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REPORT

OF THE

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

WASHINGTON, D. C., November 1, 1879,

SiR: I have the honor to submit herewith the Annual Report of the
Indian Bureau for the year 1879.

During the year there has been a steady and manifest progress in
civilization which has had no parallel in any previous year in the his-
tory of Indian civilization under this government. The spirit of progress
cannot be said to have pervaded all tribes alike, or with equal force;
but, as a whole, the Indians of the country have taken a long stride in
the right direction toward complete civilization and eventual self-sup-
port. The most decided advance in civilization has been made by the
Ogalala and Brulé Sioux, and their progress during the last year and a
half has been simply marvelous. They have manifested an excellent
disposition and shown commendable zeal in carrying out the plans of
the government for their benefit.

It is no longer a question whether Indians will work. ’.[‘hey are stead-
ily asking for opportunities to do so, and the Indians who to-day are
willing and anxious to engage in civilized labor are largely in the major-
ity. There is an almost universal call for lands in severalty, and it is

_remarkable that this request should come from nearly every tribe except.
the five civilized tribes in the Indian Territory. There is also a growing
desire among Indians to live in houses, and more houses have been
built, and are now in course of erection, than have been put up during
any previous year. The demand for agricultural implements and appli-
ances, and for wagons and harness for farming and freighting purposes
is constantly increasing, and an unusual readiness to wear citizens’
clothing is also manifest. )

The loss of the buftalo, which is looked upon by Indians as disastrous,
has really been to them a blessing in disguise. They now see clearly
that they must get their living out of the soil by their own labor, and a
few years’ perseverance in the beneficial policy now pursued will render
three-fourths of our Indians self-supporting. Already very many tribes -
have a surplus of -products for sale.

The only exception to the general improvement for the year is shown
in the bad conduct of the White River Utes and the marauders in New

‘Mexico, which will be referred to hereafter.

. The following table shows the substantial results of Indian labor dur‘
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ing the year, as well as the increase over the amount given in last year’s
report. But for the severe drought which has prevailed in the Indian
Territory and among the Navajos during the past season the increase
in crops would have been much larger, especially in the corn crop, which
is considerably below that of last year.

Indians exclusive of five civilized tribes.

1879, 1878,
Number of acres broken by Indians. . ..coeoumeiiemannimiiiiannianeneeaaeon , 24, 270 22,319
. Number of acres broken by government ... iy . 2, 861 2,072
Number of acres cultivated by Endians ... 157, 056 128, 018
Number of bushels wheat raised by Indians .. 328, 637 266, 100
MNuinber of bushels corn raised by Indians..........-s 643, 286+ 971, 303
Number of busliels oats and barley raised by Indians. 189, 054 172, 967
Number of bushels vegetables raised by Indians..... 390, 608 315, 585
Number tons hay cut by Indians................con - 48,333 36, 942
Number of Indian apprentices -« oo ooooe i iiiam s eeemmmdann 185 104

Five ctvilized tribes. -
Nuamber of deres ctltivated. ... ccveeienameamcaaesamaramcnsmeia o 273, 000 245, 600

Number of bushels wheat raised. .. 565, 400 494, 400
Nuamber of bushels corn raised........ ... 2, 015, 000 2, 642, 000
Number of bushels oats and barley raised . 200, 000 201, 000
Nuwmber of bushels vegetables raised .-.. S 336; 700 320, 000
Number tons hay cut . ...cceiiemannnann.. eveccesscsmcenceceascesarsaacasan. 176, 500 116, 500

A PATENT FOR LAND. V

The more intelligent and best disposed Indians are now earnestly
asking for a title in severalty to their lands as a preliminary to sup-
porting themsélves from the products of the soil. The number of per-
sons who can be employed in stock-raising is small, since comparatively
little labor is required and a few men can herd and take care of a thou-
sand head of cattle; but the cultivation of the soil will give employment
to the whole Indian race. The only sure way to make Indians tillers of
the soil, under the best conditions to promote their welfare, is to give
each head of a family one hundred and sixty acres of land, and te each
unmarried adult eighty acres, and to issue patents for the same, making
the allotments inalienable and free from taxation for twenty-five years.

A bill to carry out this beneficial object was submitted to the extra
gession of the Forty-sixth Congress [H. R. 354]. It was carefully pre-
pared by the department to meet all the wants of the situation, and
was similar to a bill which had been introduced into the Forty-fifth
Congress and had been favorably reported on by committees in both
Houses, but which had failed to receive action. The speedy passage of
stich a bill would be a greater boon to Indian civilization than any
other that could be bestowed. As will be seen throughout this report,
the willingness of the Indian to work has already been demonstrated.
\Give him the land and the opportunity, and the result is a foregone con- .
clusion. But solong as he hasnoindividual title to the land he is asked
to cultivate, the fear that it will some day be taken from him will oper-
ate as a serious hindrance to his progress. With the Indian as well as

. the white man industry and thrift have their root in ownership of thesoil.
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The patenting of lands in severalty creates separate and individual inter- -
ests, which are neeessary in order to teach an Indian the henefits of labor
and to induee him to follow civilized pursuits.

" In this connection I desire to call attention to House bill 352, 46th
Congress, 1st session, which confirms certains entries of lands made by
Chippewa Indians in Michigan, and also to House bill 355, introduced
during the same session, amending the defieiency act of March 3, 1875.
This latter bill extends the limitation placed upon the conveyanee of
lands taken by Indians under the homestead law to twenty-five years
from date of patent instead of five years. It also includes other limita-

. tions embraced in House bill 354 referred to above. Under the provis-

ions of this act a large number of Indians in Oregon, Washington Ter-

ritory, and other portions of the Northwest, who are not on reservatlons,
could be readily and advantageouslv settled

PENAL SETTLEMENTS.

In former years when Indians committed serious crimes it was eus-
tomary to inflict punishment therefor by sending them to Saint Augus-
tine, Fla., to be kept in clese confinement at Fort Marion. They were thus
deprived of their liberty until they were believed to be in a fit frame of
mind to be permitted to go back to their tribes, with a reasonable pros-
pect of their remaining quiet in the future. Of late years the military,
who have acted as custodians of these captive Indians, have objected to
keeping them, on account of the expense of feeding them from the Army
appropriation, and for the last two years it has been a difficult mastter
to cause Indian criminals to be held in custody beyond a very brief pe-
riod of time, although the Army appropriation bill makes special pro-
vision for the support of Indian priseners.

A penal settlement for the confinement and reformation of the more
turbulent and troublesome individuals among the various Indian tribes
is a pressing want, and immediate action should be taken for the esfab-
lishment of sueh a settlement. For the worst class of refractory Indians,
one settlement should be in Florida, which is far enough away from Indian
reservations to make any attempt at escape hopeless. Another settle-
ment should be established in the Northwest, at some point where a con-
siderable quantity of arable land can be found, so that Indians who are
thus restricted in their liberty may be taught to work for their support.

It is impossible to properly govern a barbarous people like our wilder
Indians without being able to infliet some punishment for wrong-doing
that shall be a real punishment to the offender. At the present time-
the military are called upon to suppress insurrections, and to chastise,
by the penalties and losses of war, those who rebel against the govern-
ment. These are temporary evils to the Indians, and unless the punish-
ment inflicted is unusnally severe the lesson is soon forgotten. More-
over, in such cases ehastisement often falls heavily on innoeent parties
instead of the guilty. If the Indian Office had a penal settlement where
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turbulent individuals among the tribes could be placed, they could be
taken from their homes to the place of punishment without disturbing
the general peace, and the promptinfliction of a punishment of this kind
would tend to curb the evil-disposed and prevent them from stirring up
outbreaks. In fact there is nothing the Indian would dread more than
to be deprived of his liberty.

Such a settlement should be guarded by a sufficient force to exercise
perfect discipline, and such prisoners should be taught trades as well as
agriculture. A school of correction of this kind would be of inestimable
value to the Indian service, and it would exercise a reformatory influ-
‘ence that could not be obtained by simple confinement. Useful occu-
pation provided for the captives, with some encouragement to industry,
‘would in most cases enable them to be returned to their homes in an
advanced condition of civilization.

SALE OF ARMS TO INDIANS.

During the last two years the sale of arms and ammunition by In- ,
dian traders has been strictly forbidden and no case is known where
the prohibition has been violated. Such vigilance has been exercised
by the Indian Office in this matter that trader’s licenses have been re-
voked whenever there was the slightest suspicion of the existence of
this contraband trade. Nevertheless, outside of Indian reservations,
men are everywhere found driving a thrifty business in selling breech-
loading arms and fixed ammunition to non-civilized Indians, and the
sales thus made are limited in amount only by the ability of the Indians
to purchase.

Previous to the late Ute outbreak the Indians were amply supplied
with Winchester and Spencer rifles and fixed ammunition obtained
from traders outside of their reservation. Game was abundant on or
near their reserve, and for some time the Utes had been making sales of
peltries to a large amount, and were thus enabled to provide themselves
with such arms and ammunition as they desired. Their largely increased
purchases of arms just before the outbreak might have served as a
notice to these unscrupulous traders that an outbreak was impending
in which the lives of innocent people would be sacrificed. There is no
offense againstthe commonwealth showing greater moral turpitude than
the crime of those persons who recklessly place in the hands of savages -
all the improved patterns of arms, which they know will be used to de-
stroy the lives of innocent white citizens.

" There is no statute against this erime, and the only semblance of pro-
hibition is contained in the following joint resolution and proclamation,
v EXECUTIVE MANSION,

November 23, 1876.
A joint resolution adopted by Congress August 5, 1876, declares that—

‘Whereas it is ascertained that the hostile Indians of the Northwest are largely equipped with arms
" which require special metallic cartridges, and that such special ammunition is in large part supplied to
such hostile Indians, directly or indirectly, throngh traders and others in the Indian country: Therefore,
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representativesin Congress assembled, That the President of
the United States is hereby authorized and requested to take such measures as, in his judgment, may
pe necessary to prevent such metallic ammunition being conveyed to such hostile Indians, and is farther
authorized to declare the same contraband of war in such district of country as he may designate during
the continuance of hostilitiest

To carry into effect the above-cited resolution, the sale of fixed ammunition or me-
tallic cartridges by any trader or other person in any district of the Indian country
occupied by hostile Indians, or over which they roam, is hereby prohibited; and all
such ammunition or cartridges introduced into said country by traders or other per-
sons, and that are liable in any way or manner, directly or indirectly, to be received
by such hostile Indians, shall be deemed contraband of war, seized by any military
officer and confiscated ;. and the district of country to which this prohibition shall ap-
ply during the continuance of hostilities is hereby designated as that which embraces
all Indian country, or country occupied by Indians, or subject to their visits, lying
within the Territories of Montana, Dakota, and Wyoming, and the States of Nebraska
and Colorado.

U. 8. GRANT.

" The foregoing resolution is, at best, only aspecimen of very loose legis-

lation. In lieu thereof a well-considered penal statute should have

been enacted forbidding such sales not only in the Northwest, but wher-

ever there are mnon-civilized Indians, whether on or off reservations.
The danger always is that such trading will be carried on just outside

reservation limits, where all sorts of contraband sales are effected and

where Indian agents are powerless.

Again, the joint resolution prohibits the sale of ‘“metallic ammunition”
only, and not of arms as well. The right of purchasing arms ad libitum
is the evil complained of. Without arms, ammunition would be of nouse,
and the latter can be traded in to any extent with little danger of de-
tection, since it can be easily carried concealed about the person. Thesale
of arms, on the other hand, could be readily detected and exposed; and
it is against such sales that legislation should especially be directed. 1t
would almost seem as if the very men engaged in this murderous traffic
had framed the above resolution to protect their guild and to enable them
to ply their trade with impunity. When it is considered how many
lives have been lost during the time which has elapsed since the pas-
sage of this resolution‘(which' virtually permits this unhallowed trade
in the implements of death), it is strange that no adequate legislation
has been had for the protection of human life. A law by Congress pro-
hibiting under severe penalty the sale of both fire-arms and fixed ammu-
nition to non-civilizéd Indians, is the only common-sense and pracmcable
method of putting an end to this dangerouq traffic.

INDIAN EDUCATION.

. The work of promoting Indian education is the most agreeable part
of the labor performed by the Indian Bureau. Indian children are as
bright and teachable as average white children of the same ages ; and
while the progress in the work of civilizing adult Indians who have had
no educational advantages is a slow process at best, the progress of the
youths trained in our schools is of the most hopeful character. During
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the current year the capacity of our sehool edifices has been largely in-
creased, and some additional schools have been opened, TFhe following
tables will show the increase of sehool facilities during the year :

1879. 1878,

‘Nmamber of children, exelusive of the five civilized tribes, who ean be

‘accemmodated in boarding-schools. ............ P 3, 461 , 2,580
‘Number of children who can be aecommodated in day sehools......... 5,970 5,082
Number of boarding-8chools ... .o ie oot 52 49
Number of day schools ............. P Y 107 119
Number of children attending school one or more months during the -

year, male, 3 965, female, 3,228 .... . ... ... .ooiiL.il.l 7,193 6,229
Number of eﬁ@ﬁ@r among the five civilized tribes attending sehool

during the yeﬁiﬁ?’..,. e eeetat e coemceceencahoae ennee cannnncaae 6,250 5,993

_In the last report of the Indian Office an account was given of the plan
of Indian education initiated at Hampton, Va. The progress of the chil-
dren sent to Hampton last year has been very satisfactory. They have
learned as readily as could have been expected, and the success attend-
ing the experiment has led to the establishment of a training school of
the same kind at Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, Pa., under the immediate
charge of Lieut. R. H. Pratt, U. 8. A. He has now in full operation a
school consisting of 158 Indian children of both sexes, three-fourths of
whom are boys. These children have been taken in large numbers
from the Sioux at Rosebud, Pine Ridge and other agencies on the Missouri
River, and from all the tribes in the Indian Territory exeept the eivil-
ized Indians.

~Carlisle is pleasantly situated in the Cumberland Valley. The seil is
fertile and the climate healthy, and not at all subject to malaria. In
the grounds surreunding the barracks a large amount .of gardening
ean be done advantageously. The buildings are comparatively new
brick buildings, in a good state of preservation, and furnish pleasant
and commodious quarters for those already there, with a.capacity to pre-
vide accommodations for at least four hundred mere children. Itishoped
that Congress will make further provision by which the number of
pupils at this school may be largely increased.

