eggs during April —9 percent under
a year ago and 18 percent below the
1957-61 April average. Layers on
farms numbered about 8.1 million
birds. This was a tenth below April
1962 and a fifth less than the April
average. Rate of lay averaged a rec-
ord 1,938 eggs per 100 layers — 2 per-
cent over April a year ago, but this
rise was far short toward offsetting
declining layer numbers. April is the
sixth consecutive month that layer
numbers have been below correspond-
ing months one year earlier.

April flock production in the na-
tion totaled 5,651 million eggs, the
same as April last year and the aver-
age for the month. Layers on hand
numbered the same as a year ago but

were 1 percent below the April aver-
age. Rate of lay at 1,906 eggs per
100 layers was the second highest
April rate on record.

James R. Davies Now
In Salt Lake City, Utah

James R. Davies, agricultural stat-
istician, has been transferred from the
Wisconsin  Crop Rti?ortin Service
staff to a similar Feder Foaitiqn
with the Crop Reporting office in
Salt Lake City. He moved to Utah
in April with his wife and infant son.

Mr. Davies joined the Wisconsin
Crop Reporting Service in June 1961
as a trainee. While employed in the
Wisconsin office he attended the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin where he did
graduate work toward a Master’s De-
gree in Agricultural Economics. “Jim”,
as he was known to everyone in the
office, conscientiously carried out his
responsibilities. In his new assign-
ment with the Utah Crop Re;ﬁortmg
Service he has already shown his en-
thusiasm for his new duties.

State’s Tobacco
Acreage Declining

Wisconsin farmers may harvest the
smallest tobacco acreage since 1936.
The state’s tobacco acreage this year
may include 4,700 acres of Southern
Wisconsin - type 54 grown in the Dane
County area and 6,500 acres of North-
ern Wisconsin - type 55 produced in
the Vernon County area. These acre-
ages combined would be 7 percent be-
low the 1962 acreage with decreases
of 5 percent in type 54 and 10 per-
cent in type 55. For most farmers the
1963 acreage allotments will be about
the same as for 1962. About three-
fourths of the 1962 allotted acreage in
Wisconsin was planted.

Last year Wisconsin farmers pro-
duced about 19.6 million pounds of
tobacco including 8.7 million pounds
of type 54 and 10.9 million pounds
of type 55. Selling of the Wisconsin
crop began in January with prices
averaging 29.8 cents a pound for type
54 and 28.8 cents for type 55. Tﬁe
price for type 54 was up about a cent
while the price for type 55 was down
about a cent from 1961.

Total value of the 1962 Wisconsin
tobacco crop is estimated at $5.7 mil-

lion. Tobacco under loan through
March 23 included a little over 381
million pounds of type 556 and 200,
pounds of type 54.

The state’s tobacco acreage and pro-
duction rose to its all-time high dur-
ing World War I when there were
48,000 acres harvested and production
reached nearly 624 million pounds.
Because of the low prices in the de-
pression years, tobacco production in
the state dropped to only 8,600 acres
and production totaled a little over
12 million pounds. The more recent
high point in acreage was in 1946
when there were 28,800 acres and war-
time production totaled nearly 4214
million pounds. i

Fluctuations from year to year in
acreage, yield, and production of to-
bacco in Wisconsin are sometimes
sharp — particularly for yield and
production. These year-to-year chang-
es obscure the long time trends. How-
ever, 10-year average comparisons for
recent years and a couple decades
back show that Wisconsin’s acreage
has been declining. This smaller acre-
age has more than offset the increase
in yield per acre, and there is also
a drop in production.

The 1961-62 domestic use of South-
ern Wisconsin tobacco, type 54 was
8.9 million pounds. This use was over
1% million pounds above the record
low of 1960-61 and the largest in 5
years. Exports were comparatively
small. The 1961-62 domestic use of
type 55 at 10.6 million pounds de-
chned 3 percent from the previous
year and hit a new low. Exports in
1961-62 were about even with the pre-
vious year but down sharply in the
first quarter of 1962-63 compared with
the same period a year earlier.

Demanﬁor Wisconsin tobacco has
lagged behind that for some other
types because of the change in the
smoking habits of the American pub-
lic. Figures on per capita consump-
tion of cigarettes has risen sharply in
recent years and total consumption
has gained greater than the increase
in population. Per capital demand for
cigars turned upward following World

ar II with the high point in 1959.
However, consumption in the past
three years has leveled off. :

Per capital consumption of smoking
tobacco other than cigarettes has

TOBACCO ACREAGE HARVESTED
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dropped with the total for 1962 the Commercial Livestock Slaughter, 1961-62

lowest on record. Chewing tobacco

and snuff consumption is also down Number Liveweight

from earlier years. Class o 002

1962 1961 _ 1962 1961 —

Wisconsin's 1963 Maple 1961 1961

Sirup Output Drops Thousand head Percent Million pounds Percent
Wisconsin’s maple sirup output was ;. oo Changs Change

down sharply from a year ago. 918 e 946.9 088 .-

Wealther condlr%ﬁnsd caus o ?m::hort e 338 -3 1043 s o

maple season. e day-night per- » .

ature variation was not great enough  “hecP & lambs e o3 8.3 13 i

ft;r tlnluammu.m sa) hlglow ﬂilggg m\flch U%:ettdl eSmes o 25,635 + 2 26,2202 | 26,769 2

o e season. is resulted in few &€ ... g § - ,220, A —

2 T Calves . 7.4 2 - ,668. o —10
good sustained runs. Quality of the  Fogs ... 7054 | 77338 T3 | eioes | 19557 =3
sirup varied and the color was poor. Sheep & [AmbS ooerc.cecoecee 16,837 17,190 —2 1,639.2 1,718 -3

Sirup production in the state of
65,000 gallons is about two-fifths under April milk production on farms in

last year's output of 105,000 gallons.
It is 23 percent below the 1957-61
average. This year’s output ranked
Wisconsin fifth among the sirup pro-
ducing states. Vermont and ew
York, the leading producers, were both
below last year in production as were
most of the maple sirup states. The
nation’s output of 1,145,000 gallons of
sirup was 21 percent below last year
and 17 percent below the 1957-61
average. Generally the 1963 maple
season was the poorest in several
years.

Maple Sirup Production and Price,

by States
Sirup made; Price per gal.
State
1963 | 1962 | 1963 | 1962
(000 gallons) Dollars
Maine ................. 9 9| 6.60 6.50
New Hampshire 38 35 | 6.20 5.80
Vermont ............. 392 441 | 540 | 4.50
Massachusetts .... 42 35 | 5.50 | 5.10
New York 368 519 | 4.50 4.35
Pennsylvani. 81 94 | 4.80 | 4.70
Ohio .......... 83 114 | 5.60 5.55
Michigan .. 52 73| 5.50 | 5.55
Minnesota 5 9| 4.80 | 4.95
Maryland .. 10 12 | 4.45 4.40
‘Wisconsin 65 105 [ 4,70 | 4.95
United States .| 1,145 | 1,446 | 5.08 | 4.68

1lncludes sirup later made into sugar. Does
not include production on nonfarm lands in
Somerset County, Maine,

. Producers in the state were receiv-
ing an average price of $4.70 per gal-
lon for this spring’s output. This com-
ares with -&.95 received last year.
Total value of this year’s production
is estimated at $306,000. The 1962
output was valued at $520,000.

Calf Slaughter Follows
1962 Downward Trend

Fewer cattle and calves were
slaughtered in Wisconsin during the
first quarter of this year than the
same 1962 period. Decreases in slaugh-
ter of cattle and calves continued into
March, For the nation slaughter of
cattle is higher than a year ago but
calf slaughter is lower both for March
and the first quarter of the year.
Slaughter of hogs in Wisconsin is be-
low a year ago for both March and
the first quarter this year. National
slaughter was above a year ago. In
the state and nation both the March
and first quarter sheep and lamb kill
was sharply below last year.

Fewer cattle were slaughtered in
Wisconsin plants last year than in
1961 while an increase is reported for
the nation. Calf slaughter showed a
much sharper drop in the state than
in the nation last year. Slaughter of
hogs showed about the same percent-
ages increases for state and nation.
The 1962 slaughter of sheep and lambs
in Wisconsin was off 55 percent from
the previous year while a drop of
only 2 percent is shown for the nation.

State’s Milk Output
At April 1962 Level

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,695 million pounds of milk in April.
This production is only 6 million
pounds above April last year. It is 36
million pounds or 2 percent above
average for the month. While milk
production in April is practically un-
changed from a year ago, total pro-
duction for the first four months of
this year is 1 percent less than out-
put for the same 1962 period.

MAPLE SIRUP PRODUCTION and PRICE

oo WISCONSIN

0
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__1940-63,
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— 4,00

the nation of 11,149 million pounds
was 1 percent less than a year ago
and equal to the average for the
month. Dairy herds produced 41,569
million pounds of milk in the first
four months of this year — 1 percent
less than the same period last year.

Sharp Drop Reported In
Meat Animal Price Index

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers for products sold in April
was 236 percent of the 1910-14 aver-
age and the lowest for the month since
1957. The index of prices paid by
farmers at 305 percent of the 1910-14
level was the Eighest on record for
the month. And purchasing power of
Wisconsin farm products at 77 per-
cent below the 1910-14 average was
the lowest for the month since 1939.
Purchasing power is the ratio of the
index of prices received to prices paid.

The index of prices received for
April was 3 percent below a year ago.
This drop is largely because of a de-
crease of nearly 9 percent in the in-
dex of meat animal prices and nearly
2 percent in milk prices. Index fig-
ures for both poultry and crop prices
were 1 percent above a year ago, and
there was no change in the farm price
of eggs from April last year.

Prices received for both hogs and
calves averaged about $2 a hundred-
weight below April last year and con-
tributed a large share to the overall
drop in the farm price of meat ani-
mals. Prices received for hogs sold
in April averaged $13.30 a hundred-
weight or the lowest for the month
since 1944, Calf Erices averaged $23.70
a hundredweight and cow prices
$13.50. Cow prices were 50 cents be-
low a year ago and the lowest for
April since 1957. This drop also con-
tributed considerably to the 9 percent
decrease in the meat animal price in-
dex. Sheep and lamb prices were
above a year ago.

Wisconsin farmers received an aver-
age of 19 cents a pound for turkeys
or 2 cents less than a year ago while
farm chicken prices at 10 cents up 1
cent from the April 1962 average.
Egg prices dropped 3 cents from
March to April to average 29 cents a
dozen or the same as a year ago.

