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The ‘“Australian Bee Bulletin ”
. WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1892.
~7"And is Edited and Owned by a PRACTICAL APIARIST, with a large Apiary of
; nearly 200 Colonies, and who is NOT A SUPPLY DEATER. He aims to
give the latest 1deas and developments of tfie industry ; his interests are the
getting the BIGGEST PRICES AND BEST MARKETS for his own as well
- as other people’s honey. And he has always endeavoured to give facts and
both sides to every question relating to the industry. His warmest thanks
« are due for the cheerful and hearty support awarded him from the commence-
% ment till the present time by the beekeepers of all the Australian colonies,
: as well as New Zealand, Cape Colony, and the Isles of the Southern Seas, and
~ > will do his best to merit a continuance of sime.

OFFICE: HIGH STREET, WEST MAITLAND, N.S.W.
ResmENcE AND Arrarvy: BOXGROVE APIARY, WILLOW TREE, N.S.W.

R. K. ALLPORT,

* Manufacturer & Importer of Beckeepers’ Supplies,
3 CHUTER STREET NORTH SYDNEY.

-

“REDWOOD HIVES FROM 3s 60 EACH.
“ Before Ordering send for Price List.

3

| YOUR OWN BEESWAX ‘MADE INTO
 PFOUNDATION AT 5d FER LB
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“ Firsl of the throng and foremost of the whole,
One stands eonfest the Sovereign and the soul.” o

And if you want the

First and Foremost Queens of the Season-dmm. 1

direct from Australia’s largest breeder, let me book your order now, and you ecan receive .
queens the very day you are ready for them. My queen-raising apiaries are now in full
swing and beautiful young queens are ready to go off by return mail. Don’t tolerate old
gueens in any of your colonies when you can obtain vigorous young queens in the Spring
that will double your returns. I can furnish beautiful g lden queens, the result of 16 years’
careful breeding, or leather coloured queens raised from direct importations from the best «-
breeders in Italy. By my improved method of queen rairing, the most perfectly
developed of queens only are produced, and as my breeders are excelled by none, T am. 1
enabled to guarantee satisfaction to all customers.  All queens are sent post free, and
safe arrival guaranteed to any partof Australasia. We have no foul brood in Queensland,
and I guarantee all my apiaries to be entirely free from disease of any type. My cala- *
logue contains over 50 pages of useful information, and is sent free, so kindly send for a

<

copy.
24 One Thrae Five Ten
Untested Ttalian Queens .. gol i 5/- 13/- 20/- 39/- Gy
Tested X X o o e 8/- 22/- 35/- 65/~
Select Tested Breeding Queens AN 15/- 42/- 65/= e :
Carni-Tralian Queens e 2 5/- 13/~ 20/~ 39/- €8

H. L. JONES,

Goodna, Queensland. ]
: A

Queensland Agent for the ¢ Australian Bee Bulietin.” )
i i S R S S S S e &\\\".Wl\\\\\“»é\\\f Bt s A, SRR S S, S RIS S NN N Pt
-

QUEENS ! 3s Each. QUEENS!
— k&bl i
One Untested 3/-; Three for 7/6; Tested, G/-; Select Teated, 12/6. T

Golden, Five Banded, Ligurian, Cyprian Italians. Golden, Five Banded and
Ligurian are bred in separate apiaries. T am breeding all my queens from - «
new imported blood, the best that money can buy. I have made greit prep-
arations for the coming season and if we have a good season will be atle to =
execute orders promptly. '

Having bought the splendid apiary of J. Tilley (all five-banded stock) I wi.ll,1
have 30 or 40 colonies to dispose of.  EHight Frame Dove-Tailed Hive, £1.
Three-Frame Nuclei, 10/- on train:

RR. H. JERWVIS,"-

WREKIN APIARY,. s
MOSS VALE, N.S.W.
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- Roeehnd Apiary, MUTSWELLBROOK, N.S.W

Mvror 28, 1900.
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The Early Bird Gets the Early
Worm.

Axp those who send their orders early get the
early queens. ILook through your apiary and
see what gueens you intend to replace with vig-
orous young ones. Then book your orders with
ROBERTS who guarantees satisfactionn T
have a large shipment of new blood to arrive in
August and September. quite unrelated to my
present stock. So now is your time, don’t miss
this chance of securing new blood, Send your
orders early and save disappointment. I have
already a large number booked. Add yours to
them and pay on delivery. I have hundreds of
testimonials and have taken over 200 prizes for
bees, queens, and honey.

My vatalogue will be out in August. If you
want one send me your name and address.

PRICES—
1

3 5 10
Untested Queens 5/- 13/- 20/- 39/-
Tested Queens we 8/~ 22/- 35[- 65/-

Select Tested (Breeder) 1 for 15/-, 2 for 27/6
Honey or Beeswax will be taken in payment
for QUEENS (if preferred) forall orders of 10s.
and upwards. Safe arrival guaranteed to any |
Post Office inthe Australasian Colonies. |
I can also supply you with anything you re-
quire in the Apiary. Write for prices.

A. A. ROBERTS,

My International Money Order Office is

Beeville, Texas.
Queens Direct from America.

I either race, express prepaid by me, $7.50
each  Special raised and mated, the very best
$10 each; untested, §2.50 each. We keep in
separate yards from 7 to 15 miles apart. Itali-
ans, Golden Italians, Holylands, Cyprians,
Albinos, and Carniolan races. We import our
queens direct, and try to have the best of every
race. If you desire queens sent at your risk by
mail, deduct §1.50 on each queen. Orderstothe
amount of ten dollars (£2) get one year’s sub-
scriptien to The Southland Queen. 1 guarantee
safe arrival by express, and send more queens
Jfree, purchasers paying express charges, $1.5
each., A new importation of Holylands, Cypri-
ans and Italians to arrive soon. Money order
office—Beeville Texas, U. 8. A.

- MRS. JENNIE ATCHLEY.

Beevivie, Beg Co., Texas, U. 8. A.

‘WILL send you my best breeding queens of

““The queens that we have received from Mrs,
Atehley are doing well, and I am well pleased
with them —E. TiprEr.

NOTICE

HOULD auy beekeeper have a doubt of |
the genuineness of uny hiney sold in his |
neighbourhood, send a sample to the Chairman |
Bomd of Health, Sydney, who will cause it |
to be analysed, and take proceeecings if
necessary. |

R e R g
PRINTING of every deseription exe-
cuted in best style and cheaply
at Bee DBulletin Office.
Labels a specialty,

Honey

= Have you seen the

SC o T DY

last copy

_of - c¢ o
i Martin’s “Home & Farm.
If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!

5 SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a ye

ar in N.S.W. Other Colonies 3/-.

You Should Read It!

it is for every Farmer, Orchardist,

Gardener, Maize Grower, Dairyman,

- Stock Breeder, Pouitry Keeper, Bee Keeper, Gountry
and Suburban Resideni.

i The Paper for every Farm and every Home ihrnughout Australia,

“ Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence St., Sydney, N.5.W.
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The Farmer & Grazier

The Best Illustrated

Farmers ’Journal in Australia.
75 6d PER ANNUM.

J. TWOMEY & CO,
52 Market Street,
Melbourne.

The New Zealand Farmer.

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.
It is practically the hand book of the New
Zealand Agriculturist.
It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s

daily reguirements, enabling him to utilise all | o DISTAN

modern advantages within his reach.
The subjects dealt with cover the whole field

of Agrieultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura: pur- |

suits, and the legislation affecting these several
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
peactical as well as scientific information upon

all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the |

Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests; Poultry
Rearing, Special Industries, ete., ete., besides
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony.

The ‘“New Zealand Farmer’’ is the only paper
iu the colony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, “f}:ml Growers, and Orchardists.

Subscription : Per annum, 12s 6d, posted in
advance, 10s.

Send your Subscription through any Stationer
or direct to the

PUUBLISHING OFFICE, ForT-sT., AUOKLAND |

BEST ITALIAN QUEENS.

Having imported a number of Italian Queens

from Germuny and Italy—the best that money

conld buy—and devoting all my time to the art
of breeding queens for

UTILITY AND BEAUTY

I am in & position to supply Ttalian Queens

PAR EXCELLENCE

and to your satisfaction. For prices of tested
-and untested queens, swarms, stock hives, &c.

apply to
W. ABRAM,
ITALIAN BEE FARM,

BEECROFT, w~uar SYDNEY.

;The Australian Pastoralist,

AND BREEDERS GAZETTE.
} PUBLISHED MONTHLY-

! Price, 3s Per Annum. !
\Contains all the leading Pastoral Intellidence.
Address Orders—

i P.O., Woolloongabha,
! BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND,

T0 oe
| ANTHONY
| HORDERN'S

ok may bLe great, but THE ROAD is
easy and the TRAVELLING light, for

ANTHONY HORDERN'S

| ways are ways of PLEASANTNESS, AND ALIL THEIR
{ PATHS ARH PEACE.

For Smorpina purposes you mneed not go
YOURSELF, you can POP YOUR ORDER IN
THE PO3T, ADDRESSED T0 US.

BUYING AT

ANTHONY HORDERN’S

Famous Low Prices,

ag compared to DOING THE BUSINESS
GOUNTRY STORE, has many advantages.

Your order will be selected from the nEwrsT
AND LARGEST ASSORTMENT of goods in Australia.
You will get TOP QUALITY in everything,
and you will pay BOTTOM PRICES.

ANTHONY - HORDERN'S
Terms are Spot Cash.

| :
{On no orHER BAsts could their ¥aMous ToOw
PRICES  bw maintained; thevefore. so that
| AntHONY HORDERNY’S may continue representing
you in THE MAREETS OF THE WORLD on the
ADVANTAGEQUS TERMS now ourrent, they must
ask for A RFMITTANCE wmre EVERY
ORDER.

at a

Send for Patterns and Prices of
anything you require.

 ufbny Boden & S,

UNIVERSAL PROVIDERS,

~ HAYMARKET ONLY, SYDNEY.
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A HE FUTURE OF THE
HONEY INDUSTRY.

OYNIO.

% In old countries, such as Great Britain,

. beekeeping is not followed exclusively

“* for a living. The fodder areas are too

- poor, there is too much town and rural

“country. Orchards and gardens are the

, Dbrincipal sources of honey.

Here in Australia there were and still
are vast forests that are more reliable
than the orchards and gardens of the

s » old country, and give much larger quan-
tities of honey per acre.

.+~ In England beekeeping is therefore
necegsarily an adjunct to other industries,
and apiaries are small. In Anustralia,
numbers of individuals are trying to

"« make beekeeping their main means of

~ getting a living.

-+ In England the principal ‘‘pushers”
of the industry are supply dealers. In

=~ Australia they are supplemented by the

Governments.

For a numher of years the Govern-
ment of N.S.W. had a paid lecturer to
~ advocate the industry, and amateur bee-

_ keepers, many of whom ultimately
became professional beekeepers, sprang

.. up all over the colony.

Gradually honey has become very

. 'nlentiful, and the price very low —lower
“than people in other countries say it can

.3 be profitably raised for. The Govern-
ment still continues, in its Agricultural

» Gazette, and in all the public school
books of the colony, to issue information
=~ respeeting the carrying on of the industry,
Liagt year produced a big surplus of

v “honey—the markets were glutted.
Strange, the Government wanted to try to
export 50 tons, but could not get it

e

There was plenty of inferior honey, that
very little could be obtained for. The
stocks of good honey the producers
would rather keep, or trust to the local
markets, than let it go at the problem-
atical price they were promised by the
Export Board.

