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REPORT

ON CONDITIONS IN IRELAND WITH DEMAND

for

INVESTIGATION BY THE PEACE CONFERENCE



The Irish Race Convention held in Philadelphia on the 22nd and 23rd of February, 1919, provided by resolution for the appointment of a Committee of Twenty‐five by the Chairman, and instructed it to use all honorable means to secure for Ireland her right of self‐determination.


This general committee selected from its own body Frank P. Walsh of New York, Former Governor Edward F. Dunne of Illinois, and Michael J. Ryan of Philadelphia, as a special Commission to go to Paris. The instructions of this special committee were as follows:


“To obtain for the delegates selected by the people of Ireland a hearing at the Peace Conference, and to place before the Conference, if that hearing be not given, the case of Ireland; her insistence upon her right of self‐determination; and to international recognition of the republican form of government established by her people.”



Upon their arrival at Paris a letter signed by all the commissioners was addressed to President Wilson asking him to obtain from the British Government safe conducts for Eamon De Valera, Arthur Griffith and Count George Noble Plunkett, the representatives selected by the people of Ireland, from Dublin to Paris and return; and also asking him to accord an interview to the American Commission.




In response to this letter the President wrote to Mr. Walsh, Chairman of the Commission, granting him an interview, and fixing the time.


The President gave an exhaustive hearing to the case as presented by Mr. Walsh, and referred him to Col. E. M. House with instructions to say that he believed the request a proper one, and that it should be granted.


The entire Commission waited upon Col. House, advised him of the suggestion of the President, and presented the request in writing for safe conducts for Messrs De Valera, Griffith and Plunkett. Col. House promised to take the matter up with  Mr. Lloyd George immediately and to use every effort to have the safe conducts granted.


Upon the following day Col. House announced to the Commission, who again called upon him in a body, that he had communicated with the Prime Minister of England, and that in all likelihood the safe conducts would be granted; but that Mr. Lloyd George was very desirous of having an interview with the American Commissioners personally and would be glad to have Chairman Walsh take up the matter of fixing the time and place for the meeting with Mr. Lloyd George’s confidential secretary, Mr. Phillip Kerr.


The Commission notified Col. House at once that they did not seek a conference with Mr. Lloyd George; doubted very much the wisdom or propriety of meeting him, but finally agreed to do so as a matter of courtesy.


Later in the day the entire Commission called upon Col. House and stated that, under no circumstances did they wish to be relegated to Mr. Lloyd George on the question of the issuance of the safe conducts, but were relying upon him, Col. House, as one of the American Commissioners, to secure compliance with the request, if possible. With this clear understanding they would meet the Prime Minister.


Mr. Lloyd George, on the plea of being closely occupied with the preparation of the German peace terms, put off the proposed meeting with the delegates from time to time, covering a period of something like two weeks.


The American Commission finally called upon Col. House, explained once more that no part of the duties of their mission called for a meeting with Mr. Lloyd George, and asked him to address a formal request for the safe conducts for Messrs. De Valera, Griffith and Plunkett, to Mr. Lloyd George, and secure, if possible, a prompt and direct answer to that request.


Upon the same day, and shortly before the visit of the Commission to Col. House, Messrs. Sean T. O’Ceallaigh and George Gavan Duffy, the



representatives of the Irish Republic in Paris, conveyed an invitation from President De Valera to the Commission to visit Dublin,  and gave, among other reasons, the necessity for a conference upon matters of grave importance at the time transpiring in Ireland.


When we arrived at the office of Col. House in the Hotel Crillon that evening to receive an answer from Mr. Lloyd George, we found Sir William Wiseman, the liaison officer between the American and British Embassies in Paris. He presented the apologies of Mr. Lloyd George for the delay, and said that Mr. Lloyd George would like to fix a time for the interview upon some day of the following week. Mr. Walsh, speaking for the Commission, replied that if they were to remain another week in Paris before receiving an answer to their request for the safe conducts, they wished to use the time in a visit to Ireland for the purpose of meeting the Representatives of the Irish people and of making a first hand investigation of conditions in Ireland.


As the passports of the members of the Commission did not include England and Ireland, it was necessary to have them amended, which was expeditiously done, the amended passports reading that the members of the Commission were going to Ireland on an “unofficial political mission,” and the forms of the passports wrewere made diplomatic, which greatly facilitated their movements.


It should be noted that after the visit to Ireland demands were made in the English Parliament for a full report from the Prime Minister as to whether or not it was true that he intended issuing safe conducts to the Irish Representatives, and also if it was his purpose to have an interview in Paris with the members of the American Commission.


Mr. Bonar Law, Leader of the House of Commons, made official answer for the Prime Minister, and stated that Mr. Lloyd George had not and never had the slightest intention of granting safe conducts to the Irish Representatives. He said that Mr. Lloyd George had agreed to the visit of the American Commission to Ireland, hoping upon their return that he could press upon them the “English point of view,” to be used as propaganda in America.


