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HENRY E. ROTH. 

Henry E. Roth, a master mason by trade, who was born in Germany and 
came to America in 1850, was for many years a well known and respected 
business man of Sheboygan and the founder of the extensive lime works of 
the Sheboygan Lime Company. His birth occurred April 18, 1824, in Arnstadt, 
Thuringen, Germany. 

In the excellent schools of the fatherland Henry E. Roth received a liberal 
education and some years before attaining his majority he started to learn the 
mason’s trade, in which he served an apprenticeship of three years. After the 
completion of his apprenticeship he determined to become a master mason and, 
complying with the requirements in Germany, he traveled about the country 
for three years, gaining valuable experience while engaged in the construction 
of various important public and private buildings. He served for two years 
in the German army and after completing his military service he worked in 
many parts of Germany and assisted in the erection of the magnificent castle 
of the grand duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin at Schwerin. 

Being of a progressive nature and becoming convinced that the new world 
would afford him better opportunity for business and profit, in 1850 Mr. Roth 
emigrated to the United States, settling first in Buffalo, New York, where he 
followed his trade for a year. He then went to New Orleans, Louisiana, 
where he remained for a short time and in 1852 came to Sheboygan, where 
he settled and began active business. Early in his career in Sheboygan he en- 
tered into partnership with Frank Schwartz. The firm did a general contract- 
ing and building business and during the time they were together erected many 
of the more pretentious buildings of Sheboygan, which were built in those early 
days. One such building was the Judge Taylor residence, which is an old relic 
of Sheboygan still in existence but now a part of the Insane Asylum. In 1854 
they built the second ward school and numerous other well known buildings of 
that period. While hunting game one day, in 1854, Mr. Roth discovered lime 
rock in the vicinity of Sheboygan and shortly afterward purchased ten acres 
of ground on which this stone was found. This was the beginning of the now 
extensive works of the Sheboygan Lime Company, which has added to its 
landed holdings some forty-five acres since the original purchase. This busi- 
ness, beginning in a small way, was developed until the concern shipped its 

product to various points on the Great Lakes, maintaining a branch house in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and transacted a large business, employing a number 
of men. In the earlier days of Mr. Roth’s lime-manufacturing interests he 
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did not give his entire attention to that business but followed building as well. 
While constructing the Otten building he met with a serious accident which 
so disabled him that he gave up building and contracting and became engaged 
in the mercantile business, which he followed for three years. He then sold 
his mercantile establishment and thereafter until the time of his death, in 1887, 
he gave his entire attention to his lime quarries. The business from this time 
was developed more rapidly than before and the products of the quarry and 
kiln were shipped to all parts of the central states, and through the branch 
house in Minneapolis a large business was done in the northwest. 

By his first marriage Mr. Roth became the father of four children, three 
of whom are living. Louisa H., who is the widow of Fred Brand, of Chicago, 
Illinois, is. the mother of three children. Henry J., who is a machinist of 
Chicago, is married and has two children. Adolph, who completes the family, 
is engaged in the awning business. He is married and has six children. Mr. 
Roth’s first wife died in 1859 and in the following year he wedded Miss Emilie 
Henrietta Kanitz and they became the parents of nine children, seven of whom 
are now living: Emilie, who married Theodore Fleicher, manager of the She- 
boygan Lime Company, by whom she has one daughter; Louis, a plumber of 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, who is married and has four children; William and Caro- 
line, who reside at home; Herman, deceased, who was formerly manager of 
the lime works; Hedwig, who is the wife of Fred Geussenhainer and the 
mother of four children; Antonio, who married William Kowalke, a commer- 
cial traveler, by whom she has two children; Elfrieda, at home, who is secretary 
of the lime company; and Oscar, who died in infancy. 

Mr. Roth throughout his lifetime was a patriotic, public-spirited man, who 
devoted a liberal amount of his time to public affairs. He served for two terms as 
city treasurer of Sheboygan and was alderman from the eighth ward, which has 
now been reorganized and is known as the third ward. He also served as su- 
pervisor and helped to organize a rifle company in 1853, of which company he 
later became captain. His passing, in 1887, marked the close of a useful and 
honorable career and the close of a life’s work during which had been accom- 
plished a great deal of valuable service to the city and community of Sheboygan. 
Greatly respected during his lifetime, his memory is held in reverence and in 
history he will be known as one of the most progressive, active, useful and hon- 
orable citizens of Sheboygan. The widow, Henrietta Roth, who survives and 
who throughout her deceased husband’s career was his able helpmate, is still 
living in Sheboygan and is the president of the Sheboygari Lime Company. 

JOHN BAUERNFEIND. 

John Bauernfeind, to whom belongs the credit of having been the organizer 
of the Sheboygan Falls Mutual Fire Insurance Company, of which he is at 
present the general manager, needs no introduction to the people of this county. 
His birth occurred in the township of Granville, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, 
on the 14th of October, 1850, his parents being John George and Catharine 
(Sontag) Bauernfeind, both of whom were natives of Germany. They em-
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The youngest member of his family, August Scheibe was only a lad of eleven 
years when he accompanied his people to America. In the public schools of 
this country he completed the education that had been begun in Germany, after 
which he learned the harness maker’s trade. He worked at this until the 11th 
of September, 1861, when he enlisted in Company A, Ninth Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. His regiment was recruited at Sheboygan and immediately went 
into action, remaining at the front until 1864. He was in every engagement in 
which his regiment participated including the battle at Prairie Grove and Saline 
River. When mustered out he returned to Plymouth and resumed the duties 
of civil life, as a harness maker, being engaged in business with his brother 
Robert until 1867. In the latter year he opened a shop of his own on Caroline 
and Main streets, and as he was a skilled workman, trustworthy and reliable in 
his business transactions, and employed only the best of material in the execution 
of his orders, he rapidly built up a good trade. He was thrifty and enterprising 
and in 1873 he erected a substantial brick building on Mill and Smith streets, 
where he has ever since been located. 

On the rst of April, 1866, Mr. Scheibe was united in marriage to Miss Annie 
Nather, also a native of Germany, and a daughter of Mrs. Rosa Nather. The 
father died in Saxony and in 1848 the mother emigrated to the United States 
with her family, first settling in Sheboygan, whence she later removed to Ply- . 
mouth. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Scheibe, as follows: Clara, the 
wife of O. H. Watson, a traveling salesman of Plymouth; Meta, who is keep- 
ing house for her father; Etma, who married Clark W. Jackson, who is men- 
tioned elsewhere in this work; Oscar A., vice president of the Exchange Bank 
of Plymouth; Lillie, who makés her home in Chicago; Irma, the wife of R. D. 
Burke, proprietor of the Hotel Laack; and Roma, who died at the age of twenty- 
one years. The mother is also deceased, having passed away on the 19th of 
March, 1910. : 

The family all affiliate with the Episcopal church with the exception of Mrs, 
Burke, who is a member of St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic church. Fra- 
ternally Mr. Scheibe is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
he also belongs to H. P. Davidson Post, No. 212, G. A. R. In his political views 
he is independent, casting his ballot for such men or measures as he deems best 
qualified to protect the highest interests of the people. He is public-spirited and 
Progressive in matters of citizenship and was one of the first members of the 
town council. Mr. Scheibe is a well known figure on the streets of Plymouth, 
where he has hosts of friends whose regard he has won by reason of his many 
sterling qualities the worth and endurance of which have been thoroughly tested 
through the long years of his residence in the town. 

JOHN KROEFF. 

John Kroeff, who for more than forty years was actively engaged in the 
operation of a cooper shop in Sheboygan but is now living retired, was born in 
Germany, on the 8th of November, 1830. He is a son of John and Kate (Jer- 
gen) Kroeff, who passed their entire lives in Germany, where the father fol- 
lowed the slate-roofing trade.
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Reared in a home of comfortable circumstances John Kroeff obtained his 

early education in the Catholic parochial schools, following which he attended 
a seminary for two years. At the expiration of that time he laid aside his text- 
books and learned the slater’s trade, which he followed until he was twenty- 
two years of age. Feeling dissatisfied with conditions as he found them in his 
native land, he decided to come to America where he had been told many ex- 
cellent opportunities awaited enterprising and ambitious young men. His father 
refusing to provide him with the means necessary to defray the expense of the 
journey he worked for his passage from Holland to New York city. Upon his 
arrival in the American metropolis his capital consisted of two dollars, but in 

a few hours he was robbed of this and was left penniless in a strange land. This 
experience tended to shorten his stay in the city and the next day he obtained 

employment on a ship bound for Chicago. Being unfamiliar with the customs 
and language of the country it was necessary for him to accept any employment 
that afforded him the means of earning a livelihood, so he obtained temporary 

work at the docks of one of the Chicago transportation companies loading boats. 
Later he entered a cooper shop, where he learned the trade, remaining in the 

service of the company for two years. He next entered into a contract with a 
man in Chicago to go to Mackinac island and make fish barrels. He remained 

there for about a year, and in the spring came to Sheboygan. Together with a 
friend he bought some lots on Michigan street and erected a cooper shop, that 
they operated for three years. Mr. Kroeff then disposed of his interest in the 
business to his nephew and bought some lots on the corner of Twelfth and Su- 

perior streets and established a shop that he conducted for over forty-two years. 

He met with very good success and built up an excellent trade, employing on 
an average from eight to ten men. About twelve years ago, having reached the 
age of more than seventy years, he disposed of his factory and withdrawing from 
active work has ever since lived retired. In the early days of the Civil war, in 

1861, Mr. Kroeff was drafted into the Union army, but was released from serv- 

ice because of an injury he had sustained in boyhood. 
In this city on the roth of June, 1856, Mr. Kroeff was united in marriage to 

Miss Ursula, Sommersberger, a daughter of Joseph and Mary Sommersberger, 
natives of Germany, who emigrated to the United States in 1851 and located 
on Pigeon river, this county, where they both passed away. Mrs. Kroeff is also 

deceased, her death having occurred on April 9, 1909. Nine children were 
born to Mr, and Mrs. Kroeff, as follows: Maria, who died in infancy; Maria, 

the wife of William Knauf, of Sheboygan; Anna, who married George Liebl, 

of this city; Josephine, the widow of Lawson Gage; Jennie, who became the 

wife of Charles Ullrich, also of this city; John, who is living at home with his 
father; Margaret, who is a nun in the Roman Catholic church; George, who is 
engaged in the tailoring business in Sheboygan; and Frank, who is in the coal 
and wood business at Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

Mr. Kroeff is a communicant of the Roman Catholic church, as was also his 

wife, and belongs to Holy Name parish and for more than twenty years was 
one of the directors of that church. He is also a member of the St. Boniface 
Society, which he joined when he first arrived in the city nearly sixty years ago. 
Mr. Kroeff led a life of well directed activity for many years and in addition 
to his home and other interests in the city is a stockholder in the Bank of She-
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boygan and he also owns mining property in Arizona. His political suppoit he 

now accords the democratic party but for many years he voted the republican 
ticket and for four years was alderman from the eighth ward. He is highly 
regarded in the community as a man of integrity and during the long period of 
his business career manifested those qualities that entitle him to the respect and 
esteem of all. 

JULIUS KROOS. 

Julius Kroos entered the Bank of Sheboygan when a young man in the capac- 

ity of collector on the 25th of May, 1877, and has gradually been advanced 
through intermediate positions until called to the presidency in 1905. With the 
growth and progress of the bank he has grown in the possession of all those qual- 
ities which are indispensable elements in the successful business man, and today, 

honored and respected by all, no man occupies a more enviable position in 
financial circles of this part of the state. Sheboygan numbers him among her 
native sons, his birth having occurred in this city on the 17th of March, 1857. 
His parents were William and Theressa (Winckelmeyer) Kroos. The father 
came to this city first in 1844 and remained for a year, after which he went to 
St. Louis, returning to Sheboygan in 1848, having in the meantime spent two 
years in Chicago. In the early days he walked from Sheboygan to Milwaukee 
for the mail. Following his removal to Chicago he entered business on his own 
account by establishing a small hotel on Water street. The city was then in 
its embryonic condition and with its hotel interests Mr. Kroos was connected 
for two years. In 1848, however, he came again to Sheboygan and bought land 
on what is now the north side of the city. It was then an unimproved tract, 
however, but today is nearly all covered with buildings. Subsequently he en- 
gaged in the grain trade in which he continued until about 1888, meeting with 
substantial success that enabled him then to put aside further business cares, 
his competence being substantial to supply him with all of the necessities and 
many of the comforts of life. He was the first to introduce green peas in She- 
boygan county and he has been otherwise connected with “first events’ here. 
He still remains an honored and valued resident of this city at the age of ninety- 
four years, and his wife has reached the age of seventy-nine years. 

Julius Kroos was reared in Sheboygan where he attended the local parochial 
schools, while later he pursued a course in the Spencerian Business College at 
Milwaukee. He then returned and on the 25th of May, 1877, entered the Bank 
of Sheboygan as collector. He proved capable and faithful and made it his 
object to master any task or duty assigned him. His willingness and capaoility 
led to his continued promotion and thus he worked his way upward through 

the different departments, serving successfully as bookkeeper, assistant cashier 
and cashier, and in 1905 he was elected to the presidency to succeed George 
End, deceased, who had been the president from 1880. He maintains the safe, 
conservative policy upon which the bank was founded, yet does not allow this 
to obstruct that progressiveness which must be a feature of every successful 
business in this age of mammoth business activity. The bank is today one of
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the strongest financial concerns of the state and occupies one of the finest 
bank buildings in Wisconsin. It is known as the Marble Front Bank, the en- 
tire front being constructed of Georgia marble with two gigantic monolithic 
marble pillars. 

In 1880 Mr. Kroos was united in marriage to Miss Bertha Hoppe, a daughter 
of Fred Hoppe, and a sister of H. C. Hoppe, who is now sheriff of Sheboygan 

county. Mr. and Mrs. Kroos are members of the Lutheran church and are very 
prominent socially, their own beautiful home being highly attractive by reason 
of its warm-hearted hospitality. A lifelong resident of Sheboygan, Mr. Kroos 
is indeed well known here and his prominence and prosperity are well merited 
for individual effort and ability have constituted the foundation upon which 
he has builded his success. 

THEODORE DIECKMANN. 

For fifty-four years Theodore Dieckmann has been a resident of Sheboygan 
and his life history has become closely interwoven with the record of develop- 
ment and progress here. He is now serving as mayor of the city and at the close 
of his present term his incumbency in the office will have covered eight years, 

during which period he has thus far carefully directed the municipal interests, 
seeking ever the welfare and upbuilding of his city, avoiding useless expendi- 
ture yet never practicing retrenchment to the extent of blocking public progress. 

He is also prominently known as a jeweler, in which business he has long 
continued. 

Mr. Dieckmann is a native of New York city, born November 6, 1853, and 

was therefore only five years of age when brought to Sheboygan by his par- 
ents, Gerhard and Henrietta (Merten) Dieckmann, at which time the father 
entered the retail dry-goods business, in which he continued for many years. 
At length, however, he retired with a comfortable competence and spent his 

last days in the enjoyment of a well earned rest. He died in 1886 and was long 
survived by his wife, who passed away November 15, 1910, when nearly eighty 
years of age. r 

Theodore Dieckmann was a pupil in the public and high schools of Sheboy- 
gan and from the age of nineteen years has been continuously connected with 
the jewelry trade, engaging in business on his own account as a jeweler when 
twenty-two years of age. Thus for a period of thirty-seven years he has con- 
ducted his store in Sheboygan and at all times has maintained a first-class es- 
tablishment, carrying a large and well selected line of goods, tastefully arranged 
and displayed. No vaulting ambition has actuated him in his business life; he 
has sought success along the legitimate lines of trade, desiring a reasonable 
profit and ever recognizing the fact that satisfied patrons are the best 
advertisement. 

It was the sterling qualities that Mr. Dieckmann displayed as a business man 
that led to his selection for public office by people who desired that they should 
be represented by one who could be relied upon to serve the interests of the 
public in a practical, progressive manner. In 1891 he was elected a member of
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the city council. In 1893 he was called to represent his district in the state 
legislature and resigned from the council. After his term as legislator expired 

he was again elected to the city council and served in all about ten years. His 
long term as an alderman naturally acquainted him thoroughly with the work 
which devolves upon the mayor and that he has made a most creditable record 

in this position is indicated by the fact of his reelection, which has now con- 

tinued him in office for seven years. He has always been a stanch advocate of 
democratic principles and yet he never places partisanship before patriotism or 
the welfare of democracy before the interests of the American people at large. 

In 1878 Mr. Dieckmann was married to Miss Mary Oberreich, of Sheboygan, 
a daughter of Charles Oberreich, who came to this city in 1850 and was here en- 
gaged in business. He became widely and favorably known all over the county 

where he continued to reside until called to his final rest, in 1887. In the fam- 

ily of Mr. and Mrs. Dieckmann are four children, namely: Etta, the wife of 

Oscar Wolters, an attorney of Sheboygan; Laura, who married Louis Jacobsen, 

of Los Angeles; and Theodore, Jr., and Lenore, both at home. Mr. and Mrs. 

Dieckmann are members of the German Reformed church and fraternally he is 
connected with the Royal Arcanum and the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks. He needs no introduction to the citizens of Sheboygan county. He has a 
very wide acquaintance in this part of the state and no other commentary on his 
life record need be made than the fact that he is most highly respected where 
best known. He is always approachable and genial, always reliable and enter- 
prising, and he works for public progress with the same spirit of energy and 

determination that he displays in connection with his private business affairs. 

WILLIAM F. SCHMITT. 

William F. Schmitt, the proprietor of one of the finest liveries in the city 
of Sheboygan, his place of business being on Centre avenue, was born in She- 

boygan county, Wisconsin, September 17, 1866, the son of Joseph and Dora 
(Luecke) Schmitt. The father was a native of Saxony and the mother was 

also a native of Germany. The father emigrated to America in 1857, settling 
in New York and marrying Miss Margrof, who became the mother of five chil- 
dren. She passed away about 1864 and in 1865 Joseph Schmitt married Miss 

Dora Luecke and to them were born twelve children, of whom the subject of 
this sketch is the eldest. The father was by trade a painter and followed this 

occupation in New York until 1860, when he came to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and 
established himself in the painting business here. He remained connected with 

the painting and decorating business in this city until his death, which occurred 
in 1911, the mother having passed away six months earlier in the same year. 

William F,. Schmitt was reared and educated in Sheboygan. His first busi- 

ness venture on his own account, he previously having assisted his father in 

various ways, was in the harness business and for ten years he conducted a 
harness shop on Eighth street. He then engaged in the livery business and his 
establishment on Centre avenue is one of the finest in the city. He conducts his
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business along up-to-date lines and the service which he renders is entirely sat- 
isfactory to his large and constantly growing patronage. 

In 1891 Mr. Schmitt married Miss Lena Schuette, a daughter of Henry 

Schuette, a farmer of Mosel township, this county, and to their union three 

children have been born, Florence, Leona and William, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Schmitt has extensive fraternal connections, belonging to the Eagles, the 
Elks, the Odd Fellows, the Woodmen, the Royal Arcanum, the Knights of 

Pythias, the Equitable Fraternal Union, the Concordia and the Turners. He is 

a member of the Congregational church, where his family are regular attendants 

and liberal supporters both by their influence and material aid. In the prime 

of life and in the midst of a successful business career, Mr. Schmitt has become 

one of the more prominent citizens and business men of his native city and he 
has an extensive acquaintance, enjoying an excellent reputation as a business 
man of strict integrity and capability. The service which he renders his patrons 

is of a high quality and he is noted for the promptness with which he attends 
to all business entrusted to him. The Schmitt family has long been prominent 
in Sheboygan’s social, fraternal and church circles and Mr. Schmitt is every- 

where regarded as one of the most valuable of Sheboygan’s citizens. 

WILLIAM TROWBRIDGE. 

Numbered with the successful farmers, mill men and merchants of Sheboy- 
gan county and a man whose life of industry and economy have made it possible 
for him to retire and surround himself in his declining years with all the com- 
forts and many of the luxuries of life is William Trowbridge, who is living in 
Plymouth in his own comfortable home. He was born in Mitchell township, 
Sheboygan county, December 29, 1849, the son of Benjamin and Charity (Roun- 
sevell) Trowbridge, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. The 
mother was born March 22, 1813, in Caroline, Tompkins county, New York, 

and there the parents were married on the 6th of June, 1841. The father had a 

few years before his marriage settled in Sheboygan county and immediately 
after the wedding brought his bride to Wisconsin, and established a home in 
Sheboygan Falls and later in Mitchell township. They were the parents of four 
children. Charles, the second son, was killed in the Civil war, and Lewis also 

served in the same war. Jane, deceased, was the wife of William Smith. 

William Trowbridge was educated in the common schools of Sheboygan 
county and after laying aside his text-books, at the age of seventeen years, was 
employed in a sawmill near Mitchell. After working as an employe for three 
years he purchased the mill and operated the same for twenty-five years. At 
the end of that period he removed to Plymouth, where he has since made his 
home. After residing there for a time he became interested in a hardware com- 

pany, with which he remained for four years, when he retired. He is president 
of the Parlor Frame Manufacturing Company and gives that business such at- 
tention as is necessary. 

Mr. Trowbridge was married in July, 1878, to Miss Martha Harmon and to’ 
this union has been born a daughter, Ella, who is now the wife of Charles H.
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Humphrey, of Scott township. The mother passed away in March, 1880, and 
the father afterward married Emmeline Burlingame, who passed away about 

six years later. Mr, Trowbridge was married a third time, choosing for his 
helpmate and companion in life Miss Nora Rounsevell. To them five children 

have been born, Theo Jane, William, Olive, Mary and Philip Thomas. 
In his political faith Mr. Trowbridge is a republican. He is one of the most 

respected citizens of Plymouth and is not only well known in that city but has 
an extended acquaintance throughout Sheboygan county. During the more 
active years of his business life he came in contact through his industrial opera- 

tions with a large number of the better class of citizens of Sheboygan county 

and among his old customers he still has a large number of close personal 

friends who, in common with the entire community, hold him in the highest 
esteem. 

N. J. SCHAFER. 

N. J. Schafer has been president of the Farmers & Merchants Bank since its in- 
corporation in 1905. He has also served as president of the Sheboygan First Mort- 

gage, Loan & Investment Company since it was established and he figures promi- 

nently in financial circles throughout the northern part of the Mississippi val- 

ley, having been president since its organization of the Security Bank of Ottertail, 
Minnesota. Long experience and careful study have made him thoroughly fa- 

miliar with every phase of the banking business and throughout his connection 
therewith he has borne an unsullied reputation as one who is at all times and 

under all circumstances to be depended upon. He was born in Genesee county, 
New York, October 11, 1853, and in his childhood was taken to Minnesota, his 

father, Philip Schafer, settling on a farm near Owatonna. That farm became the 
place on which his boyhood and youth were passed and with its development and 
improvement he was closely and actively associated. He received his education 
in the schools of Red Wing and Geneva, Minnesota, but, not desiring to make ag- 
ricultural pursuits his life work, he left home when a young lad and entered the 
packing business. He gradually worked his way upward until he became presi- 
dent of the Security State Bank of Owatonna, Minnesota, and was the 

first president of that institution. Its success is due to his enterprise and 

intelligently directed efforts, reminding one of the statement of Emerson 
that “an institution is no more than the lengthened shadow of one man.” In 
1905 Mr. Schafer directed his activities to banking interests in Sheboygan and in 
that year became one of the organizers and the president of the Farmers & Mer- 
chants Bank, which occupies an attractive home—a two-story brick structure with 
stone trimmings, situated at the corner of North Eighth street and Michigan 
avenue. The bank is splendidly equipped for the conduct of the business and has 

taken its place with the safe, reliable financial institutions of this part of the state. 
Upon his removal to Sheboygan he sold his interest in the Security Bank of Owa- 

tonna. Mr. Schafer is also president of the Sheboygan First Mortgage, Loan & 
Investment Company and has directed its interests as its president from the be- 

ginning. The officers associated with Mr. Schafer in the Farmers & Merchants
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Bank are: Charles Hanf, vice president, and O. C. Neumeister, cashier. Another 

company of which Mr. Schafer stands at the head as president is the Myra Land 
Company of. North Dakota, the other officers of which are as follows: Peter 

Kwekebone, vice president; Otto Jung, treasurer, and Benjamin Benfey, sec- 
retary. 

The interests of Mr. Schafer have not been restricted to his personal business 
affairs, for he has held state and municipal political offices and has made an hon- 

orable record in every position to which he has been called by the vote of the 
people. While a resident of Milbank, South Dakota, he was elected a member of 
the territorial legislature of Dakota in 1882, the year in which the capital was 
removed from Yankton to Bismarck. Later on, in 1895, while he was a resident 
of Owatonna, Minnesota, he served as mayor of that city. Mr. Schafer is prom- 

inent in Masonry, having attained the Knight Templar degree of the York Rite 

and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, while with the Nobles of the 

Mystic Shrine he has crossed the sands of the desert. He became a Master 
Mason, May 29, 1878, in Star in East Lodge, No. 33, Owatonna, Minnesota ; 

junior warden in Lake View Lodge, U. D., Ortonville, Minnesota, in 1879; affil- 

iated with Owatonna Chapter, No. 15, R. A. M., January 2, 1880; was appointed 
scribe in Frontier Chapter, Ortonville, in 1880; joined Cyrene Commandery, No. 

9, K. T., of Owatonna, Minnesota, November 22, 1880; became senior deacon in 

Milbank Lodge, Milbank, South Dakota, April 16, 1881; was elected senior war- 

den in Milbank Lodge, November 12, 1881 ; became master in Star in East Lodge, 

December 23, 1885; high priest in Owatonna Chapter, December 17, 1897; emi- 

nent commander in Cyrene Commandery, No. 9, in March, 1901; eminent com- 
mander in Sheboygan Commandery, October 9, 1907, and reelected December 12, 

1907. He is always a loyal adherent of the teachings and principles of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity and exemplifies in his life the beneficent spirit of the craft. 

RICHARD BREHM. 

Among the many extensive owners of farm lands in this section who have 

done so much to develop the natural resources of the state and to contribute to 

its growth and prosperity by the cultivation of its soil is Richard Brehm, now 
engaged in the development of a one hundred and sixty acre farm in Wilson town- 
ship. He is a native of this section, where he was born September 17, 1872. 
His father was Jacob Brehm, of whom more extended mention is made on 
another page in this work. 

Richard Brehm received his early education in the district schools of Wilson 
township and this was later supplemented by a course in the Sheboygan Busi- 

ness College. After he was graduated from this institution he returned to the. 
home farm and worked for his father until he was twenty-three years of age. 
This experience was found to be invaluable to him in his later agricultural 
career. He gained a practical working knowledge of the details in the life, 

became acquainted with many of the emergencies which are constantly occurring 
on a large farm and grew to know the value of energy and resource as a factor 
in farm development. In 1895 by great thrift he had succeeded in saving enough



20 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

money to buy land of his own. He purchased one hundred and sixty acres in 
Wilson township and upon this farm he is now residing. The land was in an 
undeveloped condition at the time of his purchase and its present modern equip- 
ment and many barns and outbuildings are due entirely to his work and energy. 

There were no buildings whatever upon the farm when it came into his posses- 

sion. He erected a house, built outbuildings for the protection of grain and 

stock, established a dairy and installed modern, labor-saving farm machinery. His 
property is known as one of the most ably conducted, model farms in the county. 

He gives special attention to his dairy, keeping for this purpose twenty-eight 
head of graded Holstein stock. Mr. Brehm has proved himself an able and 
practical farmer and has been successful in the line of life in which he chose 

to engage. 

In Wilson township on March 7, 1896, Mr. Brehm was united in marriage 
to Miss Anna Biederwolf, a daughter of Valentine Biederwolf, of Ozaukee 

county, Wisconsin, and they became the parents of two children, Elmer, aged 

fourteen, and Sadie, aged nine, both living at home. Mr. Brehm is a stanch 

democrat and a firm believer in the principles and policies for which this party 

stands. He is prominent in various lines of activity in his native township and 
is a member of the American Equity Society. He gives the greater part of 
his time to the carrying on of his agricultural affairs and by his energy and hard 
work has transformed an unimproved tract of land into a model and up-to- 

date farm. 

EDWIN KOELLMER. 

Almost as soon as his school days were over Edwin Koellmer became con- 
nected with the office of register of deeds in which he occupied clerical posi- 

tions until elected to the office in the fall of r910. He took up the duties thereof 
on the 2d of January the following year, his various experiences well qualifying 

him for the responsibilities that now devolve upon him. He is one of Sheboy- 

gan county’s native sons, his birth having occurred in the town of Mosel, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1881, his parents being Frank and Emma (Wippermann) Koellmer, 
who are still living in Mosel. The father was for many years engaged in farm- 
ing but is now retired. As the name indicates, he comes of German ancestry 
and was born in the fatherland in 1851. He is a son of Fred Koellmer who in 

1854 bid adieu to friends and native country and with his family set out for the 
new world. He did not tarry on the Atlantic coast but proceeded into the in- 
terior and settled on a farm near Mosel, becoming one of the prominent and in- 
fluential agriculturists of that district in which he continued to reside until 
called to his final rest. His son, Frank Koellmer, was reared in the town of 

Mosel and also became a leading farmer of the county. 
The boyhood and youth of Edwin Koellmer were divided between the ac- 

quirement of an education and the work of the fields for as soon as old enough 
to handle a plow he began assisting his father in the cultivation of the crops. He 
supplemented his public-school education acquired in the rural districts by a 
general commercial course in the business college of Sheboygan. Following
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his graduation from that institution he accepted a position as clerk in the office 
of register of deeds at Sheboygan and has here remained for fourteen years. 
His long service in a clerical capacity made him acquainted with the duties of 
the office and well prepared him for the responsibilities that have devolved upon 
him since his election as successor of L. G. Cornelius. 

In 1904 Mr. Koellmer was married to Miss Margaret Knuth, of Sheboygan, 
a daughter of Henry Knuth, and they have two children, Florence and Margaret. 
They have an extended acquaintance socially, and the warm regard of those 
who know them is freely given them. Mr. Koellmer is at all times approachable 
and genial, courteous and obliging, and his attractive qualities have made him 
popular with his fellow citizens. 

HUGO F. REINHOLD. 

Hugo F. Reinhold, senior partner in the firm of Reinhold & Meyer, dealers 
in general hardware and dairy supplies, has been a resident of Plymouth for 
eighteen years, and during the greater part of that time he has been actively en- 
gaged in business. He was born in Germany on the 29th of April, 1865, and is 
a son of Edward Reinhold, also a native of Germany. The father emigrated to 
the United States in 1864 and the next year he returned to the old country for his 
wife and family. When he came back he and his family located on a farm in 
Washington county, and for eleven years thereafter he energetically applied him- 
self to the cultivation and improvement of this place. At the end of that time 
he removed to Hartford, this state, going from there to Horicon, but he is now 
living retired in Fond du Lac. Mr. Reinhold was twice married. To him and 
his first wife, the mother of our subject, there were born three children, all of 
whom are living, and of the second marriage there were born six. 

Hugo F. Reinhold, who was only an infant when brought to the United States 
by his parents, obtained his education in the public schools of the various towns 
in Wisconsin where the family resided. After mastering the common branches 
he laid aside his text-books and for two years thereafter worked on a farm. 
He next apprenticed himself to a tinsmith at Hartford, following this occupation 
for three years. At the end of that time he went to Fond du Lac, settling in 
Glenbeulah, this state, the next year. He remained there for five years, then 
returned to Fond du Lac for a year, whence he again went to Glenbeulah. His 
residence in the latter place covered three years this time, during two of which 
he worked at his trade and the other year he engaged in the sawmill business. 
From there he went to Madison and took up the tinner’s trade, but subsequently 
withdrew from this and identified himself with the dry-goods business in Glen- 
beulah for a year. In 1894 he came to Plymouth to take a position as tinsmith 
with Mr. Shorer, the hardware dealer. Two years later he disposed of his store 
to a Mr. Miller, who conducted it for a year, then sold it to Mr. Leader. Mr. 
Reinhold continued to be identified with the enterprise during the various’changes 
in management until two years after Mr. Leader became the proprietor, when he 
resigned his position. In 1901, he engaged in business for himself with a small 
line of shelf and heavy hardware and dairy supplies under the firm name of H. 
F. Reinhold. He was well known in the town and surrounding country and soon
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succeeded in building up a fine trade. Four years later he took Mr. Meyer into 
partnership with him, and with the extra capital thus supplied they purchased the 

property and building they now occupy, and after building an addition to their 
store increased their stock. They now have a fine line of general hardware and 
dairy supplies and enjoy a large and constantly increasing patronage. Mr, Rein- 
hold has prospered in a most gratifying manner and in addition to his interest in 

the store is a stockholder in the Swartz Manufacturing Company. 

In 1888, at Plymouth, Wisconsin, Mr. Reinhold was united in marriage 

to Miss Ida Muesel, a daughter of Oswell and Elizabeth Muesel, the father a 

native of Germany. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Reinhold, 
as follows: Alma B., who is at home; Walter; and Elna. 

Mr. Reinhold is a member of the Royal Arcanum and the Fraternal Union, 

while his political views accord with the principles of the democratic party, but he 
is quite liberal and frequently casts an independent ballot in municipal elections. 

He has always led a very energetic life and justly merits the prosperity that is 

now attending his efforts. 

CARL ZILLIER. 

Carl Zillier was born at Halberstadt, Germany, on the 18th of April, 1838, 

and was eleven years of age when his parents emigrated from that land, making 

their way direct to the then small village of Sheboygan. They soon settled on a 
farm a short distance from the village and Carl Zillier spent his youth in the 
work of the fields and in the acquirement of an education. After leaving school 
he was for a short time engaged as clerk in a store at Sheboygan Falls, but 
this occupation did not satisfy him, as his inclination had always been toward 

the printing trade. In his desire to enter that field, however, he was opposed by 

his parents and it was some time later before he had the opportunity of carrying 

out his cherished plan. Leaving home in the fall of 1853, he went to Illinois and 
eventually reached Carlinville, where he entered the office of the Macoupin 
Statesman as a full-fledged printer’s devil—his sole ambition being thus satisfied, 
for he believed it to be the first step in the direction of the goal which was before 
him. When the foreman of that office, in the summer of 1854, went to Peters- 

burg, the county seat of Menard county, Illinois, to establish a weekly, Mr. 

Zillier accompanied him and assisted in getting out the first paper ever published 
in that county. He remained there for nearly a year and then returned to 

Sheboygan. He was but nineteen years of age when in 1857 he purchased the 
press and type of the Wisconsin Republikaner and established the National 
Demokrat, with the publication of which he is still connected. He has ever given 
to the public a progressive journal, devoted largely to the interests of the city 

and surrounding country. Its position concerning any project of practical value 
for the improvement and upbuilding of the district has never been an equivocal 
one. The Demokrat has ever stood for advancement and has been an influencing 
force for the benefit of city and county for many years. 

Aside from his work in journalistic fields Mr. Zillier has been prominent in 
political circles, holding the office of city clerk and later that of city comptroller. 

He was elected a member of the lower house of the state legislature in 1862 and
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became the youngest member of that body when the session convened in 1863. 
He was re-elected and served through the session of 1864 and was again chosen 

to office in 1870, when elected county clerk, in which position he continued for 

six years. In 1877 he was elected supervisor and was chosen chairman of the 
county board, acting in that capacity for seven years, or until his retirement 
from the board in 1884. Three years later he was again chosen its chairman 
and filled the position most acceptably and creditably during eight consecutive 
sessions. No higher testimonial of his worth and ability in the office can be 
given than the fact that he was again and again chosen to the position. He was 

once more elected supervisor in 1905 and 1906 he had the honor of occupying 
a seat on the floor, which position he says he enjoyed more than that formerly 

held by him. He was ever an active working member of the body and his labors 
were productive of practical results of far-reaching benefit. He served as a dele- 
gate in the Democratic national convention held in Chicago in 1884, when the 
nomination was given Grover Cleveland, of whom he was an ardent supporter and 
admirer. In 1886 he was appointed to the position of postmaster, which he con- 
tinued to fill until January, 1891, and during that term free delivery was estab- 
lished in the city, Again he was appointed in 1895 and held the office until 
March, 1899, being the first postmaster occupying the new government building. 
At this writing he is president of the board of trustees of the county insane 
asylum and also president of the board of directors of the public library. 

In 1859 Mr. Zillier was married and in 1909 he and his wife celebrated their 
golden wedding. Eight of the nine children born unto them are still living, six 
of the number are married and there are now eleven grandchildren. 

While Mr. Zillier has passed the seventy-fourth milestone on life’s 
journey, he is still a most active, energetic man, whose labors count for much 
in the work of general progress and improvement. His entire life has been a 
serviceable one in the district where the major portion of his time has been 
passed and even those opposed to his political policy entertain for him the warm- 
est regard and appreciation for his fidelity to principle. 

WILLIAM G. KAUFMANN. 

William G. Kaufmann is proprietor of a meat market at Sheboygan, his native 
tity. He was born December 10, 1869, and is a son of Frederick Kaufmann, - 
who in 1857 came from Germany, his native country, to America and took up his 
abode in Sheboygan county. Here he began farming and also assisted in the 
building of the Northwestern Railway. In 1864 he became proprietor of one of 
the first meat markets of Sheboygan, which he conducted for a long period and 
then retired to his farm, upon which he made his home until his death on the 17th 
of November, 1894. In early manhood he had wedded Augusta Bollmann, a 
daughter of Christian and Fredericka (Schuetzer) Bollmann. Mrs. Kaufmann 
passed away August 18, 1884. Both parents were members of the Lutheran 
church. Their children were Johanna, the wife of R. Firzloff, who is living re- 
tired in Sheboygan; Mrs. Augusta Heinecke ; Sophia, who is the wife of Christian 
Hopperd, a retired shoemaker of Sheboygan ; Fred, who is a twin brother of Mrs. 

Vol. 11.—2.
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Hopperd and was scalded to death May 11, 1867; Minnie, the wife of G. Muhl- 
man, formerly a teacher but now living retired; William, of this review; Ernest, 

who was a twin brother of William and was drowned July 3, 1881; and Otto, 

who is assistant cashier of the German Bank. 

After his school days were over William G. Kaufmann assisted his father in 
the cultivation and improvement of the home farm for four years and later spent 
three years in the lumber woods of the Lake Superior region. He returned at 
the age of twenty to Sheboygan, where he entered into partnership with Herman 
Heinecke in the conduct of a meat market under the firm style of Heinecke & 
Kaufmann. This association was maintained until the death of Mr. Heinecke, 

since which time the business has been conducted by Mr. Heinecke’s two sons 
and Mr. Kaufmann and has reached extensive and gratifying proportions. They 

are always fair in their dealings, giving correct weight and full measure, and the 

business has grown year by year. Mr. Kaufmann is also interested in several 
other enterprises of Sheboygan and is likewise a stockholder in a number of 
banks in Michigan. Some of his stock he inherited from Ernst Bollmann, who 
for years was a prominent citizen of Wisconsin, extensively connected with im- 
portant business affairs. He became largely interested in banks and at his death 
also left extensive holdings in northern Michigan mines. Moreover, he was noted 
as a gatherer of relics. He had an almost priceless collection of stones from all 
parts of the world, which according to the terms of his will were distributed 

among his heirs. 

In 1894 Mr. Kaufmann was united in marriage to Miss Minnie Grube, of 

Sheboygan, a daughter of Captain Ludwig Grube, who was the first chief of 
police of Sheboygan. He was a native of Hanover, Germany, and came with his 

parents to the United States, his father practicing veterinary surgery in Sheboy- 
gan to the time of his death in 1890. Ludwig Grube was a cooper and conducted. 

a cooperage shop, in which he employed from twenty to thirty men, continuing 

in that business for about twenty years. In 1888 he was appointed chief of police 
of Sheboygan. He married Henrietta Hildebrandt, who died at the age of 
sixty-one years, while he passed away March 10, 1912, at the age of sixty-three. 
They were the parents of eight children, including the daughter Minnie, who was 
the firstborn. Mr. and Mrs. Kaufmann now have three sons: Ernest, sixteen 

years of age, a pupil in the high school; and William and Fritz, aged respectively 
twelve and eight years and now pupils in the graded schools. Fritz was born on 
the tenth anniversary of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Kaufmann. Mr. Kauf- 
mann is a member of the Lutheran church. He takes no active part in politics, 
preferring to concentrate his energies upon his business affairs. 

ALMON LEAVENS. 

Almon Leavens, of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, has been for twelve years 
manager of the Lumsden Bandage Company of Sheboygan Falls, manufacturers 
of cheese bandages, a commodity which is shipped to cheese factories through- 
out the central states. He was born in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, Septem- 

ber 29, 1854, the son of Darius and Hulda (Bailey) Leavens, both of whom were
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natives of Vermont. The father removed with his family from Vermont to 
Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, in 1847 and on coming to the county took up the 
trade of a carpenter and joiner, a vocation which he followed until his death. 
The wife and mother survived him, passing away about ten years later. 

Almon Leavens was given a good public-school education in the schools of 

Sheboygan county, where he remained until he attained the age of seventeen 
years. Putting aside his text-books he learned the cheese-making business, a 
vocation which he followed a number of years. Twelve years ago he became 
manager for the Lumsden Bandage Company of Sheboygan Falls and has served 
in that capacity ever since. The company was established in 1887, at which 

time he was in Colorado. This company is doing a large business and under 
Mr. Leavens’ management it has been successful and the business has increased 

from year to year until the present time. 

Mr. Leavens was married in 1883 to Miss Jennie, a daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. A. J. Lumsden, and to this union three children have been born: Asher, a 
clerk in the German Bank of Sheboygan Falls; Alice, who is engaged in teach- 
ing school; and Burton, who resides at home with his parents and is attending 

high school. 

Mr. Leavens and his family are among the most highly respected and esti- 
mable people of Sheboygan Falls. Mr. Leavens is well acquainted in all circles 

throughout the county, where he is regarded with the highest respect. He is a’ 
business man of splendid capacity, having the faculty for taking care of detail, 
handling employes and turning to good account every possible business 
opportunity. 

OTTO L. TWIG. 

Mr. Twig is the/president of the Twig Shoe Company, having its factories 
and offices at No. 1003 Niagara avenue, Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He was born in 
Sheboygan, February 20, 1860, and is the son of Henry and Caroline Twig. His 
father emigrated to America from Hanover, Prussia, in the year 1856, and on 
reaching this country he established his home in Sheboygan where he now has 
his residence. Mrs. Twig, his wife, passed away in the year 191, at the age 
of seventy-nine years, and is buried in the family lot in Wildwood cemetery. 

Otto L. Twig was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 
tion in the German Lutheran parochial and public schools of Sheboygan. Hav- 
ing completed his education at the age of fourteen years and six months he en- 

gaged as an apprentice in the shoemaking business and continued to work at 
the trade until he had mastered all the details of the business. In the year 1893 
he established himself in the manufacture of shoes, employing in his initial es- 
tablishment twelve persons, all of whom were skilled workmen in the shoe man- 
ufacturing industry. He has met with gratifying success since engaging in this 
business and he now employes thirty up-to-date, competent and skilled laborers. 

The increase in his buisness has necessitated the building of additions to his 
original factory in order that his goods and workmen may be properly housed. 

Mr. Twig was united in marriage May 24, 1882, in Sheboggan, to Miss Katie 

' % 

*
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Wolff, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Wolff. Her people were among the 
early pioneers of this county, coming from Rhine Province, Germany, in the 
*50s. Mr. Wolff was a merchant at Johnsonville up to the time of his death. 

Mr. Twig is a member of the republican party, but votes independently, and is a 
member of the German Lutheran church. 

Mr. Twig’s experience in the manufacture of shoes has met with such grat- 
ifying success that his associates and business acquaintances are certain that he 
made no mistake in deciding upon making that line of business the occupation 
of his life. His goods are sold throughout the entire country and bear the stamp 
of superior stock and high-grade workmanship. Otto L. Twig is an enterpris- 

ing man, characterized by integrity and industry and always ready to lend his 
influence to the advancement of any measure designed to improve the social and 
industrial conditions surrounding his fellow citizens. 

JOHN FAHRES, Sr. 

The life of John Fahres, Sr., is a striking example of the power of in- 
dustry and determination in the development of a career. He came to this 
county practically penniless and is now recognized as one of the leading citizens 
of Sheboygan. He is active in all the various lines of activity in this city and 
his business until his retirement was one of the largest of this kind in the 
county. He is now residing at No. 1008 Huron avenue, taking a well earned 
rest after an eventful life. He was born in Hofheim, Bavaria, in 1846 and 
spent the early part of his life in that country. In 1871, urged on by the rumors 

of easy wealth to be acquired in America, he took passage on a little sailing 
vessel and forty-two days afterward landed in New York. His only resources 
at this time were an intelligent mind and a knowledge of the bakery trade, 
which he had acquired in his native country. He went immediately to Phila- 
delphia from New York and worked in a bakery for two months, until he had 
earned enough money to pay his passage to Chicago. He worked as a baker in 

that city until the great fire, when he removed to Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 

and in October of the same year to Sheboygan. Here he obtained a position in 
a chair factory in the employ of a Mr. Holmes, remaining there until the com- 
mencement of work on the Lake Shore road to Port Washington, when he 
aided in the construction for some months, returning to Sheboygan and re- 
suming his old position in the chair factory. He spent two years after this 
working in the copper mines around Lake Superior, after which he again came 
to this city and after a short period in the chair factory started a bakery of 
his own. Here he was remarkably successful, owing to his business instincts 
and to the purity of his product which obtained a ready sale on the market. 
He was, however, washed out by the high water after a few years and obliged to 
take a position in the order department of the Chicago & Northwestern Rail- 

road. He remained in this capacity but a short time, resigning to take up his 
old position under Mr. Holmes, with whom he remained until he was able to 
again go into business for himself. He started a little bakery at No. 1025 
Michigan avenue, where he remained for twenty years. During this time he
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added to his store capacity and increased his business every year until his 
bakery was one of the largest and best known in Sheboygan. He accumulated 

a fair fortune in the many years of his activity in this line and upon this he 
retired in 1908 and is now spending the remaining years of his life in the 
home which he erected for himself at No. 1008 Huron avenue. Besides this 
house he is the owner and builder of four or five other residences in this city, 
is director in the Farmers & Merchants Bank of Sheboygan and has been a 
member of the public library board for six years. For eight years he was 
treasurer of the Liederkranz Singing Society and is now acting as president of 
that organization. Mr. Fahres’ great interest in music is indicated by his 
election in 1905 to the presidency of the East Wisconsin Saengerbezirk, held in 
Sheboygan. 

Mr. Fahres was married in Sheboygan, in 1872, to Miss Barbara Wismeth, 
a daughter of Joseph Wismeth, a native of Germany who followed the trade 
of a cooper in that country and came to America in 1854. Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Fahres are the parents of the following children: Clara, now Mrs. Joseph 
Kronger, of Green Bay, Wisconsin; Frances, who married George Kribs, and 
is now living at Racine; Barbara, the wife of Peter Conrad, of Sheboygan; 
William ; and John, also of Sheboygan. 

Mr. Fahres has always been active in local public affairs. He gives his 
political allegiance to the democratic party and is a firm believer in its principles 
and policies. He is a Roman Catholic and still a devoted adherent of the faith 
in which he was born and reared. His religion is a vital fact in his life and his 
devotion to it has made his active and worthy life still more estimable and 
honorable. 

JOHN ADAM KUSTER. 

John Adam Kuster, a manufacturer of cement blocks and a mason con- 
tractor, has been identified with the building interests of Plymouth for twenty- 
two years, during which time he has erected many of the principal buildings in 
the town. He was born in Saginaw, Michigan, on the 22d of June, 1862, and is 
a son of George A. and Minnie (Thieme) Kuster, natives of Germany. When 
a lad of twelve years George A. Kuster emigrated to the United States with his 
parents, who located in Michigan. There he completed his education and was 
subsequently employed in the sawmills, working himself up to the position of 
foreman. During the winter months he worked in the lumber camps, continu- 
ing to follow these occupations until his death in 1879. The mother passed away 
in 1873. She came to this country when a child with her parents, who also 
located in Michigan, and there she was married and lived the remainder of her 
life. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Kuster. 

After his mother’s death, which occurred when he was a child of eleven 
years, John Adam Kuster made his home with his grandparents, who lived on 
a farm in Sheboygan county. There he completed his schooling and after work- 
ing on the farm for a few years joined a party of carpenters and worked with 
them throughout this section of the country for about two years. At the end of
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that time he located in Plymouth, but subsequently went to Sheboygan, remaining 

there until 1890. In the latter year he once more became a resident of Ply- 
mouth, where he engaged in general contracting and building until 1909. Dur- 
ing the succeeding year he gave his entire attention to the manufacture of cement 
blocks, but he has also been taking contracts in mason work since 1910, and is 

meeting with very good success in both. Mr. Kuster is a very ambitious man 

of enterprising and progressive spirit, and has always striven to improve the 
standard of his work. With this purpose in mind in 1902 he took a correspond- 

ence course at the Scranton school in architecture, and-is now qualified to execute 
designs for either private residences or public buildings and is the only person 
in Plymouth who does work of this kind. He has designed and built several 
of the best residences in the town, including his own home, which is one of the 
most attractive places in Plymouth. Many of the public buildings and business 

blocks have also been erected by him in accordance with plans he has executed. 

He conscientiously applies himself to anything he undertakes, and during the 
long period of his residence here has acquired an enviable reputation for trust- 
worthiness and reliability. He is a skilled mechanic with practical ideas, in the 
execution of which he uses good judgment. 

In 1884, Mr. Kuster was married to Miss Lina Toerpe, of Wisconsin and a 
daughter of Bernhardt Toerpe, a native of Germany, who emigrated to America 
during his early manhood and located on a farm in this county. Five children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Kuster, as follows: Emma, who is keeping house for 
her father; George, the eldest son, who is sergeant-major in the coast artillery 
service of the United States stationed at Key West, Florida; John, who follows 
the carpenter’s trade in New Orleans; Lilyan, a bookkeeper for the Plymouth 
Reporter; and Arthur, who is living at home assisting his father at the Plymouth 
Cement Stone Works. Mrs. Kuster passed away in September, rgor. 

Mr. Kuster belongs to the Eagles fraternity and also the Workingmen’s Aid 

Society. He is an ardent socialist in his political views, one of the first in Ply- 

mouth, and never loses an opportunity to enthusiastically advocate the adoption 
of the principles of this party. He is a man of high standards and sound princi- 
ples, the worth of which have been thoroughly tested during the twenty-two years 

he has been identified with the business interests of this community, and well en- 
title him to the esteem he is accorded by all who have had transactions with him. 

FRED W. LINDOW. 

In early manhood Fred W. Lindow bought his present farm of one hundred 
and twenty acres near Plymouth, and has since made this his home. His farm, 
which is in an excellent state of cultivation and upon which he has erected fine 
improvements, is an excellent agricultural property. He makes a specialty of 
dairying, a vocation in which he is successful, his product finding a ready sale 
on account of its excellence. He was born in the town of Rhine, Sheboygan 
county, May 30, 1859, a son of Carl F. and Charlotta (Schauen) Lindow, both 
natives of Germany, where the father was born in 1813 and the mother in 1818. 

Their wedding was celebrated in the fatherland and the family emigrated to
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the new world in 1858, settling in Sheboygan county. The father, who was a 
carpenter and farmer, purchased various tracts of land upon which he lived, his 

last purchase being one hundred acres on the present site of Rhine, where he 

resided until his death, which occurred in 1868. The mother long survived him, 
passing away in 1906. To them were born seven children, four of whom are 
now living. 

Fred W. Lindow was educated in the district schools near his father’s home 
but at the early age of twelve years laid aside his text-books and began working 
for a neighboring farmer, being engaged in farm work until the time of his 
marriage, when he purchased a farm of one hundred and eight acres upon which 
he has since lived. He has made a specialty of dairying and, having given his 
business strict attention, his product has always found a ready sale and he has 
been known as one of the best dairy farmers of the community. Upon the farm 
on which he resides and where his children have all been born has been erected a 
cheese factory which belongs to his son. 

| Mr. Lindow was married, June 21, 1882, to Miss Ricky Uplegger, a daugh- 
| ter of Henry Uplegger, a farmer who came to the United States in 1867, set- 
| tling in Sheboygan county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Lindow have been born seven 

_ children, namely: Hulda, who was born in 1883, and who for ten years has 
| taught in the graded schools of Sheboygan county; William, who was born in 

1885 and married Minnie Mohs and is the father of one child; Henry, who was 
born in 1887 and is yet at home; Laura, deceased, who was born in 1888, be- 
came the wife of August Luedtke and had one child, Walter; Emma, born in 
1893; Edmund, born in 1901, and Helen, whose birth occurred in 1907, all of 
whom are at home. 

In his political faith Mr, Lindow is a republican but his attention is chiefly 
given to his business although he has taken a commendable interest in public 
affairs. He is a member of the Lutheran church, in the faith of which he has 
been reared, and his family are regular attendants at the services of that denomi- 
nation. He is well known in his community and his reputation for integrity as 
well as business ability is unquestioned. He is esteemed very highly among his 
circle of business and social friends and the family stand high in the community. 

ANGELO R. CLAS. ; 

Angelo R. Clas, a graduate of Harvard University in the class of 1908, oc- 
cupies the position of secretary of the Falls Machine Company, one of the city’s 
largest and most successful manufacturing establishments. He was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on the 13th of February, 1887, his parents being Alfred 
C. and Louisa (Wick) Clas, the former a native of Sauk City, Wisconsin. 
Adam and Magdaline (Ernst) Clas, the paternal grandparents of our subject, 
were both natives of Germany. They emigrated to America in 1848 and settled 
in Sauk City, Wisconsin, where Adam Clas engaged in the contracting and 
building business, securing the contracts and erecting many of the bridges and 
sawmills throughout that portion of Wisconsin. He is now retired from busi- 
ness and has his home at Sauk City. His wife died in 1909.
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Alfred C. Clas, the father of Angelo R. Clas, was born and reared in Sauk 

City, where he remained until seventeen years of age, receiving his early educa- 
tion in the common schools. On the completion of his common-school course 
he took up the study of architecture in Milwaukee and after completing the re- 
quired course he obtained the position of chief designer in the architectural 
office of George Douglas. In this position he remained for a term of six years, 
at the expiration of which time he resigned his position and moved to Califor- 

nia, where he was engaged in his professional line as architect for two years. 
He then returned to Milwaukee and formed a copartnership with Mr. Ferry 

under the firm name of Ferry & Clas. This firm continued in business for a 
period of twenty-five years. Mr. Clas was united in marriage to Louisa Wick, 
daughter of Captain John Wick, who was a captain on the Great Lakes. Four 
children were born to this union, two of whom are now living: Angelo R., of 
this review; and Rubens, who is a student at Wisconsin University. 

Angelo R. Clas received his early education in Milwaukee and later became 
a student of Harvard University, from which institution he was graduated in 
1908. At the completion of his university course he returned to Milwaukee, 
where he was engaged as an architect in his father’s business for a period of 
two years. He then removed to Sheboygan, where he now resides. He is in- 
terested in the Sheboygan Falls Machine Company, of which concern he is the 
secretary, Gustave Huette being its president and Mark Hoeper acting in the 
capacity of treasurer. This institution is one of the important manufacturing 

“ companies of Sheboygan Falls. Its business is the manufacture of wood-work- 
ing machinery, automobile and marine motors and gas stationary engines for 

power plants. They carry on their annual pay roll a list of two hundred and 
fifty employes. The company was incorporated in January, 1903. 

On the 12th of October, 1910, Mr. Clas was united in marriage to Miss 

Norma Huette, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gustave Huette and a granddaughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Karste, who now live in Sheboygan. Mr. Clas belongs to 
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks and the Masonic fraternity and is also a 
member of the Country Club of Sheboygan. 

HON. MAJOR C. MEAD. 

Hon. Major C. Mead, well known as a representative of the legal fraternity 
in Sheboygan county, has been actively engaged in the practice of law at Ply- 
mouth for more than three decades. He has also been prominent in political 
circles here as an active worker in democratic ranks and did important service 

as a member of the state senate from 1888 until 1892. His birth occurred in 
Lyndon township, this county, on the 26th of June, 1858, his parents being Abel 

and Permelia (Peck) Mead. Abel Mead was born in Putnam county, New 
York, on the 6th of April, 1836, a representative of a family that dates back 

to the old days in England. His parents were Major and Betsey (Robinson) 
Mead, who had four sons and three daughters. Major Mead was born in 

New York on the 27th of August, 1810, and in 1849, having determined to es- 
tablish his home in Wisconsin, left Poughkeepsie with his family. They pro-
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ceeded to Albany by boat, thence by canal to Buffalo and by lake steamer to this 

state. Major Mead located on rented land but at the end of six months ac- 

quired a partially improved tract of one hundred and sixty acres, purchasing 

the property for three hundred dollars from the Indians who were camped in 

the vicinity. A log cabin stood on the place and therein he took up his abode. 
As an Indian cemetery occupied the place where he wished to erect his build- zi 
ings, he found it necessary first to remove many of the bodies. As the years 
passed and his financial resources increased, owing to his untiring industry and 
able management, he augmented his holdings by additional purchase until they 
embraced five hundred and seventy acres of land in Lyndon township, this 
county. He cast his first presidential vote for Henry Clay and remained a whig 
until the organization of the republican party. Both he and his wife were 
prominent members of the Baptist church and took an active and helpful inter- 
est in its work. Mrs. Betsey (Robinson) Mead was born in New York on the 
23d of May, 1811, and passed away in 1904. Her father, Peter Robinson, par- 
ticipated in the Revolutionary war and well remembered Benedict Arnold, the 
traitor. 

Mrs. Permelia (Peck) Mead, the mother of our subject, is a representative 
of a family that can be traced back to 1630, when three brothers came from 
England and settled in Connecticut. From them are descended Bishop Peck 
and General George Peck. Mrs. Permelia Mead was born in Rensselaer county, 
New York, on the 3d of December, 1834, being the seventh in order of birth 
in a family of seven sons and five daughters born unto Ranford and Permelia 
(Thorn) Peck. Ranford Peck served as a drummer boy in the War of 1812. 
His daughter Permelia obtained her early education in the schools of Sheboy- 
gan and subsequently attended Berea College of Berea, Ohio. She then fol- 
lowed the profession of teaching until the time of her marriage, becoming the 
wife of Abel Mead on the oth of December, 1854. Unto them were born two 
children, namely: Elizabeth, who died at the age of twenty-two years; and 
Major C., of this review. Abel Mead, the father, passed away on the 2d of 
October, 1860. 

Major C. Mead, whose name introduces this review, was reared on his 
father’s farm in this county and obtained his education in the public schools. 
Subsequently he taught school in the country for a time and later served as 
principal of one of the ward schools of Sheboygan. He next entered the Ply- 
mouth high school and was graduated from that institution with the class of 
1879. The following fall he entered the law department of the University of 
Wisconsin, which institution conferred upon him the degree of Bachelor of 
Laws of 1881. He was married in June of that year and soon afterward took 
up his abode in Wausau, Marathon county, Wisconsin, where he followed his 
profession for a short time. In the fall of 1881 he returned to Sheboygan 
county and established his home in Plymouth, where he has been engaged in the 
active practice of law to the present time. His success in a professional way 
affords the best evidence of his capabilities in this line. He is a strong advocate 
with the jury and concise in his appeals before the court. Much of the suc- 
cess which has attended him in his professional career is undoubtedly due to the 
fact that in no instance will he permit himself to go into court with a case un- 
less he has absolute confidence in the justice of his client’s cause. Basing his
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efforts on this principle, from which there are far too many lapses in profes- 

sional ranks, it naturally follows that he seldom loses a case in whose support 

he is enlisted. 

On the 29th of June, 1881, in Lyndon township, Mr. Mead was united in 

marriage to Miss Rose Robinson, who was born in the town of Scott, Sheboy- 

gan county, her parents being Elisha and Anna M. Robinson, early settlers of 

this county. Elisha Robinson was a soldier of the Civil war and gave his life 

in defense of the Union, his death occurring in the hospital at Helena, Arkan- 
sas. Mr. and Mrs. Mead have three children. Warren Judson Mead, who was 
born on the 5th of August, 1883, and was graduated from the University of 

Wisconsin with the class of 1906, is now assistant professor of geology in that 
institution. On the 17th of June, 1910, he wedded Miss Bertha Taylor. Ar- 
lisle M., whose birth occurred on the 8th of June, 1886, and who was graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1907, has taught school for several years 
and is at the present time acting as assistant in the high school at Berlin, this 
state. Jessie, born September 5, 1888, is also a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin, completing a course in the department of music in 1910. For one 

year she has been supervisor of music and drawing in the schools of Plymouth. 

In politics Mr. Mead has always been a democrat, casting his first presi- 
dential vote for General Hancock in 1880. As a leading factor in the local ranks 
of that party he has held many positions of trust and responsibility. For a 
period of twenty years he served as city attorney in Plymouth. In the fall of 
1888 he was elected to the state senate, remaining an able working member of 
that body until January, 1892. He was appointed on the most important com- 

mittees of the senate, including those on judiciary and on railroads, and acted 

as chairman of the joint committee on charitable and penal institutions. He 
was the author of a bill abolishing the state board of charities and reform and 
the state board of supervision and creating the new state board of control. He 
also introduced a number of other important measures, including one which pro- 

vides for the destruction of ballots after the same are counted. Mr. Mead was 
elected a delegate to the democratic national convention at Chicago, Illinois, in 

1896 and was selected as honorary vice president from Wisconsin. He was 
sent as a delegate to the national democratic convention at Indianapolis in the 
same year, nominating Senator Palmer for president. In 1902 he was appointed 
by Governor La. 'Follette as a member of the board of regents of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, holding that position for six years, and was president of 
the board two years. 

Fraternally Mr. Mead is identified with the Masons, belonging to Acassia 
Lodge, No. 167, F. & A. M., of Plymouth; Harmony Chapter, No. 10, R. A. 
M., of Sheboygan; Sheboygan commandery, No. 32, and Loyalty Chapter of the 
Order of the Eastern Star at Plymouth. His wife has taken an active and 
prominent part in the affairs of the Eastern Star. She was elected worthy 
matron of Loyalty Chapter at Plymouth in 1903 and the following year was 
called to serve the grand chapter of Wisconsin as Esther. She was elected as- 
sociate grand conductress in 1907, grand conductress in 1908, associate grand 
matron in 1909 and grand matron in 1910. As grand matron she represented 
the grand jurisdiction of Wisconsin at the session of the general grand chapter 
at Jacksonville, Florida. Both she and her husband are well entitled to distinction
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among the best known and leading residents of their native county. At this 

point it would be almost tautological to enter into any series of statements as 
showing the Hon. Major C. Mead to be a man of broad intelligence and genuine 

public spirit, for these have been shadowed forth between the lines of this re- 

view. Strong in his individuality, he never lacks the courage of his convictions 
but there are as dominating elements in this individuality, a lively human sym- 
pathy and an abiding charity, which, as taken in connection with the sterling 
integrity and honor of his character, have naturally gained to him the respect 

and confidence of men. 

OSCAR LOEBEL. 

Oscar Loebel is one of the successful and highly respected citizens of She- 

boygan where he is the proprietor of Loebel’s Hotel which is one of the best 
known and up-to-date hostelries of this portion of the state. He was born De 

cember 27, 1864, in Leipsic, Germany, where he received his education, being a 
pupil in the public schools from 1871 to 1879, taking subsequently special private 
instruction in literary branches. After completing his education he was appren- 
ticed as a type setter and continued in that occupation from 1879 to 1883. Dur- 
ing the time intervening between the spring and the fall of 1884 he was, as then 
was the custom in Germany, on the “Wanderschaft” as journeyman printer, and 
traveled on foot through almost every part of the fatherland. In 1889 he came 
to the United States and located first at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, where he 
obtained a position as a printer and was so employed on various newspapers. 
During his spare time, however, he was a voluminous writer and his fertile pen 
produced a number of articles, creating more or less public interest, for news- 
papers and magazines, and he also is the author of a number of poems written 
for the German publication of Puck. In 1894, after the appearance of the 
newly invented type-setting machines known as linotypes, which forced thou- 
sands of printers out of employment, he found it necessary to look for a differ- 
ent occupation and he was fortunate in obtaining a position as a traveling agent 
of a publishing house in Milwaukee. His duties in that capacity, eventually 
brought him to Sheboygan in the spring of 1895, at the time when the “She- 
boygan Volksblatt,” a weekly German labor organ, was being published by the 
Central Labor Union. The editor of that periodical offered Mr. Loebel the posi- 
tion as assistant editor, which he at once accepted. In February, 1897, after a 
number of changes in the management of the paper had been made, he became 
the managing editor and continued in that position until May, 19or. 

In March, 1901, he purchased one of the old established saloons located on 
Eighth street in Sheboygan and continued in this business until May 1, 1905. 
On the oth of May, 1905, he purchased what was known as the “Milwaukee 
House,” located on the corner of Pennsylvania avenue and North Water street. 
After taking possession of the property he began at once to improve the place 
by enlarging and remodeling the building and at the same time equipped it with 
modern improvements. Since 1908 he has changed the name of “Milwaukee 
House” to that of “Loebel’s Hotel,” under which name it is now known as one
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of the most popular and up-to-date establishments of its kind in Sheboygan. 

To the management of this property Mr. Loebel since having made the purchase 
of it in 1905, has given his entire attention. 

Mr. Loebel was united in marriage April 11, 1887, to Miss Marie Louise 
Vicum, who was born in Leipsic, Germany, and to them eight children have been 
born, five of whom are living, namely: Gertrude, Elsie, Victor, Eugene and 

Oscar, Jr. Mr. Loebel is a member of the Sheboygan Business Men’s Associa- 
tion, and of the Wisconsin Hotel Association, and also of several fraternal or- 

ganizations in Sheboygan. 
Mr. Loebel is one of the well known and influential citizens of Wisconsin. 

As an editor and writer he has done much for the improvement and advancement 

of the educational condition of the people in his state and throughout the north- 

western county. As a business man he is highly respected for his integrity of 

character and is always to be counted upon to give his assistance to the promo- 

tion of any public measure intended to improve the condition of the people in his 
county and state. 

CHARLES D. EASTMAN. 

Charles D. Eastman is the president and general manager of the Plymouth 
Refrigerating, Water, Light & Power Company of Plymouth and also the well 
known and popular president of the Plymouth Exchange Bank. He was born 
on May 24, 1861, and is the son of Enos and Miriam (Carpenter) Eastman. His 

father was a native of Jefferson county, New York, his birth having occurred 

on October 27, 1821. He was by occupation an agriculturist and removed to 
Wisconsin from his native state May 1, 1849, settling upon a farm adjoining 
the town of Plymouth, where he continued to live during the remaining years of 
his life. The beautiful farm selected by Mr. Eastman consisted of three hun- 

dred and twenty acres of choice agricultural land and is still in the possession 
of his sons. Mr, Eastman was one of the important factors in securing the 
line of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railroad to establish its permanent 

survey so as to pass through the city of Plymouth. He was an enthusiastic 
and devoted adherent of the democratic party and during his active years held 

most of the town offices within the gift of the people. In 1871 he was elected 

as a member of the state legislature and in 1874 and 1875 he served as one of 
the state senators of Wisconsin. For twenty years before his death he lived 
a retired life upon his beautiful homestead, where he closed his earthly pilgrim- 
age on June 4, 1907. His wife is still living at the very advanced age of ninety 
years. Enos Eastman was united in marriage to Miss Miriam Carpenter on 

January 11, 1844. She is a native of Sandy Creek, Oswego county, New York, 

and became the mother of two children before her removal to Wisconsin, while 

four children were born to her and husband after they established their home 

in the Badger state, Charles D. Eastman being the fifth in order of birth. The 

record of the children is as follows: Vasti, who is the wife of Reuben Gardner 

and resides in Plymouth; Sarah, who passed away at the age of twenty-one 
years; Miriam, who died in 1884 and who was the wife of A. F. Warden, by
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whom she had two children; Lillie, the wife of G. W. Zerler, of Plymouth; 

Charles D., of this review; and Enos, now a resident of Los Angeles, California. 
Charles D. Eastman is a native son of Wisconsin, having been born in Ply- 

mouth. He was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public schools 

of Plymouth and has the distinction of having graduated in the first class after 

the organization of the Plymouth high school in 1879. He later attended the 
Milwaukee Business College during the winter of 1881 and the spring of 1882. 

On leaving school he was employed on his father’s farm until February 15, 
1895. At that time he removed to the city of Plymouth to enter upon the duties 

of postmaster of that place, having received the appointment to that office under 

President Cleveland, and continued in the office of postmaster for Plymouth 

for four years. On February 1, 1899, he purchased the interest of H. E. Dow 
in the Plymouth Refrigerating, Water, Light & Power Company and was elected 

to the office of president and general manager of that concern, a position in 
which he still continues. Mr, Eastman has been singularly successful in his 
administration of the business interests of this corporation. Since his connection 
with the company its business has been increased more than four hundred per cent. 
The company has the largest cold storage facilities for cheese in this part of the 
country. On January 1, 1905, Mr. Eastman was elected by the board of trustees 
of the Plymouth Exchange Bank to the office of president of that financial in- 
stitution. The bank was organized on May 1, 1806, its first president being W. 
C. Saemann. Mr. Saemann died in 1904 and during December of that year 
Mr. Eastman was invited to accept the office made vacant by the death of its 

former president. Signifying his willingness to assume the responsibilities con- 
nected with that position, he was accordingly, as above stated, regularly elected 

by its board of directors on January 1, 1905. During the first seven years after 
Mr. Eastman became president of that institution the bank showed a very con- 
siderable increase in the volume of its business, having trebled the total amount 

_of its general banking operations during that period. At the time he assumed 
the office of president of the bank its business was being conducted in an old 
building located at an unfavorable point from the central business district of 
the town. He at once called the attention of the board of directors to the de- 
sirability of changing the bank’s location and constructing a better and more 
suitable building in which to conduct its business. After a thorough considera- 
tion of this proposition had been made by the board of directors and stockhold- 
ers the present site of the bank was purchased and thereon was constructed a 
handsome three-story bank building. Building operations on this property began 
in 1906 and the Plymouth Exchange Bank moved “out of the old house up into 
the new” on April 2, 1907. The building in which the bank is now installed is 
one of the most complete and modern in every detail in this part of the state 
and would be a credit to any city. The success of the entire enterprise is largely 
due to the energetic activities of its president. In addition to his banking in- 
terests Mr. Eastman is interested in a number of the leading business industries 
in Plymouth and he is still in possession of one-half of the old homestead of 
three hundred and twenty acres, which is located immediately beyond the city 
limits of Plymouth. : 

On the 24th of September, 1885, Mr. Eastman was united in marriage to 
Miss Amy Mead, a daughter of Clark R. Mead, who was a native of Putnam
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county, New York. She removed with her father’s family to this state in the 
early ’50s and settled upon a farm in the township of Lyndon. The land upon 
which Mr. Mead established his home was acquired from the Indians, who at 

that time were in possession of the title by government allotment. The inter- 
ested parties in the deal made the journey to Milwaukee on horseback, where the 
transfer of title was effected, Solomon Juneau signing the guarantee of title on 
behalf of the Indians. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Eastman have been born two daugh- 
ters. Miriam, born on May 15, 1888, was graduated from the Plymouth high 
school in the class of 1904 and from the University of Wisconsin in 1908, special- 
izing in her studies at the state institution in Latin and mathematics. She is now 
engaged in teaching in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. Marjorie, born April 17, 1891, is 
a graduate of the Plymouth high school in the class of 1908 and later for two 

years was a student of the Milwaukee-Downer College. At present she is a 
student of the University of Wisconsin at Madison. By completing her special 
course at the university in the spring she will be prepared to teach English and 

history. 
Fraternally Mr. Eastman is identified with the Masonic order, having attained 

the commandery degree. He is also a member of the Royal Arcanum and the 
Equitable Fraternal Union. He is affiliated with the democratic party but liberal 

in the exercise of his suffrage. Mrs. Eastman is a member of the Episcopal 
church, in which she takes a very active part in religious and social work. She 

is also a member of several local organizations of Plymouth and a member of 
the Eastern Star and also of the Daughters of the American Revolution. Charles 
D. Eastman is one of the leading men of northeastern Wisconsin and among the 
most influential citizens of his county and the town in which he was born and 
where he has lived during all his life. He has been a man who has always as- 
sociated himself with every meritorious enterprise affecting the well-being of 

his state and county and his well known reputation for integrity in all business 
matters, together with his varied experiences in successful business enterprises, _ 
has long since caused him to be recognized as one of the leaders among the rep- 
resentative men of this county. 

REV. J: P) VAN: TREECK. 

Rev. J. P. Van Treeck is the popular and accomplished pastor of St. Peter 
Claver church, located on the corner of Clara avenue and South Eleventh street. 

The splendid structure which shelters St. Peter’s congregation, with its furnish- 
ings and equipment, is wholly due to the continued efforts and services ren- 

dered by Rev. Father Van Treeck in the interest of the cause to which he has 
consecrated his life. Father Van Treeck is a native son of Wisconsin and She- 

boygan county, his birth having occurred in the township of Wilson, March 9, 
1855. He is the son of Peter J. and Josephine (Ott) Van Treeck. His father 
was a native of Geldern, Rhine Province, Prussia, and emigrated from that 

country to America in 1849, settling in the township of Wilson in this county 
at a time when the entire western shore of Lake Michigan was an unbroken 

wilderness from Port Washington to Green Bay and far beyond grew the
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primeval forests of majestic pine. The land upon which Mr. Van Treeck es- 

tablished his home was densely covered with hardwood timber, forest under- 

growth and bramble. In order that he might have a suitable field upon which 

to raise his crops it became necessary at first to clear this land from virgin tim- 

ber and redeem it from its long undisturbed wilderness. This was indeed a 

forbidding task but nevertheless it was eventually accomplished and Mr. Van 
Treeck lived to realize the reward of his early labors by being the possessor of 
a highly cultivated, beautiful farm. During the years of the war he supplied 
for that service a substitute which showed his loyalty to his adopted flag and 
country. His wife, Mr. Josephine (Ott) Van Treeck, reached the end of her 
earthly journey in the year 1890, being at that time sixty-one years of age, and 
he closed his earthly career in May, 1906, at the age of eighty-two. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Van Treeck were buried at St. George cemetery in the town of Wil- 
son in this county. 

Rev. J. P. Van Treeck was reared in his father’s home and received his early 
education in the district schools of Wilson township, completing the usual com- 

mon-schoo! course in his fourteenth year. At the age of fifteen he became a 
pupil of St. Francis Seminary of Milwaukee and while in attendance at that 
institution was ordained to the priesthood in June, 1880. Immediately following his 
ordination he represented Father Hamm at Dacada, Wisconsin, for four months 

and later became the rector of St. Wendel’s church in Manitowoc county, where 
he succeeded in building a parochial school during the term of his pastorate, 

which extended over a period of two years. He was thereafter transferred to 
Theresa, Dodge county, Wisconsin, as pastor, also conducting services at Lomira, 

and in this relation he continued for two years and nine months. He was called 
from his pastorate in Dodge county to Silver Lake, Manitowoc county, where 
he took charge of St. Joseph’s congregation and the mother house of the Sisters 
of St. Francis. While he was engaged in the pastorate of the St. Joseph’s con- 
gregation he made very considerable and necessary additions to the community 
house of St. Francis. His work at this place was very successful and helped 

to qualify him for the duties awaiting him at Sheboygan. In 1888, being en- 
| tirely without funds with which to start in the work of establishing a new con- 

gregation in a strange city, he came to Sheboygan and gathered together a 
congregation of fifty-six families as charter members of St. Peter Claver church. 
His first venture in building consisted in the construction of a combination 
church and school property. This having been accomplished, he redoubled his 
energies, looking forward to the day when some more complete and serviceable 
building could be provided for the home of his rapidly increasing flock. The 

first school of St. Peter’s, organized by Father Van Treeck in 1888, consisted 

of thirty-four pupils and has since grown to be an important educational factor 
in Sheboygan, carrying on its rolls at present three hundred and forty-six pupils, 
while the staff consists of eight teachers.. The church edifice to which Father 
Van Treeck has given so much care and so many years of devoted service has 
long since been completed and is one of the handsome and commodious edifices 
of that character in the city. In addition to the building itself, the furnishings of 
the church are elaborate and costly and the windows are said to be among the 
most beautiful among the many beautiful churches now throughout northeastern 
Wisconsin. Rev. J. P. Van Treeck is a man highly esteemed and dearly loved
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not only by the members of his congregation but by the people at large. His 
life among his people has been an open book from his boyhood through- 
out his years of successful service as a priest and pastor. He is genial and 
a ready, helpful and efficient agent in the advancement of any measure of public 
character seeking the betterment of the people in the community where his work 
has been so successful, 

OTTO GAFFRON. 

Otto Gaffron, the owner of the Plymouth Review, was born November ai; 
1859, and is a son of Anthony G. and Anna (Berkner) Gaffron. The father 
was a native of Silesia, Germany, and immigrated to the United States in 1849, 
settling in New York city. In his native land he had served in the German army 
and was by trade and occupation a tailor, which business he followed for a live- 
lihood in the city of New York and also in New Jersey. He later removed to IIli- 
nois, where he resided at the outbreak of the Civil war. He enlisted in 1864 in 
the Ninety-second Volunteer Infantry, which was later used as mounted infantry. 
Late in the fall of 1865, when his honorable discharge took place, he held the 
rank of corporal. During the war, while he was away in the service, his wife 
and family removed to Scott, Wisconsin, and at the close of the war he rejoined 
them and engaged in farming until 1875. In that year he removed to Plymouth, 
where he spent the remainder of his life. His wife was a native of Germany 
and in that country they were united in marriage. Ten children were born to 
them, three of whom were born in Germany and eight of whom are still living. 
Both of the parents are now deceased, Mr. Gaffron dying in August, 1892, and 
his wife in 1904. Mr. Gaffroh was a member of H. P. Davidson Post, G. A, R. 

Otto Gaffron is a native son of Illinois, his birth having occurred at Miiledge- 
ville, that state, where his education was begun in the public schools. Upon the 
removal of his father’s family to Plymouth, Wisconsin, he continued his studies 
in the public schools of that place, where he was later graduated from the high 
school, after which he further pursued his studies in the summer schools of the 
State University. Early in his life he entered educational work and for one year 
was engaged in teaching in Scott, Wisconsin, and later in the grammar grades 
in the Plymouth school for a period of six years. In the year 1886 he was elected 
principal of the Plymouth school, a position in which he served continuously for 
seventeen years, retiring from that position on January 1, 1903. In the year 1890 
he purchased a half interest in the Plymouth Reporter from A. F. Warden, and 
in 1892 he bought the remaining one-half interest of H. W. Hostman. Having 
become sole owner and proprietor of that paper, he continued actively in its 
publication as editor and business manager until 1895, at which time he sold the 
entire plant and the good will of the business to A. J. Strassburger. In 1900 he 
bought the Plymouth Review and has since continued as owner of this popular 
paper. He is also one of the heavy stockholders in the Sheboygan Herald. In 
the year 1903 Mr. Gaffron was elected county superintendent of schools, an office 
in which he continued until July 1, 1905. During that year the state legislature 
created the state civil service commission and he was appointed by Governor La
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Follette one of three members of that commission and in that capacity is still 
serving the interests of the people, having been reappointed in 1911 by Governor 
McGovern. 

Mr. Gaffron was united in marriage to Miss Lois May Martin in 1887. Mrs. 
Gaffron is a daughter of Mark Martin, a native of Maine. The Martins are 
numbered among the oldest of the pioneer families of the east and some of Mrs. 
Gaffron’s ancestors were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. Later the family 
removed to Sheboygan county where Mrs, Gaffron and the three other children 
in her father’s family were born. Mrs. Gaffron is a member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and takes an enthusiastic interest in the social affairs 
of the town of Plymouth, being one of the organizers of the G. G. G., a local 
organization of her home town devoted to the interests of the old settlers. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gaffron have two children: Martha, who was born in 1892 and is now 
a student of the State University; and Gertrude, who was born in 1899 and at 
present is attending the Plymouth high school. 

Mr. Gaffron is a member of the Royal Arcanum and the N. F. L. He has 
served on the visiting committee of the River Falls Normal School and also on 
the visiting committee of the State University. He has been secretary of the 
Sheboygan County Agricultural Association since its organization in 1896 and 
has taken very great interest in the Teachers’ Institute Work. Mr. Gaf- 
fron is one of the influential and useful men of the county and state in which he 
lives. His life has been devoted largely to educational work and interests of a 
public character and his entire record is one of clean and helpful citizenship, 
having for its dominant keynote the advancement of all measures of a public and 
private character intended to safeguard the morals and advance the intellectual 
and educational status of the people. 

ISAAC DE MUNCK. 

One of the well known merchants of Plymouth is Isaac De Munck, whose 
ancestors, originally from Holland, settled in Sheboygan county at an early date 
and there became honored citizens of the community. He was born March 4, 
1875, at Oostburg, Sheboygan county, the son of Isaac and Mary (Back) De 
Munck, the former of whom was born in 1833 and the latter in 1854. The 
grandfather, Isaac De Munck, came from the Netherlands, in 1839, coming 
direct to Sheboygan county, where he purchased the land where now stands the 
town of Oostburg. He cleared and improved his land and resided upon it until 
about 1880, when he disposed of the property and removed to Plymouth town- 
ship on a farm which he purchased four miles west of Plymouth, and there he 
continued to reside until the time of his death, in 1892. The father grew to 
manhood in Oostburg, Wisconsin, working on his father’s farm and attending 
school. In 1876 he removed with the family to Plymouth township, four miles 
west of Plymouth. In 1890 he sold this farm and bought another near by, which 
still remains in possession of the family, the mother having established her home 
upon the place. The father passed away in 1901. In his family were ten chil- 
dren: Minnie, the wife of P. W. Dillman, of Sheboygan county; Jennie, at home 
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with her mother; Nellie, who passed away at the age of eleven years; Isaac, 
of this review; Peter, who passed away at the age of twenty-nine years; Susan, 

who died at the age of eight years; William, who operates the home farm; 
Abraham, residing in Plymouth; Mary, the wife of Alfred Titel, who is en- 
gaged in farming one and one-half miles west of Plymouth; and Anna, who re- 

sides in Sheboygan county. 
Isaac De Munck after receiving his primary education in the public schools 

of Plymouth township, attended Greenbush high school, and after laying aside 
his text-books he took up the business of cheese making, at which he worked for 
four seasons. He then entered the general mercantile store of W. C. Seamann 

about 1890 and remained in that establishment as a clerk until 1894, when he 
entered the employ of H. J. Goelzer, in whose service he continued until 1896. 

In that year he became connected with the general mercantile establishment of J 
C. Kiefer and later clerked in the store of Harrington & Company until that 
firm’s retirement from business, subsequently entering the employ of Behnke, 

Distelhorst & Eberhardt, dealers in general merchandise. In 1905 Mr. De Munck 
embarked in business on his own account, forming a partnership with Miss 

Emma Kenper. This firm originally began business opposite the postoffice 
building but in 1909 purchased the Leader Store and moved the business to its 
present location at Smith and Mill streets. The concern carries a complete line 

of general merchandise and the business is a very satisfactory one. 

In 1900 Mr. De Munck was united in marriage to Miss Ida Pfrang, a daugh- 

ter of Edward and Josephine (Griese) Pfrang, natives of Germany. The father 
was an early settler of Plymouth township and had a large number of acquaint- 

ances among the older residents of the community. To Mr. and Mrs. De Munck 
have been born three children, Margaret, Merlin and Gordon. 

Mr. De Munck holds membership in the National Fraternal League and the 
Equitable Fraternal Union. The family are attendants upon the services of the 
Congregational church and assist materially by their influence in making that 
denomination an effective force for good in the community. Mr. De Munck 
has long been regarded as one of the leading citizens of Plymouth, where his 
business has grown steadily since its establishment. He looks carefully after 

the wants of his customers and by honest dealing and up-to-date methods the 
store has become popular and remunerative to its proprietors. The De Munck 

family is one of the most estimable and respected in the entire community and its 
members are greatly esteemed wherever known, 

RUDOLPH P. DASSOW. 

Rudolph P. Dassow is one of the manufacturers of cheese in the great dairy 
state of Wisconsin: He owns and operates his own factory, which is located in 
Sheboygan Falls. He is descended from one of the oldest, best known and most 
highly respected families in Sheboygan county and is the eldest in his father’s 
family of six children. His paternal grandparents, natives of Mecklenburg, 
Germany, emigrated to America in 1852, coming direct from New York to She- 
boygan by way of the Great Lakes. A temporary lodging was secured by Mr.



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 49 

Dassow in the home of John Bitter, where the family remained but two short 
weeks, during which time Mr. Dassow had purchased a farm of forty acres 
eight miles from Sheboygan. On this land he constructed a log house in which 
he lived for many years. Joachim H. Dassow, the father of Rudolph P. Das- 

sow, was born in Germany and with his parents emigrated to America in 1852. 
He continued to reside at his father’s home until twenty-six years of age. Then 
starting in life for himself, he purchased a farm in this county which he im- 

proved and on which he resided for two years. On the 2d of October, 1871, 

he was united in marriage to Miss Henrietta Markwardt. In 1874, at the 

earnest solicitation of his father, he removed from his farm to the old home- 

stead. The original tract of forty acres first purchased by his father on reaching 
the state of Wisconsin had now grown to a farm of one hundred and eighty 
acres. The long years intervening between 1852 and 1874 had been filled with 

intelligent toil in the development of one of the finest farms in the county of 
Sheboygan. It was on this farm that Joachim H. Dassow was invited by his 
father to make his permanent home. He applied himself to the care and further 

development of this property and in connection therewith owned and operated a 
cheese factory which later became the property of his son Rudolph. Mr. Das- 
sow remained on the old homestead during the balance of his life, his demise 

occurring in 1904. His widow, who survives him, is now living with her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Harry Habighorst, on a farm located on the Green Bay road. She 
also owns a house and a lot in Sheboygan Falls. 

Rudolph P. Dassow was educated in the district schools in Sheboygan Falls. 
Later he took a course in dairying in the University of Wisconsin at Madison. 
After completing his studies in that institution he was employed in his father’s 
cheese factory at Sheboygan Falls township, in which occupation he continued 
until 1899. In that year he purchased the factory, which he has greatly im- 
proved and still owns and operates. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Dassow chose Miss 
Emma Boll, whose parents were both natives of Germany. To this union have 

been born four children: Myrtha, Edgar, Erma and Ellen, all residing at home. 
Mr. Dassow is a member of several social organizations of Sheboygan Falls. 
Our subject was one of the first directors of the State Bank of Sheboygan Falls 
and still serves in that capacity. His social influence is contributory to all that 
is best and elevating in society and his business standing and rating carry with 
them the high measure of integrity to which his strictly honorable business 
methods entitle him. 

CHARLES R. NUTT, M. D. 

One of the well known and highly successful representatives of the medical 
profession in Plymouth is Dr. Charles R. Nutt, who has been engaged in prac- 

tice here for the past eighteen years. He was born in Des Moines county, 

Iowa, on the 23rd of November, 1865, and is a son of William and Mary 

(Staub) Nutt. The father was descended from an old New England colonial 
family, his ancestors having emigrated to this country from England in 1638.
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They first located in Massachusetts but later removed to New York, in which 
state William Nutt was born in 1823 and reared to the age of fifteen years. 
In 1838 he accompanied his parents on their removal to Ohio, but on attaining 
his manhood he continued his journey westward to Des Moines county, Iowa. 
There he purchased a farm, located in the vicinity of Burlington, and engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. Having been reared in the country he was thoroughly 
familiar with the practical methods of farming and met with very good success 
in the development of his land. Although at various times he bought and cul- 
tivated other tracts of land he always retained his original homestead and there 
he passed away in 1886. He was by nature a pioneer and had early inured 
himself to the hardships and privations incident to exploring and developing a 
new country, and in 1868 together with his brother-in-law he drove six yoke of 
oxen across the plains to Denver, Colorado. Mr. Nutt was a member of a 
family of seventeen, sixteen of whom lived to attain maturity while fifteen 
reached old age and of these five are still living. The mother, who belonged to 
a colonial family of German extraction, was born at Hagerstown, Maryland, 
in 1838. In her early womanhood she went to Burlington, Iowa, and there she 
met and subsequently married Mr. Nutt, by whom she had two children. Since 
the death of her husband, Mrs. Nutt has made her home with her daughter, 
Avis, who married R. C. Stewart and now lives in Kansas. 

The boyhood and early youth of Dr. Charles R. Nutt were passed on an Iowa 
farm. At the age of seventeen years he left home and came to Plymouth to 
live with an uncle, and completed his preliminary education in the local schools. 
After graduating from the high school he worked on a farm for about a year 
and then went to work in a cheese factory. He continued to work at cheese mak- 
ing until 1900, except during the winter months when he taught in the district 
schools. In the autumn of that year he went to work in a lumberman’s hospital 
at Wausau, but soon thereafter he matriculated in the medical department of 
the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, being a member of the first four- 
year medical class ever graduated from that institution. He there pursued the 
first three years of his professional studies and then went to Philadelphia, com- 
pleting his course at the University of Pennsylvania. In June, 1894; he was 
awarded the degree of M. D. from that institution and immediately thereafter 
he returned to Plymouth and on the 22d of July, that year, he opened an office 
in this city and here he has ever since engaged in general practice. During the 
intervening years Dr. Nutt has had ample opportunity to manifest his skill both 
as a physician and surgeon and that he has proven his ability beyond all question 
is evidenced by his general popularity throughout the surrounding country as 
well as in Plymouth. Both in the sick room and at the operating table he has 
manifested the capability and efficiency that evidence rare powers of analysis 
and the comprehensive understanding of conditions generally that is only ac- 
quired after long years of study and close observation. He is most popular 
with his fellow practitioners as well as those who seek his services, and he is as 
loyal to the ethics of his profession as he is conscientious in his devotion to his 
patients. 

On the 28th of June, 1894, Dr. Nutt was united in marriage to Miss Grace 
Burton, a daughter of William and Franc (West) Burton, well known pioneers
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of Sheboygan county. They are the parents of two children, of whom the son, 
Ernest, is now residing in Helena, Montana. 

Dr. Nutt is a member of the Episcopal church and Mrs. Nutt belongs to that 
of the Congregational denomination. She takes an active interest in the work 
of its various organizations and has for many years led the choir. Fraternally Dr. 

Nutt is a member of the chapter of the Masonic order and both he and Mrs. 
Nutt are affiliated with the Order of Eastern Star. She likewise belongs to the 

G. G. G’s., which is a local organization, and figures prominently in musical 
circles here. Dr. Nutt maintains relations with his fellow practitioners through 
the medium of his connection with Sheboygan County Medical Society, and he 
is also a member of the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the National 
Surgical Association. His political support he accords to the republican party, 
but he does not actively participate in municipal affairs, owing to the exactions of 
his large practice, but he is public-spirited and enterprising in matters of citizen- 
ship and can always be depended upon to cooperate in every progressive move- 
ment. 

LOUIS HELMER. 

Louis Helmer, who is one of the prosperous agriculturists and dairymen of 
Plymouth township, was born at Neustadt-on-the-Hardt, Bavaria, Germany, 
May 14, 1840. His parents were Jacob and Margaret (Rehm) Helmer, also na- 
tives of Bavaria, the father’s natal year being 1800 and that of the mother 1802. 
The families in both lines owned vineyards in Bavaria and had for many gen- 
erations been engaged in the grape culture. Mrs. Helmer was the only child 
of her parents, while the father was the youngest in a family of three. Jacob 
Helmer was a very capable man and was meeting with excellent success in his 
native land where he owned nine vineyards and some land that he cultivated, 
in addition to which he acted as overseer for other vintners, when he became im- 
plicated in political and revolutionary difficulties and was forced to leave. To- 
gether with his wife and family he sought refuge in the United States, arriv- 
ing here on the roth of May, 1853. They crossed in a sailing vessel and were 
forty-seven days en route, their destination being Sheboygan, which they reached 
by way of the lakes. Soon after his arrival Mr. Helmer bought forty acres of 
land on section 15, Plymouth township, that forming the nucleus of his home- 
stead. The land was entirely covered with a dense growth of timber, but he 
cleared it and erected thereon a log house and he and his family began their 
life in America amid the pioneer conditions that then prevailed in this section 
of the country. Mr. Helmer prospered in his undertakings and later he was 
able to extend the boundaries of his farm until it comprised one hundred and 
twenty acres, all of which he cleared and placed under cultivation. He was 
diligent and enterprising and erected the first frame barn built on the road 
running north from Plymouth. There he passed the remainder of his life, his 
death occurring in 1864. He was long survived by the mother, who lived to 
attain the venerable age of eighty-three years. The family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Helmer numbered six, all of whom were born in Bavaria: Katrina married
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Stephen Oberreich, of Fond du Lac and died in March, 1912; Jacob, formerly 

a resident of Minneapolis, is now deceased; Peter, also deceased, resided in 
Plymouth township; Louis, our subject; Mrs. Margaret Luther of St. Paul, 
Minnesota; and Mary, who married Franz Koch, a banker and real-estate man 

of Chicago. 

The first twelve years in the life of Louis Helmer were passed in the land 
of his birth, where he obtained his education. Although he was only a lad of 

thirteen years when the family arrived in Sheboygan county, he immediately 
sought employment and for three years thereafter he worked out by the month 
at three dollars per month. When he was sixteen his wages were advanced to 
ten dollars, and for several years following he worked for different farmers in 
the community and also on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, which was 
then in course of construction. In 1863, he enlisted in the Eighth Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry, but owing to an injury he had sustained his services were 

not accepted. Later, however, he became a member of Company B, Twenty- 

seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and went to the front. He participated 
in the battle of Vicksburg, Little Rock and the Red river expedition, and was at 
Mobile and Spanish Fort. Subsequently he was stationed in Texas when 

trouble with France was feared. He was mustered out in 1866 and returned to 

Plymouth township, where he had previously purchased forty acres of land. 
Subsequently, he extended his holdings by the addition of another forty acres 
and began farming on his own account. His unceasing diligence and the exer- 
cise of intelligence in the development of his activities brought him success 
and he continued to extend the boundaries of his farm until he had acquired two 
hundred and sixty acres. He has since disposed of half of this and’ now only 
cultivates one hundred and thirty acres, but in addition to this he also owns 
four hundred acres in Fergus county, Montana. Mr. Helmer has made all of 
the improvements on his place, including the erection of a fine residence, barns 
and other outbuildings. He has always made a specialty of dairying and his 
fields are almost entirely devoted to the raising of such cereals as can be used 
in feeding his stock. He has one of the finest herds of thoroughbred Holstein 
cattle in this section of the county, raising just enough stock to keep up his 
herd. In 1881, Mr. Helmer extended the scope of his activities by the erection of 
a cheese factory on section 10 of this township, that he operated for twelve 
years. It was one of the largest and best equipped in this section and proved 
to be a lucrative undertaking. 

On Christmas, 1866, Mr. Helmer was united in marriage to Miss Magdalena 
Roll, a daughter of John Roll, a native of Darmstadt, Germany, who emigrated 
to the United States about 1848 and settled in Polk township, Washington county, 
this state, where he resided the remainder of his life. Mrs. Helmer, who passed 
away on the 17th of June, 1908, was the youngest of the seven children born to 
her parents, her birth having occurred on the 15th of March, 1844. Ten chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Helmer. Adolph, who is the eldest, married 
Minnie Hideman and they have two children, Fred and Norma and are residing 
in Ambrose, North Dakota. Lucy is the widow of Henry Lamb of Casapolis, 
Michigan. Mary became the wife of E. E. Vanderhoof, of Shawano, this state, 
and they have five children. Julia married John Helmer by whom she has had 
one son, Raymond, and is living on the old homestead. Rudolph married Emma
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Freiberg of Sheboygan and is living at Lewistown, Fergus county, Montana. 

Caroline, who is the next in order of birth, is engaged in teaching school. Louis, 

Jr., who is a railroad man, married Belle Isserstedt. Lawrence, who is the 
youngest son, died at the age of twenty-one years. Emma married T. J. Casey 
of Milwaukee, this state, and they have two children, John and Margaret. Eliz- 

abeth became the wife of George Johnson of Amarillo, Texas. 
The family affiliate with the Congregational church and Mr. Helmer is a 

member of H. P. Davidson Post, No. 212, G. A. R., of Plymouth and he votes 

the republican ticket. He was township treasurer for two terms and supervisor 
for several years, while he has discharged the duties of pathmaster for a long 

period. Mr. Helmer is widely known in Plymouth township where he has re- 

sided for many years and has hosts of friends, whose loyalty he has won and 

retained by reason of his many sterling qualities. 

T. M. BOWLER. 

T. M. Bowler is a member of the law firm of Bowler & Bowler, his partner 

being his brother, E. R. Bowler, with whom he came to Sheboygan from Sparta, 

Wisconsin, in February, 1898. They were both born and reared there, the natal 
year of T. M. Bowler being 1871. His parents were John and Johanna (Casey) 

Bowler. The father died in the year 1881 and the mother now makes her home 
in Sheboygan a greater part of the time. 

The youthful days of T. M. Bowler were spent upon a farm and he com- 
pleted his public-school education by graduation from the high school at Sparta, 
after which he took up the profession of teaching, which he followed in his na- 

tive county. He further continued his education, however, by the normal 

course at Whitewater, Wisconsin, and after teaching for a time was called to 

the position of superintendent of schools of Monroe county at the early age of 

twenty-one years. For four years he filled that position. In 1894 he entered the 
University of Wisconsin, in which he completed the law course with the class 
of 1896. The same year he was admitted to the bar and for a year and a half 
thereafter was in the office of D. F. Jones, the United States district attorney 
for the western district of Wisconsin. In February, 1898, he arrived in She- 

boygan, where he has since been located, conducting a general law practice 
in partnership with his brother. The firm has been connected with the North- 
western Railway Company and the Sheboygan Light & Power Company. They 
are also attorneys for the Bank of Sheboygan, in which they hold stock. In 
1899 T. M. Bowler was elected city attorney and filled the position for four 
years. He is an able and learned lawyer, having comprehensive knowledge of 
the principles of jurisprudence, and in their application he is seldom, if ever, 

at fault. His thorough preparation is one of the strong elements of his success, 

to which he adds careful analysis, logical argument and strong reasoning. 
In 1899 Mr. Bowler was united in marriage to Miss Mary Ebert, of Tomah, 

Monroe county, Wisconsin, a daughter of John Ebert, and they now have one 

child, Dorothy, eleven years of age. Mr. Bowler holds membership with the 

Knights of Columbus and this is indicative of his adherence to the Catholic
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faith. He is also a member of the Elks Lodge, No. 299, of which he is a past 
exalted ruler. He is richly endowed with those social qualities which make for 
popularity, while his strong mental powers have been put to good account in the 
practice of law, establishing him in an enviable position as a leading member of 
the Sheboygan bar. 

HON. THOMAS M. BLACKSTOCK. 

Many and varied have been the lines of activity which have claimed the at- 
tention of Hon. Thomas M. Blackstock. His business interests have contributed 
to public prosperity as well as to individual success and his cooperation has been 

_ an important factor in advancing humanitarian, charitable and political interests 

in the state. He is not only one of the early settlers of Sheboygan but has always 
been one of its prominent citizens, and today in all the county there is no man 
more highly honored or respected than Thomas M. Blackstock. He was born 

in County Armagh, in the province of Ulster, Ireland, on the 12th of January, 

1834, and is the only son of Thomas and Sarah (Martin) Blackstock, who were 
also natives of Ulster. The father died when his son Thomas was but three years 
of age. The latter, until nearly fourteen years of age, received religious instruc- 
tion under the auspices of a strict Presbyterian Sunday school. He then came 

to America in 1848 in company with an aunt and his three sisters, his mother 

having preceded him to the new world several years. 

Thomas M. Blackstock, on crossing the Atlantic, took up his abode in St. 

Catharines, Canada, and in the spring of 1849 came to Sheboygan. The mother, 

who had previously arrived here, died in this city in 1872. Her eldest daughter, 

Elizabeth, is now Mrs. James McBride, of St. Catharines, Canada. Agnes, the 

second daughter, is the wife of George Churchill and resides near Hamilton, 

Canada. Susannah is the widow of Theodore Martens and makes her home in 
Chicago. 

Thomas M. Blackstock started out in the business world on his own account, 

depending upon no influence or aid but solely upon his own efforts for success. 

For a time he was employed in a hotel and later secured a position in 1850 as clerk 
in the drug store of Dr. Brown. He devoted six years to that business and his 
constantly broadening experience and knowledge qualified him for more impor- 

tant undertakings. About 1856 he was made superintendent of construction of 
the Sheboygan and Fond du Lac plank road and served in that capacity until 

1861. On his retirement from that position he purchased the drug business of 

Dr. J. J. Brown, of Sheboygan, and conducted the store along profitable lines 

until 1876. The year previous he was one of the most active in the organization 
3 and establishment of the Phoenix Chair Company, of which he was secretary 

for about a year. He was next chosen president and general manager of the 
company and held a controlling interest in the business ever since. To him 
may be largely attributed the founding of the business and its management. 

Others aided materially, but his connection therewith was a guarantee for the 
safety of the invested capital. The business grew steadily and along substantial
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lines and the success of the Phoenix Company has encouraged the establishment 
of other factories not only of similar character but also of diversified interests. 

Mr. Blackstock has ever been a resourceful man, meeting every position of 
life with the confidence and courage that come of a recognition of his own powers 
and capacities and a just conception of those experiences which go to make up 
life’s contacts. While he figured prominently in industrial circles as the manager 
of the Phoenix Chair Company, he also became one of the promoters of the 
Sheboygan Mutual Loan, Saving and Building Association, of which he has 
been the president since its organization. This corporation is now capitalized 
for five million dollars. The association has done much to promote the growth 
and improvement of the city and to aid pedple of limited means in securing com- 
fortable homes. From the beginning its business has steadily grown and is still 
increasing along substantial lines. The association is today the most prominent 
in the state, having larger assets and a greater number of members than the 
seven similar associations located in Racine, La Crosse and Kenosha, each of 
which cities has a greater population than Sheboygan. This business, too, is the 
result of the enterprise, the sagacity and the executive ability of Mr. Blackstock, 
who was its organizer in 1885 and has continuously been its president. Its assets 
amount to one million dollars and its membership is three thousand. 

In November, 1861, Mr. Blackstock was united in marriage at Sheboygan, to 
Miss Bridget Denn, a native of Waterford, Ireland, and a daughter of Martin 
and Ellen Denn. In addition to the attractive home which he owns and occupies, 
Mr. Blackstock is largly interested in other real estate in the city and is the presi- 
dent and owner of the South Sheboygan Land Company. He also has a fine 
farm of one hundred and seventy-four acres within a mile of the city, lying to the 

north. : 

While the business interests that have claimed the time and attention of Mr. 
Blackstock have been extensive and important, he has yet found opportunity to 
promote many public projects and no plan for the benefit of the city or for the 
assistance of its people seeks his aid in vain. In politics he is a stalwart republi- 
can, taking an active and prominent part in the councils of his party. He has been 
a central figure in many local and state conventions and his political addresses 
are always attentively received. While his friends do not claim that he possesses 
the powers of a great orator, they assert that he has a happy faculty of saying 
the right thing at the right time, that his speeches abound in pleasant humor and 
sound sense and that they hold his audience in close attention, leaving a favorable 
impress upon his hearers. In fact his public speaking in conventions and upon 
other occasions has won for him a creditable reputation throughout the state. 
Previous to the republican convention of 1894 his name was prominently men- 
tioned in connection with the gubernatorial candidacy. Mr. Blackstock, however, 
has served in various local offices. For four terms he was a member of the com- 
mon council and for three terms was mayor of the city. He was also sent to the 
state legislature as a member of the lower house. In 1892 he served as a delegate 
to the republican national convention held in Minneapolis and he was appointed 
one of the committee to notify President Harrison of his nomination. He was 
also a delegate to the republican league convention at Denver, Colorado, in May, 
1893, and was appointed vice president for Wisconsin. While serving as mayor 
and after his retirement from that office he was a member of the board of com-
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missioners of public debt and was instrumental in effecting a satisfactory and 
profitable settlement of the city’s indebtedness. It was Mr. Blackstock who was 
instrumental in having the soldier's monument placed in Fountain park. It is 
due to him that a hospital was established in Sheboygan, and thus in these as well 
as in many other connections his labors have been a vital element in the city’s 
growth. Mr. Blackstock has ever been a generous friend to the Grand Army 
of the Republic and although he was never an enlisted soldier, the local post of 
Sheboygan has elected him an honorary member—the only citizen of Wisconsin 
upon whom such an honor has been conferred. In a review of the life of Thomas 
M. Blackstock there is much to commend. He is preeminently a self-made man 
whose example is well worthy of emilation. Sheboygan’s citizens know that he 
came to this country from a foreign land a penniless lad, that he courageously 
started in the battle of life and that he has won the victory with enterprise, integ- 
rity and indomitable energy as his weapons. He has advanced to wealth and 
honorable position, and perhaps the memory of his own experience accounts for 
his warm interest in and kindly aid to young men starting out in life where timely 
encouragement at a critical turn has brought success and prosperity where fail- 
ure and utter disappointment seemed inevitable. In a word, Thomas M. Black- 
stock has fully met every obligation of life in meeting his personal duties and in 
his relations with his fellowmen. Progress has been his watchword and as he has 
advanced he has ever held out a helping hand to fellow travelers on the journey 
of life. 

CHARLES VICK. 

Charles Vick is the popular proprietor and owner of the Franklin Hotel of 
Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin. He was born in Sheboygan county, this state, 
on the 17th of March, 1868, his parents being Christian and Anna (Salm) Vick, 
both natives of Germany. The father was born in Mecklenburg, August 25, 
1831. He emigrated to America with his parents in 1865 and with them settled 
on a farm in Sheboygan county, at which place his parents spent the remaining 
days of their lives. For some time after settling in this county Christian Vick 
was employed as a farm hand. Later he purchased a farm near Sheboygan 
Falls, upon which he lived until 1901. He then removed to the city of Sheboy- 
gan Falls, where he lives with his son Charles. 

Charles Vick was reared in his father’s home, obtaining his early education in 
the district schools at Sheboygan Falls. He remained with his parents until 
eighteen years of age, at which time he engaged in work in a sawmill, being em- 
ployed at the same mill for a number of years. In 1907 he purchased the 
Franklin Hotel in Sheboygan Falls, where he now lives and conducts a well 
ordered and prosperous hostelry. 

On the 7th of November, 1890, Mr. Vick was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna Schadde, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schadde, both natives of 
Germany. They emigrated to America in 1886, settling on a farm in Sheboy- 
gan county, at which place Mrs. Schadde died in 1906. Mr. and Mrs. Vick are 
the parents of three children, namely: Alvin, a recent graduate of the Sheboy-
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gan Falls high school; Robert, in attendance at the public school; and Helen. 

Charles Vick is one of the substantial citizens of Sheboygan county. Frater- 

nally he is identified with the Eagles and the United Aid Society. The prosperity 

which he now enjoys is largely due to his rare social and business qualities. 

He is a true son of Wisconsin and a useful man in his county and state. 

ALLEN A. HARMON. 

Allen A. Harmon is a son of Chauncey Harmon, who migrated to Wiscon- 

sin from New York in 1844, settling in the town of Lyndon, Sheboygan county, 
being the first man to settle in that community. He was born in Lyndon, April 

16, 1858, and grew to manhood in Sheboygan county. The father was born in 

Oswego county, New York, February 12, 1819, and came west by water to 
Milwaukee and thence by ox team to Sheboygan county, where he entered gov- 

ernment land. Upon the tract which the father took up in Sheboygan county 
he remained until the time of his death, January 26, 1895. The original deed 
to the old homestead, signed by President Polk, is still in the possession of Allen 
A. Harmon. Susan (Aiken) Harmon, the mother of our subject, was born in 

Cuyahoga county, Ohio, coming west after her marriage to Mr. Harmon, 
which occurred September 12, 1854. She lived until September, 3, 1891. In 

their family were four children of whom three sons now survive: Willis A., a 
resident of Washburn, Dakota; John O., a traveling man with headquarters in 
Milwaukee; and Allen A., of this review. 

The last named was reared in Wisconsin and received a good common-school 
education. After leaving school he remained on the farm with his father with 
the exception of two years spent in Illinois and Kansas, until the time of his 
parents’ death. After his father’s passing he purchased his brothers’ interest 
in the estate and continued to live on the farm for several years, after which he 
retired and is now renting his one hundred and sixty acre farm. 

Mr. Harmon was married in 1896 to Mrs. Regina Hurges, of German par- 
entage but a native of Wisconsin. One child has been born to this union, Min- 

nie, whose birth occurred July 5, 1898. Mrs. Harmon had previously been mar- 
ried, having one child by her first husband, Amanda, attending normal school 
at Milwaukee. Mr. Harmon, who has lived practically all his life in his native 
state has a large number of friends who esteem him as one of the substantial and 
valuable men of the county. 

CHARLES KROEGER. 

Charles Kroeger was born in Westphalia, Germany, on the 29th of June, 
1848, one of seven children, his parents being John Albert and Louisa Wilhel- 
mina Kroeger, also natives of that country. The father died in Germany at 
the age of seventy-two years. Charles Kroeger emigrated to America in April, 
1867, settling in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he remained for one year, work-
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ing at the trade of a carriage and wagon maker. On the goth of April, 1868, 
he came to Sheboygan Falls, here being employed in the Sufelt wagon factory 
for a period of five years. Severing his connection with that concern, he en- 
gaged in the same line of business for himself and extended his investments in 
the construction of a sawmill, which enabled him to manufacture lumber for 

his own use. In this business he is still engaged, having taken into the business, 

in joint partnership, his son Fred. 

In March, 1881, Mr. Kroeger was united in wedlock to Miss Mary Meye- 
peter, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Meyepeter, both natives of Germany. 
They emigrated to America, settling in Missouri on a farm. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kroeger are the parents of four children. Ernest R., who resides in Calumet, 

Michigan, is married and has one daughter. Ella is the wife of Otto Gabe, who 
is engaged in railroad work. Mr. and Mrs. Gabe have one daughter. Fred lives 

at home and is associated in business with his father. Frank, also still under the 

parental roof, is an employe of the American Express Company. Fraternally 

Mr. Kroeger is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at She- 
boygan Falls. He has been an active and successful business man and during 

his business career has maintained the highest standard of integrity. His goods 
bear the stamp of reliable and honest construction, and to the community at large 

his name is a guarantee for value received whenever an article manufactured at 
his plant finds its way into public service. 

BYRON M. EVANS. 

Byron M. Evans, landowner and retired farmer of Plymouth, has achieved 

* leisure and prosperous circumstances by the practice of industry and the wise 

direction of his energies. He was born October 21, 1855, in Plymouth township, 
and this community has witnessed many of the events which mark chapters in 

his life’s history. In other parts of the state he has made his home for certain 
periods and he has experienced both urban and country life, and after a thorough 
acquaintance with both has expressed his preference for the latter. At the cus- 

tomary age he entered the public school in the neighborhood of his home and 

there pursued his education through the successive grades until he had com- 

pleted the course of instruction. Meanwhile he had engaged in the work on 

his father’s place and acquired a degree of facility in the planting and harvest- 
ing of crops, the care and use of domestic animals and the various departments 
of farm work in which a man must needs be skilled if he would prove a success- 

ful agriculturist. : 

At the age of twenty-one years he accepted a position of responsibility at 
the state penitentiary at Waupun under H. N. Smith, warden of the institution, 
remaining here until the death of his father in 1878 necessitated his presence 

at the family home. The following year he returned to Waupun, this time per- 
forming his duties under the direction of Colonel George W. Carter. In 1882 
he left the institution at Waupun to assume the duties of assistant superintendent 
of the asylum then newly built at Sheboygan. This was a position entailing 
large responsibilities as Mr. Evans and those associated with him in authority
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were charged with the care and well-being of those persons confided to their 

care. For a period of three or four years he filled this onerous situation when 
he removed to Milwaukee, where he engaged in speculating. About 1904 he 

purchased the homestead of his father in Plymouth, and in addition thereto the 
adjoining place, known as the Koebel farm, the entire property comprising one 
hundred and forty acres. Upon his place he has erected a fine residence and 

here he has led a retired life since 1906. 
On November 3, 1905, occurred the marriage of Mr. Evans and Regina 

Burghart, a daughter of Girard and Emma (Goshin)* Burghart, residents of 
Chicago, the father a native of Cologne, Germany, and the mother of St. Johns, 
Newfoundland. Girard Burghart was born in 1841 and at the completion of his 
college course in 1861 came to the United States. He made his home at La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, and entered the employ of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad, continuing in the service of that corporation for thirty-eight 
years. His death occurred in Chicago on the gth of May, 1907. Mrs. Burghart 
came to the United States with her father while still in her infancy and the 
family home was established in La Crosse, Wisconsin. Mr. Evans affiliates with 
the Masonic order and gives his suppurt and the influence of his indorsement 
to all measures inaugurated for mutual benefit and the common good of all. 

WILLIAM WOLF. : 

William Wolf, the owner of a large property on which he conducts the busi- 
ness of a saloon, was born at Sheboygan Falls on the 22d of July, 1850. His 
parents, Louis and Augusta (Kastner) Wolf, were both natives of Germany. 
The father emigrated to this country in 1842, settling first in Utica, New York, 
where he remained for about six years. He was a shoemaker by trade and im- 
mediately engaged in that business on reaching America. In the year 1848 he 
removed from Utica to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and was engaged in his vocation 
for the following four years. In 1852 he moved to Sheboygan Falls, at which 
place he opened a shoe store and continued to care for this business until the 
time of his death, which occurred in 1889. William Wolf is one of six children, 
the following still living. Barbara gave her hand in marriage to Charles 
Mueller, a real-estate agent of Port Washington, Wisconsin, by whom she has 
five children. William, of this review, is the next in order of birth, Teney, 
living in Milwaukee, is the wife of Luther Eckel, a miller by trade, by whom 
she has one daughter. Louis, the father of four children, makes his home in 
Kaukauna and is a miller by trade. Satey is the widow of August Vaun, of 
Sheboygan Falls. 

William Wolf was reared at home and educated in the public schools at 
Sheboygan Falls, being a graduate of the high school at that place. After com- 
pleting his school life he was engaged in the tanning business, in which he con- 
tinued for a period of twenty-six years. In 1892 he erected a large building 
of his own in which he is engaged in the saloon business. 

In 1878 Mr. Wolf was united in marriage to Miss Lucy Halbach, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. William Halbach, both natives of Germany. To this union
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four children have been born. Edwin, a graduate of the Sheboygan Falls high 

school, is now engaged in the practice of dentistry in Mexico. Norma is the wife 
of Charles Cody, a practicing dentist of La Crosse, Wisconsin. Meatha, the 
mother of one child, lives at Sheboygan Falls and is the wife of John Van 
Owerkirk, a bookkeeper in the employ of the Weisse Tanning Company. Arno 
is engaged in the drug business in Racine, Wisconsin. 

HENRY W. TIMMER. 

Henry W. Timmer, postmaster of Waldo, is one of the highly esteemed 

citizens of the town, where for fifteen years he has been actively and success- 
fully identified with the business interests. He is a native of Sheboygan county, 
his birth having occurred in the vicinity of Gibbsville, Lima township, on the 
18th of June, 1873. His father, Henry Timmer, was born in Emden, in the 

province of Hanover, Germany, on the 13th of March, 1828, and there he passed 

the first twenty years of his life. Together with his mother, Mrs. Christina 
(Schmitt) Timmer, he emigrated to the United States in 1848, locating at Spring- 

field, Illinois. There for a time he was employed on the railroad, but he sub- 
sequently removed to Milwaukee, coming from there to Sheboygan county in 

the early ’50s. Here he acquired a tract of timber land in Lima township that 
he cleared and improved and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He 
continued to follow farming during the remainder of his active life, but de- 

voted a large portion of his time to auctioneering. About 1870, Henry Timmer 

was married to Miss Talena Obermeyer of Lima township and a native of 
Hanover. She was a daughter of William and Hulda (Naninga) Obermeyer, 
also natives of Hanover, where the father passed away. Six children were born 

to Mr. and Mrs. Obermeyer, Mrs. Timmer being the fifth in order of birth. 
She and her mother came to America in 1869, locating in Lima township, where 
she subsequently met and married Mr. Timmer. In 1876 they removed to 
New Holstein, Calumet county, and there the mother passed away on the 21st 

of January, 1881. The father, however, continued to make his home there until 
1898, when he retired from active work and removed to Grundy Center, Iowa, 

where he died on May 31, 1905, at the age of seventy-seven years. He was a 
man of unusual capabilities, and was held in high esteem in the various com- 

munities where he resided. He was a good linguist, had a fine memory and was 
widely informed on all subjects of the day and his views and opinions on any 
subject had much weight with his fellow townsmen. In matters of citizenship 
he was enterprising and public-spirited and while residing in Lima township 
he served most efficiently as treasurer, clerk and justice of the peace. Four chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Timmer, our subject being the second in order 
of birth. The others are as follows: Christine, the wife of Henry H. Greve, 
register of deeds in Calumet county, who is living on the old homestead at 
New Holstein; Martin, who is engaged in the hardware business at Dogden, 
North Dakota; and Lena, who died at the age of three and a half years. 

After the completion of the public schools in New Holstein, Henry W. Tim- 
mer took a course in the Sheboygan Business College, being graduated from that
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institution in 1890. He began his business career as a clerk in a general mer- 
cantile store at Hayton, this state. In 1892 he accepted a position in Sheboygan, 
but in the spring of 1893 he went to Plymouth and learned the tinner’s trade. 
Feeling that he was in every way qualified to establish and build up a business 

of his own, in February, 1897, he came to Waldo and bought a hardware store 

which he conducted for twelve years. At the expiration of that time he dis- 
posed of this enterprise and in 1909 opened a machine and repair shop, in con- 
nection with which he also maintained a plumbing and sheet metal department. 
As this is the only establishment of the kind in the town and he does good work 
and is thoroughly reliable Mr. Timmer has built up a good trade. 

On the 19th of August, 1895, Mr. Timmer was united in marriage to Miss 
Florence E. Beeckler, a daughter of Charles and Mary (Hillyer) Beeckler of 
Waldo. In the paternal line Mrs. Timmer is descended from an old New Eng- 

land family, but her grandfather removed to Canada, where the father was born 
and reared, coming from there to Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Beeckler 
were the parents of five children, of whom Mrs. Timmer is the eldest. The 
mother passed away in 1892, but the father is still living and now makes his 
home in Granton, this state. Mr. and Mrs, Timmer have one son, Warren. 

The family affiliate with the German Reformed church, and fraternally Mr. 
Timmer is a member of the Masonic lodge of Plymouth and he also belongs 
to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Modern Woodmen of America, and 
National Fraternal League. He is a republican in his political views and has 
always figured prominently in municipal affairs ever since locating in Waldo. 
He has been clerk and treasurer of Lyndon township and he has also been justice 
of the peace and he is now serving his second term as chairman of the board of 
township supervisors. In July, 1899, he was appointed postmaster of Waldo and 
has ever since been the incumbent of that office, which is under classified serv- 
ice. Mr. Timmer is held in high esteem in local circles, as in all of his transac- 
tions he has manifested those qualities that stamp him as a man of upright 
principles and unquestionable integrity. 0 

FRED LAACK. 

Although a native of Germany Fred Laack is a pioneer of Wisconsin, hav- 
ing come to Sheboygan county when eight years of age with his parents in 1854. 
He has been a successful farmer during his active business life and on retiring 
removed to Plymouth, where he now resides in his pleasant home. He was 
born in Germany, October 2, 1844, a son of Carl and Wilhelmina (Stein) Laack, 
who emigrated to the United States in 1854. They came at once to Sheboygan 
county, settling on a farm near Plymouth where they lived until their deaths, 
the father passing away in 1882 and the mother in 1883. Mr. Laack was edu- 
cated in the common schools of Plymouth and when about fifteen years of age, 
having learned the carpenter’s trade, began following that vocation and for fif- 
teen years he gave to it his entire attention and time. He then purchased a 
farm upon which he lived until 1908, when he retired and moved to his pleasant 
home in Plymouth. He is a veteran of the Civil war, having enlisted in 1862
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in Company B, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry, and served his adopted 
country for three years, being discharged in 1865. Immediately afterward he 
returned home and again occupied himself at his trade and the carrying on of 
his farm work. 

Mr. Laack was married in 1869, to Miss Elizabeth Fisher, a daughter of 
Henry Fisher, one of the early settlers of Sheboygan county. Unto them were 

born seven children, namely: Charles A., of Sheboygan Falls; Herman E., who 
was burned to death in 1911; Ida, who married Herman John; Mary; Cora, 
the wife of William Pretzel; Paulina, the wife of Carl Ellis, of Rose Lake, Idaho; 

and Otelia, who wedded Henry J. Fitzpatrick. The only order to which Mr. 
Laack belongs is the Grand Army of the Republic, his membership being with 
the H. P. Davidson Post, No. 212. In Plymouth, where Mn Laack has lived 
for so long, he is familiarly known by practically all the people in the city. He 

is a man of geniality, companionable by nature and possessing the happy faculty 

of forming and retaining many friends. He is among the most respected citizens 
of the city and county and his home is noted for its hospitality. 

ASA CARPENTER. 

Asa Carpenter, one of the pioneers of Sheboygan county, migrated here from 

New York in 1851 and settled on eighty acres of heavily timbered land which he 

cleared and upon which he lived until the time of his retirement, when he removed 

to Plymouth. An active man politically, he served his county in positions of trust 

and honor for twenty years and was one of the founders of the republican party 

in this section. He was born at Sandy Creek, Oswego county, New York, De- 

cember 26, 1829, a son of Asa Carpenter, Sr., who was born in Connecticut, Au- 

gust 4, 1795, of an old eastern family. The father removed to New York when 

seventeen years of age on account of the death of his father, and went to live 
with a brother in the Empire state. He followed farming as a vocation through- 
out his life, dying on April 26, 1878. He with one of his brothers served in the 
War of 1812, being stationed on the frontier of Canada. His wife, Louisa 

(Wood) Carpenter, died when the subject of this review was six years of age. 
Eight children were born in their family and with the exception of one daughter 

all grew to manhood and womanhood. The father was married twice, his second 
union being with Suky Robbins, whose father served in the Revolutionary war 
and belonged to an early eastern family. She lived to be ninety-three years of 
age and passed away in the state of New York. Unto the second union of Mr. 
Carpenter one child was born, who died in 1911. 

Asa Carpenter was reared in the state of New York where he received a 
good, common school education in Oswego county, and in 1851 came to Wiscon- 
sin, arriving in Sheboygan county on April 18. He came to this state with the 

intention of teaching school but owing to a misunderstanding among the schools 

he gave up the idea and with his ax went into the timber, where he was employed 
for a considerable time. Later he purchased eighty acres covered with heavy 

timber which he immediately began to clear, placing the land as fast as possible 
under cultivation. He added necessary improvements, subdued the land and
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brought it under a good state of tilth. He lived upon this farm for many years, 
until the time of his retirement, when he sold it and removed to his present home 
in Plymouth. 

Mr. Carpenter was married April 6, 1854, to Miss Harriet Wilson, a daughter 

of Ezra Wilson, one of the early settlers of Sheboygan county, the family having 

settled here two years prior to the coming of Mr. Carpenter. She passed away 

February 12, 1891, and in 1892 Mr. Carpenter was again married, his second 
union being with Miss Edith Chase, a daughter of William Chase, also an early 
settler of Wisconsin, who after the war removed to Minnesota. One child, 

William Chase, named for his grandfather, has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Car- 

penter, his birth occurring March 17, 1894. He is now attending Ripon College, 
taking the engineering course. 

Asa Carpenter has from his early manhood been a stanch republican and was 

one of the founders of that party in this section. He has always taken an active 
interest in politics and is enthusiastic regarding the grand old party and its 
achievements. He was for a long time connected with local politics, serving on 
the county board, and as chairman of the town board for many years. Mr. Car- 
penter, during his earlier and more active years, was one of the leading spirits of 
progress in political, civic and business affairs in his community. He has been 
a member of the Congregational church for many years and has always been a 
liberal supporter of this institution. 

He commands the respect and good-will of his fellowmen and, being of more 

than average intelligence, and possessing a good education, it was natural that he 
should be prominent in all the public affairs of his community. He formed an 
extensive acquaintance and is known to a large number of people throughout the 

county. No citizen of Plymouth is more respected and none has a more enviable 
business record than he. ; 

THE VOLLRATH COMPANY. 

Jacob J. Vollrath (1824-1898), founder of the company, was born in Doerre- 

bath, Germany, and came to America in 1845. In 1874 he began the manufacture 
of cast iron hollow ware under his own name in a small frame foundry located 
at the corner of Huron avenue and Sixth street, Sheboygan, Wisconsin. When 

porcelain enameling, as applied to cooking utensils, was in its commercial in- 
fancy, the process was applied to the Vollrath products in cast iron and, later, 

to stamped steel wares, which had been added to the manufactures. In the devel- 

opment of the enameling branch of the business and through effort to obtain 
efficiency in it, there was invented by Jacob J. Vollrath the “Gray Enamel” and 
later, by C. A. W. Vollrath, his son, that process by which the “speckled” or 
“peppered” effect in enamel is obtained. 

In 1884 the business was incorporated under the Wisconsin laws under the 

style The Jacob J. Vollrath Manufacturing Company, and in rorz, practically 
the entire assets were assumed by the new corporation The Vollrath Company, 
with C. A. W. Vollrath, president, to whose thirty-seven years of effort in the man- 
ufacturing departments of the company, the progress of Vollrath Ware might 
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properly be accredited. The plant of The Vollrath Company, occupying at this 

time an entire city block at its original location, was deemed insufficient to meet 

the demands upon it and work upon a new and modern plant was begun upon 

the forty acre site on Eighteenth street, between Superior and Erie avenues. 

At the time of this writing, the plant, half of which is erected and occupied, 
promises to be one of the city’s most pleasing industrial plants. 

The policy of The Vollrath Company from its inception has been to manu- 
facture ware of high quality rather than the cheaper grades and that success to 
this end has been attained is evidenced by the standing of the Vollrath Enameled 
Products in the larger trade centers of the states and by the awards of grand 
prizes for superiority over others in white and colored enamels at the Cotton 
Centennial Exposition in 1885, the World’s Columbian Exposition in 1893, and 

the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in 1904. 

WILLIAM C. F. ARNDT. 

William C. F. Arndt is the junior partner of the firm of Arndt Brothers, 
proprietors of a flouring mill and elevator in Sheboygan, the latter having been 
built by the brothers in 1911. The father was William Arndt, Sr., more ex- 

tended mention of whom will be found in the biographical review introduced 
by the name of Rudolph W. Arndt, senior member of the firm of Arndt Broth- 

ers. William C. F. Arndt was born in Sheboygan county, March 29, 1875. His 

father was a miller by trade and the subject of this review grew up in the 
milling business, which he has followed since attaining the age of fifteen years. 

He attended the public schools of Sheboygan, in which he attained a good 
education, later taking a course in a business college. Having learned the mill- 
er’s trade with his father between periods of attending school, when fifteen 
years of age he began giving his entire attention to that work and for many years 
assisted his father in the mill. He later became a partner with his brother, 

Rudolph W. Arndt, and together they carried on a prosperous business. In 
1897 the brothers built what is now known as the Pigeon river warehouse and in 
1911 they erected a fine elevator which they now operate in connection with their 
milling business. 

Mr. Arndt chose as his life companion and helpmate Miss Louise Sokoll, a 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Sokoll, both of whom were natives of Ger- 
many. The family emigrated to the United States in 1880, settling in Wisconsin. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arndt are the parents of one child, William C. F., Jr., who was 
born November 8, 1908. 

In his political views Mr. Arndt adheres to the principles of the republican 

party, his business affairs, however, demand the greater part of his attention, 

and he does not seek the emoluments or honors of public office. Early in life he 

began taking an active interest in business and became an efficient helper to his 
father in the mill. As he grew to maturity he became an expert in the milling 
trade and also in dealing with customers who had business with his father at 
the mill. Later on, after the partnership of the two brothers was formed, his 

knowledge of the milling business stood him in good stead and to him is due



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 69 

jn no small degree the credit for the splendid success which the firm has made in 

the milling and elevator business. He is a popular citizen and has an extended 

acquaintance throughout the county in which he was born, being greatly respected 

by all who know him. 

HERMAN W. GROHSKOPF. 

The commercial interests of Waldo find an able representative in Herman 

W. Grohskopf, who for three years has been successfully engaged in the hard- 

ware and furniture business there. He was born in Prussia on the 26th of 

May, 1875, and is a son of Christian and Ernestina (Heise) Grohskopf, likewise 

natives of Prussia, the father having been born in 1844 and the mother in 1850. 

After the completion of his education Christian Grohskopf learned the machin- 

ist’s trade, which he followed in his native land until 1883, when together with 

his wife and family he emigrated to the United States. He came direct to She- 

boygan, where he obtained employment in the Phoenix Chair Factory, remaining 

in their employ until the early ‘90s. He then bought a farm on section 32 of 

Sheboygan Falls township and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He 

has met with very good success in his undertakings and still resides on his farm, 

which is one of the well improved and cultivated properties of that community. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Grohskopf, our subject being the sec- 

ond in order of birth. The others are as follows: William, who is living in 

Mosel township; Richard, who is on the old homestead; and Anna, the wife of 

Frank E. Hein, of Waldo. 

The first eight years in the life of Herman W. Grohskopf were passed 

in his native land where he began his education, and continued it in the public 

schools of Sheboygan until he was a youth of fourteen years. He then laid 

aside his text-books and began his business career with H. C. Prange, remaining 

in his employ for seven years. In 1896, he enlisted as a musician in the Fifth 

United States Cavalry for three years, his regiment serving under General Miles 

in Porto Rico during the Spanish-American war. When mustered out he re- ‘ 

turned to Sheboygan Falls and for a year thereafter assisted his father on the 

farm. At the expiration of that time he obtained a position in Dunker’s Or- 

chestra and also the Olympic Quintette at Milwaukee. In 1909 he came to Waldo 

and bought the hardware store of H. W. Timmer and has ever since devoted his 

entire time and attention to the development of his business interests. He is en- 
terprising in his methods and subsequently extended the scope of his activities 
by adding to his stock of hardware a line of furniture, which has proven to be a 

very successful undertaking. In the conduct of his business Mr. Grohskopf has 
adopted a policy that commends him to the confidence of all who have trans- 
actions with him, and as he is accommodating to his patrons and the quality of 
his merchandise is fully commensurate with the prices asked he is accorded a 

large and constantly increasing trade. 

On the 12th of April, 1902, Mr. Grohskopf was married to Miss Minnie 

Heiden, who is descended from one of the oldest families of Sheboygan Falls 
township. She is the daughter of Louis and Ernestina (Heckler) Heiden, and
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is of German extraction as the name would suggest. The father, who is a 
farmer in the vicinity of Sheboygan Falls, was born in this township, whereto 
his parents emigrated from Germany during the early pioneer period. Mrs. 

Grohskopf is the eldest of the three children and the mother of three sons and 
three daughters. They are in order of birth as follows: Elmer, Irwin, Herman, 

Jr., Evelyn, Erna and Helen. 

The family affiliate with the Lutheran church in which Mr. and Mrs. Grohs- 
kopf hold membership, and he belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America. 

Enterprising in his business and progressive in matters of citizenship, Mr. 
Grohskopf is a man who would be an acquisition to any community, as he 
heartily cooperates in promoting the development of various public interests. 

HENRY A. DETLING. 

Henry A. Detling is city attorney of Sheboygan and a member of the law 
firm of Detling & Detling, and has been actively connected with the profession 
here since 1901. In that year Henry A. Detling was admitted to the bar and in 
1905 he was elected city attorney, which position he has since continuously filled 

serving now for the fourth term. No higher testimonial of his capability or of 
the confidence reposed in him by his fellow townsmen could be given than the 
fact that he has three times been reelected to the office. 

Mr. Detling is a native of this county, having been born in Plymouth, April 
3, 1878, his parents being Valentine and Mary A. (Weiss) Detling, who removed 
from Plymouth to Sheboygan when their son Henry was but three years of age. 
The father is now prominently engaged in the real-estate and loan business and 
is regarded as one of the leading residents of this city. At the usual age Henry 
A. Detling became a public-school pupil and passed through consecutive grades 
until he left the high school to enter the University of Wisconsin, in which he 
pursued his law course and was graduated in 1901. The same year he was ad- 
mitted to the bar and entered into partnership with C. H. Maynard, who was 

’ at that time a practitioner of the Sheboygan bar but is now deceased. The 
partnership relation between them existed to the time of Mr. Maynard’s death 
and in 1905 Henry A. Detling entered into partnership with his brother under 
the firm style of Detling & Detling. He has always been accorded a liberal 
clientage and his ability has enabled him to care for the interests which he repre- 
sents in a most capable manner. His knowledge of the law is comprehensive 
and exact, his preparation of his cases thorough and exhaustive and his pres- 
entation of his cause ever clear and logical. His political allegiance is given to 
the democratic party but the only office he has ever sought or desired has been 
in the strict path of his profession and eight years’ service as city attorney 
plainly indicates how well and worthily he has discharged the duties devolving 
upon him. 

Mr. Detling was united in marriage to Miss Carlie Zillier, a daughter of Carl 
Zillier. They are prominent socially in the city and their home is characterized 
by a gracious and attractive hospitality. Mr. Detling is well known as a charter 
member of the Knights of Columbus and is a member of the Benevolent Pro-
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tective Order of Elks. He is popular with his fellow townsmen, among whom 
almost his entire life has been passed, and that his record has ever been 

creditable is indicated in the fact that his stanchest friends are those who have 
known him. from his boyhood to the present time. 

MILTON E. HANCHETT. 

Milton E. Hanchett is the general manager of the S. D. Hanchett Furniture 
Company, a retail furniture and undertaking establishment located at 424-426 

North Eighth street and also has charge of the undertaking department of the 

firm. He has been directing the affairs of the firm since 1908. His birth occurred 
in Sheboygan on the 5th of April, 1880, his parents being S. D. and Josephine 

(Stoakes) Hanchett. S. D. Hanchett is of English extraction, having first set- 

tled in America in the New England states. He is the founder and president 
of the S. D. Hanchett Furniture Company, having established that business in 

the year 1881, it being the oldest concern of its kind in the city of Sheboygan. 
Mr. Hanchett removed from Richford, Tioga county, New York, settling first at 

Sheboygan Falls in 1858, from which place he removed to the city of Sheboygan 
in 1872. For some time previous to his establishing the S. D. Hanchett Furni- 

ture Company he was employed as a traveling salesman. During the Civil war 
he was among the first to respond to the call of Lincoln for service in defense of 

the flag, enlisting in Company H of the First Wisconsin Infantry in 1861, con- 
tinuing with his command, however, for one year only, at the expiration of which 
time he was honorably discharged on account of serious illness which incapaci- 
tated him for further service as a soldier in the ranks. During all his life he 
has been an enthusiastic and loyal member of the republican party, giving his 

support at all times to the policies advocated by that great political organization. 
He served in the office of deputy collector of customs from 1890 to 1894. His 
wife, Mrs. Josephine (Stoakes) Hanchett, passed out of this life January 1, 1896, 
and her body was interred in the family lot in Wildwood cemetery. 

Milton E. Hanchett was reared in his father’s home and received his early 
education in the public schools of Sheboygan. Upon completing his course in 
the common schools he pursued his studies by taking the full course in the 
Sheboygan Business College. After graduating from that institution he at once 
entered his father’s employment and has since continued to be associated with 
this successful enterprise. For a number of years he has been one of the directors 
of the company and served as the general manager since January 14, 1908. 

