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Wood type offers a fremendous range of sizes.
The dark spots are small sizes superimposed en
the large letter O.

A HISTORY OF WOOD TYPE

Over 800 years ago men were printing from carved wooden
blocks. An entire page was hand carved and then impressed on
paper. It was 300 years later that the idea of separating type
into individual characters was first conceived. Thirty-five years
before Columbus discovered America, a Psalter was printed in
Mainz, Germany, from movable type. This is the first complete
book believed to be produced by this process.

In the new world, Darius Wells was the first to cut type by
hand in 1826. Twenty years later Edwin Allen of South Wind-
ham, Connecticut, made history by being the first to apply me-
chanical power to the production of wood type. Shortly after,
J. S. Cooley began manufacturing wood type on a commer-
cial basis.

This is a capsulized history of the role of movable type in
the graphic arts up to 1880. In that year an event occurred
which subsequently revolutionized the technique of making wood
type and widened the scope of its use.

During that year a printer in Two Rivers, Wisconsin, needed
a special type face for printing a poster. Since the poster had
a critical deadline, he did not have sufficient time to procure
the type from the then few type suppliers. He took his problem
to a local woodworker by the name of J. E. Hamilton. Young
Hamilton knew nothing about wood type, but he saved the situa-
tion by cutting the required logo on a hand powered scroll saw.
In his enthusiasm, the printer recommended Hamilton’s work to
his colleagues. Soon Hamilton began receiving orders. On the
strength of these, he decided to start a business. In 1881 he con-
structed a building and moved his meager machinery from his
home to the new factory in a goat-drawn wagon. He didn’t
realize it then, but this move was destined to make him the
wood type “King” of the world.

Hamilton made the first radical change in the method of mak-
ing type. He conceived the idea of cutting it from the end
grain of the wood, which he found was much denser and warp
resistant. The idea was so revolutionary that he had to design
and build his own machinery. This and subsequent innovations
created such a demand for Hamilton wood type that the Hamil-
ton Company eventually became the largest producer in the
world. And, world-wide recognition of J. E. Hamilton’s indus-
trial genius came in 1893 at the Columbian Exposition at Chi-
cago, Illinois when the wood type which he designed and manu-
factured was awarded the bronze medal and blue ribbon.

PRINTING — THE ART PRESERVATIVE
OF ALL THE ARTS

The invention of movable type and the advent of the Printing
Press ushered in the era of mass communication. Through the
medium of printing, advances in culture, science and technology
could be dispersed to the many; and printing is one of the
prime factors in the phenomenal progress of civilization since
the middle ages.

It may be of considerable interest to interject here that, even
at the present time, wood type is used extensively in the graphic
arts. Some of the most popular styles and faces produced by
Hamilton are illustrated in this catalog.
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Measuring slabs for type height.

Cutting type on pantograph.

Truck load of cured slabs on way
to finishing process

MODERN USES OF WOOD TYPE

In recent years wood type has proved very effective and eco-
nomical for the popular bold display heads. Bold headlines fea-
ture and lend emphasis to newspaper and magazine advertise-
ments, to broadside mailers, to sales bulletins, catalogs and other
advertising and sales promotion printing.

Wherever large individual characters or words are required,
wood type frequently proves most suitable and economical. With
the wide variety of faces and almost unlimited size range avail-
able, practically any desired display effect can be achieved.

HOW WOOD TYPE IS MADE

The manufacture of wood type calls for a high degree of
craftsmanship. The first step is to prepare a master pattern from
the designer’s drawing, faithful to the original in every detail.

Slabs of maple endwood are cut from logs which are harvested
before the sap runs to assure clear unblemished wood. These
slabs are cured and tempered for a period of one year. They are
then machine sanded and given several coats of varnish. After
each coat of varnish, the blocks are hand-rubbed with pumice
and oil to provide a glass-smooth printing surface. When the
surface has been thoroughly prepared the slabs are cut into vari-
ous size pieces, ready to be transformed into a type character.

To cut the type, a prepared block is placed on the panto-
graph with the master pattern secured at the left of the operator.
The operator guides a stylus around the edges of the pattern
while the cutters reproduce the pattern on the wood block in
the desired size. Expert finishers then complete each individual
letter, working with small razor-sharp hand tools known as grav-
ers. Finally, each character is carefully inspected, proofed for
printing quality, arranged in font order and packed for shipment.

Skilled craftsmen hand-finish Large faces.
compared to finisher's hands.

every piece of Wood Type.

Note size of type




Hand-finishing Wood Type.



ADVANTAGES OF HAMILTON WOOD TYPE

Hamilton wood type provides the perfect printing sur-
face which takes ink readily and releases it cleanly. There
is no chemical reaction between wood and ink to affect deli-
cate colors.