The Lord Chancellor, officially replying to the same questions in the House of Lords, likewise denied, on behalf of the Prime Minister, that there was ever any intention to grant safe conducts to Messrs. De Valera, Griffith and Plunkett, and declared it was the purpose of the Prime Minister to have present at his interview with the American Commission upon their return from Ireland, all of the American newspaper correspondents, so that he (the Prime Minister) might make a statement



of England’s attitude on the Irish problem, which would tend to allay the growing prejudice against England in the United States.


When the passports were handed to the American Commissioners on the morning of their departure for Ireland, Sir William Wiseman stated that Mr. Lloyd George wished the Commission to go to all parts of Ireland, if possible, and it was his especial request that they should visit Belfast.


Upon repeating Sir William Wiseman’s request to Messrs. Sean T. O’Ceallaigh and George Gavan Duffy, the Envoys of the Irish Republican Government at Paris, they joined in the request that we should make a close investigation of conditions in Ireland, and especially urged that we should visit the jails, particularly those in the larger cities, where, they asserted, hundreds of men and women were confined under circumstances of the most shocking nature.


Crossing the Irish Sea from Holyhead to Dunleary we came upon the first evidence of the military occupation of Ireland. The vessel and wharves swarmed with soldiers, fully equipped for the field, going to and coming from Ireland.


When we arrived in Ireland we found soldiers everywhere. A careful investigation, made on the day before we left Ireland, showed that the Army of Occupation numbers considerably over 100,000 men, to which accessions are being made daily. The troops are equipped with lorries, armored cars, tanks, machine guns, bombing planes, light and heavy artillery; and in fact all of the engines of war lately employed against the Central Powers.


In addition to this, there are approximately 15,000 members of the Royal Irish Constabulary. The constabulary is a branch of the military forces. They are armed with rifles, as well as small side arms, engage in regular drill and field manouvres. They are never residents of the districts which they occupy, and have quarters in regular government barracks.


After our arrival in Ireland we conferred with President De Valera as to the prisons which we should visit, and Mountjoy Jail, in the City of Dublin, was selected, for the reason that it contained a large number of political prisoners, many of them men of the highest character and standing. Mountjoy, so far as physical equipment and brutality of conduct goes, is not as bad as many of the other jails in Ireland.


We made our demand for permission to visit this jail through the Municipal Authorities of the City of Dublin. The Governor of the prison, a resident of England, who had been in office but a few weeks, refused



us admission. It was then explained to Sir John Irwin, Chairman of the Visiting Justices of Mountjoy Prison, that the Commission was travelling on diplomatic passports and was investigating conditions in Ireland, partly at the solicitation of the Prime Minister. With this explanation, Sir John Irwin, who is in supreme authority of the jail, over‐ruled the decision of the Governor, and we were admitted to Mountjoy.


When we appeared at the gate we were ushered into the office of the Governor, where we found Sir John Irwin. The Governor told us that we were to be admitted to the prison, but with the understanding that we should not speak to any prisoner, nor seek to fix the identity of any prisoner exhibited.


Although Mountjoy is called a jail, it is, as a matter of fact, a combination of jail and penitentiary. It is surrounded by a stone wall twenty feet in height, and is larger than any of the midwestern American penitentiaries such as Jefferson City or Joliet, and almost as large as Sing Sing. It has immense cell houses, built to accommodate approximately 1,000 prisoners. It is equipped with workshops, where men convicted of serious crimes are confined at hard labor. It is also used for the confinement of persons awaiting trial, as well as misdemeanants serving sentences for petty offenses.


Exclusive of the political prisoners, there were but twelve persons in confinement, all of them undergoing sentence for petty infractions of law.


One of the men who accompanied us upon the visit was an official of the City of Dublin, well acquainted with all of the political prisoners; so that we had no difficulty in identifying them. They were confined for the most part in groups, the majority of them being locked up in steel cages built in the yards of the prison, entirely outside of the buildings proper. These cages are exact duplicates of those used for wild animals in the larger zoological gardens, such as Lincoln Park and the Bronx, in the United States.


Statements had been made that unspeakable outrages were being committed against the persons of these men, and the most barbarous cruelties inflicted upon them. That they had been starved, beaten, confined in dark and noisome underground cells, otherwise maltreated, and kept for days with their hands handcuffed behind their backs.


We attempted to secure statements from the officers, either confirming or denying the charges. We were permitted to talk to no one inside the prison except the Governor. He stated that no such barbarities had been committed since he had taken charge of the prison a week



or two before. He refused to speak for any time prior to that. He at first denied that there were underground cells in the prison. We had been furnished, however, with a plan showing their location, and upon our insistence we were allowed entrance. We found a great number of cells underground, too narrow for human occupation, without beds or covering for the prisoners, no ventilation, pitch dark, and extremely cold, although the weather at the time was not severe. The Chief Warden admitted that these cells were at times occupied by prisoners.


Our information, well authenticated, is to the effect that a large number of political prisoners were taken out of the underground cells after we had demanded admission the night previous.


We found one of the political prisoners still in solitary confinement. He presented a pitiable spectacle. The miserable cell was cold and badly ventilated. He was in an unkempt condition, highly nervous, palpably undernourished. and had a wild glare in his eyes indicating an extremely dangerous mental state. He tried to speak to us, but was quickly silenced by the warder.