These children have been very carefully seleeted, having undé}g(me
the same sort of examination by a surgeon to which apprentices for the
Navy are subjected, and only healthy ones have been accepted. The -
pupils will not only be taught the ordinary branches of an English eduea-
tion, but will also be instructed in all the useful arts essential in pro-
viding for the every-day wants of man. The civilizing influence of these
schools established at the East is very much greater than that of like
schools in the Indian country. All the children are expected to write

~weekly to their homes, and the interest of the parents in the progress.
and welfare of the children under the care of the government is at least
equal to the interest that white people take in their children.

In addition to the scholars at the Carlisle training school, the num-
ber during the coming year at Hampton will be increased to about sixty-
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five. Benevolent persons-all over the eountry are taking a deep interest
in both of these schools, and are contributing money to promote the im-
provement of the pupils, by farnishing articles that cannot be supplied
and paid for under government regulations.

From the statements herein made it will be seen that the work
of eduweation among Indians has been largely increased, and the
facilities now enjoyed will tend very materially to promote the work of
Indian eivilization. The interest of the Indian chiefs and ruling men
in these educational movements is very great. They have already ex-
pressed a desire to send school committees from their tribes to see and
report upon the progress and treatment of their ehildren in the govern-
ment schools; and permission to eome east for that purpose will be
granted to a limited number. The older Indians, and those experieneed
in the affairs of the tribes, feel keenly the want of education, and as a
rule have favored all endeavors to educate their children, and itis a rave
thing to find an Indian so benighted as not to desire to have his children
taught to read and write in the English language.

Arrangements are now in progress for opening a school similar to the
Carlisle school at Forest Grove, Oregon, for the edueation of Indian
children on the Pacific coast.

INDIAN FREIGHTING.

In the month of July, 1877, it was propesed to the Sioux chiefs
Bpotted Tail and Red Cloud, in a council held with them at their old
agencies in Dakota, that they should begin the work of their owa eivil-
ization by hauling their annuity goeds and supplies from the Missouri
River to the new locations to which they were about to remove, distant
respeetively 90 and 183 miles westward from the river. The Indians
promised that, whenever the government should furnish them with the
means of traasportation, they would willingly embark in the enterprise.
Owing to the impending removal of the Indians and the lateness of the
season, it was decided, after due deliberation, to defer putting the plan
into execution until after the removal should have been accomplished

-and sufficient supplies should have been transported to the new loea-
tions to carry the Indians through the first winter. The department
did net wish to imeur the risk of making a trial of what was looked
upon as an experiment, when any failure might deprive the Indians of
sufficient food and shelter to enable them to withstand the rigors of a
Daketa winter.

As related in my last report, a serious combination was made by con-
tractors to take advantage of what was supposed to be the necessities
of the government in the hope of thereby extorting exorbitant rates for
the carrying of supplies from the Missouri to the two agencies. After
advertising twice suceessively for bids for transportation without obtain-
ing reasonable proposals, it was determined to purchase four handred and
twelve wagons and six hundred sets of double harness, and to hire the
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Indians with their four-pony teams to remove nearly 4,000,000 pounds
of freight an average distance of nearly 150 miles. Even the boldest
and most progressive agents pronounced the undertaking a novel and

doubtful experiment and others declared it to be impossible, expressing
the opinion that Indian ponies were too weak and unreliable to be
depended upon for business of such serious importance. To add to the
difficulties of the situation malicious white men burned the grass be-
tween the agency and the Missouri River for a space 40 by 60 miles in
extent.

Under difficulties like these the task of teaching wild Indians to haul
supplies with their unbroken ponies began October 11, 1878, and before
January 1, 1879, their ability to perform the work had been successfully
demonstrated, and 13,000 Indians were comfortably fed and clothed
on supplies and annuity goods hauled by themselves without loss or
waste.

In past years, when wagon transportion was performed by white con-
tractors, the loss and waste were very considerable. Employés and
teamsters lived on the flour, sugar, bacon, and coffee transported by them.
The Indians, however, invariably carry their freight through intact.
They have become expert drivers of four-pony teams, and now manage
them with the skill of an experienced stage-driver.

The result of the experiment with the Sioux Indians has led to the
purchase of enough transportation materidl to enable all our Indians,
except the tribes in Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona, to haul their
own supplies. One thousand three hundred and sixty-nine wagons and
two thousand five hundred sets of double harness are now employed
in the service witlr excellent results in all cases.

The influence of this industry upon the tribes in which it has been in-
troduced has been marvelous. In the past all drudgery and much of
the real work devolved upon the Indian women, while they laughed at
and ridiculed any man who was disposed to labor.. Now, however, the
women are glad to have the men do the hauling, and even other work,
and go so far as to ride in the wagons with their husbands on the jour-
neys between the agencies and the base of supplies. The prosecution
of this industry compels the men to wear citizens’ clothing, and in that
particular rapid advance in civilization has been made. Another ad-
vantage, and perhaps the greatest one, is the opportunity thus afforded

' Indians to earn money honestly, and by constant application, in consid-
erable amounts. Hauling is far more profitable than hunting ever was,
even when game was abundant. - Then the traders, in the purchase of pel-
tries, for which they made payment in tokens, took the lion’s share of
all the Indians could earn; now their wages are paid in cash, and the
Indians are rapidly learning to make a good use of their money. What
is not expended for necessaries and comforts is given to the women to
keep for future wants. o
It is now the settled policy of the government to give all wagon trans-
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portation to Indians, and to make them useful in every capacity in which
. Indian labor can be employed.

STOCK CATTLE.

For several years past the experiment of furnishing Indians with cat-
tle for stock-raising has been made from time to time, and it has been
found that the Indians have almost invariably herded their cattle well,
and have raised young stock in considerable numbers. During the cur-
rent year, as the following figures will show, very much more has been
done in the distribution of stock among the Indians than at any time
heretofore. The government has contracted for 11,311 head of stock
cattle, which have been delivered in part; the remainder of the deliv-
eries will be made as soon as spring is fairly opened. These cattle are
distributed as follows: 1,100 to the San Carlos Agency, 100 to Siletz,
1,522 to Pine Ridge, 1,622 to Rosebud, 900 to Cheyenne and Arapaho,
600 to Kiowa, Comanche, and Wichita; 817 to Osage, 400 to Pawnee,
850 to the Shoshone and Bannack; 100 each to the Sac and Fox, and
Kaw Agencies; 200 each to the Western Shoshone, Flathead, and Fort
Hall Agencies; 300 each to Crow Creek, and Ponca; and 500 each to
Yarkton, Standing Rock, Lower Brulé, and Blackfeet Agencies. These
cattle have been and will be distributed only to such Indians as, in the
opinion of the respective agents, will take the best care of them. Prop-
erly cared for, the increase of this stock, in four years, will, with the
original herd, amount to nearly 50,000 head, from which it will be seen
that the success of the Indians in stock-raising and their ability to profit
by it can be demonstrated in a very brief time. These advantages,
taken in connection with the issue of agriculturalimplements and wagons
in number to correspond with the issue of cattle, will require but one
more act on the part of the government to complete the conditions neces-
gary for Indian self-support. The only thing needful is to provide them
with an absolute title to lands in severalty, covered by a patent from
the government, with protection against taxation and alienation.

GRANARIES AND ROOT HOUSES.

Indians in their natural state are exceedingly improvident, and while
for one year, if left to themselves, they might procure seed and raise a
large crop, the probability is that before the next planting season their
supply of seed would be entirely exhausted. It is necessary, therefore,
to exercise some forethought in their behalf, and during the current year
the office has directed agents to construct granaries and root houses,
and to call upon each Indian who has been engaged in farming to
deliver at the agency a sufficient amount of seed for the next crop. In
return, the agent gives a receipt for its safe-keeping. This of course
renders it necessary for the agent to have a place of storage where the
seeds or roots will be safe from destruction or frost.

It is not unusual for Indian traders to give Indians credit to an amount
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not only sufficient to absorb their whole year’s crop, but also to demand,
in payment for debt, even the amount left ever for seed. For this rea-
son traders have been enjoined not to give Indians credit, but to let them
pay in cash and products as far asthey may go.

These granaries and root houses, which are necessary to make sure
that the Indians do not part with their seed to satisfy passing wants,
have been completed or are in course of construction for the following
agencies: Cheyenne River, Lower Brulé, Crow Creek, Yankton, Fort
Berthold, Sisseton, Blackfeet, Crow, Flathead, Shoshone, Yakama,
Tulalip, Neah Bay, S’Kokomish, Siletz, Umatilla, Round Valley, Chey-
enne and Arapaho, Pawnee, Osage, Sac and Fox, Santee, Omaha, Win-
nebago, Great Nemaha, and White Earth.

o INDIAN POLICE.

It is about two years since the general establishment of an Indian police
force, which has proved to be exeeedingly beneficial to the service. The
policemen have shown the utmost fidelity to the government, and, when
necessary, have arrested even friends and relatives with absolute impaz-
tiality. At the Pine Ridge Agency, on the 8th of September last, a
runner was dispatched from the camp of Young-Man-Afraid-of-his-Herses
to notify the agent of the escape during the night of eleven Cheyennes,
who had taken with them twenty-two head of horses and ponies belong-
ing to the Sioux. Police Captain Sword, with nine of his men, was sent
in pursuit, and the next day overtook the Cheyennes—who had twelve
hours the start of the police—on Osage Creek west of the Black Hills,
about 125 miles distant from the agency. Sword and his party imme-
diately surrounded the fugitives and demanded their surrender. Spotted
Wolf, the leader of the runaways, refused, and threw off his blanket,
which among Indians signifies a challenge to mortal combat. The
police immediately opened fire on the party, killing Spotted Wolf.
The remainder then surrendered, and after a two-days march were
brought back to the ageney. Many other equally noteworthy instances
of fidelity have occurred, and as a whole, where agents have entered
into the spirit of the system, the results have been of the best possible
charaeter.

There is but one drawback, which should be removed by Congress.
The pay of policemen which is fixed by law at $5 per month should be
inereased to $15. The men enlisted in the police service are usunally
heads of families, and 85 per month is the merest pittance. Indians
-engaged in other avoeations at the various agencies are paid $15, and
teamsters, with their ponies, often earn $30 per menth. Especially at

larger agencies, where there is eonsiderable police work to be done, the
payment of the police should be increased as above proposed. At
present considerable dissatisfaction is felt among the Indians on account
of the scanty pay, and agents report great difficulty in keeping a full
quota of suitable men. This should not be the case, as our police system
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is necessary for the maintenance of order and good government at the
several agenecies, and is of the highest importance in teaching Indians
habits of eivilized life and eventual self-government.

MARRIAGES.

In my last annual report I recommended the enactment of a law to
prevent polygamy, which prevails in almost every Indian tribe, and to
provide for legal marriages among Indians. I can do no better than to
repeat that recommendation here:

An act of Congress should provide wholesome and proper marriage laws for Indian
tribes. The agent should be required to marry all the Indians cohabiting together

. upon the various reservations, giving them a certificate of such marriage; and after
the beginning of the next year no Indian should be permitted to marry more than one
wife. White men cohabiting with Indian women should be compelled either to
marry them or to quit the reservation.

THE PONCAS.

As stated in my last annual report the Poncas were finally settled on
both sides of the Salt Fork near its junction with the Arkansas River.
The location is healthy and the soil fertile. There is everything in the
surroundings of the agency to please the eye, and it is universally re-
garded as the best location for an Indian agency to be found anywhere
in the country. :

The Poncas are now doing well. Many houses have already been built,
and by the Ist of January next the agent expects to have the whole
tribe comfortably supplied with houses. They have been furnished with
wagons and harness for freighting and farm purposes, and have hauled
their own supplies from Wichita, Kansas. They have been supplied
with horses and cattle for stock-raising, and also with agricultural imple-

ments sufficient for all the members of their tribe. A steam sawmill and

a shingle-machine have been placed at the agency, and have been run-
ning continuously since March last. A school-house has been built and
a sehool has been in operation for a considerable portion of the year.
In brief, every thing pessible has been done to promote their comfort
and civilization.

As reported heretofore, these Indians suffered greatly in health by
their removal to the Indian Territory, but they have now become aceli-
mated and the health of the tribe has greatly improved.

By the treaty of March 12, 1858 (12 Stat., 997), the Ponca tribe of
Indians ceded to the United States all the lands then owned or claimed

by them except a tract in what is now the Territory of Dakota, which -

was reserved in said treaty as their future home. In consideration of
sueh session the United States stipulated, among other things, ¢“To
protect the Poncas in the possession of the tract of land reserved for
their future homes and their persons and property therein during good
behavior on their part.” By the treaty of March 10, 1865 (14 Stat.,
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675), certain cessions and exchanges were made by which the area of
the Ponca reservation was reduced to 96,000 acres, to which diminished
reservation the pledge of protection in the former treaty remained fully
applicable, and was néver forfeited on the part of said Indians.

The following bill was presented by the department to Congress on
the 3d of February 1879 :

A BILL For the relief of the Ponca tribe of Indians in the Indian Territor&.

Whereas, by the treaty of March 12, 1858, the Ponca Indians ceded to the United
States all the land then owned or claimed by them, except a tract in the TeiTitory of
Dakota, bounded as follows, viz: ‘“Beginning at a point on the Niobrara River and
running due north so as to intersect the Ponca River 25 miles from its mouth; thence,
from said point of intersection up and along the Ponca River twenty——miles; thence
due south to the Niobrara River, and thence down and along said river to the place of
beginning ”: and in possession of which the United States agreed to protect said tribe ;
and,

‘Whereas, by the treaty of March 10, 1865, certain changes were made in the bound-

_aries of the Ponca Reservation, as defined in the treaty of March 12, 1858, whereby
their reservation was reduced to 96,000 acres of land; and,

Whereas, by the second article of the treaty of April 29, 1868, with the Sioux nation
of Indians, the lands owned and phen occupied by the said Poncas, under the provisions
hereinbefore set forth, and on which they had valuable improvements in houses and
cultivated lands, were without their consent ceded and conveyed by the United States
to said nation of Indians; and,

Whereas provision was made in the act making appropriations for the current and
contingent expenses of the Indian Department for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877, for the removal of the Ponca Indians to the Indian Territory, which said removal

_ has since been effected ; and

Whereas said Ponca Indians at the time of their removal were obliged to leave all
of their improvements and other valuable property, consisting of agricultural imple-
ments, etc., on their said reservation in Dakota, and for which they have received no
compensation; and, .

Whereas said Ponca Indians are now located temporarily on certain lands, which
they desire to retain, within the territory west of the 96° ceded by the Cherokee Na-
tion to the United States by the treaty of July 19, 1866, for the purpose of settling
ather Indians thereon, but which lands they have no money to purchase as provided in
said treaty : Therefore, )

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, author-
jzed and directed to permanently locate the said Ponca Indians on the tract of land
now occupied by them, embracing in the aggregate 101,894 acres, and to purchase the
same for their use from the Cherokee Nation ; said purchase to be made in accordance
with the provisions of the Cherokee treaty of July 19, 1876.