On the 2d of September, 1901, Mr. Hanchett was united in marriage to Miss 
Hattie Mueller, a daughter of Henry G. Mueller, one of the pioneer lumber 
dealers of Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hanchett two children have been 
born, namely: Helen, born June 2, 1907, who is just beginning her education 
as a pupil in the kindergarten; and Rogene, born August 10, rgrt. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Hanchett has sup- 
ported the men and measures of the republican party, believing its principles most 

. conducive to good government. His religious faith is indicated by his member- 
ship in the First Congregational church, while fraternally he is identified with
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the Masons, the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, 

the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Modern Woodmen of America and the In- 

dependent Order of Odd Fellows. He is likewise a member of the Sheboygan 

Country Club and a director of Sheboygan Business Men’s Association. Mr. 
Hanchett’s business career has been confined entirely to his operations in con- 
nection with the S. D. Hanchett Furniture Company and in the service of this 
company he has proven himself to be a most successful and competent business 
man. Everywhere he is regarded as a man of strict integrity, competently and 
ably directing the affairs of the S. D. Hanchett Furniture Company, which is 

known as one of the most successful establishments of its kind in northeastern 
Wisconsin. 

LEON C. BARTLETT. 

Despite the fact that he has attained the venerable age of seventy-eight years 
Leon C. Bartlett is still actively identified with the commercial fraternity of 
Cascade, where he has been engaged in the drug, book and grocery business 
since 1874. He was born in Jefferson county, New York, on April 10, 1834, and 

is descended in both lines from old New England colonial families. His paternal 

grandfather, Joseph Bartlett, fought in the Revolutionary war, while the great- 
grandfather, Josiah Bartlett, was one of the signers of the Declaration of In- 

dependence from New Hampshire. His parents were Ira and Asenath (Snow) 

Bartlett, the father a native of Vermont, his birth occurring in October, 1791, 

and the mother of Massachusetts. Ira Bartlett, who was a veteran of the War 

of 1812, always devoted his energies to agricultural pursuits, and during the 

early years of his manhood he located in New York, where he engaged in farm- 

ing until his death in 1863. He had long survived the mother, who passed 
away in 1835, during the infancy of our subject. 

Leon C. Bartlett, who was the youngest of the six children born to his par- 
ents, was given the advantages of a good education. Reared in the country he 
began his studies in the district schools and completed his education with an 
academic course. He subsequently adopted the profession of teaching for his 

vocation and for four years thereafter taught in the vicinity of his boyhood 

home. Soon after his marriage in 1856, Mr. Bartlett removed to Wisconsin, he 

and his bride settling in Cascade. Here he acquired some property that he 
subsequently traded for a farm, devoting his energies to its cultivation during 
the summer months while he engaged in teaching during the winter. He con- 

tinued to farm in summer and teach in the winter for thirteen years, but in 
1872 he sold his land and removed to Sheboygan Falls, where he established a 

drug business. Two years later he disposed of this to E. P. Bryant, and came to 
Cascade and: opened a drug, book and grocery store that he has ever since 

conducted. He is one of the veteran druggists of the county, having been con- 
tinuously engaged in this business for forty years. Having imbibed the patriotic 
fervor that distinguished his father and grandfather, Mr. Bartlett enlisted in 

the Union army on the 28th of May, 1861, and went to the front as a private in 
Company C, Fourth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, the first company to leave
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Sheboygan. He participated in many of the notable conflicts of the war, re- 

maining in the service until honorably discharged on May 28, 1866. 

Mr. Bartlett has been twice married. His first union was with Miss Frances 

Reed of Jefferson county, New York, the event being celebrated in 1856. She 

was a daughter of Nathaniel Reed and was descended from an old Massa- 

chusetts family. They were the parents of four children all of whom are now 

deceased, but they have two grandchildren living. She passed away in 1868 

and in 1869 Mr. Bartlett married Miss Melissa Thomas, a native of this state 

and a daughter of Henry W. Thomas, who was born and reared in the state of 

New York but was one of the pioneers of Wisconsin. Mrs. Bartlett has passed 

the seventieth anniversary of her birth, but is still leading an active life. 

The political support of Mr. Bartlett is accorded the republican party and 

he has always taken an active interest in all municipal affairs. He has held sev- 
eral town offices and in 1892 he was appointed postmaster in which capacity 

he served with excellent satisfaction to the community for twelve years. He 

maintains relations with his old comrades through the medium of his connection 
with A. O. Heald Post, No. 192, of the Grand Army of the Republic of which 

he is an active member. Mr. Bartlett is in full possession of all of his faculties 

and possesses a remarkable memory, while he has the energy and ambition that 

puts to shame many a man years his junior. He is held in high esteem in the 
community where he is accorded by young and old the regard and respect that 
he merits by reason of an honorable, well spent life. 

FERDINAND A. STEINHARDT. 

Ferdinand A. Steinhardt is the well known proprietor of a hotel at Kiel, 
Wisconsin, where he is successfully engaged in the hotel business, being also 
the proprietor of the opera house and of Steinhardt Hall. He was born at Ply- 
mouth, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, on the 16th of May, 1886, and is a son 
of Wilhelm and Alvina (Jeffe) Steinhardt. The father, a native of Berlin, 
Germany, emigrated to America with his wife and two children at an early day 
and settled on a farm near Plymouth. They were the parents of twelve chil- 
dren, six of whom are living, namely: Reinhold, who is employed in the power 
house at Plymouth; Paul, an agriculturist of Johnsonville, Wisconsin; Eliza- 
beth, who is the wife of William Miller, proprietor of the Central Hotel; Tillie, 
the wife of A. Steinke, who is a farmer by occupation; Adolph, a resident of 
Plymouth; and Ferdinand A., of this review. 

The last named was reared in his parents’ home and received his early edu- - 
cation in the public schools at Plymouth, Wisconsin. He started in life for 
himself at an early age and found his first employment in the Plymouth furni- 
ture factory, in which he continued as an employe for six years. He then, in 
company with his brother, engaged in the flour and feed business and continued 
in that partnership for one year, at the end of which time his father purchased 
his brother’s interest in the business and the subject of this review continued 
in the business for one year, associated with his father. He then engaged in the 
saloon business and in rgro he opened a hotel in Kiel, Wisconsin, and at the
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same time became the proprietor of the opera house and Steinhardt Hall, both 

of which he operates in connection with his hotel business. 

Mr. Steinhardt was united in marriage to Miss Leta Ladwig, a native of 

Plymouth, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Herman and Emma Ladwig. The 
mother is deceased. To Mr. and Mrs, Steinhardt four children have been born, 

as follows: Erma, who is five years of age; Dorothy and Roy, who are four 
and two years of age respectively; and Alfred, one year old. Mr. and Mrs, 
Steinhardt are members of the Lutheran church at Plymouth. Mr. Steinhardt 
is one of the well known and prosperous citizens of the community in which 

he lives and as a hotel man enjoys a wide acquaintance among the people of 
his part of the state as well as the general traveling public. 

NORMAN C. HARMON. 

Norman C. Harmon, who passed away on the 21st of December, 1909, was for 
over sixty-five years identified with the growth and development of Sheboygan 

county as a prominent factor in business and public affairs. His birth occurred 

in Richland, Oswego county, New York, on the 26th of September, 1820, his 

parents being Thaddeus and Betsy (Waugh) Harmon. The father was born in 
Pawlet, Vermont, on the 1st of March, 1790, while the mother’s birth occurred 

in Litchfield, Connecticut, on the 10th of December, 1794. Their marriage was 

celebrated in Richland, New York, on the 22d of March, 1815. The first repre- 

sentative of the family in this country was John Harmon, who was born in Eng- 

land in 1617 and who settled in Roxbury, Massachusetts, in 1635. Joseph, son 
of John, was born in Springfield, Massachusetts, on the 4th of January, 1646. 
Nathaniel, son of Joseph, was born in Suffield, Connecticut on the 30th of July, 
1695. Phineas, son of Nathaniel, was born in Suffield, Connecticut, on the 4th of 
June, 1720. Thaddeus, son of Phineas, was born in Suffield, Connecticut, on the 

11th of March, 1762. Thaddeus (II), son of Thaddeus, was born in Pawlet, 

Vermont, on the 1st of March, 1790. Norman C., son of Thaddeus, was born 

in Richland, New York, on the 26th of September, 1820. 

Thaddeus Harmon, the father of Norman C. Harmon, served in the War of 

1812. Betsy Waugh, who later became his wife, was but sixteen years of age 
when her parents both died within two weeks and left her the oldest of eight 
children, the youngest of whom was but two weeks old. About this time a border 

warfare was being carried on at Lewiston, New York, where they were living, 
and they found themselves near the center of hostile operations, under the very 

. shadow of Queenstown Heights and within hearing of the guns of Fort Niagara 
and Lundy’s Lane. The British employed the savages to plunder, rob and mur- 
der the settlers. The older children had promised their parents to try and save 
their home and keep the children together; yet, young as they were, they soon 
realized the gravity of the situation and felt keenly their helplessness. They were 
forced to hide in the forest during the day, stealing back to the home under cover 
of darkness for supplies to keep them from starving and freezing. Thus they 
existed for several days, living in constant fear lest the cries of the little ones re- 
veal their hiding place and they be made to share the fate of many of their friends
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and neighbors who had fallen victims to the tomahawk and scalping knife. About 
this time they got word to an uncle in Camden, New York, Norman Waugh, who 

hastened to their rescue and, bundling them into his sleigh, carried them forever 

away from the scenes of terror and sorrow to his home. After their marriage Mr.- 

and Mrs. Thaddeus Harmon moved to a farm near Pulaski and reared their fam- 
ily of eight children. 

Norman C. Harmon obtained his early education in the common schools and 

continued his studies at an academy in Pulaski, New York, from which he was 

graduated in 1842. The following year he made a prospecting trip west, traveling 

through Illinois and the southern part of Wisconsin. In 1844 he returned to 
Pulaski, New ‘York, and in the fall of that year, with his father and family, he 

came to Sheboygan county.. They made the journey by propeller around 
the lakes from Buffalo to Milwaukee, late in the fall, the trip requiring 
twenty-two days owing to storms. They had intended to locate in Milwau- 
kee, but changed their plans and, loading their household goods and pro- 
visions on to wagons drawn by ox teams, started to make their way to 

Sheboygan, most of the way finding only an Indian trail to follow. The jour- 
ney was hard and tedious, but interesting. When they reached the Milwaukee 
river they found the stream greatly swollen and there was no way of crossing. 

They finally persuaded some Indians who were camping near to let them paddle 

the women and children over in their canoes. They then swam the oxen over 

and drew the wagons across with ropes. It rained heavily a good part of the 
time, so the ground was soft and the wagons “cut in” so that the women were fre- 

quently compelled to get out and walk. The Onion river presented another ob- 
stacle and there were no canoes at hand, but the dauntless Yankees were equal 

to the emergency and “backed” the women and children over. Just beyond this 

river they found a fine spring of water and here they built their little log cabin 
and founded their home with the wolves and Indians prowling around. The fol- 
lowing year Norman C. Harmon again returned to Pulaski, this time to bring 

his bride to his new home in the west, and here they both lived until death claimed 

them. 4 

Mr. Harmon followed the profession of teaching for a year or more prior 

to his removal to this state but here he turned his attention to general agricultural 
pursuits. Subsequently he purchased an interest in a general store, pier and 

schooner at Amsterdam, a small place on Lake Michigan, east of Cedar Grove, 
and from that place he shipped wood and other forest products to Chicago, pay- 

ing for it in merchandise from his store. In 1881, the first year in which the St. 
Paul railroad ran through this county, from Milwaukee to Green Bay, Mr. Har- 
mon and his son-in-law, Eugene McIntyre, assisted the company in laying out and 

plotting the village of Waldo on their farm. They also built an elevator and 

engaged in the grain business. Subsequently they purchased the lumberyard, 

Mr. Harmon conducting the same until within a few years of his death or until 
the time of his retirement from active business. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Harmon chose Miss 
Clara Harmon Doane, a daughter of John and Lucy (Harmon) Doane, who were 
married at Pawlet, Vermont, on the roth of April, 1803. In 1834 they removed 
to Pulaski, New York, and in 1849 came to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. John 

Doane passed away on the 20th of December, 1863, while his wife was called to
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her final rest on the 15th of August, 1850. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Harmon were 
born the following children: Clara Rosabelle, whose birth occurred in Lyndon 
township on the 2d of April, 1848, and who gave her hand in marriage to Eugene 
McIntyre on the 13th of December, 1871; Alice Iola, who was born March 8, 
1850, and who became the wife of George Ingersoll on the 16th of June, 1874; 

Charles Norman, who was born April 3, 1859, and wedded Miss Helen Kilgore 
on the roth of February, 1892; Frank Lionel, who was born April 27, 1861, and 
married Miss Georgiana Cleveland on the 24th of December, 1885. The mother 
of these children died on the 29th of March, 1901. 

Mr. Harmon gave his early political allegiance to the whig party but when 

the republican party was formed immediately joined its ranks and always re- 

mained a loyal adherent thereof. In public affairs he took an active and promi- 
nent part, serving as chairman of the township of Lyndon for many years. In 

1860, when Lincoln was first nominated, he was sent as a delegate to the national 

convention in “the wigwam” at Chicago. His badge read: “Vote for Seward,” 
but after Lincoln came into the limelight he threw the weight of his influence on 
the side of the great emancipator. He was indeed a public-spirited citizen of 
sterling qualities and strong convictions, ever ready for any work which he con- 

sidered right and necessary. He was a great reader and close student of human 

nature, thus gaining a knowledge of men and a breadth of view which, altogether 

with his sound judgment and fairness of mind, particularly fitted him for the 

duties of guide and counselor, in which capacity he was much sought even after 

retiring from active business life. Fraternally he was identified with the Masons, 
having joined St. Johns Lodge at Sheboygan Falls on the 3d of January, 1863. 
In early life he became a member of the Congregational church but later found 

that his ideas of Christian living had grown too broad to be restricted by any 
one sect or creed. He reached the venerable age of eighty-nine years and his 
life was such that his memory will long be cherished in the hearts of all who 
knew him. 

FRED MATTHIAS. 

Fred Matthias is engaged with his father, Herman Matthias, in the opera- 

tion of a very large and highly developed farm located near the city of She- 
boygan. He was born in Sheboygan county, May 3, 1884, and is a son of Her- 

man and Augusta (Fesing) Matthias, both of whom are natives of Germany, 

the former having been born in Dessau, Anhalt. The father emigrated to the 

United States with his parents when he was but a young child in the year 1853. 
The family settled in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where his father followed the 
trade of a carpenter for forty years, after which he purchased a farm near 
Sheboygan and after being engaged for some years in agricultural pursuits 
his son Herman came in possession of the property and continued in the busi- 
ness of farming. Herman Matthias in the year 1864 left the parental roof and 

removed to Madison, Wisconsin, where he continued to live for several years. 

In 1870 he purchased a team of horses and drove to northern Wisconsin, where 

he engaged in the business of teaming in the lumber woods in the winter and
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farming in the summer. He was thus occupied continuously for five years, 

after which he returned to Sheboygan and permanently settled on the old home- 

stead, which is located one and one-half miles west of Sheboygan city. Mr. 

Matthias was united in marriage November 18, 1875, to Miss Augusta Fesing, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fesing, both of whom were natives of Ger- 

many and who emigrated to this country at a very early day, settling in She- 
boygan township upon a farm, where they spent the remaining years of their 

life. The mother of Mrs. Matthias passed from this life in 1872 and her father 

in 1885. Both her parents are buried in Wildwood cemetery. ‘ 
Fred Matthias is one of eight children, seven of whom are still living: 

Louisa, who married Jacob Thure, a molder by trade, living in Sheboygan, and 

has one son Clarence; Otto, an employe of the Kohler Enameling Company, who 
is married and has one son, Harvey; Oscar, a veterinary surgeon of Sheboygan 
Falls, who is married and has one son Robert; Fred, the subject of this review; 
Alfred, who is a carpenter by trade and lives at home; and Hattie and Walter, 
both also at home. 

Fred Matthias is affiliated with the democratic party. With this political 
organization he has been identified since the year of his majority. He has been 
supervisor of the township of Sheboygan for three terms. He is a member of 
the Equitable Fraternal Union. Mr. Matthias is one of the solid and reliable 
citizens of Sheboygan county. He is prosperous in his business as a farmer 
and while in no sense a politician he is nevertheless interested in all measures 
affecting the welfare of his state and the community in which he lives. 

RUDOLPH W. ARNDT. 

Rudolph W. Arndt is one of the many respected sons of Sheboygan county, 
who since the days of his boyhood has been connected with the milling inter- : 
ests of the community, where for many years he and his brother, William C. F. 
Arndt, have been engaged in the mill and elevator business under the firm name 
of Arndt Brothers. Mr. Arndt was born in Sheboygan county, May 28, 1868, 
the son of William Arndt, Sr. The father was born in the province of Branden- 
burg, Germany, December 15, 1839, and was well educated in the parochial 
schools of the fatherland. After laying aside his text-books he learned the 
milling business under the supervision of his father, who was also a mill owner 
and manager. In 1860 William Arndt, Sr., emigrated to the United States and, 
coming to Sheboygan, he found employment in the Berches mills, later working 
in a mill owned by a Mr. Lyman at Sheboygan Falls. Subsequently he was em- 
ployed in a mill in Plymouth and six years were thus devoted to milling in She- 
boygan Falls and Plymouth. In 1866 the grandparents also emigrated to the 
United States, taking up their abode in Sheboygan, where the grandfather bought 
a half-interest in the Coles mills, Later his son William purchased the other 
half-interest and in 1891 on the death of the grandfather his son William, took 
over the remaining interest of the enterprise. The father conducted the busi- 
ness until 1904, when he retired and turned it over to his two sons, Rudolph 
and William C. F. Arndt. The father then built a beautiful home in Sheboy-
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gan, where he lived until his death, which occurred on the 4th of May, 1906. 
He was an active member of the Lutheran church and his remains were in- 
terred in the Lutheran cemetery. On September 3, 1865, he had wedded Miss 
Wilhelmine Gerke, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Gerke. The parents were 
both natives of Germany but emigrated at an early date to the new world, set- 
tling on a farm in Sheboygan county. To Mr. and Mrs. Arndt were born 
seven children, of whom six are now living. Otto Arndt, the fifth in order of 
birth, was graduated from Rush Medical College of Chicago in 1896, and later 
served in the Spanish-American war. He engaged in the practice of medicine 
at Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, where his death occurred on the 15th of June, 1906. 
The mother is still living and makes her home at No. 922, New York avenue, 
Sheboygan. 

Rudolph W. Arndt was educated in the common and parochial schools of 
Sheboygan and after laying aside his text-books he learned the milling trade from 
his father. For twenty-nine years he has been connected with the milling busi- 
ness, having for, the greater part of that time been in partnership with his 
brother, William C. F. Arndt. The brothers have done a thriving business and 
in addition to their milling interests have built two elevators. 

On December 13, 1895, Mr. Arndt was united in marriage to Miss Caroline 
Aldag, a daughter of Ernest Aldag, a native of Wisconsin and a retired black- 
smith. They were the parents of one child who passed away in infancy. Mr. 
Arndt is a republican in his political views and has been greatly interested in 
educational matters, having for the past eight years been treasurer of the school 
board. He is a member of the Lutheran church and takes an active interest in 
the affairs of that denomination. Among the business men of Sheboygan there 
are few who are better known or more greatly respected than Rudolph W. 
Arndt. He has long since gained a most excellent reputation for integrity and 
business efficiency and numbers among his personal friends the greater part of 
the citizens of Sheboygan and community. His companionable temperament, 

. geniality of nature and optimistic spirit render him a favorite with a large num- 
ber of acquaintances and he is held in high esteem by members of the entire 
community. 

EDWARD FRIEDRICHS. 

Edward Friedrichs is a native of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred in 
Sheboygan county, September 3, 1866. He is a son of Henry J. Friedrichs, a 
pioneer of this county. He was reared in his father’s home and educated in 
the public schools of Sheboygan, remaining under the parental roof until he at- 
tained his majority. At the age of twenty-one he became an employe of the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, remaining in that occupation for a period of 
seventeen years, at the end of which time he established himself in the saloon 
business in which he has since been uninterruptedly engaged. He is a well 
known, genial and popular man and his business place gives every evidence of 
prosperity and efficient management.
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In 1891 Mr. Friedrichs was united in marriage to Miss Catharine Kodlits, 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Kodlits, who emigrated to this country many 
years ago from Bohemia. To Mr. and Mrs. Friedrichs seven children have been 

born: Catharine, a graduate of the Sheboygan high school; Mildred, who is at 

present a pupil in the same school; and Delbert, George, Viola, Edward, Jr., and 
Beatrice, all of whom are at home with their parents and pupils in the public 

school. F 3 

Mr. Friedrichs is a member of the Eagles, the Moose and also the Rangers. 

He has always been a man of industrious and economical habits, honest and 

reliable in his dealings among his fellows, and a man of acute business dis- 
cretion. In the management of his private affairs he has attained gratifying 
success and throughout the county of Sheboygan he numbers many of the best 
citizens among his personal friends. 

3 JOHN P. GOELZER. 

John P. Goelzer is the owner of one hundred and twenty acres of finely 
improved land, located on sections 19 and 20, Plymouth township, and here he is 

engaged in dairy farming. Mr. Goelzer was born September 7, 1852, on a 
farm in this township, a son of Philip and Katherine (Dilling) Goelzer, both 
of whom were natives of Germany, the former born December 1, 1828, in Rhein 
Bayern, while the latter was born in Neu Bayern, September 25, 1835. The 
father was a lad of five years when he was brought by his parents to the new 
world, the family home being maintained in New York city for ten years, after 
which they removed to Germantown, Washington county, Wisconsin, and lo- 
cated on a farm. The mother likewise came with her parents to the new world, 
the family home being established in Germantown, and it was there that she 
formed the acquaintance of the man whom she subsequently married. This 
event took place December 16, 1851, and a year later they took up their abode 
upon a tract of government land near Plymouth, Sheboygan county. This the 
father developed into a well improved farm and here spent his remaining days, 
passing away June 15, 1884, when nearly fifty-six years of age. The old home- 
stead is now in possession of Henry J. Goelzer, brother of our subject whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this volume, and in connection with which a complete 
record of the family is given. 

John P. Goelzer was reared in much the usual manner of farm lads, assist- 

ing his father in the work of the fields during the plowing and planting season, 
and in the winter months he attended the district schools. He remained at 
home until he had reached the age of twenty-six, and then, in 1878, purchased 
his present farm of one hundred and twenty acres located on sections 19 and 
20, Plymouth township. It, however, today presents a vastly different appear- 
ance from what it did when it came into the possession of Mr. Goelzer, for at 
that time it had but few improvements on it. In 1886 Mr. Goelzer erected 
substantial buildings on the place and in the years that have come and gone he 
has also improved the land, so that it is now a valuable farm. He gives his time 
exclusively to dairying but has recently begun to raise thoroughbred Holstein



82 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

cattle. He has made a close study of his work and this, combined with his 

energy and excellent management, is bringing to him success. 

On the 8th of October, 1878, occurred the marriage of Mr. Goelzer and Miss 
Mary Liese, a daughter of Conrad and Christina Liese, natives of Bavaria, 

Germany, the former of whom was born in 1822. His death occurred Sep- 

tember 29, 1905, when he was eighty-three years of age. He was a shoemaker 

by trade. In 1848 he emigrated to America, having previously been married in 
his native land. He came direct to Plymouth and here worked at his trade for 

five years, when, believing that he could better provide for the support of him- 
self and family by following agricultural pursuits, he purchased sixty acres of 
land a mile and a half northeast of Plymouth and there took up the work of 
farming through the summer months, while in the winters he worked at his 

trade. However, when the Civil war broke out he enlisted as a member of 

Company K, First Wisconsin Cavalry, with which he served till the close of 
hostilities. Returning to his home in Plymouth township, he once more re- 

sumed farming, which he continued until the time of his death, which, as be- 

fore stated, occured in the year 1905. In his family were but two children, 

the brother of Mrs. Goelzer being Louis Liese. 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Goelzer has been blessed with six children but 
the youngest died in infancy, while the eldest, Arthur, died in 1902, at the age 
of twenty-one years. The surviving members of the family are: Alma, the 

wife of William Schuette, of Waldo, Wisconsin, by whom she has three chil- 

dren, Velma, Milton and Lester; Roland, who is with his parents; Conrad, who 

is a high-school student at Plymouth; and Arno, also at home. 

Mr. Goelzer gives his political support to the republican party and his fra- 
ternal relations are with the Modern Woodmen of America. He is also affili- 

ated with the Holstein-Friesian Association of Wisconsin. The family attend 
the Reformed church. They have many friends in the locality in which they 
have long made their home, and in business circles, too, Mr. Goelzer is honored 

for his straightforward and upright dealings. 

CHARLES KLEWE. 

Charles Klewe is the senior partner of the firm of Klewe Brothers, whole- 

sale liquor dealers located at 524 North Eighth street, Sheboygan, the firm hav- 
ing maintained its location at this number since 1897. Mr. Klewe came to She- 

boygan in 1873. His birth occurred at Prenzlau, Germany, on the 2d of Decem- 
ber, 1857, his parents being William and Minnie Klewe, both of whom passed 

away in Germany, their native country. 

Charles Klewe received his early education in the fatherland and acquired 
a serviceable knowledge of English later in the night school at Sheboygan. 
After settling in that city he engaged in any work that came to hand at which he 
could earn an honest dollar. He was economical and in 1887 he found himself 

possessed with sufficient means to purchase the present concern and later, in 
1897, associated with him in the business his brother August, who had emi- 
grated from Germany to this country in 1888. The business has been success-
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ful from its establishment and has a wide reputation throughout northeastern 
Wisconsin being one of the oldest concerns of its kind in Sheboygan. 

On the 6th of January, 1888, Mr. Klewe was married to Miss Pauline Wash- 

mueth, a daughter of William Washmueth, who was a pioneer agriculturist of 

this county. Unto them have been born four children: Arnold, who is em- 
ployed as a bookkeeper by the C. Reiss Coal Company; Elsa, a graduate of the 

public schools of Sheboygan; Lucia, a pupil in the high school; and Arthur, in 

attendance at the public school. 

In politics Mr. Klewe is independent, supporting men and measures in pref- 

erence to party dictates. He is a devoted and consistent member of the German 
Lutheran church and also belongs to the Sons of Herman and the Working- 
men’s Society. Charles Klewe in his business career is a fair example of the 

success to be attained by a poor boy who by force of adverse circumstances is 
compelled to rely wholly upon himself in fighting the battles of life. It is not at 
all remarkable that Mr. Klewe has succeeded but it is greatly to his credit to 
have done so considering the circumstances under which he began his career. 
That he has raised himself from the ranks of a laborer to a man of independent 
means is evidence of his energy, capability and business acumen. 

| 
HENRY JUNG. 

Henry Jung occupies a prominent place on the stage of business activity in 
Sheboygan through his close connection with manufacturing and financial in- 
terests. He is the president of the Citizens State Bank, also president of the 
Jung Shoe Company and of the Sheboygan Shoe Company. He is a most active, 
energetic man, readily recognizing and improving opportunities, and the years 
have chronicled his success, for he has advanced steadily step by step until he is 
now well established on the plane of affluence. Sheboygan numbers him among 
her native sons, his birth having here occurred January 30, 1862, his parents 

being Jacob and Eleonore (Wilke) Jung. The father was numbered among the 
leading manufacturers of Sheboygan, being the organizer of the Jacob Jung 
Carriage Manufacturing Company. About twenty years prior to his death, 
which occurred on the 2d of June, 1905, he retired, turning his interests over to 
his sons, Jacob and William, who are still interested in the business. 

In his native city Henry Jung was reared and pursued his education in the 
Trinity Lutheran parochial school, after which he learned the blacksmith’s 
trade, being employed by his father in that capacity for five years. He afterward 
spent a similar period in bookkeeping and has since been closely connected with 
the shoe manufacturing interests of this city. The Jung Shoe Company of 
which he is the president was established in 1892 and was incorporated the same 
year. It now has a capital stock of two hundred thousand dollars and is con- 
ducting an extensive business as jobbers of ladies’, men’s and children’s shoes, 
employing about twenty-five people, including several traveling salesmen. Mr. 
Jung further extended his activities by becoming one of the incorporators of the 
Sheboygan Shoe Company in 1909. This concern employs a capital stock of 
fifty thousand dollars and is manufacturing men’s work shoes, giving employ-
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ment to one hundred operatives in the factory. These two concerns are very 
closely allied, having the same officers and they occupy adjoining buildings, hav- 
ing fine modern offices and factory buildings erected especially for their pur- 
pose. The factory is equipped with the latest improved machinery and modern 
facilities to promote the work, and the excellence of the output insures a liberal 

patronage. In addition to his manufacturing and commercial interests, in 1909 

Mr. Jung was elected president of the Citizens State Bank but gives the greater 
part of his time and attention to the shoe trade. 

In Sheboygan, in 1889, Mr. Jung was united in marriage to Miss Lydia 

Wolters, of this city, and they have two children, Edna and Clara. Mr. Jung 

is a splendid representative of the German-American class of men who have 

combined with the determination and resolution of the old world the enterprise 

and progressiveness of the new. He displays many of the sterling characteristics 

of his German ancestry and at the same time is wide-awake and alert, having 

the qualities which have led to the rapid and substantial development of the 

United States along commercial lines. What he undertakes he accomplishes, 

brooking no obstacles that can be overcome by persistent, earnest effort. 

EDWILL G. PHELPS. 

Edwill G. Phelps has for many years been engaged in farming in the town- 

ship of Plymouth and is numbered among the most enterprising and successful 
agriculturists of the section in which he lives. He was born on the oth of Au- 
gust, 1869, and is a son of James and Mary (Casey) Phelps. His father, James 
Phelps, was a native of England, his birth occurring in that country in the year 
1820. After attaining the years of his majority he emigrated to the United 
States and settled in California, where he remained for some time and then re- 

turned to England. After a brief visit in his native land he again returned to 
California, remaining in the Golden state for some time and then removing to 
Wisconsin. He settled on a farm of eighty acres in Plymouth township, She- 

boygan county, in the year 1860, where he continued to live during the remain- 
ing days of his life. To Mr. and Mrs. James Phelps seven children were born, 
three of whom are now living: Mrs. A. M. Spears, who resides in this county; 

James D., who makes his home in California; and Edwill G., the subject of 
this review. Both of the parents of this family are now deceased, the mother 

having died in 1873 and Mr. Phelps passed out of this life in 1888. 
Edwill G. Phelps is a native son of Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, his birth 

having occurred in Plymouth township upon the farm which he now owns. He 
was reared under the parental roof and educated in the common schools of this 
state. He remained at the home of his parents, identified with all the interests 

of the farm and the business of the family, and upon the death of his father he 

came in possession of the farm by inheritance. 

Mr. Phelps was united in marriage to Miss Alice May Vanderhoof in 1897. 
Mrs. Phelps is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Vanderhoof, both of whom 
were natives of New Jersey and settled in Wisconsin at a very early day. Five 

children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Phelps: Vida May, born in February,
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1898; Everett, in 1899; Merton, in 1903; Bessie, in 1907; and Donald, rg1t. 
The children of this family are all living at home. 

Mr. Phelps is affiliated with the republican party and as a representative 

of that political organization he is filling the office of clerk of Plymouth town-. 
ship. He has lived an honored and industrious life among his fellow citizens 

in the county and township in which he was born. Being among the older in- 

habitants of this section of the state, he is well known throughout the entire 

county and regarded as a trustworthy and in every respect a desirable citizen, 

ALBERT F. RUST. 

Albert F. Rust is one of the prosperous and popular merchants of She- 

boygan, Wisconsin. He was born in Germany, September 25, 1872, and is a 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rust, both of whom are natives of Germany. The 
father emigrated to the United States in the year 1873 and upon reaching this 
country settled in the city of Sheboygan, where he at once became engaged in 
the manufacture of brick. This industry at that time was carried on wholly 
without the use of anything like the modern brick machinery and like toilers in 
the brick fields of ancient Egypt so the manufacturers of brick in Sheboygan, 
of whom Mr. Rust was one, made their brick by hand. His employer at the 
time was Charles Froelich, who was the owner and operator of a brick yard. He 
was united in marriage in Germany to Miss Fredericka Schmidt in the year 
1871 and two years later, bidding farewell to their fatherland, they sailed for 
American shores, which they reached in 1873. To them four children were 
born, three of whom are still living: Albert F., the subject of this review; Her- 
man F., a merchant of Sheboygan; and Ida, now the wife of Ernest Hinze, who 
at present is one of the partners in the firm of Rust & Hinze, engaged in the 
general merchandising business, carrying also flour and feed. 

Albert F. Rust emigrated with his parents to the United States in 1873, when 
a child one year of age, and was reared in his parents’ home and educated in 
the public schools of Sheboygan. He also pursued an elementary course in the 
German Lutheran schools of that city. Completing his studies, he at once started 
out in the world for himself, his first employment being that of a factory hand 
in Sheboygan. He continued with the firm for a period of thirteen years, after 
which he started in business for himself, at that time buying a large building 
located on the corner of Seventeenth and Indiana avenues. Here he opened 
up a general merchandising, flour and feed store and has since continued to be 
engaged in the merchandising business at this place. From the beginning of his 
venture he has met with well merited prosperity and the house of Rust & Hinze 
is one of the well known business establishments in this part of the state. 

Mr. Rust was married May 9, 1896, to Miss Ida Horn, a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs, William Horn. Her family is of German extraction. Mr. and Mrs. 
Rust are the foster parents of two children, Marvin and Beatrice, both of whom 
are now pupils in the kindergarten department of the public schools. Mr. Rust 
is a member of the Moose lodge of Sheboygan and also of the Eagles and the 
Germania Club of this city. He is a stockholder in the Citizens State Bank of 

Vol. U—5
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Sheboygan, and for many years has been known as one of the up-to-date, pros- 
perous and successful merchants of the city. His name throughout the county 
and city is a synonym for probity and prosperity. He has met with well de- 
served success in his merchandising venture and his business is rapidly advanc- 

‘ing to a front place in the ranks of trade. 

CASPER J. WOLF. 

Mr. Wolf is the president of the Columbia Shoe Company of Sheboygan. 
The factory and offices of this concern are located at No. 1525 North Tenth 
street. He was born in the town of Glasafen, in Bavaria, Germany, May 24, 

1862, and is the son of Casper and Barbara Wolf, both of whom are deceased, 

having died in their native country many years ago. 
Casper J. Wolf was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 

tion in his native land. In that country he learned the shoemaker’s trade and 
became accomplished in this line continuing to follow this occupation on reach- 
ing this country. In addition to the attention he gave to perfecting himself in 
all the details of the manufacture of shoes he also became a pupil of the night 

school and there acquired a knowledge of the English language. He came to 
Sheboygan in the year 1881, and upon reaching that city he identified himself at 

once with his vocation and later was engaged as a skilled shoe cutter. After 
some years of service rendered as an employe he organized the present con- 
cern, known as the Columbia Shoe Company. This company was first estab- 

lished in business in a small dwelling house and there employed eight skilled 
workmen in the manufacture of shoes. The business has steadily increased 
since its organization and in 1895 Mr. Wolf purchased the lot upon which he 
built the present factory, the building being a commodious brick structure, in 

every way suited to the requirements of his business. It covers fifty-eight by 
thirty feet and a frame addition thereto is thirty by one hundred and twenty feet. 

The Columbia Shoe factory now employs fifty-nine hands who give their entire 
time to the manufacture of first-class shoes which are shipped to all parts of 

the country. 
Mr. Wolf was married in Sheboygan, July 30, 1889, to Miss Lucie Duenkel. 

Mrs. Wolf, the following year was called to her final rest and was buried in 

Sheboygan. Subsequently Mr. Wolf married Miss Maggie Peterson to whom 
he was united in 1893. Mrs. Wolf is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. Peter- 
son, of Woodland, Wisconsin, both of whom are dead. To them four children 

have been born: Irwin, Arthur, Harry and Lester, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Wolf is independent in all political matters, giving the benefit of his sup- 
port to the candidate who in his judgment represents the best interests of the 

people. He is a director of the Farmers & Merchants Bank of Sheboygan and 
vice president of the Sheboygan First Mortgage & Loan Company, and is also 
vice president of the Borns Park Sanitarium. 

Casper J. Wolf is regarded by the citizens of Sheboygan as one of the lead- 
ing representative business men in this county. By constant attention to his 

business affairs he has succeeded in developing from modest beginnings what is
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now considered one of the substantial manufacturing institutions in Sheboygan. 

Being a man of public spirit he has become identified with many of the insti- 
tutions of the community in which he lives and in addition to these responsibili- 

ties he is also greatly interested in the educational welfare of his community, 
being at present one of the directors of the board of education. His loyalty 
to all that is best and most to be desired in the interest of the people is always 

to be counted upon and his assistance in the promotion of any public interest 

seeking the welfare of the people finds in him an enthusiastic and influential 
friend. 

HENRY STANNARD. 

Henry Stannard, who is the present postmaster of Greenbush and an hon- 
ored veteran of the Civil war, was born at Gates, Monroe county, New York, 
on the 2oth of January, 1843, and is a son of Erastus W. and Zaviah (Knowles) 
Stannard. The father was born in Virgil, Cortland county, New York, on the 
20th of November, 1817, and the mother’s birth occurred at Sullivan, Madison 
county, on May 26, 1820. They were married at Sullivan, Madison county, 
New York, on the 6th of November, 1839, but in 1851 they became residents 
of Sheboygan county. Here the father bought eighty acres of timber land in 
Greenbush township that he cultivated for a time, but later he removed else- 
where, living on various farms in this township until his death. When the call 
came for troops during the early days of the war he responded and went to the 
front as captain of Company B, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry 
in 1862. He participated in many of the notable engagements and was killed 
in Mississippi on the 8th of June, 1863. The paternal grandparents were Ezra 
and Polly (Page) Stannard, both of whom were natives of the Empire state, the 
grandfather having been born on July 21, 1784, and the grandmother in 1785. 
He died on February 14, 1855, and she on the 15th of February, 1854. The 
grandparents in the maternal line were James and Elizabeth Knowles, who 
passed their entire lives in the state of New York. Mr. and Mrs. Erastus W. 
Stannard had two children, a son and a daughter, the latter Allie, is the wife of 
H. C. Wade and resides at Greenbush, Wisconsin. 

Henry Stannard, who was a lad of eight years when he accompanied his 
people on their removal to Sheboygan county, began his education in his native 
state and completed it in this county. He enlisted at Greenbush and went to the 
front as a member of Company B, Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, known as the 
Eagle regiment, on the 1st of June, 1861. He remained in the service until hon- 
orably discharged on October 1, 1862, when he located in Madison, this state, 
and engaged in the hotel business until 1864. In the latter year he returned to 
Greenbush and engaged in the mercantile business, and in 1866 took R. B. Van 
Valkenburgh into partnership. He paid one hundred and sixty-four dollars for 
the stock he purchased and in 1868 sold twenty thousand dollars worth of goods. 
After disposing of his store, Mr. Stannard located on a farm of one hundred 
and twenty acres he had previously purchased in Forest township, Fond du Lac 
county, and there for twenty-eight years he devoted his energies to agricultural
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pursuits. In 1899, he once more became a resident of Greenbush and the fol- 
lowing year he took the government census. He was subsequently appointed 
postmaster and in addition to his duties in this connection he is also a notary 
public and conducts an insurance and loan agency. 

On the 9th of October, 1866, in Blooming Grove, Dane county, Wisconsin, 
Mr. Stannard was united in marriage to Miss Eunice M. Bryant, who was born 

at Fitzwilliam, New Hampshire, on the 7th of March, 1843, and died June 11, 

1907. She was a daughter of George W. and Eunice (Norcross) Bryant, the 
father having been born on the 22d of February, 1800, and the mother in 1804. 
Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Stannard, as follows: George E., of 

Ripon, this state; James B., who is deceased; Allen W., who is a resident of 

Greenbush; Gilbert H., a physician of Sheboygan; Mrs, W. G. Hall, of Roberts, 

this state; Robert D., of Greenbush; and Bessie E., who is deceased. Stannard 

Brothers, two sons, now occupy the same store our subject vacated in 1869 and 

there carry on a general merchandise business. 
The political views of Mr. Stannard coincide with the principles of the re- 

publican party, and fraternally he is identified with the Modern Woodmen of 
America, the Royal Neighbors and the Grand Army of the Republic, and he 
is an officer on the staff of Department Commander Hiram Smith of the Wis- 
consin Home for Old Soldiers located at Waupaca. The greater part of the life 

of Henry Stannard has been passed in this vicinity, where he is well known 
and has many friends. 

ERNST SCHWALBE. 

Ernst Schwalbe, a progressive and enterprising farmer, owns a valuable 

tract of land of one hundred and sixty acres, located on section 2, Lyndon town- 

ship. Mr. Schwalbe was born in Buffalo, New York, February 8, 1850, a son of 

Michael and Fredericka (Dane) Schwalbe, natives of Prussia, Germany, the 

former born in 1806. He lived to be eighty years of age, passing away in 1886. 
The father emigrated to America in 1850, first locating in Buffalo, New York, 
where he remained for two years. In 1852 he continued his journey westward, 
locating in Sheboygan Falls township in Sheboygan county, where he purchased 

forty acres of land, which was covered with timber. He cleared the land and 
developed a farm, making it his place of abode until he retired, subsequently mak- 
ing his home with his son in Lyndon township until the date of his death. Unto 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Schwalbe were born the following children: Louisa, who 
became the wife of William Kleinhans, of Herman township, but is now deceased; 

Frederick, who served in the Civil war as a member of the Third Michigan 
Cavalry and died of wounds received in the battle of Gettysburg; Minnie, the 
widow of Helmuth Kohsow, of Lyndon township; Michael, who made his home 

in Butler county, Kansas, but is now deceased; William, who died in Hartford, 

Wisconsin; Augusta, the widow of William Piper, of Cedar county, Iowa; 

Ernstena, the deceased wife of Chris Glenzer, of Manitowoc, Wisconsin; Ernst, 
of this review; and Annie, the wife of Otto Oetling, residing near Millersville in 

Herman township.
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Ernst Schwalbe, whose name introduces this record, acquired a limited edu- 

cation in the public schools and at an early age started out to make his own way 
in the world by working out by the month. He was thus engaged until twenty 

years of age, when he went to California and was there employed at farm labor. 

In 1874 he returned to Iowa and was there similarly employed for two years. 

In 1876 he came to Sheboygan county and for one year cultivated a part of the 

home farm on his own account. Two years later, in 1878, he purchased land 
on section 36, Plymouth township, but in 1880 disposed of his holdings here 
and moved to Butler county, Kansas, there purchasing a farm, which he cul- 

tivated three and a half years. In 1883, however, he once more returned to 
Sheboygan county and purchased a tract of one hundred and sixty acres lying 
on section 2, Lyndon township, which he has since made his home. This tract 
was partially cleared when it came into his possession and he at once went to 
work to clear the remainder of the land and also erected good and substantial 
buildings. In the years that have since passed he has continued to improve his . 
place and today occupies one of the model farms of this section of the county. 
He gives most of his time to dairy farming and raises good grades of Holstein 
and Durham cattle. 

It was in 1878 that Mr. Schwalbe was united in marriage to Miss Barbara 
Kaestner, a daughter of John and Phillipina (Stites) Kaestner. Mr. Kaestner 

was born in Saxony, Germany, and emigrated to the new world in 1848, at which 

time he located in Sheboygan Falls township, Sheboygan county. In his last 
years he lived retired in Plymouth and it was there that his death occurred. 
His family numbered seven children, of whom Mrs. Schwalbe was the eldest. 
By her marriage Mrs. Schwalbe became the mather of two sons and four daugh- 
ters, namely: Alvina, the wife of George Hoffman, a resident of Lima town- 
ship; Frances, the wife of Ben Boedeker, of Waukesha, Wisconsin; Helmuth, 

who makes his home in Escanaba, Michigan; and Viola, Velma and Lester, all 

at home. On April 17, 1898, the family was called upon to mourn the loss of 
the wife and mother. Mr. Schwalbe and his children are members of the 
Lutheran church and they are held in the highest esteem and respect by all 
with whom they are associated. 

EDWARD ZIMBAL. 

Edward Zimbal engages in general farming and stockraising in Sheboygan 
township half a mile southwest of Sheboygan, where he owns a farm of one 
hundred and four acres. He is a native of this township, his birth having oc- 
curred on the 2oth of February, 1852, and a son of August Zimbal. The father 
was born and reared in Germany and there he was married. Together with 
their two eldest children Mr. and Mrs, Zimbal emigrated to the United States 
in 1851, locating in this county. Upon his arrival the father purchased a farm 
south of the city of Sheboygan and turned his attention to agricultural pur- 
suits, although he had always followed the tailor’s trade in the old country. 
Seven children were born to them, five of whom are still living, our subject being 
the third in order of birth. The mother passed away on the farm about 1870
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but the father survived until February 22, 1904. After the death of his first 
wife Mr. Zimbal married Miss Christina Hire and to them was born one son, 

Oscar, who is now married and owns and operates a brickyard in Sheboygan. 
The education of Edward Zimbal was pursued in the district schools of She- 

boygan county until he was a youth of fourteen years, when he laid aside his 
text-books and gave his entire attention to the work of the farm, assisting his 

father with the work of the fields and care of the stock. He remained at home 
until he was twenty-five years of age, then left the parental roof and started 

out to make his own way in the world. He was thoroughly versed in the prac- 
tical methods of agriculture and subsequently became the owner of the farm 
where he is now living. Here he engages in general farming and stock-raising, 
and as he is energetic in his methods and conducts his operations along prac- 
tical lines is meeting with success in his undertakings. 

On the 2d of April, 1877, Mr. Zimbal was united in marriage to Miss Mary 

Both, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Both, natives of Germany. When they 
first came to America they located on a farm in the vicinity of Milwaukee, but 
later they came to Sheboygan county and purchased a farm in Wilson township, 
which the father cultivated until his death in 1882. He was long survived by 

the mother who passed away in January, 1907. Ten children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Zimbal, seven of whom are living: Albert, a farmer in Sheboy- 

gan county, who is married and has two children; Amelia, the wife of Joseph 
Herr, a liveryman, by whom she has had three children; Ernest, who is working 

on the railroad in Salt Lake City; Oswald, a farmer of Wilson township, who 

is married; August, who is in the employ of the railroad and resides at Fond du 
Lac; and Herbert and Walter. Mr. Zimbal is widely known in Sheboygan county, 
where he has passed practically his entire life, and has a large circle of friends. 

FRANK R. JACKSON. 

One of the principal sources of income in Sheboygan county is dairy farm- 
ing, and prominent among those who are engaged in this line of activity is Frank 

R. Jackson. One of the county’s native sons, Mr. Jackson was born in Lyndon 

township, September 11, 1861, a son of.Abraham N. and Sara (Parkerson) 

Jackson. The father, who was born near Boonville, New York, on the 23d of 

February, 1821, was a representative of an old New York family, established 

near Boonville, that state, the various members of the family engaging in agricul- 
tural pursuits. He left the Empire state in 1858, coming west to Sheboygan 
county, Wisconsin, and engaged in farming in Lyndon township for a number 
of years. He retired from active life, however, in 1894, taking up his home in 
Sheboygan Falls, and three years later he passed away. His wife, however, is 

still living in this county. 
Reared amid the scenes and activities of farm life, Frank R. Jackson ac- 

quired his education in the district school near his father’s home, and when 
not engaged with his text-books he helped in the work of the fields, giving his 
parents the benefit of his assistance until he was thirty years of age. At that 
time he went to the village of Plymouth and was employed by others until
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1893, when he again took up farming and in 1898 purchased the place upon 
which he now lives, consisting of seventy acres of land which he has brought 
under a high state of cultivation. He makes a specialty of dairying, keeping on 
hand for this purpose a herd of good, graded Holstein cattle, and this depart- 

ment of his enterprise has now become a very substantial source of profit. 

Industry, close application and excellence in output have been the guiding points 

in his business career, and by virtue of these qualities he has reached an en- 
viable position among the prosperous dairy farmers of his community. 

Mr. Jackson was married, in 1891, to Miss Minnie Schlief, a daughter of 

George and Mary (Saliger) Schlief, the former a member of a family which 
came from Germany to the United States, representatives of the name locating 
in Washington county, Wisconsin, at a very early day. George Schlief, who 
has now reached the age of eighty years, continues to make his home in that 
section of the state, while Mary Schlief, the mother, passed away when the 
wife of our subject was still young. He has been married three times and 
became the father of eighteen children, Mrs. Jackson having been born unto 
his first union. By her marriage to Mr. Jackson she became the mother of two 
children, namely: Mabel, now engaged in teaching school; and Waylon, whose 
birth occurred in 1900. The family attend the services of the Congregational 
church and Mr. Jackson holds membership in the Equitable Fraternal Union. 
He is a man of high moral character who in his life exemplifies the purpose 
and honorable principles which speak for valuable citizenship and win warm 
regard. ; 

GEORGE GOULD. 

George Gould during all the years of his active life was engaged in farming. 
| He is an honored veteran of the Civil war and is now living a retired life in the 

city of Sheboygan. He is a son of John and Margaret (Edwards) Gould. 
John Gould was a native of Wales, who came to the United States in 1840 and 
after a residence in this country of two years returned to Wales and immedi- 
ately thereafter removed from that country with his family to the United States, 
making his first settlement in Pennsylvania, where he continued to live for one 
year. After that time he moved to Maryland and from there to Ohio. In that 
state he continued to reside for two years and then, in the year 1849, he re- 
moved with his family to Wisconsin and settled on a farm in Eldorado town- 
ship, Fond du Lac county, where he continued to live during the remaining 
years of his life. He passed away in 1861, his wife, Mrs. Margaret Gould, sur- 

vived him until the year 1871. Two children were born to them, George and 
John. 

George Gould was born in Wales, December 4, 1825. He was reared in 
his parents’ home and remained under the parental roof during the early years 
of his life. On the opening of the Civil war he enlisted in Fond du Lac county 
in November, 1861, in Company F, and continued to follow the fortunes of a 

soldier until the close of the war. He was engaged in the battles of Shiloh, 

Corinth, Vicksburg, Chattanooga and several other equally important engage-
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ments. After receiving his discharge from the United States service he re- 

turned to this state and purchased a farm in Fond du Lac county, where he 
engaged in farming and remained for a period of ten years. Eventually 
selling this farm at a handsome profit, he rented a farm near Plymouth, 
on which he lived for three years, and then invested his money in a prop- 

erty of six acres where Kohler is now located. Here he continued to live 
for twenty-two years and then disposed of his home. He then removed to 
Sheboygan, where he and his wife are now living a retired life. His brother 
John was a widower and continued to live with the subject of this review, until 
the time of his death, which occurred in 1900. 

George Gould was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Geralds, a daughter 
of Edward Geralds, on January 1, 1868. No children were born to this union 

but Mr. and Mrs. Gould became the foster parents of one daughter, Nellie, 
who is now the wife of Edward Rossell. Mr. Rossell is employed in the North- 
western shipping department and to him and his wife two children have been 

born, Charles and Elizabeth. 
Mr. Gould is a republican in politics and has been from the earliest years 

of his majority an enthusiastic, devoted and unwavering member of that great 
political organization, which he has consistently followed in all its national, 
state and county campaigns. He is a member of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. His wife is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church of Sheboygan. 
Though a native of a foreign land, Mr. Gould has found that his adopted 
country has been all to him that he could wish for and under her flag he has 

marched and fought in her defense, having acquitted himself as a loyal soldier, 
freely offering his life to the maintenance of an undivided nation that posterity 
might enjoy the blessings of freedom under the stars and stripes. He is now 
living a well earned, retired life, in the enjoyment of the good things of earth 

which are now within his reach as a result of the industry and economy which 
he practiced during the working period of his mature years. He is a respected 
and honored citizen of the county in which he lives and in the community in 
which he has recently established his home. 

NICHOLAS J. BALKINS. 

Prominent among the citizens of Sheboygan, who have substantially con- 
tributed toward the progress and development of the county must be men- 
tioned the name of Nicholas J. Balkins, the founder of the town of Kohler. 
He has been identified with various enterprises and activities and is widely known 
throughout this section because of his ability and success as an auctioneer, 

which vocation he has followed for over twenty-eight years. 
He is a native of the county, his birth having occurred in Lima township on 

the 31st of October, 1851, and is the second in a family of three sons and three 
daughters born of the marriage of J. K. and Lettie (Rottier) Balkins. One 

son and one daughter are deceased, and of the four living our subject is the 
eldest, the others being as follows: Helen, who is matron in a home for the 

friendless in Sheboygan; Martin, who is a resident of Denver, Colorado; and
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Tina, the wife of Adelbert Pierce, a resident of Sheboygan, by whom she has 
had six children. The father was born in Holland on the 15th of July, 1818, 

and there he was reared and educated and subsequently learned the cooper’s 

trade, following this occupation until 1848. In the latter year he took passage 

on a sailing vessel at Bremerhaven, Germany, for the United States, spending 
sixty-three days at sea. He landed in New York, but his destination was She- 

boygan, so he immediately made his way westward and upon his arrival in- 
vested the greater part of his small capital in forty acres of timber land, lo- 

cated on section 36, Lima township. He erected thereon a small log cabin, with 
a roof of hollow logs, the interior and furnishings of which were as crude as 
the exterior, and there began his life as a pioneer on what was then regarded 

as the American frontier. He cleared his land and placed it under cultivation 
as rapidly as was possible, devoting the remainder of his active life to agri- 
cultural pursuits. In 1849, about a year after his arrival, he completed his ar- 
rangements for a home of his own by his marriage to Miss Rottier, who came 
to the United States in 1847. She was also a native of Holland, her birth having 

there occurred on the 21st of October, 1825. They remained on the farm until 
. 1884, when they moved to Hingham for a time and later to Sheboygan where 

they lived a retired life until their death. 

The early years in the life of Nicholas J. Balkins were not marked by any 
unusual occurence to distinguish them from those of other lads of the period, 
who were reared in the rural sections of Wisconsin. In the acquirement of 

his education he attended the district schools, and when not occupied with his 
studies assisted his father. Preferring a commercial to an agricultural career, 
soon after leaving school he obtained a position in a general store in Oostburg, 
where he remained for six months. From there he went to Sheboygan, where 
he clerked for George End for nine months, following which he once more 
identified himself with farming. He subsequently learned the trade of cheese 
making and followed various other business activities, ultimately becoming a 
traveling salesman for Leason & Moore, who were engaged in the manufacture 
of pumps at Hingham. At the end of a year he bought out the interest of Mr. 

. Leason and three years later he acquired entire control of the industry by_ buy- 
ing out Mr. Moore. He continued in the business alone for twelve years there- 
after, but during that period, in March, 1884, he began to do some auctioneer- 
ing. His efforts in this direction were very successful and he later gave the 
greater part of his attention to it and is now known as one of the most success- 
ful auctioneers in this section of the state. Mr. Balkins has made judicious 
investments in real estate at various times, and it was he who platted the town 
of Riverside, now incorporated as Kohler. He sold fifty-three lots in the 
original town, where he erected fourteen houses, and later he platted what is 
known as Balkins’ addition to Riverside, and has there sold between fifteen and 
twenty lots. He is now platting Balkins addition No. 2, of which he has already 
sold several lots. He also owns one hundred and thirty-five acres of fine farming 
land, which he cultivates in this county, and two hundred and forty acres in 
the vicinity of Colby, Marathon county, Wisconsin. 

On the 11th of August, 1879, Mr. Balkins was united in marriage to Miss 
Lizzie A. Colward, a native of this county, and to them were born five children: 
John C., who is married and resides in Minneapolis, where he is employed in
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the office of the Crocker ‘Furniture Company; Francis C., a salesman for the 
Crocker Furniture Company, traveling in the west, who is also married and 
residing in Minneapolis; Lester M., who is unmarried and residing in Minne- 
apolis, where he holds a good position; and Almon J. and Ellis J., twins, the 
former secretary and treasurer in a wholesale house, and the latter a machinist. 
In 1906 Mr. Balkins was married to Theresa Mutzbaur, a daughter of George 
and Kuny Mutzbaur, natives of Germany, who located in Sheboygan county 

during the pioneer days. Here the father died in 1908, but the mother is still 
living at the age of seventy-four and makes her home in Sheboygan. 

Mr. Balkins takes an active interest in all local affairs, particularly of a 

political nature, giving his stanch support to the republican party. He served as 

treasurer of his township and has several times been sent as delegate to the 
state conventions. His life has always been characterized by activity and en- 
terprise, and he is now enjoying well merited success, realized through the keen 

discernment and foresight he manifested in the direction of his efforts. 

H. D. SQUIRE, M. D. 

Dr. H. D. Squire, whose office is located at No. 629 North Eighth street, 

has been engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in Sheboygan for 
the past thirty-nine years. He was born at Riverhead, New York, on Septem- 
ber 6, 1839, and is a son of Daniel and Mary Squire. He is of English extrac- 

tion in the paternal line, and is descended from one of three brothers who 

located in America during the colonial days. Daniel Squire, who was a shoe- 

maker by trade, removed from New York to Illinois during the pioneer days, 

settling in the city of Rockford. He passed away at the age of seventy-five 
years, but the mother is living at the venerable age of ninety-three years and 

makes her home in Ottumwa. 
Dr. Squire, who was only a child when his parents removed to Illinois, received 

his preliminary education in the public schools of Rockford, where he pursued 
his studies until graduated from the high school at the age of eighteen years. 
He subsequently taught school for three winters, from 1857 to 1860, and having 
resolved to become a physician during that time he devoted his spare hours to 
the study of medicine. In 1863 he matriculated in the Hahnemann Homeo- 
pathic Medical College, and the following year, in February, 1864, at Cleveland, 
Ohio, was awarded the degree of M. D., but he had been engaged in practice for 
a year prior to that. Immediately after his graduation from his professional 

course, Dr. Squire went to McGregor, Iowa, and opened an office that he main- 

tained for ten years with the exception of ten months which he spent in Denver, 

Colorado. In February, 1873, he came to Sheboygan, where he has built up a 
large and lucrative practice, being one of the best known representatives of his 

profession in the city. 
At McGregor, Iowa, in November, 1866, Dr. Squire was married to Mrs. 

Mary E. Chamberlin, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Watson, well known pioneers 

of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin. Seven children have been born to Dr. and Mrs. 

Squire ‘as follows: Harry, a hospital steward in the United States Cavalry 

.
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service, who died in 1906 at the age of thirty-eight years and is buried in Wild- 

wood cemetery, this city; C. A., a graduate of the Wisconsin University, who is 

now engaged in the practice of medicine; Mary C., the wife of Chester Stead- 

man, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Sarah B., who is living at home; Carrie, who 

married Craig S. Bowling and lives in Chicago; Arthur B., the manager of the 

Meyers shoe store at Milwaukee; and Alice, who married K. L. Gifford, city 

paymaster’s clerk of Chicago. The family home is located at No. 623 New 

York avenue, where Dr. Squire owns a very pleasant residence. 
Dr. Squire has been identified with various fraternal organizations, and 

was for many years examiner for the National Union, and has held practically 
all of the chairs of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Royal Arcanum, 

Knights of Honor and Maccabees. In his political views he has always been 

a stanch republican. Dr. Squire, who has been identified with the medical 

profession for forty-nine years, is one of the oldest practicing physicians in 

Sheboygan, where he is accorded the esteem that is justly merited by his hon- 

orable and well spent life. 

McGRAW EVANS. 

McGraw Evans is one of the successful and enterprising farmers of She- 
boygan county. His well developed and fine farm is located in Plymouth township 
where he is engaged in general agricultural pursuits. He was born July 9, 1867, 

in Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, and bears the name of his grand- 

father. He was reared in his parents’ home and received his early education in 
the public schools. At the age of twenty-one years he rented his father’s farm 

which he operated until 1904 and later rented the farm adjoining where he now 

resides. He is engaged in general farming, making a specialty of raising for 

his own use high grade Holstein cattle. 

Mr. Evans was united in marriage, in 1888, to Miss Nina Mabee, a daughter 

of John and Celeste (Swart) Mabee. The father was born at Hoffmans Ferry, 
Schenectady county, New York, and is a member of one of the old Holland fam- 
ilies who settled at a very early period in the Mohawk valley in the state of 

New York. On the old homestead the house is still standing which was built 
many years before the Revolutionary war. Many of the descendants of the 
Mabee family were volunteer soldiers in the war for independence. John 
Mabee, the father of Mrs. Evans, is a veteran of the Civil war, having en- 

listed in Company E of a New York regiment. At the close of the war he 
removed to Wisconsin and established his home in Plymouth township. For 

some little time after taking up his abode in Wisconsin he was employed by 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway Company, but later returned to his 
farm where he remained until 1900, after which time he removed to Plymouth, 

Wisconsin, and there has since maintained his residence. To Mr. and Mrs. 

John Mabee two children were born: Nina, who was born September 20, 1869, 

and is the wife of the subject of this review; and Giles, who is a resident of 

Plymouth, Wisconsin.
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To Mr. and Mrs. McGraw Evans three children have been born: Martha, 
who is engaged in educational work, and is now pursuing studies in the State 
Normal School at Oshkosh; and Alice and Sarah, who are both living at home. 

Mr. Evans and his family are affiliated with the Congregational church of 
Plymouth. He is one of the influential residents of his county and his aid and 
cooperation are tangible factors for success in many public enterprises. 

. SIMON GRASSER. 

There is, perhaps, no history in all this volume that indicates more fully 

what may be accomplished through determined and persistent purpose than 

that of Simon Grasser for, denied some of the advantages which many boys enjoy, 
he had to encounter various difficulties and obstacles. His record, however, 

proves that it is only under the stimulus of adversity and opposition that the 

strongest and best in man is brought out and developed. His self-sacrifice and 

determination were called forth and his developing ability and energy have at 
length brought him to a prominent position in business circles. He is now deal- 
ing extensively in flour, feed and produce, owning a large four-story grain ele- 
vator with a capacity of over twenty thousand bushels at No. 817 Center street. 
He started in this business in Sheboygan on April 4, 1887, and now conducts 
his interests under the firm style of S. Grasser & Company, his son-in-law, 

Fred Flader, being his partner. 
Mr. Grasser is a native of Manitowoc county, his birth having there oc- 

curred upon a farm on the 18th of February, 1856, his parents being Stephen 
and Mary Grasser, both of whom were natives of Germany. On coming to 
the new world they settled in Manitowoc county, where the father purchased, 
developed and improved a farm. At length he sold that property and took up 
his abode in Sheboygan, where he passed away at the venerable age of ninety- 

two years and two months. He had for some time survived his wife, who died 
when she was about seventy-two years of age. 

Simon Grasser spent his youthful days upon the home farm and continued 
to assist in its cultivation until he reached the age of twenty-four years. He 
then went to Milwaukee and for three years was employed in the Joseph Schlitz 

brewery. While a resident of that city he married Miss Margaret Schill, who 
was also born and reared in Manitowoc county, and after a residence of three 

years in Milwaukee he returned with his wife to Cleveland, Manitowoc county, 

where for six years he worked for his brother-in-law, Peter Hoffmann, who 

was proprietor of a grain elevator and lumberyard. During the succeeding 
year Mr. Grasser was in the employ of the Mattoon Manufacturing Company 

of Sheboygan and on the expiration of that period established his present busi- 
ness in April, 1887. To the time that he was twenty-five years of age he could 
not read or write English although he was familiar with the German language, 
his instruction having been in that tongue. Subsequent to his marriage he 
attended night school and thus made an advance step toward that success which 
has ultimately rewarded his labors. He began business on a small scale, being 
located on Center street on the present site of the Rummelle’s automobile gar-
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age. His investment represented an outlay of only five hundred and fifty dol- 
lars and from that small beginning he has developed his present extensive en- 
terprise. He later removed to a building by the railroad tracks near where his 
cold storage plant now stands. In 1905 he sold that property and erected his 
present four-story wareroom and elevator. Each year has witnessed an increase 
in his business which has now reached mammoth proportions as is indicated by 
the fact that to meet the demands of the trade it was necessary to erect his pres- 
ent elevator with a capacity of twenty thousand bushels. He handles flour, feed 
and produce and has secured an excellent market, his annual sales returning him 
a most gratifying income. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Grasser have become the parents of two children: Elizabeth, 
| who is the wife of Fred Flader, her father’s partner in business; and Anna, 

the wife of Frank C. Schultz, of Fond du Lac. Mrs. Flader has two children, 
Calvin and Margaret, and Mrs. Schultz one son, Carl. Mr. Grasser and his 
family hold membership in the Roman Catholic church and he belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Order of Foresters, the Catholic Knights 
of Wisconsin and the Modern Woodmen of America. He certainly deserves 

| much credit for what he has accomplished for energy and perseverance have 
constituted the foundation of his success. He has been actuated by no “vault- 
ing ambition” but has never failed to use the opportunities presented and grad- 
ually has gained a position among the leading and prosperous business men of 
his adopted city. 

C. ERNST HINZE. 

A worthy representative of the commercial interests of Sheboygan is C. 
Ernst Hinze, of the firm of Rust & Hinze, who are engaged in the general mer- 
cantile, flour and feed business at 1701 Indiana avenue. He was born at Schenk- 
enberg in the province of Brandenburg, Germany, on the 12th of February, 
1873, and is a son of Carl and Wilhelmina Hinze. The parents emigrated to 
the United States with their children in 1884, locating at Altamont, Illinois, 
where they still reside. : 

The education of C. Ernst Hinze was begun in his native country and com- 
pleted in the parochial schools of Altamont. At the age of fourteen he laid 
aside his text-books and began his business career as a clerk in a general mer- 
cantile store. In 1889 he came to Sheboygan and being unable to find employ- 
ment in the mercantile line, he took a position in a furniture factory. He con- 
tinued in the service of the various local furniture manufacturers during the 
succeeding three years, and at the expiration of that time obtained a clerkship 
in the store of G. W. Schmitt. He was ambitious and diligent and aspired to 
have a business of his own, and with this end in view saved as much as possible 
of his earnings. Eight years after entering the employ of Mr. Schmitt he was 
in a position to realize his hopes and became associated with A. F. Rust in 
establishing the business they are now conducting. They have been very suc- 
cessful and have greatly increased their original capital and now carry a large 
Stock of staple and fancy groceries and they also keep flour and feed. The
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building in which their store is located was formerly used for a saloon and dance 
hall but they have remodeled it to meet their requirements and it is now one of 
the most attractive business structures in that part of the city. They are both 
energetic and capable men and the straightforward and reliable methods they 

have adopted in the conduct of their enterprise is winning them a constantly 

increasing patronage. 
In this city on the 6th of June, 1895, Mr. Hinze was united in marriage to 

Miss Ida Rust, a daughter of Fred and Friedericke Rust. The father, who was 

for many years engaged in the manufacture of brick in Sheboygan, is now de- 
ceased but the mother is still living and now makes her home with the subject of 
this review. Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hinze, two of 

whom, Walter and Reuben, died in infancy. The others are Elmer, Raymond 
and Harold, all of whom are attending school. 

In politics, Mr. Hinze is a republican and for one term he served as super- 

visor in his township. In the course of his business career he has achieved 
the commendable success that invariably accompanies diligent and persistent 
effort when intelligently directed, and he is held in high esteem in the city. 

DE HAVE NORTON. 

De Have Norton, an honored veteran of the Civil war, is numbered among 
the valued and representative citizens of Hingham, where he has made his 

home for more than a half century. He was born in Solon, Maine, on the 
5th of June, 1839, and has therefore passed the seventy-third milestone on life’s 
journey. The family comes of English descent and was established in Maine 
at a very early day. Elihu Norton, the father of our subject, was born in the 
the Pine Tree state in 1814 and for many years was engaged in railroading in 

that state. In 1855 he brought his family to Wisconsin, locating in Sheboygan 
county, on a farm on section 30, Lima township, which he cleared and improved 

and upon which he resided until 1886. In that year he retired from active 
life and took up his abode in Hingham, where he spent his remaining days, 
his death occurring in 1899. For thirty years he had survived his wife, Mrs. 
Emily (Taylor) Norton, who was born in 1817 and passed away in 1869. In 

their family were two children, the younger sister of our subject being Mary, 
the widow of Frank Sisson, whose residence is in Akron, Colorado. 

De Have Norton spent the first sixteen years of his life in the state of his 
nativity and to the public schools of Maine and of Wisconsin he is indebted 

for the educational advantages which he enjoyed. After coming to Wisconsin 
he assisted his father in the cultivation of the home fields, his time being thus 

engaged until 1861, when, responding to the call of the Union for troops to fight 

in the Civil war he enlisted in Company C, Fourth Wisconsin Infantry. This 
later became the Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry and was the first company to leave 
Sheboygan county. His entire service was characterized by loyalty to duty and 
courage in the face of danger, and he took part in all engagements in which his 
,command participated, including the battles of Baton Rouge, Pleasant Hill, the 
siege of Port Hudson, and the engagement at Vicksburg, and after a service of
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four years and four months he was honorably discharged, leaving the field of 
battle with a most creditable military record. 

After the close of hostilities Mr. Norton returned to Lima township and 

again took up the work of the farm, in which he continued until the year 1886, 

when he withdrew from agricultural pursuits and moved to Hingham, where 

he has since maintained his residence. 

On the 20th of December, 1865, Mr. Norton was united in marriage to Miss 

Mary M. Johnson, a native of Maine, where she was born in 1840. She was the 
third child in order of birth in the family of John and Belinda (Clough) John- 
son, who were likewise natives of the Pine Tree state, where the father passed 

away in early life. Later the mother brought her family to Sheboygan county, 
Wisconsin, establishing her home in Lima township, and here her daughter gave 
her hand in marriage to Mr. Norton. Unto this union one son has been born, 

Frank I., who is connected with a chair factory in Port Washington, Wiscon- 
sin. He married Miss Ava Wood, of Sheboygan Falls, and has two children, 
Vera and Dorothy. Mrs. Norton holds membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Hingham while fraternally Mr. Norton belongs to the Modern Wood- 

men of America and the Royal Neighbors of America and holds pleasant rela- 
tions with his old army comrades through his membership in the Grand Army 
of the Republic. He is deeply interested in all matters pertaining to the gen- 
eral welfare and for one year he served as supervisor of Lima township, is 
now a notary public and for the past twenty-two years has been justice of the 
peace, which office he still holds. His performance of the duties that devolve 
upon him in connection therewith has ever been capable and efficient, his decisions 
ever being strictly fair and impartial, and by his equitable rulings he has won 
the confidence and regard of his fellow citizens. His life record now spans a 

period of seventy-three years, more than a quarter of a century of which time 
has been passed in Hingham, and his long residence in this town has made him 

well known, while his many good traits of character have won for him the honor 
and respect of a large circle of warm friends. 

WILLIAM GOTTER. . 

William Gotter owns and operates a farm located one and one-half miles 

southwest of the city of Sheboygan. He was born in Germany, August 20, 

1849, and is a son of Frederick and Anna Gotter, both of whom were natives 

of Germany, their births having occurred in that country in the year 1816. They 

were united in wedlock in their native land in 1839 and together with their fam- 
ily emigrated to the United States in 1850, making their settlement on a farm 

in Sheboygan township, this county, where they continued to live during the 
remaining years of their life. To Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Gotter seven children 
were born: Gottfried, who is engaged in farming in Illinois; Frederick, who is 

married and is engaged in agricultural pursuits in Iowa; William, the subject of 
this review; Gotlieb, deceased; Elizabeth, who is the wife of Gotlieb Torke 

and lives in Sherman township; Anna, of Wilson township, who became the wife
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of August Harps, a veteran of the Civil war; and Ferdinand, a retired farmer 

living in Sheboygan township. 

William Gotter was reared in the home of his parents and educated in the 

English and German schools of Lima township. He remained under the par- 
ental roof until twenty years of age and has since been engaged for himself in 
agricultural pursuits. 

On the 21st of May, 1880, Mr. Gotter was united in martiage to Miss Mary 

Heinze. Mrs. Gotter is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. August Heinze, both of 

whom were natives of Germany and emigrated to this country at a very early 

date. Mr. Heinze is still living and resides in Sheboygan. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Gotter six children have been born: Mary, the wife of August Weidemeyer, 

a carpenter, and the mother of two children; Anna, who became the wife of 

John N. Henning, a farmer, and has one daughter ; Ida, living with her parents; 

Martha, who married Albert Hartman, who is engaged in farming in Sheboygan 

township; and Alvina and Herbert, both at home. The mother of this family 

passed away on September 23, 1896, and was buried in the Lutheran 

cemetery. Mr. Gotter for many years has been regarded as one of the suc- 
cessful agriculturists of this county. His farm, located close to the city limits 
gives every evidence of its being operated by a skilled and practical agricultur- 

ist. He is a man of the highest type of character and the beneficent influence 
of his life has been felt during all the years of his residence among the people 
of the community in which he lives. He and all the members of his family are 
loyal communicants of the Lutheran church. 

GEORGE SCHAEFER. 

George Schaefer, a well known and representative agriculturist of Sheboy- 
gan county, resides on section 7, Plymouth township, where he owns one hun- 
dred acres of valuable land and devotes his attention to dairy farming. He is 
numbered among the worthy native sons of this county, his birth having oc- 
curred in Plymouth township on the 15th of June, 1868. His parents, George 
and Sophia (Iserloth) Schaefer, were both natives of Waldeck, Germany, the 

former born on the 6th of November, 1829, and the latter on the 4th of Decem- 
ber, 1832. It was about 1857 that George Schaefer, Sr., emigrated to the United 

States, first taking up his abode in Greenbush township, Sheboygan county, 

Wisconsin. Subsequenily he removed to Plymouth township and purchased 
forty-six acres of land on section 7. He cleared the property and erected the 

necessary buildings, his first house and barn being constructed of logs but being 
later replaced by frame structures. He resided on that place until 1887 and then 

put aside the active work of the fields and removed to Glenbeulah, where he 
lived until 1906. The last four years of his life were spent in the home of his 

son George, his demise occurring on the 29th of March, 1910. His wife was 
called to her final rest on the 5th of April, 1909. George Schaefer, Sr., was a 
resident of this county for more than a half century and was well known and 
highly esteemed as a worthy pioneer and representative citizen. His children 
were six in number, as follows: Katharine, the wife of Richard Bruns, of Elk-
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hart Lake, Wisconsin; William, who is a resident of Clark county, Wisconsin; 
Sophia, the wife of Newt Johnson, of Sheboygan, this state; Hermina, who is 
the wife of Charles Grunert and resides in Escanaba, Michigan; George, Jr., of 

this review; and Louisa, the wife of Tom Johnson, of Lyndon township, She- 

boygan county. 

George Schaefer, Jr., acquired his education in the public schools of this 

county and grew to manhood on his father’s farm, early becoming familiar 

with the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. About 1892 
he rented the home place and eight years later purchased the property, con- 
tinuing to operate the same until 1902. In that year he sold the farm and sub- 
sequently spent two years at work in the city of Sheboygan. In 1904 he pur- 
chased the farm of his brother William on section 7, Plymouth township, which 
has since remained in his possession and which embraces one hundred acres of 

rich and productive land. He has brought the place under a high state of cul- 
tivation and improvement and devotes his attention to dairy farming, his cattle 

being graded Holsteins. 
In 1910 Mr. Schaefer was united in marriage to Miss Lottie Miller, a daugh- 

ter of George and Katharine (Jacquilliard) Miller, who reside on a farm in 

Alsace, Germany. Mrs. Lottie Schaefer, who is a native of the fatherland, em- 

igrated to the United States in 1907. Her brother and sister, George and Lena, 
still reside in Alsace. Unto our subject and his wife has been born one child, 

Erna, whose natal day was February 9, 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Schaefer are mem- i 

bers of the Lutheran church at Glenbeulah, in the work of which they take an 

active and helpful interest. They have an extensive circle of friends through- 

out the community in which they reside, having ever displayed those sterling 
traits of character which in every land and clime win confidence and regard. 

WILLIAM PETERSEN, Sr. 

William Petersen, Sr., a property holder and one of the substantial citizens 
of Lyndon township, has been a resident of Wisconsin since his youth and here 

his years of activity have been crowned by a well merited success. He was 

born March 12, 1850, in Hanover, Germany, the son of Christopher and Magda- 

lena (Fischer) Petersen, both representatives of respected Hanoverian families, 
the Petersens especially having been identified with that state in which they had 
dwelt as landowners and farmers, as far back as the records show. The father 

was born in 1813 and spent his entire lifetime in his native land, dying in 
1861. Their family numbered six children, as follows: Katrina, who died when 

twenty years of age; Henry, who died when eighteen years old; Paul, who died 
at the age of fourteen years; William, the subject of this sketch; Minnie, who 
died when nine years of age; and Claus, who died at the age of four. In June, 
1861, the same year in which occurred his father’s death, William Petersen lost 
his brothers and sisters, all of whom fell victims to an epidemic of diphtheria. 

Prior to the death of the father William Petersen attended the excellent 
public schools in the vicinity of his home, wisely availing himself of the op- 
Portunity thus offered to acquire a thorough elementary education in all the es- 

Vol. TI—s
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sential branches of learning. After the fateful year of 1861 which so nearly 
witnessed the extinction of the family, he applied himself to the cultivation of 

the home farm and, lad though he was, became the support and comfort of his 

widowed and stricken mother. 
In 1856 his uncle, Barthold Petersen, had left the fatherland and emigrated 

to the United States, locating his home in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin. Here 

he had prospered and his letters home were filled with descriptions of the op- 

portunities which the new world offered to young men of energy and ambition 

who were not afraid of work. All about him he saw men who had come from 
different countries of the old world without capital or influence, who by their 

own unaided efforts had attained to positions of responsibility and had accu- 
mulated comfortable competencies. The stories of successes such as these were 

told in the letters which Barthold Petersen wrote to his family in Germany, 
and they turned the thoughts of his nephew, William Petersen, to look upon a 

future in the United States as highly desirable and advantageous to him. In 
1868 he set out to make his way in the world, his first step being to take pas- 

sage for America. His mother remained behind among friends for her son 
was unwilling to subject her to the trials and uncertainties which might await 
him, preferring rather to first establish a home for her reception before asking 

her to break the ties which bound her to the land of her birth. Arriving in New 
. York city he turned his hand to the first honorable labor which was offered 

him, for he was ever industrious and earnest. He entered the employ of the 

Havemeyer company, sugar refiners of Brooklyn, New York, and during his 
spare time applied himself assiduously to the study of the language and customs 
of the land of his adoption. For several months he remained in this situation, 

but he chose to look upon it rather as a stepping stone to his ultimate independ- 
ence and not as a permanent position. His was not a nature to be satisfied with 
anything less than success and he lost no time in idleness about the city but 
within the year continued his journey. Arrived at Sheboygan Falls he at once 
secured a position on a farm, with the work of which he was well acquainted, 
having been trained during his youth in all the best methods known to success- 
ful German farmers. The next year he sent for his mother to join him, as by 

thrift and industry he had already provided means for her support. In 1870 
he removed to Lyndon township, where he worked in a grist and sawmill situated 

on the Onion river. He continued to practice the same habits of economy which 
had so far helped him on the road to independence and in 1873 had accumulated 

the means to purchase a forty acre farm in the eastern part of Lyndon town- 
ship. A part of this original purchase is included in his present estate. He set 

himself to the task of clearing and improving his land, giving thoughtful con- 
sideration to the crops for which it was best adapted and those for which the 

market offered most advantageous sale. That his judgment was sound and his 
methods good is proven by the fact that he steadily added to his acreage 

until he owned a quarter section. He continued to cultivate this tract success- 
fully until 1888 when he sold a part and purchased the place known as the 

Hanford Hutchinson farm. He set about the improvement of this, remodeling 

the buildings as his taste dictated and his needs demanded. During the latter 
years he has specialized in dairy farming, and as has been his life-long practice, 
devotes to even the details his careful attention and consideration.
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In 1873 Mr. Petersen married Mary Schaekel, a daughter of Christian and 

Dorothea (Busse) Schaekel, whose birth occurred September 11, 1852, in Sheboy- 

gan Falls township. The Schaekel family, like the Petersen family, has been iden- 

tified with Hanover, Germany, through many generations, and the Busse family 

is one of the old houses of Lippe-Detmold. In 1844, in his twenty-ninth year, 

Christian Schaekel came to the United States, locating first in Indiana, where he 

was engaged in the construction of a canal, and then removing to Chicago. The 

city which was destined to be the second largest in America was then in an em- 

bryonic state, so much so that land was then valued at but a small part of what 

it costs today, and in 1845 large areas could be purchased for a sum equal to 
what is asked for a single front foot in 1912. Mr. Schaekel was employed on 
a farm which later was incorporated within the city limits and as an induce- 
ments for him to remain, his employer offered him a tract of forty acres which 

now lies in the heart of Chicago. Even the wisest of speculators did not at that 
early day foresee the wealth which Chicago real estate would eventually repre- 
sent, and it is no discredit to Mr. Schaekel’s judgment that he did not avail him- 
self of an offer which, if accepted, would have rendered him and his family 
wealthy “beyond the dreams of avarice.” Instead, he chose what was then 
thought to be the surer road to prosperity and in 1845 purchased one hundred 

and sixty acres of good land in Sheboygan Falls township, on section 24. That 

event would prove differently none could then foretell, and Mr. Schaekel acted 
the part of a wise man in passing by an uncertainty and a mere speculative chance 
for that which his experience taught him would prove a sure financial success. 

His land was covered with timber and directly he had consummated its purchase 

he set himself to the task of clearing it and preparing it for crops. Following 
this preparatory work he cultivated his farm until 1868, when he sold it, and, 
in partnership with his brother-in-law, Mr. H. Reysen, purchased the grist and 

sawmill at Onion river. In 1872 he bought a farm in Lyndon township, on section 
13, where he made his home until his death which occurred in 1887. He mar- 
ried Dorothea Busse in 1850 and to them were-born nine children, as follows: 

Mrs.. Petersen; Dorothea, wife of Henry Habighorst, of Sheboygan Falls; 

Henry, who died at the age of eleven years; Flora, wife of Andrew Meyer, of 

Lyndon township; Frederick, living in Toledo, Ohio; Annie, wife of Nick Nagel, 

of Lyndon township; Philipena, wife of Carl J. Nehrling, also of Lyndon town- 
ship; Ottila, who died at the age of twenty-one years; and Otto, who makes his 
home in Butternut, Ashland county, Wisconsin. 

The family of Mr. and Mrs. William Petersen, Sr., numbered eight children. 
William, Jr., who married Jennie Martin, makes his home on the family home- 

stead. Frederick passed away at the age of twenty-two years. Flora died in 
infancy. Myrtie is the wife of Otto Eichhorst, of Omaha, Nebraska, and the 
mother of three children, Marie, Madeline and Robert. Henry, a civil engi- 
neer in the employ of the Pennsylvania railroad, living in Cleveland, Ohio, is 
married to Leah Eberts and they are the parents of two sons, Frederick and 

Waldo. Marie and Dorothea died in infancy. Ottilia makes her home with her 
parents. 

In Lyndon township Mr. Petersen is accorded the esteem to which he is so 
justly entitled. He has held the positions of township supervisor and treasurer 

and for fifteen years was a member of the school board. The family are mem-
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bers of the Evangelical Lutheran church. A gratifying measure of success has 
: attended Mr. Petersen’s labors, due solely to his habits of thrift and industry, and 

the position which he holds today as one of the foremost citizens of his com- 
munity is the reward of a lifetime of well directed energies and conscientious 
conduct. 

OWEN GEARLDS. 

Owen Gearlds is one of the best known and numbered among the most repre- 
sentative citizens in the county of Sheboygan. He is a native of the Empire 
state, having been born in Oneida county, October 20, 1842. He is a son of 
Edward and Catharine (Evans) Gearlds. His grandfather on the paternal side 
was also a native of New York. Edward Gearlds was born in that state in the 
year 1819 and was there united in wedlock to Miss Catharine Evans. To their 
union six children were born, five of whom are living: Owen; Edward, de- 
ceased; Nancy, the wife of Elvin Estey, a retired farmer living at Riverside in 
this county; Elizabeth, the wife of George Gould, retired, their home being at 
Sheboygan; John, by trade and occupation a carpenter, who is married and 
lives in Sheboygan; and George, who is married and is engaged in the construc- 
tion of railroad bridges. Edward Gearlds is still living at the advanced age of 
ninety-three years and makes his home with his daughter in the city of She- 
boygan. 

Owen Gearlds was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 
tion in the district schools of his native state. At the age of thirteen, in com- 
pany with his parents, he removed to the west, making the journey by team to 
Oswego, from there to Toronto and thence to Collingwood, Canada. There 
the family embarked on board one of the passenger steamers and came direct 
to Sheboygan after a prolonged journey by water of eleven days. Their land- 
ing was made at the old historic pier at Sheboygan, a far-famed structure of its 
kind in its day, having long since passed out of existence. At the time of the 
arrival of Owen Gearlds in Sheboygan the city consisted of about twelve hun- 
dred inhabitants. Nearly all of the surrounding country north, south and west 
was a virgin wilderness, with here and there isolated settlers struggling as 
pioneers in their efforts to carve for themselves a home out of the wilds of Wis- 
consin. Indians were everywhere to be seen and upon the hillsides wandering 
bands of Chippewas, Menominees and Winnebagoes constituted one picturesque 
feature of life in this part of Wisconsin at that time. Wild game also was plen- 
tiful, the fur-bearing animals and the feathered tribe could everywhere be found 
and large herds of deer were often seen feeding near to the city limits and were 
always to be found roving through their native forest haunts. 

Mr. Gearlds on starting life for himself obtained his first position as a 
teamster in the employ of T. M. Blackstock. This business required him to 
drive his team to McCrea’s pier, which at that time was used for shipping wood 
and brick, his employer being the foreman of the work at the pier. He received 
as compensation for his services eleven dollars per month. After remaining 
for some time in the employ of Mr. Blackstock he purchased property located
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on the old State road, a road long since made famous by its historical associa- 

tions in the early days of pioneer life in Wisconsin. This road followed the 

Indian trail between Milwaukee, Port Washington, Sheboygan and Green Bay 

and was the famous thoroughfare for north and southbound travelers for very 
many years. Its days of usefulness and popularity were signalized by the toll- 
gate system then in vogue throughout the country. 

Mr. Gearlds was united in marriage on the 2d of March, 1866, to Miss 

Ruth Ann Goold, a native of Nova Scotia, her parents being William and Ruth 

Goold. To Mr. and Mrs. Gearlds three sons and three daughters have been 
born: Ellen, who married Frank Goold, a traveling salesman, and is the mother 

of two children; Carrie, who became the wife of Edward Henges, a farmer, 

and lives in Minnesota; Mabel, deceased; Edwin and Edward, twins, both of 

whom are married and live in Minnesota; and Owen, deceased, who was the 

fourth in the order of birth. Mr. Gearlds was again married, this time choosing 

as his partner for life Miss Anna L. Gibbons, a native of Wisconsin and for 
many years a teacher in the public schools. Her parents, who were both natives 

of Ireland, have long since passed away. The wedding of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gearlds occurred on the 16th of December, 1892. To their union one child has 

been born, Owen, now living at home with his parents. Mr. Gearlds has for 

many years been a consistent member of the democratic party, following the 
fortunes of that great political organization in its national and state campaigns. 
He has been chairman of the board of Sheboygan township for the past twenty- 
six years always having been elected on the democratic ticket, and for the past 

twenty years he has been treasurer of school district No. 2 and has also been a 

member of the county board and has held the office of supervisor for several 

years. Mr. Gearlds has spent nearly his entire life in this county and during 

that time he has so lived as to gain and to retain the universal respect of his fel- 

iowmen. He is regarded as a man of integrity and in every way a useful and in- 
fluential citizen. 

OTTO A. LA BUDDE. i! 

Otto A. La Budde has been identified with the hardware business in many 
capacities and in different places for many years. He spent his entire active 

life in this occupation and upon his retirement in 1910 had acquired a moderate 
fortune, which he always uses to the best advantage and for the development 

and benefit of Sheboygan county. He was born in the town of Rhine, where he 

now resides, on June 11, 1865. His father was Ferdinand La Budde, a native 
of Stolpe, Germany, whose birth occurred in that country, February 29, 1824. 
He married in his native country Adeline Nametz, born in 1830 in the same 

place. They left Germany for America in 1857 and came to Plymouth, Wis- 
consin, where the father worked as a wagon maker for four years. Attracted 
by the growing agricultural development of this section of the country, he 
bought a farm in Rhine township in 1859 and cultivated it until 1878, when he 

and his family removed to Plymouth. Ferdinand La Budde retired from active 
work in the same year and lived with his family until his death in 1901. He had
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survived his wife since 1887 and left at his death a family of three sons and two 
daughters. During his life he was an active member of the Evangelical church 
and in this faith he reared his children. 

Otto A. La Budde received his early education in the public schools of Ply- 
mouth and this was later supplemented by a course at high school. Immediately 

after laying aside his books he entered the hardware business as an apprentice 

for three years with H. C. Laack. Later he went to Rochester, Minnesota, and 

spent some years in the hardware business in that city. After two years at 
Topeka, Kansas, in the same line of activity he came to Elkhart Lake in 188s. 
Here he conducted a hardware store until his removal to Oconto in 1907. He 
was active in his chosen business in that city for three years, until 1910, when he 
retired from all business connections and returned to Elkhart Lake, where he 

now resides. 

On July 5, 1888, Mr. La Budde was united in marriage to Miss Anna Freutel, 
a daughter of William Freutel, who followed the trade of wagon making all his 

life. They are the parents of three children: Walter, aged twenty-three; Arthur, 

who is now nineteen; and Raymond, a youth of fourteen. Mr. La Budde has 

been active in democratic political circles for some years and has held various of- 
fices at different times during his career. He served for five years as president of 

the village of Elkhart Lake and is now in his first term as assemblyman. He 
has a firm faith in the future of his native district and is always ready to lend 
his aid and influence in behalf of any movement looking toward its progress and 
improvement. 

ARTHUR MALLMANN. 

Arthur Mallmann, who is conducting a saloon at the corner of Indiana and 

Thirteenth streets, in the building known as Standard Hall, was born in She- 

boygan on the oth of November, 1888. He is a son of Frederick Mallmann, 

who was born in Germany in 1842 and there passed the first nine years of his 

life. In 1851, he emigrated to the United States with his parents, who located 
on a farm in Sheboygan county. There he was reared to manhood and as- 
sisted with the cultivation of the farm until 1861, when he enlisted as a private 

in Company H, Ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and went to the front, re- 

maining in the service for four years and four months. When mustered out 
he returned to Sheboygan county and learned the shoemaker’s trade, which 
he followed for many years and he was also employed in some of the local fac- 
tories. About ten years prior to his death he withdrew from active work and 
lived retired. Mr. Mallmann was twice married. To him and his first wife there 
were born five children, three of whom are still living, as follows: William; 

Albert, a resident of Sheboygan and a painter by trade, who is married and has 

four children; and Minnie, the wife of Ernest Muhs, a cabinet maker of this 

city, by whom she has had four children. Mr. Mallmann chose for his second 
wife Miss Minnie Laese, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Laese, both natives of 

Germany, and to them were born eight children, our subject being the fifth in 
order of birth. The others are as follows: Annie, who was a school teacher,
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now the wife of Julius Rosenthal of this city, by whom she has had two children; 

Emma, who married Earl Diehl, a machinist, living in Davenport, Iowa; Al- 

fred, an employe in a brewery in Sheboygan, who is married and has one child; 
Edwin, a saloon keeper in Sheboygan, who is married and has two children; 

and Ella, Leona and Arnold, all of whom are living at home. 

Arthur Mallmann attended the public and parochial schools of this city in 

the acquirement of an education and then learned the upholsterer’s trade, which 

he followed for eight years. He gave this up in 1911, and on April 21 of that 
year engaged in the saloon business at his present stand. 

In this city on the 3d of October, 1911, Mr. Mallmann was married to Miss 

Augusta Pease, a daughter of Charles and Hattie Pease. The father is de- 

ceased but the mother is still living and makes her home in Sheboygan. One 
child has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Mallmann, a daughter, whom they have 
named Hazel. Fraternally the connections of Mr. Mallmann are confined to his 
membership in the Rangers and he maintains relations with his trade through 
the medium of his affiliation with the Retail Liquor Dealers Association. 

CARL J. NEHRLING. 

Carl J. Nehrling, who is numbered among the worthy native sons of She- 

boygan county, devotes his attention to general agricultural pursuits and is the 
owner of a valuable farm of one hundred and twenty acres on sections 1 and 
12, Lyndon township. His birth occurred in Plymouth township on the 25th 

of June, 1866, his parents being Carl and Elizabeth (Ruge) Nehrling, both of 
whom were natives of Saxony, Germany. The father was born on the 19th of 
January, 1834, while the mother’s birth occurred on the 6th of October, 1837. 

The Nehrlings were farmers and landowners of Saxony. Christian Nehr- 
ling, the paternal grandfather of our subject, was born on the 3d of Jan- 

uary, 1803, and emigrated to America with his son Carl in 1855. He had 
another son, Heinrich, who remained in Saxony. Christian Nehrling made his 
way direct to Sheboygan county, locating in Herman township, where he pur- 
chased a tract of forty acres on section 28 which he cleared and improved. 
Subsequently he augmented his landed holdings by additional purchase and at 

the time of his demise owned an excellent farm of eighty acres. He was called 
to his final rest on the 7th of July, 1864, and thus the community lost one of 
its respected and honored pioneer settlers. Carl Nehrling, the father of Mr. 
Nehrling of this review, emigrated to the United States in company with his 

parents and remained with his father until the latter’s death, after which he 

continued to engage in farming. About 1864 he sold the home property 
and removed to Plymouth township, where he purchased land on section 23 

and resided until 1874. In that year he disposed of the place and took up his 
abode on section 22, north of Plymouth, where he remained until about 1879, 
when he removed to section 1, Lyndon township. There he devoted his atten- 

tion to the operation and improvement of a farm until 1900, when he sold out 
and retired from the work of the fields. Since that time he has lived with his 

children, making his home at present in Chicago. It was about 1855 that he
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wedded Miss Elizabeth Ruge, who is deceased, having passed away on the 25th 
of October, 1896. Mr. and Mrs. Carl Nehrling were the parents of four 
children. Henry, who is now an orange grower of Gotha, Orange county, 

Florida, was formerly custodian of the public museum of Milwaukee, and also 

served as deputy collector of customs of the port of Milwaukee. Caroline is 
the wife of Paul Appelt, of Chicago, Illinois. Amelia is the wife of August 
Kich and resides in Gary, Indiana. Carl J., of this review, is the youngest 
member of the family. 

Carl J. Nehrling obtained his early education in a parochial school and also 
pursued a course of study in the Bryant & Stratton Business College of Chi- 
cago. After putting aside his text-books he began farming, first cultivating 

rented land. In 1900 he purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty acres 

on sections 1 and 12, Lyndon township, in the operation of which he has been 

engaged continuously since. He has remodeled the buildings thereon, and the 
property is now lacking in none of the improvements and equipments of a 
model farm. He devotes his attention to dairy farming but makes a specialty 
of raising pure bred Holsteins for the market and has a sire related to the 

world’s record cows. 
In 1890 Mr. Nehrling was united in marriage to Miss Philipena Schaekel, 

a daughter of Christian Shaekel, of whom more extended mention is made on 

another page of this work. Unto our subject and his wife have been born 

three children, Otto, Erich and Althea. All are still under the parental roof. 

Mr. Nehrling gives his political allegiance to the republican party and has 

served as supervisor of Lyndon township and also in the capacity of school 
clerk. He and his family belong to the Evangelical Lutheran church. His 
entire life has been guided by the most honorable principles and his self-reliance 
and unfaltering industry, combined with his integrity, constitute the salient 
features in his success. 

WILLIAM H. SCHROEDER. 

‘ Agricultural pursuits have always engaged the attention of William H. 
Schroeder, who engages in general farming and stock-raising in Plymouth town- 
ship, where he owns one hundred and fourteen acres of highly improved land. 
His birth occurred on a farm in the vicinity of Sheboygan Falls on the 26th 

of September, 1855, his parents being John and Amelia (Pachtmann) Schroeder. 
The father was born in the province of Pomerania, Germany, in 1810, and there 

he was also reared and educated, and learned the trade of furniture making. 
He emigrated to the United States in 1837, locating in the city of New York, | 
where for ten years he worked at his trade. From there he came to Sheboygan _ 
county in 1847, and invested his savings in a farm of one hundred and eleven 
acres located in the vicinity of Sheboygan Falls. He cultivated this land until 

1893, when advanced age compelled his withdrawal from active work and he 
thereafter lived retired until his death in 1895. The mother, who was born in 

Germany in 1812 and was married to Mr. Schroeder in Sheboygan county,
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passed away in 1881. Two children, a daughter and a son were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Schroeder, the former being Alvina, who is living with her brother. 

The only son and the younger child of his parents, William H. Schroeder 
| was reared at home and educated in the public schools of Sheboygan Falls. In 

common with other country youths he early began to assist with the work of 
the home farm, assuming more and more of the responsibility connected with 
its operation as his strength developed with the passing years. In 1893, he 
bought his present homestead, which contains one hundred and fourteen acres 
of fertile land. When he first came into possession of the property, the resi- 
dence was an old-fashioned brick structure, that was destroyed by fire in 1905. 
Immediately thereafter Mr. Schroeder erected his present dwelling, which is very 
attractive and comfortable and is thoroughly modern. He is renting out the 
old home farm, and gives his undivided attention to the cultivation of his own 
place, on which he lives. He is meeting with success in both farming and 
stock-raising and is numbered among the substantial agriculturists of Plymouth 
township. 

In 1883, Mr. Schroeder was married to Miss Hulda Truttschel, a daughter 
of August Truttschel, a native of Germany, who came to Wisconsin about 1848. 
Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Schroeder: Elsie, whose birth 
occurred in 1885; Louise and Emilia, twins, who were born on March 22, 1890, 
and died in June, 1891, six hours apart; Cora, who was born in 1893; and Edgar, 
whose natal year was 1898. The surviving children are all at home. 

The family attend the Congregational church, in which the parents hold 
membership, and fraternally Mr. Schroeder is a member of the Modern Wood- 
men of America and Equitable Fraternal Union. He is a republican in politics 
and for eleven years has been a member of the local school board. Mr. 
Schroeder is widely known in Sheboygan, where he has passed his entire life, 
and enjoys the esteem and high regard of a large circle of acquaintances many 
of whom have been stanch friends from his boyhood days. 

HENRY HERMAN. 

Henry Herman, of the firm of Herman Brothers, milk dealers, located at 
No. 1429 South Ninth street, has been engaged in business in Sheboygan for 
nine years, and during that time has made orderly progress in the development 
of a successful career and is numbered among the enterprising and promising 
young men of the community. He was born in Sheboygan county on May 17, 
1879, and is a son of John and Caroline (Femmel) Herman. The father came 
to this county from Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1855, and acquired a tract of 
wooded land in the vicinity of Sheboygan Falls. He diligently set about clear- 
ing his farm and placing it under cultivation, giving his undivided attention to 
the tilling of his fields and the care of the crops until the breaking out of the 
Civil war. As he is a very patriotic man he then laid aside all personal con- : 
siderations and offered his services in defense of the Union, enlisting in Com- 
pany E, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry. He participated in many notable 
conflicts, saw his comrades shot down all around him and he was once wounded
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himself. Upon receiving his honorable discharge he returned to Wisconsin and 
resumed the duties of civil life on the farm, continuing to engage in agricul- 
tural pursuits until age compelled him to withdraw from active work. He is 
now living retired in Sheboygan Falls, but the mother is deceased, her death 
having occurred in February, 1904, at the age of fifty-seven years. She is 
buried in the family lot in Wildwood cemetery. 

Reared on the farm where he was born, Henry Herman pursued his edu- 
cation in the district schools until he was a lad of twelve years. Although he 
was little more than a child he then started out to make his own way in the 
world and for six years thereafter worked for the neighboring farmers. At 
the expiration of that time he came to Sheboygan and took a position as driver 
with Dr. Zeiss. Eighteen months later he left his service and went to work for 
his brother Val, who was conducting a milk depot at the stand now occupied 
by Herman Brothers. Four and a half years later he became a partner in the 
business, together with his brother Conrad, the association continuing until 
1910, when Val sold his interest to the other brothers. As the young men are 
very industrious and conduct their business according to the highest standards 
of commercial integrity, they have won the esteem and confidence of the com- 
munity and are accorded an excellent patronage. 

On the 25th of March, 1903, Mr. Herman was united in marriage to Miss 
Jessie De Smidt, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William De Smidt, natives of 
Holland and pioneer farming people of Sheboygan county. They reside at No. 
1435 South Ninth street, where Mr. Herman erected a very pleasant modern 
house in 1902. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and 
he is affiliated with the Sons of Veterans. In politics he is a republican and 
gives his stanch support to the principles of that party, which he feels are best 
adapted to subserve the interests of the people. Mr. Herman is a young man 
deserving of the highest commendation for his achievements, as he started out 

in life for himself when little more than a child and has through his own thrift 
and diligence attained the position he occupies in the business world today. 

GEORGE JENSEMA. | 

George Jensema, who follows diversified farming two miles west of She- 
boygan, was born in Holland on the 23d of September, 1868, and is a son of 
John and Clara Jensema. The family came to the United States in the spring | 
of 1880, and located in the vicinity of the town of Holland, where for ten 
years the father rented a farm which he cultivated. At the expiration of that 
time he bought forty acres of land in Holland township, which he cultivated for 
a time, but he later sold it and went to Lima township and bought a smaller farm 
in the village of Gibbsville. There both he and the mother passed the re- 
mainder of their days, his death occurring in 1892 and that of the mother in 
1897. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Jensema numbered six, all of whom are 
living, our subject being the fourth in order of birth.
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The first twelve years in the life of George Jensema were passed in his 
native land, where he began his education, completing it in the district schools 
of Sheboygan Falls township. At the age of fourteen he laid aside his text- 
books and began working out as a farm hand, following this occupation until 
1892, when he engaged in the occupation of fishing. He continued in this line 
for seven years but at the expiration of that time once more turned his atten- 

tion to agricultural pursuits. In April, 1907, he accepted a position as attendant 
in the insane asylum at Sheboygan, where he was employed for nearly three 

years. After leaving there he again went to farming and now owns fifty 
acres of well cultivated land two miles west of the city of Sheboygan. Mr. 
Jensema is diligently applying himself to the further improvement and cultiva- 

tion of his place, and in connection with his general farming is raising graded 
cattle and such other stock as is needed on his farth. 

| On the 14th of March, 1899, Mr. Jensema was married to Miss Hattie Obrink, 

a daughter of B. H. Obrink, a veteran of the Civil war. The parents were 
both natives of Holland and pioneer residents of Sheboygan county, having 
located here soon after their arrival in the country. Mrs. Jensema passed away 
in 1906, and in February, 1910, Mr. Jensema married Mrs. Delia Mead, the 
widow of C. Mead and a daughter of E. Hartman, a native of Holland. 

The measure of prosperity which Mr. Jensema had achieved is attributable 
entirely to his industry, perseverance and resourcefulness. 

WILLIAM KUHLMEY. 

At the age of twenty-five years William Kuhlmey bade farewell to his rela- 
tives and friends and the fatherland and emigrated to the new world, settling at 
once in Sheboygan county where he has since lived. Although a miller by trade, 

soon after settling here he bought an eighty-acre farm on which he lived for 
thirty-nine years. He then sold his land, having increased his holdings to one 
hundred and twenty acres, and moved to Plymouth where after a couple of years 
he built his present beautiful modern residence now occupied by himself and fam- 
ily. Mr. Kuhlmey was born in Kloster Zinna, Germany, October 3, 1843, a son 
of Carl Edward Kuhlmey, who was born November 9, 1819, in Germany, and who 
was a miller by trade. The father in later years, however, became a farmer and 
survived until May, 1906. The mother, Othelia (Pullman) Kuhlmey, was born 
in Germany in 1823 and was a daughter of Fritz Pullman. Her parents spent 
their entire lives in the fatherland. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Kuhlmey were 
born six children, three of whom have passed away, William Kuhlmey being the 
only one of the family to come to America. 

On reaching the United States Mr. Kuhlmey, of this review, came at once to 
Wisconsin, arriving in Sheboygan on the 1st of December, 1867. The following 
day he went to Plymouth and for two and a half months attended school. Hav- 
ing learned the miller’s trade in the fatherland he sought employment at that 
Vocation in Wisconsin and followed it for five months. On November 24, 1868, 
he purchased a farm of eighty acres situated on section 10, in the town of Ply- 
mouth, and upon this land he resided for thirty-nine years. During that time
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he cleared the place, erected the necessary improvements, added forty acres to 
his original holdings and has made of it a very fine agricultural property. In 
1907 he disposed of his farm and removed to Plymouth, where he is now living 
retired. After being in this city for two years he erected the commodious home 
which he occupies and where he is now living, enjoying the fruits of his earlier 
years gained by well directed labor and frugality. 

Mr. Kuhlmey was married, August 14, 1868, to Miss Elizabeth Krumrey, who 
was born November 7, 1843, a daughter of Carl Krumrey, a native of Germany 
who emigrated to this country in October, 1849. Mr. and Mrs. Kuhlmey have 
no children of their own but have an adopted daughter, Thusnelda, now the wife 
of Charles Buchen. The progressiveness which has since characterized the life 
and career of Mr. Kuhlmey was illustrated very typically when he left the father- 
land and all his relatives and acquaintances and came to America, the land of 
greater opportunity, while he was yet a young man. Although he came single- 
handed and alone to this country, he has succeeded in accumulating a sufficient 
competence to enable him to spend his declining years in the quiet of his own 
well appointed home, surrounded by his family and friends. He is well known 
and greatly respected in Plymouth and enjoys the confidence and respect of a 
large circle of friends. 

ANDREW MEYER. 

Andrew Meyer, who owns and operates a well improved farm of eighty acres 
on section 12, Lyndon township, has long devoted his attention to general agricul- 
tural pursuits with excellent results. His birth occurred in Germantown town- 
ship, Washington county, Wisconsin, on the 16th of December, 1853, his parents 
being Andrew and Annie (Schmidt) . Meyer, both of whom were natives of 
Bavaria, Germany. The father, who was born in 1821, crossed the Atlantic to 

the United States in 1846 and came direct to Wisconsin, taking up government 
land in Germantown township, Washington county. After clearing the place he 
began its cultivation and there carried on general farming for a period of eleven 
years. In 1857 he removed to Lyndon township, Sheboygan county, purchased 
a tract of one hundred and sixty acres on section 6, cleared and improved the 
property and thereon spent his remaining days. His death, which occurred in 
1891, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret, for he had been a resident 
of this county for a third of a century and had gained the friendship and regard 
of all with whom he came in contact. He was twice married, his first wife bear- 
ing the maiden name of Annie Schmidt, by whom he had ten children, eight sons 
and two daughters, as follows: George, who is a resident of Wibaux, Montana; 
Martin, living in Plymouth township, Sheboygan county; John, who makes his 
home in Wibaux, Montana; Elizabeth, the wife of August Moeller, of St. Cloud, 

Wisconsin; Andrew, of this review; Mary, the wife of Emil Doegnitz, of Fond 
du Lac; Philip, who passed away in Manitowoc county, this state; Henry, who 
is a resident of Plymouth, Wisconsin; Herman, who makes his home near Tuttle, 
Oklahoma ; and Edward, of Greenbush township, Sheboygan county. The mother 
of these children was called to her final rest in 1863. For his second wife Mr.
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Meyer chose Mrs. Louisa Kirst, by whom he had three children, namely: Oscar, 

residing in Plymouth, Wisconsin ; Louisa, the wife of William Draycot, of Clin- 
ton, Illinois; and August, of Plymouth township, this county. ~* 

Andrew Meyer, Jr., acquired his education in the public schools and when a 
youth of seventeen began learning the tinner’s trade, at which he worked in Ply- 

- mouth for two years, while subsequently he spent a year and a half at work in 

Chilton, this state. On attaining his majority he went to Houghton, Michigan, 

and for a time was engaged as a sailor on the lakes, later working on a farm 

near Oxford, Michigan. About 1877 he returned to this state and bought his 

father’s farm on section 6, Lyndon township. In 1892 he sold that property 
and removed to Sheboygan, where he made his home until 1894, when he rented 
a farm in Lyndon township, being actively engaged in its operation for two 

years. On the expiration of that period he secured employment in the store of 
H. J. Goelzer at Plymouth. Next he purchased forty acres of land in Plymouth 
township but disposed of the place in 1898 and bought his present farm of eighty 
acres on section 12, Lyndon township. He raises the cereals best adapted to 
soil and climate and in his undertakings as an agriculturist has won a well 
merited and gratifying measure of prosperity. 

Mr. Meyer has been married twice. His first wife bore the maiden name of 
Mary Habighorst and became the mother of one child, Mary, who is now the 

wife of Albert Gerling, of Bloomington, Illinois. In 1883 he wedded Miss Flora 
Schaekel, a daughter of Christian Schaekel, of whom more extended mention 

is made on another page of this work. Unto Andrew and Flora (Schaekel) 
Meyer have been born four children, as follows: Norma, who is the wife of 

Emil Juers, of Lyndon township, by whom she has one child, Ronald; Flora, 
who is the wife of John Wierman, of Waldo, Wisconsin, and the mother of one 

child, Bernice; Myrtle, who lives at home and follows the profession of school 
teaching; and Lona, who is also still under the parental roof. Mr. Meyer is a 
devoted and consistent member of the Evangelical Lutheran church, to which 
his wife and children also belong. Commendable principles have governed his 
life and shaped his conduct in his relations with his fellowmen. Free from 

ostentation and display, he is, however, favorably known because of his genuine 
worth which classes him with the representative citizens of the community. 

JOHN HEISDORF. 

John Heisdorf, who owns and operates a dairy farm a mile and a half west 

of Shéboygan, where he has been residing for the past seven years, was born in 

Trier, Germany, on the 11th of November, 1858, and is a son of Valentine and 

Anna (Klein) Heisdorf. The parents, who were also natives of Germany, 
emigrated to the United States with their family in 1867, and on August 27, of 

that year, located on a farm in Manitowoc county, where they passed the re- 
mainder of their lives. The father’s death occurred in 1869 and that of the 
mother in 1879. Mr. and Mrs. Heisdorf had four children of whom the eldest, 
Peter, and the second in order of birth, Nicholas, have passed away. A daugh-
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ter, Catharine, married William Dhein, who is a farmer in Calumet county and 
there he also engages in the real-estate and insurance business. 

The education of John Heisdorf was begun in his native land, where he lived 
until he was a lad of nine years, and completed in the district schools of Mani- 
towoc county. After laying aside his text-books, he assisted his mother with 
the cultivation of the farm until he was twenty years of age, when he went to 
work for his brother-in-law, William Dhein, remaining in his service for four 
years. He then went into partnership with the latter in the manufacture of 
cheese, their plant being located on Mr. Dhein’s farm at Charleston, Calumet 
county, Wisconsin. They were associated together for three years, but at the 
end of that time Mr. Heisdorf withdrew from the business and went to Maple 
Grove, where he built a factory which he operated for a year. He subsequently 
disposed of this and removed to Herman, Sheboygan county, and started a 
factory on his father-in-law’s farm. Seven years later he erected a plant at 
Ada, and continued to operate them both for nine years. Owing to the state 
of his health he was subsequently compelled to dispose of his plants, following 
which he removed to the state of Washington and lived there for five months. 
He next bought a small farm two miles west of Kiel and erected a cheese 

factory near this farm. Three years later he disposed of this establishment and 
came to Sheboygan where he lived from October to March, 1905. He then 
bought his present place located west of the city and here he engages in dairy 
farming and is meeting with very good success. | 

On the 21st of April, 1885, Mr. Heisdorf was married to Miss Katherine 

Demgen, the event occurring while Mr. Heisdorf was located at Maple Grove. 
Mrs. Heisdorf is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Demgen, natives of 

Germany. The father passed away on September 16, 1908, and is buried in 
the Catholic cemetery at Sheboygan, but the mother is still living in Sheboygan. 

Two sons have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Heisdorf, as follows: Joseph, who was 

born on the 15th of March, 1886, and died on the 12th of July, 1897, and is buried 

in the Catholic cemetery of Herman; and Adolph P., whose birth occurred on the 

4th of March, 1894. He received his early education in the district and Catholic 

parochial schools, but later supplemented this by a course in the business college 

at Sheboygan. Mr. Heisdorf is a republican. He is a member of the Dairy- 
men’s Association, of which his son, Adolph P., is the secretary, and the family 

are all communicants of the Roman Catholic church. 

HERMAN H. MILLER. 

Herman H. Miller is the owner of a well cultivated farm in Plymouth town- 
ship, where he is successfully engaging in the breeding and raising of thorough- 
bred Holstein cattle and also in dairying. He is one of the efficient native sons 
of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred in Plymouth township’ on De- 
cember 6, 1864. His father, Henry Miller, was born in Germany on the 3d of 

December, 1824, and there he was married in 1852, at the age of twenty-eight 

years, to Miss Dora Selk. They passed the early years of their domestic life in 
their native land, where their two eldest sons were born, but coming to the con-
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clusion that America offered better opportunities, in 1857 they took passage for 
the United States. Sheboygan county was their destination and upon their 
arrival here they located in Plymouth township, where the father acquired a 
tract of government land. He diligently applied himself to clearing and im- 
proving his farm and for six years thereafter devoted himself exclusively to its 
cultivation. At the expiration of that time he disposed of his holding and in- 
vested the proceeds in a farm adjoining the town of Plymouth, upon which he 
resided until his death in 1894. The mother is still living at the venerable age 
of eighty years and now makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. Thiedeman. 
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Miller numbered eleven, but two of their children 
died in infancy. Those who lived to attain maturity were as follows: John M. 
and Fred C., both residents of this county; Henry, who passed away on the gth 
of March, 1912, in North Dakota, where he had lived for more than thirty 
years; Emma, the wife of A. J. Walters, of this county ; Ida, who married Wil- 
liam Thiedeman, also a resident of this county; Herman H., the subject of this 
review ; Charles, who lives in Sheboygan county; Lena, the wife of John Kru- 
ger, of Clear Lake, Wisconsin; and William P., also of this county. 

The boyhood and youth of ‘Herman H. Miller were passed in the vicinity 
where he now resides, his education being obtained in the common schools. 
After laying aside his text-books he followed the carpenter's trade for three 
years, but subsequently engaged in the general mercantile business in Plymouth, 
as a member of the firm of Harrington & Miller. Two years later he pur- 
chased eighty acres of land opposite his present farm and turned his attention 
to agricultural pursuits. He was thoroughly qualified to make a success of 
this undertaking as he had been trained in the practical methods of tilling the 
fields and caring for the crops by his father, who was a capable agriculturist. 
After cultivating this place for three years, Mr. Miller purchased the farm 
where he now resides from his father-in-law, and here since 1900 he has en- 
gaged in dairying and stock-raising. In his methods he is practical and ener- 
getic and as he has used intelligence and foresight in the development of his 
interests has met with a corresponding measure of success. 

In 1886, Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Hattie Roehr, a daugh- 
ter of Robert and Christina (Metzner) Roehr, natives of Germany who em- 
igrated to the United States prior to their marriage. The father was born in 
Saxony on the 27th of March, 1819, and there he was likewise reared and 
educated. He emigrated to the United States in 1851, coming direct to She- 
boygan county where he was married on April 29, of that year, to Miss Metzner. 
Eleven children were born of this marriage as follows: Carl B.; Theckla, the 
wife of A. Koellmer ; Gustave, who is a resident of Plymouth ; Ida, who married 
Adolph Horstman, of Illinois; Julius, of Louisville, Kentucky; Edmund, a res- 
ident of- Canada; Agnes, the wife of Carl Greise, of Chicago; Mrs. Miller; 
Lena, who married Henry Wick; Oscar, of this county; and Amanda, the wife 
of Frank Hardy, of Chicago. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller there have been born three 
children: Alvin W., who was born on June 21, 1888, now engaged in stock-rais- 
ing with his father; Ella, whose natal day was the 8th of May, 1891; and Laura, 
whose birth occurred on March 6, 1898. Alvin W. Miller, the son, owns four 
thoroughbred Holstein cattle, which are a present from his father and from 
which he intends to breed a herd to stock a farm of his own.
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The family attend the Lutheran church, of which the parents are members, 
and the political allegiance of Mr. Miller is given to the republican party. He 
is a man who has utilized to the best of his ability every opportunity that has 
presented itself and through close concentration and careful management has 
achieved a commendable measure of success. 

ALVAH R. MUNGER. 

Alvah R. Munger is one of the battle-travailed veterans of the Civil war. 
After many years of service in the employe of the government and succeeding 
years of toil as a farmer he is now able to enjoy a well deserved rest in his beau. 
tiful home at Waldo, this state, where he lives a retired life. He was born in Mar- 
seilles, La Salle county, Illinois, August 3, 1842, and is a son of Rufus and 
Amanda A. (Peck) Munger. Rufus Munger, Jr., the father, is of Scotch-Eng- 
lish descent. His immediate ancestors, however, many years ago established their 
home in one of the New England states. He was born in Genesee county, New 
York, in 1812, and upon attaining his majority he was engaged in educational 
work as a teacher in the public schools for a period of seven years, after which 
he devoted his attention to agricultural pursuits. He removed from his native 
state to Huron county, Ohio, and later to Marsailles, La Salle county, Illinois, 
from which place he removed to Wisconsin, where he filed upon eighty acres of 
government land in the township of Scott in Sheboygan county. After complet- 
ing the required number of years of residence upon this place he walked to Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, in order to obtain his patent from the government to his land, 
He continued to live upon the farm upon which he made his original location dur- 
ing the remaining years of his life. He has the distinction of being the first 
assessor in the township of Scott. Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Munger were united in 
wedlock in Huron county, Ohio, and to them five sons and three daughters were 
born, two of whom are still living; Alvah R., the subject of this review, and a 
sister. The parents of this family are both deceased, the mother having died in 
February, 1862, and the father, April 11, 1887. - 

Alvah R. Munger came with his parents to Wisconsin when a child of but 
four years of age. He was educated in the common schools. During the early 
years of his life he was engaged in teaching, a vocation which he pursued for a 
brief period only, during which he taught for three terms in the public schools. 
Before attaining his majority he heard the call of his government for help to save 
unsevered the nation’s flag and he enlisted in August, 1862, in the Twenty- 
seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. His command was destined to follow the 
fortunes of the western army and his regiment engaged in the siege of Vicksburg, 
the battle of Jenkins’ Ferry in Arkansas, and also did service on the borders of 
the gulf. During his army life he served as bugler of his regiment. He was 
mustered out of service on August 29, 1865, at Brownsville, Texas, where he re- 
ceived his honorable discharge, and with his regiment returned to Wisconsin. 
Immediately after completing his services as a soldier he returned to his father’s 
home and there took charge of the management of the place and looked after the 
welfare of his aged father. He continued to live upon the old homestead until
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the 29th of March, 1902, at which time he disposed of the Property and removed 
to Waldo, where he established his present residence. 

Mr. Munger was united in marriage on the 22d of September, 1867, to Miss 

Jeannette Floyd. Mrs. Munger is a native of New York, her birth having oc- 
curred in the city of Albany. She is a daughter of Ezra and Mary (Hindman) 
Floyd. Her father was a native of Massachusetts and was descended from one 
of the old New England families. The parents of Mrs. Munger removed from 

the east to Wisconsin and settled in the town of Scott on a farm adjoining the 

old homestead of Rufus Munger, the father of her husband, in the year 1847. 
Mrs. Munger’s brother, Joseph, was the first white child born in the township of 
Scott in this cdunty. Her father, Ezra Floyd, was twice married. Five children 
were born to the first Mrs. Floyd and to his second wife three children were born, 
Mrs. Munger being one of the latter number. 

Mr. Munger is a loyal member of the republican party and during his active 

business life he served as supervisor and in various other offices in the township 
of Scott. For twelve years he served continuously as justice of the peace. He 
for one term sat in the lower house of the state legislature, namely, 1889-90 and 
1890-91. He is a member of A. O. Heald Post, No. 192, G. A. R., and is now 
living in well earned rest in his home in Waldo, this county. He is also 

an Odd Fellow, but is not an active member now, although holding a card from 

the lodge, having joined in 1873. Mr. Munger is universally respected through- 
out the county and is one of the oldest among its pioneer citizens. He has always 

been deeply interested in all issues of a public nature effecting the advancement 
and well-being of the community in which he lives. 

FZRA C. BUTTERS. 

Ezra C. Butters is one of the successful and enterprising agriculturists of 
Lyndon township, Sheboygan county, where he is engaged in general farming. 
He was born September 24, 1865, in Lyndon township and is the son of Charles 
B. and Melissa (Mead) Butters. The father was born in New Hampshire on 
February 4, 1819, and died in Wisconsin March 27, 1907, and the mother was 
born March 13, 1834, and died September 24, 1902. A review of the Mead 
family appears in another portion of this work. The Butters family, of which 
the subject of this sketch is a descendant, was one of the old New Hampshire 

families who settled in that state in the Colonial period. Charles B. Butters 

removed from his native state to Wisconsin in the early ’sos and settled in 

Lyndon township, where he purchased a tract of timber land and there estab- 
lished his home and continued to live until the time of his death, which occurred 

in 1904. In his family were seven children: Ezra and Caspar, both of whom 
died in infancy; Esther, the widow of Frank Cleveland; Emily, who resides in 
Oregon; Ezra C., of this review; Ella, who became the wife of Rev. Walter 
Wells and is now deceased; and Ernest, whose home is near Marshfield, Wis- 
consin. 

Ezra C. Butters was reared in his parents’ home and received his education 
inthe public schools of Wisconsin. At the age of twenty-one he celebrated his 

Vol m—r
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marriage and immediately thereafter rented his father’s farm and engaged in 
general agricultural pursuits. In 1889 he purchased sixty acres of land located 

on section 33 in Lyndon township, where he established his home and for the 
succeeding eight years was engaged in the cultivation of his farm. In 1897 

he bought one hundred and fifty acres situated on section 27 and later, after 
remodeling the buildings, he moved to that property, where he has since been 
engaged in farming, making a specialty of dairying, using in his dairy high- 

grade Holstein cattle exclusively. He is also breeding and raising pure-blooded 
hogs for the general market. 

In 1886 Mr. Butters was united in marriage to Miss Ida M. Brooke, who 

was born in 1861 and is the daughter of John and Lucy (Johnston) Brooke. 
The father was a native of England and emigrated to America in 1830 and for 

some years after reaching the shores of the new world was engaged in steam- 
boating on the Mississippi river. He later bought land in Lyndon township, 
upon which he established his home and there continued to reside until the time 

of his death in 1902. In his family were seven children, of whom Mrs. Butters 
was the second in line of descent. Mr. and Mrs. Butters are the parents of 

four children: Albert, who married Vernie Ford; Alda, who is attending the 

State Normal School at Milwaukee; and Arlisle and Arno, both of whom re- 

side at home with their parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Butters are members of the Baptist church and active workers 
in its behalf. Mr. Butters is one of the highly respected men of Sheboygan 

county and public opinion places him among the successful and enterprising 
farmers of this portion of the state. 

JONATHAN LEIGHTON. 

The late Jonathan Leighton, who for many years was engaged in agricul- 
tural pursuits in Sheboygan township, was one of the first settlers of this 
county, having located here in 1843. He was a native of Maine, his birth hav- 

ing occurred in Athens, that state, on the 31st of May, 1815. His parents were 
Jonathan and Nancy (Fowler) Leighton, also natives of Maine, in which state 
the father passed away before the birth of our subject. The mother subse- 

quently married Avery Ricker, and they came west about 1849. She supported 
herself and her child for years by teaching. 

Jonathan Leighton was reared and educated in his native state and there he 

also learned the carpenter’s trade. In 1843, he came to Sheboygan, where he 

was employed in the construction of the first pier. Later he removed to She- 
boygan Falls, which at that time contained only six houses, while seven families 

represented its citizens. There Mr. Leighton erected the first sawmill, which 

he operated until 1854, when he bought a farm of one hundred and thirty acres, 

and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He also built a sawmill on 
his farm and operated it in connection with the cultivation of his fields until 

1861, when he went to Montana. The ensuing ten years he spent in prospect- 
ing in the gold fields of the west, but at the expiration of that time he returned 

to Sheboygan county and resumed the life of an agriculturist.
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On the 11th of March, 1837, Mr. Leighton was married to Miss Elizabeth 

Littlefield, who was born in Bangor, known as Skowhegan, Maine, on the 2d 

of October, 1822. Her parents were Aurin Z. and Betsey Littlefield, who were 

also among the pioneers of Sheboygan county. The father came west in 1843, 
and the mother and remainder of the family followed him a year later. Both 
parents passed the remainder of their lives here, the father passing away in 

1847, and the mother in April, 1869. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 

Leighton, six of whom are still living, as follows: Frances, the wife of Melvin 

Gifford, of Canby, Minnesota; George, who is married and living in Lake Pres- 

ton, South Dakota; Charles, a resident of Laguna Beach, California, who is 

| also married; Charlotte, the widow of the Rev. L. J. Dinsmore, of Chicago; 

Isabelle, who was formerly a school teacher, but is now living at home and 
keeping house for her mother and brother; and Arthur, who is operating the 

home farm. He was formerly engaged in the newspaper business at Chilton, 
Calumet county, and for four years was county superintendent of schools of that 
county. He takes an active interest in all political affairs, giving his support 
to the republican party. Mr. Leighton passed away on the 19th of October, 
1897, but he is still survived by his wife, who has nearly attained the venerable 
age of ninety years. 

WILLIAM H. LIMBERG. 

A successful agriculturist of Plymouth township is William H. Limberg, 
who there owns eighty acres of highly cultivated land devoted to diversified 
farming and stock-raising. The greater part of his life has been passed in the 
immediate vicinity of his present home and he was born in Fond du Lac county, 
this state, his natal day being June 20, 1862. His father, Conrad Limberg, was 
born in Saxony, Germany, on the 21st of August, 1822, but in his early man- 
hood he emigrated to the United States, settling in Fond du Lac county, Wiscon- 
sin. There he met and subsequently married Wilhelmina Fhlug, who was also a 
native of Saxony, her birth having occurred on March 9, 1832. She came to 
America in her early girlhood with her parents, who located on a farm in Fond 
du Lac county, where she married Mr. Limberg. They began their domestic 

life in that county but later bought a farm in the vicinity of Greenbush, and 
there passed the remainder of their lives. The father passed away in January, 

1894, but the mother survived him until December 3, 1906. Ten children were 

born to them, all of whom are living; our subject being the eldest. In order 
of birth the others are as follows: Philip, who resides in Greenbush; Katie and 

Mary, twins, the former the wife of O. J. Bardon and the latter Mrs. H. Brock- 

mann; John, who is living in Greenbush; Julia, the wife of P. M. Wolf, of 
Plymouth; Otto, who lives in Oshkosh, this state; Gusta, the wife of P. Schmidt, 

of this county; and Anna and Henry, twins, the former the wife of L. Peter- 

son, of Iowa; and the latter a resident of Plymouth. 

William H. Limberg, who was still in his infancy when his parents came to 
Sheboygan county, was reared to manhood on the home farm at Greenbush and 
educated in the district schools of that vicinity. He early began assisting his
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father with the work of the fields and care of the stock and after laying aside 
his schoolbooks he gave his entire attention to the operation of the home farm 
for a time, but later worked out by the month. As he was the eldest of a large 
family many duties devolved upon him and his earnings were largely used to 
assist in maintaining his younger brothers and sisters until they were old enough 
to become self-supporting. After relieved of this responsibility he saved his 
money until he had accumulated sufficient to buy his present place when he en- 
gaged in farming on his own account. Mr. Limberg labored tirelessly for many 
years bringing his land unto a high state of productivity and now reaps abundant 
harvests that amply repay him for his toil. During the period of his ownership 
he has wrought many and extensive improvements on his farm, including the 
erection of substantial barns and outbuildings and an attractive and comfortable 
residence, equipped with all modern appointments. He takes great pride in his 
place, which stands as a monument to years of industry and perseverance, prov- 
ing that enterprise and persistence are greater factors in a successful career 
than favorable circumstances. In connection with agricultural pursuits Mr. 
Limberg also engages in dairying and receives very satisfactory results from 
this undertaking. Mr. Limberg also builds and places on the market a patented 
silo and in all has erected over six hundred, putting up as many as two hundred 
and seventy-two during the last year and receiving gratifying financial results from 
the business. He has acquired a comfortable competence and beside his various 
interests owns a residence and lot in town which he rents. 

On the 14th of March, 1894, Mr. Limberg was married to Lizzie Ossterhous, 
the eldest of the seven children of John and Jane Ossterhous. The others are 
as follows: Hannah, who married C. F. Bemis; Henry, who lives in Colorado; 
Alfred, principal of the high school at Grafton; Jennie, the wife of A. S. Par- 
rish; Jacob, who lives in this county; and Ora, who is attending the university 
at Appleton. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Limberg: Leland 
John, whose birth occurred on the 4th of May, 1896; Wayne Conrad, who was 
born on the 9th of February, 1898; Beth Marion, born on February 28, 1901; 
and Florence Jane, whose natal day was the 16th of January, 1909. 

; Mr. Limberg is a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union, and in politics 
he is a republican. He is a man of many commendable qualities and is ac- 
corded the esteem and good will of his friends and neighbors in Plymouth town- 
ship, where his long period of residence has given him ample opportunity to 
manifest his worth. 

EMIL JANKE. 

Mr. Janke is one of the successful and highly respected farmers of Sherman 
township, Sheboygan county. He was born May 4, 1857, and is the son of 
Michael and Christina (Rode) Janke, both natives of Germany. The father 
was born in Posen, Prussia, February 2, 1810, and the mother’s birth occurred 
in 1818. Michael Janke emigrated to America in 1850, at the age of forty years, 
and settled in Washington county, where he was engaged in farming until 1869. 
He then purchased a farm of eighty acres in Sheboygan county, upon which he
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continued to live until the time of his death, which occurred December 24, 1896. 
He was united in marriage to Miss Christina Rode and they became the parents 
of eleven children, six of whom were born in Germany and five in America. 
The five surviving members of their family are: Louie, a resident of Waukesha, 
Wisconsin; Mrs. Caroline Sieder, of Sherman township; Emily, the wife of 

Gottlieb Knohr, of Sherman township; Minnie; and Emil, of this review. The 
. mother of these children passed away on the 17th of May, 1890. 

Emil Janke was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public schools. 
He remained under the parental roof until he was twenty-two years of age and 
during that time was engaged in work on his father’s farm. He later started 
in life for himself and worked at the carpenter’s trade for some time and for 
seven winters was engaged as a lumberman in the pine woods of Wisconsin. In 
1887 he purchased his father’s farm of eighty acres in Sherman township, upon 
which he has since continued to live. His is one of the most highly improved 
farms in this section of Sheboygan county. The buildings and improvements 
upon his place are of modern construction, the barns and stables are commodious 
and all well suited to the purposes of a dairy, of which his is one of the most 
complete of its kind in Sheboygan county. At present his dairy stock consists of 
fifteen high grade cows. In addition to his dairy business and his general farm- 
ing he also breeds and deals in blooded draft horses. 

Mr. Janke was united in marriage in 1887 to Miss Emily Stolper, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Stolper, of whom a more extended review appears 
in another part of this work. To Mr. and Mrs. Janke three children have been 
born: Ethelda, born in 1889, who is now the wife of Charles Strack, of Scott 
township, Sheboygan county; Anna, who died in infancy; and Melitta, who was 
born in 1898 and resides at home. 

Mr. Janke’s political allegiance is given to the republican party, and he is a 
member of Batavia Lutheran church. Energetic in his work, conscientious in all 
matters of business, Mr. Janke is a progressive and valued resident of the county 
in which he has chosen to make his home. 

C. M. SAPH. 

Mr. Saph is the owner and popular proprietor of the Lake View Park Hotel 
of Sheboygan. He was born in St. Clair county, Michigan, July 25, 1853, and is 
the son of Valentine Arnold and Mary Louisa (Drewland) Saph. The father 
was born in Salisbury, England, and emigrated from that country to the United 
States at the age of twelve years. On reaching the American shores he con- 
tinued his journey westward and settled at St. Joseph, Michigan, at a time when 
that town was but a settlement surrounded by the unbroken wilderness. He was 
educated in the public schools of St. Clair county, after which he engaged in the 
study of law, and after completing the necessary preparation he was admitted to 
the bar and continued to practice his profession during the remainder of his life. 
He was united in marriage to Miss Mary Louisa Drewland in‘18s50 and to them 
ten children were born, the five of whom survive being as follows: C. M., of this 
review; Caius, who is married and resides in Marine City, Michigan, being a
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prominent man of that place; Stella, who is the widow of James Ticknor and re- 
sides in Marine City, Michigan; J. P., who is married and resides in Loraine, 
Ohio; and Mary L., who married George P. Willis and resides in Loraine, Ohio, 
The parents of these children are both deceased, their deaths having occurred 
many years ago. 

C. M. Saph began life for himself at the early age of fifteen. In June, 1868, 
he shipped as a sailor and continued to follow that occupation during all the 
early years of his life. He proved to be a competent and trustworthy seaman and 
steadily won promotion until he at length became captain and master of his ship. 
He sailed on the Great Lakes as captain for a period of twenty-four years, retir- 
ing in 1906. He then engaged in the hotel business at Waukegan, Illinois, where 
he remained for two years and then disposed of his interests and removed to 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, where he operated the Cook Hotel for a period of two 
years. He then removed to Sheboygan and purchased the Lake View Park Hotel, 
which is situated south of the city limits, on the bank of Lake Michigan, and is 
a commodious and well appointed two story building containing thirty-five guest 
rooms. Mr. Saph is a member of the Elks Lodge of Sheboygan. He is well 
known and popular throughout Sheboygan county and is recognized as one of the 
practical and successful hotel men of his state. 

GEORGE B. OGLE. 

George B. Ogle since 1899 has been engaged in the, general merchandising 
business in Waldo, Sheboygan county, this state. He was born in Sheboygan 
county, February 19, 1860, a son of Samuel J. and Esther (Kennedy) Ogle, the 
father a native of Maryland. George B. Ogle was reared in his parents’ home 
and educated in the public schools of Sheboygan. Immediately after leaving 
school he became an apprenticed blacksmith, continuing to work at that trade 

until he had acquired a complete knowledge of it, after which he engaged in the 
general blacksmithing business and continued so to be employed for a period of 
eighteen years, nearly all of that time being spent in this county. In 1884 he 
removed to Sheboygan Falls and soon after received the appointment from Pres- 
ident Cleveland as postmaster of that city. He entered at once upon the duties 
of his office and continued in the discharge of the same for four and a half 
years. In 1899 he purchased his present merchandising business in Waldo and 
immediately removed to that place to look after the interests of his establishment, 
where he has since remained. 

In August, 1890, Mr. Ogle was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth M. 
Mandle, a daughter of Thomas Mandle, who emigrated to the United States from 
England and settled in the county of Sheboygan at an early day, where he was 
engaged in general farming. To Mr. and Mrs. Ogle six children have been 
born: William T., born in 1892, now associated with his father in the store; 
Samuel E., whose birth occurred in 1894 and who is also employed in his father’s 
store; Esther, born in 1899; George F., whose natal year was 1902; Cecilia H., 
born in 1905; and Elizabeth K., in 1910.
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Mr. Ogle has always been an enthusiastic and loyal member of the democratic 
party, taking a very prominent part in the political interests of this state where 

he has for a number of years been regarded as a political leader. He is a member 
of the National Fraternal League and also belongs to Sheboygan Lodge of the 
Knights of Columbus. He is likewise a devoted communicant of the St. Rose 

Catholic church of Lima township. George B. Ogle is one of the best known men 

in the county of Sheboygan. He is a man of strictest integrity in all his busi- 
ness transactions and is understood to be a public-spirited, influential citizen, 

ready to give his aid and cooperation toward the success of public enterprises and 
movements for social betterment. 

WILLIAM KURTH. 