The political prisoners in this jail, without exception, are men of the highest standing: journalists, lawyers, business men, skilled tradesmen and laborers. Many of them, confined for months, have not been informed of the charge against them. All of them are denied the right of trial by jury. When charges are made—often of the most trivial character—bail is denied. They were all emaciated and appeared to be suffering from malnutrition. Of the thousands of German prisoners we have seen in France none of them showed such wretched physical condition, or had countenances so marked with pain as the prisoners in Mountjoy.


As we were leaving the prison we were attracted by shouts in the rear of the main hall of the prison. Looking around we saw Pierce Beasley, one of the political prisoners, an Irish journalist of the highest standing, and one of the most beloved men in Ireland, being hustled through the back door‐way by a burly prison guard.


Beasley cried out, “I want to call your attention to the fact that this brute who has me in charge is about to punish me for saying, Long Live the Republic.” We immediately protested against the assault on Mr. Beasley. The Governor of the prison hastened back to where the men were, and, after a hurried whispered conversation with the guard, returned and said that we could be assured that no punishment would be inflicted upon Mr. Beasley.


Upon our return from the prison we were furnished with detailed



statements of others who had been confined in the prison, exposing the vilest atrocities committed against prisoners.


Having received information that there were a large number of prisoners confined in a smaller prison in the town of Westport, County Mayo, which place was invested by troops, we announced our intention after leaving Mountjoy Jail, of visiting Westport. Shortly before the departure of our train upon the following evening two policemen appeared at our apartments, and handed us an unsigned typewritten letter, notifying us that we would not be permitted to enter the town of Westport, the only reason given being that it was “within a military area.” We proceeded, nevertheless, to Westport.


As we approached the town a company of soldiers met us about three miles out, and the lieutenant announced, in a surly tone that under no circumstances would we be permitted to enter. We demanded to see the Colonel, to whom we showed our passports, repeated the message of Mr. Lloyd George delivered through Sir William Wiseman, to the effect that he wanted us to visit all of Ireland, explained that we were conducting an investigation under the authority of the Prime Minister. We advised  him that we understood that revolting conditions existed in Westport. The Colonel, however, declared that he would take the full responsibility of not complying with the request of even so high a personage as the Prime Minister of England, though he stated that he was acting on orders from the government officials in Dublin.


Many of the persons we met in the vicinity corroborated the stories of brutal treatment, to which prisoners in  the Westport jail were being subjected, the details being horrible beyond belief.


During our visit to Ireland we witnessed numerous assaults in public streets and highways with bayonets and clubbed rifles, upon men and woman known to be Republicans, or suspected of being in favor of a republican form of government. Many of the outraged persons were men and women of of exemplary character, and occupying high positions in the business and professional life of the country.


We took statements covering hundreds of cases of outrage and violence committed  by the officers and representatives of the English Government in Ireland, the details of which we set forth herein.


The excesses and atrocities detailed are either being actually committed at the present time or have been committed within the recent past, as a part of a scheme and plan to crush out and repress the effort of the Irish people to establish a republican form of government in Ireland.




Upon the basis of what we witnessed ourselves, as well as statements of men and women of unimpeachable integrity, we make the following specific charges:



	(1) Within the past few months at least 10 citizens have been killed by soldiers and constables under circumstances which in a majority of the cases coroners’ juries found to be wilful murder under the laws of England; the last man having been murdered in this way less than one month ago.


In all of these cases the perpetrators of the crimes have gone unpunished.



	(2) Hundreds of men and women have been confined for months in the vilest prisons without any charges being preferred against them.



	(3) At least five men have died as the result of atrocities perpetrated upon them while in prison, the post mortem examinations in some of the cases disclosing marks of violence upon the bodies of the victims.



	(4) Prisoners are confined in narrow cells with hands handcuffed behind them day and night. In this condition they are fed by jail attendants. They are permitted no opportunity of answering calls of nature, and are compelled to lie in their clothing, befouled by human excrement, for days at a time.



	(5) Persons are confined in cells which are not large enough for one man. They are not provided with beds or bunks of any kind, but are compelled to sleep upon the bare floors. There are no toilet facilities or receptacles to contain the human offal, which necessarily accumulates upon the floors where men are compelled to sleep in the filth night after night.



	(6) The food is insufficient and unwholesome. Prisoners, men and women, are compelled to live for days upon water and poorly baked sour and stale bread.



	(7) Hundreds of men and women have been discharged from pailjail with impaired constitutions, and are in many cases incurable invalids as a result of their treatment.



	(8) During the past winter and spring streams of ice cold water were poured upon men confined in jail, and they were compelled to lie all night on cold floors in unheated cells in their wet clothing. Many of them were afterwards removed to outside hospitals suffering with pneumonia.



	(9) Police and Soldiers are habitually permitted to enter the cells where political prisoners are confined and to beat them with their clubs.



