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STOP A KICKIN'.
Stop yer kickin® 'bout the times,
Git a hustle on you;
Skirmish 'round and grab the dimes,
Ef the dollars shun you,
Croakin’ never bhought a dress.
Growlin' isn’'t in it.
Fix yer peepers on success,
Then go in to win it.
Times is gittin' good again—
Try to help them all you kin.

Don’t sit 'round with hangin’ lip,
That is sure to floor you,
Try to git a better grip
On the work before you.
Put some ginger in yer words
When you greet a neighbor,
Throw your troubles to the birds,
Git right down to labor,
An’ you'll notice ev'ry day
Things is comin’ right your way.

Stop ver Kkickin', get a hold
Of the wheel an' turn it;
You can never handle gold
'Less you try to earn it.
Brush the cobwehs from your eyes,
Stop wver blamed repinin’,
An' vou’'ll notice that yer skies
Allus'll be shinin’.
If you hain't the nerve to try.
Sneak away somewheres and die.
—Clipped from Farmers' Voice.

HOW FAR BEES GO FOR HONEY.

By C. P. Dadant.

I have often read of bees going great
distances for their honey, and harvest-
ing crops from blossoms threemiles or
more from 1heir apiary. Although
there 1is probably some truth in the
statements thus made, ye, for all prac-
tical purposes, I believe that it is use-
less to depend upon their going over
two miles in any one direction. We
have had out-apiaries, located 4 tol2
miles away from our home apiary, for
25 years, or more, and I know by the
experience of the crops in each of these
apiaries that the ranges of the bees
in them were entirely different.

We once had an apiary located on
the shores of the Mississippi river.
This apiary remained in that spot for
about eight years, and its crop was

always shorter than that of any other
apiary. It was about four miles north
of our home, and although we knew
that the vicinity of the river—which,
of course, cut off haif of its pasture—
had something to do with its seanty
crops, yet we cisliked to remove it, be-
cause it was in a location where or-
chards abounded and the facilities for
a spring harvest were good. We were
for a long time under the impression
Lat the home apiary was helping to
cut off its honey suppiy, by its proxi-
mity, but we were well cured of this
doubt when we found a small apiary of
10 colonies exactly half way which had
harvested more surplus than either of
our own.

We have often, since, ascertained
that localities three miles apart may
have altogethci different crops, both in
quuntity and quaiity.

I read an article lately by one of
our leading authorities, in which he
advises prospective bee-keepers to se-
lect their location in reference to the
amount of bloom, wild or cultivated.
This is good advice, and yet it is not
always safe to depend upon present
conditions to determine tne (uture. »s
an instance of changed conditions, un-
expected, I will mention what has hap-
pened in the neighborhood of an apiary
which we located some 20 years ago
between the cities of Hamilton and
Warsaw, about half a mile from the
Mississippi river.

When we first placed bees on this
farm, the land was but lic..e cuiavated
in the neighbornood, and the bottom
or low lands along the river, composed
of islands and overflowed strips, were
in their natural condition, producing
a profusion of fall bloom. The culti-
vated lands in the neighborhood were
largely orcnards, and the timber con-
tained plenty of basswood—a real El-
dorado for bees. :

Within a few years the young, thrif-
ty orchards had become much damaged
by hard winters, and the low lands
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were so closely pastured by meighbor-
ing cattle as w0 cease to produce any-
thing, except iron-weeds and boneset,
which, as everybody knows, produce
about the poorest grade of honey that
can be found. Later, the owners of tne
timber began to cut it down, and we
seriously feared _nat all the basswood
would go. The crops of this apiary
had so diminished that we began to
study over the necessity of removing
the bees elsewhere. But in the past
3 years a revolution has taken place.
The low lands have been put under
fence and cultivated. .he cattle being
shut out from those islands that are
not thoroughly cultivated, they grow
more and thriftier honey-plants than
they ever did before, and after all these
years, a better harvest comes to our
bees than the one before. It matters but
little what is grown on these lands, the
soil is so rich that when the cows are
kept off a bountiful harvest is sure to
come from knotweed and Spanish-
needle— and the crop of the apiary is
at present equal to the best we have.

Another apiary, located only two
miles east of the above, yields no fall
honey worth mentioning. This shows
it makes mno difference what other
people’s bees do, ours will not thrive
on a honey-crop source located two
miles or more from them.