William Kurth is one of the very successful and highly respected farmers of 
Lyndon township, Sheboygan county, where he is successfully engaged in the 
cultivation of his valuable farm of one hundred and twenty acres. He was born 
in Pommern, Germany, in 1858, and is a son of Frederick and Caroline (Klahn) 
Kurth, both of whom were natives of that country. The father, who was a 
shepherd, passed his entire life in his native land and died in 1874, the mother’s 

death occurring in 1892. They became the parents of eight children, seven sons 
and one daughter. 

William Kurth was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the schools 

of his native land. As a young man he was engaged in work in the shipyards 
in Germany until 1881, at which time he emigrated to the United States. On 
reaching the shores of the new world he settled first in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

and there was engaged as an employe in a tannery, and continued to devote his 

time to that occupation for a period of six years. In 1885 two of his brothers, 
August and Herman Kurth, emigrated to the United States, the former settling 
in Milwaukee and the latter in Adams county, this state. In 1882 Mr. Kurth, 

of this review, was married and immediately thereafter rented his father-in-law’s 
farm of one hundred and seventy-four acres, located in Washington county, and 
there continued to be engaged in general farming for seven consecutive years. 
In 1895 he purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty acres, situated in Lyndon 
township, Sheboygan county, upon which he established his home and has since 
continued to devote his time and attention to its cultivation. In addition to 
a general farming business, he is making a specialty of breeding and raising pure- 
blooded draft horses for the market. He is also specializing in dairy farming, 
using at present in his business twenty head of well selected dairy cows. 

Mr. Kurth was united in marriage in 1882 to Miss Elizabeth Klahn, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. John Klahn. The father was a native of Germany and 
emigrated at an early date to Wisconsin, settling in Milwaukee, where he con- 
tinued to live until the time of his death. To Mr. and Mrs. Klahn two children 
were born: Elizabeth, now Mrs. Kurth; and a sister, now deceased. The mother 
was twice married, her second union being with John Balthazard, who is engaged 
in general farming in Washington county. To Mr. and Mrs, Kurth eleven chil- 
dren have been born: Hattie, who was born September 28, 1883, and resides in
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Milwaukee; William, born April 1, 1887, who is operating a farm in Washing- 
ton county; Paul, who was born April 14, 1889, and resides at home; Alma, who 
was born December 23, 1890, and resides in Milwaukee; Ella, born November 
29, 1892; Oscar, born March 22, 1896; Martha, deceased; Louisa and Selma, 
twins, born October 4, 1900; Irwin, born May 26, 1903; and Emma, who died in 
infancy. 

Mr. Kurth is affiliated with the republican party, and is one of the active 
and influential members of the Lutheran church. He is one of the successful 
and highly esteemed citizens of Sheboygan county and is a man who can always 
be relied upon to contribute his share to every public measure seeking advance- 
ment and improvement. 

HERMAN HEINECKE. 

On the list of Sheboygan county’s honored dead appears the name of Herman 
Heinecke, who was not only a reliable and trustworthy business man but also a 
recognized leader in republican circles, appreciation of his good qualities on the 
part of his fellow townsmen and of his progressive citizenship leading to his 
election to the state legislature. The worth of his service in public connections 
was widely acknowledged and made him one of the valued residents of his city. 
He was born November 14, 1859, in Sheboygan. His father, Gustave Heinecke, 
a native of Germany, settled in this city on coming to the new world and here fol- 
lowed the tanner’s trade, being the pioneer in that branch of business in this city. 
He died November 19, 1905, at the age of seventy-five years, his birth having oc- 
curred on the 7th of July, 1830. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Wil- 
helmina Weisse, was, like her husband, a native of Saxony, Germany, born 
November 16, 1836. She was a daughter of Frederick and Theresa Weisse, who 
on crossing the ocean established their home at Lake Superior. Later they 
became residents of Milwaukee and thence came to Sheboygan. The Weisse 
family were in charge of the first toll-gate on what is now called Calumet road. 

Herman Heinecke, reared in Sheboygan, acquired his education in the schools 
here and afterward clerked in a store managed by his father for one year, and 
later learned the painter’s trade in Sheboygan Falls, to which place he walked 
from his home once each week. In 1881 he left Wisconsin for Iowa, where he 
followed the carriage painter’s trade for three years. Subsequently he located 
at Hancock, Michigan, where he spent two years, and in 1884 he came again to 
this city, where he was engaged in the butchering business to the time of his 
death. He made a creditable record as an industrious, energetic and persevering 
business man and his honorable dealing was a feature in his success. 

On the 23d of January, 1884, Mr, Heinecke was married to Miss Augusta 
Kaufmann, who was born September 24, 1858, in Sheboygan, a daughter of Fred- 
erick Kaufmann, who came to America in 1857. He at once made his way into 
the interior of the country, settling at Sheboygan, where he followed farming 
and also assisted in the building of the Northwestern Railway. In 1864, however, 

: he withdrew from other business connections to become proprietor of a meat 
market, opening one of the first stores of that kind in this city. He continued 

’
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in that business for a long period and when he retired therefrom he resumed 

farming, which he continued to the time of his death, on the 17th of November, 
1894. In religious faith he was a Lutheran and he lived an upright, honorable 
life, in harmony with his professions. His wife, who bore the maiden name of 
Augusta Bollmann, died August 18, 1884. She was a daughter of Christian and 

Fredericka (Schultze) Bollmann, who were edrly pioneers of this district. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Kaufmann were born the following named: Johanna, now the wife 

of R. Firtzlaff, who is living retired at Sheboygan; Mrs. Heinecke; Sophia, who 

is the wife of Christian Hoppert, a retired shoemaker living in Sheboygan; Min- 
nie, the wife of G. Moehlman, who was formerly a teacher but is now living re- 
tired; William, who is proprietor of a meat market; and Otto, who is assistant 

cashier of the German Bank. There were also two sons who have passed away: 
Ernest, who was the twin brother of William and was drowned July 3, 1881; 

and Frederick, a twin brother of Mrs. Hoppert, who was scalded by hot water 
May 11, 1867, his injuries causing his demise. 

Unto Mr, and Mrs. Heinecke have been born six children: Ernst, who is 
proprietor of a meat market and married Lydia Guehldorf, by whom he has three 
children, Edna, Herman and Gertrude; Otto, a partner in the meat market, who 
married Emma Littman, and has one child, Hildegard; Gustave, who died when 
three years of age; and Walter, Frederick and Carl, all of whom are in school. 
Mrs. Heinecke holds membership in the Frauen Verein of the German Lutheran 
church, to which she belongs. Mr. Heinecke was a prominent figure in political 
circles, giving stanch support to the republican party. He was elected alderman 
from his ward and in 1903 was chosen to represent his district in the state legis- 
lature. He was one of the most prominent citizens of Sheboygan county, well 
fitted for leadership, and thus he took active part in political affairs as well as in 
business life. To know him was to esteem and honor him, for he was ever dil- 
igent, determined, reliable and progressive. He died on September 11, 1906. 

HENRY OPGENORTH. 

Mr. Opgenorth is one of the enterprising and successful business men of 
Sheboygan, where he is engaged in business as a blacksmith, owning his own shop, 
in which he not only conducts a general blacksmithing business but also a wagon 
and repair shop. He was born in Plymouth, Sheboygan county, June 12, 1878, 
and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerhardt Opgenorth, both of whom were natives 
of Germany and who at a very early date emigrated to America and established 
their home on one of the desirable farms in Sheboygan county, where they still 
reside, the father being engaged in agricultural pursuits, near Sheboygan in She- 
boygan township. 

Henry Opgenorth received his elementary education in the district schools of 
Sheboygan county and later attended a parochial school. He then pursued a 
Course of study in the International Correspondence Schools of Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, after which he learned the trade of engineering and in that occupation 
he was employed for a period of eight years. He then worked in a machine shop 
for one year and after that bought an interest in a blacksmith shop, later establish-
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ing a shop of his own on Union avenue. He has since continued to devote his 
time and attention to general blacksmithing and wagon repairing. He has been 
very successful in his business and his shop is one of the best known and most 
creditable institutions of its kind in Sheboygan. 

In November, 1896, Mr. Opgenorth was united in marriage to Miss Henrietta 
Carlson and after two years of ‘married life Mrs. Opgenorth passed out of 
this life. On November 27, 1909, Mr. Opgenorth wedded Miss Helen Krepsky, 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Krepsky. The father is a native of Sheboy- 
gan county and the mother was born in Germany and they reside in Sheboygan 
township, where the father is engaged in agricultural pursuits. To Mr. and Mrs, 
Opgenorth has been born a daughter, Dorothy. 

Mr. Opgenorth is a member of the Lutheran Aid Society and also a member 
of St. Andrew’s Sick Society, and is the treasurer of St. Andrew’s Band. He 
is a loyal and enthusiastic member of the republican party. He has been elected 
town treasurer on a non-partisan ticket. He is a highly respected and useful 

citizen of his county and one of the successful and reliable business men of the 
city in which he resides. 

ERVIN UNDERHILL. 

Ervin Underhill, a well known and successful agriculturist of Lyndon town- 

ship, is the owner of one hundred and sitxy acres of rich and productive land. 
His birth occurred in Jefferson county, New York, on the 26th of March, 1840, 
his parents being Nathan and Persis (Graves) Underhill, both of whom were 
natives of Vermont, the former born in 1803 and the latter in 1804. The male 

representatives of the Underhill family, for many generations, have given their 
time and energies to general agricultural pursuits. It was in Jefferson county, 
New York, that Nathan Underhill wedded Miss Persis Graves, a representative 

of an old eastern family. In 1852 he came to Wisconsin and purchased the farm 
of one hundred and sixty acres which is now in possession of his son Ervin, 

residing thereon until called to his final rest in 1892. During the period of his 
residence in this county, covering four decades, he had gained an extensive circle 

of warm friends by reason of his upright and honorable life. His wife passed 
away in the year 1888. They were the parents of seven children, three of whom 
still survive and two of whom reside in Iowa. 

Ervin Underhill obtained his education in the schools of New York and Wis- 
consin, coming to the latter state when ten years of age. After putting aside his 
text-books he worked on the home farm with his father and after the latter's 
death took charge of the property, which he has continued to operate to the 

present time. In his undertakings as an agriculturist he has won a gratifying 
measure of success, the well tilled fields annually yielding golden harvests as a 
reward for the care and labor which he bestows upon them. : 

Mr. Underhill also has a creditable military record. On the 9th of August, 
1862, he enlisted for service with the Union army in the Tenth New York 
Artillery, remaining with that command until honorably discharged at Peters- 
burg, Virginia, on the 12th of July, 1865. Two of his brothers had enlisted in a
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Wisconsin regiment and therefore he encountered strong parental objection when 

he announced his intention of likewise joining the army. Going to New York 
on a pretended visit, he there joined the boys in blue and went to the front. 

With the Army of the Potomac he participated in the Wilderness campaign and 

took part in the engagements at Cold Harbor, Petersburg and Weldon Railroad, 

ever proving a brave and loyal soldier. He had four brothers who defended the 

Union in her hour of peril, these being as follows: Arnold, who was a member 

of the Eighth Wisconsin Infantry and who was killed in service, thus laying 
down his life on the altar of his country; Nathan, who also belonged to the 

Eighth Wisconsin Infantry; Monroe, who enlisted in the One Hundred and 
Twenty-seventh Illinois Infantry; and David, who served with the First Mich- 
igan Sharpshooters. 

In 1866 Mr. Underhill was united in marriage to Miss Maria’ C. Walker, 

who was born in Florida in the year 1841, her father being Jonathan Walker, a 

native of Vermont and a seafaring man. Unto our subject and his wife was 

born one child, Florence J., whose natal day was August 26, 1872, and who gave 
her hand in marriage to P. A. Wightman, who lives on a farm adjoining that of 
Mr. Underhill. Mr. and Mrs. Wightman have three children, namely: Warren 

Underhill Wightman, who was born on the 14th of May, 1901; Donald Franklin, 
whose birth occurred on the 20th of March, 1903; and Leonard Ervin, whose 

natal day was December 12, 1907. 
Ervin Underhill has resided within the borders of this county for more than 

six decades and is well known and highly esteemed here. He has passed the 
psalmist’s allotted span of three score years and ten and enjoys the respect and 
veneration which should always be accorded one who has traveled thus far on 
life’s journey and whose career has ever been above reproach. 

ADAM WINTER. 

Adam Winter is one of the well known and successful farmers of Sheboygan 
county. He was born in Meeme township, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, July 
24, 1867, and is the son of Charles and Marguerite (Hemp) Winter, both of 
whom were natives of Germany. The father emigrated to America in 1848 and 
settled on a farm in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, near Two Rivers. He later 
returned to Germany and after spending some time in his native land he re- 

turned to this country and established his home on the farm where he had first 
settled in Manitowoc county. In 1865 he was united in marriage to Miss Mar- 
guerite Hemp, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Hemp. Her parents were 
both natives of Germany and emigrated to the United States, settling in Mani- 
towoc county. In 1876 Mr. Winter sold his farm in Manitowoc county and, 
moved to Rhine township, where he continued to live until the time of his death, 
which occurred June 6, 1911. His wife now resides with her daughter Augusta. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Winter six children were born: William, who is married and is 

engaged in farming on the old homestead in Rhine township; Adam, of this re- 
view; Minnie, who is the wife of Thomas Leahey and resides in Sheboygan; 
Augusta, the widow of Philip Eimermann, who passed away at Rhine, February
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17, 1910; Charles, who is married and is employed in a lumber yard at Kiel, 
Wisconsin; and Lydia, who is the wife of August Roehr, of Plymouth. 

Adam Winter was reared in his parents’ home and received his early education 
in the public schools of Manitowoc county. He remained under the parental roof, 
engaged in work on his father’s farm until he was seventeen years of age, at 
which time he learned the stonemason’s trade, and for eighteen years was engaged 
in the contracting and building business in the vicinity of Elkhart Lake, Wiscon- 
sin. He later purchased a farm of forty acres located in the township of Ply- 
mouth, upon which he maintained his residence for one year and then exchanged 
that place for a farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres located two miles north 
of Sheboygan Falls, where he is now successfully engaged in raising high-grade 
dairy stock for his own use and also for the market. 

Mr. Winter was united in marriage on April 30, 1893, to Miss Catharine 
Damrow, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey Damrow, both of whom were na- 
tives of Germany, and to them ten children were born: Esther, who is a graduate 
of the Elkhart high school; Nelda, who was graduated from the Plymouth high 
school; Erving, who died at the age of three years, and Herbert, Viola, Elenora, 
Malitta, Adelia, Catharine and Elmer, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Winter is affiliated with the democratic party and while residing at Elk- 
hart Lake served as city marshal for several years. He is one of the enterprising 
and highly respected citizens of Sheboygan county and can always be relied upon 
to give his help to the promotion of any measure intended to improve the condi- 

"tion of the people in his county and state. 

SELMER FORD. 

Selmer Ford, a native son and representative agriculturist of Sheboygan 
county, is the owner of a fine farm of eighty acres in Lyndon township. His 
birth occurred in that township on the 25th of September, 1853, his parents 
being Benjamin and Emily (Benson) Ford, both of whom were natives of Ohio, 
the former born on the roth of January, 1827, and the latter on the 19th of No- 

i vember, 1830. Elisha Ford, the paternal grandfather of our subject, made the 
journey from Vermont to Ohio to take up his abode among the pioneer farmers of 
the Buckeye state, where he spent the remainder of his life. It was in the ’40s 
that Benjamin Ford, the father of Selmer Ford, came to Wisconsin, settling in 
Lyndon township, this county, with three of his brothers—Elisha, Caleb and 
William. They first resided at Winooski and later purchased land, Benjamin 
Ford devoting his attention to farming pursuits here until called to his final rest 
on the roth of March, 1881. On the 6th of April, 1846, he had wedded Miss 
Emily Benson, by whom he had the following children: Adelaide and William, 
both of whom are deceased; Frank, who is a resident of Sheboygan county ; Sel- 
mer, of this review; Carolina, living in Brown county, Wisconsin; and Orin, who 
has passed away. The mother of these children passed away in the ‘60s when 
thirty-three years of age. For his second wife Benjamin Ford chose Miss Eliza 
Johnson, by whom he had two children: Edna Maude, who is now the wife of
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Dr. Bemis, of this county, and Ada Belle, who is the wife of Elwin Royce and 
resides near Marshfield, Wisconsin. 

Selmer Ford obtained his education in the schools of his native township 
and after completing his studies worked on the home farm until thirty years of 
age. In 1882 he came into possesison of a tract of eighty acres, which was his 
share of the family estate and in the further cultivation and improvement of 

which he has been busily engaged to the present time. He devotes considerable 
attention to dairying and keeps about twenty head of cattle. 

On the 8th of October, 1882, Mr. Ford was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary 
Palmer, a daughter of H. J. G. Palmer, who was born in Canada and removed 

from that country to Waukesha county, this state. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ford 

were born five children, as follows: Louisa, who was born September 11, 1885, 
and passed away the following year; Charles, whose birth occurred on the 21st of 
September, 1887, and who wedded Miss Bidella Lindsay, by whom he has one 
child, Mary Iris; Hazel, who was born the 11th of April, 1890, and is still at home; 
Louis, who was born November 29, 1894, and is also yet under the parental roof; 
and one who died in infancy. Mrs. Mary (Palmer) Ford, the mother of these 
children, was called to her final rest on the 15th of February, 1905. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Ford has supported 
the men and measures of the republican party, believing firmly in its principles. 
He has remained within the borders of this county from his birth to the present 
time and enjoys an enviable reputation as a respected, enterprising citizen and 
substantial agriculturist. 

HENRY PANNIER. 

The spirit of America typified in the qualities of energy, untiring activity, and 
sturdy determination to conquer an honorable destiny, is the basis of the history 
of settlement and clearing of the northwestern United States. The pioneers of 
that country were indomitable men, untiring in labor, unflagging in determination, 
full of the will to fight and the strength to conquer. These qualities of mind 
and character, the first generation of settlers transmitted to their sons, and they 
survive today in the characters and hearts of their descendants. The record of the 
settlement of Sheboygan and the townships immediately surrounding it is full of 
stories of hardy pioneer life. Mr. Henry Pannier, who was born October 7, 1850, 
in Mequon township, Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, is of the second generation. 
His father was John Gotthelf Pannier, who was born in Saxony, in 1804, and 
was one of the pioneer settlers of his county. He was a stone mason by trade 
and followed it as an occupation up to the time he left Germany for America 
on the 1st of May, 1847. On the first of August of that same year, he arrived 
in Mequon township, Ozaukee county, where he bought forty acres of timber 
land, which he proceeded to clear for the purpose of farming. He built a little 
log house and barn, and remained in the district, farming, clearing the land and 
cultivating the soil for twenty years. In 1867 he sold out, and moved to Sherman 
township, where he bought eighty acres of land on section 33 and on this tract he 
Temained for the remainder of his days. It was but partly cleared when he
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gained possession of it, and the work of getting it entirely ready for cultivation, 
involved much time and energy. But John Pannier believed in the efficacy of 
hard work, and he soon had his land prepared for farming—the second large 

tract in that section of the country to be cleared and in good condition for cul- 
tivation. He was the father of four children: Amelia, who is now the wife 

Justus Lauterbach, of Cedarburg, Wisconsin; Paulina, who married John Geidel, 
of South Dakota, and now resides in that state; Ernst, now in business in Chip- 

pewa Falls, Wisconsin; and Henry, the subject of this sketch. 

Henry Pannier received such education as the public schools of the district af- 

forded, and grew up on his father’s farm amid scenes and struggles of pioneer 
life. His childhood was not an easy one, and many tasks incident to the clearing 
and cultivation of the land fell to the lot of the boy. When he attained his ma- 
jority he was an expert farmer, and had a thorough mastery of the operations 
of clearing timberland and preparing it for cultivation. In 1872, after the family 

had removed to Sherman township, Henry Pannier purchased from his father his 

eighty acres of land on section 33, which he immediately cleared. When this 

task was completed he began the erection of a number of fine buildings upon his 

holdings, and when they were finished he had one of the finest and most efficiently 

equipped farms in this section of the country. He continually added to his acres 

by purchase and at one time held the title to two hundred and thirty-five acres 
of cleared and cultivated land. He was intensely interested in dairying, and this 
phase of agricultural life formed an important factor in his activities. He retired 
from active life in 1909, built himself a pleasant and comfortable home on one 
corner of his farm, where he intends to spend the remainder of his days. He has 
sold at various times parts of his land to his sons, and his holdings at the present 
time, although very large, are not quite so extensive as they were at one period 

of his career. 

In 1873 Henry Pannier married Miss Mary Mueller, who was born in Altmark, 
Prussia, June 11, 1851, a daughter of Henry and Mary (Standou) Mueller, prom- 
inent residents of that city. Henry Mueller came to America in 1853, locating 
first in Buffalo, New York, but removing two years later to Ozaukee county, near 
Cedarburg. His residence in Sherman township, Sheboygan county, dated from 
1857, and here he made his home until 1906, in which year his death occurred. 
He was the father of four children: Augusta, the wife of August Wirsig, of 
Colby, Marathon county, Wisconsin; Mary, the wife of Henry Pannier, the 
subject of this sketch; Louisa, who married Frederick Ferk, of Plymouth, Wis- 

consin, where she now resides; and Otto, now in business in Milwaukee, Wis- 

consin. 

Henry Pannier, although a quiet, unassuming gentleman, disinclined to put 

himself forward in any capacity, has yet attained a degree of prominence in his 
native county, inseparable from his worthy qualities of mind and heart. He has 

nine children, all of whom have followed their parents in devout allegiance to 

the Evangelical Lutheran church: Louisa, who is living at tome; Emma, who 
married Ernst Plautz, of Sherman township, and is the mother of three children; 

Augusta, the wife of John Wilk, residing at Random Lake, Wisconsin, and the 

mother of three children; Annie, the deceased wife of Herman Glaes, of Sher- 

man township, and the mother of one child; Henry F., who resides in Sherman 

township and is married to Amelia Mueller by whom he has two children; Wil-
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liam, also of Sherman township, who married Clara Eberhardt and is the father 
of two children; Otto, living on the old homestead with his wife, who was Eliza- 
beth Mueller, and his two children; Amelia, the wife of John Zuengler, of Adell, 
Wisconsin, who has one child, and Clara, who married Herman Boehner and is 
now living in San Luis Obispo county, California. 

Henry Pannier served for two terms as township treasurer, but has rather 
shunned public life than otherwise, preferring to spend his time peacefully and 
quietly on his home farm, surrounded by his children. The record of his career 

,is the story of a life of energy and determination, of active and capable doing of 
that which his hand found to do, leavened by a kindly belief in the brotherhood 
of men and the overpowering providence of God. 

EMIL CLARENBACH. 

For twenty-two years Emil Clarenbach has been engaged in the real-estate, 
fire insurance and loan business in Sheboygan, becoming his father’s successor, so 
that for a third of a century the family name has figured prominently in this 
connection, ever standing as a synonym for business integrity and enterprise. Mr. ‘ 
Clarenbach was born August 9, 1856, in that city which is still his home, his 
parents being Ernst and Lina (Koehler) Clarenbach. The father came from the 
Rhine Province, the mother from Bielefeld, Germany. On arriving in the new 
world they settled in Sheboygan where they were married, both the father and 
mother being about twenty years of age at the time they crossed the Atlantic. 
For a brief period Ernst Clarenbach was engaged in merchandising in Sheboy- 
gan, after which he joined his brother Emil in the commission business at Le 
Claire, Iowa, where he remained for about four years. He then returned to She- 
boygan where he entered the employ of John Bertschy, who conducted a large 
grain and elevator business covering several counties. Later Mr. Clarenbach was 
elected registrar of deeds of Sheboygan county on the democratic ticket, in 
which position he continued for eight years, and then established the farm loan 
and real-estate business which he conducted for ten years prior to his death in 
1890. His wife survived him for about fifteen years, passing away in 1905. They 
had long been recognized as worthy and valued citizens of Sheboygan, Mr. Clar- 
enbach making for himself a very creditable position in business circles. 

In the public schools of this*city Emil Clarenbach pursued his education and 
on starting out in the business world secured a position in the German Bank, 
where he remained for six years, serving in various capacities. He next became 
connected with the Phoenix Chair Company with which he remained as secretary 
for twelve years, and also had supervision over the financial interests of the 
business. At the time of his father’s death he succeeded him in the real-estate 
fire insurance and loan business and during the twenty-two years which have 
since come and gone has enjoyed a large clientage, placing many loans, negotiat- 
ing many important realty transfers and writing a large amount of insurance 
each year. 

Mr. Clarenbach was married in 1886 to Miss Josephine Reuther, of Sheboy- 
gan, a daughter of Paul Reuther, who came to America in the early ’50s from
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near Kreuznach, Germany. He located first in Milwaukee and later removed to 
Chicago. He was a cooper by trade but after settling permanently in Sheboygan, 
operated a hotel. For ten years prior to his death, which occurred in July, 1910, 
he lived a retired life. Mr. and Mrs. Clarenbach are the parents of three chil- 
dren, Louise, Ernestine and Ralph, the elder daughter being the wife of Glen 
M. Gracey, cashier of the First State Bank, of Holstein, Iowa. The only office 
Mr. Clarenbach has ever held is that of notary public. He has never been a poli- 
tician in the sense of office seeking and yet in matters of citizenship he has always 
been progressive, giving his aid and cooperation to movements which he deemss 
of essential value in the promotion of the welfare and upbuilding of this part of 
the state. He has a wide acquaintance here where his entire life has been passed 
and where he has so directed his labors as not only to win success but also to gain 
the high and merited regard of his fellow townsmen. 

PHILIP’ J> OTT. 

One of the successful stockmen of Plymouth township is Philip J. Ott, who 
owns a valuable and highly improved farm of eighty acres. He was born in the 
vicinity of Cedar Grove, Holland township, on the 6th of June, 1868. The 
father, Carl Ott, was born in Nassau, Germany, July 3, 1829, and died on the 
4th of April, 1911. The mother, Caroline (Rehm) Ott, was born in Lippe- 
Detmold, Germany. The grandfather, Philip Ott, was also born in Nassau, 
Germany, where the family originated. He was engaged in merchandising in 
his native land and emigrated to America with his family in 1846. He pro- 
ceeded at once to Milwaukee and in the same year purchased a tract of land 
eight miles north of Port Washington. He cleared and improved this farm but 
at the end of two years disposed of it and removed to Holland township, She- 
boygan county, where he purchased eighty acres of land. Upon this farm he 
resided during the remainder of his life, passing away in 1860. He had been 
married twice. His first wife, Philopene (Schumacher) Ott, bore him five 
children, of whom Carl Ott, the father of our subject, was third in order of 
birth. By his second marriage to Luisa Schreiner he had four children. 

Carl Ott, the father, was sixteen years of age when his father emigrated 
to America with his family. He remained at home working on his father’s farm 
until he attained the age of thirty-two years, when he was married and re- 
moved to a farm which he purchased, two miles southwest of Cedar Grove. 
There he resided until 1870, when he took up his abode upon a farm northeast 
of Cedar Grove. In 1883 he disposed of that property and bought land on sec- 
tion 33, Plymouth township, upon which farm the remainder of his life was 
spent. In 1861 he married Miss Caroline Rehm, a daughter of Henry Rehm, 
a native of Lippe-Detmold, Germany. Caroline Rehm, after the death of her 
parents, came to America with an uncle, Herman Rehm, in 1859. By her mar- 
riage to Mr. Ott she became the mother of six children, four of whom died in 
infancy. Those who survive are Henry and Philip, who both reside in Plym- 
outh township.
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The education of Philip J. Ott was acquired in the public schools of Holland 

and the high school of Plymouth, which he attended for three years. After 
 Jaying aside his text-books he assisted his father with the work of the farm for 

two years, but at the expiration of that time he went to Plymouth and engaged 

in teaming. He-withdrew from this at the end of a year and became associated 
with W. F. Hueppchen in the livery business, under the firm name of Huepp- 
chen & Ott. They had been in partnership for more than eight years when Mr. 
Hueppchen traded his interest to Ed Moore for a farm, and six months later 

Mr. Ott bought the interest of Mr. Moore. He continued operations alone dur- 

ing the succeeding eleven years and then withdrew from business activities and 
removed to his farm. During the period of his ownership Mr. Ott has wrought 
extensive improvements on this property, including the erection of a fine resi- 
dence, thoroughly modern in all of its appointments, and a large, commodious 
barn. He is both practical and progressive in his methods and at various times 

he has installed such modern appliances and conveniences on his farm as he 

felt would lessen the labor connected with its operation. As a result he has an 

excellent equipment, that contains everything essential to a dairy or stock farm. 
Mr. Ott is making a specialty of the breeding and raising of thoroughbred Hol- 
stein cattle for dairy purposes and is meeting with excellent success in his un- 
dertaking. 

On May 18, 1890, Mr. Ott was married to Miss Amelia Haut, a daughter of 

Fred and Caroline Haut, natives of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Ott have a daugh- 
ter, Meta, who was born in 1894; and an adopted son, Roy, whose birth oc- 

curred in 1907. The daughter married Alvin Roehr, a farmer located across 
the road from the Ott homestead, and is the mother of one son, Raymond. 

Fraternally Mr. Ott is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, the Royal Arcanum and the National Fraternal League, and in politics 
he is a republican. He takes a helpful interest in all community affairs and 
while living in Plymouth represented his ward in the town council for two years. 
Mr. Ott has always led an active, energetic life and is meeting with the success 
that invariably crowns intelligently and persistently applied effort. 

HENRY PRANGE. 

Henry Prange is an honored citizen, a veteran of the Civil war, and one of the 
successful farmers of Sheboygan county. He was born in Hanover, Germany, 
March 30, 1841, and is the son of John and Mary (Diers) Prange. His parents 
emigrated to America in 1846 and settled on a farm located on section 2 of She- 
boygan Falls township, where they continued to reside with Frederick Diers, who 
emigrated to the United States in 1845, until the time of Mr. Prange’s death, 
which occurred in 1849. Mrs. Prange passed out of this life in 1881. In the 
family were six children, two of whom are still living: William, who resides near 
Sheboygan Falls; and Henry of this review. 

Henry Prange was educated in the district schools of Wisconsin and after his 
school years he learned the carpenter’s trade, which he followed in connection 
with his farming for a number of years. On September 17, 1861, he enlisted in 

Vol. M—8
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Company A, Ninth Wisconsin Regiment of Volunteer Infantry and served for a 
period of three years, receiving his discharge from the service on the 25th of 
October, 1864. 

Mr. Prange was united in marriage on January 17, 1875, to Miss Barbara 
Specht, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Specht, both of whom were natives 
of Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Prange four children were born, three of whom 
are now living. Arthur, the eldest, lives on the old homestead and is married 
and has two children, Viola and Leola. Theodore resides in Sheboygan and is 
married and has three children, Hubert, Lenora and Lester. Tonie, who com- 
pletes the family, resides at home. 

Mr. Prange has served two years as town clerk, for nine years filled the of- 
fice of assessor of his township, and also served for three years as a member of 
the board of supervisors. For eleven years he filled the office of school treasurer 
and was clerk of his school district for three years. His political allegiance is 
given to the democratic party, and he is a member of Gustaf Wintermeier Post, 
No. 187, G. A. R., of Sheboygan. Mr. Prange is one of the industrious and 
highly respected citizens of Sheboygan county, with whose history he has been 
continuously associated since the early days of his childhood. 

SILAS B. CROCKER. 

Silas B. Crocker, of the Crocker Chair Company, has been identified with the 
manufacturing interests of Sheboygan for the past forty-four years. He is 

widely known in the community and is a member of one of the highly esteemed 

pioneer families. Mr. Crocker is a native of the state of New York, having 
been born in Willsboro Falls on November 12, 1849. His grandfather, James 
Crocker, was born in Rutland county, Vermont, in 1782, and married Margaret 

Leland, born in the same county in 1780. They moved to Essex county, New 
York, in 1825, and to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, in 1846. The grandmother died in 

Wilson township in 1856, and the grandfather in Sheboygan Falls in 1877. 
James Crocker was a carpenter by trade and followed that occupation after com- 
ing to Wisconsin. He had a family of eleven children. 

Silas R. Crocker, the father of our subject, was born in Rutland county, 

Vermont, January 26, 1811, and was reared on a farm, but later was employed 

in his father’s shop learning the trade of carpenter, joiner and cabinet-maker. 

He was married in Schroon, Essex county, New York, in 1834, to Minerva H. 

Knapp, who was born in the same county in 1815. Her parents came from Con- 
necticut to New York in an early day. Mr. Crocker, the father, farmed and 

conducted a cabinet shop for several years in New York state and in 1853 came 
to Sheboygan. He was first employed in a shipyard and worked on the first 
dredge that was used in opening the harbor here. His wife died in 1857 leaving 

eight children as follows: Orthonette, Mary E., Watson D., Ara D., Roger E., 
Silas B., Eva M., and Martha K. The father, Silas R. Crocker, was one of the 

first to engage in manufacturing in Sheboygan. In 1866 he, with his eldest son, 
Watson D., and I. V. Bliss, purchased the old Gurrey Hotel building on Pennsyl- 
vania avenue and they put in a sawmill and machinery for manufacturing chairs.
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Silas R. Crocker was one of the progressive and enterprising citizens of that 

period and did much to promote the industrrial and commercial development of 

the county. He also figured in the political life of the community, giving his al- 
legiance to the democratic party, and was one of the city’s early aldermen. He 

lived to attain the venerable age of about eighty-four years, and passed away in 
1896. Both parents are buried in Wildwood cemetery. 

Silas B. Crocker, who was only a child of about five years when his parents 

located in Sheboygan, acquired the greater part of his education through private 
instruction. When he was seven years of age he left the parental roof and 
started out to make his own way in the world, spending ten years in the Adiron- 
dack mountains, and then he began his business career in Chicago, where he held 
a clerkship for two years. At the end of that period he returned home and be- 

came associated with his father and brothers, Watson D., Roger E. and Ara D., 

in founding the Crocker & Bliss Chair Company in 1868. The last named, Ara 
D. Crocker, passed away on April 9, 1902. They had been engaged in the opera- 
tion of this industry for four years, had their business well established and had 

built up an extensive patronage when their plant was destroyed by fire. The same 
year, in 1872, the father retired and they reorganized under the name of The 
Phoenix Chair Company; but eight years later they disposed of this enterprise 
and established the Crocker Chair Company, which has now been in active opera- 
tion for thirty-two years. Mr, Crocker has been officially connected with it ever 
since its organization. 

On the 29th of November, 1878, Mr. Crocker was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Rait, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Rait of Waupaca, where for 

many years the father engaged in farming. Two children have been born to Mr. 

and Mrs, Crocker: Elizabeth, who married Julian Mogenson, sales manager for 
W. J. Duntley, of Chicago; and Myron K., clerk for the Bell Telephone Company 
at Milwaukee. The family home is located at 1204 North Fourth street, where 
Mr. Crocker erected a very comfortable residence in 1899. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crocker are members of the Congregational church. His po- 
litical support he gives to the republican party and for a time served as alderman 
from the second ward. He has always led a life of activity and business enter- 
prise and has prospered in his undertakings. 

DAVID McINTYRE. 

David McIntyre, a well known and prosperous agriculturist of Lyndon town- 
ship, was born on the farm of eighty acres on which he has spent practically his 
entire life and in the operation of which he is busily engaged at the present time. 
His birth occurred on the 12th of December, 1849, his father being David S. 
McIntyre, a sketch of whom appears on another page of this work. He obtained 
his education in the schools of Cascade, this county, and after putting aside his 
text-books assisted his father in the operation of the home farm, whereon he has 
lived continuously with the exception of three years (from 1904 until 1907) spent 
on the Onion river. The property, comprising one hundred and ninety acres, 
was divided between our subject and his brother at the time of the father’s
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demise. By dint of untiring industry and able management David McIntyre has 
brought his land under a high state of cultivation and improved it until his labors 
are annually rewarded by bounteous harvests. 

On the 11th of October, 1876, Mr. McIntyre was united in marriage to Miss 
Julia A. Hatch, a daughter of Justin and Marilla (Putney) Hatch. Her father 
was born in Windsor county, Vermont, in 1798, while the mother’s birth occurred 
in St. Lawrence county, New York, in 1816. Justin Hatch could recall having seen 
Marquis de Lafayette when that celebrated commander and statesman visited 
America in 1824-25, and his recollections also included Daniel Boone, the intrepid 
Kentucky pioneer, whose death occurred when Mr. Hatch was twenty-two years 
of age. The Putney family, of which the mother was a member, was descended 
from the Putneys, of Putney’s Commons, near London, England. Mrs. Me- 
Intyre’s parents were married in the east and came to this state in 1844, settling 
in Fond du Lac county, where Justin Hatch followed the occupation of farming. 
His demise occurred in 1888, while his wife was called to her final rest in 1884. 
Unto them were born nine children, four of whom still survive, as follows: Mrs. 
Julia A. McIntyre, Mrs. H. W. Wheeler, Mrs. I. N. Crossby, and Mrs, Alice 
Adams. The Hatch family, was one of the earliest in the east, having settled in 
that part of the country prior to the Revolutionary war. While still but a boy 
Justin Hatch did independent service in the War of 1812 and prior to his mar- 
tiage entered the regular army. He did military duty for about five years and 
went down the Ohio to the Mississippi river and up the Missouri river to the 
headwaters of the Missouri when that part of the country was a wilderness. 
Before entering the military service of his country he carried mail between Vin- 
cennes, Indiana, and Louisville, Kentucky. 

Mr. and Mrs. McIntyre have four children. Mertie I., whose birth occurred 
on the 24th of August, 1877, is now the wife of G. W. Sharp and resides in Ore- 
gon. Orion G., who was born on the 1st of September, 1880, makes his home 
in Oregon. Josephine M., whose natal day was May 7, 1884, gave her hand in 
marriage to C. B. Connel. Georgie, who was born in the year 1886, is still at | 
home. 

In politics Mr. McIntyre is a stanch republican, loyally supporting the men 
and measures of that party. He was the census taker for this district in the year 
1880. He is well known and highly esteemed throughout the community in 
which almost his entire life has been spent, and that his career has ever been 
upright and honorable is indicated by the fact that the associates of his boyhood 
and youth are still numbered among his stanch friends and admirers. | 

CHARLES GOEHRING. 

The pioneers of any section are responsible in a large measure for the char- 
acter and conditions of the country which they help to upbuild. They must be 
hardy men, capable of working and suffering hardship and perils for the sake 
of putting the section which they founded upon a solid basis of commercial and 
social progress. Charles Goehring is a Wisconsin pioneer, exemplifying in his life 
the sturdy virtues of industry, strength and broad intelligence which are coming
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to be recognized as national German characteristics. He was born on June 6, 
1844, in Merseburg, Prussia, Germany. His father and mother were natives of 

the fatherland. The family is of ancient lineage and has been engaged in the oc- 

cupation of farming for many centuries. Charles Goehring is the son of Chris- 
topher and Leonora (Hartwig) Goehring. His father was born in 1808 and 
lived until 1878, having been an active and prosperous German farmer during 

his life. His wife was born on December 25, 1812, and died in 1892. Christo- 

pher Goehring with his wife and family crossed the Atlantic to America in 1847 
and came direct to Wisconsin, locating for two months in township 9, Milwaukee 

county, that state, and in the same year pushing on to Sherman township, where 

he took up a grant of eighty acres of timber land on section 31. The life which 
he lived during this period made a constant call upon his qualities of endurance, 

capacity for work and power of living up to an emergency. The conditions which 
he found in Sherman township were primitive in the extreme. He had to build 
his own buildings, erecting little log cabins on a small portion of land which he 
cleared of timber at first. Within a few years his native industry and the com- 
pelling power of necessity had enabled him to have his entire ground cleared of 
trees and under cultivation. He never left the farm upon which he settled, and 
died there in 1878. He figured in the history of Sherman township as one of its 
very first and most prominent settlers. He was well known in his native country 

before his emigration and served his time as a soldier of the cuirassiers in Prussia. 
He was married in Germany and became the father of six children of whom ’ 

three were born in the fatherland: Fred P., now living in Silver Creek, Wiscon- 

sin; Amelia, who is the deceased wife of Jacob Haas, a prominent citizen of 

Sherman township; Charles, the subject of this sketch; Anton W., now a citizen 

of Manitoba, Canada; Louis, deceased; and Emma, who married Andres Fox, 

of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where she now resides. 
Charles Goehring was only two and a half years old when he came to America. 

His education was limited to that of the common schools of those days and he 

grew up on his father’s farm, learning to love the occupations which farm life 

called for. He became thoroughly acquainted with the various details incident 
to carrying on successful agriculture in a new country. He learned the value of 

hard work and continuous endeavor and these qualities are the foundation of his 

success today. When he was fifteen years of age he left school to assist his father 
in the work of clearing and cultivating his land. He amassed a small amount of 
money by much saving and in 1867 bought the home farm of one hundred and 

sixty acres where he has since resided. He has improved the land, built many 

new buildings and installed modern equipment in all parts of his holdings. His 

farm today presents splendid examples of the modern comforts and luxuries of 
agricultural life as it is carried on in America today. He has three large and 

commodious brick houses, many barns and outbuildings and employs a number of 

men on his land today which his father would never have dreamed of when he 

cleared the little tract around his first log cabin. One of the principal pursuits 

in which Charles Goehring is engaged and the one to which his personal attention 
and time are to a great extent given, is that of dairying. He is very proud of his 
magnificent herd of Holstein cattle. He takes a personal interest in the quality 
of his milk and butter, and his dairy and its products are well known throughout
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the township. Beyond his interest in this branch of his work Mr. Goehring is 

living retired from active life and has turned over his farm to his son. 

In 1868 Mr Goehring was married to Miss Elizabeth Martch, who was born 
in Buffalo, New York, August 9, 1847, a daughter of Conrad and Ernestina 
(Krasmig) Martch. Mrs. Goehring’s father was born in Kurhessen, Germany, 

and came to America in 1846, locating immediately at Buffalo, New York, where 

he lived for two years. He then removed to Ohio, farming there for five years, 
until 1853, when he joined his son-in-law in Scott township, Sheboygan county, 

Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Goehring are the parents of eleven children, ten of 

whom are living: Henry, residing in Emmons county, North Dakota, and a 

prominent farmer of that district, who married Rosie Siederman, by whom he 

has six children; Louis, a carpenter of Naperville, Illinois, who married Franey 
Mechtle, by whom he has four children; Charles, Jr., a carpenter of West Palm 
Beach, Florida, who married Clara Bergean, who passed away leaving one child; 

Frank, a farmer of township 12, Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, who married Jane 

Miller, by whom he had five children; Levi, also following the carpenter’s trade 
at Naperville, who married Ophelia Mechtle and has three children; Moritz, 

engaged in farming in Emmons county, North Dakota; Oscar, a carpenter of 

Naperville, Illinois, who married Lilly Meyer, by whom he has two children; 

Anton, operating the old farm in Sherman township, who married Ella Nitchke 

and has one child; Amelia arid Ida, both of whom make their home in Naperville, 

Illinois. . 
Charles Goehring and his entire family are members of the Evangelical asso- 

ciation. He is now sixty-eight years of age, resting after the labors of an active 
and worthy life on the farm which his father founded and in the upbuilding of 
which he contributed his energies and talents. 

WILBUR M. ROOT. 

Prominent in Grand Army circles, Wilbur M. Root is now serving as com- 
mander of the local post at Sheboygan and was vice commander of the state in 

1901. He is, furthermore, widely known through his commercial connections, 
having been engaged in the marble and monument business in Sheboygan since 

1874. He was also at one time engaged in the grain and agricultural implement 

business and conducted a livery in connection. He has at different times filled the 
office of justice of the peace and in these various connections has ever stood as a 
man among men, honored by reason of the sterling worth of his character. He 
was born in Cleveland, Ohio, December 27, 1844, a son of Augustus and Marcia 

(Hanchet) Root, who in 1849 came with their family to Sheboygan county, set- 
tling in Plymouth where the father conducted a cooperage business until after the 

outbreak of the Civil war, when he enlisted in Company E, Eighth Wisconsin Vol- 
unteer Infantry, as a musician. He died in the service at Jackson, near Vicks- 

burg, Mississippi, in 1863. 
W. M. Root was largely reared in Plymouth and attended the public schools 

there. He was but seventeen years of age when hostilities commenced between the 
north and south, but years are no criterion of patriotism and the same spirit of



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY . 153 

loyalty that actuated his father was manifest in the son who in April, 1861, of- 

fered his services to the Union and became a member of Company C, Fourth Wis- 

consin Volunteer Infantry, enlisting as a private. This regiment was afterward 
made a cavalry command, with which he served until honorably discharged at 
Morganza Bend, Louisiana, July 14, 1864. The regiment was connected with 

the Department of the Gulf and he participated in a number of important en- 
gagements chiefly in the lower Mississippi valley, but was never injured. 

On the expiration of his term of service Mr. Root returned to Plymouth and 
purchased the cooperage business of his father, who had laid down his life on 

the altar of his country during the war. Subsequently he removed from Ply- 
mouth to Greenbush and was there elected justice of the peace. A year and a 
half later he resigned and in 1870 was elected sheriff of his county on the repub- 
lican ticket, at which time he removed to Sheboygan. He filled the office for the 
regular term of two years and was then again called to that office by popular suf- 
frage in 1882. In the meantime—in 1874—he established the marble and monu- 
ment business in which he has since continued. He has done much fine work of 
that character and is accorded a liberal patronage. 

In 1865 he was married to Miss Amanda A. Gardner, of Plymouth, a daugh- 
ter of Horace Gardner, who was a farmer but is now deceased. He was a native 
of Jefferson county, New York, and came to Wisconsin about 1855. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs. Root has been born a son, Ned M., who is now associated with the 
Daily Evening Press of Sheboygan. W. M. Root was also at one time identified 
with journalistic interests, having in January, 1895, purchased the Sheboygan 
Daily Journal which he owned until 1904. He has long been recognized as a 
leader of public thought and action. He exerted much influence over public 
affairs during his newspaper career and has also done much to further public 
progress and improvement in other ways. His fellow townsmen, appreciative of 
his worth and his loyalty to the best interests of the community, elected him as 
their representative to the state legislature in which he served for four terms, 
leaving the impress of his individuality upon many acts which were passed during 
that period. He served for four years, or for two terms, as state insurance com- 
missioner, nor has he been neglectful of local interests for he has filled the office 
of alderman and also was the first chief of police of Sheboygan. He has likewise 
taken active part in political management, having been chairman of both the city 
and county democratic committees. While he was first elected sheriff on the 
republican ticket at his second election he was the candidate of the democratic 
party. He has always been most fearless in defense of his honest convictions nor 
has he hesitated to announce his views on matters relative to the general welfare. 

MICHAEL MARQUARDT. 

Michael Marquardt is one of the enterprising and successful farmers, owning 
and operating a farm of one hundred and thirty-eight acres located two and a 
half miles northwest of Sheboygan Falls, where he is engaged in making a 
Specialty of general farming and also of the breeding and raising of pure-bred 
draft horses. He was born in Germany, August 2, 1849, and is the son of Mr.
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and Mrs. Jacob Marquardt, both of whom were natives of Germany, and who died 
in their native land many years ago. They became the parents of six children of 
whom only one is living, Michael, the subject of this review. 

Michael Marquardt was reared in his parents’ home and received his educa- 
tion in the schools of the fatherland. He emigrated to America in 1872, settling 
in Sheboygan City, where he was engaged as an employe in one of the city’s fac- 
tories for five years. On February 24, 1877, he removed to a farm of one hun- 
dred and thirty-eight acres located two and a half miles northwest of Sheboygan 
Falls and has since been engaged in general farming and also in the raising of 
pure-bred draft horses, having sold many of his well matched teams at premium 
prices. 

On February 23, 1877, Mr. Marquardt was-united in marriage to Miss Ma- 
tilda Meggers, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Claus Meggers, both of whom were 
natives of Germany, and who emigrated to America in 1854. The mother died in 
1883 and the father in 1903. To Mr. and Mrs, Michael Marquardt sixteen chil- 
dren have been born, six of whom are now living. Emma, who is the wife of 
Fred Fitense, of Abbotsford, Wisconsin; Annie, who married Albert Zimbal, also 
a resident of Abbotsford, Wisconsin; Henry, a resident of Clair City, Minne- 
sota; Richard, who is married and resides in Sheboygan Falls township; and 
Gustave and Hugo, both of whom are at home. 

Mr. Marquardt is a democrat and is an adherent of the Lutheran faith, in 
which he has been raised. He is one of the successful mei in his special line as 
farmer and stockman and is one of the well known and useful citizens of She- 
boygan county, of which he has been a resident since 1872. 

CHARLES A. CORBETT. 

A highly honored veteran of the Civil war, who was for many years identi- 
fied with the commercial interests of Sheboygan county, is Charles A. Corbett, 
who is now living retired in Plymouth. He was born in Benson, Rutland 
county, Vermont, on the 21st of November, 1840, and is a son of Peter and 
Melinda (Adams) Corbett. The paternal ancestors were Scotch and upon 
their arrival in this country they located in Vermont and later they became resi- 
dents of the state of New York where Peter Corbett was born in 1798. In his 
early manhood he went to Vermont, where he was married in 1822 to Miss 
Adams, who was born and reared in that state, her birth occurring in 1802. In 
1855 they came to Sheboygan county, the father buying a farm in the. vicinity 
of Greenbush which he cultivated during the remainder of his active life. The 
mother passed away on the homestead on the 18th of March, 1879, but the father 
survived her until June 22, 1882, Their family numbered eleven children, ten 
of whom lived to attain maturity and of these three are still living. 

Charles A. Corbett was a youth of fifteen years when he accompanied his 
parents on their removal to Wisconsin in 1855. His early years were passed in 
very much the manner of those of other lads who were reared in the country at 
that time. He obtained his education in the district schools, during which time 
he also assisted with the work of the farm, and by the time he had attained his
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maturity he was a skilled agriculturist, having a thorough knowledge of the 
practical methods of caring for the crops and tilling the fields. On the first of June, 
1861, he enlisted in Live Eagle Regiment, Company B, Eighth Wisconsin Volun- 
teer Infantry and went to the front in defense of the Union, remaining in the serv- 
ice for four years, six months and twenty-two days. He participated in many 

notable conflicts, including the siege of Vicksburg, the battles of Corinth, Is- 
land Number Ten, New Madrid and Iuka, and he also took part in many skir- 
mishes. In an engagement at Lake Chicoth, or Old River lake, Arkansas, on 

June 6, 1864, he lost a leg and was taken to the hospital at Memphis and Jeffer- 
son barracks, Missouri, and later was removed to a hospital at Prairie du Chien, 
and from there came to Madison, where he was honorably discharged on the 
22d of November, 1865. Upon returning to civil life it was impossible for Mr. 
Corbett to resume agricultural pursuits, so he went to Milwaukee and spent nine 
months in the Spencerian Business College, thus qualifying himself for the 
practical duties of a commercial career. At the expiration of that time he 
opened a general mercantile store in Forest, Fond du Lac county, this state, and 
soon thereafter he was also appointed postmaster. He engaged in business 
there for about a year and then returned to Greenbush and started a store 
which he successfully operated for fifteen years. At the expiration of that 
period he withdrew from active work and lived retired in Greenbush, where 
he had built a nice residence. In 1896 he removed to Plymouth, but a few months 
later he returned to Greenbush. Subsequently, however, he permanently located 
in Plymouth, purchasing his present residence property in 1898. Since with- 
drawing from commercial activities, Mr. Corbett has participated quite prom- 
inently in local politics and in 1889 was elected to the state assembly, serving 
for one term of two years. Upon his return to Greenbush he was elected chair- 
man of the town, discharging the duties of this office for three years and at 
one time prior to that he had served for five years as town clerk. While living 
in Greenbush he purchased an interest in a drug store in Plymouth and his 
elder son and a nephew conducted it for a number of years under the firm name 
of Corbett & Corbett. Later Carl Corbett, the younger son of our subject, ac- 
quired his cousin’s interest and he has since taken in another partner, the enter- 
prise now being conducted under the name of Corbett & Ackermann, 

In 1870 Mr. Corbett was united in marriage to Miss Mary Jane Lewis, 
whose birth occurred on January 14, 1847, in the state of New York. Her 
father, Benjamin Lewis, was also a native of the Empire state, whence he re- 
moved to Wisconsin with his family in 1855, settling in Dodge county and in 
1868 engaged in farming in the vicinity of Greenbush. Two sons and one daugh- 
ter have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Corbett, as follows: Adison, who is living 
at Oshkosh, Wisconsin; Estella, the wife of Dr. S. M. Kyes, of Weyauwega. 
this state; and Carl, who is engaged in the drug business in Plymouth. 

Mr. Corbett has been a member of the Odd Fellows fraternity since 1868, 
his local affiliation being with Greenbush Lodge, No. 78, I. O. O. F.; he is 
also a charter member of H. P. Davidson Post, No. 212, G. A. R., and served 
4s commander for three terms. He is now chaplain of the Post and has thus 
served for eight years. In politics he is a republican and is conservative in his 
views, and has always been stanchly loyal to the principles of the grand old
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party. Mr. Corbett is a highly estimable citizen and has always taken an active 
interest in all movements affecting the welfare of the community, and in the 
discharge of his official duties has ever manifested the same conscientious fidel- 

ity that characterized him when a soldier on the battlefields of the south. 

ERNST BORKENHAGEN. 

Ernst Borkenhagen is one of the highly respected citizens of Sheboygan 
county where he is successfully engaged in the operation of an up-to-date dairy 

farm, located in Sherman township. He was born June 28, 1858, in Sherman 

township, and is the son of John G. and Amelia (Suckow) Borkenhagen, both of 
whom were natives of Germany. The former was born September 11, 1834, 

and died January 3, 1900, and the latter was born December 31, 1835 and died 

December 9, 1897. The paternal grandfather was John Borkenhagen and the 

maternal grandmother was Frederika (Kreger) Borkenhagen, both of whom 
were natives of Pommern, Germany. 

John Borkenhagen, the grandfather, in his native land was engaged in general 
farming and also in the manufacture of reeds for cloth. He emigrated to 

America in 1846 and settled in Wisconsin, in Milwaukee county, on township 9, 

where he purchased forty acres of land and established his home. He there con- 

tinued to reside until 1857, at which time he removed to Sheboygan county and 

purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land on section 10, in Sherman town- 

ship which he later sold to his son, John, with whom he made his home until the 

time of his death, which occurred in 1873. He was united in marriage to Miss 
Frederika Kreger and to them four children were born: Frederika, the widow 

of Adam Meyer, of Shawano county, Wisconsin; John G., the father of the sub- 
ject of this review; William, a resident of Plymouth, Wisconsin; and Amalie, 

the deceased wife of Gottfried Zuengler. 

John G. Borkenhagen, the father of the subject of this review, purchased of 
his father one hundred and sixty acres of land located in Sherman township on 

section 10 and there established his home and continued to live during the re- 
maining years of his life. Eighty acres of that land he later sold to his brother, 
William, and afterward purchased forty acres adjoining his remaining eighty 
acres on the east. John G. Borkenhagen was united in marriage in 1857 to Miss 
Amelia Suckow, a daughter of Charles and Wilhelmina (Klinghart) Suckow. 

The father, Charles Suckow, was born in the Uckermark, Germany, and in 1849, 

having been identified with the political disturbance of his province at that time, 

was compelled to leave his native country. He emigrated to America in 1849 

and settled in Illinois where he remained for a period of two years and in 1852 

he removed to Milwaukee county where he established his home in township 9. 
In 1854 he removed to Sherman township, Sheboygan county, and there pur- 
chased land and later in 1856 he bought the gristmill at Cascade, which he oper- 

ated for fifteen years. He was engaged in general farming in Plymouth town- 
ship for two years and later operated the gristmill known as “Our Town” mill 

for some time and then retired to his farm in Cascade where his death 
occurred in 1875. The mother died in 1886. To them were born six children
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of whom Mrs. Borkenhagen was the eldest. To Mr. and Mrs. John G. Borken- 
hagen ten children were born: one who died in infancy; Ernst, the subject of 
this review ; Louisa, the deceased wife of James Thompson, of Chicago, Illinois ; 

Annie, the wife of William Zuengler, of whom a review is published in another 

part of this work; Matilda, the wife of Herman Degner, of West Bend, Wis- 
consin; Henry, a resident of Beloit, Wisconsin; Augusta, the wife of Julius 

Scholz, of Ozaukee, Wisconsin ; Johanna, the wife of Fred Hillger, of Plymouth; 

Amelia, the deceased wife of Frederick Torke, of Sherman township; and Lil- 

lian, the wife of Ole Oleson, of Montana. John G. Borkenhagen was a man of 

liberal education and one of the most influential citizens of Sheboygan county and 
for some years was treasurer of Sherman township. 

Ernst Borkenhagen was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the 
parochial school of St. John’s Lutheran church. In early manhood he remained 
under the parental roof and engaged in work on his father’s farm. In 1884 he 
purchased the home farm consisting of one hundred and twenty acres upon which 
he has since continued to reside. He has greatly improved the place, having built 
a fine residence and all necessary farm buildings required in the operation of an 
up-to-date, well equipped dairy and agricultural farm. In his dairy he uses only 
high-grade Holstein stock. 

On November 4, 1883, Mr. Borkenhagen was united in marriage to Miss 
Amalie Scholz, who was born December 27, 1859, and is the daughter of Robert 
E. and Johanna (Zuengler) Scholz. The father, Robert E. Scholz, was a native 
of Schlesien, Prussia, Germany, and was born November 5, 1831. His death 
occurred September 13, 1908. The mother, Johanna (Zuengler) Scholz, was 
born October 6, 1838, and died July 1, 1911. The paternal grandfather, Gottlob 
Scholz, was born in Schlesien, Prussia, Germany, and for a livelihood followed 
the occupation of a farmer. He emigrated to America with his family in 1857 
and settled in Sherman township where he purchased one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, located on section 5, upon which he established his home and there 
continued to live during the remaining days of his life. To Mr. and Mrs. Scholz 
five children were born: Christiana, the deceased wife of Carl Wiersig, of Sher- 
man township ; Gottlob, Jr., who died in Little Rock, Missouri; August, who was 
a soldier in the German army and died in Oregon; Robert, the father of Mrs. 
Ernst Borkenhagen; and Julius, who for some time operated a store and tavern 
on section 15, Sherman township, and resided in Olds, Canada, and is now de- 
ceased. Robert E. Scholz emigrated to America at the age of twenty years. 
While in his native country he learned the carpenter’s trade and there followed 
the pursuit of his vocation and also devoted a portion of his time to work upon 
his father’s farm. In 1864 he purchased eighty acres of land located on section 
13, in Sherman township, where he established his home. His first house and 
barn was built of logs taken from his land which at that time was heavily cov- 
ered with hardwood timber. He cleared the farm and eventually brought it to 
a high state of cultivation and improved it with a beautiful frame residence and 
other necessary buildings required on a well equipped farm. In 1882 he retired 
from work, being the owner at that time of one hundred and eighty acres of well 
developed land. That property he sold to his son Gustay with whom he made 
his home until the time of his death, which occurred in 1908. Mr. Scholz was 
united in marriage, in 1856, to Miss Johanna Zuengler, a daughter of Mr. and .
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Mrs. Gottfried Zuengler, of whom a review is published in another portion of 

this work, and to them ten children were born: Robert, Jr., who died in infancy ; 

Louisa, who also died in infancy; Amalie, the wife of Ernst Borkenhagen, of 

Sherman township; Julius, a resident of Fredonia township, Ozaukee county, 

Wisconsin; Gustav A., a resident of Sherman township; Matilda, who died in 

infancy; Annie, the wife of Fred Goetz, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin ; Otto, a clergy- 

man of the Lutheran church, who resides in Tonawanda, New York; Gottlob, 

a carpenter by occupation, who resides in Tonawanda, New York; and Emma, a 

resident of Milwaukee. Robert Scholz served for many years on the board of 
supervisors of Sherman township and was one of the highly respected and well 

known citizens of Sheboygan county. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Borkenhagen seven children have been born. Otto, 

by occupation a stone mason, resides with his parents. Adolph, a carpenter by 

trade, also resides with his parents. Ernst, Jr., a blacksmith, resides at Chilton, 

Wisconsin. John, a farmer by occupation, resides at home. Anna is still under 
the parental roof. Richard is a blacksmith and resides at Adell. Ida is still 

with her parents at home. 

Mr. Ernst Borkenhagen has served for some time as treasurer of Sherman 
township. He is one of the influential and useful citizens of Sheboygan 
county and is a man of unquestioned integrity in all his business transactions 
and throughout this portion of the state is known to be a man who is ready at all 

times to give the benefit of his influence and help to the advancement of any 

measure of public interest. 

THOMAS SELLINGER. 

The manufacturing interests of Sheboygan find an able representative in the 

person of Thomas Sellinger, vice president of The Ross-Sellinger Company, one 

of the city’s foremost industrial enterprises, which has now been in operation for 

ten years. He was born at Rochester, New York, on the 6th of March, 1863, 

and is a son of Lawrence and Rose Sellinger. The parents were both natives of 

Germany, whence they emigrated to the United States about 1840, locating in _ 
the state of New York, where the father subsequently engaged in the foundry 
business and the manufacture of stoves. The father passed away in 1906 at the 
age of seventy-five years, but the mother was sixty-five at the time of her death, 
which occurred in 1898. They are both buried in the cemetery at Le Roy, New 
York, of which town they were residents for many years. 

Thomas Sellinger received his education in the public schools of Rochester 
and Le Roy, New York, terminating his student days upon his graduation from 
the high school in 1879. Immediately thereafter he began his business career 
as an employe in a glove factory at Rochester, New York, where he thoroughly 
mastered every detail of the industry. In 1884, he acquired stock in the Eisen- 

drath Glove Company of Chicago, where for fifteen years he held the office of 
secretary. At the expiration of that time he disposed of his interest in this com- 

pany and later became associated with Hall Ross, and in 1902 they came to this 
city and established The Ross-Sellinger Company. This is the only enterprise of
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the kind in Sheboygan and in its development they have met with a gratifying 
measure of success. They are both thoroughly familiar with the industry and are 
business men of more than average perspicacity as has been manifested in their 
progress. The workmanship and material of the products of their factory, as well 
as the price, commend them to jobbers all over the country, and their sales depart- 

ment has developed until it now requires the service of between five and six hun- 

dred employes to fill the orders. Their plant, which is located at South Ninth and 

South Water streets is equipped with all modern appliances and machinery essen- 
' tial to the successful operation of a factory of this kind, and is in every way a 

credit to the community. 

Mr. Sellinger was married at Rochester, New York, on the 14th of April, 
1884, to Miss Frances Marchand, and to them have been born two children: 

| Francis J., who is a traveling salesman for The Ross-Sellinger Company, and 
| Jeannette F., who married Robert Kross, a merchant of this city. The family 
| home, the hospitality of which is graciously extended to a large circle of friends 

and acquaintances, is located at No. 1018 North Sixth street. 
| Mr. Sellinger fraternally belongs to the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks 

and he is also a member of the Country Club. In matters politic he is independ- 
ent, giving his support to those candidates he deems best qualified for the offices, 

| regardless of party affiliation. Mr. Sellinger is held in high esteem in the com- 
| munity, as he is not only a business man of more than average efficiency but is 

public-spirited and progressive in matters of citizenship, and takes an active 
interest in all things affecting the welfare of the municipality. 

WILLIAM J. JOSLIN. 

William J. Joslin, who owns and cultivates a fine farm of eighty acres in 
Lyndon township, makes a specialty of dairying. His birth occurred on the old 
homestead in Sheboygan Falls township, this county, on the 14th of October, 
1865. The ancestry is traced back through generation after generation. The 
Joslin family is a very old one. Its history reaches even beyond the time of 
Emperor Charlemagne, whose daughter married Count Joceline. One of their 
descendants was Sir Gilbert Joceline, who accompanied William, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, on his expedition for the conquest of England in 1066, and became the 
founder of the Joslin family in England. He received from William I, extensive 
territorial grants in the county of Lincoln. His son Gilbert devoted himself to a 
religious life and founded the order called the Gilbertines, and was canonized a 
saint by Pope Innocent III, in 1202. The youngest son Thomas, married Maude, 
daughter and coheiress of John Hyde of Hyde Hall and granddaughter of Baron 
Sudeley. By this marriage the family obtained that estate which has ever since re- 
mained in its possession. One of the descendants married Anne, the heiress of the 
Percys and became duke of Northumberland; another was one of the singers of 
the Magna Carta; another is the present earl of Roden and others have been 
bishops, lord mayors, etc. Still another member of the family was Thomas 
Joslin, the first known ancester of the family in America. He came to this 
country in the ship Increase in 1635 and landed in Hingham, Massachusetts,
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with his wife Rebecca, a son Nathaniel and four daughters, Rebecca, Dorothy, 
Eliza and Mary. Later an older son, Abraham, who had been left at school 
joined the family and they removed to Lancaster, of which they were among 
the original proprietors and inhabitants. Thomas Joslin died in Lancaster, 
Massachusetts, in 1660. The next in descent was Nathaniel Joslin, who died 
in Marlboro, Massachusetts, in 1694. His son, Peter Joslin, married Sarah 
How for his first wife, and died in Leominster, Massachusetts, April 8, 1759, 
at the age of ninety-four years. From the Civil History of Lancaster, 
from 1680 until 1724, it is learned that the Indians were hostile and made 
several attacks on the inhabitants. The first was in July, 1692, when a party 
of Indians attacked the house of Peter Joslin, murdered his wife and three 
children. His wife’s sister was taken captive but was afterward returned. 
Peter Joslin, who outlived his fourth wife, died at the home of his son John 
in Lancaster, April 8, 1759, aged ninety-four years, and his grave is in the 
old burying ground. John Joslin, of the fourth generation, was born in 1710, 
was married July 4, 1736, to Lucy Wilder, who was born October 13, 1715, and 
he passed away at Leominster, Massachusetts, in August, 1788. In Lexington 
he commanded a company of minute men in Colonel John Whitcomb’s regiment. 
Abijah Joslin, born January 24, 1744, at Leominster, Massachusetts, was married 
January 5, 1768, to Kezia Farrar, who was born May 18, 1746, and died March 
23, 1827. His death occurred September 1, 1811, at Verona, New York, when he 
was sixty-six years of age. He served in the Revolutionary war as a member 
of the New York militia, and in Captain Jonathan Wood’s Company of Colonel 
Converse’s regiment. He was afterward made the captain and was also a mem- 
ber of the committee on correspondence of the Continental Congress. Ephraim 
Joslin, born August 28, 1744, was married February 14, 1801, to Mehitable Cag- 
win, who was born March 9, 1777, and died May 25, 1868. Ephraim Joslin | 
passed away June 14, 1869. He had removed from Massachusetts to central New 
York at an early date and purchased a farm near Verona which is still in the 
Joslin name. Charles A. Joslin, born October 4, 1812, was married in February, 
1857, to Anna Schillich, who was born March 22, 1838. He removed 
from Verona, New York, in 1854, purchasing a farm in the town of She- 
boygan Falls which is still in the possession of the family. He was a 
typical “down east” Yankee and a man of high ideals. His wife possessed 
many of the sterling traits of the German race, especially unfaltering industry. 
On coming west about 1854 Charles A. Joslin settled on section 30, Sheboygan 
Falls township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. Here he bought eighty acres of 
land and subsequently extended the boundaries of his farm by an additional pur- 
chase of forty acres, so that at the time of his death he owned a tract of one 
hundred and twenty acres, which is now in possession of his son Harrison. He 

passed away on the 14th of February, 1877, having spent the entire period of his 
residence in this part of the country in Sheboygan county. His wife emigrated 
to the United States when about twelve years of age, coming direct to this coun- 
ty, where she was married. She still resides on the homestead farm in Sheboygan 
Falls township and is well known and highly esteemed throughout the community, 
having made her home here for more than a half century. Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Joslin had nine children; six of whom still survive, as follows: Frances, who is 
a resident of Burlington, Wisconsin; Charles, living in this county; Alice, who
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makes her home in Michigan; Harrison, of Sheboygan county; Mariette, who is 
deceased; and William, of this review. 

The last named acquired his early education in the district schools of his 
native township and later spent a year in high school and a similar period in 

a business college at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. After putting aside his text-books 

and starting out in the business world he was engaged in the manufacture of 
cheese for a year and also bought cattle during the winter seasons for nearly 

three years. Susequently he purchased a cheese factory in Sheboygan Falls, con- 
ducting the same for about eight years and also buying cattle in the winter months 
during a part of that time. On the 1st of April, 1897, he purchased a tract 
of eighty acres in Lyndon township, cleared away the timber and stone and 

erected all necessary buildings, transforming the place into a model farm. The 

entire tract is walled with stone that was cleared from the land. Mr. Joslin has 
resided thereon continuously during the past fifteen years and in the conduct 
of his agricultural interests has won gratifying success. He makes a specialty 

of dairying, having about twenty-two head of high grade cattle. In October, 
- 1890, Mr. Joslin was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary White, who was born in 

Sheboygan Falls township, this county, on the 24th of March, 1865, her parents 
being Walter Dimick and Dorcas (Arnold) White, natives of New York. The 

father was born on the 15th of May, 1820, while the mother’s birth occurred on 
the 30th of August, 1822. The White family is of English origin. Joseph 
Nelson White, the grandfather of Walter D. White, was a descendant in the 

eighth generation of Thomas White, who was born in England in 1636 and who 
in early manhood rallied to the support of Cromwell with the Puritan element. 
After the restoration of the Stuarts he emigrated to New England, arriving at 

Charlestown, Massachusetts, about 1660. He participated in King Philip’s war, 

serving in Captain Sylls’ company in 1675 and with Captain Cutler in 1676. His 
demise occurred in Charlestown on the 30th of September, 1716. From Thomas 

White the line of descent is traced down through Thomas, John, Thomas, 
Thomas, Joseph, Nelson Davis and Joseph Nelson White, the grandfather of 
Walter D. White. The father of Mrs. Mary (White) Joslin obtained his edu- 
cation in an academy at Canandaigua, New York, and spent the first thirty-three 

years of his life in the Empire state. In 1853 he came to Wisconsin, settling 

in Sheboygan Falls township, Sheboygan county, and here following farming 

during the remainder of his active business career. He held the office of super- 

visor in Greenbush township and was widely recognized as an esteemed and 
substantial citizen of his community. On. the 11th of January, 1853, he wedded 
Dorcas Arnold, a daughter of Levi and Lydia Arnold, who were Quakers. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter White were born the following children: Mrs. Mary Joslin; 
Lydia; George; Walter N.; Levi P., who is deceased; and Thomas B., who is 
married. The father of this family passed away in 1890 and the mother’s de- 
mise occurred two years later, 

Mr. and Mrs. Joslin have become the parents of eleven children, namely: 
Harold W., who was born on the 3d of December, 1891; Ruth M., October 30, 

1893; Lydia M., May 9, 1895: Anna L., November 3, 1896; Beulah, July 9, 

1898 ; Irene, December 17, 1900; Francis, September 7, 1902; Walter and William 
twins, whose natal day was September 6, 1904; Morris, whose birth occurred 

August 6, 1905; and Edith, who was born July 14, 1907 and died on the 17th of k
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March, 1909. In politics Mr. Joslin is a republican, while his religious faith is 
that of the Baptist church. He also belongs to the Equitable Fraternal Union, 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Joslin have spent their entire lives in Sheboygan county and 
therefore this record cannot fail to prove of interest to our readers. 

GOTTLIEB TORKE. 

Gottlieb Torke, who lives retired upon his farm in Sherman township, She- 
boygan county, was born in Germany, February 14, 1835, a son of Gottlieb and 
Rosena (Knecht) Torke, natives of Germany. The father, who was a farmer, 
left his native land on the 27th of March, 1855, and with his family set out 
for the United States upon a sailing vessel which completed the voyage to New 
York in thirty-four days after a rough passage. The journey to Sheboygan 
county was continued by way of the Hudson river to Albany, down the 
Erie canal to Buffalo and then by way of the Great Lakes to Chicago. From 
that point the travelers proceeded to Sheboygan county, where they arrived on 
the 29th of September, 1855. The father purchased a farm of eighty acres 
upon which a brush house, thirty feet by twelve feet was erected for immediate 
occupancy until a log house of more commodious proportions could be constructed 
by the combined efforts of the father and his son Gottlieb. The next task was 
that of clearing the land and breaking and planting it, and to all of this labor 
Gottlieb Torke applied himself unremittingly. The father passed away in 1887, 
at the age of eighty-seven years. Gottlieb Torke is one of five children born to 
his parents and his brother William resides on a farm adjoining his. 

Following his marriage in 1860 Gottlieb Torke purchased for the sum of 
eight hundred dollars a farm of eighty acres upon which he erected a log cabin 
having but one door and one window, and in this house the family lived for seven 
years. During this period, in 1864, Gottlieb Torke enlisted in Company E, 
Sixth Wisconsin Regiment, under Captain H. T. Garfield, whose command pro- 
ceeded to the south at once to join Grant’s army which was confronting Lee's 
army in the battle of Hatchie’s Run, in which engagement the object for which 
the Union army was fighting was attained. Mr. Torke was wounded in the 
head by a bullet and was retired from service for a month being laid up in the 
hospital. He was able, however, to participate in the Grand Review held in 
Washington at the close of the war, after which he went to Louisville, Kentucky, 
where for a month he was in the hospital. Later he went to Madison, Wisconsin, 
and on July 14, 1865, was mustered out of the service, hostilities having ceased 
and the nation’s need for her soldiers having ended. As soon as he was able 
to accomplish the journey Mr. Torke returned to his home but some time elapsed 
before he was sufficiently restored to health to resume the active work of his 
farm. He added more land to his original property and at one time owned two 
hundred and forty acres. He has since sold forty acres of this and the remain- 
ing tract of two hundred acres comprises what may well be termed a model farm, 
on which he has resided for more than fifty-two years, and is cultivated by his 
three sons, Herman, Emil and Ernest.
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On October 7, 1860, Mr. Torke was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 

Gotter, whose birth occurred in Germany on February 17, 1843. She was one of 

the seven children of Frederick and Hannah (Schoepke) Gotter, and with her 

parents came to the United States in 1859. Mr. and Mrs. Torke have been the 
parents of eleven children, all but two of whom are living. They are as follows: 

Amelia, who married Fred Harmon and passed away October. 10, 1896; William 

F., who died March 21, 1897, at the age of twenty-six years; Elizabeth, who mar- 
ried Robert Stolper, of this county; Martha, who married Herman Kruschke, 

also of this county; John, a farmer of Lyndon township; Anna, who married 
George Gersmehl, of Sheboygan; Herman, living in Plymouth; and Emil, Ern- 
est, Bertha and Emma, who reside at home. Mr. and Mrs. Torke are also 

the grandparents of twenty-eight children of the third generation and the great- 
grandparents of five children of the fourth generation. They are numbered 
among the few remaining old settlers of the county and their memories are 

storehouses of interesting reminiscences. Mr. Torke is seventy-seven and his 
wife nearly seventy years of age. 

To the republican party Mr. Torke gives his support, a comprehensive 
knowledge of its policies and history convincing him that it stands for what he 
deems to be the best interests of the country. Since their marriage he and his 
wife have been members of St. John’s Lutheran church and their honesty of 
purpose and sincerity in their faith commend them to the confidence and high 
regard of all. During Mr. Torke’s long residence in Sheboygan county he has 

been a witness of many events which to the younger generation are matters of 

history, and his labors have brought him the substantial reward and rest which 

he has so well earned and richly deserves. 

WILLIAM AUGUST PFISTER. 

The jewelry interests of Sheboygan are ably represented in this city by 
William August Pfister, who has been engaged in this line of activity since 1884. 
During the years of his connection with the jewelry trade he has built up for 
himself a large and prosperous clientage. Since he entered the jewelry business 
his success has been continuous—a direct result of his hard and concentrated 
work. He is a native of this city, where his birth occurred September 6, 1863. 
His parents were Casper and Catherine Pfister, who in 1842 settled in Sheboyan, 
where the father engaged in the jewelry business and later on became interested 
also in an enterprise which is now known as the Globe Foundry. He was suc- 
cessful financially all during his life. In 1863 he erected a beautiful brick 
building on the corner of Eighth street and New York avenue. His death oc- 
curred February 4, 1884. ; 

W. A. Pfister received his education in the public schools of Sheboygan. He 
early determined to devote his life to the jewelry business, in which his father 
has been engaged for so many years, and in order to make of himself a thoroughly 
efficient and practical workman along this line he determined to become thorough- 
ly acquainted with the details of practical jewelry work. He entered the Chicago 
Ophthalmic College, where he took a course in optics under Dr. Martin and in 
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retinoscopy under Professor Ferguson of New York city. Afterward, while 
engaged in business, he took a course in the Kansas School of Optometry, under 
Dr. J. L. Littlefield. He entered upon the jewelry business in his native city and 
when his father died, in 1884, he succeeded him and has been engaged in this 

line continuously ever since. He is a leading citizen of Sheboygan, active in 
every movement looking toward its progress and development. He is president 
of the Sheboygan Business Men’s Association and has held this office since 1909, 

He is also actively connected with the Knights of Columbus, and is a devoted 
adherent of the Roman Catholic church, in which faith he was reared. 

On June 28, 1893, in Holy Name Cathedral, at Chicago, Illinois, Mr. Pfister 
was united in marriage to Miss Marie Junker, a daughter of Anton Junker, who 

was prominently connected with the Riverdale Distilling Company of Chicago 
until his death, eight years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Pfister are the parents of eight 
children, Roland, Evelyn, Jerome, Josephine, Marie, Annette, William, Jr., and 
Helen, all of whom are living at home. 

Mr. Pfister is now recognized in his native city as a dominant force in its 
business life. He has promoted the progress and development of Sheboygan 
by attending to the growth of his individual activities and has attained his present 
gratifying position in the commercial world by strict honesty and reliable busi- 
ness methods. 

C. D. DE LONG. 

C. D. De Long is engaged in dairying on a farm of eighty-seven acres 
located three-quarters of a mile west of Sheboygan Falls. He was born’in Lima 
township, this county, on April 26, 1861, and is a son of Conrad and Anna | 

(Michaels) De Long, natives of Canada. The mother came to the United States | 
in 1847 with her parents, who located at Sheboygan Falls in this county, while 
the father settled here in 1853. They were married soon thereafter and took 

_ up their residence on a farm in Lima township, which remained their home until 
1877. In the latter year they removed to Sheboygan Falls, the father continuing 
his agricultural pursuits until 1882, when he withdrew from active work, and 
has ever since lived retired, although he still owns the farm. Five children were 

born to Mr. and Mrs. De Long, as follows: Charles, our subject; Hattie, who is 

living at home with her parents; Stanton, who is married and engaged in the 
hardware business in Sheboygan Falls; Sidney, who was married and engaged in 
farming in Lima township, where he passed away at the age of twenty-eight 
years; and Sarah, who died in infancy. 

The education of Charles De Long was completed in the district schools of | 

Lima township, following which he assisted his father with the work of the farm. 

Agricultural pursuits have always engaged his attention, and he has for many 

years made a specialty of dairying. In 1906 he purchased his present place, 
which is.one of the attractive, well kept and valuable properties in Sheboygan 

Falls township. 

Mr. De Long was married on the 14th of October, 1886, to Miss Inez Kelley, 

a daughter of George and Sarah Kelley, natives of the state of New York. The
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father, a soldier in the Union army during the Civil war, died in rg1r. Mr. and 

Mrs. De Long have one daughter, Myrle, who married Joseph Kohlhagen, and is 

residing in Sheboygan Falls township. 

Politically Mr. De Long is a republican, and served as chairman of Lima 

township for twelve years. He is an enterprising man in matters of business 

and as a citizen he is public-spirited and progressive, actively cooperating in 

forwarding every movement that will advance the interests of the community or 
promote the welfare of its citizens. 

HORATIO N. TIFFANY. 

Horatio N. Tiffany, who is now living retired in Cascade, was for many years 

actively identified with agricultural pursuits, his well directed efforts in con- 

nection therewith proving potent forces in the acquirement of a most gratifying 

competence. He has already passed the Psalmist’s allotted span of three score 

years and ten, his birth having occurred in Darlington, Canada, on the 30th of 
January, 1841. The Tiffany family was originally founded in the Mohawk 

valley, but the grandfather of Horatio N. Tiffany subsequently went to Canada, 
to which country his son Charles, the father of our subject, also removed. 

Charles Tiffany was born in the state of New York, in 1807, and in 1855 re- 
turned to the United States after a residence of a number of years in the Domi- 
nion of Canada. He came to Wisconsin, locating in Mitchell township, Sheboy- 
gan county and here took up eighty acres of timber land which he at once began to 
clear and improve. He continued to make his home upon that place until the 
time of his death, which occurred in 1872. In early manhood he had married 

Miriam Hills, who was born on August 26, 1806, and her death occurred in 1878. 
In their family were four children, namely: Samuel, deceased, who served as a 

member of Company E, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry, being killed in the 
battle of the Wilderness; Lucretia, the wife of Charles Champine, of Martin 

county, Minnesota; John, deceased, who also served in the Civil war as a mem- 

ber of Company E, First Iowa Cavalry, passing away at Little Rock, Arkansas, 
during the period of hostilities; and Horatio N., of this review. 

The last named spent the period of his boyhood and youth upon the home 
farm and acquired his education in the public schools. He early became familiar 
with the various phases of farm work under the direction of his father, whom he 
assisted until he attained the age of twenty-four years. He then left the farm 
to accept employment in a sawmill, with which business he was identified for 

several years, when he returned to agricultural pursuits to which he gave his 
entire time and attention until 1902. He engaged in general farming, cultivating 
the crops best adapted to soil and climate, was progressive in his methods and 
diligent and enterprising in the management of his affairs, and that success came 
to him in substantial measure is indicated by the fact that in the year mentioned 

| he had accumulated a competence sufficient to permit of his laying down the 
active cares of life and enjoying in well earned retirement the fruits of his former 

years of labor. He left the farm and removed to Cascade, where he has since
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made his home with J. W. Harnden, extensive mention of whom appears on 
another page of this volume. 

Mr. Tiffany was married, in 1866, to Miss Mary S. Maryett, who was born 
May 25, 1843, in Jefferson county, New York, a daughter of James and Wealthy 
(Hutchinson) Maryett. That family originally came from Jefferson county, 
New York, James Maryett locating in Wisconsin in 1848, settling in Lyndon 
township, where he bought eighty acres of timber land. After clearing that land 
he devoted his remaining days to its cultivation. His daughter Mary, who was 
the youngest in a family of five children, passed away December 29, 1901, her loss 
being mourned by a large number of warm personal friends. A residence in 
Sheboygan county of more than a half century has gained for Mr. Tiffany an 
extensive circle of friends which is constantly increasing as the circle of his 
acquaintance has expanded, for he has ever manifested those sterling traits of 
character which not only win but also hold esteem and regard and which have 
commended him to the confidence and good will of all with whom he has come 
in contact. 

FRED O. HOPPE. 

Fred O. Hoppe is sole proprietor of one of Sheboygan’s leading drug stores 
situated at No. 906 North Eighth street. This he has conducted since the 2gth 
of December, 1910, and in its control he displays excellent management and exec- 
utive ability. He is one of the foremost of the younger business men of the 
city and was here born October 29, 1881, his parents being Charles and Josephine 
(Gutch) Hoppe, both of whom were also natives of Sheboygan county. The 
family name, however, indicates their German descent. The father was for a 
time engaged in the flour and feed business and subsequently organized the Hoppe 
Insurance Company, under which name he built up a good business which he 
conducted to the time of his death on the 21st of September, 1893. He was then 
but forty-nine years of age. His wife survived him for more than eighteen 
years, passing away on the 13th of January, 1912, her remains being interred in 

Wildwood cemetery where her husband had also been laid to rest. The Hoppe 
family is one of the oldest in this county and one of the best known and most 
prominent. Fred Hoppe, the grandfather of him whose name introduces this 

review, was one of the early sheriffs here, filling that office about 1860. 
Fred O. Hoppe was a pupil in the public schools of Sheboygan, passing 

through consecutive grades until he became a high-school student. He did not 

graduate, however, but put aside his text-books at the age of sixteen years to 

enter business life which he did as a clerk in the A. W. Bock Drug Store. He 
was there employed for about five years after which he entered upon the scientific 
study of pharmacy by pursuing a course in the Northwestern University at Chi- 
cago from which he was graduated with the class of 1902. This, added to his 
various practical experiences, made him especially well prepared to carry on busi- 
ness of that character. He then returned to Sheboygan and reentered the employ 
of Mr. Bock with whom he continued for two years. On the expiration of that 
period he accepted a position as traveling salesman for the Sheboygan Chair
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Company with which he continued for five years, visiting almost every state in 
the Union. Desirous of engaging in business on his own account he then pur- 

chased the F. W. Thieman Drug Store, which is one of the largest in the city, 
| taking charge on the 29th of December, 1910, since which time he has met with 
| very creditable and gratifying success. 

| On the 25th of September, 1906, in Sheboygan, Mr. Hoppe was married to 
Miss Vera McNeill, a daughter of Thomas and Katherine McNeill, the former 
secretary and treasurer of the Sheboygan Chair Company. Mr. and Mrs. Hoppe 
have one child, Frederick, who is with his parents in a pleasant home at No. 817 
Virginia avenue. Mr. Hoppe belongs to the Sheboygan Lodge of Elks. He has 
a wide acquaintance here and is very favorably known. He has never sought to 
figure prominently in any public connection but his genuine worth has become 
recognized through his business activities and through his close adherence to high 
ideals of manhood and citizenship. 

FRANKLIN RISSE. 

Franklin Risse, one of Sheboygan county’s native sons, within whose borders 
he has spent his entire life, is now successfully operating an excellent farm of 
one hundred and ninety acres located in Sherman township and is meeting with 
gratifying success in his agricultural enterprise. He was born on the farm which 
is yet his home on the 25th of April, 1856, a son of Henry and Christina (Junge) 
Risse, both natives of Germany. The father’s birth occurred in Saxony on the 
toth of March, 1817, and in 1847 he came to the United States, locating in She- 
boygan county, where he entered a tract of eighty acres which became the nucleus 
of the present fine property of his son Franklin. Later he added another eighty 
acre tract, becoming the owner of one hundred and sixty acres of land within 
the first two years of his residence in this county. He continued to make that 
his place of residence, subsequently adding to it from time to time until he 
owned about two hundred acres. Later he sold lots for a schoolhouse and a 
cemetery, and at the time of his death his farm consisted of one hundred and 
ninety acres. He passed away on the 1oth of February, 1904. He had come to 
the new world alone, his parents always remaining residents of Germany, but 
after his settlement here he had been joined by his half-brother, who continued 
to make his home with him. In Wisconsin Henry Risse had married Miss 
Christina Junge, who was born in the fatherland on March 25, 1825, and with 
her parents had come to the United States in 1849. The family home was estab- 
lished in Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, and there the daughter gave her hand in mar- 
nage to Mr. Risse. She passed away on May 8, 1905. In their family were 
fourteen children but only four are now living: Morris, residing in Grinnell, 
Towa; Franklin, of this review; Max, of Appleton, Wisconsin ; and Oswald, who 
resides on the old homestead with his brother Franklin. 

In the home of his parents Franklin Risse spent the period of his boyhood 
and youth, and with the exception of one year his entire life has been passed upon 
the old home farm. He acquired his education in the schools of Sherman, while 
his practical training which was thorough and comprehensive, was received under
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the direction of his father. After putting aside his text-books he devoted his 
entire attention to agricultural pursuits and when his father withdrew from active 
life he took charge of the homestead, which he has since-continued to operate, 
It consists of one hundred and ninety acres of finely cultivated land and in addi- 
tion to his general farming pursuits he engages in the dairying business, keeping 
in his pastures an excellent herd of cattle. Both branches of his business, have 
proved very profitable for he has directed his affairs with great care, at all times 
manifesting keen sagacity and sound judgment, and utilizing modern and up-to- 
date methods. 

Mr. Risse was married, April 11, 1880, to Miss Alvina Gessner, a daughter 
of William and Rosa (Bittner) Gessner, natives of Germany. The father, whose 
birth occurred in Saxony April 5, 1822, was a shoemaker by trade, and after 
coming to the United States in 1851 followed that pursuit and also engaged in 
‘farming to a limited extent, owning a farm of about twenty acres. He died on 
September 26, 1900, while his wife survived until 1911, passing away on the 18th 
of March of that year. Mrs. Risse was one of seven children, of whom six now 
survive, the others being: Emil, William, Fred, Frank and Paulina, all of this 
county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Risse have been born the following children: Louis, 
who was born on the 27th of August, 1881, and married Margaret Wolf, now 
making his home across from his father’s farm; William, born September 16, 
1883; Charles, May 11, 1886; Theodore, December 25, 1888; Otto, June 7, 1891; 
Tilly, August 31, 1893; Selma, February 11, 1897; and Walter, March 13, 1899. 
The parents are members of the German Evangelical church of Silver Creek, in 
the work of which they are deeply interested, and are held in high esteem in the 
community in which they reside. Since age conferred upon him the right of 
franchise Mr. Risse has given his political allegiance to the republican party and 
at one time served as treasurer of Sherman township, proving a faithful custodian 
of the financial interests of the town. He is progressive in his citizenship, giving 
his influence to those projects which have for their object the upbuilding and 
development of the community. He possesses also those sterling qualities of 
manhood that win confidence and esteem, and many of his best friends are those 
who have known him from childhood, an indication of his genial nature and high 
principles. 

! 

JOHN AHRENS. 

John Ahrens, who owns and operates the “Lake View Stock Farm,” which 
is located two miles north of Sheboygan, is a native of this county, his birth hav- 
ing occurred on the place where he now resides on the 5th of January, 1861. He 
is a son of Henry and Dora (Fendt) Ahrens, natives of Mecklenburg, Germany, 
who emigrated to the United States in their early life and located in Sheboygan 
county. Very soon after their arrival the father acquired the farm now owned 
by his son and assiduously applied himself to its development during the remainder 
of his active life. He passed away in 1887, but the mother is still living and now 
makes her home with our subject. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Ahrens num- 
bered six, as follows: Christ, who married Anna Kanaba, and resides in Mosel
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‘township; Henry, who is married and residing in Brillion, Wisconsin; William, 
who is married and living in Sheboygan; Minnie, the wife of Peter Schmitt, of 

Clark county, Wisconsin; Louisa, now Mrs. Theodore Lillewell, of Chicago; and 
John, the subject of this sketch. 

In the acquirement of his education John Ahrens attended the district schools 
in the vicinty of his home. After mastering the common branches he terminated 

his student days and gave his entire time and attention to agricultural pursuits, 
assisting his father until he was twenty-five years of age. He then left home 
and during the succeeding four years engaged in railroading as section foreman 
of the Lake Shore but at the expiration of that time he returned to the farm, 

and resumed the work of the fields. In 1909 he bought the old home place, which 
contains ninety acres of fertile land. His energies are largely devoted to dairy- 
ing and stock-raising, but he also owns a threshing outfit, which he operates during 
the season. Mr. Ahrens is a diligent and enterprising man, of practical ideas and 

clear judgment, as is manifested in his methods of conducting his undertakings. 
He is widely known in Sheboygan county and has a large circle of friends, many 
of whom were his boyhood comrades. 

JOHN HERMANN. 

John Hermann is now in the seventy-first year of his age and is living retired 
in Sheboygan Falls after more than sixty years of honorable activity in this 
section of the country. He was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, January 12, 1842. 

His parents were Mr. and Mrs. John Hermann, both natives of Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany, who came to the United States at a very early date and settled in In- 
dianapolis. They remained in that city until 1854 when they came to Sheboygan 
county and settled on a farm. The father died in 1869 and was survived by his 

wife until August 12, 1897. They were the parents of ten children, five of whom 
are still living: John, the subject of this sketch; Elizabeth, the widow of William 
Hanshon of Sheboygan; William and Conrad who reside in that city; and Mary, 
who is the wife of Charles Kerskamp of Sheboygan Falls. 

John Hermann received his early education in the public schools of Sheboygan 

county and followed the occupation of farming and occasionally carpentering 
until 1864. In that year he-enlisted in Company E, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin 

Volunteer Infantry, and served during the remaining period of the war. He took 
part in several engagements in Alabama and was present at the capture of Fort 
Brickley in the spring of 1865. On July 14, of the same year, he was mustered 
out with honorable discharge and returned to Sheboygan county. Here he rented 
forty acres of farm land, built upon it a log house and made such improvements 
as were possible at that time. He and his family lived upon his holdings for. 
twenty years. In 1888 he tore down the little cabin which was his original home 
and built a new house upon the same site. During the years of his active life 
John Hermann improved and cultivated the farm upon which he lived, made 
many additions to his barns and outbuildings, erected sheds for the protection 
of his grain and stock and installed modern and up-to-date farm machinery. He
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was a practical agriculturist and keenly interested in anything which tended to put 
the occupation of farming on a more scientific basis. 

When John Hermann enlisted in the Federal army in 1864 he had been 
married but five days to Miss Caroline Fommell, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
Fommell, natives of "Germany, who came to the United States at an early date 
and settled on a farm near Sheboygan Falls. Our subject and his wife became 
the parents of twelve children, of whom ten are living: Anna, the deceased wife 
of August Horne, who lived in Sheboygan county until her death in 1903; John, 
Jr., a resident of Spokane, Washington; Louis, who makes his home in Sheboy- 
gan; George and Valentine, also residents of that city; Lena, the wife of Louis 
Scheller, and a resident of McMillan, Marathon county, Wisconsin; William, who 
operates a farm in Sheboygan township; one who died in infancy ; Henry, a resi- 
dent of Sheboygan; Emma, the wife of William Grambow of Marshfield, Wis- 
consin; and Paul and Conrad, both of whom reside in Sheboygan. 

John Hermann operated his farm and gave his personal superintendence to its 
management until his wife’s health failed in 1891. After twelve years’ sickness 
she died January 5, 1904, and was buried in the Wildwood cemetery. In 1897 
Mr. Hermann rented his farm and later, in 1904, sold it to his son Valentine 
and went to Sheboygan Falls where he made his home with his brother-in-law, 
Charles Kerskamp. Here he is still living in retirement after more than half a 
century of active agricultural life. He is well known in this section of the coun- 
try where his courageous service during the Civil war is still remembered. He 
is an active member of the Sheboygan Post, No. 12, G. A. R. Mr. Hermann like 
his father has always voted the republican ticket and is a stanch adherent of that 
political faith. For three years he served efficiently as road master of Sheboygan 
township. He was raised in the faith of the German Reformed church and all 
through his life has been a loyal follower of that denomination. Mr. Hermann 
can look back upon his past life quietly and without regret, with a consciousness 
of work well done and of opportunities which have never been unworthily used. 

JAMES W. HARNDEN. 

Among the residents of Cascade who are now living retired, his present com- 
fortable financial position being the direct result of former activity and enter- 
prise along agricultural lines, is numbered James W. Harnden. His loyal service 

as a soldier in the Civil war makes it especially meet that honorable mention 
should be made of him in a history of Sheboygan county and he is given place 

among the valued and respected citizens of his community, A native of Upper 

Canada, Mr. Harnden was born on the 25th of April, 1836, and is of Irish 

descent, his father, David Harnden, having been born on the Emerald Isle in 

1804. The latter came to America in early life, establishing the family in Can- 
ada, where it was long identified with agricultural pursuits. After bringing his 

family to the United States in 1847 David Harnden located in Lyndon township, 
Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where he took up two hundred and forty acres 
of land, all of which was covered with timber. He at once set about clearing the 
land, however, introducing many improvements and bringing it under a good
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state of cultivation. In 1854 he went on a visit to Canada and while there 
passed away. Ere leaving the Dominion to take up his residence in the United 
States he had married Miss Diana Churchill, who was also born in that country, 

and unto them were born four children, of whom James W., of this review, is 

the eldest. The others are as follows: Lucy Ann, the deceased wife of George 

Peterson, of Cascade; John, a resident of North Dakota; and Sarah, the de- 
ceased wife of John Wiggins, also of Cascade. 

James W. Harnden was a lad of eleven years when removal was made to the 

United States and his education, which had been begun in the schools of Can- 

ada, was continued in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. When not busy with his 

text-books he received practical training under the direction of his father, early 

becoming familiar with the tasks that fall to the lot of the country lad. He 

continued to assist his father in the cultivation of the home fields until nineteen 

years of age, when he went to Canada and was married. Returning at once 

with his bride he again took up the operation of the old home place, in the con- 

duct of which he continued until 1858, when he purchased eighty acres of land 
on section 19, Lima township, and took up agricultural pursuits independently. 

| He was thus engaged at the time the Civil war broke out and, laying aside all 
| personal interests, he offered his services to the Union, becoming a member of 
| Company E, Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry. He took part in the various en- 

gagements of that command and was present at the battle of the Wilderness, 
and that of Cold Harbor, Spottsylvania and Strawberry Hill, being wounded 
in the latter engagement. At the close of the war he was honorably discharged 
and at once returned home, resuming his operations in the agricultural field. 
Industry, energy and perseverance were the qualities which were brought to 
bear in the conduct of his farming enterprise and his progressive methods and 
able management were soon manifest in the neat and prosperous condition of 
his property. Success in large measure was his and as a result he was able at 
a comparatively early age to withdraw from active pursuits and take up his 
abode in Cascade, where he has since lived in honorable retirement. 

In 1855, in Canada, Mr. Harnden was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Thompson, who was born in that country on the 4th of March, 1838, a daughter 
of Robert Thompson. Her father, who was born in Ireland, crossed the Atlantic 
to Canada and there passed his remaining days. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Harnden 
were born the following children: Melissa, the wife of L. D. Vetter, of Racine, 
Wisconsin; Diana Eliza, who married Ralph Towne, of Michigan; William W., 
residing in California; Charles J., living in Montana; Minnie M., the wife of 
John Wiggins, of Montana; Sarah E., deceased; Electa, who makes her home 
in Montana; Hattie J., who wedded Mr. Sales, of Montana; and George R., 
who has also passed away. The mother of this family died on the 18th 
of January, 1879, and on the roth of October, 1885, Mr. Harnden was 
again married, his second union being with Mrs. Sarah (Cooper) Hogue, who 
was born in England on the 21st of September, 1848. She is a daughter of 
William and Sarah (Randall) Cooper, both parents representing families which 
for many years had been established in Lincolnshire, England. The father, 
William Cooper, came with his family to America in 1854 and settled in Buffalo, 
New York, where he passed away. Later his widow continued the journey west- 
ward, locating in Lyndon township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where she 

;
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reared her family and where her death occurred when she was eighty-one years 
of age. Her daughter Sarah, previous to becoming the wife of Mr. Harnden, 
had been married to Calvin Hogue, whose family came to this state at a very 
early day. Unto them were born five children, as follows: Milton, of Cascade; 
William, of Lyndon township; Henry, of Scott township; Lillie, the wife of 
Thomas Long, of Lyndon township; and Mary, who married William Zelm, 
of Cascade. 

Mr. Harnden and his family belong to the United Brethren church and oc- 
cupy a prominent position in the social circles of Cascade. He belongs to the 
Grand Army of the Republic and his political support is given to the republican 
party. He has never sought to figure in public life, however, the honors and 
emoluments of office having no attraction for him, but he has ever been public- 
spirited in his citizenship, at all times proving as loyal to the interests of his 
country as when he fought on southern battlefields for the preservation of the 
Union. He has now passed the seventy-sixth milestone on life’s journey and 
the intervening years have witnessed the progress of a life characterized by suc- 
cessful achievement and actuated by high ideals and noble purposes. 

HENRY J. NEUENS. 

The consensus of public opinion places Henry J. Neuens in a creditable and en- 
vious position in business circles in Sheboygan, and he is also known as one of the 
democratic leaders of the state. In the city where he resides he has long con- 
ducted a real-estate and insurance business, starting in that field in 1887, since 
which time he has labored persistently and energetically to build up a business that 
is now of gratifying proportions. He came to this city in 1886 and has always 
been a resident of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred at Port Washington, 
on the 23d of June, 1858, his parents being John and Margaretta Neuens. The 
father came from Luxemburg in 1851, and settled first in Ohio whence he re- 
moved to Port Washington in 1852. There he acted as superintendent of wood 
cutters in the employ of Burnham & Blake and later he started in business on 
his own account as proprietor of a hotel. He still makes his home at Port 
Washington where he is living retired at the advanced age of seventy-eight years. 
In politics he has been a democrat since becoming a naturalized American citizen, 
and he has been honored with various local offices, serving as county treasurer, as 
clerk and as alderman. In 1911 he was called upon to mourn the loss of his wife 
who passed away at the age of seventy-six years and was laid to rest’ in the Port 
Washington cemetery. 

Henry J. Neuens attended public and private schools of hjs native town until 
he reached his eighteenth year but in the meantime had had considerable business 
experience through the assistance which he rendered his father. He then entered 
the Spencerian Business College at Milwaukee and was graduated therefrom 
in 1882, receiving a diploma attesting that he had completed the commercial course. 
In the meantime, from 1878 until 1882, he filled the position of bookkeeper in the 
McLaughlin & Butler wholesale wine and liquor house.
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Following the completion of his commercial course Mr. Neuens returned 

to Sheboygan with the intention of becoming actively interested in the manufac- 
ture of chairs. For a year he served as bookkeeper and during that period care- 

| fully investigated the business situation in regard to chair manufacturing. In 
that time he became convinced that to place his money in such an enterprise would 

| not prove a wise investment. He next went upon the road as a traveling sales- 

man for the Phoenix Chair Company, and gradually he became interested in the 

real-estate, loan and insurance business until he concentrated his entire time and 
attention upon that business. He now annually negotiates many important prop- 

erty transfers, places many large loans and writes a gratifying amount of insur- 

ance, so that the different departments of his business are bringing to-him sub- 

stantial and well merited success. His clientage is large, and it is a well known 

fact that Mr. Neuens is to be depended upon in any business transaction, and 

that while he seeks legitimate success he is at the same time interested in the 

substantial welfare and upbuilding of his city, and in the field of real-estate 
dealings uses his opportunity to promote the best interests of Sheboygan. 

In Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on the 26th of June, 1886, Mr. Neuens was mar- 

ried to Miss Alexie Ricdel, a daughter of Theodore and Margaretta Ricdel, her 
father a manufacturing and traveling salesman of Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. 
Neuens reside at No. 436 Park avenue in a pleasant and commodious home which 

he erected in 1891. In politics he is a democrat and is prominently known 
throughout the state. He has served as supervisor of his county and has received 

strong support for the position of insurance commissioner. He holds member- 

ship with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and the Catholic 
Order of Foresters, and his religious faith is that of the Catholic church which 
claims him as a communicant. He is also connected with Concordia Turnverein 
and the Sheboygan Mutual Laborers’ Benevolent Association. He is interested in 
vital problems and questions of the day relating to the welfare of county, state and 
nation, and also keeps well informed upon themes of significant interest to the 
public. He is a man of fine personal appearance, of splendid physique, large 
and well proportioned, and the outer man is but an indication of a broad mind 
and public spirit that place him with Sheboygan’s foremost citizens. 

SAMUEL J. OGLE. 

Samuel J. Ogle, the owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres on section 22, Lyndon township, has lived in retirement since 1910 but in 
former years was actively identified with agricultural pursuits here and also fol- 
lowed the blacksmith’s trade for a time. Having come to Sheboygan county in 
1855, he has witnessed many changes as a pioneer region has been transformed 
into a highly developed and well populated district. His birth occurred in Fred- 
erick, Maryland, on the 18th of May, 1836. The Ogles come of an old Mary- 
land family of English descent whose representatives were planters in the Old 
Line state. One of the name served as governor of Maryland under the royal 
government and another was governor under the proprietary government. Wil-
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liam Ogle, the father of our subject, was born at Frederick, Maryland, in 1810, 
and there grew to manhood, learning the blacksmith’s trade, which he followed 
after establishing his home in the west. In 1847 he took up his abode in Ohio 

"and in 1855 came to Wisconsin, locating at Cascade, where he purchased land, 
In 1892 he abandoned the work of a blacksmith and retired, taking up his abode 
on the farm which his children were operating. Subsequently he went to Chicago 
where his demise occurred in 1896. His remains were interred at Cascade. He 
had been a resident of this county for four decades and had won many friends 
within its borders by reason of his upright and honorable life. He was twice 
married, choosing for his first wife Miss Mary Amig, a native of Maryland. 
Her father and brother enlisted in the War of 1812 and lost their lives in that 
struggle. Unto William and Mary (Amig) Ogle were born eight children, as 
follows: William, deceased, who served as a member of a Missouri regiment 
during the Civil war; Samuel J., of this review; Anne, the deceased wife of 
George Brickner; Clay, who was killed at Perryville, Kentucky, while loyally 
defending the Union as a member of the First Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry; 
George, who is a resident of Nebraska; Mary, the wife of Charles Kennedy, of 
Sheboygan Falls; and Flora and Charles, both of whom reside in Nebraska. 

Samuel J. Ogle obtained his education in the public schools of Maryland and 
Ohio and came to this state with his parents when a youth of nineteen. He 
learned the blacksmith’s trade and worked at that occupation at Cascade with 
his father and subsequently spent a year as a blacksmith at Sheboygan. In 
1864 he journeyed overland to Virginia City, Montana (then Idaho), there work- 
ing at his trade in the gold camps. In 1868 he returned to Cascade, Wisconsin, 
here continuing work at the blacksmith’s trade until 1873. In that year he located 
on the farm which he had purchased on section 22, Lyndon township, and the fol- 
lowing year opened a blacksmith shop at Waldo, conducting the same for about 
five years in connection with the cultivation of his fields. After disposing of his 
shop he devoted his time exclusively to the operation of his farm, on which he 
still resides. Since 1910, however, he has enjoyed retirement, leaving the active 
work of the fields to his son James. There were only log buildings on this farm 
of one hundred and twenty acres when Mr. Ogle first took possession thereof, 
but these he has since replaced by a handsome residence, a commodious barn and 
good outbuildings for the shelter of grain and stock. He originally gave his at- 
tention to the cultivation of grain, but in recent years his farm has been devoted 
to dairying. Mr. Ogle has full blooded and graded Holsteins and was one of the 
first to introduce full blooded cattle in the community. 

On the 27th of December, 1859, Mr. Ogle was united in marriage to Miss 
Esther Kennedy, who was born in Augusta, Maine, in 1840, her parents being 
George and Margaret (Dempsey) Kennedy, both of whom were born near Dublin, 

Ireland. Leaving the Emerald isle, George Kennedy first made his way to 
Canada and later removed to Maine, working in the lumber mills at Augusta. 

In 1855 he came west, settling in Lima township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, 

where he devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits until called to his 
final rest in 1883. Unto him and his wife were born eight children, of whom 
Mrs. Ogle was the fourth in order of birth. Our subject and his wife have also 
become the parents of eight children. George B., a sketch of whom appears on 

another page of this work, is a merchant of Waldo. Frank A., the secretary
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of the Brickner Woolen Mills, makes his home at Sheboygan Falls. William, a 

priest in the Catholic church, resides at St. Marys Corners, near Swanton, Ohio. 

Esther makes her home with her brother William in Ohio. Margaret is the 

widow of William Long and resides at Plymouth, Wisconsin. Adelbert passed 

away at the age of twenty-five years. May, living in Sheboygan Falls, is the wife 

of W. L. Schumaker, a salesman of stationery. James, as above stated, de- 

votes his attention to the operation of the home farm. 

In politics Mr. Ogle is a stanch democrat. He served as treasurer of Lyndon 

township for one term and has also acted as clerk of the school board in Cascade. 
Religiously he is a devout communicant of St. Mary’s Catholic church of Cascade, 

. to which his wife and children also belong. He has now passed the seventy- 

sixth milestone on life’s journey and enjoys the respect and veneration which 
should ever be accorded one who has traveled thus far on this earthly pilgrimage 
and whose career has been at all times upright and honorable. 

EUGENE McINTYRE. 

Eugene McIntyre, who is a native son of Sheboygan county and widely and 
favorably known within its borders, has for more than four decades been success- 
fully engaged in the grain and lumber business at Waldo. It was in Lyndon 

township that his birth occurred, his natal day being May 29, 1847. His father, 

David McIntyre, was born in New Berlin, Chenango county, New York, in 
1819, being the youngest of the twelve children of Nathan and Margaret (Sears) 
McIntyre. Both the father and father-in-law of Nathan McIntyre participated 
in the Revolutionary war and were present at Burgoyne’s surrender. The 

paternal grandfather of our subject was born in Vermont but eventually re- 

moved to the state of New York and in 1823 settled-in Cayuga county, where 

David McIntyre grew to manhood. The latter began earning his own livelihood 
when a youth of fourteen, following various occupations but working principally 
in the woods. On the 17th of March, 1845, he wedded Miss Paulina Stewart, 
who was born in New York in 1817, and who was a lady of Scotch descent. In 
the year of their marriage Mr. and Mrs. David McIntyre made their way from 
the Empire state to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where they remained for a few months. 
They then came to Lyndon township, Mr. McIntyre taking up eighty acres of 
government land on section 20, about three miles west of the present site of the 
village of Waldo. After clearing the timber therefrom he began its improvement 
and cultivation and as time passed extended the boundaries of his place until it 
embraced two hundred acres. On that farm he continued to reside until about 
1890, when he put aside the active work of the fields and took up his abode in 
Waldo, where he spent the remainder of his life in honorable retirement. In his 
Passing the community lost one of its most respected and prominent pioneer set- 
tlers and one who had done his full share in the work of early development and 
upbuilding. Unto him and his wife were born four children, as follows: Joseph- 
ime, who was the first white child born in Lyndon township and who is the de- 
ceased wife of D, B. Harmon of O’Brien county, Iowa; Eugene, of this review; 

7
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David, who is living on the old homestead in Lyndon township; and Amelia, the 
. deceased wife of J. C. Peck, of Lyndon township. 

Eugene McIntyre obtained his education in the public schools of his native 
township and also studied law in the office of Bentley & Seaman. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar but has never been engaged in active practice. In 1871 he 
came to Waldo and embarked in the grain and lumber business in association 
with his father-in-law, Norman C. Harmon, who is now deceased, having passed 
away on the 21st of December, 1909. Mr. McIntyre is now conducting his in- 
terests independently and has won a gratifying measure of success in his business 
undertakings. He assisted in the organization of the Waldo Canning Company 
and has long been numbered among the representative and valued citizens of his 
community. 

In 1871 Mr. McIntyre was united in marriage to Miss Rosabelle C. Harmon, 
a daughter of Norman C. Harmon, a sketch of whom appears on another page of 
this work. Mr. and Mrs. McIntyre have five children. Alice E. is the wife of 
Rev. P. C. Wright, of Norwich, Connecticut, and the mother of four children, 
Charles Eugene, Burchard, Stuart and Harmon. Harmon L., who is a resident 
of Seattle, Washington, has been twice married, his first union being with Miss 
Ida Bundy, by whom he had one child, Cora May. After her demise he wedded 
Miss Annabelle Farries, by whom he has one child, Jean. Nina C. is the wife of 
Dr. Charles A. Wright, of Delavan, Wisconsin, and has two children, Miriam and 
Charles. Frank D. McIntyre is a resident of Seattle, Washington. Eugene L. 
is an attorney in Milwaukee. He is married to Jessie Baldwin. Both sons on 
the coast are engaged in the wholesale hay and grain business. 

: ; In politics Mr. McIntyre has always been a stanch republican. He has served 
as chairman of the board of supervisors in Lyndon township and in.1880 ably 
represented his district in the state legislature. In 1900 he was appointed super- 
visor of census for the fifth district of Wisconsin by William McKinley. His 
business and political records are equally commendable and in other lines of life 
he has displayed qualities which have insured him a warm place in the affection 
of his friends. 

ISAAC VERHULST. 

Isaac Verhulst, engaged in the cultivation of eighty acres of rich farm land 
two miles west of Sheboygan Falls, has been well known in agricultural circles of 
this district for many years. He is a native of Holland, his birth having occurred 
in Zeeland, that country, August 11, 1858. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Verhulst, were married in Zeeland and crossed the Atlantic to America in April, 
1883. They settled in Greenbush township where the father rented a tract of 
land and followed the occupation of farming for twenty-one years. In 1907 he 
removed to Plymouth where he is now living in retirement. John Verhulst was 
twice married. His first wife was Catherine Flips, the mother of the subject of 
this sketch, who died in 1876. John Verhulst was married the second time to 
Miss Jennie Baumann. By his first marriage he was the father of eight children, 
seven of whom are still living: Leonard, who makes his home in Holland; Isaac,
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the subject of this review; Lena, the wife of James DesWart, of Sheboygan Falls 
township ; Jacob, who lives in Wood county, Wisconsin ; Cornelius, now a resident 

of Sheboygan Falls township; John, who is married and lives in Dorchester, 

Clark county, Wisconsin; Mary, the wife of Louis Gotton, of Chicago; and Cora, 
who died at the age of nineteen. 

Isaac Verhulst was reared at home and secured his early education in the 
public schools of Zeeland. He was married in his native country and later came 

to the United States. After reaching this country he worked as a laborer for 
some time and was a teamster in Sheboygan in the employ of the Riese Coal 

Company for two years. By much economy and strict attention to business he 

was able to save enough money to buy a farm of eighty acres in Sheboygan Falls 
township. His holdings are located two miles west of Sheboygan Falls and here 
he now lives and cultivates his land. 

On the 21st of January, 1880, Mr. Verhulst was married to Miss Mary Stack, 
and they became the parents of three children: John, who is married and follows 

the contracting trade in Sheboygan; Harry, who is also a contractor in the same 
city; and Leonard, who is married and engaged in general farming in this 

district. Mr. Verhulst has been very successful since he engaged in the occupa- 
tion of farming. He is an expert agriculturist and learned the details of the 
business assisting his father. He is an active, able and industrious man and 
well known throughout Sheboygan county as a public-spirited and progressive 
agriculturist. 

JOHN HOLZSCHUH. 

The business interests of Plymouth have long found a worthy representative 
in John Holzschuh, whose efforts along various lines of activity have brought him 
to a prominent position among the enterprising and prominent citizens of the 
community. He is one of Sheboygan county’s native sons, his birth having oc- 
curred in Lima township on the 13th of June, 1860. His father, Caspar Holz- 
schuh, was born in Bavaria, Germany, in 1830, and in 1850, when a young man of 
twenty years, came to America with his brother, locating at Sheboygan where they 
engaged in the operation of a shoe-making establishment. In 1860 he moved 
to Hingham and there conducted a store until about 1866, when he made his way 
to Freeport, Illinois, and there ran a flour and feed store fora time. Later he re- 
sided for a short time in Dubuque, Iowa, and then, returning to Sheboygan 
county, Wisconsin, located at Onion River and there conducted a hotel. In 1873 
he came to Plymouth and here opened a boot and shoe store, continuing in that 
line of business until his death, although during the latter years of his life he had 
also operated a grocery store. He was a man of enterprise and ambition, whose 
life-was one of continuous activity, and his death in 1902 closed a well spent and 
useful life. He had married Miss Wilhelmina Pider, whose birth occurred in 
1838 and who still survives him, her home being now in Plymouth. They were 
the parents of two sons, John, of this review, being the elder. His brother Joseph 
now resides in Plymouth. 

| ;
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In the public schools of Sheboygan county John Holzschuh received a good 
education and after putting aside his text-books he learned the cigar-maker’s 
trade, which he continued to follow for three years. At the end of that time he 

took up the painter’s trade, which he followed for a similar period, and then 
entered the livestock business, engaging in the butchering business for eighteen 
years. He was successful in that enterprise and eventually he was able to extend 
his efforts into other directions, establishing a livery which he conducted in con- 
nection with his other interests. Finally this branch became so important that 
he withdrew from the live-stock and butchering business in 1903 in order to 
devote his entire attention to his livery. His barn is excellently equipped with 
many fine horses and modern and up-to-date vehicles, and his is one of the 
foremost and most successful enterprises of this character in the city. His atten- 
tion has also been directed into other channels and he was one of the organizers 
and is now a stockholder in the Plymouth Telephone Company. 

On the 9th of November, 1883, Mr. Holzschuh was united in marriage to Miss 
Minnie Burkhardt, a daughter of John and Augusta (Turpe) Burkhardt. The 
father was born in Saxony, Germany, in 1821, and on coming to America located 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where for a time he followed the occupation of a 
baker. About 1855 he went to Sheboygan and took up land near Sheboygan 

_ Falls, upon which farm he passed away about 1895. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Holz- 
schuh were born four children, namely: Otto, who resides at home and is engaged 
in business with his father; Clara, the wife of Emil Jensen, a mail carrier of Chil- 

ton, Wisconsin; John, a resident of Sheboygan Falls, who married Miss Pearl 
Blust, of that city; and Herbert, now attending college at Sheboygan. The 
family attend the German Reformed church, to which the various members be- 

long, and are held in the highest esteem throughout the entire community. Mr. 
Holzschuh is a member of the Royal Arcanum and also of the German Aid So- 
ciety, while his political affiliation is given to the democratic party. He has 
served as city marshal, in which capacity he proved himself a most efficient official 
but outside of this has never sought nor desired office, although his interest in 

the community’s welfare is deep and public-spirited. He is, however, pre- 
eminently a man of business, possessing keen sagacity and wise judgment, and 

the capability with which he has managed his affairs is manifest in the gratifying 
degree of prosperity which he today enjoys, being numbered among the sub- 

stantial and successful business men of Plymouth. 

FRANK L. HARMON. 

Frank L. Harmon is engaged in farming on a tract of two hundred and 

twenty acres in Lyndon township, which has been in possessioin of the Harmon 
family for more than six decades. He was here born April 27, 1861, a son of 
Norman C. and Clara D. (Doane) Harmon, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere 
in this volume. ‘ 

The subject of this review was reared on the farm which is yet his home, 

assisting his father in the work of the fields during the spring and summer 
months, while in the winter seasons his time was given to the acquirement of
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an education in the district schools near his home. When he attained his ma- 

jority he began an independent venture by renting the homestead farm. Event- 
ually, in 1901, when he had acquired a sum of money sufficient to become the 
owner of property, he purchased the old home farm, comprising two hundred 
and twenty acres, lying in Lyndon township. This is improved with substantial 
farm buildings and Mr. Harmon gives the major portion of his time to dairy 
farming, in which he is meeting with a very gratifying success. For this pur- 
pose he keeps Holstein stock, raising his own cattle. 

On the 24th of December, 1885, Mr. Harmon was united in marriage to 

Miss Georgiana Cleveland, a daughter of William A. and Eliza E. (Peck) Cleve- 

land, the former a native of Canada, and the latter of New York. In early life 

Mr. Cleveland removed from Canada to Genesee county, New York, and in 1847 

made his way westward to Wisconsin, settling on a farm in Lyndon township, 

Sheboygan county, where his remiaining days were spent, with the exception 

of the period during which he served in the Civil war, as a member of Company 

I, Twenty-third Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He served 
throughout the period of hostilities, when he returned to his home in Wisconsin 
and there once more took up the pursuits of private life. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 

Cleveland were born five children, as follows: George, who served as a drummer 

in Company I, First Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and died of small- 
pox while at the front; Frank W., who made his home in Lyndon township, but 
is now deceased; Dewitt C., who made his home in Fond du Lac county, but is 
also now deceased; Jennie V., the wife of Emmett E. Knott, of Los Angeles, 

_ California; and Georgiana, now Mrs. Harmon. 
| The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Harmon has been blessed with one daughter 

and two sons. The former, Mermel, is the wife of Paul Buelke, of Lyndon 
township, by whom she has a daughter, Alice Kathryn, while the sons, Harold 
N. and Emmett, are both at home. The family attend the Baptist church, and 
Mr. Harmon gives his political support to the Republican party. Having spent 
his entire life in Lyndon township, he is widely known and his labors have been 
an active factor in the work of public progress and the various improvements 
that have been carried on from year to year. 

ALBERT KRAUSE. 

Albert Krause is actively and successfully engaged in dairying and stock- 
raising four miles west of Sheboygan Falls, where he owns seventy-seven and a 
half acres of highly cultivated land, known as the “Mullet Valley Stock Farm.” 
He is a native of Germany, his birth having occurred on the 29th of May, 1864. 
and is the eldest of the ten children born to Carl and Minnie (Bartz) Krause. 
The family emigrated to the United States in 1867 and located in Sheboygan 

| county, where the father engaged in agricultural pursuits. The father is still 
living but the mother passed away on the 23d of June, 1906. The family of Mr. 
and Mrs. Krause, beside our subject, was as follows: Augusta, who married John 
Wapp and is residing on the old homestead; Annie, the wife of William Kohn, of 

Sheboygan ; Emma, who married William Geirke, also of Sheboygan; Arthur, 
Vol 11—10
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who died at the age of seventeen years; Minnie, who was twenty-two years of age 
at the time of her death; and four who died in childhood. 

Albert Krause, who was only a child of three years when he accompanied his 
parents on their removal to the United States was reared to manhood and edu- 
cated in this county, which has always been his home. Being the eldest son of 
the family he early began assisting his father about the farm, thus becoming before 
attaining his maturity thoroughly familiar with the duties and work of an agricul- 
turist. He has long made a specialty of stock-raising and dairying and has met 
with a good measure of success in both, being numbered among the substantial 
and prosperous citizens of his community. He has devoted his energies to farm- 
ing from early youth with the exception of four years when he worked for John 
Kohler. 

On the 2d of January, 1888, Mr. Krause was united in marriage to Miss Net- 
tie L. Dayton, a daughter of Hiram and Martha Dayton, both of whom are de- 

: ceased. The father was a native of Indiana and the mother of Massachusetts, but 
they were married in this county, and made it their home during the greater pe- 
riod of their lives. To Mr. and Mrs, Krause there have been born five children: 
Elmer, who is married and residing on the homestead ; Elsie, at home; Viola and 
Violet twins, also at home; and Agnes, who died at the age of sixteen years. 

For a number of years Mr. Krause had supported the republican party in 
national issues, but of late years has become an adherent of democracy. In local 
political affairs he is not influenced by any party dictates but gives his support 
to the men and measures he considers of the greatest benefit to the community. 
Mr. Krause has taken more or less interest in educational affairs and is at present 
serving in his second year as treasurer of the school board while he has been 
a director of this board for nine years. He is a Lutheran, in which faith he has | 
been brought up and confirmed. Fraternally he is a Mason and an Odd Fellow, | 
and he is also a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union. He has practically 
spent his entire life in the vicinity of his present home and enjoys a wide and 
favorable acquaintance among the people of this section, many of whom he has 
known from his early boyhood. 

HENRY TRAUTMANN. 

Henry Trautmann, who is successfully engaged in general farming and dairy- 
ing in Wilson township, is a worthy representative of a well known pioneer 
family, his people having been identified with the agricultural development of 
Sheboygan county for sixty-five years. He was born on a farm in Mosel 
township on the 9th of February, 1874, and is a son of Fred Trautmann, a native 
of Saxe-Weimar, Germany, his birth having occurred on April 20, 1836. In his 
early childhood he emigrated to the United States with his parents, Carl and 
Maria Trautmann, who first located in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin. In Sep- 
tember, 1847, they removed to Sheboygan, and two years later they went to Mosel 
township, where the father bought a farm which he cultivated until after the war. 
Disposing of his homestead he then removed to Sheboygan, where he passed 
the remainder of his life. He passed away in 1890, at the venerable age of eighty-
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three years, having survived his wife for about twelve years. Fred Trautmann 

continued to live on the home place for several years after his father retired, fol- 

lowing which he bought a farm in Mosel township. He disposed of it in 1879, 
and invested the proceeds in a farm in Herman township which he cultivated until 

1887. In the latter year he likewise sold it and removed to Wilson county, where 

he bought one hundred and fifty-six acres of land to which he subsequently added 
another tract of ten acres. He energetically applied himself to the further im- 

provement and cultivation of this place until 1908, when he retired from active 

work, but he still lives on the farm and enjoys good health, despite the fact 
that he has attained the venerable age of seventy-six years. For his wife and 
helpmate Mr. Trautmann chose Miss Lena Von Loh, a native of Germany, who 
died in 1902, at the age of sixty four years. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Traut- 

mann numbered five, our subject being the fourth in order of birth. The others 

are as follows: Charles, who died when he was thirty-nine years of age; Frank, 

a farmer of Lima township; Emma, the wife of William Bollmann, of Sheboy- 

gan; and Fred, Jr., who is associated with our subject in the cultivation of the 

home farm. 
The entire life of Henry Trautmann has been passed in this county, his educa- 

tion having been acquired in the district schools of Mosel and Wilson townships 
and the high school of Sheboygan Falls, which he attended for three years. After 
laying aside his text-books he diligently applied himself to assisting his father in 
the cultivation of the home farm until the latter retired in 1908, when he and his 
brother, Fred, Jr., bought the place. They are both enterprising young men of 
progressive ideas and systematic methods and are meeting with success in their 
undertaking. Their fields are devoted to diversified farming and under their 

capable supervision are annually yielding abundant harvests. In connection with 

their agricultural pursuits they also engage in dairying and milk twenty-four cows 

on an average the year around. 
In Wilson township on the 29th of February, 1908, Mr. Trautmann was mar- 

tied to Mrs. Clara (Kessel) Row, the widow of Frank Row and a daughter of 
Ferdinand Kessel, of Sherman township. In his political views Mr. Trautmann 

‘is a republican, but he is not an aspirant to public office, although he takes an 

active and helpful interest in all matters pertaining to the development of the 
public utilities and assists in forwarding every movement that he feels will pro- 
mote the community’s welfare. 

FRANKLIN HARRINGTON. 

Franklin Harrington is living on the old homestead taken up by his father at 
an early day, and though in advanced life he is still bright and vigorous and ap- 

Pears nearly twenty-five years younger than he really is. He is tall, well built, 

sprightly, has a good memory and takes an active interest in the affairs of the day. 
He was born August 5, 1829, in Girard, Pennsylvania, a son of Elisha and Oril 

(Badger) Harrington, the father having been born in Rhode Island in 1796 and 
the mother in Connecticut about 1800. Both are deceased, the father’s death 
occurring in 1882 and the mother’s in 1879. The Harrington family was estab-
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lished in Rhode Island by two brothers who came from England and who were 
soldiers in the English army during the French and Indian‘ wars. After 

being paid off and discharged from the British army they remained in the United 
States and from one of them the subject of this review is descended. Elisha Har- 

rington went to Massachusetts when only a boy and later to New York, where 

at the age of sixteen years he joined a company of troops in the War of 1812, 
He became a resident of Madison county, that state, where he lived until 1825, 

_ when he removed to Erie county, Pennsylvania. In early youth he had learned 
the mechanic’s trade and followed that vocation in Pennsylvania for several years, 
In 1856 he migrated to Wisconsin and settled on land on section 30, which his 
son, Franklin Harrington, bought of Ferdinand Brown, who had previously 

bought it from a Mr. Proyor. This place he cleared and improved, remaining on 
that homestead until the time of his death. The Badger family was early es- 
tablished in Connecticut, having lived there for many generations. Mr. Harring- 
ton has documentary evidence in the form of a diploma of an ancestor signed 
by Aaron Burr in 1750 showing representatives of the name to have been estab- 

lished there at that day. Unto Elisha Harrington and his wife were born seven 
children, namely: Almira, the deceased wife of Samuel Gault, of Oceana county, 
Michigan; Elmina, the widow of Josiah Beckwith, of Cleveland, Ohio; Franklin, 

of this review; George, residing near Seattle, Washington; Henry, residing in 

Hastings, Nebraska, who fought in the Civil war as a member of the Seventeenth 

Illinois Cavalry ; Alma, the deceased wife of Allen Carter, of Plymouth township, 

Sheboygan county ; and Scott W., deceased, who was a resident of Seattle, Wash- 
ington. The last named also served in the Civil war, enlisting as a member of the 

First Wisconsin Cavalry and later reenlisting in the Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, 
of which he served as captain. 

Franklin Harrington, the subject of this review, was educated in the public 
schools of Pennsylvania until he attained the age of sixteen years, and then he 

attended the academy at Girard, Pennsylvania, for two years. After leaving 

school he learned the tinner’s trade, at which he worked until he attained his ma- 

jority, when in 1849 he migrated to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and there continued 
working at the tinner’s trade until 1850. In that year he drove to Council, Bluffs, 

Iowa, and there joined a company of emigrants bound for the California gold 
mines. The party drove across the plains, the trip requiring four months. After 

arriving in the Golden state Mr. Harrington followed mining for six years, then, 

in 1856, returned by the Isthmus of Panama to Sheboygan county, where he set- 

tled with his father on the homestead on section 30, where he still resides. For 
many years he not only cultivated his farm but worked at his trade in Plymouth, 

but now he has discontinued the latter employment and devotes his undivided at- 
tention to his home place upon which he does general diversified farming. 

Mr. Harrington was married in 1860 to Miss Mary Andrews, who was born 

October 23, 1842, a daughter of Ezra and Louisa (Langdon) Andrews, who | 
came to this county from Cleveland, Ohio. Ezra Andrews, in company with two 

sons, settled in Sheboygan county in 1846, stopping at Sheboygan Falls for a 
few months before establishing their permanent residence in Plymouth township. 
They were among the very first settlers of the section in which they made their 

new home and were numbered among its most valuable residents. Mr. Andrews’ 

family numbered eight children. Almon, the eldest, who resided in Orchard,
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Mitchell county, is now deceased. He served in the Civil war as a soldier in an 
Iowa regiment. James, who was likewise a soldier in the Civil war, belonging 

to a Wisconsin regiment, is also deceased. Rufus, who like his brothers answered 

his country’s call at the time of the War of the Rebellion, serving in the Union 
army, was killed at Meridian, Mississippi. He had enlisted as a Wisconsin vol- 

unteer. Charlotte married James Trowbridge and is now deceased. Ruth, who 

became the wife of J. I. Towne, of North East, Pennsylvania, has also passed 

| away. Linzy, who resides in Berkley, Iowa, served in the Civil war as a member 

of a regiment of Wisconsin infantry. Martin also died while serving in the army 

as a member of the Wisconsin infantry, and Mary, the wife of Mr. Harrington, 

completes the list. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Harrington six children have been born, 

namely, Flora, who married William Hallenberger, of Plymouth township, and 
has two children, twins, Frank and Floyd; Elmer, a traveling salesman residing 
at home, who served in the Third Wisconsin Regiment, Company A, in the Span- 
ish-American war; Bert E., also a traveling salesman, who resides at home; Ora 

and George, both living at home; and Oril, who is now engaged in teaching school 

in Iowa. The family are affiliated with the Congregational church and render 
valuable assistance in making that denomination effective in the community. 

They are numbered among the most respected families in Sheboygan county and 

few in this or any other state can boast of so extensive and distinguished a war 

record as that possessed by Mrs. Harrington’s family, five of her brothers having 
valiantly fought during the Civil war, two of them giving their lives in defense 

of their country’s flag. Representatives also of that family fought in the Colonial 
wars and one of the sons did valiant service in the Spanish-American war. The 
family is intensely patriotic and in their hearts the love of the old flag has never 
become cold. They belong to a class of loyal citizens of whom this country is 

justly proud. 

ALBERT ROHWER. 

Albert Rohwer is one of the well known and popular young farmers of Wil- 

son township, operating the old homestead of his father, which is the property of 

the heirs. It is situated on section 2 and contains seventy-three acres. The 

mother, who is eighty years of age, is making her home on the old place and is 
being cared for by her son, the subject of this review. He was born in Sheboy- 
gan, March 5, 1871, the son of Casson and Christina (Holling) Rohwer, both 
natives of Germany. The father, who was born in Schleswig, emigrated to the 

new world in early manhood, making the journey alone. He settled in Holland 
township, Sheboygan county, and was first engaged as a fisherman, an occupation 

which he followed for some years. He married Christina Holling in Sheboygan 

and they took up their abode there where they conducted the Lafayette House, 

and then removed to a farm of seventy-three acres on section 2 of Wilson town- 
ship. There the father resided until his death, which occurred in 1886. Ac- 

companied by her brother the mother emigrated to this country in early woman- 

hood and is now living at the age of eighty years. To Mr. and Mrs. Rohwer 

eleven children were born, six of whom are living: Katharine, the widow of Wil-
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liam Kletzine, of Sheboygan; Margaret, the wife of Lawrence Gross, also of 
Sheboygan; John, of Colorado; Emma, the wife of George Sievers, of Clinton- 
ville, Wisconsin; Albert, of this review; and Annie at home. 

Albert Rohwer was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan and as- 
sisted his father with the farm work until the latter’s death. For the past ten 

‘years he has had charge of the home place, in which he owns an interest. He is 
conducting a general farming business, raises stock, and is meeting with success 
in his operations. 

Mr. Rohwer is non-partisan in politics, preferring to support for public office 
such candidates as appeal to him as being best fitted for the positions to which 
they aspire. He is an active and aggressive young farmer, well known and pop- 
ular in the community, and has a large number of friends who hold him in high 
regard. 

ISAAC ERNESSE. 

Among those residents of Sheboygan to whom activity in former years has 
brought a period of rest enabling them now to live retired from the more active 
and arduous duties of business life, Isaac Ernesse is numbered. He has now 
passed the seventy-fourth milestone on life’s journey, his birth having occurred 
in De Groede, Zeeland, Holland, on the roth of July, 1838. His father, Isaac 
Ernesse, came to America with the family in 1847, landing at New York city. 
He afterward went to Rochester, New York, where he worked as a laborer and 
asa drayman. Subsequently he enlisted for service in the Eighth New York Cav- 
alry during the Civil war and for three years was attached to the army of the 
Potomac under General Sheridan, making an excellent record as a brave and 
loyal soldier. He died in 1892, at the age of seventy-four years. Unto him and 
his wife, who bore the maiden name of Maria Wihelms, there were born eleven 
children. The paternal grandparents of Isaac Ernesse were Isaac and Maria 
Ernesse. 

In his boyhood days, Mr. Ernesse, of this review, followed farming in Holland 
township, assisting his father, who had come to Wisconsin in 1847, casting in his 
lot with the first settlers of Sheboygan county. The city of Sheboygan was then 
a tiny village with but one store which was housed in a log building. Mr. 
Ernesse continued to aid in the work of the farm until he started out to sell 
maple sugar and bakery goods of his own manufacture. He early learned the 
value of industry and determination in business affairs and upon those qualities 
he has won his success. 

He put aside all business cares in 1862 that he might respond to the call of his 
adopted country for military aid. He enlisted for service in the Civil war as a 
member of Company F, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Regiment, for ninety days, 
but because of the smallness of his stature was not accepted. In 1864 he was 
drafted, however, for service with Company I, of the Sixth Wisconsin Infantry, 
with which he continued until the close of the war, doing active duty under Gen- 
eral Bragg. When victory had crowned the Union arms he was honorably dis- 
charged and returned to Sheboygan county. He then resumed farming which
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he followed continuously until 1892 when his wife died and he left the farm, 
removing to Sheboygan. Here he engaged in house moving and draying, but is 
now retired, his diligence and economy in former years bringing to him a suf- 
ficient capital to enable him to enjoy now a well learned rest. 

On August 3, 1860, Mr. Ernesse was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 
Wolfert, a native of Holland, who died at the age of forty-seven years. She was 
a daughter of David and Catherina (Weemes) Wolfert and at an early period in 
the development of Wisconsin became a resident of Holland township, Sheboygan 
county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ernesse have been born eleven children, ten of 
whom are yet living: Catherina, Maria, Dina, John, David, Peter, Elizabeth, 
Jacob, Ellen and Christian. Isaac, the oldest, died at the age of forty-nine years. 

Mr. Ernesse is of the Protestant faith. He holds membership with the Grand 
Army post at Sheboygan and thus maintains pleasant relations with the “Boys in 
Blue.” He is today one of the oldest citizens of the county in years of continuous 
connection with this part of the state. He lived here when the greater part of 
the country was undeveloped and unimproved and has there witnessed the re- 
markable changes which have occurred, making it one of the most attractive, 
populous and prosperous sections of the state. He has borne his part in the work 
of general improvement and is especially active in his labors as a farmer, con- 
tributing to the result whereby Sheboygan county has become. one of the fore- 
most agricultural regions of Wisconsin, 

LOUIS HEIDEN. 