	(10) Solitary confinement in most horrible form is generally practiced. Numbers of prisoners have been taken directly from the jails to insane asylums, rendered maniacs by their treatment.



	(11) Large bodies of political prisoners, in certain jails, have been kept without any food whatever for days at a time.



	(12) The right of privacy no longer exists in Ireland. The homes of the people are constantly being invaded by armed men, and the occupants, including delicate women and young children, cruelly beaten and otherwise maltreated.



	(13) The children of suspected Republicans, many of tender years, are kidnapped, and their parents kept in ignorance of their whereabouts for weeks.



	(14) Women and children of refinement and respectability are arrested without warrant, and in company of rough and brutal soldiers transported to distant parts of Ireland and England, where they are confined in jail with the lowest prostitutes, some of whom are suffering from vile diseases and are compelled to use the same toilet facilities, and thus expose themselves to the danger of infection.



	(15) The right of private property no longer exists in Ireland. Places of business of Republicans are invaded by soldiers and constables, fixtures destroyed and property confiscated without compensation. In many eases the owners of such businesses and property are utterly impoverished.



	(16) Heads of hundreds of families have been jailed or deported, leaving dependent women and children without means of subsistence, and rendered objects of public charity.



	(17) Men and women on mere suspicion of having Republican sympathies are being taken from their homes and arrested upon the streets and highways of Ireland; deported to England, or confined in jails in remote places, while their distracted families are kept, sometimes for many months, in ignorance of their whereabouts.





Among the leaders of the Republican Movement in Ireland, many of whom have had these atrocities practiced upon their persons, are lawyers, such as Edward Duggan, George Nichols and John Hanrahan, who rank



relatively with such men in  the United States as Morgan J. O’Brien, John B. Stanchfield, Levi Mayer, or A. Mitchell Palmer.


Some of the men whom we actually saw in jail, in a pitiable condition, were newspaper men who rank with Henry Watterson, or the late Col. William R. Nelson of Kansas City. This comparison is made because two of the prisoners in Mountjoy, Messrs. Pierce Beasley and William Seares, are the owners or principal stockholders of papers which they edit themselves. Many others we actually saw in prison are working newspaper men and correspondents of high class publications, such as Charles H. Grasty, Frank H. Simmonds and Herbert Bayard Swope.


Among the men we saw in prison are stock‐raisers and farmers, business men of large affairs, and literary men of brilliant parts and of the highest character.


We witnessed while in Ireland a brutal and unprovoked assault by an English Colonel and a crowd of soldiers upon the person of Professor John Mac Neill. Professor Mac Neill is a member of the faculty of the National University, is an educator and publicist of the highest type, a member of Parliament, and occupies relatively the same position in Ireland that William Howard Taft or Nicholas Murray Butler does in the United States.





EDUCATION


If England ever had an educational system in Ireland it has completely broken down.


The Irish people are taxed more for the support of the police and constabulary, although the country is practically crimeless in the ordinary sense, than they are for the maintenance of the whole educational system of Ireland, including the upkeep of the National University, Trinity College, as well as all the primary and other schools in the land.


School teachers in the primary schools are paid as low as $4 per week.


No system of hygiene or sanitation has been installed. The teeth of practically all the children are in decay, and respiratory and throat troubles exist to an alarming degree.


Lack of decent clothing and under‐nourishment is keeping thousands of children out of school.









ANTI‐SOCIAL CONDITIONS


In the City of Dublin alone there are 20,000 families, on an average of five to each family, living in one room tenements. Infant mortality is appalling. Destitution and hunger are rife.


Municipal bodies and private persons attempt to extend relief, but such activities must have the sanction of the English Government, which is difficult, if not impossible, to obtain.







LAND LAWS


The much vaunted land laws have not appreciably aided in decreasing poverty in the agricultural districts.


Leaving out of the question the manifold defects and hardships in the operations of the law, all the farmer might gain by his ownership of the land is taken away from him by unjust taxes and monopolistic control of the necessaries of life.


When the first Land Law was passed in 1881 the direct per capita tax in Ireland was about $6 per head. At the present time the direct taxation, imposed by British law, amounts annually to the enormous sum of $45 per head.


Indirect taxation of the people cannot be accurately estimated, but is higher proportionately than in any other country in the world.


The age‐old curse of absentee landlordism still cuts deeply into the economic heart of Ireland. Hundreds of thousands of its most fertile acres are owned by foreigners. As quickly as the rich crops are garnered they are taken out of the country, and this immense food supply and almost infinite source of wealth is lost to her people forever.


England has cut off Ireland from the outside commerce of the world, allows no ship to come trans‐Atlantic to her ports, and thus controls the prices of the necessaries of life for her inhabitants.


This combined system of taxation and monopoly automatically takes away the legitimate profit from the farmer, no matter how fertile the land, propitious the season, or energetic the individual, and sucks the life blood out of all industry.








LABOR


Ireland has the best organized and most coherent labor movement in the world. It is being thwarted and suppressed by the army and constabulary. Wages of unskilled workers are below a line which means to them, hunger, cold and privation. The wage of skilled labor is far below the minimum for decent existence.


