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REPORT

OF

THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C., November 1, 1874.

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report, accom-
panied by the reports of the superintendents and agents ot the Indian
Bureau. The statistical returns are more than usually full and accurate.
From them will be gathered unmistakable indications of advancing
civilization among nearly all the different tribes of Indians, evinced by a
gain in all material prosperity, increased interest in and facilities for
education, and a growing geuneral disposition of good will toward the
Government. I believe that no year in the history of Indian relations
with the Government has witnessed such a marked general movement
toward the civilization of the Indian. For three years the appliances
of civilization have been brought to bear with increasing force upon the
red men of the country, and the results produced are gratifying and
most hopeful for the future.

At twenty-one agencies, Indians who at the beginning of this period
made no effort and showed no inclination toward Jabor or self-support,
or education for their children, seem now to have settled into an earnest
purpose to adopt a civilized mode of life, and to learn to provide for
themselves.

For convenience of reference and remark, the Indians of the country
may be classified under three heads:

Trirst. Those that are wild and scarcely tractable to any extent beyond
that of coming near enough to the Government agent to receive rations
and blankets.

Second. Indians who are thoroughly convinced of the mnecessity of
labor, and are actually undertaking it, and with more or less readiness
accept the direction and assistance of Government agents to this end.

Third. Indians who have come into possession of allotted lands and
other property in stock and implements belonging to a landed estate.

]
A CENSUS OF THE TRIBES BY CLASSES.

In the first class are enumerated 98,108, who may be catalogued as fol-
lows: 46,663 out of abount 53,000 Sioux; 420 Mandans; 1,620 Gros Ven-
tres; 4,200 Crows; 5,450 Blackfeet, Bloods, and Piegans; 6,153 Utes in
Colorado and New Mexico; 9,057 Apaches in New Mexico and Ari-
zona; 2,000 Navajoes in New Mexico; 4,975 Kiowas and Comanches in
Indian Territory; 6,318 Cheyennes and Arapahoes in Indian Territory,
Wyoming, and Dakota; 5,352 Chippewas in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and
Michigan ; 300 Nez Percés in Idaho; 1,600 Shoshones and Bannacks in
Wyoming; 1,000 Shoshones and Bannacks in Oregon. .

O



¥
4 REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDJAN AFFAIRS.

The second class, to the number of 52,113, is summed as follows:
5,769 Chippewas and Menomonees in Minnesota and Wisconsin, 338 Sac
aund Fox in Towa, 4,622 Sioux, 730 Poncas,and 975 Arickarees in Dakota;
3,289 Pawnees, Omahas, Otoes, and Sac and Fox in Nebraska; 1,829
Flatheads in Montana; 2,700 mixed Shoshones, Bannacks, and Sheep-
Eaters in [daho and Wyoming; 1,200 Nez Percés in Idaho; 355 Kick-
apoos, 365 Kaws, 345 Comanches, and 2,372 Osages in the Indian Ter-
ritory ; 1,200 Pai Utes on reservations in Nevada; 575 Utes in Utah;
1,900 Mojaves, Chemehuevig, and Hualapais in Arizona; 9,068 Navajos
in New Mexico, and 15,056 among the different.tribes in Washington
Territory, Oregon, and California.

The third class, numbering 100,085, includes 5,140 Senecas and other
Indians in New York, 11,774 Chippewas and other Indians in Michigan,
‘Wisconsin,and Minnesota; 2,780 Sioux at Sisseton, Santee, and Flandreau
agencies; 226 Iowas and 1,785 Winnebagoes in Nebraska ; 750 Potta-
watomies and Kickapoos in Kansas ; 500 Osages, 16,000 Choctaws, 13,000
Creeks, 6,000 Chickasaws, 2,438 Seminoles, 17,217 Cherokees, and 4,141
belonging to smaller bands in the Indian Territory; 1,000 Eastern
Cherokees in North Carolina: 1,307 Nez Percés in ldaho; 5,122 Yaka-
mas and others in Washington Territory, and 10,905 Pueblos in New
Mexico and Arizona.

Within the third class, modified somewhat, might be included 4,300
Pimas and Maricopas, and 6,000 Papagoes, in Arizona, and a majority
of the 5,000 Mission Indians in California, all of whom were once citi-
zens under the Mexican government, and all receiving no governmental
aid beyond the care of an agent and a small disbursement for educa-
tional purposes; and if at any time during the last generation it had
been possible for them to have received suitable lands in severalty, they
would now be in as tolerable a condition of comfort as most of their
white neighbors.

A fourth class of roamers and vagrants might be enumerated, con-
sisting of 600 Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies in Wisconsin, 250 Sac
and Fox in Kapsas, known as Mokohoko’s band, 6,000 Shoshones, and
others in California, 2,500 Indians on the Columbia River; 1,945 Western
Shoshones in Nevada; 3,221 Utes in Nevada, Utah, Colorado, and Ari-
zona; 2,420 Yumas and others in Arizona, and 500 scattered Indiaus in
North Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, and Texas.

THE WILDER TRIBES.

Respecting the Indians enumerated in the first class, this general
statement is true: A decided advance has been made during the year in
the direction of secaring control and influence over these the wildest of
the tribes in the country; and the way has opened quite perceptibly for
a uch larger and more hopeful work among them during the coming
year. They are as yet unreached by missionary work, and are in their
native paganism, whose superstition often forbids their being counted
for enrollment and the attendance of their children at school. It isfrom
Indians in this class that any such hostilities are to be apprehended as
hereafter to require the presence or use of the military; and, with the
exception of possibly seven thousand to ten thousand, none of these are
properly designated hostile; and the hostiles themselves are so scattered
and divided in cliques and bands that, except under extraordinary provo-
cation, or in circumstances not at all to be apprehended, it is not prob-
able that as many as 500 Indian warriors will ever again be mustered at
one point for a fight; and with the couflicting interests of' the different
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tribes, and the occupation of the intervening country by advancing
[ settlements, such an event as a general Indian war can never occur in
the United States. This opinion finds strong confirmation in the fact
that the highly disturbed feeling among the Sioux during the past sam-
mer has not led to an attempt at war, and that military posts have been
successfully established at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies, in face
of" the violent declaration of the Indians that no soldier should ever
cross the North Platte. The feeding process, which has been now con-
tinued for six years with the Sioux, has so far taken the fight out of
them that it was impossible for a portion of the more warlike non-treaty
bands to prevail upon their brethren, who have been sitting down at the
agencies along the Missouri River, to risk the loss of their coffee, sugar,
and beef in exchange for the hardships and perils of a campaign against
soldiers. As a result, the Custer expedition penetrated to the very
heart of their wild country and returned without meeting opposition,
and the military camps at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies are in
safety, though surrounded by a force of fighting men from ten to twenty
times larger than their own number. To have tamed this great and war-
like nation down to this degree of submission by the issue of rations is
in itselt a demonstration of what has been often urged—that it is cheaper
to feed than to fight wild Indians.

The first requisite in the management of all the Indians in this ¢lass
is firmness. All outragesor depredations should be followed up promptly,
and punished at all hazards and at any cost. Any leniency which comes
in to prevent such exercise of firmness is an expensive and mistaken
kindness, which is sure to end in great suffering caused by the necessity
for greater severity. The necessity for making the present war upon
- the Comanches and Cheyennes in the Indian Territory has resulted
largely from a failure to observe this rule. The military force now
stationed around and among these wild In-ians is deemed sufficient for
their restraint, there being no reason to expect that the same amount of
military service will be needed to keep the peace during the coming
year as has been required and effectively rendered during the past.

It is confidently believed that even the present appliances, if held
steadily to bear upon this class of Indians, will diminish its numbers
year by year, by inducing them, partly through increasing confidence
and partly through stress of circumstances, to undertake some sorv of
civilized labor.

THE PARTIALLY CIVILIZED.

The 52,113 people embraced in class two may be properly designated
as Indian novitiates in civilization. They have largely broken away
from heathenish practices, are generally abandoning the medicine-dance,
and have come directly under the influence of religious teaching. With
scarcely an exception, their progress in civilization seems to kéep pace
with the breaking down of their pagan notions. They have furnished
the subjects upon which the main labor of the year has been bestowed
by the agents, and by this labor its ranks have been largely recruited
from those hitherto wild and intractable. A glance at almost any one
of the reports of the agents will show the enthusiasm and hopefulness
which have been inspired by the marked improvements they have wit-
nessed.

For this class of Indians the beginnings of civil government, a large
increase of school facilities, lands in severalty, and generous assistance
in furnishing teachers of trades and agriculture, together with farming
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implements, seeds, and stock, are needed; and wherever any tribe in this
class is receiving cash annuity by treaty, that treaty should be so far
amended or annulled as to make all bounty and aid by the Government
come to the Indian ward in the form of payment for labor performed.

If, according to the testimony of faithful and trustworthy agents, who
speaking* from personal observation and contact with the facts know
whereotf they affirm, such bountiful and hopeful results have been pro-
duced among them, in spite of the present disabilities and difficulties, no
candid mind can question the sure and rapid returns which will come
it the reasonable requirements of their case can be met by appropriate
legislation.

THE CIVILIZED.

The third class, numbering 100,085, composed of Indians who, without
violence to the term, may be called civilized, is most numerous. All of
these have been greatly assisted in attaining to their present condition
by the direct and long-continued religious teachings and influences of
missionaries. The great need of a majority of this class of Indians at
the present time is a qualified citizenship, and yet most of them hesi-
tate to take.any steps which propose to lead them out of the tribal con-
dition. Pride of nationality, dread of competition with the enterprise
of white men, and fear of loss of property by taxatioun or suit for debt
cause this hesitation among the mass of the less educated; while the
more forehanded and better educated among them, being generally the
government de facto, and thus intrasted with funds and power, are in
no haste for a change. Both classes appeal most strenuously to the
letter of their treaties, which requires the United States to protect them
as sovereignties forever; and the question will sooner or later arrive at
this point, as in the case of cash annuities, whether the Government
will hold itself bound forever by the literal terms of its bargain with its
wards, to the palpable damage of both contracting parties.

Of the roamers, numbering about 14,000, little can be said except that
they are generally as harmless as vagrants and vagabonds can be in a
civilized country. They are found in all stages of degradation produced
by licentiousness, intemperance, idleness, and poverty. Without land,
unwilling to leave their haunts for a homestead upon areservation, and
scarcely in any way related to or recognized by the Government, they
drag out a miserable life. Themselves corrupted and the source of
corruption, they seem to serve by their continued existence but a single
useful purpose, that of affording a living illustration of the tendency
and eftect of barbarism allowed to expend itself uncured.

THE SIOUX PROBLEM. .

These Indians, comprising seventeen different bands, are the most nu-
merons tribe in the United States. Forty-six thousand seven hundred and
tifty-three have received rations from the Government at eleven different
agencies. The wilder portions of this tribe, who have as yet consented
to visit an agency only on an occasional raid for rations, are variously

estimated from five thousand to ten thousand, making the whole num-
ber of Sioux not far from 53,000. As a whole, this tribe is as yet un-
reached Dby civilization, except so far as their necessities and inclina-
tions have led them to receive rations and annuity goods from the hands
of Government agents.

The problem of the future of this tribe is a serious one ; not so much
on account of numbers or wildness as from the fact that the country
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they inhabit is not adapted to their support in a civilized mode of life.
Undoubtedly a much larger number of white people could maintain
themselves by farming and herding in the vast domain assigned to the
Sioux, but this is possible only to a people trained to such habits of
thrift and industry as would enable them to sustain themselves for one
year, or even two, in event of loss of erops by drought or grasshoppers.
An Indian farmer must be far along in civilization before he will have
become forehanded enough for such an emergency, and it would be
scarcely possible for the Sioux to come from barbarism to this condition
in a country where they are liable to such losses two years out of five.
It may be said that the Government can come to their aid and carry
them over these occasional years of failure; but such help, teaching the
Indian to rely on other resources than his own, would be a constant
lesson in improvidence, and thus tend to defeat the end in view. The
larger portion of the Territory is unsuited to herding on account of the
severe winters, which make it necessary to provide hay during several
months of the year. Proper care of cattle in such cireumstances pre-
supposes a degree of civilization of Indians which would place them
above all necessity of Government guardianship. The ponies which the
Indians now raise in large numbers, being more hardy than cattle, sur-
vive the cold and hunger of a Dakota winter with such support as they
get from the grass under the snow, and the bark of the cotton-wood
tree. But these ponies, even if a market was found for them, could not
be raised in sufficient numbers to furnish a means of support to a peo-
ple in civilized life.

The Sioux now upon the Missouri River can possibly find suitable soil
and wooded country sufficient for as large an experiment of civilization
as they can for some years to come be induced to undertake, though not
without serious disadvantages. Many of these Indians along the Mis-
souri, as will be seen by the reports of their respective agents, are al-
ready beginning in earnest to labor for themselves. The stock cattle
furnished at Cheyenne, Crow Creek, and Yankton agencies one year ago
have been as well cared for by these Indians as could have been ex-
pected, and more are now called for by others at these agencies and at
Red Cloud and Spotted Tail. The experimentin this direction at Grand
River was not so successful. This process of settling down will gradu-
ally extend until the bands along the river are brought into a degree of
civilization that will render them no longer hostile or dangerous. to
neighboring settlers ; but it isnot at all likely that the country will fur-
nish them with such farms and means of subsistence as to make it un-
necessary to provide for a certain portion of their support yearly ; and
the furnishing of this support will, in itself, retard and in many ways
damage the process of civilization.

For the main portion of the Sioux Nation living in Northern Montana,
and west of the Missouri River in Dakota, there is not even this degree
of hopeful prospect, on account of the barrenness of their country.

THE BLACK HILLS EXPEDITION.

A military reconnoitering expedition to the country in Southwestern
Dakota, known as the Black Hills, occasioned great excitement among
the whole Sioux people during the summer. They regard it as a palpa-
ble infraction of their treaty stipulations, and were filled with the appre-
hension that it mightlead to their exclusion from a country held sacredly
their own, and highly prized as their home and last refuge from the en-
ctoachment of settlements. The exaggerated accounts of rich mines
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and agricultural lands given in the dispatches of the commander and
explorers and correspondents of the expedition intensified the eagerness
of the people all along the border to take possession of this country.
Notwithstanding the subsequent correction of these exaggerations by
statements on reliable information that no indications of mineral wealth
were found, and that the lands were undesirable for white settlements,
together with the strict prohibition by the War Department of any in-
trusion into the Territory, exploring and mining expeditions have been
fitted out at Yankton, Bismarck, and other points, and have started to
the Black Hills. Some have been driven back by the Indians with loss
of life and property, and others are supposed to be on their way. Itis
not believed, however, that any serious complication will arise from this
source. If neither the military nor Indians should be able to guard
their country, the explorers themselves will probably soon become sat-
isfied of its undesirableness to them, and will voluntarily relinquish
their projects for mining or settlement. It is not improbable, however,
that legislation will be sought, meanwhile, by which to procure the
opening of this country to settlement. Such a course cannot be too
strongly deprecated, and should be opposed in every form. Scarcely a
greater evil could come to the Sioux people than the disturbance and
demoralization incident to an attempt to dispossess them of their coun-
try. ,
A NEW AGENCY NEEDED.

The Minneconjou, Sans Are, and Two Kettle bands, which have made
the Black Hills country their home and special retreat, are for the most
part wild and non-treaty Indians, though probably a majority of them
have been accustomed for several years past to receive more or less
rations during the three or four months of the winter at different agen-
cies, but mainly at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail. Their presence at
these agencies causes disturbance and irregularities of many kinds, and
the agent has not heretofore had for his support a sufficient force to
enable him to prevent them from taking for themselves, from the Gov-
ernment stores purchased for other Indians, such quantities of rations
as they have demanded. This has required additional supplies and
necessitated annual deficiency appropriations. To remedy this evil
Congress at its last session was requested by the Department to estab-
lish a new agency in the region of the Black Hills, and provide support
for these Indians by themselves; but the necessary legislation was not
secured, and these wild Indians are already coming from their partially
successful buffalo-hunts to the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies to
spend the ensuing winter. The presence of the military force now es-
tablished at these points will probably prevent any serious disturbance
or violent demands at these agencies for rations like those of the last
winter; but it will not prevent the desperation which would come from
starvation, and the consequent depredations upon settlements in Ne-
braska and Wyoming. For it is not-to be supposed that wild Indians,
numbering from seven to ten thousand, will long suffer from hunger
.within two days’ ride of the herds and granaries of white men. There
can be no question as to the expediency of supporting Indians by regu-
lar issues of rations when the alternative is their support by plunder.
And as all the reasons heretofore urged for the establishment and sup-
port of an agency for these non-treaty Sioux are still pressing, and with
the increased force which further observation and experience have fur-
nished, I respectfully suggest that Congress be again requested to pro-
vide such an agency, and also to make the deficiency appropriation
necessary to provide for their subsistence during the ensuing winter.
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RELINQUISHMENT OF HUNTING PRIVILEGES IN NEBRASKA.

It will be seen by the report of the commissioners appointed to nego-
tiate at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies for the relinquishment
of the privilege secured to the Sioux by the treaty of 1868 to hunt in
Nebraska, and to find a suitable location for the Spotted Tail agency,
that the purpose of the commission was not fully accomplished; but it
is expected, as the result of their conference, that the Indians, in consid-
eration of $25,000 offered in exchange, will yet consent to the relinquish-
ment of the privilege of hunting south of the Niobrara, in Nebraska.

Their right to roam over Wyoming also still exists according to treaty.
Probably an inquiry as to the strict observance of treaty stipulations
by the Sioux would reveal the fact that, long since, by committing depre-
dations and refusing to point out or deliver up the depredators, they
have violated some of the most important provisions of their treaty, and
that the Government, if so disposed, could find justification for declaring
the treaty abrogated, and thus compel the Sioux to remain within their
reservation. The object desired, however, can, in my judgment, be more
readily and economically attained by purchasing the relinquishment of
this right of roaming.

SPOTTED TAIL AGENCY LOCATED IN NEBRASKA.

The attempt of the commission to find a suitable location for the
Spotted Tail agency confirms the opinion heretofore entertained as to the
general barrenness of this reservation. The site selected—and the only
one found after long and wide searching at all desirable or practicable
for locating the Indians with a view to their civilization—is in the State
of Nebraska, ten miles from the southern line of Dakota. Both the Red
Cloud and Spotted Tail agencies are now without the- limits of the res-
ervation, being situated on a portion of Nebraska reserved by treaty
for the exclusive use of the Indians. It will be largely for the advan-

- tage both of the Government and Indians if the southern divide of the

Niobrara River can be made the boundary of their permanent reserva-
tion in place of the southern line of Dakota. Besides affording a nat-
ural boundary, instead of an imaginary line not easily distinguished by
Indians, this would furnish a country suited to an experiment in Indian
agriculture and herding.

If this country is not retained, the alternative is the entire and per-
petual support of a large number of the Sioux by the annual appropri-
ations until under the slow but certain process of demoralization the
tribe shall become extinct. This will require several generations and
millions of money. For this reason I regard the retention of this por-
tion of Nebraska for Indian purposes as absolutely essential to any
humane or economical plan for the care of the Sioux.

THE WILD TRIBES IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

The apprehension expressed in my last annual report, that without
calling for vigorous operations by the military it would be impossible
to put a stop to the constant and murderous raiding by Indians belong-
ing in the southwestern portion of the Indian Territory, have been fully
realized. For several years past the Comanches and Cheyennes have
not for any length of time fully ceased their raids. The Kiowas made
a covenant never again to raid in Texas, and substantially observed it
80 long as the question of the release of their chiefs, Satanta and Big
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Tree, from the State penitentiary was pending; but since their release
there is little doubt that some of the Kiowas have joined the Comanches
in expeditions for plunder and murder.

MISTAKEN LENIENCY.

There can be no question but that the necessity of fighting these In-
dians would have been obviated by firmness and promptness in procur--
ing the punishment of the crimes of individual Indians and of white
marauders in their territory. For along time past it has been the prac-
tice of the Government to solemnly promise Kiowas, Comanches, and
Cheyennes that any further raiding in Texas would be promptly and
severely punished by the military, but when the Cheyennes and Co-
manches, having continued to raid with searcely any abatement, have
been again arraigned, the promise has been redeemed by a second issue
of the same tenor. Under this impunity in crime these Indians have
become bold and defiant. Added to the demoralization produced by
this mistaken leniency was the aggravation of frequent loss of property
by white thieves from Texas and Kansas raiding upon their bherds.
Some of the well-disposed Indians, who had induced others of their
tribe to surrender stolen stock, were the parties who suffered most from
this white thieving. Taking advantage of this demoralization and ex-
asperation, it was not difficult for some of the wilder and more unman-
ageable braves to inaugurate hostilities by assassinating the clerk at
the Cheyenne and Arapahoe agency, and by the murder of teamsters
and the plunder of a train freighted with Indian supplies.

PUNISHMENT OF HOSTILES BY THE MILITARY.

In July, Agents Haworth, Miles, and Richards were directed to call
in and enroll at their agencies all Indians who were prepared to remain
peaceful and law-abiding, and the military authorities were requested to
bring to punishment all who joined themselves to the hostiles. This
has resulted in a vigorous campaign against nearly all the Comanches
and Cheyennes®and more than one-half of the Kiowas. By the latest
advices received from the agents and military commanders, it is believed
that these intractables have been effectually chastised, and arve prepared
to submit to proper regulations and restrictions. So far as the Office is
advised the campaign has been successfully conducted, without the bar-
barity of indiscriminate slaughter which has sometimes attended war-
fare upon Indians, and such methods have been adopted as have brought
the punishment directly and almost exclusively upon the hostile per-
sons.

PROPOSED RADICAL CHANGES FOR THE HOSTILES.

The question of the future of these wild Indians has been seriously
considered. - Their deep and avowed aversion to any settled life cannot
be overcome so long as they are on the borders of the vast unoccupied
plains and almost within sight of herds of buffalo. And while they
continue in this unsettled life by the chase it will be well-nigh impossi-
ble to render settlers in Northern Texas and in New Mexico secure from
pilfering and murderous attacks by small parties of individuals of these
tribes. The interests, therefore, both of citizens and Indians require
the adoption of radical measures. Their hostilities during the past
summer are a practical abrogation on their part of treaty right. The
Government, having subjugated them by arms, will be at liberty in deal-
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ing with them to have reference hereafter only to what is right and best
for them, and in my judgment the following course is practicable, expe-
dient, and humane : Procure from the Cherokees, Choctaws, and Chick-
asaws a sufficient quantity of land, in four different tracts, suited to herd-
ing and agriculture, and disarm and dismount these wild Indians and re-
move them to these localities, furnishing them cattle in return for their
ponies, and rations and clothing in return for their labor in building
houses and opening farms for themselves.

The priucipal objection to such a course will be found in the neces-
sarily large expense for the first two or three years, additional to the
amount now required for rations and clothing. Allowing for stock and
implements and house-building $250 to a family, about $500,000 annu-
ally for the next two or three years will be needed. But this course,
pursued for three years, will practically relieve the Government from
further annunal expenses, except for schools and a few employés. The
cost of lands required for their new location will be more than compen-
sated by the territory relinquished in exchange; and this relinquished
country may be held for occupation by other and peaceful Indians to be
removed to the territory, or may be surrendered for homesteads of set-
tlers. This course, successfully pursued, will put an end to depredations
by these Indians, and thus save a large expense to the Government.
During the past five years claims for depredations committed by these
Indians have been aliowed by the Department in the amount of nearly
$1,000,000. These claims represent actual damage sustained, and in
the main will be recognized as just and be paid by the Government.

These facts establish conclusively the economy of the proposed re-
moval. Of its humanity and kindness there can be no question ; and if
adopted at the present favorable time, when the consent of the Indians
thereto may be required as the condition of their return to allegiance
and support by the Government, it will, in my judgment, be found en-
tirely practicable.’

NORTHERN ARAPAHOES AND CHEYENNES.

A portion of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes who belong in the Indian
Territory are still roaming among the Sioux in the vicinity of Red Cloud
agency. In accordance with the provisions of the act appropriating
$25,000 for their support, the agent has been instructed to withhold any
further rations until they remove south. Such removal, however, has not
been deemed advisable, pending the settlement of hostllltles in the In-
dian Territory.

THE INDIAN TERRITORY WITHOUT LAW.
Lawlessness and violence still continue in the Indian Territory. The

two or three United States marshals sent to enforce the intercourse
laws by protecting Indians from white thieves and buffalo-hunters have

been entirely inadequate to cover a country of 30,000 square miles, and"

out of this inadequate administration of law have come the irritation
and retaliation which have led to the present hostilities.