Louis Heiden has for thirty-seven years been identified with the agricultural 
and dairying interests of Sheboygan Falls township, where he owns a well culti- 
vated and highly improved farm. He was born in Prussia, Germany, on the 28th 
of August, 1854, and is a son of Carl and Sophia (Zirzow) Heiden, who were 
born, reared and married in the old country. The family emigrated to the United 
States in 1862, coming direct to Sheboygan county, and on June 4, of that year, 
settled in Plymouth. That continued to be their place of residence for several 
years thereafter, following which the father purchased a farm in Sheboygan Falls 
township and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He diligently applied 
himself to the further improvement and cultivation of his homestead until his 
death in 1874. He was long survived by the mother, who passed away in 1911. 
Mr. and Mrs. Heiden had two sons, the younger of whom, William, a carpenter 
by trade, is married and resides in Plymouth. 

The first eight years in the life of Louis Heiden were passed in his native : land. He there began his education which, after the family settled in Sheboygan 
county, was continued in the public schools of Plymouth until he was a youth of seventeen. In the latter year he laid aside his text-books and assumed more of the responsibility connected with the work of the farm, which he purchased in 
1875, the year after the death of the father. During the long period of his owner- 
ship he has made extensive improvements in the place, including the erection of modern buildings. He is progressive and enterprising as is evidenced by the 
appearance of the property and condition of his fields and stock. Although he
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engages in diversified farming and stock-raising he has for many years made a 
_ specialty of dairying, which has proven to be very lucrative under his competent 

and capable direction and he is known as one of the substantial citizens of his 
community. 

On the 5th of October, 1878, Mr. Heiden was married to Miss Lena Hecker, | 
a daughter of Carl and Dorothy Hecker, natives of Germany, who emigrated to 
the United States and settled in Sheboygan county during the pioneer period, 
Here for many years the father was identified with agricultural interests. Both 
parents are now deceased. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs, 
Heiden: Minnie, the wife of Herman Grohskopf, who engages in the hardware 
business at Waldo, this state; Emma, who married August Dassow, a farmer 

of Plymouth township; and Louis, who is at home. 

The family all attend the Reformed church, of which they are members, 
Politically Mr. Heiden is a democrat and for two years he served as treasurer of 
his township. He is one of the estimable citizens of his community, where dur- 
ing the long period of his residence he has conducted his transactions in such a 
manner as to commend him to the confidence and regard of his neighbors and 

fellow townsmen. 

JOHN H. HARDER. 

John H. Harder, successfully engaged in the pursuit of dairy farming, is 

the owner of a well improved farm of one hundred and twenty acres on section 
11, Lyndon township. His birth occurred in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Germany, 

on the 18th of September, 1869, his parents being Ludwig and Sophia (Witt) 

Harder. The father was born on the 2oth of October, 1837, while the mother’s 
birth occurred December 28, 1834. Ludwig Harder emigrated to America with 
his family in 1884, coming direct from Hamburg to Plymouth, Wisconsin, where 
he worked by the month for two years. In 1886 he purchased forty acres of 

land on section 24, Greenbush township, where he spent the remainder of his 
life, passing away on the 2th of April, 1891. His wife, surviving him for a 
number of years, was called to her final rest on the 28th of May, 1908. They 
had two children, namely: Mary, who is the wife of John Fryer and resides in 

Plymouth, Wisconsin; and John H., of this review. 
The latter, who obtained his education in the public schools of his native 

land, was a youth of fifteen when he accompanied his parents on their emigra- 

tion to the new world.’ After the family home had been established in Sheboy- 
gan county he secured employment by the month as a farm hand and continued 

to be thus engaged until he had attained his majority. When twenty-one years 
of age he purchased forty acres of the home farm on section 24, Greenbush 
township, where he was busily engaged in agricultural pursuits for a period 
of ten years or until 1900, when he disposed of the property and bought the farm 
of one hundred and twenty acres on section 11, Lyndon township, which has 

‘ since remained in his possession. In the way of improvements he has remodeled 

the house and has also erected a barn and other outbuildings. He makes a spe- 
cialty of dairy farming and keeps full blooded and graded Holstein cattle,
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raising sufficient stock to replenish his herd. The success which he today enjoys 
as an agriculturist is well deserved, for it has come to him through his own 

honorable effort, careful management and well directed labor. 

In 1899 Mr. Harder was united in marriage to Miss Ida Miller, who was 

born on the 13th of April, 1874, her parents being John and Sophia (Bonesack) 
Miller, both natives of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Germany. Their marriage, how- 

ever, was celebrated in this country in 1866. In 1865 John Miller crossed the 
Atlantic to the United States, locating in Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, 
where he worked by the month until the next year. In that year he removed to 
Greenbush township and purchased a tract of forty acres, which he subsequently 

sold prior to his removal to Schleswig, Manitowoc county. About 1880 he went 

to Fargo, North Dakota, and took up a homestead, residing thereon until 1891, 

when he returned to Plymouth township, this county. There he purchased a 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres and later bought a tract of eight acres a 
half-mile east of Plymouth. After putting aside the active work of the fields 
he spent some time in honorable retirement at Plymouth, Wisconsin, and is now 

living with his son Otto in Plymouth township at the age of seventy-two years. 
His children are five in number, as follows: William and August, both of whom 

are residents of Lyndon township ; Mrs. Ida Harder; Alvina, the wife of William 
Warner, of Lyndon township; and Otto, who is a resident of Plymouth town- 
ship. Mr. and Mrs. Harder have five children, Irving, Carl, Edgar, Herbert 
and Cora. 

Mr. Harder gives his political allegiance to the republican party and is now 
serving as supervisor of Lyndon township. He has also served as school director 
for a period of six years, the cause of education ever finding in him a stanch 
champion. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Lutheran 
church, to which his wife also belongs. He is interested in all that pertains to 
the county’s welfare and upbuilding and his cooperation is given to many meas- 
ures calculated to promote the material, political and moral interests of the 
community. 

GEORGE FLAIG. 

George Flaig, who engages in general farming and dairying in Wilson town- 
ship, was born on the farm where he now resides on the 16th of January, 1871, 
and is a son of Mathias and Bertha Flaig. The father, who is a native of Ger- 
many, emigrated to the United States in his early life and located on the farm 
in Wilson township that is now being operated by his son. He diligently applied 
himself to the further improvement and cultivation of this place until 1903, when 
he withdrew from active work and is now living retired with our subject. 

In the acquirement of his education George Flaig attended the district and 
German Lutheran parochial schools until he was confirmed at the age of sixteen 
years. He then turned his attention to the work of the home farm, in the culti- 
vation of which he assisted his father until the latter’s retirement, when he rented 
the place and engaged in farming for himself. The farm comprises one hundred 
acres, ten of which is in timber while forty acres is devoted to grain. Mr, Flaig
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keeps graded stock and in connection with the cultivation of his fields he does 
some dairying and milks twelve cows. 

On the 25th of May, 1896, in Wilson township, was celebrated the marriage 
of Mr. Flaig and Miss Laura Liebe of Mosel township, and to them have been 
born three children: Edwin, who is fifteen years of age; one who died in infancy; 

and Lauretta, who has passed the seventh anniversary of her birth. 

The family affiliate with the German Lutheran church in which the parents 
hold membership, and Mr. Flaig gives his political support to the democratic party. 
He is a very public-spirited man and takes an active interest in affairs, particularly 
of a political nature, affecting the welfare of the community. 

HERMAN C. STOLPER. 

Herman C, Stolper, treasurer of Sherman township, was born July 30, 1864, 
on the farm where he still makes his home. He is the son of Fred and Helen 
(Matchke) Stolper, the former born in 1828 in Silesia, Germany. The mother, 
who was also a native of Germany, was born two years earlier. The parents were 
married in the fatherland and two of their children, Anse and William, were 
born before their departure for America, when the father was a young man of 
twenty-five years. The family first settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where 

they remained for a year before removing to Sheboygan county on the farm where 
Herman C. Stolper now resides. The father bought eighty acres to which he 
added further purchases of land until at the time of his death, on the 15th of 
March, 1896, he was the owner of five hundred and fifty-two acres. His sons 
grew up on the home place, assisting their father in its cultivation, and at his 
death they each inherited a farm, the homestead being the share of Herman C. 
Stolper. The father was one of the prominent men of his day and locality and the 
property which he divided among his heirs was proof that his years had been 
well spent and that his energies had been wisely directed. His wife passed away 

on the 7th of May, 1898. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Stolper were the fol- 
lowing children: Anse, who was before his death a prosperous and influential 

farmer of this county; William, who died at the age of eight; Caroline, who 

married John Goetsch, of Sherman; August, living in Adell; Bertha, who mar- 

ried E. D. Schelling, of Scott township, this county; Robert, living in this town- 

ship; Herman, who is the subject of this sketch; Amelia, who married Emil 

Janke, of this township; Elizabeth, who married John Plautz, also of this town- 
ship ; Otto, living in this township; Anna, deceased ; and two who died in infancy. 

Herman C. Stolper received his education in the schools of Sherman town- 
ship and assisted his father and brothers in the task of clearing their land and 
in the general farm work. The standing timber at first had to be hewed down, 
the stumps extracted and the logs cut into cord wood, and in this work, whereby 
three tracts of eighty acres each were rendered fit for cultivation, Herman 

Stolper bore a large share. Since he has come into possession of the homestead he 

has wrought many improvements among which may be counted the erection of 

new buildings. His farm is equipped with implements and appliances of the 

most approved pattern and is stocked with full-blooded Holstein and other high
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grade cattle. He keeps about thirty milch cows and has specialized on the con- 
duct of his dairy, the products of which command the highest market price. 

In 1889 Mr. Stolper was united in marriage to Anna Arntz, whose father, 
August Arntz, came to Wisconsin from Germany when twenty years of age. 
They were the parents of seven children, as follows: Fred, who was born Feb- 
ruary 26, 1890; Helen and Charles, twins, who were born F ebruary 6, 1892, the 
latter of whom died in infancy ; Edna, who was born March 25, 1898; Edgar and 
Sadie, twins, who were born November 6, 1899; and Walter, who was born 
January 2, 1901. The children all remain in their father’s home, their mother 
having passed away in October, 1901. On November 13, 1902, Mr. Stolper 
was married to Anna Nicholaus, a daughter of William Nicholaus. In their 
family are two children: Ida, born December 19, 1906; and Gertrude, born 
October 3, 1910. 

Mr. Stolper gives his support to the republican party, the platform of which 
embodies his political views. He holds the office of town treasurer and has 
been road overseer since his father’s death. He is a member of the local Luth- 
eran church, in the faith of which denomination his family has been reared. He 
stands high in the community of which he has been a lifelong member, and at 
all times is actuated by a public-spirited desire for the general good that none 
questions. The measure of success which he has attained is the result of his 
carefully formulated plans which have had their roots in good judgment and 
earnestness. , 

ERNST PRIETZEL. 

Ernst Prietzel is one of the diligent and enterprising agriculturists of She- 
boygan Falls township, where he owns a farm of seventy-four acres, located 
four and a half miles west of Sheboygan Falls. He is a native of this county, 
his birth having occurred in Herman township on the 22d of August, 1876, his 
parents being Ertmann and Christiana Prietzel. They were born and reared in 
Germany, whence they emigrated to the United States in 1868, settling in She- 
boygan county. Here they were married on November 11, 1869, and to them 
were born eight children, five of whom are living, as follows: Hulda, the wife 
of William Granold, of Sheboygan Falls; Ernst, the subject of this sketch; Ida, 
who became the wife of Carl Steinart, of Plymouth; William, who is married 
and residing in Plymouth; and Gustave, who is also a resident of Plymouth. 
The parents continue to make their home on the old farm, which is now owned 
and operated by our subject? 

No event of especial importance occurred to vary the routine of the early 
years of Ernst Prietzel, who was reared at home and educated in the district 
schools. He terminated his student days at the age of fifteen years, and sub- 
Sequently started out to make his own way in the world. He had not learned a 
trade, but having assisted his father with the work of the fields and care 
of the crops from early boyhood, had a good practical understanding of the 
duties of an agriculturist, and for twelve years thereafter worked out as a farm 
hand. In 1905, he purchased the old homestead, and here he has ever since been
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engaged in diversified farming, stock-raising and dairying, the latter engrossing 
more and more of his attention annually. 

Mr. Prietzel gives his support to the republican party and his family attend 

the German Lutheran church. His consideration for his family and his foresight 
is indicated by the fact that he carries a policy in the New York Mutual Life 
Insurance Company for the protection of those who are dear to him. He js 
practical and energetic and in the development of his interests is meeting with 

success, and is becoming recognized as one of the efficient and prosperous agri- 

culturists of his community. 

AUGUST BOGEN. 

August Bogen, one of the well known and prosperous agriculturists of Wil- 
son township, is engaged in general and dairy farming on the place where he was 
born on January 15, 1869. His parents were August and Helen (Grasse) Bogen, 

natives of Brandenburg, Germany, the father’s birth having occurred on the 15th 

of August, 1825, and that of the mother on October 7, 1831. They emigrated to 
the United States in 1852, locating in Sheboygan. There the father, who was 
a blacksmith, followed his trade for two years, but at the expiration of that time 

he bought thirty acres of land on section 8, Wilson township. For some time 
thereafter he continued to engage in blacksmithing in connection with the culti- 
vation of his land, but he later extended the boundaries of his farm by the pur- 

chase of another forty acres, after which he devoted his entire attention to agri- 
cultural pursuits. Both he and the mother passed away on the farm, the former 

in 1888 at the age of sixty-three years, and the latter in 1908, after she had 
passed the seventy-seventh anniversary of her birth. Our subject is the youngest 

of the seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Bogen. 
The entire life of August Bogen has been passed on the farm where he is 

now living. In the acquirement of his education he attended the district schools 

of Wilson township and the German Lutheran parochial school until he was 

confirmed at the age of fourteen years. Prior to this he had been assisting with 
the lighter duties about the home, but thereafter his entire attention was devoted 
to agricultural pursuits. Following the death of his father, which occurred when 
he was a youth of nineteen, he managed the place for his mother until he was 
twenty-three. He then farmed it as a renter until after her death, when he 

bought the interest of the other heirs and has ever since held the title to the 
property. During the period of his ownership he has wrought quite extensive 

improvements in the place, including the erection of a modern farm house in 
1909. Mr. Bogen is a practical man of progressive methods and at various 
times installed on his place such appliances or conveniences as would tend to 

lessen the labor or expedite the work. That he is ambitious and enterprising as 
well as systematic in the direction of his undertakings is evidenced by the well 
kept appearance of the fences and buildings and the condition of his stock and 

fields. He has always engaged in general farming but in connection with this 
he does some dairying, selling his milk to the creamery, and raises such stock 

as is needed about his place. ‘i
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In Wilson township on the 25th of January, 1890, Mr. Bogen was united in 

marriage to Miss Bertha Flader, a daughter of Gotfried Flader, a well known 

agriculturist of Wilson township, who is now deceased. Four children have 

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bogen, as follows: Laura, who married Adolph Erb- 

stoezer of Lima township, a son of Henry and Ernestina Erbstoezer; Alvina, 

deceased; and Walter and Ida, both at home. They are all musicians of more 
than average ability, the daughters playing the piano znd the son both the violin 
and piano. 

The family are members of the German Lutheran church on the Sauktrail 

road, and for twelve years Mr. Bogen has been the leader of the church orchestra, 

comprised of fifteen pieces. His political support he gives to the candidates of 

the republican party, save at local elections when he votes for such men as he 

deems best qualified for the office. He is well known throughout this section 

of the county, his family having resided here for more than fifty-eight years, and 

is regarded as a most estimable man and a high type of citizen, as he is thor- 

oughly progressive in every sense of the word. 

JOHN STEPHANI. ; 

John Stephani is one of the enterprising citizens of Sheboygan, where he 
holds the responsible position of general manager and superintendent of the 

Cudahy branch meat stores located in that city. He was born July 12, 1863, in 
the township of Marshfield, Fond du Lac county, and is a son of Frederick and 

Maria Anna (Schneider) Stephani, both of whom were natives of Coblenz, in 
the Rhine province of Prussia. The father with his wife emigrated to America 

in 1856 and settled in Marshfield township, Fond du Lac county, where he was 

engaged in farming during the remaining years of his life. He had a family of 

seven children, as follows: Nicholas, an agriculturist of Minnesota; Christian, 
who is a resident of Jericho, Wisconsin; Mary, who is the wife of Theodore 
Esser and lives in Minnesota; John, of this review; Anna, living in Duluth; 

Margaret, the wife of Henry Fuhrman, of Marshfield, Wisconsin; and Peter, a 

farmer living in St. Cloud, Wisconsin. 

John Stephani was reared in his parents’ home and received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools in Marshfield township. He remained under the par- 

ental roof until he was eighteen years of age and then was engaged as a black- 
smith for two years and later took up work as a molder in the J. M. Kohler Sons 

Company works at Sheboygan and in that occupation he continued for nine years. 

He then engaged in the butcher business and in 1900 he accepted the responsible 

Position as general manager and superintendent of the Cudahy branch meat 
markets in Sheboygan and in that position he has since continued. 

Mr. Stephani was united in marriage to Miss Maria Kunesch, who is a na- 
tive of Bohemia, Austria, and emigrated with her people to America when she 

was a young child. She is the daughter of John and Aloysia (Schieffler) 

Kunesch, who came to America in 1882 and settled in Sheboygan, where the 
father was employed in one of the factories in that city. He was by trade a 
Stonecutter in the old country and died many years ago in Sheboygan. To Mr.
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and Mrs. Stephani nine children have been born, as follows: Aloysia, twenty. 
two years of age, who is a sister in St. Francis Convent at St. Francis, Wis. 
consin; Roman, twenty years of age, who is a student in Marquette University a 
Milwaukee; Regina, who is eighteen years old and is attending St. Francis 
Academy; Maria, a maiden of sixteen, who is at home; John, Rosa, Irene anq 
Elinora, who are fourteen, twelve, ten and seven years of age, respectively, and 
are all attending school; and Isabelle. Mr. and Mrs, Stephani are members of 
St. Peter’s Catholic church of Sheboygan. Mr. Stephani isa member of the 
Knights of Columbus and also a member of the St. Peter Claver Aid Society, and 
Mrs. Stephani is a member of the Christian Mothers’ Society, of which she js 
a past president. Mr. Stephani is numbered among the reliable and progressive 
business men of the city in which he lives and a man whose well known integrity 
in business matters entitles him to be numbered among the trustworthy and use- 
ful citizens of this part of the state. 

CARL PRANGE. 

Carl Prange is one of the well known and successful farmers of Sheboygan 
county, his farm of one hundred and sixty acres being located in Sheboygan 
Falls township where he resides and is successfully engaged in general farming. 
He was born November 12, 1855, and is the son of William and Elinor (Acker- 
mann) Prange, both of whom were natives of Germany, the former of Hanover, 
now a province of Prussia and the latter of Schaumburg. The father emigrated 
to the United States in 1848 and settled in Sheboygan township where he pur- 
chased one hundred and sixty acres of government land. He there established 
his home and continued to live during the remaining years of his life which 
ended April 25, 1865. Mr. Prange was united in marriage in 1849 to Miss Elinor 
Ackermann, who passed away September 5, 1887. To Mr. and Mrs. William 
Prange seven children were born: W. J., deceased; Caroline, the wife of Henry 
Kohl, of Herman township; Annie, a resident of Sheboygan City; Bertha, the 
wife of John Bitter, of Sheboygan City, who is employed by the H. C. Prange 
Company ; Eliza, who is also employed by the H. C. Prange Company; H. C. 
Prange, who is a prominent dry-goods merchant in Sheboygan City, who mar- 
ried Miss Augusta Bodenstein; and Carl, the subject of this review. 

Carl Prange was reared in his parents’ home and received his elementary 
education in the public schools of Sheboygan township. In his early manhood 
he was engaged at work on his father’s farm and later purchased that property 
which consists of one hundred and sixty acres of highly developed land on which 
he is now successfully engaged in general farming. He is also the owner of 
sixty-eight acres located on section 16, of Sheboygan township. 

Mr. Prange was united in marriage April 23, 1882, to Miss Eliza Pieper, the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Pieper, of Herman township, and to them 
six children have been born, all of whom are now living: Emma, who married 
Carl Dengel and resides in Herman township; Minnie, the wife of Arthur Foeste, 
of Sheboygan City; Otto and Adelia, both at home; Clara, who is engaged as a 
bookkeeper in Sheboygan City; and Henry, who resides at home.
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Mr. Prange is one of the well known men of Sheboygan county and is highly 

respected for the integrity of his character and his devotion to the general wel- 

fare of the community in which he lives. He and his family are members of the 
Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls. 

GERRIT VERVELDE. 

| Mr. Vervelde is successfully engaged in farming in Wilson township and is 

a man universally esteemed and respected by the people of the community in 
which he lives. He is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred 
in the township of Wilson on October 17, 1852, and is the son of Henry B. and 
Jennie Gertrude (Renskers) Vervelde, both natives of the Netherlands. The 
father was born at Alten, near the German border. He was married in his na- 
tive land and emigrated to America in 1846. After reaching the new world he 

spent a short time at Baltimore, Maryland, and later removed to Hanover, Ohio, 

where he remained for a period of six years. At the end of that time he re- 
moved to Sheboygan and while looking for a suitable place to establish his home 

and engage in farming, he met the Hartman family and several other families, 
all of whom he had known in Holland and who were already engaged in farming 
in Wilson township. He therefore decided to purchase land in that township 

and settle among his old-time friends of Holland. Accordingly, in company 
with his two brothers-in-law, he purchased forty acres of land and for some 
time their three families resided upon that property and devoted their attention 

to its cultivation. Later Mr. Vervelde sold his interest in the property and pur- 
chased forty acres of his own on section 31, where he established his home and 
continued to live until his death, which occurred at his home farm, at the age 
of sixty-two. He was united in marriage to Miss Jennie Gertrude Renskers, a 
native of Holland, who also passed away at the home place in Wilson town- 
ship. To Mr. and Mrs. Vervelde five children were born: John, who until 
the time of his death lived on his father’s farm in Wilson township; Gerrit, of 
this review; Angeline, who is the wife of Gerrit Grotenhaus, of Oostburg; G. 
W., who died after reaching his majority; and Henry, Jr., who died at the age of 
twenty-four. : 

Gerrit Vervelde was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public 
schools of Wilson township, remaining with his parents until he was thirty years 
of age. Previously, however, he had purchased thirteen acres of land and later 
added to his holdings by purchasing twenty acres adjoining it, making in all 
thirty-three acres of land upon which he engaged in farming for himself. He 
Was very successful in the conduct of his agricultural interests and later he pur- 
chased forty-two acres additional, his farm now consisting of seventy-five acres 

of highly developed land located in Wilson township. 
Mr. Vervelde has been twice married. On May 30, 1883, he wedded Miss 

Bertha Heinen and to that union was born one child, Betty, who resides at home 
with her father. On August 20, 1895, Mr. Vervelde married Miss Hattie Jen- ; 
Unk, of Holland township, and to them the following children have been born:
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Henry, Bernet, Jennie, John, William, Harry, Louis, Alice, Gerrit, Edward and 
Angeline, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Vervelde is affiliated with the republican party, and he and his family are 

members of the Christian Reformed church of Oostburg. Mr. Vervelde is one 

of the successful and universally respected citizens of Sheboygan county. He 
is known to be a man ready at all times to lend his assistance to any public 
measure having for its object the educational, religious and material advancement 
of the people of the community in which he lives. 

PAUL KNAUER. . 

Paul Knauer who is successfully engaged in general farming and dairying 
on section 17 Plymouth township is one of the capable and enterprising agri- 
culturists of Sheboygan county, of which he is a native. His birth occurred in 
Plymouth township on the 28th of February, 1860, and he is a son of Louis 
Knauer, one of the highly esteemed and honored pioneer farmers of the county, 
The father was born in Brandenburg, Germany, June 25, 1821, and was one of 
the six children of Carl Knauer, an extensive landowner. The family were all 
given the advantages of a good education, and the son Louis, who was impli- 
cated in the rebellion of 1848, was the only one to become a citizen of the United 

States. He emigrated to America in 1849, and for eight years thereafter he 
was employed in the copper mines in the upper Michigan peninsula in the vicin- 
ity of Lake Superior. At the expiration of that time he came to Sheboygan 

county and purchased-some land on section 16 of Plymouth township and turned 

his attention to agricultural pursuits. His tract had been partially cleared and 

cultivated by the Indians, who had a burying ground located there, and was a 

most desirable holding. Mr. Knauer was a man of more than average capabil- 
ity and foresight and met with success in the cultivation and improvement of 

his farm, upon which he lived until 1893, when he retired from active business 
and removed to Plymouth, where his death occurred on the 3d of November, 

1900. He was married twice. His first union was with Miss Agatha Zimmerman, 
who was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1829. She came to the United 

States alone and here she met Mr. Knauer to whom she was married in 1857, 

the event being celebrated in Sheboygan. Six children were born to them, one 
of whom died in infancy. Those who lived to attain maturity were as follows: 

Carl, who was a resident of Milwaukee, now deceased; Paul, our subject; Minnie, 

who died at the age of eighteen years; Mary, who is living in Los Angeles, 
California; and Otto, also a resident of Milwaukee, now deceased. The mother 

passed away in 1868, and two years later the father married Miss Sophia Dunk- 

wardt, and to them were born several children, all of whom died in infancy. 

Mr. Knauer was a man of excellent standards and unquestionable integrity, who 
was held in high esteem in his community in the progress and development of 

which he took an active interest. 
The boyhood and early youth of Paul Knauer were passed in a manner 

similar to those of other lads reared in the country at that period. He attended 
the public schools in the acquirement of an education and assisted his father with
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the work of the farm at such times as he was not engaged with his lessons. 
After leaving school ne gave his undivided attention to agricultural pursuits and 
at the age of twenty- ree vears he rented the old homestead and began farming 
ur his own account. fe continued in this for six years, and at the expiration 

of that time he removed to Plymouth, but a few months later he resumed farm- 

ing west of Plymouth, where he rented a place that he cultivated for a year. 

In 1891 he purchased his pr«sent farm, located on section 17 of Plymouth town- 
ship, and here he has ever since resided. He has wrought extensive improve- 

ments on this place during the period of his ownership, having erected a large, 
commodious barn and substantial outbuildings, while he has cleared and placed 

under cultivation forty acres of land. He engages in diversified farming and 

in connection with this he makes a specialty of dairying, raising such cattle as 

he requires to replenish his herd, which is comprised of graded Holsteins. He 

is also extensively engaged in the raising of hogs, confining his attention to the 
Chester White breed. Mr. Knauer has brought eighty acres of his farm under 

high cultivation, and annually gathers therefrom abundant harvests that amply 

reward him for his intelligent care and labor. His place is equipped with every- 
thing necessary to its cultivation, and the general appearance and condition of 

the property manifests the life of activity he leads as well as the competent su- 
pervision he exercises in the direction of his undertakings. 

On the 9th of November, 1882, Mr. Knauer was united in marriage to Miss 
Henrietta Fritz, a daughter of Gottfried Fritz, a native of Wurtemberg, whose 
birth occurred in 1824. He emigrated to the United States in his early man- 
hood and came direct to Sheboygan county. He located in Lima township dur- 
ing the pioneer days and there for many years he engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, his death occurring in 1891. Mrs. Knauer is the second in order of birth 
of the four children born to her parents. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Knauer 
numbered six, but one died in infancy. In order of birth the others are as 
follows: Ella, the wife of Arthur Isenloth of Rhine township, this county, who 
has one daughter Leila; Alma, who married Joe Faas of Plymouth township by 
whom she had one child, Pearl; Flora, the wife of Otto Schultz, also of Ply- 
mouth, who has one child; Arthur, who married Mabel Brown and has one 
child, Ione, also a resident of Plymouth township; and Alfred, who is living 
in Alberta, Canada. The wife and mother passed away on the 2d of March, 
1912. The entire life of Mr. Knauer has been passed in the vicinity of his 
Present homestead, where he is accorded the esteem and respect he merits by 
reason of his well spent years and high standards of citizenship. 

JOHN LUTZ. 

John Lutz is a well known citizen throughout the county of Sheboygan, in 
which for many years he has been engaged in a successful merchandising busi- 
ness. He was born in Wiirtemberg, Germany, on the 2d of May, 1868, and is 
a son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lutz. With his parents he emigrated to America 

1881 and settled on a farm near Sheboygan, Wisconsin. His father later pur- 
chased a farm of fifteen acres and in addition to the cafe required in the culti- 
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vation of this land he also leased additional land on which he conducted a gen- 
eral farming business. To Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lutz seven children were born, 
six of whom survive. Andrew is the owner of farm lands in Nebraska and at 
present is living a retired life in the city of Sheboygan. Martha, who resides in 
Sheboygan, is the wife of Charles Rohde, who is by occupation a farmer. Ager 
is the deceased wife of Charles Hildebrandt, who is engaged in the grocery busi- 
ness in Sheboygan. Five children were born to them. Annie became the wife of 
George Keller, of Sheboygan, and the mother of two children. Mr. Keller is 
by profession a moulder and at present is the foreman of the shop in which he is 
employed. Joseph, who is married and has four children, is engaged in factory 
contracting. John, the subject of this review, is the next ‘member of the family, 
Martin, of Sheboygan, who is married and has four children, is employed in a 
chair factory. ; 

John Lutz was reared in his father’s home and educated in the public schools 
of Sheboygan. where he also attended the parochial schools, from which he was 
graduated upon the completion of his course of studies. Immediately following 
his graduation he was employed in various factories in Sheboygan and later en- 
tered into partnership with his brother-in-law, Charles Hildebrandt, and en- 
gaged in the general grocery and notion business. In this concern he remained 
for a period of twenty consecutive years, at the end of which time he disposed of 
his entire holdings in the establishment, selling his interest to Charles Hilde- 
brandt, after which he became the proprietor of a saloon and dance hall one block 
south of the city limits on South Eighth street. He is a member of the Eagles 
and the Turnverein. 

JACOB NEUHAUS. | 

Jacob Neuhaus, the former president of The Sheboygan Fruit Box Com- 
pany, who is now living retired in this city, was born at Newton, Manitowoc 
county, Wisconsin, on the 25th of March, 1852, and is a son of William and 

Eliza Neuhaus. The father was born on the Rhine and reared in Germany, 

whence he emigrated to the United States about 1837, locating in Manitowoc 
county. . There he acquired some timber land that he cleared and improved and 
energetically applied himself to its cultivation during the remainder of his active 

life. He was one of the first agriculturists in this section of the state, and as 
the country was but sparsely settled at that time, the winters severe and the 

roads little more than blazed trails, he endured all of the hardships and priva- 

tions incident to pioneering. He passed away in 1896 at the age of seventy-three 
years and was laid to rest in the cemetery at Newton, where the mother who 

died in 1892 at the age of sixty-four, is also buried. Mr. Neuhaus was a re- 
publican in his political views and gave his unqualified support to the men and 
measures of that party. 

The boyhood and youth of Jacob Neuhaus were not unlike those of other 
farmer lads who were reared in Wisconsin during the pioneer days. He early 
began assisting his father about the farm, thus laying the foundation for an 

agricultural career, and pursued his studies in the public schools of Newton.
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After laying aside his text-books, at the age of fourteen, he gave his undivided 

attention to the farm work, remaining at home until he was eighteen. As the 
| family was large and his father then had ample assistance he started out to make 

his own way in the world. For six years thereafter he worked out as a farm 

hand, but in 1876 he invested his savings in a tract of land that had formerly 

belonged to his fathet-in-law, and began farming on his own account. He as- 

siduously applied himself to the further improvement and cultivation of this 

property for thirty-one years. In November, 1907, he withdrew from the work 
of the fields and came to Sheboygan and went to teaming for The Sheboygan 

Fruit Box Company. Later he purchased an interest in the business and in 1908 

he became president of the company, retaining that office until October, 1911, 

when he retired. 

Mr. Neuhaus was married on the 7th of April, 1876, to Miss Sophie Nagel, 

and to them were born three children: Lydia, who married Albert Martin, a 

farmer of Sheboygan county; Emma, who is the wife of Ferdinand Eick, who 
is engaged in farming at Herman, this county; and Albert, who is living on the 
old homestead. The mother passed away in 1883 and on the 2d of November, 

1884, the father married Miss Maria Strassburger, who died on February 7, 
1911, and is buried in Herman township. To Mr. Neuhaus and his second wife 

there were born four children, as follows: Laura, the wife of Fred Johanning, 
a farmer of Sheboygan Falls; Louis, who is employed at The Sheboygan Fruit 
Box Company; and Alma and Hilda, who are living with their father at the 
family home at 2233 North Fifteerth street. 

Mr. Neuhaus is a member of Zion Reformed church and he also belongs to 
the Benevolent Association connected with the church, while his political support 

he gives to the republican party. For many years Mr. Neuhaus led a life of 
intense activity and diligence and is now able to pass his latter days in well 
earned peace and rest. 

HENRY E. HARTMAN. 

Henry E. Hartman is well known in Wilson township where he has spent 
his whole life, having been born at the family homestead in August, 1875. His 
Parents were Evert and Jane B. (Beckers) Hartman, whose marriage occurred 
in Holland, May 12, 1855. He is the brother of Derrick J. Hartman, of Oost- 

burg, the cousin of Henry W. Hartman, sketches of whom appear elsewhere 
in this book. 

The youth of Henry E, Hartman was spent upon his father’s farm, where his 

time was divided between attendance at the district school, participation in boyish 

Sports and pastimes and the performance of the less arduous tasks about the 
farm. Unlike many young men who leave their country homes to join the 
throngs which congest the great cities, Henry E. Hartman chose to remain in 
the community among whose members he numbered his friends, and not even 
at the time of his marriage, which occurred in his thirty-second year, did he 
Temove from the home place, to which he was bound by many close associa- 
tions. He assisted in the cultivation of the fine farm which his grandfather
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and father had developed from the wild land which the former had purchased in 
1846, and in all departments of agricultural work he became experienced. [y 
1907 he purchased sixty-five acres on section 32, Wilson township, which he has 
developed into an attractive property, where he carries on general farming and 
dairying. He belongs to the younger generation of agriculturists, many of whom 
are devoting their best energies to the development of what is termed Scientific 
farming and to whom the study of the soil, the breeding of blooded stock and 
the cultivation of improved plant varieties are matters of deep interest. 

On the 26th of June, 1907, Mr. Hartman was united in marriage to Miss 
Minnie Lemke, a daughter of Herman Lemke, a resident of the adjoining town- 
ship of Holland. They are the parents of two daughters: Marie, born April 
18, 1908; and Evelyn, whose birth occurred July 24, 1911. 

Mr. Hartman is a member of the Dutch Reformed church, in which denomi- 
nation many of his ancestors and relatives have been prominent. The spirit of 
progressiveness is characteristic of Mr. Hartman and the measure of success 
which has attended his labors is attributable entirely to his industry, perseverance 
and resourcefulness. 

JOHN BUELKE. : 

John Buelke, one of the prominent and prosperous citizens of Sheboygan 
county, devotes his attention to general agricultural pursuits in Lyndon township 
and is an extensive landowner. His birth occurred in Pommern, Germany, on the 
28th of January, 1854, his parents being Fred and Minnie (Kruger) Buelke, 
both of whom were likewise natives of Pommern, the former born in 1810, and 
the latter about 1814. Fred Buelke was an agriculturist by occupation, owning 
and operating a farm of eighty acres in Pommern, where his demise occurred 
in 1886. His wife also passed away in the fatherland, her death occurring about 
1896. They had nine children, six of whom still survive and four of whom are 
residents of the United States. 

John Buelke obtained his education in Germany and when a youth of nine- 
teen crossed the Atlantic to the United States in company with a sister. August, 
the oldest son of the family, had emigrated to this country five years before and 
Paul, another brother of our subject, had landed on American shores one year 
previous to the arrival of John. Leaving his sister in Milwaukee, John Buelke 
came to Sheboygan county and began working for the Jewetts at Winooski, re- 
maining in their employ for eight years. After the death of Glanville Jewett, 
who had charge of the asylum, Mr. Buelke was appointed in his place and had 
the care of the inmates for nearly four years, at the same time attending to his 
farming duties. After eight years’ experience as a farm hand in this country 
he purchased the tract of one hundred and sixty acres on which he now resides, 
erected all of the buildings thereon and made many substantial improvements. 
Subsequently he bought a farm of one hundred and twenty acres about two miles 
west of his home place and this tract is now occupied by his son Paul. The 
farm now occupied by his son George is a tract of eighty acres which he pur- 
chased south of Plymouth and on which he erected a house and barns. Mr.
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Buelke devotes his attention to the pursuits of general farming and dairying, 

has about forty head of high grade cattle and has begun to improve his herd by 

keeping thoroughbred Holsteins. The prosperity which he now enjoys is all 

the more creditable by reason of the fact that he came to this country empty 

handed and had to depend entirely upon his industry and ability for whatever 

success he might hope to achieve. 

On the 25th of October, 1879, Mr. Buelke was united in marriage to Miss 

Louisa Fischer, a native of Germany and a daughter of William Fischer. Mrs. 

Buelke was brought to this country in infancy and was married in Milwaukee. 

She is the mother of nine children, namely: Emma, who was born in 1880 and 

is now the wife of August Ebelt, of Sheboygan county; Katie, who was born 
in 1882 and died at the age of twenty-one; Paul, whose birth occurred in 1885 
and is now married; George, who was born in 1887 and is also married; Wil- 

liam, who was born in 1889 and is still at home; Lottie, whose natal year was 

1894 and who now follows the profession of teaching; Clemens, who was born 

in 1892; Walter, born in 1897; and Louisa, whose birth occurred in 1900. 
In politics Mr. Buelke is a republican, exercising his right of franchise in 

support of the men and measures of that party. He is a Baptist in religious 
faith and erected the church of that denomination at Waldo without financial 
or other assistance. The hope that led him to leave his native land and seek a 
home in America has been more than realized. He found the opportunities he 

sought,—which, by the way, are always open to the ambitious, energetic man,— 
and making the best of these he has steadily worked his way upward. He pos- 
sesses the resolution, preservance and reliability so characteristic of his nation, 

and his name is now enrolled among the best citizens of Sheboygan county, within 

the borders of which he has resided for almost four decades. 

JOSEPH. GRAFF. 

Joseph Graff, who is engaged in stock-raising near the city limits in She- 
boygan township, is one of Sheboygan county’s enterprising native sons, his 

birth having occurred in Holland on the 18th of January, 1855. His parents 

were Nicholas and Marian (Seigler) Graff, who located here during the pioneer 
period. The father was born in the grand duchy of Luxemburg in 1812, and 
there he passed the first thirty-six years of his life. In 1848 he emigrated to 

the United States, settling in the state of New York, where for six years he 

was engaged in truck gardening. He gave this up in 1854 and came to Wis- 

consin, locating in Sheboygan county. He purchased eighty acres of land in 

Holland township that he cultivated for two years, then selling it he removed to 
the city of Sheboygan and bought eighty acres adjoining the city limits. This 
has since been taken into the city and is the property of the South Sheboygan 

Land Company, who have surveyed and subdivided it into residence lots. He 
Prospered in his agricultural pursuits and later he extended the boundaries of 
his farm by the purchase of another tract of one hundred and twenty acres, 
making his holdings aggregate two hundred acres, all adjacent to the city. He 
resided on his farm until his death in 1888, but lived retired during his latter
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years. Mr. and Mrs. Graff were married in New York state shortly before 
coming to Wisconsin, and to them were born eight children, five of whom are 
living. In order of birth they are as follows: Joseph, our subject; Margaret, 
the wife of Henry Kane of Sheboygan; Barbara, who married Philip Sonneborn, 
of this city, by whom she has one child; Mary, the wife of Thomas Dunn, a 
farmer in Wilson township, and the mother of three children; and Anthony, a 
resident of Sheboygan, who is married and has three children. 

The education of Joseph Graff was acquired in the district and German par- 
ochial schools of this county, during which time he was also assisting his father 
with the work of the farm, thus qualifying himself to become an agriculturist, 
He has long made a specialty of stock-raising and has been very successful. 

‘ On the 28th of November, 1882, Mr. Graff was married to Miss Frances 
Roltgen, a daughter of Bartholomew and Jennie Roltgen, both natives of Ger- 
many. When they first came to this country they located on a farm in the state of 
New York, but later they removed to Sheboygan county, where the father bought 
a farm that he operated during the remainder of his active life. Both are now 
deceased, the mother having passed away on July 7, 1896, and the father on the 
24th of March, torr. Mr. and Mrs. Graff have had eight children, seven of 
whom are still living: Jennie, the wife of Michael Mannebach, manager of the 
Palace Meat Market, Ravenswood, Chicago, by whom she had three children; 
John, a farmer at Greenbush, this county, who is married and has two children: 
Jerome, who is living in Chicago; Bartholomew, Eva and Joseph, who are at 
home; and Mary, who is a sister in St. Agnes’ convent. The family are all 
communicants of the Roman Catholic church, in the faith of which the parents 
were reared. 

WILLIAM H. BURHOP. 

William H. Burhop, who owns and operates a cigar factory in Sheboygan in 
connection with which he has been conducting a saloon since 1908, is a native 
of Hanover, Germany, his birth having occurred on the 7th of March, 1871. He 
is a son of Fred and Anna Burhop, likewise natives of Hanover, whence they 
emigrated to the United States with their family in 1882, locating in Sheboygan, 
where they have ever since resided. Here the father found employment as a 

laborer in some of the local factories, continuing to engage in work of this kind 

until his retirement. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Burhop, four of 

whom are still living, as follows: William H., our subject; Fred, who is in 

partnership with his brother in the cigar business; Anna, the wife of Harry 

Quast, living in Sheboygan; and Charles, who is a cigarmaker in the employ of 
his brothers. 

The first eleven years in the life of William H. Burhop were passed in the 
city of his birth, where he began his education, completing it in the parochial 
schools of Sheboygan. After his confirmation at the age of fourteen years, he 
laid aside his text-books and entered a cigar factory in the capacity of an ap- 
prentice. He continued to follow this trade, after completing his period of 
service, until 1894, when he established his factory. As he had but limited
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means it was necessary for him to begin on a very small scale, but he has in- 

creased his establishment during the intervening years, and now gives employ- 

ment to four men. In 1908, Mr. Burhop extended his business interests by 

opening a saloon in a building adjoining his factory, and has ever since been con- 

ducting both of these enterprises. 

In this ‘city on the 21st of October, 1893, Mr. Burhop was married to Miss 

Anna Gerber, a daughter of John Gerber, a native of Germany, and to them 

have been born two children: Irma and Arno, both of whom are in school. 
Mr Burhop is a member of the Phoenix Aid and the Sheboygan Mutual Aid 

Societies, and in politics he is a democrat, but he has never aspired to public 
office, always having given his entire attention to the development of his private 
interests. 

OTTO C. MENZ. 

Otto C. Menz, who is conducting a wine and liquor business on the corner 

of Indiana avenue and Fifteenth street, Sheboygan, was born in Prenzlau, Ger- 

many, on the 5th of December, 1880, and is a son of Christian and Ernestine 

Menz. The parents were born, reared and married in the old country, whence 

they emigrated to the United States in 1883, settling in Sheboygan. For four- 
teen years prior to leaving Germany, Christian Menz engaged in the manufacture 

of wood alcohol, and he also followed farming in his native land. After be- 

coming a resident of this city, however, he first worked in the brickyard, but 

later he was employed in the various local factories, leading an active life until 
his death on August 14, 1906. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Menz, 
five of whom are still living, as follows: Anna, the wife of August Bindt, a 

pattern maker, by whom she had five children; William, a molder, who is 

married and has three children; Mary, the wife of William Ramus; Otto C., our 

subject; and Herman, who is living at home with his mother. They are all 
residents of this city. 

Otto C. Menz, who was a child of only three years when he accompanied his 

parents on their removal to the United States, was educated in the public and 

German Lutheran parochial schools of this city. A'fter laying aside his text- 

books he worked in a shop for two years, but at the end of that time he accepted 

a position in the grocery store of G. W. Schmitt. He was an ambitious youth 
of earnest purpose and intelligently applied himself to acquiring not only a 

thorough knowledge of the grocery business but of commercial methods gen- 
erally, with the expectation of later engaging in business for himself. He re- 

mained in the employ of Mr. Schmitt for eight years, then resigned his position 
and went to work in a coffee store. A year later he withdrew from this and 
went into business for himself. He has a good location and as his establishment 
is well conducted he has built up a lucrative trade. 

On the 2d of June, 1908, Mr. Menz was united in marriage to Miss Clara 
Hearbst, a native of this county and a daughter of August and Johanna Hearbst, 
who were born and reared in Germany, the father in Hanover and the mother in 
Schleswig. They emigrated to the United States during their early years, locat- —
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ing on a farm in Wilson township, this county. Mr. Menz is one of the active 
members of the United Aid Society and the Phoenix Labor Aid Society and has 
hosts of friends, being a man of generous impulses and genial nature, who is 
always ready to assist those who are unfortunate with his ready sympathy and aid, 

GUSTAVE A, SCHULZ, 

The fertile farm lands of Sheboygan county, the rich fields and the productive 
dairies are one of the most prominent sources of the wealth and progress of that 
section of the country. The farms which are now planted to wheat, corn and other 
grains, and which stretch out in all directions over a prosperous country, have 
been wrested from a wilderness by the sturdy pioneers who cleared the timber 
and spent their lives in preparing the land for cultivation. Gustave A, Schulz 
is a prominent example of the rewards which come to the intelligent farmer. 
He was born on March 9, 1862, a son of John M. Schulz, a native of Wurttem- 
berg, Germany, and of Christina (Gabel) Schulz, who was born in Bavaria, that 
country. The former was born on May 28, 1819, and the latter on May 4, 1824. 
The father of the subject of this sketch came to the United States in 1848 and 
in New York pursued his trade of clothes brush manufacturing until he had 
acquired a small amount of money. He then came to the town of Sherman, Wis- 
consin, which was then called Abbott, and bought land just adjoining the town. 
Christina Gabel, the mother of our subject, left Bavaria when she was still a 
young girl, coming to the United States with an uncle of Gustave Schulz. She 
was married in the town of Sherman, some years after her arrival in America, 
and upon her death, August 7, 1885, left nine children: Mary, the wife of Sam- 
uel Rothlisberger, of Worthington, Minnesota; Henry, of Unity, Wisconsin; 
Edward C., a farmer at Packwaukee, Wisconsin; Wesley G., now living in South 
Dakota; Emma, who married Edward Fricker, of Milwaukee; Lena, the wife of 

Herman Yunge, a native of this county; Gustave A., of this sketch; William Als 

deceased; and Carrie, the wife of John Noble, of Milwaukee. Another child, 

Anna, passed away in infancy. 

Gustave A. Schulz was born in Sherman, Wisconsin, and was educated in the 

public schools of the district. His school life was interrupted for two winters 
when he worked in the woods and in a wagon shop, resuming his education in 
the district schools. He rented the farm upon which the family was then living 
for five years, working at various occupations during this time until he was able 

.to save a sum of money sufficient to buy the homestead. He acquired by pur- 
chase at this time the family residence and one hundred and thirty-five acres of 
land surrounding it. Year by year he added to the buildings upon the tract, erect- 

ing many fine barns and out-structures and progressing in this line of activity 
until he was one of the most prominent farmers of the county. In 1898 he built 
the present fine home in which he lives, making it modern and luxurious in every 

detail. He is the proprietor of one of the model farms of Sherman township 
and his equipment has been kept up-to-date and thoroughly new by frequent ad- 
ditions during the years. He makes a specialty of dairying, keeping about twenty- 
five cows of whom six are registered and the remainder of his stock, which is
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very large, is kept up to a very high grade. At one time in his career Gustave A. 

Schulz purchased and operated a farm of three hundred and twenty acres in 

North Dakota but has since sold it and devotes his entire time and attention to the 

home place. Mr. Schulz is also a stockholder and director of the Adel State 

Bank. He has been prominent for many years in republican politics of his dis- 

trict, in which line of activity his progressive ideas have gained for him a local 
reputation and have been rewarded by several public offices. He served in the 
capacity of supervisor of the school board, in which he did efficient and promi- 

ment work. He was town treasurer for a number of years and committeeman at 
several republican conventions, serving as treasurer of the republican county 

progressive committee for some time. 

On October 7, 1887, Mr. Schulz married Miss Anna M. Hammen, a daughter 
of Phillip Hammen, a native of Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Schulz were born 

eight children, of whom two died in infancy. The rest are living with their parents 
on the home farm and are as follows: Carmen, born August 20, 1890; Lawrence, 
born December 12, 1892; Minerva, born March 8, 1896; Chester, born June 12, 

1898; Mabel, born February 16, 1904; and Kermit, born January 25, 1910. Gus- 
tave Schulz and wife are members of the Evangelical Associated church of 
Batavia and he is a trustee of the church and of the church building for this 
district. Fraternally he is prominent in the Modern Woodmen camp. He is 
thoroughly versed in all the many details of the occupation of farming and takes 
a great pride in keeping his model farm and his splendid dairy in an up-to-date 
condition. He is a prominent citizen of his district where he is esteemed and 

honored for the many qualities of mind and heart which have made him in the 
course of his career a successful and prosperous man. 

AUGUST LUTZE. 

August Lutze is one of the prominent representatives of insurance interests 
in Sheboygan where he is conducting business as a partner in the firm of Ernest 
Lutze Sons Company. A loan department has also been established and both 
branches of the business are proving profitable owing to the careful direction, | 
keen insight and indefatigable energy of the members of the company. 

Of the city in which he makes his home, August Lutze is a native son, his 
birth having here occurred June 5, 1888. His father, Ernest Lutze was born in 
Isenburg, Hanover, Germany, November 1, 1851, and was about four years of age 
when brought to America by his parents, Christian and Sophia (Prinz) Lutze. 
On reaching American shores the journey was continued across the country to 
Sheboygan county. Christian Lutze was a millwright by trade and erected the 
first linseed oil mill in this section of the state. There were no nails or iron used 
and yet its joinings made a perfect construction. Christian Lutze continued a 
tesident of Sheboygan county to the time of his death, which occurred in 1887 
when he was eighty-five years of age. His son, Ernest Lutze was reared in this 
county amid the primitive conditions of pioneer life, for the work of develop- 
ment and improvement had scarcely been begun when the family home was 
established in Sheboygan county. He attended the public schools and after
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putting aside his text-books began learning the trades of carpentering and ship- 
building. He became an expert workman in those lines, and followed his occupa- 
tion until 1887 when he withdrew from that connection and established an insu- 
rance business. He was one of the oldest insurance men of Sheboygan at the time 
of his demise, which occurred May 17, 1907. He was reared in the Lutheran 
church and his life, ever honorable and upright, was in harmony with his profes- 
sions. His political allegiance was given to the democratic party, and he was 
one of its recognized local leaders. For seventeen terms he filled the Office of 

. supervisor and was serving as alderman of the city at the time of his death. He 
labored untiringly for the interests of his party and principles which constituted 
its platform and his practical efforts were an element in promoting its growth 
and establishing its influence. 

Ernest Lutze was united in marriage to Anna Kleinhaus who was born in 
Westphalia, Germany, February 7, 1853, a daughter of William and Marianna 
(Grube) Kleinhaus. Mrs. Lutze came to America in 1870 when a young lady 
of seventeen years, making the trip to Sheboygan with friends. By her mar- 
riage she became the mother of eight children of whom five are yet living: 
Marie, at home; Charles F., a teacher in the public schools of Sheboygan, who 
married Alma Gerbing of Mosel township and has a daughter, Gertrude; Ernest 
who is acting secretary of the Winter Lumber Company and married Alma 
Ahlers, by whom he has one child, Margaret ; August; and Sophia who is a high- 
school pupil. : 

At the usual age, August Lutze entered the public schools, passing through 
the consecutive grades until he left the high school to enter upon business life. 
He was first employed at office work as bookkeeper and stenographer for two 
years and subsequently he succeeded his father in business, becoming a member 
of the firm of Ernest Lutze Sons Company in the conduct of a general fire in- 
surance and loan business. This company writes a large amount of insurance 
annually and in the loan department its business is steadily increasing. Mr. 
Lutze recognizes the fact that close application and unfaltering energy are in- 
dispensable elements of success and upon those qualities as a basis he is building 
his prosperity. He resides with his mother and they attend the Lutheran church. 
The family from pioneer times has been a prominent and honored one in this 
county and the business record of August Lutze adds new lustre to an un- 
tarnished family name. 

CHARLES LIEBETRAU. ; 

Charles Liebetrau, the owner of a fine farm of one hundred and fifteen acres 
in Lyndon township, has remained a resident of Sheboygan county from his birth 
to the present time, his natal day being March 18, 1856. His parents, Conrad 
and Dorothy (Henry) Liebetrau, were both natives of Germany. The father, 
who emigrated to the United States after the close of the Civil war, came direct 
to Sheboygan county and purchased a farm of eighty acres in Greenbush town- 
ship, which he operated for a number of years. Disposing of that property, he 
purchased the farm of one hundred and fifteen acres which is now in possession
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of our subject and remained thereon until his death, which occurred in 1886. 

It was in this county that he wedded Miss Dorothy Henry, who had come to the 
United States with her parents. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Liebetrau were 
born three children, as follows: Charles, of this review; Henrietta, who is mar- 

ried and resides in Green Bay, Wisconsin; and Ricka, who is married and lives 

in Sheboygan county. ‘ 
Charles Liebetrau obtained his education in the schools of this county and 

after putting aside his text-books assisted his father in the operation of the 
home farm, which he inherited at the time of the latter’s death. He has since 

devoted his attention to its further cultivation and improvement and now owns 

a model farming property, on which is a handsome residence, substantial barn 

and all necessary outbuildings for the shelter of grain and stock. He keeps 
twenty-one head of high grade Holstein cattle and is recognized as one of the 

substantial and progressive agriculturists of his community. 
On June 18, 1883, Mr. Liebetrau was united in marriage to Miss Paulina 

Torke, a daughter of Gottfried Torke, who was a native of Germany. Our sub- 
ject and his wife have five children, namely: Robert, who wedded Miss Ella 
Phiefer arid resides in this county; Emma, who was born November 21, 1884, 

and is now the wife of John Moll, of Holland township; Alma, whose birth oc- 

curred August 31, 1886, and who gave her hand in marriage to Adolph Moll, of 
Holland township ; Oscar, whose birth occurred October 20, 1889, and who is still 

at home; and Walter, who was born’ August 12, 1892, and is also yet under the 

parental roof. Charles Liebetrau gives his political allegiance to the republican 

party and his religious faith is that of the Lutheran church. In his social rela- 
tions he manifested those qualities which win warm regard and lasting friendship 
and is widely known in the county of his nativity. 

HENRY W. HARTMAN. 

Henry W. Hartman is well known in Sheboygan county, where he was born 
and grew to manhood and where he and the members of his family have taken 
the parts of active and progressive citizens. He was born September 2, 1874, 
in Wilson township, and is a son of Derrick J. and A. L. Aida (Kroschot) 
Hartman, the former born July 14, 1821, and the latter September 20, 1838. In 
1846 the father came to Wilson township with his father, also Derrick J. by 
name, and his brother, Evert, and together they purchased the whole of section 
32, and one hundred and sixty acres on section 31. Eventually a small part of 
this was sold but the greater part was divided upon the father’s death between 
the brothers Derrick J., the father of Henry W., of this review, and Evert. 
Derrick J. Hartman lived upon his land throughout his lifetime and after having 
sold portions of his original property still retained two hundred and forty acres 
at the time of his death, which occurred July 10, 1888, a few days before his 

sixty-seventh birthday. His wife was a native of Gelderland, Holland, a daugh- 
ter of John William and Berandina (Ten Dame) Kroschot, early settlers of Wil- 
Son township. She passed away upon the home farm September 12, 1884, only a 
few days before her forty-sixth birthday. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Der-
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rick J. Hartman numbered twelve children and the six living all reside within 
the borders of Sheboygan county. They are as follows: John, who resides in 
Oostburg; Cena, who is the wife of William Veldboom, who purchased a part 
of the Hartman homestead upon which he resides; Delia, who makes her home 
with her sister, Mrs. Veldboom; Hannah, who is the wife of William Dirkse, 
of Wilson township, who owns a part of the original Hartman farm; Henry, 
the subject of this sketch; and Jacob, who makes his home with his brother 
Henry. The parents were members of the Reformed church at Oostburg and 
earnest workers in its behalf, and for many years Mr. Hartman was one of the 
church officers. 

Henry W. Hartman received his education in district school No. 5, in Wilson 
township. When he was about fourteen years of age he lost his father and after 
that time he and his brother Jacob assisted their older brother John with the work 
of the farm. When Henry attained his majority he received eighty acres of land 
as his share of his father’s property but later he sold this tract and purchased 
the eighty acres which had been his brother Jacob’s share in the homestead and 
upon this farm he makes his home. He has specialized upon his dairy, which 
he conducts in a thorough manner, and he also raises a considerable amount of 
grain. For twenty years he has operated a threshing outfit which he owned in 
partnership with his brother Jacob for the first two years but has since owned 
independently. 

On the 27th of October, 1897, Mr. Hartman was united in martiage to Miss 
Peternella Daane, a daughter of William and Minnie (Wickham) Daane. The 
parents were former residents of Wilson township but now make their home in 
Fairwater. Mr. and Mrs. Hartman are the parents of seven chilaren, as fol- 
lows: John, aged fourteen; Wilma, aged eleven; Elmer, aged nine; Oscar, aged 
seven; Luella, aged four; Esther, aged two; and Elizabeth, born November 27; 
1911. Mr. Hartman is a republican but never having sought office does not 
actively engage in political affairs, preferring to center his interest upon the edu- 
cation of his children, and to concentrate his energies upon the development of 
his farm property. He is a member of the reformed church of Oostburg, in 

which he is serving his first term as deacon. The measures of prosperity to 
which he bas attained is well merited and reflects great credit upon him. 

JOHN STAPLES. 

John Staples is one of the recent acquisitions to the business circles of She- 

boygan, where he has been conducting a grocery store since January, 1912, at 

Indiana avenue and the city line. He is a native of this state, his birth having 
occurred at Marshfield on the 23d of January, 1883, and the eldest son of Wenzel 
and Katherine Staples. The parents are both natives of Germany, whence the 

father emigrated to the United States in 1868. He was trained to agricultural 

pursuits and during the early years of his manhood devoted his energies to farm- 

ing, but for the past eighteen years he has been foreman of a veneer factory. 
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Staples numbered four, those beside our subject 

being as follows: Frances, the wife of Joseph Kaeser, of Sheboygan, and the
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mother of one daughter; Katherine, the wife of William Lane, of Sparta, Wis- 
consin, and the mother of one daughter; and Margaret, who is at home. 

The boyhood and youth of John Staples were passed in his native town in 
whose public schools he obtained his education. In 1898, he left home and went 
to Fond du Lac, this state, where he engaged in the hotel and saloon business as 
proprietor of the Fountain City hotel. He conducted this hostelry for eighteen 
months, and at the expiration of that time engaged in the grocery business in 
Fond du Lac. Two and a half years later he disposed of his store and took a 
position as bar tender. He continued to follow this occupation for seven years, 
and at the expiration of that time resigned his position and came to Sheboygan. 
In January, 1912, he purchased the store he is now conducting on Indiana ave- 
nue, and although he has been identified with this enterprise for only a few 
months is building up an excellent trade. Mr. Staples is a man of much sagacity 
and foresight and makes a careful and systematic study of the needs and require- 
ments of his business and promotes its development along well defined, positive 
lines. He carries a well assorted stock of staple and fancy groceries of good 
brand and quality which he offers at reasonable prices, and as it is his policy to 
accord his patrons the most courteous and considerate treatment he is building up 
a fine trade and has every reason to feel assured of the success of his enterprise. 

On the 28th of February, 1905, Mr. Staples was united in marriage to Miss 
Anna Mohr, the event being celebrated in Fond du Lac. She is a daughter of 
Jacob and Magdalene (Klapperich) Mohr. The father was for many years en- 
gaged in the tailoring business in the latter city where he passed away in 1897, 
but the mother is still living and continues to reside in Fond du Lac. Two chil- 
dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Staples: Elnora Marie, who is four years 
of age; and one who died in infancy. Mr. Staples is diligent and enterprising 
and is concentrating his entire energies upon his business, which he is promoting 
with a goodly measure of success. 

JENS P. JENSEN. 

To attain through self-exertion a position of affluence is ever a highly credit- 
able achievement, but when this is accomplished in a foreign land by one handi- 
capped by ignorance of the language and customs of the country he is deserving 
of still higher commendation, as it argues the possession of diligence, persever- 
ance and a tenacity of purpose known to but the few. Of such as these is Jens 
P. Jensen, of the firm of J. P. Jensen & Son, general merchants, engaged in busi- 
ness at 1501 South Twelfth street, Sheboygan. 

Mr. Jensen was born in Denmark on the 11th of May, 1849, and is a son of 
Jens Jensen. The first twenty years of his life he passed in the land of his birth, 
but at the expiration of that time he came to the United States seeking his for- 
tune. He was not a dreamer nor an idler, but a hardworking, thrifty, ambitious 
man, who not only aspired to make a success of his life, but determined to ac- 
complish his desire. He came direct to Wisconsin upon his arrival in this country, locating in Oshkosh, where for a time he worked as a day laborer. After acquiring a knowledge of the language and customs of the country he
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sought other employment and finally obtained a position in the Neenah Stove 
Works, at Neenah, this state, remaining in their service for seventeen years in 
the capacity of a moulder. During that period he accumulated sufficient capital 
to enable him to engage in business for himself, so he came to Sheboygan and 
opened a general mercantile store at his present location. He encountered the 
usual difficulties and obstacles experienced by every man who attempts to estab- 
lish a business without credit on a limited capital, but he possessed keen discern- 
ment and readily utilized to his advantage opportunities that would not have been 
recognized by one of less perspicacity. His store is located in a good trade dis- 
trict, though removed from the business section of the city, and although com- 
petition is not so keen, it has required judicious buying and a close and careful 
study of the needs and circumstances of his customers to build up the excellent 
patronage he now enjoys. In all probability his is the largest general mercantile 
business in the outlying portions of the city, which fact must be attributed to 
the policy he has adopted in the conduct of his enterprise, as well as his energy 
and progressive methods. He has other business interests and is one of the 
stockholders of the Citizens’ Bank and the Miller Piano Company. 

For his wife and helpmate Mr. Jensen chose Miss Mary Frederickson, who 
passed away in 1896, at the age of fifty-six years, and to them were born four 
children. William married Dora Krambrink, and has three children. Edward 

married Jane Stoker and has two children. Both sons are engaged in business 
with their father. John living in Sheboygan is employed in the postoffice there. 
Anna, the youngest makes her home with her parents. 

Mr. Jensen is a member of the Methodist church, as was also his wife, and 
in politics he is a republican and served for four years as supervisor in his town- 
ship. His success should be an incentive to every enterprising youth, as it is the 
result of personal effort intelligently concentrated on the achievement of a 
definite end. 

CARL MOHS. 

Carl Mohs, who is devoting his time and energies to general agricultural pur- 
suits with excellent results, is the owner of a fine farm of one hundred and 

thirty acres in Plymouth township. He is numbered among the worthy native 
sons of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred in Plymouth in January, 
1862. His father, Henry Mohs, who was born in Germany in 1838, emigrated 

to the United States in 1850 and took up his abode in this county. Mr. Mohs 
of this review acquired his education in the place of his nativity and after putting 
aside his text-books was employed as a farm hand by the month for four years, 

on the expiration of which period he returned home. It was in 1876 that his 
father purchased the present family homestead, in the operation of which he 
has been busily engaged to the present time with the exception of six years, four 
years of which period he spent as a farm hand, while for two years he cultivated a 

. place of his own south of Plymouth. Having purchased the home farm from 

his father, he returned to the same in 1890 and has since devoted his time and 
energies to its further cultivation and improvement. The place comprised eighty
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acres and in 1911 he extended its boundaries by an additional purchase of fifty 
acres. He makes a specialty of dairying and keeps from fifteen to twenty head 
of high grade cattle. 

In April, 1887, Mr. Mohs was united in marriage to Miss Dora Fredick, a 
daughter of August Fredick, who was a native of Germany. Mrs. Mohs was one 
of a family of six daughters, five of whom still survive. Unto our subject and 
his wife have been born ten children, three of whom died in infancy. The 

others are as follows: Minnie, who was born in 1888 and who is now the wife of 
William Lindow; Martin, whose birth occurred in 1889; Henry, whose natal 

year was 1891; Louis, born in 1895; Arthur, whose birth occurred in 1897 ; 

Selma, twin sister of Elsie (deceased), who was born in 1902; and Edgar, born 
in 1904. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Mohs has supported 
the men and measures of the democracy, believing firmly in the principles of 
that party. In religious faith he is a Lutheran. In the county in which his en- 
tire life has been spent he enjoys an enviable reputation as a substantial agricul- 
turist and representative citizen. 

WILLIAM R. VELDBOOM. 

William R. Veldboom is one of the successful and enterprising farmers of 
Sheboygan county, his farm being located on Section 32, Wilson township. He 
was born in Cedar Grove, Holland township, November 30, 1871, and is the son 

of J. H. Roerdink and Janna (Ros) Veldboom, both of whom were natives of 
Holland, born on September, 1841, and on July 11, 1839, respectively. Mr. 
and Mrs. Veldboom were united in marriage in their native land and emigrated 
to America in 1868 and settled in Holland township. For some years Mr. Veld- 
boom was employed as a laborer and later he purchased a farm in Lima township, 

two and one half miles northwest of Gibbsville, where he established his home 

and continued to live until the time of his death which occurred at the age of 

forty-four. The demise of his wife occurred in Lima township, Novem- 
ber 24, 1894. They were both active and influential members of the Dutch Re- 
form church of Gibbsville and to them eight children were born, five of whom 
are still living: William, who is the subject of this review; Minnie, who is the 
wife of Peter W. Daane, of Fairwater, this state; Gerrit, who was born in Lima 
township, April 22, 1877, and was united in marriage to Miss Jennie Vervelde, 
and to them one son has been born, who is now three years of age; John, who 
resides in Hingham, Lima township; and Henry, born April 18, 1881, who was 

united in wedlock to‘Miss Elizabeth Klumpenhauer, and to them three children 
have been born, Herbert, Ida and Alice. 

William R. Veldboom was reared in his father’s home and educated in the 
public schools of Gibbsville. He was engaged in work on his father’s farm until 
he was eighteen years of age and at that time he learned the carpenter’s trade, 
in which occupation he has since continued to be engaged. He is also a stone 
mason and in addition to his business as a carpenter and builder is engaged in 
the business of moving buildings and in the conduct of general farming. In 1896
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he purchased a farm of forty acres in Lima township near Gibbsville upon which 
he established his home the following spring and where he continued to reside 

for three years. In 1900 he sold that property and removed to Wilson township 

where he purchased twenty acres of land on section 32, where he now resides, 

At the time when he purchased that property no building improvements of any 
kind had been made upon it. He has since moved a large barn upon the prop- 

erty and has also erected a new and comfortable dwelling house in which he now 
resides. 

Mr. Veldboom was united in marriage on December 16, 1896, in Wilson 

township, on the Hartman homestead, to Miss Cena Hartman, a daughter of 

Derrick J. Hartman, of whom a more extended review is published in another 

part of this work. Mr. Veldboom is affiliated with the republican party and he 

and his wife are active members of the Christian Reform church of Oostburg, 
of which he has for several years served in the office of deacon. Mrs. Veldboom 
has always been very active in church work and for many years has been a teacher 

in the Sunday school. Mr. Veldboom is an enterprising and successful and 
highly respected citizen of Wilson township and his influence and assistance are 
always to be relied upon in the advancement of any measure seeking the better- 

ment of mankind. 

REV. EDWARD J. MEYER. 

One of the most prominent and influential citizens of Plymouth is the Rev. 
Edward J. Meyer, who for twelve years has been priest at St. John’s and during 
that time has wrought many and extensive changes in the parish. He has worked 
tirelessly in the interest not only of his congregation but the whole community, 
and by his kindly, helpful spirit and the charitableness he has at all times mani- 

fested has greatly endeared himself to the people at large. He is a native of this 
state, having been born at Barton, Washington county, on the 28th of April, 
1867, and is of German extraction as the name would suggest. His father was 

Lieutenant Joseph Meyer, the descendant of a family that has for many gener- 
ations been prominently identified with the military circles of Germany. He was 
born in Treves, Germany, January 21, 1832. The father’s brother was the burgo- 

master of Andernach, a well known and historic city in the Rhinelands. Lieu- 
tenant Meyer, the father, subsequently came to the United States and after a 

brief sojourn in Chicago went to Minnesota with his wife. There he enlisted in 

the army when the first call came for troops in the early days of the Civil war. 
Later he was transferred to an Illinois regiment, and was subsequently promoted 

to the rank of second lieutenant of the Twelfth Louisiand Volunteer Infantry. 

He was honorably discharged on the 16th of March, 1864, and on the 2oth of 

September, 1868, he passed away and was buried in the cemetery at Barton, 
Washington county, this state. The mother of our subject, whose maiden name 

was Barbara Thoma, was also of German birth. Her parents were natives of 

Treves, Germany, whence they emigrated to the United States, locating in Chicago 
during the early days. Later they removed to Washington county, Wisconsin. 

which thereafter was their home.
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Practically the entire life of Father Meyer has been passed in this state. His 

early education was pursued in the parochial school at Barton, and later he 

entered St. Francis’ Seminary at Milwaukee, beginning his studies there in 1883 

and terminating them in 1891, upon the completion of his ecclesiastical course. 

During the succeeding two years he served as assistant priest at St. Michael’s 
parish, Milwaukee. At the expiration of that time the Bishop assigned him 
to Dotyville, Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, where for seven and a half years 

he was in charge of St. Michael’s parish. During that time he erected a new 
church, school and parsonage and strengthened the parish in every way, leaving 

it ina much better condition because of his enthusiastic and diligent work among 
the people. In 1900, he was assigned his present post and during the twelve 

years of his pastorate here has achieved notable results. Soon after beginning 

his duties in St. John’s parish he erected a new school building, and in 1906 he 

built the beautiful church they are now using. Not only has he promoted the 
material welfare of his parish but he has strengthened it spiritually, the congre- 

gation having largely increased under his ministrations. In addition to his work 
here, Father Meyer is in charge of St. Friedolin church at Glenbeulah, this state. 

Father Meyer is unusually well qualified for the manifold duties of his pro- 

fession, not the least of his gifts being a winning personality, strong, forceful 
character and kindly, helpful spirit, all of which unite in gaining him the confi- 
dence and esteem of those with whom he comes in contact. A fine mind, reten- 

tive memory and scholarly instincts united with good powers of organization and 

executive ability well endow him for the duties of spiritual advisor and business 
director in both of which he has manifested high efficiency. He is very popular 
not only among his parishioners but in the community generally, where he has 
won many stanch friends by reason of his progressive spirit and appreciative 
helpful nature. 

FRED G. FIRZLAFF. 

Fred G. Firzlaff, who has been conducting a meat market in Sheboygan for 
the past eleven years, was born in this city on the 13th of February, 1873, and is 
a son of Robert and Amelia (Schneiderwind) Firzlaff. The father was born in 
the province of Pommern, Germany, whence he emigrated to the United States 
in his early manhood. He located in Sheboygan and for several years there- 
after worked as a laborer, thus acquiring sufficient money to enable him to engage 
in farming, which vocation he followed until his death. The family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Firzlaff numbered five, those beside our subject being as follows: Reinhold, 
who is a farmer; Bertha, the wife of Henry Bergander; Sophia, who married 
Otto Marquardt, a moulder, of Sheboygan; and Anna, the wife of William 
Udich, of Sheboygan. 

Fred G. Firzlaff was given the advantages of a common-school education. 
After laying aside his text-books he turned his attention to agricultural pur- 
suits, which he continued to follow until he was about twenty-four years of age, 
when he came to Sheboygan and learned the butcher’s trade. In rgor, he estab- 
lished the market he is now conducting and during the intervening years has 

Vou. W—~12
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succeeded in building up a good trade. He carries fresh and cured meats, fowls 
fish and oysters in season, and as the quality is above question and he is Beco: 
modating to his customers, he is accorded the patronage of some of the City’s 
best families. 

Mr. Firzlaff married Miss Ida Goerlitz, also a native of Sheboygan and a 
daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Bergander) Goerlitz. The father, who was 
a toll-gate keeper, and the mother are both deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Firzlaff 
have two children: Emma, who is eleven years of age; and Barney, who is one 

: and one half years old. 

Mr. and Mrs. Firzlaff are members of the Lutheran church and he belongs 
to the Bethlehem Gemeinde, and in politics he is a democrat and has on several 
occasions represented his district in the ‘local conventions. He is diligent and 
enterprising in his methods and to this must be attributed much of the success 
he has met with in the development of his business. 

FRANK L. BESSINGER. 

Frank L. Bessinger is the successor to the livery business established by his 
father in Sheboygan in 1873. He enjoys the distinction of having been presented 
by the Wisconsin Livery Association with the gold medal of 1888 for owning 
and conducting the livery stable having the finest stock, with the best accessory 
equipment for the business, in the entire state of Wisconsin. His livery barns 
are located on North Eighth street, where the business was first established. He 
was born in the city of Sheboygan, August 29, 1862, his parents being Hubert 
C. and Barbara (Lauer) Bessinger. His paternal grandfather was John Bes- 
singer, a native of Germany, who served as a lieutenant in the war against France 
in 1815, following the guidon of Marshal Blucher, whose command, retreating 
from the battle of Ligny appeared with true Prussian valor on the field of Water- 
loo in time to complete the destruction of the French army, which resulted in 
the permanent overthrow of Napoleon Bonaparte, the terror of Europe. Hubert 
C. Bessinger, the father of our subject, was born in Gruessenheim, near Aschaf- 
fenburg, in the province of Unter Franken, Bavaria, Germany. He served as an 
orderly sergeant during the uprisings in 1848 and 1849. In March, 1851, he 
emigrated to America and settled in Sandusky, Ohio, where he worked on the 
railroad and on steamboats. Retiring from that work he purchased a horse 
and dray and with this modest equipment engaged in the teaming business. In 
1851 he wedded Miss Barbara Lauer, daughter of Dr. John Lauer, who was a 
native of Ottingen, Germany. Miss Lauer, in company with her parents, made 
the journey to this country on the same vessel in which her future husband 
emigrated to America. She was a member of the German Lutheran church, 
distinguished for the beauty of her religious life and highly esteemed by all the 
people in the community in which she lived. She passed from this life 
October 13, 1892. Hubert C. Bessinger was a consistent and faithful member of 
the Catholic church. He died on the 22d of May, 1903, and was buried in Wild- 
wood cemetery, Sheboygan, where the remains of his wife had also been interred. 
They were the parents of eight children.
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Frank L. Bessinger was reared at home and educated in the public schools 
of Sheboygan, later pursuing a commercial course in Spencer’s Business College 
of Milwaukee. After graduating from this institution he was identified with 

his father’s livery business until 1886, at which time he purchased the enterprise 

and has since continued in its conduct, enlarging and improving the business in 
all its departments. 

Mr. Bessinger has been twice married. On the 7th of November, 1889, in 
Sheboygan, he wedded Miss Martha Gunderson, a daughter of Captain James 
Gunderson, an early settler of Sheboygan. Unto Frank L. and Martha (Gunder- 
son) Bessinger were born two children, Sadie and Frank, both at home. The 
wife and mother died on the 27th of December, 1893, and her remains were in- 
terred in Wildwood cemetery. She was a member of Grace Episcopal church 
and enjoyed the high esteem of all who knew her. On the 15th of June, 1808, 
Mr. Bessinger was again married, his second union being with Miss Eugenia 
Theirkauf, the daughter of Captain John Theirkauf, of Chicago, Illinois. Cap- 
tain Theirkauf sailed the schooner St. Lawrence, which in 1880 foundered and 
sunk off the shore opposite Lincoln Park, Chicago, carrying to her watery grave _ 
nine sailors of her crew whose bodies were never recovered. Mrs. John Their- 
kauf, who was the mother of Mrs. Eugenia Bessinger, was a daughter of Casper 
Schneider of Sheboygan Falls Road, now known as Riverside. Casper Schnei- 
der was a farmer by occupation. Both he and his wife passed away some fifteen 
years ago. 

Frank L. Bessinger is the proprietor of one of the oldest livery stables in the 
state, his business having been established by his father in 1873. By careful 
study of his business, in which he maintains a just and enthusiastic pride, he 
has succeeded in making his establishment one of the most perfectly equipped 
and directed institutions of its kind in the entire state of Wisconsin. He is a 
member of several social and fraternal orders in Sheboygan. Mr. Bessinger is 
not only a citizen of long residence in Sheboygan but one of her ideal and model 
business men. He is widely and favorably known throughout this portion of 
the state. He has recently erected a very fine residence on the corner of Seventh 
and St. Clair streets, in which he and his family now reside and which is in 
every way a compliment to the industry, economy and business ability of Mr. 
Bessinger. 

HENRY WATERMAN. 

Henry Waterman, who for the past three years has lived retired in Plymouth, 
was long and successfully identified with general agricultural pursuits in She- 
boygan county, within the borders of which he has resided for fifty-seven years. 
His birth occurred in Somersetshire, England, on the 26th of April, 1847, his 
Parents being Charles and Leah (Stokes) Waterman, who were likewise natives 
of that place, the former born on the oth of October, 1821, and the latter in the 
year 1816. Both the Waterman and Stokes families are old English lines. The 
Paternal grandfather of our subject died in early manhood. His wife, a Miss



228 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

Wolfe, was related to General Wolfe, who fell at Quebec in the French anq 
Indian war. 

Charles Waterman, the father of Henry Waterman, is a blacksmith by trade. 
In 1854 he set sail for America with his wife and two children, landing at New 
York in the month of May after six weeks spent on the ocean in a Sailing 
vessel. Making his way to Poughkeepsie, he there worked in the iron furnaces 
for a period of one year. In 1855 he came to Wisconsin, locating in Plymouth, 
and in the fall of that year purchased a small tract of thirty acres of timber land, 
He cleared the property and built a log house thereon, establishing his home on 
section 36, Plymouth township. As time passed and his financial resources in- 
creased, owing to his untiring ‘industry and capable management, he augmented 
his landed holdings by additional purchase until he owned one hundred and 
thirty acres. At the present time he is living in honorable retirement, making 
his home with his son William, who resides on section 25, Plymouth township, 
At the time of the Civil war he enlisted for service in the Twenty-seventh Wis- 
consin Volunteer Infantry but at the second examination was rejected because of 
physical disability. Unto him and his wife, who was called to her final rest 
in 1897, were born three children, as follows: Henry, of this review; George, 
who is a resident of Superior, Wisconsin; and William Wolfe, of Plymouth 
township, this county. 

Henry Waterman, who was a lad of seven years when he accompanied his 
parents on their emigration to the new world, obtained his education in the 
public schools of Sheboygan county. After attaining his majority he began 
teaching school and successfully followed that profession in this county for a 
period of fourteen years, imparting clearly and readily to others the knowledge 
that he himself has acquired. In 1882 he turned his attention to general agricul- 
tural pursuits, cultivating rented land until about 1898, when he acquired sixty 
acres of the old homestead and subsequently added a tract of twenty acres on 
section 36, Plymouth township. He remodeled the buildings on the place and 
also erected others until his was a model property, lacking in none of the im- 

. provements and equipments of an up-to-date and modern farm. He made a 
specialty of dairy farming and raised sufficient stock to replenish his herd of 
graded Holsteins. In 1909 he retired from active work as an agriculturist and 
sold his farm the following year, taking up his abode in Plymouth, where he 
purchased a commodious and attractive residence on Eastern avenue. For the 
past five years he has served as president of the Farmers Insurance Company. 

Mr. Waterman has been married twice. In 1871 he wedded Miss Dora 
Miller, by whom he had one child. Both the mother and child died during an 
epidemic of smallpox in 1878. In 1880 Mr. Waterman was again married, his 
second union being with Miss Anna E. Menne, who was born on the 31st of 
May, 1857, her parents being Jacob and Freda (Reis) Menne, the former a 

native of Prussia and the latter of Mecklenburg-Schwerin. Jacob Menne 
emigrated to America in the ’50s and took up his abode in Rhine township, She- 

boygan county, where he followed farming until the time of his demise. His 
wife was a maiden of thirteen years when she came to this country with her 
parents, who were members of the first German colony in Rhine township. Mrs. 
Waterman was the oldest in a family of seven children. By her marriage she 
has become the mother of three children, namely: William Henry, who resides on
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the old homestead in Plymouth township and who wedded Miss Lydia Kaestner, 
by whom he has one child, Ilene; Emma M., the wife of D, C. Brown, of Ply- 
mouth township; and Robert G., who married Miss Euphemia Peebles and who 
makes his home in Plymouth, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Waterman gives his political allegiance to the republican party and for 
several years has served as chairman of town supervisors in Plymouth town- 
ship. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Episcopal church, 
to which his wife and children also belong. He well deserves the somewhat 
hackneyed but altogether expressive title of a self-made man, for the properity 
which he now enjoys has come as the reward of earnest, persistent effort and un- 
faltering perseverance. Both Mr. and Mrs. Waterman are well and favorably 
known throughout Sheboygan county and have gained the warm regard and 
esteem of all with whom they have come in contact. 

FERDINAND BREHM. 

Ferdinand Brehm, landowner and expert dairyman, of Wilson township, is 
a man whose influence is felt throughout a large circle where his advocacy of im- 
proved and scientific methods of dairy farming is known. He was born July 
24, 1855, in Wilson township, the son of Jacob and Fredericka (Schughertt) 
Brehm, the former born near Cassel, Germany, and the latter in Saxony, Ger- 
many. Jacob Brehm was born November 17, 1817, and as a young man of thirty 
years set out from Bremen without the companionship of kinsmen or friends 
with his face turned westward toward the new world. Landing in America he 
proceeded directly to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, locating on a farm in Wilson town- 
ship. The country was but sparsely settled at that period and Indians used to 
come to the settlers’ cabins, begging food, while deer were killed in Mr. Brehm’s 
family orchard. There were no railroads in the county when he located here 
and rough trails lay between the homes of the pioneers, while dense forests 
hemmed in each frontier settlement. On Christmas day, 1852, he married Miss 

Fredericka ‘Schughertt, who had come as a girl of eighteen years from her na- 
tive land. Eleven children were born to them, as follows: Herman, of Athens, 
Marathon county, Wisconsin; Ferdinand, the subject of this sketch; Matilda, 
who resides in Chicago; Aurilla, wife of U. G. McLellon, of Wilson township; 
Edward, of Colby, Marathon county, Wisconsin; Hugo, of Eugene, Oregon; 
Ida, wife of William Grashhorn, of Chicago; Albert, of Plymouth Wisconsin; 
Richard, a farmer of Wilson township ; Otto; and Gustav, who died at the age of 
ten years. Mr. Brehm was a democrat in politics and took an active part in local 
matters, serving as supervisor of his township. He was a member of the Ger- 
man Lutheran church and in the faith of that denomination he raised and in- 
structed his family. He died in 1901, his wife surviving him four years. 

Ferdinand Brehm pursued his education in the district schools of Wilson 
township until he reached the age of seventeen when he laid aside text-books 
and set out to enlarge his views by travel and to gain that experience so essential 
‘oa broad-minded man in any walk of life. He spent three years in the southern 
and western states, traveling from place to place and employing himself at oc-
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cupations which differed from those open to young men in his native state. In 
this fashion he came in touch with much that was novel but nothing he saw 
made him forget the resources and advantages of Wisconsin, so he returned to 
his home and employed himself in general farm work on his father’s place, 
When he was twenty-four years of age he married and established a home of his 
own in Colby, Marathon county, Wisconsin, which was then as new a country as 
had been Wilson township when his father had settled there. After three years’ 
residence in Colby he returned and bought the farm on which he has ever since 
resided. He owns one hundred and thirty-two acres of fine land, all under a 
high state of cultivation, and all the old farm buildings and the dwelling house 
he has replaced by fine new structures, embodying many modern improvements, 
To speak in detail, his barn is of the latest improved design, such as is favored 
by agricultural experts and experienced dairymen, having cement floors and 
water and sewerage systems throughout. Mr, Brehm has specialized on dairying 
and owns a fine herd of Holstein cattle, the first bull ef that breed in the town- 
ship having been his property. He handles only thoroughbred Holsteins and on 
an average milks twenty-five cows. His attention is concentrated on the cultiva- 
tion of his farm and the operation of his dairy and such is his experience and 
skill in all matters pertaining thereto that his place is well known for its excellent 
equipment and the high quality of its products. 

Mr. Brehm was married to Olga Drossel, of Sheboygan, on the 6th of Sep- 
tember, 1879, and to them have been born six children, as follows: Alvin, of 
Marathon county ; Ida, wife of Otto Maves, of Sheboygan; Jessie, who resides at 
Deer Island, Oregon; Elsie, wife of Henry Huber, of Marathon county ; Olga, 
wife of Peter De Witt, of Wilson township; and Victor, attending high school 
in Sheboygan. 

Mr. Brehm gives his support to the policies of the democratic party but dur- 
ing recent years the management of his farm and dairy have engrossed his time 
and attention and he has not engaged in political matters or filled public offices, 
although he is interested in politics both local and national. He holds mem- 
bership in the American Society of Equity and his influence on the side of 
progress and improvement and education is felt throughout the community of 
which he and his family have so long been prominent residents, 

JOHN B. GRIEVINK. 

John B. Grievink, deceased, was born August 14, 1848, in the Netherlands. 
At an early period in his life he emigrated with his parents to this country and 
settled at Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, where his parents passed the remainder 
of their lives. He remained under the parental roof until the time of his mar- 
riage and immediately thereafter he removed to Wilson township, where he 
purchased a farm of sixty-five acres upon which he established his home and was 
continuously engaged in general farming until his death, which occurred on 
October 17, 1905. 

On September 17, 1877, Mr. Grievink was united in marriage to Miss Hannah) 
Roerdink, a daughter of Herman John and Bernadine (Vervelde) Roerdink.
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Mrs. Grievink is a native of the Netherlands, her birth having occurred in that 

country, September 12, 1851. She emigrated to this country with her mother in 
1855, the father and one son having died on board the ship during the voyage and 
were buried at sea. The mother with her five remaining children on reaching 
America established her home in Sheboygan Falls. One of the sons, William 
Roerdink, later enlisted in the Civil war, joining Company A, Thirty-second 
Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and died in an army hospital while in 
the service of his country. To Mr. and Mrs. Grievink were born four children 
of whom two are deceased. The others are: Lydia, the wife of Martin Nysse, 
of Wilson township ; and Henry, who resides at home with his mother. 

John B. Grievink was one of the highly respected and greatly esteemed citi- 
zens of Wilson township. He was one of the enterprising and successful farmers 
in his locality and was ready at all times to give his assistance to the furtherance 
of any public enterprise intended to advance and improve the conditions of the 
people. 

MAX SCHURRER. 

Max Schurrer was born in Stuttgart, Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 12th of 
December, 1862. His paternal grandfather, Anton Schurrer, was also a native 
of that country and a shoemaker by trade and occupation. Anton Schurrer, Jr., 
the father of our subject, was born in Germany on the 2d of February, 1831. 
He was a weaver by trade and also a merchant in his native land. For a period 
of fourteen years he served as a sergeant in the German army. His demise 
occurred in 1880. He was the father of fifteen children, of whom but three are 
living: Hugo, who is a resident of Cleveland, Wisconsin; Oscar, living in Mil- 
waukee; and Max, of this review. 

The last named was reared at home and received his education in the com- 
mon and high schools of Germany. At the conclusion of his school life he ac- 
cepted a position as bookkeeper for a wholesale firm, maintaining his relation 
with this company for a period of four and half years. At the age of twenty- 
two years he emigrated to America, settling in Mosel township, Sheboygan 
county, where he followed the occupation of a farmer. Later he removed to 
Centerville, where he remained for two and a half years and from there moved 
to Kaukauna, Wisconsin, where he lived for a short time and returned to Cen- 
terville, Wisconsin, where he engaged in the lumber and grain business for a 
period of about three years and subsequently returned to Kaukauna. In 1892 
he came to Sheboygan and here embarked in the saloon and cafe business, which 
he has conducted continuously since. 

On the 26th of August, 1890, Mr. Schurrer was married to Miss Margaret 
Fox, a daughter of John and Anna Fox, of Mosel township, who celebrated their ; 
golden wedding on the 29th of January, 1912. Mr. Fox is a veteran of the Civil 
war. Unto Mr, and Mrs. Schurrer have been born three children, Anton, Anna 
and Peter, all at home. Both he and his wife are devout communicants of the 
Holy Name Catholic church. Mr. Schurrer is a member of the Catholic Knights 
of Wisconsin and the secretary and treasurer of the Catholic Family Protective
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Association of Wisconsin. Politically he supports the democratic Party and js 
prominent in its local councils. He has been a delegate to the state convention 
a number of times and has served for five years on the county board. His social 
inclinations are indicated by his membership in the Concordia Singing Society. 
He is greatly respected as a business man of high standing among his fellow 
citizens and enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance. 

AUGUST C. MALLMANN. 

August C. Mallmann, a mason contractor of Sheboygan Falls, is meeting with 
excellent success in his business and is one of the foremost men in local building 
circles. He was born in Lima township on the rst of March, 1872, and has passed 
the greater part of his life in Sheboygan county. His father, Herman Mallmann, 
was a native of Germany, his birth having occurred on the 6th of November, 
1844. When a child of seven years he accompanied his parents on their removal 
to America, the family home thereafter being located in Sheboygan county. At 
the age of fourteen years he left the parental roof and started out to earn his own 
living. He began his independent career in Michigan where for several years he 
worked in the copper mines. At the expiration of that time he returned to She- 
boygan and obtained a position as teamster which he retained until 1871. In the 
latter year he invested his savings in forty-eight acres of land on section 1 Lima 
township where his widow still resides and turned his attention to agricultural 
pursuits. In connection with farming for eleven years he was associated with a 
Mr. Goerlitz, who is now deceased, in the operation of a threshing outfit. He sub- 
sequently withdrew from this business however giving his entire attention to the 
cultivation and improvement of his farm from that time until his death on the 

13th of April, 1903. He is buried in the Sheboygan Falls cemetery. At Trinity 
Lutheran church in Sheboygan on the 5th of February, 1871, Mr. Mallmann was 
married to Miss Bertha Goecke, a daughter of Jacob and Johanna Goecke, one of 

the pioneer settlers of Sheboygan county. He was a native of the same place in 
Germany as Mr. Mitwede who is mentioned elsewhere in this work and together 

they emigrated to the United States, locating in this county. 
The following children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Mallmann, the eldest of 

whom is our subject: Josephine, who married Herman Sommer, of Sheboygan; 
Herman, who is a resident of Sheboygan Falls; Sarah, who is living on a claim 

in South Dakota; Mary, who married H. F. Koenig, of Lima township; Oscar, 
who died when he was six weeks old; Toni, a nurse in a hospital at Fort 

Wayne, Indiana; Meta, who married August Last, of Sheboygan; Jacob, who is 

living at home; Alma, who is employed in Sheboygan Falls; and Selma, who is 

attending the high school in Sheboygan Falls. Mr. Mallmann was a member ot 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Sheboygan Falls, as is also his widow, and for sev- 

eral years held the office of elder, and in politics he was a democrat. 

Reared at home, in the acquirement of his education August C. Mallmann 
attended the district schools of Lima township, completing his course of study 

in Sheboygan Falls. At the age of fourteen years he terminated his student days 
and from then until he was nineteen he was employed in the factory of Riche-
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son Brothers, while the succeeding three years were spent as an apprentice to the 

masons’ trade. At the expiration of his period of service he again became iden- 

tified with Richeson Brothers, remaining with them for six years. He next went 

to Calumet, Michigan, where for one season he followed his trade, subsequently 

returning to Sheboygan county. Upon the death of his father, he took charge 

of the farm for his mother, and in the fall of that year he purchased thirty-six 

acres of land located on section 2, Lima township, adjoining the homestead. He 

diligently cultivated both tracts for three years, but in July, 1906, he withdrew 

from the work of the fields and came to Sheboygan Falls, where he has since 

engaged in masonry contracting. The first year he worked alone, but the second 

season he employed three men and his business has continually increased until 
his pay roll now carries from fifteen to twenty names all of the time. He takes 

contracts not only in Sheboygan Falls, but in the country adjacent and has the 
largest business in this line of any man in the community. His country work 
consists largely of putting in cement cellars, floors and silos, as well as the building 

of fireplaces and foundations. He is a skilled workman, efficient and reliable 
and fulfills the terms of his contracts with dispatch and honesty. In connection 
with contracting Mr. Mallmann carries a large stock of cement and other materials 

used by masons, which he sells both retail and wholesale. He is making marked 
progress in his business and is numbered among the substantial citizens of the 

town. He retained his land in Lima township until January of this year, when he 
disposed of it, realizing a good profit on the investment. Recently Mr. Mall- 

mann purchased two lots on Levins avenue and has a thoroughly modern, nine- 

teen-room home under way of construction, which is nearing completion at this 

writing. ; 

At Wrightstown, Brown county, Wisconsin, on the 18th of October, 1910, 
Mr. Mallmann was united in marriage to Miss Rosa Eger, a daughter of Joseph 
Eger, who is now residing with our subject. 

Mr. Mallmann attends the Lutheran church and Mrs. Mallmann that of the 
Catholic denomination. Politically he is a democrat, but his business interests 
preclude the possibility of his holding an official position, although he is not 
remiss in his duties as a citizen, but takes an active interest in the progress of the 

town and the development of its various public utilities. 

WILLIAM WATERMAN. 

William Waterman, an enterprising and successful agriculturist of Plymouth 
township, is the owner of a well improved farm of seventy-three and a half acres. 

His birth occurred in that township on the 6th of December, 1857, his parents 
being Charles and Leah (Stokes) Waterman, who are mentioned at greater 

length on another page of this work in connection with the sketch of Henry 

Waterman, a brother of our subject. 

William Waterman acquired a good practical education in the schools of this 
county and after putting aside his text-books assisted his father in the operation 
of the home farm. When twenty-one years of age he received his share of the 
family estate and in 1879 took up his abode on the property, which comprises
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seventy-three and a half acres on sections 25 and 36, Plymouth township. To 
the further cultivation and improvement of that farm he has devoted his atten. 
tion with excellent results, being now widely recognized as one of the substantia] 
and progressive agriculturists of his community. 

In 1893 Mr. Waterman was united in marriage to Miss Clara Freyberg, a 
daughter of Charles and Caroline (Kaestner) Freyberg, who were natives of 
Germany and took up their abode in Sheboygan county after coming to this 
country. Mr. and Mrs. Waterman have three children, namely: Ralph, who was 
born in 1896; Norma, whose natal year was 1898; and Mabel, whose birth oc- 
curred in 1902. Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Water- 
man has supported the men and measures of the republican party, believing its 
principles most conducive to good government. He has remained a resident 
of Sheboygan county from his birth to the present time and is well known and 
highly esteemed within its borders. 

OTTO ALDAG. 

The growth and prosperity of a city do not depend so much upon the machin- 

ery of government or even upon men who fill public offices as upon those who 
are active in business circles. No longer is the history of a country the record 
of wars or conquests but the record of mind over matter, and those who are 

foremost in a community are those who are capable of establishing and develop- 
ing important business projects which push forward the wheels of progress. 

In this connection Otto Aldag deserves more than passing mention. He is prom- 
inent as a merchant of Sheboygan and as the secretary of the Business Men’s 

Association is doing much to promote commercial and industrial relations at 
large and to exploit the advantages of the city. He was born in this county 
November 7, 1867, and is a son of Ernst Aldag, who is living in Sheboygan at 
the age of sixty-eight years. The family is an old and prominent one in this 
part of the state, the name ever having been a synonym for honor and activity 
in business and for progress in citizenship. Otto Aldag is the eldest in a family 
of twelve children, of whom eleven are yet living, those beside our subject 

being: Emma, the wife of M. Burhop; Carolina, the wife of R. Arndt; Henry, 

who is proprietor of a saloon in Sheboygan; Minnie, the wife of William Seifert, 
of Detroit; Clara, the wife of Fred Sinz, of Detroit; Ernst, who is engaged in 

the hardware business in Sheboygan; Sarah, at home with her father; Edwin, 

who is conducting a plumbing business in Sheboygan; and Hilda and Edna, also 
at home. ~ 

In the public schools Otto Aldag pursued his education and subsequently 
took a course in the Sheboygan Business College. He then took up the butcher- 
ing trade, which he followed for a time but later turned his attention to black- 

smithing, in which he was engaged for four years. He next formed a partner- 

ship for the conduct of a general mercantile business and later with his brother 

and brother-in-law purchased his father’s store. He is now successfully engaged 
in general merchandising, theirs being a large and well appointed establishment, 
supplied with an extensive line of goods in their various departments. The
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firm have always held to a high standard in the personnel of the house, in the 
line of goods carried and in the character of the service rendered the public. 
They demand that courteous attention shall be given by all employes to the 
patrons of the store and that the most straightforward methods shall be followed 
in all transactions. The business is conducted under the firm style of Aldag & 
Burhop and for many years the name of Aldag has figured prominently in con- 
nection with commercial interests here. Since 1896 Otto Aldag has also been 
engaged in the insurance business. He writes a large number of policies each 
year and thus adds materially to his income. 

In 1899 Mr. Aldag was united in marriage to Miss Mary Sinz, who was born 
in Sheboygan county and is a daughter of Valentine Sinz. They have one child, 
Loraine, twelve years of age. The family attend the Lutheran church, in which 
the parents hold membership, and Mr. Aldag is also a member of the Sons of 
Veterans camp and of two benevolent organizations, the Sheboygan Aid Society 
and the United Aid Society. His broad humanitarian spirit prompts his active 
cooperation in those organizations and in many other ways he extends a helping 
hand to those in need of assistance. He is deeply interested in everything re- 
lating to the welfare and progress of the city and his cooperation can always be 
counted upon to further any movement for the general good. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that he is an active member of the Business Men’s Association 
and his fellow members, appreciative of his worth and ability and his devotion 
to the high ideals of the society, have elected him its secretary. He is splendidly 
qualified for the position, for few men are in closer touch with business con- 
ditions and possibilities here or have a more earnest desire to advance the county 
in all lines contributing to its permanent upbuilding and improvement, 

ADAM GATES. 

Adam Gates, after many years of strenuous toil, is now living a retired life 
in his beautiful home at Cascade, Sheboygan county. He was born July 2, 1842, 
and is a son of Christopher and Margaret (Huth) Gates, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. The father was born on the 2d of March, 1808, and in 1832, 
at twenty-four years of age, emigrated to the United States, settling in the state of 
Ohio. He was by occupation a farmer and continued a resident of Ohio until 
1848, at which time he removed to Sheboygan county, where he settled in the 
township of Mitchell upon a farm of two hundred acres of good Wisconsin agri- 
cultural land. He established his home upon that farm, which he at once im- 
Proved and continued to develop during the remaining years of his life. Mr. 
Gates chose as his life partner Miss Margaret Huth, who was a native of Ger- 
many, her birth having there occurred October 11, 1812. She emigrated with 
her parents to America at the time her future husband, Christopher Gates, made 
his settlement in Ohio. To the family of Mr. and Mrs. Gates fourteen children 
were born, ten of whom grew to maturity and five of whom, two sons and three 
daughters, are still living. Both of the parents of this family have been dead 
for many years, the death of Mrs. Gates having occurred January 5, 1893, and 
that of Mr. Gates in 1896.
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Adam Gates is a native of the Buckeye state. He was reared in his parents’ 

home and with them removed to Wistonsin when he was a boy of six years, 
After laying aside the text-books of his common-school course he remained 

_ under the parental roof, assisting his father in the farm work. In 1867 a part of 

the homestead of one hundred and twenty acres of valuable Wisconsin agri- 

cultural land was by his father deeded to him, subject to a special provision, 
which he assumed and agreed to discharge according to the provision thereof, 
That claim of title remained in force until 1871 and in that year his father re- 
moved to Minnesota, where he established his residence with his son. Im- 

mediately following the change in the residence of his father Mr. Gates pur- 

chased the old homestead, thereby coming into possession of the fee as sole and 

individual owner of the property. He remained upon this farm and operated a 

very successful diversified farming business until 1874, at which time he sold 
the place and removed to Waldo, this county, where he continued to reside for 

the twenty years following and was engaged in various business enterprises dur- 

ing that time. In 1894 he removed to Cascade, where he built the beautiful 
residence in which he established his home and where he now resides. 

Mr. Gates was united in marriage, September 17, 1868, to Miss Katie Alcox, 
who was born in Ohio, April 17, 1849. She is a daughter of Mathew Alcox, who 
was a native of Ireland and emigrated to this country in 1847, settling first in 
Ohio and later, in 1856, removing to a farm in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. 
For forty years Mr. Gates has been a loyal and enthusiastic member of the re- 
publican party. Recently, however, he has become very liberal in his political 
views but is still known in this county to be affiliated with the republican party. 
He is a member of the Catholic church of Cascade. Mr. Gates is known through- 

out the entire county of Sheboygan as a man of integrity and one of the success- 
ful farmers of this section of the state. He is now living a retired life in 
Cascade and is universally recognized as one of the influential residents of that 

place. 

JOHN VERHELST. 

John Verhelst is one of the highly respected men of Wilson township where 

he is engaged in the pursuit of farming. He was born October 8, 1865, in the 
Netherlands. He was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public 
schools of his native country. He emigrated to the United States in 1908 and 
settled in Sheboygan where he remained for one year only, during which time 

he was engaged as an employe in one of the factories of that city. He then 
removed to Sheboygan township where he rented a farm of fifty-three acres upon 
which he settled and successfully cultivated for a period of two years and then 

removed to Wilson township where he entered a farm of one hundred acres 
on section 33 and since that time has devoted his entire attention to the cultivation 
of that place, making a specialty of dairy farming, using at present in his busi- 

ness sixteen high grade dairy cows. 
Mr. Verhelst was united in marriage in Holland, to Miss Lucy Van DeWege, 

on July 23, 1886, who is a native of Holland and to this union five children have
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been born, three of whom are living: Edward, Joseph and Jacob, all of whom are 

still under the parental roof. 

Mr. Verhelst is known among his business associates as a man of unquestioned 

integrity and as one who thoroughly understands the business of dairy farming. 

HENRY H. HUSON. 

One of the most widely known and influential residents of Plymouth is Henry 
H. Huson, senior partner of the firm of Huson & Zirler, who for forty-five 

years has been actively and successfully identified with the mercantile interests 
of Sheboygan county. Not only is he one of the foremost business men of the 
town but he has figured with equal prominence in public affairs and has several 

times served as mayor of the city. He was born at Loraine, Jefferson county, 

New York, on May 11, 1845, and is a son of Willard W. and Parnee (Lyman) 

Huson. The parents were likewise natives of the Empire state, the father hav- 

ing been born in Oneida county in 1810, while the mother’s birth occurred in 
Jefferson county. In the paternal line the family is descended from one of the 

old colonial Dutch families of New York, but the mother was of English extrac- 

tion. In 1856, together with his wife and family, Willard W. Huson removed to 

Sheboygan county and settled on government land he had purchased in the 

vicinity of Plymouth. He assiduously applied himself to the improvement and 
cultivation of his farm until 1876, when he withdrew from active work and came 

to Plymouth where he lived retired until his death in 1888. Six sons were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Huson, of whom our subject is the second in order of birth. 
The others are as follows: Willard B., a Jesuit priest living at Blackpool, Eng- 
land; Gilbert L., who is living at Plymouth; W. Wilfred, a landscape artist of 

note who died at Passaic, New Jersey, in 1911; C. Delos, who died at the age 

of seven years; and George C., who is engaged in fruit raising at Corning, 

California. 

After completing the course of the graded and high schools of Sheboygan, 

Henry H. Huson continued his education at Ripon College and the University 
of Michigan, terminating his student days in 1866, at the age of twenty-one years. 
Immediately after leaving the university he came to Plymouth and began his 

business career as a clerk in the mercantile establishment of Smith & Elwell. 
Two years later he purchased the interest of Mr. Elwell in the business, which 
was conducted under the firm name of Smith & Huson until 1873. In the latter 
year Mr. Zirler became a partner in the enterprise and for ten years thereafter 

they continued operations under the name of Smith, Huson & Zirler. At the 

expiration of that time Mr. Smith sold out to his two partners, who have now 
conducted the business alone for twenty-nine years. It is. one of the oldest and 
best known mercantile establishments in the county and they enjoy a large 
Patronage gleaned from the most desirable citizens of Plymouth and the sur- 
rounding country. In the conduct of their business they have strictly adhered 
to a policy that commends them to the confidence of all with whom they have 
transactions, and it is their aim to please and satisfy those who accord them 
their patronage. They have a very attractive store and the personnel of their
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employes is of a high order, while they carry a large and carefully assorted stock 
of merchandise of superior quality. At various times during the period of his 
business career Mr. Huson has been identified with other enterprises and he was 
one of the organizers of the Schram & Huson Chair Company, which has since 
become merged into the Plymouth Parlor Frame Company. 

. In 1870, Mr. Huson married Sarah Skinner, a daughter of William and 
Maria (Smith) Skinner, of Royalton, Vermont. The father was a prominent 
banker of that town and he was also extensively interested in both the wool and 
hop industries. The mother was a member of an old New England family of 
English extraction and Mrs. Huson is a great-great-granddaughter of Willard 
Smith, a soldier of the Revolutionary war. Mr. Skinner was for many years 
internal revenue collector for the district of Vermont. He was a very patriotic 
man and raised a regiment to go to the front in defense of the Union during 
the early days of the war, but did not live to see the result of this terrible con. 
flict, as he passed away in 1862. Two daughters have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Huson, as follows: Alice Maria, the wife of E. J. Bush, of New York city, who 
is identified with the P. Lorillard Tobacco Company; and Katharine, who died 
at the age of four years. They have one grandson, Henry Huson Bush, who was 
born in 1896. He is living with his grandparents and attending the public 
school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Huson affiliate with the Episcopal church, and he is a thirty- 
second degree Mason and also belongs to the Shrine, while he and Mrs, Huson are 
members of the Order of the Eastern Star. He likewise holds membership in 
the Modern Woodmen of America and the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, 
while his political support he gives to the republican party. He is a progressive 
and enterprising man and his fellow townsmen have several times called him to 
public office, and he has served with efficiency both as mayor and clerk of .the 
school board. Mr. Huson is also treasurer of the Plymouth City Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, and he takes an active and helpful interest in all questions 
affecting the civic welfare. Mrs. Huson has always been very prominent in the 
social circles of the city, and is a woman of rare personal charm and culture. 
She is a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution and of the 
Eastern Star, and always heartily cooperates in every movement that will tend 
to elevate the intellectual, moral or social standards of the community. 

R. M. NICHOLS, M. D. 

Dr. R. M. Nichols is one of the best known and most successful physicians 
at Sheboygan Falls. His birth occurred at Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac county, 
December 31, 1862. His parents, John and Esther (Bartlett) Nichols, were 
natives of Ogdensburg, New York, and New Hampshire respectively. In 1845 
they emigrated to Wisconsin, settling at Fond du Lac, at which place John 
Nichols followed the profession of an architect, combining this with a contracting 
and building business. In Fond du Lac he spent the remaining years of his life, 
passing away in 1900. Unto him and his wife were born four children.
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Dr. R. M. Nichols was reared at home and educated in the public schools of 
Fond du Lac and the State University. Subsequently he entered Hahnemann 

Medical College of Chicago, from which institution he was graduated with the 

degree of M. D. in 1887. In the same year he opened an office at Sheboygan 

Falls and has here since remained in the active practice of medicine. He is 
widely known throughout this portion of the county as a reliable and successful 
member of the medical fraternity. His practice is constantly increasing, demand- 

ing his unremitting attention and his success is largely due not alone to his thor- 
ough familiarity with the fundamental principles of his science but his diligence 

in the constant pursuit of all additional knowledge within his reach relating to 

practice of medicine. He is a member of the Sheboygan County Medical Society 
and the Wisconsin State Medical Society. 

On the 4th of August, 1891, Dr. Nichols was united in wedlock to Miss 
| Inez Ashcraft, a daughter of Hyram Ashcraft of Sheboygan Falls. To this 

union have been born six children: Esther, who is engaged in teaching school in 
this county; Winifred, a high-school student; Phillip; Laura; Marjorie; and 
Robert. Dr. Nichols is a worthy exemplar of the Masonic fraternity, belonging 

to the blue lodge and the commandery at Sheboygan. He is still in the prime of 
his manhood and enjoys the confidence of a very large number of friends and 
acquaintances, among whom are many of the most prominent business and pro- 

fessional men of the city and county of Sheboygan. He is both obliging and 
self-sacrificing in the practice of his profession and his presence at the bedside 
of the sufferer is a guarantee that the best of thorough and up-to-date profes- 
sional service is assured to the relief of the afflicted. 

C. WITTE. 

Mr. Witte is one of the highly respected citizens of Wilson township where 
he is engaged in the cultivation of his forty acre farm. He was born in the 

province of Pommern, a short distance from Berlin, Germany, on the 27th of 

February, 1863. He is the son of Frederick and Amelia (Fryer) Witte, both 

of whom were natives of Germany, the mother having died in her native land 

many years ago. In 1892 the subject of this review, in company with his three 
brothers and his father, emigrated to America and settled in Aurora, Illinois. 

The father later removed to Wisconsin and made his home with our subject until 

the time of his death which occurred at the advanced age of eighty years. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Witte eleven children were born, of whom six are still 
living, and four emigrated to this country. Those now living in this country 
are: Herman, who is engaged in farming in Kiel, Manitowoc county; C. Witte, 
the subject of this review ; and Gustave, who is a resident of Aurora, Illinois. 

C. Witte was reared in his father’s home and educated in the public schools 
of his native land. After coming to the United States he spent nineteen years 
at Aurora, Illinois, and in 1903 removed to Wilson township and purchased a 
farm of twenty acres located on section 32 where he has since remained and 
devoted his attention to farming. He later purchased an additional twenty
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acres, giving him a total of forty acres, all of which he is now cultivating, mak. 
ing a specialty of dairy farming. 

Mr. Witte was married in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, September 16, 1893, and 

has two children, Sophia and Harry, aged respectively, eighteen and twelve 
years. Both are still under the parental roof. Mr. Witte is affiliated with the 
democratic party and he and his family are members of the German Lutheran 

church of Wilson township. Mr. Witte is one of the successful farmers of his 
township and is a man of well known integrity and interested in every enter- 

prise of a public character intended to advance and improve the interests of the 

people. : 

GUSTAVE MOHS. 

Gustave Mohs, who engages in dairying in Plymouth township, where he 
owns eighty acres of highly cultivated land, is one of the enterprising agricul- 
turists of his locality. He is a native of Sheboygan county, having been born in 
the township where he now resides on December 21, 1866, and a son of Henry 
and Wilhelmina (Schasse) Mohs. The father was born in Germany on the 27th 
of January, 1838, and there he passed the first twenty-one years of his life. In 
1859 he came to the United States, locating in Sheboygan county, where he en- 
gaged in farming during the remainder of his active life. He was energetic and 
persevering and during that time managed to accumulate sufficient property to 

provide him with an income that now enables him to live in retirement. 
Reared on the farm where he was born, in the acquirement of his education 

Gustave Mohs attended the district schools of Plymouth township. When he 
had mastered the common branches, he laid aside his text-books and thereafter 

gave his undivided attention to assisting his father with the operation of the 
home place until he was twenty-three years of age. In 1889 he left the parental 
roof and during the succeeding two years he worked out by the month as a farm 

f hand. At the expiration of that time he purchased sixty acres of land and began 
farming on his own account. After cultivating this place for eight years he 
disposed of it and invested the proceeds in his present farm, consisting of eighty 
acres of fertile land. Since acquiring possession of this place Mr. Mohs has 
wrought extensive and various improvements that have not only greatly enhanced 
the appearance but the value of the property. He gives his personal attention 

to every detail connected with the operation of his farm, which is well kept up, 
and evidences through the condition of its buildings and fences and carefully 

tilled fields systematic management and competent supervision. 
In 1890, Mr. Mohs was united in marriage to Miss Caroline Hemb, a daugh- 

ter of George Hemb, Sr., and Anna M. (Laux) Hemb who came to the United 

States from Germany about 1850 and located in Manitowoc county, this state. 
Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Mohs, as follows: Ida, who was 

born on the 16th of December, 1890; Arwin, whose birth occurred on the gth of 

June, 1895; Oscar, who was born on the 23d of February, 1898; Arno, whose 

natal day was September 9, 1901; and Leona, who was born July 16, 1904- 
The family are members of the Evangelical Lutheran church at Plymouth. In
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their front yard stands the oldest apple tree in Sheboygan county, which is still 
bearing fruit and which may be accredited with historical interest. Mr. and 

Mrs. Mohs take great pride in showing it. They are pleasant and hospitable 
people who extend a hearty welcome to friend, neighbor or stranger who may 
pass their gate. Mrs. Mohs is an accomplished lady, of rare refinement. His 
political allegiance Mr. Mohs gives to the democratic party, and while he takes 
an active interest in all local affairs he has never aspired to official honors. He 

is a man of diligent habits and earnest purpose and leads a most active and ener- 
getic life as is evidenced by the general appearance of his farm and the success 
that has crowned his efforts. 

CHARLES F. HEALD. 

Charles F. Heald, secretary of the White Wagon Works at Sheboygan Falls, 
Wisconsin, manufacturers of coaster wagons and sleighs, was born April 21, 
1875, in Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin a son of Benjamin and Mary (James) 
Heald, the former of whom is a native of Maine and the latter of Wisconsin. 
The father served in the Federal army in 1863, in which he was first lieutenant 
of Company K, Ninth Maine Infantry. He was discharged on account of sick- 
ness, after which he removed to Onion River, in Sheboygan county, where he 
purchased his brother Abner’s estate and conducted a flour mill for about two 
and a half years. He then disposed of his milling property and settled in She- 
boygan Falls, going into partnership with G. H. Brickner in the woolen mill busi- 
ness there. He continued thus until in 1887, when he purchased the flour mills 
and became postmaster, a position which he held four years, or until the time 
President Cleveland was elected. He was then elected clerk of the county court, 
a position which he held for two terms, after which he lived a retired life up to 
the time of his death, which occurred April 14, 1907, his remains being buried in 
the cemetery of his home city. 

In 1903 Abner O. Heald, a brother of Charles F. Heald, became interested 
with O. C. Trowbridge in the White Wagon Works, which up to that time had 
been owned and operated by Mr. White and his business associate, H. O. 
Schwalbe. The business was conducted by those gentlemen until in 1909, when 
Mr. White and Mr. Schwalbe sold out and Charles F. Heald, the subject of this 
teview, became interested in the concern. The institution was then reorganized 
and incorporated with Abner Heald as president; Charles F. Heald, secretary; 
and O. C, Trowbridge, vice president and treasurer. A good business is being 
done by the concern in which about forty hands are employed and the output is 
shipped to all parts of the United States, Canada and foreign countries. 

Mr. Heald chose as his life companion and helpmate Miss Sarah Van 
Ouwerkirk, a daughter of Mr, and Mrs. James Van Ouwerkirk, both natives of 
Holland, To Mr. and Mrs. Heald four sons were born, all'of whom are attend- 
ing school, Benjamin F., Abner A., Charles J. and James J. Although never 
very active in politics, Mr. Heald gives his allegiance to the democracy, has 
been deputy county court clerk for ten years and also served as under sheriff. 
He has also been a member of the village board. In his fraternal relations he 

Vol. 11g
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belongs to the Beavers’ Reserve Fund Fraternity, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
and the United Aid Society. In his capacity as secretary of the company of 
which he is a member as well as in the labors along other lines in the interests of 
that concern he is a valuable and efficient man. The growth of the business and its 

‘ increasing profits are attributable in no small degree to his untiring energy, the 
best that is in him being given to the promotion and successful conduct of the 
business. He is popular in social and fraternal circles as well as in the business 

and commercial councils of the city. Having long been a resident of the com- 
munity he is well known and is held in high esteem by a large number of ac 
quaintances. 

HON. HENRY KRUMREY. 

Hon. Henry Krumrey is actively identified with agricultural pursuits in She- 
boygan county, his home being in the vicinity of Plymouth, where he owns and 
cultivates two hundred acres of land. He is more widely known, however, out- 
side of his immediate locality as a political leader, serving at the present time as 
a member of the state senate and as chairman of the republican state central 

committee. He successfully managed the state campaign of 1910 and so wisely 

did he conduct the business that the campaign was carried through with the ex- 

penditure of less than one-half the sum devoted to this purpose in former years. 

He has also done effective work for his party as a delegate to republican national 

conventions. He was born February 3, 1852, on the old home farm in Plymouth 

township which is still his place of residence, and is today one of the finest farm 

properties in the county. His parents were Karl and Caroline (Doerlam) 

Krumrey, the former born in Neustadt, Rhenish Bavaria, Germany, October 29, 

1816, and the latter on the 16th of January, 1821. Their marriage was celebrated 
November 24, 1842. Six years later there occurred the outbreak of a rebellion 

in the fatherland and Mr. Krumrey brought his wife and children to the United 
States, arriving in Sheboygan in 1849. He had made his way direct to this 

county and on reaching his destination purchased two hundred acres of land in 
Plymouth township, constituting what has since been known as the Krumrey 
homestead. The land was then covered with a native growth of forest timber 
and was entirely destitute of improvements. In Germany the father had con- 

ducted a vineyard but in America his attention was given to general agricultural 

pursuits, and as the years brought him prosperity in the cultivation of his first 

tract he added to that place another tract of sixty acres. He early studied the 

political questions and issues of the day and gave his support to the democratic 
party until the organization of the new republican party, when he joined its 
ranks, continuously following its banners to the time of his death. He was some- 
what active in local political circles and filled the office of supervisor and asses- 

sor in his township.” On the 30th of June, 1870, he was injured in a runaway 
accident which caused his demise, on the 4th of July following. His wife also 
passed away in July, 1870. They were the parents of six children: Elizabeth, 

now the wife of William Kuhlmey, of Plymouth; Nicholas, deceased; Henry, 

of this review; Mary, who is living in Plymouth; Conrad, a resident of Neills-
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ville, Wisconsin; and Louise, the wife of J. H. A. Lacher, of Waukesha, Wis- : 
consin. 

The birthplace of Henry Krumrey was an old log cabin which stood upon 
the farm that is the site of his present elegant residence, and there were still ‘ 
evidences of frontier life and conditions here during the period of his early boy- 
hood. However, time and man wrought many changes, the Krumrey family con- 
tributing their full share to the work of development and progress. As a boy 
Henry Krumrey attended the public and German private schools of the neighbor- 
hood and when not busy with his text-books worked upon the farm with his 
father, following whose demise he and his brother Nicholas took charge of the 
farm which they cultivated until the time of its division. Henry Krumrey then 
purchased the interests of the other heirs in the home property and thereby re- 
tains possession of the old home place for which he has the deepest attachment 
by reason of the associations of his boyhood and youth as well as those of later 
manhood. The farm today comprises two hundred acres of very rich and 
valuable land and is splendidly improved with all modern conveniences and 
accessories. It is devoted to general agricultural pursuits and in addition to the 
tilling of the fields Mr. Krumrey deals quite extensively in stock. His residence 
is one of the finest homes in this part of the county and the other buildings upon 
the place are in keeping therewith. 

Mr. Krumrey has an interesting family now pleasantly located upon this 
place. In 1879 he wedded Henriette Lintz, a daughter of Fred G. Lintz, of 
Sheboygan, who is a native of Germany who came to the United States about 
1848 or 1850 and settled in this county. Mr. and Mrs. Krumrey have three 
children. Robert G., who was born October 7, 1880, is an electrical engineer who 
was graduated from the University of Wisconsin with the class of 1903 and is 
now practicing his profession in Beloit. He married Harriett Wessel and they 
have one son. Frances, born February 26, 1884, is the wife of Robert W. Al- f 
brecht, of Hartford, Wisconsin, and they have one daughter. Adelaide, born 
August 19, 1888, is at home. She is a graduate of the State University of the 
class of 1909 and for a time was successfully engaged in teaching school. 

Visiting Mr. Krumrey on his farm and seeing his deep interest in all of the 
features of the business one would imagine that his entire time and attention 
Were concentrated upon his fields and his stock, but those who know aught of his 
history tell of active, efficient and valuable service in public office. He has ever 
been an advocate of the republican party since age conferred upon him the right 
of franchise and his fellow townsmen, appreciative of his worth, elected him to 
several local positions. He served as supervisor, as town treasurer and also as 
chairman of the town of Plymouth, and then was called to still higher positions; 
being in 1900 elected a member of the general assembly. In 1908 he was again 
Sent to the legislative halls of the state in his election to the upper house from 
the twentieth senatorial district. He always gave careful consideration to the 
questions which came up for settlement during his earlier service and his record 
at the present time is in harmony therewith. He is one of the active working 
members of the senate and one who has wielded a wide influence. In 1908 he 
Served as a delegate to the republican national convention in Chicago from what 
Was the sixth but is now the second district, and in 1910 at the platform conven- ; 
ton he was unanimously elected chairman of the republican state central com-
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mittee and as such managed the campaign of that year. The control of Political 
interests demands a leadership no less effective and no less brilliant than that of 
the general upon the field of battle. Without the right to arbitrary command 
he must so harmonize and unify forces as to secure the unified strength of his 
party in support of measures which he deems essential. Mr. Krumrey has 
demonstrated his ability for the task and at the same time he has never lowered 
his standards of citizenship or faltered in a patriotic devotion to a cause or 
principle which he believes to be right. He has the confidence and trust of 
even those opposed to him politically and throughout his native county he enjoys 
high respect and warm friendship without regard to political affiliation. | 

AUGUST KLEWE. 

One of the extensive and profitably conducted wholesale liquor houses of 

Sheboygan is the property of the Klewe Brothers, one of the partners being 
August Klewe, whose name introduces this record. He is justly accounted one 

of the progressive and enterprising business men of the city and has placed his 
dependence upon the safe, substantial qualities of energy and unfaltering deter- 

mination. He was born in Brandenburg, Germany, January 4, 1859, and is a 

son of William and Wilhelmina (Peter) Klewe. The father, who was an inn- 
keeper in his native country, died in 1860, when but thirty-six years of age. He 
was long survived by his wife, who passed away in 1899, at the age of sixty-seven 
years. After the death of her first husband she became the wife of Carl Krie- 
ger, who died in 1880 and who was engaged in the same line of business as her 

first husband. Her father, Henry Peter, was a shepherd in Germany. By the 
first marriage the mother had three sons, of whom William, one of the first set- 

tlers of Sheboygan, took an active part in the upbuilding of the city in pioneer 
times and here resided until his death. The other brothers, Charles and August, 

are partners in the ownership and conduct of a wholesale liquor business. By 

the mother’s second marriage there were born two daughters, one of whom has 

passed away, while the other, Anna, is the wife of W. Shultz, of Prenzlau, Ger- 

many. 
As a boy August Klewe devoted his time largely to obtaining an education in 

the public schools of his native country and afterward followed in his father’s 
business footsteps in that he became active in the conduct of a hotel or inn, with 

which he was connected to the age of twenty-nine years. The favorable reports 
which he heard concerning America and its opportunities led him to the deter- 

mination to leave his native country and seek a home in the new world. The 
voyage over, he made his way to Sheboygan and has since been connected with 
the wholesale liquor trade of this city, entering into his present partnership with 
his brother Charles in 1897. He had at that time been a resident of this city 

for nine years, during which period he had carefully saved his earnings until his 

industry and his careful expenditure had brought him sufficient capital to enable 
him to become one of the proprietors of the large wholesale liquor establishments 

which he now conducts.
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In 1892 Mr. Klewe was married to Miss Bertha Fritsch, who was born Octo- 

ber 28, 1878, and is a daughter of Fred Fritsch, a farmer who married a Miss 

Gottman. Both are still living. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Klewe have been born four 

children: Cora and Adena, aged nineteen and seventeen years respectively and 
now pupils in the high school; Nora, sixteen years of age; and Erma, thirteen 

years of age. Mr. Klewe and his family are members of the Lutheran church 

of Sheboygan and are interested in that which pertains to the moral as well as to 

the material progress of the community. He has a wide acquaintance in this 

city, gaining the warm regard of his fellow countrymen and of people of other 

nationalities as well. He has never had occasion to regret his determination to 

come to the United States, for here he has prospered as the years have gone by, 

his life demonstrating that success is not the outcome of fortunate circumstances 

but results from clear judgment, experience and indefatigable energy. 

PETER J. ALTMEYER. 

It can without doubt truly be said that a successful and efficient hotel man- 

ager is born not made and this applies with peculiar force to Peter J. Altmeyer, 

proprietor of the Sheboygan Falls Hotel, which he has been successfully running 

for many years. He was born in Two Rivers, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, 

August 5, 1847. His parents, who were both natives of Germany, emigrated 
to the United States in the spring of 1847, settling in Two Rivers township, 
were they lived and labored for many years. They subsequently removed to 

Appleton, Wisconsin, where they resided for two years and where the mother’s 
death occurred in 1885. After her death the father made his home with his 
son, the subject of this review, until he passed away in 1894, his remains being 
interred in Alaska cemetery in Kewaunee county. 

Peter J. Altmeyer attended the public schools of Two Rivers until he at- 
tained the age of fourteen years, after which he became actively engaged in 
agricultural pursuits for twenty-five years. He then removed to Algona, Wis- 

consin, where he served in the capacity of engineer for three years in a furniture 
factory. He then went to Door county on White Fish bay, where for six years 
he was engaged in the timber business, getting out cedar ties, posts and hemlock 

bark. From there he removed to Pierce, Kewaunee county, where for several 

years he conducted a cheese factory. He then went to Manitowoc county, where 
he conducted a hotel until 1906, when he came to Sheboygan Falls and opened 

the present first-class hotel which he is successfully and ably managing. 

In 1875 Mr. Altmeyer was united in marriage to Miss Mary Klotz, a daughter 
of John and Lizzie (Baughmann) Klotz, natives of Bavaria, Germany. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Altmeyer nine children have been born. Albert, who resides in She- 

boygan, is married and has four children. Carrie is the wife of William Boldus, 

who conducts a meat market in Two Rivers. Matilda, who is the wife of 

Charles Kurtz, has three children. Elizabeth is the wife of Guy Hurst, foreman 

of a chair and tub factory at Two Rivers, and the mother of four children. 
Lawrence, who is also married, resides in Sheboygan Falls, where he is en- 

gaged in the feed and wood business. Catharine is the wife of Ed Fessler, the
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proprietor of a grocery store in Sheboygan, and the mother of one child. Alvin 
is married and lives with his father. Henry resides at home and runs the barber 
shop connected with his father’s hotel. Adeline, who completes the family, re. 
sides at home and is attending school, 

Since removing to this county and becoming connected with the hotel busi- 
ness here Mr. Altmeyer has become widely known as a hospitable, genial and 
efficient hotel man. His house is conducted with a view to giving his guests 
homelike and comfortable surroundings and the heating and all its appurtenances 
are always kept in excellent condition. The house is patronized by a large num- 
ber of people of the county who chance to be temporarily in Sheboygan Falls as 
well as by many commercial travelers who call at this city. 

i GUSTAVE MITWEDE. ( 

Gustave Mitwede after many years of successful toil has retired from active 
business and now resides in Sheboygan at No. 618 South Fourteenth street. He 
was born in Saxony, Germany, September 24, 1833, and is the son of Henry and 
Elizabeth (Boetcher) Mitwede, both of whom were natives of Saxony, Germany, 
and who emigrated to America with their family of three sons in 1851, coming 
direct to Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Soon after their arrival in the new world the 
father purchased two hundred and forty acres of land, two hundred acres of 
which were located in Lima township and forty acres in Wilson township. In 
the latter township he established his home and engaged in farming for one and 
one-half years, at the end of which time his death occurred at the age of fifty- 
two years. He had a family of three sons, Gustave, Louis and August. Some 
time after the death of the father his estate was equally divided among his three 
sons, who continued to remain at the old homestead and were successfully en- 
gaged in the operation of their portions of the old farm, the mother continuing 
to maintain her residence with her sons. In 1868 Louis Mitwede sold his portion 
of the farm and moved to Waukesha, Wisconsin, where he still lives. The 
mother continued to reside on the old homestead with Gustave, of this review, 
and it was while she was on a visit to her son Louis at Waukesha that her death 
occurred at the age of seventy-two. August, who also inherited a third of his 
father’s estate, was the father of August Mitwede, of whom a more extended 
review appears in another portion of this work. 

Gustave Mitwede was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 
education in Germany. He remained under the parental roof and was engaged 
in work on his father’s farm until the time of the latter’s death, after which the 
division of his father’s estate took place. His portion of the old homestead con- 
sists of eighty acres and is located on section 24. On that property he lived and 
was successfully engaged in the cultivation of his land from 1851 to 1873. He 
then sold out and moved to Sheboygan, where he purchased desirable residence 
property located on South Fourteenth street, on which he built his present home 
in 1890 and where he now resides. 

Mr. Mitwede has been twice married. On November 13, 1856, he wedded 
Miss Theresa Moenning, a daughter of Frederick and Caroline (Hirsch) Moen-
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ning, who emigrated to America from England at an early date. Mrs. Mitwede 

died April 16, 1895, and on May 27, 1896, Mr. Mitwede was united in marriage 

to Mrs. Amelia Boehmer, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Fred Duenkel, who were 

well known pioneers of Sheboygan. Mr. and Mrs. Mitwede are the parents of 
two children, Lena and Amelia, both of whom are at home. 

Mr. Mitwede is one of the well known citizens of Sheboygan county and is 

a man whose integrity has never been questioned during all his active business 

life. He has always been identified with every public measure intended to im- 

prove the conditions of the people of the community in which he lives and is a 
man highly esteemed by his friends and acquaintances. 

E. B. GARTON. 

From a small beginning E. B. Garton has developed an important enterprise 
now conducted under the name of the Garton Toy Company. He entered this 
field of business at Sheboygan in 1879 and his success is indicated by the fact 
that he is now at the head of one of the chief productive industries of this city. 
He was born on a farm near Toronto, Canada, on the 16th of August, 1841, and 

there spent his youthful days, early becoming familiar with the duties and labors 
that fall to the lot of the farm lad as he assists in the care of the stock and the 
work of the fields. A portion of his time was also given to the acquirement of 
an education in the public schools. He remained in his native land until he had 
reached the age of twenty-three years, when in 1864 he came directly to Sheboy- 
gan county. For a time he was employed in a sawmill at Sheboygan Falls and at 
other work in the Sheboygan factories. But he was ambitious to engage in busi- 
ness on his own account and eagerly embraced the opportunity that enabled him 
to acquire sufficient capital to carry out his inclination. In 1879, therefore, he 
began the manufacture of toy wagons. The enterprise was a very small one at 
the beginning, giving employment only to two men and a boy. Something of 
the growth of the business is indicated by the fact that the company now has 
four hundred men and employs a capital of three hundred thousand dollars. 
There are over three acres of floor space in the factory and the company is spend- 
ing in additional offices and warehouse about eighteen thousand dollars. E, B. 
Garton is the president while his son, C. E. Garton, is the vice president and 
superintendent and R. L. Whitehill is secretary. The fact that the business is 
conducted wholly by Mr. Garton and members of his family and to them and 
not to outside capitalists is its development due, may justly be a matter of pride 
to its founders and present officers. The first shop was a story and a half 
structure, thirty-five by fifty feet, but this has been enlarged from time.to time 
until the plant is now an extensive one and the buildings are splendidly equipped 
with the latest improved machinery to facilitate the work. The output has also 
been extended in its scope to include not only wagons but various other wooden 
toys and the product finds a ready sale on the market throughout a wide ter- 

ritory, : 

Mr. Garton was married in Sheboygan in 1865 to Miss Nancy J. Goodell, of 
this city, and unto them were born five children: Edith, who is the wife of R. L.
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Whitehill; C. E., who-is vice president and superintendent of the Garton Toy 
Company ; and three who died in infancy. Mr. Garton holds membership with 
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. For fifty-six years he has been a 
loyal and consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church and is now sery- 
ing as one of its trustees. He is much interested in its work and its upbuilding 
and, moreover, is actively connected with many movements which constitute 
features in municipal advancement and progress here. He deserves much credit 
for what he has accomplished in life for he started out in the business world 
empty-handed, his only capital being his industry and determination. Since that 
time close application, earnest purpose, sound judgment and unassailable probity 
have brought him success and placed him with the foremost business men of his 
adopted city. 

ERNEST T. BAMFORD. 

Ernest T. Bamford, who has been successfully engaged in general agricul- 
tural pursuits in Sheboygan county throughout his entire career, is the owner 
of an excellent farm of eighty acres in Plymouth township. His birth occurred 
in New York state on the 20th of March, 1852, his parents being Joseph and 
Anna Maria (Fleming) Bamford, of whom more extended mention is made on 
another page of this work in connection with the sketch of Henry J. Bamford, 
a brother of our subject. The family home was established in Plymouth town- 
ship, this county, in 1855, and here it was that Ernest T. Bamford acquired his 
education and grew to manhood. The farm of eighty acres which he now owns 
and operates is a part of the old homestead place, and in its cultivation he has 
won a gratifying measure of success. He is thoroughly familiar with the best 
methods of tilling the soil and caring for crops, and thus his labors bring to 
him_a good annual income. : 

In 1880 Mr. Bamford was united in marriage to Miss Minnie Burton, a 
daughter of Newton Burton. They have four children, as follows: Lloyd, 
who was born in April, 1887, and is at home; Mabel, who follows the profession 
of teaching; Florence, who is yet under the parental roof; and Ruth, who is 
attending school. Mr. Bamford gives his political allegiance to the democracy 
and is a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union. Throughout the community 
in which he resides he enjoys an enviable reputation as a substantial agricultur- 
ist and esteemed citizen. 

: JOHN BALKANSKY. 

John Balkansky, dealer in furs, seeds, tallow and iron, has an establishment 
on Eighth street in which he is doing a thriving business. He was born August 
5, 1862, in Russia. He was educated in the schools of his native country and 
after putting aside his text-books he became a farmer, a business which he fol- 
lowed until he attained the age of thirty years. At that time, becoming con-
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vinced that the United States offered superior advantages, he emigrated to this 
country and settled in Sheboygan, and began traveling through the country sell- 
ing dry goods. He followed that business until 1898, when he opened his 

present store on Eighth street which he has since conducted. The father and 

mother are still living in Russia. 

Mr. Balkansky was married in Russia to Miss Mary Schwartz, and to this 
union have been born nine children, all of whom are living, namely: Bertha, who 

married Louie Phillips, a general merchant at Thorpe, Wisconsin, by whom she 

has two children; David, a grocer at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, who is married and 

has two children; Julius, a resident of Sheboygan, who is also married and has 

one child; Rosa, the wife of N. P. Blumfield, of Milwaukee; Harry and Lena, 

twins, residing at home; Simon, a high-school student; and Morris and Hester, 
both attending the graded schools of Sheboygan. Mr. Balkansky is an adherent 

of the republican political faith, having long since become a patriotic American 
citizen. Both he and his wife are members of the Jewish church at Sheboygan, 
being actively interested in that denomination and assisting in making it potent 
for good in the community. During his twenty years’ residence in Sheboygan 
county he has not only succeeded in building up a large and profitable business 
but has become extensively acquainted with the people of almost the entire com- 
munity. He gives very careful attention to his business, looking personally after 
all of its details and striving to the best of his ability to give entire satisfaction to 
his large number of customers. He is well known in business circles, has an 
excellent commercial rating and is enjoying a constantly increasing trade. 

PAUL KLUMB. 