In many of the larger cities and towns the Trade Unions have a one hundred per cent organization. We met and interviewed almost all of the National leaders of labor. The heads of the National Irish Labor Party, which is in control of the situation, are, without exception, ardent Republicans, fully alive to their rights and insisting on self‐determination for Ireland. They have all been the innocent victims of atrocities against their own persons such as are enumerated herein, in the jails of Ireland and England.


They work along traditional trade union lines. If their country is not freed of foreign control and exploitation, and quickly, many of them declare that in sheer defence of their own lives, they will be compelled to set up local Soviet governments, and refuse longer to produce wealth for their oppressors.







THE REVOLUTION


Ireland for the first time in more than 100 years is absolutely cut off from England, its regularly elected members of Parliament having with few exceptions refused to go to Westminster. They are attempting, under the guns of the English soldiers, to hold orderly sessions in the Mansion House in Dublin.


There is a military organization of approximately 200,000 Republican volunteers of fighting age, poorly equipped as to arms, and without artillery. They appear to be well officered, and seemingly maintain a perfect organization, engaging in daily drills and frequent manoeuvres. Upon all sides may be heard declarations that they are ready to fight and die for the right of self‐determination, no matter how great the odds against them may be.


Guerilla warfare of the character which usually precedes major conflicts is now going on in Ireland. Almost every day there are fights between small detachments of the army of occupation and groups of Republican volunteers. One day the British soldiers prevail, with the



result that citizens are killed. In another day or two perhaps the Republican volunteers are successful, with the result that soldiers are killed. Frequently the British soldiery wound and capture the volunteers, and in turn the volunteers kill or wound the soldiers and retake the prisoners.


With a ferocity unparalleled even in the history of modern warfare, within the past few days men and women have been shot down in the streets of Dublin.


The killing by the British Government of these Republican volunteers would not settle the Irish problem. Those below the fighting age, and even the children of Ireland, are singing “The Soldier’s Song,” shouting “Long Live the Republic,” and trying to enlist in the revolutionary movement.*







ENGLISH TESTIMONY


Mr. Erskine Childers, an English writer of high repute, who served Great Britain throughout the war in the Royal Naval Flying Corps, coming out a Major, made the following declaration in regard to the Irish situation in the London Daily Herald of May 26, 1919:


“I could bomb a crowd from an aeroplane with a better conscience (and more skill) than engage in this cold blooded systematic condemnation of respectable people to the rigors and ignominies of jail life—to loss of health, loss of business and career, too often to loss of life not for breaking the moral law, but in very truth or obeying that universal law which impels men worthy of the name of men to become free.”



Lord Cavendish Bentinck, a Unionist Member of the House of Commons, within the last month declared upon the floor of that body, that England was not governing Ireland, but was engaged in a mere scuffle with the Irish people.


The Lord Chancellor of England, in an official report to the House of Lords within the last fortnight, made the confession that the vast majority of the people of Ireland were now in open rebellion against the rule of the British Government.


Right Honorable Herbert H. Asquith, former Prime Minister of



Great Britain, made the following statement upon June 2, 1919, which appeared in to‐day’s London Daily Mail:


“Lord French is at present Viceroy of Ireland, which to‐day is the darkest of the dark spots on the map, not of Great Britain, but of the world.”








DEMAND FOR INVESTIGATION.


All of the charges herein made are based upon the actual observation of the signers while in Ireland, or upon the statements of men and women of unimpeachable character, who are prepared to make direct legal proof of every crime and atrocity set forth.


The Government of Great Britain, up to this time, has measurably succeeded in hiding the details of these atrocities from the Peace Conference and the people of the world. From time to time, when crimes and atrocities are forced into publicity, they are met in three ways.



	(1) Some distinguished English statesman or high official, usually one without personal knowledge of the facts, solemnly denies the truth of the charges.



	(b) The British press impressively and unanimously denounces the charges as false, and carries many communications from persons claiming to have knowledge of the facts, and bearing testimony to their falsity.



	(c) Government investigations before partisan judges, where testimony is controlled by implicated officials, resort often being had to intimidation of witnesses and subornation of perjury.





In order that the Peace Conference may act in the light of knowledge of the conditions, and be fully advised as to the effort of England to keep the people of Ireland in subjection by military power and violence, in contravention of the principles for which the Peace Conference was convoked, we respectfully urge the appointment of a Commission to ascertianascertain the facts and report the same to the Peace Conference, and



respectfully submit the following alternative suggestions as to its formation and appointment:



	(a) That an impartial committee be appointed by the Peace Conference, authorized to sit in the cities of Dublin and London, to take testimony as to the alleged facts herein set forth.


None of the members of such a committee to be residents or citizens of Great Britain, Ireland, or any of  the countries under the domination of Great Britain, or over which that country claims to exercise a protectorate or control.



	(b) That a Committee of Seven be selected immediately in the manner following.