Many parts of the eolony produce only
an inferior kind of honey, but that in
large quantities. This, not fit for export,
interferes with and lowers the price of
the good article.

The present work of the Government,
especially in regard to the publicschools,
is likely to still further increase the
amount of inferior honey.

Australian honey has a bad nams in
the old country, and a very poor price is
obtainable.

Many beekeepers in Australia are
nearly ruined by a bad season like the
present. The Government seems to take
no cognizance that such a class of peopla
exist, Many professional, as well as
amateur beekeepers, are now giving it
up in disgust.

"Through the representations so made by
the Grovernment year after year, not only
have many people gone into beekeeping
to become sadly disappointed, and the
cry is but too often heard, “That bee
keeping is overdone,” but many mer-
chants in Sydney and other places have
imported large quantities of bee goods,
the bulk of which will not be sold for
years. I heard one man bitterly wish
his bee goods were back in America.

The query comes in, what can be done
to put the industry on a sound footing,
and to get Australian honey a name in
the old country as well as a price such
as New Zealand has now got ?
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The present system adopted by the
Government of New South Wales, as
well as interested people elsewhere, will
never do it. New men, without know-
ledge, will still start and produce inferior
honey, not being able to get otherwise in
the districts in which they live, so help-
ing to keep the price down, as well as
not improving the general quality.

What is the remedy? The one I
suggest is, simply : Zhe cessation of all
Government — literature  on  beekeeping,
Leave the industry fto take care of dtself.

The man in bad districts will either

give up or shift to where better honey is

to be procured. The practical man, with
his market relieved, and a possible
higher price, getting a little more profit
will be encouraged to start out apiaries.
He will not do this where inferior honey
is produced. The general quality of
Australian honey will be gradually im-
proved. Foreign buyers will gradually
learn to seek our honey. The price will
rise. More honey of a better quality
will be jproduced. Supply dealers will
get larger orders from the prosperous
practical beekeeper than from the now
uncertain amateur, and the general pros-
perity of the colonies be added to in a
far greater measure by honey production
than is likely to be under the present
system.

‘Will other beckeepers have a say on this ¢

VICTORIAN NOTES.
R. BEUHNE.

The National Scratch-my-back Bee-
keepers’ Committee has beyond doubt
succeeded in demonstrating its incapa-
bility or its unwillingness to represent
us, The “up to date” editor of the new
honey worm paper, of which the Cocoon
is a ‘“ warm up,” on a fresh plate, kindly
promises that the eity committee will
think and act for the lonely back-blocks
worker, who has no words or thoughts.
But he will presently find that the back-
blocker has both. The apiarist column
of the paper is written by the genius of
the city committee, according to “ up to
date” methods of literary piracy. When

stripped of the ideas contributed by
others, but claimed by apiarist as his
owl, little remains but arrant nonsense,
and this trash is re-printed (I am speak-
ing of the apiary column only) and under
another cover sent out under Government
Frankstamp, in the official organ of a
Government subsidised association. The
expert apiarist invites contributions, hut
of course uses his discretion as to
whether they are suitable or not. So
far they have all been anonymous, and I
must give him credit for being so econ-
siderate.

The National Beekeepers’ Committee,
(National means five persons) ought to

get the coup de grace at the beekeepers’ -

meeting, to be held in May, so far as
beekeeping is coneerned. Why can’t
they fix their affections on some other
insect, or failing that, direct their philan-
thropic efforts to an endeavour to supply
the blacks of Central Africa with wool-
len socks and mittens, which enterprise
would not be less useful, and perhaps
better appreciated.
APIARIES ON CROWN LANDS,

This is a subjeet in which all bee-
keepers (city and suburban excepted)
are more or less deeply interested, for
with the advance of agriculture and
dairying the specialist will be forced on
to the remaining crown lands, and the

man who carries on beekeeping as an -

adjunct to other pursuits will become
more and move insignificant as a honey
producer. The principal reason is that
there is nothing to take the place of our
fast disappearing honay producing flora,
a8 settlement advances. Those plants to
which the beekeepers of America and
Europe look for their best crops, such as
basswood, clover, lucerne, etc., do either
not thrive here, or do not secrete nectur
with anything like regularity, excepting
in a few of the moister locations, and
even there our system of farming does
not allow the bees much use of the
ground flora. Clover and lucerns are
fed off or cut off before they are at their
best, to ensure their keeping green
longer.

L

L

s
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It is therefore to our eucalypts we have
to lonk for our source of supply, and the
proposal to ask for the right of beekeep-
ers to make use of crown lands held
under lease, which was originated by Mr
Bolton, will commend itself to all prae-
tical apiarists. That, however, is more
than can be said of some of the methods
. employed by some of the B.K. Committee
to obtain that end. The manufacture
and publication of wild calculations as to
the honey value of timbered country will
only discredit them, and injure our cause.
The subject as it is is surroundad with
difficulties, and these are increased by
the proposal to include forest reserves,
" The pastoral leases will soon expire, and
new ones will be issued. Before that
the matter should be settled, and it would
therefore perhaps be best to secure one
thing for first before entering upon the
controversial subject of forest, and thus
jeopardising both. I have endeavourad
to get some information as to what is
being asked of the Government, but have
received no definite answer from the
committes.

When we ask permission to put api-
aries on forest reserves, we get on to
dangerous ground, If their permits are
to allow residence at the apiary, then
clearing will have to take place as a safe
guard against bush fires and (falling

"~ 7 timber; and as it is stated that silk cal-

{ure, scent or poultry farming, should be
combined, then there will be more clear-
ing. HBHow, then, can the law be sup-
posed to make a distinction between silk
~ and scent farming beekeepers, and bee
keeping silk and scent farmers, for every
“man is a beekeeper who hives a few
colonies. If, on the other hand, resid-
ence is not asked for, then the concession
will only benefit those in a large way,
and debar the man who goes in for con-
centrating 100 to 200 colonies under his
constant cars, I bring these points
forward so thot beekeepers can formulate

r “ their ideas and bring them forward.

e R ERR 55~

£1,672 worth honey imported into the
United Kingdom during the month of
October last.

Mr. Simmins, the editor of Bee Chat,
has decided to discontinus it as a regular
monthly publication.

Sweet clover yields honey in more por-
tions of the United States than any other
plant-—so says Gleanings.

Mr Coggshall says if there are queen
cups in the super, aud they are polished
out, the colony below is queenless.

Mr Doolittle says that enlonies having
burr combs or ladders on top of frames
finish more sections than those without.

Mr. Kelly, who last year secured the
phenomenal flow of 17 tons from 70
hives, has this year only taken 2} tons.

The best bee dress we have come
across for working in the apiary, isa.
Khaki suit we purchased at Hordern
Bros., Sydney.

Very pleased to hear Mr. R. Helms is
again in Sydney in connection with the
Chemical Department of the Department
of Agriculture.

Many farmers we haye met are attri-
buting the constant dry weather, and
their consequent loss to so much country
heing ringbarked, interfering with the
rain fall.

Dr. Miller says if you put a just-
hatched queen in a hive-—one that has
not been held in the cell—she is always
kindly received without the removal of
the old queen.

An American sells honey in a waggon
drawn by an auto-mobile. On top of the
waggon is a gramaphone that does the
talking and singing while the vendor is
selling his honey.

We shall be in Sydney during the
Royal Agricultural Show, also at the
Bee Convention held at that time; and
shall be very pleased to shake hands
with a good number of our bee friends.

Gteo. Franklin gives an account in the
Boeleepers’ Record of a queen so small
she easily passed through the excluder
zine, and yet a more prolific queen or a
colony that gave better results he never
had,
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In Idaho, U.8S., a swarm of bees is said
to have settled on a bicyclist, and when
the wheeler retreated settled on the
saddle of his bicycle, where they were
captured.

Owing to the failure of the honey crop
this year, and the large importations of
hee goods made last year, several thou-
sand pounds worth of such are now
stored away in Sydney for future trade.

Mr. W. L. Davey, Melbourne, writes :
I beg to inform your readers that I have
no connection with the Adustral Culturist
mag: zine whatever. My name has ap-
peared very profusely therein, but not
by authority or permission of myself.

A Cincinnati apiary gives bees ventila-
tion by having the front of the hive in
two parts, the lower to slide up over the
top. It is said to ventilate the brood
chamber, without allowing heut to escape
from the supers, a vital matter in con-
nection with production of comb honey.

Honey production seems to hare been
extensive in ancient Ireland, a whole
treatise of the Brahon law being devoted
to the subject. We find mentioned
amongst the list cf officials of an ancient
Caltie chieftain ‘‘a lkeeper of bees.—
E. H. Meath, in Beekeepers' Record.

Mr. Martin, Gleanings correspondsnt
in Southern California, says that he has
been beekeeping there for nine years,
during which four years was a total
failure, two a partial success, leaving
three good years out of nine. The prin-
cipal source of honey is mountain sage.

Association has risen the price of milk
in America from 6% to 10 cents. Why
2an’t it do the same with honey ? Hvery-
body takes milk. Honey iz a luxury.
The supply of milk is controlled by dis-
tance from local market, much more so
than honey. Milk will not keep like
honey.

‘We spent a very pleasant time recently
with Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Branch, late of
Port Macquarie, now of Granville.
‘When at Port Macquarie, their nearest
neighbour was a good hours’ boat pulling
pway. They have been fairly successful
beekeepers as well as poultry raisers,
Mzs. Branch showed us some very nice

comb foundation she had made for their
own bees. There are four little branches,
very bright and interesting, all girls.
When asked if they would not have
liked a brother they said they did mot
want to be bothered with boys. Will
they say so when they grow up ?

The result of the incubator experiment
given in our last was six chicks, six
with dead birds, and six unfertile. Pos-
sibly the fowls now moulting, and the
parents being weak may account for so
many dead birds, they not having
strength to break the shell. At same
time we had 48 Orpington eggs under
four sitting hens—result only 18 live
ones. Incubator, 6 alive out of 18;
heus, 13 alive out of 48.

Doolittle’s bee cellar has four doors
with three dead air spaces between them.
A roof of stone, with three fset of dry
earth, and a board roof over the whole.
No ventilation, enough seems to come
through the earth, mason work and
doors to supply all the bee needs. The
floor is strewn with fine sawdust every
two or three weeks, which absorbs all
moisture and keeps the cellar sweet and
nice.

With this issue termin-=
ates the eighth volume of
the ‘“A. Bee Bulletin.”
With next number the index
of the volume will be pub-=
lished together with title
page, so that subscribers
can have them bound,
which we shall be pleased
to do, including postage re=

turn for 4/6.

There has been a remarkable yield of
nectar from the honey producing heather
of Scotland during the past season. The
editor of the Beskeepers’ Record, speaking
of the unwonted flow says. “ It aston-
ishes one so generally well informed on
such maftters—as editors are supposed to
be—to receive, along with an excellent
sample of honey, redolent of the heather
bloom a query like this:—Is this stuff fit
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for sale? I have mever before had any
honey from my bees like it.”’ Or another :
“My late.gathered honey this yesr is
darker than usual, aud has a most pecu-
Jiar smell and flavour. What is it ?”
The editor says an admixture of heather
honey with that from clover is one of
the best ‘ blends” among sweet stuffs
that can be imagined.