Sheboygan has long been an important industrial center in Wisconsin and one 
of the large enterprises that sustain its reputation in this connection is that con- 
ducted under the name of the Globe Foundry & Machine Company, of which 
Paul Klumb is the secretary. This is a carefully organized and systematically 
conducted business at the head of which as its officers are men of well known 
enterprise and reliability, of whom Mr. Klumb is one. He was born in Washing- 
ton county, Wisconsin, March 9, 1855, and is a son of Jacob Klumb, whose birth 
occured in the village of Ellern, Koblenz, Germany, and who about 1841 came 
with his family to America, settling at Germantown, Wisconsin. In that locality 
he engaged in farming. From 1872 until 1883 he was a resident of Plymouth, 
where he owned and operated a grist mill. His last days were spent at Appleton, 
Wisconsin, where he died in 1901 at the age of seventy-seven years. He had for 
a considerable period survived his wife, who passed away in r888 at the age of 
sixty-six years. She bore the maiden name of Maria Regina Bast and was also a 
native of Koblenz. Her parents were Jacob and Catherine Bast, who came to 
America some years after Mrs. Klumb, who made the voyage to the new world 
with a brother and Sister in 1848. At the time when Jacob Klumb emigrated to 
the United States his parents also came. His father likewise bore the name of 
Jacob and was a farmer and teamster in Germany, while the son, Jacob, Jr., was 
4 moulder. The opportunities of the new world attracted them and they settled
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in Washington county, Wisconsin. Unto Jacob and Maria Klumb there were 
born eight children, the subject of this sketch being one of the six who survive: 
Peter, living in Appleton, Wisconsin; Jacob, a resident of Wiggins, Mississippi; 
Christina, who is the widow of Peter Brueckbauer, of Plymouth; Margaret, who 
is the widow of John Brueckbauer, of Milwaukee; and Emma, the wife of John 
Meyer, of Port Washington, Wisconsin. 

With the completion of his education Paul Klumb turned his attention to the 
milling business which he followed in connection with his father for twelve years, 
He then removed from Plymouth to Appleton, Wisconsin, where he was asso- 
ciated with the Willy Milling Company for fifteen years. In 1897 he came to She- 
boygan and has since been interested in industrial pursuits in connection with the 
Globe Foundry & Machine Company of which he is the secretary. The business 
was formerly owned and conducted by the Philip Meyer Company and under that 
organization Paul Klumb was president for five years. On the reorganization of 
the business under its present ownership and management he became secretary 
and has since been active in its control and administration. They are engaged 
in the building of gasoline engines, feed cutters and other machinery, and their 
constantly growing trade now covers much of this county for their output is re- 
garded as standard in the lines which they manufacture. 

In 1882 Mr. Klumb was married to Miss Minnie Meyer, who was born in 
Whitewater, Wisconsin, in 1858, and is a daughter of Phil and Minnie Meyer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Klumb now have a family of three sons and a daughter, Oscar, 

} William, Elmer and Mabel. The eldest son, twenty-five years of age, married 
Theressa Stenger, of this city. Mr. Klumb and his wife are members of Zion Re- 
formed church and he is also connected with the Modern Woodmen of America 
at Sheboygan, the Equitable Fraternal Union at Neenah, and the Fraternal Re- 
serve Association at Oshkosh. He is likewise connected with church activities 
and beneficent associations and throughout his life has manifested a spirit of 
helpfulness that finds its root in his recognition of the obligations of man to his 
fellowmen. 

ADAM J. WOLF. 

Adam J. Wolf was for many years identified with the commercial circles of 
Plymouth but has now withdrawn from general merchandising and has become an 
auctioneer. He was born in Washington county, Wisconsin, on the 14th of Au- 

gust, 1860, and is a son of Adam and Philipena (Stutzmann) Wolf. Adam Wolf 
was born in Germany on October 15, 1835, and there he was reared to the age of 
eight years. In 1843 he came to America with his father and brother, the mother 
having died in the old country, and they settled in Washington county, where the 
father engaged in farming. There Adam Wolf was reared to manhood, complet- 
ing his education in the district schools of that vicinity. He later learned the car- 
penter’s trade and located in Menomonee Falls, this state, coming from there to 
Glenbeulah, this county. Soon after becoming a resident of this county he gave up 
his trade. and went into the fire insurance business, continuing in that until his 
death. He resided in Glenbeulah until 1875 and then came to Plymouth, and here
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his death resulted from an accident on the 26th of October, 1905. He was one 
of the prominent citizens of the town and took an active interest in all municipal 

affairs and served for some time as justice of the peace and he was also notary 
public. On the roth of March, 1865, he enlisted as a private in the Fifty-first 
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and went to the front, remaining in the service un- 
til honorably discharged on the 22d of August, 1865, at Madison, this state. His 

family lived in Washington county while he was at the war and when mustered 

out he rejoined them there. The mother of our subject was born in New York 
state on May 20, 1837, coming from there to Washington county with her parents 
in her girlhood. Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wolf: William E., 
who died in 1898; Henry, who died in infancy; Adam J., our subject; Lillie, the 
widow of W. C. Neumann; and Mary, who is living with the mother. 

Reared at home in the acquirement of his education Adam J. Wolf attended 

the public schools of Menomonee Falls, Glenbeulah and Plymouth. After com- 
pleting his studies he obtained employment with the American Express Company, 

remaining in their service for fourteen years. In connection with his duties as 
their agent he also engaged in the general mercantile business in Plymouth. He 
is an enterprising man with high standards of commercial integrity and as he al- 
ways kept a good line of merchandise that he offered at reasonable prices he met 

with success in the conduct of his store. Some years ago he disposed of his busi- 

ness and has ever since been living practically retired with the exception of his 
work as auctioneer. As his services in this connection have given excellent satis- 
faction to all who have employed him he has succeeded in building up a very good 
business, and has all of the engagements that he can conveniently fill. 

On the 13th of June, 1891, Mr. Wolf was married to Miss Lena Thurmann, 
a daughter of Fred Thurmann, who was born in Germany, but emigrated to the 

United States in his early manhood, becoming a resident of Sheboygan county. 
Here he met and married Miss Bertha Halle, who became the mother of Mrs. 
Wolf. Two boys have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Wolf: Robert, whose birth 
occurred in 1898; and James, whose natal day was in 1900. 

In his political views Mr. Wolf is.a republican, but he has never been con- 
nected with the official life of the. municipality. He is one of the well-to-do 
citizens of the town and in addition to his pleasant residence here owns a summer 
home at Crystal Lake. That he has led an active and enterprising life is mani- 
fested by his present circumstances, while the regard in which he is held in the 
community evidences his worthy qualities and high principles. 

CHARLES STEPHAN. 

Charles Stephan is a well known farmer of Greenbush township, owning and 
operating a forty-acre tract of fertile land on which he has for many years made 
his home. He is a respected and representative citizen and enjoys an excellent 
standing in the community. He was born April 11, 1854, in Wyoming county, 
New York, the son of Charles and Margaret (La Valle) Stephan, natives of 
Germany, who emigrated to the new world in 1847 and settled near Buffalo, New 

York. In 1865 the parents removed to Wisconsin, taking up their abode upon
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an eighty-acre tract of land in South Prairie, Greenbush township, where the 
father lived until the time of his death. 

Charles Stephan was given a common-school education in Greenbush town- 

ship. He has always followed agricultural pursuits, being trained to that life by 
his parents. He now owns and operates forty acres in Greenbush township, 

where he has for many years made his home. 

Mr. Stephan was married in Plymouth township in 1880 to Miss Mary E, 

Schuler, a native of the state of Indiana, where she was born June 6, 1857, a 
daughter of Andrew and Mary Schuler. The parents removed to Wisconsin in 
1857, settling in Sheboygan. Mr. and Mrs. Stephan have no children of their 
own but have adopted a son, Clyde Clayton, who was born in Sheboygan county 
in 1808. 

’ In his political faith Mr. Stephan is a member of the republican party. Fra- 

ternally he holds membership in the Odd Fellows lodge, in which he takes a deep 
interest. He enjoys an excellent reputation in the community, has quite an ex- 

tensive acquaintance, and is greatly esteemed by a large number of close personal 
friends. 

CHARLES HASSELHOFER. 

Charles Hasselhofer, who engages in dairying in Wilson township, where he 
owns a well improved farm of one hundred and ten acres, was born in Germany 

in 1850. He is the only child of the late Joseph and Hannah (Rommer) Hassel- 
hofer, who were born, reared and married in Germany, whence they emigrated 

to the United States in 1858. They came direct to Sheboygan county, locating in 
Wilson township, where the father worked out by the month during the first five 
years of his residence in America. At the expiration of that time he purchased 
twenty-five acres of unimproved land, and after erecting thereon the necessary 

buildings engaged in farming on his own account. He prospered in his under- 
takings and later was able to extend the boundaries of his place until it contained 

eighty acres of land, all of which he brought into a high state of productivity. 
He continued to reside there until his death on the 29th of February, 1912, at the 

venerable age of eighty-four years. 
Charles Hasselhofer, who was a child of eight years when he accompanied his 

parents to the United States, completed the education begun in his native land in 

the district schools of Wilson township. He assisted his father with the work 

of the farm from his earliest boyhood and after leaving school he gave his un- 

divided attention to agricultural pursuits. About forty years ago he bought 
seventy acres of land which formed the nucleus of his present farm. He subse- 

quently purchased another twenty acres and about ten years ago he took over his 
father’s farm, making his entire holdings aggregate one hundred and eighty acres. 

After engaging in the cultivation of this for about three years he sold seventy 
acres of it to his son, Joseph, and now in connection with the cultivation of his 
fields he is engaging in stock-raising and makes a specialty of dairying, the ma- 

jority of the cows he is milking being Holsteins.
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In Sheboygan on the 2oth of November, 1883, Mr. Hasselhofer was united 
in marriage to Miss Rosa Myerhofer, who was born in Germany, whence she 

emigrated to the United States at the age of eighteen years. Mr. and Mrs. Has- 
selhofer are the parents of six children, as follows: Joseph, who is a farmer in 
Wilson township; Anna, the wife of Oswald Zimbal, also of Wilson township; 

Mary, who married Peter Ries, of Sheboygan; Rosa, the wife of Matt Sprengers, 
of St. Cloud, Minnesota ; and Charles and Henry, who are still at home with their 

parents. 

The family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, and his political 
support Mr. Hasselhofer gives to the democratic party. He has always led a 

life of diligence and earnest purpose and conducts his transactions in a highly 
honorable and upright manner. As a result he is esteemed in his community and 
is numbered among the substantial agriculturists. 

HENRY WHEELER, Jr. 

No history of Plymouth would be complete or satisfactory without reference 
to Henry Wheeler, Jr., who for many years figured as a leading and representa- 

tive business man and public-spirited citizen whose activities in behalf of the 
community in which he lived were ever of a practical and beneficial character. 
He was born March 31, 1854, in Woodville, Jefferson county, New York. His 

father, Henry Wheeler, was born April 16, 1830, in Rodman township, Jefferson 

county, New York. His grandfather and his great-grandfather bore the name 

of Henry Wheeler, a name that appears again and again in the annals of the fam- 

ily through many generations. The ancestors came from England, the family in 
America having been established by three brothers who settled on this side of 
the Atlantic in colonial days. One of the brothers returned to the mother coun- 
try but the other two remained on this side of the Atlantic. When a young man 
the grandfather settled in the state of New York and in recognition of his service 
as a soldier in the War of 1812 he received a land grant from the government 
which he located in Jefferson county. There he married Mrs. Lucy (Barrett) 
Butterfield, and unto them six children were born, four of whom reached adult 

age, including Henry Wheeler, the father of him whose name introduces this re- 

view. He supplemented his public-school education by study for a short period 

in a seminary at Rodman, New York. He was married September 30, 1852, at 

Ellisburg, New ‘York, to Miss Helen M. Gardner, a daughter of Horace and 

Sophronia (Lewis) Gardner, who were then residents of Jefferson county, New 

York. The Gardner family was also from England. Horace Gardner and his 
wife emigrated to Sheboygan county in 1855, settling a mile and a half northwest 

of Plymouth. The family of Henry Wheeler numbered three children: Henry, 
Jr.; Philo K., of Plymouth; and Ella, the wife of Charles Reed, of Fountain, Col- 

orado. In 1853 the father removed to Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, 
where he purchased eighty acres of timber land, which he cleared and improved. 
He later added to his holdings and developed a very fine farm. He was promi- 
nent in the community and for a number of years served as a member of the 
county board. He was also supervisor and assessor of Plymouth township and
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was president of the Plymouth Farmers Fire Insurance Company. He took an 
active part in promoting the County Fair Association and served as one of the 
officials for many years. He died April 22, 1902, and his wife passed away No- 
vember 10, 1884. 

Henry Wheeler, Jr., was only six months old when brought to Wisconsin by 
his parents and was reared in Plymouth township, pursuing his education in the 
public schools. No special event occurred during that period and when he started 
in the business world he chose farming as his occupation, renting the old An- 

drews farm north of Plymouth. This he cultivated for two years, at the end 
of which time he entered the cheese factory of S. H. Conover, where he learned 

the trade of cheese making. In 1880 he leased the Harmon factory, which he op- 
erated for three years and then purchased. In 1884 he disposed of that place 

and opened a wholesale cheese business in Plymouth, which he conducted to 

the time of his death on the 27th of August, 1907. His trade constantly grew in 
volume and importance and he became one of the successful wholesale merchants 

in this line in Sheboygan county. The business was incorporated under the name 
- of the H. Wheeler Company, of which he was president to the time of his de- 

mise. His business policy was ever a straightforward and honorable one and 
needed no disguise. He never made engagements that he did not fulfill nor in- 

curred obligations that he did not meet. Honored and respected by all, he: oc- 
cupied an enviable position in commercial and financial circles not alone by reason 
of his success but also owing to his enterprising, progressive and reliable business 

methods. 

On the 17th of March, 1880, Mr. Wheeler was united in marriage to Miss 
Catharine Sharpe, a daughter of Edward E. and Emma Pamela (Mills) Sharpe, 
both of whom were of Holland descent, their ancestors having settled in New 
York, the Sharpes taking up their abode in Willsboro and the Mills family in the 
Mohawk valley at Amsterdam. A great-great-grandfather of Mrs, Wheeler 
served in the Revolutionary war. Her grandfather, Peter Sharpe, came to the 
west about 1847, settling in Sheboygan, and in 1849, attracted by the discovery 
of gold in California, made his way to the Pacific coast. In 1851, however, he 
returned to this state and settled at Elkhart Lake in Rhine township, Sheboygan 

county, where he spent the remainder of his days. He had three children: Ed- 
ward E., the father of Mrs. Wheeler; Jerrett C., living at Elkhart Lake; and 

Helen M., the deceased wife of Joseph L. Santee, of Plymouth. Edward E. 
Sharpe was born in 1837 in Willsboro, New York, and was brought to the west 
by his father in 1847. In this state he was reared to manhood and acquired his 
education in the public schools. He learned the printer’s trade in the office of the 

Sheboygan Journal, which was owned by his grandfather, Flavius Mills. He ac- 
quired an interest in this paper, which he held to the time of his death in 1870. 

During the Civil war he was sergeant of Company C, Fourth Wisconsin Cavalry, 

and served for three years. In every relation of life he was a man whom to know 
was to esteem and honor, his many sterling qualities placing him in an enviable 
position in public regard. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sharpe were horn five children: 

Catharine J., now Mrs. Wheeler; Grace, who became the wife of Henry Meyers 
and died at the age of nineteen years; Mildred, who is the wife of Richard I. 
May, of Peoria, Illinois; Edward C., living in Seattle, Washington; and Helen 

M., the wife of Albert Miner, of Livermore, Iowa.
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Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler became the parents of four children: Edna, who is 

the wife of Carl Corbett; J. Harmon, mentioned elsewhere in this volume ; Grace, 
who is the wife of Dr. Ralph Kaysen, of Plymouth; and Bernice, who died at the 

age of fifteen years. The family are of the Episcopal faith. Their social promi- 
nence is widely recognized and their home is justly celebrated for its warm- 
hearted hospitality. 

Mr. Wheeler was a republican in his political views and for a number of years 
served as alderman of Plymouth, during which time he exercised his official pre- 
rogatives in support of many measures for the general good. He always stood 
for that which is progressive in citizenship, for that which he deemed right and 
just between himself and his fellowmen and throughout the community in which 
he lived he is spoken of in terms of high regard. 

é URBAN McLELLAN. 

Dairying and diversified farming engage the attention of Urban McLellan, 
who owns a well cultivated farm of eighty acres in Wilson township. He was 
born in Sheboygan on the 25th of January, 1857, and is a son of Andrew and 
Eliza (Lindlay) McLellan, both natives of England. The parents were married 
in England and emigrated to the United States in 1847, first locating in the state 
of Vermont. The next year they came to Sheboygan and the father established 
a grocery store on Pennsylvania avenue which he conducted for fourteen years. 
During that period he bought forty acres of land in Wilson township and after 
disposing of his store in 1862, he removed with his family to his farm and turned 
his attention to agricultural pursuits. There he passed away on the 29th of Oc- 
tober, 1879, at the age of sixty-one years and six months. He was survived for 
many years by the mother, who was seventy-eight when she died on November 
28, 1897, her natal day having been the 29th of December, 1819. The family of 
Mr. and Mrs. McLellan numbered six, as follows: William and John, both of 
whom passed away in Sheboygan where they are buried; Elizabeth, who mar- 
ried Harry Whelpley, of Chicago; Urban, our subject ; Sophia, the wife of Jacob 
Brehm of Sheboygan; and Uephin, the deceased wife of John DeSchmitt. 

Urban McLellan, who was a child of only five years when his parents removed 
to the farm, obtained his education in the district schools. When not engaged 
with his studies he assisted his father with the work of the farm, with the excep- 
tion of one summer, when he worked as a fisherman on the lake, until his death. f 
He subsequently managed the place for his mother for a time, then leased it from 
her and about two years before her death bought it. Prior to this he had pur- 
chased forty acres of land adjoining the home place, thus making his holdings 
aggregate eighty acres. Here he engages in diversified farming and dairying, 
his cattle being graded Holsteins. About fourteen years ago, Mr. McLellan re- 
modeled the house and later he erected a large new barn, and now owns one of 
the well improved and attractive properties of the community. His place is 
equipped with everything needed for its operation and he is directing his activities 
with the intelligence and capability that invariably bring good returns.
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In Sheboygan on the 14th of December, 1887, Mr. McLellan was united in 
marriage to Miss Aurelia Brehm, a daughter of Jacob Brehm, who is mentioned 
at greater length in the sketch of Ferdinand Brehm. The political allegiance of 
Mr. McLellan is accorded to the democratic party, and he served for ten years 
as school director and two terms as supervisor. He has always been a diligent, 
enterprising man and has so capably directed his undertakings as to become num- 
bered among the prosperous and successful agriculturists of his community. 

ERNST F. ZIMMERMANN. 

Ernst F. Zimmermann is one of the successful and highly respected men of 
Sheboygan county, where he is proprietor and operator of a rendering plant lo- 
cated a short distance outside the city limits of Sheboygan. He is a native of 
Germany, having been born in that country on February 27, 1864, and is a son of 
Frederick and Christina (Falk) Zimmermann. On the 12th of October, 1886, 
Ernst F. Zimmermann took ship at Bremen, having traveled to that port from 
Pommerania. Sixteen days later, on October 27, he landed at Baltimore and set 
out at once on the three days’ trip to Sheboygan, where he arrived on the Ist of 
November. His father was by occupation a farmer in his native land and emi- 
grated to America in the spring of 1887, settling in the city of Sheboygan. Fol- 
lowing his arrival in this country, he was employed for eighteen years in one of 
Sheboygan’s enterprising manufacturing establishments. Nine children were 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Zimmermann: Carl and August, who are still 
living in the old country; Augusta, deceased, who was the wife of August 
Braeger, also deceased; Ernestina, now the wife of Christ Wallow, of this 
county ; Frederick; Ernst; Anna, the wife of August Beiersdorf, of Antigo, Wis- 
consin ; Louisa, who is the wife of Christ Schultz, a farmer of Sheboygan county; 
and Ferdinand, whose home is in Oshkosh, this state. 

Ernst F. Zimmermann was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 
education in Germany, his native land. Upon coming to this country he became 
an employe in the factory of a wooden ware company and continued in that 
establishment for four and one-half years. For thirteen years he filled the position 
of hide man in a Sheboygan tannery and during that period became skilled in all 
the processes employed in a plant of that character. Subsequently he purchased 
two and one-half acres of land a half mile west of the city of Sheboygan, upon 
which he built a rendering plant, it being the only one of its kind near that city, 
and to the operation of this business he has since given his entire attention. 

Mr. Zimmermann was united in marriage on the 26th of July, 1889, to Miss 
Emily Henning, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Henning. Her parents are 
both natives of Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Zimmermann seven children have 
been born, six of whom are still living: Alice; Minnie, now the wife of Walter 
Freiher, of Sheboygan; and Arthur, Esther, Ervin and Harvey, all of whom 

are at home with their parents. Mr. Zimmermann’s family are members of the 
Lutheran church and he is an attendant at its services and gives it his liberal 
support. He is a member of the Home Order of Foresters and also a member 
of the Fancy Poultry Association of this state. He takes a commendable interest
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in local politics and is treasurer of school district No. 6, an office he has held for 

the past three years. In political matters he supports the men most loyal to the 

best interests of the people, rather than a party. Mr. Zimmermann is a man 
highly esteemed for his integrity and industrious habits of life. His business 

ability is demonstrated by the success which he has attained in the establishment 

and successful operation of his rendering works. He is interested in and always 
identified with any public measure which promises advancement and has in many 
ways proven his worth to the community, being in the most noble sense of the 

term a “self-made man.” 

BERT DRESSLER. 

Bert Dressler, the son of Gottlieb Dressler, was born in Sheboygan, March 

23, 1869. The father, who was a native of Germany, came to America in 1868, 
settling in Sheboygan county soon after his arrival in the new world. He was a 

tailor by trade and followed that business for thirteen years. He then secured 
employment in a factory, where he worked until his retirement from active labor, 
his death occurring in Sheboygan in 1900. For his life companion and helpmate 
he had chosen Julia Kramer, whose parents were natives of Germany, and to 
this union eight children were born, the subject of this review being the third in 
order of birth. 

The educational advantages of Bert Dressler were secured in the schools of 
Sheboygan, after which he was employed for eleven years in a factory of this 
city, eight years of that time being spent in the employ of the Trost Veneering 
Seating Company. He then removed to Kankakee, Illinois, entering the employ 

of the David Bradley Manufacturing Company, in whose service he remained for 
twelve years, or until 1904, when he returned to Sheboygan. On his arrival in 
this city he engaged in the saloon business on Michigan street, continuing in this 
location for five years. In 1909 he removed to his present place of business, 
the Log Cabin, where he is meeting with encouraging financial returns. 

In November, 1890, Mr. Dressler was united in marriage to Miss Ida Schef- 
fler, the daughter of Julius Scheffler, a native of Germany, and to this union 
was born one child who passed away in infancy. Mr. Dressler holds member- 
ship in the Fraternal Order of Eagles and also belongs to the Odd Fellows. He 
is well known in the city and county where he was born and reared, and has a 
large number of friends. 

CHARLES W. FISCHER. 

On the rostrum of county officials in Sheboygan county appears the name of 
Charles W. Fischer, who in 1910 was elected to the position of clerk. He was 
Well qualified for the duties of the office, owing to his previous experience in fill- 
ing out the unexpired term of E. B. Mattoon, who had been appointed postmaster. 
Mr, ‘a took the office in 1908 and served until January, 1909. He was then 

ol. T—14
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defeated for the position by August G. Meyers, whom he in turn defeated in 1910, 
He is proving capable and faithful, having carefully systematized the duties of 
the position which he is now discharging with credit to himself and satisfaction 
to his constituents. 

Mr. Fischer was born in Plymouth, April 5, 1879, and is a son of Henry w, 
and Theresa (Karpe) Fischer. The father was for a number of years engaged in 
the shoe business at Plymouth where he established his home in 1852. He re. 
mained, thereafter, a valued and representative citizen of that place to the time of 
his death, which occurred in February, 1909. He not only figured prominently in 
business circles, but was also the first supervisor for Plymouth and was filling 
that position at the time of his demise. His wife had died when her son Charles 
was but eleven years of age. 

In the place of his nativity Charles W. Fischer spent his boyhood and youth 
and entered the public schools, passing through consecutive grades and attending 
the high school. He then started out in the business world, becoming printer's 
“devil” in the office of the Plymouth Reporter. He continued in connection with 
that paper for a number of years, working his way gradually upward until he 
was made foreman of the office. He resigned upon his election to the position of 
county clerk and the Reporter thus lost one of its most capable representatives, 
His present position is not the only office that he has filled. He succeeded his 
father as supervisor, representing the first ward of Plymouth and he was also 
for two years, 1909 and 1910, county superintendent of the poor. In every re- 
lation of life he has been found trustworthy, capable and energetic, and the rec- 

: ord he has made is, therefore, a most creditable one. 
In 1907 Mr. Fischer was married to Miss Emma Alten, of Plymouth, in which 

place her father, August Alten, a retired farmer, now resides.. To Mr, and Mrs. 
Fischer has been born one daughter, Thersa, whose birth occurred on the 25th of 
February, 1912. Mr. Fischer is well known in fraternal circles, holding member- 
ship with the Elks, the Equitable Fraternal Union, the F. O. R. and the Eagles. 
He is loyal to their teachings and he has many friends in those organizations. 
Widely known throughout the county ‘he is popular because of his attractive so- 
cial qualities and his recognized sterling worth. é 

CLARKE W. JACKSON. 

Clarke W. Jackson is secretary and treasurer of the Plymouth Chair Com- 
pany, a thriving industry of Plymouth organized nine years ago. He is a repre- 
sentative of one of the early pioneer families of Sheboygan county, his father 
having located here more than half a century ago. His birth occurred in Lyndon, 
this county, on the 28th of December, 1872, and he is a son of Abraham N, and 
Addie (Huson) Jackson. In the paternal line he is descended from an old New 
York family, his people having for many years resided in the vicinity of Boone- 
ville, where Abraham N. Jackson was born on the 23d of February, 1821. There 
he was reared and educated and trained to agricultural pursuits, making his home 

in his native state until 1858, when he came to Wisconsin. Upon his arrival in 
‘ this county he settled on a farm in Lyndon township that he operated during
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the remainder of his active life. In 1894 he retired from the work of the fields 

and removed to Sheboygan Falls, where he passed away in 1897. The mother is 

still living. 

The boyhood and youth of Clarke W. Jackson were passed on his father’s 
farm, his education being acquired in the common schools of Waldo. Having de- 

cided to become a pharmacist, after graduating from the high school he went to 

the State University at Madison and pursued his professional course. He was 

graduated with the degree of Ph. G. in 1894, and during the succeeding six years 
he was identified with the drug business. In 1900 he accepted a position as 

traveling salesman with a wholesale drug house, remaining in their service until 
1903. In the latter year together with others he organized The Plymouth Chair 

Company and has been secretary and treasurer of this enterprise ever since it 
was incorporated. The firm is composed of capable business men, who have most 
intelligently directed its development as is manifested by its growth and prosper- 
ous condition, and it is now one of the strong and stable industries of the town. 

In 1897, Mr. Jackson was united in marriage to Miss Etma Scheibe, a daugh-- 

ter of August and Anna (Nather) Scheibe, well known and highly respected 
pioneer settlers of Plymouth, where the grandparents in both the maternal and 
paternal lines located in the ’50s. Two children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Jackson: Marjory, who is attending school; and Wilbur. 

The family attend the Episcopal church and Mr. Jackson is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, while in politics he is a republican, and is the present incum- 
bent of the office of city clerk. Mr. Jackson is prospering in his undertakings 
as he is diligent and systematic in his methods and has well organized and definite 
plans, and is concentrating his entire forces upon their achievement. 

ROBERT HORNECK. 

One of the most enviable characteristics which a man can have is a capacity 
for making and holding friends. Business success or even an honorable public 
life is barren unless prosperity is enjoyed by others. Robert Horneck is a con- 
spicuous example of the power of personality in a man. He is one of the most 
popular citizens of Sheboygan county, for his qualities of joviality and good na- 
ture have made him liked and respected by his many acquaintances and 
have made each acquaintance a firm friend. He was born in the town of 
Rhine, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, November 12, 1873. His father was 
Phillip Horneck, a native of Germany, who was born in that country February 
16, 1830, and came to Wisconsin in 1848 and worked on a farm in Germantown, 
this state, for fifty dollars a year. He came to Sheboygan county in 1850 and 
married Cathrina Hartman on January 1, 1854. He took up a homestead of forty 
acres in the town of Rhine and died there May 11, 1907. During the course of 
his life he became prominent in local politics but never held office outside of the 
township. He was chairman of the town board and held the position of town 
treasurer for several terms. He was a prominent member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and kept up this connection until the time of his death.
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He and his wife were the parents of twelve children, seven sons and five daugh- 
ters. Cathrina Horneck, the mother of our subject, is still living. 

Robert Horneck received his early education in the district schools of this 
county and later attended business college in Sheboygan and Milwaukee. Im. 
mediately after leaving school he obtained a position in a general store in Ply. 
mouth and continued in this occupation for two and a half years, until 1896, 
when he came to Elkhart Lake and engaged in a similar line of activity until 
1899. By much saving he acquired enough money to buy the store of Charles 
Griem, in which he was a clerk, and in partnership with his brother conducted 
this enterprise in conjunction with a saloon until August, 1910, when they sold 
the merchandise department to J. Vick & Son, the brother of our subject still 
retaining charge of the saloon. 

On March 2, 1899, Mr. Horneck was united in marriage to Miss Sophia 
Stoltzman, a daughter of August and Eliza (Siemers) Stoltzman. The father, 
a native of Germany, came to America in 1855 and settled in Manitowoc county, 
Wisconsin, where he lived for many years. He came to the town of Rhine 
in 1894, where he engaged in the merchandise and saloon business for thirteen 
years, removing to Sheboygan in 1907, where he still lives. He is a prominent 
figure in county affairs and during the course of his life has held many town of- 
fices. To Mr. Horneck and his wife have been born three children: Elda, eleven 

years old; Roma, aged eight; and Edgar, now in his sixth year. 
Mr. Horneck gives his political allegiance to the democratic party but beyond 

voting for the men and policies for which it stands at each election, he takes no 
very active part in public affairs. The only office which he has held is that of 
village treasurer, in which capacity he served for many years. He is prominent in 

the Order of Eagles and gives much of his time and attention to the affairs of 
that organization. He is popular in his home city and well liked by all who know 
him. He is a good-natured, genial and lovable man and his honorable business 

career has won him the esteem and respect of his fellow citizens. 

CHARLES HANF. 

Charles Hanf, vice president of the Farmers & Merchants Bank of Sheboy- 

gan, formerly a successful shoe merchant, is now living a retired life. He was 
born in Germany, November 23, 1836, a son of Godfrey Hanf, also a native of 

the fatherland. The education of Charles Hanf was received in the schools of 
his native land and when he was about seventeen years of age he crossed the At- 

lantic, settling in Maryland upon his arrival in this country. He there worked 
in an oil-cloth factory, being the only white man among a number of slaves, and 

there he stayed one year, receiving four dollars per month for his labor. He then 
went to Buffalo, New York, and for two years sailed on the great lakes, receiv- 

ing from seven to twelve dollars per month, and at the end of that time settled 
in Superior, Wisconsin, where he remained two years and then walked through 
the woods to Sheboygan but only stayed a short time, after which he returned to 
Superior. The following summer he came to Sheboygan by boat and then mar- 

ried and returned with his wife to Superior, where he remained until 1865, being



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 269 

employed on the lakes for a time and later on in the mines. In that year he re- 

turned to Sheboygan and, being favorably impressed by the opportunities offered 
in this town, settled here in 1865, establishing his home. Here he engaged in the 
shoe business, in the conduct of which he rapidly built up a fine trade which was 

increased to such an extent that in 1898 he was justified in retiring from active 

life. At the time of the organization of the Farmers & Merchants Bank of She- 
boygan he took a lively interest in the promotion of that institution and upon its 

organization became its vice president and has since held that position. 

The marriage of Mr. Hanf occurred in 1861, the lady of his choice being Miss 
Augusta Festerling, of Sheboygan, with whom he had become acquainted while 

engaging in work on the great lakes. Unto them have been born three children: 

Matilda, the wife of Henry C. Hoppe, sheriff of Sheboygan county ; Louisa, who 

is the widow of H. L. Roth and now makes her home with her parents; and 
Lillian, the wife of O. C. Neumeister, cashier of the Farmers & Merchants Bank. 

In his political views Mr. Hanf is a republican, but he has never been a politician 
in the office-seeking sense of the term. He has, however, taken a commendable 

interest in the political affairs of his adopted country and has always been one 
of its most loyal citizens. His fraternal connections are with the Royal Arcanum 
and the National Union. His long and useful business career has served to make 
him well acquainted with a very large number of people in Superior and Sheboy- 

gan. He has always been a most upright, progressive and active citizen, having 

the interest of his community at heart as well as looking after the acquirement of 
a sufficient fortune with which he might retire and live in comfort during his de- 
clining years. He is respected wherever known and has long been considered 
one of the leading citizens of Sheboygan. 

CARL AUGUST BORN. 

The popular and efficient manager of Born’s Park and Sanitarium is Carl 
August Born, who was the founder of that institution which was opened in 1882. 

He was born in the town of Rhine, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, November 21, 

1851. The father, Carl A. Born, a native of the Rhine province, Germany, 
emigrated to the United States in 1848, his purpose in becoming a resident of this 

country being not only to take advantage of the better business opportunities 

which the new world offered but also to escape the consequences of the German 

revolution. Soon after coming to this country he made his way to Sheboygan 
county and settled in the town of Rhine, where he bought a section of land partly 

on section 26 and partly on section 35. He also embarked in the general mer- 
chandise business. In the fatherland he had been a silk merchant and manufac- 
turer. His business enterprises brought excellent results, both in Germany and 
in Sheboygan, and he became affluent in his circumstances. He sold the business 
in Sheboygan and opened a store at Franklin, but after conducting it for a time 
sold it in 1856. In 1854 he had been the proprietor of the Wisconsin House for 
about a year during the cholera epidemic. After disposing of his store he went 

to Germany on a visit and on returning home the steamer Austria, on which he 

had taken Passage, was destroyed by fire and he lost his life. This catastrophe
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occurred on the 13th of September, 1857, when he was about thirty-two years of 
age. The mother, Wilhelmina (Koch) Born, was also a native of Germany, pass. 
ing away in 1887. While residents of Germany the parents had been members of 
the German Lutheran church. In their family were five children, the other mem- 
bers of the family beside Carl August being: one who died in infancy; Wil. 
helmina, whose death occurred at the Wisconsin House in Sheboygan when she 
was five years of age, as the result of cholera; William F., who was born in 
Rhine and while hunting was shot in 1876, at the age of twenty-two years; and 
Louis, whose birth occurred in Franklin, Herman township, and who Passed 
away when one year of age. 

Carl August Born was partly educated in Peoria, Illinois, a city to which his 
widowed mother had removed after the death of her husband. From Peoria she 
returned to the town of Rhine, where she made her home and where the subject 
of this review attended the district schools, while later he pursued his education 
in the Herman schools. Afterward he became a pupil in the Mission House and 
still later was a student in the Sheboygan high school. On laying aside his text- 
books he was engaged as a clerk for the Frank Geele Hardware Company, a po- 
sition which he accepted at the age of nineteen years. He worked for that com- 
pany for two years, then removed to Nebraska where he resided for a time, and 
subsequently secured employment as a traveling salesman for the Gray Brothers, 
wholesale hardware dealers of Chicago. He then traveled for a gun and sporting 
goods house of Minnesota for some time, after which he returned to Sheboygan 

: where he went into the implement business, in which he remained until in 1880, 
In that year he went to Germany to settle an estate left him by his uncle, and 
shortly after his return opened, on the 1st of January, 1882, the Born’s Park 

of which he has since been manager. This was conducted as a park only until in 
1905, when water containing medicinal properties was discovered in a well which 

. had been drilled in the park, at which time he opened a sanitarium. The proper- 
ties of the water were such as to attract a large number of patients, which is in- 

creasing year by year. The business grew to such proportions that it was thought 
wise to incorporate the business, which is now known as Born’s Park Company. 

In connection with the establishment fine buildings have been erected, a swim- 

ming pool installed and the park grounds and surroundings have been beautified 
until the place has become noted. 

Mr. Born was married in 1887 to Miss Minnie Brauer, a native of Mosel, 
Sheboygan county, her birth occurring in 1852. Mr. Born has taken an active 
interest and been prominent in municipal affairs of the city of which he has been 
the mayor, chief of police and alderman at various times during the past twenty 
five years. In his fraternal relations he is a member of the Eagles, the Turn- 

verein, the Concordia Singing Society and the Sheboygan Arbeiter Verein. In 
1869 he organized the Evergreen City Cadets, being elected their captain. He 
resigned this position in 1876, after which he was again elected captain. Mr. 
Born has also an interesting military chapter in his career. When the Wisconsin 

' Militia was reorganized the company which he had founded as the Evergreen 
City Cadets became Company C of the Second Wisconsin Regiment, and in 1893 
he was made major in this regiment. A year later he became lieutenant colonel 
and in 1895 he was promoted to the rank of colonel of the regiment and in that 

capacity served until after the Spanish-American war, when he retired. The
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Second Wisconsin was embarked at Charleston, South Carolina, and was sent 
with General Miles’ expedition to Porto Rico. The force landed in the Bay of 
Ponce and the regiment was the first to set foot on the island and remained there 
until the peace protocol was signed. The regiment was engaged in action with 

the Spanish troops at Coamo, Porto Rico, in July, 1898, and acquitted itself with 

credit. On September rst the regiment returned to the United States and at once 
was ordered to Sheboygan where it arrived September 9th and there was dis- 
charged on November 15th. 

Mr. Born has been actively connected with the business and public life of 
the city for so long that he is known as an enterprising citizen to practically 

every resident in his community and to a large number of people of Sheboygan 

county. He has been and is one of the most prominent citizens of Sheboygan 
and has been of great service in the progress of this section. He is respected by 
all who know him and held in high esteem by a large circle of friends which he 

made in business, social and fraternal relations. 

ERNST TRUTTSCHEL. 

Ernst Truttschel is one of the well known and highly esteemed pioneer farm- 
ers of Sheboygan county and is also one of the veteran soldiers of the Civil war. 
He has lived retired since 1904, at which time he removed to the city of She- 
boygan, where he maintains his residence at No. 1721 North Ninth street. He was 
born on the 11th of February, 1832, in Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Germany, and is a 
son of Nicholas and Caroline (Linse) Truttschel, both of whom are natives of 
Germany. The father was by trade and occupation a cooper and after his mar- 
riage he successfully operated a hotel located on one of the main traveled roads 
in the district in which he lived. He emigrated to America in 1848 and settled 
ona farm in Sheboygan county. His first purchase of land in the new world con- 
sisted of twenty acres, on which he built a log house and engaged in the improve- 
ment and cultivation of his farm. He later added to his original purchase until 
he became the owner of one hundred and ninety- acres of rich Sheboygan county 
land. He continued to be engaged in general farming upon that property until 
the time of his death, which occurred in September, 1878. The mother passed 
away in July, 1852. Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Truttschel became the parents of 
six children: August, born in 1830, who was married and passed away in Ply- 
mouth leaving five children; Ernst, the subject of this review; Charles, of She- 
boygan, who is married and has four children; Ferdinand, living on the old home- 
stead with his son August, who is married and has five children; Lena, who is the 
wife of Fred Festerling; and Hulda, the wife of Joseph Hertig. The father and 
mother of this family were members of the German Lutheran church. 

Ernst Truttschel was reared in his parents’ home and received his education 
in the schools of his native land. He emigrated with his parents to America and 
during his life as a young man was engaged at work on his father’s farm. In 
1861 he started in life for himself as a farmer on fifty acres of land located in 
Mosel township. That property had been purchased by his father and was later 
acquired by the subject of this review. In 1865 he disposed of his fifty acres and
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purchased eighty acres located on section 34 and in 1867 he bought seventy acres 
more, which gave him in all a farm of one hundred and fifty acres. There he 
established his home and was continuously engaged in the cultivation of that 
property until 1902, at which time he sold the old home to his son Richard and jn 

1904 removed to Sheboygan city, where he has since lived a retired life in the 

enjoyment of a well earned rest. In 1864 he became a soldier in the service of 

his adopted country. He was mustered into service in Company A, of the Sixth 
Wisconsin Regiment of Volunteer Infantry. His regiment was immediately sent 
to the front and on February 6 and 7, 1865, engaged in the battle of Hatchers 
Run. Later, on the 31st of March and April 1, 1865, he was in the battle of Five 

Forks. The old Sixth Wisconsin Regiment was one of the regiments belonging 

to the Iron Brigade of which General Edward S. Bragg, of Fond du Lac, was the 
last commander, and that brigade belonged to the Army of the Cumberland and 
was under the immediate command of General U. S. Grant. Mr. Truttschel was 

at Appomattox at the time of the surrender of Lee and later took part in the 
Grand Review at Washington at the close of the war. 

Mr. Truttschel was united in marriage on the 18th of April, 1861, to Miss 

Wilhelmina Festerling, a daughter of Christian and Louisa Festerling, both of 
whom were natives of Herz, Prussia, and who emigrated to America in 1848, 

settling in Mosel township. The father died in 1903 and the mother in 1895. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Truttschel seven children have been born: Edith, who married 

Henry Kohrman, an employe of the American Manufacturing Company of She- 

boygan, by whom she has one child; Albert and Gustave, twins ; Louisa, deceased, 
who became the wife of Jacob Preuchel, also deceased, and had three children, 

who are living; Richard; George, of Milwaukee, who is an elevator inspector; 

and Mina, who is the wife of Frank Sommersberger, of Mosel township. On the 
18th of April, 1911, Mr. and Mrs, Truttschel celebrated their golden wedding 

and had the pleasure of entertaining all of the members of their immediate family 

as well as their grandchildren and great grandchildren. Mr. Truttschel served 

for two years as a member of the board of supervisors of his township. He is 
one of the well known and respected pioneer citizens of Sheboygan county and 
a man who through his long years of active service has been always interested 

in the welfare of the people of his county and state. 

GILBERT C. GRANGER. 

Gilbert C. Granger is one of the widely known citizens of Sheboygan county, 

of which he has been a resident during nearly all the years of his life. Since 
December, 1898, he has been in the employ of the government as a rural mail 
carrier and has the distinction of being the first appointee to that position in She- 

boygan county. He was born in McHenry county, Illinois, June r9, 1850, and is 
a son of Gilbert and Susan B. (Williams) Granger. The founder of the Ameri- 
can branch of the Granger family of which the subject of this review is a direct 

descendant was Launcelot Granger, a native of England, who emigrated to this 

; country at an early day and settled at Suffield, Connecticut, where he died Sep- 
tember 3, 1689. The next in line of descent was George Granger, who was born
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November 28, 1658, at Newbury, Massachusetts, and was there married to Miss 
Lydia Younglove, of Suffield, Connecticut. They were the parents of ten chil- 

dren, of whom John was the eldest. John Granger was born May 30, 1694, at 

Suffield, Connecticut, and married Miss Dinah Holcomb, of Simsbury, that state. 

His death occurred on the 6th of September, 1782, and his wife passed away 

December 17, 1788. They were the parents of nine children, of whom Elisha 
was sixth in order of birth. Elisha Granger was born July 3, 1743, at Turkey 
Hills parish, now East Granby, Connecticut. He married Sarah Pierce, of Sims- 

bury, Connecticut, and her death occurred on February 17, 1775. He was again 

married, his second union being with Hannah Harmon, of Phelps, New York, 

who passed away June 26, 1807, his death occurred April 12, 1821. Five chil- 

dren were born to them, Pierce being second in order of birth. He was born 

August 13, 1769, at Turkey Hills parish, Connecticut, and married Clarissa 

Trumbull, of Suffield, Connecticut. He died at Maxfield, Ohio, October 6, 1845, 

and his wife died at Phelps, New York, August 18, 1813. Of their family of 

twelve children Oliver was second in order of birth. He was born February 7, 
1794, at Phelps, New York, and later moved to Ohio, his death occurring at Kirk- 

land, that state, August 27, 1841. He married Lydia Dibble and they became 

the parents of eight children, of whom Gilbert was the eldest. Gilbert Granger, 
the father of the subject of this review, was born October 14, 1814, at Phelps, 

New York, and was married at Maxfleld, Ohio, June 20, 1838, to Miss Alice 

Marble, whose death occurred at Waukegan, Illinois, August 7, 1847. On May 
24, 1849, he was again married, his second union being with Susan B. Williams, 

of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and to them was born a son, Gilbert C., of this review. 

By his first marriage Mr. Granger became the father of four children, only one 
of whom grew to maturity, Dighton C., now a resident of Chicago. As a young 
man the father removed from the city of his nativity to Maxfield, Ohio, where 
his first marriage occurred. Shortly afterward he started for Illinois and in 
1850 took up his residence in McHenry county, that state. In that year he 
started for California and his death occurred at American river, that state, in 

August of the same year. 

Gilbert C. Granger was reared in the home of his uncle, Bartholomew Trum- 

bull, and received his elementary education in the district schools of Wilson 

township. At the age of seventeen he started in life for himself and engaged in 

work for his uncle, with whom he remained until he was twenty-one years of 

age. He then worked out for a few years and later purchased a farm of forty 
acres located on section 7 in Wilson township, Sheboygan county. On that place 

he lived until 1881, when he removed to Lima township, having sold the place 

on section 7, and there lived on section 14 until 1892, after which time he re- 
turned to Wilson township and established his home on the old Trumbull place, 
where he continued to reside until 1896. He then built a house on his own farm 
on section 6, in Wilson township and there continued to live until r911, when he 
tented his farm to his son-in-law, George Scharinger. He then purchased a 
home in Sheboygan Falls, where he now resides. In 1899 Mr. Granger received 
the appointment as rural mail carrier and has since continued in that service. 

Mr. Granger was united in marriage November 25, 1873, in Sheboygan town- 

ship, to Miss Julia Gould, a daughter of William and Ruth (Slocum) Gould, 
both of whom were natives of Nova Scotia, where all their children were born
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with the exception of their daughter, Julia, whose birth occurred in Sheboygan 
county. She was educated in Sheboygan and is a graduate of the old Union school, 
The family came to this country in 1849, taking up their abode on a farm in She. 

boygan township, in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where the parents continued 

to live during the remaining years of their lives. Mrs. Granger’s great-grandfather 

and also her grandfather, William Gould, were soldiers, the latter being a member 

of the English army which was engaged in the battle of Waterloo. To Mr. and 
‘Mrs, Granger five children have been born:, Dighton, who is also a rural mail car- 

rier and resides at Sheboygan Falls; Rosie, the wife of William Wilke, of Wilson 

township; Evelyn, the wife of George Scharinger, of Wilson township; Daisy, 

the wife of William Rammer, of Appleton, Wisconsin; and Chester, who is A 

rural mail carrier and resides at home. 

Mr. Granger is affiliated with the republican party but during late years has 
taken little or no part in political matters. He was for five years chairman of 
Wilson township and served as assessor in both Wilson and Lima townships. He 
has also held various school and township offices in Sheboygan county. He is 
a member of the Christian Science church and is in every way entitled to be 
numbered among the useful and desirable citizens of his county and state. 

WILLIAM ALBERT HILPERTSHAUSER. 

William Albert Hilpertshauser is treasurer of the Globe Foundry & Machine 

Company, which was organized in 1903 and has since conducted a large and 
growing business in the building of gasoline engines and feed cutters. Their 
output is today large, indicating capable and successful management on the part 
of the officers of the company. William A. Hilpertshauser was born in Sheboy- 

gan, March 19, 1867, a son of Jacob and Anna (Schweitzer) Hilpertshauser, both 
of whom were natives of the Canton of St. Gallen, Switzerland, in which country 

they were reared and married. They were parents of one child when they emi- 

grated to the new world in 1854, establishing their home in St. Louis, Missouri, 
where the father worked at the carpenter’s trade for two years. He then went 

with his family to Chicago, in 1856 came to Sheboygan and later established his 

home at Howards Grove, Wisconsin. He returned, however, to Sheboygan, 
where he worked at carpentering and contracting, being identified with building 

operations in this city to the time of his death, which occurred February 8, 1890, 
when he was sixty years of age. He was a member of the Reformed church and 

was very active in politics as an advocate of democratic principles. His patriotic 

spirit was aroused at the time of the Civil war and he enlisted in the Forty-fifth 
Wisconsin Infantry for active service during which he was wounded in an en- 

gagement. His widow still survives him at the advanced age of eighty-three 

years. Of their family of ten children only three are now living: John Jacob, 
who is superintendent of the Globe Foundry & Machine Company; William A., 
of this review; and George, who is engaged in the contracting business in She- 

boygan. 
When his school days were over William A. Hilpertshauser began learning
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the moulder’s trade as an apprentice. He served in that capacity for three years 
in Sheboygan and in 1884 went to Chicago, where he worked at his trade until 
1893, when he retuned to Sheboygan, where he has since made, his home and 
engaged in business. From 1895 until 1903 he served as foreman of the moulding 
shop of the P. H. Meyer Company, which concern was succeeded by the Globe 
Foundry & Machine Company. He and his elder brother, who organized the 

latter company in 1903, have ever since successfully conducted its business. They 
now have a large and splendidly equipped plant for the building of gasoline en- 
gines and feed cutters and their output is shipped extensively throughout the 

United States, their trade extending to almost every portion of the country. The 
business has been built up along substantial lines and the employment of the most 

honorable methods has also been a strong feature in the success which has come 
to them. 

In 1895 Mr. Hilpertshauser was united in marriage to Miss Hattie Ahrens, 
who was born in the town of Mosel, Sheboygan county, a daughter of Christo- 
pher and Annie (Knabe) Ahrens, the former a farmer of Mosel. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hilpertshauser are now parents of five children: Julia, aged fourteen years, and 
Robert, aged thirteen years, both at school; and Johann, Eugene and Margaret, 
aged respectively ten, eight and two years. In religious faith the parents are 
identified with the Reformed church and fraternally Mr. Hilpertshauser is con- 
nected with the Modern Woodmen of America. Practically his entire life has 
been passed in this city, which he still makes his home, and here he has so di- 
rected his labors as to win not only a handsome competence but the high regard 
of his fellowmen. His business activity has been an important feature in indus- 
trial circles here and at the same time has brought him a gratifying individual 
return. 

BYRON W. ROWE. 

The commercial and industrial interests of Plymouth find a worthy represen- 
tative in the person of Byron W. Rowe, who is engaged in the wholesale cheese 
business. He was born in this city on the 20th of April, 1857, and is a son of 
Joseph J. and Martha C. (Moore) Rowe. The father was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, in 1822, and there was reared to manhood and acquired his edu- 
cation. When old enough to choose a vocation he decided upon the wagon- 
maker's trade, which he followed until he came to Plymouth in 1856. He then 
engaged in contracting and building, continuing to follow this business until his 
retirement. The Rowe family is of English extraction, but they have long been 
residents of this country, having first located in Philadelphia. 

Byron W. Rowe has passed his entire life in Plymouth, to whose public 
schools he is indebted for his education. After laying aside his text-books he ob- 
tained a position in a cheese factory, where he learned the trade and has ever 
since been identified with this business. He has been very successful in the de- 
velopment of his interests and is now one of the foremost business men in Ply- 
mouth. Mr. Rowe was formerly engaged in the operation of factories but his
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entire attention is now devoted to the wholesale trade and he has built up an ex. 

cellent patronage. 

In 1885, Mr. Rowe was united in marriage to Miss Vira Dutcher, a daughter 

of Joshua and Cynthia (Marsh) Dutcher, who came to Sheboygan county from 
Belleville, New York, during the pioneer days. Two daughters have been born 

to Mr. and Mrs. Rowe: Maude, who is a graduate of the Milwaukee Normal 
School; and Mae, who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. Both 
daughters are living at home. 

The family attend church and the daughters are church members. In poli- 

tics Mr. Rowe is a republican and is now a member of the school board: He js 

also a member of the Iroquois Club and is held in high regard in the business 

circles of the town, as he is known as a man of upright principles who maintains 

a high standard of commercial integrity in all of his transactions. He and his 
family have always figured prominently in local social circles, the hospitality of 
the best homes being accorded them, while collectively and individually they can 

always be depended upon to assist in promoting every movement that will tend to 
advance the intellectual or moral standards of the community. 

AUGUST HERBST. 

August Herbst resides on a farm located on section 20, Wilson township, 

which has been in the possession of his family for sixty-four years. He was 

born in Hanover, Germany, on the 2d day of May, 1845, and is a son of Henry 
and Dorothea Herbst, likewise natives of Hanover, whence they emigrated to the 

United States in 1848. They came direct to Sheboygan county and the father 
purchased forty acres of timber land in Wilson township which he immediately 
set about clearing and improving. There the mother passed away on the 11th of 
October, 1876, at the age of seventy years. The father survived her for nearly 

ten years, his death occurring on January 7, 1886. They were the parents of five 

children. ; 
The eldest child in a family of limited circumstances, naturally August Herbst 

was given the advantages of but a meager education. During his early youth 
there were practically but two occupations open to lads living in the rural dis- 
tricts, cutting wood and fishing, both of which he followed the greater part of 

the time when his services were not required about the farm. He remained at 

home until his marriage, following which he purchased a farm adjoining his 

father’s place and continued to reside there until March, 1876, when he and his 

wife moved back to the old homestead and here he has even since resided. Mr. 
Herbst enlisted and went to the front as a member of Company I, Thirty-seventh 
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry in 1864, and remained in the service until the close 

of hostilities. He was a member of the first brigade of the Army of the Potomac 
under the command of General Grant and was mustered out at Washington, D. C., 
July 27, 1865. 

Mr. Herbst was married on the 21st of November, 1869, to Miss Johanna 

Gotter, a daughter of Frederick and Johanna Gotter, pioneer settlers of Sheboy- 
gan township, who came here from Silesia, Germany, in 1858 and located on 4
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farm. The parents are both deceased, the mother having passed away in 1885 

and the father in 1887. Mr. and Mrs. Herbst are the parents of the following 

children: Henry, who is a resident of Wilson township; Lizzie, the wife of 

Henry Bussert, of Sheboygan; William, who is living on the old homestead; Ida, 

the wife of August Thielman, of Sheboygan; Emma, who married Frank De 

Muth, also of Sheboygan; and Clara, the wife of Otto Menz, of Sheboygan. 

Mr. Herbst accords his political support to the men and measures of the re- 

publican party and he has served for two terms as township supervisor and a 

like period as treasurer. He maintains relations with his old comrades of the 
field through the medium of his membership in Wintermeyer Post, No. 187, 

G. A. R., with which he has been affiliated since its organization in 1885. Mr. 
Herbst has always led a diligent, active life and such success as has come to him 

is the well merited reward of persistent effort and unceasing application. 

WILLIAM H. BEUTEL. 

William H. Beutel, president and senior member of the Sheboygan Coaster 
& Wagon Works, a corporation, was born in Sheboygan Falls, December 22, 

1873, a son of August and Augusta (Ulrich) Beutel. The parents were natives 

of Germany and the father emigrated to America in 1867, and located first at 

Sheboygan Falls. The mother came with her father, Charles Gottfried Ulrich, 
to America in 1854. Mr. Ulrich settled at Plymouth, Wisconsin, upon his ar- 

rival in this country, and the Ulrich Hotel, which he established, became one 

of the principal stopping places for the stage line running from Fond du Lac to 

Plymouth and Sheboygan. Mr. Beutel soon afterward came to Sheboygan and 

here began business in a small way at the present location of the Beutel Brothers 
Wagon Works. He died August 10, 1892, when his son William was eighteen 

years of age, and the latter, being the eldest of the famlly, was depended upon 
as the support of the mother and his brothers and sisters. 

William H, Beutel was given a good common and high-school education, and 
when his father died he took up the business for which he showed particular 

fitness and skill, with the result that the business, instead of lagging, has con- 

stantly grown until the present time. After some years a younger brother, 

Albert Beutel, who was also born in Sheboygan, the date of his birth being June 
11, 1885, became associated with him in the business, which was incorporated 

September 27, 1911, the subject of this review being the president of the con- 
cern. With him are associated his brother, Albert Beutel, the secretary, and 

Paul W. Fredrich, treasurer. Albert Beutel was also given a good common-school 

education, after which he attended the Cream City and State Business Colleges of 
Milwaukee. After completing his commercial course he became stenographer 
for the American Hide & Leather Company, of Milwaukee, traveling for that 
concern all over the country. In 1905 he came to Sheboygan, at which time he 
became associated with his brother in the present business. This has now grown 

to large proportions and their output, consisting of wagons, coasters and auto 
bodies, is shipped to all parts of the world. Albert Beutel was married, in Sep- 
tember, 1908, to Miss Anna Kreutzmann, a daughter of John Kreutzmann, who
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was a native of Germany and by business a farmer. The Kreutzmann family 
are from Appleton, Wisconsin, and he owns and operates a fine farm, conducted 
according to the most improved methods and now one of the well known farming 

properties of that community. 
To Albert Beutel and wife has been born one child, Leland. A very great 

amount of credit for building up the present well known wagon works of the 

Beutel Brothers is due to William H. Beutel, the eldest brother, who at the time 

of his father’s death took charge of the business as he left it and managed it so 

ably that he not only succeeded in taking good care of the family but also in 
building up a magnificent business which has grown from year to year. This con- 
cern, which is a very prominent one of its kind in Sheboygan, employs many hands 

at good wages and the output is enjoying a most excellent reputation as regards 
work and durability. Mr. Beutel, the president of the firm, is a man well known 
and highly respected in Sheboygan and the community at large, and stands high 

in manufacturing circles as well as with the many customers who are patrons of 
his concern. 

J. H. TIMM. 

J. H. Timm, of the firm of J. H. Timm Company, has been identified with 

the commercial interests of Plymouth for twenty-six years. He is a man of en- 
ergy and marked capability.and has made a success of his undertakings and is 
now numbered among the representative business men of the town. He was 
born in a small, settlement southwest of Plymouth on the 4th of June, 1858, and 
is a son of J. W. and Molly (Weiboldt) Timm, both of whom are still living. 
The father who was born and reared in Hanover, Germany, emigrated to the 

United States in 1849 and located in Sheboygan caunty. Here he met and subse- 
quently married Miss Weiboldt, who was likewise a native of Hanover, whence 
she emigrated to America with her mother in early girlhood, her father having 
died in Germany. During the early years of his residence in this county, Mr. 

Timm operated a grist mill but he later removed to Sheboygan Falls and opened 
a flour and feed store. After conducting this for some years he disposed of it 

and went to Cascade and bought a mill which he operated until about ten years 
ago when he withdrew from active business and has ever since lived retired. He 

and the mother continue to live at Cascade. They are the parents of eleven chil- 
dren, six of whom are living. Unlike the majority of his countrymen, Mr. Timm 

has had no military experience. He was released from service in the German 
army because of physical disability and in 1864 he was drafted into the Union 

army but was exempt for the same reason. 
Sheboygan county has always been the home of J. H. Timm, who was reared 

in the vicinity of Plymouth and educated in the schools of Cascade. When his 
studies were completed he entered the mill with his father with whom he was as- 

sociated for eight years. In 1878 he turned his attention to commercial activities 

and coming to Plymouth he engaged in the milling business with Otto Puhlman 
for eight years and then joined the company which was organized under the 
firm name of Crockett, Timm & Co. Two years later he bought out his partner's 

interest and removing across the street to his present location rented a part of
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the store of Huston Brothers. Here he continued operations under the name of 

jab Timm until 1893, when he became associated with Huston Brothers, under 

the name of Huston Brothers & Timm Company. This company was in opera- 

tion for twelve years, and at the end of that time Mr. Timm bought out the in- 
terest of Huston Brothers and has ever since continued under the name of J. H. 
Timm Company. He has a good location and through careful attention to the 
needs of his patrons and keen discernment in the management of his enterprise 
has succeeded in building up a fine trade. He handles farming implements of 
every variety and also wagons and buggies, electrical and plumbing supplies, heat- 

ing plants, wiring and various tools and appliances. In addition to these he buys 

and sells feed and grain and also has a coal and wood yard. Mr. Timm is a man 
of intense activity, foresight and sagacity and during the long period of his con- 
nection with local business affairs has accumulated a nice competence and is 

financially interested in various local enterprises, among them the Plymouth 
Chair Company of which he is president. 

In this county in 1881 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Timm and Miss 

Eliza Kuestner, also a native of Sheboygan county, and to them have been born 

nine children, as follows: Otto W., who is in the store with his father; Walter 
H., who is a rate commissioner at Madison; Helda, who is bookkeeper for her 

father; Harry, who is attending high school; and Meta, Eleanor and Luella, who 

are also in school; and two who died in infancy. 

Fraternally Mr, Timm is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and 
also of the Eagles. He is a public-spirited man, and while he has never sought 
political preferment he has always been one of the leaders in every progressive 
movement inaugurated in the town and he can always be depended upon to give 
his support and cooperation to every worthy cause. 

CHARLES WILLIAM PFEIFER, M. D. 

Dr. Charles William Pfeifer was born in Washington county, Wisconsin, on 
the 29th of June, 1858. His parents emigrated to America in 1847 and settled in 
Albany, New York, where they remained for twelve years. In 1856 the family 
moved to Washington county, Wisconsin. There his father, Andrew Pfeifer, 
purchased five acres of land which he operated in connection with his trade, 
which was that of a carpenter. In 1865 he removed to Scott township, Sheboygan 
county, where he purchased a farm which he worked until 1888. In that year he 
moved to Douglas county, South Dakota, at which place he died in 1902 at the 
advanced age of eighty-two years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of 
Barbara Zand, was born in Switzerland. 

Charles William Pfeifer was educated in the common schools of Sheboygan 
county and graduated from the Plymouth high school in r882. He was subsequently 
engaged in educational work and for five years pursued the vocation of teaching 
school. He afterward entered Rush Medical College, where he completed the 
Tequired course of study, graduating with the degree of M. D. in the class of 
1885. Immediately following his graduation he began the practice of his pro- 
fession, locating his office in Kewaskum, Washington county, where he remained
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for a term of nine years. In 1893 he removed to Sheboygan Falls and has since 
been actively pursuing the practice of his profession. He is a member of the 
Sheboygan County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. His career has been one of meritorious success 

and a great contribution to the medical profession. He was at different times 

president of the Sheboygan County Medical Society and ranks among the suc. 
cessful physicians of this county. 

As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Dr. Pfeifer chose Miss 
Mary Jane Saemann, daughter of John Saemann, a resident farmer of Sheboy- 

gan county. To this union eight children have been born, as follows: Jane, who 

is teaching in the high school of Oshkosh; Edward, a student of Northwestern 

Medical College at Chicago, Illinois; Andrew, also a student in that institution; 

Walter, attending Armour Institute of Technology, at Chicago, Illinois; Arnold, 
who is deceased; Oliver; and Reuben and Robert, twins. 

Fraternally Dr. Pfeifer is identified with the Masons of Sheboygan Falls, 

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Kewaskum, the Modern Woodmen 

of America at Sheboygan Falls and the Beavers lodge. He is a man of a wide 
range of experience and deeply studied in the essential science to which he has 
devoted himself as an indefatigable student for more than a quarter of a century. 
He is still in the prime of life and never more eager to acquire knowledge that 

will increase his already large stock of practical information. He is identified 
with all the social interests of his city and is a loyal friend to every public move- 
ment looking to the advancement of the people. 

PHILO K. WHEELER. 

There are many efficient and popular traveling salesmen representing various 
lines of trade, who are residents of Sheboygan county, but few if any have at- 
tained more prominence or developed more worth than Philo K. Wheeler, one of 

the most valued field men employed by the F. Mayer Boot & Shoe Company of 

Milwaukee, of which firm Mr. Wheeler is now a member although he has always 

lived in Plymouth, the place of his nativity. He was born December 22, 1859, in 

Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, the son of Henry Wheeler. The father 
was born April 16, 1830, in Rodman township, Jefferson county, New York, and 

the grandfather and great-grandfather were given the same name that has been 

borne by the heads of the family for many generations past. The ancestors came 
from England, the family in America having been established by three brothers 
who settled in the colonies. One of the brothers returned to the mother country 

but the other two remained loyal to the colonies, where they lived and died. The 
great-grandfather when a young man settled in the state of New York. He 

fought in the War of 1812 and received a land grant from the government as 4 

reward for his services. This land was in Jefferson county, New York, and 

there he married Mrs. Lucy (Barrett) Butterfield, to which union six children 

were born, four of whom grew to maturity, namely: Philo, who lived in Osweg? 
county, New York; Henry, the father of Philo K., of this review; Mrs. Louisa
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Bedient, of San Diego, California; and Mrs. Lucy Gale, residing at Bristol, Con- 

necticut. 

Henry Wheeler was educated in the public schools of the east and also for a 
short time attended a seminary at Rodman, New York. He was married Septem- 

ber 30, 1852, at Ellisburgh, New York, to Miss Helen M. Gardner, a daughter of 

Horace and Sophronia (Lewis) Gardner, who were then residents of Jefferson 

county, New York. The Gardner family was also from England, the paternal 

ancestor coming over in the Mayflower. Horace Gardner and wife emigrated to 

Sheboygan county in 1855, settling one and one-half miles northwest of Ply- 

mouth, where the father died. In the family of Henry Wheeler were three chil- 

dren: Henry, Jr.; Philo K., of this review; and Ella, the wife of Charles Reed, 

of Fountain, Colorado. In 1853 the father removed to Plymouth township, She- 

boygan county, where he purchased eighty acres of timber land which he cleared 
and improved. He later added to his holdings and developed a very fine piece of 

agricultural property. The mother died November 10, 1884. The father was a 

very prominent man in the community where he lived during his later years 

and for a number of terms was a member of the county board. He was also su- 

pervisor and assessor of Plymouth township and for a time was president of the 

Plymouth Farmers Fire Insurance Company. He was also for many years an 
official of the County Fair Association and one of the leading spirits in its organi- 
zation. After an eventful and useful life he passed away April 22, rgo02. 

Philo K, Wheeler was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan and later 
taught for years, beginning that work when he was eighteen years of age. He 
then entered the employ of the F. Mayer Boot & Shoe Company of Milwaukee, 

becoming one of its traveling salesmen, and still later acquired an interest in the 
firm. Mr. Wheeler ever since early life has taken an active interest in the She- 

boygan County Fair Association, following in the footsteps of his father in that 
respect, and has for years been president of that organization. 

In 1883 Mr. Wheeler was married to Miss Kate Ford, a daughter of Elisha 
and Achsach (Westland) Ford. The Ford family was originally from Vermont 
In 1819 Grandfather Elisha Ford, removed to Lake county, Ohio, where he was 
one of the early settlers. Elisha Ford, the father of Mrs. Wheeler, was born in 

that county in 1828 and in 1851 came to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, immediately fol- 
lowing his marriage, and settled in Lyndon township, where he engaged in farm- 

ing. He resided there until 1895, when he removed to Plymouth and there passed 

the remainder of his life, his death occurring in 1905. The Westland family 

came from Connecticut and settled in Ohio in 1799. To Mr. and Mrs. Ford were 
born three children: Thomas and Emerette, both deceased; and Kate, the wife 

of Philo K. Wheeler, of this review. Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler are the parents of 
two children, George W. and Elisha Ford, both of whom reside in Seattle, Wash- 
ington, and represent the F, Mayer Boot & Shoe Company in that city. 

Fraternally Mr. Wheeler is a member of the Masonic order, in which he has 

attained the thirty-second degree, and he is also a member of the Mystic Shrine 
and the Order of the Eastern Star. He likewise belongs to the Iroquois Club. 

Mr. Wheeler was born and reared in Plymouth and is one of the representatives 
of Sheboygan county’s highest class of citizenship. He has always been a hard 
worker and during his long connection with the house which he now represents 

he has been loyal and efficient, his services having been so much appreciated 
Vol. U—15
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and his work so successful that the company admitted him to an interest in its 
business. He is thoroughly familiar with every detail of the boot and shoe trade 
and during his association with this firm, has formed the acquaintance of a large 
number of people, being received warmly in all circles which he frequents. There 
are few men in the community who are more popularly known or more uni- 
versally respected than the subject of this review, who is esteemed in business, 

fraternal and social circles, being greatly respected by all who know him. 

WILLIAM ROEHRBORN. 

William Roehrborn, who owns and cultivates one hundred and thirty-eight 

acres of land located on section 17, Wilson township, is one of the capable and 

prosperous agriculturists of Sheboygan county, of which he is a native, his birth 

having occurred there on the 23d of September, 1871. His father, William 
Roehrborn, Sr., was born in Germany and there passed the first twelve years of 
his life. He was a son of Christ Roehrborn with whom he emigrated to the 

United States, coming direct to Sheboygan county. Here the elder Roehrborn, 
who was an agriculturist, bought some land located in Wilson township, which 

he diligently cultivated during the remainder of his active life, passing away on 
his farm—a venerable man of eighty-three years. He had sold his homestead to 
his son William, who engaged in its further cultivation and improvement until 
he passed away in October, 1903. William Roehrborn, Sr., married Miss Han- 

nah Doeberd, who is still living at the age of sixty-five years and makes her home 
on the old homestead, which is now owned by her son Henry. The family of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Roehrborn, Sr., numbered eight, our subject being the second 
in order of birth and the eldest son. The others are as follows: Minnie, who 
married Frank Bock; Christ, who is mentioned at greater length elsewhere in this 
work; Ida, the wife of Henry Rammer; Mary, who married Albert Miller and is 

living in Wilson township on the Sauk trail road; Anna, the wife of William 
Jangkey, of Sheboygan; Henry, who owns the old homestead; and Helen, the 
wife of Ferdinand Reyer, of Wilson. The entire family, with the exception of 

Mrs. Jangkey, live in Wilson township. 

The boyhood and youth of William Roehrborn were spent on the farm where 

he was born, his early years being passed very similarly to those of other lads 

who were reared in the country at that period. In the acquirement of his edu- 

cation he attended the district schools of Wilson township, and at the same time 
laid the foundation for a successful agricultural career by assisting his father 
with the work of the fields and care of the stock. He continued to work for his 

father until he was thirty years of age, after which they cultivated the farm on 

} shares. They discontinued this at the end of three years-and our subject and his 

brother Henry took the home place and engaged in cooperative farming. They 
followed this plan for seven years but at the expiration of that time Mr. Roeht- 

born bought twenty acres from his brother, that he has ever since cultivated to 

gether with the one hundred and eighteen acres he inherited from his father’s 

estate. He devotes his fields to diversified farming but makes a specialty of 
dairying, and is meeting with a goodly measure of success in both.
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On the 17th of September, 1910, Mr. Roehrborn was married to Miss Lucy 

Hahn, a daughter of William Hahn, a well known agriculturist of Lima town- 
ship, where their marriage occurred. They are both members of the German 

Lutheran church of Wilson township and Mr. Roehrborn votes the republican 

ticket. He is diligent and enterprising and is' highly esteemed in his community 
where he is well known, having passed his entire life in that immediate neigh- 
borhood. 

EDWARD A. DOW. 

Edward A. Dow is the popular and efficient president of the State Bank of 
Plymouth, Wisconsin. He was born in Ottawa, Illinois, April 1, 1853, and is the 

son of J. W. and Alice B. Dow, both of whom were natives of Boston, Massachu- 
setts. J. W. Dow removed with his family to Illinois at an early day and in that 
state settled on a farm in La Salle county, where he continued to be interested 
as an agriculturist for a number of years, after which he removed to Ottawa, . 
Illinois, and while in that city received the appointment under President Lincoln 
as postmaster. He continued his residence in Ottawa until the year 1869, at 
which time he removed to Marseilles in La Salle county, Illinois, and while there 
he organized the First National Bank of Marseilles, which he continued to op- 
erate until the year 1873. During that year he removed to Sheboygan, this state, 
and at once organized the First National Bank of Sheboygan, which later became 
known as the Bank of Sheboygan and is now conducting its business interests 
under that name. During the year 1873 he also organized the Bank of Plymouth. 
That bank opened its doors for business on December I, 1873, under the firm 
name of J. W. Dow & Son. During the year 1874 Mr. Dow removed to Ply- 
mouth and there gave his constant attention to the interests of the J. W. Dow 
& Son banking house during the remainder of -his life. Mr. Dow was always a 
devoted and enthusiastic adherent of the republican party during his residence 
in Illinois and also after his removal to this state. He was elected to the office of 
Mayor of Plymouth and served in that capacity for one term and was also a 
member of the Masonic order. His long life of usefulness was brought to a 
close by his death, which occurred in 1895. His widow is still in the enjoyment 
of good health at the age of ninety-eight years. Mr. and Mrs. Dow were united 
in marriage in Peoria, Illinois, and unto them were born four children, three of 
whom are still living, as follows: Edward A., of this review; Mrs. L. W. Til- 
lotson, a resident of Plymouth; and Mrs. A. P. Barnes, of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Edward A. Dow was reared in his father’s home and educated in the public 
schools of the districts in which he lived. After laying aside the text-books of his 
carly educational period he was employed by his father in the postoffice at Ottawa 
as clerk and later as bookkeeper in the bank of Marseilles, Illinois. He removed 
with his parents from the state of Illinois at the time the family settled in She- 
boygan and was at once engaged as bookkeeper in the First National Bank, 
which had recently been established in that city by his father. He continued in 
the employ of this bank but a short time and upon the organization of the J. W. 
Dow & Son bank at Plymouth, this county, he at once became actively identified
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with that institution and has since continued as one of the principal stockholders 

and at present is filling the office of president of that financial institution. In 
1890 the bank was incorporated as the State Bank of Plymouth with the follow- 

ing officers: J. W. Dow, president; August Schmidt, vice president; E. A. Dow, 
cashier ; and H. W. Hostman, assistant cashier. Immediately following the death 

of his father J. W. Dow, Edward A. Dow was elected by the board of directors 

as president of the bank. This banking house is one of the oldest and numbered 
among the most substantial of its kind in this part of the state of Wisconsin. 

Edward A. Dow is the treasurer of the Plymouth Refrigerating, Water, Light & 
Heating Company and is also interested in many other business enterprises in 
that city and throughout various portions of the state. 

In 1876 Mr. Dow was united in marriage to Miss Ida J. Hotchkiss, a daugh- 
ter of R. H. Hotchkiss, who was one of the early settlers in Sheboygan county. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Dow one son has been born, R. W. Dow, at present the assist- 

ant cashier of the State Bank of Plymouth. Mr. Dow is treasurer of the She- 
boygan County Agricultural Association, vice president of the Wisconsin Bank- 
ers Association and a member of the Iroquois Club. Fraternally he is 

identified with the Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Royal 

Arcanum. Mr. Dow has been actively identified with the development of the 
business interests of Sheboygan county since 1873. His associations with the 
representative business men of his section of the state have long since established 
his reputation as one of the most conservative and safe business counselors in the 
banking circles of Wisconsin. The strict integrity of his business transactions 
has gained for him the confidence of the public at large and he has attained the 

reputation of being one of the most popular and useful men in the county in 
which he resides. 

JOHN THACKRAY. 

John Thackray, who is now living retired in Greenbush, was for many years 
actively engaged in agricultural pursuits in this township of which he has been a 
resident for fifty-nine years. He was born in Yorkshire, England, on the 11th 
of October, 1830, and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Thackray. Both his 
father and mother were natives of Yorkshire, where they passed their entire lives. 

The first twenty-three years in the life of John Thackray were passed in the 
tural districts of England, his energies, after the completion of his education, 

being devoted to agricultural pursuits. At the end of that time he decided to 
become a citizen of the United States and in 1853 he took passage for this coun- 
try, joining two brothers, George and William, who had located in Sheboygan 
county the year previous. He purchased eighty acres of timber land located 
east of Greenbush on the plank road and on the 4th of December, 1853, took up 

his residence in this township, where he has ever since resided. He cleared and 
improved this place but subsequently disposed of it and bought forty acres 
northeast of Greenbush, that he cultivated for thirty years. As he applied himself 
intelligently and persistently to his work he prospered in his undertakings and 

later bought twenty-six acres of land adjacent to Greenbush. Mr. Thackray,
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who has now attained the venerable age of eighty-two years, has long been living 

retired, but continues to reside in the country and now makes his home on his 
small farm adjacent to town. 

For his wife and helpmate, Mr. Thackray chose Miss Mary Cole, who was 
born in Lincolnshire, England, in March, 1836, and is a daughter of Thomas and 

Ann Cole. They came to the United States about 1848, locating in Sheboygan 

county, where two sons, Thomas and William, settled in 1833. Mr. and Mrs. 

Thackray were married in Greenbush in December, 1859, and to them were born 

the following children: Henry; Walter; George, who is living in Nebraska; 

Lottie, Charles, who lives in Oconto county, this state; Mrs. Maud Stanward, 

of Sheboygan ; and Joseph. 
In matters of religious faith Mr. Thackray is a Methodist and in politics he is 

a republican. He has lived to witness many changes that have followed the ad- 

vent of a newer civilization and the introduction of modern inventions consistent 
with the enterprising and progressive spirit of the times, and has watched with 

interest the development of this portion of the state as it has been converted 
from a wilderness into an agricultural district. 

HERMAN E. LAACK. 

Herman E. Laack, deceased, was engaged in agricultural pursuits, his farm 

being located in one of the most fertile and picturesque sections of this county. 
He was born October 29, 1872, and was a son of Fred Laack, of whom a more 

extended review may be seen in another portion of this work. 

The birth of Herman E. Laack occurred in the town of Plymouth, Wisconsin. 

He was reared in his father’s home and received his education in the public 

schools of Sheboygan Falls. On leaving school he was associated with his father 
in farming until he attained the age of twenty-two years. At that time he left 
the parental roof and became an employe in one of the factories of Plymouth, 
where he remained for two successive years, after which he purchased a farm 

of seventy acres and upon this piece of land he established his home. 
Mr. Laack was united in marriage on the 20th of November, 1897, to Miss 

Emma Carthans, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chris Carthans. Her parents were 
natives of Germany and removed to this country at a very early day, settling in 
this state. To Mr. and Mrs. Laack three children were born: Eleanor, born 

September 27, 1898; Roland, September 26, 1900; and Evangeline, July 3, 1903. 

The father of this family met his death by accident, when the residence, which 
stood upon his farm at the time he made the purchase of that place, burned down 

being at that time occupied by the family. During the burning of his home Mr. 
Laack suffered fatal injuries by the fire which resulted in his death on October 
25, IQIO. 

Since the death of her husband Mrs. Laack has remained upon the farm and 
continued to direct all of its agricultural operations and care for all the business 
interests connected with its conduct. She is a woman of rare business ability and 
during the years of her widowhood has made very extensive improvements upon 
her farm, among which was that of building the present modern residence, in
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which she and her family now reside. In addition to this the place has been 
equipped with all necessary modern farm buildings and farm machinery. The 

entire appearance of the place is an evidence of the rare qualifications of Mrs, 

Laack to successfully manage the interests of her husband’s estate and she is re- 
garded by the people in the community in which she lives as justly entitled to 
be numbered among the most successful and able agriculturists of this portion of 
Wisconsin. 

W. F. SACHSE. 

Among the prosperous business men of Sheboygan who have won success by 

reason of their unremitting diligence and perseverance in the face of hardships 
and disappointments that would have brought defeat to men of less determination 

of purpose must be numbered W. F. Sachse, dealer in harness, furs, fancy leather 

goods, trunks and travelers’ accessories at 616 North Eighth street. He was born 

on a farm in the vicinity of Cleveland, Manitowoc county, this state, on the 23d 
of May, 1869, and is a son of Frederick and Katherine Sachse. The father was 
born in Saxe-Weimar, Germany, whence he emigrated to America with his par- 
ents in 1852. They located on a farm in Manitowoc county, which at that time 

was very sparsely settled and there they endured all of the hardships and priva- 
tions that fall to the lot of those who form the advance guard in the progress of 

civilization. Frederick Sachse was reared to manhood on his father’s farm, 

which under their able supervision and intelligently applied energy was converted 
from a forest into one of the best cultivated and most valuable properties in that 

section of the county. It remained in the family until November, 1910, when 

Frederick Sachse disposed of it and removed to Cleveland, where he is now living 

retired. 
The education of W. F. Sachse was acquired in the public and German Luth- 

eran parochial schools, which he attended until he was a youth of fourteen years. 
He then laid aside his text-books and for a short time thereafter assisted his 

father in the operation of the home farm,’ following which he went to Manitowoc 
and entered a harness makers’ shop as an apprentice. After the expiration of his 

period of service he obtained employment in the factory of the Semmann Manu- 
facturing Company at Milwaukee which was afterward bought out by Benjamin 
Young. Four years later he resigned his position and came to Sheboygan to 

engage in business for himself. The first few years were desperately hard and 
filled with countless hardships and disappointments such as every man encounters 

when striving to build up a business on limited capital. He oftentimes had to 
accept farm produce in exchange for his merchandise which he would later sell, 
thus acquiring a little ready cash, and resorted to untold subterfuges and many 
petty economies in order to keep his business running. Ultimately his efforts 
were rewarded with success and as his business increased he was compelled to 

seek larger quarters from time to time until he bought the property on North 
Eighth street on which he is now located. Here he engages in the manufacture 
of harness and leather goods and carries a large and well assorted stock of furs, 
fancy leather goods, trunks and all accessories necessary to the comfort of the
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traveler. He is of an inventive turn of mind and an inventor of many harness 

accessories which are sold throughout the United States. He also does a con- 

siderable jobbing business and his trdde reaches out through the surrounding 
counties. Mr. Sachse is a man of much sagacity and in the conduct of his estab- 

lishment has adopted a policy that commends him to the confidence of all who 

have transactions with him. He is courteous and accommodating to his patrons, 
and as his prices are moderate and his merchandise exactly as represented to 

his customers he enjoys a large trade and is the owner of one of the city’s most 
thriving and prosperous enterprises. 

On the 27th of September, 1892, Mr. Sachse was united in marriage to Miss 

Clara Reinemann, a daughter of Christoph and Elizabeth Reinemann. The 

father is one of the pioneer agriculturists of Manitowoc county and still resides 

on his farm in the vicinity of Cleveland, that county, in the cultivation of which 
he has met with excellent success. Three children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Sachse, as follows: Clarence, who is assisting his father in the store; Erwin, 

who is a high-school student; and Viola, who is attending the public school. The 
family live at 616 National court, which property Mr. Sachse owns. 

The family attend St. Mark’s Lutheran church, of which the parents are 

members. Mr. Sachse is in every sense of the word a self-made man, as he has 

made his own way from early youth and such success as has come to him is the 

highly merited reward of earnest effort and intelligently and definitely applied 
energy. 

GUS A. SCHELLINGER. 

Gus A. Schellinger is the owner of a valuable and highly improved farm of 
one hundred and fifteen acres located on section 27, Plymouth township, where 
he engages in general agricultural pursuits and stock-raising. He was born in 
the vicinity of Herman, Sheboygan county, on October 26, 1864, and is a son 

of Diosker and Constantina (Browninger) Schellinger. The parents were both 
natives of Germany, whence they emigrated to the United States, locating in 
Cleveland, Ohio. There they met and were subsequently married and later re- 

moved to Superior, Wisconsin, where the father worked in the copper mines. 

It was. his desire to become a farmer and when he had acquired the necessary 
capital to buy and improve a place he came to Sheboygan county. He first pur- 

chased forty acres of land in the vicinity of Herman, that he energetically cul- 
tivated until 1875. In the latter year he removed to Plymouth, where the family 
homestead is now located, and there he passed away in 1880. Of the twelve 
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Schellinger, nine are still living. 

The first ten years in the life of Gus A. Schellinger were passed on the farm 

where he was born, and there he began his education, completing his course of 

study in the high school of Plymouth. After laying aside his text-books he 
assisted his father with the work of the farm, remaining at home until he had 
attained his majority. Soon thereafter he was married and removed to a farm 
he had bought in the vicinity of Sheboygan Falls. He resided on this place until 
1890 when he turned it in as part payment for his present holding on section 27.
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He has since extended the boundaries of his farm until it now comprises one 
hundred and fifteen acres, on which he has wrought extensive improvements, in- 
cluding the erection of large barns and various outbuildings. Mr. Schellinger 
takes great pride in his place and everything from the well tilled fields to the 
carefully repaired buildings manifests a life of capably directed activity as well 
as systematic supervision. 

On November 17, 1885, Mr. Schellinger was united in marriage to Miss Bar- 
bara Moore, a daughter of Peter Moore and a native of Germany, her birth 
having occurred in December, 1862. Mr. and Mrs. Schellinger have six chil- 
dren, as follows: Hattie, now Mrs. Carl Brockman, born October 30, 1886; 
Oliver, born April 6, 1888; Ida, born December 22, 1889; George, born March 
8, 1891; Irene, born May 22, 1903; and Milton, born April 4, 1905. 

Fraternally Mr. Schellinger is a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union, 
and his political support he gives to the republican party. He possesses unusual 
business ability and an aptitude for capable supervision and management that 
united with diligence and perseverance has enabled him to achieve success and 
numbers him among the substantial agriculturists of his community. 

JOHN EDWARD CURTISS. 

John Edward Curtiss, president of the Plymouth Brewing Company, is one 
of the foremost business men of the town, being prominently identified with 
several of the thriving local enterprises. He was born in Plymouth on the r1th 
of August, 1866, and is a son of John Kline and Almira (Auyer) Curtiss, the 
father a native of Massachusetts and the mother of the state of New York. They 
were married in the latter state, whence they migrated to Wisconsin in 1858, the 
father being one of the pioneer agriculturists of Sheboygan county. Both par- 
ents passed the remainder of their lives on the farm, where they had reared 
their family, the mother’s death occurring in 1886, and that of the father in 1892. 
Of the nine children born to them five are deceased. 

The entire life of John Edward Curtiss has been passed in the vicinity where 
he is now residing. He was reared on the farm and educated in the district 
schools, assisting his father with the work of the fields and care of the crops, 
while mastering the common branches. After leaving school he devoted his en- 
tire attention to agricultural pursuits and seven years later bought the old home 

place, containing one hundred and sixty acres. Here he continued to engage in 
general farming and the raising of stock for thirteen years, meeting with ex- 
cellent success in both lines. At the expiration of that time he disposed of his 
place and coming to Plymouth bought an interest in the brewing company he is 
now the head of. He was then secretary and treasurer of the company, being the 
owner of one-third of the stock, but in December, 1910, he was made president. 

Under his direction the enterprise has developed in a highly gratifying manner 
and they are now shipping their product throughout the surrounding country. 

In addition to his interest in this industry, Mr. Curtiss is also president of the 
Plymouth Box Manufacturing Company and he is a stockholder in various other 
local concerns.
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Mr. Curtiss was married in 1888 to Miss Nancy C. Gallagher, a daughter of 

William Gallagher, a native of the state of New York. Fraternally he is affiliated 
with the Royal Arcanum and the Eagles, and in politics he is a democrat. He is 

one of the public-spirited, progressive men of the town and takes an active inter- 

est in promoting the development of all local enterprises, and can-always be de- 

pended upon to champion every movement that will advance the community’s 
welfare. 

WALTER JULIUS WITTICH. 

Walter Julius Wittich, instructor in physics and chemistry in the Sheboygan 
high school who is also elected to the position of instructor in gymnastics and 
physical culture of the Sheboygan Turn Verein in 1911, is a young man whose 

thorough and comprehensive training well equips him for the duties of his pres- 
ent positions. He was born in Dayton, Ohio, December 26, 1886, and is a son 

of George Wittich, whose birth occurred in Hesse-Cassel, Germany, in 1859, and 
who was but seven years of age when he came to America with his parents, who 

settled first at Jersey City, New Jersey. The grandfather was George Wittich, 
who came with his family to the new world and remained a resident of New 
Jersey to the time of his death, which occurred in 1885. He was a dyer and 
always followed that trade. 

George Wittich spent his youthful days in New Jersey and after completing 
his education went to the middle west, devoting several years to farming in Iowa. 
He then returned to New Jersey, where he was connected with the Hecker Flour 

Mill. He then became a student in the gymnasium of the North America Sem- 

inary at Milwaukee, where he received his degree. His first position was as 

gymnasium instructor in the Young Men’s Christian Association at Washington, 

D. C. Later he went to Dayton, Ohio, and devoted two years to instruction 
work in the Dayton Turn Gemeinde. In St. Louis he was instructor of the South 

St. Louis Turn Verein for seventeen years and during the last eight years was 

supervisor of instruction in physical training in the public schools of that city. He 

next returned to Milwaukee, where he was made director of physical training in 

the university from which he had graduated. There he continued for five years 
and when the school was removed to Indianapolis he remained in Milwaukee and 

accepted the position of supervisor of physical training in the public schools. 
His work as an instructor in that field has placed him high in public regard as 

one particularly well qualified for the duties that he has undertaken. He mar- 
tied Pauline Rohn, who was born in Milwaukee in 1859 and was a daughter of 

Julius Rohn, who conducted a noted swimming school in Milwaukee. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wittich became the parents of two children, one of whom, Arno, is pur- 
suing the agricultural course in the Wisconsin University. 

Walter J. Wittich, the other son, after pursuing a two years’ course of study 
in a high school in St. Louis, continued his education at Milwaukee, in the high 
school where in due time he was graduated. He was for two years a student in 
the Milwaukee State Normal and then entered the University of Wisconsin, 
where he completed a course in 1908. Immediately afterward he came to She-
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boygan and entered upon the duties of instructor in physics and chemistry jn 
connection with the high school. He has continued in this position to the present 
time and he was also elected instructor of the Sheboygan Turn Verein in IOIr. 
He has made a close study of physics and chemistry, gymnasium work and phy- 
sical training, and he understands thoroughly all these from the most scientific 
standpoint, while his practical knowledge, too, is a vital element in his successful 
work as a teacher. 

In 1909 Mr. Wittich was married to Miss Elfrieda Mayer, who was born in 
Milwaukee in 1886 and is a daughter of Herman and Emilia (Weber) Mayer, 
the former a real-estate dealer. Mr. and Mrs. Wittich have one son, Walter a 
Jr., now two years of age. Mr. Wittich is a splendid specimen of well developed 
manhood. Moreover, he is a broad-minded man, whose interests are wide and 
whose opinions are always based upon a comprehensive view of every vital ques- 
tion. He has made for himself a creditable place in social as well as educational 
circles and he is popular with pupils and public alike. 

+ LOUIS SONNTAG. 

During a residence of twenty-seven years in Sheboygan Louis Sonntag has 
made continuous advancement in commercial circles and is now senior partner 

; of the firm of Sonntag & Son, conducting a plumbing and steamheating business 
at No. 1101 North Eighth street, since 1908. The date of his arrival in She- 
boygan is December 10, 1885. He was then about thirty-one years of age, his 
birth having occurred in Alsace-Lorraine, April 16, 1854. His parents, Sebas- 
tian and Marian (Zehler) Sonntag, died in the city of Bergheim and were there 
laid to rest. In that city Louis Sonntag was reared and attended school until he 
reached the age of fourteen years, after which he assisted his father in the vine- 
yard and in the farm work generally until 1871. He then sailed for America, 
arriving at Dayton, Ohio, on the 15th of August. There he entered St. Mary's 
Institute, of which his uncle, Professor Zehler, was president, continuing his 

studies in that school until the spring of 1872, when he went to Hamilton, Ohio, 
where he was employed in the Niles Tool Works until November, 1872. At that 
time he once more entered St. Mary’s Institute, continuing his studies there 
through the winter. In the spring he secured a position with the Brownell & 
Kilmeier Manufacturing Company, with which he remained until January, 1877, 

. when he removed to Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he availed himself of any em- 

ployment that offered that would yield him an honest living, for at that day times 

were hard and it was difficult to obtain lucrative employment. In 1880, how- 
ever, he began work in the shops of the Kerr-Murray Manufacturing Company 
and after a time was sent out by the firm as constructing engineer, setting up 
machinery in connection with contracts which they had secured. During his 

travels he visited Sheboygan where he remodeled the gas works and installed a 
new water plant. He was so well pleased with the city that in 1885 he severed 
his connection with the firm and took charge of the gas works here. He also 
established a shop of his own and as his business grew in that direction he left 
the gas plant in 1887, feeling that he could not do justice to both. He was sole
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proprietor of the plumbing and steam-heating business which he established until 

1908, when he admitted his son, Joseph Sonntag, to a partnership under the firm 

name of Sonntag & Son. Excellent results have attended his labors through the 
period of his residence here and he now has a business of large volume, bringing 

to him gratifying returns. 
Mr. Sonntag was married in Fort Wayne, Indiana, November 7, 1882, to 

Miss Katherine Myers, a daughter of George and Rosa (McBennet) Myers, her 
father a pioneer architect and contractor of Fort Wayne. His last days, how- 

ever, were passed in Chicago and since his death his widow has become a res- 

ident of Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Sonntag have been born eight chil- 

dren: Mary C., who is the wife of William Fessler, a resident of Milwaukee; 

Anna Rosa, who married Charles Loeffler, a bookkeeper of Milwaukee; Joseph, 

who is his father’s partner in business; Louis F., also interested in the business; 

Julia A., residing at home; Max N. A., who is bookkeeper for the firm of Sonn- 

tag & Son; Margaret C., at home; and Fabian A., who is a pupil in the Holy 

Name school. The family reside at No. 1101 North Eighth street. 
Tn politics Mr. Sonntag votes independently, supporting men and measures 

rather than party. He holds membership with the Knights of Columbus, the 

Catholic Order of Foresters, the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, the Catholic 
Relief and Beneficiary Association, the Arbeiter Verein and the Concordia Sing- 
ing Society. In some of these he has been honored with office, serving as state 

treasurer of the Catholic Order of Foresters and was the first president of the 

local organization here. At the present writing he is financial secretary of- the 
Catholic Knights of this city. Mr. Sonntag’s success may be attributed to in- 
defatigable labor and fair dealing. He gives honest service and full return for 
value received. He has never regretted his determination to come to America 
for here he found business opportunities which he sought and in their improve- 
ment has made continuous advancement. 

EMIL WIDDER. 

Emil Widder is one of the well known residents of Sheboygan township, 
where for twenty-one years he has owned and operated Pigeon Ridge cheese 
factory, which was founded by his father and is one of the oldest and best known 
enterprises of the kind in the county. His birth occurred in Sheboygan Falls 
on the 23d of November, 1866, and he is the seventh in order of birth in a family 

of ten children. His parents were Frederick and Anna (Hamman) Widder, 
natives of Germany. They emigrated to the United States during their early 

years and located in Sheboygan county, where the father engaged in agricultural 

pursuits. He subsequently purchased a farm in Sheboygan township and after 
cultivating this for a time extended the scope of his activities by acquiring a 
cheese factory that he operated in connection with his farm. He continued to 
give his entire attention to both of these enterprises until his son, our subject, was 
old enough to relieve him of the responsibility of the factory, when he removed 
to Sheboygan and lived retired until his death in 1901. The mother passed



298 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

away the same year, her demise occurring a few weeks prior to that of the father 
and both are buried in St. Lucas cemetery, Sheboygan Falls township. 

Reared on a farm, Emil Widder was educated in the district schools and also 
the high school, terminating his studies at the age of eighteen years. His father 
then placed him in the cheese factory, where he learned the trade and subse- 
quently assumed the management. He has been the sole proprietor and manager 
of this enterprise now for twenty-one years, and as he manufactures an excellent 
quality of cheese his brand has become known and he enjoys an extensive pat- 
ronage that has come to him entirely unsolicited. 

On the 29th of March, 1890, Mr. Widder was married to Miss Lena Herbort, 
a daughter of Henry and Anna Herbort, natives of Germany, and to them have 
been born three children: Paul, who is a music teacher in Sheboygan; and 
Melitta and Meta, who are at home. He attends St. Lucas church and to it 
gives his hearty support. In political matters Mr. Widder displays his broad- 
mindedness, casting his vote for the man best fitted to represent and serve the 
best interests of the majority of the people, and for the past two terms he has 
been elected to the office of town treasurer. He is a man of sterling worth and 
integrity and in the discharge of his official duties manifests the same promptness 
and reliability that have always characterized his business transactions. 

CHRIST ROEHRBORN, 

Dairying and diversified farming engage the attention of Christ Roehrborn, 
who owns ninety acres of well improved and highly cultivated land on section 
8 of Wilson township. He is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having 
occurred in the township where he now resides on the 4th of July, 1872. He is 
a son of William Roehrborn, a native of Germany, whence he emigrated to the 
United States when a boy of twelve years with his father, Christ Roehrborn. 
They came direct to Sheboygan county and soon after their arrival the elder 
Roehrborn bought a farm in Wilson township, that he industriously cultivated 
the remainder of his active life. Some years prior to his death, which occurred 
at the venerable age of eighty-three years, he sold his homestead to his son Wil- 
liam, who devoted his energies to the further cultivation and improvement of the 
farm until he passed away in October, 1903. For his wife and helpmate, Mr. 
Roehrborn chose Miss Hannah Doeberd, who is still living at the age of sixty- 
five years and makes her home on the old farm with her son Henry. Eight 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Roehrborn, our subject being the third in 
order of birth. The others are as follows: Minnie, who married Frank Bock; 
William, Jr.; Ida, who married Henry Rammer; Mary, the wife of Albert Miller, 

who lives on the Sauk trail road in Wilson township; Anna, who married Wil- 

liam Jangkow, of Sheboygan; Henry, who owns the old homestead; and Helen, 
the wife of Ferdinand Reyer, of Wilson. The entire family live in Wilson 
township with the exception of Mrs. Jangkow. 

The boyhood and early youth of Christ Roehrborn were similar to those of 
other youths who are reared in the country. He attended the district school in 
the acquirement of an education and assisted his father with the work of the
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fields and care of the stock. After completing his schooling he devoted his en- 
tire attention to agricultural pursuits, remaining at home until he was twenty- 
eighth years of age, when his father presented him with sixty acres of land that 
formed the nucleus of his present farm. He subsequently enlarged his farm by 
the purchase of twenty acres and later he added a ten acre timber tract to his 
holdings, which now aggregate ninety acres. Mr. Roehrborn is a very diligent 
man of enterprising and progressive methods and takes great pride in keeping 
up the appearance of his place. He erected a new residence in 1906 and two 
years later he built a large barn. Both are substantial structures and add greatly 
to the value of the property. His fields are largely devoted to the raising of such 
cereals as can be used for feeding stock as he makes a specialty of dairying, 
which has proven to be very lucrative. 

In Wilson township on the 5th of December, 1900, Mr. Roehrborn was mar- 
ried to Miss Louisa Brehm, a daughter of William Brehm, one of the pioneers of 
this township, and to them have been born two children: Lydia, who is ten years 
of age; and Walter, who is six. They are both in school. The family affiliate 
with the German Lutheran church, in the faith of which the parents were reared, 
and in politics Mr. Roehrborn is independent, giving his support to such men and 
measures as he deems best qualified to subserve the interests of the majority. He 
is now clerk of the school board. As he has passed his entire life in Wilson 
township, where his family has resided for three generations, Mr. Roehrborn 
enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance among its citizens, by whom he is 
held in high esteem. 

CLARENCE H. JEWETT. 

Clarence H. Jewett, who has been a lifelong resident of Sheboygan county, 
owns and operates a farm of one hundred and forty-nine acres in Lyndon town- 
ship in partnership with his brother William. His birth occurred in Lyndon 
township, this county, on the 21st of March, 1870, his parents being Glanville 
and Olive M. (Standish) Jewett. The father was born near Winooski, Ver- 
mont, November 24, 1828, while the mother’s birth occurred in Genesee county, 
New York, on the 11th of May, 1832. Glanville Jewett came to Sheboygan 
county with his parents, settling in the township of Lyndon, where he success- 
fully followed general agricultural pursuits throughout his active business career, 
owning about two hundred and twenty acres of valuable land at the time of his 
demise. He took an active part in local politics and held a number of minor 
offices, the duties of which he discharged in a highly acceptable and creditable 
manner. Fraternally he was identified with the Masons, being a worthy ex- 
amplar of the teachings of that craft. His demise, which occurred on the 24th 
of April, 1878, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret. For two years 
he had held the responsible post of superintendent of the county insane asylum, 
located on his farm and it was at the fire which broke out in the building that 
Mr. Jewett suffered from exposure and contracted the cold which resulted in 
his death. This building, known as the first or old asylum, was rebuilt and the 
institution conducted for four years before its removal to Sheboygan where it
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is now located. It was in Fond du Lac county that Glanville Jewett wedded 
Miss Olive M. Standish, who had come to this state to teach school when nine. 

teen years of age. She survived her husband for many years, passing away on 
the 25th of September, 1907. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jewett were born nine chil- 
dren, six of whom died in infancy. The others are as follows: William; Clar- 

ence H., of this review; and Mrs. William Ford, who is a resident of Sheboygan 

county. 

Clarence H. Jewett obtained his early education in the schools of his native 
township and also pursued a course of study in the Plymouth high school. Sub- 

sequently he followed the profession of teaching for a period of four years, im- 
parting clearly and readily to others the knowledge that he had acquired. He 

has remained on the old homestead in Lyndon township from his birth to the 
present time and after abandoning educational work turned his attention to the 
operation of the home farm. The property embraces one hundred and forty- 
nine acres and is owned and operated by Clarence H. and William Jewett, the 
two brothers having met with a gratifying measure of success in agricultural 

pursuits. , 

On the 29th of June, 1897, Mr. Jewett was united in marriage to Miss Alice 
N. Edleblute, a native of Ohio and a daughter of Lucius Edleblute. Mrs. Jewett 

came to this county about 1887 and by her marriage has become the mother of 
three children, namely: Carol, who was born in 1899; Carlyle, whose birth oc- 
curred in 1900; and Marion, whose natal year was 1905. 

In politics Mr. Jewett is a stanch republican, loyally supporting the men and 
measures of that party. In religious faith he is a Methodist, while fraternally 
he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Beavers and 
the Equitable Fraternal Union. His entire life has been passed in this county, 

where he is now widely known, and the fact that many of his warmest friends 
are those with whom he has been acquainted since his boyhood days indicates 
that his career has always been upright and honorable. 

EDWIN DIX. 

Unfaltering enterprise and progressiveness have constituted the salient feat- 
ures in the life record of Edwin Dix and have brought to him what is now an 

extensive and profitable business conducted under the name of the Dix Printing 
Company. He has been a lifelong resident of Sheboygan, born here October 4, 
1881. His father, Peter Dix, who was of American birth, came to this city at 

an early day and followed the mason’s trade. He married Henrietta Werthman, 

who now makes her home with her son Edwin, the husband and father having 

passed away April 17, 1909, when sixty-five years of age. In their family were 
six daughters and two sons. 

Edwin Dix started in the business world as an apprentice at the printer’s trade 

and acquainted himself with all branches of the business. Later he engaged in 

newspaper work for three years and in 1906 he organized what is now known as 
the Dix Printing Company. When a boy in school he had first shown a keen 

interest in printing by starting a small printing plant. He built a small place
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near his father’s home, solicited patronage, and in this manner laid the founda- 

tion for his later success, not so much in the volume of business which he was 

then able to do as in the fact that he established himself as an energetic, enter- 
prising, ambitious and reliable youth—qualities which have been manifest 

throughout his entire life and have constituted the strongest element in his grow- 

ing success. He now conducts a general job printing business and his patronage 
is extensive. His plant is equipped with all modern improvements and his is 

one of the largest printing businesses in this section of the state. 

On the 9th of March, 1904, Mr. Dix was married to Miss Alma M. Ewer- 

hardt, a daughter of Nicholas Ewerhardt, of whom mention is made elsewhere 

in this volume. Mrs. Dix passed away October 17, 1909, leaving two children, 

Karl T. and Dorothy, who are now aged respectively seven and four years. Mr. 
Dix belongs to the Elks and the Knights of Pythias lodges in Sheboygan and also 
to the Turnverein. He has a wide acquaintance in this city where he has always 
lived, his life being characterized by principles which have made his course at 
all times such a one as commands public confidence and regard. In all his busi- 
ness career he has been actuated by a spirit of enterprise that has kept him in 
touch with the advancement that has characterized the printing business in late 2 
years. The output of his establishment indicates all the latest improvements in 
the printer’s art, and the attractive quality of the workmanship is a feature that 
has contributed to the success of the undertaking. 

THOMAS CHRISTIANSON, Jr. 

Mr. Christianson is a native of Sheboygan, his birth having occurred in that 
city, July 23, 1871, and he is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Christianson, Sr. 
The father, who was born in Christiania, Norway, on June 11, 1835 emigrated 
to America during the early ’50s and settled in Sheboygan. After spending some 
years in that city he returned to his birthplace where he made his home for a 
number of years, although he followed the sea as sailor and captain. He after- 
ward returned to Sheboygan and established his home, and at once resumed his 
chosen occupation, continuing as captain of his boat on the Great Lakes for a 
period of thirty years, after which he retired to Sheboygan, where he has been 
a resident for nearly fifty years. To Mr. and Mrs. Christianson, Sr., ten chil- 
dren were born, eight of whom are still living, as follows: Thomas Christianson, 
Jr., the subject of this review; Margaret, the wife of August Brieder, resides 
in Sheboygan; Lyddia, the wife of William Laffin, also resides in Sheboygan; 
Peter, married, resides at the old homestead in Sheboygan; John, married, also 
lives in Sheboygan; Tillie, the wife of August Krueger, lives in Sheboygan; 
Henry, married, is a resident of Sheboygan; and Minnie, the wife of Charles W. 
Wilder, a resident of Australia. The mother of this family passed away in 1904. 

Thomas Christianson, Jr., received his elementary education in the public 
schools of Sheboygan and in his fourteenth year entered upon his career as a ; 
sailor on the Great Lakes, in which employment he continued for four years. 
At the end of that time he retired from the Lakes and followed up racing horses, 
an occupation in which he continued to be interested for a period of twelve years.
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He has the distinction of having been well known on various racing circuits 
throughout the northwest and has followed the fortunes of many of the prize 
winners of the state. After retiring from racing circles he accepted a position 
with the Sheboygan Chair Company and to that business continued to devote his 
time for ten years, after which he was employed for a number of years in the 
Kohler plant at Riverside, this county. 

Mr. Christianson was united in marriage on June 24, 1897, to Miss Tillie 
Rummerfinger, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rummerfinger, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. The mother passed away many years ago. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Christianson eight children have been born, seven of whom are living. 
Joseph, Ella and Ray are all residing with their parents at home. Marion, Mar- 
garet and Magdeline are triplets, one of whom, Magdeline, died at the age of 
eight months and ten days. Adelia and Gladys still reside at home with their 
parents. Mr. Christianson is one of the well known men in Sheboygan county 

and has also an extensive acquaintance throughout the entire state of Wisconsin 
and among his associates and friends he is known to be a man of integrity and 
trustworthy in the care of any business interest committed to his keeping. 

CLIFFORD W. STARRETT. 

The present efficient and popular mayor of Plymouth is Clifford W. Starrett, 
who is serving his third term. He has had a broad business experience and is 

one of the leading citizens of this town in trade, political and fraternal circles. 

He was born May 10, 1864, in Brooklyn, New York, a son of Sereno and Frances 

A. (Briggs) Starrett. The father was born in 1830 and passed away in 1871, 

while the mother’s birth occurred in 1832 and her death in 1896. The paternal 
grandfather at an early day was connected with the Hoe Printing Press Manu- 
facturing Company and tradition has it that he was one of the developers of the 
original Hoe press. His death occurred very suddenly. The father, who always 

lived in Brooklyn, was connected with an ivory manufacturing concern through- 
out his entire business career. Of the Briggs family three came from England in 
the eighteenth century, one settling in New Jersey, one in the west and one in 

Sing Sing, New York, and it is from the last mentioned that Mrs. Starrett is 

descended. Three of her brothers took part in the Civil war: Captain James 

Henry Briggs, of the Tenth New York Infantry; Harrison Briggs; and Winfield 

Briggs, a drummer boy. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Sereno Starrett were six 

sons and one daughter, namely: Sereno Halsey, a resident of New Rochelle, New 
York; Irving, living in Brooklyn, New York, where he is engaged as a florist; 

Clifford W., of this review; Howard Sherman, of Brooklyn; Roswell H., also a 

resident of Brooklyn, who is now serving as grand regent of the Royal Arcanum 

of the state of New York; Marcus, who died at the age of four years; and 

' Louise, who passed away at the age of thirty-one years. 
Clifford W. Starrett was educated in the public schools of Brooklyn and then 

entered the employ of a book-publishing concern. After remaining with that 

company for a time he worked as a messenger in Wall street, New York, and 
later served in the same capacity on the New York Produce Exchange. In 1884
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he was employed by John S. Martin & Company, wholesale dealers in butter and ° 
cheese in New York city, and remained with them for twelve years. He then 

became connected with A. C. Dow, of Chicago and Plymouth, and for fifteen 

years was connected with that concern as departmental manager. In 1911 he em- 
barked in the wholesale cheese business on his own account, doing a very thrivirg 
business. 

Mr. Starrett was married in 1894 to Miss Maud Lester Skirving, a daughter 

of John and Mary (Lester) Skirving, the father being of Scotch extraction and 
the mother a native of Cambridge, England. The Lester family is descended 

from the old Leicester family, the name of Lester being a contraction of the 

original form. The father when a child accompanied his parents to Canada 

where the family remained for a time, later removing to New Orleans, where 
both parents died of yellow fever when he was very young, and he was reared 
by an aunt. He made his residence in Brooklyn, New York, where he was en- 

gaged in the cigar trade and where he remained until his death. Unto Mr. and 

Mrs. Starrett have been born two children: John Skirving, who is attending high 
school; and Edith, also a student., 

Mr. Starrett is a member of the Masonic fraternity, belongs to the Benevolent 
Protective Order of Elks, the Royal Arcanum, the Loyal Additional, the Order 

of Iroquois, of Buffalo, New York, and is a member of the Iroquois Club. Both 
he and his family are affiliated with the Episcopal church of Plymouth, to which 
by their attendance and influence they render valuable assistance. Mr. Starrett 

has been an adherent of the republican party and has always taken a commend- 

able interest in political affairs. He is one of the most aggressive citizens in Ply- 
mouth a city of which he is proud believing that the future holds in store for his 
town great prosperity and development He is a man of fine presence, well built _ 

and energetic, always on the alert to render ever possible assistance toward 
the upbuilding of the city. Being a successful business man of broad experience 
he is especially qualified for the honorable office which he holds and is a valuable 
citizen in the community where he is universally respected. 

GEORGE JURSS. 

George Jurss, the owner of a well improved farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres in Lyndon township, has been a lifelong resident of Sheboygan county and 
has devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits throughout his entire 
business career. His birth occurred in Lyndon township on the 1st of December, 
1873, his parents being Frederick and Mary (Rhode) Jurss, who were natives of 
Germany, the former born in 1832 and the latter in 1845. Frederick Jurss 
emigrated to the United States about 1857 and first took up his abode in She- 
boygan county, Wisconsin, but after a short time removed to Illinois, operating a 
farm in Cook county, that state. At the time of the Civil war he enlisted for 
service in the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, remaining with that command for four 
years and eleven months. After the close of hostilities between the north and 
the south he returned to Cook county but subsequently disposed of his farm and 

took up his abode in Chicago, where he was engaged in teaming for five years 
Vol. I—16
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and where he was married. He next came to Sheboygan county, this state, pur- 
chasing and locating on a farm of eighty acres west of the place where our sub- 
ject now resides. In 1888 he purchased the farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres which is now in possession of his son George, devoting his attention to its 
operation for a period of fifteen years or until 1903, when he put aside the active 
work of the fields and removed to Plymouth, where his demise occurred in IQII, 
He is survived by his widow, who had emigrated to this country with her parents 
and settled in Illinois. Mrs. Jurss has been twice married and had one son by 
her first husband. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Jurss were born two children, twins, the 
brother of our subject having died in infancy. ' 

George Jurss acquired his education in the schools of his native township and 
after putting aside his text-books assisted his father in the operation of the home 
farm until the latter retired in 1903. Prior to that time, however, he had received 
the property from his father and he has since devoted his attention to its further 
cultivation and improvement, the well tilled fields responding readily to the care 
and labor which he bestows upon them. During the years in which the place has 
been in his possession he has erected a handsome new residence as well as sub- 
stantial barns and all necessary outbuildings for the shelter of grain and stock. 
He keeps from twenty to twenty-five head of high-grade cattle and has met with 
a gratifying measure of success in his undertakings as an agriculturist. 

In 1893 Mr. Jurss was united in marriage to Miss Louisa Miller, a native of 
_ Germany and a daughter of Carl Miller, who was likewise born in the fatherland. 

Mrs. Jurss came to America about 1883, when a maiden of ten years. By her 
marriage she has become the mother of five children, as follows: one who died in 
infancy ; Fred, whose birth occurred in 1896 ; Benno, whose natal year was 1808; 
Ella, who was born in 1901; and George Jr., born June 11, 1912. 

In politics Mr. Jurss is a stanch republican, loyally supporting the men and 
measures of that party. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the 
Lutheran church at Plymouth. Honorable in business, loyal in citizenship, char- 
itable in thought, kindly in’action, true to every trust confided to his care, Mr. 
Jurss commands the respect of a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 

; ALBERT GUTSCH. 

Albert Gutsch, who for many years was connected with the brewing interests 

of Sheboygan Falls and is a well known horseman, was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
April 24, 1859, a son of Anton and Margarethe (Meyers) Gutsch, both natives of 
Baden, Germany. The parents came to the new world when the father was a 

young man and settled temporarily in Cincinnati. He later removed to She- 
boygan City where he engaged in the brewing business with his brothers, Leopold 

_ and Francis, building the first brewery in Sheboygan county. After living in 
Sheboygan and being connected with that business for some time he removed to 

Chicago, where he established a branch office of the brewery, residing in that 
city until the time of his death, in 1867. His wife survived him, passing away 
a few years later. Anton Gutsch enjoyed the friendship of Stephen A. Doug- 
jas and was actively engaged with the famous statesman in his memorable cam- 

paign.
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Albert Gutsch was educated in the public schools of Chicago and after laying 
aside his text-books he became connected with the brewing business established 

by his father. In the year 1885 he started in the retail liquor business for himself 
at Sheboygan Falls and has since been so engaged. He has for many years been 
greatly interested in trotting horses and has owned some of the finest trotters 
in Wisconsin. Among these may be mentioned Glover G., Narragansett, Jr., 
Billy G. and Sleepy Dave. He is widely known in turf circles in the Badger 

state, having entered his horses in races all over the country. 
Mr. Gutsch was married February 6, 1888, to Miss Hattie Goking, whose 

parents were natives of Germany. One daughter has been born to them, Elnora, 
now living at home. In his political affiliations Mr. Gutsch is a democrat and 
was for four years deputy sheriff of Sheboygan county. He has always taken 
an active interest in political matters as well as in business and fraternal life, 
holding membership in the Moose lodge, and is among the most widely known 
men of this city. His business reputation is unquestioned and he enjoys the 
high esteem of a large circle of acquaintances and friends. 

CH= PAPE: 

C. H. Pape is the popular and efficient manager of the Port Huron Salt Dock 
Company’s interests at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, a position which he has main- 
tained with credit to himself since the beginning of 1900. He is a natiye of 
Hanover, Germany, having been born in the year 1839, and is the son of Conrad 
Pape, who emigrated with his family to Sheboygan in 1848. His father was by 
profession a shipbuilder. After establishing his home in Sheboygan he con- 
tinued to live at that place during the remainder of his life. 

C. H. Pape was reared in his father’s home and educated in the public schools. 
As a young man he was engaged as clerk in a dry-goods store until 1869 and 
then became interested in farming near the city of Sheboygan. Having estab- 
lished himself in this line of industry and meeting with very gratifying success, 
he continued in the business of an agriculturist for thirty-one years, after which 
he removed to the city and was engaged as a traveling salesman for one year by " 
the C. Reiss Coal Company. In 1900, while still in the employ of the C. Reiss 
Coal Company; lie was given the position of manager of the Port Huron Salt 
Dock. This enterprise at that time was the property of the C. Reiss Coal Com- 
Pany, it being the western dock for that concern. Their home plant was estab- 
lished at Port Huron, Michigan, and their salt product shipped from there to 
their dock at Sheboygan by boat and then distributed to the trade throughout 
the west. In addition to their dock proper the company built large and com- 
modious buildings especially adapted to their use, the buildings in all being six 
hundred feet in length by one hundred feet in width and supplied with all neces- 
sary railroad switch facilities direct to their warerooms. In addition to the 
offices and storage departments the buildings also house a very large and per- 
fectly equipped cooper shop, in which all necessary barrels for the packing and 

shipping of their salt products are manufactured. The company handles all 
grades of salt from the fertilizing salt to the best packing house and domestic
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grades. In 1902 the C. Reiss Coal Company disposed of its Port Huron salt 
dock to the present owners and operators. This change in the proprietorship of 
the business in no way effected the position held by C. H. Pape. He has been 
continued in the same position by the new company and has the complete over- 
sight and charge of the entire Port Huron Salt Dock Company’s interests, their 
volume of business averaging from one hundred and fifty to two hundred thou- 
sand barrels of salt shipped to the trade per annum. It is a fact universally 
recognized that the Port Huron salt dock is one of the best constructed properties 
of its kind on the river front. 

Mr. Pape was married in the city of Rantoul, Illinois, to Miss Lizzie J. Van 
Arnam, a daughter of Newcomb J. Van Arnam and Martha Allen (Wescott) 
Van Arnam, both of New York state. The parents lived in New York city, 
where Mrs. Pape was born, for about ten years and then moved to New Orleans, 
Louisiana, where the mother passed away in 1851. Mr. Van Arnam and his two , 
children, Lizzie J. and John, then removed with the grandparents, Abraham and 
Jane Van Arnam, to Sheboygan. In 1852 the father went to California in the 
wake of the great stream of gold seekers, but returned to Sheboygan in 1857 
and remained here until the outbreak of the Civil war in 186r. During the war 
he spent his time between St. Louis, Missouri; Memphis, Tennessee; and Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; taking contracts for army supplies. The father survived his wife 
for over forty years, passing away in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, in 1892. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Pape four children have been born: George N., of Sheboygan; Mattie 
W., the wife of Peter Reiss; Jennie, the wife of Arthur Hayssen ; and Carrie, 
the wife of Edwin Imig. The three last named are also residents of Sheboygan. 

C. H. Pape is well and favorably known throughout the county and within 
the city of Sheboygan, and his name stands high on the roll of its honored and 
useful residents. He has never held political office but his public-spiritedness 1s 
indicated by the fact that for five successive years he has served as the president 
of the Sheboygan County Fair Association. He has been an industrious, suc- 
cessful, trustworthy and reliable man during all the years of his active life and is 
deeply interested in, and at all times ready to support, every public enterprise 
seeking the advancement of the people of the city. 

JACOBTA SCHUICHT, : 

Jacob A. Schlicht, who for many years was actively engaged in business in 
Sheboygan, has lived there retired since r909. He was born in Washington 
county, Wisconsin, February 27, 1860, and is a son of John and Regina (Vol- 
rath) Schlicht, the former a native of Nueremberg, Bavaria, Germany, and the 
latter of Bingen-on-the-Rhine, Germany. The father was by trade and occupa- 

* tion a baker in his native country. He emigrated to America in 1840, settling 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and there established himself in business as the pro- 
prietor of an immigrant house. Some years later he removed to Washington 
county and there engaged in the brewing business, in which he continued until 
he suffered a loss by fire of his entire plant. In 1861 he came to Sheboygan 
where he engaged in the saloon business on Eighth street, to which he continued
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to give his attention until 1866, at which time he again suffered a loss by fire of 

his entire property. Two years later he purchased a farm near the city of She- 

boygan and engaged in agricultural pursuits, in which he continued for a number 

of years. In 1885 he sold to the city of Sheboygan twenty acres of his farm as a 
site upon which the city and county later built the Sheboygan County Asylum for 
the Insane. He continued to live upon his farm during the remaining years of his 

life which closed in 1895. The mother was born December 25, 1818, and passed 
away in July, 1908, at the age of ninety years. To Mr. and Mrs. John Schlicht 

six children were born, two of whom are now living: John S., who is the eldest, 

resides in Sheboygan, and J. A., the subject of this review. 

J. A. Schlicht was reared in his father’s home and received his elementary 
education in the public schools of Sheboygan county. He worked at the machin- 
ist’s trade for some time and was afterward employed as clerk in a dry-goods 
house for a brief period and in 1878, at the age of eighteen years, he was em- 
ployed in the wholesale and retail liquor business which Mr. Nehrlich and his 

brother William, under the firm name of Schlicht & Nehrlich, had established 

in 1873. In 1877 Mr. Nehrlich retired from the firm after which the business was 
conducted under the name of William Schlicht until 1880 when the subject of this 
review entered into partnership with his brother William, at which time the name 

of the firm was changed to Wm. Schlicht and Brother and so continued until 
1896 when Jacob A., of this review, became the sole owner and proprietor of the 
business to which he gave his entire attention until 1909. At that time he per- 
manently retired and now is in the enjoyment of a well earned rest and maintains 
his residence in Sheboygan. 

Mr. Schlicht was united in marriage, in 1901, to Miss Alma C. Krueter, a na- 

tive of Plymouth, Wisconsin, and they. became the parents of two children: 

William A., and Louisa, who died in infancy. The mother of this family passed 
away August 22, 1911, at Sheboygan. Mr. Schlicht is a member of the Benevo- 
lent Protective Order of Elks, also of the Knights of Pythias and the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles. He is affiliated with the demorcatic party, but has never sought 
political preferment. For many years Mr. Schlicht was actively identified with 
the business interests of the city of Sheboygan where he now leads a retired life, 
respected by his friends and associates. 

FRED LANGE. 

Fred Lange is the owner of an excellent farm of eighty acres in Lyndon 
township and has resided thereon for more than two decades. His birth occurred 

in Germany on the 15th of February, 1845. His father, who was born in Pom- 
mern, Germany, emigrated to the United States in 1866, settling in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin, where he worked as a carpet weaver. Subsequently he came to She- 

boygan county and was here married a second time, his first wife, the mother 

of our subject, having died in Germany. John Lange was the father of thirteen 
children. 

Fred Lange spent the first twenty-four years of his life in the land of his 
nativity and in 1869 crossed the Atlantic to the United States, working on a farm
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in the vicinity of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, during the first three years of his resj- 
dence in this country. Subsequently he worked in a tannery at Milwaukee for 
a period of twenty years. At the end of that time, in 1891, he came to Sheboygan 
county and purchased the farm of eighty acres in Lyndon township on which he 
has since resided. He has erected outbuildings and has greatly improved the place 
in other ways, making it a model farming property. At the present time, how- 
ever, he is practically living retired, having acquired a handsome competence by 
reason of his well directed industry in former years. 

In 1872 Mr. Lange was united in marriage to Miss Fredericka Wodrick, a 
daughter of John Wodrick, who was a native of Germany and settled in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, after his emigration to the United States. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Lange were born twelve children, three of whom are deceased. The others 
are as follows: Amelia, who is married and resides in Milwaukee; Herman, 
living in Greenbush, Wisconsin; William, who makes his home in Milwaukee; 
Alvena, who is married and lives in Sheboygan county; Ida, who is married and 
resides in Plymouth, Wisconsin; Otto, of Sheboygan county; Albert, who is 
still at home; Lena, living in Milwaukee; and Tilly, who is still under the parental 
roof. Alfred died on June 21, 1912. 

Since becoming a naturalized American citizen Mr. Lange has supported the 
men and measures of the republican party. His religious faith is indicated by 
his membership in the Plymouth Lutheran church. Coming to the United States 
in early manhood, he eagerly availed himself of the opportunities offered and has 
worked his way steadily upward to a position among the substantial and represen- 
tative citizens of his community. 

ROBERT SCHULTZ. 

Robert Schultz is the proprietor of the Theodore Harms Bottling Works, 
situated at 715 North Fifth street, a business which he purchased in 1908. He 
was born in Pommern, Germany, December 18, 1874, a son of William and Maria 

Schultz, both of whom were natives of the fatherland. The father died when 

our subject was only a small boy and the mother is living in Germany. Robert 
Schultz emigrated to the United States in 1890, soon afterward settling in She- 

boygan where he entered the employ of the Crocker Chair Company. After re- 

maining with that concern for a time he afterward went into business on the 

south side of the city, where he continued until in 1908, when he sold out and 
bought the business which he is at present conducting. In his factory he manu- 

factures a large variety of soft drinks with which he supplies the trade in Sheboy- 
gan and neighboring cities. 

Mr. Schultz was married in 1896 to Miss Bertha Splittgerber, a daughter ot 
Mr. and Mrs. August Splittgerber, both natives of Pommern, Germany. The 
father came to the United States in 1889 and was employed in a factory until 
the time of his death, which occurred in 1911. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Schultz were 
born three children, all of whom are living at home with their parents, 
namely: Erna, a graduate of the high school; Rosa, who has completed 

the work of the public school; and, Elvira. In his fraternal relations Mr.
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Schultz is a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Independent Order of 
Foresters, the Concordia Singing Society and the Turners. Mr. Schultz has 
long since earned the reputation of being a successful, upright and progressive 
business man. He has thoroughly mastered the details of his manufacturing bus- 
iness and by giving strict attention to his work and endeavoring by every possible 
means to render excellent service to his customers he has become successful. He ; 
is one of the highly respected citizens of Sheboygan and is well known not only 
in his own city but to the trade in a large surrounding territory. 

FRED SCHNELLEN, Jr. 

Steady advancement has brought Fred Schnellen, Jr., to his present respon- 
sible position as superintendent of the American Hide & Leather Company of 
Sheboygan, in which connection he is active in control of a business of large pro- 
portions that constitutes one of the important industrial and commercial concerns 
of the city. He was born in the township of Herman, Sheboygan county, May 8, 
1860, and is a son of Captain Fred Schnellen, Sr., whose birth occurred in Prus- 
sia, Germany, November 27, 1827. The father won his military title by service 
under Kaiser Wilhelm. He was one of a family of ten children and the only 
son. In April, 1851, he married Miss Wilhelmine Freinatis, who was born in 
Germany in 1831. They came to America in 1852 and in 1854 took up their abode 
in the city of Sheboygan but afterward removed to Howards Grove in the town- 
ship of Herman. In 1862 the father raised a company for service in the Civil war 
known as Company C, of the Twenty-seventh Regiment, and while he was at the 
front defending the Union cause his family resided in Milwaukee. In 1875 he 
again took up their abode in the city of Sheboygan and for ten years was assessor 
of his town. 

Fred Schnellen, Jr., acquired a public-school education and then entered the 
tanning business, with which he has always been identified. Thirty-five years ago 
he became connected with the hide and leather business as an apprentice and 
continuing in connection therewith to the present time. Gradually he has worked 
his way upward by reason of his ability and fidelity to the office of superin- 
tendent of the American Hide & Leather Company of Sheboygan, which position 
he now acceptably fills. The business was originally conducted under the name 
of the C. T. Roeintz Leather Company, having been organized in 1853 by C. T. 
and William Roeintz. In 1875 the latter died, at which time the former became 
sole owner. On the 1st of January, 1881, Frank L. and C. H. Roeintz became 
associated with the business under the firm style of C. T. Roeintz & Sons. In 
1888 the business was incorporated with a capital stock of one hundred thousand 
dollars, with C. T. Roeintz as president; Frank L. Roeintz as vice president, 
and C. H. Roeintz as secretary. The first named died in 1892, at which 
time Frank L. Roeintz became president. In 1899 they sold out to the American 
Hide & Leather Company, of which Frank L. Roeintz became a director. He is 
now the third vice president of the company, with Thomas H. Hall, of New 
York city, as president. Long experience has made Fred Schnellen, Jr., partic- * 
ularly well qualified for the position which he now occupies. He mastered the



=) s 

312 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

business in principle and detail and his increasing skill and ability along his chosen 
line have well qualified him to direct the labors of those who serve under him, 

In 1905 Mr. Schnellen was married to Miss Emma Heyn, a daughter of 

H. F. A. Heyn, who was a tanner by trade. He settled in the town of Wilson, 

Sheboygan county, in 1850, and there followed farming until he took up tanning, 

Both he and his wife are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Schnellen are well known 

in Sheboygan, occupying an enviable social position, while his business promi- 

nence places him among the representative and leading citizens of the community. 

RALPH ROBINSON PARRISH. 

Ralph Robinson Parrish, the owner of a well improved tract of land compris- 

ing eighty acres on section 8, Lima township, has in recent years devoted his at- 
tention to the pursuits of farming and dairying and also raises high-grade and 
pure-bred Chester White hogs. He is numbered among the worthy native sons 
of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred in Lima township on the 18th of 
July, 1853. His father, John Decraso Parrish, was born in the village of Ald- 
years, Pollit township, Rutland county, Vermont, on the 17th of February, 1816. 
The paternal grandfather of our subject was Isaac Parrish. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
John D. Parrish were born ten children. Harriet A., whose birth occurred on the 

2oth of February, 1842, gave her hand in marriage to John Harnden on the 14th 
of January, 1863, and passed away in April, 1869. May A., who was born on 
the 13th of May, 1843, died on the 14th of August, 1844. Mary T., whose natal 

day was April 2, 1845, gave her hand in marriage to G. W. Poland on the 4th of 
February, 1864, and now resides at Lake Nebraska. Adorah B., whose birth oc- 

curred on the roth of September, 1847, passed away on the Ist of January, 1861. 

Sheldon A., who was born September 11, 1849, died December 31, 1860. Julia 

I., who was born July 10, 1851, wedded Albertus Dye on the roth of September, 
1883, and died on the 1st of February, 1912. Ralph R., of this review, is the next 

in order of birth. Letitia B., whose birth occurred on the 25th of November, 

1857, gave her hand in marriage to Cyrus B. Knight on the 18th of April, 1878, 
and now resides at Rockford, Illinois. A sketch of John O., who is the next in 

order of birth, appears on another page of this work. Nellie J., who was born on 

the 4th of June, 1862, became the wife of La Gee Gilman on the 21st of March, 

1883, and resides at Plymouth. 

Ralph Robinson Parrish obtained his education in the district schools of Lima 

township and remained on the home farm until twenty-eight years of age, receiv- 

ing a yearly salary after he had attained his majority. During this time he pur- 
chased an interest in a threshing machine outfit and operated the same for three 

years at a liberal profit. After his first season with the machine he took a trip, 
visiting a number of relatives on both sides of the family. Making his way first 

to Kentucky, he there spent three weeks and then went to Pulaski, Oswego 
county, New York, remaining in that neighborhood for about three months while 

visiting in the surrounding country. Subsequently he went to Michigan, stopping 
’ at Grand Ledge and Lansing. He then returned to Wisconsin and remained home 

until the 15th of January, 1878, when he removed to Kansas, settling in Pioneer
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township, Rush county, that state, where he took a half section of land and later 
homesteaded the property. He preempted a quarter section and took a tree claim 
on the remaining quarter. There he kept “bachelor’s hall’ for two years and then 
returned home on a visit, bringing with him his cousin, Otis Tupper, who had 
been living with him in the hope of regaining his health in the Sunflower state. 
On the 12th of January, 1880, he left for Syracuse, New York, and three days 
later was married in that city. He visited in New York state with his bride for 
several weeks and returned to Kansas in the latter part of February. The inside 
dimensions of the house to which he brought his young wife were fourteen by 
twenty-four feet and its walls were made of sod. These walls were nearly two 
feet thick and were plastered and whitewashed on the inside. The roof was con- 
structed of a framework of small timbers, over which was placed a layer of sugar 
cane. The cane was covered with sod and over the sod was a layer of a soil called 
magnesia, which is noted for its water-shedding qualities. The floor was of 
matched lumber—like that of an ordinary house. This home was at that time 
considered a most modern and comfortable one, being far superior in finish to the 
other houses of the community and also much larger. It was remarkably warm 
in winter and cool in summer. Mr. Parrish resided therein with his wife until 
March 8, 1883, and then returned to Wisconsin, retaining his Kansas homestead, 
however, until three years later. In association with his brother John he rented 
the home farm, then the J. D. Parrish estate, thus operating the same for one 
year. Then the two brothers each rented half of the same farm, operating it 
separately, on a cash basis, for three years. On the expiration of that period the 
estate was divided, Ralph R. Parrish receiving the tract of eighty acres on which 
he now resides. There was not a building on the property. Mr. Parrish first 
erected a large barn, forty by sixty-six feet, with a lean-to eighteen feet wide 
running the entire length of the barn. The following spring, in the month of 
March, excavation was begun for the new house. In April Mr. Parrish and his 
family took up their abode in a wing of the house which had already been erected, 
the dimensions of which were sixteen by eighteen feet and the front of which was 
largely open, as it had been sheeted up only on one end and the two sides. The 
front part of the framework of the house, twenty-four by twenty-six feet, was 
raised and the work was all completed while the family occupied the small room 
or wing. Mr. Parrish did most of the work himself, and the residence was com- 
pleted by December 1st of the same year. In 1889 he began taking his butter to 
Sheboygan and butchering his surplus stock, selling these products direct to reg- 
ular customers in the city and thus obtaining the highest possible price for his 
goods. The second year, owing to the large demand for his products and his rap- 
idly increasing business interests, he took a partner, H. H. Koppelman, a sketch 
of whom appears on another page of this volume. In the spring of 1895, after 
having held many of his customers for six years, Mr. Parrish abandoned this 
business and discontinued his partnership. He usually made two trips to town 
each week. For the past seventeen years, however, he has devoted his attention 
to dairying and farming, disposing of his milk through the cheese factory. He 
Taises pure-bred Chester White hogs and his farm is stocked with high-grade 
Holstein cattle. 
q On the rsth of January, 1880, at Syracuse, New York, Mr. Parrish was united 
im marriage to Mrs. Bernice Maltby, a widow. Her maiden name was Ella C.
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Plaistead and she was born in Brewerton, New York, her parents being Ford and 
Rosina (Campbell) Plaistead, both natives of New York state. Mrs, Plaisteaq 
died on March 13, 1871, and Mr, Plaistead long survived her, passing away at 
Syracuse, New York, on May 15, 1912. He was buried at Brewerton, New York. 
Mr. Plaistead still survives and makes his home in Syracuse. Our subject and 
his wife have nine children. John Dee, whose birth occurred on the 4th of De- 

cember, 1880, is an agriculturist of Barron county, Wisconsin. Arthur S., who 
was born October 29, 1882, follows farming in Lyndon township, Sheboygan 
county. Timothy M., whose natal day was March 26, 1884, is now second fore- 
man in the steel manufacturing department of the Hart-Parr Gas Engine Com- 
pany at Charles City, Iowa. He passed the required examination and attained 
his present position in less than a year. Ralph I., who was born November 24, 
1886, is attending business college in Milwaukee. Joy I., whose birth occurred 
April 8, 1889, is a graduate of the Badger State Business College of Milwaukee 
and is now in the employ of the Public Service Company of that city. Rosina, 
born December 13, 1891, graduated from the high school at Waldo in 1912. 
Clyde and Helen Parrish are at home and are students in the same school. They 
were born on November 16, 1893, and June 26, 1895, respectively. Ross A., who 
was born September 27, 1897, is also under the parental roof. Mrs. Parrish has 
one son by her first marriage to Bemis Maltby, Fred, who was born April 10, 
1876, who is employed in the Richardson Chair Factory at Sheboygan Falls. 

In politics Mr. Parrish is a stanch republican, having supported the men and 
measures of that party since age conferred upon him the right of franchise. He 
has taken an active part in township politics and for several terms has served as 
road supervisor, holding that office at the present time. He is a valued member 
of the Methodist church of Lyndon township, with which he has always been 

officially connected, frequently holding a number of positions at a time. For 
thirteen years he acted as Sunday school superintendent, resigning that position 
about eight years ago. At the present time he is serving as trustee and steward 
and often teaches a class. He is secretary of the Firman cemetery and has served 
as such for many years. His entire life has been guided by the most honorable 
principles and his self-reliance and unfaltering industry, combined with his in- 
tegrity, constitute the salient features in his success. 

GEORGE SCHOERGER, Sr. 