The Prime Minister of England shall select three members; the elected representatives of Ireland, including Unionists, Nationalists and Republicans, shall, by a majority vote, select three members of said Committee; that the six members thus selected shall agree upon a Chairman, who shall be a resident and citizen of the United States, France or Italy. In case of inability or failure to agree upon a Chairman, the selection shall be made by the Supreme Court of the United States. That the government of Great Britain and the elected members of Parliament from Ireland, as aforesaid, shall each have the right to select its own counsel, to conduct the examination of witnesses and assist in the investigation, the only restriction being that counsel so selected shall be reputable members of the legal profession in good standing in the country of which he or they are citizens.





We sincerely urge that if the Peace Conference refuses a hearing to the people of Ireland, in these circumstances, the guilt for the commission of these monstrous crimes and atrocities, as well as for the bloody revolution which may shortly come, must, from this time forward, be shared with Great Britain by the members of the Peace Conference, if not by the peoples whom they represent.



Respectfully submitted,
American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman.

E. F. Dunne.
Paris, June 3, 1919.












AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 6, 1919.

Dear Mr. President:



We have the honor to hand you herewith report on conditions in Ireland with demand for investigation by the Peace Conference.


On account of the serious and critical situation exposed by the report, we beg that you will be good enough to give this document your careful consideration, and also to present the same to the full Peace Conference or to the Committee of the Five Great Powers, whichever may be the proper course under the practice of the Conference.


With assurances of our great respect and esteem, we are,



Sincerely,

American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosure

The President of the United States,

Paris.














AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 6, 1919.

Sir:



We have the honor to hand you three copies of document entitled “Report on Conditions in Ireland With Demand for Investigation by the Peace Conference,” which we have this day transmitted to the President, with copy to Honorable David Lloyd George, Prime Minister of England.


In view of the fact that the Senate of the United States is now considering the subject of a new treaty or treaties with the Government of Great Britain, and on account of the further fact that the House of Representatives has heretofore passed a resolution in favor of Ireland’s right of self‐determination, which has not been acted upon by the Peace Conference, unless in secret session, of which we have had no advices, we respectfully request that you kindly transmit one copy of this document to the Senate and one to the House of Representatives of the United States, in conformity with the customs and practices of the State Department.


With assurances of our great respect and consideration, we are,



Respectfully,

American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosure

Hon. Robert Lansing,

Secretary of State of the United States,

Paris.














AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 6, 1919.

Sir:



Complying with your request of May 1, 1919, made through Sir William Wiseman, and assented to by Messrs. Sean T. O’Ceallaigh and George Gavan Duffy, the representatives at Paris of the Irish Republican Government, that we visit every part of Ireland, and especially Belfast, to ascertain the actual conditions existing in that country.


We have the honor to inform you that we have, except where prevented by the use of the military forces of the English Army of Occupation, visited the four provinces of Ireland, including Belfast, as well as the other principal cities and towns.


We have prepared a report covering the facts, with certain recommendations.


In order that the government of Great Britain may be informed, we herewith hand you copy of this report, which, in addition to the presentation of facts, contains a demand for an investigation under the authority of the Peace Conference.


We also wish to advise your government that the original of this document has this day been handed to the President of the United States, and that copies have been transmitted to the House of Representatives and the Senate of the United States, through the Secretary of State.



Respectfully,
American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman.

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosure.

Hon. David Lloyd George,

Prime Minister of England,

Paris














AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 8, 1919.

Your Majesty:



We herewith transmit to you our “Report on Conditions in Ireland With Demand for Investigation by the Peace Conference,” together with copies of letters addressed to your Prime Minister, Mr. David Lloyd George.


The original of this report has been delivered to the President of the United States for presentation to the Peace Conference, and copies have been forwarded to Honorable Robert Lansing, American Secretary of State, for transmission to the Congress of the United States.



Respectfully,
American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosures.

His Majesty George V.

King of Great Britain, London, England.














AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 8, 1919.

Sir:



Upon the 22nd ult., during the proceedings in the House of Lords on that date, as published in the London Times, you made a statement, in reply to a question of Viscount Midleton, as to the intentions of the Prime Minister with reference to giving publicity to the result of the findings of our investigation of conditions in Ireland.


We beg, therefore, to submit to you herewith, for presentation to the House of Lords, this report, together with copies of letter addressed to Honorable David Lloyd George, Prime Minister.



Respectfully,
American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosures.

Right Honorable Lord Birkenhead,

Lord Chancellor of England,

House of Lords, London, England.














AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 8, 1919.

Sir:



Upon the 14th ult., during the proceedings in the House of Commons on that date, as published in the London Times, you made an official statement as to the intentions of the Prime Minister with reference to giving publicity to the result of the findings of our investigation of conditions in Ireland.


We beg, therefore, to submit to you herewith, for transmission to the Cabinet, this report, together with copies of letters addressed to His Majesty, King George V, and Honorable David Lloyd George, Prime Minister.



Respectfully,
American Commission on Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosures.

Mr. Bonar Law,

Leader of the House of Commons. London, England.














AMERICAN COMMISSION

ON

IRISH INDEPENDENCE


Frank P. Walsh, Chairman

Edward F. Dunne

Michael J. Ryan



Patrick Lee, Secretary



Grand Hotel, Paris.