The constitution adopted by the Ocmulgee council in 1870 has not
been ratified by the legislatures of the several civilized tribes of the Ter-
ritory, and all efforts on the part of the Indians to establish a govern-
ment have failed. Such administration of the law in this country as is
possible through the United States district courts of- Arkansas scareely

deserves the name.  Practically, therefore, we have a country embmuug.
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62,253 square miles, inhabited by more than 75,000 souls, including
50,000 civilized Indians, without the protection of law, and not infre-
quently the scene of violence and wrong.

The necessity of establishing a government in some form, or at least
a United States court, for these people is manifest, and I respectfully
recommend that this necessity be again clearly laid before Congress.

REMOVALS TO THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

The Indian Territory has a population at present averaging a little

over one inhabitant to the square mile. The unoccupied portions of

this country are sufficient in extent to furnish a homestead to every
Indian family in the United States, and it has heretofore been consid-
ered feasible eventually to domicile a large majority of the Indians in
this Territory. Experience, however, shows thatno effort is more un-
successtul with an Indian than that which proposes to remove him
from the place of his birth and the graves of his fathers. Though a bar-
ren plain without wood or water, he will not voluntarily exchange it
for any prairie or woodland, however inviting. .

The 5,000 Pimas and Maricopas, a peaceful and agricultural people in
Arizona, who are shut in upon a narrow strip of land along the Gila,
whose waters are insufficient for irrigating their lands, and who often
suffer from hunger and are hardly treated by adjoining settlers, were
at length prevailed upon by their agent to send a delegation to the In-
.dian Territory, with the view to the selection of a tract of country to
which the tribe should remove. The delegation reported the country
fertile and in all respects as desirable as it had been represented to
them ; but it was not possible to gain the consent of the tribe, or any por-
tion of it, to remove from Arizona.

The Arickarees, at Fort Berthold, in Dakota, are in a more straitened
and deplorable condition than the Pimas. Their crops fail three years
out of five. Their village is a long distance from wood and grass.
They are obliged to live in dirt lodges, half underground, for fear of the
Sioux who perpetually threaten to destroy them. These were also per-
suaded to send a delegation to the Indian Territory with a view to col-
onizing. The country was found satisfactory, and the agent was not
without hope that the Arickarees would avail themselves of its fine ad-
vantages, but after a full discussion by the tribe they decided and de-
clared in council, * We are willing to work harder and have less in Da-
kota, but are unwilling to run the risk of going away from a country
which has been so long our home.”

Removals to the Indian Territory heretofore effected have been either
through compulsion, like the original removal of the Cherokees, Choc-
taws, and other now civilized tribes, and latterly of the Modocs, or have
been on the part of those tribes living just over the border in Kansas
who had attained a certain degree of civilization and were familiar with
the country to which they were going. The Pawnees, who are of this
class, are now in process of removing from Nebraska. From these facts
it seems that the prospect of inducing any large number of Indians,
and especially such tribes of Iudians as would be most benefited by a
removal, voluntarily to settle in the Indian Territory is not encourag-
ing, and cannot safely be made the basis of any general plan for future
reliet or civilization of Indians. It is not impossible that hereafter this
Territory, if kept open, may furnish homesteads for such Indians as
bave tried the ways of the white man’s life and failed in the severe com-
petition to which they have been subjected. But beyond such a use it
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does not seem to me probable that the large, unoccupied tracts of this
country will ever be required for Indian purposes. 1f by anarrangement
with the tribes owning that country the Comanches, Cheyenues, and Ki-
owas can be removed, according to my recommendation, east of the
ninety-sixth meridian, I see no reason why the lands now occupied by

. these wild Indians may not be taken in exchange and opened to settle-

ment.
CO-OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE BY THE WAR DEPARTMENT.

The necessity for seeking the assistance of soldiers in punishing and
restraining lawless Indians has been almost exclusively confined to Ari-
zona, New Mexico, Western Indian Territory, and Dakota; aud the serv-
ice rendered has so promptly and efficiently met the emergencies which
have arisen as to make it probable that requisitions upon the military
for the punishment and restraint of Indians hereafter will be less fre-
quent, and such as will require the employment of less force.

The Sioux at Red Cloud and Spotted Tail have quietly submitted to
the occupation of their country by the military. The Comanches and
confederated tribes in the Indian Territory have been subdued. The
Apaches and Utes in New Mexico have been put under comparatively
strict surveillance, and for most of the year kept tipon their reservations ;
and the Apaches in Arizona, with the exception of the acts of a few out-
laws, have been brought to keep the peace.

There can be no question but that the presence of a military camp
upon a reservation of wild Indians brings evils as well as benefits, and
as soon as proper discipline can be maintained by the operations of sol-
diers outside of a reservation, they should be removed. It is quite
important that Iudians throughout the country should thoroughly under-
stand that when outside of their reservation-lines they are subject to
severe treatment by the military, and to the police of the State or Ter-
ritory, for depredations or mischief of any kind committed by them,
either among white settlements or against other tribes which are at
peace with the Government, and that agents have no responsibility or
help for them except upon the reservations to which they belong.

At Hoopa Valley, in California, and at Colorado River, San Carlos,
and White Mountain reservations, in Arizona, the efficiency of the serv-
ice in inducing civilization would now be largely prowmoted by the
removal of troops outside of those reservations, and at Hoopa Valley
the substitution of a force of five deputy marshals would be in the
direction of economy and efficiency. And, in general, this statement
may be made, that a few deputies in vicinity of agencies would be able,
with the assistance of employés and friendly Indians, acting as a posse,
to make arrests and secure punishment of disturbing whites and law-
less Indians with more efficiency and at far less expense than by the
employment of the military for a service of this nature. I believe that,
with the appointment of two hundred such deputies for duty at the sev-
eral agencies, and with proper legislation providing tribunals for trial
and punishment, the use of the military in the Indian service may be
entirely dispensed with, except for the Sioux, the Apaches, and the
wild tribes in the Indian Territory.

CO-OPERATION WITH RELIGIOUS BODIES.

The relations of the Bureau to the several religious societies, in ac-
cordance with whose nominations its agents have been appointed, have
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been harmonious, and, it is believed, mutually helpful. There can be
no question but that, as a class, the persons thus secared for the diffi-
cult and responsible position of Indian agent are conscientious and faith-
ful men. Exceptions to this statement have been less frequent the past
Yyear than heretofore, owing to the increased care of the religious bodies
in their selection of nominees, which has probably resulted from a
quickened sense of the responsibility assumed by them, and their en-
larged information as to the requisite qualifications of an efficient agent.
Other things being equal, the character of an accurate report of an
agency can be forecast by previous personal acquaintance with the
agent. If he is a man of nerve and hard sense, who has gone to his
agency with the ruling purpose to do good, who believes that an Indian
is a fellow-man, susceptible to the same motives and influences as him-
self, needing to be taught industry and individuality, the reports from
that agency will show a steadily improving condition from the time of
the arrival of the agent; and if the ordinary means are at hand with
which barbarism may reasonably be expected to be cured, the indica-
tions of such improvement shortly become marked, and the recovery of
the tribe from barbarism is soon made to appear feasible and well begun.
Too much emphasis cannot be laid on the necessity of securing this
class of men for agents, and by no plan likely to be adopted is it prob-
able that better men can be secured for this service than the several
religious bodies offer on their nominations to the Government.

EXPENSIVE ECONOMY.

Scarcely any service in the Government is more delicate and difficult
than that of an Indian agent. On no Government post of duty is an
officer more liable to be approached and manipulated by designing men,
and nowhere else are the apparent facilities for undetected fraud so
great as in many of these distant and inaccessible fields. Suarely the
Government cannot afford to appoint a man to this duty who is not both
able and upright, and who can be kept strong in his integrity. And
yet the Government offers for such service, requiring such qualifications,
the sum of $1,500 per annum as pay of an agent and the support of his
family in a country unusually expensive. Can it be that the Govern-
ment intends either deliberately to maim and "cripple its service, or to
wrong honest and efficient officers? I respectfully repeat and urge the
_recommendation of last year, that the salaries of Indian agents be in-
creased to at least $2,000 per annum for the eastern agencies, and $2,500
for the remote.

LEGISLATION FOR INDIANS ON A NEW BASIS.

Frequent mention has been made in this report of the necessity for
additional legislation on behalf of the Indians. This necessity is appa-
rent from the fact that the only statutes under which Indians are man-
aged and controlled are substantially those enacted in 1834, known as
the trade and intercourse laws, whose main purpose was to regulate
traffic in furs, and prevent sale of ammunition and intoxicating drinks,
and intrusion upon an Indian reservation. This meager legislation was
in accord with the theory then prevailing, that the Indian tribes were
related to the American Government only as sovereignties who natu-
rally would provide their own laws ; and that the red men, being a peo-
ple essentially wild and untamable, needed only to be kept as remotely as
possible from all settlements, to be assisted as hunters, to be forcibly
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precluded from an undue supply of gunpowder and rum, and to be made
as peaceable as possib]'e by the presence of an agent and the distribu-
tion of a few annuities in cash and blankets.

In my judgment, whatever of failure has attended the management
of Indian affairs in the past has been largely attributable to this funda-
mental failure to recognize and treat the Indian as a man capable of

civilization, and, therefore, a proper subject of the Government and -

amenable to its laws. A judge in Idaho, who is also a United States
commissioner, has decided that he had 10 jurisdiction, either as a ter-
ritorial or Federal officer, in a casewhere one Indian had killed another,
though the murder was committed in his own county and outside of any
reserve. Thus it has come to pass that we have within our borders at
the present time 75,000 wild Indians who need legislation appropriate to

a people passing rapidly out from a savage tribal government into a
tlegree of control by the United States Government ; and 200,000 other
Indians who might be readily brought within the protectlon and restraint
of ordinary law, and yet are practically without the benefit of any suit-
able government, a majority of them being property-holders, living upon
their farms, having their schools and churches, and scarcely differing i in
their mode of life from the pioneer settlers of the country.

The damage which is inevitable to the Indians from this anomalous
state of things, will be more apparent if we keep in mind that no offi-
cer of the Government has authority by law for punishing an Indian
for erime, or restraining him in any degree ; that the only means of en-
forcing law and order among the tribes is found in the use of the bayo-
net by the military, or such arbitrary force as the agent may have at
command. Among the Indians themselves, all tribal government has
been virtually broken down by their contact with the Government. The
chiefs hold a nominal headship, depending for its continuance on the
consent of the most turbulent and factious portion of the tribe. If a
white man commits depredations upon the Indians ia their own country
no penalty is provided beyond that of putting him out of the country,
a penalty which he readily takes upon himself when escaping with his
booty.

Neither is there any provision of law by which an Indian can begin
to live for himself as an American citizen. Being by the fiction of sov-
ereignty, which has come into our Indian relations, citizens of a “do-
mestic dependent nation,” contrary to the American doctrine upon this
subject he is not allowed to change his nationality at will, but required
first to obtain consent of both parties to his tribal treaty As a result
of this restriction, many Indians are kept with the mass of their tribe
who otherwise would strike out for themselves. The case of the Flan-
dreaus, a small band of Sjoux in Dakota, hereafter detailed, who availed
themselves of a special provision to this effect in their treaty, is inter-
esting as illustrating the advantage of a privilege which should be
provided for all Indians.

Neither is there any provision under existing law by which an Indian
desiring to continue his relations with his tribe is allowed to receive an
allotment of his portion of the land owned in common; thus individual
enterprise and self-support are materially repressed.

Many of the appropriations, in accordance with treaty stlpulatlons,
provide that annuities should be paid cash in hand, or in goods dis-
tributed per capita, to be accounted for to the Government on the re-
ceipts of the chief. All bounty of the Government bestowed in this

form is worse than wasted, tending to perpetual poverty by providing -

for idleness and unthrlft.
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QUALIFIED CITIZENSHIP.

I therefore respectfully recommend that the attention of Congress be
called to this subject, and that such legislation be requested as will
secure—

First. A suitable government of Indians:

(1.) By providing that the criminal laws of the United States shall
be in force upon Indian reservations, and shall apply to all offenses;
including offenses of Indians against Indians, and extending the juris-
diction of the United States courts to enforce the same.

(2.) By declaring Indians amenable to the police laws of the State or
Territory for any act committed outside a reservation. .

(3.) By conferring upon the President authority, at his discretion, to
extend the jurisdiction of the State courts, or any portion of them, to
any reservation, whenever, in his judgment, any tribe is prepared for
such control.

(4.) By providing a sufficient force of deputy marshals to enforce law
and order both among and in behalf of Indians.

(5.) By giving authority to the Secretary of the Interior to prescribe
for all tribes prepared, in his judgment, to adopt the same, an elective
government, through which shall be administered all necessary police
regulations of a reservation. .

(6.) By providing a distinct territorial government, or United States
court, wherever Indians are in numbers sufficient to justify it.

Second. Legislation for the encouragement of individual improve-
ment: )

(1.) By providing a way into citizenship for such as desire it.

(2.) By providing for holding lands in severalty by allotment for occu-
p?tion, and for patents with an ultimate fee, but inalienable for a term
of years. :

(3.) By providing that wherever per capita distribution provided by
treaty has proved injurious or without benefit to its recipients, a distri-
bution of the same may, in the discretion of the President, be made
only in return for labor of some sort.

In concluding these general statements respecting the Indian service,
I desire to reiterate my conviction of the entire feasibility of Indian
civilization, and that the difficulty of its problem is not so inherent in
the race-character and disposition of the Indian—great as these obsta-
cles are—as in his anomalous relation to the Government, and in his sur:
roundings affected by the influence and interest of the white people.
The main difficulty, so far as the Government is concerned, lies in the
fact that the Indian’s deepest need is that which the Government,
through its political organization and operations, cannot well bestow.
The first help which‘a man in barbarism requires is not that which can
be afforded through a political party, but that which is offered by a fel-
low-man, wiser than himself, coming personally and extending a hand
of sympathy and truth. No amount of appropriations and no govern-
mental machinery can do much toward lifting an ignorant and degraded
people, except as it works through the willing hands of men made strong
and constant by their love for their fellow-men.

If, therefore, it shall be possible to continue the sympathy and aid
of the religious’ people of the land in this work, and to rally for its
prosecution the enthusiasm and zeal which belong to religion, and also
if it shall be possible to procure the enactment of such laws as will
recognize the essential manhood and consequent capabilities and neces-
sities of the Indian, and to provide reasonably adequate appropriations
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which shall be expended both honestly and wisely for their benefit, and to
hold steadily to well-defined and carefully prepared methods of treatment,
every year will witness a steady decrease of barbarism and its conse-
quent danger and annoyance, and a constant accession to the number of
peaceful and intelligent Indians who shall take their place and part
as subjects of the United States. Surely this cannot be too much to
ask and expect of the people of the great republic. The record of the
past cannot be rewritten, and it is not pleasant to recall. Much of ad-
ministrative mistake, neglect, and injustice is beyond repair. But for
Indians now living much of protection and elevation and salvation is
still not only possible, but feasible and highly promising ; and well will
it be if we are wise enough to make the most of the opportunity left to
deal justly and humanely with these remnants of the first American
people.

2 IND
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COMMISSIONS UNDER INDIAN LEGISLATION BY CONGRESS.

Stockbridge enrollment.—Henry R. Wells, esq., of New Jersey, was ap-
pointed on the 24th of March last a special commissioner to complete
the enrollment of the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians, in Wisconsin,
as provided by the sixth section of the act of February 6, 1871, entitled
«An act for the relief of the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians, in the
State of Wisconsin.” (Stat. at Large, vol. 16, p. 406.) Instructions were
issued from this Office on the 25th of March last as to the manner of mak-
ing upsaid enrollment and rules that should govern his decision. Commis-
sioner Wells has submitted his report, with enrollment of said Indians,
which was approved by thehonorable Secretary of the Interior in May last.

Stockbridge improvements.—On the 4th of June last Special Commis-
sioner H. R. Wells was appointed a commission to proceed to Keshena,
Wis., to investigate the question of ownership in certain improvements,
whether belonging to the tribe or individual members thereof, upon
lands within the reserve of two townships set apart for the Stockbridge
Indians. Under instructions issued on the5th of June last, Mr.Wells has
executed his commission and submitted his report, dated June 30, 1874.

Sioux.—A. commission, consisting of Right Reverend Bishop William
H. Hare, chairman, Rev. 8. D. Hinman, Robert B. Lines, and C. C. Cox,
M. D., was appointed on the 23d of February last, and re-appointed on
the 24th of April last, to visit the Red Cloud and Whetstone agencies
and the Sioux country,with a view to induce the roving tribes and bands
of Sioux Indians to abandon their nomadic habits and accept a perma-
nent home within the Sioux reservation or elsewhere, if such other location
be desirable; to establish an agency for these nomadic tribes in the
event of their consent being obtained ; to secure the abrogation of the
eleventh and sixteenth articles of their treaty of April 29, 1868, the one
giving them the right to hunt on lands north of the North Platte River .
and on the Republican Fork of the Smoky Hill River so long as buffalo
abound; the other declaring the country north of the North Platte River
and east of the Big Horn Mountains unceded Indian country, closed to
whites for either settlement or passage; and to select a suitable location,
for the Whetstone ageney. Instructions were issuned to said commission;
on the 4th of May last upon the above snbjects, and their final report .
has been received, and is printed herewith. .

Mission Indians in California.—Charles A. Wetmore, esq., of Califor-
nia, was appointed on the 11th of August last a special commis-,
sioner to proceed to Southern California and make a thorough inquiry .
into all the facts and circumstances affecting the Mission Indians, with;
instructions, issued on the 25th of September last, to devise some plan.
whereby favorable legislation can be had to relieve their present deplor-.
able condition, and to select lands upon which to locate these Indians,.
the title to which lands should be vested in the Government; and to
report as fully as possible the previous history and condition of these
Indians, which may be obtained from the records of the old missions.
When Commissioner Wetmore shall have submitted his report to this
Office it will be duly forwarded, for such action as you may deem neces-
sary in the premises.

Indian Territory.—A commission, consisting of Col. J. 'W. Smith, of Lit-
tle Rock, Ark., and F. H. Smith, esq., of the Board of Indian Commissioners,
wasappointed on the 6th of Augustlast, to visit fully and to obtain accurate
information in regard to the situation of Indian affairs in the Indian Terri-
tory, which commission has submitted a report of their action and views,
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ACTION IN REGARD TO INDIAN LANDS.

Kansas or Kaw Indian lands in Kansns.—An act of Congress approvea
May 8, 1872, provides for the removal of the Kansas Indians and the
appraisement and disposition of their lands in Kansas. These lands,
embracing 137,808.13 acres of ¢ trust lands” and 80,409.06 acres of the
¢ diminished reserve,” were appraised in accordance with the provisions
of the act, and a sale of 2,443.94 acres of the ¢ diminished reserve” was
made. New legislation being deemed desirable, the same was recom-
mended by the Department. The act of Congress approved June 23,
1874, provides that the settlers on the ¢ trust lands” whose claims have
heretofore been approved by the Secretary of the Interior shall pay for
their lands, at the appraised value, in six equal annual instaliments, the
first payable January 1, 1875, the remaining installments bearing 6 per
cent. interest. There are 235 of these settlers, who are entitled to purchase
on these terms a total number of 29,190.87 acres. Theremainder of the
“trust lands” and the ¢diminished reserve” are, for a period of one
year from the date of the act last referred to, namely, until June 23,
1875, subject to entry by actual settlers, at their appraised value, pay-
ment to be made, one-fourth at the time the entry is made, and the
remainder in three equal annual payments, bearing 6 per cent. interest.
All the lands not sold before June 23, 1875, in this manner, may be sold
in amounts not to exceed 160 acres to any one person, at the appraised
price, such purchaser to make payment, one-fourth at the time of the
purchase and the remainder in three equal annual installiments, bearing
interest at 6 per cent. When there is timber on the land, a bond will
be required to provide against waste. In compliance with the law, the
lands are being sold by the register and receiver of the land-office at
Topeka, Kans., acting under instructions from the Commissioner of the
General Land-Office.

Miami Indian lands in Kansas.—An act of Congress approved March
3, 1873, entitled “An act to abolish the tribal relations of the Miami
Indians, and for other purposes,” provides for the appraisement and
sale, with the consent of the Indians, of the unallotted portion (includ-
ing the school section) of the lands reserved for their future homes by
the first article of the treaty of June 5, 1854. All these lands not oc-
cupied by actual settlers at the date of the approval of the act, (2,493.20
acres,) including the improvements thereon, were to be sold to the high-
est bidder for cash, either at public sale or on sealed bids, for not less
than the appraised value. In accordance with this provision of the
law, the unoccupied lands were duly advertised for sale on sealed bids,
the bids to be opened on the 20th day of February, 1874. At this sale
awards were made of 165.28 acres for the sum of $1,703.56 for the land
and $120 for improvements, and payment has been made for the same.
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LEGISLATION RECOMMENDED.

The act of Congress.approved June 10, 1872, having provided for the
sale of portions of the Omaha, Pawnee, Ottoe, and Missouria, and the
whole of the Sac and Fox of the Missouri Indian reservations, on sealed
bids, for cash, an appraisement was made of the Omaha and Paw-
nee, which received the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, and
the Omaha lands were offered for sale last year. The bids were very
few in number and for small tracts, so that awards were only made of
300.72 acres. It was deemed inadvisable to again offer the lands upon
the same terms, and therefore, on the 10th of December, 1873, the De-

-partment submitted to Congress the draught of a bill to amend the act
of June 10, 1872, the object of which was to provide for the sale of any
of the ]dnds described in said act, at not less than the appraised value
thereof, on the following conditions, viz, one-fourth eash in hand, the
balance in three equal annual payments, drawing interest at 6 per (,ent:
per annum from the day of sale; the purchaser to give bond with ade-
quate security to commit no waste or damage, by the sale or destruction
of timber, or otherwise, until the last payment should be made. Con-
gress at its last session failed to enact the foregoing bill into a law, and
no further steps have been taken toward carrying out the provisions of
the act of June 10, 1872. The Pawnees have recently removed to theJ
Indian Territory south of Kansas, and have expressed the desire in
open council, under date of October 8, 1874, that their entire reserve in
Nebraska should be sold. A bill will be prepared for submission to
Congress embodying this proposed provision, and such legislation rela-i
tive to the disposition of the remaining reservations named in the act
of June 10, 1872, as may be deemed advisable and proper.

Modocs in the Indwm Territory.—An agreement was made with the:
Eastern Shawnee Indians June 23,1874, whereby they cede to the United
States, for a permanent home of the Modoo Indians, a tract of land em
bracing 4,000 acres, situate in the northeast corner of the Shawnee reserv
in the Indian Territory, and for which it was agreed that the Shawnee
should receive $6,000. There being no authority of law for such agree
ment, it was not approved by the Department. A lease was subse
quently entered into and approved by the Department, in which th
Shawnees lease to the United States for a term of five years, for th
sum of $3,000, the tract of land in question for the use of said Modo
Indians. It is provided in said lease that, in the event of a ratificatio
by Congress of the agreement of June 25 1874, the sum of $3,000 paid
as rent under the lease shall be regarded as part of the purohdse money}
under the said agreement.