There is, however, a possibility of
bees traveling that distance, or even
more, if the country over which they
travel is not broken. We have seen
our bees at work about two miles from
home along the valley on which we
live, and we ascribe it to their not
having any hills to climb or heavy
timber to pass. Very certainly, bees
will travel farthest where the country
is smoothest. Hancock, Ill.

American Bee Journa.

BEEKEEPING FOR PLEASURE.

The following is condensed from an
article by Geo. Appleton in the Wis-
consin Agriculturist:

There is pleasure in beekeeping if
the beekeeper be interested in outdoor
life and in the study of nature in all
her moods and forms. The curiosities
of-the hive, the marvelous work that
goes on within the hive, is not only en-
tertaining, but also instructive and in-
gpiring.

In keeping bees for pleasure, expense
is a secondary consideration although
it may be very little. The first thing to
be done in preparation is to secure a
hive adapted to beekeeping for pleas-
ure. It must be an observatory hive,
or a hive so constructed that it may be
thrown open to view at any time. This
is usually provided for by giving the
hive glass sides. But the glass sides
must be covered with shutters, for bees
work in the dark and if the shutters
be not applied, the bees will cover the
glass with wax and propolis.

Neither of these will make the hive
absolutely dark, but the bees make it
as dark as they can with the means at
their disposal. To keep out the light
and to protect the hive, let the sides be
covered by shutters or blinds that may
be easily and quickly removed.

Of course nothing can be seen in a
so-called observatory hive except that
which goes on in the two outside
frames, or rather the outside of thetwo
outside frames. To watch in an obser-
vatory hive, the building of comb is
very interesting. When foundation is
used the bees simply draw out and
down the wax, adding a little of their
own, perhaps a third.

All this comes from the bee, exudes
from the body between the plates or
scales in minute particles, and the bees
work it over with their “fingers” and
shape it into comb. A wonderful pro-
vision is wax. It may be said in pass-
ing that wax was not intended to be
eaten. It was given the bees that they
might have means of storing honey for
their own use. It is useful in the arts,
but unfit for food.

When bees build comb without the
help of foundation, the work is still
more interesting to watch, although it
cannot be watched long at a time, for
the bees, at first unmindful, soon be-
come alarmed by theadmission of light
and stop work.

All combs are built downward. The
edge of the comb where the bees are
at work, increases rapidly under the
deft fingers of the workers. The work
of bees at every stage is absolutely per-
fect. There is no staging to build or
take down. Hanging head downward,
the bee with wonderful instinct and
skill builds its hexagonal cells abso-
lutely correct as is based upon and pro-
vided for by mathematical science.This
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work  goes on so slowly that the hu-
man eye, in the time it observes, does
not perceive any increase but if looked
at again in twenty-four hours, the ad-
dition to the structure is seen.

It is certainly interesting to see the
bees, the pollen gatherers, come into
the hive and unload their baskets of
pollen. Pollen is the fertilizing agent
in flowers, and is used by the bees to
feed to the young bees after it is
mixed with honey. What dainty food!
Honey and pollen! No wonder bees
are so extraordinary in many ways!

The pollen is collected in “baskets”
on the thighs of the hind legs. These
baskets are crowded so full that often
the “mass” of pollen,about a sixteenth
of an inch in diameter, falls out. The
bee enters the hive and proceeds to un-
load the pollen baske.s by giving them
a spasmodic kick with the middle feet,
the bee having six feet. If they, the
bits of pollen, do not come out quick-
ly, perhaps the packer bee assists, tak-
ing hold of the pollen and pulling, re-
minding one of a man taking off an-
other man’s boots. The packer then
rolls the pollen into a cell and gets in
after it head first and batters it down
with his head, that it may be packed
solid.

What a factory this is! In addition
to this force are the fanners, the bees

to keep their wings in motion to pro-
duce a current of air. If this were not
done sometimes the comb would melt;
the fanning gives pure air and cools
the hive. The sound of the bees’ wings
makes what is called “the hum of the
hivereferred to by some writers who
appear to thinkthat the hum is the re-
sult of the bees’ working. Bees work
in perfect silence, that is, no sound
comes from their work, and when
there is no fanning, complete silence
reigns as far as the ear can detect
although the entire colony is at work
as usual.

The beekeeper for pleasure looks for
honey—some honey from his bees. He
may have this in one pound and in two
pound boxes, comb honey. He may
have extracted honey if he will take
the trouble to extract it, but extract-
ing is the work of a professional bee-
keeper. If the hive be properly arrang-
ed the bees may be led to work in irre-

| gular sections or boxes—to fill glass

| brings healing for many ills.

globes, tumblers, jars with the finest
of honey in white comb. This is orna-
mental as well as food for the table.
vomb in the shape of stars and crosses
have been made and filled with honey
by the bees.