Through meticulous selection and preparation of wood,
even the largest characters of Hamilton type are free from
pinholes and objectionable surface imperfections. And the

HUNDREDS OF FACES AVAILABLE

true, flat surface of wood type prints with a minimum of
makeready.

Because Hamilton wood type is designed by craftsmen
who are specialists in type design, it is more legible than
hand lettering. Character for character, wood type repro-
duces cleanly and crisply and is more economical than the
combined costs of hand-lettering art and engraving.
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A few simple precautions will preserve the qo
highly polished printing surface of Hamilton i g - LNE - 60 ;

wood type for many years. There are some
fonts of Hamilton type over fifty years old
giving excellent service today.
MiNiMun  CHarEE $6 0C
To clean wood type, dampen a soft cloth
with benzine and merely wipe, never saturate.
DO NOT, under any circumstances, use patent
metal type cleaners on wood type.

Any good ink will give excellent results on
bond, book or newsprint stock. For printing
larger sizes on enamel stock, highest quality
inks must be used on presses having adequate
distribution systems. With these suggestions in
mind you can expect the finest printing results
from your Hamilton wood type.
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HOW TO FIGURE LARGER SIZES

Sizes of the specimens shown in this catalog are six line
(72 points) and eight line (96 points). Due to space limita-
tions only enough letters and figures are shown to calculate the
width of a line. For the same reason it is impractical to
show all available sizes of any one specimen. Practically all
styles can be supplied as small as four line, and larger in one
line multiples. All dimensions increase or decrease in the
same ratio. Thus, the overall height and width of the 20 line
H is twice that of the 10 line H, but the total area and print-
ing surface of the 20 line is four times that of the 10 line.
This expansion rate should always be considered when order-
ing sizes larger than the specimens shown.

HOW TO ORDER HAMILTON WOOD TYPE

Wood type may be ordered in complete fonts or as indi-
vidual sorts. When ordering give name of face, catalog num-
ber and eclass. Should you desire to add characters to fonts
or sorts now in your cases, and are unable to determine name
and catalog number, send us three clear proofs of the follow-
ing characters:

Caps: A, H, R, S
Lower Case: e, m,0, s
Figures: 1 to 0 inclusive

Foreign language characters can be supplied in some styles.
See reference with specific listings.

All specimens in this catalog are printed directly from Hamilton wood type.




GOTHIC No. 29 Class O

6 LINE

ACENMRS

6 LINE

pemrt 135

8 LINE

Russian characters are available in this style. Specify No. 29 Class R

GOTHIC No. 5072 Class O

6 LINE

AEGHVMINOR
cehnrs 123

8 LINE

8






GO

6 LINE

THIC No. 4045 Class M

CEFKJLOPR

6 LINE

GOTHIC No. 6011 Class M
10
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6 LINE

 ACHMRST 1234

ONOPUV




PLAIN GOTHIC No. 6243 Class L

BDEHILNOPRSW
adelmnortu 123456

BCJKMRTU

Russian characters are available in this style. Specify No. 6243 Class R

6 LINE

6 LINE

GOTHIC CONDENSED No. 50 Class L

COGHIKMPSTUVW
pedefohjkim 12345

EJLOATUWX

6 LINE

6 LINE

8 LINE




8 LINE

BBEFHJKLNPIIWB




ahcdeghllmmlrsl 3123456
BGEIIJLMNIIPRST

8 LINE

ABEII(MGPRSIIW



LINE

acdeirsiow S1234567690
ABI}I][FHMNURSIJWXK

8 LINE






BERNHA

RD GOTHIC EXTRA HEAVY No. 808 Class O

6 LINE

BC

FRANKL

6 LINE

IN GOTHIC No. 810 Class O




FRANKLIN GOTHIC EXTRA CONDENSED No. 836 Class O

CDEIJKMNOSW
befmnostul1234

6 LINE

6 LINE

8 LINE

ABHMORSTU

POSTER GOTHIC No. 739 Class O (solid) No. 740 Class R (outline)

This style is available in outline form. For two-color work both solid and outline must be cut at the same time.

6 LINE

DEGIMOPSU

6 LINE

abcdenrtui2

8 LINE

EGISBIDR

18



POSTER GOTHIC No. 737 Class N (solid) No. 738 Class R (outline)

This style is available in outline form. For two-color work both solid and outline must be cut at the same time.

ABDGIMNOS
abcdelmnos123

8 LINE

EMRSBPT

POSTER GOTHIC EXTRA CONDENSED No. 735 Class N (solid) No. 736 Class R (outline)

This style is available in outline form. For two-color work both solid and outline must be cut at the same time.

6 LINE

DGHLNOPRSTUVW

6 LINE

acefhiklnorstuw 13518

8 LINE

ADEMNOPR(:>
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REPUBLIC GOTHIC No. 771 Class N (solid) No. 772 Class R (outline)

This style is available in outline form. For two-color work both solid and outline must be cut at the same time.