This sum of $3,000 was paid out of the appropriation, at the last ses-{
sion of (Jongress, for the settlement, &c., of the Modoc Indians in the
Indian Territory. I recommend that (JOI]gleSS be called upon to cons
firm the agreement of June 23, 1874, in order that the title to said tract
of land may be vested in the Unlted States, in trast for said Modoc In‘
dians,

Purchase of lands from Omaha Indians for use of Wmnebaqoes —On‘
the 3lst day of July, 1874, the chiefs of the Omaha tribe of Indians
made and executed a deed of conveyance to the United States, in trust
for the Winnebago tribe of Indians in the State of Wisconsin. Thae
deed embraces an area of 12,347.55 acres, taken from the north side o
the Omaha reserve in the State of Nebraska, for which the sum o
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30,868.87 was paid out of the appropriation for this purpose at the last
session of Congress. The Winnebagoes consented to this purchase in
accordance with the provisions of the act making the appropriation, and
I recommend that Congress be asked to confirm said purchase.
¢ Ottawas and Chippewas of Michigan.—By the treaty of July 31, 1855,
land embracing about twenty-four full townships, situated in the west-
ern and northern portion of the lower peninsula and southern portion
of the upper peninsula of Michigan, was withdrawn from sale for the
benefit of these Indians. Provision was made in said treaty for the
selection of land by said Indians (40 acres to a single person over twen-
y-one years of age and 80 acres to the head of a family) and the issue of
atents therefor. Selections were made, and 1,297 patents, under date
of October 22, 1870, and November 21, 1872, were issued and delivered
to the members of said tribe. By an acet of Congress approved June 10,
1872, provision was made for homestead entries by said Indians who
thad not made selections or purchases under said treaty, or had become
of age since the expiration of the ten years named in the treaty, on any
f the unoccupied lands on said reserve and their restoration to market
six months after the passage of said act. Ithaving been ascertained that
quite a number of said Indians had made selections of land and held
certificates for the same under the treaty of 1855, and had not secured
ratents, an investigation was ordered by the Department, and it was
ound that 317 Indians were entitled to patents for land under said treaty
bill was prepared recommending the passage of a law authorizing the
issue of patents to the 317 Indians found entitled, and the restoration of
the remainder of the undisposed portion of said reserve to market. This
bill, with some amendments relative to restoration to market, passed the
enate, but was not reached in the House, and failed to become a law
t the last session of Congress. It appears from reports on file in this
ffice that most of these Indians are bona-fide settlers, having made the
elections many years ago, and improved the same, and I recommend
he passage of the bill prepared by this Office and sent to the Depart-
ent under date of January 15, 1874. These Indians, relying upon the
romises of the Government—as evinced by their certificates for land—
efused to go to the expense of availing themselves of the benefits of
he act of June 10,1872, and unless the bill referred to should become a
aw, or something equivalent thereto, they will not receive a title to the
and to which they are entitled under treaty stipulations.
Siletz and Alsea Indian reservations in Oregon.— A treaty was made
KAugust 11, 1855, with the Indians of Oregon residing west of the
ascade Mountains, by which a tract of country along the Pacific
koast was reserved to them as a permanent home. This treaty was
mever ratified by Congress. The President, under date of November
9, 1855, issued an order setting apart the ¢“Coast Range Indian reser-
vation” for the use and occupation of these Indians, which reservation
@was subsequently reduced by the restoration of a portion thereof to
the public domain, by executive order, dated December 21, 1865, and
as it now stands, is separated into two parts by an intervening strip
which has been restored to the public lands. The northern portion
is now known as the Siletz Indian reservation, the other as the Al-
sea Indian reservation. These reservations require attention by Con-
ress to provide a permanent home for these Indians, and for mak-
ing allotments of land to them. They have already evinced a desire.
or agricultural pursuits, but owing to the tenure of their reservations,
is Office is not fully authorized to take steps for segregating the lands
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beyond directing the agent to place them upon separate tracts, and tcr
secure them possession.

Cattaraugus and Allegany Indian reserves in New York.—The right
of pre-emption, commonly known as the right of the Ogden Land Com-
pany, has been a continual source of agitation in connection with these
reserves, and I deem it important that some steps should be taken{
whereby the same can be extinguished and the Indians placed in the"‘
same relations to the United States, as regards their title, as other
Indians. This could probably be done by an appropriation of, say,
$100,000, and a tender of the same to the representative of the Ogden
Land Company, for a total relinquishment of their pre-emption right. I
think this amount would be accepted, and by this means, in future, agi-.
tation of questions with a view to the removal of the Indians from these
reserves would be avoided. It should be provided that the extinguish-
ment of this claim of the Ogden Land Company should be in full satis-
faction of all claims of these Indians to the lands west of the State of
Missouri, and all right and claim to be removed thither, and for sup-
port and subsistence after such removal, and all other claims against
the United States under treaty with New York Indians of January 15,
1838, and the treaty with the Senecas of May 20, 1842,
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INFORMATION, WITH HISTORICAL AND STATISTICAL
STATEMENTS, RELATIVE TO THE DIFFERENT TRIBES
AND THEIR AGENCIES.

NEW YORK.

NEW YORK AGENCY.—The Indians in the State of New York, formerly
known as the ¢ Six Nations,” are located on eight different reservations,
mainly in the extreme southwestern part of the State. They number
5,140, 3,060 of whom are Senecas, and the remainder are Saint Regis,

" Onondagas, Tuscaroras, Oneidas, and Cayugas. They have 30 schools
supported by the State, 12 of the teachers being Indians. Out of 1,870
children of school-age, 1,418 have been in attendance during some por-
tion of the year, an increase of 55 per cent. since 1871. The average
daily attendance is 908, an increase in three years of nearly 70 per cent.
This marked improvement is largely due to the influence of the annual
teachers’ institute established in 1871. An orphan asylum incorporated
in 1855, supported largely by the State, has been enlarged and improved
during the year, and has farnished a home for over 100 orphan and des-
titute Indian children. Nineteen thousand five hundred and eighty-six
acres are under cultivation. Their industry and pride in farming are
stimulated by an annual agricultural fair, held by an incorporated so-
ciety, and officered by Indians, which is largely attended, and furnishes
an annual display of grain, vegetables, ad fruit which will compare
favorably with that of the county fairs of their white neighbors. Their
receipts this year were $1,300, most of which was paid out in premiums.

These Indians have always been considered among the mostintelligent
of their race. They have completely adopted a civilized life, and except
for the fact they have so long been treated as so many quasi-inde-
pendent sovereignties in the heart of the State of New York, there is
no reason why they should not be declared citizens. The jurisdiction of
the criminal courts of New York has already been extended over them,
and: pending the question of their full citizenship a great benefit would
be secured to the New York Indians by authorizing the State to ex-
tend over the reservations its laws relating to highways, to stock, and
to collection of debts.

The Allegany and Cattaraugus reservations are the largest in extent,
the former lying forty miles along the Alleghany River and one mile in
width. Across this reservation, along the Alleghany, the Erie, Atlantic
and Great Western, and Rochester and State Line Railroads have been
built, and the town of Salamanca and other small villages have grown up.
These improvements were made on what were supposed to be leases
legally granted by the Indians and confirmed by an act of the State legis-
lature; but the courts have decided that neither Indians nor the State
have power to make such leases. There are therefore improvements
exceeding $1,000,000 in value, and occupied by over 2,000 people,
upon lands without the authority of law. Three parties are interested
in the question of this settlement of lease; the Seneca Nation owning
this reservation in common, individuals of the nation who claim to have
been occupants of lands used for railroad purposes, and the parties
who have leased the land in good faith and have made large expend-
itures in improvements. The interests of all parties concerned require



24  REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

an early settlement of the questions involved in these leases. A satis-
factory settlement can be arrived at only through a commission duly
authorized, who shall make inquiries upon thespot and give full hearing
to all parties.

MICHIGAN.

MrcHIGAN AGENCY.—The Indians in Michigan, consisting of four
tribes, with a population of 8,923, are located at four points widely sepa-
rated from each other, but all included under one agency.

The Ottawas and Chippewas of Michigan, 6,170 in number, live upon
lands which have been set apart, and in most instances patented to
them in fee-simple, under the provisions of the treaty of July 21, 1855.
These lands are scattered along the shore of Lake Michigan in the
lower peninsula, and on the shore of Lake Superior in the upper
peninsula. These Indians are no longer wards of the Government,
but have attained the rights of citizenship and are entirely self-sup-
porting. They cultivate farms, which they have greatly improved
during the year, stimulated thereto by the issuing to them of patents
for the lands which have been allotted to them. They have culti-
vated 15,000 acres, and have raised 24,000 bushels wheat; 10,750
bushels corn; 6,283 bushels oats; 21,000 bushels potatoes, besides a
large supply of other vegetables, and have made 32,000 rods of fence.
They are, however, very destitute of educational facilities, having but
one small district-school, and in this respect they have retrograded ever
since the withdrawal of Government aid by the expiration of their
treaty stipulations. They are not yet able to support schools them-
selves, and unless they speedily receive outside aid, the present genera-
tion will be far behind the previous one in general intelligence.

The I’Ansé band of Chippewas of Lake Superior, 1,118 in number,
are on a reservation of 52,684 acres on both sides of Keewenaw Bay, in
the extreme northern part of the State. They subsist largely on fish,
The recent allotment of their lands in severalty will undoubtedly
awaken a much greater interest in farming. They have two Govern-
ment schools, with an attendance of 75 pupils; also two missions. They
receive this year their last annuity payment in fulfillment of treaty
obligations.

The Chippewas of Saginaw, Swan Creek, and Black River, 1,575 in
number, are located on a reservation containing 138,240 acres, in Isabella
County, near the center of the lower peninsula, of which there remains
not patented to the Indians in severalty 11,097 acres. They are
more advanced in civilization than any other tribes in the agency, are
peaceable, law-abiding citizens, growing in intelligence and prosperity.
About half of them live on the reservation; the other half are gathered
in seven or eight different settlements, where they have purchased land.
Their educational fund is ample. They have three schools supported
by Government, and seven smaller ones among the different districts,
attended by 283 pupils. They have raised 4,585 bushels wheat; 25,840
bushels corn ; 4,657 bushels potatoes ; besides a large quantity of onions,
turnips, and beans.

The Pottawatomies of Huron, 60 in number, own in common 160 acres,
100 of which are fenced and cultivated. They have one school, which
nearly all their children attend.

All these reservations are fertile and well wooded. The Indians have
adopted the citizens’ dress and live in comfortable log houses. Sixty-
nine houses have been built during the year, making the total number
1,230.
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WISCONSIN.

GREEN BAY AGENCY.—The Indians under this agency are divided into
three tribes, the Oneidas, Menomonees, and. confederated tribes of Stock-
bridges and Munsees, and occupy separate reservations. A few of the
Menomonees, most of the Oneidas, and all of the Stockbridges and Mun-
sees speak English, and all, except a small portion of the Menomonees,
wear citizens’ clothing and live in houses.

The Oneidas formerly resided at Lake Oneida, New York, and were
one of the ¢ Six Nations.” Three hundred of the tribe are still in New
York. The remainder, 1,279 in number, occupy a reservation of 65,400
acres near Green Bay, Wis. It has good farming lands and valuable
hard-wood and pine timber, and is completely surrounded by white
settlers. These Indians receive from the Government but $300 annuify
and $1,000 for the support of schools, and make a good living by farm-
ing. The chief obstacle to their progress is their system of hereditary
chieftainship. Many of the chiefs composing the present council work
against the best interests of the tribe. Another difficulty is the cutting
and marketing, by individuals, of timber belonging to the tribe, the
proceeds of which are divided among the few who have teams and
other facilities for lnmbering, while the larger portion of the tribe re-
ceive no benefit therefrom, and in all such sales they are more or less
defrauded by white purchasers. The allotment of lands in severalty
would largely counteract both of theseevils, and should be undertaken at
once. The two schools and missions have been more than usually suc-
cessful, with a marked increase in the attendance of the pupils and in
the interest of the Indians in the subject of education. In regard to
these Indians, Inspector Kemble reports as follows :

I passed Sunday at the Oneida reservation, visited and spoke in the mission chapels,
morning and evening. There was a good attendance of Indians at both houses, and
the efforts of the two missionaries here appear to be very well rewarded, the religious
interest being quite as active as in a community of whites of the same size, even in
the most enlightened districts. The law, order, and morality, under all the circum-
stances, is very much above thatof a white community of similar intelligehce. But
there is still considerable drunkenness, which the agent is powerless to repress so long
as there are members of the council who are themselves confirmed inebriates. The
tribe should be given an opportunity of rejecting the leading men, under whose leader-
ship they are distracted and divided in regard to the division of their lands and the
enforcement of laws against liquor-selling and intemperance, and if the tribe is inca-
pable of action, then the agent should be authorized to depose the objectionable per-
sons from the council, for I think the interests of good government and morality would
require it. There cannot be harmony and true progress among these Oneidas until
their present council is changed. In this the missionaries and best men among the
chiefs are agreed.

The Menomonees, 1,480 in number, have a reservation of 231,680
aeres in the northern part of Shawano County. It has good farming
lands, and the Wolf River furnishes a fine water-power with good facili-
ties for bringing their timber to the market. Their hay is becoming quite
a source of income, and they find a ready market for all that they do
not need. They are very desirous of having their farms allotted to
them in severalty, and, thoughmuch less advanced in civilization than
the other tribes, are decidedly disposed to industry. The young men
have generally, under the influence of the Roman Catholic mission, aban-
doned the use of intoxicating liquors, and are teachable and ready to
commence farming in some permanent location. To this end a road has
been surveyed through their best farming lands, and 40-acre lots laid oft
on each side for Indian farms, and if they can be protected from whisky-
sellers and pine-thieves the outlook for these Indians is very hopefal

i
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The tribe has as yet shown little interest in education, and the attend-
ance in the two schools is very small. These Indians have carried on
quite an extensive lumbering operation during the past winter, the
work being done entirely by themselves, under the direction of the
agency miller. The logs, if sold at a fair price, will net over $8 per
thousand stumpage, which is fully twice its market value. The advan-
tage of thus allowing the Indians to cut and market their own pine,.
whenever feasible, over any other disposition by contract or otherwise
needs no further cominent.

The Stockbridges, with the remnant of the Munsees, occupy a reser-
vation of 11,520 acres joining the southwest township of the Menomonee
reservation. The rest of their land, with its valuable pine, was sold by
act of Congress of I'ebruary 6, 1871, for about $200,000. They number
241, of whom not over half a dozen are Munsees. They formerly lived
in Massachusetts and New York, and were removed in 1857 from fertile
lands, where they had good farms and were rapidly becoming worthy of
citizenship, to their present reserve, on which no white man could obtain
a comfortable livelihood by farming. They are now divided into two
factions, known as the ‘citizen” and ¢ Indian” parties. The former
have lived off from the reservation for the past twelve years. They have
but little communication with the other half of the tribe, but still hold
their rights in the tribal property. In the enrollment of this tribe, com-
pleted during the year, in accordance with the act of Congress of Feb-
ruary 6, 1871, 140 decided to become citizens, and 112 decided to
remain Indians. The citizen class are now receiving their per capita
share of the tribal property, amounting to $672.71 each. This is subject,
however, to revision, and must not be taken as final. The school has
been well attended,and the scholars have made very satisfactory progress.

The sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians in this agency, especially
to the Oneidas, has been materially checked. Agent Chase reports as.
follows:

By my own efforts, principally, eleven persons have been indicted for selling whisky to
Indians. Three of them have not been arrested by the United States marshal. Most
of the others pleaded guilty and were imprisoned one day, and fined $100. The extreme
penalty is two years’ imprisonment and $300 fine, and I think there should be a mini-
mum penalty of not less than three months and $100. Public opinion, as reflected by
the grand and petit juries, would sustain it. The conduct of the district attorney has
discouraged me very much. At one time he positively refused to bring two good
cases before the grand jury; he has allowed prisoners to go at liberty on their own
recognizance, and has been unwilling to ask for any heavier penalty than has been in-
flicted.

Because of the apparent determination of the district attorney not to prosecute
whisky cases vigorously, I have made no effort to obtain new ones for several months.
Tobias Murray, indicted in January for furnishing liquor to two Menomonees, one of
whom Kkilled the other, has not been arrested by the marshal.

LA POINTE AGENCY.—The 4,919 Chippewas belonging to this agency
are located at seven different points in Minnesota and Wisconsin.

A band of 660 Chippewas has a reservation of 13,871 acres at Red
Cliff, three miles north of Bayfield, Wis. They wear citizens’ dress,
have small, well-tended gardens, live in houses, send their children to
school, and are glad to labor for fair wages. Ten have served as ap-
prentices at the coopers’ trade, and over 1,000 fish-barrels have been
manufactured during the year. These find a ready market at fair rates,
and the introduction of this industry promises to be an important source
of revenue to these Indians. They have also gotten out 100 cords of
hemlock bark for tanning purposes, and although, owing to high
freights and a dull market, no profit has been realized therefrom this
season, it is still hoped that a profitable trade in this article may be estab-
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lished. Eight Indian houses have been built, and 500,000 feet of lum-
ber sawed. A day-school of 65 and a night-school of 40 pupils have
been unusually interesting and prosperous.

The following extracts from Agent Mahan’s report show the other
work accomplished at this place during the year:

The agency buildingsbeing located onthisreserve, together with the Government saw-
mill, farmer’s house, carpenter and cooper shops, make Red Cliff one of the points on
the lake. The Indians of this reserve have adopted the white man’s manner of living
without a single exception. On the 1st of December last I was waited upon by the
Indians of this reserve en masse. - They informed me that their women and children
were starving. Many of them had not eaten a mouthful of food in four days, and none:
of them had food for the next meal. I informed them that they were to go into the
woods and cut logs, for which I would pay them in provisions. Ilaid my plan before
the Department and asked the sum of $4,000 to start this work, hoping in time to be
able to refund out of the profits of their labor. This,at the end of two months, was
denied me, and I found myself in debt for the supplies I had furnished, and no money.
I could not stop; for the Indians would starve. I, however, made arrangements by
which I was furnished the necessary supplies, for which I agreed to pay lumber on the
opening of navigation at the rate of $9 for every 1,000 feet mill run. No happier and
more contented people ever lived than the Indians of this reserve since the 1st of
December last. I have added 70 feet of dock, making it the most perfect harbor on
the lake; have made a Loom at the mill large enough to hold 50,000,000 feet logs,
putting in five eribs, and filling them with stone; have built a cooper and carpenter
shop, boarding-house for the men, additional wash-houses; besides furnishing all the
lumber required for Bad River, Grand Portage, and Red Cliff, for building houses; and
this done without handling one cent of money. The goods were furnished at fair
prices, and the lumber paid the bills.

The Bad River reservation, covering 124,333 aeres in Ashland
County, is the only place in the agency where farming operations
can be undertaken to any considerable extent. Most of it is heav-
ily wooded and must be ¢cleared” with great labor and expense
before farms can be opened. Right hundred Chippewas have here
made a fair start in civilization; 255 acres are under cultivation, and
there have been raised 500 bushels corn, 600 bushels oats, and 3,000
bushels potatoes; 250 tons of hay have been’cut, 30 tons of sugar and
200 gallons of maple-sugar made, and 11 houses built. These Indians
have adopted citizen’s dress, and most of them live in houses.

The educational work on this reservation is carried on almost entirely
by benevolent contributions. In connection with the manual-labor
boarding-school, in which 26 boys and girls are boarded, clothed, and
taught, a day-school and night-school have been sustained, the former
with 105 and the latter with 45 pupils. Concerning the prosperity of
these schools, the superintendent writes as follows : l

Though it is only about two and a half years since any of our children were received
into this boarding-school, and when they came to us, they came, many of them, just
wild from the woods, yet in this short time quite intelligent letters, written solely by
themselves, have gone to various points in the United States, and have been read with
deep interest and pleasure. In all household duties likewise, and work upon the farm,
our girls and boys are as well versed and as apt as the majority of white children of’
a like age who have had perhaps better opportunity to learn. Not only has this kind
of school a rapidly transforming effect upon its immediate pupils, but the outside
children are stimulated by a desire to appear as well as those in the boarding-house,
and their parents participating in this desire, exert themselves to accomplish this end.
Next to the manual-labor boarding-school in exerting a civilizing and elevating in-
fluence, stands the day-school. This, with us, has been a more marked success than
, such schools on some other reserves.

Besides the day-schoo), we have also tried a night-school during the past winter, which:
met with dgrean: acceptauce, particularly among those young men who are obliged to
labor hard all day. From early in November, up to the time of their moving to their
sugar-bushes, the night-school was their favorite place of resort; and not only young
men, but even some well advanced in life, were quite regular in their attendance and
assiduous in their efforts to acquire knowledge. Of the good effects of this night-
school I can scarcely speak too highly.
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I have held two regular services each Sabbath, through the aid of Mr. Blatchford as
interpreter, conducted a school, and kept up a regular weekly prayer-meeting.

All these have not only been well but evea largely attended. The quiet and orderly
-conduct ef Indians in religious service is very commendable.

The Lac Court d@Oreilles band of Chippewas, numbering 1,253, have
three townships in the center of Wisconsin. Nothing had been done
for these Indians, by way of civilization, previous to July, 1873. Since
then a teacher and a farmer have been provided; 65 acres have been
cleared and 150 cultivated; a school-house, with rooms for the family
of the teacher, a warehouse, a stable, and seven hewn-log houses for
Indians, have been built; 8,000 feet lumber sawed; 30,000 shingles
made; 3,000 rails cut; and another school-house bought and fitted up
in another part of the reserve. Roads have been cut, bridges built, and
everything is organized and in readiness for vigorous work next season.
The school has been attended by 110 children, and the progress made
will compare very favorably with that of white schools for the same
time. This has been accomplished through the wise and faithful labor
of a Christian family, who have been intrusted with the expenditure of
- portion of the funds received for sale of pine on this reservation.

The Fond dw Lac Indians, 399 in number, have a reservation of
100,121 acres, near Duluth, which is of little value aside from its tim-
ber. Nothing can be done for them where they now are, and their best
interests require that this reservation should be sold, as provided for by
-act of Congress, May 29,1872, and the proceeds applied to their removal
and establishment on Bad River. A commission to appraise their lands
‘was appointed last year, but the Indians in council denying having ever
given any intelligent assent to the sale of their reserve, nothing further
was done.

The Lac de Flambeau Chippewas, 629 innumber, have three townships
in Marathon County, Wisconsin. They are sixty miles from any white
settlement, and no attempts at civilization have ever been made among
them. If the timber on this reservation could be sold for the benefit
of the Indians, a work of civilization similar to that at Lac Court d’Ore-
illes might at once be put in operation.

The Grand Portage band of Chippewas, 359 in number, bas 51,840
acres of land on the north shore of Lake Superior. The severity of the
climate and the sterility of the soil make farming impracticable, and
they subsist almost entirely from hunting, trapping, and fishing. Most
of them live in comfortable log houses. The Catholics have a mission
among them, and a good day-school attended by thirty-five pupils.

The Bois Forte Chippewas number 896, and are located on an isolated,
inaccessible reservation of 107,509 acres in Minnesota, one hundred and
fifty miles northwest of Duluth. Nothing but the payment of their
annuities has heretofore been done for them. During the year they
have been provided with a blacksmith, farmer, and teacher, a black-
smith-shop and school-house have been built, and a school opened.
Seed was furnished, and quite an interest in farming existed. The
report of their starving condition, which was quite extensively circulated
last winter, proved to be wholly without foundation in fact. The entire
inaccessibility of this reserve, except for oneor two months of the severe
winter when the lakes and marshes are frozen, forces all efforts in their
behalf to be made at such great disadvantage that nothing worthy to be
called civilization can be attempted for them.

The wandering bands of Wisconsin, Winnebagoes, at the earnest
solicitation of the citizens of the State, have during the year been
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removed to Nebraska. The results of this removal will be stated here-
after in connection with the Winnebago agency in Nebraska.

About 180 Pottawatomies are roaming over the State without any
home. They have been visited, numbered, and invited to join their
brethren in Kansas, and it is believed that, under suitable encourage-
ment, their removal will yet be accomplished.

MINNESOTA.

WHITE EARTH AGENCY.—This includes the Mississippt and Pillager
Olippewas at White Earth, numbering 1,353 ; the Mississippi Chippewas,
at Mille Lac, numbering 510, and at Snake River, 263, and the Pembinas,
numbering 396.

All attempts at civilization in this agency are made at White Earth,
a reservation in Becker County, containing thirty-six townships, with
valuable timber-land, abundance of water, and some of the best farm-
ing lands in Minnesota, sufficient to furnish a home upon which the
Government may establish nearly all the Indians in the State. A few

of the Pembinas, the Otter-Tail Band of Pillagers, 485 in number, and .

the remnant of the Gull Lake band which refused to remove last season,
have this year been induced to remove thither for permanent settlement.
Farms have been allotted, and ground broken for them. The majority
of Indians on this reserve wear citizen’s clothing, live in houses, cultivate
farms, are good workers, and are making constant and rapid progress
in civilization. Within three years 146 Indian houses have been built,
around which over 700 acres have been fenced and plowed and put
into gardens and farms, and a saw and grist mill, shops for blacksmith
and carpenter, a large farm-barn, 4 school-buildings, and 9 residences
for employés have been erected. The crops this year consist of 2,300
bushels wheat, 500 bushels corn, 4,000 bushels potatoes, 1,000 bushels
turnips, besides a quantity of onions, beans, beets, and other vegetables.
The Indians own individually 130 horses, 600 head cattle, and 400 hogs,
and have put up nearly 1,000 tons of hay. Three years ago nearly all
were wild blanket Indians, living in wigwams, and obtaining a preca-
rious and wretched living by hunting and fishing.

The boarding and day school during the year has been much inter-
rupted by change of teachers and the burning of the boys’ dormitory.
An evening-school during the winter months was well attended, and an
unusual enthusiasm for learning was there shown on the part of the
young men. In the industrial hall, basket-making and the weaving of
matting and rag-carpet were taught the Indian women, who proved
very apt scholars. Nearly 300,000 feet of logs were put in the boom
at the agency saw-mill, mainly by Indian labor.

A church of 200 members has a native rector and English pastor.
The regular Sabbath services. and weekly prayer-meeting are largely
attended by an orderly and well-dressed congregation. In connection
with this church, a hospital built and furnished by benevolent contribu-
tions opened in February last. The agency physician is in attendance,
and here the sick not only receive proper care, but learn how to render
it to others.