At the Armidale Show there wasa
very poor display of honey and bee items.
Mr. R. Roberts secured nearly all the
prizes. The best queen and bees be-
longed to Mr. D. Mitehell. The show
generally was very good, the takings
at the gate being considerably more than
last year. Mr. Allingham, the indefati-
gable Secretary, was backed by a splen-
did working committee. On the second
evening, a large meeting of farmers was
held and a branch of the Farmers’ and
Settlers’ Association formed. The Show
was opened by Harl Beauchamp.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.
From the U. S. Department of Agri-
culture, Division of Entomology. **Ire-
liminary Report of the Insect Enemies
of Forests in the Northwest.” An ac
count of a reconnaissance trip made in
the spring and early summer of 1849,
by A. D. Hopkins, Ph, D., Vice-Director
and Entomologist of the West Virginia
Experiment Station. Mr. Hopkins tra-
volled some 9,000 miles to enquire into
the life habits of insect enem:es of the
American forests, which are causing
great destruction among pine, larch and
spruce trees. He collected some 5000
specimens connected with sanie.

‘We acknowledge receipt of “A Mod-
ern Bee Farm and its Economic Manage-
ment,” by 8. Simmins, author of several
English works on beekeeping. It is
nicely printed and bound, and the read-
ing maftter is very interesting, indepen-
dent of being instructive. Of course the
system of beekeeping in England is some-
what different to that in Australia.
Among the items, are ** the estimated ex-
penses for the first two years,” starting
with an apiary of not less than 100 hives.

‘Woe are told a capital of £500 is required.
The beginner is recommended to serve
in some established apiary for a couple
of years if possible. Among other mat-
ters he recommends starters, not sheets
of foundation. Queen raising, diseases,
planting, the Wells hive and system of
management, are all carefully and fully
treated on. It is a work we should
strongly recommend to be placed in every
beekeeper’s library. Messrs Woodford,
Fawcett & Co., 112 Fleet street, E. C.
London, Englaud, are the publishers.

We acknowledge receipt of illustrated
catalogue of the Davies Franklyn Cycle
Co., of DBallarat, Victoria. Victoria
evidently has a good deal of Yankee
push, and with its Protection poliey is
pushing warious industries of this kind
ahead. o should strongly recommend
those in want of a bicycle to show their
Australian patriotism by giving them a
turn.

The S. A. Garden & Field for Mareh,
has a fine engraving ** Our Boys” troop
of the Svuth Australian Mounted Infan-
try. * He’s nota beggar, or by no means
absent minded.”

Mr. Stead’s publication, “ War against
war in South Alrica.”” Reading this, it
we believe it all, we must cowe to the
belief the British are a very wicked and
foolish race uf people, their leaders
especially stupid and greedy. Mz, Stead
however, is one of the same race of

people.

HUSKS & CHAFF.

G. R. HARRISON.

A queer statement to find in so gener-
ally well-informed paper as the B.B.
¢ Honey after candying, being warmed
to liquefy, will not candy again.” I
heard that fairy tale several tiwes when
I was a beginner, but I soon found it te
have the same substantial founda ion that
all good fairy yarnsare built on, 1 have
had experience of some honey that you
could liquefy almost daily. There are
three things which tend to keep honey
from candying. Tirstly, it must be
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dense. If it contains more than a very
small minimum of water, it will candy
very readily. Secondly, it must not be
disturbed much. These are two of the
reasons that extracted honey candies
more readily than that taken from trees
and boxes in the pre-historic fashion,
and run out through a sack or bran hag
before the fire or out in the sun. That
method raises the denzity by eva&)orating
a large percentage of contained water,
and the honey is mot churned and agi-
tated as by the extractor. Those who
want honey to candy well—and many
people in the United States run it into
wooden or cardboard boxes which have
been treated with mineral wax and make
it candy, as they can market it Dbest in
that way, Doolittle being an instance—
stic or churn this honey well before
picking it. Thirdly, it must be kept
from cold and light.

If you make it dense emough it will
never candy, but the degree of density
required to make a sure thing is higher
than the beekesper wants. It would al-
most stand alone.

Also, if you keep the tempenature high
enough it will not candy while the tem-
perature is up.

But—honey of ordinary density, packed
in the ordinary way, and put under the
conditions of the ordinary grocers’ or
salesman’s ordinary conditions, will gen-
erally candy.

If you want honey to candy properly,
you must first choose a honey which
candies with a good grain. If it is very
dense you will require to alter it, when
of the right density, something under 14
1bs. to the gallon; stir it well, and when
it has started to granulate run it into
tins or boxes and put it into the coldest
place you can find, and ‘“let nature do
the rest.”’

The 1lb, tea tin, which is a cubical
package, and holds a trifie over 4lbs.isa
good package for candied tack. It is
used very much on the Richmond River
for liquid, and card orlight timber boxes,
rendered tight with a little mineral wax,
run in very hot,is Al, In such pack-

ages a very good trade might be made
as 1s suggested on page 245.

You speak on page 256 of the Cuban
hive, and remark, ‘‘The bees generally
build comb and store honey in the closed
end, where it is better protected from
outsiders.” Now, the hees are as care-
ful of their brood as of their stores, and
are not more careful for the protection of
one than the other.

I am surprised that I never meet with
the right explanation of the fact thaft,
in ‘“ Berlepsch,” ¢ Munday,” “Long
Idea,” and other hives that have their
frames across the entrance, that the
brood is placed on the side towards the
door, and honey is stored towards the
back wall.

The real reason, I long ago concluded,
is ventilation. Brood can only be raised
where the air circulates, and in the style
of hives I mentioned it is no easy matter
for the bees to circulate air between the
back frames; in hives with the entrance
at end of frames the bees are quite ready
to raise brood in any partof brood cham-
ber, so long as ths walls are thick.

It speaks volumes for the Cuban honey

field that the box hive in any form can
be run. T have seen very few places in
Australia where bees in boxes can be got
to yield with anything like certainty. In
most cases, it is the beskesper who pro-
duces the honey by the aid of his bees
and skill ; the box man does nothing,
and the bees produce the crop, but the
average under these conditions is very
small usually.
_ Mx. Beuhne quotes the price of sugar
n Victoria at 15s. per bag. The Sydney
price is from 9s. upwards for good grades
of white. I presume Mr, B. lives back a
bit from the big smoke,

You may be right about honey candying again
after being liquefied. We have come across
such—mostly inferior honey. Our argument 1s
that the first candying is best. We have had

Seen the latest | What ? Those
sample Labels from the Bee
Bulletin Printing Works.

A

ol
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honey that, being liquefied, after a time became
cloudy, not a proper candy. Therefore we ad-
vise beekeepers to tin for retail purposes them-
selves at the apiary before it candies at all.

A cubical tin is more expensive than a round
one,

‘We have had nearly all honey in a long idea
hive in front of the brood during a honey flow.
After the flow was over the brood chamber
worked towards the entrance.

SEASONABLE WORK.

Preparations for next spring should
now begin. 1.—See that every hive has
sufficiency of honey to last through the
winter. 2,—That the bees are warm
and snpug. When we extract (we
have not done so this year) we never
take from a frame with larvae or eggs
in it. Honey on such is a reserve that
should never be interfered with. Besides
it is not wise to revolve larvee, even if
sealed, in the extractor. Itisimpossible
but they must be injured to some extent,

Should feeding be needed, a comb of
honey from a hive that can spare it ;
sugar and water blended, poured on an
empty comb ; an inverted pickle bottle,
muslin tied tightly over the mouth, and
sticks at side to raise it from the bottom
board ; a comb with boards at side to
hold the syrup and thin floats. Any of
these, given late in the evening to pre-
vent robbing, are good plans.

See the bees are warm and snug.
With humanity typhoid fever generates
with suitable conditions. We believe
foul brood also generates under suitable
conditions. It is also infectious. The
conditions for typhoid fever are hot
weather and accumulations of filth, The
conditions for foul brood are damp, cold,
decaying dead hees. In Northern
America bees are wintered in cellars,
where the temperature averages 45 de-
grees with good space between bottom
of frames and bhottom boards for dead
bees to accumulate on. Also in chaff
hives out of doors—i.c :—hives with
space for several inches of chaff or saw-
dust all around.

Here in Australasia, except Tasmania
and southern New Zealand, no such care

18 needed. A hive with stout sides and
warmth-retaining material under cover is
all that is needed. Have nothing that
will draw moisture into the hive under
the cover. With flat covers we use a
sheet of thick linoleun on tup ot frame.
It gives a good warmth-retaining pro-
tection for the cluster underneath. With
cable covers in addition to linoleum a
filling up with newspapers is good. And
if in the dead of winter the cluster should
confine itself to the lower box, place the
linoleum between the two. It might be
as well now to look through your combs,
pick out all faulty ones, and tmin them
into wax. If these conditions are well
and properly attended to there need be
no fear for success in the coming spiing.

What to do with supers is another
question with many. Our experience
is they are as well laft on.

Do not take weak hives into winter,
Double them up, or even put three wealk
ones together. We get an empty hive,
place hetween the two to be united.
Pick out the poorest queen, either kill or
give her to a queenless hive. Take the
best queen and place her in either a
Benton cage or West cell protector.
Then take frame, bees and all, alternately
from each hive and place them in the
empty hive, dumping bees remaining ic
the front. Place protected queen on
comb in same, and release her next day.
One strong hive is equal to several weuk
ones in spring.

N.B.K.A.

A sub-committee meeting of the Nat-
ional Beekeepers’ Association was held
on 20th March at the committee rooms,
180 King street, Newtown, the following
being preseat :—Mr. A. Gale, president,
(in the chair): Messrs W. Abram, V.P,
J. Cadden, H. R. Roberts, W. 'I'. Sea-
brook, J. J. Branch, and J. Trahair,
hon. sec.

Messrs I. Lasseter and Co. gave a
valuable trophy for a special prize, vpen
to amateurs, to be competed for under
the following econditions:—1. That an
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amateur is one that does not depend sole
or principally on beekeeping or manu-
facture of beekeepers’ supplies for a
livelihood. 2. That every compertitor
must own not more than 25 full colonies
of bees. 3. That the exhibit must con-
sist of not less than 251bs. of extracted
liquid honey, 25lbs. of candied extracted
honey, 12 1lb. sections comlt honey, and
5lbs. beeswax. 4. That the entry fee be
2/6, and that no award unless three bona
fide exhibits. 5. Every exhibitor must
be, or become a member of the National
Beekespers’ Association before April 10.

The meeting passed a vote of thanks
to Col. Lasseter for his generous gift.

With the intention of giving a more
finished appearance to interior of build-
ing, it has been decided to ask some of
the largest beekeepers to erect framed
advertisements, with photos of their api-
aries. 1he committes have 1oom for
about ten of these, and the hon. sec.
would like to hear of any person wishing
to have one of these spaces. Nomina-
tions for judges and stewards were sent
to R. A. Soeciety.