June 8, 1919.

Sir:



We have the honor to hand you herewith “Report on Conditions in Ireland With Demand for Investigation by the Peace Conference,” together with copies of letters addressed to the President of the United States, the American Secretary of State and the Honorable David Lloyd George, British Prime Minister, upon the same subject.


As you are doubtless aware, charges have been made that matters deeply affecting the peace of the world, such as the condition of Ireland, are habitually suppressed by English newspapers. In order that your paper may be thoroughly advised, and that there should be no misunderstanding upon the subject later, we take this opportunity to submit the enclosed documents.



Respectfully yours,
American Commission on  Irish Independence,

Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

E. F. Dunne.




Enclosures.

Editor, The London Times,

London, England.










This report was given publicity in Paris on the morning of June 3, 1919. Inasmuch as the report had the appearance of having been suppressed by all of the London papers except the Daily News and Herald, special copies were forwarded to the editors in London accompanied by identical letters as above.











After a silence of more than two weeks and upon the insistent demand of the English press, notably the London Times, Mr. Ian MacPherson, English Chief Secretary for Ireland, issued a categorical statement confessing many of the charges, denying others and making explanations in the nature of avoidance covering many of them. The answer of Mr. MacPherson was editorially denounced by the London Times as halting and evasive; by the London News, Manchester Guardian and London Herald as containing damaging and shameful admissions of misgovernment and violation of human rights in Ireland.






REPLY TO THE STATEMENT OF THE HON. IAN MACPHERSON, CHIEF SECRETARY FOR IRELAND, BY FRANK P. WALSH, CHAIRMAN OF THE AMERICAN COMMISSION ON IRISH INDEPENDENCE.


At the request of the Hon. David Lloyd George, Prime Minister of England, transmitted by Sir William Wiseman, Secretary of the British Embassy at Paris, and assented to by Messrs. Sean T. O’Calleagh and George CavanGavan Duffy, envoys of the Irish Republic at the Peace Conference, the American Commission on Irish Independence, represented by Hon. Edward F. Dunne, former Governor of Illinois, Michael J. Ryan, of Philadelphia, and myself, visited the four Provinces of Ireland, including Dublin, Cork, Belfast and other large cities, for the purpose of ascertaining existing conditions.


Upon June 3, 1919, the American Commission transmitted its report to the Peace Conference, at the same moment handing copies to President Wilson, His HajestyMajesty King George V, the Prime Minister of England, and likewise forwarding copies to the Senate of the United States.


The report contained a list of hideous atrocities being practiced upon the people of Ireland by the English Army of Occupation in Ireland. The report was suppressed by the English censor in Ireland, and the English press initially printed incomplete and garbled accounts thereof.


After a silence of more than two weeks and upon the insistent demand of the English press, notably the London Times, Mr. Ian MacPherson, English Chief Secretary for Ireland, issued a categorical statement confessing many of the charges denying others and making explanations in the nature of avoidance covering many of them. The answer of Mr.



MacPherson was editorially denounced by the London Times as halting and evasive; by the London News, Manchester Guardian and London Herald as containing damaging and shameful admissions of misgovernment and violation of human rights in Ireland.


Upon the 27th of July, there was released to the American papers, and all of the news agencies, an additional answer by Mr. MacPherson to the atrocity charges reported by the American Commission, making sweeping denial of the same.


An issue of fact is thus clearly raised. If the original charges are true, England should be execrated by the liberty‐loving people of the world, and Mr. MacPherson must go down in history as not only the prime mover and defender of the unspeakable crimes and cruelties set forth in the report but as a dishonest and untruthful person. If the charges are untrue, then the signers of the report should be exposed as malicious falsifiers.


The original reports of the American Commission contained the following:


In order that the Peace Conference may act in the light of knowledge of the conditions, and be fully advised as to the effort of England to keep the people of Ireland in subjection by military power and violence, in contravention of the principles for which the Peace Conference was convoked, we respectfully urge the appointment of a Commission to ascertain the facts and report the same to the Peace Conference, and respectfully submit the following list of suggestions as to its formation and appointment:



	(a) That an impartial committee be appointed by the Peace Conference, authorized to sit in the cities of Dublin and London, to take testimony as to the alleged facts herein set forth.


None of the members of such a committee to be residents or citizens of Great Britain, Ireland, or any of the countries under which domination of Great Britain, or over which that country claims to exercise a protectorate or control.



	(b) That a Committee of Seven be selected immediately in  the manner following:


The Prime Minister of England shall select three members; the elected representatives of Ireland, including Unionists, Nationalists and Republicans, shall, by a majority vote, select three members of said committee; that the six members thus selected shall agree upon a Chairman, who shall be a resident and citizen of the United States, France or Italy. In case of inability or failure to agree upon



a Chairman, the selection shall be made by the Supreme Court of the United States. That the Government of Great Britain and the elected members of Parliament from Ireland, as aforesaid, shall each have the right to select its own counsel, to conduct the examination of witnesses selected, shall be reputable members of the legal profession in good standing in the country of which or they are citizens.