"Phe Mille Lacs are located around a lake of the same name, on lands
which they ceded in 1863, reserving the right of occupancy during good
behavior. Nothing has been done for them beyond the payment of their
annuities in cash and goods, which payment is itself a source of demor-
alization, leading directly to indolence and intoxication. Nothing can
be done for them until they are removed to White Earth, or until the
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fee of the Mille Lacs reserve is restored to them. The lake abounds in
fish and rice, and furnishes a large part of their subsistence. All
efforts to induce them to remove to-White Earth have as yet been of
no avail. A small band of the Mille Lacs, known as the Snake River
Indians, are located near Brunswick, Minn., on small tracts of land
which a few of them have purchased at Government rates. They find
work in the lumber camps, where they have the worst possible exam-
ples set before them, and are an increasing annoyance to the settlers,
who earnestly petition for their removal on the score of drunkenness
and vagrancy, and yet take no steps to enforce the laws against selling
liquor to Indians, which are openly violated among them.

The Pembinas have been notified to remove to White Earth, on pen-
alty of forfeiting their annuity. A few only have as yet complied, but
these have fallen readily into line with the others in self-support by labor.
The remainder are still around Fort Pembina and on Turtle Mountain,
Dak., leading a wretched, vagrant life. The Turtle Mountain band of
Pembinas, living west of the line of cession of Indian lands under the
treaty with the Red Lake and Pembina Chippewas, 1864, claim that
they are entitled to compensation for the country which they relinquish
when they remove to White Earth.

LEECH LAKE AGENCY.—This includes the Pillager and Lake Winne-
bagoshish Chippewas, living around Leech Lake, and the Mississippi
Chippewas at White Oak Point.

The Pillagers, 1547 in number, live in wigwams, and subsist princi-
pally on fish. They have a reservation of 96,000 acres, containing a few
scattered patches of arable land along the shores and inlets of the lake,
reached only by steamboat or canoe. The rest is swamp and pinelands.
The steamboat is worn out and unsafe. A treaty stipulation, by which
they have heretofore been provided with physician, carpenter, and
blacksmith, expired in July last. They are forbidden by the State to
leave their reserve for hunting, and must starve #f they stay. Their
only hope is in the sale of their pine or in large annual appropriations.
They are the most turbulent and degraded of all the Chippewas, and,
led on and inflamed by the misrepresentations and bad whisky of de-
signing white men, have been excited, disorderly, and detiant during a
large part of the year, which has greatly interfered with the prosperity
of the school and with all attempts at civilization.

The Mississippis, at White Oak Point, numbering 763, have experi-
enced little change during the year. They were removed to their pres-
ent reservation of 320,000 acres in 1867, subsisted for six months, a few
log-houses were built, 40 acres plowed, (which was about half of all the
farming land on the reserve,) and then left to take care of themselves.
Nothing can be done for them in their present location with any reason-
able hope of success. A few have lately expressed a desire to remove
to White Earth. .

RED LAKE AGENCY.—The Red Lake Chippewas, numbering 1,141, have
a reservation around Red Lake of 3,200,000 acres,including the lake, of
which about one-third is valuable for pine and for rich farming lands on
the clearings. These Indians are each year growing in thrift and in-
dustry, and have thus far been kept unusually free from the contaminat-
ing influences of border civilization, but it is now becoming more and
more difficult to keep whisky off the reserve. They have for years cul-
tivated small patches of corn and potatoes, which, with abundance ot
fish and some game, have enabled them to live comfortably in a sav-
age way. Within two years, however, a desire for houses and farms
and schools has been awakened, which has been steadily increasing.
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Two hundred houses are now occupied by them and 250 acres cultivated.
A road is being opened this season from Red Lake to White Earth,
| which will bring it seventy-five miles and three days nearer the railroad,
and lessen the expense of transportation at least $30 a ton.

The following extracts from report of Agent Pratt show the work ac-
complished during the past year:

Arriving here so late in the season last year—13th Angust —cold weather came upon
us before we were prepared ; and it was about the 1st of January before the three
dwellings and school-house were ready for occupancy.

Logs were cut, hauled, and have been sawed, turning out over 300,000 feet of very fair

- Jumber. This spring extensive repairs were made on the mill and dam, consisting in a
new flume, an addition to the mill 15 by 24 feet, a new 40-inch turbine water-wheel, a
matcher, a planing-machine, a cut-off, and edging-saws, raising the dam about 2§ feet
and strengthening it, with this satisfactory result: The old mill could turn out per
day from two to three thousand, at a cost of $3.25 per thousand, while the improved
mill will turn out in'same time from ten to twelve thousand, at a cost not exceeding
$1.25 per thousand. The matcher, planer, and edger are so effective that the cost of
building has been reduced nearly one-half from that of last year, and all this has been
secured at an expense of about $2,500.

Limestone scattered along the shore of the lake has been gathered and burned,
yielding lime of very good quality.

In addition to the foregoing there have been erected and finished since spring an
office 18 by 28, suitable for and occupied by the agent and the physician, and ware-
house 24 by 40.

Many pieces of new ground were cleared last spring by the Indians, and broken for
their use by Government teams. I am now building for them, and with their assist-
ance in many cases, some ten dwellings, neat, commodious, and comfortable. Many
of the most noted chiefs and braves are setting a worthy example, laboring diligently
with their hands. Already good results are coming to light in the inquiry made for
such articles as chairs and stoves, by those hitherto content with sitting on the floor
and warming their wigwams by clay fire-places.

The plan adopted by the Department, and approved by Congress, of giving supplies,
&ec., only to those who, if able, help themselves, is working well here so far as tried;
and, indeed, I attribute a considerable share of the above-mentioned improvements in
the habits of the Indians to the application of that principle on this reservation.

In farming operations some improvement should be reported, more land cultivated
this year than last, and better cultivated, with the following approximate results:
The Indians have secured this year 40 bushels of wheat, so that the feasibility of raising
wheat is no longer a question. Those who raised it this season, as well as their neigh-
bors, seem delighted, and their example will be followed by many more next spring.
Of corn the yield is about the same as last year, say 4,500 bushels; while the potato crop
was cut short by the bug and drought, yielding only about 2,000 bushels, being some
500 bushels short of last year’s yield.

In educational affairs I can report the completion and occupancy of a neat, commo-
dious, and comfortable school-house, and the maintenance of a day-school, but with very
irregular attendance, many living so remote that attendance on a day-school is out of
the question. This suggests the great need of this agency, educationally considered—
a good boarding-school, supplemented perhaps by day-schools at some of the other
points; and until we have such a boarding-school the educational work here will be of
Tittle use or benefit. Many of the best Indians themselves strongly urge the estab-
lishment of a boarding-school, and have, as I am informed, pledged from their lumber-
fund $1,000 toward securing it.

IOWA.

SAC AND Fox AGENCY.—After their removal to Kansas, about 80 of
the Sac and Fox tribe returned to Iowa, where they were subsequently
joined by straggling Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes, until they now
number 338, and under the name of Sac and Fox hold in fee-simple
419 acres in Tama County, Iowa, along the Iowa River, which they pur-
chased of individuals, and by act of Congress March 2,1867, are allowed
to receive their per capita share of the tribal funds as long as they
are peaceable and the State of Iowa is willing to harbor them. They
cultivate 110 acres,in patches of 3 to 10 acres per family. The remainder
is used as pasturage for their ponies, of which they have too many for
their own good. Nearly all is inclosed with substantial fence. They
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have raised 2,300 bushels of corn, 400 bushels of potatoes, 50 bushels of
“onions, and 100 bushels each of turnips and beans, and have passed a

comfortable year, with plenty of clothing and food. They spend about

half the year in hunting and trapping and begging among the whites,
cling with great tenacity to their old superstitions, and are opposed to
schools.  Until the question of their removal to the Indian Territory,
which is constantly being agitated among them, is decided, very little
advance in civilization will be made.

NEBRASKA.

GREAT NEMAHA AGENCY.—The Towas, numbering 226, and the Sac:
and Fox of Missouri, numbering 97, are located on adjacent reserva-
tions, containing 16,000 and 14,411 acres, respectively, in the southwest-
ern corner of Nebraska, and are included in one agency. The Sac and
Fox reservation has been surveyed, and is to be sold in trust for said
Indians under the act of June 10, 1872. _

The Iowas have adopted citizens’ dress, nearly all live in houses, (seven
of which were built by themselves during the year,) and are engaged in
farming. Their reservation is very fertile, and adapted either to tillage
or grazing. They have cultivated 700 acres, averaging over 3 acres to
an individual, 200 of which were broken this year, and have raised 2,500
bushels of wheat, equivalent to over 2 barrels flour to each individual

of the tribe. This is their second year in wheat-raising, and the crop -

shows an increase of 500 per cent. over last year. By reason of drought
and grasshoppers, their other crops were almost an entire failure, thongh
they have saved 2,500 bushels corn, 1,000 bushels oats, 250 bushels.
barley, 600 bushels potatoes, besides a supply of onions and beans for
each family. They own 242 horses and mules, 219 cattle, and 360 hogs.

A code of laws has been adopted by the Iowas in council, and a police
force established, consisting of five men, at salaries of $40 per annum, to
be paid from the annuity-fund of the tribe, from which action good re-
sults are already manifest. By another regulation of their own « fine
of $3 is imposed on any member of the tribe who becomes intoxicated,
to be deducted from his per-capita share in the annuity payment. As
the result of this action on their part, together with the efforts of the
agent in the same direction, drunkenness has almost entirely ceased
among these Indians. The Sac and Fox are much more addicted to
intemperance, but by the efforts of their chief they have greatly im-
proved in this respect. It has been almost impossible for the agent fo
obtain the conviction and punishment of parties selling liquor to his
Indians.

A large quantity of timber has been stolen from this reservation dur-
ing the year by lawless white men. The supply of timber on this reserve
will last these Indians, even with economical use, only a few years ; but
there are no laws by which they can be protected from being plundered
by their white neighbors in Nebraska, who act on. the theory that an
Indian has no rights that a white man is bound to respect.

In education these tribes are far in advance of most of their race.
Out of the 323 Indians 50 can read in English, and a prosperous school
of 52 pupils is maintained, with an average attendance of 43. A Sab-
bath-school, in which the Indians are much interested, is well attended.

Inspector O’Connor, under date of November 1, 1873, reports as fol-
lows:

The Towas appear to De getting along as well as any Indians at any agency. They are
industrious, thrifty Indians, and thoughtful of their future interests in a degree rarely

|

|
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experienced among Indians. They have a good day-school, with an attendance of over
60 pupils, the largest that I have met with in proportion to the population. They
have also an industrial home for orphans, which is supported by themselves. The work
which is taught, and the general management of this institution, as explained to me
by the principals, Mr. and Mrs. Rich, was satisfactory iv every respect.

The general evidences of improvement going on amid the Iowa Indians deserves
some encouragement, and it would be money well and worthily bestowed to expend
about $5,000 in purchasing for this tribe agricultural implements and stock, which they
stand greatly in need of. The land of their reservation is excellent and suitable in
every respect. It ought to be allotted to them in severalty as soon as possible, as
settlers in this country have cast covetous eyes upon it, and will ere long be endeavor-
ing to have these industrious Indians removed.

In regard to the condition of the Sac and Fox, their agent reports:

The Sacs and Foxes of Missouri have made little progress, and they cannot improve
until some provision is made for furnishing them with necessary implements. They
express a great desire to have some efforts made for their civilization. They desire to
have the ten sections sold off the west side of the reservation in accordance with a
resolution forwarded last winter, the proceeds of the sale to be expended for pur-
poses of civilization.

Congress adjourned leaving their affairs in an unsettled state, much to the disap-
pointment of the Indians. I respectfully urge the necessity of some action in regard
to the Sacs and Foxes of Missouri. They are in an unsettled state, and it seems use-
less for them to commence farming operations, in view of the probability of their early
removal to Indian Territory. If they were confident of remaining here, and were fur-
nished with necessary implements, with proper encouragement they would probably
advance faster in civilization than some other tribes, being few in number aund easily
governed.

This tribe, thus represented by the agent as so much in need of
Government aid, is receiving annually $46 per capita, averaging over
$200 per family, which, in accordance with the terms of the act making
the annual appropriations for them, must be paid as cash in hand; and
thus, though receiving the largest proportional aid from the Govern-
ment and occupying one of the richest agricultural portions of the
United States, they are among the most wretched and needy Indians
under the care of the Government, for the sole reason that it has been
deemed necessary, in order to good faith, that the Government should
annually debauch them with $4,500, rather than expend that amount,
or even the half of it, judiciously for their good in bringing them to
self-support by labor upon their farms.

OMAHA AGENCY.—The Omahas are located on a reservation in the east-
ern part of Nebraska, on the Missouri River, containing 192,867 acres,
all of which is valuable farming-land. By the provision of the act of
June 10, 1872, 49,762 acres have been appraised for sale in trust for said
Indians, leaving 143,225 acres as their diminished reserve. They num-
ber 951, are peaceable and well disposed, and are nearly self-sustaining,
the only Government aid afforded them being $2 per capita annuity,
and $10,000 per annum for schools and employés. In accordance with
provisions of an act by the last Congress, they have sold 12,000 acres of
woodland to the Wisconsin Winnebagoes, for the sum of $30,000, which,
at their request, will be largely expended in cattle and farming-imple-
ments, of which they stand in great need, and in securing increased
educational facilities.

Three-fourths of their annuity of $20,000, which has heretofore been
paid them in cash, per capita, is this year being used only in payment for
labor, and in purchase of farming-implements. To this important change
they have made little objection. They have cultivated during the year
1,000 acres of corn and 300 of wheat, which is double the amount culti-
vated last year, besides numerous small garden-patches, and have har-
vested over 3,000 bushels of wheat and nearly 35,000 bushels of corn,
besides a large quantity of potatoes, beans, &c. The plowing of 1,100

3 IND :
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of these acres and the breaking of 200 was done by the Indians them-
selves, and without any compensation for their labor from the Govern-
ment. They have also built 800 rods of fencing and cut 700 cords of
wpod. They own 700 horses, 175 head of cattle and 200 hogs. Two
hundred thousand feet of lumber have been sawed during the year, and
7 frame and 8 log houses have been built.

The mortality among the children has been very great, owing to an
epidemic of the measles, which nearly closed the schools during Febru-
ary and part of March. Notwithstanding this drawback, the three
schools have been very prosperous, with an exceptionally regular attend-
ance on the part of the pupils, showing the earnest desire of their pa-
rents, as well as their own, for education. The whole number of pupils
enrolled was 165, with an average daily attendance of 104. They have
made good progress in acquiring English, and seem more willing to use
it than are most of their race. One hundred and five Indians, mostly
children, can read in English. Ten [ndian apprentices have obtained a
very good knowledge of the carpenter trade, and have built and fin-
ished several small houses without Government aid.

Orox AGENCY.—The confederated tribes of Otoes and Missourias, 453
in number, have a reservation on the southern boundary of Nebraska,
containing 162,854 acres of excellent land for both tillage and grazing,
with a growth of timber along the streams. From this 77,174 acres
have been surveyed to be sold in trust for these Indians under the act
of June 10, 1872. A delegation of these Indians visited Washington in
the fall of 1873, and while here were notified that their annuity-money,
instead ot being distributed in cash, per capita, would hereafter be ex-
pended for the benefit of the tribe in the purchase of stock and farming-
implements and in payment for labor done by themselves. This decis-
ion was received with disfavor and anger by the delegation; but that
the year’s trial of the experiment of making the receipt of Government
bounty depend on individual labor has fully justitied the course which
seemed harsh and unjust to the Indians, and which they denounced as
a piece of fraud on the part of the Government, in compelling them to
earn money which was already their own and ought to be paid them on
demand, is made abundantly clear by the following statement of their
agent:

For labor done in the interests of the%ribe, about $2,700 have been expended, at a
compensation based on the rate of §1 per day, and, as the result, we have the following
comparison between the present year and the one immediately preceding it. Last year
no land was fenced and none cultivated by Indians, except in small patches alon
the bends of the creeks. This year 400 acres have been inclosed by post and plan
fence, 140 acres cleared of rubbish that had grown over it during years of neglect,
plowed, and sowed with wheat and oats, and the same nicely harvested and stacked ;
near 100 acres prepared in like manner and cultivated in corn, 10 acres with potatoes,
100 acres of prairie broken and prepared for cultivation next year, and 120 tons of hay
made and stacked for agency use. All the labor connected with the above operations
was done by Indians, under the direction of a white man employed as a farmer, in-
cluding, also, the preparation and hauling of all material used in fencing and the put-
ting up «f same.

In addition to the above labor performed in the general interests of the tribe,
there has been done by individual members as follows: 200 acres planted and culti-
vated in corn, 15 acres with potatoes, 10 acres with beans,and 25 acres of prairie
broken ; also 200 tons of hay cut and stacked. The promise for an abundant crop could
scarcely have been finer, but the extremely dry weather and the grasshoppers:have
destroyed all except the wheat, and this, owing to the foul condition of the ground
previously, will yield only a moderate crop. This loss of crops has a very discouraging
tendency, and has rendered the Indians extremely destitute of the means of subsist-
ence. Much will be required to keep them from suffering, the coming winter, though
if this can be done I do not think their advancement need be seriously affected by the
present misfortune.
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The greatest difficulty experienced is to give them enough work to do with the lim-
ited means at my command applicable to the purpose. Not the half wanting work can
be employed nor furnished tools to work with, a circumstance greatly to be regretted.
The popular idea that an Indian will not work is erroneous when they see ils impor-
tance, and they have an individual interestin doing so apart from the common inter-
ests of the tribe.

The continued depredations of the whites are rapidly stripping the reservation of its
timber, and unless efficient means to prevent it are available the most that is valuable
will soon be gone.

One day-school has been kept open ten mounths during the year, with an average
attendance of about twenty scholars, many of whom have made commendable progress.
During last winter, while the Indians were absent on the hunt, I had a number of
children boarded under our care, and while this was done the school was highly satis-
factory in regularity of attendance, behavior, and application to study. In these
respects it would have compared favorably with any mixed school of white children.

In August, one of the most prominent chiefs murdered a member of the tribe and
then fled to the agent for protection against theé friends of the murdered man. He
was placed in the county jail, where he still remains.

Inspector Kemble also writes:

Within half a dozen of the entire number of male memhers able to work have re-
sponded during the past summer to the honorable Commissioner’s demand that the
tribe must earn their bread by the sweat of their brow. They have generally worked
cheerfully and well. The report of farm-work done is certainly encouraging, notwith-
standing the failure of nearly the entire crop.

It is eminently desirable that provision be made for the sale of one-
half of their reserve, on such terms as will realize the largest amount,
the proceeds of which may be used for the promotion of civilization in
the purchase of farm-implements and in payment for Indian labor, and
an appropriation of a suitable amount should be made for the coming
year, to be re-imbursed out of the proceeds of these sales.

PAWNEE AGENCY.—The Pawnees, 1,788 in number, are on a reservation
on the South Branch of the Platte River, a little east of the center of
the State, containing 283,200 acres of which 48,424 have been appraised
to be sold in trust for the Pawnees, under act of June 10, 1872. This
reservation is excellent for both tillage and grazing, but has a scanty
supply of timber, on which white settlers are continvally making dep-
redations.

To partially indemnify them for the losses occasioned by the massacre
last summer by the Sioux of a hunting party of Pawnees, $9,000 was
expended in the purchase of cattle and supplies, with which they were
made comfortable for the winter. Inthe spring the chiefs, in council,
decided that $10,000 of their regular annuity in goods should be ex-
pended in agricultural improvements and in payment for labor. Three
hundred and fifty acres were broken and 1,000 acres cultivated by
Indians, in addition to the school-farm of 25, and the agency-farm of
315 acres. The Indians showed a greater willingness than ever be-
fore to work, and there was good prospect of an unusually fine crop,
but drought, Colorado beetles, and grasshoppers destroyed everything
except 1,400 bushels of wheat, less than half a crop, and a few beets
and potatoes. Their destitution is great, and unless the Government
affords them some relief, they have only suffering and starvation be-
fore them during the coming winter.

In this emergency they have taken up again for serious consideration
the question of rewmoval to the Indian Territory, and have decided in an
open council, attended by their agent, superintendent, and a member of
the Board of Indian Commissioners, to remove, and they ask that their
land be sold on such terms as will realize the largest amount, and that
a reservation be selected and purchased for them in the Indian Terri-
tory, and provision made for their removal and establishment in houses
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and on farms in their new home, the funds which may be advanced by
the Government for this purpose to be re-imbursed from the proceeds of
the sale of their lands. .

Their Iands in Nebraska were reserved out of the cession made by
these Indians by the treaty of September 24, 1857. By the terms of
this treaty, the reserve for their future home was to be a tract of coun-
try ¢ thirty miles long from east to west, by fifteen miles wide from north
to south.” Upon a resurvey of the eastern boundary line of said reser-
vation, it has been ascertained that the east and west lines are but
twenty-nine and a half miles apart, in place of thirty miles, thus leaving
a deficiency in the proper area of the reservation of 4,800 acres. The
Indians asked indemnity for this deficiency, and it was deemed just
that Congress should provide for the same. An estimate for an appro-
priation for that purpose was submitted to Congress at the last session,
but the appropriation was not made.

The manual-labor boarding-school has had a prosperous year, with
82 pupils, as wmany as the building would accommodate. The two day-
schools have been attended by 75 children, who have made good prog-
ress in reading and speaking English. Irregularity of attendance is
the principal difficulty in the education of these people.

SANTEE AGENCY.—The Santee Sioux, 791 in number, are located in
Northern Nebraska, on the Missouri River, on a reservation ot 115,200
acres, of which one-fourth is adapted to tillage, and nearly all the rest
is suitable for grazing. These Indians have been for many years under
the influence of issionaries, and are intelligent and industrious, wear
citizens’ dress, and are the most advanced in civilization of all the Sioux.
The year just closed has been full of misfortune, but notwithstanding
their discouragements the agent reports steady improvement on the
part of the tribe. Early in September, 1873, the agency-barn and hay-
stacks were burned. In the latter part of the same month the small-
pox broke out on this reservation and continued for over two months.
A temporary hospital was erected, the reservation placed under the san-
itary control of a competent physician, and the Indians were vaccinated

as rapidly as possible, but despite all efforts there were 150 cases, of |
which 70 proved fatal. These Indians hold their lands by allotment

in severalty. They have planted 562 acres, a larger number than ever

before, largely to wheat and corn. A severe drought ruined the wheat,
and the potato-bugs and grasshoppers took the rest of the crop. A se-
vere rain-storm in June carried away a part of the dam and caused the
grist-mill to stop working. The saw-mill has turned out 62,000 feet lum-
ber. An agency-barn, a building for saw-mill, two frame-houses, and
one log house for Indians have been erected this season. In addition
the Indians have themselves built 8 houses and removed and rebuilt
fifteen on their respective allotments. Four Indians, apprentices under
the agency-carpenter, have become good workmen. One who has
labored steadily at the trade for three and a halt years is now capable
of doing any work required for Indian houses, both building and fuar-
nishing with cupboards, tables, &e. The blacksmith has two appren-
tices, one of whom has been with him since 1871, and is competent to
shoé horses and repair wagons and other farm-implements. These Indi-
ans own 300 horses and 400 head ot cattle. They have cut 450 tons hay,
and built 1,900 rods fence. There are five schools on the reservation.

A manual-labor boarding-school, supported by Government, with three
teachers and 36 pupils. was opened for the first time this year. A girls’
industrial school, with 14 pupils, and a young men’s boarding-hall, with
15, are supported by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
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Missions. This society has also maintained a flourishing night-school
during the winter-months, and a district school, with small attendance,
during the summer. In all of these 100 pupils have received instruc-
ion. Three schools, in charge of the Episcopal Board of Missions, have
made no report.

A policeforce, consisting of sixmen, at a salary of $10 each per month,
and one chief of police, at $25 per month, all Indians, render efficient
assistance to the agent in the maintenance of good order upon the res-
ervation. An attempt has been made to induce these Santees to elect
their chiefs annually, but they are not yet ready to give up their old
system of chieftainship. There is no reason, except want of authority
therefor, why these Indians should not be brought immediately under
elective government, by which every material and moral interest of the
tribe would be promoted. The immense difference between the charac-
ter and condition of this people and other bands of Sioux Indians illus-
trates the value of persistent religious and educational effort and the
allotment in severalty of lands suitable for cultivation.

WINNEBAGO AGENCY.—The Winnebagoes, numbering 2,322, have a
reservation north of and adjacent to the Omahas, containing 1(9,800
acres rich prairie soil, adapted to either grazing or tillage. They have
been quiet and industrious and show a steady progress toward self-
support. They have cultivated 1,630 acres, a much larger amount than
ever before, and harvested 6,150 bushels wheat, 12,000 bushels corn, 700
bushels oats, 1,000 bushels potatoes, and 500 bushels beans. But for a
severe drought, the wheat-crop would have been at least twice as great.