The Annual Conference will be held at
the Technical College, commencing on
Tuesday, 17th April, at 7 p.m., and the
following gentlemen have been asked to
read papers on various subjects of in-
terest : Mr J. J. Branch, Sydney ; Mr
E. Tipper, Willow Tree; Mr Gutheris,
Agnicuitural Departwent ; Mr J. Dick,
Fydney ; Mr A. Gale, Sydney; Mr W.
Yender, Maitland ; Mr A. A. Rcberts,
Muswelibrook ; Mr J. K. Taylor, Cowra ;
Mr H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland ;
Mr Munday, Woodville; Mr Stevenson,
Buard of Exports ; Rev. Hughes, Koga-
rah; Mr H. Nancarrow, Wellingtou ;
Mr R. Patten, Wellington, and Mr J.
Blozham, Peel.

Any country beekeeper wishing to
enter in small sectious, and not attending
the Show, should advise the hoa. sec. of
the N.8.W.N.B.A., and he will look after
such exhibits,

P . Ty Y

H. R. B. K. A.

The usual monthly meeting of above
was held in the Technological Museum,
on the 15th inst.

Present.—Mr. J. W. Pender, Presi-
dent (in the chair) ; Messrs W. 8. Pen-
der, M. Scobie, Harden, R. L. Pender,
(. Pender, Watt, Paine, Blishen, and Mr.
Turton, hon. sec.

Apologies were received from Mr. K,
Tipper, and Mr. J. F. Munday.

Minutes of previous meeting were read
and confirmed, also a letter from Mr.
Moukley, stating that he had sent on
one of the Bee-Martins, but the secretary
said it had net yet come to hand.

The next business was a paper on
Bee-Eaters by M. Scobie, but that gen-
tleman said he had not prepared it, and
also stated he was at a disadvantage in
not receiving one of these birds from M.
Monkley. In its place, he read an ex-
tract from a bee-journal some years ago,
on this subject, which was very interest-
ing.

A serious matter was brought before
the meeting, in the form of a local
grocer buying up honey tins with the
Association’s registered labels on, and
filling them with inferior honey and sell-
ing 1t. Nothing definite was done in
the matter.

Convention business was left in the
hands of the sub-committee,

All present testified to the poorness of
the honey crop this season, one reported
that he extracted only 151bs, others none
at all.

On the motion of Mr. Scobie, seconded
by Mr. Blishen, it was decided to hold
next meeting a week previous, so as not
to clash with the Sydney Show. This
eoncluded the business.

PHASES OF THE
APRIL.

First Quarter, 7th, 6.55 a.m.
Full Moon, 15th, 11.2 a.m.
Last Quarter, 25vd, 12.33 a.m.
New Moon, 29th, 3.23 p.m.
Apogee, 11th, 8 p.m.
Perigee, 27th, 3 p.m.

MOON.

§

o

-
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LARV/AE FOR QUEEN REARING.

For What Age do the Bees show
a Preference ?

DR. MILLER IN GLEANINGS.

On page 725 of Gleanings tn Bee- Culture
for 1898 [ expressed the belief that
the common notion that, when a queen
was suddenly removed from a colony,
the bees were in such haste to rear a suc-
cessor that they would select larvee too old,
was a mistaken notion. Earnest protests
came from those whose opinions were en-
titled to respect, and some views were
attributed to me that I didnot hold. On
page 427 of this year, I defined my pos-
ition more explicity, and on page 494 said:
¢ Please watch what bees do when the
queen is taken away, and see if they make
the mistake of choosing larvee more than
three days old, for queen rearing.” I
made the same request publicly and pri-
vately elsewhere. I don’t know that any
one paid any attention to it, and I don’t
know that I blame such ; for, so far as I
know, I stood alone in opposing a view
in which all the rest were agreed.

Upon one point in dispute, however, I
did not stand entirely alone. I said
queenless bees start queen cells when
first made queenless, and confinue to
start queen cells for several days. Mr
Hutchinson said his bees sta:ted all their
cells at mearly the same time, and so

nearly of an age that the young queens

emerged not more than two days apart.
Henry Alley said his experience agreed
with mine upon this point.

Having asked others to make fresh
observations, it was only fair that I
should not do so myself. It might be I
had not been careful enough in previous
observations. o I took the matter in
dispute to the bees, and took careful notes
of their testimony. The important thing
was to know somewhkat positively the age
of the eggs or larve used, and the time at
which the queen-cells were started

To No 841 gave successively frames
of empty comb, noting the time at which
a comb was given as well ag the time it
was taken away. I wasnot assuccessful

as T should have liked in getting the
queen to lay promptly in the combs given,

In one case no eggs wore laid in the .
proscribed comb after 24 hours’ waiting:,

Tho probability is, that in all cases the
eggs were laid in the last rather than the
first part of the time in which the queen
had the comb. That is, if I gave the comb
on one day at noon and ftook it away
the next day at noon, very likely most
or all the eggs were laid during the
latter half of the 24 hours. The crowd
of other work upon me will account for
the irregular hours at which the work
was done. Allow me to name the diff-
erent combs by the first five letfiers of the
alphabet. They were given to and taken
from No. 84 as follows :

Comb @, given June 28,10 a.m.; taken
June 29, 12m.

Clomb b, given June 29, 12m.; taken
June 30, 2p.m.

Comb ¢, given July 1,
July 3, 10 a.m.

Comb d, given July 3,
July 4, 10 a.m.

Comb ¢, given July 4,
July 5, 10a.m.

Kach of these combs, when it was
taken from No. 84, was puf in an upper
story of No. 54 over an excluder. No
54 was a tolerably strong  eolony with
a laying queen, The combs were merely
put in this upper story for safe keeping,
the bees taking good care of the eggs
and larvee. ¢

July 5, at 4 p. m., I took from No, 54
its queen and all its combs of brood except
the five combs for experiment.

July 6, at 10:30 a.m., I examined to
gee if any progress had been made. The
colony had now been queenless 18 hours
30 minutes, and I found queen-cells
started, but not entirely where I expected.

Comb @ had noqueen-cells, neither
were any started on it later. Counting
that the egg hatches three days after it
is laid, the youngest larva in comb a
must have been at this time about 3 days
923 hours old, or 223 hours too old for a
good queen, if the scientists are right in
telling us that the worker-larvie are

4 p.m,; taken
10a.m.; taken

10a.m.; taken
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weaned at three days old.

Comb & had two queen-cells started
on it, The oldest larva in this comb
must have been not more than 3 days
22% hours old, and the youngest not
less than 2 days 203 hours old.

Comb ¢ had eight queen-cells. Two
of them had hoods built over them, theroest
only showed the colls enlarged and an
extra amount of pap. No larve
in this comb could have been more than
one day 184 hours old. The youngest
were probably notmore than 241 hours old

On the other combs I found no queen
cells.

I very much regret that nothing
more precise can be said about the cells
on comb 4. I cannot prove positively
that the two cells started on it may not
have contained larve 3 days 224 hours
old. To make this possible, however,
the queen must have commenced laying
in this comb the minute it was put in
hive 84, while the probabilty is that she
did not begin laying there for some hours
afterward. Moreover, the cells were
started at least some little time
before the observation was made,
S0 something must be deducted
from their age at starting, on
that score. Besides, the fact that four
times as many cells werestartel on comb,
¢ as on comb 4, the larve in ¢ being less
than 2 days old, hardly looks as if they
would prefer the oldest larvee in & while
at the same time they preferred anything
80 much younger as the larves in ¢, Bu
I must leave others to form their own
judgment.

Ifthe bees had asked my advice in the
matter they probably would have done
somewhat differently. I should have
said to them, “ So long as a larva is
only three days old, it’s all right for a
queen ; and as you're in a hurry for an.
other queen youn’d better start all your
cells on comb 5.7 But they didn’t” ask
my advice.

July 7, 4 pm, Three more queen-cells
on comb & These were started from
larva 2 days 204 hours old, or older. No

cells were started on comb & at any later
time,

Comb ¢ has 16 cells, two of them being
emptied of their contents. No larva in
this comb could have been more than
three days old at the time of this obser-
vation.

No queens-cells on combs d and e.

July 8, 4 p.m. Comps & and ¢ have
another eell, making 15 on it (not count-
ing the two that were emptied).

Comb ¢ has its first cell started over
a larva that was less than 2 days 6 hours
old.

July 10 11:30 a.m, No additional
cells on comb e.

Comb d three additional cells, these
having been started over larvze less than
4 days 13 hours old, and they might
have been not more than 30 hours old.

July 11, 8 am. Comb ¢ has 17 cells.
It there is no mistake in previous obser-
vations, the two additional cells on this
comb must have been built over larvse
at least 4 days 1} hours old. That
would surely be taking too old larvse
when younger were present.  There is a
bare possibility that these two cells were
overlooked before, and were now more

easily seen when sealad. But I give it

Just as I find it in the notes taken more
than two months ago.

Comb d has six cells, the last two
started over laive lgss than 4 days 22
hours old, and posstbly not more than 3
days 11 hours old.

July 12, 9 a.m, Comb 4 has 8 cells,
the last two started over larvee less than
5 days 23 hours old, and possibly not
more than 3 days 22 hours old,

Comb ¢ has three cells, the first it has
had. These cells were started over lar-
v less than 4 days 23 hours old, and
p}ossibly not more than 2 days 22 hours
old.

July 18,6 a.m. No additional cells on
any but comb e, which has now 6 cells,
the last three being started over larves
less than 5 days 20 hours old, and pos-
sibly not more than 3 days 23 hours old.

This closes the testimony of the bees,
no cells being started later, In some

X
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respects it is not exactly what I desired
and intended the bees should give, but
they are to blame for that and not I.
I know very well that this is only a
single case, and that the next case might
be different, for ‘‘bees never do any-
thing invariably ;” but let us see what
conclusions may be reached from the
testimony given.

In the first place, it certainly is wof
proven by the testimony given that bees
made queenless are in such haste o rear
a queen that they at once select larves too
old for the purpose. Moreover, I have
had the matter in mind throughout the
season, and in every case the cells first
started were over larvee that were very
small. If any one has accepted the chal-
lenge thrown out by me to prove that
bees at once selected too vld larves, I hope
he will report at once.

It is certainly very clear that in this
case, at least, the bees did not start all
their cells within about 48 hours’ time,
as Mr. Hutchinson says his do. The
first cells were started before July 6, 10.30
a.m. The last cells were started affer
July 12, 9 am. From that it is easily
seen that the time from the first to the last
colls started was six days lacking 1%
hours. It was that much at least, and
it may have been more. Henry Alley’s
experience agrees in this.

While the bees at first select larvee
sufficiently young for good queeus, they
afterwards use some that are too old, con-
tinuing to start cells when larvae of
proper age are no longer present. Hditor
Hutchinson says his bees build cells that
he calls ““fool cells,” because they are so
insignificant and poor, and he does not
know how to account for them. It he
will observe with sufficient care, I think
he will find that they are nothing more
nor less than cells started over too old
larves, probably after larvee of proper
age were no longer present.

I must not evade the observation that,
something more than 5} days after the
removal of the queen, the bees started
cells over too old larvee when younger
arve were present. I might say that

sometimes bees hold eggs without hatch-
ing for more than three days (Dzierzon
says two weeks), but I will not press that.