Prices received for milk sold by
farmers in April averaged $3.25 a
hundred pounds for milk of average
test. This price showed a seasonal
drop from March of 4 cents and was
down 5 cents from April last year.
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Condition of Crops on June 1 Weather Summary, May 1963

IN TI'IIS ISSUE Wisconsin United States Temperature Precipitation
June Crop Report Crop = oy £ -
Hay and pasture condi- i B o 10 v 197" Station I &% ig
tions in Wisconsin were » g |5 | E | E g 0
below June 1 a year ago. As percent of total S B § 2l 8|2 <98

Spring planting was gener- 95 | 89 | 80 | 84 | 87

ally ahead of schedule. BIe I BIRE  Dee (i 8 SapM p
Thers was soms frost dam- Park Falls| 26 |80 (49 [53.2|272(3:32| 2125
i Phber timothy hay .| 86 | 99 | 84 79 | 82 | 88 R'nlander| 23 |81 (53 |53.8|2.86|3.50| -3.34
age to corn and fruits. Wildhay ....| 84 | 95 | 86 | 79 | 83 | 81  Medford | 25 |80 (53 [54.2|3.75(4.03| -2.02
Milk Producti WA 6 ] o M O o O QLR
i 4 uction & : - Amery |27 |88 [55 56:3|4:39/355|+0.83
Production on the state’s Most of the corn acreage in the Riv.Falls| 29 (87 |s7 |57.3|4.14|3.84 -0.83
farms for May exceeded state was planted by June 1 with [aCrosse|32 185 |58 |59.2(2.04(3.76| -2.91
May a year ago. May milk e, gff s?if ed:i:’l'k a cg::io:m) r;"pe:rlgz Dam |19 |85 [s5 |56.9|2.97|4.04| -0.77

; o rs'field | 26 3|3.67(3.79| -2.
output at 870 p":l”"d"' il of replanting frost-nipped corn were e | 35 (88 3 3333133 33
cow was 5 pounds over a made on June 1. Some fields in the ~Oshkosh | 28 |83 |55 |s68(3.2712.98| +0:22
year earlier. north wgre still bel.l!;g lanted wntg P;;“;: 3-1’ s: :: :9'2 :;9 g'gz ’;;i
. as and potatoes by dJune 1, and g, 31 (87 (53 [s3.5[2:83[3.12| 274
Egg Production ransplanting of tobacco seedlings had  Mncawoc| 26 |82 |52 |354.1|3.59|2.83| -1.82
Wisconsin egg produc- not started. l[.;nlnster z; 86 :s :9.1 z.;: ;.gs 3.95
; dlingt'n| 23 [87 |57 |58.0|1.84|3.69| -3.81
tion during May was 8 per- 23Th:us.g:él e;-oal m:leze : s 1\{[33} 22tsand Hillsboro | 24 |83 |35 |57.4|2:34|3.64| -2.66
t below May 1962, L e me camage 0 rults 88  wagicon |27 (84 |55 [56.1]1.82(|3.34( -3.31
cent below May v EhyRE well as corn. The strawberry bloom Beloic |32 (87 (59 |60.:2[1.67(3:59| -3.83
numbers were down sharp- was hit _a;::l thqd(niltlcasl tlmedand dam- Lake el » "

ly, but rate of lay was up age varied widely. Some damage 18 . tiensya |28 186 |36 157.811.913.69) -3.

wted Milwa’k
a little. ;f-&?a o to the apple and cherry GOl of |ag |52 [s3.4]1.95]3.16] -3.44
4 Av. for 25

Prices F.rmers Rec.iv. & P.y 'l'he N.'ion" crop Ou“ook stations 26.0(84.2(54.4/56.0/2.73|3.51| -2.25

The index of prices re-
ceived by the state’s farm-
ers in May was 1 percent
under a year ago. The in-
dex of prices paid was a
record high for the month.

Agricultural Price Trends Chart
Features

SPRING PLANTING was well

ahead of schedule on most farms this
year. But crop progress was slowed
during May because of lack of mois-
ture and low temperatures. And crop
gmapects were not as favorable on
une 1, as they were a month earlier.
At the beginning of June last year
condition figures reported by farmers
for hay and pasture averaged the
highest on record for the date. June
1 reports this year indicate pasture
and hay conditions are below a year
ago and the June 1 average. June 1
conditions average 83 percent of nor-
mal for hay and 82 percent for pas-
ture for the state as a whole. Condi-
tions of hay and pasture for the
nation average lower than for Wiscon-
sin and are also below a year ago.

Prospects for winter wheat declined
during May because of continued dry
weather in parts of the Central
Plains and frosts in the Northern
Plains. But the crop may be 5 per-
cent above 1962 while the spring
wheat crop may be less than last year.
Seedings of row crops made good pro-
gress in May. The late spring potato
crop may be 8 percent above last
year while the early summer crop
ma{ be 1 percent lower. Corn and
soybean plantings were well ahead of
schedule.

Pasture Rents
Up

Pasture rents are up from a year
ago in Wisconsin. An average rate of
$6.70 per acre was indica by crop
reporters for this year. The 1962
rental rate averaged $5.80 per acre
and in 1961 it was $5.55 per acre. This
vear’s rate is 90 cents above a year
ago and $1.15 above two years ago.

The indicated 1963 average prob-
ably will vary by areas as long-stand-
ing prevailing rate levels may differ.

Iso, the weather affects rates
through pasture conditions. Dry spells
demand for rente tazes. Thi
course raises rates.

LEGISLATIVE
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Cows Reverse Trend
With Higher May Output

May marks the first month this
year that milk production on Wiscon-
sin farms has been higher than in the
corresponding month of 1962. While
dairy herds produced about 1 percent
more milk than they did in May last
year, total production for the first five
months is slightly lower.

Dairy herds in the state produced
1,860 million pounds of milk in May
and 8,139 million pounds in the first
five months of this year. Milk pro-
duction in May was 1 percent above
the 5-yvear average for the month.

Milk production in Wisconsin dairy
herds averaged 870 pounds per cow
during May. This is 5 pounds above
the May 1962 production and 31
R}(I)unds above average for the month.

ilk production per cow was the
highest on record for May even
though pasture feed supplies were be-
low a year ago and the May average.
Pastures were lush last year and
much chopped green feed was also
supplied dairy cattle.

deteriorate pastur‘R] dincrense ﬂi? fi This year Wisconsin farmers are
s of *

eeding record quantities of grains and
concentrates. On June 1 the amount
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of grains and concentrates fed per
milk cow averaged 7.1 pounds com-
pared with 6.4 pounds a year earlier
and the June 1 average.

Milk cows on farms in the nation
produced 12,295 million pounds of
milk in May. This production was 1
percent below May last year and the
5-year average for the month. Milk
production in the first five months
totaled 53,864 million pounds, and it
was also 1 percent below the same
1962 period.

May milk production per cow in
the nation averaged 736 pounds and
was 2 percent above a year ago. Pro-
duction per cow is above a year ago
even though pasture feed supplies are
low. Farmers fed 6 percent more

rains and concentrates per cow on
une 1 than a year ago.

Records Reported for 1962
Wisconsin Dairy Products

The record-breaking butter produc-
tion last year highlights Wisconsin’s
summary of manufactured dairy prod-
ucts. This summary is made from the
annual reports of manufactured dairy
products submitted by dairy plant
operators.

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
nearly 18%% billion pounds of milk
and farmers sold 172 billion pounds
last year. Practically all of the milk
sold by farmers goes to dairy plants
for manufacture or fluid milk and
cream distribution. While fluid sales
are important, about three-fourths of
the milk receipts by plants are used

to maintain Wisconsin as the leading
state in several manufactured dairy
products.

Last year Wisconsin dairy plants
made 3242 million pounds of butter.
This output was 15 percent more than
the 1961 production, and the record
output ranked the state second in the
nation.

Record highs in output last year are
also shown for ice cream, dried skim
milk, and dried whey. Production of
all cheese fell short of the 1961 rec-
ord by less than 1 percent. Sharply
decreased production last year is re-
ported for case unsweetened evaporat-
ed whole milk, while malted milk
powder output is down moderately.

The output of dried skim milk for
human use totaled over 547 million
pounds or a fourth more than the
amount made in 1961. This record
output resulted from a sharp increase
in the spray process offsetting a drop
in roller process production. Dried
whey output of 9412 million pounds
was nearly a third larger than the
1961 output.

The increasing demand by consum-
ers for high protein foods is reflected
in the upswing in cottage cheese pro-
duction. Last year Wisconsin plants
made nearly 36 million pounds of
curd cottage cheese or 13 percent
more than in 1961. The 1962 output
of creamed cottage cheese was 411
million pounds, 1 percent above the
previous year.

Production of all cheese by Wis-
consin plants is reported at 667
million pounds. While some types of

Wisconsin Dairy Manufactures, 1959-62

= 1962/61
Product Unit| 1962, 1961 1960 1959 percent
change
Thousands (000 omitted) Percent
Creamery butter (including whey butter) .........| Ib, | 324,569 282,977 | 275,485 | 276,748 | +14.7
Cheese _
American (Cheddar and Colby) ..... Ib. | 464,049 | 469,153 | 438,487 | 431,626 | — 1.1
Swiss (drum and block) Ib. 31,618 | 31,599 | 29,707 | 29,801 | + 0.1
Munster 5 17,497 15,600 16,030 16,289 ;0 [0 P
Brick . Ib. 15,613 15,656 17,937 17,293 | — 0.3
Brick and Munster, total c.ooeevcrneneenen. 1b. 33,111 31,256 33,967 33,582 | + 5.9
Limburger Ib. 1,838 1,734 2,176 2,306 | + 5.9
| T TP s R SR R Ib. 89,526 94,653 95,273 82,006 | — 5.4
All other cheese (except cottage cheese) .......| Ib. 47,399 43,413 | 41,509 37,327 | + 9.2
Total cheese (except cortage cheese) ........| b, | 667,540 | 671,808 | 641,119 | 616,648 | — 0.6
Condensed and Powdered Products
Sweetened condensed
whole milk (bulk goods) ...cccccoeercveeceneci| 1b, 21,237 21,411 20,208 19,337 — 0.8
Unsweetened condensed
whole milk (bulk goods) ........cccoerieannnnn| 1b. 32,220 26,403 25,768 29,198 | +22.0
Evaporated whole milk
unsweetened (case g200ds), crrierrreniesrecsninns b, | 176,668 | 256,845 | 279,024 | 319,874 | —31.2
Total evaporated & condensed whole milk| Ib, | 230,125 | 304,659 | 325,000 | 368,409 | —24.5
Condensed skim milk (bulk goods)
Swedtened Giiics a ol i Ib. 22,768 18,298 15,909 19,925 +24.4
Unsweetened ... Ib, | 112,972 | 130,390 | 94,869 | 96,172 | —13.4
Total sweetened & unsweetened ............., Ib. | 135,740 | 148,688 | 110,778 | 116,097 | — 8.7
Condensed WHEY wucummssmmmirmssersomsssssrarsess Ib. | 21,248 [ 26,957 | 19,955 | 18,948 | —21.2
Dried skim milk for human use
DY DIOCEEE it e asiaaniiey 1b. | 541,235 | 427,528 | 410,766 | 429,735 | +26.6
Roller process 1b. 5,850 9,205 14,172 17,396 | —36.4
Tota sprn{(& roller A 547,085 | 436,734 | 424,938 | 447,131 | +425.3
Dried skim milk for animal feed 5,987 5,260 5,589 5,494 | +13.8
Dried whole milk 10,421 9,349 16,132 18,466 | +11.5
Dried buttermilk .o rsimssoriassianmsrassnsminsnsian 20,342 21,669 | 21,703 22,079 | — 6.1
Dried wh 94,595 72,046 87,495 80,590 | +31.3
Malted miﬁ( POWAEE i e st 23,111 23,986 24,542 26,446 | — 3.6
Other products
T A O UL ot S Pty T gal. | 23,968 23,974 22,337 22,481 | + 1.7
Ice cream mix > gal, 13,237 13,145 12,774 14,005 + 0.7
Cottage cheese curd senenssid AD. | 35,837 | 31,734 | 35,034 | 34,274 | +129
Cottage cheese creamed ..........igiieiiesssncacais Ib. | 41,670 | 41,366 | 40,648 | 40,560 | 4+ 0.7

1Preliminary.

cheese showed production gains,
American cheese output was off 1 per-
cent from 1961 and a drop of 5 per-
cent is shown for Italian cheese.
Italian output was the lowest since
1959. Brick and Munster output last
gear was 6 percent above 1961. Lim-
urger was also up 6 percent. There
was practically no change in Swiss
manufacture.