For about forty years George Schoerger, Sr., has been a resident of Sheboy- 
gan, where he is now living retired. He was for a third of a century engaged in 

* » the saloon business and his close application and unremitting diligence were the 
factors that brought to him the comfortable competence that now enables him to 

rest from further labors. He was born January 6, 1845, in Wentheim, in the 
grand duchy of Baden, Germany. His father, Johann Schoerger, was a lifelong 
farmer and passed away in 1856, when sixty-two years of age. His wife, who in 
her maidenhood bore the name of Katerina Tauch, died when eighty-three years 
of age. They never came to America.
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George Schoerger was the youngest of a family of twelve children. His boy- 

hood and youth were spent in the fatherland and at twenty-seven years of age 
he bade adieu to friends and native land and sailed for the new world, establish- 
ing his home in Sheboygan where for six years he followed the shoemakers’ trade 
which he had previously learned in Germany. He then engaged in the saloon 
business, and for thirty-three years followed that line of business activity until 

success was his in substantial measure, enabling him to retire. He is one of the 

old residents of the city, having for forty years made him home here, and he is 
therefore largely familiar with its upbuilding and all of the events which are 
prominent features in its history. 

In 1887 Mr. Schoerger was united in marriage to Miss Carrie Bishoff, who 

was born in Sheboygan and is a daughter of Andrew and Barbara Bishoff. Mr. 

and Mrs. Schoerger have become parents of four children, two sons and two 

daughters: George, who married Clara Schlicht and has one child, Wallace; 

William, at home; Lillian, who is the wife of F. Cook, a carpenter of Shehoygan 

and has two children; and Elma, who is the wife of Lee Hopkins, of Sheboygan, 
and has one child, Virginia. 

Mr. Schoerger holds membership in the local lodge of the Sons of Herman 
and also with the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He was a member of the old Con- 
cordia Singing Society and has always found great enjoyment in music, possess- 
ing the national taste and love for the art. He is well and prominently known 
among the German-American residents of his adopted city and his life record 
has been a credit alike to the land of his birth and the land of his adoption. 

JOHN E. HOLLING. 

John E. Holling, under sheriff of Sheboygan and employed in the Schrier 
Brewery, was born in this city May 9, 1866, a son of Charles and Johanna 
(Koeppe) -Holling. The parents were both natives of Holstein, Germany, 
whence the father emigrated to the new world in 1857 and the mother in 1862. 
They settled in the city of Sheboygan, where the father was employed ina 
brewery for a time, afterward working in a brickyard. Later he purchased teams 
and engaged in a general teaming business until about 1900, after which he lived 
retired until his death, which occurred in November, 1903. The mother still sur- 
vives and is a resident of this city. 

John E. Holling was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan and after 
laying aside his text-books was employed as a laborer in various capacities for 
some time. He afterward became sexton of Wildwood cemetery, a position 
which he held for a number of years. During that time he became connected with 
the Oconto Brewing Company, with which he remained for a considerable period, 
but later was employed by the Schrier Brewing Company, of Sheboygan, a 

Position which he still holds. 
Mr. Holling was married, in 1888, to Miss Anna Conrad, a daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Fred Conrad, both natives of Germany who came to the United States 
in 1852 and settled in Sheboygan county. To Mr. and Mrs. Holling seven chil- 
dren were born, all of whom are at home, namely: Hildegard; Edna; Irma, a
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graduate of the high school; Frederick, attending business college; Theodore: 
Elizabeth, and Ruth. i 

In his political views Mr. Holling is a democrat and has taken a lively interest 
in political matters, having efficiently served for the past few years as under 
sheriff of his county. In his fraternal relations he is a member of the Eagles 
lodge and also of the Equitable Fraternal Union, his membership being in She- 
boygan. In his official capacity Mr. Holling has served with distinction to himself 
and credit to his party and constituents, having made a very favorable record in 
the important official position which he holds. As an employe he has always 
rendered loyal service to the concerns with which he has been connected and as a 
private citizen his reputation and standing are excellent. Having always lived in 
Sheboygan he has an extremely large circle of friends and acquaintances—both 

political and social—and in the fraternities to which he belongs is popular and 
active. : 

JOSEPH HEMSING, Jr. 

Joseph Hemsing, Jr., the genial and hospitable proprietor of the Franklin 
House on Center avenue, Sheboygan, was born in Wilson township, Sheboygan 

county, November 18, 1862, a son of Joseph Hemsing, a native of Germany anda 
mason by trade who emigrated to the new world in 1854, settling in this county. 

After remaining here for a time he removed to Milwaukee, where he remained 

for five years, working at his trade. At the end of that time he returned to 

Sheboygan county and settled on a farm in Wilson township, following agricul- 
tural pursuits with success from that time until in 1911, when he came to She- 
boygan and is now living retired. He is renting his farm in Wilson township 

and from the proceeds and other means which he has is living in comfort during 
his declining years. He was married in America on the 14th of June, 1861, to 
Miss Francisca Pot, who was also a native of Germany, and they celebrated their 

golden wedding anniversary on June 14, 1911. , 
Joseph Hemsing, Jr., is the third child in a family of nine born unto his par- 

ents. He was given a good common-school education in Sheboygan county and 
in his boyhood days assisted his father with the work of the farm in addition to 
his labors in school. On attaining more mature years he learned the mason’s 
trade with his father as his instructor and in 1889 came to Sheboygan where for 
six years he worked at his trade. He then embarked in the hotel business with 
which he has since been connected, now operating the Franklin House on Center 

avenue, a hostelry which is accorded a liberal patronage. 
Mr. Hemsing was married, in 1894, to Miss Elizabeth Fisher, a daughter of 

Henry Fisher, who was a native of Germany. Her father, who resided in Rhine 

township, this county, was a successful agriculturist and the family was quite 
prominent in their community. To Mr. and Mrs. Hemsing have been born three 

children, Elsie, Josephine and Lena, all of whom are at home with their parents 

and attending the local school. Mr. Hemsing is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, and the Catholic Foresters, both orders having local lodges in the city 

of Sheboygan, in which he holds membership. Mr. Hemsing, a native son of
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Sheboygan county and who has always lived here, has a large number of friends 
among whom he is a great favorite. He is also widely known throughout the 
county and his reputation as an upright citizen and a successful hotel proprietor 
is well established. 

GOTTLIEB PFEIFFER. 

Gottlieb Pfeiffer, the owner of the Plymouth Flour Mills, has been identified 

with the milling interests of the town in the capacity of employe and operator 
for more than twenty-five years. His birth occurred in Buffalo, New York, on 
the 12th of September, 1856, his parents being Joseph and Elizabeth (Klingen- 
schmidt) Pfeiffer, both natives of Germany. The father was born and reared in 

Bavaria and subsequently served six years in the German army. He emigrated 
to the United States in 1841, locating in Buffalo, New York, where for a time 
he was employed on the Erie canal. It was there he met and later married Miss 
Klingenschmidt, who came to America with her parents when a child of eight 
years. In 1864, Mr. Pfeiffer removed to Wisconsin with his family, acquiring 
some land in Rhine township, that he cultivated during the remainder of his 
active life. His efforts in this direction proved to be so remunerative that he 
acquired a competence sufficiently large to enable him to spend the latter years 
of his life in retirement. He passed away in 1892, being survived by the mother, 
whose death occurred in 1894. Ten children were born to them, six of whom 
are still living. 

The first eight years in the life of Gottlieb Pfeiffer were passed in his native 
city, in whose public schools he received his first instruction in English learning, 
completing his education in the schools of this state. When a youth of seventeen 
years he apprenticed himself to the miller’s trade in Manitowoc county, this state. 
In 1875, he came to Plymouth, and here, with the exception of ten years, he has 
ever since resided. During thirteen years of that period he was in the employ 
of William Schwartz, who owned two mills in the town. He proved to be an 
efficient and capable workman and was largely entrusted with the responsibility 
connected with the operation of the plants during the latter years of that period. 
In 1900 he bought an interest in the business but the following year, Mr. Schwartz 
died and Mr. Pfeiffer purchased his interest from the heirs and is now sole pro- 
Prietor of the plant. He does a general milling business and enjoys an excellent 
patronage. Although his is one of the oldest industries in the town, the equipment 
ismodern and the plant has a capacity of one hundred barrels a day. In addition 
to his interest in the mill, Mr. Pfeiffer is a stockholder in the Schwartz Manu- 
facturing Company. 

In 1889, Mr. Pfeiffer was united in marriage to Miss Mary Serfling, a native 
of Sheboygan county, and to them have been born six children, four of whom are 
living, as follows: Reuben, who was born in 1894; Erma, whose birth occurred in 
1898; Milton, whose natal day was in 1900; and George, who was born in 1902. 
The two eldest are in the high school, and the younger boys are attending the 
graded school.
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The family affiliate with the Congregational church, in which the parents 
hold membership, and Mr. Pfeiffer is a republican in his political views, giving 
his support to the progressive faction of the party. He enjoys a wide and fayor- 
able acquaintance both in the town and the surrounding country, where he has 
won many friends through his honorable and upright methods in conducting his 
commercial transactions. 

‘ GEORGE W. WOLFF. 

One of the early settlers of Sheboygan county and an active factor in the 
growth and development of Rhine township, is George W. Wolff, who for many 
years was engaged in general farming on this section. He was born in Rhine 
township, Sheboygan county, in 1848, and is the eldest of four children born to 
Julius and Katherine Margaretha (Mathes) Wolff. Hon. Julius Wolff, the 
father, was born in April, 1818, in the province of Brandenburg, Prussia, where 
he was raised and received his education. He enjoyed liberal facilities of learn- 
ing and while in Germany acted as government inspector of distilleries. He 
came from the fatherland directly to this state by the way of Buffalo and the 
Great Lakes and Milwaukee, and located on section 22, Rhine township, in 1846. 
Shortly thereafter he married and lived with his wife on his eighty acre farm 
during all his life. When he came here the country was a wilderness, not in- 
habited but for the Indians. Whatever roads there were, were Indian trails. 
Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wolff, namely: George W., of this 
review; Thomas J.; Mary; and Leiza. The father was a republican _politic- 
ally prominent and a man of much influence in this section. He was honored by 
election to various public offices and served as county sheriff, for one term as a 
member of the general assembly, from 1867-71 as county treasurer, was a county 
commissioner during the time the present courthouse was built, and served for 
twenty-five years as a member of the county board. He took an active part in 
the organization of the township of Rhine and acted as its first town clerk. He 
died in 1879. 

George W. Wolff spent his boyhood days upon his father’s farm, attended 
the district school and later passed two terms in the Sheboygan high school and 
one term at the Lawrence University at Appleton, Wisconsin. He did not take 
the regular course at either of these institutions and returned to his father’s farm 
after leaving school in the year 1863. When Julius Wolff died his son sold a 
large portion of his acres and moved to the village of Elkhart Lake, in Sheboygan 
county, where he is now residing. During this period he has seen the town of 
Rhine grow from almost a wilderness to a modern community with all the advan- 
tages of schools, churches and conveniences of travel and improvements of every 
kind and nature. He has always taken an active part in the affairs of the com- 
munity. He was town chairman from 1886 to 1906 and for fourteen years held 
the position of county chairman. For four years, from 1895 to 1899, he was a 
member of the Wisconsin general assembly and state senator for eight years, 
from 1901 to 1909. His politics are stanchly republican and he cast his first 
vote for Grant as president. He is a member of the Sheboygan County Agri-
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culture Association and was one of its vice presidents from 1880 to 1907. He 

is also active in business circles and takes an interest in the commercial develop- 
ment of his community. He is now acting president of the Bank of Elkhart 
Lake and holds the same position in the Town Herman Fire Insurance Company, 

in which capacity he has acted since 1890. He is a member of Wisconsin Grand 
Lodge, I. O. O. F., and has been prominent in this organization since 1875. He 
does not hold membership in any church but no call upon his resources when 

made in a worthy cause has ever been left unanswered. 
In 1880 Mr. Wolff was united in marriage to Miss Helen K. Bettelhauser, a 

daughter of Augustus and Katherine (Maurer) Bettelhauser, and they became 
the parents of two children: Sylvia, the wife of William F. Roecker, a professor 

at the University of Wisconsin; and Waleska, at home. Both daughters are 

graduates of Grafton Hall at Fond du Lac. Mr. Bettelhauser was a native of 
Germany, arriving in America in 1845 with instructions from a German syndicate 

of merchants to choose a site for a linen manufactory. He settled in this district, 

and although the business upon which he came to America never materialized, 

he became one of the pioneer residents of Sheboygan county. 
George W. Wolff is now sixty-four years old. All his life has been spent in 

this county and his efforts have been given, during all his active career, to the 
promotion of its growth and prosperity. He has many friends in the town 
in which he resides and his qualities of honesty, industry and sound judgment 
have made him successful and prosperous. 

CHRIS KAMPMANN. 

Chris Kampmann is the successor to his father in the saloon and restaurant 
business at Sheboygan, having purchased the establishment which he now oper- 
ates in 1907. His birth occurred in Sheboygan county on the 16th of April, 
1879, his parents being Chris and Minnie (Sneider) Kampmann. His paternal 
grandfather, Jacob Kampmann, was a native of Germany, from which country 
he emigrated to America many years ago. He was known as a dealer in wines 
and liquors throughout his entire business career and passed away in Sheboygan. 
Chris Kampmann, the father of our subject, was born in Sheboygan county and 
here continued to reside until called to his final rest on the gth of November, 
1908. His wife passed away on the 17th of March, 1902. Frank Sneider, the 
paternal grandfather of Mr. Kampmann of this review, was a native of Saxe- 
Weimar, Germany, and followed general agricultural pursuits as a life work. 
Six children were born unto Chris and Minnie (Sneider) Kampmann. Josephine 
gave her hand in marriage to David Nequette, whose demise occurred in Manito- 
woc county. After a period of eight years of widowhood she became the wife of 
John Brown, a contractor and builder of sidewalks and streets of Sheboygan. 
Frank is a resident of Sheboygan. Chris, of this review, is the next in order 
of birth. Jacob, living in Sheboygan, wedded Miss Agnes Tifft, by whom he 
has one child. Henry, who married Miss Marie Peschell, resides in Sheboygan 
and is an employe of the gas company. Viola is now the wife of Mr. Strebeck and 
also lives in Sheboygan. i
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Chris Kampmann, Jr., was reared in his father’s home and received his edu- 
cation in the schools of Sheboygan. In early life he was a sailor on the Great 
Lakes, in which occupation he remained for nine years. In 1907 he purchased 
his father’s place of business and located his home permanently in Sheboygan. 

On the 23d of January, 1912, Mr. Kampmann was married to Miss Helen 
Seidmann, whose father is an agriculturist of Sheboygan county. Fraternally 
Mr. Kampmann is identified with the Eagles and the Home Foresters, of She- 
boygan. He enjoys the reputation of being a thrifty and successful business 
man. His place of business is well known throughout the city and under his 
management maintains a creditable reputation as being one of the up-to-date 
saloons and restaurants of Sheboygan. 

H. T. MEYER. 

H. T. Meyer is one of the best known men in Wilson township where he has 
been engaged for the past thirty-five years in the threshing business. He was 
born November 4, 1857, and is a native of Sheboygan county, this state. He is 
the son of Carl and Augusta (Erhardt) Meyer, both of whom were natives of 
Germany. 

Carl Meyer was born in 1814 and emigrated to the United States in 1846, 
bringing with him his bride of one year and on reaching the new world he came 
direct to Wilson township where he purchased forty acres of land and established 
his home. He later added to his original purchase until he was the owner of one 
hundred acres of rich Sheboygan county farming land, which he continued to op- 
erate until seven years prior to his death, at which time he removed to the city 
of Sheboygan, where he died in 1897, at the age of eighty-three years. His 
wife, who was a native of Mecklenburg, Germany, passed from this life in 
Sheboygan, at the age of sixty-five years. To Mr. and Mrs. Carl Meyer fourteen 
children were born, of whom eight are still living: Augusta, who is the wife of 
Christ Stadte, of Chicago; Lena, who is the wife of Henry Benders, of Chicago ; 
Minnie, who is the wife of William Schultz, of Sheboygan; Bertha, who is mar- 
ried and resides in Chicago; Anna, the wife of Frank Haffer, of Sheboygan; Fred 
who owns and resides on the old homestead; William, a real-estate agent in De 

Pere, Wisconsin; and H. T., the subject of this review. 

H. T. Meyer was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public 
schools of Wilson township. In his early life he was engaged in work on his fath- 
er’s farm in the summer and in the winter months he was employed in the lumber 
woods. At the age of twenty-one he left the parental roof and became an ap- 
prenticed carpenter and after learning that trade he was engaged in its pursuit 
during the summer months and also to some extent during the winter season. 
In 1882 he purchased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres on sections 21 and 
28. Upon that property he established his home and has since continued to reside. 
For the past thirty-five years he has been engaged in the threshing business. - 

Mr. Meyer was united in marriage to Miss Louisa Brehm, a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Adam Brehm, both of whom were natives of Germany and who emi- 
grated to this country at the time when Mrs. Meyer was a child of nine years of
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age. To Mr. and Mrs. Meyer four children have been born: Herman and Oscar, 
both of whom are at home; Adeline, who is the wife of Edwin Halle, of Oconom- 
owoc, Wisconsin; and Tillie, who is the wife of Dan Halle, of Cedar Grove, this 

ate. 
‘ Mr. Meyer is non-partisan in the use of his franchise casting his vote for the 
party whom he believes best serves the interests of the people. He and his wife 
are both members of the Lutheran church. He is an enterprising and useful cit- 
izen of his state and ‘county and is known throughout the county of Sheboygan 
to be a man of strict integrity in business matters and is highly esteemed by 
people with whom he is brought in contact. 

A. J. VOLLRATH. 

A. J. Vollrath, familiarly known as Jake Vollrath, president of The Porcelain 
Enameling Association of America, has for many years been identified with the 
manufacturing interests of Sheboygan and is recognized as one of the city’s fore- 
most business men, by reason of his fine powers of organization and executive 
ability. He was born in the city of Milwaukee on the 20th of January, 1850, and 
isa son of Jacob J. and Elizabeth Vollrath. The father was born in Doerbach, 
near the Rhine, Germany, whence he emigrated to the United States in 1848. 
Upon his arrival in this country he first located in Albany, New York, whence 
he removed to Milwaukee in 1849, coming from the latter city to Sheboygan five 
years later. He was not only a capable business man but possessed unusual 
mechanical skill and opening a plant here he engaged in the manufacture of farm- 
ing implements on a small scale. His enterprise thrived and he later extended 
the scope of his activities by establishing several similar concerns, operating 
under the firm name of Jacob J. Vollrath & Son. They subsequently incorporated 
under the name of The Jacob J. Vollrath Manufacturing Company, with the 
father as president and our subject vice president. After the death of the father 
in 1898 the son became president, and the company which has been in existence 
for over forty years and was numbered among the well established and prosper- 
ous enterprises of the city, continued operations under the old name until 1907. 

Mr. Vollrath was educated in the public schools and when only twelve years 
of age began to work, and after laying aside his text-books became associated in 
business with his father. His training was both severe and hard, as the father 
was an exact man, and while it seemed very rigorous to the recipient at the time 
he has had many an occasion to be thankful for it in later years. Following the 
death of his father, Mr. Vollrath was president of the Jacob J. Vollrath Manu- 
facturing Company until August 7, 1907, when he organized and established the 
enterprise that is now being operated under the name of The Porcelain Enameling 
Association of America. Their plant is located at Fifteenth street, north of the 
city limits, where they own twenty acres of land. The factory is thoroughly mod- 
ern in construction and is equipped with nearly every device and appliance that 
will expedite the work. Although the company has only been in existence for 
four years, under the capable management and systematic direction of Mr. Voll- 
rath it has developed until their pay roll now carries the names of three hundred 

Vol. 1—17



326 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

and twenty-five people. The business of the sales department has shown a 
marked annual increase from year to year ever since it was organized, and the 
stockholders are realizing a good dividend on their investment. 

In this city in February, 1877, Mr. Vollrath was united in matriage to Miss 
Anna Liebl, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Liebl, the father one of Sheboy- 
gan’s pioneer business men. Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs, 
Vollrath, as follows: Carl Jacob J.; Magdalena, who is at home; Walter, the 
treasurer of The Porcelain Enameling Association of Anierica; A, J., who is 
secretary of the same company ; William, who died in 1886 at the age of six years 
and is buried in Wildwood cemetery ; and Jacob John and John Jacob, twins, who 
are attending school. The family home is located at 2125 North Sixth street, 
where Mr, Vollrath has recently erected a very beautiful, modern residence. 

Fraternally, Mr. Vollrath has attained the rank of a thirty-two degree 
Mason and he also belongs to the Shrine and the Benevolent Protective Order of 
Elks, while his connection with organizations of a more purely social nature is 
confined to his membership in the Country Club. In his political views he is a 
republican and gives his unqualified support to the men and measures of this 
party. Mr. Vollrath is a man of marked efficiency and has the additional ad- 
vantage of possessing the foresight and sagacity that enables him to recognize and 
create opportunities not discernible to the less perspicacious, and these qualities 
united with his concentration and unremitting energy are the secrets of his suc- 
cess. 

ROBERT H. KOEHLER. 

Robert H. Koehler is closely connected with the leading business interests of 
the city of Plymouth and a principal stockholder in many of the successful en- 
terprises in this portion of Wisconsin. He is at present serving as the cashier of 
the Plymouth Exchange Bank. He was born March 6, 1862, and is the son of 

Dr. Otto William and Catherine (Ullrich) Koehler. Dr. Koehler was a native 
of Berlin, Germany, and in the fatherland received his education in the public 

schools and there also received his training as physician in the German univer- 
sities. During the early years of his professional life he was connected with the 
medical corps of the German army for a period of thirty-two years. At the end 
of that time he emigrated to America, reaching the shores of the new world in 

the early ’50s. He made his first location at Port Washington, Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, where he was engaged in the active practice of his profession 
until the year 1865. During that year he removed to Sheboygan Falls in this 
county, where he purchased a comfortable and commodious home for his family 

and established himself in the practice of medicine and continued to be so en- 
gaged for the two years following. He then removed to the southwestern por- 
tion of the county, where he remained in the active practice of medicine during 

the balance of his life. He was married in Port Washington, Ohio, in the year 

1860, to Miss Catherine Ullrich, a native of Germany. She came to this country 

in the early ’50s for the purpose of paying her brother a visit who at that time 
was a resident of New York. Later she extended her journey to Ohio with her
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father, her mother having died when she was a young child. Her father was 
by profession a teacher in the private German schools in his native land and 

emigrated to this country some time in the early ’50s, where he settled upon a 

farm about two miles east of Onion river in this county. The place is now oc- 
cupied by Henry Kappel, who is a grandchild of Mr.’ Ullrich. He continued to 

live in the home he first established in Wisconsin until his death, which occurred 
in the early ’70s, and he was buried by the side of Dr. Otto William Koehler in 
the Onion River cemetery. The latter was called to his final rest on the 2d of 

March, 1869. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Koehler were born two children: Robert H., 
of this review; and A. C., living in Plymouth, this state. 

Robert H. Koehler was born at Port Washington, Ohio, and with his family 

removed from that place to Sheboygan Falls when he was a child of but four 

years of age. He received his early education in the common schools of that 
city and in the southwestern part of this county, later graduating from the Ply- 

mouth high school in the class of 1884 during the time that W. J. Brier was 
principal. In his early life he was engaged in educational work, having taught 
one term east of Random Lake before graduating from the Plymouth high 
school. He afterward taught for three years at Hingham, this state, and three 
years in Plymouth, after which he was employed in the general merchandising 
establishment of Huson & Zerler and remained in the employ of that concern 
for a period of thirteen years. On December 22, 1902, at a regular meeting ot 
the board of directors of the Plymouth Exchange Bank, he was elected to the 

office of cashier of that financial institution and assumed his duties as such on 
January 12, 1903, and has since continued to be engaged in the service of that 

corporation. Mr. Koehler is one of the principal owners in the Plymouth Chair 

Company and is the secretary and treasurer of the Plymouth Building Association 
On the 20th of April, 1884, Mr. Koehler was united in marriage to Miss 

Lucy C. Staley, a daughter of Josiah and Henrietta (Peiter) Staley. Her mother 
at one time was the owner of Social Hall. This public house at that time was 

the main stopping point between the southwestern portion of the county and 
Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Koehler three children have been born. Otto 

J., born August 25, 1885, is in the employ of a railway company and makes his 
home in St. Louis. On the 21st of December, 1911, he wedded Miss Susan 

Quick. Alvin G., born May 5, 1888, is in attendance at the Hahnemann Medical 
College of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from which institution he graduated in 
June in the class of 1912. Cecile H., born April 14, 1902, is a pupil in the public 

schools of Plymouth. 
Mr. Koehler is independent in his political affiliations, though a very great 

admirer of Senator Robert La Follette of this state. He is a member of the 

Congregational church and treasurer of that institution in Plymouth. Frater- 
nally he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and has served 

as treasurer of the local lodge for a great many years, while at the present time 
he is acting in the capacity of district secretary. For the past seven years he 

has been clerk of the public schools in Plymouth and has been a member of the 
school board and one of the most enthusiastic and helpful agencies in establish- 

ing the teachers’ training course. He has also been a member of the local fire 

department of Plymouth since 1897 and a foreman of the Chemical Fire Com- 
pany, from which position he resigned in 1909 but was immediately thereafter
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elected second assistant chief of the department and is still acting in the capacity 
of the treasurer of the chemical company. Robert H. Koehler for many years 
past has been one of the representative business men of Plymouth and has always 
been deeply interested in the educational and moral welfare of the people of his 
community. His well known ability as a business man and his experience as 
an educator haye contributed to make him one of the influential citizens of the 
county of Sheboygan and he is regarded as one of the most enterprising, re- 
liable and substantial residents of this section. 

HENRY J. GOELZER. 

The owner of the finest stock farm in Sheboygan county and the proprietor 
of one of the largest department stores in Plymouth is Henry J. Goelzer, one of 
the most estimable citizens of the county. He is also connected with several 
banks and manufacturing concerns and is prominent in municipal affairs. He 
was born April 29, 1860, in Plymouth, Wisconsin, the son of Philip Goelzer, 
who was born December 1, 1828, in Rhein Bayern, Germany. In 1833 he came 
with his parents to America, settling in New York city, where the family lived 
for ten years. They then removed to Germantown, Washington county, Wis- 
consin, where the father purchased land. Katharine (Dilling) Goelzer, the 
mother, was born in New Bayern, Germany. Her parents owned a farm in the 
Fatherland and, selling out, emigrated to America in 1846, coming directly to 
Germantown, Wisconsin. In that place, on December 16, 1851, occurred the 
marriage of Philip Goelzer and Katharine Dilling and a year later they removed 
to Plymouth, Sheboygan county, where they took up government land upon which 
they lived until the death of the father, June 15, 1884. He had come to America 
with his parents when he was two years of age and as he grew to maturity he 
assisted in clearing the heavily timbered land which the family took up in Wash- 
ington county. After his marriage he took up government land about two and 
one-half miles west of Plymouth. This was covered with timber and he de- 
voted his life to clearing his farm, building improvements and bringing it under 
a high state of cultivation. He passed away in Plymouth, to which place he had 
removed a few months previous to his death. The farm owned by the father 
is now in possession of Henry J. Goelzer, the subject of this review, who has 
increased the acreage and made of it a model dairy farm. His barns are electric 
lighted, with cement floors and mangers; he maintains a first-class water system, 
and the farm is stocked with pure-bred Holstein-Friesian cattle. 

Henry J. Goelzer was educated in the public schools of Plymouth and later 

attended the high school at Appleton. After laying aside his text-books he gave 

his attention to agricultural pursuits for three years and in 1885 embarked in the 
general merchandise business in Plymouth, where he has since remained. His 
initial mercantile transaction was to purchase the stock of goods owned by H. C. 

Freutel and, entering into partnership with John A. Zinkgraff, he continued the 
business for three years, when he purchased his partner’s interest. In 1903 he 
incorporated under the firm name of H. J. Goelzer Company, some of the stock 
being given to a few of his old employes. He has been an aggressive, up-to-date,
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honest and industrious merchant and now has one of the largest department 
stores in Plymouth, carrying a very complete stock. Besides his business and 
farming properties he is interested in several banks, being a director in the Ex- 
change Bank and in the Plymouth Building Association. He is secretary 
and treasurer of the Plymouth Canning Company, a director in the Schwartz 
Manufacturing Company and also in the Plymouth Parlor & Frame Company. 

He is interested as well in the Plymouth Veneer Company, the Plymouth Chair 
Company, and is a breeder of fine live stock, as well as being an extensive agri- 
culturist. 

Mr. Goelzer was married in 1883 to Miss Annie Koch, a daughter of Wil- 
liam and Teresa (Bohne) Koch. The father was born in Saxony, Germany, 
December 10, 1819. His parents died when he was a boy and in 1848 he 
emigrated to the new world, settling in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The mother was 
born May 29, 1828, in Wolferstadt, Saxony, Germany. Her father was a shoe 
manufacturer and her grandfather, Herr Von Alfon, who was born of a noble 
family, was disinherited because he married a nurse. The wife and her parents 
emigrated to America in September, 1844, and came directly to Ozaukee county, 
Wisconsin. The marriage was celebrated in Milwaukee in 1850, and Mr. Koch 
later bought government land in Mosel township, upon which they lived for a 
considerable period, afterward removing to Sheboygan Falls and still later to 
Plymouth. William Koch died December 10, 1896, and his wife passed away 
October 30, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Goelzer are the parents of three children, 
Salina, Earl and Iris, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Goelzer has held important municipal offices, among which may be men- 
tioned that of city treasurer, and he is now a member of the water and light 
board of the city. He and his family are members of the Congregational church 
and are active workers in that denomination. Mr. Goelzer is one of the best 
known men in Sheboygan county. He is active and broadminded. He takes 
a great interest in his business and as his interests are large and varied he is 
kept busy looking after the details of his affairs. His stock farm, which is in- 
deed a model one, is widely known, it being a marvel of completeness and utility. 
He may be pointed to as an example of our high class German-American citizen to 
whom this country is indebted for some of its most brilliant and able men. He 
is easily one of the leading citizens of his county and throughout his wide ac- 
quaintance is universally respected and greatly esteemed. 

DR. ANTON ZEISS. ; 

A course of study in Ludwig Maximilian University at Munich, ably qualified 
Dr. Anton Zeiss for the duties of the profession which he has made his life work 
and which he is now following successfully in Sheboygan. He was born September 
6, 1858, in Landshut, Bavaria, Germany. His father, George Zeiss, who was a 
Professor in the Gymnasium in his native country, being a teacher of branches 
in the humanistic gymnasium, died in 1887, when fifty-eight years of age. In 
carly manhood he had wedded Miss Barbara Guttenaecker, a daughter of Joseph 
Guttenaecker, who was the rector of the Gymnasium of Bamberg. The death of
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Mrs. Zeiss occurred October 11, 1894, when she was sixty years of age. By her 
marriage she had become the mother of five children of whom Dr. Zeiss is the 
eldest. The others are: Valentine, a railway inspector in Germany; Hans, major 
of the Eleventh Infantry Regiment of Bavaria and prominent in official circles in 
his native district; Karl, a tax and rent official; and Mathilda, living in Munich, 

Dr. Zeiss having mastered the elementary branches of learning taught in the 
public schools, entered a preparatory school in which he pursued an eight years’ 
latin course and others and then began preparation for the practice of medicine 
in the Ludwig Maximilian University at Munich. He was graduated therefrom 
with the class of 1886, and in 1888 he received his diploma. He entered upon the 
active work of the profession in his native land where he remained until after his 
marriage to Miss Emilia Eyrich, who was born April 20, 1856, and is a native of 
Saxony, Germany. With his wife Mr. Zeiss came to America, landing in New 
York city, whence he made his way direct to Sheboygan. He has since practiced 
here and is one of the oldest physicians of the city. His ability is recognized by 
the general public and he is continually promoting his skill and efficiency by 
wide reading, research and investigation. He is today the loved family physician 
in many a household because of the professional services which he has rendered 
in times of deep distress. He is very careful in the diagnosis of his cases, his 
judgment being never hasty and ill advised, and that his knowledge is compre- 
hensive and his skill pronounced is indicated in the excellent results which have 
attended his labors. Dr. and Mrs. Zeiss are parents of one child, Adele, twenty- 
one years of age. Dr. Zeiss is a member of the Germania Society, G. U. G., No. 
42; the Bavarian Society of America; and the United Aid of Sheboygan, Wis- 
consin. He was elected county physician in 1910 and served for one term. He 
has a deep attachment for the land of his birth, but no stronger than the love 
for his adopted country, and he has never regretted his determination to estab- 
lish his home on this side of the Atlantic for here he found the opportunities 
which he sought and in their improvement has made continuous progress toward 
the goal of success. 

* WENDEL VAN TREECK. 

Wendel Van Treeck, an agriculturist residing on section 18, Wilson township, 
is the owner of one hundred and twenty acres of land and devotes his attention 

principally to dairying. He is numbered among the worthy natives sons of She- 
boygan county, his birth having occurred in Wilson township on the r8th of 
April, 1855. His parents, Peter J. and Josephine (Ott) Van Treeck, are men- 
tioned at greater length on another page of this work in connection with the 

sketch of Rev. J. P. Van Treeck, a brother of our subject. 
Wendel Van Treeck was educated in the district schools of his native town- 

ship and assisted his father in the operation of the home farm until twenty-nine 
years of age. At that time he purchased a tract of thirty-five acres from his 
father, later bought thirty-five acres of land in Lima township and a twenty acre 

tract in Wilson township. Subsequently he augumented his holdings by an ad- 
ditional purchase of twenty acres in Wilson township and at the time of his
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father’s death bought ten acres of timber land, so that his landed holdings now 
embrace one hundred and twenty acres. He devotes his attention principally to 
dairying and milks on an average of eighteen cows, raising but little grain. 

On the 20th of July, 1886, in Wilson township, Mr. Van Treeck was united 

in marriage to Miss Hilda Lorge, of Ozaukee county, Wisconsin. Unto them 
have been born eleven children, as follows: Jacob, who is deceased; Agnes, the 

wife of Adam Heilmann, of Wilson township; Tony; Kathrina; Francis; Alois; 

Lena, who has passed away; Margaret; Anna; Rosa; and Regina. 

Mr. Van Treeck gives his political allegiance to the democracy and has served 

as assessor of Wilson township. He is a devout communicant of: the Catholic 

church at St. George. In the community where his entire life has been spent 
he has long enjoyed recognition as a successful agriculturist and representative 
and respected citizen. 

PETER CARMAN. 

Peter Carman is one of the industrious agriculturists of Greenbush town- 
ship, where he owns a farm of one hundred and eight acres in the cultivation of 
which he has been successfully engaged for four years. He was born in Holland 
on the 28th of October, 1861, and is a son of Adrian and Mary (Liefbroer) 
Carman. The parents were also natives of Holland, the father’s birth having 
occurred on the 12th of September, 1834, and that of the mother on the 26th of 
January, 1841. They emigrated to the United States about 1887, coming direct 
to Sheboygan county, first locating in Sherman township. The father subse- 
quently purchased a farm of one hundred and twenty acres in Lyndon township, 
which he cultivated during the remainder of his active life. His latter years 
were spent in retirement in Sheboygan Falls, where he passed away on the 2d 
of September, 1907. The mother is still living, however, and now makes her 
home with our subject. 

The first twenty-three years in the life of Peter Carman were passed in the 
land of his birth, but at the expiration of that time he decided that America 
afforded better opportunities to ambitious, enterprising men than were to be 
found in the old country, so he took passage for the United States. The first 
year of his residence in this country was passed in Michigan, whence he sub- 
sequently removed to Sheboygan county, settling in Holland township. He spent 
two years there and then went to Sherman township, whence he removed three 
years later to Lyndon township. The next year marked his removal to She- 
boygan township, and seven years later he became a resident of Wilson township, 
which was his home until rqg08, when he bought and removed to his present farm. 

In Holland, on the 29th of October, 1879 Mr. Carman was united in marriage 
to Miss Delia Verhage, who was born in Holland township on the 24th of August, 
1860, and is a daughter of John and Jenny Verhage, who emigrated to the United 
States from Holland about 1851 or 1852, locating in Holland township, this 
county. Mr. and Mrs. Carman are the parents of the following children: Jenny, 
who was born on June 26, 1886, the wife of John Walters, of Canada; Mary, 
whose birth occurred on June 1, 1890, living at home; John, who was born on
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May 30, 1891, also at home; Lizzie whose natal day was the oth of March 1893, 
a resident of Lima township; Edgar, who was born on the r5th of September, 
1895, living in Greenbush township ; and Myrtle who was born on June 14, 1904. 

Mr. Carman enjoys the full rights of citizenship, and accords his political 
support to the republican party. He is loyal to America and its institutions as he 
has here found the opportunities he sought and is meeting with success in the 
development of his interests. 

JOHN PAYNE. 

John Payne, a veteran of the Civil war, who has been residing in Sheboygan 
since 1849, during which time he has been identified with various public Offices, 
was born in Schenectady, New York, on the 28th of May, 1839, and is a son of 
John and Susan Maria (Clarke) Payne. The father was born in County Kent, 
England, in 1808, and there he was also reared and educated and learned the 
shoemaker’s trade. He emigrated to the United States in 1836, locating in the 
state of New York, where he met and subsequently married Miss Clarke. In 
1844 they removed to the west, locating in Peoria, Illinois, and there the mother 
died the following year. Mr. Payne subsequently married Miss Margaret Mc- 
Murphy, a native of Batavia, New York, and in the spring of 1846 they went to 
New London, Canada, and lived for about two and a half years. Three years 
later they returned to the United States and on the 16th of November, 1849, 
located in Sheboygan, where the father followed his trade until 1854. In the lat- 
ter year he withdrew from the shoe business and removed to the western part of 
the county and located on a farm, remaining there a year. He next located in 

the village of Cascade, where he bought a hotel and shoe shop, both of which 
he conducted until his death in 1876. Of Mr. Payne’s first marriage there were 
born four children, two of whom are living: John, our subject; and Susan J., 

the widow of Major Shaw, who was living in Lima, this county, and was a mem- 
ber of the state assembly at the time of his death in 1878. Mrs. Shaw is a resi- 
dent of Grand Forks, North Dakota, at the present time. To Mr. Payne and 

his second wife there were born three children, two of whom are living, Mary 

and Frances, who make their home in Grand Forks. Charles Henry is now 
deceased. 

The education of John Payne was acquired in the district and private schools 
of the United States and Canada, his student days being terminated at the age of 

fourteen years. He lived at home and assisted his people until 1864, and on Feb- 

ruary 18, that year, he enlisted as private, being later promoted to corporal and 
sergeant in the Thirty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He was subse- 
quently, on the 19th of October, 1864, promoted to the office of second lieutenant 

commanding the company and later was assigned to brigade headquarters as aide- 
de-camp on the general staff and later at Jeffersonville, Indiana, was assigned to 

the regimental staff as acting quartermaster of said regiment and made final set- 

tlement with the state when the regiment was disbanded. During the period of his 
enlistment he participated in seventeen different engagements and was mustered 
out at Jeffersonville, Indiana, on the 12th of July, 1865. After receiving his
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discharge from the army he returned to Cascade and resumed his duties as post- 

master, to which office he was first appointed in August, 1860, continuing to 
serve in this capacity for eighteen years. He subsequently located in Winnebago 
county, and for a year was in the chair business at Menasha, Wisconsin, after 
which he engaged in the real-estate and insurance business. He was also justice 

of the peace, a member and clerk of the board of education of Menasha, and for 

a number of years served as secretary of the Soldiers Relief Commission for 
Winnebago county, being identified with the interests of said city and county 
for fourteen years. In April, 1901, he returned to Sheboygan county and has 

here made his home ever since. 

On the 15th of April, 1866, Mr. Payne was married to Miss Esther J. Greeley, 

a niece of Horace Greeley, who passed away eight months after their marriage, 
On the 2gth of July, 1869 he married Miss Elizabeth McKillip, a native of this city 
and a daughter of Worthy and Arethusia McKillip, both of whom are deceased, 

the father having died on the 13th of February, 1895, and the mother on July 
31, 1899. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Payne, three of whom are 
living: Worthy J., a member of the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
Beavers, who is living at home and assisting his father with the cultivation of 
the farm; Clara, who married Charles §. Dayton, by whom she has had one child 

and is living at Beaver Dam, this state; and Nellie F., the wife of Robert Mc- 

Clure, an electrician of Sioux City, Iowa, who also has one child. Mrs. Payne 

passed away on the 14th of October, 1906, and is buried in Wildwood cemetery, 
in Sheboygan. 

Mr. Payne is a republican in his political views. While residing in Cascade 

he served as justice of the peace and town clerk of the town of Lyndon for the 
years of 1869 and 1870. He has always taken an active and helpful interest 
in all matters pertaining to the veterans of the war and for five years he was 

secretary of the Soldiers Relief Commission of Winnebago county, resigning this 
office when he returned to Sheboygan. In the discharge of all public duties 
Mr. Payne has manifested the same loyalty and fidelity of purpose that char- 

acterized him as a soldier on the battlefields of the south, and he is spoken of by 

those who know him in the highest terms. He has been a member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic for a great number of years, joining at Sheboygan 
about thirty years ago. Later he joined the Post at Menasha, Wisconsin, and 
still later, became a member of the Post at Sheboygan Falls, having passed 
through all of the chairs with the exception of that of commander. 

HERMAN L. SCHULTZ. 

Mr. Schultz is the senior partner of the firm of Schultz Brothers, whose place 
of business is located on the Calumet road near the city limits of Sheboygan. 

They are general retail merchants handling groceries, flour, feed and seed. The 
firm has been engaged in this line of merchandising since 1904 at its present 
location. Mr, Schultz was born in Hancock, Michigan, September 12, 1876, and 
is the son of Martin and Bertha Schultz. His father is a native of Prenzlau, in



336 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

the province of Brandenburg, Germany. He emigrated to this country in the 
year 1856 and for nine years was employed in the copper mines in the copper 
country of Lake Superior. Removing from the copper fields he later became an 
employe of a company owning a large limekiln in the city of Sheboygan and in 
time was promoted by his employers to the position of foreman in which he faith- 
tully served the interests of the company for some time and then acquired a part 
ownership in the Sheboygan Lime Works. He had, however, previous to his 
association with the Lime company purchased the present property now used by 
the firm of Schultz Brothers, in the conduct of their merchandising business, of 
which Herman and Otto are at the present owners and proprietors. He and Mrs. 
Schultz are the parents of nine children: Herman, deceased. who is buried at 
Superior; Bertha; Ella; Oscar, deceased; one child died in infancy ; Lizzie, the 
wife of Fred Leicht, who resides in Sheboygan; Herman, the second. of that 
mame, the subject of this sketch; Alma, the wife of Otto Everhardt, by occupa- 
tion a printer in Sheboygan; and Arthur, one of the partners of the firm of 
Schultz Brothers. 

Herman Schultz was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools of Sheboygan. Laying aside his text-books at the age 
of fourteen he pursued a commercial course in the Sheboygan Commercial Col- 
lege, after which he became associated with his father in the merchandising busi- 
ness and with him in August, 1888, established the present merchandising house 
now owned and operated under the firm name of Schultz Brothers. He was but 
fifteen years of age at the time he entered upon his business career. After the 
retirement of his father from business he took as his first partner his brother 
Oscar in 1904 and with him continued the business until his death, which occurred 
January 19, 1912, at the age of thirty-three years. His remains are buried in the 
family lot in Wildwood cemetery. In June, 1911, he admitted to partnership in 
his business his brother Arthur. They are engaged in the retail merchandising 
trade, continuing the business originally established in 1888 by the father and our 
subject, and still being conducted under the name of Schultz Brothers. 

Herman L. Schultz was united in marriage October 24, 1906, to Miss Antonie 
Stueber, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stueber, her people having moved 
to Sheboygan in the year 1880. To Mr. and Mrs. Schultz three children have | 
been born: Herbert, Helen and Martin, all of whom are still at home with their 

parents. Mr. Schultz is a member of the democratic party, following the stand- 
ard of that great political organization in all of its national, state and city cam- 
paigns and is a member of the German Lutheran church, 

Arthur Schultz, since June, 1911, has been an associate partner in the firm of 
Schultz Brothers. He was born in the city of Sheboygan and reared in his 
father’s home and received his early education in the common schools of that city. 
Having completed his school course at the age of fourteen he became a pupil of 

_the Commercial College of Sheboygan and after completing his course of studies 

in that institution he was employed for one year as clerk in the Enterprise Grocery 

and immediately after became a clerk in the Schultz Brothers store, later acquir- 

ing an interest in the concern. 
Arthur Schultz was united in marriage in Sheboygan, June 28, rorr, to Miss 

Hazel Schmidt, a daughter of R. H. Schmidt. Her father is the present owner 
of the Crystal Spring Water Company and is an experienced apiarist, devoting
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a great deal of care and attention to bee culture. He was also the founder of 

the Sheboygan Fruit Box Company. Mr. Schultz is affiliated with the democratic 
party and gives the benefit of his support to that organization in its national and 

state campaigns. He is a member of the German Lutheran church. 
Herman and Arthur Schultz, the owners and proprietors of the merchandis- 

ing house known as the Schultz Brothers, are men of high repute, successful and 

enterprising and alive to the interests of their business. Their business for many 
years has enjoyed growth and prosperity. They are men of public spirit, in- 
terested inthe religious and educational and business advancement of the com- 
munity in which they live. 

H. H. ENGELKING. 

H. H. Engelking is living on the farm where he was born, situated on section 
10, Sheboygan township, Sheboygan county, his mother and his sister Anna 
making their home with him. He was born in Sheboygan county, October 7, 
1866, the son of William. and Frederica (Stahl) Engelking, both of German 
parentage. At the age of thirty years the father came to the United States, 
taking up his residence in Indianapolis, Indiana, where he remained for a year, 
during which time he was employed on a farm, later working as section hand on 
arailroad. In 1858 he came to Sheboygan county and for three years worked for 
a Mr. Raab as a teamster. He then removed to the farm now belonging to the 

subject of this review and engaged in the pursuit of agriculture in connection 

with his teaming operations. Being an industrious worker and possessing sound 
business faculties, by strict economy he paid for the farm which he first pur- 
chased and later bought another farm which he also conducted. In: September, 
1859, he married Frederica Stahl and to them were born nine children, six of 
whom are still living, H. H., of this review; being the eldest. Otto, the owner 
of a fruit farm in Prairie county, Colorado, is married and has three children. 
Louis, who conducts a woodworking shop in Sheboygan county, is married and 
has three children. Clara, who is the wife of William Luecke, a mason and con- 

tractor of Sheboygan, is the mother of four children. Anna resides at home. 
Theodore, the youngest surviving member of the family, is head bookkeeper of 
the Kohler plant in Sheboygan. He is married and has a family of two children. 
William Engelking, the father, died April 8, 1903, and his remains were interred 
in Wildwood cemetery. The mother, who is still living at the venerable age of 

seventy-five years, resides on the old homestead with the subject of this review. 

She is one of the oldest living settlers and a pioneer resident of Herman township, 

where she made her home about sixty years ago. 

H. H. Engelking received his education in the district schools of Sheboygan 
county and, being anxious to acquire knowledge, he also attended night school for 
a considerable period. At the age of nineteen years he left home and went to 
Nebraska, where he devoted his attention to farming for a year. He then-en- 

aged in retailing farm machinery at Bloomfield, Nebraska, following that busi- 
ness for eight years. While in Nebraska he filed on a tract of land under the 
homestead act and perfected his title in 1892. In 1902 he disposed of his inter- f
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ests in Nebraska and went to Connecticut, where he spent about three years and 
then returned to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, and has since been operating the 
old home farm. He owns a fine farm and is making a specialty of raising graded 
Holstein cattle. Mr. Engelking has also maintained for the past six years a Ken- 
nel of blooded Scotch collies, which is well known under the name of the Pigeon 
River Collie Kennels. 

Mr. Engelking is a member of the Sons of Herman, having been chairman of 
the Sheboygan branch of that order for one term and he is elected for the pres- 
ent term. He is a prominent man in his community and by his many excellent 
traits of character and general attitude of friendliness has formed a large num- 
ber of friends. He is a stanch republican, a township supervisor and serves at 
present as the chairman of the board, which makes him a member of the county 
board. He is a member of the German Reformed church. He is an enterpris- 
ing, enthusiastic, up-to-date business man, who looks after all the details of his 
affairs with care and each year he has added to his possessions placing his farm 
under a better condition of tillage and improvement. 

JOHN GANGELBAUER. 

John Gangelbauer is the owner of sixty acres of land located on sections 8 
and 9 Wilson township, where he engages in general and dairy farming. He is 
a native of Wilson township, his birth having occurred on the old family home- 
stead, located on section 9, a portion of which he now owns. His father, Martin 
Gangelbauer, was born in Austria, in 1810, and there passed the early years of his 
life. He subsequently emigrated to the United States, coming direct to Sheboy- 
gan county. Here he purchased twenty acres of land located on section 9, and 
devoted his entire time and attention to its improvement and cultivation during 
the remainder of his active life, his death occurring in 1889, at the age of seventy- 
nine years. He married Josepha Meierhofer, with whom he had crossed the 
Atlantic, soon after their arrival in this country, and to them were born three 
children, our subject being the eldest and the only son. The elder daughter, 
Mary, married Joseph Balin of Calvary, Wisconsin, and Sophia became the wife 
of Ferdinand Rader, and is living in California. The mother is also deceased, 
having passed away in 1892, soon after reaching the age of sixty-eight years. 

John Gangelbauer was reared on the farm where he was born, obtaining his 
education in the district schools of Wilson township and the parochial school of 
St. George’s parish, which he attended until he was confirmed at the age of 
twelve years. Immediately thereafter he started out to make his own way in 
the world, and for two years worked as a farm hand. At the end of that time 
he went to Sheboygan to learn the carpenter’s trade, which he followed in that 
city for five years. During that period he bought ten acres of the old homestead 
and following the death of his father returned and took possession of the prop- 
erty, the remainder of which he had acquired shortly prior to this. He has ever 
since devoted his attention to general farming and dairying and has met with 
very good success in both. About 1904 he bought fifty acres of land located on 
section 8, just across the road from his farm, and soon thereafter he sold ten
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acres of the old homestead, including the buildings, and erected a house on his new 

place and also made such other improvements as were necessary and has ever 

since made this his home. 

In this township on the Ist of June, 1886, Mr. Gangelbauer was married to 

Miss Anna Meierhofer, a daughter of Sebastian Meierhofer, natives of Ger- 

many, who located on a farm in the vicinity of Kaukauna. Mr. and Mrs. Gan- 

gelbauer have two children, Joseph and Franziska, both of whom are at home. 

The family are members of the German Catholic church of Wilson township 

and his political allegiance Mr. Gangelbauer gives to the democratic party, but 
has never held a public office. He has always been a hard-working, diligent man 

and is highly respected in his community, where he has many friends. 

CAPTAIN ULRICH MOECKLI. 

Captain Ulrich Moeckli is well known in military and business circles. In 
the former connection his rank is that of captain of Company C of the Second 

Infantry Regiment of the Wisconsin National Guard and he has every reason 
to be proud of the excellent record made by his command. In business he is 
well known through his association with the Gutsch Brewing Company of She- 
boygan, in which city he makes his home. He is a native of Switzerland, his 
birth having occurred in Marthalen Canton Zurich, on the 24th of May, 1866. 

His parents were Ulrich and Barbara (Wipf) Moeckli, both of whom are now 

deceased. They came to America in 1884 and settled at Menomonee Falls, Wis- 

consin. The father had become prominent as an architect in his native country, 
employing from thirty to forty people. He continued in the same business in 
this land and also followed cabinet making and contracting. Energy and in- 
dustry enabled him to overcome obstacles and difficulties in his path and he 

worked his way steadily upward, having gained a creditable and enviable position 

in business circles ere he passed away in 1886, when forty-seven years of age. 
His wife died January 22, 1911, at the age of sixty-four. 

Captain Ulrich Moeckli, their only child, was a young man of eighteen years 
at the time his parents crossed the Atlantic. When his school days were over he 

took up the study of photography and was connected with that art in Sheboygan 
for twenty years. He enjoyed during that period a liberal patronage and his 
position was one of prominence in business circles. At length, however, he sold 

out and became connected with the Gutsch Brewing Company. His efforts con- 
tribute to the success of that enterprise and his name now, as always, stands near 

the top of the list as one of the leading business men of his city. 

Mr. Moeckli is a man of fine military bearing, indicative of his training as a 
member of the Wisconsin National Guard. He became connected with Com- 

pany C of the Second Wisconsin Regiment in 1888 and in 1891 was promoted to 
the rank of second lieutenant. Two years later, in 1893, he was made battalion 
adjutant and in 1898, with others of his command, he enlisted for active service 
in the Spanish-American war. His regiment was mustered into service May 12, 
1898, at Camp Harvey, Milwaukee, whence it was transferred to Chickamauga 
Park. In July it embarked from Charleston, South Carolina, for Porto Rico and
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later went into action against the Spanish forces at Coamo. Captain Moeckli 

served all through the period of hostilities with Spain and retained his connection 

with the National Guard following his return home. In 1906 he was appointed 
captain of his company, which he now commands, having held this rank for six 

- years. He may well be proud of his organization, in which excellent discipline 

is maintained, while the training of the company in the tactics of war is most 
admirable. 

Mr. Moeckli was united in marriage to Miss Hattie Groh, a daughter of 

Captain Ole Groh. Her father was one of the early lake captains and a member 
of one of the oldest families of Sheboygan county, continuing his residence here 

to the time of his death, which occurred in 1912. Mr. Moeckli is a member of 

the Fraternal Order of Eagles and also of the United Spanish War Veterans. 
His political allegiance is given to the republican party and he is one of its prom- 

inent representatives in Sheboygan. ‘He has held the office of alderman here for 
four years and for three years was president of the city council, during which 
time he wisely directed the interests of the city, exercising his official prerogatives 
in support of many progressive public measures and opposing useless or ex- 
travagant expenditure of the public funds. His interest in matters relative to 
the progress of his city is:deep and sincere and he has made for himself a credit- 
able position in business, civic and military circles. 

PETER RIES, Jr. 

Peter Ries, Jr., a lifelong resident of Sheboygan county is well known as a 

dairyman, making a specialty of Holstein-Friesian cattle. In his business he dis- 
plays enterprise, diligence and determination and is meeting with creditable and 

honorable success. He is a son of Peter Ries, Sr., who was born in Sheboygan 

township, October 25, 1858. His father, who also bore the name of Peter Ries, 

was a native of Germany and on coming to the United States in 1853 settled in 
Ozaukee county, Wisconsin. He resided there for less than a year, however, 

and removed to Sheboygan county where he purchased a farm of one hundred 
and eighty acres, a mile and a half south of the city of Sheboygan. Upon that 

place he resided for a number of years and on leaving the farm he removed to 
the town in which he lived retired to the time of his death.. He passed away in 
1897, survived for two years by his wife. In their family were seven children, 
of whom six are yet living. His son, known as Peter Ries, Sr., was educated 
in the German and English schools of Sheboygan and through the periods of 
vacation assisted his father in the further development and cultivation of the 

home farm until twenty years of age. He was married on the 21st of February, 
1882, to Miss Lena Juckem, a daughter of Mr, and Mrs. Mathias Juckem, who 

were also natives of Germany, but came to the United States in early life. The 

death of Mrs, Peter Ries, Sr., occurred in 1900 and her grave was made in the 

Northside Catholic cemetery. Mr. Ries still resides in Sheboygan and has seven- 
teen acres of land which he devoted to truck gardening. He too, is a devout 

member of the Catholic church, in which faith the family has been reared. Unto 

him and his wife were born six children: Peter, born October 25, 1883; Elizabeth,
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who is the wife of John Hammerly, a shoemaker of Sheboygan, by whom she 
has three children; Susie, the wife of William Rammer, living in Sheboygan, 

Wisconsin; and Katie, Annie and Lena, all at home with their parents. 

Peter Ries, Jr., the eldest of this family, spent his youthful days under the 

parental roof and acquired his early education in the district schools after which 

he became a student in the Pio Nono College of St. Francis, near Milwaukee 

where he remained for three years. Since putting aside his text-books he has 
been engaged in cattle raising, making a specialty of Holstein-Friesians. He has 
some fine specimens of this breed and is meeting with success in his undertaking. 
He is also engaged in dairying and finds no difficulty in disposing of his dairy 
products owing to their excellence. He is a persistent, industrious young man 
and his energy and perseverance are strong elements in his success. 

On the 21st of May, 1907, Mr. Ries was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Hasselhofer, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hasselhofer, and they now 

reside on a farm in the township of Wilson. Mr. and Mrs. Ries have three chil- 
dren: Leo, born April 16, 1908; Raymond, born April 29, 1910; and Ethel, born 

May 30, 1912. Mr. Ries has filled the office of road commissioner for the past 
two years and has been made a candidate for the position of clerk on a non- 
partisan ticket. He does not hold closely to party, but regards rather the cap- 
ability of the candidate and seeks the welfare of the majority rather than the in- 
terests of the individual. He represents one of the old and well known pioneer 

families of the county, bearing a name that has ever been an honored one in this 

district since his grandparents located here at an early day. 

HERMAN BOGEN. 

Although a carpenter by trade, agricultural pursuits have mostly engaged 
Herman Bogen, who owns a well cultivated farm of one hundred and two acres 
located on sections 17 and 34 of Wilson township, where he follows general 
farming and dairying and is meeting with success in both. He is a native of 
Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred on the old Bogen homestead in Wil- 

son township, now the property of his brother August, on October 28, 1859. He 
is the third child born of the marriage of August and Helen (Grasse) Bogen, 
natives of Brandenburg, Germany, the father’s birth having occurred on the 15th 
of August, 1825, and that of the mother on October 7, 1831. They emigrated 
to the United States in 1852, locating in Sheboygan, where the father, who was 
a blacksmith, followed his trade for two years. He subsequently bought eighty 
acres of land on section 8, Wilson township, that he cultivated in connection with 

the operation of a blacksmith shop. Later he extended his holdings by the pur- 

chase of another forty acres, following which he gave his entire time and atten- 
tion to the cultivation of his land. The parents are both deceased, the father 
having passed away in 1888, at the age of sixty-three years, while the mother 
was seventy-seven at the time of her death, which occurred in 1908. There were 
seven children in the family of Mr. and Mrs. Bogen. 

Herman Bogen was reared at home and educated in the district schools of 
Wilson township and the German Lutheran parochial school located on the sec-
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tion line road, terminating his student days immediately after his confirmation 

at the age of fifteen years. His entire time and attention during the succeeding 

six years were devoted to assisting his father with the work of the farm. Soon 
after attaining his majority he left the parental roof and applied himself to learn- 

ing the carpenter’s trade, following this occupation for seven years. During that 

time he managed to accumulate sufficient money to enable him to buy eighty 

acres of land on section 17 of Wilson township, which formed the nucleus of his 

present farm. He then gave up his trade and devoted his entire time and atten- 

tion to the further improvement and cultivation of his homestead. Subsequently 
he increased his holdings by the addition of another twenty-two acres located on 

section 34, that he is also cultivating. Mr. Bogen engages in general farming 

and dairying and is prospering in his business, as he is very practical and directs 
his undertakings in accordance with the best approved methods of the modern 

agriculturist. : 

On the 20th of March, 1885, in Wilson township, Mr. Bogen was united in 

marriage to Miss Tillie Gartmann, a daughter of William Gartmann, a farmer 
of this township, and to them have been born seven children: Emily, the wife of 
Otto Stiemke, of Sheboygan; Clara, who died at the age of twenty-four years, 

the deceased wife of Peter Tross, of Sheboygan; Louise, who married Fred 
Moening, of Wilson township; Robert, who is engaged in farm work in this town- 

ship; and Mary, Hugo and Esther, all of whom are at home. The family mani- 

fest their religious faith through their membership in the German Lutheran 

church, and in politics Mr. Bogen is a republican, but he has never sought official 

honors, preferring to concentrate his energies upon the development of his agri- 

cultural interests. 

WILLIAM F. CRAIG. 

A worthy representative of the agricultural and dairying interests of Lima 
township is found in the person of William F. Craig, who owns a well cultivated 
farm of eighty acres on section 6, which he has been successfully operating since 
1904. He was born in the township where he now resides:on January 1, 1869, 
and is descended from one of Sheboygan county’s early pioneer families, the 
members of which have resided in this immediate vicinity for sixty-six years. 

The paternal grandparents, Freeman and Sylvia Craig, were born, reared and 
married in the state of Maine, the birth of the former having occurred in Bangor 

on the 22d of March, 1794. In 1846, he came to Sheboygan county and home- 

steaded a quarter of section 17 of Lima township, which at that time was prac- 

tically a wilderness and was considered to be the border of westward civilization. 
Two years later Mr. Craig brought his wife and family west. The grandparents 

passed the remainder of their lives on their homestead, the grandmother’s death 
occurring there in 1869, at the age of about seventy-three years, while the grand- 
father died in April, 1876. Their seven children, all of whom are now deceased. 

were born in Maine. In order of birth they were as follows: Freeman, Jr., who 

for many years was engaged in farming on section 17 of this township; Louisa, 
the wife of Benjamin Warner, of section 8, Lima township; Mary, who married
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George Caspar, of Lima; Ezekiel L. and George, who engaged in farming on sec- 

tion 18 of this township; Elsie, who became the wife of Daniel Hammond, who 

was killed in service during the Civil war, and J. B., the father of our subject, 

who was born in Bangor, Maine, on the roth of August, 1833. He was a youth 
of fifteen years when he accompanied his parents on their removal to Wisconsin 

and subsequently spent two or three summers on the lake as a sailor. In common 
with the other members of his family, however, he early decided to adopt agricul- 
ture for his life vocation, and later purchased the old homestead, which he oper- 

ated for many years and there passed away on the 22d of March, 1889, at the age 
of fifty-six years. He married Nancy Campbell, a native of the state of New 
York, whose death occurred on the home farm in 1871, while she was still in her 
early womanhood. Descended from a long line of colonial ancestors, the Craig 

family have always been distinguished for their patriotism and loyalty to their 
country, and when the Civil war broke out those of its members who were able 
responded to the call for troops, the four sons of Freeman Craig and two sons 
of his eldest daughter, Mrs. Louisa Craig Warner, giving their services to the 
Union. Freeman, Jr., George and J. B. enlisted in Company H, Fourteenth Wis- 

consin Volunteer Infantry, the second named being killed in the charge at Vicks- 
burg, where Freeman, Jr., was wounded. Ezekiel was a member of Company F, 
Fourth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and Benjamin Warner joined Company I, 
of the Twenty-seventh Infantry, while Harry Warner belonged to the Eighth Wis- 
consin Volunteer Cavalry. Mrs. J. B. Craig, the mother of our subject, had two 
half-brothers who served in the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 
One was killed in service but the other, George, is still living and now resides 
in Clark county, Wisconsin. 

Reared at home, William F. Craig began his education in the district schools 
of Lima township, and completed it by a two-years’ course in the Sheboygan 
Business College. The succeeding two years were spent in farm work, after 
which he was a sailor on the Great Lakes for a similar period. At the expiration 

of that time he accepted a position as night engineer in the Sheboygan pumping 
station, where he was employed for three years. Later agricultural pursuits again 

engaged his energies and in 1904 he purchased his present homestead on section 6 

of Lima township. The place was not in a very good condition when Mr. Craig 

took possession of it. Although the house was newly built, as it had been de- 
stroyed by fire the year previous, the other buildings were in need of repairs. Dur- 

ing the eight years of his ownership, however, he made various improvements 
consistent with the spirit of progress he at all times manifests in his undertakings. 

In 1910, he built a large, substantial barn, constructed on the King system, with a 
large silo, and the barn accommodates thirty-five head of stock. It will be pro- 
vided with a water system and next year he expects to install a milking machine. 

Mr. Craig makes a specialty of dairying, and owns a fine herd of high-grade Hol- 
stein cattle. He also raises and feeds hogs for the market and annually makes 
large shipments, the returns from which substantially augment his income. Mr. 
Craig is a very practical man and uses good judgment and intelligence in the di- 
tection of his business. He gives his personal supervision to every detail con- 
nected with the operation of his farm, the appearance and condition of which 
evidence the exercise of systematic methods and competent direction. 
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Mr. Craig was married on the 18th of November, 1896, to Miss Eva Hassan 
a daughter of George and Mary Hassan, well known pioneer farming people of 

this section of the county, and to them have been born two children: Robert, who 
is a youth of fourteen years; and Blossom, who is eleven years of age. 

: Politically Mr. Craig is a republican, giving his allegiance to the progressive 
faction of that party, but he has never been identified with the public life of the 
township. He is one of the prosperous men of his community and is a stock- 
holder in the State Bank of Sheboygan Falls. Diligent and enterprising in his 
business affairs; public-spirited and progressive in matters of citizenship; and 

honorable and upright in all of the relations of life, William F. Craig is one of the 

highly esteemed citizens of his community. 

HUGH J. ROONEY. 

Hugh J. Rooney is one of the well known and capable attorneys of Ply- 
mouth, Wisconsin, where he is successfully engaged in the general practice of 
his profession. He was born August 13, 1871, in Mitchell township, Sheboygan 
county, and is the son of James and Catharine (Murphy) Rooney. The father 
was born in County Sligo, Ireland, May 12, 1833, and the mother was also a 

native of that country, her birth having occurred in County Carlow, November 

8, 1842. The paternal grandfather, John Rooney, was a native of County Sligo, 

Ireland, and with his family emigrated to America in 1840, settling first at Port 

Jervis, New Jersey, and later removing to Akron, Ohio. In 1856 he came to 
Wisconsin and located on government land in Mitchell township, Sheboygan 
county. On that land he established his home and there continued to remain 
during the balance of his life, his death occurring in 1876. James Rooney, the 
father of our subject, was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 

education in the schools of Wisconsin. In early manhood he was engaged in 
work on his father’s farm and in 1874 he removed to Plymouth, where he es- 

tablished himself in the wholesale liquor business, in which he continued for a 
period of thirteen years. In 1887 he disposed of his business in Plymouth and 

returned to his farm in Mitchell township. He later retired from farming and 

in 1905 established his residence in Plymouth and there continued to live until 
the time of his death, which occurred on February 11, 1911. Mr. Rooney while 

a resident of Mitchell township was for some time superintendent of public 

schools and during his residence in Plymouth he served in the office of justice 

of the peace. He was one of the well known and prominent citizens of She- 
boygan county. Of his children four grew to maturity: Hugh J., of this review; 

John, residing on the old homestead; Agnes, of Plymouth; and Frances, the 

wife of Dr. Edward Cooney, of Appleton. 

Hugh J. Rooney was reared in his father’s home and received his early 
education in the public schools of Wisconsin. After having passed through 
the lower grades he was later graduated from the high school at Plymouth. 

Immediately following his graduation he was engaged for several years in edu- 
cational work as a teacher, after which he attended the law school at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin and was graduated from that institution with the degree of
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B, L. in the class of 1893. Following his graduation from the law department 

of the State University he located his office at Plymouth, since which time he 
has continued there engaged in the general practice of law. 

Mr. Rooney was united in marriage in 1901 to Miss Emma Meyer, a daughter 

of Martin and Eliza (Braun) Meyer. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. - 
Rooney, Andrew Meyer, was born in Bavaria, Germany, in the year 1821 and 
emigrated with his mother to America in 1846, settling in Washington county, 

Wisconsin. His father died in Bavaria and Andrew Meyer was the only son in 
his family. On reaching Washington county, Wisconsin, he established his 

residence at Germantown and was there engaged in farming for the immediate 
eleven years following. In 1857 he moved to Lyndon township, in Sheboygan 
county, and later to Plymouth, where he lived retired until the time of his death, 

which occurred in 1891. He was twice married, his first, union being with Anna 

Schmidt, and to them ten children were born, of whom Martin Meyer, the father 
of Mrs. Rooney, was second in order of birth. He was later united in wedlock 

to Mrs. Louise Kirst and to that union three children were born. Martin Meyer 
was born in Germantown, Washington county, Wisconsin, January 27, 1849. 
He was reared in his parents’ home and received his elementary education in the 
public schools, later becoming a pupil in the German schools of Lyndon town- 

ship. He started in life for himself before the age of eighteen and in 1876 he 
purchased one hundred and twenty acres of land upon which he established his 
home and was there engaged in general farming. He was united in marriage 
to Miss Eliza Braun, who was born May 19, 1854, and is a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Frederick Braun, the Braun family being among the very early set- 
tlers of Sheboygan county. Mr. and Mrs. Meyer are still living and to them.six 
children have been born, of whom Mrs. Rooney is the third in order of birth. 

Mr. Meyer is one of the substantial and highly esteemed farmers of Plymouth 
township and at one time served as a member of the board of supervisors. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rooney are the parents of two children, Mildred and Marion. 

Hugh J. Rooney is an attorney whose reputation for integrity and efficient 
service is well known throughout his part of the state. He is deeply interested 
in any public measure having for its purpose the advancement and improvement 

of the people of his state and county and is at present serving in the office of 
commissioner for Sheboygan county. 

HENRY C. HOPPE. 

Since the 2d of January, 1910, Henry C. Hoppe has served as sheriff of She- 
boygan county, fearlessly and faithfully discharging the duties of the office. He is 

one of the county’s native sons, his birth having occurred in Rhine township, Sep- 
tember 5, 1863. His parents were Frederick and Henrietta Hoppe, both of whom 
were natives of Hamburg, Germany, where they were reared and married. On 
coming to America they settled in Sheboygan county, arriving here in 1849. The 
father became one of the most prominent and well known citizens of the county 
and in addition to owning and cultivating a farm in Rhine he was also engaged 
in the insurance business. He was likewise the proprietor of Hoppe’s dance
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hall and saloon, which for years was one of the leading resorts of the county, 
liberally patronized by the German citizens of this district. He was also sheriff 
of Sheboygan county from 1871 until 1873 and later filled the office of county 
clerk for six years, making a most creditable record in office. He died in She- 
boygan in 1896 and is still survived by his wife. 

Henry C. Hoppe lived upon his father’s farm until he reached the age of nine 
years, at which time his parents removed to Sheboygan where he attended the 
local schools. When his education was completed he began learning the trade 
of a jeweler and watchmaker, working along those lines in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and in Chicago. Subsequently he returned to Sheboygan and on the 18th of 
December, 1885, he began business for himself. He has since been one of the 
city’s leading and successful jewelers. His store on North Eighth street is one 
of the finest and most complete jewelry establishments of the city and of this 
part of the state. It is tastefully arranged and he carries a large and complete 
line which is proving attractive to the public, as is indicated by the liberal patron- 
age accorded him. Although for years he has been prominent in politics he is 
above all a thorough going business man, energetic, determined, progressive and 
resourceful. 

In 1886, Mr. Hoppe was married to Miss Matilda Hanf, a daughter of Charles 
Hanf, retired, who is one of Sheboygan’s prominent citizens and is still the vice 
president and one of the directors of the Farmers and Merchants Bank. A sketch 
of Mr. Charles Hanf appears elsewhere in this work. Mr. and Mrs. Hoppe have 
one child, Lillie. Mr. Hoppe belongs to the National Union and the Maccabees 
camp and several other fraternal organizations. He has always manifested a 
public-spirited devotion to the welfare and upbuilding of his community and the 
cause of education has in him a stalwart champion who has done much in the 
interests of the schools during his fourteen years’ service as one of the school 
commissioners of Sheboygan. He is making an equally creditable record as 
sheriff and at the same time he maintains an enviable place in the business circles 
ot the city. 

GEORGE DREXLER. 

George Drexler is one of the most successful representative farmers of north- 
eastern Wisconsin, owning a beautiful farm, highly developed, located one-fouth 
of a mile from the city of Sheboygan in Sheboygan township. He was born 
November 15, 1852, and is a son of August and Catharine (Klein) Drexler. His 
parents were both natives of Germany and were married near Pittsburg, Penn- 
sylvania in the year 1849, in which year they had come to America. In that city 
they remained for a brief period, during which time Mr. Drexler found employ- 
ment in the near-by coal mines. After spending a short time in the Keystone 
state they later removed to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and there established their 

home, where they continued to live during the remainder of their lives. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Drexler were born two children beside our subject, Conrad, who died 
at the age of twenty-one years; and Mary, who married Henry Schils, both of 
whom have died, leaving one son, Nicholas, who resides in Sheboygan. Both the
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father and mother of this family are now deceased. Mrs. Drexler passed to her 

reward in the year 1892 and Mr. Drexler passed from this life in 1903 and is 
buried in the North Side Catholic cemetery. 

George Drexler was reared in his father’s home and was educated in the pnb- 

lic and German parochial schools of Sheboygan. The early years of his life, 
after laying aside his text-books, were spent in various occupations. After the 

death of the father the son inherited part of the farm on which he now lives and 

he has since added thereto and now owns a fine farm of two hundred and forty- 

five acres in Sheboygan towilship, one quarter of a mile from the city limits, on 

which he is engaged in mixed farming and the breeding and raising of high-grade 
dairy and market cattle. 

Mr. Drexler is one of the most enterprising and successful agriculturists in 

Wisconsin and his farm stands as a monument to his skill and practical methods. 
He is a communicant and a member of the Catholic church and politically he is 
independent. For eight years he has served efficiently as road commissioner. 
He is a man universally respected by his associates and regarded as one of thie 
successful farmers in northeastern Wisconsin. 

FRANK GOTTSACKER. 

In all that makes the good newspaper the National Demokrat is well equipped. 
Its plant is supplied with the latest improved presses and accessories necessary in 
mechanical production, its reportorial staff is efficient and its literary and news 
interests are carefully directed by Frank Gottsacker who is its editor. He was 
born June 15, 1852, in the Rhine Province of Germany, and is a son of William 
Gottsacker, whose birth occurred in 1823 in the same locality in which his son 
was born. The father came to America, settling at Manitowoc, Wisconsin, in 

1853, and there followed the shoemaker’s trade. He made the voyage alone to 
the new world but when he had completed his preparations for a home in this 

country he sent for his family, consisting of his wife and one child, Frank Gott- 
sacker, of this review. They arrived in 1855 and the family home was main- 

tained-at Two Rivers until 1860, when a removal was made to Sheboygan, where 
the father engaged in shoemaking to the time of his death, on the 7th of August, 
1898. He was reared in the faith of the Catholic church of which he was ever 
a loyal adherent. His wife, Mrs. Anna Maria (Hoemig) Gottsacker, was born 
in Germany in 1831 and died January 14, 1896. Her father was Franz Hoemig, 

who was an educator of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. William Gottsacker became 
the parents of two sons and three daughters: Frank, of this review; Amalia, the 

wife of Frank Bartzen, a tanner of Sheboygan; William, who died at the age of 
nine years; Maria, who died at the age of eleven; and Clara, the deceased wife 
of Peter Hildebrandt. 

The educational opportunities of Frank Gottsacker were somewhat limited, 

owing to the fact that when eleven years of age he entered upon an apprentice- 

ship to the printing trade under August Pott, with whom he remained for four 
years, beginning in 1864. He was afterward employed in the office of the Mil- 
waukee Herald for two and a half years, but since the 8th of October, 1870, or
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for a period of almost forty-two years, he has been with the National Demokrat 
of Sheboygan. He entered the office as foreman and became a stockholder when 
the business was reorganized under a company form. In 1886 he was chosen 
editor in chief and has so continued, making this one of the leading German 
papers of Wisconsin. In 1885, during the administration of President Cleve- 
land, Mr. Gottsacker was appointed deputy collector of revenue in his district but 
in the fall of 1886 he resumed his connection with the National Demokrat and 
has continuously served as its editor to the present time, also acting as secretary 
and treasurer of the company. In the publication of the paper he has adopted a 
progressive policy and in his editorial capacity has discussed the significant and 
vital questions of the day, looking at these from a standpoint of broad-minded, 
public-spirited citizenship and measuring each issue by the broad standards of 
public opinion, of public necessity and of the possibility for improvement. 

Mr. Gottsacker has long been recognized as one of the democratic leaders of 

this state and has been prominent not only in matters relative to the common- 
wealth and to the nation but also in local interests. For two years he represented 
the eighth ward on the board of aldermen, for six years was county chairman of 

the democratic party and for three terms has been a member of the school board. 
He has also been a member of the state central committee and a masterful grasp 

of the political situation has made his opinions both wide and important in the 
councils of his party. 

On the 25th of October, 1875, Mr. Gottsacker was married to Miss Anna 

Brand, who was born March 17, 1855, and is a daughter of Andrew and Georgina 

(Buckel) Brand. To them were born eleven children, eight of whom are now 

living, as follows: William, of Sheboygan; Mrs. Amalia Sukowatey, of Sheboy- 
gan; John; Frank, of Sheboygan; Mrs. J. P. Schladeveiler, of South Dakota; 

Joseph, of Sheboygan; and Peter and Antonia, also of Sheboygan. The mother 
died November 22, 1900, and in 1902 Mr. Gottsacker married Margaret Gott- 
sacker. 

ERVIN ROBERT THIEL. 

Ervin Robert Thiel, sales manager for the Globe Machine & Foundry Com- 
pany of Sheboygan, is one of the city’s promising native sons. His birth occurred 
here on the 16th of July, 1886, his parents being August and Bertha (Meves) 

Thiel, both of whom are still living, and continue to make their home in this city. 

The father, who is a native of Saxony, Germany, has withdrawn from active busi- 
ness and is living retired. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Thiel number five, those 

beside our subject being as follows: William, Arthur and Hugo, all of whom 
are residents of Sheboygan; and Selma, who is still at home. 

Ervin Robert Thiel was reared at home and educated in the public schools 

of this city, terminating his student days at the age of eighteen years. He sub- 
sequently entered the office of the Globe Machinery & Foundry Company, where 

he began his business career. He has now been in the employ of this company 
for eight years and during that time has been promoted until he is head account- 

ant and also manager of the sales department. Mr. Thiel is a wide-awake, alert
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young man and applies himself thoughtfully and intelligently to his duties, tak- 
ing a personal interest in the development and progress of the firm’s business. 

Mr. Thiel married Miss Lilly Hoppe, who was born in this city in 1889, and is 
a daughter of Henry C. Hoppe, sheriff of Sheboygan county, who is mentioned 
at greater length elsewhere in this work. Mr. and Mrs. Thiel have one child, a 
daughter, Henrietta, who is one year of age. 

In matters of religious faith Mr. and Mrs. Thiel are Lutherans, and he be- 

longs to the Turners Society and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. In politics 
he is a democrat and is now acting as deputy sheriff and is alderman from the 

second ward. Mr. Thiel has many friends in Sheboygan, the majority of whom 
have known him from boyhood, and all hold him in high esteem. 

HENRY C. SCHUCHARDT. 

Henry C. Schuchardt, who owns a fine stock and dairy farm of seventy acres 
located a mile west of Sheboygan, is a native of this county, his birth having 
occurred in Wilson township. His father, Constantine Schuchardt, was born 
and reared in Saxony, Germany, whence he emigrated to the United States in 
1850. He came direct to Sheboygan county, and soon thereafter bought eighty 
acres of land in Wilson township, that he cultivated until his death in igor. In 
1852, he was married to Miss Henrietta Kruger, who was born in Germany, 
and was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Kruger, also natives of Germany. 
Seventeen children were born of this marriage: Annie, the wife of Amenzo 
Potter, who is employed in a factory in Sheboygan, by whom she has had six chil- 
dren; Bertha, the wife of George Harsch, a farmer in Sheboygan township, and 
the mother of two children; Magnus, a farmer in Sheboygan township, who 
passed away about eighteen months ago, leaving four children; Mary, the de- 
ceased wife of Robert Storbeck, a railroad laborer, by whom she had four chil- 
dren; Minnie, the wife of Charles Peterson, who is working in a foundry in 
Milwaukee, and the mother of two children; Lena, the deceased wife of William 
Rogers and the mother of one child; Amanda, the deceased wife of John Raw- 
ling, of Sheboygan; Henry, our subject; Elizabeth, who married Henry Biermann 
of Sheboygan, by whom she has had one child; Ida, the widow of Edward Raw- 
ling, a railroad man, who has four children and lives in Milwaukee; George, 
working in a factory in Sheboygan, who is married and has three children; Ella, 
who married Anton Lawrence, a street car conductor of Sheboygan; Irene, the 
wife of William Voigt, a farmer of Sheboygan township, and the mother of six 
children; and four who died in infancy. 

The boyhood and early youth of Henry C. Schuchardt were passed on his 
father’s farm, his education being obtained in the district schools of Wilson town- 
ship. After leaving school he worked in Sheboygan for two years, but at the 
end of that time he returned to the farm, and has ever since devoted his ener- 
gies to agricultural pursuits. He subsequently acquired his present farm; com- 
prising seventy acres of well improved and highly cultivated land, and here he 
is engaged in stock raising and dairying, and is meeting with success in both. 

On the 25th of October, 1890, Mr. Schuchardt was married to Miss Sophia
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Hildebrandt, a daughter of Jacob and Caroline (Nolton) Hildebrandt, natives 
of Germany, and they have become the parents of five children: Vera, who is liy- 
ing in Sheboygan and attending the high school; and Walter, Amanda, Lester 
and Hattie, all of whom are at home. 

The family are communicants of the Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr. 
Schuchardt is a member of the H. O. F. He represents the third generation of 
his family in Sheboygan county, his grandparents having located in Wilson town- 
ship with his father. They are both deceased, the grandfather having passed 
away in 1901, and the grandmother in 1910, and are buried in Wildwood cemetery. 
Mr. Schuchardt leads a life of activity and business enterprise as is evidenced by 
the well kept appearance of his farm and the condition of his stock, both of which 
are a credit to his management and supervision. 

MARIA LOUISA BURTON. 

Maria Louisa Burton was born in Austintown, Trumbull county, Ohio, July 

10, 1834. Her father, Amzi Leach, a millwright by trade, was a native of 

Mendham, Morris county, New Jersey, born February 4, 1807. In early life he 

migrated to the Western Reserve, and there married Miss Jane Templeton. Her 
ancestors on her father’s and mother’s side were Revolutionary soldiers. Mrs. 
Burton enjoyed a good common-school education, one of her teachers being John 
Brown of Ossawatomie fame. In 1849 the family consisting of her parents, her- 
self and Calvin, an older brother, emigrated to the then far west, locating on a 
farm in the town of Plymouth, Sheboygan county, where her father built and 
operated a sawmill a number of years. Here for a few terms she taught in the 
country schools. 

On April 28, 1853, she was united in marriage to Isaac Newton Burton, 

the Burton family making their home on a farm in the same township, Mr. 
Burton died October 23, 1880, after a lingering illness of about two years. Mrs. 
Burton with her family then removed to Unity, Clark county, making her home 

on a sixty-acre farm with her widowed father, who had preceded her by a few 
years. His death the following year left her on an undeveloped farm, in a newly 
settled community, with a large family practically without means. She, however, 
succeeded in giving her children a good education and developed in them a Chris- 

tian character, all becoming good citizens and useful members of society. 
After ten years at Unity, she left the farm, and her declining years were 

passed in the homes of her loving sons and daughters. She died in Reedsville, 

Wisconsin, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Louis Falge, October 2, 1904, of a 

stroke of apoplexy received a few weeks before. Her remains were brought 

for burial to Plymouth and deposited by the side of her husband in the old 
Mulleton church cemetery, of which church she had been a faithful member for 
many years. 

Of Mr. and Mrs. Burton’s children, Emily died in infancy; Frances, in her 
eleventh year, and Mrs. Louis Falge on May 27, 1912. The surviving children 
are: A. W. Burton, superintendent of schools of Green Bay, Wisconsin; Mrs. 
E. T. Bamford, residing on a farm near Plymouth; H. C. Burton, an employe
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of the navy department of Washington, D. C.; C. N. Burton, owner of an orange 

ranch at Pomona, California; Mrs. J. H. Healy residing on a farm in Revillo, 

South Dakota; and Rev. C. V. Burton, of the Granville Avenue Presbyterian 
church, of Chicago. 

Mrs. Burton was an estimable woman possessed of a native dignity of char- 
acter, combined with a loveliness and gentleness that pervaded all her intercourse 

with friends and the world. She was loyal in her attachments and sincere always. 

Consideration for the feelings and comforts of others was a trait that received 

exemplification even to the last of her conscious hours. Cheerful, brave and 
uncomplaining in the face of hardships and trials, her life was one of noble 
self-sacrifice and self-denial, and many of its phases had bound up in them 
heroisms of the kind that do not reach the outer world, but are firmly, lovingly 

and quietly worked out in a record of devotion to duty. 
Her days have been a blessing and a joy to those near and dear to her, and 

she has truly shown forth the beauty and sweetness of true Christian character. 

FRANK C. REISCHE. 

Frank C, Reische, who devotes his attention to dairying with good success, 
is the owner of a farm of forty acres on section 17, Wilson township. His 
birth occurred in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, on the 15th of September, 1879, his 
father being Charles Reische, who is a blacksmith of Sheboygan and a sketch of 
whom appears on another page of this work. Frank C. Reische obtained his 
education in the district schools of Herman township and also attended a Ger- 
man school for two years. After putting aside his text-books he learned the 
blacksmith’s trade under the direction of his father and worked at that occupa- 
tion for five years. On the expiration of that period he purchased a farm in 
Clark county, where he continued to reside for eight years. Disposing of the 
property in 1908, he returned to Sheboygan county and purchased forty acres 
of land on section 17, Wilson township, where he has remained to the present 
time. He is engaged in dairying and his undertakings in this connection have 
won him prosperity. In 1910 he erected a modern and attractive residence on 
his farm. 

DERRICK J. HARTMAN. 

Prominent among the leading and representative business men of Oostburg 
is Derrick J. Hartman, a son of Evert and Jane B. (Beckers) Hartman, both na- 

tives of Holland, the father born May 24, 1824. They were married May 12, 

1855, and became the parents of ten children, of whom eight are thus recorded 
in the family genealogy: Hattie G., who is the wife of Henry Hyink, a farmer of 
Sheboygan county; Anna B., who married Peter Dirks, a farmer of this state; 
Derrick J., the subject of this sketch; Minnie, who became the wife of Henry 
Huibregtse, a hardware merchant of Iowa; Jane J., who was the wife of David
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Lemkuilal ; Delia, who married George Jensima, of Riverside ; Cena, who was the 
wife of John Krayenbrink; and Henry, whose sketch appears elsewhere in ‘this 
volume. The grandfather, Derrick J., was a native of Germany while the grand- 
mother was born in Holland, and each received a good education in his Native 
country. With their family they set sail from Rotterdam for America, the voyage 
across the Atlantic consuming forty-six days. They did not remain in New York 
city where they landed, but proceeded at once to Rochester, New York, where 
they stayed for six weeks. Therefrom they took passage for Milwaukee by way 
of the Great Lakes, and upon their arrival Mr. Hartman purchased forty acres 
of land in what is now the heart of that wealthy city. While the family residea 
there sickness attacked them and the mother and four children, three sons and a 
daughter, died, after which, in 1846, the father and the two remaining sons, 
Derrick J., Jr., and Evert, came to Wilson township where the father purchased 
a section of wild land at a dollar and a quarter per acre. White neighbors were 
less numerous than red when Derrick J. Hartman and his sons built their log 
cabin, but the Indians proved troublesome rather than hostile to the early settlers. 
The first house erected by the Hartman family in Wisconsin had a puncheon floor 
and in lieu of a chimney a section of stovepipe was thrust through the clapboard 
roof. Derrick J. Hartman, the grandfather of the subject of this sketch, passed 

away in 1846 and his son, Derrick J., in 1890, while Evert, the father of him who 
today bears the honored family name of Derrick J. Hartman, attained the age of 
eighty-six years, his death occurring December 10, 1910. Since the year when he 
cast his first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln he was a loyal supporter of the 

republican party and he and his wife were held in high esteem by a wide circle 
of friends and acquaintances. 

Derrick J. Hartman attended the district school of Wilson township until he 

was fifteen years of age, when he began his business career by becoming a sales- 

man of farm implements in the employ of Michael O’Grady, at a ten per cent 

commission. For six years he handled the business on this basis and at the end 
of that time he entered the manufacturing field, building a warehouse and ma- 

chine shop at Oostburg, the product of which he handled successfully for twenty 
years. Eventually he sold his business and became a traveling salesman for the 
Champion Machine Company, with which firm he continued for three years, until 
their consolidation with the International Harvester Company, in whose employ 
he remained for two years. He then went to Guelph, Ontario, Canada, to repre- 

sent the Gilson Gasoline Engine Works of Port Washington, Wisconsin, who 

were opening a new factory at that place of which Mr. Hartman acted as manager 
for a time. He then entered the contracting department of the company and sold 
“Goes Like Sixty” engines in a territory embracing the states of Wisconsin, Iowa 

and Michigan. While in the latter state he purchased a tract of timber land in 
Menominee county upon which he set a crew of lumbermen to work cutting fuel 
wood and cedar posts, and the products of one season were shipped to various 
points in Wisconsin. In 1910 he organized the D. Hartman Manufacturing 

Company, a concern which engages in the manufacture of a pea separator and 
washer, a machine used by nearly all the canneries in this state. To the Huntley 

Company of Silver Creek, New York, he has let the contract for manufacturing 

the machines on a royalty basis and the state of Wisconsin he has reserved as his 

own territory. Besides his extensive manufacturing and selling interests Mr.
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Hartman is a stockholder in the Oostburg Evaporated Milk Company and the 
State Bank of Oostburg. : 

In September, 1889, Mr. Hartman was married to Miss Gertrude Wester- 
beeke a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Westerbeeke, of Wilson township. In 

their family are two children, namely: Edgar, who is engineer for the Oostburg 

Lumber & Grain Company ; and Mabel, who fills the positions of bookkeeper and 

stenographer for the Oostburg Steel Foundry. Both the son and daughter make 
their home with their parents. . 

Mr. Hartman votes the democratic ticket but his extensive business interests 

have left him little time to devote to political matters. He is a member of the 

United Commercial Travelers Association and is prominent in the affairs of the 

Dutch Reformed church in which his wife is also an active worker. Mrs. Hart- 

man exercises a helpful influence and enjoys a wide acquaintance in church cir- 
cles, being a teacher in the Sunday school and a member of the Ladies’ Mission- 
ary Society. The gratifying measure of success which has been accorded Mr. 
Hartman in his undertakings is wholly the result of his foresight and wisely di- 
rected energies, and the esteem in which he is held throughout his large circle of 
acquaintances is the reward of his honest effort and honorable business dealings. 

HENRY J. BAMFORD. 

Henry J. Bamford is one of the leading and representative business men of 
Plymouth, Wisconsin, where he is engaged in the wholesale cheese business, his 
establishment being one of the largest of its kind in this country. He was born 
in Poughkeepsie, New York, and is the son of Joseph and Anna Maria (Fleming) 
Bamford. The paternal grandparent and the maternal grandmother, Joshua and 
Elizabeth (Taylor) Bamford, were both natives of Yorkshire, England, where the 
grandfather followed for a livelihood the. vocation of a school teacher and both he 
and his wife died in their native land many years ago. The father, Joseph Bam- 
ford, was born in Yorkshire, England, November 23, 1820. He was reared in his 
father’s home and received his early education in England. During his early 
manhood he followed the carpenters’ trade. In 1842 he emigrated to America 
settling first in Dutchess county, New York, where he remained for twelve years. 
In 1854 he moved to Wisconsin and purchased a farm located on sections thirty- 
five and thirty-six in Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, where he established 
his home and the following year sent for his family. He remained upon that 
place engaged in general farming for thirty-one continuous years. In 1885 he 
moved to Plymouth where he lived retired until the time of his death, which oc- 
curred on January 30, 1904. Joseph Bamford was united in marriage in 1848 
to Miss Anna Maria Fleming, who was the daughter of Henry and Rebecca 
(Rogers) Fleming. The father was a native of New Jersey and the mother of 
Long Island and she was descended from the Connecticut Rogers family, being a 
direct descendant of Thomas Rogers, who came over in the Mayflower. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Bamford four children were born: Henry J., who is the subject 
of this review; Ernest T., of whom an extended review is published in another 
part of this work; Charles, deceased, who was a newspaper writer and at one
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time connected with the Chicago Herald and the New York World; and Mary E, 

who is a resident of Plymouth. Joseph Bamford was the only member of his 

father’s family to emigrate to this country and is, therefore, the founder of the 
American family of that name, from whom is descended Henry J., the subject of 
this review. He was an influential and prominent citizen of Sheboygan county 

where he was highly respected and greatly esteemed for his integrity and sterling 
qualities of patriotism. He was one of the early abolitionists of this country 
and later a loyal member of the republican party. 

Henry J. Bamford was reared in his parents’ home and received his ele- 
mentary education in the public schools of the district in which he lived. After 

passing through the lower grades he was later graduated from the Plymouth high 
school. He came with his father’s family to Wisconsin in 1855 and in early man- 

hood was engaged for some time in the vocation of a teacher in the public schools. 

In 1875 he learned the trade of cheesemaker and the following year established 
himself in business in a factory which he rented at Plymouth. He later ex- 
tended his business until he at one time successfully operated three cheese fac- 
tories in Plymouth township. In 1890 he discontinued his business as a manu- 
facturer of cheese and engaged immediately thereafter in the wholesale cheese 
business in which he has since continued and is now known to be one of the 

largest individual wholesale cheese dealers in this country. He is also interested 

in the Plymouth Veneer Company, the Plymouth Rocker Chair Company at Ply- 
mouth, the Plymouth Parlor Frame Company, also a stockholder in the Schwartz 

Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturing Company, and is one of the principal stockhold- 
ers in the Plymouth Refrigerating, Water, Light & Power Company, of which 
he is secretary and director, and is also a director in the Plymouth Canning Com- 
pany of which he is vice president. 

Mr. Bamford was united in marriage in June, 1892, to Miss Lillie C. Hubbard, 
who is a native of Illinois, and the daughter of Rev. George B. and Jane (Beards- 
ley) Hubbard. The Rev. William Hubbard, who was the founder of the Ameri- 
can family of that name, of which Mrs. Bamford is a descendant, was a member 

of the Massachusetts Colony in 1630. He was the father of Rev. John Hubbard, 
who was the pastor of the first Congregational church of Meriden, and who was 

the father of Deacon Isaac Hubbard of that place. He was the father of Ezra 
Stiles Hubbard, who was born in Meriden, Connecticut, in 1794, and was the pa- 

ternal grandfather of Mrs. Bamford. Rev. George B. Hubbard was reared in his 
parents’ home and received his early education in the public schools of New 

Haven. He was later graduated in the classical course from Yale College with 

the class of ’42 and in 1846 was graduated from the theological department of 

that well known educational institution. In 1847 he removed to Illinois and was 

ordained in the ministry in 1848. For thirty-eight continuous years he gave his 
entire attention to the work of the ministry in Illinois. In 1888 he removed to 
Plymouth, Wisconsin, and accepted the pastorate of the Congregational church in 

Plymouth, in which capacity he served until his retirement in 1898, after which 
time he was pastor emeritus until the time of his death which occurred in June, 
1900. To Rev. and Mrs. George B. Hubbard six children were born: Emily B., 

who died at the age of three years; Rev. William B., the pastor of a Congrega- 
tional church and a resident of Centerbrook, Connecticut ; George S., who died in 

infancy ; Lillie C., who is the wife of the subject of this review; Mary B., who is
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engaged in teaching ; and Joseph S., who is the editor and manager of the Beloit 

Free Press, at Beloit, Wisconsin. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Bamford three children have been born: Dotha, 

George J. and Emily H., all of whom are pupils in the high school of Plymouth. 

Mrs. Bamford is a member and one of the organizers of the Plymouth Chapter of 

the Daughters of the American Revolution, which was the first of that order in 
Sheboygan county, and is also a charter member of the Wisconsin Chapter, 
Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America. 

Henry J. Bamford has for many years past been known as one of the most 

enterprising and influential citizens of Sheboygan county. His diversified busi- 
ness interests have brought him in contact with men of large affairs and he is 

known in the business world as a man of unquestioned integrity and one of un- 

usual ability in the organization and successful management of large business in- 

terests. He is interested in every public enterprise intended to advance and 

improve the conditions of the people throughout his state and county. 

ERNST ALDAG, Sr. 

Ernst Aldag, Sr., a veteran of the Civil war, who has spent his active life in 

the blacksmith and carriage business and in the grocery and hardware trade, has 
since 1907 been practically living retired, although he is handling a real-estate 
and insurance business. He was born in Milwaukee county, town Nine, Wiscon- 

sin, May 18, 1844, and is the son of Ludwig Aldag, a native of Germany, who 

passed away in Milwaukee county when the subject of this review was but two 
years of age. The mother, Sophia (Bahr) Aldag, came with the family to She- 

boygan in 1846. In 1848 she married Henry Rodemarker, with whom she lived 
until 1854, when she was stricken with cholera and died. 

Ernst Aldag continued to live with his stepfather until the latter passed away 

in 1862. Mr, Aldag then enlisted in Company E of the Twenty-seventh Wiscon- 

sin Volunteer Infantry, as a private and as he showed ability as a soldier he was 

made corporal in 1863. His enlistment in the army had been opposed by his 

stepfather but the spirit of patriotism was so strong that he was no longer able to 
turn a deaf ear to his country’s call, even though obliged to go counter to the 
wishes of the man who had been so kind to him. His enlistment occurred June 
18, 1862, and his period of service extended until October, 1865, or until the close 

of the war. He was present at the battle of Vicksburg, participated in the siege 
of Spanish Fort and in the battles of Saline River and Prairie de Aun, and nu- 

merous skirmishes around that section of the country. Prior to his enlistment he 

had learned the blacksmith’s trade and after the war was over he returned to 

Sheboygan and engaged in the blacksmith and carriage business, with which he 

Temained connected for twenty-eight years, doing a successful and satisfactory 
business. He then went into the grocery and hardware trade in 1893 and his 
retirement from active labor occurred in 1907. 

Mr. Aldag was married on February 3, 1867, to Miss Caroline Knocke, a 

daughter of Henry Knocke, an old settler of Sheboygan county, having here 
taken up his residence in 1860. To Mr. and Mrs. Aldag twelve children have 

been born. Otto, who is engaged in the grocery business in Sheboygan, is mar-
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ried and has one child. Emma is married to Martin Burhop and of her family of 
three children one is deceased. Lena is the wife of Rudolph Arndt, a miller, ang 
they reside at Pigeon river. Henry is conducting a saloon on Eighth street in 
Sheboygan. He is married and has two children. Mena is the wife of William 
Sieffert, of Detroit, Michigan. Clara is married to Fred Sinz and they reside in 
Detroit, Michigan. Ernst Aldag, Jr., who is engaged in the plumbing and hard- 
ware business, is married and has two children. Bertha is deceased. Sarah js 
engaged in clerking and resides at home. Edwin, who is a plumber, is married 
and has one child. Hilda and Edna, who complete the family, both reside at 
home. 

Mr. Aldag belongs to Gustave Wintermeyer Post, No. 187, G. A. R. His 
religious affiliation is with the German Lutheran church of Sheboygan and he 
was for five years president of its cemetery committee. His political allegiance 
is given to the republican party, in the affairs of which he takes a lively interest. 

In connection with the municipal government he has many times served on differ- 

ent committees and was for one year a member of the city waterworks com- 
mission, that being the year in which the waterworks system was taken over by 

the city. He has been a very active and helpful citizen of Sheboygan, always 
lending his assistance toward any cause looking to the betterment of the city 

and community. For four years he served in the city council representing the 

sixth ward. He was one of the leading spirits who assisted in organizing the 
city hospital and was one of the originators of the public library in 1903. For 
eleven years he was a member of the Volunteer Fire Company and has always 

been ready to help in any work which seemed necessary for the advancement of 

the city of his adoption. He has well earned the years of retirement he is now 
enjoying in his own comfortable home, surrounded by his family and by a large 
circle of friends by all of whom he is held in high esteem. 

ABRAHAM VAN AKKEREN. 

Among the men of Sheboygan county whose life’s labors have been crowned 

with success, enabling them now to live retired, is Abraham Van Akkeren. In his 
youth he experienced great hardships, trials and privations, but these served to 
call forth the true worth of his character, developing self-reliance and a spirit of 

industry and determination which have carried him forward to the goal of pros- 

perity. As one of the honored, self-made men of the county, therefore, we pre- 
sent him to the readers of this volume. He is, moreover, entitled to mention as 

a veteran of the Civil war for he loyally espoused the cause of the Union in the 
darkest hour of his country’s history. He was born in Oostburg, Holland, June 
18, 1838, and has therefore passed the seventy-fourth milestone on life’s journey. 

His father, Jacob Van Akkeren came to America in 1851 with his family, consist- 

ing of a wife and two children. He was taken ill, however, and died four days 

after his arrival, being then fifty-eight years of age. His wife, who bore the 

maiden name of Susanna De Munk, was a daughter of Jacob De Munk. Her 
condition was indeed a deplorable one at the time of her husband’s death. She 
was left with no means of support and the care of the two fatherless little chil-
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dren and was unacquainted with the language of the country to which she had 

come. A stranger, learning of her circumstances on meeting her on the streets 
of New York, secured her transportation to Sheboygan. This was indeed a case 
where a friend in need proved a friend indeed, for broad humanitarian principles 

prompted assistance to an unknown woman whose need was indeed urgent. On 

reaching Sheboygan Mrs. Van Akkeren at once began to work and her son Abra- 

ham also sought employment. She lived to see her son well established in a com- 

fortable home and from him receive loving and filial devotion, making her home 

with him in Holland township to the time of her death, which occurred Decem- 

ber 31, 1895, when she was over ninety-two years of age. A brother of our sub- 
ject is still living, Jacob who makes his home in Holland township. 

Abraham Van Akkeren was a lad of about thirteen years when he arrived in 

Wisconsin. He worked on a farm which included a part of the present site of 
Sheboygan. It was then a wilderness of native timber and in the arduous task of 
clearing and developing the land Mr. Van Akkeren was soon engaged. He 

worked upon that place for his board and clothing until seventeen years of age, 
but his clothing was but little more than rags: He was also ill fed and he often 

ate the stale bread with which he was sent to feed the cattle. He indeed suf- 
fered many hardships and privations during this period but he bore all as uncom- 

plainingly as possiblesand under such conditions developed a self-reliant and 
independent spirit which has constituted the basis of his success in later life. At 

the age of seventeen he left his first employer and secured a position elsewhere 

at thirty dollars per year with the privilege of attending school for two months 
in the year. He was continuously employed as a farm hand until 1862, when 
his patriotic spirit was aroused by the continued attempt of the south to over- 
throw the Union, and he enlisted as a member of Company I, Twenty-seventh 

Regiment of Wisconsin Infantry, with which he served for two years and ten 
months. This regiment was attached to the western army under General Steele. 

With it he marched through Arkansas, participating in five hotly contested 
battles, but was never wounded. After the close of the war, on the 29th of 

August, 1865, he was mustered out at Brownsville, Texas, and following his re- 

turn home he purchased a small farm, was married and then started out upon an 

independent career. He thus continuously followed farming until 1905, when he 
removed to Sheboygan and retired. He had brought his fields under a high state 

of cultivation and the care and labor which he bestowed upon them led to the 
production of large crops. He added to his place many modern equipments and 
accessories and divided his farm into fields of convenient size by well kept fences. 
His methods were practical and his unremitting industry constituted the basis of 
his success. 

On March 5, 1866, occurred the marriage of Mr. Van Akkeren and Miss 
Elizabeth Pattist, who was born in Rochester, New York, December 25, 1847, 
a daughter of John and Sarah (Van De Vere) Pattist, who in 1843 came to 
America. The father worked as a laborer in New York for a number of years 
and in 1856 came to Sheboygan, where he invested his savings in land.. This 
was covered with heavy timber so that it was necessary for him to clear his land 
from trees and brush before he could cultivate his fields. In the midst of the for- 
est he erected a little log cabin and in that pioneer home began life in Wisconsin, 
contributing to the development and general progress of this part of the county
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as well as attaining individual success. There were nine children in the Pattist 
family, a brother of Mrs. Van Akkeren being killed while on his way to Sheboy- 

gan, and another meeting death by a tree falling upon him. Another brother is 
still alive. To Mr. and Mrs. Van Akkeren twelve children have been born, all of 

whom but one are living: Sarah, who married Henry Heiden; John, who married 
Elizabeth Eernisse; Jacob, who married Clara Polk; Susan, the wife of Louis 

Oppeneer; Elizabeth, the wife of Henry John TeRonde; Edward, who married 

Ella Orlebeck; Anna, the wife of William Leneness; Abraham, who married 

Alma Sperling; Cora, the wife of Isaac Kleinhessling; and George and Louis, 

who are both unmarried. 

Mr. Van Akkeren is a member of the Reformed Christian church and his 

has been an upright, honorable life. He certainly deserves much credit for 

what he has accomplished for his childhood was devoid of many comforts and 
opportunities which most boys enjoy. When in the employ of the farmer pre- 
viously mentioned he was furnished wooden shoes which he wore without stock- 
ings until his mother came to see him, and, seeing his condition, took off her own 

stockings and gave them to him, walking to her place of work barefooted. Other 

conditions equally hard made life a struggle for him in his youth. He learned 
the value of money and when he was able to earn more he carefully saved what 
he could until he was enabled to start in life independerttly. All that he now 
possesses has come to him as the reward of his earnest, persistent labor and indi- 
cates what may be accomplished when industry, sound judgment and ambition are 

combined. 

CHARLES 7. RIETZ: 

In the year 1862 Theodore Rietz put upon his shoulders a large pack of grain 
and carried it toa grist mill to be ground. When he carried it back again to Silver 
Creek, where he had located, the first business transaction in the great distilling 

industry, of which his son Charles T. Rietz is now the head, was completed. The 

commercial beginning of the business could scarcely have been more humble. 
Theodore Rietz, a native of Germany, built at Silver Creek a little log building 

in which he carried on the occupation of distilling for a number of years until it 

was destroyed by fire, which had caught in the straw roof of the structure. His 

qualities of industry and determination to conquer his destiny, however, had 

gained for him in the few years of his occupation in the little log cabin a sufficient 

sum of money to build a small stone building in which he carried on his business 

for some years. It is still standing but not in present use. Five gallons of whiskey 

a day was at that time considered a large output for the plant, but at the time of 

the death of Theodore Rietz one hundred and thirty gallons of liquor were being 

made and shipped every twenty-four hours. When he founded the business, 

Theodore Rietz had one horse and a small wagon in which he drove to Milwat- 

kee with his goods, but even at that early date the quality of his whiskey and his 

reputation for fair and honorable business methods found him a ready market 

when he went to Milwaukee to sell the products of his plant. These business trips 

occupied at that early period a large portion of Theodore Rietz’s time, compell-
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ing him to be absent for many days from his distilling plant. In the interval his 

wife took sole charge of the business which was even then increasing and no 
time or money was ever lost in bringing goods to market. 

Theodore Rietz was a native of Saxony, Germany, having been born in 1830. 
He worked in a distillery in his native country until 1860 when he crossed the At- 

lantic to America. He had also learned while still in Germany all the many details 
of the kindred occupation of yeast making and was an expert in this line when he 
reached America. There were thirty distilleries in the section in which he was 

born which gave occupation to many thousands of people and it was as an em- 

ploye of one of the largest of these establishments that Theodore Rietz learned his 

business. He came to America in 1860 with his wife and two children and started 

immediately in the occupation which was his life work. The family spent two 
months in Pennsylvania before they moved to Milwaukee where they helped iv 

the founding of the Went & Pfile Distillery Company in which they later worked. 
The plant soon after became the property of John Miner, who sold it to the dis- 

tillery trust, upon its organization for a large sum. Theodore Rietz after com- 
pletion of this transaction went to Silver Creek, Wisconsin, and started the dis- 

tilling plant of which his son is the head today. 

Charles T. Rietz was born in this district on April 20, 1867, and was brought 
up in his father’s business. He was an assistant in the plant until July, 1903, at 
which time his father retired from active employment and gave his son sole charge 
of the business which he had built up. It is the only plant of this kind in Sheboy- 
gan county which was founded and organized in this district. Theodore Rietz 
died in 1904, having survived his wife Christina (Firme) Rietz, the mother of 
the subject of this sketch, for three years. They were the parents of five chil- 
dren: Herman, now a retired farmer living in West Bend, Wisconsin; Frederick, 

deceased; Amelia, the wife of Magnus Schmidt, now living near Oshkosh, this 
state; Franz, who died in infancy; and Charles T., the subject of this review. 
Herman and Frederick were the only two who were born in Germany. 

Charles T. Rietz was educated in the public schools in the district of Silver 
Creek, Wisconsin, and received his business experience in his father’s distillery, 
becoming a thorough master of the intricate details incident to the industry and 
becoming an expert distiller. He continued in the employment of his father un- 
til July, 1903, when he assumed entire control of the great and growing industry. 
Under his direction and as a direct result of his progressive policy the plant was 
enlarged year by year. Many new improvements have been added, buildings 
have been erected, more efficient and more modern machinery has been installed 
and the capacity has been increased until at the present time the average output 
is one hundred and fifty gallons a day. Mr. Rietz gives his personal superintend- 
ance to the selling end of the business. His product is well known throughout 
the state of Wisconsin and obtains a ready sale in any market in which it is 
offered. In conjunction with his distilling business he has recently established 
a wholesale and retail liquor store which is flourishing under his efficient man- 
agement, 

In 1889 Charles Rietz was united in marriage to Miss Gertrude Stahl, a 
daughter of Valentine Stahl, a native of Baden, Germany. They are the parents 
of five children: Theresa, who was born in December, 1892; Phyllis, who is 
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now nine years of age; Charlotte, whose birth occurred in February, 1905 ; Carl, 
aged five years; and Richard, who was born in May, 1909. 

Mr. Rietz gives his allegiance generally to the republican party but does not 
blindly follow the party’s standard and votes when occasion demands it for the 
man whom he considers best fitted for the place. He is a devout member of 
the Lutheran church in Silver Creek, Wisconsin, and his religion is a vital force 
in his life. He has attained that prominence which through efficiency in a 
chosen field will come to a man, and his beautiful home in Sheboygan county, 
which he has recently erected, has become known as a charming meeting place 
for hosts of his friends. 

G. D. HOPPE. 

The success of G. D. Hoppe, president of The Sheboygan Fruit Box Com- 
pany, one of the flourishing industries of this city, must be attributed to a life of 
intense activity and business enterprise, as neither favorable circumstnces nor the 

influence of friends were ever exercised to forward his interests or to assist him 
in achieving his ambition. He was born in the vicinity of Hamburg, Germany, 
on the 25th of February, 1865, and is a son of Ludwig and Doris Hoppe. The 
father, who was a tinsmith, emigrated to the United States with his family in 
1876 and located in Glenbeulah, where for many years he worked at his trade. 
When age compelled his retirement from active business he removed to She- 
boygan, where he passed away on the 20th of December, 1910, at the age of 

seventy-four years. He was laid to rest in the cemetery at Glenbeulah beside the 
mother, whose death occurred on July 5, 1883. Our subject is the eldest of the 
seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Hoppe, the others in order of birth being as 
follows: Eliza, the wife of F. A. Kaerwer, who is engaged in the practice of 
law in Oshkosh, this state; Emma, who married William Hitzler, a farmer on 

Seven Mile Creek; Jennie, the wife of G. A. Trimm, a photographer of Oshkosh; 
Emelia, who passed away on the 16th of July, 1903, the deceased wife of John 
Doherty, a merchant of Oshkosh, where she is buried; Marie, who became the 

wife of F. F. Leuhman, of Oshkosh, who is a buyer in the furniture department 

of Marshall Field & Company of Chicago; and Fred, who is a butcher at Glen- 

beulah. ; 3 
The education of G. D. Hoppe, who was a lad of eleven years when he came 

to America with his parents, was begun in the schools of his native land and 

completed in those of Glenbeulah. At the age of fifteen years he laid aside his 
text-books and began his business career as an employe of The Dillingham Com- 
pany, now The Dillingham Manufacturing Company. This was not his first ex- 
perience as a wage earner, however, as he had worked for this firm during his 
summer vacations from the time he was twelve years old. He continued in their 

service for twenty-seven years, and during that time he was promoted in accord- 
ance with the ability he manifested until he held the position of foreman of the 
second floor at the time of his resignation. After leaving the employ of The Dil- 

lingham Manufacturing Company, Mr. Hoppe became associated with William 
Krummel in the manufacture of cigar boxes and specialties. This connection was
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very brief, however, as they sold their plant in 1904. He next formed a partner- 

ship with William Hitzler and they purchased the old plant of The Sheboygan 
Fruit Box Company. In 1905, Mr. Hitzler disposed of his interest in the enter- 

prise, but Mr. Hoppe continued to act as secretary, treasurer and general manager 

of the company, the duties of which offices he had discharged from the first, 
until 1909, when the plant was sold. He subsequently organized another com- 
pany, under the name of The Sheboygan Fruit Box Company, and again started 

operations. At that time he was secretary and treasurer and also general man- 
ager, but he has since become president of the company. He continued to dis- 

charge the duties of general manager, however, and is also a member of the board 

of directors. The plant of the present company has been located at the corner of 
Geele avenue and North Fifteenth street, where they have owned about three and a 

half acres of ground, since the 1st of January, 1912. They havea thoroughly mod- 
ern plant and an excellent equipment, their factory being provided with every facil- 
ity and device essential to its successful operation. Their business has developed 
so rapidly that it now requires the services of seventy-five people to fill their 
orders, and the receipts of their sales department are constantly increasing. 

In this city in August, 1888, Mr. Hoppe was united in marriage to Miss 

Mathilda Margenau, a daughter of Frank and Catherine Margenau, the father, 
who is now deceased, having been a pioneer cooper of Sheboygan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hoppe have one son, A. H., who is in charge of the basket department of The 
Sheboygan Fruit Box Company. The family reside at 1327 Lincoln avenue, this 
city. 

Fraternally Mr. Hoppe is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America 
and he also belongs to the Equitable Fraternal Union, while his political support 

he accords to the republican party. The achievements of Mr. Hoppe are entirely 
attributable to his own efforts as he has made his way unaided from his early 
youth, and undoubtedly finds his greatest satisfaction in the thought that such 
success as has come to him is the result of perseverance and unceasing diligence, 

and that he is indebted to no one but himself for the position he now holds in the 

business circles of the community. 

GEORGE HARSCH. 

George Harsch, who owns an attractive homestead of seventeen acres, just 
west of the city limits of Sheboygan, where he is living retired, is a native of this 

county, his birth having occurred on the 8th of January, 1857. His father, Adam 
Harsch, was born in Germany in 1819, but in his early manhood he came to the 

United States, locating in Ohio. From there he removed to Sheboygan county, 
settling in Sherman township, where he lived until 1865. In the latter year he came 
to the city of Sheboygan and erected a tannery, that he operated for about fif- 
teen years. At the end of that period he disposed of his plant and went to Stock- 
bridge, Calumet county, this state, and bought a farm upon which he lived until 

he passed away on the 28th of March, 1903, having attained the venerable age of 

eighty-four years. While living in Ohio Mr. Harsch married Miss Mary Dunbar, 
whose death occurred March 10, 1902. Eight children were born to Mr, and
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Mrs. Harsch, of whom all are deceased with the exception of three sons, our sub- 

ject being the youngest. The eldest surviving member of the family, Wesley, is 

married and lives in Ohio, while Benjamin, who is next in order of birth, is mar- 

ried and engages in farming in Stockbridge. 
The education of George Harsch was obtained in the public schools of She- 

boygan, which he attended until he had mastered the common branches. He sub- 

sequently laid aside his text-books and assisted his father in the operation of the 
tannery, and when the latter disposed of this business removed with his parents to 

Stockbridge. There he took up farming and continued to devote his energies to 
this vocation until 1909, when he sold his farm and came to Sheboygan, purchas- 
ing his present residence just outside of the city limits where he lives a retired 
life. Mr. Harsch has a very attractive place, the care of which gives him ample 
employment, and he is spending his latter years in well earned rest. 

On the 16th of December, 1880, Mr. Harsch was married to Miss Bertha 

Schuchardt, a daughter of Constantine and Henrietta (Kruger) Schuchardt, who 
are mentioned at greater length under the sketch of Henry C. Schuchardt. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Harsch have been born two children: Elery, who is living on the old 
farm in Stockbridge, and Lillian, the wife of Jacob Verhulst, who is engaged in 
the manufacture of paper boxes in Sheboygan. Mr. Harsch lived a life of intense 
activity and diligence until he had attained the age of fifty-two, and although he 

has retired from the exacting demands of his former vocation, he is not living in 

idleness as is manifested by the well kept appearance of his property. 

HERMAN BLACK. 

Herman Black was for many years successfully engaged in farming in Wilson 

township and was a man held in high respect by reason of his unfaltering industry 

and his upright character. He was born in Germany, January 7, 1856, and when 

nine years of age came to Wisconsin with an uncle, making his way direct to She- 

boygan county where settlement was made in Wilson township. Soon after his 

arrival Mr. Black began working out among the farmers of the district who em- 

ployed help, cutting wood and doing whatever work was given him to do. His 

youth was therefore a period of earnest and unremitting toil and when most boys 

of his age were attending school he was earning his living. When twenty-one 

years of age he went to Lincoln county, Wisconsin, where he homesteaded a tract 

of land, spending the winter months there while the remainder of the year was 

passed in Sheboygan county. At length he sold his property and bought the farm 

which is now the home of his widow and sons. The place comprises sixty acres 

of rich and productive land and is pleasantly and conveniently located on section 

20, Wilson township. In addition they also have twenty acres of timber land 

near the lake which they keep for the wood that it furnishes. Mr. Black gave 

his entire attention to general farming, bringing his fields under a high state of 

cultivation and annually raising good crops by reason of his practical and pro- 

gressive methods. From the time he purchased the property he made it his home 

until his death, which occurred June 11, 1900, when he was but forty-four years 

of age.
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It was on the 28th of February, 1880, that Mr. Black was married in Wilson 
township to Miss Carrie Fisher, a daughter of Leonard and Caroline Fisher, 
both of whom came to the new world from Germany, and on establishing their 
home in Sheboygan county settled on the farm where Mrs. Black was born and 
still lives. Mr. Fisher was a soldier in the Civil war, serving for three years 
with the Twenty-second Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, while he had 
previously served in the Mexican war. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Black were born six 
children: Clara, now the wife of Henry Hanson, of Sheboygan Falls; Melita, 
the wife of Edwin Erbsteoser, of Sherman township; Harry, who is a salesman 
for the McNasse Medicine Company in Wilson township and who lives at home; 
Oscar, who operates the home place; Elsie; and Verena. 

In politics Mr, Black was a stanch republican. He held the office of school 
treasurer for many years and was also interested in the cause of education. He 
was also an active member of the Lutheran church and served as one of its of- 
ficers for a number of years. His was indeed a well spent life, active and useful. 
High purpose and unfaltering energy brought him not only success but also the 
respect and good will of his fellow townsmen. The family is a prominent one in 
the community and the work of the home farm is being successfully carried on 
by the son, Oscar Black, a young man of enterprise, who is utilizing practical and 
progressive methods in the further development and improvement of the place. 

WALTER J. GALLON. 

Walter J. Gallon is manager of the Citizens Telephone Company and his en- 
deavor to give prompt and efficient service, combined with a spirit of enterprise 
and indefatigable industry, has gained him recognition as one of the valued and 
Tepresentative business men of Sheboygan. He has resided here only since 1908 
but within this period has gained the warm regard and good will of his fellow 
townsmen. He claims England as the land of his birth, which occurred at New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, July 31, 1873. His parents were John and Eliza Gallon, both 
of whom passed away in England and were laid to rest in Gateshead. The family 
is an old one of England and John Gallon became widely known as department 
general manager of the Northeastern Railroad of that country. 

Walter J. Gallon pursued his education in the parochial schools of his native 
country and in a high school, from which he was graduated when nineteen years 
of age. He afterward became a pupil in a technical training college, continuing 
his studies intermittently with work for his father. He left England to come to 
the United States in 1896, landing at New York, whence he made his way to 
Peterson, Iowa, where he visited for four months. It was his intention to become 
actively engaged in farming in that locality, but, changing his plans, he retraced 
his steps as far as Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he was employed in various ways 
Prior to 1898, when he entered the service of the Wisconsin Telephone Company. 
He has since been engaged in this business, spending much of the time in the in- 
stallation of telephone systems, until he was made manager at Janesville, Wis- 
consin. Afterward he was chief inspector at Dixon, Illinois, and was also chief 
contract agent at Milwaukee. He was then appointed to his present position as
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manager of the Citizens Telephone Company at Sheboygan. Previous experience 
and long training in the telephone field well qualify him for the responsibilities 
that now devolve upon him. He has made a study of the demands of the public 

regarding telephone service and is putting forth every effort in his power to give 
the patrons of the line all that is required. The business of the office is carefully 
systematized, the work promptly dispatched and Mr. Gallon’s duties are per- 
formed alike satisfactorily to the company and to the general public. 

On the roth of November, 1909, Mr. Gallon was married, in Madison, Wis- 

consin, to Miss Clara Lea, a daughter of T. H. and Thea Lea, the former a car- 

penter contractor of Madison, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Gallon reside at No, 
1331 North Fifth street and have gained many friends during the period of their 
residence here. Mr. Gallon is a republican in his political views and fraternally 
is connected with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. He is actuated by 
a spirit of progress in all that he does and in all the relations of life and while 
seeking individual success he also cooperates in movements pertaining to the wel- 
fare and progress of the community. 

WILLIAM HERMAN. 

William Herman is engaged in general farming and dairyirig three and a 
half miles north of Sheboygan, where he owns one hundred and eighty acres of 
well cultivated land, located in Sheboygan township. He is a native of this 

county, his birth having occurred in the township where he now resides on June 

3, 1877, and is a son of John and Caroline (Femmel) Herman. The parents are 

Americans, the father having been born in Indiana and the mother in Sheboygan 
county, where they were married in September, 1864. Five days later the father 

enlisted and went to the front, remaining in the service for about ten months. 
He was mustered out at Clarksville, Texas, and returned to Sheboygan on the 

14th of July, 1865. Three years later, in 1868, he bought twenty acres of timber 
land, which he cleared and placed under cultivation as he was able, and in con- 
nection with the tilling of his fields worked on the railroad and also followed the 
carpenter’s trade, having erected many buildings for the farmers of his com- 
munity during the pioneer period. When he first removed to his farm, Mr. Her- 

man put up a crude log cabin, in which he and his family lived for twenty years, 
but at the end of that time he erected a more commodious and modern residence. 

Our subject is the seventh in order of birth in a family of twelve, the other 
members being as follows: Anna, who passed away on the 11th of February, 

1902, the deceased wife of August Horn of Sheboygan township; John, who 
resides in the state of Washington; Louis, who is married and is residing in She- 
boygan; George, of Sheboygan; Valentine, who is married and living in Sheboy- 

gan; Lena, the wife of Lewis Schellar, of Marshfield, Wisconsin; Henry, who is 

married and residing in Sheboygan ; Emma, the wife of William Grumbow, of 

Stratford, Wisconsin; Paul, who is married and living in Sheboygan; Conrad, 

also married, of Sheboygan; and one who died in infancy. The mother passed 
away on the old homestead on the 5th of January, 1904, and the same year the
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father sold his farm to one of his sons and has ever since resided with his brother- 

in-law, Charles Karskamp, in Sheboygan Falls. He is a member of the Sheboy- 
gan Falls Post, No. 12, of the G. A. R. 

William Herman was reared at home and educated in the common schools of 

this county. He early became familiar with the work and duties of an agricultur- 
ist and has always devoted his energies to this vocation. His efforts have been 
well rewarded and he now owns a hundred and eighty acres of fertile land, where 

he engages in both general farming and stock-raising but is making a specialty of 

dairying. He is an enterprising man, and sedulously applies himself to anything 

he undertakes, directing his activities in a practical and systematic manner. 
On the 15th of June, 1899, Mr. Herman was married to Clara Meyer, a 

daughter of Leonard and Catherine Meyer, natives of Germany. Leonard Meyer 
resided in St. Louis, Missouri, when he heard the call that electrified the world, 

irresistibly beckoning human beings from the four quarters of the earth to come 
to the latest El Dorado, and old and young, venturesome and timid, listened to that 
call, full of marvelous tidings of unheard treasure, hidden in California’s virgin 

land. These prospects for sudden riches held out by the Golden state induced 
him to join the crowds which sought the favored land of the Pacific coast and in 
1849 he set forth toward the westering sun with meager means but determined 

to reach the goal, making almost all of the way on foot. For twenty years he 

courted the elusive goddess Fortune to win her favors. In California he founded 
his home and built his hearth, and with his wife lived in Sacramento. Varied 

were his experiences: he witnessed a great flood which was occasioned by the 

breaking of a dam which destroyed life and property and he underwent the ter- 

rors of the earthquake, ever threatening, ever feared. After two decades he came 

to Sheboygan and, being a man of musical tastes and accomplishments, he here 
engaged successfully as a music teacher. Greatly esteemed, respected, honored 
and beloved, he passed away in 1909. The mother is still living, residing in She- 

boygan, where she makes her home with her son-in-law William, the subject of 

this sketch. Mr. and Mrs. Herman had seven children, Chester, Florence, Allen, 

Cora, Harold and Isabel. Raymond, who was the fifth in order of birth, died at 
the age of fifteen months. The family attend the services of the Evangelical 
church, in which the parents hold membership. Mr. Herman is an enterprising 
man of laudable ambition whose honorable and upright conduct have enabled him 

to win and retain the respect and esteem of the community. 

WILLIAM FREDERICK FENNER. 

William Frederick Fenner is one of the most prominent farmers of Sheboy- 
gan county, a district which is made up of progressive men engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. He was born in Sheboygan Falls township, January 24, 1873, a son of 
William Fenner. He was educated in the district schools of Sheboygan township 
and learned his father’s native language in the German schools of that section 
of the country. He worked upon his father’s farm until he was twenty-three 
years of age, saving his money until he was able to purchase sixty acres of im- 
Proved farm land. in his native district upon which he lived until 1906, when he
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sold his holdings and removed to Lima township. Here he bought one hundreq 
and seventy-four acres on section 3 and on this farm he now resides. He gives 

almost his entire attention to the dairying branch of his business and is noted 
throughout Sheboygan Falls township for his stock of pure Holstein cattle. He 

now has some graded stock but expects. to eliminate it entirely in favor of the 

pure bred within the year. His horses, in which he deals on a small but increas- 

ing scale, have gained a reputation which is state-wide, and his stables, now 
comparatively small, are to be materially increased in proportions in the near 
future. 

On April 24, 1897, he was married to Miss Minnie Never, a native of Sheboy- 

gan Falls township and the daughter of Joseph Never, a well known farmer of 
this district. They are the parents of seven children: George, Reuben, Frederick, 
Marie, Arno, William and Cora, all living with their parents on the home farm. 

Mr. Fenner is a prominent member of the German Lutheran church of She- 

boygan Falls and is active in religious and educational work in this county, with 
which lines of activity his wife is also identified. Mr. Fenner is at the present 
time treasurer of the parochial school which is affiliated with the church of which 
he is a member. His religion is a vital and operating force in his life and its in- 
fluence upon his mind and heart has moulded his character on broad and still de- 

veloping humanitarian lines. 

GARRETT J. DULMES. 

Garrett J. Dulmes was one of the organizers of the canning factory at Adell, 

Wisconsin, of which he is now the general manager. He was born May 1, 1863, 
in the township of Lima, Sheboygan county, and is the son of Henry J. and 

Gezina (Droppers) Dulmes. The father was born in Gelderland, Holland, in 1824 

and the mother’s birth occurred in the same province in 1824. Henry J. Dulmes 
was a descendant of one of the old families of Holland and in his native country 

he was by trade and occupation a Weaver and followed that vocation for a liveli- 

hood while in his native land. In 1854 he emigrated to America, settling in Lima 
township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where he purchased eighty acres of © 

land, located on section 33, two miles east of Hingham, in the township of Lima. 
There he built a comfortable log house and established his residence. He later 
added to his original purchase until he was the owner of one hundred and ten acres 
of rich agricultural land. In 1881 he purchased ninety-eight acres four miles 

east of Hingham, to which he removed and continued to live thereon during the 

remaining days of his life, which closed in the year 1910, the mother’s death hav- 

ing occurred in 1905. In their family were six children: William J. and John H., 
both of whom reside in Holland township, the former of whom is operating the 
old homestead; Henry J., of Lima township; Garrett J., of this review; Jane B., 

who became the wife of Ira Heinen, of Lima township, and is now deceased; and 
Albert, who resides on the old homestead in Lima township. 

Garrett J. Dulmes was reared in his parents’ home and received his elemen- 
tary education in the public schools. At the age of twenty-one he learned the 

cheese-maker’s business and for twelve years following was engaged in the opera-
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tion of a cheese factory at Union Corners, in Holland township. At the same 

time he also owned an interest in a factory in Lima township, two and one-half 
miles east of Hingham, and had an interest in a general merchandising store at 

Union Corners, and was also the owner of a very fine farm in Sheboygan county. 
In 1895 he disposed of his interests in the store and factory and devoted his entire 
attention to general farming for a period of five years. In 1908 he became one of 

the organizers of the Adell Canning Company and since that date has been identi- 

fied with that company as its general manager and has devoted his entire atten- 
tion to its business interests. The canning factory at Adell is one of the most com- 
plete and up-to-date plants of its kind in Wisconsin, the company making a spe- 

cialty of canning peas and corn, and the plant has a capacity of thirty-two thous- 
and cans per diem. In 1910 he built a beautiful residence in Adell, in which he 

and his family now maintain their home. 
On March 4, 1890, Mr. Dulmes was united in marriage to Miss Dora H. Eer- 

nisse, who was born in Lima township in November, 1870, and is the daughter 
of Abraham and Henrietta (Jentink) Eernisse, the former a native of Zeeland 
and the latter of Gelderland, Holland. The father with his family emigrated 
to America in 1846 and settled in Holland township. They later took up their 
abode in the township of Lima, where Mr. Eernisse still resides, at the advanced 
age of eighty-five years. He served as a soldier in the Civil war. By his first 
marriage he became the father of seven children and his second wife, Henrietta 
Jentink, bore him twelve children, of whom Mrs, Garrett J. Dulmes was the 
eldest. The mother of Mrs, Dulmes passed away in January, 1912. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dulmes are the parents of seven children, Clara, Etta, Mabel, Abraham, 
Florence, Mildred and John G. 

Garrett J. Dulmes is a member of the Wisconsin Canners Association and also 
of the National Canners Association. He and his family are all members of 
the Dutch Reformed church of Hingham. Mr. Dulmes is one of the highly 
respected citizens of his county and an enterprising man who is recognized as 
one of the most efficient in the conduct and operation of an up-to-date and modern 
fruit and vegetable canning establishment. He is a man whose reputation for in- 
tegrity in business affairs has never been questioned and is interested in every 
public enterprise intended to improve the conditions of the people of the com- 

munity in which he lives. 

JOHN HARMON WHEELER. 

At an early period in the business development of Wisconsin lumbering was 
the chief industry of the state. With the increase in its population various lines 
of activity have been introduced but none have contributed more to the business 
reputation of the state than that of cheese manufacture. It is to this undertaking 
that John Harmon Wheeler is devoting his energies, being now president of a 
company extensively and successfully engaged in that line of business. He was 
born in Lyndon township, Sheboygan county, September 24, 1883, a son of 
Henry and Catharine (Sharpe) Wheeler, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere 
in this volume. :
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John Harmon Wheeler, the second in a family of four children, was educated 
in the public schools of Plymouth, passing through consecutive grades to the high 

school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1901. He then joined the 
firm of which his father was the leading spirit, becoming financially interested in 
the cheese business, and upon the incorporation of the company in 1907 he was 

made secretary and treasurer, continuing in that dual capacity to the time of his 
father’s death, when he was elected president. He is now at the head of a busi- 

ness of large proportions, the successful conduct of which is attributable in great 

measure to his efforts. 

In 1908 Mr. Wheeler was united in marriage to Miss Florence Kaestner, a 
daughter of Gustavus Kaestner, the president of the Plymouth Furniture Com- 
pany. He was born in Plymouth, May 24, 1859, a son of Ernst and Johanna 
(Albrecht) Kaestner. He was reared in Plymouth, was educated in the public 
schools and afterward learned the tinner’s trade, which he followed for about 

twelve years. In 1887 he took up the manufacture of furniture with the Preusler 

Brothers Manufacturing Company, which was later succeeded by the Plymouth 
Furniture Company, of which Mr. Kaestner has been president since 1903. He 
manufactures bedroom furniture, which by reason of its excellent workmanship, 

attractive design and reasonable prices is marketed throughout the United States, 

On the roth of March, 1885, Mr. Kaestner married Frances Lintz, a daughter of 
Fred G. and Anna Lintz, who were natives of Germany and in early life came 

to Wisconsin, settling in Sheboygan, where their remaining days were passed. 

Mr. Lintz was there engaged in general merchandising. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 

Kaestner were born three children: Florence, who is now Mrs. Wheeler; and 

Jennie and Fred W., both at home. The family are communicants of the Epis- 

copal church and Mr. Kaestner is a Mason. Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler have become 

the parents of one child, Ruth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler attend the Episcopal church and Mr. Wheeler is a 
blue lodge and Royal Arch chapter Mason, being identified with the lodge in 
Plymouth and the chapter in Sheboygan. He also belongs to the Iroquois Club 

of Plymouth and is justly accounted one of the popular citizens not only of his 

town but of the entire county. He is cordial, courteous and capable, qualities 

which have won him warm friendships, high regard and business successes. Al- 
though a young man, he has made steady progress along commercial lines and 
what he has accomplished represents the fit utilization of the innate talents which 

are his. 

HENRY PREPSTER. 

Henry Prepster, who is engaged in general farming and dairying in Wilson 
township, Sheboygan county, was born on the farm where he now resides on the 

24th of August, 1879. The paternal grandfather, John B. Prepster, who was 

born and reared in Germany, located in Wilson township during the pioneer 
days, and there he passed away at the venerable age of seventy-two years. His 
son Joseph, the father of our subject, was reared and educated in Wilson town- 

ship and remained at home assisting his father with the cultivation of the farm
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until he was twenty-three. He then bought eighty acres of land in the same 

township which he cleared and cultivated until 1904, when he rented it to his son 
Henry. For his wife Joseph Prepster chose Miss Mary Kline, a daughter of 

Lawrence Kline, one of the pioneer farmers of Wilson township, and to them 

were born three children, our subject being the youngest member of the family 
and the only son. Rosa, who was the eldest, became the wife of Francis 

Schneider, of Wilson township; and Julia married John Hoffman, also of Wil- 
son, and they are residing in Milwaukee. The father took an active inter- 
est in political affairs, giving his support to the democratic party, and was for 
many years treasurer and clerk of school district No. 6. 

In the acquirement of his education Henry Prepster attended the dis- 
trict schools in the vicinity of his home, and while engaged in the mastery of the 
common branches assisted his father with the cultivation of the farm. He was 
married at the age of about twenty-five and subsequently rented the farm from his 

father, and here he has ever since engaged in general agricultural pursuits and 
dairying. As he is enterprising and diligent in his methods he has prospered, and 
is annually meeting with good returns from both his farming and dairying. 

On the 28th of June, 1904, Mr. Prepster was united in marriage to Miss Julia 
Rammer, a daughter of Frank Rammer, a well known farmer of Wilson town- 
ship, and they have become the parents of four sons: Leo, who is six years of 
age; Arno who has passed his fifth birthday; Julius who is now four years old; 
and Carlos, who has celebrated the second anniversary of his birth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Prepster are communicants of the Roman Catholic church and 
belong to St. George’s parish in Wilson township, and his political support he 
gives to the Democratic party. He has always energetically and successfully ap- 
plied himself to the development of his interests and is numbered among the 
capable agriculturists of his community. . 

HERMAN SOMMER. 