Until some one brings forward some
proof to the contrary, I feel safe in
saying that when bees are made queen-
less they are nof in such haste to rear a
new queen that they select too old larye,
and that there is no error in selecting
during the first five days of queenlessness.
If the combs with the cells be taken
within the first five days, and put in the
upper storey of a colony having a laying
queen there will be no too cld larvae in
the case. If left with the queenless bees
till larvee of proper age are no longer
present, they will build cells over too old
larvee—what Mr, Hutchinson ealls *¢ fool
cells.”s

NUCLEUS METHOD OF
INCREASE.

On May 3 I set four colonies apart as
those from which I would make my
nuclei; the other two colonies I called
into serviee later in a different way.

On May 3 I had but time to make two
nuclei ; on May 6 I made three more;
May 138, 7; June 13, 6; Aug. 2, ano-
ther; and Aug. 15, still another—mak-
ing 20 nuclei from the four, and still
leaving sufficient in each of the original
four to recover, gather and breed.

In making the nuclei I would have
the new hives all prepared before I
would open the parent colony, thus: I
first nailed the body with two long nails
just tight enough on the side to hold to
the bottom board temporarily ; plug the
entrance with fre h grass as tight as
possible, aud nail a strip of wood across
so that not a bee could get out ; and place
a division board and two frames with }
sheet of foundation in the hive. The
hives being thus ready, and having the
enamel cloth and cover ready, I proceed.

Smoke the parent hive, and after a
few minutes lift the cover, and remove
the division board; look for the queen,
and remove the frame with her on 1t, and
place it in an empty hive for the time
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being ; then proceed to look for material
for a nuclei.

L take a frame containing at least %
tframe of honey with adhering bees, and
place it in the hive I wish the nucleus to
occupy ; then look at other frames until
I find eggs that are under three days old
~—in other words, eggs that are standing
straight up on end. This frame and
clinging bees are put into the same hive
alougside of the one with honey; then
draw the two empty frames with founda-
tion up to the bees, put on a cloth and
cover, and locate it where I wish the hive
to remain,

These operations must be done as rap-
idly as can be, so as to keep all bees
that are possible on the frames before
the effect of the smoke has worn off.

In this way I proceed until I secure all
I want at that time. In some cases,
where I found sufficient honey and eggs
in one frame, and had suflicient clinging
bees, I used that alone, or shook a few
bees from another frame.

I replaced the frame with the queen in
the vld hive, and gave it several frames
with foundation, replaced the cover, and
let it alone for about a week or ten days,
when I again went through the same
process.

There are three cardinal points to
make this a success, I find, viz.: First,
that the eggs must be under three days
uld ; second, the bees must not be re-
leased until after nightfall of the fifth
day after dividing, and then only allow
an entrance of about one or two inches ;
and third, that the cover must not be re-
moved, or frames disturbed, until the
eighth day atter dividing.

Ou the eighth day I draw the two side
uuils s0 I ean raise the body from the
bottom board, and clear out the dead
bees and exawmine the frames to see the
number of queen cells the bees have
started and capped while closed up. In
every case I have found at least six, and
have Lad them in numbers varying up to
50 on a single frame. When I found
quite a tew, I would cut out some, and
wake more nuclei, and issert a couple

of cells between the frames, and these
queens would hatch about the same time.

The queens I reared in this way I
found to be large and prolific, and have
yet to find the first one that I can say is
“no good.”

Every week or ten days I would go to
the nucleus hives, go over them, and
give them a gentle smoking to inform
them I would prefer they would load up ;
raise the hive from the bottom board,
brugsh off any dead bees, and watch
closely for any indications of moth or
refuse; replace the board, examine the
frames, and as soon as I see the queen is
mated and laying nicely, I close down
and mark the hive.

Then I go to the other two hives that
I had reserved at the beginning, and
take {from them all the frames that con-
tain any quantity of sealed brood ; brush
all the bees off, put them in an empty
hive temporarily, and put frames with
foundation in their place, putting them
in alternately, as far as possible. There
being all the bees and queen left behind,
they take a hold of the foundation im-
mediately, and in a few days they have
a perfectly tull frame of comb filled with
egas.

The frames of sealed brood I give to
every nucleus that I think would be bet-
ter by a little encouragement, and in a
fow days it has a great quantity of young
bees, which is very stimulating to the
health of each young colony.

This process I practised several times
during the season. Every time I gave a
frame of sealed brood, if I thought the
colony was growing well in population, I
would give one or two frames of } sheet
of foundation, but being careful in every
case 10 see 1hat I did not seatter the bees
over too many combs, and always keep-
ing the combs on the east side of the
hive, to warm up as early in the day as
possible. ;

Frow one of the four original colonies
used 1 made 12 nuclei the past season j
and later, at three different times during
the summer, T took two frames of sealed
brood (without hees)—that is, six frames
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in all—and in September I also took six
On
Oct. 15, when I packed this hive, it had
eight frames exceedingly full of honey,
bees and brood. This queen is a leather
coloured one, very long, and purein color
clear to the tip, but is mated with a
hybrid drone ; her bees have five bands,
very plainly marked, but are somewhat
cross in disposition, though great gath-
erers and unexcelled breeders.

In every case each colony of bees
gathered sufficient stores for winter, and
when I packed them, the middle of Oct-
ober, all had a great deal of brood and
bees, and all had eight frames.

Next year I shall change my method a
little by rearing and using virgin queens,
inserting each in a nucleus. I do not
intend to |limit myself in number, as I
believe nobody knows until tried how
great a number one can create from a
single colony.—F. L. ltehn in 4. B.
Journal.

SIZE OF BROOD CHAMBERS
‘When I first began to keep bees the

= old beekeepers about me kept them in

hives containing from 2000 to 2500 cubic
inches, so I started out with a hive
which gave nearly 2600 cubic inches in
the body of the hive, or about 2150 cubic

_ inches inside the brood frames, which
" were 12 in number, of the Gallup sizs of

the Langstroth frame, the size of which
was 111 x 111 outside measure. I soon
found, however, that, as a rule, three.of
the 12 frames would be filled with nice
white honey early in the season, and
generally nearly all of these three frames
of nice white honey would remuin in the
hives all during the next spring, offen
till the honey harvest arrived, very little
if any of it being consumed, unless we
chanced to have a poor season. After a
little thought on the subject I concluded
to place three blanks or division-boards
in the place of three frames, two on one
end of the hive and one on the other. To
this end I nailed top-bars to frames on
pieces of une-ineh  pomrds, which were

cut so as to be § inch short at the bot-
tom, and % at either side, and simply
hung these on the rabbets the same as
the frames always hung. I had pre-
viously found that my average queens
would occupy only about 800 square in-
ches of comb with brood, which left
about 600 square inches of comb to be
filled with honey and pollen, as my hive
of about 2150 cubic inches gave me
about 1400 square inches of comb, sur-
face measure. Thus each year I was
losing the use of from 20 to 30lbs. of the
choicest honey for the sake of insuring
the bees with -an abundance of honey
should a poor season occur. This honey,
when placed in sections, was worth not
far from $5.00 at that time, while, if
necessary to feed to secure sufficient
stores during an oceasional poor year, on
account of a smaller brood chamber,
$2.00 worth of sugar, properly made into
a syrup, would provide them with the
necessary feed to carry them through.
I tried about ten colonies with the three
boards in place of the three combs, the
first year, thinking it best not to gocon-
trary to the veterans, on a large scale at
first, fearing that thoy might be right
after all. However, I was more than
gratified to find that T had not only ob-
tained the 25lbs. in the sections, but
that these ten colounies averaged over 40
pounds more comh honey than those
which had their usual 12 combs. I be-
gan casting about to know why this
should be so, for I had no expectation
that I should receive more in the boxes
than what was naturally placed in the
frames whose places were taken by the
boards, The reason soon became ob-
vious why this was so. As the queen
kept the nine frames nearly filled with
brood, when the honey harvest came,
the bees had nowhere to put the honey
which they gathered, except in the sec-
tion boxes, 0 they immediately com-
menced work in them. With the 12
frames of comb they had more or less
empty comb, which was already built, in
which to storo their honey ; and as bees
always store honey in any empty comb
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available about the brood nest before
they commence to build new comb, they
were loath to enter the sections after a
start at storing had been commenced in
the empty comb below.— Gleanings.

CAPPINGS.

From American and other Bee Jowrnals.

At a meeting of the council of the
Victorian Silk Culture and Rural Indus-
tries Association, held Feb. 6th., Mr,
Davey, of the National Beekeepers’
Committee, reported that a deputation
had waited on the Minister of Lands,
and had been very favorably received.
‘With reference to concessions being made
to beekeepers for the right of entry with
their apiaries on pastoral leases, the
Minister promised to give the interests
of the industry every consideration.
Letters containing valuable information
and suggestions were read from Mr.
Beuhne, Tooborac; Mr. Bolton, Dunk-
eld ; and Mr. Smith, Bailieston, and were
handed to the committee for action.
Reference was also made to the incorrect
method in force at present of collecting
beekeepers’ statistics, and the committee
is to take steps to endeavor to have this
rectified.— Leader.

A writer in *“ How to Grow Flowers”
says that he noticed last spring that bees
worked very busily in his beds of crocus,
sometimes two or three in one flower at
the same time, but that all scrambled
for the white flowers and the purple and

" white striped, while none went to the
yellow ones. At another time, while he
was watching, one bee went to the
yellow flowers alone, while others went
to the white and pale purple and the
blue scilla, but did not visit the dark
purple much. He advises those who
have bees to plant these early-blooming
bulbs in the lawn on purpose for then.
They are cheap; they can be set anywhere
in grass land by making a small hole
and putting the bulb a few inches below
the surface. They are crnamental whou
in blossom, and are gone before it is

time to mow the lawn, as well as fur-
nishing bee-food. They will live and
spread for many years without injuring
the grass. He proposes to set them by
hundreds this year for the bees.—.dus-
tralasian.

We notice that where individual bee-
keepers have sent honey to Knglish
markets (probably through some trust-
worthy friend) it has paid them. One
man exported honey and, even though
it cost him the ridiculous sum of 20/- a
tin, yet (in spite of that) he cleared 20/-
a tin or fourpence a lb., that is it was
sold or retailed at eightpence a 1b. on the
English market. But where large ex-
portations have heen made through the
Government they have failed. Why ?
Because Californian or other interests
(or cute agents) were on the wait and
made arrangements against it, and we
have heard it said that some agents
bought it in at the lowest figure they
could bring it to, and then res ld it out
as Australian honey—and made a good
profit. Therefore it seems that either
you must cut through this opposition of
first agents or go past them to retail
establishments that are known and
trustworthy ; thoss that have gone past
them have succeeded. English con-
sumers like it and want it; they know
no difference between it and that from
other countries.— dustral Culturist.

We are sorry to read the following in
the Southland Queen :—*In the early
part of December last Ye Editor came
very near losing his life, and may be a
cripple for a long time yet. As I was

PROLIFIC QUEENS.
NO FOUL BROOD IN QUEENSLAND.
“?E can supply Italian Queens, which for
prolificness cannot be surpassed. First
Prize winners International Iixhibition, 1897 ;
Queensland National, 1899. Untested, 6/-, 3 for
13/~ ;  Wested, 8/-, 3 for 22/-;  Select Tested
Breeders, 15/-. Safe arrival guaranteed.
G. & G. W. BUTLER,
Red Hill, Brisbane,
Queensland.