Ice cream production in the state
has risen almost steadily since 1950
when only a little more than 16 mil-
lion gallons were made. Last egear
the state’s dairy plants produced 24
million gallons. This output was 2
percent above the 1961 total.

Meat Animal Income
Important to Farmers

A fourth of Wisconsin’s cash farm
income last year came from the sale
of meat animals. Along with being
the number one dairy state in the
nation, Wisconsin ranks ninth in the
liveweight of hogs produced, eleventh
in cattle and calves, and twenty-sev-
enth in sheep and lambs.

Last year Wisconsin farmers mar-
keted meat animals totaling 1,620 mil-
lion pounds liveweight — up 1 percent
from 1961. The cash income from
meat animal marketings in 1962 is
estimated at nearly $270 million.
While there has been some upward
trend in beef cattle production in
recent years, sheep and lamb produc-
tion has dropped sharply. Hog pro-
duction is particularly sensitive to
market conditions and there have been
sharp year-to-year fluctuations.

Meat animal production is also a
by-product of the dairy industry. A
large part of the annual sale of Wis-
consin beef comes from cull dairy
cattle. Veal calf production is also
mostly from dairy stock. In recent
vears the smaller number of milk
cows and fewer calves born have
slowed the upswing in meat animal
marketings from Wisconsin farms.

The liveweight of cattle and calves
sold from Wisconsin farms last year
is estimated at nearly 946 million

ounds. Cash income from these mar-
Eetings totaled a little over $162 mil-
lion. The liveweight of hogs sold
from Wisconsin farms last year is esti-
mated at nearly 659 million pounds
and cash income from these sales was
$105Y2 million.

Wisconsin farmers received about
$21%2 million from sheep and lambs
sold in 1962. Marketings in terms of
liveweight totaled nearly 1514 million

unds. The number of sheep and
ambs marketed in the state has drop-
ped sharply in the past 20 years. The
record output in this period of nearly
36’1{ million pounds occurred in 1943,

21'1e liveweight of meat animals sold
from the nation’s farms last year is
estimated at 58.9 billion pounds. Wis-
consin’s marketings accounted for
about 3 percent of the nation’s total.
Meat animal marketings last year for
the nation were up 2 percent from
1961 in total liveweight. Cattle and
calves accounted for 64 percent of the
1962 total marketings, hogs 33 per-
cent, and sheep and lambs 3 percent.
For Wisconsin, cattle and calves

N
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accounted for 58 percent of the total
liveweight marketed, hogs 41 percent,
and sheep and lambs 1 percent.

Wisconsin Livestock Marketings, 1961-62
And Averages

5 Liveweight
tem
1962 w6t | Beiet
Thousand pounds
Cattle &
calves ............ 945,850 938,135 960,789
Hogs .............. 658,846 650,380 695,709
Sheep &
lambs ............ 15,472 19,241 18,265

Flock Replacement
Hatch Down

Wisconsin had fewer egg-ixpe chicks
hatched this year through April than
the same period last year. The four
month hatch is sharply below average.
Hatchings by commercial firms are
a good indication of flock replace-
ments — practically all chicks are now
urchased from hatcheries. Laying
ock or egg-type replacements hatch-
ed during the first four months were
nearly 6 percent below the same peri-
od last year for the state. They were
about two-fifths below the 1957-61
average for the four-month period.
More egg-type chicks were hatched
during January than a year earlier,
but fewer were hatched in February,
March, and April. The April hatcﬂ.
which is generally the peak month.
was nearly 4 percent under April last
year and more than a third less than
the 1957-61 April average. Egg prices
broke in April after the wholesale
trading for Lent was mostly completed
and averaged the same as April last
year. For the five previous months.
prices averaged above corresponding
months a year earlier. The April price
break, even though partially seasonal
in nature, may hold down chick
orders for the rest of the main hatch-
ing season. May egg prices averaged
the same as May a year ago.
Hatchmgs usually drop sharply
after April. The January through
April hatch accounted for two-thirds

of the twelve-month hatch for the
1957-61 average. This provides a
rough percentage indication of the
1963 prospective chick output that
has been hatched during the first four
months this year. On the average,
about nine-tenths of the annual hatch
is accounted for during the first five
months of the year.

Wisconsin annual egg-type hatch-
ings have fallen off for several Jea_rs.
The drop is most noticeable during
the late winter and spring months.
This can be expected as the bulk of
the hatching occurs during that part
of the year. There is an upward shift
in hatchings during the latter months
of the year. This out-of-season hatch
is a reflection of highly commercial-
ized flock owners moving to year-
round replacement _programs.

The decline in Wisconsin’s egg-type
hatchings reflects a regional shift in
egﬁ production. That is, there is a
fall-off in production of eggs in the
North Central States which includes
Wisconsin. At the same time produc-
tion has risen in the South and the
Pacific Coast areas. This geographic
relocation of layer numbers along with
egg production has been underway for
several years. Associated with the
regional change is a movement toward
large scale egg enterprises and a de-
cline in the number of small farm
flocks

Wisconsin Egg
Output Down

Egg production in this state con-
tinues on a lower level than last year.
May output at 161 million eggs was
8 percent under a year earlier and
16 percent under the 1957-61 May
average. Egg production for the
month is the lowest in several dec-
ades.

The decline in total eggs produced
is due to the fall off in layer num-
bers. Layers on farms during May
were 9 percent below the same month
last year. They were nearly a fifth
below the May average. Layers are
declining seasonally in number but
for several months they have aver-
aged under corresponding months a
year earlier.

Rate of lay for Wisconsin layers
during May was a record for the

EGG-TYPE CHICKS HATCHED*

4IWISCONS|N By Months 1957-61 Av,1962-63
Mil. Chicks .-
B
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0
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Apr. May June July Aug. Sept Oct Nov. Dec.

*Commercial Halchings

month. The increase over a year ago
was offset by the drop in layer num-
bers — resulting in lowered total out-
put. For several months the laying
rate has been at or near record levels.

Nationally, May egg production
shows no change from a year earlier
and is 1 percent above the average
for the month. The slight increase in
layers on hand for the month cancel-
led out the small decline in rate of
lay from a year earlier.

Farm Product Prices
Average Below May 1962

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers for products sold in May
at 237 percent of the 1910-14 average
was 1 percent below a year ago. The
index of prices paid at 305 percent
was the highest on record for the
month. Purchasing power of Wiscon-
sin farm products in May dropped 1
percent from a year ago to 78 per-
cent of the 1910-14 average. This is
the lowest point for the month since
1939.

Lower prices than a year ago re-
ceived for some meat animals were
responsible for the drop in the index
of prices received by farmers. Farm
commodity price index figures for
May show a decrease of nearly 5 per-
cent for meat animals, no change for
milk and eggs, and an increase of
4 percent for poultry.

teer and heifer prices averaged
$20 a hundredweight, hog prices
$13.90, and calf prices $24.40. These
prices all averaged a dollar or more
per hundredweight less than May last
year. Lamb prices averaged $17.30
with an advance of $1.30 from a year
ago, but sheep prices at $4.10 were
off 40 cents. Beef cattle and cow
prices also were close to last year.

Prices received for milk sold by
Wisconsin farmers in May averaged
$3.25 a hundredweight for milk of
average test. This is the same aver-
age price as reported for the previous
month and for May last year.

Farmers received prices for eggs
averaging 26 cents a dozen — down
3 cents from April but equal to the
1962 May average. Farm chicken
prices averaged 9 cents a pound com-
pared with 10 cents last year. The
May average prices for turkeys was
21 cents—up a cent from April but
equal to the May 1962 average.

Crop price changes from a year ago
included increases for corn, soybeans,
and potatoes. Oat prices averaged a
cent below May last year and hay
prices are down.

New Cattle Breeds
Bulletin Out

A bulletin on beef and dairy cattle
breeds has been recently published
by the Wisconsin Crop Reporting
Service. 'The publication presents
trends in cattle numbers by breeds for
Wisconsin. Some data for the nation
are also included. The bulletin brings
up-to-date a 1952 survey on livestock
breeds in Wisconsin.