Much good may come from keeping
bees for pleasure. The mind is turned
from daily routine and the weight is
lifted. The movements of the bees in
and out of the h:ve and the many “bee
problems™ interest-the mind and keep
it busy for the time being with some-
thing that delights and rests it.

The exercise, too, in the open air
An emi-

nent physician once said: “If I could

| get people out of doors, and give their

minds and bodies something to do, I
could cure them without medicine.

SWEET CLOVER IN MISSOURL

Some one wrote the following for
Gleanings, 1894, from Garden City, Mo.

As is well known, sweet clover is a
valuable honey-plant, while some per-
sons regard it as a bad weed; but with
eleven summers’ experience I have
learned quite a little about it. In the
first place, I sowed it for its honey
qualities; but I soon found there was

| something else of value connected

| with it.
: < | in the spring of 1882.
placed by instinct, throughout the hive |

I sowed it on poor heavy soil
The following
year it was a boon to my bees, yield-
ing abundance of honey. I had sown
it near the public road, and many per-
sons going by would stop to see the
bees work on it, and expressed sur-
prise. The roots penetrate deep into
the hard subsgoil, and make the land
loose and friable, and, after the crop
is cleared off, it is in fine condition to
put to other crops.

‘We once, just as it was done bloom-
ing, turned it under and sowed it to
buckwheat, thus getting two crops of
bloom in one summer. The following
spring we sowed it to oats, getting a
fine crop, while at the same time the
sweet clover volunteered, making a
heavy growth by the 15th of Sept.,
standing about three feet high. Now
was our time to try its qualities for
hay, and, suiting the action to the
thought, the mower was brought out,

‘and in due time we had it in a stack,

making about 114 tone per acre. It was
the sweetest-smelling hay that I have
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ever seen. In one instance I had to
call the doctor one very dark night,
and, as we came within a few rods of
the haystack, the doctor stopped short
and said:

“What smells 80 wonderfully
sweet?”’ On being told it was a stack
of sweet-clover hay he was much sur-
prised. It was actually so sweet that,
every warm day during the winter, the
bees would be flying about it. We fed
it all out to our sheep, with corn fod-
der for a change, and I mnever had
sheep do better. Horses will readily
eat it, but cows do not care much for
dt:

It will grow almost anywhere, even
on very rocky hillsides and waste
lands; but I prefer to sow it where I
can keep control of it and get a crop
of bloom and a crop of seed; then the
next spring a crop of some kind, and
in the fall a crop of hay, or to wheat in
the fall, and in the next fall a crop of
hay.

Every other year it reseeds itself;
but if put to a cultivated ecrop a few
years it can all be killed out. I made
a garden-spot on a sweet-clover patch
where there were millions of seeds,
and in two years it was all gone.

With us it grows from four to eight
feet high, thus making it almost im-
possible to get it into a thrasher or
huller. We cut it with a self-rake
reaper, then make a platform on a six-
teen-foot hay-rack, placing it on a skid
made on poles bolted together with
cross-pieces; then hitch three horses
to it, and pull it to the field. With two
light poles about eight feet long, and
just heavy enough for a man to han-
dle, and two pitchforks, we are ready
for business. Now fill your platform,
not too full; and if the clover is very
dry, a few good strokes will land the
seed in the bottom of the platform.
Now tumble out the refuse; drive up,
put more on, and so on around the
field. A little experience will show
how it should be done, When all is
thrashed off, run it through a huller
and you have the Bokhara seed.

It seldom fails to yield enough to
keep the bees out of mischief, and keep
up brood-rearing; but we seldom get
much surplus; for Dblooming as it
does, at a time when very little else is
vielding honey, it would take a large
area to give us thousands of pounds.

As to off years, we have them too in
this as well as in other honey-produc-

ing plants; but only once for us in
eleven years was there an entire fail-
ure; yet it bloomed profusely, but sel-
dom a bee was seen on it, but
thousands of large flies, bugs, and
what not but bees.

SWEET CLOVER IN KANSAS.