)
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driving out of a lumber yard with a
" heavy load of long timbers, and just as
. I entered one of the main thoroughfares
of Beeville, Washington Street, a run-
away team struck my wagon, and the
force was so great that they knocked my
. wagon and load of about 600 feet of lum-
ber fifteen or twenty feet. As the street
, leading out from the lumber yard is a
cross street, and the buildings, most of
» which are two stories high, cut off the
- view, I could not see the runaway team
» till they were within a few feet of me,
and I did not even have time to jump.
> The collision was so great thatit knocked
. me about 20 feet. I went head first,
* catching on my hands, and the weight of
, my whole body, about 145 pounds, frac-
tured both arms from the elbows to the
wrists, and for two weeks I could not
~ use my hands, not even to feed myself.
, , My right arm has recovered so much
that I can write, and the left one is
, » better than it was, but fractured pieces of
hone work out at the wrist, and it is
much swollen yet, so I suppose it will be

some time before it is well.
P

About getting cells accepted in col-

. onies having a laying queen, T have had
them accepted in upper stories, but it is
~Avery uncertain about the number they
accopt—generally very few ; sometimes

- only one; so fo make sure of getting
enough I have them starfed in queen-

= less hives. I can do this and still not
have any queenless hives in the apiary.

* A few hours to halfa day before giving
the cells I remove the upper story from

" “my cell-building colony, and place it on a
_ bottom board, then put a cover on the
™ Yrood chamber, and set it aside with
., entrance turned around; then the upper
*" story is placed on the stand. Thus you
.. see I have a colony made queenless
' reudy to start the cells; then when the
,.~cells are well started, which will bein a
few hours, the brood chamber is put
“hack on the stand, and the upger story,
having the cells, is lifted off its bottom
board and placed back on the brood
chamber, having, of course a queen ox-

cluder between.—W. CO. Gathright, in
G'leanings.

Wer Barra A Bee-stine Cure—
Although wet earth has long been known
as a cure for bee and wasp stings, very
few persons seem to be aware of its value
as such. The following example (says
a writer in the * British Bee Journal?”)
may interest some of our readers:—
“Four summers, ago, at a picnic in the
country, one of my boys found a wasps’
nest, and must need amuse himself pelt-
ing it with stones, resulting in his get-
ting very badly stung in the face. Fortun-
ately, I remembered having heard of
the wet earth cure and at once daubed
his face with some mud from the road,
with the happy result that in about
fifteen or twenty minutes all the painful
effects had ceased and very little swell-
ing remained. I have since then used
the remedy when stung whilst manipulat-
ing my bees, and find it infinitely hetter
than spirits of ammonia or ather popular
remedies, and the best of il is that it is
always ready at hand.

Savaen Bers,—It is well to remember
that smoke will often prevent a battle.
It will answer a good service before the
bees become enraged ; they will fill them
gelves with honey, and this will soften
their tempers. But smoke does not avail
after the bees beccme enraged, and
many of them are in the air. Extreme
cases of this kind will sometimes occur,
and unless something is promptly done,
the bees will be victors. From a densely
crowded colony, I once removed the case
of honey in which the queen had de-
posited a small amount of brood to which
the bees clung with the greatest tenacity.
Inbrushing them off they became more and
more enraged, until I found that the air
was full of angry bees, venting their spite
on me. I was stung in many places, and
as the battle grew fiercer, I was alarmed
for the safety of my neighbours. Iknew
not what to do, but in my extremity an
idea came to me and I was not slow to
put it into exeeution, I hurriedly put
about a pound of comb honsy at the en-
trance of the hive of enraged colony, and it
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acted like a charm. Thepickots werecalled
in, the army was ordered home, and in
five minutes not a warrior was ssen on
the field of battle. Their work was now
to secure the honey before intruders
might steal it away. I had never heard
of this method, but I have since tricd it
several times, and it has never failed to
bring the desired results.—Z%he Country
Qentleman,

If you want to find out whether the
go-called travel-stain is due to the dirty
feot of the bees, try the following ex-
periment : Take a board of any conven-
ient size, not less than ten or twelve in-
ches square, and, after thoroughly
washing your hands, tack a piece of
clean white paper on this board, and
place it, paper side up, in front of a
strong colony. Do this when plenty of
honey is cowing in, and the bees are
working iu the sections. Place this
paper close to the entrance of the hive,
g0 that the bees will use it as an alight-
ing board, and be compelled to travel
over it with their dirty little feet. TIf
you are sure that your fingers are clean,
handling the board by the edges, and
will pur the board out late enough in the
morning, and take it up at night before
any dew falls, you will find this paper, so
far as the bees are concerned, as clean
and white at the enl of a long honey-
flow as when you first placed it before
the entrance. ILf the beekeeper wishes
to have nice white sections of honey, he
must, at the time of putting on sections,
remove the old bottom-board and put a
new one in its place. The stained ap-
peavance of cappings is due almost en-
tirely to the admixture of foreign sub-
grances, and these are obtained to a great
extent from the dirt and litter of the
bottom board. Xeep everything in and
about the apiary neat and clean and you
will have no cause to complain about
stained cappings.—A. J. Wright in Glean-
ngs.

In answer to a request to give my
opinions in the Canadian Bee Journal as
to the advisiability of the Ontario Bee-
keepers’ Association taking over the Bee

Journal, T may say I know nothing of the
financial aspect of the question, but I
think it would be very desirable to have
at least one journal on continent devoted
exclusively to the interest of Beekeepers.
I mean those Bee-keepers now in the busi-

ness, for I take no interest in the Bee- &

keepers that may be induced to take up
that occupation through the advice of
Beokeepers or Bee Journals. I know of

-

no journal published entively in our 4

interests. 1f the publishers of Bee
papers are not induced to boom the pro-
fossion in order to have more customers
to whom they may sell supplies or from
whom they may buy cheap honey, the
desire for a larger field from which they

¥ -

may secure subscribers produces the same .

result, but would we be any better if the
Bee Journal came under control of the
0. B. K. A. ? I am afraid not. I doubt
whether we could agree as to what should «
be inserted therein. There is a danger
of its falling under the control of some
“ goody goody ” blatherskite, whose
chief aim in lifeis to induce every man
and his sisters and his cousins and his
aunts to keep bees. Perhaps few of the™
members of the 0. B.K.A. would agree

with me, but here are my ideas of what 7
a good bee paper should be.—J. D.
Evaxs, v Canadian Bse Jowrnal. %

B | 2

A

READ THIS:

Jos PrivriNe For BmExmepmms.—Did =
you know that we are well fixed to do
printing for beekeepers ? White envel-
opes, good and strong, also neat, printed 4
7/- for 500, or 10/- for 1000. Letter

heads, same price. You pay carriage ory -

postage. We get out cards, cir-
culars and catalogues as cheap as the «¢
cheapest. Prices quoted on application,
ag we would have to know the size he- «
fore we could make a true estimate.
Grive us some of your printing. %

Binding of all descriptions done neatly
and cheaply. Ao

E. TIPPER,
Ber BurreTiy OFFICE,

WEST MAITLAND
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Woe are exceedingly sorry to hear of

" * the death of Mr. A. M. Hind. His bee-

. keeping interests are being looked after
~ ! by his brother, Mr. D. S. Hind.

¥

W. C., Yackandandah, Victoria:—I
have now received three copies of the
Beo Bulletin and 1 must say that I think
a great deal of it.
enquiries from beekeepers in different
, » places, about the M¢ Evoy treatment for

foul brood, but could not get the desired
-+ information, when to my agreeable sur-
prise the information appears in the
® last issue of the B. B. I am pleased to say
- that I have no foul brood now, but about
~* four years ago I had to destroy several
. colonies by burning to get rid of it.
~* I notice in ths B. B. that the present
season is a bad one for beskeepers in
many places. I may tell you that this

.»_ 18 tho worst T have known here for eight
years,

>

- >

§ J. B., Wodonga, Viec., March 18—We,
. 4 or I, have nothing to do, and along time

to do it in; the worst season I have
., known—mno honey, and you can’t work

amongst them for robbing. It will be
= hard work to-get them in good trim for

winter, for there is very little honey in
» the bottom boxes, and to leave a big box

on top would be a bit airy, and then you
- » would have to take off the queen ex-

cluder, or risk your queen and larve
> # below. If1 have a half box on top it is

alright if full of honey, but would sooner
> have about 201bs. in the bottom without
any top box, snug and cosy. Ihave not
increased my stock of bees of 150
swarms—it is nearly emough for this
little place, but may start beekeeping on
a larger scale if I find it pay. It is a
risky game, and the worst of it is you
can’t get out of it if you tried, there are
so few beekeepers, but many that keep

I have been making'

bees. I have kept some honey from last
year; two tons to go away next week to
Ballarat at 33 per 1b. The first large
order I have had. I sold about eight
tons, sending it to all parts of the colo-
nies, from one tin upwards, so you can
see I never glutted the market. I have
just cowe back from a month’s trip. I
have been to Melbourne, Geelong and
Ballarat, and it would do some of our
brother beekeepers good to see the re-
serve put on some of the honey at Gee-
long and other places, 33d per 1b. I
thought 38d. was good emough before I
saw the above reserve. I mnever tried to
gell any at any of those places where I
saw a man that kept up the prices. I
would like to have visited his apiary and
shook hands with him. Ileftmy address,
and told them that when they had sold
all of the above honey they could send to
me, but not before. I never saw honey
but once on a table in all my travels. If
the people of the colonies would only eat
honey we could not half supply them.
We would not want to go begging the
Government to take our honey to Eng-
land and elsewhere. I think I have done
some good in educating the people of my
district to take a tin of honey or a case.
I never sell one tin under 3d; 15s per
tin, two tins 14s. When it was only 23d
per lb, in this way I sold over eight
tons. I had a very strange experience
wi'h my bees this season. One very hot
day about 12 o’clock nearly every swarm
got the staggers, laying helpless in hund-
reds in front of the boxes ; could not fly.
They seemed alright the next day, but I
think shade helped. Bees crawled away
and died. I had an experience similar
to that mentioned in your last month’s
igsue re the larva dying in one day, but
only in one swarm. I sprayed it with
carbolic; it secemed to get alright, but
had foul brood next year.

W. G., Gympie, Q., March 5th.—The
bees are doing very well since Xmas.
Up to that there was no honey to speak
of owing to the heavy frost we had in
October last.
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This view represents part of Messrs.
W. L. and V. R. Davey’s apiary of over
100 colonies, which may be reached by
tram from Spencer 8t. and thence by
coach. The back ground of timber is
composed mainly of red gum and yellow
box, whilst about 100 yards to the left is
the farm house of their farmer
friend.

In the Wimmera district Mr. W. L.
Davey was unfortunate enough to lose
about 100 colonies, and at the Grampians
another 50, the first instance being foul
brood and the second starvation during
the drought and heat waves of 1898, the
result of his two years labour being a
loss of over £200.

After this experience he intended giv-
ing up beekeeping, and made his way
to Melbourne, managing to secure enough
clerical work to keep him going: He

was soon thinking of the bees again,
with 12 colonies tramsferred from box
hives, he joined company with his
brother (Mr. V. R. Davey) with eight
established hives, making 20 colonies,
from which they secured 1} tons last
season, and are gradually establishing
things on a larger scale, always being
careful that the bees pay their way.
Their stock is composed mainly of
sturdy Italians and the queens just in
their prime. They have decided strongly
to use only ten frame hives. Their in-
crease has heen artificially done, but
they intend having no increase next sea-
son, but running a third story instead
for a heavy honey crop which is prom-
ising well, as yellow box, red gum and
stringy bark are budding vigorously.