SEc. 2. That the sum of $140,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of
any moneys now in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, to
be disposed of for the benefit of said Ponca Indians as follows, viz, $82,000, or so much
thereof as may be necessary, shall be expended by the Secretary of the Interior in
payment for the lands authorized herein to be purchased for the use of the Ponca
tribe of Indians, and the balance of said $140,000 remaining after the purchase of said
lands shall be invested in the four per cent. bonds of the United States and held as a
permanent investment for said tribe, the interest thereon to be expended annually for
their benefit in such manner as the Secretary of the Interior may direct.

SEC. 3. That the amount appropriated herein shall be in full of all claims by said
Ponca tribe of Indians against the United States for the lands and property heretofore
owned by them in Dakota Territory. i
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By the provisions of the above bill it will be seen that everything has
been done for the Poncas, so far as this department can act. Their
lands were ceded to the Sioux by act of Congress, and proper reparation
can only be made by the same authority.

CHIEF MOSES AND HIS PEOPLE.

During the summer of 1878 the settlers in Washington Territory were
painfully excited by the restless condition of the Indians in their midst,
owing to the outbreak of the Snakes and Bannacks in the adjoining
Territory of Idaho, and organized measures for self-protection against
roving bands were considered necessary. Chief Moses and his band,
who at that time were not on any reservation, were suspected by the
settlers of being in sympathy with the hostile Indians, and also of hav-
ing been accomplices in the murder of a man and his wife, named Perkins,
who had been killed by a roving band of Columbia River Indians, under
the influence of the notorious ** dreamer” Smohallie. In the fall of 1878,
Agent Wilbur was directed to use his best endeavors to induce Moses
and his band to go upon the Yakama Reservation. He accordingly
sent for Moses, who, on the plea that a separate reservation was to be
assigned him, declined to go to Yakama until the decision of the gov-
ernment in the matter could be had. He denied all personal knowledge
of the Perkins murder, and offered to furnish guides to assist in the
arrest of the guilty parties, who were then located about 40 miles distant
trom his camp.

A party of fifteen agency Indians and thirty white volunteers from
Yakama City was formed, and it was arranged that Moses and his men
should have one day’s start of the party in order to make arrangements
for crossing the Columbia River. On arriving with his men at the ap-
pointed place he found that the volunteers had proceeded to a point
twelve miles below. This fact, coupled with reports which had reached
him in the mean time that the whites had planned to waylay and kill
him on the way home, and that the police and volunteers intended to
arrest him and confine him in jail at Yakama, aroused his suspicions,
and he failed to furnish the guides as agreed, and confronted the volun-

. teer party in an apparently hostile attitude with about sixty armed men.
After a parley, which resulted in both sides withdrawing without col-
lision, Moses returned to his camp, but three days later started with
nine of his men (as he states) to join the party in the capture of the mur-
derers. Before reaching them he encamped for the night, and the vol-
unteers who were in that vieinity, mistaking their camp fires for those of
the murderers, surrounded the camp and took Moses and his nine men -
prisoners. All were disarmed; five went after the murderers and
arrested one, the other having killed himself to avoid arrest, and Moses
and the remaining four men were taken to Yakama City and confined
in jail without any formal examination. A week later Agent Wilbur
persuaded the citizens to allow him to take them in charge, and, under
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a guard to prevent the excited settlers from killing him, Moses and his
men were taken te the agency, where they remsained for three months

despite the repeated and strenueus efforts which were made by the eiti-

zens to take Moses out of the agent’s eustody and return him to jail.
On the 12th of February last the department ordered Moses and his
party to Washington for a conference. This order was communicate d
to the Yakama authorities, and uapon their agreement not to disturb or
arrest him he was allowed to return to his people and make the neeces-
sary arrangements for his journey to Washington. At the expiration of
ten: days he was sent for, and returned word that he would meet the
agent at the Yakama Ferry in four days. Upon. arrival at the ferry,
the agent found the county sheriff with a posse guarding every crossing
on the river for twenty miles or mere, with a sworn determination. te
take Moses dead or alive. Finding that he could do nothing, the agent
returned to Yakama City, and the next morning the chief was brought in
by the sheriff. Court was ealled, and Moses was arraigned as accessary
to the murder of the Perkins family, The prosecution, on the plea that
they were not ready, asked adjournments, first for twenty-four hours
and then for eight days. It becoming apparent that delay was asked
solely for the purpese of preventing Moses from proeeeding to Wash-
ington and of keeping him in jail until the October term of court, the
agent proposed to waive preliminary hearing and enter bail for his due
appearance at court. His proposition was accepted, and Moses eame to
‘Washington. :
Several conferences were held with him, which resulted in the issuance

of an executive order dated the 19th of April, 1879, setting apart for himi-

self and his people a reservation, called the Columbia reservation, which

adjoins the Colville Reserve in Washington Territory. The delegation-
returned to Vancouver with a special request to the governor of the

Territory and the general commanding the department to see that they

were forwarded to their new home without arrest or further interferenoce

by the whites. Moses has since expressed himself as being pelfectly
satisfied with the location provided.

- It was deemed expedient to accede to the earnest desire of Moses to
have a new reservation set apart for his occupancy, because of the hard-
ship and unjust treatment to which he had been subjected and in ac-
knowledgment of his valuable services in controlling the disaffected and
in preserving the peace during the excitement occasioned by the hostil-
ities of the Bannocks. By this arrangement an expensive war was un-
doubtedly avoided.

The Indians concerned in the Perkins murder were tried at the last
'(October) term of the circuit court of Yakama County, Washington Ter-
ritory, and three of them were condemned to death. The eharge against
Chief Moses was pressed for days and some sixty or more witnesses
were examined; but no bill against him could be found. He was there-
upon discharged and his bondsmen released.
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THE REMNANT OF DULL KNIFE'’S BAND.

In the last annual report of this bureau mention was made of the de-
gertion of & party of about three hundred Northern Cheyernnes, under
Dull Kiiife, from the Chieyenne and Arapaho Reservation in the Indian
Territory, in September, 1878, and of the fact that on their way through
Kansay they murdered more than forty men, women, and children, and:
committed other outrages. At the date of said report the portion of
those Cheyennes who had surrendered to the military were held as
prisoners at Camp Robinsom, Nebr., and the War Departiment had
been requested to- send' them to Fort Wallace, Kans., i order that
the civit atthorities of that State might identify and properly punish:
the parties gaitty of crimes committed in the raid through Kansas.

The headmer of the Cheéyennes then in confinement at Fort Robinson
were netified by the military on the 3d of January that the anthori--
tiés in- Washington had décided to send them back south. On the
next day; after eonsultation with the rest of the captives, Wild Hog,
as spoResman, gave an unequivoecal negative to the proposition, de-
claring thelr intention to die before complying with the order. Tlie
prisoness nuihtbered at this time forty-nine men, fifty-one women, and -
forty-eight childien. It was then attempted to starve and freeze these:
captives into submission, and for five days they were deprived of food
arrd fuel, and for three days of water also. This experiment proving in-
effectual, on the 9th of January it was decided to arrest Wild Hog as
the leader of the opposition. He was with difficalty induced to come
out of the prison, and after a struggle, in which a soldier was stabbed,
he was ironed. Upon this the Indians in the prison barricaded the
doors, covered the windows with cloth to conceal their movements, tore
up the floor; and constructed rifle-pits to command all the windows.

As early as November 1; 1878; Red Cloud had requested that their
knives-be taken from these prisoners to prevent them from taking their
ownlivesin case they ghould be ordered South. This, however, appears
not to have been done, neither had they been: wholly disarmed; for they:
were the possessors of at least fifteen guns (in addition to the two ob-
tained from. the dead sentinels) and some revolvers, and were well sup-
plied with knives. ‘

About 10 o’clock on the night of January 9, the Indians commenced;
firing uwpon the sentinels, killing: two and wounding a corperal in the
guard-room, and made their escape through the windows, the women
being driven in front of the men in their flight. They were pursued by
the troops, and most of their number were eventually killed. The sur-
vivors.were taken to Kansas for the identification of those who had-been.
accused- of murder and ountrage, and Wild Hog and six others were
indicted in the courts of that State. When the case was. called, a nolle:
prosequi was entered, thereby dismissing the case; the prisoners were
set at liberty, and they accompanied their agent to the Indian Territory;

IND—II e
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LITTLE CHIEF'S BAND OF CHEYENNES.

Little Chief and his band of Cheyennes, numbering about 200, left Sid-
ney Barracks on their way to the Indian Territory October 20, 1878, and.
arrived at the Cheyenne and Arapaho Agency on the 9th of De(,ember
last. It seems that Little Chief and his band were traveling peacefully
southward at the same time that Dull Knife and his band were raiding in
the opposite direction. Fortunately the two bands did not meet and
strike hands.

In March last information was received that these Indians were greatly
dissatisfied and were about to break out on the war-path. As matters
seemed serious enough to warrant it, Little Chief and five others were
permitted to come to Washington in May last and present their case.
They stated that they had been informed by military officers at Fort
XKeogh that if on arrival at the Indian Territory they were not suited
with the country they might return to the north. Little Chief was very
earnest in the presentation of his case, and was sustained by the other
members of the delegation. For some time it appeared doubtful whether
they would voluntarily consent to go back to the Indian Territory, but
by perseveringly following their arguments and making plain the
requirements of the law in their case, their full consent was finally ob-
tained, and they went back to their homes cheerfully and with the evident
intention of remaining there quietly and peacefully; which they have so

far done.
THE OUTBREAK OF THE UTES.

By the treaty of March 2, 1868, two agencies were established on the
Ute Reservation in Colorado, the Los Pinos Agency in the south for the
Tabequache and Muache bands, and the White River Agency in the
north for the Yampa, Grand River, and Uintah bands. Abundance of
game on and near the reservation with which to supplement the half
rations provided under treaty enabled the Utes to postpone indefinitely
the time when they should be compelled to adopt civilized habits and
means of subsistence. Owing to their proverbial friendliness to-the
whites and loyalty to the government, their frequent excursions outside
the reservation gave comparatively little uneasiness, and was often en-
couraged by those who wished to gain possession of the large quantities of
* peltries which the Utes annually secured. By this means the Indians
had no difficulty in obtaining in abundance the arms, ammunition, and
whiskey which were denied them on their reservation.

The Los Pinos Utes, under the personal influence and example of Ou-
ray, have yielded more readily to agency control and seemed more in-
clined to make a small beginning in civilized habits than those at White
River.  The latter, moreover, for a few years past have been divided into
two factions, under’ rival chlefs, between whom a bitter animosity has
existed, and any measure proposed by the agent needed only to be sup-
ported by one party to be opposed by the other:
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‘ The geographical position of the White River Agency is of a very pe-
culiar character, and the query forcibly presents itself why such.a loca-
tion was chosen at all. It can be reached only from the north by but one.
road, which during some seasons is passable for the transportation of
freight but little over two months in the year, and is open on an average
only from four to six months in a year. The surrounding country is
broken; is out of the line of ordinary emigration westward; and,
abounding in game, is in most respects a paradise for wild Indians.
Under these circumstances it is not strange that Agent Meeker found
the White River Utes to be a thoroughly wild and barbarous people,
upon whom civilization had had scarcely any perceptible effect.

Soon after his appointment, Agent Meeker advised the removal of the
agency from its old site to a point fifteen miles south, where a milder
climate and more arable land was to be found, and where there was a
better opportunity for putting the Indians at work. The agency was
accordingly removed, new buildings were erectéd, and quite an extensive
irrigating ditch was dug with Indian labor, and for a while the Indians,
especially those of Douglas’s band, seemed contented with their agent.
The rival chief Jack, however, was opposed to the change of the agency,
still remained with his people at the old location, and resisted all at-
tempts to interest him in any improvements.

During last winter and spring frequent complaints were made by the
agent, both to this office and to the military, relative to the absence of
his Indians from their reservation, two of which are as follows:

WHITE RIVER AGENCY, COLORADO,
March 17, 1879,

SIr: I am informed that some thirty White River Utes are about to start for the
north, having heard of the fighting in the Upper. Missouri country. Their object
probably is to supply ammunition to the hostiles, and they get full supplies at the
gtores on Snake and Bear Rivers. These belong to the adverse faction, who will not
work, and, having no fixed homes nor interest, they can start off at any time. I have
gent this information to the commandant at Fort Steele, and I have repeatedly re-
ported to you of the sale of ammunition at these stores, and also reported the same to
the commandant at Fort Steele.

Something like a dozen Indians are honestly at work in building and preparing
land to plant, and I am doing all that possibly can be done to expedite such interest,
which on new land does not grow rapidly, but we are making good progress. By.
another year I hope the fruits of industry will be such as to keep all the Indians on the
reservation.

Respectfully, N. 0. MERKER
. C. .

Indian Agent.
Hon. E. A. HAYT,
Commissioner of Indian A_ﬂ“azrs, Washmqton, D. C.

wd

" WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, April 9, 1879.
Sir: I have the honor to transmit for your information copy of a communication
from Mr. N. C, Meeker, Indian Agent at White River Agency, stating that a large part
of White River Utes are about to start north, probably for the scene of Indian troubles,
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and requesting that all White River Utes be held or sent back to the reserve:if found
going north.

General Sherman, in submitting the above letter, remarks that he understands that
the White River Utes have agreed to go south to the reservation; and that if they go
north they simply complicate matters, and force on the military the most unpleasant
duty of eapturing them and compelling them to go te their new reservation.

Very respectfully, your ohedient sexvant,
GEO. W. McCRARY,
Secretary of War.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE. INTERIOR.

UNITER. STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
WHITE. RIVER AGENCY, COLORADO,
March 17, 1879,

Sir; It is my duty to inform you that quite a large party of White River Utes are
about to start for the nerth, perhaps for the scene of* Indian troubles. Whether they
intend to mix in is doubtfal, but F think it ensirely:-certain they will carry consider-
able supplies: of ammunition, for: sale: to their allies,

I have before reported to you. that there.are.sexeral stores on Snake and Bear Rivers:
which keep full supplies of ammunition. I would hereby request you.to arrest all .
White River Utes bound north and either hold them or send them back to the reser-
vation. They deserve a lesson. I wish also the sale of ammunition as above kept be:
put an-end to, agreeably to orders in suck cases.

ctfully, yours
Bespectfally, yours, N. C. MEEKER,
Indian Agent.
To the CoMMANDANT AT ForT STEELE, WYO.

