Y / { { A

LIBRARIES

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Lithuania: land of sorrow and misery.
[1914-1918]

Chicago: Chicago Central Committee for the Relief of the
Lithuanian War Sufferers, [1914-1918]

https://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/V7GQN426ZVX3V9B

This material may be protected by copyright law (e.g., Title 17, US Code).

For information on re-use see:
http://digital.library.wisc.edu/1711.dl/Copyright

The libraries provide public access to a wide range of material, including online exhibits, digitized
collections, archival finding aids, our catalog, online articles, and a growing range of materials in many
media.

When possible, we provide rights information in catalog records, finding aids, and other metadata that
accompanies collections or items. However, it is always the user's obligation to evaluate copyright and
rights issues in light of their own use.

728 State Street | Madison, Wisconsin 53706 | library.wisc.edu



Lithuania
Land of Sorrow
and Misery




No nation today is suffering as great misery,
as great want, as great destitution as the
Lithuanian.

Nowhere has the present European cataclysm
left such rampant desolation, such untold
distress, such severe calamity.

About four million of Lithuanians, the old-
est and purest Aryan race, dwelling along
the shores of the Baltic sea, from Memel, in
Prussia, to Riga in Russia—and from the
Baltic eastward to Vilna, their old historic
capital, are practically without shelter, food,
and the most primitive necessities.

The greater number of the Lithuanian cities
and villages are razed. Sections where once
rich fields and prosperous farms were sup-
porting a peaceful and industrious Lithuanian
nation—are today a mass of ruin and desola-
tion.

Although neutral and absolutely unguilty
Lithuania has borne and is bearing the
heaviest burden in the fearful struggle of
two giant nations. Her men have unwillingly
been forced into both the German and Rus-
sian armies.

The first shot of the war was fired in Shir-
vinta, Lithuania. It was in Lithuania that
the German field marshall, von Hindenburg,
struck the heaviest blow upon the Russians.
Vast Russian and German armies have
crossed and recrossed Lithuania four times,
fiercely struggling with each other requisi-
tioning, destroying and devastating the entire
country.

Practically all children up to five years are
dead from lack of food and care.

The starving population which is left is being
fearfully decimated by disease and epidemic.



Urgent help is needed to save the
remainder of the Lithuanians.

The Russian and German governments for
the purpose of assimilation have so jealously
kept Lithuania in the background that the
country has neither appeared in print nor
on maps.

That is why Lithuania is known so little and
why Lithuanians are being taken for Ger-
mans, Russians or Poles, although they do
not belong either to the Slavic nor German
race, but constitute a distinct Baltic race,
different in language and customs.

Up to the present time none have extended
a helping hand toward desolated Lithuania,
while unfortunate Belgium, Poland, and
other nations have been succored.

President Wilson has set aside November 1,
1916, as ‘“Lithuanian Day’, and the council
of the “city of Chicago for that date has
issued a permit for “Tag Day’ to be devoted
to the solicitation of contributions for the
Lithuanian war sufferers.

In her agony, hungry and destitute Lith-
uania appeals to peaceful and generous
America.

Will you not extend to your less fortunate
brother across the sea American sympathy,
American courage and American appreci-
ation of his distress?

Checks should be made payable to The Cen-
tral Committee for the Relief of the Lithuan-
jan War Sufferers, and forwarded to the
State Bank of Chicago, Depositary for the
funds collected in and around Chicago.

All contributions will be forwarded at once

to Lithuania through the American Red
Cross Society, Washington, D. C.
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