Of course it isreally an out apiary, the |

tent i3 only put up when they are ex-

{
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tracting, and measures 10 ft.x10ft.x10 ft.
to point at top, and is supplied with three
wire gauze windows, one on the East,
one on the West, with one at the top to
let out smoke, bees etc. For an out
apiary you cannot get anything better
and what is more it can be used for
every branch apiary, and thus save the
trouble and expense of putting up an
extracting room.

An idea of Mr. W. L. Davey’s com-
bining solar wax extractor, uncapping
can and a strainer for extracted honey
will be described later on as a most
useful idea for out apiary work.

VICTORIAN SILK CULTURE AND
RURAL INDUSTRIES ASS'TN.
M. W. BURKE.

At a meeting of the Counecil of the
Viectorian Silk Culture and Rural Indus-
tries Association held on the 6th instant
it was proposed by Mr. W. L. Davey,
seconded by Mr. Beuhue and carried
that a beekeeper’s conference be held,
and called for 24th May next in Mel-
bourne.

It was resolved to leave five vacancies
on the Council to allow of beekeepers
nominating representatives at the above
conference for election thereto.

N. B. K. A. OF VICIORIA.

The National Beekeepers’” Committee
of Victoria waited on the Minister of
Tands on the 20th inst. re a beekeepers’
right to place apiaries on pastoral lease
(section 21) and grazing areas (section
23 Liand Act 1890). Mr Brake, M L A.,
introduced the deputation. Several hee-
keepers spoke on the value to beekeeping
of these apparently waste lands, and how
that many beekeepers make a good living
off similar forest timbers as are contained
in these areas; and that where some had
failed through bad location or diseased
districts yot others had gathered from
twelve to thirty tons of good honey in a
season, valued :t about £20 to £25 per
ton wholesale, and this from 200 to 300
modern frame hives worked scientifically
and without apiaries upon, say, an area

of four square miles. It was pointed
how two profits could be obtained from
the same area at the same time, viz,
by sheep and bees, and that these areas
are more suitable for the bee than the
sheep, and the two could be very well
combined. In a fair season some of
these areas were worth 2s, 6d. an acre at
a low estimate for the honey gathered
from the blossoms of the forest trees.
It was also pointed out that as settle-
ment sproad the natural resources of the
colony were becoming depleted, and
chaf it was necessary to the beekeeper’s
existence that he should have a right or
licence to place apiaries upon these areas,
for the beekeeper’s object was not to
destroy valuable timber, but to ‘see that
it was conserved. Mr. McColl thanked
the deputation and said that it had his
hearty sympathy and support. He had
not known that the industry was so valu~
able to the State ; it was quite a revel-
ation to him. He thought an acre to so
many sections might be set aside for the
purpose, but tho matter would be en-
quired into and the best and most prac-
method chosen. The department would
probably confer with the National Bee-
keepers’ Committee on the matter.—.dus-
trab Cullurist.

A. B., Nurrabeil :—A note to let you
know I am still in existence, still living
with the little wonders the bees. This
season is our off one here and do not ex-
pect more than what will pay expenses, in
fact, not many will get any honey at all.
There are, of course, a lot of beekeepers
here, especially when a few tins of honey
are in sight, or a few get together where
there are a few hives of bees and get the
bee fever, which seems natural; then
there is a fuss for bees, and if honey is
not coming in in a few days, their bees
are no good, not worth bothering with,
but a beekesper must not go to buy, oh
no, not unless he is prepared to give £1
a hive with a handful of bees in it and
dry comb, but to another person who
has no bees, oh you can have two or
three of my hives, glad to get them,
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takes them home to die and generally to
spread foul brood. There are a good
deal of complaints about foul brood.
Some of our beekeepers have lost all,
while others are so disgusted as to say
let them rip. A pity that people stand
in their own light ; no need of such a loss
as is with foul brood. I have had as
much as any one, but have had mno
trouble with it the last few years. If it
appears I put them under the McEvoy
cure as given in one of your papers, and
that is the end of if.

My success this season so far is fair, or
I might say excellent for the off year. I
have worked up from 70 hives to 90
good strong colonies with another 45 or
80 coming on with young queens. Most
of them will give a little yield by middle
of April should the weather keep favour-
able. The 90 colonies have returned me
just upon 100 tins. - I have not heard of
any one taking honey, except my brother
who bids well to become a bee farmer.
He is running some 50 hives, some are
with mine and have totted up some 30 or
40 ting. At present I have a lot of shift-
ing to do through timber being rung on
leased land. I have one batch of 22
another 20, 19, 17, 12, 12, 12, 14 and 7.
I have had to do this to get my honey,
and cart water to them, but if I did not
shift T would have no honey yet, so a
bee farmer’s life is not a settled one by
any means. Thereis a little grey box
coming out willj last out April I thinlk,
then we are going to have a winter
sprinkling of white gum well into next
spring, so our bees should come through
winter well to meet our heavy honey
flow, which is yellow box with me, red
gum with others.

I shifted over 80 miles on to a red
gum flow once, but two hot days killed it
outright. All well I must have another
try for red gum next year. Better luck
next time, I regret very much to have
to record the sudden death of a batch of
queens that I and Mr. Freeman, of
Melbourne, imported from Italy. Mr.
Freeman and I were determined to have
good pure blood, so we gent for 8 or 10

i

real top queens. Well, sir, we received
them alright (i.e., the cage) but every <
bee was dead, almost beyond recognition. |
Inquiries made traced the damage to
have besn done in transit on ship board.
I often wonder why our postal depart-
ment do not try and help us in this mat-
ter of carrying our queens safe. It can * |
be done with so little expense, that they _
should do it, and must do it before long,
or there will be a row in the upper story. |
We want good queens changed, and
must have them to keep a change of 4!
blood. We are claiming another lot of
queens in their place. 1 don’t know if <
we will succeed. What will you give,
sir, for the chance of & 7?

I say, Mr. Editor, draw it mild on our
editor of A.C. and the amateur enthus- *
iast—give them a show. I am afraid
castles are in the air; try and get them
to settle on a better foundation, if only N
on comb foundation, k

I have just received an account for .
honey—good candied honey, 3d per 1b., *
liquid, not so good honey; 33d. When
will we be able to cultivate people’s
tastes, and what are we to do with our- &,
hard honey. They say heat honey and
it will not eandy. I dil so, but it got
hard again—result, lost nearly £6 in the |
lot. Have I more knowledge to buy +-
yot ?

There seems to be a talk what Federa- A~
tion is going to do with beekeepers. I
have ideas about it, but I am going to &
plod along, and when bees don’t pay
turn to something else. That will be a *
good while yet—if you people can live at .
24 per lb. we can, but the amateur will =
have an up-hill fight. Mr. Editor, I g
nurchased an organ from Cornish & Co., *
America, under £20, a most beautiful in- -
strument. If any beekeeper wants one -
he should certainly get it there. I am
not advertising, mind, but [ got a good
organ, and other people should have one
too, and that is where they will get one.

4
’
|

4 |
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We do all kinds of Honey-label work :

in one or mors colors. Beckeepers’ Catu-
logues a specialty. Send for prices and
samples at 4. Bee Bulletin Office.
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GEORGE COLES.

262. —Do you consider a large number of bee
stings likely to affect the general health 7 Sup-
_._pose you receive a number every day?

>

T

263.—Suppose you are extracting from a
) , frame containing unsealed brood, and the force
causes it to moye from bottom of cell, away
from food, does it die? and if so is it likely to
* » turn to foul brood ?
WY T T G L
J. J. BRANCH.
262.—In my opinion, emphatically no. My
5 spersonal experience is that a large number of
*  stings in one day or at one time may communi-
_cate a distinct nervous shock, and consequent
prostration, followed by the usual local swelling
and subsidence, and no traceable after ill effects.
#  263.—1I object on general lines to extracting
from the brood reom, and most positively to ex-
b tracting from frames ° containing unsealed
brood.”” As the result of my observaticn so far,
3 , 18 that what larvae is left after the extractor, is
;’ cast out by the bees, resulting in the loss of so
. much brood and the defilement of the honey.
' Since this seems to be the gist of the guestion, I
am of the opinion that foul brood may be causad
- a-)y dead brood from any cause being allowed to
remain in the hive a length of time, to which
result perhaps dampness or any other insanitary
conditions may be a probable aid.
T. J. BARNETT.
% 262.—T am of o} inion that a large number of
bee stings daily would have a bad effect on the
p— shealth, more especially on persons who swell
~ very much. I would say, avoid being stung as
s~ much as possible, and protect your ears and
point of nose altogether if possible.
263.—I extracted honey from one hive last
#  summer where the frames had a lot of uncapped
brood, and 1 noticed the bees carrying ‘a number
» A of the little white young ones out that afternoon.
«r.. I decided I would not again extract from frames
in that condition, as I believe it does harm, des-
“ “troying a number of the young bees.
T, J. BARNELT.
262.—[ might say I have had a very wide ex-
perience among the bees through the colony for
= the last 30 years. For although I have only
started with the frame hive just three years, T
p—v have all my life been very much among the bush
bees, which were till of late all black bees. Now
I have noticed that the stings of different colon-
B Yies vary very much in severity. I have had
every place where stung on hands fester and
form a very small sore for some weeks or so
from some bees, while from others the pain

b

-

oy

would pass off in a few minutes and leave no
indication of the sting. T went with a friend
the summer before last, to fall a number of bee
trees. It was a wild place, unfrequented by any
person, and being box country the trees were
packed full of honey. During the space of three
hours T counted 37 stings on my face and hands,
and they were the very severest stingers I had
met for a long time. Now, I do not swell from
bee stings, no matter what kind, but some half
hour after T had been stung, I felt slightly
giddy, and felt as if T should vomit, but it only
lasted about an hour when I was as well as ever. «
I also, in taking a swarm off a tree in shirt
sleeves, by accident knocked them on to my left
forearm ; they were very savage, and I found on
counting that T had 16 stings on the thick of the
arm. I was slightly alarmed at seeing so many
and at once, however I felt no bad results. Some
time ago a friend of mine was stung on the side
of the neck. In a few minuates he was swelled
very much and began to vomit, and was dan—
gerously ill for about four hours, but was aliight
in the course of 24 hours after. T am of opinion
that persons who swell to any extent should
avoid being stung as much as possible,
E. J. RIEN, M.H.A.C.

262.—No. At times I have received an im-
mense number, my hands literally black with
bees. At such times T would get a terrible
headache for five minutes, beyond that, they
have no worse effect, but it takes 2 great num-
ber to do this. The number received in the
ordinary work of an apiary of 60 colonies, many
hybrids at that, has no appreciable effect,
being forgotten as soon as received.

263.—If you return to hive, you will find the
bees remove any brood injured in this way. Of
course if you leave frame out of hive for some
time, they become chilled. Do not produce foul
brood, only a fair field for its cultivation should
the germs be in the air around.