[Pirgt indersemient ]

HeapQUARTERS FORT FRED STEELE, WYO.,
. March 22, 1879.
Respactfully forwarded to headquaxters Department of the Platte. Attention in-
vited: to imelosed: letter of Indian Agent Meeker, and instructions. requeated if the-
department commander. desires any action taken in the premisas.
E. T. THORNBURGH,
Major: Fourth Irfantry, Commanding.,

[Becond indorsement:]:

HEADQUARTERS. DEPARTMENT OF, THE PLATTE,
Fort, Omaka, Neby., March 26, 1879.
Respectfully forwarded. to the Assistant Adjutant-General, U. 8. A., headguarters
Military, Division of the Missouri. ,
GEORGE CROOEK,
Brigadier-Generdl, Commanding.

7 In another communication, dated December 9, 1878, the agent states:

There are four stores on the northern border of the reservation which sell ammu-
nition. As a consequence the Indésns all go to those stores to sell buckskins and ex-
pend what money they can get hold of, so that with the trade of the few settlers these
‘establishments are doing a thriving business. Thus it is that with abundant supplies
at this ageucy half the Indians are off their reservation. This condition of things
leads to continued demoralization of the Indians; for, first, the traders tell them they
ought.to hunt and. not.to work; and, second, the Indians interfere.with the cattle of
stockmen by keeping their horses.on their-range, eating what they call their grass.
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One complaint, from George Baggs, a heavy stockman, was of 8o serious a nature, in-
cluding the stampeding of cattle, that I have sent an interpreter to order-the Indians
back to their reservation. But you must see that the traders will use their influence
to keep the Tndians onthose rivers that they may have their trade. I wish some steps
-could be taken to suppress the sale of ammunition. I do not suppose I can exercise
.any duthority outside the reservation. '

- Forthus intruding upon white settlements the Indians could easily
find justifieation by pointing to the numerous mining eampswhich have
been located on their reservation in direct violation of treaty ‘provisiens,
viz:

The United States now solemnly agrees that no persons except those herein author-
ized so to do, and except such officers, agents,and employés of the government as

_ M3y be autharized to enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined
by law, shall ever bepermitted to pass over, ssttle upen, or reside in the territory de-
"seribed in this article, except as herein otherwise provided.

This was also expressly reaffirmed in what is known as the Brunot
agreement of 1873. This infraction of the treaty greatly irritated the
Utes, and was undoubtedly one of the causes which eventually led to
active-hestilities.

**On thedth-of July Governor Pitkin, of Colorado, sent the following
telegram to this office:

B8R : Reports reach me daily that a band of White River Utes are off their reser-
vation, destroying forests and game near North and Middle Parks. They have already
burned millions of dollars of timber, and are intimidating settlers and miners. Have
written Indian Agent Meeker, but fear letters have not reached him. I respectfully

. request you to have telegraphic order sent troops at nearest post to remove Indians to
their reservation. If general government does not act promptly the State must. " Im-
mense forests are burning throughout Western Colorado, supposed to have been fired
by I am satisfied there is an organized effort on the part of Indisns to de-
stroy the timber of Colorado. The loss will be irreplaceable. These savages should
be removed to the Indian Territory, where they can nolonger destroy the finest forests
in this State. :

Immediately upon its receipt the following telegraphic instructions

were sent Agent Meeker July Tth:
' ‘Governor of Colorado reports your Indians depredating near North and Middle
Parks. If correct take active steps to secure their return to reservation. The Secre-
#azy directs that if necessary you will call upon nearest military post for assistance.
Rapert facts immediately. .

And on the 9th instant the office telegraphed Governor Pitkin that
the War Department had been requested to send troops to bring the
Indians back to their reservation. :

‘On the 7th of July, before the ahove instructions were received by
him, Agent Meeker also reported to the effice that he had been informed
that bands of his Indians on'Snake and Bear Rivers aind in ‘Middle and
North Parks were destroying game for the skins and burning the timber,
and that he had sent Chief Douglas with an employé to order their.re-
turn to their reservation and had reguested the commandant at Fort
Steele to-cause them to return.




XX1I REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

These papers on the 17th of July were referred to the War Depart-

ment, and the following reply was made thereto :
WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, August 13, 1879.

SIR: Referring to your letter of the 18th ultimo, relative to affairs at White River
Agency, Colorado, and depredations committed by Indians belonging thereto, I have
the honor to state that the complaints therein alluded to have been duly investigated,
and I would invite your attention to the inclosed copies of reports in regard to them
from Army officers and others.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. W. McCRARY,

’ ' . Secretary of War.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

Copy of indorsements on communication: (4730, A. G. O.,1879,) dated July 18, 1879,
from Interior Department,transmitting copy of letter of Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, dated 17th instant, with inclosures relating to affairs at the White River
Agency, Colorado, and action of the Indians at said agency. '

[First indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
) . Washington, July 28, 1879.
Respectfully referred to General P. H. Sheridan for investigation and report, return-
ing these papers.
W. T. SHERMAN, General.

[Second indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,
Chicago, July 31, 1879.
Respectfully referred to the commanding general Department of the Platte, for
investigation, action, and report.

By command of Lieutenant-General Sheridan.
M. V. SHERIDAN, -

Lieutenant-Colonel and Military Secretary.

[Third indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE,
Fort Omaha, Nebr., August 4, 1879.

Respectfully returned to the assistant adjutant-general U. 8. A., headquarters Mili-
tary Division of the Missouri, inviting attention to the report of Maj. T. T. Thorn-
burgh, Fourth Infantry, commanding Fort Fred Steele, Wyo., and the accompanying
statements of parties who were in the viginity, and who were cognizant of all the
facts.

Major Thornburgh’s report with these statements are forwarded herewith. <

From these statements it will be seen:

1. That besides killing the game the Indians committed no depredations.

2. That the post commander of Fort Steele, Wyo., did not receive timely information
of the presence of the Indians referred to.
I ask attention to the fact that it is impossible for the military, placed as they are
at such great distance from the agencies, to prevent Indians from leaving without
authority, unless warning in due time by the Indian, authorities is given. Nor can a
poek commander force them to Teturn without running the risk of bringing on a war,
for which he would be held accountable.

For this reason the post commander is required to refer the matter to higher mili-
tary authority, which also involves delay. Unless troops are stationed at the agen-
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cies they cannot know in time when Indians are absent by authority; nor can they
prevent the occurrence of troubles, for which they are frequently and most unjustly

held responsible.
GEORGE CROOK,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS FORT FRED STEELE, WYO.,
July 27, 1879.
~ Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the recent visit of the Ute
Indians from the White River Agency to this vicinity:

About the 25th of June a band of some 100 Indians from the White River Agency
made their appearance at a mining camp on the divide near the head of Jack and
Savoy Creeks, some 60 miles south of this post and engaged in hunting and trading in
this vicinity for about one week, when they departed (as they said) for their agency-

I did not learn of the presence of these Indians until after their departure, nor was
I notified by the agent at White River that they had left their agency until June 11,
when I received a communication from him dated June 7, stating that a considerable
namber of the Indians had left their reservation and were burning timber and wan-
tonly destroying game along Bear and Snake Rivers, also warning all miners and
ranchmen, and requesting me to cause them to return to their reservation. Upon
receiving this letter I made inquiries and could not find such a state of affairs to exist,
but did find that the Indians had killed a great deal of game and used the skins for
trade. The miners they visited in this section were not molested, but on the contrary
were presented with an abundance of game. No stock was molested, and so far as I
can learn no one attributes the burning of timber to these Indians.

Since I have been in command of this post (one year) Agent Meeker, of the White
River agency, has written me two letters, dated November 11, 1878, and June 7, 1879.
These letters have usually come to me after the Indians had paid a flying but peace-
able visit to this country and departed (as they always say) to their agency. The
White River Agency is situated some 200 miles from this post, and there are very few
settlers in the country between Fort Fred Steele and the agency, consequently I am
not informed as soon as I should be of the movements of these Indians. Bear and
Snake Rivers are about 100 miles from this post, and to reach them by traveling this
distance would require the trip to be made through a very rough country, impracti-
cable for wagons, the only trb,nsportation available.

I have never received any orders from my superior to cause these Indians to remain
on their reservation at the request of the agent, but am ready to attempt anything
required of me. I have been able to communicate with nearly every ranchman resid-
ing within 100 miles of this post.in reference to the late visit of these Indians, and
forward herewith letters received from them. Both the letters mentioned above as
having been received from Agent Meeker were forwarded to higher authonty, and
instructions have been asked to guide me in this matter.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. T. T. THORNBURGH,

i Major Fourth Infantry, Commanding Post. '
The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Headquarters Department of the Platte, Fort Omaha, Nebr.

[Indorsement on above report.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE,
Fort Omaha, Nebr., August 11, 1879.
Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, U. S. A., headquarters
Military Division of the Missouri for the information of the Lieutenant-General in con-
nection with telegram of 8th ultimo from the Adjutant-General’s Office, transmitted
_for my information and guidance and action, from your office, July 9, 1879. Attention
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is invited to the report of the commanding officer Fort Fred Steele, Wyo., on the
sabject, and to the accompanying statements. .
: GEORGE CROOK,

Brigadier-General, Commandiny.

[Inclosures to above report.]

UPPER NORTH PLATTE,

Brush Creek, July 6, 1879,
DEAR SIR: In regard to your inquiries of the Ute Indians on the Upper North
Platte, would say that there was about 65 or 70 lodges, as near.as I can ascertain;
they camped on Jack Creek, about the middle of June; they were evidently a hunt-
ing party, doing no damage and seeming perfectly friendly. They had caught some
elk calves which they wanted to trade for carfridges, but the ranchmen would not
trade. They traded them some butter for furs and skins, and killed enough game for
their own immediate use.

Yours, respectfully, '
’ TAYLOR PENNOCK.

Major THORNBURGH,
Commanding Officer, Fort Pred. Steele.

P. 8.—They went south towards North Park between the 3d and 5th of J uly, but.
done no damage nor made no threats.

WARM SPRINGS, WYO., July 28, 1879,

DEAR 8iR: In response to your inquiries regarding the Ute Indians who were re-
cently in this part of the country, I submit the following : *

The Indians committed no depredations in this settlement beyond slaughtering
game by the wholesale. No hostility was manifested toward any of the settlers, the
Indjans conducting themselves peaceably and quietly. No cattle was killed and no
fires set.

Rumors of trouble in the North Park have reached here from time to time, but T
cannot vouch for their truthfulness. The Indians left this country for the North Park

- about the 8d of this month—at least not later than that time.

‘We have no one to blame for the Indians being in this country but ourselves, for we
were aware of the fact that if you had been notified of ‘their presence that you would
have at once taken steps to remove them.

Yours, &c.,
: J. T. CRAWFORD.

Major THORNBURGH,

FPost Comamander, Fort Steele, Wyo.

Laxe CREEK, CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING, July 24, 1879,

Sig: In compliance with your request, I take pleasure in giving yon all the infor-
mation in my possession, in reference to the late visit of the Ute Indisns from the
‘White River Agency to this part of the country. I reside, as you know, about 25 miles
south of Fort Steele, on the Platte River, and ahout the last of June I had occasion to
go to Spring Creek, some 12 miles farther south, and I found that a band of some 100
Indians had just left Wagner’s Ranch, baving remained there only two days, which
time they used for trading horses, skins, &c.

These Indians are very friendly, and tried in every way not to.get into trouble with
any one. They killed considerable game, more than they could use, but that is not an
uncommon thing in this country. I heard of no acts of hostility, and in fact I know
that none was committed, as I have seen nearly all the ranchmen in 100 miles of me
since their departure. I haveseen Mr. Jones, a miner, from North Park, who told me
that a good many miners when they learned of the approach of the Indians, left and
returned home.

No depredations were committed at the Park that I have ever heard of.

‘WM. BRANER.

Major THORNBURGH,
Commanding Fort Fred Steele, Wyo.
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NortH PLATTE RIVER, WYOMING,
. July 25, 1879.
SIk: In reply to your inquiries I would respectfully state that the band of Indians
who were lately here left this country on the 1st instant, going south into ‘Colorado.
I don’t think they set out any fires or interfered with the settlers in any way whilst
here, and I have had a good chance to know. They killed considerable game while
here. - cfull
ours, res
b PepectTY B. T. BRYAN.
Maj. T. T. THORNBURGH,
Fort Steele, Wyo.
FRED‘STEELE, W¥XO0.,
July 26, 1879.
DEear S8R : In answer to your inquiry, I have just returned from a seven days’ jour-
ney threugh the conntry which the Ute Indians have been traveling and hunting.
Being well acgnainted with sejtlers of the country, have met and conversed with most
of them, and have heard no complaint except the great slaughter of game. I traveled
30 or 40 miles along the base of the mountains.on their trail and did not see where any
prairie or timber fire had originated from their eamps, or where there had been any
recent fire. 1 learn from the ranchmen that the Indians left the North Park about
Fuly 1, -and have heard nothing farther of their movements.
Very zespectfully,
NEWTON MAJIR.
Major THORNBURGH.
‘WaRM SpriNgs, Wyo., July 25, 1879,
SIR: In answer to your inquiry regarding the Uite Indians, I do not think they set
any of the fires in this part of the country, as the tie-men admitted to me that the fires.
on Brush and French Creeks caught from their camp-fires. They crossed on Beaver
Creek fifty miles south of Steele on June last or July 1, going north.

Very respectfully,
W. B. HUGUS.
. Maj. T. T. THORNBURGH,

Commanding Fort Steele.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT CREEK, July 26, 1879.

81k : In reply to your inquiries concerning the Ute Indians who lately visited this.
region, I can inform you that I saw and traded with these Indians on or about the&th
of July, when they were on their way south toward their agency by way of Nerth
Park. These Indians—about 50 in number—were very peaceable and polite, and did
not commit any depredations, or show any hostility towards any of the settlers in this
country. There were fires set about this time in the timber, but it is not known how
they originated. I have, since their departure, learned from Mr. John Le Fevre, of
North Park, that another band of these Indians were in North Park in June, and that
some of the miners talked of Ariving them off, but on conversing with White Antelope,
their chief, they learned that the Indians did not wish trouble, and they immediately
left. This is all I know or have heard of this subject.

! GREY NICHOLS.
Maj. T. T. THORNBURGH,

Fourth Infantry, Fort Fred Stecle, Wyo.

FoRrT STEELE, W¥o0., July 26, 1879,

SIR: Referring to your inquiries as to the doings of the Utes, who were lately in the
Platte Valley, south of this post, I would respectfully state that a party of ‘White
River Ute Indians camped on Beaver Creek, June 30, they being then on their way
south, and that they crossed the Colorado line July 1. During their stay on the Platte,
they killed considerable game, but offered no violence to settlers, nor did they, so far
I have been able to learn by diligent inquiry, set fire to .any grass or timber in this
country. ’
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I have traveled all through the country referred to since the 1st of July, and am
satisfied that had any violence been committed by the Indians, I should have heard
of it.