Herman Sommer is the senior partner in the livery firm of Sommer & 
Zimbal, conducting business on Indiana avenue, Sheboygan, where they main- 
tain a model barn equipped for all classes of trade related to their business. Mr. 
Sommer was born in Mosel township, Sheboygan county, September 17, 1871, 
his parents being Gottwerth and Elizabeth (Hetzel) Sommer, natives of Germany, 
who emigrated to America while they were yet young people. They were mar- 
tied in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, and established their home on a farm in 
Mosel township, Sheboygan county, where Gottwerth Sommer continued to re- 
side until called to his final rest on the 13th of December, 1905. He is survived 
by his widow, who still lives at their old home. Their children were nine in num- 
ber and Herman was the first in order of birth. Rudolph, a blacksmith of She- 
boygan, is married and has three children. Edwin is a widower with one child. 
Charles, who is married and resides at Sheboygan, is engaged in the livery busi- 
ness. Gustave is an agriculturist of Clark county, Wisconsin. Bertha, the 
mother of two children, is the wife of Robert Vogel, the manager of a lumber
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yard at Cleveland, Manitowoc county. Amelia still resides with her mother. 
Richard and Adolph also have their residence on the old homestead. 

Herman Sommer was reared at home and educated in the district schools. At 
the age of twenty he was employed by the C. Reiss Coal Company and remained 
in the service of this concern for a period of fourteen years. In 1905 he en- 
gaged in the livery business in copartnership with his brother Charles. This en- 
terprise was conducted under the firm name of Sommer Brothers until 1910, at 
which time Paul Zimbal purchased the interest of Charles Sommer and the style 
of the firm became Sommer & Zimbal. This business is in every way a credit 
to the city of Sheboygan and bids fair to be maintained as one of the valuable 
institutions in the city. 

On the 15th of December, 1899, Mr. Sommer was married to Miss Josephine 
Mallman, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Mallman. Mr. Sommer may well 
look back with pride upon his business career. Through the years of his citizen- 
ship in this county he has maintained a name which stands for integrity and de- 
votion to his business and his family. 

JACOB PREPSTER. 

One of the capable agriculturists of Wilson township is Jacob Prepster, who 
is successfully engaged in the cultivation of the farm where he was born on the 
15th of May, 1856. His father, John Prepster, was born and reared in Bavaria, 

Germany, whence he emigrated to the United States in 1854. On August 2, of 
that year, he located in Wilson township, where he bought twenty-four acres of 
land which he immediately set about clearing and improving. He was diligent and 

enterprising and by reason of his thrift and energy was later able to extend the 
boundaries of his farm from time to time until he had acquired eighty acres of 
land which he actively cultivated until his death in 1873. Immediately following 
his arrival in Sheboygan county, Mr. Prepster was married to Miss Catherine 
Sibel, who was born in Bavaria April 1, 1832, and came to America on the same 

ship on which he crossed. Mrs. Prepster is still living and although she has 
passed the eightieth anniversary of her birth enjoys excellent health for one of 
her age. Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Prepster, our subject being 

the second in order of birth. The others are as follows: James; Mary, the widow 

of James Miley, of Lima township; and Kate, who married Peter Van de Low, 

also of Lima township. 

Jacob Prepster was reared on the home farm and acquired his education in 

the district and German parochial schools of Wilson township. In common with 
other farmer lads he assisted his father with the work of the fields and care of 
the stock while he was attending school, and after laying aside his text-books 

gave his entire time and attention to the cultivation of the home place. After 
the death of his father he assumed the management of the farm, which he ope- 

rated for his mother until he was twenty-five, and then bought it. During the 

long period of his ownership Mr. Prepster has effected quite extensive improve- 
ments in the place and now owns one of the highly cultivated and valuable prop- 

erties of the township.
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On the 27th of May, 1884, at St. George’s Roman Catholic church in Wilson, 
Mr. Prepster was united in marriage to Miss Johanna Ardts, of Lima township, 
and to them were born four children: John, Clara, Anna and Agnes, all of whom 
are at home. On the 18th of June, 1896, Mrs. Prepster passed away. 

In political matters Mr. Prepster accords his support to the democratic party - 
and he served for twelve or fifteen years as school director and for several terms 
he discharged the duties of township treasurer. He is a communicant of the 
Roman Catholic church, as was also his wife, and he and his family affiliate with 
St. George’s parish in Wilson township. Mr. Prepster is an esteemed represent- 
ative of one of the worthy pioneer families and has many friends in his com- 
munity, the majority of whom were comrades of his boyhood days. 

THOMAS KULBOK. 

Thomas Kulbok is the proprietor of the Kulbok Hotel, located on Eighth 
street, Sheboygan. His birth occurred in Russia on the 21st of December, 1875, 
his father being George Kulbok, a native of Russia. The parents are both dead. 
Thomas Kulbok emigrated to America in 1899, beginning his business career in a 
new country in the city of Baltimore, where he remained for only a short time, 
after which he moved to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he secured employment 
with the Phoenix Chair Company, continuing in the service of this concern for 
two and a half years. At the expiration of this period he became an employe of 
the Northern Furniture Company, with whom he remained for several years. 
In 1905 he started in business for himself. During that year he purchased the 
hotel which bears his name and which he has conducted for the past seven years, 
making steady progress in his venture as proprietor and manager of one of the 
prosperous hostelries of Sheboygan. 

Mr. Kulbok was married in Russia, in November, 1899, in which year he 
emigrated with his wife to this country. Three children have been born to them, 
two of whom are still living, Annie and Elsie, both at home and pupils of the 
public schools of Sheboygan. Mr. Kulbok’s successful business career in Amer- 
ica is a high testimonial to his industry and frugality. Coming to this country 
without a knowledge of its people or language, he soon became one of its useful 
and respected citizens. He is held in high esteem by his associates and is num- 
bered among the leading and representative business men of Sheboygan. 

CAPTAIN PETER FEAGAN. 

Captain Peter Feagan needs no introduction to the readers of this volume. 
For years he was prominently connected with commercial interests as a general 
merchant. Since his retirement from business he has been connected with public 
office, serving now for the seventh year as county coroner. Sheboygan has been 
his home Practically since 1851 although for a brief period he was in California
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and later was absent from the state through the period of his service in the Ciyj’ 
war. The fidelity to his country which he displayed in the darkest hour of its 

history has been characteristic of his attitude in citizenship throughout his entire 
life. Indeed, there are many elements in his career which commend him to the 

- confidence and good-will of his fellow townsmen and which constitute his life 

record an important chapter in the annals of Sheboygan. 
; Captain Feagan was born in Syracuse, New York, June 7, 1834, his parents 

being Patrick and Eleanore (Madden) Feagan. The son was reared in the state 
of New York where he remained until 1851 when he removed westward to She- 
boygan, Wisconsin, influenced in his choice of a location by the fact that his 
eldest brother, Thomas Feagan, had taken up his abode here in 1849. The 

father had passed away when Captain Feagan came to the middle west where he 

remained until 1854 when he decided to go to the gold fields of California, 
hoping he might rapidly acquire a fortune on the Pacific coast. He therefore 
proceeded to New York city with the expectation of making the trip by way of 
the Isthmus route. When he arrived in the eastern metropolis he found that the 
transportation company had increased the price of tickets to California over that 
route by about one hundred and fifty dollars. Thinking this was done on account 
of the rush for the mines on that one ship Captain Feagan decided to wait until 

the next boat, two weeks later. When that vessel sailed it was more crowded 
than the other and the increase in price of tickets rendered the trip prohibitive 

to Captain Feagan, who then took passage on a vessel going by way of Cape 
Horn. He wentas a sailor before the mast but not being used to rough weather he 

was sick practically all the time until after they crossed the equator going south. 
From that time on the voyage was a thoroughly enjoyable one. 

For four years he remained in California and then returned by way of the 
Isthmus route to Sheboygan in 1858. The succeeding three years were devoted 

to farming near the city, but in 1861, following the outbreak of the Civil war, 
he put aside all business and personal considerations and began recruiting a com- 
pany for active duty at the front. John McGowery of Cascade also began re- 
cruiting a company about the same time. As neither one had the required num- 
ber of one hundred men they joined forces and thus formed Company E of the 

Seventeenth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, Mr. McGowery becoming captain 
and Mr. Feagan first lieutenant. In June, 1862, however, the former resigned 
and the latter was promoted to the captaincy of the company, with which rank 

he served throughout the remainder of the war, being mustered out with his 
regiment at Louisville, Kentucky, on the 14th of July, 1865. He was in many 
important engagements, often in the thickest of the fight and yet he was never 
wounded. Death, however, almost claimed him as a victim at Natchez, Mis- 

sissippi, where he lay ill of typhoid fever. His first introduction to actual war- 
fare was at Shiloh and later at Cornish, which they held until October 3-4, 1862. 
They subsequently started for Vicksburg by way of Holly Springs and the 

water route, and remained there from January 1, 1863, until March, 1864, when 

the regiment reenlisted for three more years of service. He participated in the 

siege of Vicksburg and then went to Natchez where he was taken ill with the 
fever and laid for weeks unconscious. Subsequently they went to Atlanta 
which they took and stayed there until Sherman’s march to the sea. He was 

discharged July 14, 1865. The regiment was in charge of the Seventeenth Army



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY i 381 

Corps and its history is an account of the military service of Captain Feagan 
save for the period of his sickness. 

When hostilities had ceased and the country no longer needed his aid Cap- 
tain Feagan returned to Sheboygan and in 1866 entered its business circles as a 

general merchant. He was connected with its commercial activities until 1890, 

most of the time at the northeast corner of Eighth street and Pennsylvania avenue. 
He had a well equipped store, carried a carefully selected line of goods and 
enjoyed a liberal patronage which in time brought him substantial success. In 
1890 he retired from that business and for about ten years thereafter dealt in real 

estate. Mr. Feagan was the first street commissioner of the First ward in the 
city, in 1853, and was chief of the fire department in 1858-9. 

In 1861 Captain Feagan was married in Sheboygan to Miss Josephine B. 
Thomas, a daughter of Peter Thomas who came to this city in the fall of 1853 
from Jefferson, New York, and for many years conducted the Jefferson Hotel 
here. The three children of Captain and Mrs. Feagan are Sherman, Thadeus 

and Mary E. Captain Feagan is now serving as county coroner to which office 
he has been elected for the fourth term on the republican ticket. He is a well 
preserved man, still actively interested in current questions and events and mani- 
festing in his citizenship the same spirit of fidelity which he displayed on southern 
battlefields and which always made him a supporter of the best interests and 
measures of his adopted city. 

WILLIAM FRIEDRICHS. 

William Friedrichs is a scion of one of the pioneer families of Sheboygan, 

his father having settled here in the 50s. He was born October 15, 1859, the 
son of Henry J. Friedrichs, whose birth occurred in Rhine, Prussia, in 1819. 
The father emigrated to the United States in 1850 on the ship Hurlbert, which 
carried six hundred passengers and consumed eighty-five days in making the 
voyage, many storms being encountered. A curious circumstance attended the 
trip, seventeen deaths and eighteen births occurring while the vessel was en route. 
On landing in New York the father came directly to Sheboygan, then went to 
Milwaukee and returned to Sheboygan about 1855. In December of that year 
he opened a blacksmith shop on what is now known as Indiana avenue. The 
building was very unpretentious and did not cost to exceed twenty-five dollars 
and yet it served as a shop and a home, the living rooms being separated from 
the shop by a plank partition. Sheboygan was at that time a town of three thous- 
and inhabitants, made up principally of Winnebago, Chippewa and Duck Creek 
Indians who often came begging at the door. The father prospered in business 
and gradually began to improve his surroundings and became able to give his 
family many of the luxuries of life with which they had previously been un- 
familiar. In 1869 he erected a fine building and embarked in the mercantile, 
grain and feed business, in which he was very successful, being thus engaged 
until within a few years of his death, which occurred in 1894. He was twice 
married, his first union being with Miss Barbara Rittman, whom he wedded 
several years before leaving Germany. She died in 1852, leaving a son, and in
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1853 Henry J. Friedrichs was united in marriage to Miss Catharine Meyer, ang 

unto them were born nine children, seven of whom are still living and are ali 

the owners of valuable property, the subject of this review being fourth in order 
of birth. 

William Friedrichs was educated in the schools of Sheboygan and at the age 
of fourteen went to work in a blacksmith shop, where he remained for two and 

one-half years. He then went to the Pinery, where he worked as an axman and 

sawyer for several years. Returning to Sheboygan, he was for a time engaged 

in cheese-making, subsequently going to the lumber country but after remaining 

there for a short time he returned to Sheboygan county and began farming. He 

is an expert at fishing and hunting and devotes considerable time to these pursuits, 

On March 27, 1890, Mr. Friedrichs was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Stuart, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Stuart, both natives of Canada. Her 

birth occurred in Peshtigo, Wisconsin, October 8, 1871, and as an infant she 

passed through the terrifying experience of the great fire in which six hundred 

persons lost their lives. Her life was saved by her being kept in the river dur- 
ing a whole night, but her grandmother did not survive the ordeal. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Friedrichs were born six children, three of whom survive: Marjorie, who 

is a high-school graduate of the class of 1912 and is continuing her studies in 

Milwaukee; Stuart, who is a high school student; and Sidonia. 

In his political affiliation Mr. Friedrichs is a republican. Being an active and 

popular man and possessing a good business education, he has been chosen for 

several positions of honor and trust by his party and neighbors. He was for 

eight years justice of the peace, served as a member of the school board for nine 

years and was assessor of Sheboygan township for two years. He is in every 
way a representative of the better class of citizenship of Sheboygan county, 
where he is extensively and favorably known. He possesses a genial, optimistic 

temperament and while giving the strictest attention to his business and dis- 
charging all public obligations with fidelity and promptness, he still finds time 
to cultivate the social side of life to a reasonable degree and is popular in busi- 
ness, political and social circles in the county where he was born and reared. He 
has rendered much valuable service to his community, always taking an active 

part in those matters which affect the public welfare and civic good. 

NOAH SAEMANN. 

Noah Saemann, the oldest settler of Adell, is one of the prominent and lead- 
ing citizens of that town and for almost three decades has been engaged in 
business as a general merchant and grain dealer, being the senior partner of the 

Saemann-Ziegler Company. He was the principal organizer of the State Bank 
of Adell and has since served as its chief executive officer. His birth occurred 

in the town of Scott, Sheboygan county, on the 27th of August, 1857. His father, 
John Saemann, was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, on the 11th of March, 1834, 

his parents being John Michael and Elizabeth (Baumann) Saemann. On the 16th 
of March, 1840, they set sail for the United States with their two children, Chris- 

tine and John, reaching New York harbor after a stormy voyage consuming 

forty-one days, They then traveled overland by boat and various other convey-
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ances, making several unavoidable stops but eventually reaching Sandusky, Ohio. 
On the 15th of June, 1840, John Michael Saemann purchased a small farm in 

Pleasant township, Marion county, Ohio, but after four years’ work as a pioneer 

agriculturist settled at Columbus, that state. In 1848 the family removed to Ce- 

dar Lake, Washington county, Wisconsin, and in 1851 came to the town of Scott, 
Sheboygan county. John Saemann, the father of our subject, has since made his 

home near the village of Batavia. On the 18th of June, 1856, he wedded Miss 
Mary Rahskopf, by whom he had eight children, six of whom are still living. 

In 1906 the parents celebrated their golden wedding, having traveled life’s jour- 

ney together for fifty years. 

Noah Saemann, who was the first born in his father’s family, obtained his 

education in the schools of his native town. After putting aside his text-books 

he assisted his father in the operation of the home farm until seventeen years of 

age and then spent a year as clerk in a store at Batavia. Subsequently he worked 

as clerk in a store at Adell until twenty-three years of age and then made his 
way to Lawrence, Kansas, spending nearly two years traveling in Kansas and 

Oklahoma for a hide and wool concern. In the fall of 1882, when twenty-five 
years of age, he returned to Batavia and on January Ist of the following year em- 

barked in business at Adell as a general merchant and grain dealer. He is still 

conducting his interests in this connection as the senior partner of the Saemann- 
Ziegler Company and has won a gratifying and well merited measure of prosper- 

ity in his undertakings. In 1908 he was the principal organizer of the State Bank 

of Adell and has ably directed the affairs of that financial institution as president 
since its incorporation. He was likewise the principal organizer of the Adell 

Canning Company and is the president of the DePere Canning Company. Few 
men are more prominent or more widely known in the enterprising town of 

Adell than Mr. Saemann. He has been an important factor in business circles 
and his prosperity is well deserved, as in him are embraced the characteristics 

of an unbending integrity, unabating energy and industry that never flags. 
On the r5th of April, 1886, Mr. Saemann was united in marriage to Miss 

Alma J. Keller, a daughter of Charles and Emma (Jecke) Keller, both of whom 
arenatives of Germany. They emigrated to the United States in early life, were 
married in this country and settled in Sheboygan county in 1868. Charles Keller 
here passed away on the 24th of May, 1888, but is still survived by his widow, who 
makes her home at Hingham. Unto them were born six children, five of whom are 

yet living. The other, a son, died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Saemann have four 

children, as follows: Jesse Charles, born in April, 1888, who is a graduate of the 

University of Wisconsin and is now employed in his father’s store; Morris K., 
who was born in April, 1893, and is a graduate of the Waldo high school; Blanche, 
whose birth occurred in April, 1897, and who has completed a course in the schools 

of Adell; and Eugene Noah, who was born in April, 1906. When Mr. Saemann’s 
children first began their education the school was located nearly a mile from 

Adell. He was instrumental in having the same moved to town and it was also 
largely due to his efforts that a graded school was later established here. 

Mr. Saemann has given his political allegiance to the republican party since 

age first conferred upon him the right of franchise. He was appointed postmaster 
of Adell in 1893 and altogether has been actively connected with postoffice work 
for thirty-five years, working in the postoffice at Batavia in early manhood. Since 
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first establishing his home at Adell he has also served in the capacity of notary 

public. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Methodist Epis- 

copal church of Hingham, Wisconsin. He has ever discharged his duties with 
marked ability and fairness, for he is a most loyal, public-spirited citizen. As q 
business man he has been conspicuous among his associates, not only for his 

success but for his probity, fairness and honorable methods. In everything he has 

been eminently practical and honorable and this has been manifest not only in the 
business undertakings but also in his social and private life. 

JOEL S. GRISWOLD. 

Joel S. Griswold, who for the past twenty years has been engaged in the 
wholesale and retail milk and ice cream business in Sheboygan, is a native of 
Washington county, Wisconsin, his birth having occurred there on the 11th of 
December, 1849. His parents were Oliver Perry and Theodosia (Wilson) Gris- 

wold, the father a native of the state of New York and the mother of Vermont. 

Samuel Griswold, the grandfather of Joel S. Griswold was a captain in the War 
of 1812. In his early manhood, Oliver Perry Griswold went to Pennsylvania, 
where he engaged in farming for several years, going from. there to Hartford, 
this state. He was twenty-eight years of age when he located in Wisconsin, and 
here he passed the remainder of his life, his death occurring in Sheboygan county 
on the 18th of March, 1881, at the age of sixty-four years. There were two sons 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Griswold. The other, Sanford, is engaged in the coal 

business in Milwaukee. 
The education of Joel S. Griswold was obtained in the common schools of 

his native state, following which he assisted his father with the cultivation of the 

home farm, continuing to engage in agricultural pursuits until 1892, when he 

came to Sheboygan and went into his present business. He has been diligent and 

enterprising in the development of his undertaking and during the intervening 

years has succeeded in building up an excellent trade. He has a well equipped 

plant, which is provided with every modern appliance essential to its operation, 

and in the manufacture of his ice cream he uses only the best ingredients, thus 

producing an article that is absolutely pure and of good quality. The business 

is one of the oldest of the kind in the city and was founded by Henry Pape. 

Mr. Griswold has been married twice, his first union being with Miss Emma 

Brown, a native of Wisconsin, who died in 1887. To them were born four chil- 

dren, as follows; Charles, a practicing physician of Chilton, this state, who is 

married and has one child; Frank, a physician of Bloom City, who is married and 

has one child; Jay, who is attending college at Appleton ; and George, a physician 

of Melrose, Wisconsin. For his second wife Mr. Griswold chose Miss Ruth 

Brasure, who was born in Washington county, this state, on the 5th of Novem 

ber, 1867, and is a daughter of William and Mary (Smith) Brasure. The father, 

who was a farmer, is deceased but the mother is living. To Mr. Griswold and 

his second wife there have been born two children: Leslie, who is twenty-one 

years of age, a student at Lawrence College; and Grace, who is sixteen, now 4 

junior in the city high school.
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The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Gris- 

wold also belongs to the Knights of Pythias and the Masonic fraternities. He 
is one of the highly esteemed business men of the city, always having conducted 

his undertakings in such a manner as to enable him to win and retain the respect 

and confidence of those with whom he has had transactions. 

5 ALBERT FREYBERG, Jr. 

Albert Freyberg, Jr., superintendent of the Sheboygan Novelty Company, 
is a native son of this city, his birth having here occurred April 3, 1875. He is 

the son of Albert Freyberg, Sr., and Fredericka (Groh) Freyberg. The father, 
a native of Germany, has long been a resident of Sheboygan and is identified with 

its business interests, being the head of the C. B. Freyberg Lumber Company. 
Albert Freyberg, Jr., was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan and 

later began working for the Sheboygan Novelty Company, with which he has 
since been connected. In June, 1901, he became a stockholder in the concern and 

in that year, having shown particular ability in mastering detail and in handling 
the work of the plant, he was made superintendent, a position which he has since 

held. 
Mr. Freyberg chose for his life companion and helpmate Miss Emma Schmidt, 

the daughter of Robert Schmidt, a native of Germany, and they are the parents 
of two children, Lucile and Margaret. Mr. Freyberg belongs to the Knights of 
Pythias, his membership being in Sheboygan Lodge, No. 81. He is one of the 
representative young business men of Sheboygan. He has since earliest man- 
hood been a steady, faithful and conscientious worker and in addition to holding 
the responsible position of superintendent of the Sheboygan Novelty Company, 
is interested in the lumber company of which his father is the head. Being a na- 
tive son of Sheboygan, which city has always been his home, he has an extensive 

acquaintance throughout the city, county and in other parts of the state. He is 

one of those excellent young men which any city is fortunate in having as one of 
her citizens, 

HERBERT CHESEBRO. 

Herbert Chesebro, president of the Hand Knit Hosiery Company, at Four- 
teenth and Huron streets, Sheboygan, came to this city in 1892 and has since been 

connected with its business, social and fraternal interests. He was born in Leon- 

ardsville, New York, September 1, 1863, a son of Paul and Jane Chesebro, both 
natives of New York, where the father conducted a carriage-making and black- 
smithing business. His ancestors came to America from Boston, England, in 
the ship Arabella, in 1630, landing at Boston, Massachusetts. One of the name 
was founder of Stonington, Connecticut, and representatives of the family 
have served in the Revolution, War of 1812, and the Civil War. Herbert Chese- 
bro was educated in the public schools of the Empire state, after leaving which
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he entered the mercantile business which he followed in the state of New York 

until the year 1892 when he removed to Sheboygan. Soon after coming 
here he became connected with the Sheboygan Knitting Company, remain- 
ing with that concern until it went out of business, in 1904. He then estab. 
lished the present knitting plant, a factory employing about seventy-five people. 
He has successfully managed the business which has steadily increased its out- 
put until it is now one of the best known concerns of the kind in the entire com- 
munity. 

Mr. Chesebro was married, in 1896, to Miss Jennie Riimmele, a daughter of 
Edward H. Riimmele, a native of Italy and chief engineer for the Lake Shore 
Railroad Company. In performing a deed of heroism—rescuing a child from 
death under a train—Mr. Riimmele lost his life. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Chesbro 
has been born one child, Robert E., who is attending school in Sheboygan. In 

his political faith Mr. Chesbro is an adherent of the republican party, being a 

stanch believer in the principles which it champions. In his fraternal relations 
he is a member of Sheboygan Lodge, No. 11, F. & A. M., Harmony Chapter, 
No. 10, and Knights of Pythias Lodge, No. 81. In the manufacturing circles of 
the city he is prominent and greatly respected. In the management of his large 
business he shows splendid executive ability and also has a comprehensive grasp 
of details to an extent possessed by comparatively few business men. As a re- 

ward of his wise and careful management the works of which he is the president 

are constantly expanding and the quality of the output is always maintained at 

a high standard. There are few business men or manufacturers in this city 

who are more popular or who according to general opinion are more able in their 

business management than Mr. Chesebro. 

EDWARD GRUBE. 

: Edward Grube is a native son of the Badger state. He was born in She- 

boygan, August 18, 1876, and is a son of Ludwig and Henrietta (Hildebrandt) 
Grube. The father is a native of Hanover, Germany. He emigrated to America 
at an early day with his parents, who established their home in the city of She- 

boygan. His father was a veterinary surgeon and immediately upon his arrival 

in this country he began the practice of his profession in Sheboygan, in which 

he continued until the time of his death, which occurred in 1890. Ludwig Grube 

was by trade and occupation a cooper and for many years followed that voca- 
tion. He was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public schools 

of Sheboygan. At the age of eighteen he left the parental roof and removed 
to the upper Lake Superior region, where for two years he was engaged in the 
service of the United States mail department as stage driver. He later took 
up the pursuit of his craft as a cooper and became foreman in shops in Mil- 

waukee and Manitowoc. Some years after he established himself in the cooper- 
age business, in which he continued for a period of twenty years, after which 
he was appointed the first chief of police of the city of Sheboygan. Mr. Grube 
was united in wedlock to Miss Henrietta Hildebrandt and to them eight chil-
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dren were born: Minnie, the wife of William Kaufman, of Sheboygan; Louis, 
who is associated with his brother, the subject of this sketch; Henry, who is 

by trade a carpenter and lives in Sheboygan; Edward; Ernest, now deceased; 

Tillie, at home; Albert, who is engaged in the hardware business in Sheboygan; 

and Theodore, who resides in this city and is one of the employes of Emig’s 

general merchandising store. 

Edward Grube was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 

tion in the public schools of Sheboygan. In his early years he was employed 
as a common laborer at various occupations and later he established himself in 

the saloon business, in which he has since continued in partnership with his 

brother Louis. 
Mr. Grube was united in marriage to Miss Bertha Schutte, a daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schutte, of Mosel township, Sheboygan county. Mr. 
Schutte has been dead for many years and his widow is still living at the 

old homestead. To Mr. and Mrs. Grube three sons have been born, Lester, 

Arthur and Edward, Jr. Mr. Grube is affiliated with the democratic party and 
is a member of the German Lutheran church. He is one of the well known 
citizens of Sheboygan and has served as deputy sheriff of the county for four 
years. 

: 

HULEE BROTHERS. 

Edward and William Hulee are the owners of the Hulee Brothers general 
merchandising establishment located in Cascade, Sheboygan county, this state. 
They are the sons of Edward and Elizabeth (Schneider) Hulee, both of whom 

were natives of Germany. The father, who emigrated to the United States in 
1856 and settled in Wisconsin, was for many years engaged in various lines of 

industry. He finally, however, in the year 1863, established himself in the mer- 
chandising business in Cascade and continued to be identified with that enterprise 
during the remainder of his life. Mrs. Hulee emigrated with her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Schneider, when a very young child to this country. The Schneider 
family, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work, settled in Detroit, Mich- 

igan, and later removed to this county. 

Edward Hulee, one of the proprietors of the Hulee Brothers Merchandising 
establishment, was born in Cascade in 1869, and William, his business associate, 
was born in 1872. The former was educated in the common schools of Wis- 
consin and immediately following the close of his school days engaged as a clerk 
ina store in Sheboygan. In 1899 he returned to Cascade and took charge of his 
father’s business, his brother William becoming his associate, and since that 
time the business has been operated under the firm name of Hulee Brothers. 
This concern carries a complete and well arranged stock of general merchandise 
together with coal, lumber and cement. The establishment is the largest of the 
kind in Cascade and from the beginning of their business careers the Messrs. 
Hulee have been uniformly successful. Edward Hulee is a republican in politics 
but very liberal and broad-minded in the exercise of his privilege as a citizen.



390 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

William Hulee was united in wedlock to Miss Amanda Landwher, and to them 

five children have been born: Elizabeth, born in 1899; Viola, in 1901; Myrtle, 

1905; Elmer, 1908; and Leona, 1910. The Hulee brothers are widely known 
throughout this portion of the state of Wisconsin and have never been identified 
with any business interest of any nature outside of the limits of the county of 
Sheboygan. They are highly respected for their uniform integrity and acknowl- 

edged among their associates to be among the most up-to-date and successful 
business men in the line of general merchandising in this county. 

FREDERICK DUCHOW. 

Frederick Duchow, who for seven years was the proprietor of a saloon, 

located at No. 1536 Indiana avenue, Sheboygan, is now living retired. He was 

born in the province of Pommerania, Germany, on the 9th of May, 1853, and is 

a son of Chris and Christina Duchow, also natives of Germany, where the mother 

passed away in December, 1870. Together with his family the father emigrated 
to the United States in 1883, locating in Michigan, near Howard City. There 

he was employed in a sawmill until his death, which occurred a few months after 

his arrival in this country. Our subject is the third in order of birth in a family 
of six, the others being as follows: Christina, the widow of Fred Ulreich, of 

Michigan, and the mother of five children; Chris, a cabinet maker of Sheboygan, 

who is married and has six children; Louisa, of Michigan, who married Ernest 

Karss, by whom she has had five children; Godfrey, of Sheboygan, who is mar- 

ried and has four children; and William, a carpenter of this city, who is mar- 

ried and has three children. 
Frederick Duchow was reared in the land of his birth and educated in its 

parochial schools. At the age of twenty-six he was married and four years 

later with his wife and family he emigrated to the United States, taking passage 
on the same boat with his father and brothers and sisters. Upon his arrival in 
this country he located in Michigan and for two years thereafter was employed 
in a sawmill. At the expiration of that time he turned his attention to agricul- 
tural pursuits, but he engaged in farming for only three years. In 1888 he came 

to Sheboygan, obtaining employment in the Phoenix Chair Factory and with this 
company he remained for seventeen years. During that time by reason of his 
thrift and careful management he accumulated sufficient capital to engage in busi- 

ness for himself. Therefore, in 1905, he resigned his position and opened a 

saloon and cafe at No. 1536 Indiana avenue. He there conducted a thoroughly 

first-class establishment in every sense of the word, and was accorded a good 

patronage by a desirable class of people. The place is now conducted by his 

son William. 

Mr. Duchow was married in the fatherland to Miss Christina Janke, and to 

them have been born ten children, six of whom are living. Mary, who is the 

wife of Fred Beierdorf, a factory operative of this city, is the mother of one 

child. William, who is managing the business formerly conducted by his father 

is married and the father of two children. Frank, a factory operative of this 
city, is married and has one child. Rosa, Irvin and Henry are all at home.
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The political support of Mr. Duchow is given to the republican party and he 
has always taken a keen interest in all municipal matters of a governmental 
nature, and is well informed and has definite ideas on all current political issues. . 
In common with the majority of his countrymen he is identified with several 
fraternal and social organizations. Mr. Duchow is a genial man, his most pro- 
nounced characteristics being his generosity and loyalty to his friends of whom 
he has many. 

A. C. ROGERS, M. D. 

Dr. A. C. Rogers is a native of Maine, his birth having occurred in Cam- 
bridge, Somerset county, January 24, 1843. He is a son of Captain Oran and 
Mary Ann (Dennett) Rogers. The father was born in 1812 in the state of Maine 

and the family is one of the oldest of old New England Revolutionary stock. 
He was engaged in his native state in farming’ and in merchandising, and in 1845 
he removed to Lima township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where he settled 
on a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, upon which he filed a government 
preemption claim. Here he continued to live for a period of six or seven years 
and then removed to Cascade. During the Civil war he served for two years 
as captain of Company I, First Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, enlisting in 1861. 
Returning from the service after his discharge, he engaged in farming for some 
time and afterward retired wholly from active business interests and established 
his home at Cascade. His wife, Mary Ann (Dennett) Rogers, was also a native 
of Maine, having been born in that state in 1818. To them five children were 
born, all of whom are still living. Both the father and mother of this family 
are deceased, the death of Mr. Rogers occurring in February, 1869, and that of 
Mrs. Rogers in 1875. : 

Dr. Rogers was reared in his father’s home and educated in the public schools 
of Wisconsin, his family having removed to this state when he was but a child. 
After laying aside his text-books he was engaged as clerk in a merchandising 
store for some time and at the age of eighteen, on the outbreak of the Civil war, 
he enlisted on April 23, 1861, in Company C, of the Fourth Wisconsin Infantry. 
This company was mustered in and its first service was in the infantry divi- 
sion but later it was transferred to the cavalry. As a soldier in the field he 
continued to follow his command until July 9, 1864, at which time he received 
his honorable discharge and was mustered out of the service. He immediately 
thereafter returned to Wisconsin and accepted a position in a mercantile estab- 
lishment. While so engaged he took up the study of medicine and after com- 
pleting the elementary studies in that branch of science he became a student of 
the Iowa College of Physicians and Surgeons and upon his completion of the full 
course required by that institution he was graduated with the degree of M. D. 
in the class of 1879. He entered at once upon the general practice of medicine, 
in which he continued successfully for five years, after which he pursued a post- 
graduate course. Upon the completion of his studies he located in Sheboygan 
Falls, where he opened an office and for some time was there engaged in the 
Practice of his profession. Later he removed to Cascade, where he established
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himself in the practice of medicine and has since continued in the successful 
pursuit of his chosen life work. 

Dr. Rogers has been twice married, choosing as his second life partner Miss 

Susan J. Michaels, and to them one child has been born, Ardel C. Three chil- 
dren were born to his first marriage, Leland W., Carroll L. and Anna Belle. Dr, 

Rogers belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Grand Army 
of the Republic and keeps in touch with the advanced work of the profession 

through his membership in the county and state medical societies. He has lived 
through one of the most stirring and important epochs of American history and 

has the honored record of having been for more than four years identified with 

the most crucial period in the history of this country. His record as a soldier 

sufficiently establishes his true American manhood and immediately after his 

discharge he demonstrated his ability as an enterprising son of America in at 
once qualifying himself by his own unaided effort to fill an important place in 

life as a skilled and competent practitioner of the science of medicine. To his 

chosen life work he has given the mature years of his life and in this field of 
service he is still engaged and regarded by the people of his community as a suc- 

cessful and competent practitioner. 

J. HENRY OPTENBERG. 

J. Henry Optenberg has made continuous progress in the business world 
since starting out in life on his own account, yet to speak of him only as a suc- 
cessful business man would be to give but one phase of a well rounded character, 

in which public activities constitute an even balance to personal interests. He 

was born in Dusseldorf, Germany, July 31, 1852, and came to America with his 
parents, the family home being established first at Ripon, Wisconsin, but shortly 

afterward in Oshkosh, J. Henry Optenberg being then about ten years of age. 
His father, Peter Optenberg, who was born in the Rhine Province, Germany, 

near the French border, was an ordnance officer in the German army and won 

distinction as an artillerist, receiving a medal from Emperor William I. He 

was also prominent in business connections, having charge of the forging depart- 
ment of the Krupp Manufacturing Company, and his knowledge gained in the 

army was of great benefit to the Krupps in the designing of heavy guns. He 

afterward became the owner of a factory in the fatherland and was at the head 

of a good business, but, thinking that his family, numbering five sons and two 
daughters, would have better advantages in America, he disposed of his business 

and came to the United States in 1863. At Oshkosh he was given charge of 
the forging department of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company, where 

he continued in business until an attack of typhoid fever terminated his life. 
Peter Optenberg displayed superior skill and ability in the line of his chosen 

business and was ever able to command responsible and remunerative positions. 
His life was, indeed, one of intense and well directed activity and the welfare of 

his family was ever an uppermost consideration with him. Two years after the 

death of the father the mother married again and removed to Dakota, where her 
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second husband died. She next removed to Quincy, Illinois, where she lived 
with a daughter until called to her final rest in 1904. 

When J. Henry Optenberg was about fifteen years of age his mother desired 

him to learn the cigarmaker’s trade, but he had a strong aversion to complying 

with her request and, therefore, left home. He sought and obtained employ- 

ment in a boiler and machine shop and learned both the machinist’s and boiler- 
maker’s trades. His salary was only four dollars per week, out of which sum he 

had to pay three dollars and twenty five cents for board. In order to earn suffi 

cient money to meet current expenses, he worked at night, doing odd jobs for the 

first year, frequently laboring until eleven o’clock. His average wage for the 
night work was a dollar. He worked thus for two or three nights out of each 

week but during the second year of his employment his salary was increased to 
six dollars per week and, as this enabled him to meet his expenses, he devoted 

his evening hours to attending night school, in which he acquainted himself with 
the rudiments of mechanical engineering. He remained with his first employers 
for some time but later accepted a position with M. T. Battis, of Oshkosh, who 
was conducting business as a member of the firm of Battis Brothers. He con- 
tinued with them for a number of years and in time became so proficient in the 
work of the shop that he was assigned to the duty of laying out plans for work. 

In the beginning of the ’7os the legislature of the state of Wisconsin passed 
a bill offering ten thousand dollars for a successful traction or road engine for 
agricultural purposes, specifying that this engine must make a two hundred mile 
road trip besides a plowing and freight-hauling test. Making the test of the 
two hundred mile run the same was not to average less than five miles an hour. 
The assembly and senate records will show that this reward was taken by the 
Oshkosh engine one or two years later. At the time J. Henry Optenberg was 
a trifle over twenty years old and was employed by the party designing this 
engine for the purpose of taking the reward thus stated. He was one of the 
three mechanics that accomplished the whole construction of this engine and 
afterward built another engine of the same kind for himself. During the thresh- 
ing season he so engaged himself and in so doing introduced the self-propeller 
steam threshing engine in three different counties, namely: Calumet, Winnebago 
and Manitowoc. Thus it will be seen that he was the first one to introduce the 
steam traction threshing engine in this country and in fact in the world, as he 
built the first engine of this kind as previously stated in the city of Oshkosh. 
At that time the same chain was designed and used which is now commonly used 
on the chain-driven automobile. History will show in time when tracing back 
where and how the first principle of the automobile originated, that it will be 
found as above referred to and some day Mr. Optenberg should be given right 
to the claim to be one of the three that designed the first automobile in its crude 
form as it existed at that time. Later on entering business for himself in the 
village of New Holstein he designed a different engine which was given the name 
of “Uncle Sam” and is still used today. 

For fourteen and a half years he remained with Mr. Battis and during that ; 
time was for nine years foreman of the plant. About that time he was given 
a note for two hundred and fifty dollars by a man of Chilton, Wisconsin. After 
discounting this he found himself in possession of a cash capital of two hundred 
and forty dollars, with which he began business on his own account, opening a
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On the roth of August, 1872, Mr. Optenberg was married to Miss Minnie 
Friecke, a daughter of Louis Friecke, who was a native of Hesse-Cassel, Ger- 
many, and became a resident of Sheboygan in 1842. He worked first in a 
brickyard with Fred Karste and Henry Foeste and later engaged in farming. 
He met an accidental death while assisting in building a log barn. He had four 
children, of whom Mrs. Optenberg, the youngest, was born in Sheboygan, June 
24, 1852. By her marriage she became the mother of seven children but only 
two are now living, namely: Anna, the wife of R. W. Busse, an official of the 
Optenberg Iron Works; and Bertha, the wife of Emanuel Heubach, a mason of 
Sheboygan. 

Such in brief is the life history of J. Henry Optenberg, a man well known 
in manufacturing and business circles in his city and state and enjoying an 
enviable reputation as a reliable and progressive representative of his chosen 
field of activity. The many years which he has spent as a machinist and manu- 
facturer have been profitably employed not only in winning a competence for him- 
self but in furnishing to the industrial world many indispensable machinery 
accessories. He is still active and his laudable ambition is to build up a manu- 
facturing plant which shall surpass in extent and excellence any of similar char- 
acter in the state. That he is honored in trade circles is indicated in his election 
as the first state president for Wisconsin of the National Stationary Engineers 
Association of America. He is a member of the Master Steam Boiler Makers 
Association of the United States and Canada and his opinions have largely 
become recognized as authority concerning complex questions relative to the 
trade. He belongs to the Sharpshooters Association and won the championship 
medal on different occasions. He is a recognized leader in political circles and 
at the present writing is serving as a member of the executive committee of 
the republican county central committee. He is a very public-spirited man, whose 
service isnot that of self-seeking, for with him patriotism is ever put before 
partisanship and the public welfare before personal aggrandizement. He has 
been a member of the county and state conventions and does all in his power to 
secure the adoption of republican principles and yet has never sought office. 
Local interests and progress are dear to his heart and the cause of education has 
benefited by his championship, as manifest in his service as a member of the 
school board. He has also been alderman from the fourth ward and is active 
the enterprising business man and the progressive citizen—strong in his ability 
in furthering the interests of the community. He stands as a splendid type of 
to plan and perform, strong in his honor and his good name. 

JOHN PETER MANNEBACH. 

John Peter Mannebach, who is engaged in the saloon business in Sheboygan, 
was born in the province of Rhine, Germany, on the 22d of October, 1872, and 
is a son of Nicholas and Johanna (Scharf) Mannebach, both of whom are still 
living, he at the venerable age of seventy-five and she at sixty-nine.. The father, 
who was a weaver in the old country, emigrated to the United States with his 
wife and the younger members of the family, after our subject had located in
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boiler and machine shop in New Holstein, Wisconsin, in 1883. He remained jn 

that place, then a town of about three hundred population, for nine and a half 

years, conducting his business under the firm style of J. H. Optenberg & Com- 

pany and meeting with success in his undertaking. He extended the scope of 
his activities to include general metal work and the handling of contracts for com. 

plete steam power plants. He suffered great losses, however, when a fire entirely 
destroyed his plant in New Holstein and thirty days later his home in Oshkosh 

was burned to the ground. This left him not only without capital and property 

but with an indebtedness of twelve hundred dollars. However, his business 

integrity and enterprise had won him the confidence of some good farmer friends 
in the community, who advanced him a loan of two thousand dollars, this con- 

stituting the capital with which he embarked for the second time in the manu- 
facturing business. In the enterprise which he then established he admitted to a 
partnership John Lauson, who is at the present time at the head of the Lauson 

plant at New Holstein. The two men, energetic, determined and ambitious, 
speedily built up a good trade and were soon able to compete successfully with 
outside firms in bidding on contracts. Mr. Optenberg retained the plant at New 
Holstein until 1893, when, purchasing his partner’s interest, he removed to 
Sheboygan, where especially good inducements had been offered him to locate. 
Among the prominent men of the city who had encouraged him to change his 
location were J. M. Kohler, A. D. Barrows and David Jenkins. The citizens of 
Sheboygan agreed to give him a bonus of eight hundred dollars for locating there 
but a financial panic coming on soon after paralyzed business to such an extent 

that only a part of the amount was ever paid him. He had the choice of the 

purchase of two locations in the selection of a site for his new factory, one at the 
. corner of South Seventh and Georgia streets and the other at South Seventh 

street and Clara avenue. He decided upon the latter, partly owing to a promise 
made by the Chicago & Northwestern Railway to build a spur of their main line 

to his works, which promise, however, was not kept. He had also understood 
that South Seventh street would be cut through to his site, but this was not 
done until 1895, in which year the council passed an ordinance opening the 
street. On establishing business in Sheboygan he admitted Henry Potts to a part- 

nership, which was continued until 1895, when Mr. Potts sold out to Mr. Sonne- 

man, who continued in the business until 1897, when the present corporation 
was formed under the name of The Optenberg Iron Works. The officers of the 
company are: J. H. Optenberg, president; William F. Moeller, vice president 

and treasurer; and R. W. Busse, secretary. Since its incorporation this firm 

has continued with its original officers and has conducted a general boiler and 
metal manufacturing and machine shop and has also done a general contracting 
business in heating plants. They employ from thirty to seventy men according 
to the season and pay the highest wage in the city, their pay roll amounting to 
over three thousand dollars per month. Since 1903 Mr. Optenberg has devoted 
a great deal of his time to designing machinery and simplifying shop practice. 

He has several very valuable patents, two of them being flanging clamps, which 
are now in use all over the country. The business has grown steadily along 
substantial lines and its increasing patronage is indicative of excellent workman- 

ship and of creditable methods employed.
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the mother of three children: William F.; Otto, who is engaged in farming in 

Wilson township; and Ella, the wife of William Adams, of Wilson. 

William F, Bahlow was educated in the common schools of Wilson township 

and later took a course in the German school at Sheboygan Falls, being con- 
firmed there on the 7th of April, 1895. After laying aside his text-books he 
learned the carpenter’s trade, a vocation which he followed for eleven years. In 

1907 he purchased a farm which his father had previously owned on section 5, 

in Wilson township, which comprises fifty-three acres of well improved and 

highly fertilized land, and he is devoting his attention chiefly to dairying, dis- 
posing of his milk and cream to the cheese factories in the neighborhood. 

Mr. Bahlow was married in Sheboygan Falls township, April 6, 1907, to Miss 

Leonora Hemschemeyer, a daughter of Christ and Louis (Goebel) Hemsche- 

meyer. Her father, a blacksmith by trade, resides at Sheboygan Falls. Unto 

Mr. and Mrs. Bahlow have been born three children: Edwin, aged three years, 

Norma, aged two years; and Melvin B., who was born January 10, 1912. Mr. 

Bahlow is recognized as one of the substantial farmers of the community. He 

possesses an excellent reputation, stands high in the community and is respected 

by all who know him. 

JOSEPH ZIESEL: 

Joseph Ziesel has for many years past been identified with agricultural pur- 

suits and mercantile interests, constantly improving his financial condition as 

the years have passed. He was born July 15, 1855, and is a son of August and 

Augusta (Steimle) Ziesel, both being natives of Germany and at an early day 

emigrating to this country, settling first at Two Rivers, Wisconsin. Mr. Ziesel 

later removed with his family to Sheboygan Falls township, where he located 

upon a farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits. To Mr. and Mrs. Ziesel seven 

children were born, three of whom are still living: Catherine, the wife of John 

Schwartz, who is engaged in farming in Greenwood, Clark county, this state; 

Joseph, the subject of this review; and Margaret, the wife of Roger Williams, 

residing in California. 

Joseph Ziesel was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 

tion in the district schools. He was employed on his father’s farm during the 
early years of his life. At the age of thirty-two years he purchased a store in 
Franklin and was there engaged in the general mercantile business for a period 
of two years, after which he sold that property and purchased a store in 

St. Kilian, Fond du Lac county, where he engaged in the general mercantile busi- 
ness and continued to give his entire attention to his establishment for the suc- 
ceeding nine years, during which time he twice suffered loss by fire of his entire 
stock and buildings. Having met with such disastrous misfortunes, he removed 
his residence and business to Plymouth, where he rented suitable quarters in 
which he opened a general mercantile business, and there continued for a period 
of three years, He eventually sold his stock of goods at Plymouth and pur- 
chased a store property at Elkhart Lake, where he again engaged in the general 
mercantile business, remaining in that location for four years. At the end of
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that time he exchanged his property at Elkhart Lake for a farm in Sheboygan 

county and the six years following he was engaged in agricultural pursuits. This 
land together with its farm equipment he traded for a saloon at No. 1730 South 

Eighth street and at that place he has been giving his attention to his business 
for the past three years. Mr. Ziesel is a genial and social man and well known 

throughout the county and in his last and new venture in business he has met 
with gratifying success. 

Mr. Ziesel was united in wedlock on the 8th of June, 1880, to Miss Josephine 

Biskobing. Mrs. Ziesel is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Biskobing. Her parents 

were both natives of Germany, who emigrated to America many years ago and 

were married in the city of Detroit, Michigan. To Mr. and Mrs. Ziesel eleven 

children have been born, nine of whom are still living: Josephine, Meta, Lena, 

Theresa, August, Francis, Joseph, Alfred and Esther, all of whom have been 

well educated. Having been engaged in business in various parts of the county 

of Sheboygan, Mr. Ziesel has come in contact with a great number of people of 
this county and is one of the well known men throughout this portion of the 
state. His long years of experience as a prosperous merchant brought him in 

contact with all classes of people in the various communities in which he was 

engaged in the conduct of his business. He is an up-to-date and prosperous man, 
giving careful attention to his affairs and devoting himself to the best interests 

of his family. 

THOMAS DUNN. 

Thomas Dunn, many years of whose life have been devoted to railroad work, 

is the owner of an excellent one hundred and fifteen acre farm in Wilson town- 

ship, upon which he is prosperously engaged at general farming. He was born 

in Holland township, Sheboygan county, January 5, 1857, a son of James Dunn, 

anative of Kings county, Ireland. The father was born in 1830 and when a boy 

emigrated to the new world with his parents, who settled immediately in Hol- 

land township, where the remainder of their years were passed. James Dunn 

received a good common-school education before leaving his native land and on 

coming to Wisconsin secured employment on the Shugart farm, formerly known 

as the A. P. Lyman farm, on the Sheboygan river and now included within the 

limits of Sheboygan. After remaining thus employed for a considerable period 

he engaged in business for himself, operating a freight line by wagon between 

Sheboygan and Fond du Lac, there being no railroad between those cities at that 

time. He continued in the freighting business until after the railroad was com- 

pleted between the two points and then returned to Holland township and pur- 

chased a farm of eighty acres on section 18, where he lived until 1895, when he 

sold that place and retired from active life, thereafter making his home with his 

son Thomas. His death occurred January 24, 1905. While working in Sheboy- 

gan on the A, P. Lyman farm he met Helen Martin, who shortly afterward be- 

came his wife, Their marriage was celebrated in Sheboygan in 1855, when he 

was twenty-five years of age. She was a native of County Wicklow, Treland, 

and emigrated to the new world with friends during her girlhood. After their
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arrival here she entered the employ of Mrs. A. P. Lyman. She is now in her 

seventy-eighth year and enjoys fine health for one of her age, making her home 
with her daughter, Mrs. Crowley, of Milwaukee. In her family were seven chil- 

dren, namely: Thomas, of this review; Mary, the wife of William Crowley, of 
Milwaukee; John, a farmer of Ross, Texas; James, engaged in the railroad busi- 

ness; William, residing in Milwaukee; Peter, a farm hand of Holland township; 

and Ellen, the wife of John McLaughlin, of Milwaukee. 
Thomas Dunn received a common-school education in Holland township, 

pursuing his studies at what is known as the Green schoolhouse. He assisted his 
father in the work of the farm, at those times when he was not in school, until 

he attained the age of eighteen years, and then took up railroad work in the ca- 
pacity of a brakeman for the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western, now a part of 

the Northwestern system. Owing to the intelligent interest which he took in his 
work, at the expiration of two years’ service as brakeman he was given the posi- 

tion of conductor by the same company, in which capacity he served for seven 

years. After spending nine years in railroad work he removed to Waldo, Ala- 
chua county, Florida, where he purchased an orange grove which he operated 

for three years. During the third year of his residence in that state a severe frost 

killed his entire grove, the trees all being young and not sufficiently hardened to 
withstand the unusually cold season. He then sold his property there and re- 
turned to Holland township, where for one year he cultivated his. father’s farm. 
As the latter then sold his place Mr. Dunn returned to his old occupation of rail- 

roading and for two years held a position as conductor in the employ of the Great 
Western, his “run” being from Chicago to Dubuque, Iowa. He later served in a 
like capacity for the Rock Island company between Council Bluffs and Phillips- 
burg, Kansas. He again returned to Wisconsin and worked in the railroad yards 
in Milwaukee for two years, after which he came to Wilson township and bought 
the farm of one hundred and fifteen acres on section 2 upon which he now lives. 

Mr. Dunn was married *in Sheboygan, November, 10, 1882, to Miss Mary 
Graff, a daughter of Nicholas Graff, more extended mention of whom is made 

elsewhere in this work. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dunn three children were born, 

namely: Lillian, the wife of Edwin Gill, of Omaha, Nebraska; Agnes, also liv- 

ing in that city; and Herbert, at home. In his political affiliation Mr. Dunn is 

a democrat. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias lodge and is actively inter- 
ested in that order. He is a member of the Catholic church of Sheboygan, his 

life conforming to the profession which he makes. He is among the prosperous, 
enterprising and substantial men of his township, has an extended acquaintance 
and is highly esteemed by his friends and the neighbors with whom he mingles. 

AUGUST VOWINKEL 

August Vowinkel, who has been Conducting a plumbing business at No. 815 
Indiana avenue for the past sixteen years, was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Ger- 
many, on the 11th of February, 1849, and is a son of Martin and Christine Vo- 
Winkel, both of whom passed their entire lives in the old country.
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After leaving school August Vowinkel obtained employment in a brickyard, 
and as he was an intelligent youth of diligent habits and earnest purpose he was 
promoted until he held the position of contractor. He retained this position until 
1875, when together with his bride he took passage for America, with New York 

city as his destination. From there he went to Erie, Pennsylvania, where he ob- 
tained employment as foreman in a brickyard. He later withdrew from the ser- 
vice of the Erie company to take charge of a brickyard and sewer pipe manufact- 
uring establishment in St. Louis. In 1879, he came to Sheboygan, and for a time 
was employed in Keller’s brickyard, but he subsequently became malt master at 

: Schreier’s brewery, following which he engaged in the saloon business until he 
and his son started the business they are now conducting. This has proven to 
be a very successful undertaking, the business having developed in a highly sat- 

isfactory manner from the first, and is now yielding a good annual income. 
Near Standem, Rhine, Germany, Mr. Vowinkel was married on the Ist of 

April, 1875, to Miss Margaret Zimmermann, a daughter of Stephen and Kathe- 
rine Zimmermann, who died in Bavaria, Germany, where they are buried. Four- 

teen children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Vowinkel, three of whom died in 

infancy. Those living are as follows: Juliana, who married Charles Hane, of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Helene, the wife of Charles Simono, first lieutenant of 

the life saving station; August J., who is a plumber at Sheboygan; Clara, who is 
keeping books for her father and living at home; Jennie, who is also at home; 
William, a plumber in the employ of his father; Alma, the wife of Joshua 

Ritchie, who is a railroad employe; Hugo, a plumber, who is assisting his father ; 
George, who is also a plumber; Ella, who is a student in high school; and Vera, 
who is attending the parochial school. The family reside at No. 621 Alabama 

street, where Mr. Vowinkel has erected a very comfortable modern house. 
The fainily are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, and Mr. Vo- 

winkel belongs to the Germania Association. His political allegiance he has ac- 
corded to the democratic party ever since granted the right of franchise, as he be- 

lieves that their principles are best adapted to serve the highest interests of the 
majority. 

é FREDERICK C. LANGNER. 

General farming and dairying engage the attention of Frederick C. Langner, 
who owns and operates eighty-two acres of well improved and highly cultivated 

land on sections 16 and 17, Lima township, this county. He was born on the 

old homestead located on section 17 of this township on the 27th of June, 1871, 
and is a son of Frederick William and Carlina Langner, well known pioneer 

residents of Sheboygan county. The father’s birth occurred June 12, 1827, at 
Schlabitz by Militsch, Silesia, Germany, and he was a son of Charles and Susanna 
(Benisch) Langner. In 1854 he married Miss Caroline Giersemehl, and they 

became the parents of two sons and four daughters, as follows: Frederick 
C., of this review; William F., a farmer and landowner of Lima township, of 

whom a sketch appears elsewhere in this work; Rose, who married John Dank- 

wart, both of whom are deceased; Caroline, who passed away at the age of four-
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teen; Mary, who passed away when a child of ten; and Augusta, who married 
Henry Hartman and died the following year. The father settled in Sheboygan 
county in 1858. 

The early life of Frederick C. Langner was very similar to those of other 
lads reared in the rural districts of Wisconsin during the pioneer period. He 

obtained his education in this township, having been a student in the school in 

district No. 3, which he attended until he had mastered the common branches. 

While still in his early boyhood he was assigned regular duties about the farm, 

assisting in its cultivation until he was seventéen years of age when he left the 
parental roof and went to Sheboygan to learn the carpenter’s trade. He remained 

there for two years and then returned home, and resumed his agricultural pur- 

suits, residing with his parents until he was married, at the age of twenty-two. 
Immediately following this event he rented the farm adjoining the homestead 
from his father, and has ever’since devoted his time and energy to its cultivation. 
For twelve years thereafter he rented the property, but in April, 1905, he pur- 
chased it. During the period of his ownership, Mr. Langner has greatly increased 
the value of the property by the erection of a new house, barn and other build- 
ings, and he has also introduced many modern improvements that have largely 
added to the convenience and appearance of the place. He engages in diversified 
farming, raising an extensive variety of crops, in connection with which he is 
also engaged in dairying, his cattle being graded Holsteins. The efforts of Mr. 
Langner have been attended with more than average success, as he is diligent 
and practical in his methods and executes his work in a well defined and syste- 
matic manner. The condition of his fields and stock and the general appear- 
ance of his place, bespeak capable supervision and intelligent regard for details. 

On the 5th of November, 1893, Mr. Langner consummated his plans for a 
home of his own by his marriage to Miss Minnie Damron, a daughter of Gott- 
fried and Mary Damron, well known residents of Sheboygan Falls township, 
and to them have been born two daughters, Meta and Edna, both of whom are at 
home. The family are members of the Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls, 
while politically Mr. Langner gives his support to such men and measures as he 
deems best qualified to subserve the interests of the majority, regardless of party 
affiliation. 

« ANTON NYTES. 

Anton Nytes, a successful agriculturist of Wilson township, who owns one 
hundred and fifteen acres of well improved and fertile land on section 30, where 
he engages in general farming and dairying, is one of the enterprising and thrifty 
citizens Germany has contributed to Sheboygan county. Anton Nytes was born 

* in August, 1841, and is a son of Michael and Josephine Nytes, also natives of 
Germany, who emigrated to the United States in 1846, coming direct to this 
county. The father, who was an agriculturist, first bought some land just north 
of St. George which he cultivated for several years, then disposing of it he pur- 

» chased a farm in Lima township, where he was living when he passed away at 
the age of sixty-five years. 
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As he was a child of only five years when he accompanied his parents on their 
removal to the United States, practically the entire life of Anton Nytes has been 

passed in the vicinity where he is now residing. He attended the district schools 

of Wilson township in his boyhood, but being a member of a family possesseq 
of only limited means his educational advantages were meager as his services 

were required about the farm. Following the death of his father, which oc- 

curred when he was a youth of seventeen, he left home and for five years there- 

after worked as a farm hand. At the end of that time he went to the northern 

part of the state and for two years worked as a teamster in the region of Lake 

Superior. Returning to Sheboygan county he once more took up farm work, 
following this occupation for two years. As he was thrifty and temperate in his 

habits he accumulated sufficient money to buy sixty acres of land in 1867, and 

engaged in farming on his own account. Later he extended the boundaries of 
his farm by the addition first of twenty acres and subsequently of forty, mak- 

ing his holdings aggregate one hundred and twenty acres, about five of which 
have since been taken by the railroad and electric line. In connection with his 
general farming for many years Mr. Nytes owned and operated a threshing out- 
fit not only in Wilson township but throughout Sheboygan county, where he is 
widely known. He is enterprising and diligent in everything he undertakes and 
owns a well cultivated and valuable property. In connection with his general 

farming he has always raised such stock as was needed about the place and he 
also engages in dairying to a certain extent. 

; For his wife and helpmate, Mr. Nytes chose Miss Josephine Bock, the event 

being celebrated at St. George’s Roman Catholic church in Wilson township, 

and they have become the parents of thirteen children, six of whom are deceased. 

; The living are as follows: Michael and August, both of whom are residing at 

Kaukauna; Mattie, who is at home; and Mary, the wife of Adam Holtzshu, also 

of Kaukauna; Rosa, who married John Kluster, of Sheboygan; and Anna and 

Josephine, who are living at home. 
The family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, holding mem- 

bership in St. George’s parish, Wilson township, and Mr. Nytes is a stanch 
democrat in his political views. He has made his own way from early youth and 
such success as has come to him in the development of his interests is entirely 

attributable to his own efforts, as he has been favored with no assistance other 

than is accorded every man of recognized worth and responsibility. 

W.S. PIPER, 

W. S. Piper, the president of the Sheboygan Novelty Company, a position 
which he has held since 1908, was born September 11, 1876, in New Holstein, 

Calumet county, Wisconsin. The father, G. A. Piper, was also born in Calumet 
county, and is a mechanic by trade. Both he and his wife are still living and 
reside in Sheboygan. The grandfather was a native of Schleswig-Holstein and 

came to America in the ’50s, locating in Calumet county, Wisconsin, where he 

farmed and ran a blacksmith shop.
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W. S. Piper, who was reared in Wisconsin, received his education in the 

public schools of that state. Early in his business life he became a photographer, 

an occupation which he followed for five years in Sheboygan and Portage, Wis- 
consin. Having an opportunity in 1901 to become connected with the Sheboygan 

Novelty Company, a position which offered him a better chance for development 
and also promised a better business future, he decided to become identified with 
that concern. He displayed adaptability in his new position and soon became 

proficient in the details of the work. He continued in a comparatively humble 

capacity until 1908, when C. B. Freyberg, the former president, died and the 

subject of this review was elected to the responsible position thus left vacant. 

The Sheboygan Novelty Company was organized April 5, 1890. The first pres- 
ident was Obid Mattoon, who served in that capacity until 1892, when he severed 

his connection with the concern. The incorporators of the company were Adolph 
Preussler, Robert Preussler, Obid Mattoon, Charles B. Freyberg and Albert Frey- 
berg, Sr. The manufactured products which the Sheboygan Novelty Company is 
placing upon the market include buffets, china closets, ladies’ desks, bookcases, 

music cabinets, and a general line of high class furniture. 

For his companion in life Mr. Piper chose Miss Alma Freyberg, a daughter 
of C. B. Freyberg, of the C. B. Freyberg Lumber Company. To this union two 
children were born, Walter Jr., and Robert G. Mr. Piper, who has long been a 

resident of Sheboygan and whose successful official connection with the She- 
boygan Novelty Company has given him an excellent standing as a manufacturer 

and business man, ranks among the best citizens of Sheboygan. He has always 
given strict attention to his business, mastering every detail and carefully looking 
after all the departments. He has a large circle of acquaintances and owing to 
his position as president of the Sheboygan Novelty Company he has become ac- 
quainted with large numbers of furniture dealers throughout the middle west. 
He is optimistic by nature and has the faculty of holding the friendship of those 
of his acquaintances with whom he has come to be on intimate terms. 

| 

THOMAS ALEXANDER LONG. 

Thomas Alexander Long, who devotes his time and energies to general agri- 
cultural pursuits, is the owner of an excellent farm of eighty-two and a half acres 
in Lyndon township. His birth occurred in Farmington, Washington county, 
Wisconsin, on the 21st of October, 1856, his parents being James and Margaret 
(Dick) Long, who were born, reared and married in Ireland. Most of the male 
Tepresentatives of the Long family have been seafaring men. James Long 

emigrated to the United States in company with his wife and parents, and it was 

while a sailor on the Great Lakes that the paternal grandfather of our subject 
lost his life by drowning. James Long and his four brothers all followed the sea. 
He spent seven years as a sailor on the ocean and after coming to this county 
sailed on the Great Lakes for about thirty years. During that period he pur- 
chased a tract of forty acres in Farmington, Wisconsin, whereon his wife and 
children resided. Subsequently he sold that property and bought the farm of 
two hundred and ten acres in Lyndon township on which his sons now reside.
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After abandoning the life of a sailor he took up his abode on that farm and 

erected the house in which our subject now lives, there making his home unti) 

the time of his death, which occurred about 1899. His wife, surviving him for a 

number of years, was called to her final rest in 1907. Unto them were born eight 
children, five sons and three daughters, as follows: William, who died in early 

manhood; James; Joseph, who is deceased; one who died in infancy; Thomas 

A., of this review; Katie, who gave her hand in marriage to Joseph Skelton, of 

Madison, Wisconsin; Agnes, who has passed away; and Mary, a resident of 

Madison, Wisconsin. 

Thomas Alexander Long obtained his education in the place of his nativity 
and early became familiar with the labors of the fields, working on the home 

farm when still so young that he needed the assistance of his brother in handling 

the plow. After the family had come to Sheboygan county he assisted in the 

operation of the home farm here until his father’s death and in fact has resided 

thereon to the present time with the exception of a period of four years spent in 

Kansas and one year during which he was employed as a sailor. After the 
father’s demise the homestead was divided between William and Thomas Long, 

the latter receiving eighty-two and a half acres as his share of the property. 
Thomas Long has met with success in his undertakings as an agriculturist and is 
numbered among the substantial and representative citizens of the community. 

In 1879 Mr. Long was united in marriage to Miss Lottie Ogle, a daughter of 
William Ogle. More extended mention of the Ogle family is made on another 
page of this work. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Long have been born eight children, as 

follows: Joseph, who is a resident of Ohio; Francis, living in Colorado; Leo; 

Bernhard, who is deceased ; Lauretta, the wife of William Murphy; Maggie, who 

gave her hand in marriage to Otto Schlenter; and Mary and Lula, both at home. 
Mr. Long gives his political allegiance to the democracy, believing firmly in 

the principles of that party. He is a devout communicant of the Catholic church 

at Cascade. A man of strong character and sterling worth, he well merits the 

high regard in which he is uniformly held. 

JOHN W. HARTMAN. 

John W. Hartman is one of the highly esteemed citizens of Oostburg, Wis- 

consin, where he is successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits. He was born 

in Wilson township, May 18, 1864. In the review of Henry W. Hartman, which 

appears on another page of this work, may be found the family record. 

John Hartman was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the district 

schools of Wilson township. He engaged in work on the home farm until the 

time of his father’s death and for the following five years in company with his 

brothers, he remained at the old homestead, engaged in the cultivation of the 

farm. At the end of that time the estate was divided between the three sons, 
the share of each being a farm of eighty acres. After receiving his allotment 

of the old homestead, John Hartman built a residence and all the necessary farm 

buildings upon his eighty acres and there established his home where he con- 

tinued to reside until 1904 at which time he sold sixty-five acres which included
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the building improvements he had made and moved to Oostburg. He later pur- 

chased thirteen acres of ground in the village of Oostburg upon which he erected 
a comfortable residence in which he still resides. He has since purchased more 

land and owns at present twenty-nine acres, in the cultivation of which he is 

engaged. In addition to his farming interests he has also a well established and 

profitable teaming business. 
Mr. Hartman was united in marriage on November 28, 1894, to Miss Cena 

Klompenhower, a daughter of Gerrit and Johana (Westervelt) Klompenhower, 
both of whom were natives of Dinsborlogh, Holland, and emigrated to America in 

March, 1881, settling in Holland township, Wisconsin. Afterward they removed 

to the village of Oostburg where they now reside. To Mr. and Mrs. Hartman 

five children were born, two of whom are deceased. Those living are as follows: 
Alice, William and Anna, aged respectively sixteen, eleven and four and one half 
years. Mr. Hartman is known among his associates as a man of integrity in all 
his business transactions and an enterprising, peace-loving citizen of the county 

in which he resides. 3 

CHRISTIAN H. HOPPERT. 

Christian H. Hoppert is one of the best known and most highly respected 
citizens of Sheboygan county. After many years of hard but successful toil he 
is now living a retired life in his beautiful home located three- quarters of a mile 
west of the city limits of Sheboygan. He was born in Perk-Theerengen, Ger- 
many, November 13, 1858, and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hoppert, both 

of whom were natives of Germany. The father died in that country when the 
subject of this review was in his first year. The mother with her family emi- 
grated to America and established her home in Sheboygan in 1881, where she 
continued to live during the remaining years of her Rfe, her death occurring on 
September 20, 1907. To Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hoppert nine children were born, 

two of whom are now living: Christian H., of this review; and Eva, the wife of 
John Rank, of Lergenheigel, Germany, and the mother of four children. 

Christian H. Hoppert received his early education in the public schools of his 
native land and there learned the trade of a shoemaker. In company with his 
mother he emigrated to America in 1881 and settled in Sheboygan where he at 
once engaged in the shoe manufacturing business, in which he continued without 
interruption until 1907. In that year he disposed of all his interests in the manu- 
facturing business and purchased fifteen acres of land located three-quarters of 
a mile from the city limits of Sheboygan. This property he has very greatly 
improved, having built upon it one of the most picturesque and beautiful country 
residences in this county and in addition he has also made very extensive im- 
provements of various kinds required in the perfecting of a well appointed 
country villa. 

Mr. Hoppert was united in marriage on July 2, 1887, to Miss Sophia Kauf- 
mann, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Kaufmann, both of whom were 
natives of Germany and emigrated to the United States, settling in Sheboygan 
county in 1856. To Mr. and Mrs. Hoppert seven children were born, six of
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whom are now living. Frederick B., born April 10, 1888, was drowned on the 
4th of August, 1896. Martin, a graduate of the Wisconsin University at Madi- 
son, of the class of 1912, received a gold medal from that institution for having 
the best thesis written by a student that year. Earnest H., who is a student of 
the Wisconsin University, is a graduate of the Sheboygan high school, having 
been valedictorian of the class of 1910. Augusta L. resides at home with her 
parents. Arno H. is a pupil of the high school in Sheboygan, a member of the 
junior class. Carl A. is also attending high school in Sheboygan. Benjamin 
William is a pupil of the German school in Sheboygan. 

Mr. Hoppert is not only well known in Sheboygan county but throughout the 

entire middle west, having been engaged for many years in the manufacture and 
sale of shoes. His business transactions brought him in contact with the com- 

mercial interests in the surrounding country and among all his acquaintances 

and business associates he is known to be a man of strictest integrity and high 
ideals of character and life. He is always interested in the improvement and 

advancement of people among whom he has established his home and to the suc- 

cess of every worthy cause he gives the benefit of his influence and liberal 
financial support. He is highly respected and greatly esteemed as one of the 

leading representative men of this part of the state. 

IRA L. HOPKINS. 

Ira L: Hopkins, a well known and prosperous dairyman of Lima township, 

is one of Sheboygan county’s native sons, his birth having occurred in Lyndon 
township, on the 6th of March, 1865. He comes from a family which has long 
been identified with the agricultural pursuits, his paternal grandfather, Ira Hop- 

kins, for whom he was named, having devoted his entire lifetime to general farm- 

ing in New York, in which state he was born. His son, Francis E. Hopkins, the 
father of Ira L. Hopkins, was also a native of the Keystone state, his birth having 
occurred in Carmel, Putnam county, on the 16th of November, 1826. He was 

reared in New York and there continued to live until he had attained the age of 

thirty years, when he came west to Wisconsin, locating in Lyndon township, 

Sheboygan county, and there on a farm which he purchased he made his home 
until 1868. In that year he sold his property and moved to Lima township, there 

purchasing a farm of one hundred and forty acres on section 3, upon which place 

the remainder of his days were spent. He was deeply interested in the political 

situation although he never sought nor desired public office for himself, and he 

served as trustee of the First Baptist church of Sheboygan Falls for a number of 
years, both he and his wife being active and helpful in the work of that organiza- 

tion. Ere taking up his abode in Wisconsin he had been married, in New York 

to Miss Sarah J. Hyatt, who was born in Dutchess county, New York, on the 12th 

of February, 1834. She passed away in the month of April, 1907, having long 
survived her husband, whose death occurred June 14, 1889. Mrs. Hopkins had 
several brothers who served in the Civil war. Her children were five in num- 

ber, of whom four are living, as follows: Fowler, who is engaged in farming
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near Holcombe, Chippewa county, Wisconsin; Esther, the wife of George Kal- 

merton, of Sheboygan Falls; Ira L., our subject and Cora, the wife of E. G. 

Holden, of Sheboygan Falls. 
Ira L. Hopkins acquired his education in the public schools, being graduated 

from the high school at Sheboygan Falls, and under the direction of his father 

he acquired a thorough practical training which well equipped him for the duties 

that came to him with an independent career. He continued to assist his father 

in the work of the home farm until he was twenty-eight years of age and then, in 
order to relieve his father from further business cares he assumed entire control 

of the home place and managed it for him until the latter’s death three years 

later. At that time he came into possession of the old homestead and has since 
continued in its cultivation. It consists of one hundred and forty acres located 
on section 3, Lima township, and as a result of the care and attention bestowed 

upon it is one of the valuable properties of the township. Mr. Hopkins gives 
the greater part of his time to his dairy interests and through his efforts in this 
branch of agricultural pursuits has won for himself a distinctive place among the 

prosperous and prominent residents of his locality. He has a fine herd of the 
highest grade of Holstein cattle, at the head of which is a pure-blooded bull, and 
the excellence of his product has created a great demand for it in the market, 

selling at ruling prices. 3 
In Sheboygan Falls, on the 14th of January, 1892, Mr. Hopkins was united in 

marriage to Miss Lucy Fairweather, of Sheboygan Falls, and unto them have 
been born three children, Lucile, Jessie and Eleanor, aged respectively nineteen, 
seventeen and fifteen years. The eldest daughter, who is a graduate of the She- 
boygan Falls high school, has considerable musical talent and has received ex- 
cellent instruction on the piano. The parents are active in the work of the First 
Baptist church of Sheboygan Falls, of which both are valued members, and Mr. 
Hopkins has served as superintendent of the Sunday school for the past twenty 
years. He takes great interest in the public affairs of the community, voting the 
republican ticket, and for one year served as assessor. Success in large measure 

has come to Ira L. Hopkins, but it is a success reckoned not alone in terms of 
material gain, although he has prospered in his business undertakings, but also 

by those higher, better things in life—scores of friends, the respect and confidence 

of his fellowmen, a clean reputation—which are won only by a career char- 

acterized by high purposes and noble ideals. 

FREDERICK AUGUST BECKEL, M. D., P. H. D., LL. D. 

The latter part of the long and distinguished professional career of Dr. Fred- 
erick August Beckel was spent in the city of Sheboygan, in the practice of 

medicine. His earlier years were passed as a student, instructor and chaplain 

in the American Civil war and in the Franco-German war. Dr. Beckel was born 
in Hanover, Germany, March 21,- 1825, and in his native city and country he 

received a good college education. On account of the German Revolution, he 
emigrated to the new world in 1848 and settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where 
he engaged in teaching schgol in the Markam Academy, now the German Amer- 
ican Academy, a position which he most acceptably filled for several years. He
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next settled in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where he continued teaching for several 

years and a large number of the business men of that city who are still living 

were his pupils. Having become an American citizen, his patriotism led him to 

enlist in 1863 for service in the Civil war and he became a chaplain of the Thirty- 

fourth Wisconsin Infantry, in which capacity he served for one year. In 1865 
he went to Europe, where he entered a medical college, and after taking a thor- 

ough course he returned to America and to Wisconsin, settling in Antigo, where 

he practiced medicine for some time, after which he again returned to Europe, 

pursuing medical studies until he received his diploma. He volunteered his 

services as a physician in the Franco-German war and after serving one year 

therein once more returned to America, this time settling in Sheboygan, where 

during the rest of his active life he was engaged in the practice of his profession. 
Dr. Beckel was married in the year 1849 to Miss Henrietta Tesch and to this 

union seven children were born, two of whom survive: H. A. Beckel, editor of 

the American Contractor, who is married and has one daughter, Ethel I. Marie; 

and Amanda M., living in the old home at 1317 North Eighth street. The death 

of Dr. Beckel, which occurred May 18, 1903, marked the passing of a greatly 

respected citizen, a beloved physician and an indulgent husband and father. He 

was survived by his wife, who lived until May 24, 1910. The remains of this 
worthy couple now lie side by side in the Forest Home cemetery at Milwaukee. ° 
Dr. Beckel was prominent not only in professional and social circles in Wisconsin 

but also as an active member of the Masonic fraternity, the Odd Fellows, the 
Grand Army post and the Knights of Pythias lodge, in the latter of which he 
was past grand chancellor of the state of Wisconsin. The long active career of 
Dr. Beckel as a teacher, chaplain and physician, was marked throughout with a 
kindness and understanding which characterized him in all his undertakings and 
endeared him to the hearts of a large number of people with whom he came in 

contact. Although successful as success is counted in material gain, his life 
work was essentially one of love and was devoted to the betterment of humanity, 

the alleviation of pain and distress and the intellectual enlightenment of the people 

he served. He will not soon be forgotten by the multitude of friends with whom 

he surrounded himself and who at his passing suffered an irreparable loss. 

HARRISON JOSLIN. 

Harrison Joslin, who successfully engages in general agricultural pursuits, 

stock-raising and dairying five miles west of Sheboygan Falls in the township of 

that name, where he owns one hundred and fifty-three acres of highly cultivated 

land, was born on the farm he now owns on June 19, 1862. His father, Charles 

A. Joslin, was a native of Oneida county, New York, but in his early manhood 

he came west and in 1854 bought the land in Sheboygan Falls township, which 
now belongs to his son Harrison. Unceasing diligence, perseverance afd determi- 

nation of purpose enabled him to develop his farm until it became one of the val- 

uable properties of his community, and here he passed away in 1877. He mar- 

ried Miss Anna Schillich, the event occurring in Sheboygan Falls, and to them 

were born nine children: Frances, who married George Goodwin, of Bur-



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 415 

lington, Wisconsin, who died in 1908; Charles, a farmer of Sheboygan Falls 

township; Alice, the wife of Fred Pierce, of Michigan; Mariette, who died in 

1887, the deceased wife of Rollo Dye, of Taylor county, Wisconsin, who had a son 

residing in Carlton county, Minnesota; Harrison, our subject; William, who 

is married and residing at Cascade, this county; Sarah, who died in childhood; 

Antoinette, the wife of G. Obbelode; and Nancy, also deceased, who was living 
with her mother on the old homestead when she passed away in 1806. 

Practically the entire life of Harrison Joslin has been passed amid the scenes 
of his present home. He was reared in very much the same manner as other 

country youths of the period, attending the district schools in the acquirement of 
his education, and devoting much of his leisure time to assisting with the work 
of the fields and care of the stock. After the death of his father he purchased 

the old home farm, and has ever since devoted himself to its further cultivation 

and improvement with gratifying results. His fields have been brought into a 
high state of productivity and in connection with their cultivation he engages in 
stock-raising, making a specialty of dairying. 

Mr. Joslin was married on the 30th of April, 1900, to Miss Lucy Minsterman, 
a daughter of Frederick and Augusta Minsterman, natives of Germany, who 
came to the United States in early life, and subsequently located on a farm in 
Sheboygan township. There the father still resides, but the mother passed away 
in 1903. Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Joslin, as follows: Harry, 

who died in 1902; David, Mildred and Erwin, who are attending school; Ralph, 
who died in infancy; and Hazel. Mrs. Joslin is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. Mr. Joslin is leading a life of enterprise and intelligently di- 
rected activity as is evidenced by the appearance and condition of his farm, which 

is one of the well kept and attractive properties of the township. 

MICHAEL LIEBL. 

Michael Liebl is one of the enterprising and successful farmers of Sheboygan 
township where he is engaged in general farming, being at present the owner of 
the homestead upon which his birth occurred, May 27, 1876. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs, Michael Liebl, Sr., both of whom were natives of Germany and 

who emigrated to America at a very early date, settling first at Calumet in the 

upper Michigan copper mining district, where they continued to reside for a 
period of ten years. In 1866 the father removed with his family to Sheboygan 
Falls township and there settled on a farm located on section 1, where he estab- 
lished his home and continued to live during the remaining years of his life, 
which closed in August, 1900, and the mother passed to her reward in Septem- 
ber, 1909. To Mr. and Mrs. Michael Liebl, Sr., ten children were born: Mary, 
the deceased wife of J. Carbis, of Iron Mountain, Michigan; Katie, who is the 
wife of Jacob Liebl, of Sheboygan city, Wisconsin; Lena, who married John 
Vogt, and resides in Chicago; Annie, the wife of Henry King, also a resident 
of Chicago; Grace, who is the wife of William Klettien, of Sheboygan town- 
ship; Michael, the subject of this review; Louisa, who was a resident of She- 
boygan township, where she passed away at the age of thirty-six years; May, the
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wife of William Pepple, a resident of Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan; John, who 

is married and resides in Mosel township, Wisconsin; and Carrie, the widow 

of Leonard Niebler, of Port Washington, Wisconsin, who passed away in May, 

I9II, since which time Mrs. Niebler has resided in Sheboygan city. ‘ 
Michael Liebl was reared in his parents’ home and received his early educa- 

tion in the district schools of Sheboygan township. After completing his school 
course he was engaged in work on his father’s farm. He later purchased the old 

homestead and has since continued to devote his time to its cultivation. His farm 

is one of the finest in his portion of the state. 
Mr. Liebl was united in marriage Octobér 17, 1901, to Miss Elizabeth Mueller, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mueller, both of whom were natives of 
Germany and emigrated to the United States at an early date, settling on a farm 
in Sheboygan township, her father being one of the very first settlers in that 

part of Sheboygan county. ! 
Both father and mother passed away many years ago. Mr. and Mrs. Liebl 

are members of the Catholic church of Sheboygan. He has been a director of 
the school board in his district for the past six years and is one of the best known 

and among the most highly respected citizens of Sheboygan county. 

JOHN A. ZUURMOND. 

John A. Zuurmond for many years was successfully engaged in farming in 

Wilson township. In 1911 he retired from the active cultivation of his farm 
and removed to Oostburg, where he is now engaged in the fire insurance busi- 
ness, being the authorized agent for several well known insurance companies. 

He was born in Holland township, January 30, 1855, and is the son of Adrian 
and Johanna T. (Arentsen) Zuurmond, both of whom were natives of the Nether- 

lands. The father was born in the province of Zeeland, December 14, 1830, 

and with his parents emigrated to America at fourteen years of age. His 
father’s family settled in New York, where they remained for three years and 
then removed to Wisconsin and settled in Wilson township on a farm located 
on section 31, where they continued to live for many succeeding years, and there 

the grandmother of our subject passed away. The grandfather later lived with 

his son Adrian until the time of the former’s death. 
Adrian Zuurmond remained under the parental roof for some time after his 

father settled in Wilson township and eventually started in life for himself, work- 

ing as a farm hand and also at various other kinds of employment for several 

years, at one time being employed in a sawmill at Gibbsville. He was a man of 
unremitting industry and by the constant practice of economy he was able to pur- 

chase a beautiful farm in Holland township, located on section 6, range 23, where 

he established his home and continued to live until 1876. While engaged in the 

development and cultivation of his farm he also operated a profitable contracting 

and building business until 1878, at which time he retired from active business 

and removed to Oostburg, where he continued to reside until 1883 and then 

purchased a farm of seventy-seven acres, located on section 29 in Wilson town-
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ship, on which he resided until the time of his death, which occurred January 3, 
igit, when he had attained the age of eighty years. He was united in marriage 
to Miss Johanna T. Arentsen in 1853. Mrs. Zuurmond was also a native of the 

Netherlands and was born in the province of Gelderland, January 8, 1828. She 

emigrated with her parents to this country in 1848 and passed away on the 29th 

of June, 1895, at the age of sixty-seven years. To Mr. and Mrs. Zuurmond was 
born one child, John A., of this review. 

John A. Zuurmond was reared in his parents’ home and educated in a common 

school in Holland township. He remained under the parental roof until he was 

eighteen years of age and at that time he removed to Waseca, Minnesota, where 

he learned the cabinetmaker’s trade. He remained in Minnesota, working at his 
trade for two years, after which he returned to Oostburg, where he opened a 
cabinet shop for himself, which he operated for a number of years. He later 

disposed of his shop and moved to his father’s farm in Wilson township, where 
he continued to reside and devote his attention to general farming until 1911, 
at which time he rented the farm to his sons and removed to Oostburg, where 
he has since been engaged in the fire insurance business and as a notary public. 

In Wilson township, on June 27, 1884, Mr. Zuurmond was united in marriage 
to Miss Aplonia Dana, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Dana, the father being 
president of the Bank of Oostburg. To Mr. and Mrs. Zuurmond four children 
have been born: Edward, who is operating the home farm and who on January 
13, 1909, wedded Miss Jennie Wiekamp, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John 
Wiekamp, of Holland township; Susan, who is engaged in the millinery business 
and resides at home; Anna, who is also a milliner and who devotes a portion of 

her time to that occupation in Milwaukee; and Peter, who in company with his 

brother Edward, resides on his father’s farm, where he is engaged in general 
farming. 

Mr. Zuurmond is a loyal member of the republican party and has served as 
a state delegate at several conventions of that party. He is a member of the 
Christian Reformed church and for a number of years past has served as a deacon 
in the local church of that denomination at Oostburg. John A. Zuurmond is one 
of the representative and highly respected citizens of Wilson township and a man 
whose Christian character and influence are helpful and inspiring to the com- 
munity in which he lives. 

JOHN DASSOW. 

John Dassow is now living retired upon his farm of eighty acres four miles 
west of Sheboygan, Falls and is enjoying a period of rest after a life of activity 
along business, political and. agricultural lines. He is one of the foremost citi- 
zens of Sheboygan Falls township and has always been an active force in the 
development of its resources and the promotion of its industries. He is a native 
of Germany, his birth having occurred in Mecklenburg, August 10, 1845. His 

Parents were Hans and Anna (Witt) Dassow, both natives of Germany, who 
came to the United States in 1861-and settled in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. 
The father was a true German, industrious, energetic and economical, and at
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the end of four years he was able to buy one hundred and thirty acres of lang 

in this district, which he improved and cultivated until his death in 1902. His 

wife survived him for six years, her death occurring in Sheboygan Falls town- 

ship in 1908. They were the parents of eight children, four of whom are still 
living: John, the subject of this review; Henry, who is married and resides at 
Sheboygan Falls; Louis, who lives with his wife in Minnesota; Frank, who is 

also married and a resident of Menominee, Wisconsin, and is a cabinet and piano 

maker ; two who died in Germany in infancy; William, who moved to Medford 

upon his marriage and was accidently killed in 1903; and one other child who died 
in infancy. 

John Dassow was educated in the public schools of his native country and 

was sixteen years of age when he came with his parents to Sheboygan county, 

Wisconsin. In the spring of 1864 he enlisted in Company G, Thirty-sixth Wis- 
consin Volunteer Infantry. His regiment under command of Colonel Haskell 

was stationed for a short time at Camp Randall, near Madison, Wisconsin. It 

was then ordered to the front and assigned to a position in the Army of the 

Potomac, then one of the best equipped and organized forces of the Federal army. 

Mr. Dassow participated in the battle of Cold Harbor June 3, 1864, where he 
witnessed the defeat of the northern forces. He participated in the battle of 

Hatcher’s Run, in which his regiment was under fire continuously during the 

engagement. The winter of 1864 to 1865 was spent in winter quarters and in 
the spring of the latter year the regiment followed the line of the enemy with 

occasional engagements until the famous surrender at Appomattox. John Das- 

sow saw General Lee hand over his sword to General Grant in token of sur- 
render and in July, 1865, received his honorable discharge at Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, after almost two years of worthy service in his country’s cause. He 
returned immediately to Sheboygan county, where he engaged in various occupa- 

tions along agricultural and industrial lines. For twenty-five years he owned 
and operated the Sheboygan County Mills and was also interested during that 
time in several local cheese factories. He has a keen instinct for business, sound 

judgment and a discriminating mind and these qualities have made his career in 
manufacturing circles of Sheboygan county successful. For some time he inter- 
ested himself in real estate, buying and selling several tracts of land in Sheboygan 

county and showing in his operations keen discrimination and knowledge of 
values. He is now the owner of eighty acres four miles west of Sheboygan 

Falls, where he is living a retired life with one of his sons, who manages the 
farm and directs the operations incident to the carrying on of his father’s business. 

John Dassow was married June 26, 1871, to Miss Sophia Schoenrock, @ 

native of Germany who came to America with her parents at an early date. Her 
father, John Schoenrock, died several years ago and the mother passed away in 
Sheboygan Falls township, July 12, 1912. Mr. Dassow and his wife are the 
parents of eight children: Emma, the wife of Gustave Blanke, a prominent 

farmer of Sheboygan Falls township; William, who is married and follows the 

milling trade in the same district; August, also married, who is engaged in 

the occupation of farming in Sheboygan county; Herman, who is married, 2 
merchant in Wood county, Wisconsin; Minnie, who married William Fisher, 
a farmer near Plymouth; John, who lives with his wife on his father’s farm;
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Alice, who is married to John Peters, a cheese maker in this district ; and Edward, 
married and engaged in cheese making in Mosel township. 

Mr. Dassow is a consistent democrat in his political views and has always 
taken an active interest in the welfare of his section of the country. He served 

as township supervisor for seven years and was chairman of the town board for 

twelve years. He is well known throughout Sheboygan county as an intelligent 
promoter of the cause of education. He served for twenty-five years as treas- 
urer of the local school board and made a record for efficiency and broad-minded- 

ness in this office. On November 8, 1893, he was elected assemblyman from 
the second district of Sheboygan county and in this capacity he served with 
honor for two years. As a veteran of the Civil war he is a member of Richard- 
son Post, No. 12, G. A. R. He has now given up practically all active interest 
in the many affairs with which he was identified during the course of his career. 
He has many friends in Sheboygan county and is well and favorably known 
throughout the district. He can look back upon a long period of activity, 
marked by intelligent service in the cause of the people and by industry and 
energy in the development of the business and agricultural resources of She- 
boygan county. 

WILLIAM D. BERTH. 

Dairy farming and stock-raising are two of the most important industries of 
Sheboygan county. They are closely allied with the occupation of general farm- 
ing and are to a large extent an outgrowth of it. One of the most prosperous men 
identified with this line of activity in this section is William D. Berth, proprietor 
of one hundred and twenty acres of land six miles northwest of Sheboygan 
Falls where he owns a modern dairy and raises fine blooded stock for the market. 
He was born in Germany, January 24, 1855, and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter Berth, who lived and died in their native country. They were the parents 
of eight children, three of whom came to the United States. Minnie married 
Charles Schultz and lives in Plymouth township. Ferdinand is married and 
lives with his wife in Greenbush township. William is the subject of this sketch. 
They landed in America in 1882 and came immediately to Sheboygan county 
where they settled on a farm. 

William D. Berth received his education in the public schools of Germany 
and remained in his native country until he was twenty-seven years of age. He 
emigrated with his brother and sister to this country and settled with them in 
Sheboygan county where he engaged in the occupation of general farming for 
some time. In 1902 he purchased one hundred and twenty acres of land six 
miles northwest of Sheboygan Falls and upon this he now resides. He makes 
a specialty of dairying and has a fine herd of graded cattle. He is keenly inter- 
ested in every new discovery along agricultural lines and gives his personal 
superintendence to the improvement and development of his stock and farm. 
His dairy is clean and sanitary and equipped with every modern appliance 
along the lines of this industry. His graded stock has gained a reputation 
throughout Sheboygan county and obtains a ready sale on the market.
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On the 12th of November, 1892, Mr. Berth was united in marriage to Miss 
Reka Hart, and they are the parents of four children: Anna, the wife of John 
Albright of Sheboygan Falls township; Martha, who married Fred Mueller, and 

now resides in Greenbush township; and Fred and Frieda, who live with their 

parents on the home farm. Mr. Berth is well known and highly esteemed in 

the agricultural circles of Sheboygan county and is recognized as a man who js 

interested in the welfare and development of this section of the country, 

HERBERT A. KALK. 

Herbert A. Kalk is one of the enterprising and successful cheese manufactur- 

ers of Sheboygan county, being at present the owner and proprietor of the Green 
Baum Cheese Factory, located on section 1, Sheboygan Falls township. He was 

born April 28, 1881, in Herman township, and is the son of Julius and_ Louisa 
(Oetling) Kalk, the former a native of Germany and the latter of New York 
city. The father emigrated to America in 1846 and settled on a farm in Herman 
township, where he continued to live for many succeeding years. In 1864 he was 
united in marriage to Miss Louisa Oetling, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Oet- 
ling. Her father was one of the early settlers of Sheboygan county and was at 
one time a member of the state assembly from his district. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Kalk sixteen children were born, namely: Caroline, who resides in Mosel town- 

ship and who is the widow of Louis Kaemmer, whose death occurred in May, 
1911; Iwan, who is married and lives in Bayfield county, Wisconsin; Bertha, who 

is the wife of Chris Neumann, of Herman township; Charles, who is married and 

is engaged in farming in Sheboygan Falls township; Jennie, who married Otto 
Hammersmith, of Sheboygan; William, who was engaged in cheese making and 
whose death occurred in Mosel township in 1898; John F., who is married and is 
engaged in cheese making in Herman township; Lulu, the wife of Arthur Harms, 
who is engaged in the general merchandise business in Potter, Wisconsin; Alfred, 
who is a carpenter and contractor and resides in Duluth, Minnesota; Richard, who 

is married and resides on the old homestead; Ellen, who is the wife of Theodore 

Toedter, of Mosel; Herbert A., of this review; Gilbert, who is a carpenter by 

trade and resides on the old homestead; Elsie, also residing at home; and two 

children who died in infancy. 
Herbert A. Kalk was reared in his father’s home and received his elementary 

education in the public schools of Sheboygan Falls township. Immediately fol- 
lowing the close of his school course he remained under the parental roof and 

was engaged for some time in work on his father’s farm. He later learned the 

trade of a cheese maker and continued to follow that vocation for a period of ten 

years, after which time he purchased a factory of his own, since known as the 

Green Baum Cheese Factory, located on section 1, Sheboygan Falls township. 

For the past seven years he has devoted his attention to the operation of his fac- 

tory and has met with gratifying success. 
On December 12, 1908, Mr. Kalk was united in marriage to Miss Anna 

Klemme, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Klemme, of Sheboygan Falls town- 

ship. The grandparents of Mrs. Kalk were among the early settlers of Sheboygan
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county. Mr, and Mrs. Kalk are the parents of a son, Herold A., who was born 

October 24, 1910. 

Mr. Kalk is the treasurer of the Sheboygan dairy board of trade, the object 

of that organization being that of offering for sale in the open market the cheese 

manufactured within the immediate vicinity at its meetings which occur every 
Tuesday afternoon in the city of Sheboygan. Mr. Kalk is one of the energetic 
and thrifty business men of the county of Sheboygan and a man who is known to 
be reliable in all business matters. 

WILLIAM F. KOEHN. 

William F. Koehn, manager of the city waterworks of Sheboygan, has been 
connected with the city and its business and industrial affairs since 1891. He 
was born October 24, 1862, in the city where he has since lived and labored}'the 

son of Fred and Sidonia (Seifarth) Koehn, both of whom were natives of Kala, 

Saxe-Altenburg, Germany. The parents emigrated to America in 1843, and 

settled in Quebec, Canada. The father later removed to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
where he entered the employ of A. P. Lyman, a commission merchant. Later he 
purchased and conducted a dry-goods and grocery store at the corner of Indiana 
and South Eighth streets. He was so successful in this undertaking that he 
was enabled to purchase another establishment of a similar nature, at the corner 
of North Eighth and Pennsylvania streets. He conducted both of these stores 
until his death, which occurred in 1890. The mother passed away on the 13th of 
March, 1910, and both are buried in the Lutheran cemetery, in the city of their 
adoption. 

William F. Koehn received his primary education in the parochial schools of 
his native city and in 1876 entered the Northwestern Lutheran University at 
Watertown, Wisconsin, from which he was graduated in 1881. He then entered 

the employ of the Pritzlaff Hardware Company of Milwaukee and continued in 

this connection until 1884, when he began working as an engineer on the various 
steamers plying on the great lakes, an occupation which he followed until 1891. 
In that year he was placed in charge of the city waterworks of Sheboygan, a posi- 
tion which he has since held. The plant of which he is now the manager was 
built in 1887 and began operations the following year. The system is complete 

and efficient and under Mr. Koehn’s able management is meeting the demand 
placed upon it and giving uniform satisfaction throughout the city. 

On December 25, 1882, Mr. Koehn was united in marriage to Miss Laura 

Baker, a daughter of George and Marietta Baker, of Lansingburg, Michigan. 
The parents were natives of England and New York respectively. They settled 

in Michigan in early life and came to Sheboygan county in 1904, the death of 
Mr. Baker occurring shortly after their arrival here. The wife survived him 
until 1910 and the remains of both are interred in Wildwodd cemetery. Mr. and 

Mrs. Koehn have become the parents of five children. Calla Lila, who is a grad- 
uate of the high school and also of the Sheboygan Business College, is now em- 

ployed as a stenographer for the firm of Allis-Chalmers of Milwaukee. Joseph, 
who is also a high-school graduate, is an engineer in the employ of the Sheboygan
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Falls Machine Company. Lucy E. graduated from the high school and later 
taught school in district No. 7. She is now the wife of Robert Bentler, who was 
at first employed as a cheese buyer for the Banford Cheese Company of Ply- 

* mouth but is now conducting a branch business at Marshfield, Wisconsin, for 
the same firm. George is a graduate of Lawrence College at Appleton, Wis- 

consin, and has received a fellowship from Lawrence University to the Univer- 

sity of North Dakota where he expects to take the law course. William Koehn, 
Jr., who completes the family, is employed as a machinist in a large machine 

factory at New Holstein, Wisconsin, the firm being engaged in the manufacture 

of engines. 

Mr. Koehn is a member of the Masonic fraternity, and the Modern Wood- 

men lodge. He is an earnest and consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, both himself and wife assisting by way of their influence and personal 
work to make that denomination a potent force for good in the community. 

Through his business connections with the city waterworks system and his fra- 
ternal and church activities Mr. Koehn has become well known throughout the 
city and is universally held in high esteem by all who know him. 

HENRY WALSH. 

Henry Walsh resides on a highly developed farm of one hundred and thirty- 
five acres which he owns, located in Lima township, Sheboygan county, where is 

is successfully engaged in dairy farming. He is a veteran of the Civil war and 
during his years of service in the army was engaged in several hotly contested 

battles. He was born in Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, August 10, 1845, and is 

a son of Patrick and Mary (Plantt) Walsh, both of whom were natives of County 

Cork, Ireland. The father’s birth occurred in March, 1817, and at the age of 

seventeen years he emigrated to America, settling in Boston, May 10, 1834. 

He later found employment in the textile mills at Lowell, Massachusetts, where 
he continued to work until the time of his marriage. Immediately thereafter he 
and his wife moved to Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, where he purchased land 
and was engaged in general farming for the following seven years. At the end 
of that time he sold his property in Milwaukee county and removed to Lima 

township, Sheboygan county, where he purchased eighty acres of land located on 
section 9. There he established his home and continued to live during the remain- 
ing years of his life, which closed August 14, 1891, long past the allotted three 
score years and ten. He was united in marriage to Miss Mary Plantt, who emi- 
grated from Ireland to America with her parents and settled in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. She remained under the parental roof until the time of her wedding, 

which occurred in 1837, and her death occurred in Lima township, May 12, 

1888, at the age of seventy-nine years. 
Henry Walsh was reared in his parents’ home and received his early educa- 

tion in the public schools of Lima township. He remained at home and was 
engaged in work on his father’s farm until eighteen years of age. At that time 

occurred the outbreak of the Civil war and he enlisted in Company C of the 
Fourth Wisconsin Regiment of Volunteer Cavalry and followed his command as
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a private for two years and eight months. He then returned to his home in 

Wisconsin and shortly afterward went to Schoolcraft county, Michigan, where 

he remained for two years. In 1868 he purchased a farm of eighty acres located 

in Lima township and there established his home. He later continued to buy 

adjoining land until he had acquired in all a farm of one hundred and thirty- 
five acres and in the cultivation of this property he has engaged in general farm- 
ing and dairying. 

At Sheboygan on October 1, 1868, Mr. Walsh was united in marriage to 
Miss Frances Hampson, a daughter of James and Frances (Clarke) Hampson, 
the former a native of Scotland and the latter of England. In the latter country 

the parents were married and later emigrated to America, settling first in Ohio. 
The father was a sailor on the high seas during his life in England and after 
reaching America he sailed the Great Lakes. He and his wife spent the last 
years of their lives in Lima township, where they owned a farm. Mr. and 
Mrs. Walsh are the parents of eleven children: Frances, the wife of John Cos- 

grove, who is engaged in farming in Lyndon township; Patrick Henry, who is 
engaged in farming in Nebraska; Kathryn, who owns a homestead in Perkins 
county, South Dakota; George E., who also resides in Perkins county, South 

Dakota; Emma, the wife of Ralph Comstock, of Oregon; James, also residing 
in Perkins county, South Dakota; and Mary, Robert, Ellen, Alfred and Gene- 

vieve, all of whom are at home. 

Mr. Walsh is affiliated with the republican party and has served for several 
terms as chairman of the town of Lima, which office he now holds. During the 

forty-four years he has lived in Lima township he has the distinction of never 
having missed a spring or fall election and each year as it has passed he has 
been honored by being elected to one or more of the offices in his township. He 
and his family are members of St. Rose’s Catholic church of Lima township. 
Mr. Walsh is one of the prosperous farmers of the township in which he resides 
and a man highly esteemed for integrity in all matters of business and for the 
wholesome influence of his Christian character among the people of the com- 
munity in which he lives. 

GOTTLIEB KLEEFISCH. 

Among the business enterprises which feature in the commercial activity of 
Sheboygan is the shoe store owned and conducted by Gottlieb Kleefisch, who as a 
merchant has carried on business here for almost three decades, establishing his 
store in 1883. Throughout the intervening period he has not only carried a large 
line of goods but has enjoyed an enviable reputation by reason of the reliability 
of his business methods. He was born in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, Janu- 
ary 6, 1858, and is an adopted son of Peter and Anna Catherine Kleefisch, who on 
coming to the new world settled in this county, taking up their abode upon a farm 
near Plymouth where the remainder of their days were passed. 

Gottlieb Kleefisch, reared under the parental roof and educated in the public 
schools of the county, learned the trade of shoemaking in early life. He came to 
Sheboygan in 1873 and worked at his trade for a decade, during which period he 
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acquired a sufficient capital to enable him to purchase a stock of shoes and open 
a store. Since that time he has been numbered among the shoe merchants of Shey- 

boygan and his business has constantly grown and developed along broadening 
lines. He now has an extensive patronage and he does everything in his power 

to please his patrons, knowing that satisfied customers are the best advertise- 
ments. 

In the year in which he opened his store Mr. Kleefisch was married to Miss 

Anna Biskobink, a daughter of Joseph and Anna Biskobink. They became the 
parents of five children: Clara, who is living at Chippewa Falls; Helen, a resi- 
dent of Oconto, Wisconsin; Katie, the wife of John Schoemer; and Charles and 

Joseph, both at home. The wife and mother passed away in November, 1806, 
and in 1898 Mr. Kleefisch was again married, his second union being with Mrs. 
Anna Zimbal, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Raih, who had two daughters 
by her first husband, Anna and Lucy. 

In his political views Mr. Kleefisch is a democrat and has served as alderman 

of his city from the fourth ward for eight years. He is a stanch and active worker 
in his party and in public office he put forth earnest and effective effort to ad- 
vance the interests of the city along lines leading to permanent improvement and 

progress. His religious faith is that of the Catholic church. 

HENRY F. VOECHTING. 

Agricultural pursuits have always engaged the attention of Henry F. Voecht- 
ing, who is one of the enterprising citizens of Sheboygan Falls township. He is 
a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred in the township where 

he now resides on the 8th of October, 1877. His parents are Carl and Martha 

(Kohl) Voechting, the father having been born in Milwaukee in 1847, and the 

mother in this county. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Voechting, four 

of whom are living as follows: Otto, who is married and living in Milwaukee; 

Henry F., our subject; Walter, a manufacturer of cheese bandages, residing at 

home; and Oscar, a cheese maker of Herman township. The two last named are 

unmarried. 
The early years in the life of Henry F. Voechting were not distinguished by 

any unusual event, venture or circumstance to differentiate them from those of 

the other lads reared in his community at that period. He attended the district 

school, in the acquirement of an education, and while still quite young began as- 

sisting his father with the lighter work about the farm, his duties increasing as 

his strength and sense of responsibility developed with the passing years. He was 

a useful member of society and a practical agriculturist by the time he had at- 

tained his maturity and soon thereafter began farming for himself. Diligence 

and enterprise united with the Teutonic thrift inborn in him have enabled him to 

make steady progress in the development of his interests from year to year, and 
he is rapidly becoming recognized as an efficient and capable agriculturist. 

On the 20th of September, 1907, Mr. Voechting was united in marriage to 

Miss Emma Henning, a daughter of Michael and Ernstine Henning, farming 

people of Hillsboro, North Dakota. The father is now deceased, but the mother
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is still living and continues to reside in North Dakota. Three children have been 

born to Mr. and Mrs. Voechting: Victor, Isabella and Harold. Mr. and Mrs. 

Voechting are members of the Congregational church and in national politics he 

follows, as did his father, the democratic standard. Mr. Voechting is one of the 

widely and favorably known residents of Sheboygan Falls township and a worthy 

representative of a pioneer family. ~ 

PAUL MOHR. 

Mr. Mohr was born in Sheboygan Falls, July 25, 1884, and is the son of Mr. 

and Mrs. William Mohr, both of whom were natives of Germany. They were 
married in their native land and emigrated to the United States in 1880, settling 
first in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where they continued to reside for a period of 

three years. Later they removed to a farm in Sheboygan Falls township and the 
father was there engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1907, after which the 
family removed to Johnsonville, where Mr. Mohr purchased five acres of ground 

upon which he established his home and retired from active business life. To Mr. 

and Mrs. Mohr were born four children, all of whom survive, namely: William, 

who is married and is engaged as a carpenter in Plymouth; Augusta, who is the 
wife of Ferdinand Mais; Otto, who is married and resides in Merrill, Lincoln 

county, Wisconsin; and Paul, the subject of this sketch. 

Paul Mohr was reared in his father’s home and received his early education in 
the public schools. He remained under the parental roof during the early years 
of his life and later purchased forty acres of land two miles north of Sheboygan 
Falls. He afterward disposed of thirty-five acres of that property, reserving for 
himself the ground on which the buildings stand and where he is at present en- 
gaged in the saloon business, having in connection therewith a dance hall. He is 

also the owner of a blacksmith shop which he operates in connection with his other 
business interests. Mr. Mohr is very successful in the conduct of his business 
and is a man well known throughout the county and city of Sheboygan. 

OTTO BOLL. 

Otto Boll is one of the successful farmers of Sheboygan Falls township where 
he is engaged in general farming and in the raising of high-grade Friesian cattle. 

He was born in Sheboygan Falls May 25, 1886, and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
(Joachim) Boll, both of whom were natives of Germany, and who emigrated to 

the United States, settling on a farm in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. The 
father was a young lad at the time he emigrated with his parents to this country 

and during his active years he was successfully engaged in farming. He now 
lives a retired life making his home with his son Otto. In the family were eight 
children: John, of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin; Emma, the wife of R. P. 
Dassow, of Sheboygan Falls; Gustave, of Lima township; Ernst, of Sheboygan 

township; Otto, our subject; Harry, of Sheboygan Falls township; Elsie, who
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married Lewis Arnoldi, of Sheboygan Falls township; and Adelia, who makes 

her home with her sister Elsie. Otto Boll purchased the old homestead of his 
father where he now resides, and is engaged in general farming and in the 
breeding and raising of dairy and stock cattle, in which business he has attained 
a very gratifying success. 

Mr. Boll was united in marriage on May 20, 1911, to Miss Helen Millert, a 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Millert, both of whom are natives of She- 

boygan county and now reside in Sheboygan Falls township. Mr. and Mrs, 

Boll are members of the Lutheran church and he is a socialist in his political 

belief. Mr. Boll has been very successful in his agricultural pursuits and is one 
of the well known and respected men of this portion of the state. 

J. 0: PARRISH. 

A life of intense and intelligently directed activity has numbered J. O. Parrish 
among the representative agriculturists and stockmen of Lima township, of which 

he is a native, his birth having occurred February 7, 1860, in a log cabin, opposite 
the schoolhouse on that portion of the old Parrish homestead now owned by 

his brother. 

The early years of his life were not unlike those of other farmer lads reared 
in the rural sections of Wisconsin at that period. He acquired his education in 

the district schools and assisted his father with the work of the fields and care 

of the crops until he was of age, when he rented the home farm and began his 
independent career as an agriculturist. Following the death of his father two 
years later he purchased a portion of the old homestead from the other heirs, and 

here he has ever since resided. About the same time he completed his arrange- 
ments for a home by his marriage to Miss Ida C. Oeder, the event being cele- 

brated on the 8th of February, 1883. It is to her Mr. Parrish attributes the 

greater part of the credit for his success, as she is a woman of practical intel- 

ligence and clear judgment. He always seeks her opinion in regard to a con- 
templated business transaction, and says that her foresight and intuition have 

proven of inestimable value to him in the direction of his undertakings, while 

her efficient and capable management of the household affairs has appreciably 
contributed toward their prosperity. They have lived on their farm ever since 
their marriage with the exception of the years 1888 and 1889, when Mr. Parrish 
was on the road as a traveling salesman. He withdrew from this business in the 
fall of 1890, however, and on October 1, of that year, resumed his agricultural pur- 

suits, and has met with more than average success. His principal crops are seed, 

grain and corn. He raises large quantities of the former, the quality of which 
is so superior that it has brought him much more than a local reputation, and as 
a result the demand far exceeds his supply. He is also engaged in stock-raising, 

and is now making a specialty of registered Holsteins and has at the head of his 
herd Sir Reitje De Kol, a grandson of Reitje Pebie De Kol of Pinehurst, one 

of the finest animals in the state. It is Mr. Parrish’s intention ultimately to keep 

only this breed of cattle and with this purpose in view he is gradually disposing 
of his graded stock.
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Mrs. Parrish is a daughter of the late Christopher Oeder, one of the well 

known residents of Lima township, who was for many years actively: identified 

with local politics and served for a long period as chairman of the township. Her 
mother, whose maiden name was Magdalena Etta, has made her home with Mr. 

and Mrs. Parrish ever since the death of her husband. She is a well preserved 

woman of seventy-two years, and enjoys excellent health for one of her age. 
Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Parrish: Grace E., who is teaching in 
Plymouth; Robert J., who for the past three years has been operating the Oeder 
homestead; Edna R., who is keeping house for her brother Robert; Rexford O., 

who expects to complete his course in the agricultural college at Madison dur- 
ing the winter of 1913; Gordon D., a sophomore in the Waldo high school; and 

Alice J., who is at home. 

The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in the work of 

which they take an active interest. Mr. Parrish has been a member of the board 
of stewards and a trustee of the church at Waldo for several years, and teaches 
a Bible class. Mrs. Parrish is also a church member. Mr. Parrish’s political 
allegiance is accorded to the republican party, except in local elections when he 
gives his support to the man he deems best qualified for the office. He takes 
a helpful interest in all affairs affecting the welfare of the community and served 
with efficiency as supervisor of the township. The Parrish homestead is known 
as East View Farm and is one of the most attractive and valuable properties in 
the district. It is located on section 8 and as it has been the home of Mr. Par- 
trish from childhood is greatly endeared to him by reason of its early associations 
as well as those of later years. 

AUGUST ARNOLDI, Jr. 

August Arnoldi, Jr., is one of the successful stockmen of Sheboygan Falls 
township, where he owns and operates a farm of eighty acres located three miles 
north of Sheboygan Falls. He is the eldest son of August and Catharine (Kohl) 
Arnoldi, and was born on the old family homestead, a portion of which he now 
owns and cultivates. His parents are natives of Germany, whence they emi- 
grated to the United States in early life with their parents, and were married 
in Sheboygan county. They subsequently acquired a large tract of land in this 
township, to the further cultivation and improvement of which the father devoted 
his energies for many years with increasing success. He has now retired from 
active work, although he and the mother continue to live on the farm with their 
sons, They are the parents of eight children, six of whom are living, those 
beside our subject being as follows: Helen, the eldest of the family, who is 
the wife of Fred Wedepohl of this township; Minnie the third in order of birth, 
who married H. E. Boldt, a lumber dealer of Sheboygan Falls; Della, the wife 
of Joseph Schneider, of Sheboygan Falls; Freda, who became the wife of Oscar 
Mathias, a veterinary surgeon, of Sheboygan Falls; and Louis, who is men- 
tioned at greater length elsewhere in this work. 

The education of August Arnoldi, Jr., was completed in the public schools 
of Sheboygan Falls, after which he devoted his entire time and energies to
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agricultural pursuits. He is the owner of a well improved and cultivated farm 
of eighty acres, and is making a specialty of stock-raising, meeting with success. 
His cattle are of a high grade of Holstein-Freisian breed, and he owns two 
valuable and high bred stallions. 

On the 6th of June, 1897, in this county, Mr. Arnoldi was married to Miss 
Alma Krause, who passed away on the 26th of September, 1908. She was a 
daughter of Charles and Caroline Krause, natives of Germany, and the mother 
of five children, all of whom are living. In order of birth they are as follows: 
Milton, Vera, Majorie, Harvey and Caroline. Fraternally Mr. Arnoldi is iden- 
tified with the Modern Woodmen of America and the Equitable Fraternal Union. 

RUDOLPH FASSE. 

Rudolph Fasse engages in general farming, dairying and stock-raising in 
Sheboygan Falls township, where he owns a well cultivated tract of fertile land 
comprised of fotry acres. -He is a native of this township, his life record hay- 
ing here begun on the 3d of September, 1881, and is a son of August and Minnie 
Fasse. The father was born in Germany but in his early boyhood he came to 
the United States, locating in Sheboygan Falls. There he was reared to man- 
hood and learned the mason’s trade, which occupation he followed for about 
eight years, thus acquiring the means to become a property owner. He sub- 
sequently purchased the farm now owned by our subject and turned his at- 
tention to agricultural pursuits, which thereafter engaged his entire time and 
energies until he passed away in 1898. Mr. and Mrs. Fasse were married in 
Sheboygan Falls, and to them were born nine children, those beside our subject, 
the second in order of birth, being as follows: Henry, who is unmarried ; Lil- 
lie, the wife of August Zschetzsche, a resident of Sheboygan; Bertha, who 
married Adolph Prange, of Sheboygan Falls township; Emma, who became the 
wife of Simon Diehl of Sheboygan; Otto, who died at the age of eight years ; 
and Walter, Louis and Ida, who are living with the mother. In 1903, the mother 
married Carl Klitzen, who owns and operates a farm on section I, of this town- 
ship. 

Rudolph Fasse was only a youth of seventeen years when his father died, 
and being an elder son in a large family in moderate circumstances was early 
compelled to assume the duties and responsibilities of manhood. In common 
with the majority of country youths of his age he was quite familiar with the 
practical methods of tilling the fields and caring for the crops, and as he was 
earnest and of diligent habits was competent to discharge the tasks devolving 

upon him. When his mother remarried he purchased the old homestead, and 
has ever since devoted his entire time to its further improvement and cutliva- 
tion with appreciable success. His fields have been brought into a high state 
of productivity and are largely planted to such cereals as are used in the feeding 
of stock, as he makes a specialty of breeding and raising graded cattle, and also 
engages in dairying. Perseverance and energy intelligently concentrated on 
the attainment of a definite purpose are bringing the usual results, and he is 
prospering in the development of his undertakings.
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On the 20th of October, 1905, Mr. Fasse was married to Miss Amelia 
Krueger, a daughter of Julius and Minnie Krueger, the father a native of Ger- 

many, and to them has been born one son, Willard, whose natal day was June 

29, 1911. Mr. Fasse’s farm is located five miles northwest of Sheboygan 
Falls, where he is well known, having there passed the greater part of his life. 

Both Mr. and Mrs, Fasse are members of the German Reformed church and 

in his political affiliations he is a democrat. 

i GOTTFRIED DAMROW, Jr. 

Gottfried Damrow, Jr., is regarded by the citizens of Sheboygan county as be- 
ing one of its most enterprising and valued agriculturists. He is the owner and 

proprietor of one of the finest and most highly developed stock farms in north- 
eastern Wisconsin and resides thereon. He was born in Sheboygan county, 
March 26, 1864, and is a son of Gottfried Damrow, Sr. His father is a native 

of Germany and at the age of fourteen he emigrated with his parents to the 
United States in the year 1853. At that time the family consisted of father, 
mother, two sons and one daughter. In due time; without accident, they reached 

Sheboygan county, the objective point of their journey, where they settled in 
Sheboygan Falls township on a farm on section 1. Here the grandparents 
of our subject spent the remaining years of their lives. The grandfather died 
at the age of fifty-five and the grandmother passed to the Land Beyond at the 
age of eighty-two. 

Gottfried Damrow, Sr., remained upon the old homestead in the conduct 

of his father’s estate and continued to be engaged in the business of farming. 

He was a man of rare usefulness to the citizens of this county and especially 
to the township of Sheboygan Falls. During his active years he served two 
terms as town treasurer and as supervisor for five continuous years, and for 

twenty-seven years he was the active representative of the Mutual Fire Insur- 
ance Company of the town of Herman. In rgrr he retired from active services 
and now makes his home with his son William, who resides on the old home- 

stead. He has been during all his life a devout member of the Lutheran church 
and is at present one of the members of the board of directors of the congre- 
gation in which he holds his membership. On the 5th of July, 1861, Gottfried 
Damrow, Sr., was united in marriage to Miss Mary Logemann, a lady of Ger- 

* man descent. Unto them were born eight children, seven of whom are still liv- 

ing: Ernstine, who is the wife of Henry Erbstozer, is the mother of seven 
children. Mr. Erbstozer is the proprietor of a popular hotel in the town of 
Lime. Gottfried, Jr., of this review, is the next in order of birth. Louis, an 

agriculturist of Sheboygan Falls township, is married and has seven children. 
William lives on the old homestead in Sheboygan Falls township. Catharine, 
living in Sheboygan Falls, is the wife of Adam Winter and has ten children. 
Minnie, the mother of two children, is the wife of Fred Langner, an agricultur- 
ist living in the town of Lima. Oscar, who is married and resides in Sheboygan 
Falls township, is engaged in the manufacture of cheese and acts as the presi- 
dent of the Cheese Makers’ Association.
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Gottfried Damrow, Jr., was reared in his father’s home and educated in 
the district schools of Sheboygan Falls. During his years of school life he was 
engaged in assisting his father in the conduct of the old homestead. He re- 

mained under the parental roof until he was seventeen years of age and at that 
time he became an apprenticed carpenter, in which occupation he continued 
later as a master carpenter for a period of fourteen years. He then purchased 

a farm of eighty acres located on section 18 in the township of Sheboygan and 
since then has been occupied in operating the same. His farm is located four 
and a half miles west of the city of Sheboygan and in addition to the original 
eighty acres which he purchased and upon which his dwelling and necessary 
farm buildings have been constructed, he also owns thirty acres of excellent 

land in Sheboygan Falls across the road from his homestead, giving him a total 
acreage of one hundred and ten acres of land, all of which is utilized in the 
conduct of his dairy and cattle interests. He is one of the successful breeders 

of the Holstein strain and many animals of his herd have to their credit high 
records in points in the tests of milk product for butter fat. 

On the 5th of August, 1888, Mr. Damrow was united in marriage to Miss 
Recka Engelhardt, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Engelhardt, both of whom 
are natives of Germany and who emigrated to the United States at a very 
early date and settled on a farm in the township of Sheboygan Falls. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Damrow six children have been born, four of whom are still living: 

Anna, at home with her parents; Harry, now a student at the State Business 

College; Hilda, attending the public schools; and Rubena. 
Mr. Damrow is affiliated with the democratic party and as representative 

of the people has been elected by that party as supervisor of the township of 

Sheboygan for the present term. He was the clerk of school district No. 14, 
Sheboygan Falls for six years, this district being known as the joint school 

district of Sheboygan and Sheboygan Falls. He and his family are all mem- 

bers of the Lutheran church, of which he has been the officiating clerk for 
seven years. He is also the secretary of the Lutheran Mutual Aid Society In- 
surance Company. Mr. Damrow is indeed a useful man not only as regards 
the section in which his home is established but for the entire state of Wiscon- 

sin. His beautiful farm is a model of a scientifically conducted agricultural 

institution and the success with which he has met as breeder of high-grade Hol- 

stein dairy stock is sufficient proof that the Wisconsin farmer needs only to 
direct his energies along the lines of most advanced methods of farming and 

stock-raising in order to be abundantly rewarded for his labor and studious at- 

tention in the field of some definite and special line of operation. 

FRANZ A. FENNER. 

Franz A. Fenner, who owns and operates the Spring Brook Cheese Factory, 

is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having here occurred on the 14th of 

September, 1865. He is a son of William and Frederica Fenner, natives of 

Germany, who emigrated to the United States in 1860, and located on a farm in 

Sheyboygan Falls township. There the mother passed away in 1886 and the
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father in 1911. They were the parents of eight children: Herman, who is mar- 
ried and living in Sheboygan Falls township; Augusta, the widow, of August 
Luedtke, of Milwaukee; August, who is married and living on the old homestead ; 

Pauline, who married William Radtke, of Milwaukee; Franz, our subject ; Otto, 

who married and located in Sheboygan Falls, where he passed away June 1, 1904; 
Emma, the wife of Richard Federwisch, of Sheboygan Falls township; and Wil- 

liam, who is married and residing in Lima township. 
The education of Franz Fenner was acquired in the district and German 

Lutheran parochial schools of Sheboygan county. He remained at home and 
assisted his father with the farm work until he was a youth of seventeen years, 
when he learned the trade of cheese making. His energies have ever since been 
applied to this vocation in which he has met with more than average success. 
He has always been thrifty and enterprising, and in 1900 he realized the ambition 
of his early manhood by acquiring a factory of his own. His long years of 
experience and close observation of the methods followed by his various employ- 
ers have proven of invaluable assistance to him in developing his own enterprise, 
which is one of the firmly established and thriving industries of the community. 
His product being of an excellent quality and uniform grade finds a ready market 
and he is enjoying a large and constantly increasing patronage, his brand having - 
become well and favorably known to the trade throughout this section of the 
middle west. 

On the 27th of June, 1896, Mr. Fenner was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Neubert, a daughter of Godfrey and Elizabeth Neubert, natives of Germany, who 
emigrated to this country in 1886 and located in Sheboygan, where they passed 
the remainder of their lives. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Fenner numbers four: 
Ruth, Dora, Herbert and Ernest, all of whom are attending school. 

The family attend the services of the Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls, 
in which the parents hold membership, and fraternally Mr. Fenner is affiliated 
with the Equitable Fraternal Union and also carries policies in the North Western 
and Equitable companies. He is a Socialist in his political views, and has served 
as school treasurer in district No. 12. 

JOHN HARDER. 

John Harder is one of the well known residents of Sheboygan Falls, where 
for many years he has followed the carpenters’ trade and he has also taken an 
active interest in public affairs, and is now serving his second term as supervisor 
of that township. He is one of the enterprising citizens Germany has furnished 
this county and his natal day was the 1st of November, 1860. His parents, 
Joachim and Mary (Barteen) Harder, were born, reared and married in the 
old country, whence they emigrated to the United States with their family in 
1875. The father was employed as a laborer until he came to America, following 
which he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He subsequently acquired 
a farm in Sheboygan county which he energetically cultivated until his death in 
1893. He was survived by his wife, who passed away in 1907. Five children 
Were born to Mr, and Mrs, Harder, our subject being the third in order of birth.
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They are as follows: Christ, who is married and engaged in farming in 
Sheboygan Falls township; Joachim, a milk dealer in Plymouth, who is also 
married; John, of this sketch; Mary, the wife of Henry Kroeger, a retired 
farmer, of Sheboygan Falls; and Sophia, who died at the age of five years. 

The first fifteen years in the life of John Harder were passed in his native 
country, where he began his education which was completed in the high school 
of Sheboygan Falls. He laid aside his text-books when he was sixteen, and 
learned the carpenters’ trade, which he has ever since followed with very good 
success. As he is a skilled workman and thoroughly dependable and reliable 
in all matters of business he receives orders for all the work he has time to do 
and commands good wages. Mr. Harder has a small farm, comprising twenty- 
three and a half acres, which he cultivates in addition to following his trade. 
During the period of his ownership he has made extensive improvements on his 
farm, which not only is a very pleasant place of residence but nets him a good 
annual income. ae 

In this country on the 23d of November, 1887, Mr. Harder was married to 
Miss Annie Pauls, a daughter of John and Sophie Pauls, natives of Germany, 
where they both passed away. To Mr. and Mrs. Harder there have been born 
three daughters and one son, as follows: Elsie; Alvina, who is a bookkeeper 

for Prang’s at Sheboygan; Ida; and Harry, who is attending school. They are 
all living at home. : 

Fraternally Mr. Harder is a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union, and 
he votes the democratic ticket. At the present time he is serving his second term 
as supervisor of Sheboygan Falls township, and he is also road master. He has 
always led an active, enterprising life, utilizing such opportunities as were pre- 

sented to him to the best of his ability, and has been rewarded with a corres- 

ponding degree of prosperity. His high standards of citizenship and integrity in 

all matters of business, either in private or public life, have enabled him to win 
and retain the respect of his neighbors and fellow townsmen. 

CARL SCHLICHTING, Jr. 

The dairy and agricultural interests of Sheboygan county are well repre- 
sented by Carl Schlichting, Jr., who has been prominently interested along these 
lines in this section of the country during practically all his active life. He is 
a native of Sheboygan Falls township where his birth occurred February 10, 
1867. His parents were Carl and Johannah (Wieck) Schlichting, both natives 
of Germany who emigrated to America at a very early date. They were mar- 
ried in Sheboygan county where the father bought a number of acres of land 

which he operated and improved. He has been a very successful farmer and an 
influential man in this county for many years. 

Carl Schlichting is the third in a family of eleven children. He was reared 
at home and received his early education in the public schools of Sheboygan 
county. He laid aside his school books at the age of fifteen years and as @ 
young man was engaged in work on his father’s farm. He remained with his 
parents until he was thirty years of age when he married and began to live
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upon the farm which he now owns. He purchased one hundred and four acres 
of land in Sheboygan Falls township, four and one half miles northwest of She- 
boygan Falls, and here he conducts a modern dairy farm run along the most ap- 
proved scientific lines. He pays special attention to the sanitary conditions of 
his dairy and to the efficiency of his equipment. He has the expert knowledge 
necessary to obtain the deisred results on his stock farm, and his dairy pro- 
ducts are clean and wholesome and find a ready sale. 

On April 8, 1897, Mr. Schlichting was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Wahls, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Wahls, both natives of Germany 
who emigrated to the United States at an early date and settled on a farm 
in Sheboygan Falls township. Mr. and Mrs. Schlichting are the parents of 
six children, Olga, Reuben, Walter, Milton, and Adeline and Adele, twins. 

The family hold membership in the Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls 
township and have always been active in its affairs. Mr. Schlichting is well 
known throughout this district as an able and progressive man. He takes no 
active interest in public affairs, preferring to devote his time and energies to 
the management of his dairy farm. His career has been marked by the quali- 
ties of carefulness and industry and these characteristics have brought him 
success, ; 

OSCAR A. DAMROW. 

Oscar A. Damrow is one of the well known and influential business men of 
Sheboygan county. He was born in that county September 24, 1880, and is a son 
of Mr, and Mrs. Gottfried Damrow, Sr., and the brother of William C., Louis 
and Gottfried, Jr., of whom extended reviews are published in another portion 
of this work, 

Oscar A, Damrow was reared in his parents’ home and received his elementary 
education in Sheboygan Falls township district schools. He later attended the ; 
high school in Sheboygan Falls and after completing his course of studies in 
that school he learned the cheesemaker’s trade and to that business has devoted 
his time for the past seventeen years. On February 1, 1905, he purchased a 
large, up-to-date and thoroughly equipped cheese factory located on the north- 
West corner of section 24, in Sheboygan Falls township. Since his purchase of 
the factory he has devoted himself entirely to manufacturing cheese and has met 
with very gratifying success. He is also a joint partner with A. F. Selle, in the 
general agricultural implement business, the principal office and warehouse of 
which is located near his cheese factory. 

Mr. Damrow was united in marriage March 2s, 1905, to Miss Helen Dassow, 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Dassow, both of whom were natives of Ger- 
many. Mr, and Mrs. Damrow are the parents of one child, Milferd, who was 
born December 12, 1907. 

Mr. Damrow has been president of the Wisconsin Cheesemaker’s Associa- 
tion, which is the largest association of its kind in the world, and also served as 
President of Sheboygan dairy board of trade for four years. He has been for the 
past four years the clerk of the school district No. 14, of Sheboygan Falls town-
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ship. Fraternally he is associated with the Equitable Fraternal Union. He js 
one of the enterprising and substantial men of Sheboygan and his ability as 
an organizer and an executive have given him a place in the front rank of the 

successful business men of his portion of the state. 

CORNELIUS BUTEYN. 

Cornelius Buteyn for many years was actively engaged in farming ana was 
among the successful agriculturists in his part of Sheboygan county. For some 
years past he has lived a retired life, having turned over the active management 
of his farm and business affairs to his son Edward, with whom he resides. He 

was born in The Netherlands, January 17, 1840, and emigrated to the United 
States with his wife and family in May, 1898, settling in Sheboygan county 
where he has since continued to live. He rents a farm of ninety-five acres 

located one mile northeast of Sheboygan Falls, his place being one of the most 
highly improved in Sheboygan Falls township. He has retired from the active 
management of the farm which is now being operated by his son Edward. 

Mr. Buteyn was united in marriage to Miss Mary Kerhoven, who was a 
native of The Netherlands, and to them were born thirteen children, all of whom 

are now living in Wisconsin: Flora, the wife of Gerard Otte, of Sheboygan 
City; Peter, who is married and lives in Waupan; Nellie, the wife of Cornelius 
Van Haveran, a resident of Oostburg; Andrew, who is married and resides in 

Alto; Edward, who still resides on the home farm; Elizabeth, the wife of Peter 

Verhage, of Alto; Maude, the wife of Charles Vreeke, of Sheboygan City; 

Henry, who is married, resides at Sheboygan; John, who is married and makes 
his home in Sheboygan; Martin, who is married and is engaged in farming in 

Sheboygan township; Jennie, the wife of John De Mei, of Sheboygan city; 
Tennie, who is the wife of Nick Decker, a resident of Sheboygan city; and 
Mary, who resides at home. 

Mr. Buteyn is one of the well known and highly respected men of his town- 
ship and since his residence in Wisconsin has been identified with many public 
measures seeking to improve the condition of the people in his county and state. 

JOHN NEVER. 

John Never is devoting his time and energies to general agricultural pursuits 
in Sheboygan Falls township, where he was born on the 7th of September, 1870. 

He is the only son and youngest child born of the marriage of Joachim and 
Dorothea Never, natives of Germany. They emigrated to the United States in 
their early life, coming direct to Sheboygan county, and soon thereafter located 

on a farm, which the father purchased in this township. The further improve- 

ment and cultivation of his homestead engaged his attention from that period 
until his death, which occurred in the year 1902. The mother is still living and 
now makes her home with her son. In order of birth the other members of the
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family of Mr. and Mrs. Never are as follows: Hannah, who married Henry 

Mier, of Sheboygan; Louisa, who became the wife of George Beeck, who is a 

resident of Sheboygan Falls township; Minnie, whose husband, William Fenner, 
is farming in Lima township; Lena, the wife of Richard Kuentz, a resident of 

Sheboygan Falls township; and Emma, who married Henry Schueffner, also of 

this township. 
The boyhood and youth of John Never were not particularly unlike those of 

the other lads who were reared in the rural districts of Wisconsin during the late 

pioneer period. He was educated in the district schools and under the competent 
supervision of his father early became proficient in the tilling of the fields and 
care of the crops, and by the time he had attained his majority had a thorough 

knowledge of the duties and work of the practical agriculturist. 
On the 13th of February, 1897, Mr. Never was married to Miss Emma Beeck, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Beeck, natives of Germany, and they have 
become the parents of three children: Alma, Renetha and Walter. The family 

manifest their religious faith through their connection with the German Lutheran 
church of which the parents are active members. 

WILLIAM L. PRANGE. 

William L. Prange, one of the representative agriculturists of Sheboygan 
Falls township, was born February 13, 1882, a son of William J. and Augusta 
(Strasburg) Prange, natives of Sheboygan county. The paternal grandfather 
was William Prange, Sr., who came as a pioneer to Sheboygan county in 1848, 
when the native timber covered much of the country which today is transformed 
into highly productive farming land. The mother was a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Strasburg, who came to this county among the early settlers from 

Luxemburg, Germany, their birthplace. They have both passed away. William 

J. Prange, the father of the subject of this sketch, followed the occupa- 
tion of farming and purchased and made his home upon a part of the 

property which had been the homestead of his father’s family. His death oc- 
curred September 3, 1904. His widow makes her home in Sheboygan city and 
with her reside her two daughters, Edna and Anna, The other six members of 

the family are as follows: August, of Sheboygan, and George, of Sheboygan 
Falls township, who are both married; Hugo, also married, who is engaged in 

the hardware business in Sheboygan; Caroline, who is the wife of Edward 
Siemers and resides in Meeme township, Manitowoc county; William L., who is 
the subject of this sketch; and Louis, who is married and makes his home in 

Plymouth, this county. 
William L. Prange received his education in district school No. 6, Sheboygan 

Falls, at the same time devoting a part of each day to assistance in the less 
arduous farm tasks, so that his practical and theoretical training went hand in 
hand. When he had attained his majority and the time came when he was to 
assume the graver duties and responsibilities of manhood he naturally followed 
that calling to which he had been trained and in the cultivation of his farm he 
has met with well merited success. He appreciates the fact that it is the so-
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called small things of life which wholly influence the destinies of individuals 
and often whole races of people, and to the details and seemingly minor tasks 
he gives due consideration and his personal attention. 

On the 10th of June, 1909, Mr. Prange was united in marriage to Lena 
Meyer, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Meyer, both of whom are natives of 
this county. The father passed away March 28, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Prange 
are the parents of one child, Arno, who was born on the 15th of February, IQIr. 
The position which Mr. Prange holds in the community where he has been known 
throughout his life is the merited reward of earnest, persistent and honorable 
labor and he commands the respect and confidence of his fellowmen in a high 
degree. 

CONRAD SCHOMBERG. 

Conrad Schomberg, now in the eighty-second year of his age, is living in 
honorable retirement on eighty acres of land in Sheboygan county which he 
has owned and operated for over half a century. He was born in Hessen, Ger- 
many, April 17, 1830, and is a son of Johannes and Elizabeth (Landasfind) 
Schomberg. The father followed the occupation of farming in his native country 
during his life and both the parents died in Germany. Conrad Schomberg is 
the eldest of seven children, three of whom are still living, Catherine is the 
widow of Jacob Breher who died in Sheboygan Falls in 1909, and Henry, the 
only brother of our subject, is married and lives in Illinois. 

Conrad Schomberg received his early education in the public schools of Ger- 
many and left his native country for the United States in 1850. He lived three 
years in Oneida county, New York, and then came to Sheboygan county where 
he bought one hundred and sixty acres of land near Sheboygan Falls. He later 
went to Lake Superior and worked as a fireman in the mines of that district. He 
spent two years in this line of activity and then returned to his farm. He sold 
eighty acres of his holdings and kept in his possession the other eighty upon which 
he still lives in the old homestead. He has now given up all active participation 
in the management and direction of his farm and is living a retired life after a 
prosperous and busy career. 

On June 16, 1866, Mr. Schomberg was united in marriage to Miss Augusta 
Kuck, a native of Germany who came to America with her parents when she 

was still a young girl. To Mr. and Mrs. Schomberg were born five children, two 
of whom are still living: Ernestina, who is married to Gottlieb Engel of North 
Dakota; and Gottlieb, who is married and lives on a farm adjoining that of his 

father. f 

During his long career Conrad Schomberg has been active in many different 
occupations, He was a carpenter and worked in the employ of the government 
during the Civil war. He was prominently identified with the politics of his dis- 
trict at one time and served for two terms as town supervisor of Sheboygan 
Falls. He was constable for one year and clerk of the school district No. 6 
for three years. He is a consistent republican and always votes the party ticket. 
He holds membership in the Reformed church of Sheboygan Falls and his
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religion has always been an active factor in his life. He spent the beginning ot 

his career in worthy, honorable and useful activity and has now retired to live 

out on the farm which he has cultivated, a peaceful, quiet and equally useful old 

age. 

LOUIS ARNOLDI. 

Stock-raising and dairying engage the attention of Louis Arnoldi, who owns 

and operates a farm of eighty acres located two and a half miles north of She- 
boygan Falls. He is a native of Sheboygan Falls township, his birth having oc- 

curred on his father’s farm, a portion of which he now owns, on the 28th of 

March, 1888. He is a son of August and Catharine (Kohl) Arnoldi, natives of 
Germany, who emigrated to the United States in early childhood with their 
parents. They were married in Sheboygan county, where for many years the 
father was actively engaged in farming. Their family numbered eight, six of 
whom are still living, our subject being the youngest. The others are as follows: 
Helen, who married Fred Wedepohl, of Sheboygan Falls township; August, a 

farmer of this township, whose wife died in 1908; Minnie, the wife of H. E. 
Boldt, a lumber dealer of Sheboygan Falls; Della, the wife of Joseph Schneider, 

of Sheboygan Falls; and Freda, who married Oscar Mathias, a veterinary sur- 
geon of Sheboygan Falls. 