The latest answer by Mr. MacPherson, published broadcast in America, consists mainly of bald denials, unsupported by any citation to [sic] the military authorities who have first‐hand information as to the truth or falsity of the charges, and without informative detailed proof to substantiate the same.


Assuming that England must eventually agree to an impartial court of inquiry substantially along the lines suggested herein, we make offer to prove the following:



ASSAULT UPON PROFESSOR MACNEILL


In addition to the statements of the investigators, who witnessed the assault, we will produce at least twenty impartial persons who saw the assault and who will testify to its brutal nature and the insults which accompanied it.





POLITICAL PRISONERS IN ANIMAL CAGES


To prove that the prisoners in Mountjoy Prison were exhibited in cages ordinarily used for wild animals, we will produce photographs of the cages unless they have been removed, in which event we will produce at least fifty prisoners who occupied them and a countless number of impartial witnesses who saw them.





VICTIMS RENDERED INSANE


We will produce the records of the jails and insane asylums, as well as the victims who have recovered, and the relatives of those who have not, to prove our charges that numbers of Irish Republicans were rendered insane by their treatment.





PNEUMONIA VICTIMS


We will produce hospital records, testimony of physicians of the highest standing, as well as intelligent and impartial witnesses who treated and saw the victims while suffering from pneumonia, caused by having cold water thrown upon them from a hose in different prisons, also names and death certificates of those who died from the treatment.







DEAD, WOUNDED AND DISABLED.


We will produce a list of the dead, those who were permanently maimed and disfigured by the atrocities practised upon them; also a list of those whose health has been shattered and who have been rendered incurable invalids by their treatment, all accompanied by names and dates.





VIOLENT SUPPRESSION OF LABOR.


We will produce proof that the leaders of the National Labor Movement have been arrested without being informed of any charge against them, confined in jail in many instances for weeks and months; that while so confined they were treated with extreme harshness and cruelty; that their activities are spied upon by an army of detectives and their meetings infested by agents provocative; that their orderly meetings have been dispersed by the military authorities and violent assaults committed upon the bodies of men and women seeking to carry on the orderly business of their organizations; that permanent machine gun emplacements have been erected and guns mounted thereon by the military engineers of the Army of Occupation, so that Liberty Hall in Dublin, the headquarters of the Irish National Labor Union, may be subjected to destructive assaults at a moment’s notice.





INDISPUTABLE PROOF OF OTHER CHARGES.


These, as well as the other charges in the original and supplemental report of the investigators, we are ready to substantiate not only by the testimony of the victims, but by hundreds of disinterested witnesses, including past and present members of the English Army and Royal Irish Constabulary, who, sickened at the atrocious acts they were called upon to perform and witness, either resigned their commissions or now stand ready to sacrifice their careers in the interest of humanity and justice.





The issue now has been clearly made and formally submitted to the people of the United States and the World by the official reports of the American Commission on Irish Independence and the formal reply of Hon. Ian MacPherson, Chief Secretary for Ireland, representing Great Britain in the controversy. We respectfully submit, not only in justice to the character of the signers of our original report, which we assert to have been unjustly and maliciously assailed, but to the cause of a righteous and enduring peace, that unless the English Government quickly agrees to the institution of an impartial court of inquiry by the Peace



Conference its case should go by default and England must stand convicted by thinking mankind as a cruel marauder of human rights and the one remaining government of the world imposing its rule upon others by force of arms and exploiting weaker peoples by ugly might alone.



Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

American Commission on Irish Independence.

New York, August 4, 1919.










COPY OF CABLEGRAM



New York, August 8, 1919.

Ian MacPherson,

Chief Secretary for Ireland,

Dublin Castle,

Dublin, Ireland.



Am forwarding you by mail to‐day reply to your statement denying facts set forth in report of American Commission on Irish Independence, dated June 3, 1919, so that you may be advised. Meantime I cannot overlook the issue of personal veracity and honor which you have injected into the controversy. This is to inform you that unless you immediately join in request for appointment of impartial committee of inquiry by the peace conference I shall publicly stigmatize you as a falsifier and your answer to our report as a piece of wilful mendacity on the part of a high official unparalleled in the field of crooked politics.



Frank P. Walsh, Chairman,

American Commission on Irish Independence.










"Amhrán na bhFiann" (The Soldier’s Song), now the national anthem of Ireland. It was written in 1907 by Peadar Kearney and set to music by Patrick Heaney. See https://www.tcd.ie/library/1916/the-soldiers-song/.




OEBPS/externalLink.gif





OEBPS/toc.xhtml


Report on conditions in Ireland with demand for investigation by the Peace Conference



			About


			Title Page


			Report on conditions in Ireland with demand for investigation by the Peace Conference








			[i]


			[ii]


			1


			2


			3


			4


			5


			6


			7


			8


			9


			10


			11


			12


			13


			14


			15


			[16]


			[17]


			[18]


			[19]


			[20]


			[21]


			[22]


			[23]


			[24]


			25


			26


			27


			28


			29








OEBPS/88x31.png
) ®O