Very respectfully,
: J. M. HUGUS.
Maj. T. T. THORNBURGH,

Commanding Officer, Fort Fred Steele, Wyo.
[Fourth indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI,
’ Cliicago, August 6, 1879.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army, inviting attention to
the indorsement of General Crook, and report of Major Thornburgh.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Lieutenant-General Commanding.

On the 15th of July, in reply to office telegram of the 7th, the agent
reported that the mission of Chief Douglass and the employé had been
successful; that Middle Park had been vacated by the Indians ; and that
they were returning to the agency. He also stated that the Indians
had no appreciation of the value of forests, and in order to obtain dry
fuel for winter use, or to drive the deer to one place where they might
be easily killed, fires were lighted, by which large tracts of valuable
_ timber were burned over, to the great exasperation of settlers. To this

communication the office replied as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, August 15, 1879.

Sir: I am in receipt of your letter, dated 15th ultimo, relative to the departure of
the Indians from the Middle Park, their destruction of grass, timber, &c., and refer-
ring to my telegram to you of the 23d ultimo, directing you to ‘take a decided stand
with your Indians to prevent further depredations,” have to state in addition that
complaints of a serious character have been made to the office in regard to the fires
which have been set by the Indians, a$ you have been advised by office letter of the
12th instant, and these heedless and lawless acts, unless checked, will lead to collis-
jons between the whites and the Indians. You will, therefore, if possible, ascertain
what Indians committed the depredations to which you refer, and have them arrested
and subjected to some adequate punishment. Examples must be made of some of
them in order to deter others from similar outrages.

In closing your letter you state incidentally that after the Indians have received
their yearly distribution of annuity goods *‘ they will depart and roam over a country
as large as New England, where settlers are struggling to make new homes, and the
Indians think it all right because they are, as they boast, peaceable Indians.”

In reply, you are directed to adopt, without delay, decisive measures to put a stop
to these roaming habits of your Indians. Office instructions embraced in the circular
of December 23, 1878, in regard to their being treated as hostile Indians and liable to
arrest, if they are found outside of their reservation without passes, should be en-
forced, and you should also give them to understand that their annuities will be
withheld from them if they do not comply with the requirements of the office.

Very respectfully,
E. A. HAYT,

Commissioner.

N. C. MEEKER, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent,
White River Agency, Col.,
via Rawlins Station, Wyoming.
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On the 11th of August the agent again complained of the bad con-
duet of his Indians, as follows:

WHITE RIVER AGENCY, CoLo., dugust 11, 1879.

SIR: In a letter of this date (A) are several things connected with the subject of
this letter. I have a strong belief that a raid is to be made on our herd through the
connivance of the Indians, and what I want is sufficient military force to be sent hither
to awe these savages, so that they will stay at home. When this shall be done the
Indians will be in a condition to improve, but now it is simply impossible; indeed, I
fear they are already so demoralized that years upon years will be required to make
anything out of them. A few, say twenty or thirty, I have under my control, and I
have great hopes of them; but the rest, fully 700, will not stay here. It is useless for
anybody to tell me to keep them at home while there is no obstacle to their going
away, and even while they are welcomed by white men who teach them all kinds o f
iniquities.

I had a conversation the other day on the cars with Major Thornburgh, commandant
at Fort Steele. He said he had always sent my requests forward and that he had re-
ceived no orders, and he added that if you should request the Secretary of War to
command him to keep the tribes on their reservation he could start a company of 50
cavalry at a day’s notice, but without orders he could not go ten miles from the fort.

Another trouble lies in the stores on Snake and Bear Rivers, or even nearer by, which
gell ammunition for goods, playing-cards being in large supply. Let me ask you what
is the use of my warning these traders when they know I have no power to back me ?
It is only a farce. I once wrote to the governor of this State about the violation of
the law, and he told me if I could apply, to the deputy United States marshal for the
district he would move. I did not apply to him, because said deputy kept an Indian
store himself.

The things to be done are three: Have the military break up the selling of ammuni-
tion (and liqmor), and the buying of anuuity goods at these stores. Then, as the
Indians could not hunt they would work to get money, perhaps trap some, and a store
would be established here. Of course the military must keep them on their reserva-
tion, and white men off. When these things shall be done the Indians will begin to
consider the question of sending their children to school, and they will open farms.
Now they will not. Already they are making their plans for going north, after they
get their annuity goods, to hunt buffalo. If anything can be done I would like to
have a hand in it. ~

Respectfully,
N. C. MEEKER,
Indian Agent.
_Hon. E. A: Hayr, :
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

Upon that letter the following report was made by this office to the
Secretary of the Interior September 1st, and was by him referred to the
War Department September 2d :

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a letter dated 11th ultimo, from
United States Indian Agent Meeker, of the White River Agency, respecting depreda-
tions committed by Indians of his agency, and difficulties in his way in keeping them
upon the reservation without military aid.

The agent states that the large majority of them are ¢ constantly off the reserva-
tion and intimately associated with the ruffians, renegades, and cattle thieves of the
frontier,” and he is of opinion that these outlaws, aided by the Indians, will make
raids on the herds of government cattle during the-coming winter.

The agent also calls attention to the evils resulting to the Indians from the unlaw-
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ful trafficin ammunition and liguor by traders, whese stores are on-Snake and Bear
Rivers, and the necessity of military aid to break up this traffic. For the past eight-

~een months or more frequent complaints have been made to the office on account of
the traffic carried on with the Indians by the traders in the locations indicated, at
whose stores the renegade Utes of Northern Colorado and hostile Bannocks in South-
ern Idaho and Wyoming Territories, with other lawless bands, have procured ample
supplies of ammunition. Two years since, Capt. Charles Parker, U. S. A., stationed
at Fort Steele, was directed on the recommendation of tlis office, to make an investi-
gation of affairs on the Bear River, with a view to the establishment of a military
{post there to protect the settlers and break up the lawless traffic with the Indians and
keep them upon their reservations. After a thorough investigation of the matter that
officer, together with the agent.of the'White River Agency, reported stronglyin favor
of the measure, and on the 19th of September, 1877, copies of the papers were trans-
mitted to the department, with a view to securing the necessary action on the part of
the War Department ; but the views of the General of the Army were then adverse to
the recommendation of the officer, and the evils complained of have since become
more widespread and serious in their character.

The'agent urges the necessity .of the employment of a military force to overawe and
restrain the Indians, and to break np the traffic referred to on Snake and Bear Rivers;
and it is respectfully recommended that his communication be referred to the honar-
able the Secretary of War, with the request that he cause the necessary orders to
issue to the commandant at Fort Steele to detail the requisite number of troops for
the purposes indicated.

Very respectfully, E. J. BROOKS

: . Acting Commiissioner.

The Honorable the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. .

About the 25th of August, the sheriff of Grand County went to the
White River Agency with warrants for the arrest of two Indians charged
with burning a house on Bear River, belonging to a man by the name of
Thempsen. Tn regard to this the agemt states : ¢ Lattemptedto get Chief
Douglas to assist, so that these culprits might be found, but he refased,
saying he knew mnething about them and he would (10 nothing. And
yet he has been extremely friendly ; he sends his boy to scheel and has
worked all summer. The Indians were not found and the sihemﬁ' and
posse of four returned.”

Early in September a difficulty occurred between the agent and the
Indians on a matter of plowing, of which the agent made the following
report:

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,
WHITE me AGENCY, COLORADO,
September 8, 1879.

SIr: We hiad recently finished plowing an 80-aere field, all inclesed ; then we irrigated
a piece of adjoining land, and upon which the agency buildings stand at a corner.
This parcel lies betwaeen the river and the street coming to the agency, and -embraces
probably 200 acres, and the plan wasto devote 50 aeves next the street and agency to
tilled crops and the remainder to grass land, and to inclose the whole with ene com-
mon fence. First, it is necessary to have fields contiguous, that fences may be watched
and depredators kept in check,-and also to make the work of irrigation as inexpensive
a8 possible, sinee to carry water far involves heavy outlays, besides being attended with
the .greatest difficulties by reason of uneven ground. In short, the described parcel
was every way fitted for the object stated, and the new location of the agency was
made with a view of utilizing and improving this particular land.
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‘When. we commenced plowing last week, three or four Indians objected. They had
set their tents:down towards the river, and. corrals.had been. built, though I had. pre-
viously teld them. the. ground would be plowed. I offered to move their. corrals by
employés’ labor, and showed them other places, of which there are many equally good,
but they refused to consider. This land is good, and being close to the agency, their
horses-are: pratected; in short, they simply need the ground for their horses. Now,
since it was evident thatif I could have moved the agency buildings two or three miles-
below they would come and claim equal squatters’ rights-thers alse, and I told them so,
to which.they replied, that I had land enough plowed, and:they wanted all the rest fer
their horses. Still they did indicate that I might plow a. piece farther. away, covered
with sage and.grease- wood, intersected. by slues and badly developing, alkali, while.at
the best it would take three:months to clear the surface. They would listen to neth-
ing I could say, and seeing no help for it, since if they could drive me from: one place
they would quickly drive me from another, I ordered the plows to run. as-Lhad: pro-
posed. Thefirst bed had been laid out and watered, 100 feet wide and half a mile long,
and. when: the plowman got to the upper end two Indians came out with guns and
ordered. him not to plow any more. This wasreported to me, and I directed:the plow-
ipg to proceed.. When the plowman had made a few runs around the bed he was
fired upon from a small cluster of sage-brush, and the ball passed close:to his- person,

Of course I ordered: the plowing to stop. I went to- Douglas; the chief, but he only
repeated that they who claimed: tlie land wanted it, and: that I onghit to plow: some-
vwhereielpe; Then I sent a-messenger to-Jack; a rival chieftain, ten-miles-up the rivery
whohag s.larger following. than. Douglas, and he and. his:friends.came down.speedily,
and the whole subject was discussed.at great length. The conclusion was, that Jack
and his men did not care anything about it, but I miglit go on and plow that bed (100
feet wide and one-half mile long). I said that was of no use; thatT wanted 'to plow 50
acres at least, and. I wanted tle rest for hay, as-we had to gofrom4 to 7 miles-to-do our
haying, and even there the Indianhorses eat much of thegrass. Thentheysaid Imight
go on. and plow as I proposed. This was either not understood- or not assented to.
by the claimants, for when the plow started next morning they came out and threatened:
vengeance if any more than that bed was plowed. Immediately. I sent again for Jack
and his men, and the plow ran most of the forenoon, when I ordered it stopped, for by
this time the employés were becoming scared.

Another long: council was held, and I understood: sparcely anything: that was said,
though: I was present for hours; smothered. with heat. and. smoke; and. finally it. was
agreed that I'might have the whole land and plow half of it and. inclose the rest, pro-
viding F'would remove the corral, dig a well; help build a log house, and’ give a:-stove,.
to which I assented, for substantially the same had:been promised: Before:

Altogether there were not. more than four Indian men engaged in this outbreak;
properly, there was only one family, the wife:of which: speaks.good English, having.
been.bronght. up in. & white faraily; the remainder were relatives, and. besides were
several sympathizers, but. by no means active. During:all this time I had:a team:in;
readiness to-go to the railroad to ask instrnctions from you by telegraph, but the ne~
cesaity. for thig-seemed for the  present averted, My impression is decided that it was.
the: wishi,of: all, the Indisns that plowing might. be.stopped.and that no more plowing
agall shall: be done, but that the conclusion which they reached was based upon the
danger they ran.ip opposing the government of the United States: .

Plowing will:proceed, but whether unmolested I cannot say. This is a bad lot of
Indians. They have had free rations so long and have been flattered and petted so
much; that they think themselves lords of all.

Respectfnlly,

. N. C. MEEKER, .

Indian Agent.
Hon. E: A. Hayr, gen

Commissioner of Indian Afwirs; Washington, D. C.
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Before the receipt of the above rep‘ortA by this office the following tel-
egram came from the agent, announcing that the opposition to the plow-
ing had been carried to the extent of making a personal assault on him-
self':

WHITE RIVER AGENCY, COLORADO,
September 10, 1879,

L. A. Hayr,
Commissioner, §c., Washmgton D.C.:

Sir: I have been assaulted by a leading chief, Johnson, forced out of my own housé,
and injured badly, but was rescued by employés. It is now revealed that Johnson
originated all the trouple stated in letter September 8. His son shot at the plowman,
and the opposition to plowing is wide. Plowing stops; life of self, family, and em-
ployés not safe; want protection 1mmedlately, have asked Governor Pitkin to confer

with General Pope
N. C. MEEKER,

Indian Agent.

The telegram was received late Saturday evening, and on Monday
morning, September 15, at the request of this office, the War Depart?
ment ordered by telegraph that ¢the nearest military commander to
the agency detail a sufficient number of troops to arrest such Indian
chiefs as are insubordinate, and enforce obedience to the requirements
of the agent, and afford hun such protection as the exigency of the case
requires; also, that the ringleaders be held as prlsoners until an inves-
tigation can be had.”

On the same day the office telegraphed Agent Meeker:

‘War Department has been requested to send troops for your protection. " On their
arrival cause arrest of leaders in late disturbance and have them held until further
orders from this office.

Report full particulars as soon as possible.

To which he replied on the 22d:
Governor Pitkin writes, cavalry on the way. Dlspatch of loth will be obeyed.

On the 22d of September the office received the following telegram
from the honorable Secretary of the Interior, relative to the arrest of
two Indians against whom warrants had been issued:

DENVER, COLO., September 21, 1879.
Hon. COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS: .
SIR: Two Indian Utes, Bennet and Chinaman, have been identified as having burned
down citizen’ honses outside of reservation; warrants are out against them. Agent
Meeker should be instructed to have them arrested and turned over to civil authori-
ties; efforts should also be made to identify Indians’ having set fire to forests outside
of reservation. On consultation with governor and others, I am advised that settle-
ment of Utes in severalty will be possible, on or near location now occupied by them, if
properly managed. Steps to that end should be initiated as fast as possible.
C. SCHURZ.

On the 23d Agent Meeker was instructed by this office as follows:

Secretary telegraphs from Denver that two Ute Indians, Bennett and Chinaman,
have been identified as having burned down citizens’ houses outside ef reservation.
Warrants are out against them. Agent Meeker should be instructed to arrest and
turn them over to civil authorities; also, to identify and arrest Indians having seb
fires to forests. You will act on Secretary’s suggestion, calling on military for assist-
ance if necessary.
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To this the agent replied by telegraph dated September 26 :

Would say to yours 23d September, if soldiers arrest-Indians and go away, I must
go with them. Soldiers must stay. Large bodies of Indians leaving for the north
to hunt. They insisted I should give out blankets now. I refused. Trade in guns
and ammunition on Bear and Snake Rivers brisk. Company D, Ninth Cavalry, at
Steamboat Springs, waiting instructions, which came to-day from General Hatch,
and are forwarded to-day by employé.