There are three day-schools, with an attendance of 147 pupils, nearly
all boys; a fine industrial-school building, with accommodations for 40
boys and 40 girls, will be ready for occupancy this fall, and many In-
dians are anxiously waiting to enter their children.

All these Indians wear citizens’ clothing. The chiefs are elected by
the tribe annually, and the regulations of the reservation are enforced
by an Indian police. The plan has been adopted this year of furnish-
ing no rations except in return for labor. Though of course not popu-
lar with the Indians, they make little resistance to the carrying out of
this method.

Eight young men are serving as apprentices under the blacksmith,
carpenter, miller, and shoemaker, and are rapidly obtaining a good
practical knowledge of their respective trades.

The portion of* the Winnebagoes living in Wisconsin, numbering 860,
at the earnest request of the citizens and authorities of the State, were
removed last winter to this agency, and placed on a tract ot land pur-
chased for thew of the Omahas. Inregard to their condition, Super-
intendent Barclay White reports as follows:

. Great care has been taken to meet the wants and relieve the necessities of the
Wisconsin Winnebagoes removed to the Winnebago reservation during the winter. A
special subagent has had oversight and charge of them, regular rations of food and
supplies of clothing have been issued to them, and a fertile tract cousisting of nearly
twenty sections of land, a portion of it heavily timbered, purchased from the Omahas
for their special use, and, as far as the lateness of the season would admit, prairie-sod
has been broken for them on the new purchase preparatory to next year’s agricuitural
operations. .

Many of the Wisconsin Indians appear to be of dissolute habits, and the restraint of
agency laws, with other causes, has made them dissatisfied with their home. Probably
one-half of the number removed have found their way back to Wisconsin.

S
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In addition to the causes assigned above by Superintendent White
for the large failure in the effort to entirely remove the Winnebagoes
from Wisconsin, mention should be made of the persistent effort on the
part of three or four persons who had formerly lived with these va-
grants in Wisconsin and enjoyed a certain profit in. their berry-trade,
first, to dissuade them from consenting to go, and afterward, by mis-
representations and all possible false inducements, to lead them to run
away from their agent in Nebraska and return to their haunts and
vagabondism in Wisconsin. Among other inducements offered was
that of homesteads, varying in extent from one to three acres, which
have been located on abandoned pine barrens absolutely worthless,
except as a home for vagabondism, where it may abide unreached and
uncured.

KANSAS.

KICKAPOO AND POTTAWATOMIE AGENCIES.—These have been con-
solidated under one agent.

"The IKickapoos, to the number of 266, have a fertile reservation in
the northeastern part of Kansas containing 20,272 acres, of which 9,137
have been allotted in severalty. The tribe formerly lived in Illinois. A
Jarge part of it emigrated to Mexico, and were afterward joined during
the war by about 100 from Kansas, who were dissatistied with the
terms of the treaty of 1863. The Mexican Kickapoos, by their frequent
raids on the border, have been a source of annoyance and danger to the
citizens of Texas, and an effort was made last year, through a special
cominission, to remove them to a reservation in the central part of the
Indian Territory, which was largely successful. Many of the Kansas
Kickapoos have a strong desire to join their brethren in the Indian
Territory, and are not inclined to make improvement until the matter
is decided.

- The tribe as a whole, however, are industrious, nearly self-supporting,
and evince great interest in the education of their children. They wear
citizens’ dress, live in houses, are well supplied with agricaltural imple-
ments, and make a good living from the soil. They have exchanged a
large namber of their ponies for a smaller number of good borses, a
change which is very favorable to their farming interests ; 1,180 acres
were planted in wheat, oats, corn, and potatoes, but chinch-bugs,
drought, and grasshoppers have destroyed their crops, leaving them in a
very destitute condition. Ten houses have been built this season by
Tudian labor.

Sixty pupils have been instructed in the boarding-school, and have
made good progress. Special attention has been given to instruction in
the proper preparation of food, and with such success that the older girls .
are in danger of being kept from school on account of their increased:
usefulness at home.

The two churches, in charge of native pastors, have a membership
of 135,

The Pottawatomies number 467, and are that portion known as the
Prairie band of Pottawatomies, who, under the fourth article of the
treaty of December 15, 1861, decided to hold their lands and money in
common. The larger part of the nation, numbering 1,400, became citi-
zens and received their land in fee. Several hundred of these new * citi-
zens 7 shortly after repaired to Mexico, and from this refuge in a foreign
country have frequently indulged in raiding on ranches and herds of
stock in Texas. A special commission was appointed last year to in-
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duce them to return, with the Southern Kickapoos, to their own country.
Many others, especially the full-blooded Indians, who became ‘¢ citi-
zens,” are reported by the agent as not having in anywise improved their
condition by being thrust unprepared and without sufficient guard into
the responsibilities and competition of a civilized life. Several families
of Kansas ¢citizens” have come back from Mexico, and are surprised to
learn that they are not still Indians, and that during their absence, upon
affidavifs before the court that the said ¢ citizens ” were dead, in many
cases administrators, duly appointed under the laws of Kansas, have
administered upon their moneys and effects. ‘

The reservation contains 17,357 acres, excellent for both tillage and
grazing, and fairly wooded. The number of acres cultivated has nearly
trebled in two years, and is now 500.. Agent Newlin reports :

Every head of a family has a farm or cultivated field, generally improved by a house
and orchard, and always by a substantial fence. They have abandoned hunting for
game as a means of sustaining life, and with the assistapce of their annuity, which is
liberal, depend upon their fields for subsistence for themselves and stock.

Though their crops were cut short last year by drought, they commenced farming
operations the following spring with more than usnal energy. Their method of farm-
ing was greatly improved through the introdnction-of modern farming-implements,
and their fields gave promise of a bountiful harvest, when a succession of visitations
in the shape of chinch-bugs, drought, and finally grasshoppers, have destroyed the last
vestige of vegetation, leaving the Indians entirely dependent on their annuity, which
will be of needed assistance to them during the ensuing yvear, though I believe the
payment of money annuities to be an obstacle in the path of the advancement of the
Indians.

They own 650 horses, 200 head of cattle, and 250 hogs. Ten log
houses have been built this season, making eighty in all, an increase of
seventy in two years.

Their annuities are large and permanent. The former strong opposi-
tion of the Indians to education has been nearly overcome, and a flour-
ishing boarding-school, with 43 pupils, has been sustained throughout
the year.

During the winter and spring whooping-cough and pneumonia pre-
vailed and have proved so fatal as nearly to decimate the tribe.

DAKOTA.

DEVIL’S LAKE AGENCY.—The Sissiton and Wahpeton Sioux, at Devil’s
Lake, in the northeastern part of Dakota, number 1,047, of whom 750
are permanent residents at the agency.

The reservation contains 230,400 acres of valuable land, 20,000 being
wooded. Limestoneis obtained from the hills, and the ravines form good
hay-meadows. Kighty families, representing nearly 300 persons, are
‘engaged in agriculture, and have cultivated during the year 135 acres.
An experiment on a small scale has proved the practicability of raising
wheat on this reservation. Of the 60 head of cattle issued to individual
Indians last year, but four have died, two from want of care and two
by accident. Forty thousand feet of lumber have been sawed. Nine-
teen log-houses, 18 feet square, have been built, mostly by Indian labor;
making the whole number of houses occupied by themn 84. A hopetul
indication is the growing desire to build their houses at some distance
from each other, which it was impossible to induce them to do so long
as they were in danger of raids by hostile Sioux, and especially so long
as they adhered to the old and pernicious custom of having all things
in common. Within two years the number of those wearing citizen’s
clothing has increased from 50 men to 152 men and 25 women, besides
many boys and girls.
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There seems to be a movement among the wild ¢ Cut-Head” Sioux to
remove to and settle upon this reservation. - The few already there are
among the most industrious and frugal laborers.

In regard to the results of the year’s labor their agent reports:

It is estimated that there will be harvested this fall 2,000 bushels corn, 2,500 bushels
potatoes, 25 bushels beans, and about 100 bushels wheat. The yield would have been
far greater but for the devastation caused by grasshoppers. There have been 300 rods
of fence constructed during the year, by the Indians, and much other labor performed
beside field-work, in cutting and hauling fire-wood, hay for the animals, and in saving
expense to the Government by transporting the supplies with their own teams, from
the nearest point on the Northern Pacific Railroad, a distance of about eighty miles.
The agency-house,. 4 frame building 24 by 28 feet, is now in course of erection; most
of the material is also manufactured here. The whole will, I hope, be completed this
season.

A kiln of bricks will be finished in two days, when we will have 40,000 bricks for
making ¢ himneys, one for each Indian house, if possible, to give proper ventilation.

The mannal Iabor school-house commenced last year is finished and ready for occu-
pancy. It is 40 by 60 feet, two stories high, of brick manufactured on the ground, as
well as the lime with which it'is well plastered, and presents a handsome appearance.

The school will be opened on the arrival of teachers from a community of the Sisters
of Charity with whom satisfactory arrangements have been closed, they receiving
nothing but the actnal expense for their support. A permanent mission for religious
educatii)n will be opened at the same time, and a church-building will be completed
this fall.

In regard to the prosperous condition of these Indians, Inspector
Kemble reports: :

It gives me much pleasure to testify to the gratifying progress which the Indians are
making on this reservation, not only in house-building and tarming, but in cleanliness
and comfort in their several homes. Their planted fields are still small, and there is
not much variety in the products of their farms, corn, potatoes, and squashes being the
staples. But they are trying wheat, and notwithstanding the shortness of the season
and the plague of grasshoppers, it is claimed that it can be successfully cultivated.
The soil of the greater part of the reservation is very rich, and the working Indians
are much encouraged by the results of the past two years’ industry. Isaw Indians
living in good log-houses reared by their own hands, on well-scrubbed floors, eating
from clean white crockery laid on neat tables, who years ago were wild men in their
blankets, wanderers over the prairies or dwellers in dirty teepees. The transformation
seemed incredible, and certainly much credit is due the agent and his assistants for the
good management which has brought about such changes.

SISSITON AGENCY.—The Sissiton and Wahpeton band of Sioux, on
Lake Traverse Reservation, on the eastern boundary of Dakota, now
number 1,677, an increase of 137 over the number reported last year.
This increase is mainly due to the removal thither of the Wabey band
of Sioux, who have hitherto resisted all efforts to induce them to give
up their wandering life. The death of their chief, Eagle Feather, left
tkem without a leader, and they have seemed glad to select farms and
begin a life of civilized labor. A number of Indian scouts recently dis-
charged from the United States service on the frontier have also come
to settle with these Indians, to whom they are related.

An attempted insurrection, led by the head chief and several head-
men, was promptly put down by the agent ; the oxen, wagons, &c., seized
were returned to their owners; two of the ringleaders were delivered up
to him for punishment and were imprisoned in Fortt Wadsworth for
nearly a month and a half, and all participants in the affair were for one
month deprived of certain rights and privileges to which they would
otherwise have been entitled. With this exception the conduct of these
Indians has been exemplary throughout the year in industry, loyaity,
aud friendship toward the Government and the white people, and in
hearty co-operation with the present policy of promoting their civiliza-
tion.

The reservation contains 918,353 acres, of which two-thirds are adapted
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to grazing; most of the rest is tillable, except 6,000 acres wooded, and
12,000 useless. The Indians have broken 191 and planted 840 acres,
an increase of 340 acres over last year. The crops promised finely, espe-
cially their 206 acres of wheat, but the grasshoppers took nearly every-
thing.

Two years ago there were on this reservation 26 houses occupied by
[ndians. They have now 209 houses and 256 log stables; 105 of the
stables and 68 houses have been built by themselves during the year.
They have also dug 65 cellars, made 903 rods of fencing, and cut 3,000
tons of hay. They own 383 head of horses, 332 cattle, 179 swine, 1,304
chickens, and 176 turkeys. All the men and most of the women wear
citizens’ dress. There are four district day-schools and one manual-labor
boarding-school. These have been taught by 9 teachers, with an attend-
ance of 95 pupils, in most cases with gratifying results. The 18 scholars
in the girls’ and the 15 in the boys’ department of the boarding-school,
despite the want of proper accommodations, have made such commend-
able progress in every way as to justify the expectation that on the early
completion of the new school-building, with accommodations for 60 pupils,
the educational progress already witnessed upon this reservation will be
largely accelerated. )

The following is taken from the annual report of their agent:

The Sabbath is generally observed by rest from labor and traveling and by attend-
ance on divine services. Very little if any spirituous liquors have been introduced or
used during the year on this reservation. We show no quarters to the liquor dealers,
excepting it may be a small stone building erected at this agency last autumn for such
lawless and defiant men.

Polygamy and bigamy are fast passing away, and we trust that all such old practices
are destined soon to be numbered among the things and customs of the past. Chief-
tainships and warriors’ honors are alike failing to command even the respect of the
intelligent, working, and progressive Indians and half-breeds here,-and no unreason-
able tribute can be laid upon them for the maintenance and support of any old claims
of this kind.

There are six Presbyterian churches organized on this reservation, with a member-
ship of 410,and a native pastor for each church. Public religious services are held
regularly in all these churches, besides at several out-stations. I am happy to testify
to the general consistency of the members of the churches, their devotion to their
religious services, and their self-denials, and liberal support of the means of grace,
which they have voluntarily assumed. Also to the fidelity and devotion of the native
pastors to the work of their calling, and their uniform fidelity to the United States
Government in relation to the education and material advancement of this people.

Siouz at Flandreau.—The Flandreau Sioux are located on the head-
waters of the Big Sioux River, a fertile country, but subject to drought
and grasshoppers and scantily wooded. In March, 1869, twenty-five
families of the Santee Sioux, including four of the chiefs who signed the
old treaty, convinced that they could make more rapid advancement in
civilization as citizens, voluntarily dissolved their connection with the
tribe and came to this place, selected homesteads of 160 acres each, paid
the fees, and with nothing but their hands began lifein earnest. Nearly
all were members of the Presbyterian Church. They endured great hard-
ships and some of their best men perished in snow-storms, but they per-
severed and were joined by others, who have also taken homesteads,
until they have increased to 75 families, containing 312 persons. A
year ago the Government came to their assistance with oxen, wagons,
plows, and smaller farming implements for 36 families. The Presby-
terians have built them a church and the Government has bought a
school-house and pays the teacher. As the result of the four years’ ex-
periment they all live in houses built by themselves—twenty during the
year; have 370 acres under cultivation, and own 70 horses and 94 head
of cattle. One hundred and nineteen read the Sioux language fluently.
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The school has been irregularly attended by 41 pupils, the irregularity
mainly owing to the distance of many from the school-house. Al attend
church, the membership of which is 135. They have harvested 472
bushels of wheat, 440 bushels of corn, 900 bushels of potatoes, and
some turnips and beans, but about four-fifths of their crops were ruined
by grasshoppers, and many families look forward to a winter of destitu-
tion and hunger. Entire good-will exists between these Indians and the
white settlers around them.

This experiment of individual enterprise and self-reliance is an inter-
esting one, showing the true line of effort for civilization. Fortunately
a provision in the treaty of 1868 with the Sioux Nations, allows any
member of that nation to follow the course which these Flandreaus have
taken, and it is not unreasonable to suppose that, if the same privilege
can be granted by proper legislation to other Indian tribes much more
favorably situated for such individual enterprise, many will avail them-
selves of it, and strike out for themselves. Such legislation, however,
should not require the Indian on leaving his tribe te forfeit at once all
Government aid at a point where he needs it most, and is best prepared
to make a wise use of it.

YANKTON AGENCY.—The Yankton Sioux have a reservation of 400,000
acres in the south part of Dakota, fifty miles from Yankton. They num-
ber 2,000, about one-half of whom live in houses, and one-fourth have
adopted civilized dress.

These Indians for several years past have been entirely friendly, and
are thoroughly committed to civilization. They have given up the hunt,
and are quite generally engaged in agriculture. The soil is good, but
as they are in a region subject to drought, severe storms, and grass-
hoppers, their crops are very uncertain, and they are and will continue
to be largely dependent for support on rations furnished by the Govern-
ment. Twelve hundred acres were planted by them this year, (an in-
crease of 250 per cent. since 1872,) inaddition to the agency farm of 1,000
acres, mostly to corn, from which, owing to drought and grasshoppers,
only 2,000 bushels will be harvested. A few were persuaded to sow
wheat, but the failure of this their first crop is discouraging. Their
main outlook for self-support is in stock-raising, for which the reserva-
tion is better adapted, and to which special attention has been given
in the last two years. There are now on the reservation 1,500 ponies,
100 mules, 250 head of cattle, and 150 hogs, the individual property of
the Indians, and 800 sheep still in the care of the agency. All have
been properly used and well taken care of. Two thousand tons of hay
have been put up this season.

In connection with sheep-raising, the art of weaving cloth on hand-
looms has been introduced, in regard to which the agent reports:

I have started a weaving-room where I constantly employ from six to eight Indian
women in weaving. The cloth made is of a very good quality, and will serve the
Indians much better than what is bought for them. As these Indians have now a flock
of some 800 sheep, it will not be long ere the clothing for the nation can be produced
and manufactured at home. I would recommend that this pursuit be encouraged as
much as possible, even though, at first, the cloth could be purchased at a less price, as

it will, in time, prove of greatimportance, and for the time being is a civilizing power
of no small merit.

The manufacture of willow baskets has been commenced and promises
to be a success. Thirty-five Indian houses have been built during the
year, making a total of 250—an increase of 162 in three years; 600,000
feet lumber have been sawed, and 1,500 cords wood cut and sold to the
steamboats. A large stone building for a boys’ boarding-school, with
accommodations for the teachers and missionaries, has been erected by
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the missionary bishop of the Episcopal Church. There are also a girls’.

boarding-school attached to the chapel, and three day-schools, sup-
ported by this denomination. Two other day-schools are maintained
by the Presbyterians. In all these, over 200 pupils havebeen taught.

There are five church buildings and six churches, with 2 membership
of 525.

In regard to apprentices and the conduct of the Indians, their agent
reports:

I have, during the year, employed apprentices in all the shops—blacksmith, tinsmith,
carpenter, and grist-mill. These are mostly half-breeds. I believe, however, the full
Indian will do as well. I have, also, a number of young Indians employed as farm-
laborers. As these continue steadily to labor year atter year, some of them having
now continued in the employ of the Government for the last six or seven years, they
become more and more skillful. I can now intrust to these men my breaking-teawms,
stirring-plows, mowers, and hay-rakes. These men are now capable farm-hands,
and, with the superintendent farmer, are able to conduct the entire farm-work of the
agency.

The record of the Indians under my charge during the past year is, as usual, gnod,
so far as their peaceable conduct goes. None to my knowledge have gone out on war
parties; no disturbance among themselves ; no depredations on their white neighbors.
They have remained at home, quietly doing their work. There is no jail, no law ex-
cept the treaty and the agent’s word, yet we have no quarrels, no fighting, and, with
one or two exceptions, there has not been a single case of drunkenness during the last
year. This I consider quite remarkable, when we take into consideration the fact that
the reservation is surrounded by ranches where liquors of all kinds can be obtained.
The improvements going on among them are spoken of by all who pass through the
reservation. If they continue in the future to improve as fast as they have in the last
two years, they will soon be able to take care of themselves.

The remaining bands of Sioux in Dakota under five agencies have a
common reservation of 25,964,800 acres, bounded by the forty-sixth
parallel, the Missouri River, and the State lines of Nebraska, Wyoming,
and Dakota.

STANDING ROCK AGENCY.—The Upper and Lower Yanctonnais, to the
number of 1,406 and 2,607, respectively, with 1,556 Uncpapas and 871
Blackyeet, are located on the Missouri River, about one hundred miles
nearly due south from Bismarck, to which place the agency was removed
last year from Grand River.

Their conduct during the year has been orderly, and they have steadily
declined all invitations of the ¢ hostiles” to join them. Thetroops were
removed from the agency in July. These Indians are dependent on
Government for subsistence and are entirely opposed to labor. The
Indian women have planted about 200 acres, broken by the Govern-
ment, this year in corn and vegetables, but owing to grasshoppers and
drought, will harvest but 1,280 bushels of corn. There have been built
during the year oue agent’s, one physician’s, one council and three
store houses; one blacksmith and one carpenter shop; one stable, two
corrals, employés’ quarters, and six houses for Indians, with which they
are much pleased. Thirty wagons have been issued. They have been
induced to bury their dead instead of placing them on scaffolds accord-
ing to their old custom.

The experiment of furnishing oxen and cows to these Indians was
undertaken, on the earnest recommendation of their agent, at too early
a stage in their civilization. The care of those not turned over to the
Indians has been an expense to the Government, and those received by
them have not always escaped the immediate requirements for fresh
beef. ~

CHEYENNE RIVER AGENCY.—The Thiwo-Kettle, Minneconjou, Sans Arc,
and Blackfeet bands of Sioux, numbering in all 4,982, have an agency
on the west side of the Missouri, near the mouth of Cheyenne River;
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230 families are now living in houses, and, notwithstanding the destruc-
tion of their crops last year, have cultivated 600 acres, from which they
have received an abundant yield in corn and vegetables ; 200 acres have
been broken, and 40 Indian houses are in process of erection for others
who have lately given up their nomadic life, and a growing interest in
civilized life and occupation is manifested, though the poor quality of
the soil and their exposure to grasshopper raids would discourage most
white settlers. They own large herds of ponies, besides 100 mules and
200 head of cattle. But few have as yet been induced to give up the
blanket. The washing away of its banks by the Missouri River has neces-
sitated the removal of many of the agency buildings to a safer locality.
Intemperance is as yet almost entirely unknown at this agency.

The expedition to the Black Hills is reported by Agent Bingham as
having “ done visible harm in causing dissatisfaction and discontent
even izmong those who have hitherto been most friendly and appreci-
ative.”

A boarding-school and two day-schools have been sustained mainly
by benevolent contributions, with an attendance of 139 pupils, of whom,
72 have learned to read during the year. Two of the seven teachers
are Indians. This is the showing of three years’ earnest-effort for civil-
ization at a great disadvantage, and in many respects among those pre-
viously considered hopelessly intractable.

Crow CREEK AGENCY.—This includes the Lower Yanctonais and
Lower Brulé Sioux.

The Lower Yanctonais are located on the east side of the Missouri
River, on Crow Creek. They number by actual count 1,200. Their uni-
’rormly good behavior and improvement in industry durmg the year are
commendable. Eighteen months ago there was not an Indian house on
the reservation. There are now one hundred log houses, mostly built
by Indian labor. They have cultivated 200 acres of land, the principal
crop being 1,500 bushels of corn; 100 acres were plowed and fenced,
as well as planted, by the Indians themselves, being with few excep-
tions their first plowing and fencing. They have also cut 3,000 cords
of wood. The experiment of stock-raising among them has been so far
successful. Their agent writes :

Last November a yoke of oxen and a cow were issued to the head of each family
that had procured hay for the same. Thirty families were provided with stock in this
manner. They have taken much pride in their stock, and in no case have they killed
an animal that has been issued to them as individual property. I am still issuing to
families on the same plan, and I see no reason why these Indians should not within a
reasonable time become good stock-growers, the country being well adapted to graz-
ing, and but poorly adapted to agriculture. ) .

These Indians, together with the Brulés, own 3,275 horses and 35
mules ; 100,000 feet of lumber have been sawed in the mill during the
season.

A small school of six boarding and nine day scholars has been kept
up at the agency, and during the winter a branch school was opened in
camp seven miles below. It is proposed the coming winter to open a
similar school in eamp seven miles above.

The Lower Brulé Siouxz, numbering 1,800, are on the west side of the
Missouri, ten miles below the Yanctonais. They have made little ad-
vancement during the year. They have objected to the issue of rations
by weight and have challenged the roll; but by the presence of the mil-
itary good order has been preserved. ODe hundred acres were plowed
for them by the agent, which they carelessly planted in corn, and after-
ward neglected, so that the crop will prove an entire failure.
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A war-party of these Brulés, in March last, stole five horses from
farmers near, but on the demand of the agent they were given up and
restored to their owners. Shortly after another raiding party killed 15
head of cattle belonging to farmers on the Niobrara. Through the
prompt action of the agent they afterward brought to him an equal
pumber of horses for indemnity, and express willingness to restore

the full value of the cattle when the owners shall present their claims .

and proofs of actual loss.