DEHIJLMOPRS
cmoisfus123456!

6 LINE

6 LINE

8 LINE

DEIKNUVIY X

REPUBLIC GOTHIC No. 775 Class O (solid) No. 776 Class R (outline)

This style is available in outline form. For two-color work both solid and outline must be cut at the same time.

6 LINE

ADEGHNOS
acefhinsuvl1l

8 LINE

MUAKRW



~ Aaniii("'ﬁﬁ?Tuvw

6 LINE

ADFGHIMNOPQRSTUW
 cdekinorstuw23456789

8 LINE

(DEJKLMNORUW




EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

6 LINE

ABCDEFCHJKLMRSTW
abedefhikinorst 123458

ABEGJRLNOPUW

 ABCOEGEIELINOPTOTY
abeethikmonstuy 1234567890

| ABGFHMNUPSTUWX




OLD STYLE No. 430 Class S
ailable

6 LINE

ICIBPGHIJ
1S
Ui
NOP

OLD STYLE No. 498 Class S
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LINE

CDEIKLMNS

abcdeimortx




“acemost '123456 :
ABDHNOW

ABDEGHKMNPRW
AEHKMORWX










ARCDET MY

6 LINE

6 LINE

DEGHORS




6 LINE

ﬁ abmn &123

ZLMNO

R TR R T ey I




6 LINE

A

ABCDEFGHIJMR
abedefhikmi234

'BDEGKLMN

6 LINE

DEFIKLMORT




; BGIJKLNOPUW



UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU

6 LINE

ABCDEFGHULP
obcefhin &1234

KMNOPQX

6 LINE

’ AEIMNRT _
abefit!$#246




FEHNMNR




6 LINE

abcdefghik!l

6 LINE

’ BKNOPSTVW .

abcilnorstuw 123

8 LINE

ABDGIMR










DEFINOST



6 LINE

abedefm ¢24689
KMNOPRSW







No. 85

6 LINE

STYMIE MEDIUM No. 812 Class O

ADFMNOT
abcdf 512345
AEGLOR

CALENDAR LOGOS

6 LINE

Calendars can be made to any desired size.

A full calendar month is seven blocks wide and five blocks deep. Bearing in mind that calendar
logos, like wood type, increase and decrease proportionately, it is a simple matter to compute the

full calendar size. For example: if a six line calendar is 9 x 6, an eight line will be one-

third larger or 12 x 8".

JUNE

1960

SUN

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

2

13

14

13

16

1/

20

21

22

A full calendar form of this size will meas-
ure 814” wide by 7%4” high, including
month and weekday headings.

42



No. 114 s une

1961

JULY

SUN

TUE

THU

10

|2

13

16

¥

|8

1S

A full calendar form of this
size will measure 714" high
by 104" wide including week-
day headings.

No. 126 SOLID & une

1962 SEPTEMBER

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

10

A full form of this calendar in the size shown will measure
121%” wide by 714" high, including month and weekday
headings. Nos. 126 solid and 127 outline (not shown) will
register for two-color printing if both sets are ordered and
cut at the same time.

43
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No. 6325 SOLID PERPETUAL
CALENDAR SET

No. 6325A outline and No. 6325 solid will register for color
if cut at the same time.

17 18 19 20
202627

CALENDAR FIGURES

. -
(Cut in any size)
No. 27 15 LINE No. 101 12 LINE No. 123 15 LINE

Logotypes can be made to match most styles of type shown in this catalog. If an unlisted style is desired, please
write us for further information.

44




WOOD RULE

Series 500

6 point
R e L e RS

18 point

Supplied in 36" lengths from
6 pt. to 24 line high.

Series 600

8 point

18 point

Supplied in 36" lengths from
6 pt. to 24 line high.

WOOD RULE CORNERS

Series 700

10 point

24 point

Supplied in 36" lengths from
10 pt. to 24 line high.

No. 1

No. 2

INo.3
lNo.4

Available for all sizes of rule

No. 5

WOOD TYPE AUXILIARIES

No. 1

A font consists of 2 pieces each of 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10 line sizes.

A AOHE X

Diamond
Font

Triangle

Font

Circle

Font

Pyramid
Font

Star
Font

Square
Font

45
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e 110
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ALPHABETICAL INDEX

ANTIQUE
No.
No.

BALLOON
No.

BODONI
No. 826 .
No. 828

BROADWAY
No. 821 _

BRUSH
No. 840

CALENDAR FIGURES
No. 27
No. 101
No. 123

CALENDAR LOGOS
No. 85 . WAoo 42
Nor 4 oo - - b i3
No. 126 _
No. 6325 . o

CHELTENHAM
No. 696
No. 706 - SN
No. 727 - LT

CONTACT
No. = =
No. 847 . ) : 28

COOPER BLACK
No. 779
No. 780

CORONET
No. 844

DELLA ROBBIA
No. 817

DOM CASUAL
No. 853

FUTURA
No.
No.
No.
No.
No. 851
Mol 852 = e - SR

GARAMOND
No. 804

GOTHICS

BERNHARD GOTHIC
RIGRSOCIIE I - e s S
No. 808

CONDENSED GOTHIC
Na. 45 .
No. 50 _. 7 12
No. 97
No.
No. 6026

151
255

843 _

815
835
845
850 .

