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RURAL YOUTH UNDER PRE-WAR CONDITIONS: PIERCE COUNTY, WISCONSIN

Tho They Are; Whet They Are Doing; What They Would Like
1940 — 1941
Rural leaders in Pjerce County, Wisconsin, as a part of their agricultural

and land use planning program, decided that they needed to know more about the

young people in their county. As a result of this desire this stﬁdy of rural youth

was undertaken in the winter and early spring of 1940. Assistance was enlisted
from the College of Agriculture, a representative committee was brought together
within the county to work out the general plans for the survey, a schedule was
drawn up, and with the assistance of a volunteer COmmittee_in each schodl digtrict

included in the survey, the field data were gathered.*

Who Was Included in the Study? =
; 5 e iy

This was designed as a study of young people iy Pierce county from 14 to 27
years of age inclusive.'and out-of-school. Although it was not so designed at the

time, subsequent events made this a study of rural youth under pre-war conditions.

*The major responsibility at this stage of the study was carried by Vernon Peroutky,
Ass't, Co, Apr. Agent; with some assistance from J. Donald McMurray of the Bureau
of Agr. Econ., USDA; H, G. Seyforth, Co. Agr. Agent; Edna Longseth, Co, Home Dem.
Agent; and A, F, Wileden, Rural Sociology Dept. of the College of Arriculture., The
tabulations were later made under the supervision of Don S. Anderson of the Agr.

“~®rom:—Pept., College of Agriculture, and member of-the Land Grant Collcge, BAE
Committee. This report was prepared by A, F. Wileden, Rural Sociology Dept.; with
the assistance of H. G. Seyforth, Pierce County ?gric‘ Agent; Don S. Anderson, Agr.
Economics Dept.; and Byron Jorns, Agr. Journaliénlaeﬁi., Wiecongin College of
Agriculture.
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"'he samnie includzd 24 school éistricts - This study attémpted to gafher data
from all ofjthése young ?eople living in-Eh-of:the county's 116 school distrfcts.
This was.believed to be‘about:a 0% ggmple of the'county and to fairly illustrate
the situation in the entire county. Factors watched in selecting the districts for
study 1ncluded‘tyﬁes of farming areas, nationality, mOftgage indebte@ness, soil
typés, rcligious groupings, ncarness to towns and cities  influencc of the river
and river fi;hing, and topography. The 24 school districts included two of the
cight incorporated villsges in the county.

A1l told L0O7 usablc replics werc sccurcd in this study, These ranged from 6 to
A& reoplics per echocel district. Thoy camc from cvery tovnship in the county ranging

from 7 in Isabelle to 73 in Oak Grovce.

There werc about twice as meny males
as fomales - When th& rcturns”worc v I TS
the analysis rcvcalcd about twico né mony
malcs as fomalcs, The replics included
270 malcs and 137 foﬁalcs. It is noted
that the proportion of girls living on
farms is much larger in the 14-20 yoars of

age group (about 73%) thon in the 21 - 27

yoors of age group (obout UU%),

About holf have alwars lived in the some school district - Fifty-two percent of

thesce young pcople had alwnfs livcd in the some school distriet in which they vere
then living. Form youth, however, ﬁnd moved less thon villeoge fouth, nnd. the mnlcs
hnd moved loss thon the femelecs., Futhermorc, while there was practicnlly no differ-
cnce for the mnles, tﬁé fcm&lcs in the 21 =~ 27'ﬂgc group hnd moved from their

originnl school district much morc than the 14 - 20 nge group.
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Most of the fathers of these youth were farmers - Sixty-two percent of all the

youth said that their fathers were farmers by occupation. Eighty-threc percent of
the youth living on farms said their fathers were farmers, while 18% of the youth
living in villages said their fathers were farmers, -The only other oceupation of
parents that ranked high in the comprrison was that 11.5 per cent of the village
youth reported their fathers to be merchants or salesmen,

Fathers! farms range from 20 to 139 crop reres - Of the fnthers who run farms,

over three-fourths range from 20 to 139 crop acres. In the class of farms 20 - 59
crop acres there is an aversge of 44.3 crop acres per farm, in the 60 -~ 99 class
there is an average of 75.5 crop acres, and in the 100 - 139 class there is an
average of 112.€ crop acres, The average total number of crop acres per farm for
all youth reporting wns 98.6 acres,

Anout one-fifth were married - Apout 21 percent of these young people were

married. 'The proportion for the females was almost one out of three and for the
males one out of six although the ageregate numbers were 4O and Yl respectively. °
The' proportion married was higher for farm than for village girls but about the
same for farm and village boys., Naturally the proportion of married youth was
highest in the upper age groups, but about one-seventh of the females 20 or less
years of age were married,
Employment

Other studies of youth have indicated that employment constituted a serious

problem, Attention was, therefore, given to securing data in thst field in this

study.