1t is quite important that these Indians should be moved to the mouth
of White River, and a separate agency established for them ; 3,000
could easily be gathered there, half of whom are now marauding and
lawless bands. Respecting their removal inspector Bevier reports:

Agent Livingston has recommended that this branch agency be changed into a sep-
arate and independent agency, and I would respectfully add my approval of the same.
There are 1,800 Brulés, enough to occupy the attention of one agent and to make a
respectable-sized agency. They do not harmonize well with the Yanctonais. It is
always more or less difficult, and at times impossible, to cross the river to get to them.
The expense of an independent agency over the present branch agency would be
scarcely perceptible, and but few additional buildings would be required.

RED CLOUD AGENCY.—This agencyislocated on White River, to which
it was removed in August, 1873, not without much opposition from Red
Cloud, the chief of the Ogalallas. The present location gives good water
and farming-lands, with timber and hay from teun to fifteen miles dis-
tant; but the survey of the line of the northern boundary of Nebraska,
recently run, shows that it was located in Nebraska, instead of upon the
permanent reservation of the Sioux in Dakota.

Great difficulty has been experienced hitherto in procuring a reliable
census of Indians who belong to this agency. Until the agent was sup-
ported by a military force the Indians had been able to refuse to allow
him to count them, and still to demand and take their rations; but under
the protection of a military force, now stationed at Red Cloud, theagent
has accomplished the count, and enumerates 9,807, mainly Ogalalla
Sioux, now at this agency, (exclusive of over 1,000 of the wildest, who
fled to the north rather than submit to the process of a count,) and
2,294 Northern Arapahos and Cheyennes.

The conduct of the Indians during the year is reported by their agent
as follows :

The Indians were much dissatisfied on account of an alleged promise of guns and
horses made them on condition that they would remove the agency to its present
location. They were disposed to be insolent and unreasonable, placing limits to the
range of travel of the agent and employés. Toward the last of September, when the
annuity goods were to be distributed, a large number of Indians from the northern
tribes of Minneconjou, Sans Arc, Uncpapa, and Oncpapa bands of Sioux, who have
never acceded to the treaty of 1868, and are therefore termed hostile, came into the
agency, increasing the number to be fed to more than double that for whom supplies
had been provided. Many of these people had never beeun to an agency before, and
were exceedingly vicious and insolent. They made unreasonable demands for food,
and supplemented their demands with threats. They resisted every effort to count
them. On one occasion, when attempting to count their lodges, I was arrested by some
three hundred of these wild fellows, and returned to the agency for trial. But of the
older residents of the agency, about seven hundred, armed and mounted, came to my
relief and protected me. Unable to induce them to comply with the orders of the
Government for a census to be taken, I appealed to those who had lived long enough
at the agency to understand tlie necessity of a compliance with these orders, and about

_the 1st of February they declared in favor of yielding to my direction in all matters
pertaining to the business of the agency. This exasperated the hostiles, and immedi-
ately they broke up into small war-parties, going off in all directions, and attacking
all parties who were not strong enough to oppose them. On the 8th of February I
went to Whetstone agency for the purpose of consulting Agent Howard in regard to
the propriety of calling for troops. That night about 2 o’clock, the watchman having
fallen asleep, a Minneconjou Indian, belonging to the band of *“Lone Horn” of the
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north, scaled the stockade, and calling my clerk, Frank D. Appleton, to the door, shot
and killed him. The Indian escaped. Agent Howard called for troops, and, as my em-
ployés were much alarmed, I joined in the request. On the arrival of the troops there
was much excitement. All of the hostile and many of the resident Indians left the
agency for the north. The excitement, however, soon subsided, and I commenced a reg-
istration of the people, which they had previously consented to. Since this has been
accomplished there has been little or no difficnlty, as they readily comply with almost
any request I make. During the summer those previously living at the agency have
returned.

After sending messengers through the Powder River and Big Horn
country, Red Cloud became convinced that there was not enough game
to last through a war, and at a general council it was resolved to
protect any who wished to farm. Twenty-five persons expressed their
desire to commence, and thirty acres were broken for and planted by
them, but too late in the season for their crops to mature. Notwith-
standing, the agent has greater demands for assistance in farming than
Lie has means at his disposal to meet, and many Indians are asking for
houses. The country, however, is better adapted for grazing. The In-
dians have over 10,000 horses, of inferior stock, which might be greatly
improved, and they would soon learn to raise cattle.

During the year there have been built a stockade 200 by 400 feet, a
warehouse, a barn, three offices, four rooms for employés’ quarters, a
mess-house, and a house for the agent; the saw-mill has been set up,
and 150,000 feet of lumber have been sawed; a dam has been con-
structed, and a mile and a balf of irrigation-ditch made. No educational
or missionary work has ever been undertaken. Preparations are now
being made for the building of a school-house and opening of a school.

Even among those wild tribes an armed Indian police has been found
to be a reliable and efficient aid to the agent in maintaining discipline.
He reports:

Sitting Bull is an Ogalalla soldier, a nephew of Little Wound, noted among the Iu-
dians for his personal courage, and, during the late war, he was a bitter enemy of the
whites. Since the treaty was made he has been friendly, and since I have been at the
agency he has been a warm friend. I have made him the leader of the soldiers, whom
I have armed by permission of the Department. It is my opinion that the number of
Indian soldiers could be increased not only with safety, but with benefit to the Indians
and the agent. If Icould be permitted to arm and pay fifty or a hundred of such men
as I could sclect, I would be willing to trust the safety of the agency and my own life
to their care. They have repeatedly shown their fidelity to the Government and their
friendship for me. Their action in regard to the late order requiring them to be
counted I consider the crucial test of their sincerity, and but for their efforts I should
have been unable to have carried out the order.

A delegation of Cheyennes and Arapahos visited Washington in
November, 1873, to consult in regard to their removal to join the South-
ern Arapahos and Cheyenues in the Indian Territory. This removal
was insisted upon by the Department, and was strongly opposed by the
Indians, who have, however, since consented, and the leading chiefs
have signed an agreement to remove thither whenever the Government
is prepared to receive them; but pending the disturbances in the Indian
Territory by hostile Cheyennes, and their subjugation by the military, it
has not been deemed advisable to undertake such removal. )

.SPOTTED TAIL AGENCY.—This agency has been removed during the
year twelve miles, to a location selected by a special commission, which,
likethat of Red Cloud, is found to be outside of the Sioux reservation, ten
miles south of the Nebraska line. The commission gave as their reason
for selecting this location their inability to find on the reservation a
tract of country with wood and water suitable for tillage or pasturage.

The Brulé Siouxr number 7,000. But little has been done for them,
beyond the drawing them around their agency by the issue of regular
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rations. No attempt at farming has been made. Serious disturbances
were feared during the winter by the presence of large numbers of well-
armed and mounted Minneconjoux with Uncpapas, Sans Arcs, and Two
Kettles, who attacked the agency herders, stole cattle, demanded rations,
threatened the agent, and made other hostile demonstrations, and troops
were furnished the agency for protection. To the presence of these
troops the Brulés made no opposition, and great credit is due them for

their uniform good behavior, notwithstanding the example and influence -

of their maraunding visitors. Practically, nothing has been accomplished
at either Red Cloud or Spotted Tail agencies in civilization itself; but
the control and confidence already gained, their attraction to, and com-
paratively permanent abode around an agency, and their manifest un-
readiness to join iu hostilitiesagainst the Government, are necessary steps
preparatory to any work of civilization. This has been accomplished
solely by issues of beef, blankets, coffee, and sugar.

PoNcA AGENOY.—The Poncas, numbering 730, have a reservation of
96,000 acres in the southeastern part of the Territory, near the junction
of the Missouri and Niobrara Rivers. They are constantly exposed to
raids from hostile Sioux, and are gathered for mutual protection into
three villages not over ten miles apart. A detachment of about twenty
soldiers, for whom comfortable quarters have been built this season, is
stationed at the agency.

But few improvements have been undertaken, owing to the prospect
of a removal of the Poncas to some place where they will be able, un-
molested by Sioux, to carry on farming operations. They have culti-
vated, during the past season, 300 acres for themselves, in addition to

the 100 acres of the agency farm ; but the large crop of wheat and corn

which they.-hoped to harvest was first damaged by drought and then
destroyed by grasshoppers.

The Poncas are an inoftensive, agriculturally disposed people. Nearly
all live in houses, of which 22 have been built during the year. They
own, individually, over a hundred head of cattle and fifty wagons ; are
well supplied with farming implements, and need only an opportunity
to work in safety with a reasonable prospect of a yearly harvest, to soon
become self-supporting. Their condition and prospects have materially
improved by the enforcement of the labor system among them during
the past year. Instead of getting their rations and annuity money and
goods, as heretofore, on demand, each family has had a ledger-account
with the agent and has received Government aid only in return for labor
performed. .

The Poncas and Omahas speak the same language, and the question
of the removal of the Poncas to the Cmaha reservation in Nebraska is
now pending. Both tribes desire it. Such a consolidation is very de-
sirable, both on account of economy in administration and for the bene-
fit of the Indians, aud there is nothing lacking for its consummation
except an appropriation of funds for the purchase of a sufficient tract of
land from the Omahas and for the necessary expense of the removal and
establishment of the Poncas.

If it were possible to intercept and punish the small bands of Sioux
as they pass the military posts coming from the upper agencies, it is
believed that one or two severe chastisements Ly the military would be
much more effectual in protecting the Poncas than any detachment sta-
tioned on their reservation. This hostility of the Sioux has its founda-
tion in what they regard an act of bad faith on the part of the Govern-
ment, in selling a part of their reserve to the Poncas. If the Poncas
are removed, their reserve in Dakota will equitably revert to the Sioux,
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and can be used to good advantage in the settlement of some of the
bands who are preparing to begin an agricultural life.

ForT BERTHOLD AGENCY.—The Arickarees, numbering 975, the Gros
Ventres, numbering 620,and the Mandans, numbering 420, have a reserva-
tion containing 8,320,000 acres of unproductive soil, very scantily wooded,
in Northwestern Dakota, including a part of Montana. They subsist
chiefly by hunting and rations from Government, though more than half
of them have small gardens during the summer, near the agency, culti-
vated by the women. They have for many years been friendly to the
whites, and the Rees have been quite extensively enlisted as scouts.

In regard to the two important obstacles in the way of their civiliza-
tion their agent writes :

The unfriendliness of this climate is a serious difficulty against which we must con-
tend; its long and exceedingly cold winters, its hot, debilitating summers, its poor
water and high winds, its dust and drought, its frosts and floods, its grasshoppers and
worms, render agriculture very laborious and uncertain. This season the grasshop-
pers have entirely destroyed our oats and wheat, about 60 acres of each, while the
drought has kept our potatoes down to half a crop and the corn_to about a third of a
full yield. The constant danger of attacks from the Sioux is another serious hinderance
to civilizing efforts. On the 13th of June last a small party of Sioux fired upon our
village, and, by retreating, drew these Indians into an ambuscade, where several hun-
dred concealed Sioux attacked, killing and horribly mutilating five Rees and one Man-
dan. This calamity threw these people into such a state of gloom and sullen anger
that it was almost impossible to keep them from taking the war-path.

During the year a delegation of the Arickarees, with their agent,
made a visit of exploration to the Indian Territory, with a view to their
removal thither. Though pleased with the country, their fear that it
would be too warm, their dread of the long journey, and, most of all,
their attachment to the place of their birth and the homes of their dead,
make them prefer to remain where they are, and, as they express it,
«work harder and have less.” It is hoped that the Mandans and Gros
Ventres may, before long, be induced to join the Crows in Judith Basin,
as they speak the same language and are very much the same people.

Notwithstanding discouragements these Indians have made marked
improvement during the year in the cultivation of 1,200 acres. Forty
men have been converted to the labor system and are working steadily,
while a large amount of work has been performed by others irregularly,
and a growing disposition to labor is manifest in all. For the first time
they have put up for sale, besides that needed by their ponies, 100 tons
of hay, procured with great labor from small scattered meadows, and
have cut and hauled 400 cords of wood, which could be gathered only
in small amounts at distances of from three to seven miles from the
agency. Four or five Indians have opened wood-yards at various points
along the Missouri River, and propose to furnish all the wood needed
by the steamboats next season. They now propose to dig 75 tons of
coal to be hauled to the agency, a distance of eight miles, by their
ponies and the agency cattle; this service heretofore having been per-
formed by contract at large expense to the Government. The dirt
lodges are giving way to comfortable log houses, of which 50 have been
built within ten months. The saw and grist mill has been repaired and
50,000 feet of lumber sawed. Their first school has had an average
attendance of 45 pupils. Many deaths among the children have occurred
from whooping-cough, but confidence in the ¢ white man’s medicines”
is rapidly increasing. It is due to the truth of history to state, that the
amelioration of the condition and prospects of these Indians has been
brought about by a change of administration of agency affairs; and
yet it will be impossible for the Government under any administration
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to.do for these Indians all that they deserve, while they remain in
their present locality. They have seen the Sioux well fed on the beef,
coffee, and sugar of the Government to which they were hostile, and
vet, though often themselves on short rations, and seeing their wives
and children pinched with hunger and cold, have steadily withstood all
efforts of the Sioux to swerve them from their unflinching loyalty to the
Government. Every possible effort will be made to induce these Indians
to remove to another section of Dakota or Montana; and, meanwhile,
there should be no hesitation in providing fully for their wants by defi-
ciency appropriations whenever their crops fail.

BLACKFEET AGENCY.—The Blackfeet, Bloods,and Piegans, numberin g,
respectively, 1,500, 1,500, and 2,450, are on a reservation estimated to
contain 31,250 square miles, set aside by Executive order in 1873, and
established by Congress at its last session for them, with the Gros Ven-
tres, Assinnaboines, and Mountain Crows in common, bounded by the
Missouri, Sun, and Marias Rivers, and by the State line of Dakota. By
this action a large tract, formerly roamed over by these Indians, has
been surrendered for settlement, but this being done without their
knowledge, is declared by them to be a great hardship, depriving them
of some of their best hunting along the Teton. *

The Blackfeet never, and the Bloods seldom visit the agency, and most
of the time range north of the British line, coming in contact with law-
less white men, whose vices and whisky are fast increasing their pov-
erty and diminishing their numbers. The Piegans trequently visit the
agency,draw rations,are loyal, and,except when intoxicated, peaceable.
Game is plentiful, and, as yet, only two Indians have attempted farming.
They planted an acre each this year, which the grasshoppers harvested.
For two years past the agency crops have been nearly all destroyed by
this cause.

A day-schoolhasbeen opened for the first time, attended by 26 pupils,
and, considering that the children spend all the time out of school in
the wigwams, has met with very encouraging success. Many of the
Piegans are anxious to have their children educated, and a boarding-
school is greatly needed.

Two whisky-traders were shot by a young Piegan in April last, in
defense of his father’s life. Another man was brutally murdered in
March by a party of thirteen northern Blackfeet, whom the military
were unable to arrest and punish. The sale of whisky to these Indians
and illicit trading on the reservation, by the employment of special
detectives, has been somewhat lessened. One conviction and imprison-
ment has been effected.

In May a treaty of peace was entered into between the Piegans and
Gros Ventres and Assinnaboines, which has thus far been faithfully ob-
served. These Indians are properly classed with those at Fort Peck
and Fort Belknap in respect to civilization.

OrOwW AGENCY.—The Mountain and River Crows number respectively
3,000 and 1,200. The River Crows have a reservation of about six
and one-fourth million acres, between the Yellowstone and the north
line of Wyoming Territory. They are closely united by intermarriage
and speak the same language. They are the hereditary enemies of the
Sioux, but have always been firm friends of the whites. Their agree-
ment, obtained last year through a special commission, to exchange their
present reservation for the Judith Basin, has not been ratified by Con-
gress. The present location of the Crow agency is wholly unsuitable
for any effort in civilization. Whenever funds can be secured sufficient
for the removal of the agency farther down the Yellowstone River to a

4 IND
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country adapted to agriculture and pasturage, it is believed that it will
not be difficult to take the first steps in bringing the Crows to self-sup-
port. Their loyalty to the Government and hostility to the Sioux has
served as adefense to the settlers on the west of them, and for this serv-
ice they deserve considerate treatment.

The River Crows belonging to this agency are unwilling as yet to re-
move from their hannts with other Indians along the Missouri River,
where facilities for drunkenness and lewdness are more attractive than
any inducements the Government Las yet been able to make.

TorT PECK AGENCY.—The Assinaboines, to the number of 1,998, with
5,309 Sioux of the Santee, Sissiton, Yanctonais, Uncpapa, and Uncpa-
tina bands, have an agency on the north bank of the Missouri River,
one hundred and fifty miles by land west of Fort Buford. Nothing in
the way of farming, education, or missionary work has been attempted.
The Assinaboines and Santee and Sisseton Sioux have lately expressed
a desire to open farms, and cattle and farming implements to a small
extent have been previded, ready to begin work early next spring,
although the sterility of the soil, except in a few localities, is very dis-
couraging. ’

The remaining baunds, especially the Uncpapas, two years ago were
hostiles, constantly on the war-path. They are still wild Indians, diffi-
cult to control, partly on account of their proximity to Sitting Bull’s
camp of hostile Indians on the Yellowstone, some of whom are their
relatives and former associates; yet the agent reports that no depreda-
tions by any of his Indians have been committed during the year.
Game is abundantin their vicinity, and the issue of rations has been suffi-
cient to keep these Indians, with the exception of the Uncpapas, quietly
upon their reservation. Six Indian houses have been built. As will be
seen, these Indians are properly classed among those whose only rela-
tion to the Government is that of friendship based on the issue of rations,
and whose prospect of civilization is far from immediate.

ForT BELENAP AGENCY.—A special agency for 960 Gros Ventres and
1,700 Upper Assinaboines was established in July, 1873, by Executive
order, at Fort Belknap, which had formerly been a trading-post for a por-
tion of the Indians belonging to the Milk River, now known as Fort
Peck,agency. Bandsof Lower Assinaboines and of Northern Crees from
British America, to the number of 1,000, are often camped with the
Indians of this agency. Game is abundant, and no farming operations
have been undertaken. They have no schools nor missionaries. Botl
tribes are friendly to the Government, and the Assinaboines are at peace
with all the surrounding tribes, but beyond this they have taken nc
steps toward civilization.

FLATHEAD AGENCY.—The Flatheads, Pend d Oreilles, and Kootenays
numbering respectively 1,026,471, and 332, haveareservation of 1,433,60¢

acres in the fertile Jocko Valley of Northwestern Montana.

Most of the Flatheads are still in the Bitter-Root Valley, althougl
the act of Congress of June 5, 1872, provided for the opening of those
lands to settlement, and for the removal of the Indians to the Jocko, o
the patenting, to such heads of families as should choose to sever thei

_tribal relations, of 160 acres each. Five families, including the heac
chief, have removed. The remainder seem equally averse to eithe
citizenship or removal.

The Indians in this agency are not disinclined to agriculture, and :
few have thrifty farms, but have not yet been sufficiently supplied witl
agricultural implements. Of these, the Kootenays especially are s
destitute as to be compelled to resort to hunting for subsistence. Th
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substitution of plows and harness for blankets, in their last anuuity
distribution, gave great satisfaction. These Indians have cultivated,
this season, 1,500 acres, of which 200 have been broken by themselves,
and have raised 10,000 bushels wheat, 4,000 bushels oats, 8,000 bushels
potatoes, and have cut 500 tons of hay. They own 2,500 horses, 1,800
head of cattle, and 250 hogs; 115 houses are occupied by them, of which
29 have been built during the year; 2,500 acres are surrounded by fence.
In three years the amount of land cultivated and the crops raised have
more than trebled, and the number of cattle and hogs owned have more
than doubled.

A boarding-school of 30 girls, and a day-school with an average
attendance of' 48 boys, are reported.

The only serious obstacle to a much larger improvement on the part
of these Indians has been the disagreement between the fathers of the
Roman Catholic Church and the Indian agent. The fathers have main-
tained, and probably with reason and truth, that the agency is improp-
erly located upon a rocky and sterile portion of the reservation which
affords no inducement for agriculture, to which they cannot and will
not invite any of the Catholic Indians under their influence in the Bitter-
Root Valley to remove ; but, on the contrary, they declare themselves
ready and willing enough, if the Indians can be properly located on
their reservation, to encourage and induce them to remove thither. - It
is believed that this question is in a fair way of settlement, and that
hereafter harmony will be secured and the desired removal accom-
plished.

LEMHI AGENCY.—The mixed bands of Bannacks, Shoshones, and Sheep-
caters, to the number of 1,000, many years ago formed a confederacy,
separated themselves from other tribes, and made the Lemhi Valley, in
Eastern Idaho, their rallying ground, where they subsisted chiefly on
salmon and mountain-sheep, occasionally venturing after buffalo into
the hunting-grounds of the Sioux and Crows, who often carried off their
stock and inflicted upon them great hardships.

Five years ago a special agent was sent out by the Government, who
found them almost entirely destitute of lodges, tents, or clothing. On
the opening of an agency farm, the Indians gathered together and
made a solemn promise of friendship to the whites, which, although
repeatedly urged by hostile Indians to break, they have kept inviolate.
An agency farm of 115 acres is worked by Indians, who have been sub-
stituted for white employés. There have been raised this year 310
bushels of wheat, 540 bushels of oats, 1,500 bushels of potatoes, 900
bushels of turnips, and 152 bushels of pease. Owing to the meager
appropriations, the Indians have been obliged to resort to hunting to
sustain life, and have therefore been unable to undertake farming for
themselves individually. If they can be subsisted while opening farms,
they will soon become an agricultural people. They are anxious for
homes, and are ready to adopt citizen’s dress.

A school-house has been built, and a day-school was opened in March
last. The Indians seem interested in the education of their children,
but the attendance has been small, owing partly to the disturbing effect
of the official order communicated to them in May last requiring their
removal to the Fort Hall reservation. To this removal they are utterly
adverse, and will rather forfeit all aid from the Government and depend
for subsistence entirely upon hunting. They claim that this is their

ountry, and they probably can be provided for with as little expense,
and be brought to civilization more rapidly, if allowed to remain where
hey now are than if forced to submit to a removal.
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WYOMING.

SHOSHONE AGENCY.—A reservation containing one and one-half mil-
lion acres in Wind River Valley was set apart by treaty in 1363 for the
Shoshones, then vagrants and roamers in Wyoming. No attempt to carry
out the provisions of the treaty were made until the fall of 1870, when
an agency was established. In 1871 and 1872 buildings were erected,
an agency farm cultivated, and every exertion made to induce the Indians
to commence an agricultural life. In 1873, convinced at last that the
Government was sincere in its promises of assistance, 791 Shoshones
decided to settle down on the reservation and make their first attempt
at farming. Men, women, and children worked industriously, a separate
piece of ground being assigned to each family, and a bountiful harvest
was the result. Inspired by this example, 216 others requested that
similar assistance be rendered them the following year. These Indians
have, with few exceptions, remained on the agency, and during the past
year have cultivated 300 acres and broken 25; but all the crop, except
potatoes, was severely damaged by grasshoppers, and they will harvest
but 500 bushels each of wheat and oats, and 3,000 bushels of potatoes.
They own 2,500 horses and 200 head of cattle, and have cut 75 tons of
hay. Fifteen log-houses built during the year are occupied by Indians,
and many more are asked for. In education but little interest has been
excited. In order, neatness, and general health the improvement among
these people is marked, and they are rapidly increasing in numbers.

COLORADO.

Los PINOS AND.WHITE RIVER AGENCIES.—The Utes in Colorado have a
reservation of 18,320 square miles, of which only a small proportion in the
valleys of the Gunnison and Uncompagre are suited to agriculture. A
large tract of nearly 4,000,000 acres of valuable mining-land was ceded
by them to the Government in 1873. They are native to this section,
and for years have maintained their friendship withthe whites inviolate.
Game is abundant, and they subsist principally by hunting, the larger
portion of them being seen at their agency only on occasional visits, and
showing as yet no disposition to undertake the labor of tilling the
ground, but, in anticipation of the time when necessity shall force them
to abandon their present mode of life, they hold tenaciously to all their
farming and grass lands.

There are two agencies for this reservation, the Los Pinos, for
the Tabequache, Muache, Capote, and Weeminuche Utes, to the
number of 2,763, which at present is located outside of the reserv-
ation on a branch of the Grand River, and which, to meet the
immediate wants of the Indians, should be located in accordance with
the treaty provisions on the Los Pinos River, and the White River
agency, on ariver of that name in the northern part, for the Grand River.
Yampa, Uintah, and Peah’s bands of Utes, to the number of 1,000. A
small school has been opened at each agency, the former with 10 and
the latter with 21 pupils. One Ute with his four sons on the Uncom
pagre and nine or ten Weeminuches on the Los Animas have, during the
year, for the first time, cultivated a few acres and have raised fine crops
The Southern Utes own 6,500 horses, 300 cattle, and 1,000 sheep. The
Northern Utes own 1,500 horses, 36 head of cattle and mules, and 10(

goats.
UTAH.