The new breeds bulletin is available
on request by writing to the Wiscon-
sin Crop Reporting Service, P. 0. Box
351, Madison 1, Wisconsin. Just ask
for Special Bulletin No. 82.
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CROP CONDITIONS on July 1 Weather Summary, June, 1963
varied considerably from one part of T
IN THIS |SSUE the sta%_.e fo anothe;.odAn A for tt}ill‘s-" Siats Temperature ] Ptecipttan:n
as a whole crop production this year IR
"UIY Crop Report may not come up to the volume re- . 5 | 8
As of July 1, crop con- corded for 1962, Station =l | = SE""‘
ditions varied considerably Wisconsin farmers finished most 2 8 |§ E 8 E g .§§
through Wisconsin. Pasture og thﬁgl ulilnw}ilng and plaﬁﬁ?g ahtiad AR = | Z] &2 | <8E
conditions for the state on of schedule this spring. But weather . e
July 1 were under a year conditions in June were unfavorable ~$0SCOF | 31 |06 |82 |3[343(330| 24
4 L/ to crop progress in many areas of the Park Falls| 33 (95 |64 |62.7]3.42(5.44| -4.27
ago and the average. The state. June weather was made up of R'nlander| 35 (97 |66 |63.4|2.49|4.68| -5.53
corn crop may be about the unusually low and high temperatures Medford | 33 |02 |65 |63.412.89|5.18| -4.31
same as last year, while oats with a little too much rain in some of STEEN | 30 G (67 643 307|440 3.21
and hay likely will be the northern areas of the state and Amery |36 |93 65.5]4.73|4.79| +0.77
smaller ?ﬁar-drgﬁght cond:_tlons In many of Evépull. zg gg ;(l) gg gg;,v 223 3;2
. e southern counties. rosse .8[2.35|4. :
f . 3 Harfield
i i An appraisal of Wisconsin’s pros- ~p 32 |98 |67 |66.2|3.33[4.91| -2.35
L Pl:oducﬂon ; pects for feed and forage supplies Mesfield| 35 |87 |65 |6465.88|4.74| -1.03
Milk output on Wiscon- should be prefaced with a survey of Hancock | 33 (96 (69 |66.9|3.70(4.31| -1.86
sin farmsin June was above stocks of hay and grain on hand from Qshkosh | 38 3% 163 1672132299 aa
a year earlier, while out- }”‘e"i"““’ crops. Last year Wisconsin  p/.00 | 5 |os |71 [69.:2[3.82(3.96] -3.35
far tha i i half of thi armers harvested their largest crop s'boygan | 43 |01 |64 |64.3|3.13(3.79| -3.90
put for the Tirst halt of this of tame hay. And on May 1 this year Mn’towoc| 30 |90 |64 |64.5|2.26(3.66| -3.22
year was about the same stocks of hay on farms were estimated '{)‘{“f_”"f ;; ;;’ 71 :s-: :-"g :-33 j‘:;
as a year ago. at more than 214 million tons. These p.ringtn) 33 (32 170 167.013-10 1 10| 441
stocks were 54 percent larger than a ppg; 39 94 |70 [66.118.15(3.95| +0.89
Egg Production year ea;lierMand 3\7N ﬁrceg:n ab{é}re Beloit |43 |96 |72 |69.9|417|4:24| "-3.90
1. i itte Lak;
June egg output for the :z%rﬁgethzrbes?yquality,ltiias hay wﬂ’i a:i(l}eegfﬁge 39 |95 |70 |68.0]|2.51|4.46| -5.28
state was off 9 percent make up for some of the reduced “Girpor) |38 |93 |66 [63.3]1.50(3.64 -5.58
from June a year ago. 1963 crop. T T ==
. . Carryover of the two most impor- stations | 37.4194.6167.6165.713.21|4.33| -3.37
Prices Farmers Receive & Pay tant feed crops is srélallir théan a year
i i ago and average. Stocks of corn on = f
regel';:e.:luge lc’die : CO; rF: :cie: Wisconsin farms on July 1 are esti- Based on reports from Wisconsin
7 mated at nearly 29 million bushels farmers on July 1, the state may have
farmers was the same as a and stocks of oats at a little over 2615 about the same size corn crop as
year ago. million bushels. These farm stocks harvested last year, but oat production
: of corn are 28 percent below July 1 may be 2 percent smaller. Larger
Agricultural Price Trends Chart last year and 17 percent under aver- crops of barley and wheat are in pros-
Features age for the date. Stocks of oats are pect, but smaller crops than a year
15 percelnt bn}allow a year ago and 9 agod are indicated for rye and flax-
percent less than average. seed.
7 NOTICE TO READERS 2
Because of a reduction in State funds, publication of the Wisconsin Crop and Live- 2
%5 stock Reporter is being discontinued with this issue (Volume 42, Number 7). It is
planned to incorporate some of the data appearing in this publication into other releases =
%5 of the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture. Readers will be informed of proposed a
9 changes at a later date, and we will then seek your opinion.
& Donald N. McDowell, Director a
CD g Wisconsin Department of Agriculture a
q. o~ 3H el .@
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Crop Summary of Wisconsin for July 1, 1963
Acreage 1963 acreage Production 1963 production
(000 onu{ted) as a percent of (000 omitted) as a percent of Yield per acre
Crop 1963 5-year S-year | 1963 5-year S-year | Unit | Indi. 5-year
(prelimi-| 1962 average 1962 avera prelimi- 1962 avera, 1962 |average cated | 1962 |average
nary) 1957-61 1957-61 nary) 1957-61 1957-61 1963 1957-61
FIELD CROPS
Corn (all) 2,570* | 2,545*
Grain 1,548 1,533 1,691 101 92 106,812 |107,310 (111,079 100 96 bu. 69.0 70.0 65.4
Silage 985 11,130 ton 11.3
Qats ... 2,184 2,229 2,438 98 % 124,488 (127,053 (132,114 98 94 bu. 57.0 57.0 54.0
Barley 28 30 39 93 72 1,232 22 1, 103 78 bu. 44.0 40.0 40.7
l&;e 22 23 26 96 85 374 387 81 97 bu. 17.0 20.0 15.3
heat (all) 54 48 56 112 96 1,830 1,691 1,800 108 102 bu. 33.9 35.2 32.1
Wil:lter 34 51 29 110 117 1,190 1,147 104 120 bu, 35.0 37.0 33.4
Spring 20 17 27 118 74 640 544 810 118 79 bu. 320 | 32,0 | 30.1
Bu 6 120 bu. 20.0
Sogbeam (all) ... 111 107 114 104 97 1,818 bu. 18.0
eans ............ 103 101 106 102 97 bu.
Other uses 8 6 8 133 100 bu.
Flaxseed ........... 4 4 5 100 80 60 64 74 94 81 bu. 15.0 16.0 14.9
Red clover seed 42 2,940 Ib. 70
Alfalfa seed 4 300 Ib. 75
Timothy seed 7.2 864 Ib. 120
Potatoes (all) ................ 52.0 50.0 51.4 104 101 10,800 8,675 cwt. 216 169
Late summer 20.0 20.0 20.5 100 98 3,700 3,900 3,264 95 113 cwt. | 185 195 160
BER ceertinn 5 32.0 30.0 30.9 107 104 6,900 5,411 cwt. 230 173
Tobacco (all) . 11.7 12.1 13.46 97 87 18,840 19,617 | 21,181 96 89 Ib. (1610 1621 1582
Type 54 .... 4.7 4.9 5.30 96 89 7,990 8,673 | 8,674 92 92 Ib. [1700 |1770 |1643
Type 55 ... 7.0 T3 8.16 97 86 10,850 . 12,506 99 87 Ib. [1550 (1520 1542
HAY AND FORAGE
Tame hay (all) .o.........| 3,923 | 3,914 | 3,824 100 103 9,035 | 10,746 | 8,901 84 | 102 | ton 230 2.75| 2.33
Alfalfa & mixtures ...| 2,988 2,929 2,639 102 113 7,171 8,494 6, 84 108 ton 2.40 2.90 2,51
Clover & timothy ...... 847 901 1,088 94 78 ,736 2,117 2,117 82 82 ton 2.05 2.5% 1.95
All other tame 88 84 105 91 128 135 1 95 91 ton 2.56| 1.61 1.44
Grain cut 20 - 32 ton 1.60
Wild hay .. < ] 25 35 2 66 30 35 47 86 64 ton 1.30 1.40 1.35
Pasture con: 5 pet. 81y 94 864
VEGETABLE CROPS
Cabbage (all) el 5.7 1,824 cwt. 320
Fresh market 2.4 688 cwt, 7 PR
Kraut 3.3 60.1 ton 17.2
CRITOMN ooiros i icsssagesarsonica 2.3 2.1 1.9 110 0§ ) ST 819 600 cwt, 90 315
Cucumbers for pickles .|  15.9* 15.1* 17.56" 105 91 35.5 ton 2.50
Onions, commercial ..... 2.0 2.2 2.74 91 73 539 658 cwt. 245 240
Beets for canning .......... 6.8*% 6.7* 5.66 101 120 64.7 ton " T by
For processing ....
Green lima beans 4.8*% 6.1* 5.1* 79 94 12,760 Ib. 2240, i
Peas ....... 115.0 112.3 100.98 102 114 [286,500 |275,140 256,820 104 112 Ib. |2500 |[2450 |2550
Snap bea 32.0 27.9 22.36 115 143 57.6 55.8 36.41| 103 158 ton 1.8 2.0
Sweet corn ... 101.0* | 116.6* 110.8* 87 91 394.2 ton Iy | P
FRUITS, ETC.
Apples, commercial 1,400 1,400 1,536 100 91 bu.
Cherries, sour .......... 7.0 13.0 11.58 54 60 ton
Cranberries 4.3 360 bbl. 88.4
Strawberries ........c.......... 2.0 2.0 1.6 100 125 4,200 6,400 4,372 66 96 Ib. 2100 |3200 |2760
Maple sirup .... 1052 T‘L
Peppermint for oil ...... 4.3 185 b. 43
EGG PRODUCTION: ...| 7,845, 8,498, 9,394, 92 84 149 163 175 91 85 no. |1896s |1914s |1859s
MILK PRODUCTIONS: .| 2,138¢ 2,138¢ 2,185¢ 100 98 1,849, 1,817 1,8147 102 102 Ib. B65s 8508 8308
*Planted acreage. 1Condition on first of month as percent of normal. 2Includes sirup made into sugar. sFor previous month. aLayers on farm.

sEggs per 100 layers for month.

eMilk cows on farms.

Crop Summary of the United States for July 1, 1963

7Milk production in million pounds. sMilk production per milk cow for month.