Most young ycoplec arc working ot their perent's home, without cash pernent

- About 62% of the unnarricd youth were working at their parcent's honc, threo-
fourths of then, according to their replics, mithout cosh peynent, There rere, of
course, neny nore frrn thon villege youth working ot their perent's hornec, and of
those who were, o highcr proportion vorked. “rithout regulsr eges,  Even sonc
narriecd youth reported working ot their orrontls horie, rbout holf of these writhout
cnsh poyment.

Most of thesc young people worled ~t hone beeruse they were "necded ot hone',
This wes the ense of nbout 85% of the frrn nrles, nbout 80 of the frrn fernles,
and cbout 62% of tho vill-ge forlos. On the other hnnd rbout 62% of the village
neles snid they ere notv vrorking namny fron hone bccausc ther vere "unnble to find

—aork!,

Most of young rien farming on their own were hired men - About 58 percent of
the young nen farming on their own were hired nen, zeﬁ were renters, llﬂ vere .
ovmers, and Tﬁ were shering the farn. The proportion of hired nen was higher
for the unmarried youth vhercas of the rontors thc proportion was higher for the
marricd youth. The average nunmber of crop acrce per frrnm was about 77,

Over half of all the youth rcportad sone wror!: with pay during the past twelve

months - Of the 342 youth who replied to this question, about 62% reported some

vorlt with pey during the past twelve months., For the male farm youth this was

principally farming and for male village youth it vas farming and office work.




For farn girls it was mostly housework, but for village girls office work ranked

equally important with housework.

Most of male youth hod had farming exmerience, females housework — An attempt

was made to discover what previous occupations these youth had followed., About
59% of the farm males and 35% of the villege males had hed farming experience., The
building trades and trucking also ranked high for the village meles. Also about
82% of the farm females and 50% of the village females had done housework. Office
vork renked second highest with the fernles having engagod about LU% of the village
girle and 22% of the farm girls.,

Oniy about 15 percent of all of these youth hed participated in any grovernment
worlz project---FERA, CWA, WPA, NYA, or CCC. Slightly more of the males had
prarticipated than females, and slightly more of the farm than village males,

Amount of cash income is very low - Over 70% of all of these youth reported an

annual income of less than $400. Almost Lnlf of these was less than $100. The
males had a slightly higher average income than the femnles, and the village youth
vas slightly higher than for farm youth,

About one~third carry life insurance - About 32% of these youth carried some

Torm of life insurance. More male youth cerry insurance than female, 37% as com-
pared with 20%, and more village youth of both sexes carry insurance than form
routh,

Farming, housework, office work, and militars service are the preferred occu-—

pations - An inouiry was made as to what occupation these youth would most lilre %o
follow. There was a variety of replies and some youth gave more than one prefer-
ence. The most freguent was for farming including about 34% of all of the males

and about 45% of the farm males. The village males preferrcd aviation, army, and




and many with truck or bus driving almost as popular. TFor females the most fre-—
quent preference of villege girls was office work as expressed by 39%, and of farm
girls was housework -expressed by 36%.

Almost two-thirds were satisfied with their present employment oonnortunities

- An inguiry wvas made as to whether these youth were saticfied in their present
position. It was significant to discover that almost two-thirds said they were
satisfied, but about one-third reportecd that they vere not satisfied. Fewer boys
were satisfied than girls, and fewer village youth than farm youth.

Recreation and Lelsure

The importance of recreation and social 1life ranked high in the thinking of
these young people.

Listening to radio, going to movies, and reading are the leisurec time

activities in which most take part - About 92% of all of these young people report

listening to the radio, 8u4% report going to movies, and g2% reading newspapers,
The participation of village youth is slightly higher than farm youth in each of
these activities, Then the males and females are compared, the participation of
the females is slightly higher than for the males. The highest participanté of

all are the village females,




Over half feel they want more recreation activities than they arc now cetting

- About 53% of all of these young people indicated thet thoy wanted more recreation
activitics than they were getting. About 60% of the females exprossed this desire,
and about 50% of the males. This desire was slightly higher for the village vouth
than for the farm youth, and slightly higher for the youth under 20 years of age
then the youth over 20 years of age.:

Hunting and fishing, hobbies most desired by males; cooking and sewingz by

females - An expression was sought of what interests or hobbies these youth- would
nost like to develop if they had an opportunity. The most pronounced preference
was expresced by the females, TO% indicating cooking and 68% sewing, These were
the popular preferences for females both under and over 20 years of age, and
living on the farm or in the village.