UINTAH VALLEY AGENCY.—Five hundred and seventy-five Utes are
located on a reservation of 3,186 square miles 1n the Uintah Valley, whict
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is accessible only four months in the year, and even then only by a road
which in an ordinary country would be deemed impassable. Only 20,000
acres, inscattered patches, separated by streamsand rocks, aresusceptible
of cultivation, and even this land is of inferior quality. The Indians,
however, for the past two years have been much interested in farm-
ing. They have cultivated during the year 225 acres, an increase of
175 acres since 1871, and their crops consist of 1,500 bushels wheat,
450 hushels corn, 1,500 bushels potatoes, besides turnips, squashes
and beans, which, compared with those of 1871, show an increase
of 400 per cent. This, owing to the disadvantages under which
they labor, represents a large amount of hard work. Fifty thou-
sand feet of lumber have been sawed; poles for 600 rods of fence have
been cut, hauled, and laid by the Indians themselves for the first time,
and without any remuneration for their labor. A school-house is now
in process of erection.
NEVADA.

WALKER RIVER AGENCY.—About 800 Pak-Utes are located on two res-
ervations in Western Nevada, called the Walker River and Pyramid
Lake reserves, eighty miles apart, containing, including the lakes,
320,000 acres each, of which only 2,700 acres are susceptible of cultiva-
tion Ly irrigation. A canal two and one-half miles long was dug by
the Indians at Walker River last year. The first serious effort in farm-
ing was made in 1872, only 50 acres being reported under cultivation
in 1871. From the first all supplies have been issued only in return for
labor. Dauring the year just closed the Indians have cultivated 900
acres and broken 200. The crops consist of 1,800 bushels wheat, 110
bushels corn, 1,550 bushels barley, and 550 bushels potatoes. Nearly
every acre available for tillage has been fénced and claimed by families
for permanent homes ; 1,800 rods of fencing have been built during the
year. Many of the farms present a fine appearance. One Indian has
not only raised enough for his own subsistence and for seed, but by
sale of the surplus has paid for help in harvesting and thrashing, and
has $75 in coin left. The trout-fisheries on these reserves are very
valuable. Besides a large amount consumed by themselves, the In-
dians have sold during the year nearly 62,000 pounds of fish, for which
they have received about $7,000 in coin. These Indians all wear citi-
zen’s dress; they are asking for houses and schools, and are fast becom-
ing a civilized community.

The Pyramid Lake reservation, containing but 1,200 acres of arable
land, has always been known as and occupied by the Pah-Utes as an
Indian reservation. All their labor expended in the fencing and culti-
vating these 1,200 acres, in making flames, irrigating-ditches and bridges
and in building houses, has now becomea total loss tothese Indians, (who
are a quiet, peaceable, industrious tribe, and would have soon become
wholly self-supporting,) and the whole tract of country has been ruined
and rendered utterly worthless as an Indian reservation by reason of
the grant to the Central Pacific Railroad, as provided in the act of Con-
gress approved July 2, 1874, (Stats. at Large, vol. 13, p. 356.)

SOUTHEAST NEVADA AGENCY.—The Pai-Utes, in Southern Nevada
and Southeastern California, numbering respectively 1,031 and 184, with

284 Utes in Northern Arizona and 528 in Utah, belong on a reservation
' containing 3,900 square miles in the southeastern part of Nevada, set
} apart by Executive order March 12, 1873. Only about 500 have as yet
removed, owing partly to lack of funds for the purchase of supplies
|
|
l
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and the opening of farms, and partly to the continued presence of set-
tlers in the Moapa Valley, where the only tillable land on the reserve

(about 10,000 acres ) is found. These Indians have always been an agri-
cultural people, are willing to labor, and are ready to settle upon the
reserve as soon as suitable provision can be made for their establishment.
Those gathered there two years since have labored willingly and faith-
fully during the year, having cultivated 370 acres, which have yielded
5,400 bushels wheat, 800 bushels corn, 200 bushels barley, and 600 bush-
els beans. No supplies have been issued except in return for labor.
Two years ago these Indians were living largely on roots, seeds, rab-
bits, mice, and lizards, in addition to what they could obtain by begging
from the whites. They are now asking for houses, and show an inter-
est in the education of their children, but the school, for want of funds,
was discontinued last spring. Valuable salt-mines on the reserve, if
permitted to be worked by the Indians, will yield a moderate revenue.

The Western Shoshones, numbering 1,945, are divided into 31 tribes,
scattered through Southeast Oregon, Southwest Idaho, and Central

Nevada. Many of them farm small patches of land in Eastern Nevada
or labor for white settlers, but they subsist mostly by begging, gather-
ing seeds, digging roots, and hunting rabbits. A Government farmer,
stationed at Hamilton, assists them in procuring ranches, in obtaining
labor among the whites, issues a few seeds, and is appealed to by both
whites and Indians in the frequent cases of dispute arising between
them. In their treaty, in which only one-fourth of these Shoshones
took part, it was stipulated that, at the will of the President, they should
be called on to a reservation. They express a willingness to remove
to Fort Hall.

- One thousand Pai-Utes, in Western Nevada and Northeast California,
and 460 Goship Utes in Nevada and Utah, and 134 Pah-Vants in Utah,
are in much the same condition as the Western Shoshones, but more
largely engaged in farming. The Pai Utes are allied to those already
collected on the Malheur reservation. They are anxious to obtain lands
and a permanent home, and little difficulty would probably be experienced
in inducing them to settle there. The other tribes are allied to those in
Uintah Valley, and should be removed thither.

IDAHO.

ForT HALL AGENCY—The Bannacksand Shoshones, numbering respect-
ively 600 and 900, have a reservation of 2,160 square miles in Southwest
Idaho. They are peaceable, willing to work, and ready to adopt citizen’s
dress. Aside from the agency-farm of 292 acres, only 28 acres belonging
to individual Indians have been cultivated for themselves. A school-
house and four other buildings have been erected during the year, and
the first school among these Indians was opened in September, taught
by an educated Indian. The results of efforts to induce civilization
upon this reservation have not so satisfactorily corresponded with ex-
penditures as at most other points, and information is not now at hand
by which the Office can account for these small results.

. The Indians of the Lemhi and Weiser have been ordered to remove to
this reservation.

NEZ PERCE AGENCY.—The Nez Percés, numbering 2,807, have main-
tained an unbroken peace with the Government. They have two reserva-
tions, sixty miles apart, one in Northwest Idaho called the Lapwaireserve,
and the other in Northeast Oregon, known as Kamiah. These contain
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1,925 square miles, of which only a small portion is sunited to agricul-
ture; about 1,550 Nez Percés are located on the reserves; about 350
have small farms of from 3 to 10 acres off the reservation, which they
are unwilling to sell, and about 900 are vagrants in the Wallowa Valley
and on the Snake and Salmon Rivers, where they have roamed for
generations. These latter have never come into any treaty relations
with, and will accept nothing from, the Government; are bitterly op-
posed to the treaty Indians, and are a constant annoyance to settlers,
with whom they have frequent quarrels. A portion of those on the
reserve are non-treaty Indians, who plant in the spring, but often neg-
lect their farms and roam off to the root-grounds, or wherever incli-
nation prompts. The influence of all these * non-treaties” in their con-
tinued and often successtul attempts to induce the more civilized Indians
to abandon their farms for hunting is a very serious obstacle to progress
among the Nez Percés. The head chief and his subordinates are elected
annually by the treaty Indians, the ‘non-treaties” refusing to take any
part in the matter. The influence of the present chief, elected in July
last, is all on the right side.

Eighteen hundred acres have been cultivated this season, an increase
of 500 acres in two years, from which will be realized 12,000 bushels of
wheat, 2,000 bushels of corn, 5,000 bushels of oats, and 2,500 bushels

of potatoes, most of which has been raised at Kamiah. The Lapwai -

Indians have lost almost their entire crop by drought and crickets.
Last year the sale of the surplus wheat raised by the Nez Percés
formed quite a large source of revenune to them. They have cut and
sold 300 cords wood at $1 in coin per cord, and put 300 saw-logs
into the boom. Ten houses have been built, making a total of 43. TFive
hundred wear citizen’s dress; one hundred can read, and quite an
interest is shown in education. The two boarding-schools and one day-
school have an attendance of ninety pupils. All the Nez Percés raise
stock. They own 12,000 horses, 50 mules, 7,000 cattle, (a natural in-
crease of 2,000 in the last year,) and 500 hogs.

The peace and prosperity of this agency have been disturbed for some
years past by what is known as the ‘ Langford claim.” This is the
claim of William G. Langford to 640 acres of land within the Nez Percé
Indian reservation in Idaho Territory. Langford makes this claim as
assignee of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,
a religious corporation established under the laws of the State of Massa-
chusetts, and having its principal office in Boston.

The Nez Percé reservation is a tract of land set apart for the Nez
Percé Indians by the provisions of the treaty of June 9, 1863, (U. S.
Stats., vol. 14, p. 647,) from the large tract previously claimed by them,
and which, by treaty of June 11, 1865, (U. 8. Stats., vol. 12, p. 957,) was
reserved for them from a still larger tract, the remainder of which they
ceded at that time to the United States. This reservation, as estab-
lished by the treaty of 1863, is recognized as belonging to these Indians,
and is guaranteed to them both by the treaties of 1855 and 1863, and
the existence of ¢“Indian title” thereto running back to the first knowl-
edge of the country, is as clear in this case as it can be in any. The
missionary board above mentioned sent missionaries to this reserve in
1836, who settled upon the land in question. There is evidence of a
continued residence and cultivation of the soil, erection of a mill,
school-house, and other buildings, down to 1847, when, on account of
an Indian outbreak, the place was abandoned.

Over six months after this station had been abandoned, namely, Au-
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gust 14, 1848, Congress passed an act providing for a territorial gov-
ernment in Oregon, (U. S. Stats. at Large, vol. 9, p. 323,) in the first
section of which is the following language :

And provided also, That the title to the land, not exceeding six hundred and forty
acres, now occupied as missionary stations among the Indian tribes in said territory,
together with the improvements thereon, be confirmed and established in the several
religious societies to which said missionary stations respectively belong.

The tract of land in question was within the limits of Washington
Territory when established. The first section of the act of Congress of
March 2, 1853, establishing the territorial government of Washington,
(U. 8. Stats., vol. 10, p. 172,) contains the following provisions:

Provided further, That the title to the land, not exceeding six hundred and forty
acres, now occupied as missionary stations among the Indian tribes in said Territory,
or that may have been so occupied as missionary stations prior to the passage of the
act establishing the territorial government of Oregon, together with the improve-
ments thereon, be, and is hereby, confirmed and established to the several religious
societies to which said missionary stations respectively belong.

The reservation is now within the limits of Idaho Territory, the
organic act of which, dated March 3, 1863, (U. S. Stats. at Large, vol.
12, p. 809,) contains no provisions on the subject of the mission claims.
The first evidence that can be found in the files of this Office of the
claim of the said board of missionaries being asserted to said land after
the abandonment, is contained in their notice to Agent Hutchins, at
Xez Percé agency, under date of May 2, 1862.

The following month Agent Hutchins reported to this Office the fact
of said claim having been made by the board, and that it covered the
ground on which the agency was situated. It doesnot appear from the
records of this Office that any definite action was taken in reference to
the claim of the American board until 1867, when the United States
district attorney was requested to defend the suit. On the 23d of July,
1869, J. W. Huston, esq., United States attorney for the district of Idaho,
reported that it would be necessary for him to be in attendance at other
courts when this case would be tried, and by office-letter of the 11th of
August, 1869, he was requested to apply to Judge Kelley, the presiding
judge, for the appointment of John Cummins, of Boise City, Idaho Ter-
ritory, to defend the suit. On the 25th of October, 1869, District Attor-
ney Huston inclosed a letter from Judge Kelley, stating that Mr. Cum-
mins had failed to put in an appearance, and dnasmuch as the case had
been on the docket for three terms without any defense, the motion of
the plaintiffs for judgment was granted by the court. The United
States district attorney was distinctly instructed to ask a re-opening of
the case, to which the Government was fairly entitled, or to take an ap-
peal to the Supreme Court of the United States within the time pre-
seribed by the statutes of Idaho Territory, but it does not appear that
any action was taken by this officer in the premises.

The above facts having been submitted on the 13th of December,
1869, to the Department, the Secretary of the Interior, under date of
January 19, 1870, instructed this Office that, ¢ the land claimed by the
mission board being within the diminished reserve of the Nez Percé
Indians, and never having been relinquished by said Indians, will be
retained for their agency purposes.” Acting under these instructions of
the Department, this Office has held this tract for agency purposes until
recently. And it appears from the books of this Office that the follow-
ing sums have been appropriated and placed in the hands of the agent
of the Nez Percé Indians, since 1860, for improvements on the lands
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occupied by the agency, and it is presumed have been expended for such
purposes, viz: .

e

For the erection of schools and church-buildings...... ... L. §24,700
For the erection of blacksmith-8hop .eceee oot mman oot 5, 500
For the erection of saw and flouring mill.... .. .. .. ... ... ... 19, 000
For the erection of hospital-building.............. e e 2,400
For the erection of buildings for employés ........ ... ... . 6, 500
For the erection of buildings for chiefs... ... .. ... ... .. ..l 34, 000

0] 92,100

~ In addition to the foregoing, the sum of $4,600 is appropriated annu-
ally for keeping said buildings in repair, &c. There are also embraced
within the 640 acres occupied by the agency fifteen Indian farms, im-
proved and cultivated for the use of the Indians of the agency.

It wasevidently theintention of Congress to insure permanency to these
missionaries, who had gone as pioneeers into this country to labor among
the Indians and to insure them a title to the lands which they had im-
proved and upon which their buildings were situated ; but, unfortu-
nately, this claim was apparently abandoned by the missionaries, and,
after large improvements had been made thereon, was conveyed to Mr.
Langford, who has procured from the courts what it seems must now be
recognized as a valid title.

In view of these facts this Office has disliked to see any recogni-
tion given to the claim, but, in view of the facts as above stated, a
recommendation for an appropriation by Congress to purchase the tract
of Mr. Langford has been made at the last two sessions, and last win-
ter a compromise was agreed upon with Langford, he agreeing to take
in full consideration of his claim the sum of $15,000; but Congress failed
to make appropriation of this amount and Mr. Langford is now in pos-
session of the tract, which includes all the agency buildings, as is evi-
denced by a telegram from J. B. Monteith, United States agent for the
Nez Percé Indians, dated Lapwai, Idaho, November 16, 1874, in which
he states that the sheriff has placed Langford in possession of the agency.

It is now necessary that provision be made to satisfy Langford to
relinquish his claim to the United States, as, except by his permission,
the United States will be deprived of the use of the agency-buildings,
which include mills, school-houses, &c., and many of the Indians will
be deprived of the use of their farms; and the agent has written that
he anticipated trouble from the Indians, who threatened to burn the
buildings if Langtord took possession. To the present date no demon-
strations of this kind have been reported, and the agent reports that he
hopes to keep the Indians quiet. He has been directed to call upon the
military to protect the property it necessary, and the General of the Army
has given orders to the proper military officer to co-operate with the
agent.

Bands of Caeur d’Alénes, Kootenays, and Pend d'Oreilles, estimated to
number about 1,000, and having no treaty relations with the United
States, are roaming in Northwestern Idaho. The Cceur d’Alénes, who
have never settled upon the reservation set apart for them by Executive
order in 1867, were last year visited by a special commission, of which
J. P. C. Shanks was chairman, and agreed to relinquish their claim to
Northern Idaho, on condition that the Government supply them with
stock and farming implements, and to remain upon the reservation, pro-
vided its boundaries should be changed so as to include the Ceeur d’Aléne
mission and some farming-lands in the valley of the Lotah or Hangman’s

.
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Creek. The lands were withdrawn by Executive order for the use of
these Indians, in accordance with lines agreed upon with the commis-
sion; but the necessary legislation confirming this negotiation has not
yet been enacted.

ARIZONA.

SAN CARLOS AGENCY.—The Pinal and Aribapa Apaches and the Ton-
tos, numbering respectively 414, 94, and 384, are on the San Carlos divis-
ion of the White Mountain reservation, containing 3,950 square miles, to
which most of them were removed last year from Old Camp Grant. These
Indians remained generally quiet under reservation restraintuntil the last
of January, 1874, when the main body of them being cut off from commu-
nication with the ageney for several days by a rapid rise in the Gila River,
during which time they were visited by outlaws and a chief who had just
made his escape from confinement and indulged freely in tiswin, a party
of about fitteen attacked a flour-train forced to camp near, and killed one
man and mortally wounded another, and then fled to the mountains, fol-
lowed by all the Indians of the reservation. Three days later a party of
forty or fifty of these Indians murdered five wliite persons at Old Camp
Grant. These bands were then considered hostile, and were chased and
hunted by the military until, utterly broken and subdued, they begged for
peace and permission to return to the reservation, which permission was
withheld until they had brought in the heads of the four outlaws. On
their return they were disarmed, and immediately began to build for them-
selves small log and brush houses near the agency. A police force of
four Indians, at $15 each per month, renders very efficient assistance to
the agent in maintaining order. .

Previous to the outbreak a farm of 175 acres was cultivated by Indians,
under direction of the agency employés, which yielded 500 bushels of
wheat and 250 acres of barley; 50 acres plowed for a second crop will
yield about 450 bushels of corn and 250 bushels of beans. Permanent
.agency-buildings are now being erected. The Indians are glad to obtain
work at 50 cents a day, and labor faithfully.

CAMP APACHE AGENCY.—The White Mountain or Coyetero Apaches to
the number of about 1,675 are located at Camp Apache, in the northern
part of the White Mountain reservation, which was set apart by Execu-
tive order in 1871. At that time they were on the war-path, and among
the wildest and most intractable of the Apaches, but have been reduced
to complete subjection by the military operations of General Crook. At
the end of their year on a reservation, the agent reports them as hav-
ing been obedient, docile, and industrious. They have dug five miles of
ditch for irrigation, cultivated 100 acres, raised 6,000 bushels of corn,
and cut and delivered 150 tons of hay. !

The result of the year’s effort of the Department with these Indians,
both at this agency and San Carlos, assisted by the military, is highly
encouraging. Under the military operations to which they have been
subjected they have often suffered severely in paying the peualty for
crimes, and not unfrequently, it is probable, have suffered. as severely
from their ignorance and misapprehension of what was required by the
military. They are now in a condition to be treated by the Department
as other Indians, and should be brought at once under its entire control,
with the definite understanding on the part of the Indians that they are
strictly responsible to the military for any wrong-doing, and are liable to
be attacked and punished whenever found oft their reservation. With
hearty co-operation by the military on this plan, it is believed there will
be little cause for an agent to call for actual service of troops, and all
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military force might be removed to quite a distance from the respective
agencies. Such an arrangement will greatly increase the efficiency of
agency-administration, and will avoid the complications which are now
occurring between the military and employés of the Bureau incident to
the present state of divided responsibility.

CHIRICAHUA AGENCY.—The Southern Chiricahuas or Pinery Indians,
numbering 290, Cochise’s band of 365 Apaches, and 275 Mimbre, Mogol-
lon and Coyetero Apaches, are on a reservation of 4,275 square miles,
in the sountheast corner of the Territory. For thirteen years Cochise
and his allies occupied the fastnesses of the Dragoon Mountains, and
by constant raiding and bloody warfare became a terror to all settlers
and travelers in Southeastern Arizona. In 1872 he was induced by
Agent Jeffords to meet General O. O. Howard, with whom he made a
treaty of peace, and proceeded with his tribe to the reservation, and
was soon followed by the Chiricahuas and smaller bands in that vicinity.
From that date to the day of his death, the 8th of June last, he kept
his treaty inviolate, and was a firm friend of the agent, to whom he
compelled all his people to render strict obedience. These Indians,
almost without exception, have remained on the reservation during the
year, and have not even been accused of any depredations in Arizona.
Theft, lying, and immorality are unknown among them. They have for
generations lived in the mountains, and, unlike the rest of the Apaches,
know nothing of agriculture. Their immense reservation has only a few
acres of tillable land, and this at a point too unhealthy for habitation.
No effort has been made, or can be, to induce these Indians to labor as
they are now situated.

On account of the proximity of this reservation to Mexico, it is dif-
ficult to prevent raiding incursions into-that country. Serious com-
plaints have been made by the Mexican authorities of raiding during
the year. The agent, however, is inclined to shield his Indians from
this charge by implicating Indians.from other reservations, who pass
across the Chiricahua on their way to Mexico, and make it a refuge on
their return with booty. For these reasons, it is desirable that these
Indians should be removed to the Hot Springs reservation, in New
Mexico. .

The following extracts from report of Agent Jeffords show the atti-
tude taken by the new chiet:

I am sorry to announce that Cochise, the head chief of the Apaches on this reserva-
tion, expired on the 8th instant. His last words to his people were to come to the
agency—men, women and children—and live at peace with our people ; always do as I
told them, and see that none of the bad Indians upon the reservation ever harmed me;
that so long as they did as I told them they would be a happy people.

After the burial I called the people together and held a council with the men of the
tribe. They unanimously declared they were ready to obey any orders i should give
them, and do anything I told them to do, but that now that their great captain was
gone I must stay and take care of them. Taza, the new chief, said, ‘“ Heretofore it has
been universally known through this country that my father has taken care of this
tribe. I have not been known to the people, but I will endeavor to show the world I
can take care of them as well as my father.”

PAPAGO AGENCY.—The Papagoes, numbering nearly 6,000, farnish
another instance, like that of the Pimas, in which, under the prevailing
Indian system of this Government, Mexican citizens have been reduced
to helpless wards, without lands, and without rights of any kind which
any man is bound to respect. They are residing mainly in their orig-
inal homes, in the vicinity of Tucson, where they cultivate small farms,
and in Tuscon labor for the settlers. Since the peace established be-
tween them and the Apaches, in 1872, they are no longer impoverished
by raids, and their condition is much improved. Eighty-nine children
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attend school. These Papagoes are liable at any time to have their
lands, which they have cultivated for many generaitions, entered under
the pre-emption act by white settlers. Their necessity is a qualified
-citizenship, which will allow them to enter public lands and receive pro-
tection in the courts.

PrvA AND MARICOPA AGENCY.—The 4,000 Pimas and 300 Maricopas
occupy a reservation of 64,000 acres, only a small portion of which is
capable of irrigation, the remainder being barren mesa along the Gila
River. They have always been friendly to the whites, but are the
hereditary enemies of the Apaches. They are an industrious, agricul-
tural people, who pride themselves on being self-supporting. The lack
of water in the river for several years past has forced many to cultivate
farms outside of the reserve, thus coming into contact and frequent col-
lision with the settlers. For this reason a delegation from these tribes,
in September last, made a visit to the Indian Territory looking toward
removal thither. Though the report was favorable, the main body of
the Indians oppose any such change. Owing to an unusual rain-fall,
the ‘crops this year are abundant, consisting of 50,000 bushels wheat,
4,000 bushels barley, and 500 bushels corn. All wear citizens’ dress, and
live in houses built by themselves. The three schools among them
have an attendance of 101 pupils.

There is no reason why these people should be longer kept debarred
from the rights and privileges which they formerly had as Mexican cit-
izens. If there cannot be such a recognition of this right as will per-
it them as other citizens to enter and occupy lands where they find
them, the necessity of making provisions for them is immediate and
inevitable; and unless water can be secured by means of artesian wells,
in accordance with a suggestion of the governor of Arizona, it will be
necessary to remove them on to the Colorado River reservation. This
latter course is deemed entirely practicable if consent of the Indians
can be obtained, and such legislation can be procured as will secure a
-fair compensation for their present reservation, and afford the means
necessary to establish them comfortably on the Colorado River reserve.

R10 VERDE AGENCY.—In July, 1870, a tribe of 225 Apache Mojaves
came to the military post at Camp Date Creek, and entered into a formal
treaty of peace with General Crook. They were afterward joined by
.others till they numbered over 700, and in May, 1873, were removed to
the Rio Verde and located on a reservation forty miles long and ten
miles wide on each side of that river. Others, forced by the military
to submission, have been ordered to this reserve until the whole number
in June last was 1,544, consisting of 678 Yumas, 678 Apache Mojaves,
and 497 Apache Tontos. These Indians, most of whom but a short time
ago were on the war-path, have been largely engaged during the year, in
the construction of one and one-quarter miles of irrigating ditch, in
the making of 15,000 adobes, at 50 cents per day, and in the cultivation
of over 50 acres from which they will realize about 75,000 pounds of
.corn and 2,000 pounds of potatoes, besides a large supply of pumpkins and
melons. They have improved their homes, are proud of their gardens,
and show an interest in, and readiness to adopt, a civilized mode of life.
Their willingness to labor, with fair inducements, is shown by the fol-
lowing extract from report of Colonel Mason, temporarily in charge
during illness of the agent:

A talk was had with the chiefs and captains of the different tribes on the 24th of
April, when I informed them that I contemplated building a dam and irrigating ditch
for their use and benefit, and should require all the labor I could get, giving no other
compensatién than such rations and clothing as was supplied by the Indian Depart-
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ment. All promised me assistance, and April 27 was fixed upon as the day to com-
mence work., Promptly at 7 o’clock a. m. all the male Indians on the reservation
appeared at the agency. Eighty, selected proportionally from the different tribes, were-
immediately set to work on the ditch. At this date ten days’ work has been performed,
resulting in a ditch 4,000 feet long, with ample capacity for all requirements. The
labor has been performed willingly without the promise of compensation, and I antici-
pate no difficulty in procuring gratuitous labor to complete the work commenced.