The employé who carried to Captain Dodge the dispatches referred
to was thus absent from the agency at the time of the massacre, and is
the only male employé who escaped death.

On the 25th of September, Major Thornburgh, who was en route to the
agent, sent the following to Agent Meeker:

HEADQUARTERS WHITE RIVER EXPEDITION,
CaMP ON FORTIFICATION CREEK,
September 25, 1879.
Mr. MEEKER,
Indian Agent, T hite River Agency, Colo. :

Sir: In obedience to the instructions from the General of the Army, I am en route to
your agency, and expect to arrive there on the 29th instant, for the purpose of affording
you any assistance in my power in regulating your affairs, and to make arrests at
your suggestion, and to hold as prisoners such of your Indians as you desire, until in-
vestigations are made by your department.

I have heard nothing definite from your agency for ten days, and do not know what
state of affairs exists—whether the Indians will leave at my approach or show hostili-
ties. I send this letter by Mr. Lowry, one of my guides, and desire you to communi-
cate with me as soon as possible, giving me all the information in your power, in order
that I may know what course I am to pursue.

If practicable, meet me on the road at the earliest moment.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. T. THORNBURGH.

To this Agent Meeker replies, under date of September 27, 1879, as
follows:

Sir: Understanding that you are on the way hither with United States troops, I
send a messenger, Mr. Eskridge, and two Indians, Henry (interpreter) and John Ayers._
ley, to inform you that the Indians are greatly excited, and wish you to stop at some
imnveni_ent camping-place, and that you and five soldiers of your command come into
the agency, when a talk and a better understanding can be had. This I agree to, but
I d0 not propose to order your movements, but it seems for the best. The Indians
seem to consider the advance of troops as a declaration of real war. In this I am
laboring to undeceive them, and at the same time to convince them they cannot do
whatever they please. The first object now is to allay apprehension.

Respectfully,
’ N. C. MEEKER,
Indian Agent.

On the 26th of September Major Thornburgh telegraphed to his de-
department commander from Bear River: '
Have met some Ute chiefs here. They seem friendly and promise to go with me to

agency.' Say Utes don’t understand why we have come. Have tried to explain sat-
“isfactorily. Do not anticipate trouble. '
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On the 28th of September Major Thornburgh Wrote the agent as
follows:

Srr: I shall move with my entire command to some convenient camp: near and
within striking distance of your ageney, reaching such point during the 20th. Ishall’
then halt and encamp the troops and: proceed: to the agency with my guide and five~
soldiers, as communicated in my letter of the 27th instant.

Then and there I will be ready to have a conference with you and: the Iadians, so
that an understanding: may be arrived at and my course of action determined. Ihave
carefully considered whether or not it would be advisable to have my command at
a point as distant as that desired by the Indians wlio were in my camp last night, and"
have reached the conclusion that under my orders, which requirs nre to-mazeh this
command: to'the agency, I am noet-at liberty to leave it: at' & point where! it would not
be available in case of trouble. You are autheriged to-say for me to thie Indians that
my course of conduct is entirely dependent on them. Our desire is to avoid trouble, .
and we have not come for war.

I requested you:in my-letter: of the 26th to meet me on the road before I reached the
agency. I'renew my request that you do so, and further desire that you bring such
chiefs as may wish to accompany you.

To this Agent Meeker replied under date of September 29,1 p. m.:
Drar-Sm: L expect to-leave in the morning with Deuglas-and- Serrick: to meet you;
things ame peaceable, and Douglas flies-the: United States flag. If you have trouble im:

gettingthrough the- cafion to-duy; let me know in-what forcde. We haye been on gnard-
three nights and shall be to-night, not because we know: there is-danger; but because-
there may be. Ilike your last programme; it is-based ontrue military principles:

Ont the same day,and probably beforethe receipt of Major Thornburgh’s
letter of the 28th, the agent telegraphed this office : ‘

Sir: Major Thornburgh, Fourth Infantry; lesves his comimand 50‘miles distant, and*
comes to-day with five men. Indians‘propose to-fight if troops advamcs: A talk will"’
be had to-morrow. Captain Dodge, Ninth Cavalry, is at: Steamboat- Springs, with
orders to break up Indian-stores and keep Indians on reservation. Sales of ammuni-
tion and guns brisk for ten days past. Store nearest sent back 16,000 rounds and 13

guns  When Captain Dodge commences to enforee law; nio-living herewithout- troops
Have sent for him to confer.

The employé: who wasg.bearer of the dispatches te- Captain: Dod—ge rela-
time to brealing up the: sale. of ammurnition: to: Indians reperts: that the
Tndias-wiliom: Major Thornburgh: mett o thie 26th wery'a band of ten In-
dans nnder Jael, who-camped with: tite soldfers on the might of the 26th,
Friday. Thenext day hemet Jack and his ten men at 11 a. m. on the trail,
between: Bear River and Williams’s: Bork; and was. infersned: by Jack
thrat 199" seldiers: haet just passed. en route:to the:. m, and was!
asked for what purpose: they liad come. Plis: seems to Hawé been Jack’s'
first intimation that soldiers had been sent for, and from a telegram
sent by the agent to Governor Pitkin, it appears that the agent consid-
ered it important that the call for troops should be kept concealed from
the Indians.

As will appear from the above dlhpatches, the Indians: again visited
Major Thornburgh’s camp on the 27th instant, with a proposition that"
he leave his troops. 50 miles distant and come with five men to the
agency for consultation. The proposition being refused, the Indians.
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evidently considered his advance with all his troops as an act of war,
and when he crossed the reservation line at Milk Creek—a point about
25 miles distant from the agency—and was about to enter a cafion, a body
of not less than 100 Indians were discovered, who opened upon the
soldiers a deadly fire. Fighting as they went, the command fell back
on the wagon train which was coming up in the rear. In this retreat
Major Thornburgh and several others were killed. Horses, wagons, and
everything available were immediately used for breastworks, while the
Indians from the surrounding bluffs kept up a galling fire. In this des-
* perate position the command under Captain Payne held its own until
the morning of the 2d of October, when it was re-enforced by Company D,
of the Ninth Cavalry, under Captain Dodge. This single company of
colored troops, hearing of the fight, made forced marches, without orders,
through the enemy’s country, to the relief of the survivors.

Meantime, as soon as .the news of the battle reached headquarters,

several large bodies of troops were ordered to Milk Creek, and on the
morning of October 5 Colonel Merritt arrived there with 600 men. He
found the total losses to be 12 killed and 43 wounded. The combined
forces then proceeded to the agency, where they found only dead bodies
and burned buildings. '
. The news of the fight with Major Thornburz was conveyed by runners
to the Indian camp near the agency, and the agents letter of the 29th
to Major Thornburgh had hardly been dispatched when the massacre of
the agency employés began. All the men, eight in number, were shot H
the wife and daughter of the agent and the wife of one of the employés,
with her two children, took refuge in an adobe building and remained
there for four hours until the buildings were fired. They then took the
opportunity, while the Indians were busily engaged in helping them-
selves to the annuity goods, to escape to the sage-bush, but during their
flight were discovered and fired upon by the Indians, Mrs. Meeker receiv-
ing a flesh wound. They were then taken captive and conveyel by the
Indians, after a toilsome journey of several hours, to the camp to which
three or four days previous the Indian women and children had been
removed. Two teamsters who were coming up with Indian goods at the
time of the massacre were also killed. The Indian report their loss in
the first day of their attack on the troops as 23, and afterwards in their
struggle with the employés and the freighters as 14. *

While these events were transpiring among the White River Utes,
Chief Ouray and his band had started out on a two months’ hunt; but,
as soon as he learned from an Indian runner of the massacre and the
capture of the women, he hastened back to his agency in great anxiety
and alarm, and immediately issued the following order :

Los Pixos INDIAN AGENCY,
October 2, 1879.
To the chief captains, headmen, and Ules at the White River Agency ;
You are hereby requested and commanded to cease hostilities against the whites,
njuring no innocent persons or any others farther than to protect your own lives and
IND TIXI
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property from unlawful and unauthorized combinations of horse-thieves and despera-
does, as anything farther will ultimately end in disaster to all parties.

OURAY.

‘At the same time the following message was sent to the agent of the
Southern Utes. -

Sir: Ouray requests that I should say to you, and through you to the whites and
Indians, that they need not fear any danger from the trouble at White River; that he
wants his people—the Utes—to stay at home and lend no hand or encouragement to

- the White River Utes; that the troubles there will be over in a few days; that he has
sent Sopenevaro and others to White River to stop the trouble; and that outside inter-
ference will only tend to aggravate and do no good.

Very respectfully,
WM. M. STANLEY,
United States Indian Agent.

Upon this the Southern Utes held formal council and expressed their
determination to take no part in the hostilities of the northern bands.
On the 9th of October, Ouray’s courier returned with the report that
the White River Utes had listened to the order, had stopped fighting,
and had moved with all their effects to Grand River.

This information was conveyed to the office in the followmg telegram
of the same date:

Employé Brady and escort of Indians arrived fromd White River, réports Utes recog-
nized and obeyed Ouray’s order, withdrew, and will fight no more unless forced to
do so. If soldiers are now stopped trouble can be settled by peace commission to inves-
tigate facts, and let blame rest where it may. This will save life, expense, and dis-
tress if it can be accomplished. .
STANLEY, Agent.

OURAY,
Head Chief Ute Nation.

In reply thereto the department telegraphed Agent Stanley, October
13, as follows:

Your dispatch received. Tell Ouray that his efforts are highly appreciated by the
government. In view of the attack made upon the troops and massacre of agent and
employés the troops will have to proceed to White River Agency. Ouray should en-
deavor to prevent any resistance to thismovement. The troops arenow in great force,
and resistance would result only in great disaster to the Indians. The hostiles will
have to surrender and throw themselves upon the mercy of the government. -The
guilty parties must be identified and delivered up. We shall see that no injustice is
done any one. Peaceable Indians will be protected. Ouray’s recommendations for
mercy in individual cases will be respected as far as the general interest may permit.

Special agents are being dispatched to Los Pinos with further instructions.

C. SCHURZ, Secretary.
These terms were in accordance with article 6 of the Ute treaty of
1868, which provides that:

If bad men among the Indians shall commit a wrong or depredation upon the per-
son or property of any one, white, black, or Indian, subject to the authority of the
United States and at peace therewith, the tribes herein named solemnly agree that
they will, on proof made to their agent and notice to him, deliver up the wrong-doer
to the United S:ates, to be tried and punished according to its laws.

An inspector was despatched to the Los Pinos Agency, and General
‘Charles Adams, former agent for the White River Utes, was detailed as

I concur and indorse the above.
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special agent to visit the hostile camp, with an escort furnished by Ouray,
to demand the surrender of the captive women and children, the mur-
derers of the employés, and those engaged in the attack on Major Thorn-
burgh. During these negotiations the troops were instructed by the War
Department to proceed no farther than the White River Agency and
to remain there until further orders. General Adams was well treated
by the hostiles, and after a long and stormy council the captives were
delivered to him without conditions, and on the 21st of October they
arrived at Ouray’s house, where every possible arrangement for their
comfort had been made by himself and wife. On his return from Gen-
eral Merritt’s camp two more visits were made by General Adams to the
hostile camp to demand the surrender of the guilty parties, and on the
29th of October he reported that the Indians appeared willing to have
the guilty punished, and recommended that a commission be appointed
to make an investigation, Ouray being in favor of the plan and agreeing
to have the White River Utes in attendance.

Meantime the department had already sent to General Adams the
ultimatum which was to be offered the White River Utes, viz: that they
remove their camp temporarily to the neighborhood of Los Pinos; that
a commission consisting of Brevet Major-General Hatch, General Adams,
and Ouray meet at Los Pinos as soon as possible, to take testimony to
ascertain the guilty parties—the guilty parties so ascertained to be dealt
with as white men would be under like circumstances; and that the mis-
chievous element in the White River band be disarmed.

This was accepted by the White River Utes, and on the 10th of No-
vember twenty of their chiefs and headmen, in obedience to Quray’s order,
came to his house to meet General Adams. The others, whose camp was -
located 50 miles distant on the Gunnison River, were expected soon.
Latest advices are that the commission is now organized, and that
Johnson, Douglas, and Sawawick are giving testimony. The testi-
mony of officers who were engaged in the battle at Milk Creek, and the
testimony of the captive women will also be given before this commis-
sion. Every effort to arrive at all the facts and to mete out exact justice
will be made. Troops are stationed at Fort Garland in the south as
well as at White River Agency in the north, ready for prompt action in
the event of the possible failure of the commission.

The atrocity of the crimes committed should not prevent those indi-
viduals who are innocent from being treated as such, according to arti-
cle 17 of the treaty, viz

Provided, That if any chief of either of the confederated bands make war against the
people of the United States, or in any manner violate this treaty in any essential part,
said chief shall forfeit his position as chief and all rights to any of the benefits of this
treaty : But, provided further: Any Indian of either of these confederated bands who
shall remain at peace and abide by the terms of this treaty in all its essentials, shall
be entitled to its benefits and provisions, notwithstanding his particular chief and
band have forfeited their rights thereto.

The services thus far rendered by Ouray have been of inestimable
value, and while the White River Utes have shown the very worst
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aspect of savage life, Ouray has shown courage and humanity and vir-
tues of the better type, which should somewhat relieve the name of Ute
from the odium cast upon it by the northern bands, for whose brutal
and barbarous acts, whatever the provocation, no justification can be
found. '

In my annual report for 1877 I made the following statement of the
case:

I recommend the removal of all the Indians in Colorado and Arizona to the Indian
Territory.. In Colorado, gold and silver mines are scattered over a wide extent of
territory, and are to be found in every conceivable direction, running into Indian res-
ervations. Of course miners will follow the various leads and prospect new ones with-
out regard to the barriers set up by an Indian reservation. Hence the sojourn of
Indians in this State will be sure to lead to strife, contention, and war, besides entail-
‘ing an enormous expense to feed and provide for them. Again, there is no hope of
civilizing these Indians while they reside in Colorado, as all, the arable land in the
State is required for its white settlers. A mining population needs in its immediate
vicinity abundant facilities for agriculture to feed it. The question of feeding the
white population of the State is one of paramount importance, and will certainly

. force itself on the. attention of the government.

