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DESPATCHES FROM UNITED STATES
MINISTERS TO KOREA, 1883-1905

On the 22 rolls of this microcopy are reproduced 22 volumes that
consist, for the most part, of despatches addressed to the Department
of State by United States diplomatic representatives to Korea between
March 13, 1883, and December 6, 1905. The despatches reproduced
in this microcopy, with few exceptions, are arranged in chronological
order. On the first roll are reproduced selected pages from several
State Department registers of correspondence which, taken as a unit,
comprise a register of despatches from Korea from March 13, 1883
to December 6, 1905.

Most of the communications are original despatches, usually ac-
companied by enclosures. Some of the enclosures are original notes
to the American representatives from officials of the Korean foreign
ministry. Other enclosures were written by private citizens of the
United States. A considerable number of enclosures are copies of
communications sent by American representatives to Korean officials.
Pamphlets, newspaper clippings, and other printed matter are some-
times enclosed.

Apart from numbered despatches and enclosures, these volumes
also contain unnumbered letters, some of which are marked "Private®
or ""Confidential.* Unnumbered or private letters, more informal than
despatches, may report official matters requiring secrecy or not fully
covered in the despatches, or they may convey personal news, acknowl-
edgements of appointment or recall, announcements of arrival or de-
parture, and statements of official expenses. The volumes also contain
telegrams and cables which were not numbered.

The records reproduced in this microcopy are part of a body of
records in the National Archives designated as Record Group 59, Gen-
eral Records of the Department of State.

In the same record group in the National Archives are several
series of records containing additional material on relations between
Korea and the United States. Complementary to the diplomatic des-
patches are instructions from the Secretary of State to the diplomatic
representatives of the United States accredited to Korea, 1883-1906,
which have been reproduced on Roll 109 of Microcopy 77, Diplomatic
Instructions of the Department of State; notes to the Korean Legation
in the United States from the Department, 1888-1906 (Roll 68 of Mi-
crocopy 99); and notes from the Korean Legation in the United States
to the Department, 1883-1906 (Microcopy 166). There are also des-
patches from United States consular officials at Seoul, 1886-1906



(Microcopy 167). All these series were discontinued on August 14,
1906, when the Department adopted the practice of filing incoming and
outgoing correspondence by subject.

In the State Department Decimal File, 1910-29, also in Record
Group 59, are records relating to internal affairs of Korea (Microcopy
426).

In Record Group 84, Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the
Department of State, in the National Archives, are records originally
kept at United States diplomatic and consular posts. Among these are
records of the United States Legation in Korea, 1884-1905, as well as
those of various consular posts in that country.
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1 [Register] 1883 - 1905

1 Mar. 13, 1883 - Sept. 24, 1884
2 2 Oct. 4, 1884 - Oct. 15, 1885
3 3 Oct. 19, 1885 - Dec. 31, 1886
4 4 Jan. 1, 1887 - Dec. 31, 1887
5 5 Jan. 20, 1888 - Aug. 26, 1889
6 6 Sept. 14, 1889 - Sept. 27, 1890
7 7 Oct. 1, 1890 - May 28, 1891
8 8 June 1, 1891 - Apr. 28, 1892
9

4
4
4
3
3
3
3
9 May 1, 1892 - Apr. 24, 1893 3
10 10 May 1, 1893 - May 31, 1894 4
11 11 June 1, 1894 - June 30, 1895 4
12 12 July 9, 1895 - Apr. 30, 1896 3
13 13 May 1, 1896 - Nov. 27, 1897 3
14 14 Dec. 1, 1897 - Avg. 27, 1898 3
15 15 Sept. 8, 1898 - Jan. 30, 1900 3
16 16 Feb. 3, 1900 - Mar. 26, 1901 3
17 17 Apr. 1, 1901 - Apr. 26, 1902 3
18 18 May 1, 1902 - Oct. 31, 1902 3
19 19 Nov. 4, 1902 - Apr. 25, 1903 4
20 20 May 8, 1903 - Apr. 30, 1904 4
21 21 May 2, 1904 - Dec. 30, 1904 3
22 22 Jan. 3, 1905 - Dec. 6, 1905 3

Total $74
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