Acrea, Production 1963 production i
(000 omz%fed) ac‘,%‘;ie (000 omitted) as a percent of Yield per acte
Crop asa Unit f
1963 5-year 5-year Indi- 5-year
(prelimi- 1962 perf;g; of J“fl!’ 1, 1963 1962 average 1962 |average cated 1962 average
nary) ofeeant 1957-61 1957-61 1963 1957-61
Corn, all .........cooonm. 69,224 65,436 106
Corn for grain ....... ,880 56,842 107 3,849,133 3,643,615 3,551,952 106 108 bu. 63.2 64.1 54,1
Potatoes .... 1,377 1,376 100 e 266,703 1,249 cwt. 193.8 186.0
Tobacco ... 1,186 1,226 97 2,221,513 | 2,309,055 | 1,841,189 96 121 Ib. | 1874 1884 1623
22,934 96 965,736 1,031,743 1,182,012 94 82 bu. 44.0 45.0 41.2
12,443 94 373,054 429,495 433,898 87 86 bu, 31.7 34.5 30.4
2,014 78 29,322 41,175 29,060 T 101 bu. 18.6 204 17.6
Winter wheat .. 33,816 33,513 101 825,010 817,154 997,730 107 88 bu. 25.9 24.4 25.7
SDm_'um \\Lheat - 1,991 2,418 82 43,708 71,809 27,424 61 159 bu. 22.0 29.7 18.6
ring wheat
g!hﬂ' than Durum 8,694 7,645 114 191,860 203,599 200,107 94 96 bu. 22:1 26.6 19.3
Flaxseed .................. 3,140 2,791 112 30,831 1,952 27,268 96 113 bu. 9.8 11.4 8.1
Tame hay ..... 55,691 56,223 99 100,429 110,135 107,420 91 93 ton 1.8 2.0 ERp LA
Wild hay ...... 10,972 11,109 99 8,989 0,8 9,815 82 92 ton 82 .98 .88
PUIROEO ociiiiiiinnnsl s lumsiasiiaals pct. bl 84 87y

1Condition July 1.
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Good to excellent
Fair

B Poor

B Very poor

I Near failure

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

CROP PROSPECTS*
July 1, 1963

NEG: SRS 60«63 (7)' STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE

e

SRELATIVE CONDITIONS OR
PROSPECTS AS INDICATED BY
REPORTS FROM CROP CORRE-
SPONDENTS ON "ALL CROPS*

Wisconsin’s hay crop this year may
be 16 percent smaller than the record
production last year, but the crop is
expected to be close to average. e
first crop was light in some southern
counties, but the quality is much
better than a year ago. While hay is
less abundant than a year ago, Wis-
consin farmers cut more of their grass
sileage by July 1 than is usually the
case. For the state as a whole, 85

ercent of the grass silage was cut

vy July 1 compared with the usual
79 percent.

Farmers were also ahead of sched-
ule in cutting their first crop of hay.
Except for some northern areas,
weather conditions for haying were
much better than usual. Reports from
farmers indicate 79 percent of the
first crop hay was cut by July 1
compared with the usual 67 percent.

Wisconsin
First Crop of Hay Cut by July 1t

District 1963 Usual
Percent of total
Northwest ............ 64 54
North .......... <] 59 43
Northeast 65 54
86 72
1 66
80 72
87 75
93 83
89 76
79 67

sAs reported by crop correspondents,

The forage supply this summer is
being further reduced in some coun-
ties by poor pastures. So far this
year, pasture conditions for the state
as a whole have not come close to the

exceptionally high average last year.
uly 1 reports from Wisconsin farm-
ers indicate pasture conditions for the
state averaged 81 percent of normal
compared with 94 a year ago and the
average for July 1 of 86 percent.
Wisconsin’s late summer potato
crop may be 5 percent smaller than
the one harvested last year because
of a smaller prosgective yield. The
tobacco crop may be 4 percent below
last year's harvest with smaller crops
of both Wisconsin types 54 and 55.
The apple crop is now expected to be
about equal to the one harvested last
year, but sour cherry fproducti(m. this
yvear is only about half the 1962 crop.

State’s Milk Production
About Equal to 1962

Milk production on Wisconsin
farms in June was nearly 2 percent
above a year ago. Output in the na-
tion dropped nearly 1 percent from
June last year.

Wisconsin dairy herds produced
1,849 million pounds of milk in June
and 9 988 million pounds in the first
half of this year. Milk production in
the first half of this year was about
equal to the output for the corres-
ponding period last year. While pas-
tures have furnished less roughage
in May and June of this year than a
vear ago, farmers have boosted dry
lot feeding of roughage and increased
the quantity of grains and concen-
trates fed per cow.

For the nation, dairy herds pro-
duced 11,862 million pounds of milk
in June and 65,726 million pounds in
the first half of this year. The quan-
tity of milk produced from January
through June in the nation was 1
percent below a year ago.

Milk production per cow on the
nation’s farms in June averaged 712
pounds compared with 865 pounds
for Wisconsin. The June output per

cow was a record high for the month
in 26 of the 39 states with monthly
estimates. There were unusually
large gains in milk production over a
ar aﬁo in New York, New Jersey,
ennsylvania, and Illinois.
_ Dairy ture conditions in the na-
tion on July 1 averaged 79 percent
of normal compared with 84 percent
a year ago. Improved conditions in
the South Atlantic, South-Central, and
Western Regions during June offset
deterioration in the North Atlantic
and North-Central States.

The June milk-feed price ratio for
the nation was 1 percent below May
and off 2 percent from June last year.
The feed ration value in June con-
tinued above a year ago and accounted
for most of the decline in the milk-
feed ratio.

Some Meat Animal
Prices Show Gain

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
by farmers for products sold in June
was 239 percent of the 1910-14 aver-
age. While increasing 1 percent from
May, the index remained the same as
a year ago. The index of prices paid
by farmers at 305 percent of the
1910-14 average was unchanged from
May but less than 1 percent above
the June 1962 figure. The prices

aid index was the highest on record
or the month.

Wisconsin’s index of prices received
for meat animals advanced 7 percent
from May to June, while decreases
of 1 percent for milk and 3 percent
for eggs occurred. The index of prices
received by farmers for both crops
and poultry remained unchanged from
May to June. All meat animal prices
advanced from May to June. But the
largest gains were for hogs and lambs,
which rose about $2 a hundredweight.
Turkey and farm chicken prices re-
mained unchanged from May to June,
while egg prices dropped a cent a
dozen.

Prices received by Wisconsin pro-
ducers for all milk sold in June aver-
aged $3.20 a hundred pounds for
milk of average test. This is a drop
of 2 cents from the June 1962 aver-
age and the lowest price for the
month since 1959. For the nation, the
all-milk price was 2 cents more than
received in June last year with the
average at $3.74.

Prices received for hogs sold by
Wisconsin farmers in June averaged
$15.90 a hundredweight or 40 cents
above the June 1962 average. The
recovery in hog prices was primarily
responsible for the advance in the
index of meat animal prices over a
year ago. Lamb prices also rose
sharply from May to June to bring
the average to $19.40 or 90 cents
above June last year. Beef cattle and
calf prices were off from June last
year although slaughter cow prices
averaged slightly higher.

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers in June averaged 21 cents a pound
for turkevs and 9 cents a pound for
farm chickens. Egg prices averaged
25 cents a dozen.
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Wisconsin Forest Products
Price Review, July 1963

Data sup;lied by T. A. Peterson,
Extension Forester, Wisconsin Col-
lege of Agriculture, at the request of
readers.

This semi-annual forest products
%rice report was compiled by the

xtension Foresty Office of the Col-
lege of Agriculture with the coopera-
tion of the Wisconsin Conservation
Department and Wisconsin woodusing
industries.

The forest products price review is
designed to offer practical informa-
tion on the current timber market.
Each marketable form of timber is
listed according to a statewide price
range. It should be understood that
timber prices are determined by a
combination of factors including local
market demand, distance to mills, tim-
ber accessibility, marketable volume,
and timber size and quality. For this
reason a quoted price range may have
a wide spread between the high and
low offers. These ranges however can
be used as guides by local timber own-
ers and buyers in arriving at a fair
price agreement.

Individual logging operators and
small private timber owners should
be aware of the fact that many mills
of the woodusing industry buy raw
material by written contract. These
contracts are let for a definite period
specifying a certain amount of wood
at an established contract price. It
is therefore very important that sell-
ers investigate the market prior to
cutting any trees to insure an outlet
for harvested material. This proce-
dure will minimize over-production of
materials in short demand and will
maintain a more stable price struc-
ture.

The price ranges may or may not
reflect the variable industry practice
of awarding a premium over the mill
base price for long-haul contracts. In
addition, pulp mills may offer the
delivered mill price or up to $1.50
less per cord F.0.B., depending upon
species and location. Sawlog truck-
ing rates average $15.00 per thousand
board feet within a 60-mile range of
the mill.

Many of the local woodusing in-
dustries have written information
available for producers, listing spe-
cies, specifications required, and cur-
rent prices paid. A knowledge of mill
specifications will enable the seller
to make the best utilization of his
harvested timber, and to realize the
greatest monetary return from his
timber crop.

State Market Trends

The usual seasonal lag in segments
of the forest products market will
prevail during the summer months.
Reports are generally optimistic that
demand will swing up bg fall and
that prices will remain stable or even
improve slightly.

Stumpage prices are fairly consist-
ent with those reported last fall for

most products. Locally, prices offered
can vary widely where competition
for raw material is keen.

Demand for pulpwood will be off
during the summer months. Many
mills have stopped buying after filling
yards. Movement will be mainly con-
tracted wood of which a large vol-
ume has been sap-peeled during the
spring months. pwood stumpage
prices will hold firm as reported for
the next three months.

Boltwood wusers report steady to
improved demand and price which
has firmed up the stumpage picture
in this segment of the forest products
market.

An activated tie market is reflected
in generally good stumpage demand
for hardwoods. Some operators expect
the picture to improve as fall con-
tracts for ties are let. Reported
prices will hold firm.

Veneer log buyers report a good de-
mand and price for red oak. Yellow
birch and hard maple can be expect-
ed to drop somewhat during the sum-
mer.

The sawlog market appears quite
variable in the state. Demand is slow
for pine and hemlock in some regions
and this will probably prevail until
fall. Good hardwood lumber demands
in other regions enhances the present
sawlog market. Prices will hold firm.
The demand picture will improve
considerably in fall.

The pulpwood market will remain
steady but not strong during the sum-
mer months. Exceptions exist in some
quarters. Pulpwood buyers report a
continued oversupply of aspen and
balsam fir although prices remain
stable. No price changes are antici-
?ated. Demand will be light unfil
all. Current inventories are being
supplied largely through contract com-
mittments made in April and May.

The boxbolt market is good. Ade-
quate inventories on hand will often
limit the current purchase of bolts.
There is an excellent demand for

Box and Excelsior Bolt Prices
(delivered to mill)

Price per rough cord
Species 4" x 8" x 34" | 4’ x 4’ x 96”

— 57" — 100"
B sient ..-| $11.00 - 16.00 | $11.00 - 16.00
Aspen (peeled) ..... 18.00 - 23.00 | 17.00 - 19.50
asswood 15.00 - 22.00
Basswood (peeled) #2200 |erimiennciicnnes
Birch, white .......... rrsisssmssssssseeniees | 20,00 = 25,00
Hardwoods, mixed | 14.00 - 16.00 | 13.00 - 15.00
TN Pl 1300 18:00 [
Pine 20.00 - 22,00

Charcoal wood (oak): 4’ x 4’ x 8 cord,
$8.00-9.00; Slabwood, $6.00-6.50.
White oak cooperage: 23”-24” heading, 25
er chord foot rNo. 2) and 40¢ per chor
oot (No. 1).
39".40" staves, 45

er chord foot (No. 2
and 80¢ per chord s Shie ol

oot (No. 1).