Of the males about 55% expressed a preference for hunting and 54% a prefer—

ence for fishing, Baseball also ranked high being about 40%, and mechanics 3&%.

These were the most frequent preferences of all male youth whether living on
farms or in village and regardless of age. However, basketball also ranked high
smong village youth.

Very few are mekine use of a recrestion hall, but most of them would use one

if it were availcble = The number of recresntion halls available is very limited,

rnd only about 13% reported they were using such facilities at the present time.
The males were using them slightly more than the femnles, nnd the village nore
than the farm youth, reflecting probebly both their locntion and foecilities avnil-
able,

Hdweﬁer. about 77% of all of these young people say ther would use such a

hall if it were available.. The males express a slightly greater desire to use
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them (83%) then the females (74%). Also, although they already have more such
facilities available, village youth express a somewhat greater villingness to use
them than farm youth, the proportions being 86% as compared with 72%.

Organization and Public Affairs

To what extent do routh share in the group and civic life of the communities
in which they live? This survey. included incuiry in that field.

Over half report no organizations with programs of interest t6 youns poople =

About 61% of these young people rcported that there were no organizations in their
community with programs of inter:-st to young peconle. This proportion was about
the same for farm and village youth., Of those avall-ble, sbout 18% said they were

el . -
church young people's societies, and 16% said they were 4H clubs,

Church and church organizations reccive the most sunport from routh - However,
although they do not have programs of special interest to them, youth do attend
meetings of a number of organizations. About 50% report attending church, and
about 27% attend church young peoples groups. These percentages are about the same
for both sexes. However, more village youth than farm youth rcport church atten—
dance, the figurcs being about 59% as compared with 45%.. On the othcr hand more

farm than village youth tale part in church young pcoples groups, the figurcs




heing 33% as compared with 17%. . These comparisons agein are about the samo for
both scxes. About,EO%-of,thesogyoung people, including ?5% of the males and 12%

of the females report attending no organization meetings of any kind,

About one-fourth have some group lgadership rosponsibility - About 26% of
all of the youth reporting indicated scme sort of office in at least onc organi-
zetion. This wae twicc as high for the females (hoﬁ)_as for the males (20%), and
Just a trirfle higker for villsge (30%) than farm youth (25%). This organization
leadership responsibility, was, highest in church voung people groups (13%), Sunday
school (10%), and church (3%). These figures arc bascd on 144 replies, nbout one-
third oflthe youﬁh 1pcludgd_in_thq,stu¢yf ;Iﬁ‘}ﬁ_p;obgbchtth‘those:wbo hnve 1no

leadership rosponsibilities are the ones who did not answer this qﬁestion.'

About.onenthird of'the maleé have'béen UF members, .and’ one-seventh TFA

members w‘Ah inqﬁiﬁy was3madel§f;thesé_male youth as to whether ther had ever been

aff#liat?d with 4H cluﬁ'wo:k or'éan;E;Aq; The reply-indicated that 32% had been

affiiiated.ﬁith da 4H club for oﬁé or more years. Over half of these was for two
years or less. About 38% of the farm males and 18% of the village males had had

UH affiliations,
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Avout 15% had had F.F.A. affiliation, being about 17% of the farm males and
11% of the village males. Two-thirds of these had been for two years or less.

About threc-tenths of the females have bcen YH members, and one-fourth have

been high school home economics club members - A similar question asked of the girls

r

indicated that a lower proportion (29%) had been UH members and a higher proportion

(25%) had been high school home economics club members. This proportion of LUH
members wag higher for farm girls (25%) and lower for village girls (21%), but high
school home economic club membership was lower for farm girls (19%) and higher for
village girls (33%). Girls seem to have stayed in both YH and home economics club

work longer than the boys.,

Most youth would like a scparate youth organization in their community,

usually of the mixed type - About 72% of all of the youth replying indicated they

would like a scparate youth organization in their community. This desire was
slightly higher for the girls being 86% as compared with the boys of which 65%
expressed such a desire. The desire was slightly higher for farm than village youth
Most of these youth including 72% of the females and 55% of the males expressed the

desire for a mixed group rather than a separate young men's or young women's group.
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These youth would like such groups to emphasize recreation and sociability,
approximetely one-third of a1l youth replying indicating cach of thesc ficlds. Abow,
one-sixth expressed o dosire “or emphasis on sports, cducation, or cooperation,