T. BRADLEY.

262.—I am of opinion thati a large number of
bee stings would be very likely to affect the
health, as there was one case in this distriet
where a doctor had to be calledin to a grown
person on that account. But from my personal
experience, since being among the bees, I have
been benefited by a sting.  As before working
among them I was troubled with rheumatics in
the arws, but since working among them, and
of course, receiving my .share of stings, I have
been completely cured of the pains. Do not as
a rule receive a great number every day, but my
son who does the most with the bees, receives a
good number, and I have been wondering
whether the bee stings have been the cause of
his taking fits last season. This season, as the
flow has been nil, he has not been bad.

263.—Never care to extract from unsealed
brood, but have done and never noticed any bad
effects after it. We are not at all troubled with
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foul brood in this district, but do not think that
it (the dead brood) would cause foul brood as
the bees would soon clean the combs.

H. V. MCGEE.

262.—Rather a hard matter to fix on. It
must not be forgotten that all constitutions are
not alike, what would seriously affect one person
would have little or no affect on another. As
regards myself, I have never felt any ill effects,
other than the slight swelling, and in most in-
stances have not had any swelling. I have
found that the bees vary very much in the
strength of their stings during a honey flow.

263.—Have rarely extracted from frames con-
taining unsealed brood, but when I have done
g0, I find that should the brood be moved
from its place in the cell, the bees carry said
brood outside the hive.

J. BASSETT.

262.—1 think some people if stung very much
would affect them very much indeed, others it
would be like a blister to a wooden leg. It has
been known that an individual has uied from the
sting of a single bee.

96s.—1 have done it, but it is unwise so to do.
The force will remove some of the larva and
cause it to die. If the colony is strong the
bees would remove if, if weak, it would stay
there and rot. I don’t think it would turn to
foul brood, but I would sooner not have it. And
again, I can seldom get enough honey in the
brood chamber to keep my bees for the winter,
for when the bees start to store honey above
they will continue to do so, leaving themselves
without honey in the brood chamber. Ttis orly
on very rare occasions that you would want to
extract from below. A very old queen or a

oung queen that has not started to lay with a
ieuvy flow on, perhaps would shut her out for
room.

A, ¥, BURBANK,

262.—1 have been severely stung by bees (and
hornets as well) several times, but have yet to
fin d that my general health has been affected in

way.

263.—§:Y0u should not extract from combs con-
taining larvee. If the larvee are very young,
and get thrown far from the bottom of the cells,
the bees generally throw them out, but if the
grubs are nearly ready for sealing up and they
get moved, they will put themselves right after
a while. I don’t think foul brood would start
from such a cause.

T, YOUNG.

262.—No. What need is there to receive
stings every day? It must be either bad man-
agement to do so, or it may be you could doso
for fun. When you once get well inoculated
the sharp pain for a minute is all you feel.

263.—1& must be a greedy beekeeper who
would put unsealed brood in the extractor. If
it don’t get out into the honey it must be in-
jured.

E. HANNAFOED.

262.—I have been stung frequently, and
sometimes very badly, but have never felt in-
jured in any way, beyond the temporary pain.

263.—I have extracted a good deal from
combs with both sealed and unsealed brood, but
have always been very careful while extracting,
not to drive extractor too fast, but have reason
to believe they have suffered nothing in con-
sequence. I don’t think in any case, it would
develop foul brood should the brood die.

QUESTIONS NEXT MONTH.

264.—Your opinion of Cynic’s lefiter in fhis
issue ¢

T, PIKE.
265.—What do you do with your foul brood
honey ?
266.—Do pine $rees yield honey ¢

G. SMITH.

267.—When bees are about to supersede a

queen, do they select a larva in a worker cell, or

do they induce the old gueen to lay in an embryo
queen cell ?

CANDIED HONEY.

1. HOPKINS, NEW ZEALAND.
From your remarks on candied honey
in your last issue, I take it that the gen-

eral public of New South Wales do not

like honey in the granulated form. Now,
mark the difference in public taste : here
in Auckland, it is almost only in that
form that it can be sold, and the same
applies generally throughout the colony.
As an instance, I happen to have a line
of very fine honey come in, and although
showing signs of granulation it is still in
liquid form, but my customers are dis-
inclined to purchase because it is not
“hard” like the honey they have been
used to. All the best New Zealand
honeys granulate, and the public have
become so accustomed to see and use it
in that state, that they are a bit sus-
picious of any in the liquid form. If you
raise honey in your colony that naturally
remains liquid, and another that granu-
lates, you will have some difficulty in
getting consumers to purchase the latter
if they have previously got used to the
former, Once get them used to granu-
lated honey however, and they won’t go
back to the liquid form again,

L

Nt
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» THAT EUCALYPTUS FLAVOR

R, HELMS,
» It would be a hopeless task for any-
one to attempt the emendation of the
, many errors circulated almost daily by
superficial newspaper writers, who
v mostly depend upon scissors and paste
for the hotch-potch of news they treat
= their readers to. I do not mean to un-
dertake such cyclopean work as this, but
» now and again I cannot help raising my
voice against some particularly glaring
nonsense, especially when this affects
the welfare of ihe honey industry of
o Australiz. One should have thought
., that the eucalyptus honey incubus had
long since been delegated into dcserving
- oblivion, where such like falsehoods
justly belong. Not so, and it is but too
). true that a lie takes a lot of killing, for
the eucalyptus-flavour-in-honey spectre
L ) is now making its appearance in South
Africa, just as if the Boer war hadn't
i»brought this land sufficiently in promi-
nence through the vrdinary newspaper
fabulist.

Asfar as I know there are only very few
limited plantations of eucalyptus in
South Africa sufficiently advanced to

> produce flowers, and certainly not num-
. ¢ erous enough to affect the honey produe-
tion of that country. From the extract

. ,of the Rheinische Beinenzeitung (p. 248
A.B.B.; however, one would expect that

& the Australian gum trees were of frequent
occorrence in South Africa, a welcome

» blessing to the beekeepers of that coun-
try were it 8o, and which in the course of

} A time may eventuate as the State en-
courages the planting of these trees.
But the editor of the Rh. Bzt., or who-
ever the scribbler may be, has composed

% a paragraph out of two non-existing
facts, to use a mild term, and probably

* takes the credit of having discovered a
new oucalyptus-flavour-tainted-honey-
¥ * producing country. It is strange that
_we have heard nothing of Algeria and
pr* California yet, both good honey coun-
tries, and where eucalypts are exten-
sively planted. In Algeria the Austra-

kinds of ailments.

lian eucalypts were introduced more than
40 years ago through the agency of the
late Baron v. Mueller, and have been
flowering there for a number of years.
In fact the profuse growth of these trees
in that country astonished the botanic
world, and directed general attention to
them, and caused the blue gum to be
extensively planted in southern Hurope.

It is a pity that bee journals do not
better guard against disseminating de-
liberate falsehoods, for such and nothing
loss is the slippery assertion that euca-
lyptus flowers impart a flavour like euca-
lyptus oil to the honey. I have quite
recently examined in Western Australia
several honeys taken entirely and from
distinet gums, and in none of which a
trace of the objectionable flavour eould
be detected, either by myself or by a
number of other people who at various
times were requested to give their opin-
ions,

Unless the flavour is purposely or
accidentally imparted there exists no
such taint as eucalyptus odour or taste in
honey gathered from the Australian gum
trees. Purposely the flavour has been
imparted by some mnostrum-mongers,
who speculated on the gullibility of suf-
foring mankind by pretending to having
discovered a new natural remedy for all
This is the origin of
the bughbear, and has done all the mis-
chief, Accidentally the flavour may be
imparted to some degree when in cutting
a bees’ nest from a hollow tree chips of
wood enter the honey. But in the latter
case the flavour is rarely very pregnant
unless the operation is carelessly done,
and the chips allowed to remain in the
honey a considerable time.

An error that may lead to very wrong
impressions is committed by Mr Abram
in connection with the heat resistance of
foul brood spores. It is evident that the
writer has no faith in the scientific re-
gearches made with the view of ascer-
taining the vitality of these spores, and
from his sarcasm he must consider the
experimentalists greatly at variance re-
garding the results attained.
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Nevertheless this is not so. Foul
brood will resist boiling heat, or 100 C.
for three hours. TIf, however, the spores
are subjected to a lower heat it will take
a longer time to kill them, and if the
heat is raised above 100 their vitality is
destroyed in less time. Thus at 90 C. it
takes over 8% hours before they sucoumb,
but at 115 it requires only 2% hours to
prevent their germination. FEn passont,
I may mention that there are many other
spores of micro-organisms besides those
of foul brood that possess an equally
groat resisting power to high tempera-
tures, and many resist still greater.

It happens that 115 C. is equal to 289
F., or 124 F. above the highest tempera-
ture experienced during the past summer,

There are three different arrangements
of seales by which heat is measured,
pamely, that of Reamur, that of Fahren-
heit, and that of Celsius. They are in-
dieated by R., F., and C. respectively
when temperatures are under discussion,
Reamur divided his scale from 0 af
freezing point to 80 when water boils at
sea level. Fahreuheit’s freezing point is
at 82 above zero, and his boilwater point
scales at 212. And lastly, Celsius
divided his scale by 100 between freez-
ing and hoilwater point.

For upwards of 50 years the Centi-
grade thermometer has been adopted by
scientific writers on the continent, and
has been universally adopted by the
general public at present, replacing
Reamur’s instrument which was formerly
used. Scientific writers of England and
America mostly quote Celsius’ scale, but
for ordinary mse and in public institu-
tions the Fahrenheit thermometer is still
in vogue in the last mentioned countries
and their dependencies.

The decimal system has heen adopted
by every people except the Knglish
speaking, which still adhere to the cum-
bersome old style. When once this
conservatism is shaken off, the simpler
and more sensible way of calculating
things will greatly help to avoid the con-
fusion of ideas.

H. B., Wilmington, 8. A, Feb. 9th :—
In the North we are fixing up the bees
ready for the harvest of box honey.
The trees are yellow with buds this year.
We will get a lot of honey ifrain comes.
We have got up to 56 swarms again.

VYICTORIA.

O Tur BrexeeriNG FraTeRNITY,—Friends,
T am still breeding and selling choice
Ttalian queens. In fact I am devoting most of
my time to this branch now. Having sold my
dairy herd I intend making queen breeding a
specialty. I import fresh breeding queens
every season and from different places, so as
not to inbreed (a great factor, I tnink, in pre-
venting foul brood.) My bees have averaged
me over a cwt. surplus honey each colony past
12 seasons (summer count.)

Prices as follows.  Satisfaction and safe

arrival guaranteed.

One Three Five
Untested— 5/-3 13/- ; 90/~
Tested— 8/-: 22/6 ; 36/-

Select Tested— 15/- ; 40/- ; 60/ }
Extra Select Tested, the very best, 25/- each. ‘
L

JAMES McFARLANE,
LYNDHURST, VICTORIA.
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[NCUBATORS, BROODERS, BEEHIVES .-
Beekeepers’s Supplies. i3

Best Material ; Excellent Workmanship; j
Lowest Prices; Perfect in operation. \
Send for Catalogue (state which is wanted). g
L T

“The American Beekeeper,”

A Monthly, Established 11 years. 3s. post paid.
Send P.O. Money Order.

A

ADDRESS—

The W. T, Falconer Manufacturing Co,

JAMESTOWN, N.Y., U.S.A.
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