In the Indian Office report for 1878 the following extract W111 be found
which has a bearing on the present issue:

The Ute reservation covers nearly 12,000,000 of acres, and fully one-third of the best
arable land in the State; and it is situated in the heart of one of the richest mining
regions in the United States. The mining population naturally want the arable land
to raise food for their support; and as the white population is rapidly augmenting,
their encroachments upon the Indians will be constantly on the increase; besides
their lands, if put in the market, will readily sell at a fair price. These remarks have
reference mainly to the two southern agencies. The location of the Northern Utesisnot
desirable, unless the land shall be found to contain minerals. But all the Ute Indian
should be removed at once to the Indian Territory, where there is fertile soil an;
abundance of wood and water, and where there need be no white encroachments.

The “irrepressible conflict” between the white man and the aborigine
may be turned to good account for both parties in the accomplishment
of desirable results. Let it be fully understood that the Ute Indians
have a good and sufficient title to 12,000,000 acres of land in Colrrado,
and that these Indians did not thrust themselves in the way of the white
people, but that they were originally and rightfully possessors of the
soil, and that the land they occupy has been acknowledged to be theirs
by solemn treaties made with them by the United States, and that the
white people, well knowing these facts, took all the responsibility of
making their settlements cgatignous to the home of the red man.

It will not do to say that a treaty with an Indian means nothing.
It means even more than the pledge of the government to pay a bond.
It is the most solemn declaration that any government of any people
ever enters into. Neither will it do to say that treaties never ought to
have been made with Indians. That question is not now in order, as
these treaties have been made and must be lived up to, whether conven-
ient or otherwise.

By beginning at the outset with the full acknowledgment of the abso-
Jute and indefeasible right of these Indians to 12,000,000 of acres in
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Colorado, we can properly consider what is the best method of extin-
guishing the Indian title thereto without injustice to the Indians and
without violating the plighted faith of the Government of the United
States. The first step in that direction will be to provide by law
for a commission to visit the Utes and obtain their consent to remove
from the State to some other location—say to the Indian Territory—on
condition of their receiving pay for the value of their lands in Col-
orado, the same to be obtained by appraisement and sale, in the same
manner in which certain Kansas and Nebraska lands have been disposed
of for the benefit of Indians who formerly resided within their limits, -If
a proposition of this kind should be fairly presented to the Utes, I have
no doubt they would give their consent, as scores of other Indian tribes,
both the wildest and the most civilized, have consented under similar
circumstances. :

There are other considerations in the case of the Ute Indians which
might be considered in connection with the proposed removal. The Ute
country at present abounds in game, and as long as that shall be the
case the Indians will not work. Moreover, their lecation is admirably
adapted to both defensive and aggressive Indian warfare. Its geo-
graphical position is also an advantage by which in time of war the Utes
can draw largely on the neighboring Indians for assistance either in men
or food.

The advantages to be obtained by removing them to the Indian Ter-
ritory are (1) an abundant supply of arable land for culivation; (2) immu-
nity from white encroachment; and (3) better security for keeping the
Indians peaceful, as the country is not adapted to Indian fighting and
everywhere offers open fields for the use of artillery and all the appli-
ances of civilized warfare, so that whatever be the disposition of the
Indians, if resort to force should be necessary, it could be made eﬁ‘ectwe
in the interests of peace

THE UTE COMMISSION OF 1878.°

As was stated in the report of last year, the Ute conmission appoint-
ed May 24, 1878, obtained from the Capote, Muache, and Weeminuche
Utes, who occupled the southern strip of the Ute Reservation, an agree-
ment to relinquish all that part of the reserve lying soath of parallel
38° 10/, and to remove to a reservation on the headwaters of the Piedra,
San Juan, Blanco, Navajo, and Chama Rivers, in Southern Colorado, as
soon as the agency could be removed thither and buildings erected.
The cession was concurred in by all the other bands of Utes. The area
proposed to be ceded embraces about 1,894,400 acres, an excess of 728,320
acres over the proposed new reserve of 1,166,080 acres.

The report of the Commissioners, together with the agreement, which
will be found on pages 170 of this report, was forwarded to the President,
February 3d, 1879, for submission to Congress, with the recommendation
that the agreement be ratified, and that Congress provide for the ap-
praisement and sale of the lands ceded; the proceeds thereof, after de-
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ducting expense of such sale, to be invested for the benefit of the Indians.
No action on the matter was taken by Cengress.

The Commission also endeavored to obtain the cession of the tract
four miles square which contains a part of the Uncompahgre Park; but
the Utes refused to have anything to say on -the subject unless a dele-
gation could be sent to Washington for that purpese. Permission for
the visit was therefore given, and a delegation visited this city in Janu-
ary last. They agreed to part with that portion of their reservation for
the sum of $10,000. The matter was submitted to Congress, with re-
quest that the necessary sum for the purchase be appropriated; but no
action was taken. The tract referred to is for the most part fine agri-
cultural land, which is greatly needed by the people of Colorado, and
upon which white settlers have already gone in considerable numbers.
It will be a matter of difficulty, if not impossibility, to remove these set-.
tlers, and to prevent others from going in and oceupying the land; and
so long as it is not paid for the Indians will justly consider such settle-
ments as encroachments. The Indians most interested in the cession
are the Los Pinos Utes, and in view of their good conduct during the
hostilities of their friends and relatives, it is important that their loyalty
* should not be subjected to unnecessary tests. I, therefore, hope that
the matter will not fail to receive the early and favorable consideration
of Congress at its next session.

VICTORIA AND THE SOUTHERN APACHES.

In 1871 about 1,200 Mogollon, Miembre, and Gila Apaches, known
under the general name of Southern Apaches, were collected in the
vicinity of the Mexican town of Cafiada Alamosa, in Southwestern New
Mexico. They had no reservation, had been accustomed to roaming and
marauding, and the scanty rations which were then being issued weekly
were insufficient for their subsistence, and had to be supplemented by
such means as the Indians chose to adopt. For these Apaches a reser-
vation containing the valley of the Tularosa River was selected by Hon.
Vincent Colyer, and set apart by executive order in the fall of 1871.

As soon as the project of removal thither was broached, the majority
of the Indians ran away, many of them to the Chiricahua Reserve in
Arizona, and but 450 were prevailed upon to remove to the new reser-
vation. These Indians were thoroughly displeased with the location,
were absent from the reserve during many months of the year, and were
generally unsettled, indolent, and intractable.

In the fall of 1874 the Hot Springs Reservation, near Cafiada Alamosa,
was set apart, and the Iudians removed back again to their old home,
and were occasionally joined by other bands till their number was at
times nearly doubled. A small detachment of troops was kept at the
agency, and the Indians remained comparatively quiet, but were care-
ful not to commit themselves to farming or schools. Between them and
their relatives, the Chiricahuas, in Arizona, frequent visits were ex-
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changed, and there is little doubt that Hot Spring Apaches gave willing
assistance to the Chiricahuas in their raids into Mexico.

At the time of the abolishment of the Chiricahua Reserve, in June, 1876,
less than half of the Indians belonging there were taken to San Carlos;
162 removed themselves to the Hot Springs Reserve, and the rest, about
300, under renegade leaders, escaped to the mountains, and from those
retreats raided on the settlers in Southeastern Arizona. In March, 1877,
it was definitely ascertained that not only were the renegades re-enforced
by the Indians from the Hot Springs Reserve, but, also, that that reserva-
tion was being used as a harbor of refuge for the outlaws. Accordingly,
with the San Carlos Indian police force and the co-operation of the mil-
itary, the Southérn Apaches, to the number of 453, were removed in May,
1877, to San Carlos; several prominent raiders were arrested and put in
irons; the remaining Indians of the agency were declared renegades,
and the reserve was restored to the public domain.

- On the 2d of September, 1877, a majority of the Hot Springs Indians
. and a portion of the Chiricahuas, about 300 in all, suddenly left the San
Carlos Reserve. They were pursued and overtaken next day by volun-
teers from the agency Indians, but only 30 were brought back. The
fugitives then struck a settlement in New Mexico, killing 8 persons and
stealing some horses, and forthwith all the available troops in that Terri-
tory were put into the field against them. In October, finding them-
selves unable to hold their own in a country thoroughly occupied by
United States soldiers and Indian scouts, 190 surrendered at Fort Win-
gate; others surrendered later, and all, to the number of 260, were
taken back to the Hot Springs Reserve in New Mexico, and there held
under the charge of the War Department.

In August, 1877, the Interior Department recommended that they
be returned to San Carlos, and in October arrangements were made by
the War Department for the necessary detail of troops to serve as escort
during the removal. While bringing the Indians from their camp, pre-
paratory to starting for San Carlos, 80 made their escape to the mount-
ains. The others protested against going to that reservation, declaring
their willingness to go anywhere else; but they were removed thither
without difficulty. _

In December, 63 of the tribe, who had been wandering in the mount-
ains, came into the Mescalero Agency in a most destitute condition’and
begged to be allowed to remain there.

In February, 22 under Victoria, who had been spending their time
more pleasantly in old Mexico, came near the military post at Ojo
Caliente and had a talk with the commanding officer. Victoria expressed
his intention to surrender at that post provided Nauna’s band, then at
Mescalero, might be allowed to join him. Accordingly, two of his party
avith a pass good for fifteen days proceeded to Mescalero, reported to
the agent, and conferred with their relatives there; Victoria and the
rest of the band remaining quietly at the post in the mean time.- The
messengers returned at the time specified, but do not seem to have
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succeeded as well as they had expected, for the commanding officer, on
February 16, reports only 39 Hot Spring Apaches as having surrendered
with Viectoria as prisoner of war, all of whom reiterated their determina-
tion to resist to the death any removal to San Carlos. _

It was then decided to remove the band’ to Mescalero, but they de-
clared themselves as bitterly opposed to Mescalero as to San Carlos, and
on the 15th of April last the whole party again escaped to the San
Mateo Mountains.

On the 30th of June, Victoria, with thirteen men, came into Mescalero
Agency and had a conference with the agent, who endeavored to remove
their constant fear of being sent to San Carlos, and assured them of
protection and kind treatment if they would come to Mescalero and
stay there. The band, numbering 28, accordingly came on the reserve
and were enrolled among the other Southern Apaches at the agency.
The purpose of these Indians to settle down and remain quietly at
Mescalero seemed 8o sincere, that, at their earnest request, arrangements
were made for bringing to them from San Carlos their wives and chil-
dren, from whom they had long been separated.

In July last, three indictments were found against Victoria in Grant
County, New Mexico, two for horse-stealing and one for murder, but no
attempt seems to have been made on the part of the authorities to
arrest him. The Indians, however, were aware of these indictments,
and when a few dayslater a hunting party, which included a judge and a’
prosecuting attorney, passed through the Mescalero Reservation, the
Indians, who were well acquainted with the official position of those
gentlemen, believed the visit to be a preliminary step to the arrest of
Victoria, and possibly of his whole band. The band, therefore, suddenly
left the reservation, taking with them all the other Southern Apaches
They went west, and began again their old life of marauding, and
though promptly followed up by the military, who have chased them
across the line into old Mexico, their raid has caused much destruetion
both of life and property.

JOSEPH’S BAND OF NEZ PERCES.

The unfortunate band of Nez Percés under Joseph have finally found
a resting-place 15 miles west of the Ponca Agency in the Indian Terri-
tory. They are located at the junction of the Shakaskia River and the
Salt Fork. The country is sufficiently well wooded, and the land is of
the best quality. The agent is engaged in putting up agency buildings
and houses for the Indians. Yellow Bear, the second chief, slrows a
very good disposition, and is actively at work doing all he can to pro-
mote the welfare of his band.

The health of the tribe is greatly improved, and it is hoped that they
will now settle down and become contented. They have been supplied’
with wagons, agricultural implements, and horses, and cows have also
been provided for them. ’
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MISSION INDIANS.

The necessity for early legislation to provide a suitable and permanent
home for the Mission Indians of California is urgent. They are esti-
mated to number about 3,000, and are scattered in small bands over San
Diego, San Bernardino, and Los Angeles Counties, earning a precarious
livelihood by cultivating small patches of land, and working for ranch-
men and white settlers when opportunity offers. Many of them are now
occupying by sufferance lands which their ancestors have cultivated
from time immemorial, and t¢ which they supposed they had an indis-
putable right; but those lands have lately been found to be within the
limits of privadte land-claims confirmed by the courts to grantees under
the Mexican Government before the acquisition of California by the
United States.

In many cases the owners or occupants of these ranches have availed
themselves of the labor of the Indians in cultivating the land (often at
most unjust and oppressively low rates, however), and the Indians have
also been permitted to occupy and cultivate small tracts for themselves;
but now, desiring to dispose of the ranches, or to use the whole for their
own purposes, the owners have threatened the Indians with summary
ejectmenf. This, together with the conflicts arising from trespass upon
the lands of the ranchmen and settlers, by stock belonging to the Indians,
has kept these poor people in doubt and anxiety for two years past, until
at the present day they are in a state of the most abject poverty to be
found anywhere on the American Continent.

Several small reservations have been set apart by Executive order for
these Indians, but on account of the lack of water for irrigating pur-
poses, and the consequent sterility of the soil, they have been found
to be of little value. '

Attention is invited to the annual report of Agent Lawson, on page
13, from which it will be seen that the Mission Indians are a hard-work-
ing people, and ask nothing from the government except a reservation ;
and inasmuch as there are no publie lands in Southern California which
have any agricultural value, an appropriation of about $50,000 will be
needed for the purchase of sufficient land to enable these Indians to sup-
port themselves by their own labor.

" SANITARY.

The sanitary condition of the different tribes of Indians of course de- -
pends very much upon their surroundings, and largely upon whether
they are located in river-bottoms or upon bluffs away from the unfavora-
ble influences consequent upon such proximity. The monthly sanitary
reports from physicians have been for the most part satisfactory, and the
ratio of mortality to the number of cases treated indicates a remarkable
degree of success. The number of cases of treatment of the sick recorded
at the different agencies during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June
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last is 67,352; the number of deaths, 1,936. As the medical corps con-
sisted of only 59 physicians it is fair to infer that their duties were faith-
fully performed. The number of births reported by physicians is 1,479,
which of course is far short -of the actual number of births during the
year. .

A tabulated statement will be found on page 263 showing the number
of patients treated, diseases, &c. From this it appears that the greatest
morbific agents have been malarial and pulmonary diseases, especially
the former. This is particularly noticeable among those Indians who
have been removed from extreme northern to almost semi-tropical
latitudes; but there is this prospective compensation for their present
suffering: the change will favor longevity, as there will be an almost
total immunity from pulmonary diseases, the result of necessary exposure
incident to the climate of the territory formerly occupied by them.