Sawtimber Prices
(ranges per thousand board feet — Scribner)

Veneer and sawlog (delivered at mills)
# Stumpage
Species (mnd)ms Grade No. 1 Grede N ot
tree rade No. 2 | Grade No. 3| Woodsrun
Veneer mills| Sawmills
Ash $10-20 $ 65-105 $50- 80 $30-45 $15-25 30-50
10-15 50- 80 30- 45 -1 R PR RN ‘25-40
12-50 70-110 70- 90 40-50 15-25 35-65
Beech ...... 15.20 50- 80 45- 65 25.30 15-20 3540
Birch, white 15- 150-175 85-130 40-50 15-25 35-65
Birch, yellow .. 40-60 190-250 85-150 40-60 20-25 60-75
BIUBEIONE o vorrerriort Jorsiosmoserecasnciesers 200-500 50-110 20-30 15-20 40-55
Cedar, white 30-45
Cherry, blacl 70- 70-100 20-55 15-30 50-75
Cottonwood - 25-40
ot e |5 o % 2030 LHEH S
R ¢ R B - - 15-2
Hardwoods, mixed 10-30 . § g
Hardwoods, swamp 1L S B DS o I s ! [N R RR et | e e e L
Hemlock ................ 12-20 H 40-50
Maple, hard 20-60 70-125 40-55 25-30 40-70
Maple, soft . 12-30 65- 80 40-45 25-30 40-55
Oak, red ...... 15-50 65- 90 30-50 20-30 30-60
Oak, white ........ 10-50 50- 70 30-40 1520 25-50
Pine, jack - /] ] IS S (e R R 35-55
Pine, red & white . 20-40 100-148 55- 70 40-50 40-60
Spruce IO [ 45-55
RO i 250-900 100-
Pulpwood Prices
(per 4’ x 4' x 100” cord)
Sbeclss s;:l'_“cm = Delivered mill price F.O.B. car price
(standing tree) Rough Peeled Rough Peeled
$1.50- 3.00 $13.00-14.50 | $19.50-20.00 | $ -14.00 | $17.00-19.00
4.00- 7.00 18.00-23.00 23.00-28.50 20.00-22.00 -27.00
1.00 3.00 400 7
: .00- 3. -14. 21.50-23.50 -20.00
Hardwoods, mixed 1.00- 3.00 -15.50 20,00-22.00 20,00-21.00
Hemlock ..... 3.00- 5.50 180019500 [ o 17.00-20.00 -25.00
C1 e 1.20- =15.00 |........
Oak, chemical tre cr U [ I R e b
Pine, jack & red 3.00-7.50 | 17.50-18.00 -17.50 -22.50
Pine, white ..... -15.00 21450 Lo sesonninnse
(e N 6.00-10.00 24.00-27.50 32.50-33.50 24.00-27.00 -32.00
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Lumber Prices

) (at mill Eer thousand board feet)

Prices for rough, No. and better lumber
produced by mill operators for local consump-
tion or remanufacture by volume buyers. Many
mills also report lumber sales based on grade
rather than mill run. No appreciable differ-
ence between green and air dry lumber ranges
as reported. Dressed dry lumber somewhat

higher.
Species Green or air dry

Aspen ... $50.00- 65.00
Basswood 72,00-105.00
Beech ... 0.00-
Elm .......... 40.00- 70.00
Hardwoods, mixed . 50.00-100.00
Hemlock ...... 5.00-
Maple, hard 60.00-120.00
Maple, soft .. 50.00- 80.00

1 . 60.00-100.00
Pine, jack 60.00- 85.00
Pine, red (Norway) ........ 70.00-110.00

W Lty et 75.00-110.00

wooden boxes which would indicate
this market will remain firm. Reports
of an improvement in the wooden
cheese box industry are particularly
encouraging after a year of decline.

Industries producing specialty items
such as excelsior, handles, and dowel-
ing report a good market outlook. A
stronger demand and price is noted
for the stave industry which uses bur
and white oak.

Railroad Tie Prices

Ties are expected to weaken some
during summer although the outlook
is generally fair. Poor grades are
moving slowly. Operators are looking
forward to fall contracts from rail-
roads which would strengthen the
market considerably. Tie log prices
are expected to remain firm.

Demand for cedar posts is off dur-
ing the summer since posts are now
on hand. A slight pick-up is expected
in fall. Prices will probably hold as
reported. Not much change in the
market is expected for piling or poles.

White Cedar Post Prices
(delivered to yard)

Stumpage _ Price per post
glnce Post size
(standing tree) Pecled | Unpeeled
5¢ to 8¢ "x 7| 14 -21¢ 8 -13¢
per post 4" x 7' | 22 -30¢ | 16 -19¢
5”x 7' | 27 -33¢ | 21 -23¢
6" x 7' | 30 -40¢ | 23 -30¢
x 7" | 42 -50¢ ¢-
8”x 7' | 55¢- v, Bilie
5" x 8" | 30 - 38¢ | 22 -30¢
6" x 8" | 33 -50¢ | 24 -35¢
5” x 10’ | 50 - 65¢ -42¢
6” x 10" | 53 - 75¢ | 44 -45¢
4" x 12" | 55 -70¢ | 42¢-
5” x 12 | 55 - 85¢ | 42¢-
4" x 14" | 65 - B5¢ | 50¢-
5" x 14" | 65¢-1.00 | 50¢-

Piling Prices
(F.O.B. cars or trucks)

Price per lineal
Mill prices Size foor—unpeeled
Species Tie size| Dimensions |received for pine & hardwood
sa ties
$0.20-
Hardwoods .....| 1 6” x 6” x 8’ | $1.10-1.50 .20~
(oaks, beech,| 2 6” x 7" x 8 | 1.40-1.80 .18-.30
birch, elm, 3 6” x8” x 8’| 1.90-2.35 20-.30
hard maple, 4 " x8”x8 | 2.25-2.75 24-,30
and ash) 5 7" x9" x8 | 2.60-3.00 gg-z:
Service- -
able 0.60-1.00 40-.45
rejects
Pole Prices
(per pole at delivery point)
Jack & red pine White cedar
Pole Length Top diameter (inches) Top diameter (inches)
Feet)
5" tu 6]/2IP 4" s” 6" 7" sl'
$ 1.10-1.72 $1.10 $1.40 $ 1.50 Bivica [ BFE
1.30-2.30 1.50 2.50 . 5 L ] [
1.50-2.55
1.80- 2.60 3.65 4.25
T R | R R A 5.25 8.00
6.00- 11.75 13.00 14.00
9.00- 14.50 16.50 18.00
g 6 LT R S| | PSS AR, R 18.50 20.00
.......................... 21.00 23.00
Railroad Tie Log Prices
Stumpage price Log diameter Price per 86" log
Species per 8°6” log in | (small end of 8'6”
standing tree  |log inside of bark) At mill On skids
rd 8 it 0.45-.65 8”- 9" $1.50-1.60 $0.55-1.10
Ha(oatgnbeech Hard e 10"-11” 1.40-1.60 1.00-1.20
s i 12"-13” 1.40-1.60 1.10-1.20
mapee, toh 14"-15" 1.40-1.60 1.10-1.35
ash 503 birch) 16"-18" 2.80-3.20 2.00-2.40
19"-20" 2.80-4.80 2.20-3.30
Over 20” 3.25-6.40 3.00-5.00

Mills producing lumber report a
strong market prevails. Demand is
generally good for most hardwoods
and off slightly on softwoods. All
hardwoods are generally sold on
grade, however prices listed show
ranges for the full product of the log.

Services Available

Marketing service is available from
Wisconsin Conservation Department
Districts Foresters who work in each
county of the state. No charge is
made. A bimonthly Forest Products
Marketing Bulletin is also designed
to improve the potential market for
Wisconsin timber products. Items ‘for
sale’ or ‘wanted’ can be run upon re-
uest. Anyone interested in receiving
this bulletin or who wants to insert
an item in the Bulletin just send
name and address to Box 351, Madi-
son, Wisconsin.

A revised listing of the Wisconsin
primary woodusing industries is cur-
rently being made. This will be pub-
lished cooperatively by the Wiscon-
sin Conservation Department and the
College of Agriculture. Primary in-
dustries are those which use or pro-
cess wood ‘in the round’, including
logs, pulpwood, bolts, and blocks.
Copies are expected to be available
early this fall

There are other industries which
use lumber and veneer in the manu-
facture of finished wood products. A
directory of these industries was pre-
pared in 1961. A copy of this direct-
ory or the revised primary woodusing
directory can be requested by writing
the Extension Forestry Office, Col-
lege of Agriculture, Madison 6.

State Egg
Production Down

Wisconsin egg production continues
at a level below a year ago. June
output at 149 million eggs was 9 per-
cent under the same month last year.
It was 15 percent under the 1957-61
June average. The June egg total
was the lowest for the month since
1925.

Egg production for the state is be-
low a year ago because of both lower-
ed layer numbers and rate of lay.
Layers on farms were 8 percent be-
low June last year and 16 percent
under the average for the month. Each
month, so far this year, layers have
numbered below the corresponding
months last year. Layers have not
been this low in June for several dec-
ades. Layer numbers are declining
seasonally — flock owners cull their
flocks as the laying rate falls off.

The rate of lay usually drops dur-
ing June and for this June the drop
was especially sharp. This was un-
doubtedly due to the quite hot
weather that occurred in June. While
the rate of lay is declining seasonally,
the June rate was only 1 percent
below a year earlier. It was 2 percent
above the average for the month.

For the United States, June egg
output exceeded June last year by
half of 1 percent — it was 3% per-
cent above the average. The slight
rise in the total over a year ago was
due to more layers offsetting a small
decline in rate of lay.
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Crop and Livestock Man Hours i r Unit
Man-hours Down of Production, United States

Mechanized farming has shortened Unit of 1910~ 1925- % 2 i@
field work time considerably from Item pmc'l‘ulatcgon Y 9229 19339’ 1?149’ 195,9’ 1%(%0-
earlier years. The introduction of
tractor power represented a big ad- Man-hours
vance over horse power. Rubber tires
for tractors and then for implements .| 100 bu. 135.0 115.0 108.0 53.0 21.0 14.0
also speeded field work. Work in ] 1ton 10.3 9.8 9.1 6.2 3.9 3.3
fields was further accelerated by larg- oo TN 2 e " M e
er machines. All of these things have Ho?,"" i i 's i ; i - ,
Stlaind 1o/ gHetsy prociiocn Py GlST o i A8 ] 33 o B8 i TR

The following figures on man-hours
needed for crops and livestock are
from a recent study for the United
States. However, Wisconsin trends
could be expected to be similar to
the national trends. Only selected
crops that are grown in both the
state and nation are presented. Man-
hours per unit of production means
man-hours per acre harvested, includ-
ing preharvest work on acreages aban-
doned, grazed, and turned under.