FRANKLIN
No

No.

GOTHIC
836

ITALIC GOTHIC

No. 735

TUBBS GOTHIC
No. 2066

UNIT GOTHIC

No.
No.

GOUDY
No.
No.
No.

KABEL
No.
No.

KAUFMANN

720

782

802

Nol8al oo ... SR -

LYDIAN

Na. 1854 LS R L it

MURRAY-HILL

72

e e e W R
RIGRBS7 oo, . S ey S

OLD STYLE

Mo 4801 LR e

No. 498

RADIO BOLD
No. 841

SPARTAN BLACK

No.
No.

STYMIE
No.
No.
No.

848

W |l P SRR
Wood Rule Corners S ... A
Wood Type Auxiliaries .. .

812 -
813 _

- 45

37

38

39
38

23

. 39

- 40

T S TS

40

-~ 42

41

.45

. 45
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27

29

45

45

50

81

85

97

928
101
114
123
126
151
255
266
430
498
696
706
720
721
727
735
737
738
739
771
772
775
776
779
780
781
782
783
802
803

NUMERICAL INDEX

Page
PlaintGothictie e s S 0 G (P 9
Calendar Figures . ... .. 44
Rlainhi@othich -t - i e 8
Condensed Gothie oo 11
Ifdlic/Gothie oo s 0l
Condensed! Gothie .-~ =~~~ 12
PlainiiGothich i 0 =l e et T e S5
Calendariloge ——-— 2~ o Doy 04D
Condensed Gothic . 16
PlainGothic —— - . = 9
Calendar Figures .o 44
Calendarloge ...~ . /43
Calendar Figures .- © . =~ 44
Calendar Lego ... 43
Antique e 22
Anfiques winn b S e s 0 2
Condensed Gothic 14
OldifStylal b= S0 00 R e 23
O Sifle e i il 23
Chelfenhom =—— = = - 0 ot 26
Ghelenhem: ool B D TR 27
UnitGothic e 2]
Unit Gothic -t - S g e e o0 0 9
Cheltenham b=t W 27
Poster:Gothic - 00 1 . 19
Poster (Gathic) 1 B e AU e
PosteriGethic, — = -0 0 = S 09
PosteriGothic e - S i ii 18
RepublictGothie i 0 vl o 20
Republic Gothie 20
Republic Gothic == = S SRS e 20
Republic Gothics 2ot /8 W e 8 90
Cooper Black ... =29
Cooper Blaek=cr il 2ol s G 29
Goupdyies L e il 8 L R 5
Gotdiu e s - e s e BRI 35
Goudy woei e e e B 36
Kabeld oo o T a7
Kabel: o beion Lok ) B o e 36

No. 804
No. 806
No. 808
No. 810
No. 812
No. 813
No. 815
No. 817
No. 821
No. 826
No. 828
No. 831
No. 835
No. 836
No. 837
No. 840
No. 841
No. 843
No. 844
No. 845
No. 846
No. 847
No. 848
No. 849
No. 850
No. 851
No. 852
No. 853
No. 854
No. 856
No. 857
No. 2066
No. 4006
No. 4045
No. 4050
No. 5072
No. 6011
No. 6026
No. 6243
No. 6325

Page
Garamond _ 34
Bernhard Gothic 16
Bernhard Gothic ... 17
Franklin Gothic 17
StyMIS: 1o SIS b i) M ~ 42
Stymie 41
Futura _ 33
Della Robbia . 30
Broadway 3 25
Bodoni . 24
Bodoni .- o LR 25
Kaufmann - 37
Futura ___ 32
FranklintGothich 22 —ont P mves 18
SHIMISY Lcccssinamsnaib i b e Nl RIS 41
Brgsh' - — -~ 26
Radio Bold 39
Balloon 24
Coronet .. 30
Futura ___ = 34
Contact 28
Contact . PSS ML e 28
Sparfan - S 40
SPAtOn, Lo it o B U 40
Futird - S 31
Futura . - = ok 32
Fulura) - 33
Dom Casual _ i 31
LyeliciniFcmente e _ 38
Morray Hilll - o s 2 39
Murray Hill 38
Tubbs Gothic 13
Plain Gothic 14
Plain Gothic 10
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Plain Gothic 8
Plain Gothic 10
Condensed Gothic 15
Plain Gothic 12
Perpetual Calendar . 44
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