Moquis PUEBLO AGENCY.—The Moquis Pueblos,numbering 1,407, have
seven villages on a rocky, isolated, and almost inaccessible mesa in
Northeastern Arizona. They have received but little assistance from
the Government, beyond that atforded by the presence of an agent and
a school-teacher. Efforts have been made to induce them to remove to:
a reservation on the Chiquita River, where abundant agricultural lands
are offered them, but their terror of the Apaches prevents them from
even a thoughtful consideration of the proposition. All small patches.
of land scattered around them susceptible of tillage have been brought
under cultivation. They raise peaches and apricots, as well as corn and
vegetables, and have small flocks of sheep and goats. They are ex-
ceedingly superstitious, holding tenaciously to all their ancient customs,
but are peaceable and industrious, and if they could be induced to
remove to a country capable of their support they would soon come to-
be a thriving people. It is proposed to adopt more vigorous efforts for
promoting education among them.

COLORADO RIVER AGENCY.—The Mojaves to the number of 830, and
the Hualapais numbering 620, are located on a reserve of 117 square miles
on the Colorado River. The Hualapais came to the reserve from the
northwestern part of Arizona in May last. Although they have hitherto
subsisted entirely upon the hunt, they are growing quite content with
their changed life, and have already begun to plant, and display an
interest in agriculture.

An irrigating-canal, nine miles long, was opened in June last, and
will be put in complete working-order this winter, when sufficient land
can be cultivated to speedily render these Indians self-supporting, and
warrant the removal of the remaining river-tribes to this reservation..
The Mojaves have done most of this work, and labored the past
winter for their rations alone, taking a great interest in its completion.
The reservation has about 50,000 acres of land which can be calti-
vated with irrigation. Corn, wheat, aud pumpkins are now the ehief
produects, but cotton and sugar can be successfully raised. The crops
for the year just closed consist of 400 bushels of wheat, 300 bushels
each of corn and beans, 9 tons of melons, and a quantity of pumpkins.

A school was maintained during the winter with an attendance of
forty-eight scholars, and much interest in it was manifested, but it can
only be made of permanent benefit by the addition of a boarding and
manual-labor department. With wisely-administered aid, the agent
states that the 1,400 Indians now on the reservation can be made en-
tirely self-supporting within two years. They are, as a community, the
most temperate people in the Territory, though there is no lack of oppor-
tunity for obtaining whisky.

The remaining river-tribes belonging on this reservation are 450
Chimhuevas, who have lately been induced to abandon their roving
life, and are settled down on the California side of the river, forty miles
below the reserve; 930 Yumas, at Fort Yuma; 700 Mojaves, at Fort
Mojave, and 150 Coahuillas, and 180 Cocopahs, south of Fort Yuma.
These now obtain a precarious living by planting on land watered by
the overflow of the river, with occasional aid from the agent to prevent
suffering. He does not advise their removal to the reservation until
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the amount of land irrigated is sufficient to have them at once labor for
their own support. The presence of troops at this reserve is a serious
obstacle to all good effort in their behalf, and is in spite of the repeated
remonstrance of the agent.

It is believed that only two permanent reservations will be required
for Indians in Arizona heretofore treated as hostile: the White Moun-
tain, including Apache and San Carlos agencies, and Colorado River.
The Verde reservation should be broken up and the Indians removed
to San Carlos. Chirieahua agency should be transferred to Hot Springs,
in New Mexico. By this consolidation Indian affairs in Arizona would
be vastly simplified, and capable of much more economical administration.
Each of these reservations offers a country suitable for herding and
agriculture. The main expense will consist in ¢ taking out” ditches for
irrigation, but the crops of a single year, computed at Arizona prices,
which include heavy transportation, will more than cover the expense.

NEW MEXICO.

NAvAJO AGENCY.—The Navajos, occupying a reservation ninety miles
by sixty in Northwestern Arizona and Northeastern New Mexico, num-
ber 9,068, besides whom there are about 2,000 living off the reserve,
seldom or never visiting the agency, who raise crops sufficient for their
own support, and need assistance only in the way of civilization and
house-building, with some instructions as to improved methods of farm-
ing. The Navajoes are an industrious, agricultural, and pastoral peo-
ple, giving especial attention to sheep-raising, from the wool of which
they manufacture a superior blanket. Their flocks were reduced nearly
40,000 by the severe cold of last winter. They now own about 130,000
sheep and 10,000 horses. Their crops, which are often injured by early
‘frost, seldom last them beyond December 1, from which time till their
next crop the reservation Indians are partially dependent on Govern-
ment bounty. Itis desirable that their farming-lands be extended by
the addition of a strip of country on the south, six by sixty miles, in
exchange for an equal amount upon the north side of their reservation.

A police-force consisting of 200 of the chiefs and principal men, or-
ganized last summer, has been very efficient in the arrest and punish-
ment of Indian thieves, and in the return of stolen stock to the owner.

Though day-schools have been maintained among them ever since
their removal from the Bosque Redondo five years since, the agent re-
ports almost no benefit therefrom owing to the irregularity of attend-
ance. Of the 2,963 children on the reservation only 82 have been reached
during the year. The establishment of boarding-schools among them is
an imperative necessity. A home for 28 children was opened this year.
From present appearances the Navajoes are likely to enter quite ear-
nestly upon a plan of civilization offered them, provided suitable land
for pasturage can be secured. ’

PUEBLO AGENCY.—The Pueblos are a virtuous, temperate, industrious,
self-governing, and self-supporting people, retaining the manners, cus-
toms, and religious notions of their ancestors, the Aztecs, and still look-
ing for Montezuma to return. Many ruins of pueblos show them to
have once been a powerful people, long ago reduced in numbers and
prosperity by successive snbjugations by and revolts from the Spaniards.
They number about 9,500, and are gathered in 19 villages in the north-
ern part of the Territory, where they have cultivated farms for genera-
tions, raising grain, vegetables, and fruit; also cattle, sheep, and goats.
These lands were confirmed to them by act of Congress, December 22,
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1858. Those near the Rio Grande support themselves comfortably;
those more remote, depending upon small streams and rain-falls, often
suffer severely by loss of crops. Their crops this year are very large.
They are very skillful in the manufacture of pottery, which they sell to
the Mexicans in exchange for food when their harvests fail. Eaech vil-
lage has its governor and other officers; a court composed of three
old men, from whose decision appeal is rarely made, and over all a
¢ cacique,” or high priest, elected for life. They live in adobe houses
from two to five stories high, entered from the roof, which is reached by
ladders. They are subjected to great hardships by reason of frequent
depredations and encroachments upon their lands and water-rights by
Mexicans, for which they can obtain no redress in the Mexican courts,
and they look to the agent as the sole protector of their interests. Until
within three years they have been opposed to schools, principally
through the influence of outside parties. This prejudice isnow in great
measure overcome. KEight schools have been in operation during most
of the year, attended by 298 pupils. Three additional schools were asked
for by the Indians, but there were no funds for their support.

CIMARRON AND ABIQUIU AGENCIES.—The (960) Jicarilla Apaches and
(1,590) Capote, Muache, and Weeminuche Utes, under these agencies, are
living upon private land-grants in a section rapidly being filled up by
settlers. The Utes were parties to the treaty of 1873 at Los Pinos, and
agreed to remove to the southern part of the Ute reservation as soon as
an agency should be established there. They are peaceable and spend
most of their time in hunting, returning to the agencies for provisions
when game is scarce. The Apaches are idle, thievish vagabonds, con-
stantly committing petty depredations and roving among the Mexican
towns, where they obtain liquor freely and learn the worst vices with
surprising readiness.

An ineffectual attempt was made in 1872 to induce the Cimarron
Apaches to join the Mescaleros. A reservation for the Jicarillas was
set-apart by Executive order in March last in New Mexico, west of the
Navajoes. Until they shall have been removed and appliances provided
for their settlement, and the ordinary inducements to Indian labor
brought to bear upon them, there can be no reason to hope for any im-
provement among them ; but, meanwhile, by the issue of rations suffi-
cient to satisfy their hunger they can be kept to a large extent from
committing serious depredations. '

SOUTHERN APACHE AGENCY.—The Southern Apaches, 400 in number,
the most intractable and indolent tribe in New Mexico, have just been re-
moved from Tulerosa to Cafiada Almosa, their old home near the Hot
Springs, which has been set apart as their permanent reservation. The
past year, for the first time in their history, these Indians have been
induced to work. Several old chiefs and young men in the spring helped
.on a dam and irrigating-ditch at Tulerosa, and made a fine start in farm-
ing. Early frosts and their rumored removal soon caused them to
abandon their work, and the crops were a failure.

MESCALERO AGENCY.—About 600 Mescaleros are located near Fort
Stanton. The rest of the tribe are among the Comanches and in Old
Mexico, many of whom are reported to be on their way to join their
friends on the reservation. They are restless, roving Indians, subsist-
ing by hunting and Government rations. They are making no progress
in civilization, and even if they desired to farm their proposed reserva-
tion affords no suitable land. They were formerly located on the Bosque
Redoundo reservation, but unable to live peaceably with the Navajos,
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who were removed there in 1864, they left the reserve, and, until collected
at Fort Stanton, were more or less engaged in raiding. Since then, under
the effective surveillance of the military, they have committed very few

depredations.
NORTH CAROLINA.

The Eastern Cherokees in North Carolina, and the adjacent States of
Georgia and Tennessee, numbering about two thousand, being those
who decided to remain and become citizens when the main body of the
Cherokee people removed West in 1838, are not under the care of an
agent of the Department, and the condition of those in North Carolina:
has long been very unsatisfactory. They suffered much during the late
war, and being in an impoverished condition, desired to be brought un-
der the immediate charge of the Government as its wards. With a
view to this, Congress, by law, approved July 27, 1868, enacted that the
Secretary of the Interior should cause the Commissioner of Indan
Affairs to take the same charge of them as of other tribes of Indians.
Owing, however, to the failure, or want of any positive law on the
subject, and the lack of appropriations for the purpose, but little has
been accomplished. A special agent was sent out by the Depart-
ment in 1869, to take a census of these people, and make payment of
the interest-money on a per capita fund, set apart for the benefit of such
as were enrolled, and their descendants, under the act of Congress,
approved July 29, 1838. These Indians have no reservation, and such
as have land or property hold the same as citizens, and under treaty
stipulations have little or no claims upon the Government. During the
time William H. Thomas was agent for the Cherokees in North Carolina,
it appears that he made an arrangement with them through their chiefs
and headmen to use the money received in payment of the per capita
fund due the Chergkees arising out -of the treaty of 1835-'36, for the
purchase of land, with the understanding that each person or family
should receive a title for a quantity of land in proportion to the amount
paid. Under this arrangement 38,000 acres were parchased by said
Thomas, for which $34,000 were paid. At subsequent times additional
land was purchased, not included in the original auathority or agree-
ment, amounting to 13,000 acres, at a cost of $17,000, and most of the
lands embraced in said purchase have been occupied by said Cherokees
since the date of purchase, but, with the exception of perhaps less
than a dozen of cases, without a shadow of title from the said Thomas
or any one else. Thomas took a title to said purchases of land in his
own name; afterward became insolvent, and in 1859 confessed judg-
ment to one T. Johnson for $30,000, and under this judgment all the
Cherokee lands, where the title was apparently in Thomas, were sold by
the sheriff, and bought by the said Johnson. At the instance of friends
of the Cherokees, an action was brought against said Thomas, Johnson,
and others, in the circuit court of the United States for the westernd
district of North Carolina, for the purpose of confirming or decreeing
the title to the lands purchased by the said Thomas in the said Chero-
kees. While the suit was pending, Congress by an act approved June
23, 1874, appropriated $15,000, or so much thereof as was necessary, to
survey the land of the Cherokee Indians in North Carolina, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior. A special agent was appointed
by the Department, and, under instractions from the General Land-
Office, proceeded to North Carclina for the purpose of ascertaining
the location of the lands claimed by said Cherokees, in order that a sur-
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veyor might be properly instructed to survey the exterior boundary
lines, at least, of said lands.

The court above referred to appointed a board of arbitrators, with
the consent of the parties in interest, to settle the whole matter then
pending. The terms of this agreement for reference to arbitration were
that the reference should go into effect when approved by R. P. Dick,
United States district judge, the Secretary of the Interior, the Comumis-
sioner of Indian Affairs, and the Department of Justice. The agree-
ment of reference was approved by these parties. By the terms of this
agreement for reference it is provided that the award of a majority of
the arbitrators shall be a rule of court in all matters involved in the
pending suits, and shall be final and forever obligatory between the
parties as to all matters referred.

The award has been made and approved by the court; and while it is
represented that said board of arbitrators failed to award to the Cher-
okees all the lands claimed by them and by the ‘'special agent of the
Department last referred to, it is hoped that in the main it may be sat-
isfactory to the parties in interest, and thus settle a complex and intri-
cate matter of long standing.

The Cherokees are in great need of a competent, trustworthy adviser,
under whose direction they may now be able to settle the pending ques-
tions respecting their property rights, and also be furnished with school-
facilities for their children.

INDIAN TERRITORY.

QUAPAW AGENCY.—This agency includes 236 Quapaws, 212 confede-
rated Peorias and Miamies, 142 Ottawas, 90 Eastern Shawnees, 239 Wy-
andotts, 207 Senecas, and 147 Modocs, who are located in adjacent
reservations in the northeast part of the Territory, containing in all
201,667 acres of valuable farming and wood lands. All of these Indians
wear citizen’s dress, live in houses, have abandoned the chase, and de-
pend more or less on the cultivation of the soil for subsistence. Their
country was invaded by both armies during the late war, causing much
destruction of property, and generally retarding civilization.’

. The Quapaws are still the most indolent and backward of them all,
greatly given to intoxication, and by the partial failure of crops must
suffer during the coming winter unless assistance is furnished.

The Peorias include the smaller tribe of Weas, Kaskaskias, and Pian-
keshaws who were with them removed from Kansas in 1867. They
were joined in 1872 by forty Miamies, whose lands in Kansas were ap-
praised and sold. A delay in securing the permanent consolidation of
these two tribes has been unfortunate, but they are making valuable
improvements on their reserve, and are interested in their school.

The remnant of the Modocs who were removed here from Washing-
ton Territory in November last, have been entirely peaceable and indus-
trious. They are satistied with their new home, interested in farming,
have sent thirty children to school, and are very desirous that the rest
of their band should join them.

The remaining tribes are making steady progress. They are as com-
fortably situated as most of their white neighbors, and all their children
of proper age attend school. The whole number of acres cultivated by
the tribes of this agency is 5,131, an increase of 30 per cent. since 187z.
They bave raised 25,207 bushels of wheat, corn, and oats; made 12,011
rods of fence, and planted nearly 10,000 fruit-trees.

5 IND
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SAc AND Fox AGENCY.—Under this agency are500 Sac and Fox, 688
Absentee Shawnees, and 355 Mexican Kickapoos.

The Sac and Fox are on a fine reservation of 483,840 acres, 375 of
which they have cultivated. They are still blanket Indians, but are
honest, temperate, and making steady progress, as shown during the
past year by the building of houses, digging of wells, and purchase of
plows, wagons, and harnesses, all paid for out of their annuity, which
is $60 per capita. They own 1,000 horses and 1,000 head of cattle, and
over 2,000 hogs. Their manual-labor boarding-school, attended by twen-
ty- elght out of the forty-eight children ot the trlbe, isin a ﬂoumshmg
condition.

About 80 Sac and Fox in Iowa before referred to, and 200 comprising
the band of Mokohoko, who are persistent vagrants in Kansas, should
be removed to this reservation, which is more than ample to furnish all
with a comfortable home.

The Absentee Shawmnees more than thirty years ago left the main
body of the tribe, then located in Kansas, and opened farms in the
Indian Territory, mainly within a tract thirty miles square, adjoining the
Seminoles, set apart in 1867 as a reservation for the Pottawatomies, and
have since supported themselves with no aid from the Government, ex-
cept for education. By the provision of the act of May 23, 1872, their
lands have been allotted in severalty, and they are to-day an industri-
ous people, whose chief pursuit is the raising of stock. They own large
herds of mules, horses, cattle, and hogs. This occupation obliges them
to make homes so remote from each other that the attendance on the
day-school is necessarily small. If a manual-labor boarding-school
could be established, which they greatly desire but are not able to sup-
port, the present attendance of twenty pupils would soon be more than
doubled.

- The Kickapoos are a portion of those who, about twenty- ﬁve years

ago, separated from the tribes then in 1llinois and emigrated to the

Indian Territory, and thence to Mexico, which country has since af-
forded a safe retreat from justice after raiding on the Texas frontier.
A special commission last year visited them in Mexico and succeeded
in securing their removal to the Indian Territory, and their location on
the North Fork of the Canadian River, notwithstanding much opposi-
tion on the part of the Mexicans, who claimed thein as a protection from
the Mescaleros and Lipaus.

OsAGE AND KAW AGENCIES.—The Osage and Kaw agencieshave been
consolidated under one agent.

The Osages, numbering according to last enrollment 2,872, are ap ares-
ervation, purchased of the Cherokees, bounded by the State line of Kan-
sas, the ninety-sixth meridian, and the Arkansas River. It contains
1,466,643 acres, of which one twenty-fifth is suitable for tillage and one-
half for grazing, and about one-balf is sparsely wooded with scrub-oak.
They are the remnants of a powerful people which has made but one
treaty with the United States, and kept thatinviolate. Becauseof their
persistent peace and friendship they incurred the contempt and hatred of
the wild tribes, which finally resulted in open war, in which the Osages
suffered severely and have been subjected to continued depredations and
outrages on the part of the whites. Their fertile reservation in Kansas
was so overrun by lawless settlers, who took forcible possession of
their cuitivated fields, robbed and burned their houses, stole their stock,
and plundered their graves, that at last they relinquished their lands
in that State, which were sold by act of Congress July 15, 1870, and
removed to the Indian Territory., After waiting one year to have
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their eastern boundary surveyed, it was found that what few improve-
ments they had ventured to make, as well as their best land, were in the
Cherokee reservation. Another compromise was effected and a new
boundary-line established, and those who had any courage left for farm-
ing began to plant. Two hundred acres were put under cultivation in
the year 1872, from which good crops were realized, and since then they
have been making steady progress, :

During the year they have made peace with the Pawnees, and not
only took no part in the Indian war just closed, but used their utmost
endeavors to prevent it. They have committed no depredations, and
but one man has been reported intoxicated. Small corn-fields have been
enlarged, 8,000 rods of fencing made, and all are anxious to sow wheat.
Nearly all the half-breeds, about 300, are educated, wear civilized
dress, have good houses and farms, and are self:supporting. Most
of the remainder are still blanket Indians, taking their first lessons in
the school of labor. Of these, seventy-five families are living in com-
fortable hewed log-houses, (28 of which have been built during the
year,) surrounded by cultivated fields, and possess horses, hogs, and
poultry, and in some cases wagons, farming-implements, and cows.
Twenty have been furnished this year with a wagon, plow, and harness
as a reward for the cultivation and fencing of ten acres. The remainder
of the tribe have from half an acre to five-acre fields under cuftivation,
and generally inclosed by fence. They own 12,000 horses, 3,000 head
of cattle, and 2,000 swine; 3,000 acres have been cultivated this year
and 790 broken. After planting, the majority were forced to go on
the buffalo-hunt for subsistence, but in a few weeks, on account of the
hostilities of the plains Indians, were called home, to find their crops
mearly destroyed by drought and grasshoppers. Without food and
deprived of their hunting privileges, they are entirely dependent on
the use of their funds for support until they can raise another Crop-.
Fortunately, at the last session of Congress authority was granted for
such liberal use of these funds as will prevent suffering, and at the same
time add largely to the impulse toward civilization. Two schools have
an attendance of one hundred and twenty-five pupils.

Like the Otoes, the Osages were informed last year, during their visit
to Washington, that hereafter all issues would be made only in return
for labor. As to the workings of this plan among blanket Indians,
after one year’s trial, their agent reports:

The Osages have continued peaceable, though it is the usual time for them to make a
‘“quick hunt” on the plains. All the leading men desire their people to respect the
orders of the Government, by remaining on their reservation. The issuing of rations
on account of labor has stimulated many of them, who never labored before, to im-
proving the roads from their villages to the agencies, and cutting house-logs. That pro-
vision in the appropriation bill requiring service for food is working admirably. All
the leading men of the tribe have now given up their opposition to civilization. = There
never was so much enthusiasm for improvement. When four or five heads of families
will agree to cut logs and assist each other in building houses, I provide a suitable
- white man to select the trees and assist them in hewing the logs and putting up their
houses. About 300 acres of wheat have been sown on the small farms of the blankes
Indians ; some of it was taken by the grasshoppers, and is being sown again, the

owner assisting by driving a harrowing team. Several of these have also been digging
wells.

During their summer hunt a party of twenty-nine Osages, including
ten women and children, having among them but four muzzle-loading
guns and revolvers, wandered into an uninhabited portion of Kansas
in which the privilege of hunting had been reserved to them, and were
near Medicine Lodge on their way home with a large quantity of dried
meat, when a party of forty armed white men came within balf a mile
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of their camp. The Osages sent out to speak with them, were received
in a friendly manner, and then disarmed and detained. Others, by twos,
continued coming until eight were held as prisoners, four of whom were
immediately shot, the others almost miraculously making their escape.
The camp was then attacked, whose ininates fled for their lives, leaving
everything behind. They were pursued for three or four miles under a
shower of bullets, and after five days reached the agency in an almost
naked and starving condition. Three bodies, scalped and mutilated,
were afterward found, but the fifty-four ponies and mules and other
property were either taken off or destroyed. Fearing that the Osages
would take summary vengeance, these murderers rushed to the gov-
ernor of Kansas, were enrolled as militia, and since, with others, on
the plea of defending the terrified settlers from murderons savages,
have been hanging around the borders ot the reservation, ready to fire
on the slightest pretext. They refuse to deliver up the property, and,
while they boast of the deed, decline to give any statement under oath
to the United States commissioner as to the facts in the case. Mean-
time the Osages remained on their reservation, quietly waiting, and
looking to the Government for protection and justice.

A commission appointed to investigate the matter find the facts sub-
stantially as stated above, and recommend that the governor of Kansas
be requested to restore the plunder taken from the Osages by the militia,
and that, if the governor fails to comply with such request, the
‘United States Government be held responsible to make good the pecu-
niary loss suffered by the Osages.

Attention is invited to the annual report of Agent Gibson for a detailed
account of this dastardly affair.

The Kaws have the same language and customs as the Osages. They
number 523, and are on a tract of 100,000 acres in the northwestern
corner of the Osage reservation, to which they were removed from
‘Kansas in June, 1873. For three years the prospect of their early re-
moval greatly retarded their civilization, but the possession of perma-
nent liomes has proved a powerful stimulus to industry.

Nearly all the men have labored faithfully in the cultivation of 200
acres and making preparations for the coming year, but have lost most
of their crops by drought and grasshoppers. A large number of ponies
have been exchanged for swine. They are taking claims, splitting rails,
and making general improvements. A school-house to accommodate
seventy-five boarding pupils, another for a day-school, and a house for
the agent, all of stone, besides an office, a warehouse, and residences for
the blacksmith and physician, of hewed logs, have been completed during
the year; also four log-houses built and occupied by half-breeds. The
school opened in August with fifty-four pupils.

UNION AGENCY.—The Cherokees, numbering 17,217, (including 1,300
freedmen,) have a reservation of 12,007,351 acres in the northeast part
of Indian Territory, with some 50,000 acres under cultivation. Their
principal crop, corn and potatoes, owing to drought has this year proved
a failure. Wheat-raising has but lately been introduced, and the crop,
though uninjured, is small, being only 1,500 bushels. Small quantities
of cotton were raised, with good success, for exportation. The Chero-
‘kees depend much upon the hay cut from their prairies, not only for feed-
ing their live stock, but as a source of revenue, large quantities being
annually sold to drovers for the herds driven from Texas to Kansas;