The nomadic life of the Indian renders the services of the physician
at times very unsatisfactory on account of the difficulty experienced in
subjecting Indian patients to the necessary diatetic discipline, but this
will be modified gradually as the influence of the ‘“medicine man?” is
succeeded by that of the intelligent and sympathetic physician.

CONSOLIDATION OF AGENCIES. B

In the last annual report, the policy and economy of consolidating
many of our Indian agencies was urged at length, with the recommenda-
tion that the surplus lands be sold, and the proceeds thereof be used for
the benefit of the Indians.

During the current year the Omaha and Winnebago agencies have
been consolidated, and the Red Lake and Leech Lake agencies have been
consolidated with the White Earth Agency; the Flandreau Agency has
been put in charge of the agent for the Santees. .These movements are
in the right direction, and there should be many more of like character.
By the concentration of Indians the time needed to civilize them may
be shortened, and the sale of their lands will contribute largely to their
support in the future.

The carrying out of this policy in the consolidation of the Chippewas
in Wisconsin, as provided in House bill 1139, first session Forty-sixth
Congress, would be especially beneficial both to the Indians interested
and to the government. These' Indians occupy three reservations, em-
bracing a territory largely in exeess of their actual wants, covered with
aheavy growth of very valuable pine timber, which is deteriorating in
value every year or'being destroyed by forest fires. Large quantities
have also been removed in years past by trespassers. There are probably
600,000,000 feet of merchantable pine timber on thesereservations, which,
under present circumstances, is of no value to the Indians. The bill
under consideration is intended to authorize the consolidation of the In-
dians upon the two reservations containing the best agricultural lands;
the allotment and patenting of a certain number of acres to each indi-
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vidual ; the sale of the remainder of the lands with all the pine timber

on the reservations at an appraised value, dand the funding of the pro-
ceeds for the benefit of the tribe. In the opinion of this office, such
action would place these Indians in a most favorable condition to insure
their civilization, and, at the same time, secure for them a fund sufficient,
probably, to relieve the government from the necessity of making further
approprlatlons for their support.

. With a view to economy in future appropriations, and in order that
justice may be done the Indians, I desire to call attention to the follow-
ing-named bills, introduced at the late extra session of Congres: House

bill No. 1140, for the relief of the Menomonee Indians in the State of

‘Wisconsin House bill No. 356, providing for the sale of the New York
Indian lands in Kansas; House bill No. 353, providing for the sale of
the lands of the Miami Indians in Kansas; and Senate bill No. 1124, for
the relief of the Winnebago Indians in Wisconsin.

YAKAMA AND MALHEUR AENCIES.

A large part of the Indians formerly at the Malheur Agency in Oregon
are now under the care of Agent Wilbur at Yakama, Washington Terri-
tory. From September 1, 1878, until January, 1879, most of them were
held at Camp Harney as prisoners of war, and were then removed, with

about 100 others, to the Yakama Agency, at which place they arrived

on the 2d of February last.
During the past season they have received very careful training and

have improved in every respect. Indian civilization is carried on at the -
Yakama Agency on business principles. The end and aim of the service

are kept constantly in Wew No time is lost in theorizing, and every
Indian is made to earn his own subsistence and work out his civilization.

The 300 Indians now in the vicinity of the Malheur Agency and Forts
MeDermott and Bidwell should also be sent to Yakama. The Malheur
Agency should be abolished and the lands included in the reserve
should be appraised and sold, and the proceeds of the sale invested for
the benefit of the Indians.

RESERVATION TITLES.

‘Want of a title to their lands operates as a serious hinderance to the
civilization of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes in the Indian Territory.
They forfeited their treaty reservation by failing to settle thereon, but
have been assured that the location now occupied by them is given in
lieu of their treaty reserve. An act of Congress confirming this location
would enable the agent to give them allotments in severalty, and would
decidedly quicken their interest in farming. An Indian, like a white
man, is not inclined to cultivate land of which he has only an uncertain
tenure.

Title to the locations now occupied by the Poncas and Joseph’s band
of Nez Percés should also be confirmed to these tribes by act of Con-
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gress. There shonld also be an act passed to enable the Seminole
boundary to be definitely settled. These matters having been left un-
determined from year to year, will, if not properly attended to, finally
result in contention and perhaps war.

INVASION OF THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

In the early part of last winter an extensive scheme was organized to
take forcible possession of certain lands in the Indian Territory which had
been ceded to.the government for Indian purposes. Letters were pub-
lished and’ circulated in the States surrounding the Territory by
parties interested in the project, declaring that these were public lands,
and were open to settlement by citizens of the United States. In a
short time a large number of persons from Missouri, Kansas, and Texas
were discovered in the act of entering the Territory, carrying their
household goods and farming implements, withr the evident purpose of
making permanent settlement.

This unlawful conspiracy was ascertained to be so extensive as to
necessitate the adoption of speedy and vigorous measures, in order to
prevent serious complications and trouble with the Indians. The atten-
tion of the President having been called ‘to the matter by this depart-
ment, on the 26th of April last, he issued a proclamation which will be
“found: on page 188, warning all persons who were intending or prepar-

ing to remove to-the Indian Territory without permission of the proper
authorities against attempting to settle upon any lands in said Territory,
and notifying those who had already so offended, that they would be
speedily removed therefrom by Indian' agents,and that, if necessary,
the aid and assistance of the military would be invoked to enforce the
laws in relation to such intrusion.

Accordingly, upon the recommendation of the department, troops were
posted at available points along the lines between the Indian Territory -
and Missouri, Kansas, and Texas, to prevent unauthorized parties from
entering the Territory, and detachments and scouts were detailed to arrest
and remove such intruders as could be found within its borders. By the
diligent co-operation of the military authorities with the Indian Bureau,
the intruders were speedily removed, and the unlawful invasion was
checked.

INTRUSION ON INDIAN LANDS.

Intruders have been equally troublesome on other Indian lands. In
fact, there is hardly an Indian reservation within the limits of the United
States which has not been subject to their encroachments. They resort
to all kinds of devices and schemes to obtain a foothold on Indian soil,
and offer ready and varied excuses for their continued unlawful occu-
pancy of the same.

The great influx upon the different reservations of squaw-men, or
white ‘meén married to Indian women, according to the lax custom of

.
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the tribes, may be adverted to in this connection. In most instances
_ the man is penniless and dependent for subsistence on the rations which
his wife draws from the government, but it is not long before he has a
herd of cattle ranging over the reservation. On the Crow and other
reserves, there are numerous instances of squaw-men who hold from 50
to 1,000 head of cattle, and the rapid manner in which their herds in-
crease presents a very suspicious aspect. Within the last three years
cases have been reported where government cattle have been stolen and
the government brand altered by these men, and the cattle resold to
the government. During the last two years this has been stopped by
the most active vigilance.

The squaw-men assume that by marriage they have all the rights of
full-blooded Indians, and they endeavor to exercise these rights not
‘only in the possession of cattle themselves, but also in ranging and
pasturing upon Indian reservations large herds belonging to other white
men; and when the removal of such cattle is attempted by the agent,
the squaw-men claim property in them under fictitious bills of sale.

The case of certain intruders on the Sioux Reserve in Dakota illus-
trates another method by which white men enter the Indian couritry and
- claim possessory rights. A few years since, when that reserve included
both banks of the Missouri, it became necessary to allow white men to
go upon the reservation for the purpose of cutting timber to supply fuel
for steamboats carrying government freight on the Missouri River. A
few white men went on the reserve for that purpose; while a larger num-
ber went, professedly for that object, but really with the design of per-
manently locating on the land, and cutting timber therefrom for the pur-
pose of sale and speculation. The agents, however, now report the
Indians as able and willing to supply the steamboats with such wood as
they may need. A large tract of country extending along the east bank
of the Missouri River, which was added by executive order to the Sioux
Reservation, has recently been restored to the public domain ; and, if the
Indians should hereafter decline or be unable to furnish the necessary
fuel, it can be supplied from this tract of land. The necessity, therefore,
for the presence of white woodchoppers on the Sioux Reservation no
longer exists.

Another class of intruders on the Sioux Reserve, on the pretense that it
is necessary for the accommodation of the traveling public, have erected
eating-houses, feed-stables, etc., at points on the roads, which were au
thorized by the treaties with said Indians to be built through their reser-
vation. ,

Reservations containing rich and available grazing lands, such as the
Crow, Malheur, Uintah, and several others, are often encroached upon
by cattle-men, who drive theirlarge herds on the most valuable grazing
lands, and once there, the greatest difficulty is experienced in getting
rid of them. Both cattle and intruders are often removed, but the
herders return, or new herders are employed in their stead, and the
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cattle are again pastured on Indian lands. The herders are, in almost
every instance, irresponsible persons, against whom the penalty fixed
by sections 2147 and 2148 of the United States Revised Statutes is in-
effectual.

- A strong effort was made in March last, by the Montana legislature,
to obtain the consent of the department to open up a cattle trail from
Helena to the eastern markets through the Crow Reservation, and a va-
riety of specious arguments were advanced in favor of the plan; but, on
the ground of its being a direct violation of treaty provisions which
would justly endanger the present peaceful relations existing between
the government and the Crow Indians, the application was of course
promptly refused. The owners of the cattle which have thus been driven
through that reserve, so far as they could be ascertained, have been
prosecuted under section 2117 of the Revised Statutes. )

The attention of this office has often been called to the encroachments
of miners and other intruders on the Ute Reservation in Colorado and
the San Carlos Reservationin Arizona. Numerous and extensive mines
have been opened on both reservations, especially the latter, and every
effort of this office to remove the miners has thus far proved ineffectual.
The question of intrusion on the San Carlos Reservation must remain

-unsettled until the western boundary of the same is resurveyed, and an
appropriation to cover the expense of such survey should be made with-
out delay.

Extensive depredations have been committed on timber standing on
Indian reservations in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, but these
depredations have been checked to a considerable extent by the arrest
and prosecution of the parties engaged or interested in such timber

speculations.
LAW FOR INDIAN RESERVATIONS.

In the last three annual reports of this office urgent appeals have been
made for the enactment of laws for Indian reservations. The following
bill was introduced at the last Congress and received the approbation of
the Judiciary Committees in both Houses, and was favorably reported
on: :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the President may prescribe suitable police regulations for
the government of the various Indian reservations, and provide for the enforcement
thereof.

Skc. 2. That the provisions of the laws of the respective States and Territories in
which are located Indian reservations, relating to the crimes of murder, manslaughter,
arson, rape, burglary, and robbery shallbe deemed and taken to be the law, and in
force within such reservations; and the district courts of the United States within and
for the respective districts in whlch such reservations may be located in any State
and the Territorial courts of the respective Territories in which such reservations may
be located, shall have original jurisdiction over all such offenses which may be com-
mitted within such reservations.

In respect to all that portion of the Indian Territory not set apart and occupied by
the Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole Indian tribes, the provisions
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of the lawsof the State of Arkansas relating to the crimss of murder, manslaughter,
arson, rape, burglary, and robbery shall be deemed and taken to be the law, and in
force therein ; and the United States district court for the western district of the State
of Arkansas shall have exclusive original jurisdiction over all such offenses arising in
said portion of tlfe Indian Territory.

The place of punishment of any and all of said offenses shall be the same as for other
like dffenses arising within the jurisdictions of said Tespective courts.

It is a matter of vital importance that action should be taken to secure
the passage of the above bill, or of some measure of equal efficiency to
provide law for Indians, to the end that order may be secured. A civ-
ilized community could not exist as such without law, and a semi-civil-
ized and barberous people are in a hopeless state of anarchy without its
protection and sanctions. It is true the various tribes have regulations
and customs of their own, which, however, are founded on superstition
and ignorance of the usages of civilized communities, and generally tend
to perpetuate feuds and keep alive animosities. To supply their place it
is the bounden duty of the government to provide laws suited to the de-
pendent condition of the Indians. The most intelligent among them ask
for the laws of the white man to enable them to show that Indians can
understand and respect law; and the wonder is that such a code was
not enacted years ago. '

DEPREDATIONS ON INDIAN TIMBER.

The laws of the United States relative to ir'ltrusion and depredation
on Indian lands have proved ineffectual to prevent citizens of the United
States from cutting and destroying timber standing thereon. Sections

. 2147 and 2148 of the United States Revised Statutes provide merely for
. the removal of intruders from the Indian country, and for the imposi-
tion of a penalty of $1,000 in the event of the return of any party after
having been removed therefrom. The intruders, as a general rule, have
no property subject to execution, and as the penalty can only be col-.
lected by an action of debt, the oftenders escape without punishment.

Section 2118 is insufficient, for the same reason, to prevent unlawful
settlement on lands belonging to Indians.

Section 5388 makes it a penal offense for any person to unlawfully
cut, or aid in cutting, or to wantonly destroy timber standing upon
lands of the United States which in pursuance of law may be reserved
for military or other purposes. This section and the act of March 3d,
1875 (18 Stat., p. 481), which_is somewhat similar in its provisions,
were evidently adopted, the former for the single purpose of protecting
timber on land which had been or might thereafter be purchased or re-
secved for the use of the military, or any other branch of the govern-
ment, and the latter to prohibit the destruction of trees on land which
had been purchased or reserved for public use. Neither the provisions
of the section referred to nor the act are sufficiently comprehensive (es-
pecially in view of the rule of law which requires criminal statutes to be
construed strictly) to extend to or include parties who have cut or de-
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stroyed timber on land within a large portion of the Indian reservations.
‘The United States district court for the western district of Arkansas, at
the last May term thereof, decided that the lands within the Cherokee
Reservation in the Indian Territory were not lands pf the United
States in the sense of the language used in section 5388, and that there
was no law to punish parties for committing depredations thereon. The
reasoning of the court will apply with equal force to the lands of the
Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, Seminoles, and certain other Indians.

Most of the Indian reservations are now completely surrounded by a
progressive and adventurous white population, which, only by stringent
laws, can be restrained from taking possession of Indjan lands, and
hauling off or destroying the little timber left thereon. I deem it, there-
fore, of great importance that such a law be enacted as will prevent
parties settling upon or cutting or wantonly destroying timber on the
following classes of reservations, viz: Lands to which the original In-
dian title has never been extinguished, but which have not been specially
reserved by treaty, act of Congress, or otherwise for the use of the In-
dians, or for other purposes, although the Indians’ right of occupancy
thereof has been tacitly recognized by the government; lands ex-
- pressly reserved by treaty or act of Congress, or set apart for the use
of the Indians by Executive order of the President; lands allotted or
patented to individual Indians who are not under the laws of any State
or Territory; lands pateifted to Indian tribes ; and lands which have been
purchased by, or ceded to the U