Corn for grain required 35.2 man-
hours per acre harvested during the
1910-14 period. By 1935-39, this was
reduced to 28.1 man-hours and to
8.1 man-hours for the 1960-61 period.
The last named period is the latest
available for man-hour data, but it is
recent enough to show the down-
trend in man-hours needed per acre
of corn for grain. The drop in man-
hours per acre indicates strides made
in mechanized farming.

Grain corn yields have risen sharp-
ly in both the state and nation. Im-

roved strains, heavier commercial
ertilizer application, better weed con-
trol and higher plant populations per
acre are factors in higher yields. In-
creased yields, of course, have helped
to lower man-hours needed to pro-
duce 100 bushels of corn. From 135
man-hours needed in 1910-14, the
hours dropped to 108 in 1935-39 and
to 14 in 1960-61.

Modern haying methods, especially
the use of hay balers and fast travel-
ing mowers have decreased the time
needed for hay production. During
1910-14, a total of 11.9 man-hours
were needed per acre. This dropped
to 84 and 5.8 man-hours in 1945-49
and 1960-61 respectively. Rising hay
vields have further helped to lower
man-hours needed per ton of hay pro-
duced. For 1910-14, man-hours re-
quired were 10.3 per ton of hay, and
by 1960-61, the requirement was only
3.3 man-hours.

Oats are not listed in the national
study, but wheat is listed with man-
hours needed. Possibly oats would
show even greater down trends in
man-hours needed than wheat per 100
bushels produced, because of the sub-
stantial rise in yields. Wheat re-
quired 106 man-hours per 100 bushels
in 1910-14, but only 34 in 1945-49 and
11 in 1960-61. Man-hours per acre
declined from 15.2 in 1910-14 to 2.8
in 1960-61.

Required man-hours also declined
for livestock enterprises. For 100
pounds of milk produced in the 1910-
14 period, 3.8 man-hours were needed.
By 1945-49, the figure had dropped
to 2.6 and by 1960-61 to 1.4 man-

hours. Labor saving devices, as barn
cleaners, feeding set-up changes, and
milking machines including pipeline
installations, hel to lessen labor
requirements. Higher producing cows,
too, lowered man-hours needed per
100 pounds of milk produced.

Man-hours required to produce 100
pounds of hog liveweight declined
some from the 1910-14 period. For
that period, 3.6 man-hours were need-
ed and for 1960-61, the man-hour
need was 2.2, Improved feeds and
feeding, better housing, and improved
breeding have pushed weight gains—
lowering labor needs.

Less labor is needed than formerl
to produce 100 eggs. Automatic feed-
ers and waterers together with im-
proved housing lowered labor needs.
Also, improved laying strains have
helped to raise the laying rate. All
of these factors have lessened labor
needs per 100 eggs produced. For
the 1910-14 period, 2 man-hours were
needed to produce 100 eggs, but by
1945-49 only 1.5 man-hours were
needed. For 1960-61, the man-hour
requirement was six-tenths of one
hour per 100 eggs produced.

Farm-Retail Price
Spread Increases

The farm-retail price spread of the
market basket of farm foods rose
from $648 for the first quarter of 1962
to $680 for the first quarter of 1963
—a gain of 5 percent. During this
time, the retail cost of the market
basket increased from $1,062 to
$1,080, but the farm value decreased
from $414 to $400. The “market bas-

ket” contains the average quantities
of farm-originated products purchased
per urban wage-earner or clerical-
worker family in 1952. The farm-re-
tail spread is the difference between
the retail price paid by the consumer
(retail cost) and the return to the
farmer for equivalent farm products
(farm value).

Higher marketing charges for meat
products, fruits, and vegetables ac-
counted for most of the rise in the
farm-retail price spread from the first

uarter a year ago. Marketing
charges for meat products were 14
fercent higher, while marketing costs
or all fruits and vegetables rose 7
percent.

The total farm value of the market
basket in the first quarter of 1963
was 3 percent below the same quarter
of 1962, Lower prices for beef cattle
and hogs reduced the farm value of
meat products 8 percent below the
first quarter a year ago. Dairy prod-
ucts declined 3 percent in farm value,
while fats and oils dropped 10 per-
cent. ]

The retail cost for the market bas-
ket of farm foods was up 2 percent
from the first quarter of 1962. A 3
percent increase in meat products
and a 5 percent rise in fruits and veg-
etables were the main reasons for the
kuiher retail cost of the market bas-

et.

The farm-retail price spread has
increased every year since 1950. The
1962 average was over a third higher
than the 1950 average of $488. Dur-
ing this same period, the retail cost
of the market basket of farm foods
rose 16 percent; but the farm value

U.S. FARM FOOD MARKET BASKET 1950-63"

Dollars

800}

400

lo):
1950

© WISCONSIN CROP REPORTING SERVKE

1955

Retail Cost.

UiNcLUDES FIRST QUARTER OF 1963
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declined 5 percent. However, the
farm value of $410 for 1962 was
nearly a fifth less than the peak of
$497 in 1951.

With the steady increase in the
farm-retail price spread, the farmer's
share of the retail food dollar ranged
downward from 47 cents in 1950 to
38 cents in 1962. The highest figure
(49 cents) for the period was reported
in 1951. The 1963 first quarter aver-
age of 37 cents is the lowest quarter-
ly t:l.ﬁum for the farmer’s share of the
retail food dollar since the final quar-
ter of 1959.

Higher retail food prices have not
generally resulted in higher prices
received by farmers, chiefly because
of increased marketing costs. Rising
transportation and labor costs, plus
new devil‘;xsments in food packaging,
frozen f processing, and special
marketing services have contributed
substantially to the yearly increase
of the farm-retail price spread.

The Farm Food Market Basket:
Retail Cost, Farm Value, Farm-Retail
Spread, United States, 1950-63

Year | Retail cost |Farm value | Farm-retail
spread
Dollars

432 488

497 527

482 552

445 558

421 565

395 ;;4

390 2

401 606

430 634

398 642

407 646

406 654

410 657

414 648

404 662

o 8|8

1963 r

Jan.-March | 1,080 400 680

Farm Workers Decrease
But Wage Rates Rise

The total number of workers on
Wisconsin farms was 287,000 in June,
3 percent less than June last year.
It was a tenth less than the 1957-61
June average. Family workers at
250,000 were down 3 percent, while
the 37,000 hired workers showed no
change from a year ago. Hired work-
ers were nearly 3 percent above the
June average, but family workers were
down 12 percent. Farm employment
figures for the nation showed a de-
crease in both hired and family work-
ers from a year ago and from the
June average. The total number of
workers rose seasonally from May
to June in the state and nation.

Farm wage rates for the various
categories on July 1 this year were
above a year ago for the state. The
index of wage rates for July was the
highest on record for that time of the
year.

Farm Workers and Wages
Wisconsin and United States

Wisconsin United States
Item
1963 | 1962 | 1963 | 1962
June (000)
Farm Workers;
Hired ....ocena 37 37| 2,546 | 2,638
Family .......... 250 258 | 5,249 | 5,350
Total .........., 287 295 7,795 | 7,988
July 1 (dollars)
Wage rates
By the month
With house ...| 212.00 | 208.00 | 215.00 | 208.00
With room
& board ...... 156.00 | 151.00 | 159.00 | 156.00
By the da:
yWith rgom
& board ....| 7.70 7.40 7.40 7.20
No room
& board ......| 9,90 9.20 7.00 6.90
By the hour
0 room
& board ...... 1.17 1.13 1.09 1.06
1Persons employed during the last full calendar
week ending at least one day before the end

of the month,

Egg Prices
Seasonal

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers for eggs are now declining season-
ally. Egg prices probably would have
declined even more after mid-April
except for two things. The United
State Department of Agriculture
started a dried egg buying program,
and the Department of Defense was
puchasing dried eggs. This necessi-
tated increased deliveries of eggs to
brokers so that they could meet the
government buying programs. As a
result, there was some supporting
pressure for egg prices.

Egg prices follow a seasonal pattern
through the year. The low point in
the price of eggs usually occurs in
June, while the high is generally
reached in October. Eggs start to de-
cline in price around March or even
earlier in some years. The egg price
declined four times since 1954 from
February to March. This is in re-

sponse to the rising seasonal rate of
lay and higher total egg output. Fol-
lowing the spring peak in egg produc-
tion, prices received by farmers con-
finue to fall for a time until the June
ow.

July egg prices usually show an
increase over June as production con-
tinues to fall seasonally. Both layer
numbers and rate of lay decline dur-
ing the summer mon However,
with the placing of pullets in laying
flocks in early fall or even late sum-
mer, egg output rises sharply with a
consequent fall-off in prices later in
the fall. Egg prices level off and may
even rise a little during the early
months of the following year. Then
prices decline in March, and the price
cycle starts over again.

There is some smoothing out in the
seasonal price cycle of eggs. That is,
the difference between the high and
low points in the monthly average
price of eggs is a little less than in
earlier years. To some extent this is
because flock owners are hatching re-
placement chicks earlier in order to
have the pullets laying as early as
possible, while fall egg prices are
favorable. This has the effect of
raising egg production a little earlier
in the fall, which in turn has a down-
ward influence on prices. Earlier pul-
let replacements in laying flocks help
some to even out egg output in the
fall. Rate of lay has been raised, es-
pecially in the spring, summer, and
fall months; and this has a smoothing
effect on monthly egg output during
the year. Also, as the poultry indus-
try 18 becoming more commercialized,
some flock owners are shifting to
year round flock replacements.

Prices received by Wisconsin farm-
ers for eggs the first three months
this year were above corresponding
months a year ago. April and May
averaged the same as a year earlier,
but June at 25 cents a dozen was a
cent above June last year. Egg prices
this year have averaged less than the
1947-51 monthly averages, but they
are substantially above the 1937-41
averages. Compared with the 1957-61
June average, June egg prices this
year were about 2 cents lower.

MONTHLY EGG PRICES RECEIVED by
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The reduced soil tillage method commonly called wheel—
track corn planting is finding favor with corn growers and
conservationists. It is an entirely different philosophy
on soil tillage for growing row crops and the erosion haz-
ards involved. Wheel-track corn planting means planting
the corn in the wheel tracks on freshly plowed ground
without the harrowing and disking required for conven-
tional seedbed preparation. Soil compaction caused by
the wheels of the tractor or the corn planter provides the
seedbed preparation. Thus, after years of searching, ag-
ronomists have at last found a planting method that will
provide a firm seedbed and a loose rootbed.

Corn has long been a basic crop in American agricul-
ture. The small clearings made by pioneers provided the
soil, and a fish in every hill provided the fertilizer, for
many an excellent com crop. The pioneers did not work
the soil until it was completely pulverized and subject to
rapid erosion in order to grow the corn. Mechanization
developed tillage techniques for corn and other crops that
became more and more destructive of our soil. Changing
from the horse to tractor power has hastened the destruc-
tion of our soil by using this tremendous power to more
rapidly destroy the structure of our soil with often need-
less tillage. Howevér, the blame for soil destruction
should not be placed on the corn crop but rather on man
who has developed these tillage practices.