About all youth over 21 yeare of age vote - One hundred and ninety-cight of the

youth over 21 years of age answered the question as to vhether they vote s citizens
of the U. §. Apout 95% indicated that they did vote, this ratio being about the
same for farm and village youth. Only one of the vouth reported that he was not a
cltizen of the U, S.
Education
Aithough this was a study of out-of-schocl youth, the attempt was made to dis—
cover how much schooling these youth had had and why they did not go ferther,

Seventy-tvo percent of village youth, but only Y455 of farm youth went to h1gh

school -~ Slightly o rer half of all of these youth went to high school. Of these )1ﬂ,
about 329 % or about two-thirds graduated. However, over ?Eﬁ of the village youth went
to high school, over two-thirds of then greduating, vhereas only U45% of the farm
vouth went to high school of which only o little over half gra&uaﬁdd. Reversely .
about HBp of the farm youth stopped their education with the eighth grade or less,
while only 25% of the village youth were limited to this amount of formal education,
' | 4%
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of the reasons given for not further continu1ng their formal education, ZR

said they were needed at home (this included 42% of the farm youth ana 19% of the
village youth), ESp said thev were financially unable to go (this embracing 30p
of the village youth and | 5% of the farm youth), and 25% eaid they had no desire to
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About onc-seventh have had specialized cducation, often beyond high school -

Fifty-six, or about 1”% of all the youth included in this study, reported some form
of 5pccialiécd cducaéion. Of these hlﬁ reported attending a State Teachers College,
and 23% roported attending College or University. .About BOﬁ‘reporfed attending an
Azricultural Short'Cbﬁrgd; State Tcachers College attén&nﬁce ;#nkcd high among both
farm and village youth, “On the other hand, viilaéé yguth'aféend,dollege or univer-
sity while farm'yqqth a¥tend the Agricultural Short Course.

Some of the reasons for not coﬁtiﬁuiﬁg fheif speéinlized education are“
different from not continuing 1n_high_schobl.'."Finﬁncinlly unable" still ranks as
being important, but "secured a job" is also an important deterrent. "Neecded at
home" is still important with farm youth.

Agriculture and home cconomics nre the most froguent vocational courses - Less

than one~third of all of the youth included in the survey repbfted some training in

special vocational courses beyond the élementary'schobl. of thesé about 75% of the
males reported such training in agriculture. This was higher for fa;m than village
youth. About 69% of the females reported frainingrin home economics., This was about
the same for farm and village youth., Another field that ranked almost cqually high
among males and femalcs and farm and villaze youth was physical cducation, Commer-
clal training ranked high among the femnles and among village youth,

Very fow rcport special out-of=school (ndult) educntion training -« Only 3% of

the 407 youth included in this study reported any form of special out-of-school or
adult educational training. Of those that had such training the only form reported
with any noticesble frequency was "evening classes" about 61% or 20 of the 33'7
reporting such participation. Only 5 were réached by homne econgmics extension groups
U by University extension classes, and Y4 by Workers Education classes.

Home and Family

e have already indicated that about onoc-fifth of the youthlincluded in this

study were married. Whether married or not practically all of them are a part of

B -




some family situation. Data was aleo sougit, therefore, on their prrents family
situation as well as their own if they had one,

Of the youth who were married, about two-thirds vere parents - Ahout 65% of

the married youth had children of their own. A higher proportion of the married
farm youth than village youth had children, the figures being 68% as compared with
58%. Almost all of these were_young‘children, under 5 years of age. It vas inter—
esting to note thet 75% of the married youth replying were recred on forms, and
abéuf 704 6f their husbands‘qr wives were reared on farms. Even about one-third

of the married village youth and their husbands or-wives werc rcared on farms,

About one-third of parents! families speak a language other than English; mostly

German - About 65% of these youth report that no. langunge other thnn English is

spoken in their‘pafcnt's family., This was about the same in the fomilies of farm and
village yoﬁth. The rchaining one-third of the parents fomilies sperk one or more
foreign laﬁgunges. Aboutlhalf of those, or 17ﬁrof‘tkc total, spokec German. The next
in inportance was lorwegien, spoken more largel; by the village parents, followed

by Swedish and fhen Bohemiani speken by farm parents,

Mogt of these vouth como from ler:e femilies -~ Inquiry as to the size of the'

parents! families reo led tnat ebout 53p of these Jouﬁh came from families of five
or more ch;ldren. Abou* 11% came from six child familics. 105 from elght child
fami“iou, and 9% irom ten to twelvo child fqmilits. The size of thc parente! families
of farm youth ere larger than of village youth, sbout 57% of fhe farm as compared
ﬁith d5ﬁ of the village youth coming from familics_of 5 or more children., The

modal size of thc parents family of farm youth was 4 children as comparéd with 3
children for parents' families of village youth,