I elip the following from the Ameri-

| can Bee Journal of July 4, 1895 :

I discover that there exists quite a
disposition to boom sweet clover. Bet-
ter “watch a little out.” Our people re-
gard it as a pernicious weed. It is
reported that a certain Kansas farmer
sowed 40 acres, having purchased the
seed for alfalfa, and the party who sold
the seed only escaped a lawsuit by a
sudden death. ‘“Haec fabula ducet.”
If you don't want to die in a hurry,
don’t sell sweet clover seed, nor mixed
sweet clover and alfalfa. It appears

| to be wonderfully hardy, grows along
 the irrigating ditches, thrives with ir-

rigation, but also grows about as well
on the upland where the subsoil is as
dry as ashes, and probably has never
been penetrated by rain water, or oth-
erwise received a bit ol moisture since
this section was the ocean’s bhottom.
Nothing will eat sweet clover, either
green or when cut for hay, and we do
not consider it valuable for its nectar.
I have heard that stock eat it in Utah,
but our cattle will sooner eat loco and
yueca.

Syracuse, Kans. JAMES H. WING.

Replying to the above in a subse-
quent number of the same journal, the
Editor of the Busy Bee said:

Emerson says somewhere, something
like this: A weed is a plant the use of
which has not been found out. I was
reminded of this when I read Mr.
‘Wing's letter on page 434. Why, sir, if
his description of the way sweet clover
grows in Kansas is true, all that is
needed is for them to “find out its val-
ue,” and it will have a regular boom in
that state. He says it will grow where
the soil is as “dry as ashes,” but ‘“noth-
ing- will eat it.”” Well, that depends.
The cows eat it off here in St. Joseph
as readily as they would the best grass
you ever saw. Of course, stock must
learn to eat it. So must they learn to
eat prarie hay. 1 have seen horses in
the east, which had been fed all theil
lives on good timothy hay, that woulc
not touch the prairie-grass hay which
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we get in Kansas. They would think
it a “pernicious weed.”

In another number I further said on
this subject: How is this, anyway?
Let us see. A weed according to Web-
ster, is, “A plant growing in cultiva-
ted ground to the injury of the crop
or desired vegetation, or to the disfig-
urement of the place; an unsightly,
useless, or injurious plant.” Acccord-
ing to this definition, sweet clover is
not even a “sort of weed,” for it is
neither unsightly, useless, nor injur-
jous; but on the other hand has been
proven a profitable crop both as a for-
age plant and as a fertilizer of the
soil, and what delicious honey the bees
do gather from its flowers!

I fully agree with Dr. Miller that it
would be a good plan to sow the “hog-
lots,” which produce nothing but dog-
fennel, with sweet clover, alfalfa, or
some other useful plant. If all the
waste land of the country could be
made to produce some nectar-yielding
plant, how muech the honey would add
to the annual income of the country!
Perhaps many do not realize what a
large portion of the land of the country
is uncultivated. I quote from the Re-
port of the Secretary of Agriculture for
1893:

“Of the total country only 18 per
cent. is improved. The better developed
part (east of Colorado) shows only 29
per cent. improved, and even the long-
settled Atlantic coast, which we are
apt to comnsider fully occupied, still
posssesses about 65 per cent. of unim-
proved land.”

Allowing one-half of this to be
woodland, there is yet plenty of room
for sweet clover, even if it were a use-
less weed aside from honey-produc-
tion.

CULTIVATING SWEET CLOVER.

By H. R. Boardman.

Yes, T am sure I can give a few hints
in regard to the cultivation of sweet
clover, that will be valuable to those
who propose to sow it. I have studied
its Labits for a good many years. Al-
most every one falls into the fatal mis-
take of supposing it will cartch and
grow anywhere, with no further trou-
ble than scattering a few seeds. The
requirements for success are, a thor-
oughly underdrained or deeply drain-

| ed soil.

It will not grow with its feet

| in the water. Like the alfalfa, to which
| it is nearly related, it will not succeed
| in a soil that is water-soaked during

| certainly meet with
| Humor its preference and you will be

the winter, and this is about the only
condition wunder which it will not
thrive,

It will grow and thrive on any and
every kind of soil, and it is not much
mattter how poor it is; but it must be
perfectly drained to a considerable
depth. It is abundant in my locality,
and I will tell you where it grows—
along the roadsides, and especially
where the road has been piked up,
leaving deep ditches at the side; on

| the banks of large ditches along rail-
| road embankments,
| streams.

and along the
The Huron and Verinillion
Rivers have great quantities growing
along their banks, and on the bottom
lands. You will observe these locali-
ties all furnish a good depth of well-
drained soil. It is the important re-
quirement, in my estimation, for its
success. Do not try to raise it on soil
that has not this conaiuon, or you wil
disappointment.