Seedbed or Rootbed ?

Only in recent years have agronomists studied cul-
tural practices which would eliminate some of this unde-
sireable methods when preparing seedbeds. We move earth
more efficiently with the moldboard plow than any other
tillage equipment. When properly used this plow hasa
very beneficial effect on the soil. Turning under organic
matter so necessary for the life of our soil, aerating, and
loosening the plow furrow are a few of the benefits. Thus,
it seems that in the development of future cultural prac-
itces for growing corn, very likely the plow is to remain
an important part.

We are often overzealous in seedbed preparation to the
detriment of the crop. Ideal conditions for a rootbed are
considerably different from those for a seedbed. The field
will serve as arootbed throughout 95 percent of the grow-
ing season and more emphasis should be placed on its
preparation. A good seedbed needs fine grain-like gran-
ules or aggregates that can be firmed to the seed to insure
good moisture movement so seeds germinate rapidly. The

compacted soil also affords a good footing for the young
plant in pushing through the soil crust. However, a soil
that is loose and porous will facilitate root growth. Thus,
we are wasting time and power by preparing a seedbed for
row crops over the entire field when only a relatively
small portion of the total field is needed.

Recent studies show a growing interest in eliminating
some of the soil tillage when growing corn. Also general
agreement that loose soils are more productive than pack-
ed and that the moldboard plow is the best implement to
loosen them. A 4-year study at Wisconsin indicated that
when reduced tillage machines become complicated or
cumbersome, such as needed for preparing the seedbed
and planting corn in one operation, mechanical problems
and difficulties may prevent wide-spread grower accep-
tance. Thus, wheel-track planting of corn, which involves
two operations which all farmers are familiar with, namely
plowing and then planting, is finding wide-spread accep-
tance.

Table 1.-=Average Yield and Population of Conventional
and Wheel~-Track Planted Corn Experiments , Wisconsin,
1954-61 and Averages

No. of Method of Population Yield
Year |Locations planting Plants/Acre* | Bu/A*
1954 2 Conventional 12,800 72
Wheel-track 12,700 70
1955 6 Conventional 15,300 92
Wheel-track 15,500 98
1956 7 Conventional 15,100 101
Wheel-track 15,000 96
1957 8 Conventional 16,000 107
Wheel-track 16,700 110
1958 7 Conventional 15,900 87
Wheel-track 15,900 88
1959 6 Conventional 16,800 102
Wheel-track 17,000 104
1960 7 Conventional 16,400 106
Wheel-track 16,600 104
1961 9 Conventional 17,000 100
Wheel-track 17,000 102
8 yr. 52 Conventional 15,900 97
Aver. Wheel-track 16,000 98

*Average of all locations.
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Wheel-Track Planting Results wheel-track planting on silt and clay loams. With four
Field experiments carried on for the past eight years row modifications, the special compaction wheels mounted
on the major soil areas of Wisconsin indicate that wheel- O the wheel-track planter proved satisfactory.
track planting will work whenever it is possible to sprin
plow ?or cor: . A summary of the resultspfor the past :1ghgt III. PlantSoon After Plowing, Usually Within 24 Hours:
years are given in Table 1. These results show that in 11is reduces the possibility of rain delaying the planting.
many areas where corn growers thought they had to fall 10 @ dry seasonplowing the field several days before wheel
plow for com, spring plowing with wheel-track planting track planting may lose moisture needed for germination.
accomplished the same results with reduced soil loss .
W'heell:track planting of corn has worked successfully on [V Machinery Adaptation: Two Row: Narrow utility
the poorly drained silt loam and the sandy soils of north— tractor to 40 inches or adjust the rear wheel tread spacing
central Wisconsin, the silt loam prairie and forested soils ofatricycle type tractor to 80 inches on center and hitch
of southern Wisconsin, and the red clay soils of eastern the corn planter off center so that it trails directly behind
Wisconsin. Thered clay and sandy soils are satisfactory one rear wheel and the track of the front wheels . Four Row;
unless the soil is too dry to turn the furrow over at corn 1ractor modifications have been more difficult but a new
planting time. Yields of wheel-track planted corn have [OUYF FOW wheel-track corn planter has been successfully
been equal to or slightly higher than the conventional t€St€d.This involves setting the tractor wheels at 80 in-

planted. ches to provide compaction for two of the rows, and mount-
ing two welghted wheels on the four row trail type tool

Advantages of Wheel-Track bar corn planter to provide the wheel-track for the other

Corn Planting two rows. The corn planter is aligned 40 inches off cen-

ter but due to hitch modifications the sidedraft was not

I. Soil and Water Conservation: The soil between the noticeable. With this unit it was possible to plow and
wheel tracks remains loose and will absorb water more plant with the same tractor. This is very important for
readily, the contour wheel tracks will increase depression growers that cannot use one tractor for planting exclusive-
storage and thus reduce runoff and soil erosion. Over a ly. Two such 4-row units were used to wheel-track plant
5-year period studies at the Upper Mississippi Valley 325 acres of corn at the University Arlington farm in 1961.
Conservation Experiment Station at LaCrosse, Wisconsin One thirty-four acre field was planted, including insec-
show that runoff and soil loss respectively from cornplant- ticide, herbicide, and fertilizers in 8 1/4 hours,
ed with the conventionally prepared seedbed averaged 2.3
and 4.2 times greater than from wheel-track planting.

II. Uniform Corn Germination: The wheel track pro— Grower Experiences
vides a uniformily firmed seedbed and the freshly plowed
soil usually contains enough moisture for rapid seed ger—
mination. On the other hand conventional seedbed prep- A survey of 200 corn growers who wheel-track planted
aration often hastens soil drying so much that the corn corninl960 indicated that about 20 percent has been wheel-
germinates slowly unless it rains. track planted at least five years. About half of the grow-
ers worked their land before plowing, and one-third attach-
ITII. Better Weed Control: Except in the corn row the ed a leveling implement to the plow. The average time
loose soil dries out and delays weed growth so that cul- elapsed between plowing and planting is given in the fol-
tivation usually is unnecessary until the corn is 8 to 12 lowing table:
inches tall.

IV. Planting Time and Costs Are Cut: Elimination of Table 2.-Average time elapsed between plowing and
discing and harrowing and reducing the number of culti- wheel-track planting as indicated by surveys of 200
vations cuts field and labor costs on the average by about farmers who wheel-track planted corn in 1960.
$4 to §7 an acre.

Hours
V. Sod Cover and Manure Well Used: In Wisconsin Elapsed 0-3 3-6 6-12 12-24 24-48 Over 48
corn is frequently planted on fields that have been in hay
or pasture. If this sod is plowed at corn planting it will Of Total
provide cover for a longer period of time thereby reducing Reporting 24% 31% 15% 20% 6% 4%
erosion hazards, provide more green manure, and warm
wet scils because vegetation will use much more water
than evaporates from bare soil. Also barnyard manure may
be spread until planting time. Approximately half of the growers used chemical weed
| control and 90 percent did not cultivate more than twice.
Essentials for Successful Wheel-Track Nine out of ten growers were satisfied with their corn

Corn Planting yield indicated they would wheel-track plant in 1961.

1. Good Plowing Is Absolutely Essential: Deep plowing
(7-9 inches) is desirable. Aplow packer, rotary hoe pulled

backwards, mulcher, clod buster, or small drag attached

to the plow will make planting easier and the first culti- . :
vation smoother, Cultivation ?

II. Adequate Compaction: The compactionprovidedby  Use of herbicides to control all weeds without culti-
the wheels of two or four plow tractors is satisfactory for vation is another development. Caution should be advised
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when using such herbicides with conventional soil till-
age methods. Widespread acceptance of this practice

Corn Wheel-Track Planted, Wisconsin by Counties, 1960

may well cause increased soil erosion because growth Comn wheel-track planted
of late summer weeds are prevented thus leaving the soil P t of
relatively unprotected during the late summer and fall. A ercien
Results of athree year study at the University of Wiscon- osty sy tc;ta :Oﬂl
sin Gugel Farm indicate that soil losses are increased kot s
tremendously by preventing all weed growth with broad- Acres Percent
» Brown 157
Corn Wheel-Track Planted, Wisconsin by Counties, 1960° cajumet 240
Comn wheel-track planted Door 61
Fond du Lac 183
Percent of y.waunee 99
County Acreage total corn  pManitowoc 537
acreage  Qytagamie 575
Acres Percent  Sheboygan 303
Winnebago 744
Barrfon 5 1,301 E. District 2,899 .90
Bayfiel 37
Burnett 171 Crawford 306
Chippewa 1,772 Grant 1,107
Douglag @ | ¥ eema= Iowa 388
Polk 1,712 Lafayette 1,290
Rusk 249 Richland 390
gawyer @00 0 ] 2 eemees Sauk 2,744
Washburn 931 Vernon 517
N. W. District 6,173 3.51 8. W. District 6,742 1.62
Ashland | = ====- Columbia 2,283
Clark 376 Dane 1,563
Hon 9 Y ORI (e Dodge 1,455
Lincoln 74 Green 384
Marathon 713 Jefferson 1,001
Oneilda @ | = ====-= Rock 1,862
Price 24 S. District 8,538 ¢33
Taylor 13
k10T TR A | Kenosha 22
N. District 1,200 101 Milwaukee | @ ===—-
Ozaukee 10
Florence 18 Racine 239
Forest 25 Walworth 1,328
Langlade 10 Washington 338
Marinette 39 Waukesha 1,303
Oconto 151 8. E. District 3,240 1.28
Shawano 374
N. E. District 617 .74 State 49,685 1.88
C -
Buffalo 1,312 *As reported by assessors in Wisconsin State Farm Cen
Dunn 3.172 SRS
Eau Claire 567 cast applications of such herbicides with conventional
Jackson 814 seedbed preparation. To avoid increased soil erosion,
La Crosse 816 such herbicide treatments should be combined with reduced
Monroe 1-;2: soil tillage such as wheel-track planting.
Pepin
gtﬂfée 2 : gé; Future Practices
. Cro '
Trempealeau 895 As our farming becomes more intensified, farmers pro-
W. District 12,380 3.03 bably will be growing more corn on their land. It seems
possible that by using reduced soil tillage methods, herb-
Adama 1,050 icides, adapted varieties, proper fertility levels and an
Gireen Laka 593 adequate plant population, farmers will be able to grow
Juneau 435 corn for many years, if not continuously, on their less
Marquette 3,684 erodible land. By turning under the organic matter pro-
Portage 573 vided by the corn stalks, providing the minimum seedbed
Waupaca 423 and avoiding needless tillage, the physical condition
Walishara 880 and productivity of the soil will be maintained and per-
Waod 258 haps improve.
C. District 7.896 3.62
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