About four-iifths of "outh rcport both paronts living - About 79p of all of

these youth report that both their motner and father are living. Apout another
11% report that their mother is 1iving. A tr1f1e higher proportion of villsge than
farm youth report both of thelr parents living, as well as their mother living,

About 1% of all of the youth included in this study report both parents dead,
)"
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Over half express a reSponsibi;ity to their parents - About 58% of all of these

youth express a weponsibility to their parents. Of the farm youth 66% expressed such
a responsidility and of the village youth L2% expressed it. The principal expressed
forms among farm youth was to "replace hired hélp“ and "do housework". Among village
youth it was to "give financial help" and "do housework!,

Radio, sutomobile, and electric lights are principal convenicnces in parent's

home - Although there are some differences between farm and village youth as to the

9 94.%

conveniences in their parents' homes,

for all youth they ranked in frequency

as follows: 9U% had a radio; 86% had

éfEE;;E;::T\._ - an automobile, 61% had electric lights,

g i “
(Eng; i%: , ﬁ:ﬁi::*’ fh’,J (5- and 55% had electric appliances. It was
‘ /r[/ [ _.7‘\
== éi)"’ interos?ing to note, hovever, that the
parents'! homes of, farm youth had the most 5§L\@5 )
lllll- "-;:

automobiles, phonographs, and organs; while EL : 'l a 6/ 0‘;

the parents'! homes of village youth had ‘the Qéi_j>

most radios, electric lights, clectric applianccs, telephones, running water in the
house, pianos,.and furnaces.

About all of the families do some things together = About 96% of all these youti

reported that their family performed at least one of a list of several sctivities
together. This proportion was about the same for the families of farm and village
youth, . The most common of these, reported by about 705 of all of the youth, was
taking picnics and trips together. About 67 reported talking over fanily finances,
62% talking over household problems, and 605 talking business affairs. Singing
together; playing games together, and talking over children's educational plans were

reported in less than half of the families. The one noticeable distinction between




the familizs of farm and village youth was that about 707 of the families of farm
youth talked over buﬂiness'proﬁlems togother, whereas this was reported in only ulﬁ
of the families of village youth, *

] §ummary'nf Principal Needs

An attempt 'was nade to discover what the youth themselves believed their prin-

cipal prodblems and needs to be. Thils was asked as onc finnl guestion without a

check list or.any guidance in replying.’ About 40% of all of the youth included 1n‘
this study toolr the timc to write out an ~nswer to this question,

Recreation, recreation facilities, emnlorment, and organizations for youth

given ag principal needs - About U8% of all of these youth sald that more recreation

and social life was one of their principal needs. About 38% indicated the need for
recreation fﬂcilities (ineluding transportation), 26% indicatcd cmployment oppor-
tunities. and éuﬁ asked for organizations for youth. These preferences were about
the samé for farm and village jouth, but their order of importance was different.
While farm youth put more recreation and social life first..employment opnortunities
seécnd, and orgaﬁizations for ;outh third; the village youth put recreation facil-
ities first, more recrention and socinl life second, and community buildings third.
The need for employment opportunities did no;.rank near as important for village as

w15
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for farm youth.

Wheﬁ the replics were separated by sexcs, it was noticed that the males still
rut the need for more recreation and social life first, employment opportunities
second, and recreation facilities third. The females put more recreation ard social
life first, recreation facilities second, and corrmnity buildings and organizations
for youth tied for third importance. It is néticeable that the employment problen
is most acute with farnm boys.

If all of these expressed principal needs of youth were to be divided into a
few main categories, they would be sbout as follows in the listed frequency of
importance: nmore recrecation and social life and recrestional facilities, better
enployment opportunities with increased financial return, norc organizations for
youth with more opportunitics to shure in group enterprises, nore and better
educational opportunities, and improved moral standnrds and religious concern. Less
than 2% of the youth replying indicated that they believed youth in their comrunity

had no very pressing nceds.
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