rewarded with success

During the last summer I made sev-
eral trips along the Vermillion River,
in pursuit of my favorite amusement—
trolling fcr black bass. I kept one eye
on the white patches of sweet clover
swarming with bees, that I found in
great abundance for a distance of more
than 20 miles..  “Oh!” I ,said, “4f I

| could raise such crops of swoet clover
| it would be worth money for the hon-

| ey alone.,”

But I have no land that is
so perfectly adapted to it as that along
the river. But I remembered this crop
when the seed was ripe, and availed
myself of the privilege of harvesting
some of it, which the owners of the
land granced freely. Hundreds of
bushels of this seed each year falls off,
and is washed down the river, to seed
and reseed the banks and bottom lands
clear to the lake, and unuoubtedly
along the lake shore for no one can tell
how far.

I made up my mind that this big
crop had come to stay. I have sown
sweet clover several times on this kind
of land, upon which it will not grow,
and I shall not waste any more time in
that way. I think I can give good ad-
vice to others when I say, “Don't sow
it unless your soil is adapted to it.”
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For field culture I would sow suffic-
ient seed to get a good liberal catch,
and not sow more land than I could
and do this. Half a bushel to the acre
of the unhulled seed is not too much.
The spring of the year I think the best
time to sow it. It will make a good
catch on winter wheat or rye ground,
but I think [ should prefer to harrow
or cultivate it in deep with a light crop
of oats.

I will not take time to try to show
the value of this plant. I am sure it is
being rapidly recognized.

—Gleanings, 1896.

East Townsend, Ohio.

PREPARING BEES FOR WINTER.

I infer this information is.for our
farmer friends. The experienced bee
keeper already has his own pet meth-
ods. It seems to be generally acknowl-
edged that outdoor wintering on the
summer stands requires the least
time, money and skill, an . is therefore
especially adapted to the needs of the
farmer bee keeper. We belong to that

class and suffer no loss from winter- | iy, language of the old German apiar-

ing

This is our method: We commence
sufliciently early to have our beespack-
ed by the first week in October. First,
examine your hives and see that your
colonies have good queens; should you
find one queenless, unite it with one of
your weaker colonies tnat has a good
queen.
the former over the latter, putting a
sheet of heavy wrapping paper, size of
hive, between the two, cutting a hole
just large enough to allow the passage
of a single bee at a time. This will
unite them slowly, avoiding a battle in
which many valuable bees might be
lost.

Take from the sides of each hive two
or more frames, then put a section of
chaff division board on each side of
the frames, next to the walls of the
hive. Weigh anaverage frame in order
to ascertain the quantity of stores. If
less than twenty-five pounds, feed
honey or a syrup, made from the best
granulated sugar; giving to each col-
ony enough to bring its stores up to
the required standard. ‘We use the
ordinary box bee feeder, set on top
of the frames at sundown. Put on top,
across the frames, sticks, or much bet-
ter, what is known among bee keepers

This may be done by placing | yopee with all of the above, but it con-

. as Hill'’s device. Over this place a cover

of some loose woven cloth. The com-
mon burlap which may be obtained at
any furniture store, is cheap and sat-
isfactory. Now put on a cushion g
little larger than the hive. This cush-
ion is made of the same material as the
cover and filled with chaff: Tuck down
the edges that there may be no expos-
ed place; put on the hive cover, ob-
serving that it has one or two air pas.
sages covered over with fine screen
wire and the work is done. Leave the

| entrance full wiuth.

If your bees are in an exposed place
some kind of windbreak at the back of
the hive will be goo.. Last winter we
utilized a pile of loose brick, by build-
ing a wall of them against the back of
each hive as high as the brood cham-
ber, and banking up earth against it.
When we looked into the hivewe found
them so well supplied with bees and
brood that we had nothing to do but let
them take care of themselves, though
our neighbors lost all their bees.

In writing this article it is taken for
granted that the readerof a progressive
paper uses the movable frame hive. In

| ist from whom we purchased our

first colony and got our first in-
struction in bee-keeping, ‘“the old
box hive is gone with the time when
the farmer raised and fattened hishogs
in the woods.”—Mary Martin Durbin

| in Indiana Farmer,

The editor of the Busy Bee cannot

tains some good points.

SWEET CLOVER.

In Bulletin No. 70, from our Ohio
Experiment Station, subject “Forage
Crops,” we find the following:

As a forage crop for feeding or for
hay, we have not found it of any spe-
cial value, our cows and horses hav-
ing refused to eat it either green or
dried.

This to me is simply astounding. I
can understand why cows and horses
should be suspicious of it when it is of-
fered them for the first time; but I can
not understand how any cow or horse
shonld refuse to eat it after having
once had a taste of it wuen it is young
and tender,say a foot or two in height.
Inasmuch as the State of Ohio once
called sweet clover a “noxious weed,”
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this becomes an important matter.
Our horses will eagerly grab for sweet
clover in preference to any other
green stuff that can be given them;
and they will eat it cured as hay, and
grab for the dried branches that have
ripened seed. In my travels I have
watched anxiously to see if I could find
a bit of sweet clover in any field where
horses and cattle were pastured, but
1 have never found it. 1 have also
watched to see if 1 could find it along
the roadside where horses or cattle
were permitted to feed, and I have
never seen that. I wish our readers
would give us quite a lot of postal-
card experiences. 1 say “postal-card”
because if you write a long letter we
can not publish a large number of
them. We want reports from different
localities. Let us settle this question.
—Editorial in Gleanings.

HOW TO GET RID OF SWEET
CLOVER.

In the first place cut it down before
it produces seed,the same as you would
any other plant. Second, turn on stock
in the spring if practicable, and put
enough stock in the field so they will
eat up the sweet clover before it can
grow up to seed, Third, plow it up be-
fore it produces seed. Some one of the
above three ways can almost always be
found practicable. The principal diffi-
culty will be found in the fence cor-
ners,, where no stock is kept, or on
railway ground; but as it has never yet
got over into cultivated fields adjoin-
ing railroad ground and roadsides, on
our premises, I cannot understand how
it should do any appreciable damage in
any loeality, where confined to these
waste places. I am continually watch-
ing for it in my travels; and just as
soon as I can find a place where it is
detrimental to growing crops, pasture
lands, or meadows, I will gladly report.
—Editorial in Gleanings.

You can get either the AMERICAN
BEE JOURNAL, or GLEANINGS IN
BEE CULTUL.E with The Busy Bee for
$1.00, any time before January, 1898.
See offer below. To a new subscriber
all three of the papers will be sent one
vear for $1.75, less than the price of
two of them. No premiums with this
offer, and not good after January first,
1898. Send me your subscription
now. Must be new to all the papers.

SWEET CLOVER.

By Wm. Belshaw.

What! sweet clover a noxious weed,
cattle refuse to eat it, a nuisance, ete.
I object to so serious a charge against
so valuable a plant. It does not sting
like the nettle, appear like the thistle,
tear like the briar, poison like the
loco weed, and poison oak, hook like
the cockle burr, or stick in the feet of
the small boy like the sand burr, or
choke like the imported flower, the
morning glory. Nor does it encroach
on the cultivated fields and pastures
like most weeds. On the other hand,
it is one of the clovers, and although it
has not all the valuable qualities pos-
sessed by all the others, it has some
qualities possessed by them and special
ones of its own. As a collector of fer-

| tilizing elements necessary to more ex-
| austive vegetation it is one of the best.

It thrives on the poorest soils, the most
tenacious clay. Scrape off the rich
surface soil and on the scanty fare
furnished by the subsoil, it flourishes,
restoring to the surface again its orig-
inal fertility. It reluctantly gives way
to drought, and is not injured by frost.
It grows best by the roadsides where it
has been fresh graded and is one of the
earliest plants to raise the hardened
surface of tne ground in the spring.

| It has a dense mass of beautiful leaf
| foliage before any of the grasses begin

to show green. As a forage plant, as
far as I have seen it eaten by cattle
and horses, it appears to leave no ill
effects upon them. The fact of its not
being eaten by all cattle is not the
fault of the sweet clover as a forage
plant, but with the cattle inat have
not learned to eac it. I have seen a fat
cow eating it and a hungry thin cow
passing it by unnoticed.

Again I have seen a retired farmer
mowing it for his carriage horse be-
cause the horse preferred it to any
kind of hay. I have seen a bunch of
cows grazing upon it in the pastures,
and I am informed by the owner that
it did not injure the flavor of the but-
ter or milk. He considered it a good
forage plant trom experience.

As a bee plant it is one of the best

| equalling white clover in quality of

flavor, doubling it in quantity on the
same amount of ground covered, and
it appears to possess the rare quality
of being stored away us surplus honey
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rather than stimulating swarming.
The two varieties of sweet clover—yel-
low and white—give a fairly long sea-
son to gather the honey, the yellow
commencing to bloom a month before
the white.

Riding with a farmer one day, and
pointing it out to him