The education of Louis Arnoldi was begun in the district schools and com- 

pleted by a four years’ course in the high school at Sheboygan Falls. Reared on 

a farm he was early made familiar with the practical methods of tilling the fields 
and caring for the crops, and by the time he had attained his majority had a 
thorough knowledge of the duties of an agriculturist. He subsequently bought 

eighty acres of the old homestead and in connection with general farming is 
engaged in dairying and the raising of graded stock, and is meeting with fair 
success in his business. 

On the 10th of December, 1910, Mr. Arnoldi was married to Miss Elsie Boll, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joachim Boll, natives of Germany, and they have 

become the parents of one child, Marion. Fraternally Mr. Arnoldi is identified 

with the Equitable Fraternal Union, and in politics he is a democrat. He is a 
member of one of the well known pioneer families of this section of the county, 

and is regarded as a diligent and capable young man of excellent character. 

WALTER BOELDT. 

Walter Boeldt was born in Herman township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, 
on March 12, 1887. He is the son of Fred and Mary (Ratsack) Boeldt, both 
of whom were natives of Germany. They were united in marriage in their 
native country and emigrated to the United States about thirty years ago and 
settled in Sheboygan county. The father was by trade and occupation a stone 
mason and for several years, devoted his entire time to that business. Later he
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purchased a farm of forty acres in Plymouth township where he still continues 
to reside. To Mr. and Mrs. Fred Boeldt ten children have been born, six of whom 

are still living: Walter, the subject of this review; Louis and Charles, twins, 
both of whom are single and live in Sheboygan county; and Edward, Anna and 

Gilbert, all of whom are still under the parental roof. 

Walter Boeldt was educated in the district schools of Sheboygan county and 

after completing his elementary education he was engaged in farming for sey- 

eral years, after which he learned the butcher’s trade and for five years con- 

tinued to devote his attention to that business. In 1912 he purchased a hotel 

and buffet from William Erdmann, of Johnsonville. In connection with his 

hotel he also conducts a general merchandizing store and meat market. 

Mr. Boeldt was united in marriage April 23, 1911, to Miss Esther Ahrens, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Ahrens. Her father was a native of She- 
boygan and the mother of Paris, France. They now reside in Sheboygan city 
where Mr. Ahrens is engaged in the teaming business. 

Mr. Boeldt is a popular and well known man in Sheboygan county where 
for many years he has been one of its enterprising and successful citizens. His 
influence and assistance are given to any public measure seeking the advance- 
ment and general welfare of the community and county in which he lives. 

HENRY KOHLHAGEN. 

Henry Kohlhagen, who for many years was engaged in the operation of a 
stone quarry in the vicinity of Sheboygan, is a native of Germany, his birth 
having occurred in Mecklenburg on the 6th of January, 1835. He is a son of 

Elmer and Sophia Kohlhagen, both of whom passed their entire lives in the 

old country. 
Henry Kohlhagen was reared and educated in the land of his birth and 

there he passed the first twenty-eight years of his life. Feeling assured from 
reports he had heard that better opportunities and greater advantages were af- 

forded industrious young men in America than in Europe he subsequently took 

passage for the United States, coming direct to Sheboygan county. Soon after 

his arrival he went to work for a Mr. Giddings, remaining in his service for 
_ six years. He next found employment in the stone quarry of Mr. Craig, for 

whom he worked for five years. He was thrifty and diligent and during the 
period of his residence in this country he accumulated sufficient capital to en- 

able him to engage in business for himself, so together with his brother Joseph 
he bought Mr. Craig’s quarry. They were associated in the operation of this 

enterprise for fifteen years, but at the end of that time the brother sold his 

interest to our subject. Mr. Kohlhagen continued to conduct the business alone 

for a time thereafter, but later sold out to his son and Peter Ingalls, who were 
succeeded by Mr, Hildebrand in 1908. 

In this county in May, 1866, Mr. Kohlhagen was married to Miss Sophia 

Poppenharven, a native of Germany, who came to Sheboygan county in 1866 

and has ever since resided here. Of the seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Kohlhagen, two are still living: Reca, who married Alex. E. Fowler, 4
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plumber in Chicago, by whom she has had six children; and Adawand, who is 
married and has three children and is a resident of Sheboygan Falls, where he 

' works in a brickyard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kohlhagen are members of the Lutheran church. Mr. Kohl- 

hagen has throughout the years of his manhood been a stanch democrat and 

has served for seven years on the village board of Sheboygan Falls. He has 
erected three houses in the town of Sheboygan Falls, the last one a fine residence 

which he has retained for his own use as a home. Mr. Kohlhagen has always 
been a hard-working, diligent man and such success as has come to him is the 
well merited reward of earnest effort and unceasing toil. 

CHARLES TRUTTSCHEL. 

Charles Truttschel, who owns a hundred and sixty acres of highly improved 
and cultivated land on section 4, Lima township, is known as one of the most 

capable and enterprising agriculturists and dairymen of the county. He was 
born in Mosel township on the 6th of February, 1856, and is a son of August 

and Louisa (Schwartz) Truttschel, natives of Saxony, Germany, the father’s 

birth having there occurred on the 12th of August, 1830, and that of the mother 

on August 14, 1835. The paternal grandfather, Nicholas Truttschel, emigrated 

to the United States with his wife and family, comprised of four sons and two 
daughters, in 1848. _ He came direct to Sheboygan county, and subsequently 
located on a farm on section 19, Mosel township, where the third generation of 
the family now lives. The further cultivation and improvement of his home- 
stead engaged his energies during the remainder of his active life, and he passed 
away in Mosel in 1887, at the venerable age of eighty-five years. August Trutt- 
schel, who was a youth of eighteen years when he accompanied his parents on 
their removal to America, also acquired land in Mosel township, where he en- 
gaged in farming until March, 1882. He then sold his place there and invested 
the proceeds in a large tract of land located on sections 4 and 9 of Lima town- 
ship. He was a man of more than average diligence and sagacity and during 
the succeeding twenty years wrought extensive improvements in his farm, in- 
cluding the erection of a comfortable house, large barns and ample sheds and 
outbuildings to protect his stock and crops. He retired from active work in 
1902 and removed to Plymouth, where he passed away on January 9, 1909, at 
the age of seventy-eight years. The mother is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Christian Schwartz, also natives of Saxony, Germany, where Mrs, Schwartz 
passed away. The father with his two daughters, Louisa, Mrs. Truttschel, and 
Augusta, now Mrs. Henry Keppler, of Sheboygan, subsequently emigrated to 
America and located on a farm in Mosel township, during the pioneer days. 
There the daughter Louisa met and later married Mr. Truttschel, becoming the 
mother of the following children: Charles, our subject; Herman, who died in 
Lima township in December, 1911; Hulda, the wife of William Schroeder, of 
Plymouth; Ricke, who married G. A. Ahlprecht, of Plymouth; and Clara, the 
wife of Martin Bachanz, of Plymouth. Mrs. Truttschel, who enjoys excellent 

Vol 1-28
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health for a woman of seventy-six years, now makes her home with her daughter, 
Mrs. Schroeder, of Plymouth. 

The early years in the life of Charles Truttschel were very similar to those 
of other lads who were reared in the country at that period. He obtained his 
education in the district schools, and received his agricultural training under his 

father, with whom he worked until he was thirty-one. In 1887, he bought one 

hundred and sixty acres of the home farm in Lima township, and here he has 

ever since resided. During the period of his ownership, he has erected entirely 
new buildings on his place and has introduced various other improvements con- 
sistent with the progressive spirit that characterizes his undertakings generally, 
For the past twenty years he has specialized in dairying, which has proven to be 
very lucrative. He has a fine herd of registered Holstein cattle and owns a bull, 
Sir Rigtye of Pinehurst, said to be one of the finest animals of this breed in 
the county. 

In Sheboygan on the 8th of February, 1887, Mr. Truttschel was married to 
Miss Christina Konrad, of Mosel township, and to them have been born three 

children: Otis and Edwin, who are at home; and Lena, who is attending high 

school at Sheboygan Falls. 

The political allegiance of Mr. Truttschel is accorded the republican party, 
and for seventeen years he has been a school director in his district. He has 
always led a life of activity and business enterprise, and in the development of 
his individual interests has advanced those of the community at large, among the 
citizens of which he has many friends, who recognize in him a worthy represen- 
tative of an honored pioneer family. 

ADOLPH G. ROTH. 

Adolph G. Roth, a manufacturer of and dealer in awnings, tents and decora- 

tions, has a well equipped factory and offices at No. 534 Huron Street. His 
birth occurred in Sheboygan, September 22, 1859, and his parents, Henry E. and 
Caroline Roth, were both natives of Germany. In his native land the father 

was apprenticed for three years to the mason’s trade, after which he spent three 

years in various parts of Europe and was accorded the title of master mason. 

He then emigrated to the United States and settled in Buffalo, New York, where 

he lived for a time and next went to Mobile, Alabama, remaining a resident of 

that city for six months. He then came to Sheboygan and was here engaged in 

business during the remainder of his life. Shortly after coming to this city he 

established in 1854 a building and contracting business. This he pursued alone 
for some time but later entered into partnership with Henry Schwartz and this 
firm erected several of the earlier buildings of Sheboygan, among which may be 

mentioned the Taylor building, the Union schoolhouse, the Masonic Temple | 

and the building where the Five and Ten Cent Store is now located. The father 
was injured while working on the Henry Otter building and after his recovery 
he devoted his entire attention to the lime business. During his earlier years in 
Sheboygan he had purchased a piece of land on the Pigeon river, where the well 
known stone quarry is now located, and established in a small way his present
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lime-burning business, which has grown to be one of the largest and best known 

concerns of the kind in the country. His partner was interested with him in the 

lime business but after a few years Mr. Roth purchased Mr. Schwartz’s interest 

and continued the business under his own name. As the years passed the business 
prospered and a branch was established in Muskegon, Michigan, a brother-in-law, 

Lewis Kanitz, taking charge of the business there, which was established just 

before the Civil war. After conducting the branch for several years Mr. Kanitz 

retired and is otherwise engaged in Muskegon. During the early years of the 
business it was conducted on ten acres of ground but later forty-five acres were 

added to the original purchase. Besides burning lime at the kilns in Sheboygan 
they shipped stone to Muskegon, Michigan, where it was burned at the branch 
establishment and shipped to different parts of the country. They also shipped 
large quantities of lime to Grand Haven, Michigan, and had their own boats 
with which to transport the products of the quarry and kilns. A church was 
erected near the quarry and Mr. Roth assisted in its building by contributing 
the stone used in the structure. In later years the stone and lime business has 

been incorporated and the trade has now reached extensive proportions. Since 

the death of the father, who passed away in 1887, the company has been reorgan- 
ized with Mrs. Caroline Roth as president; Mrs. John F. Brand, vice presi- 

dent; and Elfreda Roth, secretary and treasurer. T. E. Fleischer, who is the 

superintendent, has active charge of the mechanical part of the business. To _ 
Henry E. and Caroline Roth were born the following children: Mrs. John 
Brand, of Chicago, who has a family of three children; John H., who is mar- 
ried and has two children; Adolph G., our subject; Mrs. T. E. Fleischer, whose 

husband is superintendent of the lime works; Louis J., of St. Cloud, Minnesota, 

who is married and has four children; William, a resident of Sheboygan; Lena, 

at home; Hattie, who is the wife of Fred Guessenheimer, of Sheboygan, and 

has four children; Tony, who is the wife of William Kowalke, a traveling sales- 

man residing in Sheboygan, and they have two children; and Elfreda, at home. 

The subject of this review is indebted to the schools of Sheboygan for the 
educational advantages which he received and in early manhood he learned the 
harness-maker’s trade, at which he worked for four and one-half years. He 

then entered the lime business with his father, working at the quarry and in 
the kilns. Shortly after he became associated with his father in the business they 
opened a branch office at Minneapolis, Minnesota, of which John H. Roth was 
placed in charge. This office was maintained for several years but was finally 
dispensed with. After being connected with the lime and stone business for 
two years Adolph G. Roth withdrew and in 1886 entered the grocery business. 

On this line of trade he concentrated his energies until 1888, when he returned 
to the lime business. At the expiration of two years he established a tent and 

awning business, in which he has since continued. He has a well appointed fac- 
tory and is enjoying a lucrative trade. He also has branches in the same line 
of business at Elkhart Lake, Keil, Port Washington and several other places. 
i In 1885 Mr. Roth was married to Miss Anna Zagel, the daughter of Carl 

Zagel, who was engaged in the real-estate business and who erected the building 
now occupied by the Five and Ten Cent Store in Sheboygan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Roth have six children: Max H., who is married; and Flora, Willa, Carl T., 
Henry E. and Elizabeth. Having passed all his life in Sheboygan and being
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well acquainted throughout the city and county, Mr. Roth has by strict integrity 
as well as by giving prompt attention to all business entrusted to him built up 
a very satisfactory trade in tents, awnings and decorations. His connection with 

one of the pioneer families of the community also serves to make him prominent 
in Sheboygan, where he and his family are greatly respected and held in high 

esteem by a large number of friends. He is one of the really useful men of the 
community and by his active life has contributed materially to the upbuilding and 

progress of Sheboygan. 

JOSEPH SOMMERSBERGER, Jr. 

Joseph Sommersberger, Jr., is one of the well known and highly esteemed 

farmers of Mosel township, where he now cultivates sixty acres of improved 
farm land. He was born in Sheboygan county, May 14, 1865, a son of Joseph 

and Fredericka (Meyer) Sommersberger, both natives of Germany. The father 
was born in Bavaria, Germany, in 1835, and came to America with his parents 

when he was seventeen years of age. His father was Joseph Sommersberger, 
also a native of Bavaria, who came to America in 1852 and settled in Sheboygan 
township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where he died of smallpox in 1864. 

This disease was at that time prevalent in the district and Joseph Sommersberger 
became infected from a friend whom he had visited, caught cold and died in 

three days. His son, Joseph Sommersberger, the father of our subject, bought 
a farm on section 34, Mosel township, in 1871. He cultivated and improved his 

one hundred and twenty acres until a few years prior to his death, which occurred 

January 13, 1909, when he was seventy-four years of age. He died at the home 
of his son-in-law, Dennis Heck, of Sheboygan, with whom the mother still makes 

her home. 
Joseph Sommersberger, Jr., received his early education in the district and 

parochial schools of Sheboygan county. He assisted his father in the work of 

the farm during his early youth and later entered the employ of T. M. Black- 
stock and worked upon his farm for seven months. At the end of that time 

he farmed for a short period for Reinholdt Illig in Mosel township, subsequently 
removing to Wausau, where he spent one winter working on a farm near a 

lumber camp. He then obtained a position as section hand in the employ of the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad and spent two years with that company. The 
following year he spent as an employe of the Crocker Chair Company but this 
position he resigned to engage in the milk business. He spent twelve years in 
this business and it was not until the fall of 1900 that he returned to section 34, 
Mosel township, and bought sixty acres of the land which his father had formerly 

cultivated. Here he has remained since that time and during the twelve years 
of his’ occupancy has been successful along the lines of general agriculture. He 

has added many improvements to his home, has built new barns and outbuildings, 

has increased his stock and modernized his equipment and made his sixty acres of 

land one of the model farms of Sheboygan county. 
On the 28th of October, 1893, Mr. Sommersberger was united in marriage to 

Miss Ida Bender, a native of Meeme township, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin.
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She is a daughter of Christopher and Anna (Schelk) Bender, the former a 

native of Prussia, Germany, and the latter of Mosel township, this county. Mrs. 

Bender died when her daughter was only nine years of age. Her husband still 

survives her and is living in Sheboygan township. To our subject and his wife 
have been born five children, Henry, George, Aurelia, Verona and Anna, all 

of whom are living at home. The family are devoted members of the Catholic 

church of Sheboygan. Mr. Sommersberger has many friends in his native town- 

ship, where he is well known and highly esteemed as an efficient farmer and a 

progressive man. 7 

FRANK J. KELI. 

Frank J. Keli is a native of Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, who since August 

2, 1907, has been handling real estate, loans and insurance at his present place 

of business in this city. He was born August 13, 1861, a son of Bernhard and 
Elizabeth (Gretzer) Keli, both of whom are natives of Einsiedeln, Switzerland. 
In early life the parents came to America, settling in 1852, in Sheboygan county, 
where the father followed the milk business. He remained a resident of this 
county, following the business of a dairyman until 1893, when he retired. His 
death occurred October 3, 1905. The mother passed away January 29, 1885, at 

the age of fifty-six years. Four children were born unto them, the subject of 
this review being the third child in order of birth. 

Frank J. Keli was reared on his father’s farm near Sheboygan where he 

received a good business training and assisted his father with the farm and 

dairy work until after he left school. At that time he was apprenticed to the 

Herald, a newspaper of Sheboygan, where he learned the printer’s trade and 

remained for five years. He then obtained a position as a clerk in the post- 

office, which he occupied for four years. He was next given a position with 

Nathan Cole in his insurance office, a place which he filled with credit to himself 

and satisfaction to his employer for five years. He was then appointed assistant 

to postmaster, Carl Zillier, and for fourteen years remained an attache of the post- 

office. After having served so long and faithfully as an employe in different 

positions and desiring to enter business on his own account, on August 2, 1907, 

he-opened his present real-estate and insurance office where he has been doing 
a good business since that time. 

Mr. Keli was married December 1, 1894, to Miss Sarah Koellmer, a native of 

Franklin, Sheboygan county, and unto them have been born three children, 
Harry F., Elizabeth M., and Kathryn L. In his fraternal connections Mr. Keli 
is a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Elks and the Eagles in Sheboygan. 
Mr, Keli is an earnest and consistent member of the Catholic church, giving to 
that denomination active support in a material way. He has lived all his life in 
this county and has long been recognized as one of the most substantial and re- 
liable men of the county. Always faithful in his performance of duty, loyal to 
the trusts imposed in him and prompt and efficient in all his work, he has estab- 
lished a most enviable reputation among his very large circle of friends. In his 
Present business connection he displays those traits of character—reliability,
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close attention to business and strict integrity—which always characterized him 
while in the employ of the government or of private individuals. Being in close 
touch with the resources of the county and having a clear conception of relative 

values through his long residence here, he is eminently fitted for the work which 

he has undertaken. + 

AUGUST MITWEDE. A 

August Mitwede owns a valuable farm of eighty acres located .on section 9, 
Lima township, where in connection with the cultivation of his fields he engages 
in the raising of high-grade Holstein cattle and in dairying. A native of She- 
boygan county, his birth occurred in the township where he now resides on the 
11th of September, 1861. He is descended from one of the early pioneer set- 
tlers and represents the third generation of his family to have been identified 
with the agricultural development of this county. The paternal grandfather, 
Henry B. Mitwede, was born, reared and married in Prussia, Germany, whence 

he emigrated to the United States in 1851 with his wife and sons, coming direct 
to Sheboygan county. They first located in the city of that name, which was 
then only a village, but after a brief sojourn there removed to a small farm Mr. 
Mitwede had purchased in Wilson township. Together with the assistance of 
his sons he cleared and placed his land under cultivation and there he and the 
mother passed the remainder of their lives. They were the parents of three 

sons: Louis, who resides on a farm in the vicinity of Waukesha, Wisconsin; 

August, the father of our subject; and Gustave, who is residing in Sheboygan. 

August Mitwede was born in Saxony, Germany, on the 26th of October, 1831, 

and there he was educated and reared to the age of twenty years. He accom- 

panied his parents on their removal to this country and remained with them, 

assisting the father with the cultivation of the farm, until his marriage. He had 

previously learned the carpenter’s trade and for a time he and his brother 
subsequently followed this occupation. Later he turned his attention to agricul- 
tural pursuits, however, and located on a farm in Lima township, where he 
resided until about four years prior to his death when he removed to Sheboygan 

Falls, and there passed away in 1907, at the age of seventy-five years. Mr. Mit- 
~ wede married Miss Konradina Ahrens, who was born in Brunswick, Germany, 

on the 28th of November, 1839, and came to America with her parents, who lo- 
cated in Wilson township about a year after the Mitwede family settled there. 

Three sons were born to them, our subject being the second in order of birth. 

Herman, who is the eldest, resides in Sheboygan Falls, and the mother has made 
lier home with him since the death of the father, while William, the youngest 

member of the family, is living in Plymouth. 
August Mitwede was reared at home and at the usual age began his educa- 

tion in the district schools of Lima township, completing his course of study | 

in the Sheboygan Falls high school. He early assumed his share of the responsi- 
bilities connected with the operation of the home farm, thus by the time he had 
attained his maturity possessed a practical knowledge of the methods of tilling 
the fields and caring for the crops. He remained a member of the parental
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household until he was twenty-eight years of age, at which time he was married 
and began farming for himself, on a place he had previously purchased in Sher- 

man township. At the expiration of about two and a half years he disposed 
of this property and invested the proceeds in a farm in Lima township, 

which he has been operating with good success since 1892. Two years 
ago Mr. Mitwede further increased his realty interests by the purchase of a 
twelve acre tract adjoining Sheboygan Falls, which he is renting. He is a man 
who exercises intelligent methods in the direction of his activities, as is substan- 
tially evidenced by the appearance of his fields and general condition of his 
property. His land is carefully tilled and planted to such cereals as are best 
adapted to the soil, with the result that abundant crops are annually harvested. 

Dairying has long been his specialty and he keeps only a high grade of Holstein 

cattle, which breed he has found to be best adapted to his purposes. 
On the 5th of March, 1889, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Mitwede 

and Miss Amelia Langler, a daughter of Charles and Beate Langler, well known 

residents of Lima township, and to them have been born two children: Mary 
M., who is twenty-one years of age; and George H., a youth of fifteen. 

The family are regular attendants and active members of the German Luth- 
eran church of Sheboygan Falls, of which Mr. Mitwede has been secretary for 
the past two years. His political allegiance has always been given to the repub- 
lican party, but he has never served his township in an official capacity, although 

he is public-spirited and takes a helpful interest in all matters of local import. 

GUSTAV TRUTTSCHEL. 

Gustav Truttschel, now engaged in general farming on section 28, Mosel 

township, is well known throughout Sheboygan county as a progressive and pros- 
perous agriculturist. He was born in the township in which he now resides 
December 27, 1864. He is a son of Ernst Truttschel, a prominent farmer of this 
district, of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 

“Gustav Truttschel received his early education in the common schools of 
Sheboygan county and worked upon his father’s farm until 1887. He learned 
the cheese making trade in the town of Lima and after spending one year 
upon the home farm he went to Hilbert Junction, Calumet county, and engaged 
in the ‘occupation of cheese making. He spent one summer in the employ of 
Gust Pflugrath and in 1890 returned to Mosel township to accept a position 
with the firm of Schreiber & Strauss, where he was engaged along the lines of 
the trade which he had learned. In the following year he gave up his activities 

in the employ of Schreiber & Strauss and bought his present farm of sixty acres 
of land, which he has developed and improved since that time. He is a practical 

farmer and learned the business when he was still a boy by the personal ex- 
perience which he gained in assisting his father. He has been successful as an 
agriculturist and takes a scientific and intelligent interest in each new discovery 
which makes the cultivation of the soil simpler and more efficient. He was at 
one period in his life engaged in the saloon business, in which line of activity he 
Was prominent for twelve years. In 1903, however, he severed this connection
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and is now engaged solely in the occupations and duties incident to his agricul- 
tural life. f 

On the 21st of March, 1891, Mr. Truttschel was united in marriage to Miss 
Augusta Lange, a daughter of August and Wilhelmina Lange, natives of Ger- 
many, who were born in Frankfort on the Oder in the province of Brandenburg, 
and came to the United States in 1873. Our subject and his wife are the par- 

ents of four children: Alma; Leola, a graduate of the Mosel district schools; 
Elmer, and Lonie. Mr. Truttschel gives his political allegiance to the Republican 
party and has always been active in local public affairs. He held the position 
of postmaster of Mosel for eight years and was active in this capacity up to the 
time when the government installed the rural free delivery service in Sheboygan 
county. He has served as justice of the peace and was supervisor for three years. 
He held the office of school treasurer for twelve years and his work in this ca- 
pacity was able and efficient. Mr. Truttschel is a man of broad intelligence and 
of liberal mind and these qualities were valuable assets to him in his public life. 

WILLIAM J. GALLAGER. 

William J. Gallager, one of the successful dairymen of Lima township, owns 

and operates the farm where he was born on the 14th of February, 1864. He 

is a son of William and Mary Gallager, well known pioneer residents of this 
township. The father was a Canadian, his birth having occurred in the vicinity 
of Ogdensburg. Mr. and Mrs. Gallager were the parents of five children, our 
subject being the youngest. The other members of the family are as follows: 
Essa, who married Charles Kroeger and made her home in Sheboygan Falls, 
where she passed away; Albert F., a detective residing at Cando, North Dakota, 

where he was severely wounded by shots while tracking wheat thieves; Mary, 
the wife of Delbert Craig, of Lima township, who is mentioned at greater length 
elsewhere in this work; and Nancy, who married Edward Curtis, proprietor of 

the Plymouth Brewing Company. 
in the acquirement of his education William J. Gallager attended the district 

schools of Lima township and the high school at Sheboygan Falls. He remained 

at home and assisted his father with the work of the fields and care of the crops 

until he was twenty-three years of age, when he began farming for himself. For 

five years thereafter he cultivated leased land in Lima township, but at the expira- 

tion of that time he removed to a place near Cascade in Lyndon township, where 
he continued to farm as a renter for two years. In 1897, he bought the old home- 

stead, comprised of one hundred and twenty acres located on section 8, and has 

ever since devoted his energies to its further cultivation and improvement. His 
fields are in a high state of productivity and are planted to such cereals as are 
best adapted to the feeding of stock, as his specialty is dairying. He keeps only 

Holstein cattle of a high grade, his herd now consisting of twenty-five head. 
At Winooski, Wisconsin, on the r2th of April, 1887, Mr. Gallager was mar- 

ried to Miss Henrietta Hobbs, a native of that place, and to them have been 

born two children: Velma, who is living at home; and William H., who died at 

the age of eleven years.
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The political views of Mr. Gallager coincide with the principles of the republi- 

can party, but at local elections he often casts an independent ballot, giving his 

support to such men and measures as he deems best qualified to serve the highest 

interests of the community. He is both enterprising and: progressive in his busi- 

ness methods, and is meeting with well merited success in the development of 
his interests. 

JOHN OLSON. 

John Olson, who is now living retired in Sheboygan, is one of the best known 

lake men in this section, as for more than thirty years he owned and commanded 
a schooner, which sailed from this port. Prior to locating here, he followed the 

sea for several years, and during that time visited many of the most important 

ports of the world, rounding the Cape of Good Hope twice and Cape Horn four 

times. He was born in Denmark on the 2d of May, 1851, and is a son of Ole 

Peterson, as under the old nomenclature the son took the first name of the father. 

The father was likewise a native of Denmark, where he engaged in farming 

until his death, which occurred in 1871. 
The education of John Olson was acquired in the common schools in the 

vicinity of his home, the first seventeen years of his life having been passed on 
his father’s farm. The sea had a wonderful fascination for this youth and in 
1868, he left the parental roof and shipped on a sailing vessel, plying between 

ports on the North Sea and also the Baltic. Later he engaged in the ocean serv- 

ice, visiting various ports of Europe, South America and Africa. His first 

long voyage was from Hamburg to Africa and back, following which he went 
to South America with a cargo of general merchandise, returning to Barcelona, 

Spain, whence he again sailed for South America, their port being Valparaiso, 

where they unloaded a cargo consisting largely of wines. He was there at the 
time of the terrible earthquake of 1872, and upon his return to Europe, went to 

Denmark, spending a few months in his old home. In the spring of 1873, he 
sailed for the United States, with Milwaukee as his destination, and soon there- 

after obtained a position as sailor on one of the lake boats. He later held the 
position of second mate on the Schooner Delaware for two seasons, and in 

1877 bought the Schooner Cynthia Gordon. Much to his surprise he then learned 

he could not obtain a captain’s license as he was not a citizen of the United 
States, so he turned her over to the command of Captain John C. Jessen, a 

stanch friend of his, under whose name it sailed for two years thereafter. 

During that time Captain Olson took out his citizen’s papers and subsequently 

took command of his schooner. Captain Jessen, who was absolutely faithful 

to his trust, later became the owner of several boats on the lake, largely used 

for freighting lumber and wood. In 1881, the year following his marriage, 

Captain Olson bought a farm of fifty-three acres located on the Black River 
toad, two miles south of Sheboygan, where he resided for many years. In 
Connection with the cultivation of his land he bought and sold tan bark to the 
various tanning industries and also sailed the lake. In 1888, he purchased the 
Schooner J. H. Stevens, which he rebuilt and two years later lengthened twenty
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feet, increasing her capacity to eighty-nine tons. He still owns this schooner, 
which is now sailed by his son, as he has not followed the lakes since 1906, 

while for three years he has been living retired. He sold his farm in 1909 
and removed to Sheboygan, where he is now residing. 

Captain Olson was married to Mrs. Louisa Larson, the widow of Cap. 

tain Peter Larson, and a daughter of Captain Martin Johnson. The father 

is a native of Norway, and one of the pioneers of Sheboygan county, having 

located here in 1854. He engaged in ship-building, assisted in the construction 
of some of the largest boats that ever left this port, and also sailed the lakes, 
He has attained the venerable age of eighty-seven years and is now living retired 

in Sheboygan. To Mr. and Mrs. Olson there were born seven children: Louis, 
captain of the J. H. Stevens, who is married and residing in Sheboygan; Porter 

a plumber, who is also married and residing in this city; Agnes, the wife of 
William Bickle, connected with Bodenstein Brothers Clothing House, of She- 

boygan; Julia, who married W. H. Labb, who is engaged in the amusement busi- 
ness; Emma, the wife of Arthur Smith, who is employed in the clothing house 

of Browning, King & Company, of Milwaukee; Henrietta, who married Dr, 

Charles G. Shannon, a practicing physician, of Chicago, Illinois; and Eleanor, 

who is at home with her parents. 

Captain Olson is a genial, affable man and has many interesting reminiscences 

to relate of his life at sea and on the lakes, gathered through his wide and varied 

experiences by keen observation. He has never regretted becoming a citizen of 
the United States, as he has prospered in his undertakings, and is perfectly loyal 

to the institutions of the country, where he numbers many stanch friends. 

EDWARD BEECK. 

Edward Beeck, one of the progressive land owners and farmers of Sheboy- 

gan county, was born September 17, 1873, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Beeck. 
The father came to the United States from Germany while still a young lad 
and engaged in agricultural pursuits, to which he thereafter devoted his 
energies and his time. The mother also left the fatherland during her early 
years and came to the United States, where the period of her domestic life was 

passed. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Beeck were five children, all of 
whom are living. They are as follows: George, who resides in Sheboygan 

Falls township and whose wife achieved a local renown as a cheese maker 

before her marriage; Edward, the subject of this sketch; Emma, who became the 

wife of John Never and makes her home in Sheboygan Falls township; Hattie, 
who married Louis Springer and lives in Sheboygan city; and Otto, who has 

established his residence on the old homestead. ' 
Since attaining his majority Edward Beeck has concentrated his energies 

upon the occupation of farming, believing that a man does well to focus his 
attention upon that calling for which his early training has fitted him and from 
which he derives the largest measure of personal satisfaction, a consideration 

not to be lost sight of nor overlooked. Five years ago he purchased a tract 
comprising one hundred and six acres, the property being a part of the home-
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stead of the Beeck family. Here he conducts a dairy farm, his graded stock 
being of those breeds and types of animals which experience has proved to be 
best adapted for the use of the dairyman. The products of his farm are of ex- 

cellent quality and in their handling he employs modern and scientific methods. 
On February 23, 1893, Mr. Beeck was united in marriage to Miss Caroline 

Digorgf, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Digorgf, both natives of Germany. 

The wife and mother passed away on the 7th of November, 1898, leaving four 

children, all of whom are living, as follows: Meta; Hildegard, of Sheboygan 

City; and Herbert and Verna, the latter two being at home. On the 8th of 

March, 1902, occurred the marriage of Edward Beeck and Minnie Shoborn 
and to them have been born a son and daughter, Hilda and Clarence by name. 

Energetic in the prosecution of his work and conscientious in all matters of 
business, Mr. Beeck is a progressive and valued citizen of the county in which 

he has-chosen to establish his home. 5 

W. F. HORSTMEIER, D. D. 

W. F. Horstmeier, D. D., pastor of the German Reformed church at Sheboy- 

gan, Wisconsin, was born in Prussia, Germany, October 30, 1850. He received 

his preliminary education in the excellent schools of the fatherland and when 
sixteen years of age emigrated to the new world. After his arrival in this 
country, determining to give his life to the ministry, he went as a student to the 

university at Tiffin, Ohio, a college conducted under the auspices of the Re- 

formed Church in the United States. After pursuing his studies there and being 

licensed to preach he entered his first pastorate at Millville, Ohio, where he re- 

mained as pastor of the church for three years. His next field was at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, where he remained for six years. He then went to St. Louis, 

Missouri, where for twenty years he labored with the denomination of that city. 
In April, 1907, having accepted a call as pastor to the German Reformed church 
of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, he settled here where he has since remained, minister- 
ing to the spiritual needs of his congregation. 

Rev. W. F. Horstmeier was married in 1880 at Louisville, Kentucky, to Miss 
Emma Marcus, a lady of German parentage, and to them have been born seven 

children: Calvin, acting in the capacity of sales agent for a coal company at 

St. Louis; Herman, who is married and occupies a position as bookkeeper in 
the circuit court at St. Louis; Flora, who wedded Carl Hirstieus, a civil engineer 

of Cleveland, Ohio, and captain of the Cleveland militia; William, a student at 

the Mission Home, where he is preparing for missionary work; Marcus, attend- 
ing school at Ripon, who expects soon to enroll as a student in the Denver School 
of Mines; Clara, a student at Heidelberg University, at Tiffin, Ohio; and Paul, 

yet at home. Mr. Horstmeier since being identified with the religious life of 
Sheboygan county has become well and favorably known among all classes. He 

is a loyal worker in the professional calling to which he is devoting his life and 
in the extension of the influence and usefulness of his denomination has met 
with gratifying success. The same devotion to the duties which devolved upon 
him in his high and arduous calling which characterized his unusually long pas-
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torate in St. Louis is noticeable in his work in the Master’s vineyard at Sheboy- 
gan. His professional standing throughout the county is recognized and his 
influence and the impress of his personality is marked throughout religious 
circles in the community. 

FRANK SOMMERSBERGER. 

Prosperous and fertile farm lands of Sheboygan are to a large extent owned 
and operated by men of German birth or lineage, who bring to their activities 
in the new world the stanch and steady virtues which distinguished their fathers 
and their forefathers in the old. A man of German descent who has done much 
toward the expansion and development of the agricultural interests of this sec- 
tion of the country is Frank Sommersberger, now engaged in general farming 

in Mosel township. He was born in Sheboygan county, May 7, 1867, a son of 
Joseph and Fredericka (Meyer) Sommersberger, both natives of Bavaria, Ger- 

many, His father came to America about 1852, when he was seventeen years 

of age, and settled in Sheboygan township with his parents. He farmed in that 
district until 1872, when he removed to Mosel township and settled on a farm 

of one hundred and twenty acres. He was a member of the German Catholic 

church of Sheboygan and died in that faith in 1909 in the township of Mosel, 
in the seventy-fourth year of his age. The mother of our subject was also born 
in Germany but came to America with her parents when she was only five years 

old. Her father, Joseph Meyer, was a farmer by occupation and settled in the 

township of Meeme, Manitowoc county, where he operated a farm for some time. 

He later made his home with one of his daughters in St. Genevieve, Missouri, 
and he died at the home of his daughter, Mary, the wife of Dennis Heck, at She- 

boygan. Joseph Sommersberger and his wife were the parents of nine children, 

four of whom are still living: Joseph, Jr., now married and living on a farm; 
Frank, the subject of this review; Anna, the wife of Anthony Schubert, a fore- 

man at the Crocker Chair Company, by whom she has one child; and Mary, the 
wife of Dennis Heck, of the Phoenix Chair Company in Sheboygan, by whom 
she has two children. 

Frank Sommersberger received his early education in the district and paro- 

chial schools of Sheboygan. He worked upon his father’s farm and gained a thor- 

ough knowledge of the details of agriculture. He then spent two years in She- 
boygan as a teamster in that city and finally returned home and in 1900 started 

to farm for himself on the sixty acres of land which he is now operating. He 
is interested in all kinds of agriculture and has made many improvements upon 
his land during the time of his occupancy. He strives always to keep his equip- 
ment and machinery modern. An extensive branch of his business consists of 
dealing in high-grade milch cows, which he buys and sells on a large scale. 

In October, 1891, Mr. Sommersberger was united in marriage to Miss Minnie 
Truttschel, a daughter of Ernest Truttschel, a prominent farmer of Sheboygan 

county who is now living retired and a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
work. Our subject and his wife are the parents of two children, John and 
Malinda, both of whom are living at home. The family are devout members
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of the Roman Catholic church, in which faith Mr. Sommersberger was reared 

and in which he is bringing up his children. In the course of his career as a 
farmer Mr. Sommersberger has acquired a moderate fortune, which he invests 

in a judicious manner in local enterprises. He is one of the stockholders of the 
Mosel Centerville Telephone Company and is actively interested in anything 
looking toward the welfare of his native county. He is well known and highly 
esteemed in agricultural circles of Sheboygan, where he has gained a reputation 

as a careful and scientific farmer. 

WILLIAM LUECKE. 

William Luecke was one of the well known and successful business men of 
Sheboygan where he was engaged in the general contracting and building busi- 
ness. He was born in Hanover, Germany, in 1826, and emigrated to America 

in 1854, settling in Sheboygan county where he at once associated himself in 

partnership with Mr. Roeder and with him engaged in the contracting and build- 
ing business for a period of about twenty-eight years, under the firm name of 
Luecke & Roeder. This well known firm has built many of the large buildings 
including business and residence structures now in service in the city of Sheboy- 
gan. His death occurred in Sheboygan, August 8, 1886, while still engaged in 

the active conduct of his business. 
Mr. Luecke was united in marriage to Miss Wilhelmina Brandes, who was 

the daughter of Henry Brandes, a native of Hanover, Germany, where he passed 

his entire life. Mr. and Mrs. Luecke became the parents of eight children, five 

of whom are still living: Sophia, who is the wife of Fred Rathsburg, of Sheboy- 
gan; Anna, the wife of T. Wilke, of Sheboygan; William, of Sheboygan; and 

Minnie and Emma, both of whom reside at home. Mr. Luecke served as alder- 

man of his city for two years. The mother died on July 25, 1911. William 
Luecke during life was one of the active and useful citizens of his city and county 
and the occasion of his death removed from his community one of its most highly 
respected and valued citizens. 

HENRY W. MULVEY. 

Henry W. Mulvey is successfully engaged in dairying in Lima township, where 
he owns a well improved farm of ninety-two acres. He is a native of Sheboygan 

county, his birth having occurred in Lima Center on the 1st of December, 1866. 

His father, Frank Mulvey, was born in County Clare, Ireland, in 1831, At the 
age of thirteen years together with his brother Henry, who was two years his 
junior, he left Manchester, England, for America. They landed in New York 

city, going from there to Rochester, New York, where they joined an elder 

brother, Patrick, who had emigrated to the United States some time previously. 
Frank Mulvey remained in that vicinity until he had attained his maturity, when 

he continued his journey westward to Wisconsin. He first located in Milwaukee
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county, where he worked out by the month as a farm hand. From there he came 
to Sheboygan Falls and entered the employ of a Mr. Giddings, with whom he 

remained for two years. At the expiration of that time he bought forty acres 
of land on section 20 of Lima township and went to farming for himself. His 
efforts in this direction were rewarded with a fair degree of success, and he sub- 

sequently increased his holdings until he held the title to eighty acres. He dili- 
gently applied himself to the further cultivation and improvement of his farm 
until in the early ’90s, when he withdrew from active work and removed to Hing- 

ham. He retained his farm, however, until about ten years prior to his death, 

when he disposed of it. He passed away in Hingham on the 22d of April, 1910, 
at the age of seventy-nine years. For his wife, Mr. Mulvey chose Miss Bridget 

Frances Miley, a native of this county, where she passed her entire life, her death 

occurring on July 15, 1895. She was a daughter of Martin and Mary (Lynch) 
Miley, the former a native of County Roscommon and the latter of County Long- 

ford, Ireland. The father, whose natal day was December 22, 1817, emigrated to 

the United States in 1837, first locating in Boston, Massachusetts. There he met 
Miss Lynch, whose birth occurred on the 12th of March, 1819. At the age of 
seven years she emigrated to the United States with her mother and a brother. 

They settled in Boston, where she was reared to womanhood and on the 22d of 
August, 1847, became the wife of Mr. Miley. Soon after their marriage they 
came to Sheboygan county, locating on a farm in Lima township, where they 

both passed away, her death occurring on December 31, 1887, and his on the 
18th of October, 1889. They were the parents of ten children of whom Mrs. 

Mulvey was the eldest. 
The boyhood and youth of Henry W. Mulvey was passed on the farm where 

he was born in Lima township. He obtained his schooling in Lima Center, where 
he pursued his studies until he had mastered the common branches. His energies 

‘were subsequently devoted to the cultivation of the home farm, with the work of 

which he assisted his father until he was twenty-four. He then left the parental 

roof and started out to make his own way in the world and for four years there- 

after owned and operated a milk route in Milwaukee. This venture proved to 
be fairly successful and at the expiration of that time he returned to Sheboygan 
county, investing his capital in fifty acres of land on section 31 of Lima town- 

ship. He subsequently increased his holdings by the purchase of an adjoining 
tract of forty-two acres, a portion of which is located on section 30. Mr. Mul- 

vey is diligent and enterprising and during the period of his ownership he has 
made various improvements on his place, including the remodeling of the barn, 
and the building of a silo. His fields have been brought into a high state of pro- 
ductivity and are largely planted to such cereals as are best adapted to the feeding 

of stock, as he makes a specialty of dairying. 
At St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic church in Milwaukee on the 4th of Novem- 

ber, 1890, Mr. Mulvey was united in marriage to Miss Katherine Hernan, a 
daughter of James and Johanna (Conway) Hernan, well known residents of Hol- 
land township. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Mulvey, as fol- 

lows: Regina, the wife of Frank Scheussler, of Wilson township; Irene, who died 

in infancy in Milwaukee; and Irene, who graduated from the Sheboygan high 

school with the class of 1912. In addition to their own family they have reared 

from the age of eight years Walter Walsh, who is now a youth of sixteen.
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The family are all communicants of the Roman Catholic church and belong 

to St. Patrick’s parish in the vicinity of Adell. Politically Mr. Mulvey is non- 
partisan, giving his support to such men or measures as he deems best adapted to 
subserve the interests of the majority. Practically the entire life of Mr. Mul- 

vey has been passed in the immediate vicinity of his present home, where he has 
a large circle of friends whose loyalty is substantial evidence of his excellent 
qualities of character. 

AUGUST BEUTEL 

August Beutel, who from 1868 to the time of his death in 1892 was identified 
with the manufacturing interests of Sheboygan, was born in Prussia, September 

27, 1841, emigrated to the new world in 1867 and settled in Sheboygan. Soon 
after arriving here he obtained employment in a foundry and later became con- 
nected with the Suefelt factory, where he remained for some time. In 1876 he 
conducted a small blacksmith shop in a building which still stands beside the new 
factory. 

Mr, Beutel was married, November 13, 1871, to Augusta Ulrich, a daughter 
of Charles and Hannah (Fessler) Ulrich, who emigrated with their family to 
America from Germany in 1853. They settled on a farm in Sheboygan county, 
near Plymouth, where they lived until 1882, when they removed to Neillsville, 
Wisconsin, and again took up agricultural pursuits, which they followed until 
their death, the mother passing away in 1884 and the father dying a year later. 
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Beutel were nine children, three of whom survive, 
namely: Henrietta, who married Alfred Balzer, an engineer, and has one son, 
Milton, who resides in Sheboygan; William; and Albert, who is married. Mrs. 
Beutel still lives in the old home at No. 1208 North Ninth street, Sheboygan, and 
is well and favorably known by practically all the people of the city, 

August Beutel, who for many years was connected with the manufacturing 
interests of the city, was a man of sterling, integrity and possessed a character, 
temperament and disposition which surrounded him with many friends. He 
always gave the closest attention to every detail of his business and though it 
grew in later years to considerable proportions he still found time to devote his 
attention to social and religious matters. He was a prominent figure in manu- 
facturing and business circles and the business interests of the city suffered not 
a little by his passing. 

G.. J. TENPAS. 

G. J. Tenpas is one of the substantial agriculturists of Lima township, where 
he holds the title to two hundred and fifteen acres of land, which he has acquired 
through long years of unceasing diligence and persistent effort. He was born in 
sho Falls, on the 15th of February, 1862, and is a son of G. H. and Cina 
enpas,
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Reared on a farm, the education of G, J. Tenpas was obtained in the district 
school located at Five Corners. At the age of fifteen years he left the parental 
roof and began earning his own living, being entirely dependent upon his individ. 
ual efforts thereafter. The succeeding six years he worked out by the month, 
and as he had early been trained in habits of thrift and diligence, which he put 
into practice, during that time he acquired enough money to enable him to engage 
in business for himself. He invested his earnings in a cheese factory at Hoard, 
Holland township, which he operated for two years. At the end of that time he 
disposed of it and bought a factory located on Hingham road, on section 29, 
Lima township, where he continued the manufacture of dairy products for 
another seven years. He then sold his business and went to farming. As his 

circumstances have warranted he has increased his holdings until he now owns 
two hundred and fifteen acres of land. Since acquiring the title to this property, 
he has greatly enhanced its value and appearance by the addition of various 
improvements, including the erection of a large barn in 1908, and a modern house 
two years later. He is very practical and directs his undertakings with intelli- 
gence and foresight. His fields are in a high state of productivity, his buildings 
are kept in repair and everything about the place evidences capable supervision 
and the exercise of systematic methods in its operation. He keeps a high grade 
of stock and devotes much attention to dairying, milking about twenty cows, 
while he feeds both cattle and hogs for the market. 

On the 30th of October, 1886, Mr. Tenpas was united in marriage to Miss 

Minnie Wolfert, a daughter of John Wolfert, one of the well known pioneers of 
Lima township, and they have become the parents of five children: Charles, 
who operates part of the home farm; Clara, who married Jacob Brasser, of Hing- 
ham; Lester, who is eighteen years of age; Harvey, who has passed the fifteenth 

anniverary of his birth; and Reuben, who is eleven years of age. 

The family are members of the Methodist. Episcopal church. Mr. Tenpas 
takes an active interest in local politics, giving his support to the men and meas- 

ures of the republican party. He has several times been called to public office, 
having served his township as chairman, treasurer and clerk, and he has also been 

school director and clerk, having filled the latter position for ten years. His life 
has been one of activity and perseverance, and his efforts are being crowned with 
the success he so thoroughly merits by reason of his earnest and persistent 
endeavors. 

REV, D. F. THILL. 

Rev. D. F. Thill is a well known and beloved priest of Sheboygan, Dean 
of the Sheboygan County Deanery and Consulter to the Archbishop. He has 
served as pastor of the Holy Name Catholic church for the past twenty years. 

His birth occurred at Weiler La Tour, Luxemburg, on the 25th day of August, 
1844. His parents were Peter and Susan (Watry) Thill, both natives of Lux- 

emburg. His father was a farmer by occupation. He served in the Holland 
army in 1830 during its war with Belgium, and later served in the Belgian army 
during the same war. He obtained the rank of corporal. In 1847 Peter Thill 
came to America with his family and located at Holy Cross, Ozaukee county, 
Wisconsin, where the family home was established. To Peter Thill and wife
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were born seven children. John B. is now a retired farmer of Holy Cross, 

Ozaukee county. J. E., formerly a resident of Port Washington, Wisconsin, has 
passed away. Nicholas, deceased, was a priest, and at one time had charge of 

Holy Name church of Sheboygan, St. Nicholas Hospital, of this city, being named 

in his honor, and under his supervision was erected the first building of the hos- 

pital. Mary is the wife of Theodore Jung, of Port Washington, Wisconsin. J. 
Peter is deceased. Rev. Dominic F., the subject of this sketch, is the next in 

order of birth. John P. is deceased. The parents have long since passed to their 
reward and are buried at Port Washington, Wisconsin. 

When but three years of age, Father Thill was brought by his parents to 

America. He remained at home until a youth of fifteen, attending the public 
and parochial school. In October, 1859, he entered St. Francis Seminary, near 
Milwaukee, to prepare for the holy priesthood and was ordained January 29, 

1868, by Rt. Rev. Bishop (afterward Archbishop) J. M. Henni. Father Thill 
was first sent to Madison as assistant at Holy Redeemer church, and in May, 

i868, was transferred to St. Matthews church, at Neosho, Dodge county, as its 

first resident pastor. He remained here until 1871 when he took charge of St. 

Bruno’s church at Ottawa, Wisconsin. In 1873 he was appointed pastor of St. 
Joseph church at Waukesha, where he remained until 1880, when he succeeded 

Rt. Rev. Vicar General L. Batz at St. Mary’s church of Milwaukee. He labored 
here faithfully for eleven years and resigned in November, 1891, to assume the 
pastorate at St. John the Baptist church of Jefferson, Wisconsin. He was here 
only nine months when he exchanged pastorates with his brother Nicholas who 

was in feeble health and thus in 1892 took charge of Holy Name church of She- 
boygan, where he has remained since. Since coming here, Father Thill has 
worked with untiring zeal, and his labors have proven a potent element in the 
growth of his church and the spread of Catholicity in this section. 

When he assumed charge the parish was in debt some twenty thousand dollars, 
and this was reduced from time to time to seven thousand dollars, when new im- 

provements had to be made which increased the indebtedness to twenty-six thou- 

sand dollars. There now remains of this eleven thousand seven hundred dollars. 
In the meantime, a great many improvements were made under his supervision, 
a partial enumeration of which would include the following: 

The larger portion of Holy Name schoolhouse built at a cost of twenty thou- 
sand dollars; the heating plant in the church at two thousand six hundred dollars; 
the new altar at three thousand five hundred dollars; the new pulpit at nine hun- 
dred dollars; the communion railing; a set of new stations costing nine hundred 

dollars; a new baptistry at one thousand two hundred dollars; and a new slate 

toof on church and side vestibules costing in all about eight thousand dollars. 

In torr the church was redecorated and a tile floor put in the sanctuary and aisles, 

while ceiling and walls were embellished with oil paintings at a cost of thirteen 
thousand dollars. In fact, while he has had charge there has been somewhere 
between seventy-five and one hundred thousand dollars raised and expended. 
The grounds surrounding the church have been beautified with trees, shrubbery, 
Statuary and boulders which give evidence of Father Thill’s love of nature. 

In addition there is a collection of rock containing precious minerals sent from 
Cananea, Mexico, by A. O. Koppes, a brother of Rt. Rev. J. J. Koppes, bishop 
of the grand duchy of Luxemburg. A thing of which Father Thill can justly be 
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proud is the Holy Name school which has advanced under his pastorate, unt] 

now it is considered one of the best in the state. It is now a graded school con- 

ducted by the Sisters of Notre Dame, and its diplomas admit the graduates to the 

high school without examination. It is attended by over eight hundred pupils, 
Day by day and year by year Father Thill has modestly wrought until the Holy 

Name church in beauty of appointments and spiritual prosperity is second to none 
in this state. The estimated value of the property is about two hundred thousand 

dollars. 

Father Thill is a man of great energy and strength of character, a faithful 

pastor and a genial and instructive companion. 

REGINALD W. BUSSE. 

Reginald W. Busse holds the responsible position of secretary of the Opten- 
berg Iron Works, with which he has been associated for the past seven years. 

He is a native of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred at Oshkosh, August 8, 

1879, and is the son of C. F. and Catherine (Hoehle) Busse, the former of whom 
was born in Appleton and the latter in New York city. The mother was a 
daughter of W. J. Hoehle, a Methodist minister. She removed with her husband 
to Sheboygan in 1890 and her death there occurred in 1902, when she was 
forty-six years of age, but Mr. Busse is still living and continues to make his 
home in that city. In their family were five sons: Reginald W., of this review; 
Samuel, who is a bookkeeper for the Crocker Chair Company; Arthur, who is 

an engineer and resides in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; William, who has charge of 

the order department of the Northern Furniture Company; and Milton, who is 

also in the employ of the Northern Furniture Company. 
Reginald W. Busse was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the 

public schools of Appleton. After completing his elementary education he pur- 
sued a general course of business training in the State Business College of She- 

boygan, Wisconsin, and later entered the employ of the Crocker Chair Company 
as foreman of its shipping department. He remained thus engaged for a number 
of years and then became connected with the Optenberg Iron Works, where he 
served an apprenticeship of four years as a boilermaker. At the expiration of 

that time he was elected as secretary of the company, which position he has 

filled for the past three years. 
Mr. Busse was married in Sheboygan, June 18, 1902, to Miss Anna Opten- 

berg, a daughter of J. H. Optenberg, president of the Optenberg Iron Works. 

To Mr. and Mrs Busse has been born a son, Marvin, who is now eight years of 
age. Mr. Busse is affiliated with the republican party and is one of the active 
and influential men in the councils of that political organization. He received 
the nomination for alderman of the fourth ward of Sheboygan in 1912. Fra- 
ternally he is a member of Camp No. 2223, M. W. A., and he and Mrs, Busse are 
members of the English branch of the Methodist Episcopal church of Sheboygan. 
Mr. Busse‘s career as a business man has been one of steady progress from its 
early beginning until the present time. His ability and trustworthiness have 
been the personal assets with which he has secured a steady advancement from
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the position of an order clerk to the office of secretary of one of the large and 

prosperous iron companies of Sheboygan. He is a man of political influence 

in the county and he is always prompt to contribute his assistance and influence 
to the advancement of any enterprise seeking the improvement of the people in 

his state and the city in which he lives. 

JOHN F. SCHUTTE. 

John F. Schutte is the owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and fifty- 

five acres in Mosel township. He has been engaged in agricultural pursuits on his 
own account since 1899 and his labors have been attended with a measure of 
success that places him among the prosperous agriculturists of his native country. 
He was born in Mosel township, February 16, 1875, a son of Henry Schutte, 

whose birth occurred in Oldenburg, Germany, whence he came to America in 
early life, arriving in 1848, when about eleven years of age in company with his 
father Henry Schutte, Sr. Having arrived at the years of maturity Henry 

Schutte, Jr., was married to Caroline Kolb, a daughter of Frederick and Johanna 

(Wimmler) Kolb, who were farming people. The father came to America from 
Saxony, Germany, in 1850 when his daughter Caroline was nine years of age. 
The Kolb home was established in Meeme, Manitowoc county, the family never 
coming to Sheboygan county. The Schuttes, however, lived at different times 
in Meeme, Manitowoc county, and Mosel township, Sheboygan county. Unto 
Henry and Carolina (Kolb) Schutte were born eleven children of whom eight 

are yet living: Minnie, who is the widow of Emil Scheibe, who was a brewer 

of Marshfield, Wisconsin, where Mrs. Scheibe still makes her home; Emma, 

the wife of Henry Wunsch, who is engaged in the flour and feed business at 
Sheboygan; Henry, who is married and lives in Milwaukee; Lena, the wife of 

William Schmitt, a liveryman of Sheboygan; John F.; Otto, a member of the fire 

department of Sheboygan; Bertha, the wife of Ed Grube, a saloon keeper of 
Sheboygan; and Richard, who is married and is in the shoe department of the 

J. & W. Jung store in Sheboygan. Henry Schutte, Jr., the father of our subject, 
died on June 13, 1905, but the mother is still living. 

Brought up on the farm the early training and experiences of John F. Schutte 
were those which usually fall to the farm land. He pursued his early education 

in the district schools and afterward continued his studies in the high school at 
Sheboygan, He then returned to the home farm upon which he has since lived 

and in 1899 he began farming on his own account, having one hundred and fifty- 
five acres of land which he has brought under a high state of cultivation. There 

are good improvements upon the place and the land naturally rich and productive, 
tesponds readily to the care and labor which he bestows upon it. He utilizes the 
latest improved machinery in facilitating the work of the fields and the farm pre- 
sents a neat and thrifty appearance which indicates his careful supervision and 

practical methods. : 
On the 22d of April, 1899, Mr. Schutte was married to Miss Emma Sommer, 

a daughter of Gotthold Sommer, a native of Germany. Mrs. Schutte was born in 

the township of Mosel and by her marriage has become the mother of five chil-
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dren: Gordon, Verna, John, Dorothy and Harvey. The parents are members of 

the Lutheran church and Mr. Schutte gives his political support to the republican 

party. He has held some local offices, serving both as supervisor and road com- 

missioner. He has also given evidence of his deep interest in the cause of educa- 
tion by his service on the school board. A lifelong resident of Sheboygan county 
he rejoices in its progress and advancement along all lines contributing to its 

permanent prosperity and upbuilding. His has been an active and useful life 
although quietly spent in the pursuits of the farm and the success which is his is 
well merited. 

WILLIAM E. HILDEBRAND. 

For more than a quarter of a century the name of William E. Hildebrand, 
president of the Sheboygan Construction Company and the Hildebrand Lumber 
& Manufacturing Company, has been prominently identified with the local build- 
ing interests. He is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred at 
Mosel on the 12th of June, 1857. His father, Ferdinand Hildebrand, was born 

and reared in Germany, whence he came to the United States in 1849 and located 
in this county. For eight years thereafter he engaged in farming, but at the 
expiration of that time he removed to Sheboygan, continuing to make this city 
his home until his death, which occurred on the 13th of June, 1908. For his wife 
and helpmate he chose Miss Christina Armstorf, to whom he was married on 
the 2d of July, 1856. She is a native of Germany and a daughter of Louis 
and Christiana Armstorf, who emigrated to the United States with their family 

in 1853, and located in Sheboygan. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Hilde- 
brand, of whom our subject is the eldest, are as follows: Louis, who is married 

and living in Sheboygan; Charles, who is also married and engaged in the grocery 

business in this city; and Clara, who married William Altin, of Sheboygan. The 

mother is still living. 

The education of William E. Hildebrand was acquired in the German paro- 
' chial schools, which he attended until he was a youth of thirteen years. He then 

began his business training, his first position being in a local chair factory, where 

he was employed for four years. Next he learned the carpenter’s trade and in 
the late 80s he became associated with Robert Ebenreiter in the business of con- 

tracting and building. They subsequently extended the scope of their activities 
by becoming the proprietors of a lumber business, and engaged at the same time 

in the operation of a sawmill in Oneida county, this state, which latter enterprise 
they conducted until the building was destroyed by fire in 1904. They con- 

tinued their lumber business in this city under the firm name of Ebenreiter & 
Hildebrand until 1912, when they dissolved after being associated in business 

for twenty-five years. Ebenreiter & Hildebrand were the promoters and or- 

ganized the Sheboygan Construction Company, in company with others, and 
shortly thereafter Mr. Hildebrand took over the interest of Mr. Ebenreiter and 

is now the president and acting manager of this company. Prior to the promotion 

of the Sheboygan Construction Company he had also purchased the stone quarry 
originally owned by a Mr. Craig who had sold it in turn to Mr. Kohlhagen in
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i880. Mr. Kohlhagen operated the quarry for fifteen years and then sold it to 
his son and Peter Ingalls, who four years later disposed of it to Mr. Hilde- 

brand. The Sheboygan Construction Company carry lime, crushed stone, cement 

plaster, hair, fire brick, fire clay and wood. The company was incorporated in 
1908, with Mr. Hildebrand as president ; Charles Koth, vice president ; Otto Nau- 

mann, treasurer ; and Arthur Lutze, secretary. They are all well known, reputable 

business men and theirs is one of the flourishing and rapidly developing enter- 
prises of the city. On July 27, 1912, Mr. Hildebrand organized with his sons 
the Hildebrand Lumber Manufacturing & Supply Company, with yards and 
offices located in the seventh ward, where they carry a full and complete line of 

building materials. He has prospered in his undertakings and is financially inter- 
ested in various minor industries and enterprises of the city and he also owns 
stock in the Farmers’ & Merchants’ Bank. 

On the 4th of June, 1880, Mr. Hildebrand married Miss Mary Hildebrant, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Jacob Hildebrant, natives of Germany, who located 
in Sheboygan county during the pioneer period. Of the seven children born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Hildebrand, five are living, as follows: Louis, a resident of She- 

boygan Falls, who is married and has one son; William, who is a carpenter by 

trade; Arthur, who is learning the machinist’s trade; Francis, who is employed 
in the office of the clerk of the circuit court; and Walaske, who is at home. They 

are all graduates of the high school. Mr. Hildebrand is a member of the Arbeiter 
Unterstuetzungs Verein, and is one of Sheboygan’s enterprising and progressive 

business men and estimable citizens. He has always made the best use of his 
advantages and opportunities and such success as has come to him is attributable 
to his unceasing diligence and his honorable methods of conducting his transac- 
tions, which has won for him the confidence and esteem of those with whom 

he has had dealings. 

ABRAHAM LOURET. 

Abraham Louret owns ninety-seven acres of well improved land on sections 
30 and 31, Lima township, and there he engages in the breeding and raising of 
thoroughbred Holstein cattle. He is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth 
having occurred in Holland township on the 18th of May, 1863. His father, 

Abraham Louret, was born and reared in Holland, but in early life he left the 

land of his birth and came to America, seeking the wonderful opportunities he 
had been told awaited all enterprising young men in the new world. He came 
direct to Sheboygan county, and soon thereafter purchased some land on section 

6, Holland township, which he diligently cultivated for several years. He sub- 
sequently sold this tract and bought a place on section 7, where he continued 
his agricultural pursuits until shortly prior to his death, which occurred at the 
home of a son at Colesburg, Iowa. For his wife Mr. Louret chose Miss Johanna 
Delyser, likewise a native of Holland, who came to the United States with her 

Parents, Josiah and Johannah Delyser, who located in Holland township. She 
passed away on the home farm in 1876, at the age of forty-seven years. The 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Louret numbered four, of whom our subject is the
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youngest. In order of birth the others are as follows: Josiah, who is deceased; 
Anna, the wife of Abraham Brill, of Holland township; and John, who is a 

resident of Lyndon township. 

The early years in the life of Abraham Louret were very similar to those 
of other lads reared in his community at that period. He was educated in the 

district schools and assisted his father about the farm until he was twenty years 

of age, when he learned telegraphy. His first position was with the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad Company, with whom he remained a year. At the expira- 
tion of that time he identified himself with the Chicago, St. Paul & Kansas City, 

now the Great Western, continuing in their service for five years. He subse- 

quently engaged in the milling business with his brother Josiah at Verndale, Min- 

nesota, but three years later he disposed of his interest in this enterprise and 

returned to Holland township, where he farmed for several years. Disposing 

of his property there he came to Lima township and purchased ninety-seven acres 
of land on sections 30 and 31, which is his present place of residence. In con- 
nection with general farming, Mr. Louret has always engaged in stock-raising 
but since the spring of 1911, he has been making a specialty of the breeding of 
high-grade cattle. He has recently added to his herd four head of registered 
Holsteins, which he purchased in New York, and expects to make of his place 

one of the model stock farms of Wisconsin. For the past fifteen years, Mr. 
Louret has been agent for the Fidelity Phoenix Fire Insurance Company, and 
for some time he has also been representative for the Home and North Ameri- 
can Insurance Companies. 

In Holland township, on the 24th of December, 1890, Mr. Louret was united 
in marriage to Miss Debbie Rhodes, a daughter of Henry and Deborah (McCon- 
key) Rhodes, well known residents of that township. Three children have been 

born of this marriage, as follows: Lucille, who is now eighteen years of age; 
Beatrice, who has passed the sixteenth anniversary of her birth; and George, 

who is a youth of fourteen. 
The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church of Hingham, in which 

the parents hold membership. Fraternally Mr. Louret is affiliated with Hingham 
Camp, No. 4109, M. W. A., of which he was clerk for ten years and he also 

held the office of watchman and was sent as delegate to the state camp. He is a 
republican in his political views and for five years discharged the duties of school 
clerk in his township. Mr. Louret is a man of energy and enterprise, and as | 

he conducts his transactions in an upright and fair manner, is accorded the respect 
of those with whom he has dealings. He is meeting with success in his under- 
takings and is numbered among the capable and substantial citizens of his com- 

munity. 

CHARLES M. RIES. 

Charles M. Ries, whose life record is a credit and honor to the county which 

in the fall of 1910 called him to public office in his election to the position of 

county treasurer, the duties of which he assumed on the 2d of January, 1911, has 
always lived in this section of the state. His birth occurred in Sheboygan town-
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ship on the 16th of February, 1861, his parents being Peter and Margaret (Clem- 
ents) Ries, who were early settlers of the county, the father coming from Ger- 

many to the new world and establishing his home in Sheboygan in 1846. He 

was married here and became closely associated with business and public inter- 

ests, his activities and his energy proving salient features in the substantial 
development and upbuilding of this part of the state. 

Charles M. Ries was reared upon his father’s farm, early becoming familiar 

with the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist as he tills the 
soil and gathers his crops. After leaving school he remained upon the home 
farm and is still identified with agricultural pursuits in the county as owner of 
fifty-three acres of the old homestead. At one time he owned one hundred acres 
but sold forty-seven acres of the tract to the Northwestern Railroad Company 
for yard purposes. In all his farm work he has been actuated by a practical and 
progressive spirit, resulting in the successful development and cultivation of 
his place which has annually returned to him good harvests, providing him with 
a gratifying income. A well spent life has won for him the high regard and trust 
of his fellow citizens, who, recognizing his capability for office, have indicated 
their trust in him by electing him to different positions of public responsibility. 

In 1890 he was appointed supervisor and the following year was elected to that 

office and served two terms, afterward becoming chairman of the board, in which 

capacity he continued for a year. He was afterward out of politics for six or 
eight years but later was again called to office and for eight consecutive years 
was elected, without opposition, as town chairman. In the fall of 1910 his name 

was placed on the county ticket as a candidate for treasurer, and the election 

returns showed him to have been the popular candidate. He therefore assumed 

the duties of the office on the 2d of January the following year, and is making a 
creditable record as the custodian of the public funds. 

Mr. Ries was married in 1885 to Miss Johanna Sprangers, of this county, 

and unto them have been born thirteen children, all of whom are still living. 

Mr. Ries holds membership with the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and in that 
organization is widely known. His many sterling traits of character, his’ reli- 
ability in business, his loyalty in citizenship and his devotion to his family and 
friends are qualities which have placed him high in public regard. 

JOHN PIERCE. 

One of the well known residents of Lima township was the late John Pierce, 
who was born in Jefferson county, New York, on the 14th of October, 1825, and 

passed away on his farm, located a half-mile from Hingham, on August 3, 

1907. He was a son of James and Bessie (Wade) Pierce, who were pioneer 
settlers of Lyndon township, where they both passed away. 

John Pierce came to Wisconsin in his early life and was for many years iden- 
tified with the agricultural development of Sheboygan county. When ready to 
begin farming on his own account he purchased the Jason Clark place, located 
in Lyndon township in the vicinity of Hingham, which he cultivated for about 
twenty-five years. At the expiration of that time he disposed of it and bought
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the farm in Lima township where his widow now resides. It comprises twenty- 
four acres and has always been entirely devoted to the raising of berries and 

small fruits. 

At the age of about twenty-six years, Mr. Pierce completed his arrangements 
for a home of his own by his marriage to Miss Eliza Cobb, a daughter of Daniel 
and Louanie (Adams) Cobb, natives of the east, who came to Wisconsin about 

1837 and settled in Sheboygan county. Mr. and Mrs. Pierce began their domes- 

tic life on the farm in Lyndon township, and resided there until they came to 
the place in Lima, where Mrs. Pierce still makes her home. She has attained 
the venerable age of seventy-six, her natal day having been the 27th of November, 

1836, and enjoys good health for one of her years. Their family numbers eight: 

Adelbert, who is residing in Sheboygan; Clement, who lives in the vicinity of 
Kingsley, Michigan; Frederick, who also resides in the vicinity of Kingsley; 
William, of Hingham; Elmer, who is rural mail carrier between Hingham and 

Adell and lives at home with his mother ; Charles, who is a resident of Wiriooski, 

this state; Eva, the wife of Edward Jensen, of Antigo, Wisconsin; and Nellie, 

who married John Ackerman, of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Pierce originally yoted the republican ticket, but as he did not indorse 
their attitude on the liquor question later gave his support to the prohibition 

party. He never actively participated in local affairs, although he was a public- 

spirited man and was highly esteemed in his community, where he had many 

friends. 

GEORGE S. HOEKSTRA. 

George S. Hoekstra has for seventeen years been engaged in the wholesale 
and retail milk, butter, cheese and ice cream business in Sheboygan, and is one 
of the representative men in this line of trade in the city. He is a native of this 
county, his birth having occurred on the 5th of April, 1862, in the old family 
homestead, which is one of the oldest residences in Sheboygan. His parents, 
Sjourd and Dewka (Rensis) Hoekstra, were born, reared and married in Hol- 
land. They emigrated to America and settled in Sheboygan during the early 
pioneer days, and here the father, who was a carpenter and millwright, built the 

old family home, which is still standing and was one of the first houses built in 

that part of the city. The family always lived here, although Mr. Hoekstra’s 

work necessitated his spending much of his time in Milwaukee and vicinity. 

Of the seven children born to Mr. and Mrs, Hoekstra all but three are now 

deceased, our subject being the youngest. The eldest, James, is living in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania; and Olive, the only daughter, is residing with the mother, 

the father being deceased. 

George S. Hoekstra was reared at home and educated in the public schools. 
After laying aside his text-books he began his business career as a clerk in the 

store of F. Lawrence, in whose employ he remained for twenty years. In 1895, 

he established the business he is now conducting under the firm name of George 

S. Hoekstra Milk Company, and has met with a gratifying measure of success 
in the development of this enterprise. He conforms to the modern sanitary



: HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 473 

regulations governing the care of milk and its various products, and the quality 

of everything he handles is of the best and exactly as represented; as a result 

he has an excellent patronage and makes consignments of his goods throughout 
the state. 

Mr. Hoekstra married Miss Nellie Merrill, a native of Sheboygan county and 

a daughter of Almon Merrill, and to them have been born three children, Jennie, 

Francis and Harry. 

The family affiliate with the Congregational church in which the parents 

hold membership. Mr. Hoekstra also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of 

America, the Equitable Fraternal Union and the Moose. From the very first he 

has always made it a point to conduct his business transactions in the most 

straightforward and honorable manner and as a result he has won the confidence 
of his patrons and has established the reputation of being as good as his word, 
and to this must be attributed much of his success. : 

DANIEL J. MURPHY. 

Daniel J. Murphy, who is engaged in dairying in Lima township, where he 
owns eighty acres of well improved land on section 20, is one of Sheboygan 
county’s enterprising native sons, his birth having occurred on the farm where 
he now resides on November 8, 1868. His father, Daniel Murphy, was born in 
Cork, Ireland, in November, 1824, and was a son of Cornelius and Bridget (Daly) 

Murphy. The grandparents were born, reared and married in the city of Cork, 
whence they emigrated to America with their family, locating in Chicago during 
the pioneer days. Later they came to Sheboygan county and settled on a farm 
in Mitchell township, where the grandfather passed away. His widow subse- 

quently removed to Lima township, which remained her place of residence until 
her death at the venerable age of ninety years. Daniel Murphy was a young 

man when he located in Chicago, where he married Miss Margaret Leonard, the 

mother of our subject. She was also a native of Ireland, but in early girlhood 
emigrated to the United States with her father, who located in Chicago. Mr. 

and Mrs, Daniel Murphy were married in the latter city, but later they came to 

Mitchell township, this county, which was their home for about ten years. From 
there they came to Lima township and here the father purchased eighty acres of 
land on section 20, which is now the property of our subject. In the early ‘50s, 

the father went to California, having been lured there by the tales he had heard 
of the gold fields and the wonderful fortunes discovered by many of the pros- 

pectors. He remained on the Pacific coast for three years, and then returned to 

Wisconsin. For several years thereafter he was employed in the copper mines 

in the vicinity of Lake Superior, but he subsequently came back to Sheboygan 

county and resumed his agricultural pursuits. He passed away on his farm on 
the 21st of April, 1912, and there the mother’s death occurred two days later. 

The funeral services for both were conducted at the same time and they were 
laid to rest side by side in the churchyard of St. Rose’s parish. To them were 
born eight children, six of whom are living: William, who is a resident of Chi- 

cago; Elizabeth, the wife of Harry Brewer, of Chicago; Mary, who married
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Ralph Burns, of Chicago; John, who is also a resident of Chicago; Anna, the 

wife of Charles Parker, of Dallas, Texas; and Daniel J., our subject. The father 

was one of the public-spirited men of his community and took an active interest 
in all political affairs, giving his support to the democratic party. He never 

sought office for himself, but earnestly assisted his friends who had political 

aspirations. Both he and the mother were ardent Catholics and belonged to St, 

Rose’s parish. 

The early years of Daniel J. Murphy were passed on his father’s farm, and 
in the acquirement of his education he attended the district schools of Lima 
township. In 1893, he left home and went to Chicago, where for two years he 
followed railroading. At the time of the big strike in 1894, he remained loyal 
to his fellow employes and sustained the principles of the union by obeying the 
command of its leaders to leave the service. The next year he returned home and 

rented the farm from his father and has ever since devoted his energies to agri- 
cultural pursuits and dairying. 

At St. Rose’s church on the 19th of April, 1898, Mr. Murphy was married to 
Miss Caroline Groeneveldt, a daughter of John Groeneveldt, a well known resi- 

dent of this vicinity. Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy: 

Dorothy, who died at the age of five years; Chauncey, who is nine years of age; 
Isabelle, who has passed her fifth birthday; and John, who celebrated the first 
anniversary of his birth on June 7, 1912. 

The family attend St. Rose’s Roman Catholic church, of which the parents 
are communicants, and politically Mr. Murphy is a democrat. He is widely known 

in this vicinity, where his family has resided for three generations, and has many 

friends, as he is a genial man of upright principles and is honest in his business 

transactions. 

CHRIST H. HARDER. 

Christ H. Harder is one of the highly respected and successful agriculturists 

of Sheboygan county. He was born in Germany, November 3, 1851, and is the 

son of Joachim and Mary (Barteen) Harder, both of whom were natives of 
Germany. The father with his family emigrated to the United States and in 

1875 settled in Sheboygan Falls township on the farm which is now owned by 

his son Christ. He continued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits for many 
years but later in life disposed of his property and retired from business, residing 

with his son John until the time of his death, in 1892, the mother passing away 
in 1907. There are four living members of their family, as follows: Christ, 
the subject of this review; Joachim, who is married and is engaged in farming 

near Plymouth; John, who is also married and is engaged in farming neat 

Sheboygan Falls; and Mrs. Mary Kroeger, of Sheboygan Falls. 
Christ H. Harder was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public 

schools of his native land. In company with his parents he emigrated to America 

when he was a young man and at once engaged in farming, a vocation which he 

has ever since followed. He first invested in a farm of twenty acres which he 
successfully cultivated and later by additional purchase he increased his hold-
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ings until he now owns a total of two hundred acres of excellent Sheboygan 

county farm land, two miles north of Sheboygan Falls. This fine farm he has 
brought to a very high state of cultivation and it is recognized as one of the most 
valuable properties in his part of the county. 

On December 20, 1875, Mr. Harder was united in marriage to Miss Frederica 

Bull, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Bull, both of whom are now deceased. To 

Mr, and Mrs. Harder eight children were born, six of whom are still living: 

Lizzie, who is now the wife of August Fenner, a farmer of Sheboygan town- 

ship; August; Rudolph; Bertha, who is the wife of Herman Schlichling, a 

farmer of Sheboygan Falls township; Louis; and Anna, who is the wife of Otto 
Herring of Sheboygan Falls township. Mr. Harder is well known throughout 
Sheboygan county and is everywhere highly respected for his integrity in busi- 
ness transactions and for the uprightness of his character and his enterprising 

qualities as a valued and useful citizen of the state and county in which he lives. 

CHARLES BERNARD FREYBERG. 

On June 27, 1908, there died in Sheboygan a well known and widely loved 
man. His life had been for many years closely connected with the development 
of his section of the country and his activities had been a dominating factor in 
its growth. Charles Bernard Freyberg was a native of Germany, having been 
born in Pomerania, that country, August 16, 1844. His parents were Louis and 
Caroline (Weinschlager) Freyberg, both natives of Germany. His father was a 
blacksmith by trade and followed this occupation until his emigration to the 
United States in 1852. He came from Hamburg with his wife and five chil- 
dren, making the voyage on a sailing vessel and arriving in New York nine weeks 
after his departure from Germany. He lived in Milwaukee for six months, re- 
moving from that city to Sheboygan county, which was then in a primitive and 
undeveloped state. He opened a little shop at Howards Grove, this county, and 
continued in this connection for seven years. , For a portion of this time he also 
operated a shingle mill in the same section. He removed to Meeme, in Manitowoc 
county, in 1859, and engaged in the sawmilling business for six years. At the 
expiration of that period he moved to Sheboygan, where he built one of the first 
flouring mills in the city, operating this in conjunction with a shingle mill until 
his retirement. His son succeeded him in the business and looked after his 
interests until the father’s death, at the age of sixty-five years. 

Charles B. Freyberg came to the United States with his parents and received 
his education in the English and German schools of Sheboygan county. He 

| worked in his father’s blacksmith shop for some time and engaged in this line of 
occupation until he reached the age of twenty-one. His first business enterprise 
on his own account was a little store at Howards Grove, which he operated for 
one year. He then purchased the old sawmill of his father in Manitowoc county 
and ran it with much success for six years, when he sold out and in partner- 
ship with his brothers, Albert and Herman Freyberg, bought the flour mill which 
his father had founded in Sheboygan county. This he operated for four or five 
years and in the meantime opened a lumber yard in this city. Some two years
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later he and his brothers purchased a sawmill from A. L. Weeks, in Manitowoc 

county, and operated it until it was destroyed by fire two years afterward. Sub- 

sequently they built a mill on Washington island, where they also opened a store 

and had charge of the dock. They then engaged in the lumber business and 
opened a yard in this city, with which they have since been continuously con- 

nected. They removed to their present quarters at the foot of Pennsylvania 

avenue in 1888 and have developed their business along modern and progressive 

lines since that time. At the time of Charles B. Freyberg’s death he had attained 

a position of prominence in the industrial world of this city. The plant con- 

sists of two large four story buildings equipped with the most modern and effi- 
cient milling machinery. The lumber yard covers one and one-half blocks and 

has three hundred and thirty feet of dock frontage. The buildings upon it 
are occupied by a planing mill, which is also operated by the Freyberg brothers, 
and the plant of the Sheboygan Novelty Company which was incorporated in 
1890 with a capital stock of thirty thousand dollars. Charles B. Freyberg was 
the president of this organization from its foundation. 

Mr. Freyberg was married at Howards Grove, Wisconsin, in 1865, to Miss 
Caroline Kestner, a daughter of William Kestner, a pioneer of Sheboygan county, 

who came to this district from Germany at an early date. Mr. and Mrs. Frey- 
berg were the parents of five children: Lisetta; Clara, now Mrs. William Water- 

man; Norma, the wife of Guido Nehrlich; Alma, the wife of Walter Piper; and 

Carl, who died at the age of five. 
Charles B. Freyberg’s sudden death on June 27, 1908, was a great shock to 

his numberless friends in this city. He was one of the most prominent citizens 

of Sheboygan county, actively interested in his business, and a dominant factor 
‘in the commercial life of the city. He was one of the organizers and a director 
of the Citizens State Bank and was elected president of that institution on the 
day of his death. While he lived he gave his hopes and his accomplishments to 
the promotion of the welfare of his native section and to the prosperity of his 
fellow citizens; when he died he left behind him as an incentive to the coming 

generation the story of a remarkable and successful business career and the 

record of a life well lived. 

RICHARD TRUTTSCHEL. 

Richard Truttschel, who engages in general agricultural pursuits and stock- 
raising in Mosel township, Sheboygan county, was born on the farm where he 
now resides on the 8th of October, 1874. His father, Ernst Truttschel, was 
born in Germany and there passed the first fourteen years of his life. He emi- 

grated to the United States in 1848 with his parents, who located on some gov- 
ernment land in Mosel township, where he was reared to manhood. After attain- 

ing maturity he acquired a farm of his own, which he increased from time to 

time by the purchase of other tracts until it aggregated one hundred and fifty 
acres. The further improvement and cultivation of his homestead engaged his 

time and energies until about 1902, when he withdrew from active work and 

removed to Sheboygan, where he is now living retired. The maiden name of
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the mother, who is now deceased, was Wilhelmina Festerling. She was like- 

wise a native of Germany and came to America in childhood with her parents, 
who settled in Mosel township. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Truttschel, our subject being the sixth in order of birth. The others are as fol- 

lows: Ida, the wife of Henry Koerman, who is employed in the American 

Manufacturing Company, by whom she has had two children, one of whom is 
deceased; Gustav, a farmer of Mosel township, who is married and has four 

children; Albert, a county employe in the courthouse at Sheboygan, who is 
married and has two children; Minnie, the wife of Frank Sommersberger, a 

farmer, and the mother of two children; George, who is residing in Milwau- 

kee; and Louisa, deceased, who was the wife of Jacob Breuchel. 
In the acquirement of his education Richard Truttschel attended the district 

schools of Wisconsin and also the Normal School at Dixon, Illinois, Upon the 
completion of his studies he returned home and devoted his time and attention 
to the cultivation of the fields and care of the crops. Upon the retirement of 
his father he bought the farm, which he has been cultivating with fair success 
for the past ten years. 

On the 1st of February, 1902, Mr. Truttschel was married to Miss Emma 

Olivia Luecker, the event being celebrated in Mosel township. Mrs. Truttschel 

is a daughter of Christ and Mary (Brust) Luecker, farming people of Center- 
ville, Manitowoc county, where they both passed away, the father’s death occur- 

ting in October, 1906, and that of the mother in December, 1900. Three chil- 

dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Truttschel: Melvin, Gladys and Leroy. 
The political support of Mr. Truttschel is given to the republican party, and 

he is now serving with efficiency as supervisor of Mosel township. He is a 
stockholder in the Mosel-Centerville Telephone Company, and is numbered 
among the capable and enterprising agriculturists of his community, where he 
has passed the greater part of his life and is accorded the esteem and regard 

of a large circle of acquaintances. 

} AUGUST SCHECK. 

No history given in this volume illustrates more closely the value of capable 
and efficient service than that of August Scheck, who for twenty-one years 

has been chief of police of Sheboygan. So carefully has he guarded the interests 

of the public in his official capacity that there has been no thought of change 
unless some ambitious man has desired the position for his own gain. Mr. 
Scheck had previously been a patrolman and throughout his official career his 
record has been most creditable. 

A native of Connecticut, he was born in Waterbury on the 6th of August, 
1857, and is a son of Jacob and Maria (Oeckerlander) Scheck. The father was 
born in Wittenberg, Germany, and came with his wife to America in 1852, set- 
tling at Waterbury, Connecticut, where he worked as a laborer. In 1866 he re- 
moved westward to Milwaukee where he was connected with the fish industry 
almost to the time of his death which occurred in 1904 when he was seventy- 
six years of age. He had for about four years survived his wife, who passed
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away in 1900 at the age of seventy-two years. They were consistent members 
of the Lutheran church and were people of many sterling traits of character, 
In their family were four children: John, a tinner residing in Milwaukee; 
August; Mary, the deceased wife of William Kufeldt, and Emma, also living in 
Milwaukee. 

After his school days were over August Scheck began learning the tanning 
and currier’s trade, which he followed to the age of twenty-nine years. In 1877 
he came to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, continuing in the same line of business until 
1886, when he retired from that field to accept public office, having been appointed 
to the position of patrolman on the police force. Five years’ capable and faith- 
ful service in that capacity brought him to his present position, to which he was 
appointed on the 18th of January, 1891. He has since served as chief of police, 
covering a period of twenty-one years, He has ever been fair and impartial 
in the discharge of his duties, has carefully systematized the work of the de- 
partment and ever seeks to maintain law and order in their highest form. 

In 1875 Mr. Scheck was married to Miss Mary Eszwein, who was born in 
Sheboygan county and is the daughter of Philip Eszwein, a native of Hesse- 
Darmstadt, Germany, who came to America in an early day and who was at 
one time engaged in the lumber business and in farming in this county but is 
now living retired at the very venerable age of ninety years. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Scheck have been born two children: Jacob C., a plumber of Chicago; 
and Wallace, who married Alma Jopke and has one child, Wallace, now five 
years of age. For his second wife Wallace Scheck chose Gertrude McCormack, 
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Mr. Scheck is prominently known in various fraternal connections. He was 
president of the local organization of the Fraternal Order of Eagles when that 
society built its present fine home, which is one of the finest lodge buildings of 
the city. He also holds membership with the Knights of the Maccabees, is a 
prominent member of the Turnverein and also of the Concordia Singing Society. 
His religious faith is that of the Lutheran church. While he votes with the 
democratic party he has never held nor desired office save that which he now 

fills, and he has never allowed political honors to interfere in the slightest degree 
with the efficient performance of his official duties. 

JOHN WALSH. 

John Walsh engages in the dairy business in Lima township, where he owns 
one hundred and fifty acres of well improved land located on section 21. His 
birth occurred on the place where he now resides on the 2d of February, 1860. 
His father, William Walsh, was born in County Kerry, Ireland, on the 6th of 

January, about the year 1827. When a youth of fourteen years he emigrated 
to the United States, locating in the state of New York, Buffalo being his place 
of residence during the greater part of the time. About 1856, he and his wife 
came from there to Sheboygan county, settling in Lima township, where he 
purchased the farm now owned and operated by our subject. While living in 
Buffalo, he was married to Miss Katherine Wolf, likewise a native of County
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Kerry, and to them were born eight children, five of whom are still living: 

Michael, who is a resident of Chicago; John, our subject; Frank, who lives in 

West Allis, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin; Francis, of Chicago; and Johanna, 
the wife of Hugh Connell, of Chicago. The father is still living and continues 
to reside on the old homestead with our subject, but the mother passed away 

in February, 1896, at the age of fifty-eight years. 

The entire life of John Walsh has been passed amid the scenes of his 

present home. His education was acquired in the district schools in the vicinity, 

while he qualified himself for the duties and responsibilities of an agriculturist 
by assisting his father in the tilling of the fields and care of the stock. After 
leaving school he gave his undivided attention to the operation of the home farm 

under the supervision of his father until he was twenty-two, when he rented the 

place, which he has ever since been cultivating for himself. He operated it 
as a renter during the succeeding eleven years, but in the spring of 1893 he pur- 
chased it and now holds the title to one of the best farms in the community. 
He makes a specialty of dairying and his fields are largely devoted to the raising 

of such cereals as are best adapted to the feeding of stock. His cattle are all 
of the Holstein breed, and his herd numbers about forty head, ten of which are 

registered. He milks from twenty-five to thirty cows, and he annually raises 
a few hogs for the market. He carefully and intelligently directs his under- 

takings and is meeting with a corresponding measure of success in their 
development. 

At St. Rose’s church on the 24th of November, 1891, Mr. Walsh was mar- 

tied to Miss Gertrude Groeneveldt, a daughter of John Groeneveldt, who is 
mentioned elsewhere in this history. Eight children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Walsh, as follows: Frank, who is a youth of nineteen years; William, 

who is eighteen; Lillian, who is fourteen; Rose and Sarah, twins, who have 
passed the thirteenth anniversary of their birth; Mary, who is anticipating her 

twelfth birthday; Bessie, who will soon be ten years of age; and Helen, who 

is in her fifth year. : 
The family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, and belong 

to St. Rose’s parish. The political allegiance of Mr. Walsh is given to the 
democratic party at national elections, but locally he supports such men as he 
deems best qualified to further the community’s interests. 

HERMAN GRAU, Jr. 

Herman Grau is engaged in the saloon business in Sheboygan, his native city. 
He was born May 15, 1884, and is a son of Herman Grau, who resides at No. 

1007 Ontario street, at the age of sixty-five years. He was fourteen years of 
age when he left the fatherland and came to the new world, making his way 
into the interior of the country and establishing his home in St. Louis. There 
he followed the tailor’s trade for a considerable period but eventually removed 
to Sheboygan, where he again took up tailoring, which he has carried on to the 

Present time. He is a good workman and his success has been founded upon 
his merit and ability. He married Amelia Kammerer, who was born in Kiel,
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Wisconsin, and their children are: Gustave, who is a barber of Sheboygan: 
Marie, who is the wife of Con Hammes, a tanner of Sheboygan; and Herman, Jr. 

The last named was reared in his native city and at the usual age entered 
the public schools, wherein he passed through consecutive grades until he had 
largely mastered the branches of learning that usually constitute the public- 

school curriculum. He started in the business world as a clerk in a grocery 
store and was thus employed for three and one-half years. Later he engaged 
in the saloon business for eight years and on the 1st of December, 1911, he 
became a partner in the business conducted by Meyer & Grau. They are conduct- 
ing a saloon business and are accorded a liberal patronage. 

Mr. Grau is a member of the Lutheran church and he holds membership 
with the Order of Moose in Sheboygan. He represents one of the old and well 
known families here and has been a lifelong resident of this city. 

JACOB DIEHL. 

Jacob Diehl is the president of the Diehl Novelty Company, with offices at No. 
909 Michigan avenue in Sheboygan, where the business has been successfully 
conducted since 1905. He was born at Glenbeulah, Wisconsin, March 1, 1860, 
a son of Casper and Alzina (O'Dell) Diehl. His father was a native of Hessen- 
Darmstadt, Germany, and emigrated to America in 1848, settling first at Muske- 
gon, Michigan, where he was engaged in rafting on the river. He removed to 
Sheboygan in 1850 and here established himself in the draying business. Event- 
ually he removed to a farm three miles north of the village of Glenbeulah, his 
place being a tract of wild land, which he and his sons converted into a productive 
farm. This required much arduous labor, for it was necessary to clear away 

the heavy timber and dense undergrowth of brush and bramble before the fields 
could be plowed and planted. The work was vigorously prosecuted, however, 
year by year and the farm was brought to a high state of cultivation. Mr. Diehl 
afterward sold out at a good profit and removed to Glenbeulah, where his death 
occurred March 27, 1897, when he had reached the age of seventy-seven years, 
six months and fifteen days. His wife passed away May 8, 1873, and both were 
laid to rest in the Glenbeulah cemetery 

Jacob Diehl was reared on his father’s farm and acquired his education in 
the little country school house near Elkhart Lake. His advantages, however, 
were limited, for the necessity of aiding in the work of the home farm compelled 
him to put aside his text-books and take up the work of the fields. However, he 
devoted each spare moment to private study and has thus continually broadened 
his knowledge and promoted his usefulness. At sixteen years of age he began 
working as a farm hand for others and afterward was a rag peddler until twenty- 

five years of age. He next obtained a position as a common laborer in one of the 

chair factories in Sheboygan, remaining there for two years at a wage of a dollar 
and a quarter per day. When thirty years of age he obtained a position on the 
police force of the city and was identified with that department of municipal 
service for fifteen years.
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Nature, however, endowed Mr. Diehl with considerable inventive ingenuity 

and while serving on the police force he brought to perfection his first invention, 

upon which he secured a government patent. This device proved of commercial 

value and he associated three other men with him in its manufacture and sale. | 
From that small beginning he has gone steadily forward as inventor and manu- 

facturer, placing upon the market various new and useful articles, while his 
business ability and enterprise have brought him to the front as a manufacturer 
of patented specialties. The business is conducted under the name of the Diehl 

Novelty Company, with offices at No. 909 Michigan avenue, but at the present 
time the company is putting up a large modern factory building at Glenbeulah, : 
to which point the business will be removed. 

Mr. Diehl was united in marriage, at Elkhorn, Wisconsin, September 21, 1880, 

to Miss Mary L. Sexton, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Sexton. Her 
father, who was born March 20, 1824,.was one of the pioneers of Sheboygan 

county and was the first teacher of the first public school in the township of Rus- 
sell. He held various local offices there, including that of postmaster. He was 

a well educated man, whose life was one of usefulness. He died June 28, 1911, 

at the age of eighty-seven years, and was laid to rest in the Glenbeulah cemetery. 
His wife died in February, 1900, aged eighty-four years, in Wolsey, South 
Dakota, where she was buried. Mr. and Mrs. Diehl have become the parents 

of three children: Stillman, who is associated with his father in the Diehl Novelty 

Company; Manne, a graduate of the Sheboygan high school; and Ivan, a junior 

in the high school. The family reside in their comfortable home at No. 1816 
North Fifth street. > 

Jacob Diehl is regarded as one of the useful men of the community in which 

he lives. In early life he met many hardships and his early manhood was a 
period of earnest and unremitting toil, but he was ambitious, determined and 
energetic and has steadily worked his way upward. He is one of a family of 
five sons, three of whom are successful inventors. Each was compelled to travel 
the path of hardship and adversity, leading, however, at length to honorable 
advancement. The struggles of his earlier years developed in Mr. Diehl’s 
strength, determination and capacity and upon those qualities he has builded his 

success. He has keen appreciation for true friendship and recognizes and 
meets the obligations of citizenship and at all times extends his influence on the ~ 
side of progress and improvement. 

ADAM LORENZ. 

Adam Lorenz is one of the successful dairy farmers of Lima township, in 
which he owns a farm of one hundred and ninety acres and is making a specialty 

of raising pure bred Holstein cattle. He was born in Scott township, Sheboygan 
county, Wisconsin, May 15, 1861, a son of Henry and Katherine (Kircher) 
Lorenz, The former was a native of Saxony, Germany, and the latter of Alsace. 

The father’s birth occurred July 19, 1828, and in 1849 he emigrated to America, 
settling near West Bend in Washington county, Wisconsin, where he worked as_- 
a farm hand near Milwaukee for two years. He then came to Scott township, 

Vol. II—25 ‘
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Sheboygan county, where he purchased eighty acres of land on which he estal- 
lished his home and was engaged in the cultivation of his land until 1863. |p 
that year he sold his property in Scott township and moved to Lima township 

and there purchased seventy-five acres located on section 16, on which he con- 

tinued to reside until 1896, when he sold out to his youngest son, who now lives 

on the place. After selling his farm he removed to Sheboygan Falls, where he 

purchased property on which he built a comfortable residence and there continued 
to live until his death, which occurred October 28, 1896, at the age of sixty- 

eight years. Henry Lorenz was united in marriage in St. Michael’s church, 
Washington county, Wisconsin, to Miss Katherine Kircher, who was a native 

of Alsace, Germany, and emigrated to America with her parents, who located 

near West Bend in Washington county at an early day. She died on May 1, 1912, 

at the home of our subject, with whom she had lived for the seven years pre- 
ceding her death, which occurred at the age of eighty-nine years. She was born 

September 11, 1822. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lorenz were the parents of four chil- 
dren, as follows: Nicholas, who is a resident of Sheboygan Falls; Adam, of 

this review; Jacob, who still resides on the homestead place; and Katherine, 

who passed away in 1904. The father of this family was a stanch democrat and 
was often importuned to accept office of public trust in his township but always 
declined. He was one of the principal factors in the organization of the Wil- 
son Fire Insurance Company and, though a public-spirited man, preferred to 

give his entire time to the interests of his home and family rather than assume 
the responsibilities and cares of public life. 

Adam Lorenz was reared in his parents’ home and received his early educa- 

tion in school district No. 3 at Five Corners, Lima township. He remained under 
the parental roof and was engaged in work on his father’s farm until he was 

twenty-three years of age. At that time he purchased a farm of sixty acres 
located on section 21 in Lima township, where he was engaged in general 

farming until 1899. He later sold that property and purchased a farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres on section 17, where he has since continued to live. 

Some time after making the purchase of his present farm he bought thirty 
additional acres, giving him in all one hundred and ninety acres of land, all 
of which is highly improved. He makes a specialty of breeding Holstein cattle, 
of which he has at present a herd of sixty-five head, one-half being pure-bred 

stock. It is his purpose during the current year to dispose of all his graded cattle 
and thereafter confine his operations to breeding and raising, for his own use 

and sale in the open market, only full blooded Holstein stock. He was the first 

man in Sheboygan county to purchase a Patterson motor car and his experience 
with that machine was so satisfactory that he secured the agency for the sale of 

the Patterson motor car in Sheboygan county and in that business he has met 
with encouraging success. 

Mr. Lorenz was united in marriage, in Holy Name church, Sheboygan, Wis- 

consin, by Father Heider, on February 5, 1885, to Miss Helena Ries, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ries, of whom more extended mention is made in another 

part of this work. To Mr. and Mrs. Adam Lorenz ten children have been born, 
namely: Jennie, who is the wife of August Nytes, of Kaukauna, Wisconsin; 

Henry, at home; Margaret, a graduate of the Waldo high school, who now 

follows the profession of school teaching; Frank and Matilda, who are also still
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under the parental roof; Lena, who is a graduate of the Waldo high school and 

is now engaged in teaching in Lima township; Peter and Myrtle, both at home; 
Andrew, who died in infancy; and Theodore C., who is also at home. 

Mr. Lorenz is independent in the exercise of his citizen’s franchise and has 
served as a member of the town board of supervisors and also as a member of 

the school board, and is at present one of the directors in the Wilson Farmers 

Mutual Fire Insurance Company. He and his family are members of St. Rose 
Catholic church of Lima. Mr. Lorenz is one of the well known citizens of the 

county in which he lives and is a man respected by all his friends and associates 

for his uniform integrity in all business transactions and is in every way one 
of the valuable and influential citizens of his part of the state. 

EDMUND E. KUHLI. 

Among the young business men who are occupying creditable positions in 

ccunection with the commercial activity of Sheboygan is numbered Edmund E. 

Kuhli, who is bookkeeper for the Gutsch Brewing Company. He was born May 
4, 1880, not far from the city in which he makes his home. His father, Gustav 

F. Kuhli, was born in the province of Pomerania, Germany, February 28, 1842, 
and when a youth of fifteen years came to the new world with his parents, Mr. 

and Mrs. Frederick William Kuhli. His father was born December 18, 1814, 

while his wife, who bore the maiden name of Wilhelmina Stolzenberg, was 

born in 1809, They were accompanied on the voyage by two brothers of the 

former. On reaching the new world they continued their journey across the 
country and became residents of Milwaukee, where F. W. Kuhli died on the 
15th of January, 1890, having for three years survived his wife, who passed 
away in 1887. Gustav F. Kuhli learned and followed the cooper’s trade and in 
1885 he came to Sheboygan county, where he was employed by the Dillingham 
Manufacturing Company. He afterward took up his abode in the city of She- 
boygan and later entered the employ of the Sheboygan Novelty Company, with 
which he is still connected. He married Catherine Henkel, who was born Sep- 
tember 16, 1845, a daughter of Henry Conrad and Marie Catherine (Batten- 
feld) Henkel, the former a native of Darmstadt, Germany. The family came 
to America about the middle of the eighteenth century and her father engaged 
in farming in the township of Rhine, Sheboygan county. Her grandparents 
were Heinrich and Maria Elsie Henkel. It was in 1854 that Mrs. Henkel came 
to the United States, settling in Plymouth, Wisconsin, and it was in this country 
that she gave her hand in marriage to Gustav F. Kuhli. They became the parents 
of seven children who are yet living, namely: Otto H.; Louis F., who is a 
photographer of Milwaukee; Edmund E.; William O., who is living in Seattle, 
Washington; Ida, the wife of Gottlieb Heide, of Sheboygan Falls; Della, who 
is the wife of E. L. Flack, a resident of Seattle; and Amanda, the wife of 
George W. La Vigne, also of Seattle. In politics Gustav F. Kuhli has always 
been a democrat and has twice served as alderman from the seventh ward. He 
is a stanch worker for his party and interested in all that pertains to its suc- 
cess. Both he and his wife are held in high esteem.
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After leaving school Edmund E, Kuhli took up the hand carving trade, at 
which he worked for two years. He next entered Patten’s Business College, in 

which he pursued a course of a year and a half and, thus well qualified for 

important and responsible duties, accepted the position of bookkeeper with the 

Globe Foundry. After spending two years in that connection he entered the 

employ of the Gutsch Brewing Company in the capacity of bookkeper and has 
since continued in that position, making an excellent record. He has carefully 
systematized the work of his department and his labors are attended with excel- 
lent results by reason of his accuracy, capability and faithfulness. 

In 1905 Mr. Kuhli was married to Miss Anna Helen Preuss, who was born 

February 28, 1885, in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and is a daughter of William 

Preuss. Mr. Kuhli belongs to the Lutheran church and in its teachings finds 
the motive power which guides his actions and regulates all of his relations with 
his fellowmen. 

EDWARD SENGLAUB. 

Edward Senglaub is successfully engaged in the cultivation of his farm of 

eighty acres located on section 18, Lima township, Sheboygan county. He was 

born in the province of Saxony, Germany, May 5, 1842, and is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Senglaub. The father died many years ago in his native land. 
The mother later was married to Ludwig Schneider, who with his wife and 
family emigrated to America in 1852 and settled in Wilson township. He later 

removed to the Lake Superior country, where he remained for some time and 

then settled in Lima township. 
Edward Senglaub was reared in his parents’ home and received his ele- 

mentary education in the public schools of Germany, which he attended for two 
years. At the age of ten years he emigrated with his stepfather and mother to 
America, in 1852, and remained under the parental roof until he was nineteen 

years of age. He then went to the Lake Superior region, where he lived for 
one year, after which he returned to his parents’ home in Wilson township. 

On August 13, 1862, at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, he enlisted in Company K, 

Twentieth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and continued with his command for 
three years, at the expiration of which time peace was declared and he was 

honorably discharged at Galveston, Texas, July 14, 1865. During his time of 
service in the army his regiment was constantly at the front and he was engaged 

in the battles of Prairie Grove, Arkansas; Van Buren, Arkansas; Vicksburg, 

Mississippi; Yazoo City, Mississippi; Alchafalaga and Fort Morgan, Louisiana; 

Franklin Creek, Mississippi; and Spanish Fort, Alabama. Immediately after 
the war ended he returned to the Lake Superior country, where he found labor 

conditions unfavorable and at once left there and came to Lima township, where 

his parents had established their home. Soon after his return to Lima town- 

ship he purchased forty acres of land located on section 18, on which he estab- 

lished his home and has since continued to live. He later increased his hold- 
ings in real estate until at one time he owned and operated nearly one hundred 

acres, of which he afterward sold forty acres to his son. On the remaining part
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of his original farm he is now engaged in general and dairy farming, the place 
at present being under the supervision of his son Charles. 

Mr. Senglaub was united in marriage in Keweenaw county, Michigan, in 

May, 1866, to Miss Selma Sealbilsky, a native of Germany. She emigrated to 
America with her parents, who settled in the Lake Superior country when she 
was a child one year old. To Mr. and Mrs. Edward Senglaub nine children 
have been born, as follows: Lena, who is the wife of Charles Wachter, a 

merchant of Sheboygan Falls; Theresa, the wife of Adolph Wachter, who is in 
partnership with his brother Charles at Sheboygan Falls; Augusta, the wife of 

Herman Moenning, a farmer of Wilson township; Mary, the wife of Ernst 

Martin, who cultivates a tract of land just across the road from his father-in- 

law’s farm; Jennie, who gave her hand in marriage to Jacob Knicknor, of She- 
boygan Falls; Anna, who is employed by Wachter Brothers at Sheboygan Falls; 
George, an agriculturist of Lyndon township; William, who also follows farming 

in Lyndon township; and Charles, at home. 

Mr. Senglaub is non-partisan in his politics. He and his wife are members 
of the Lutheran church of Lima township, although for many years he was a 
member of the Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls, and in the church to which 
he now belongs he has been honored with election to various offices. Mr. Seng- 
laub is one of the solid, substantial citizens of Sheboygan county and is a man 

who has always readily given his influence to every enterprise intended to 
improve the conditions of the people of the community in which he lives. 

LOUIS KROPF. 

One of the large number of efficient men who constitute the corps of offi- 
cials and assistants who have charge of the extensive and complex interests of 
the Gutsch Brewing Company of Sheboygan, is Louis Kropf, who as book- 
keeper is doing important work in that connection. He was born October 23, 

1870, in Sheboygan, and the family name indicates his German lineage. His 
father, George Kropf, was a native of Oberhessen, Germany, and with his family 

came to Sheboygan in 1856. Here he followed the cooper’s trade but as there 

was no work of that character to be secured in this city at the time he went to 
Chicago for the winter seasons, where he could more easily obtain employment 

and thus provide for the support of his family. He continued in the cooperage 
business until five years prior to his death, which occurred November 13, tg01, 

when he was seventy-nine years of age. His wife, who in her maidenhood was 
Elizabeth Tannenbaum, was born in Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, and died 

in December, 1907, at the age of seventy-nine years. In the family were eight 
children of whom Louis is the youngest. Four others are still living: William, 

a resident of Chicago; Minnie, the wife of C. O’Brien, living in Milwaukee; 
Anna, the wife of D. W. Reinfrank, also of Milwaukee; and Dora, the wife of 
John Waters, of Los Angeles. George, Emma and Elizabeth are deceased. 

After leaving school Louis Kropf went to Chicago where he spent seven 

years as an employe of a picture frame and moulding company. He then re- 
turned to Sheboygan and spent a year in boating on the lakes. He next became



488 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

bookkeeper for the F. Gelle Hardware Company with which he remained for 
six years and for five years was similarly employed by the H. H. Miller Company, 
He was afterward with the Sheboygan Gas Light Company as bookkeeper for 
six years and in 1911 came to the Gutsch Brewing Company as accountant, 
He enjoys an excellent reputation in the line of work to which he has now given 
his attention for a number of years and his position is a lucrative one and one 
of responsibility. 

: In 1898 Mr. Kropf was married to Miss Ida Woehrman, whose birth 
occurred in Sheboygan, November 17, 1878, her parents being William and 
Louisa (Peuselin) Woehrman. The father owned and conducted the old Frank- 
lin House in Sheboygan for a number of years. He was a veteran of the 
Mexican war and the Woehrmans were numbered among the pioneer families 
of Sheboygan. Mr. and Mrs. Kropf have two children: William George, twelve 
years of age; and Edith, a little maiden of three summers. Mr. Kropf is a 
member of the Knights of Pythias fraternity, the Modern Woodmen of America, 
the Knights of the Maccabees and the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and in the 

local organization of the last named he served as trustee for one term. He like- 

wise belongs to the United Aid Society which indicates his interest in those 
measures and movements which are looking to the betterment of conditions 
among the unfortunate. In other ways he manifests a broad humanitarian spirit 
and in all the relations of life has displayed sterling qualities which have firmly 
established him in the high regard of his fellow townsmen. 

BERNHARD SCHREIBER. 

Bernhard Schreiber has for more than twenty years been engaged in gen- 
eral farming and stock-raising on section 29, Mosel township, where he owns 

one hundred and twenty acres of highly improved land. He was born in the 
township where he now resides on the gth of February, 1867, and represents the 

third generation of his family to have been identified with the agricultural de- 
velopment of Sheboygan county. His father, John Schreiber, was a native of 

the grand duchy of Mecklenburg, whence he emigrated to the United States 

when a youth of seventeen years with his parents. The family came direct 

to Wisconsin and after a brief sojourn in the city of Milwaukee took up their 
residence in Sheboygan county. Here the paternal grandfather, Henry Schreiber, 
who was an agriculturist, acquired twenty acres of timber land, from which 

his sons cleared the wood for twenty-five cents per cord. They were all thrifty 

and enterprising and through the intelligent direction of their united efforts 
were subsequently able to extend the boundaries of their farm by the purchase 

of another twenty acres, Here the grandparents passed the remainder of their 

lives. John Schreiber subsequently left the paternal roof and started out to 
make his own way in the world, continuing to devote his energies to agricultural 

pursuits. He prospered in his undertakings and later acquired a farm of his 
own, comprising two hundred and twenty acres, which he cultivated until his 

death in 1902, at the age of sixty-six years. He had always led an active life 

and such success as came to him was the result of his own unaided effort, as his
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sole capital when he left home consisted of an inexhaustible supply of energy 

and the determination of purpose that invariably achieves its aim. Mr. Schreiber 
married Miss Elizabeth Bleivernicht, also a native of Germany, who came to the 

United States with her parents when a child of seven years. She is still living 
at the age of sixty-three years, and resides on the old homestead. The maternal 

grandfather, John Bleivernicht, was born and reared in Mecklenburg, Germany. 

He was a farmer, and when he first came to this country in 1856 located in 
Schleswig, Manitowoc county, where he continued his agricultural pursuits. Four 

sons were born to Mr. and Mrs. Schreiber, all of whom are residents of Sheboy- 

gan county, our subject being the second in order of birth. 
The boyhood and youth of Bernhard Schreiber were passed on his father’s 

farm in the cultivation of which he began to assist during the early years of his 
school life. In the acquirement of his education he attended the common schools 
until he had mastered the fundamental principles of English learning, when he 
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He remained at home until he had 
attained his majority and then started out to farm for himself. As he was 
thrifty and energetic and directed his efforts toward the achievement of a detinite 

purpose he prospered in his undertakings and about 1891 or 1892 removed to 

the farm where he is now residing. His holdings formerly comprised two hun- 
dred and eighty acres, but he has disposed of all but one hundred and twenty, 

which he has brought into a high state of productivity and is planting almost 

entirely to such cereals as can be used in feeding stock. Mr. Schreiber has a 
fine herd of Holstein-Friesian cattle and has erected a cheese factory on his 

place, which is being operated by his son-in-law, Edward Dassow. 

When he was twenty-one Mr. Schreiber was married to Miss Sophia Harms, 
the event being celebrated in February, 1888. She was a daughter of Christ 
and Mary Harms, well known residents of Mosel township, where Mrs. Schreiber 

was born and reared. Mrs. Schreiber died on May 17, 1912. Four children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Schreiber, as follows: Hattie, the wife of 

Edward Dassow, who is living at home; Ida, who is bookkeeper in the Herald 

office at Sheboygan; and Meta and Elsie, both of whom are at home. ats 
The family are members of the Lutheran church. Mr. Schreiber votes with 

the republican party, and is now serving as chairman of the township board, and 

he is also superintendent of the county poor farm, and has been school clerk for 

eighteen years. He is one of the public-spirited, enterprising men of the com- 
munity and is held in high esteem by his fellow citizens, many of whom have 

known him from boyhood. 

JOHN WICHMANN. 

John Wichmann is one of the enterprising citizens of Lima township, where 

he owns and cultivates sixty-six and a half acres of land located in section 18. 

He is one of Sheboygan county’s native sons, his birth having occurred in Mitchell 
township on the 1st of March, 1873. His parents were John and Christina 

(Plagemann) Wichmann, who were born, reared and married in Germany. In 

the early period of their domestic life they emigrated to the United States, first
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locating in Illinois, whence they later removed to Wisconsin. Soon after their 
arrival here the father acquired a farm in Mitchell township, which he diligently 
cultivated until his death in 1878. He was still in his early manhood, but had 
survived the mother for several years; her death having occurred in 1874. Their 
family numbered six: Emma, the wife of Fred Neyne, of Iowa; Henry, who 

died in Plymouth in 1908; Minnie, who married Henry Gloede, of Greenbush 
township ; John, our subject ; Gusta, who married Albert Zager, of Mitchell; and 
Louis, who died in Mitchell several years ago. 

John Wichmann was only eighteen months old when his mother died, and 
less than five years at the time of his father’s demise. He obtained his education 
in the district schools of Mitchell township and assisted in the cultivation of 
the old homested until he was twenty-seven. During the succeeding three 
years he worked out by the month but at the expiration of that time 
he began farming for himself as a renter in Plymouth township. The next 
year, in 1904, he came to Lima township and bought the farm on section 18, 
where he now resides. During the period of his ownership he has erected a 
new barn and made many other improvements, which have greatly enhanced the 
appearance and value of the property. He specializes in dairying but in connec- 
tion with this annually raises a large number of hogs for the market. He is very 
energetic and practical in his methods, directing his efforts toward the achieve- 
ment of a definite purpose, and is meeting with a corresponding measure of 
success, 

At Plymouth on the roth of May, 1903, Mr. Wichmann was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Helen Laack, of Oconto county, Wisconsin, and to them have been 

born two children: Emmet, who is eight years of age; and Althea, who is five. 

The family attend the Lutheran church at Lima, in which the parents hold 
membership. In politics Mr. Wichmann is a republican. He is highly es- 
teemed in his community, where during the eight years of his residence he has 
proven himself to be a man of sterling worth and integrity, entitled to the con- 
fidence and respect of those with whom he has relations in either a business 
or social way. 

ALBERT C. GRUBE. 

Albert C. Grube, who is a prominent representative of the hardware trade in 
Sheboygan, comes of an old and honored family long identified with the interests 
of that city, the grandfather having been a veterinary surgeon who met with 

much success and the father a cooper who conducted a shop in which he em- 
ployed from twenty-five to thirty men. More extended mention of the an- 
cestors will be found in the biographical review introduced by the name of 
Edward Grube, on another page of this volume. Albert C. Grube was born in 
Sheboygan, August 13, 1882, the son of Ludwig and Henrietta (Hildebrandt) 
Grube, both natives of Germany. In early life the father followed stage driving 
in the Lake Superior country for two years, later engaging in the cooper trade 
as foreman in Milwaukee and Manitowoc shops, and afterward being engaged
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in business on his own account. He was also at one time chief of police of She- 

boygan. In his family were eight children, seven of whom survive. 

Albert C. Grube received his education in the common schools of Sheboygan, 
and after laying aside his text-books he was for five years a clerk in the employ 
of the H. G. Mueller Lumber Company of Sheboygan, after which he became a 

successful salesman for the Gerle Hardware Company, in which position. he still 

continues. 

On February 10, 1905, Mr. Grube was united in marriage to Miss Pauline 
Lengfeld, a native of Germany and a daughter of Bernhardt and Anna Leng- 
feld. He is a member of the Lutheran church, a faith in which he was reared, 

being active in the affairs of that denomination. As a young business man Mr. 
Grube is highly efficient and very popular with the large list of customers upon 

whom he calls, many of whom would not think seriously of purchasing goods 
from any other concern. Being of cheerful temperament, optimistic by nature 

and exceedingly companionable, he has formed not only in Sheboygan, where he 
was reared, but throughout the territory in which he travels, a very large number 
of friends, who hold him in the highest esteem. Both himself and wife are 
popular in social and church circles and on account of their family connection as 

well as the excellent traits of character which they possess they are greatly 
respected by all who know them. Sheboygan is fortunate in having among its 
younger business men so estimable and efficient a representative of trade circles 
as Mr. Grube. 

BENJAMIN TE HENNEPE. 

Benjamin TeHennepe, whose energies are largely devoted to dairying, is the 
owner of eighty-one acres of well improved and highly cultivated land located 

on section 7, Lima township, where he resided since 1907. He is a native of this 
township, his birth having here occurred on January 12, 1869, and a son of G, J. 
and Centha TeHennepe, well known farming people of this section, who are men- 

tioned at greater length elsewhere in this work. , 
The early years in the life of Benjamin TeHennepe did not differ particu- 

larly from those of other youths who were reared in the rural sections of Wis- 
consin at that period. He attended the district schools and assisted his father 
about the home place until he was sixteen years of age, when he left the parental 
roof and began earning his own living. For six years thereafter he worked out 

by the month as a farm hand, and then learned the trade of cheese making. He 

subsequently became associated with Amos Humphrey, and they purchased the 

cheese factory adjacent to the Lutheran church on section 17, Lima township. 

The plant was operated on a partnership basis for fourteen years, but at the 

expiration of that period, Mr. TeHennepe, who had been manager of the enter- 

prise, purchased the interest of Mr. Humphrey. He continued operations for 
another year, and then disposing of the industry removed to a farm of forty-one 
acres he had previously purchased on section 7. The most of the buildings on 
the place, including the residence, have been erected during the ownership of 

Mr. TeHennepe, who subsequently increased his holdings by the purchase of
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another forty acres. Although he engages in diversified farming and _ stock- 

raising, he makes a specialty of dairying and owns a fine herd of graded Holstein 
cattle. He is enterprising and progressive in his methods and in 1911 built a 
large silo on his place, which is equipped with everything essential to the modern 

stock and dairyman. 

In this township on the 18th of August, 1897, Mr. TeHennepe was married to 

Miss Minnie Schneider, a daughter of Herman and Aurelia (Sibilski) Schneider, 

well known residents of this vicinity, and they have become the parents of four 

children: Vina, who is twelve years of age; Emma, who is eleven; Rose, who 

has passed the eighth anniversary of her birth; and Ella, who is in her seventh 

: year. ; 

The family attend the Lutheran church in which the parents hold member- 
ship, and in politics Mr. TeHennepe is a republican. Since he was a youth of 

sixteen years, he has been entirely dependent upon his own efforts and is meet- 

ing with the success in his business that invariably rewards earnest endeavor, 

intelligently directed. y 

MARTIN BURHOP. 

Sheboygan, a typical city of the middle west—enterprising, progressive, alert 

—finds a worthy representative of its business interests in Martin Burhop, pro- 

prietor of a well appointed hardware and plumbing establishment. He has 
worked his way upward from a humble clerkship, industry, diligence and re- 

liability constituting the rounds of the ladder on which he has mounted to success. 
He was born September 7, 1863, in Herman township, Sheboygan county, being 
one of the seven children of Frederick and Dorothea (Sempsroth) Burhop. The 

father was a native of Weetzen, Hanover, Germany, born April 9, 1817, and his 

wife was also a native of that locality. In the year 1846 they made the voyage 

across the Atlantic to the new world with Wisconsin as their destination. They 

first settled in Milwaukee but afterward removed to Herman township, Sheboy- 

gan county, where their remaining days were passed, the father dying in 1904, 

while the mother, who was born December 4, 1821, has also been called to her 

final rest. They were members of the Lutheran church and Frederick Burhop, 

who gave his political allegiance to the democratic party, was recognized as one 

of its local leaders and served as supervisor and in various township offices. 
Of their seven children four are yet living: Martin; William, who is a teacher 

in Chicago; Frederick, a resident of Detroit, Michigan; and Herman, who is 

living on the old homestead in Herman township. 

The usual experiences of the farm boy came to Martin Burhop in his youth. 
He divided his time between the schoolroom and the fields and when his educa- 
tion was completed gave his undivided attention to farm work until he reached 

the age of eighteen years. Subsequently he engaged in clerking in a store in 
Sheboygan and thus acquainted himself with mercantile methods, gaining the 

experience which qualified him to engage in business on his own account when, 
in 1892, he formed a partnership with his brother-in-law and opened a general 

store, dealing in flour, feed, groceries, etc. In 1904 he formed a. partnership
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with Ernst Aldag in the hardware and plumbing line, and the business has since 

been continued under the firm name of Ernst Aldag, Jr., & Company. They 
carry a large and carefully selected line of shelf and heavy hardware and are 
also doing a good business as plumbers and in handling plumbing supplies. 
Close attention to business, earnest purpose and straightforward methods have 
been substantial elements in their success. 

In 1889 Mr. Burhop was married to Miss Emma Aldag, and they have be- 

come parents of three children but lost a son in infancy. The others are: 
Eleonore, twenty years of age, who is now a normal school student in Milwaukee; 
and Renada, fourteen years of age, attending school in Sheboygan. The parents 

are members of the Lutheran church and Mr..Burhop belongs also to the She- 

boygan Mutual Aid Society and to the Arbeiter Verein. He and his wife occupy 
an enviable position in social circles and their own home is a very hospitable 
one, always open for the reception of their many friends. Mr. Burhop has, in- 
deed, made a creditable place for himself in business circles and contributes to 
the commercial activity of the city. 

WILLIAM H. HYATT. 

| William H. Hyatt, one of the well known residents of Lima township, has 
recently acquired a most desirable and attractive farm of forty acres adjoining 
the village of Hingham, where he is going to specialize in dairying. He was 
born in Sheboygan county on the 13th of June, 1857, and is a son of Russell 
Hyatt, who is mentioned at greater length elsewhere in this work. 

The boyhood of William H. Hyatt did not differ particularly from that of 
the average youth who is reared in the country, his early years passing in the 

uneventful routine characteristic of rural life. At the usual age he began his 

education in the district schools, completing it in the graded school of Hingham. 
Reared on a farm, he was early trained to the work and duties of an agricul- 
turist, and by the time he had attained his maturity was thoroughly familiar 
with the various processes of tilling the fields and caring for the crops. He 
remained at home and assisted his father until he was twenty-two years of age, 

and then purchased forty acres of land and began farming for himself. His 
holding was located in Sherman township, and there for twenty-five years he 
was diligently engaged in general farming and stock-raising, meeting with fair 

success. In 1908, he sold his place and invested the proceeds in a property of 
ten acres in Hingham, where he resided for four years. At the expiration of 
that period he likewise disposed of this place and bought his present farm, just 

on the outskirts of the village. It is most admirably located, and not only makes 

an attractive and desirable place of residence, but is excellently adapted to the 

purpose for which Mr. Hyatt intends using it. The improvements are substan- 

tial and in good condition, and he is stocking it with a high grade of Holstein 
cattle, which breed he deems best adapted to dairy purposes. 

On the 22d of May, 1880, Mr. Hyatt was united in marriage to Miss Nettie 
Whitcomb, whose birth occurred in Maine on the 13th of May, 1861. She is 
the eldest daughter of Horatio and Debra Whitcomb, natives of Somerset county,
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Maine, the father having been born on the 2d of April, 1823. Their marriage 

occurred on the 24th of June, 1852, and ten years later they came to Wisconsin, 
accompanied by their daughter Nettie. Mr. Whitcomb had been a farmer in 
Maine, but after locating here he worked at the mason’s trade for a time. After 

a year’s residence at Sheboygan Falls they removed to Hingham, where they 
both passed away, his death occurring on October 22, 1898, and hers on the 

11th of June, 1909. He was a veteran of the Civil war having enlisted as a 
member of Company S, Second Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry, remaining at the 

front until the close of hostilities, a period of about thirteen months. The family 

of Mr. and Mrs. Whitcomb numbered five: Manville, who died at the age of six 
years; Fred, whose death occurred when he was four years of age; Mrs. Hyatt; 
Mary B., whose birth occurred on May 14, 1863, the wife of Amos Dunn, a 

farmer of Sherman township, in the vicinity of Hingham; and Charles, who was 
born on the 8th of April, 1872, and died at the age of four years. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Hyatt have one daughter, Maud, who married Edward Wells, 

of Lyndon township. His political indorsement he gives to the republican party, 
believing its policy best adapted to protect the interests of the majority. In mat- 
ters of religious faith they are both Baptists and hold membership in the church 
at Lyndon, where they have many friends. 

CHRIST HINZ 

The rich and fertile farm lands of Sheboygan county are rapidly assuming 
the shape of family estates. The acres of the father are in almost every in- 
stance handed down to the son, who carries on the work of their improvement 

and development. The seventy acres of land of which Christ Hinz is now the 
owner came into his possession in this way. His father was for many years one 
of the active farmers of this district and upon his retirement sold to his son his 

farm. Christ Hinz is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having here 
occurred July 14, 1879. His father, John Hinz, a native of Germany, came to 

America with his parents at.an early date and settled in this district, where he 
engaged in the occupation of farming. In his family were nine children: 
William, who is married and has two children living in Watertown, Wisconsin, 

where he is agent for the Hartig Brewery; Otto, who is engaged in general 
farming in Sheboygan township and is the father of five children; Louis, a 

prominent farmer and carpenter in this township, who is married and has three 

children; Christ, the subject of this sketch; Elizabeth, who lives at home; Fred, 
residing on the old homestead; Freda, a resident of Chicago; Alvina, who is 
living at home; and Lydia, who is the wife of Ernst Amling, a prominent florist 
in Chicago, by whom she has one son. 

Christ Hinz received his early education in the district schools of Sheboygan 
township. He started in to learn the carpenter’s trade and engaged in this line 
of occupation for twelve years, or until December 12, 1911, when he purchased 
from his father the seventy acres of land on which the family homestead stands. 
It is one of the most modern and up-to-date farms in this section of the country
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and thereon are many new buildings and barns, the property is well fenced, 

and he has the most efficient equipment to be found in the market. 
On June 15, 1907, Mr. Hinz was united in marriage to Miss Elfreda Koellmer, 

a daughter of Frank Koellmer, and they have one son, Elmer John. The family 

are members of the German Lutheran church and devout adherents of its doc- 

trines. Mr. Hinz is a practical farmer, interested in every new discovery which 
makes for more efficient agricultural methods in an age when the cultivation of 
the soil is rapidly becoming a distinct science. He has kept himself abreast of 
the times and thoroughly acquainted with modern conditions. 

JOHN TASCHE, M. D. 

Dr. John Tasche is numbered among the successful physicians of Sheboygan, 
his offices being located at No. 830 North Eighth street, and his residence at No. 

1722 North Twenty-sixth street. He was born in Sheboygan, October 1, 1864, 
and is the son of August and Maria Tasche. His parents emigrated to this 
country in the year 1850, being natives of Lippe-Detmold, Germany. Mr. Tasche 
was by occupation an agriculturist and on reaching America he established his 
home in this county. The land upon which he settled at that time was an un- 
broken wilderness and many years of constant toil were required to clear it and 

render it suitable for farming purposes. This he eventually succeeded in accom- 

plishing and while in the midst of his strong, active years he died on May 3, 
1885, at the age of fifty-three years, and was buried in the Wildwood cemetery at 
Sheboygan. To Mr. and Mrs. Tasche were born eight sons and one daughter: 

William, now a prosperous farmer in Nebraska; Lizzie, the wife of Adolphus 
Rodewald, engaged in farming in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin; Dr. John 
Tasche, the subject of this review, now engaged in the practice of medicine in 
Sheboygan; Fred. A., one of the progressive farmers of this county; Otto, en- 

gaged in the banking business in Tripp, South Dakota; Louis, a veterinary sur- 

geon in active practice in Sheboygan; Conrad, a physician in practice in Sheboy- 
gan; Dr. Herman, practicing dentistry in Sheboygan; Henry, who resides on 
the old homestead where he is engaged in farming. ; : 

Dr. John Tasche received his early education in the city schools of Sheboygan 
and the Mission House College at Franklin, Wisconsin, completing his elemen- 

tary studies at the age of eighteen. He at once took up the study of veterinary 
surgery, during which time he was engaged in farming at the old homestead for 

a period of four years. He then entered the Chicago Veterinary College, taking 
the regular full course required, and was graduated in three years, in the class 

of 1890. Immediately following his graduation he returned to the city of She- 
boygan where he made his first location and where he was engaged in the prac- 
tice of his profession for three years. During this time he became interested in 
the study of medicine and in 1893 entered the Detroit Medical College. Here 

he became distinguished as a student intensely devoted to his studies and met 

with unusual success in acquiring knowledge from the text-books and lectures. 
He was graduated in the class of 1896, receiving the M. D. degree, and was 
honored by his alma mater, by being presented with a gold medal from that
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institution. He made his first location at Franklin, in this county, where he 
remained in the active practice of his profession for four years, after which he 
removed to Sheboygan where he has since remained and where he has met with 
unusual success in his chosen field. ; 

Dr. John Tasche was united in marriage in Sheboygan, on October 1, 1891, 
to Miss Annie L. Hanshon, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. August Hanshon, early 
settlers in this county. Her father passed away in 1906 and was buried on the 
family lot in Wildwood cemetery. He is survived by his wife, who has her 
residence in the city of Sheboygan. To Dr. and Mrs. Tasche have been born 
three children: Ruth, now a student in the high school at Sheboygan; Lillian, 
also in the high school in that city; and John, attending the public school. 

Dr. Tasche is affiliated with the republican party in political matters and is a 
member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. In professional relations he is a 
member of the Sheboygan County Medical Association, also the State and 
American Medical Associations. He holds membership in the German Reform 
church. 

Dr. John Tasche’s success in his chosen field is largely due to his unusual 
educational attainments in the science of medicine and surgery. Whatever appears 
from time to time in the way of new discoveries and in methods of practice, he is 
quick to become thoroughly informed upon. He is highly esteemed by his fellow 
associates in medicine, who recognize that he has made his life one of usefulness 

in every relation. 

WILLIAM F. LANGNER. 

~ William F. Langner owns and operates a farm of eighty-two acres, located 
on section 17, Lima township, which is endeared to him by the associations and 

memories of earliest childhood. It was upon this place that he was born No- 
vember 21, 1867, His father, Frederick Langner, was born June 12, 1827, at 
Schlabitz by Militsch, in the province of Silesia, Germany. He was a son of 
Charles Langner, who was also a native of the same town and came to Sheboy- 

gan county in the spring of 1859, the year following the arrival of his son Fred- 
erick. They lived together for a short time and then the father purchased a 
farm on the Dye road. Subsequently he removed to Sheboygan Falls where 
he resided until his death fifteen years later. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Susanna Benisch, was also a native of Schlabitz and died in Germany 

before the emigration of her husband to the new world. 
: Frederick Langner was educated in the parochial schools of his native coun- 

try and was thirty years of age when he came to Wisconsin in the spring of 

1858. He made his way direct to Sheboygan and immediately settled in Lima 
township, purchasing a farm on sections 16 and 17 where his sons William and 
Frederick now live. There he carried on general agricultural pursuits until 
1899 when he left the farm, selling the property to his two sons. He then re- 
tired and removed to Sheboygan Falls where he lived until November, 1911, 
when he took up his abode with his granddaughter, Mrs. Mohnsaw near She- 
hoygan Falls. His political support has been given to the democratic party since
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he became a naturalized citizen and his religious faith is that of the Lutheran 

church. He was married in Germany in 1854, to Miss Caroline Gierzemehl and 
they became the parents of six children: Fred, engaged in farming in Lima 
township ; William F.; Rose, the wife of John Dankwart, both of whom are now 

deceased; Caroline, who died at the age of fourteen years; Mary, who passed 

away at the age of ten; and Augusta, who became the wife of Henry Hartman 

and died a year later. 

The education of William F, Langner was obtained in the district schools 

of Five Corners, Lima township, which he attended until he had mastered the 
common branches. After leaving school he gave his undivided attention to 

the cultivation of the home farm, in the operation of which he assisted until he 

was twenty-two. He then left the parental roof and for two years thereafter 
worked out as a farm hand, but subsequently engaged in agricultural pursuits 

on his own account. In 1898, he bought the old homestead and during the in- 
tervening years has wrought many and extensive improvements in the place, 
which is now one of the attractive and valuable properties of the section. Prac- 
tically all of the buildings now in use have been erected during Mr. Langner’s 
ownership, while at various times he has installed many modern conveniences 
and appliances about the place, which is equipped with everything deemed essen- 

tial to the progressive agriculturist of the present day. Dairying has been his 
specialty and he is milking fifteen high grade Holstein cows. 

Mr. Langner was twice married, his first union being in 1896 with Miss 

Ida Frerk, a daughter of John Frerk, who is now deceased but was for many 

years a well known agriculturist of Lima township. Three children were born 
of this marriage, as follows: Arno, a youth of fifteen who is attending the 
Sheboygan Falls high school; Herbert, who is eleven; and Hertha, nine years 
of age. The two latter are students of the district school. The wife and mother 
passed away on August 27, 1906, and on June 14, 1908, Mr. Langner married 
Mrs. Minnie Minstermann, of Sheboygan Falls, where their marriage occurred. 

The family attend the Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls, in which Mr. 
and Mrs. Langner hold membership, and politically he is a democrat. He and 
his wife enjoy favorable acquaintance among the people of Lima township and 
Mr, Langner numbers among his stanchest friends many of the comrades of 
his boyhood, which fact bespeaks his sterling worth, loyalty and high principles. 

ALFRED GEORGE QUASIUS. 

Alfred George Quasius is a barber of Sheboygan in which city he was born 
February 23, 1884. His father, Albert Quasius, also a native of Sheboygan, 
died December 4, 1910, at the age of fifty-five years. He followed cigar making 
from his boyhood days until 1889, when he established himself in the saloon 
business in this city, being one of the oldest saloon men of Sheboygan at the 
time of his demise. He married Bertha Schaetzer, who was born near Berlin, 
Germany. She is a daughter of Herman and Louisa Schaetzer and is now living 
in Sheboygan at the age of fifty-one years. The Quasius family was founded 
in America by Christian Quasius, the grandfather of our subject, who on coming
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to the new world made his way at once to Sheboygan. He was a carpenter 
by trade, however, learning the business in his native country, In the family of 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Quasius were eight children, of whom seven are yet living: 
Oscar, a resident of Sheboygan; Alfred G.; William, living in Milwaukee; Hugo, 
a carpenter of Sheboygan; Albert, who is employed as a laborer here; Antonia, 
the wife of H. Toepfer, of Milwaukee; and Carrie, at home. 

After his school days were over Alfred George Quasius learned the barber’s 
trade which he has followed to the present time. He now has a well appointed 
establishment and is accorded a good trade, so that he is meeting with success 
in his undertakings. He has been president of the Barbers’ Union, No. 631, of 
Sheboygan, since 1910. He is also a member of the Central Labor Union as.a 
delegate from the barbers’ association. 

Mr. Quasius was married in 1906 to Miss Clara Bachhausen, a daughter of 
William and Mary Bachhausen, and unto them has been born a son, William 
Albert, whose birth occurred January 25, 1909. 

Mr. Quasius was reared in the faith of the Lutheran church and is a member 
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. His political allegiance is given to the demo- 
cratic party and he has been somewhat prominent in its local councils. He is a 
candidate for county coroner this year and yet he has not, on the whole, sought 
office, his time and attention being occupied by his business interests. 

CHARLES JOSLIN. 

Charles Joslin, who for many years has been extensively engaged in the feed- 
ing and shipping of stock, owns and operates a farm of one hundred and fifty 
acres located two and a half miles west of Sheboygan Falls. He is a son of 
Charles A. and Anna Joslin, who were married in Sheboygan Falls and passed 
the entire period of their domestic life in this township. The father was a native 
of Oneida county, New York, but in his early manhood he came west to Wiscon- 
sin, and in 1854 filed on a homestead five miles north of Sheboygan Falls, and 
devoted the remainder of his life to its operation. The farm, which is one of the 
valuable properties of that section, is now owned by his son Harrison, who is 
mentioned at greater length elsewhere in this work. He was one of the enter- 
prising and progressive citizens of the pioneer period, and contributed his quota 
toward the development of the county, which remained his home until his death 

in 1897. Our subject is the eldest son and second child born to his parents, the 
other members of the family being as follows: Frances, the widow of George 

Goodwin, whose death occurred in 1909 and whose home was in Burlington, 

Wisconsin ; Alice, the wife of Fred Pierce, of Michigan; May, who died in 1887 

and who was the wife of R. Dye, who with their son resides at Antigo, Wis- 
consin; Harrison, who is the owner of the old home farm; William, who is mar- 

tied and residing at Cascade, this county; Sarah, who died in childhood; Nettie, 

who became the wife of G. Obbelode; and Nancy, who was living on the old 
homestead with her parents when she passed away in 1896. 

Sheboygan county has always been the home of Charles Joslin, who was 
reared on a farm and educated in the district schools. The eldest son in a large
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family he was early called upon to assist his father with the tilling of the fields 
and care of the crops, and long before he had attained his maturity was a skilled 

agriculturist and did a man’s work. He was diligent and enterprising, and sub- 
sequently acquired the means to buy his present farm in Sheboygan Falls town- 
ship. It contains one hundred and fifty acres of land, which under the capable 

direction of Mr. Joslin has been brought under high cultivation. His fields have 
been carefully tilled and fertilized and are planted to such cereals as are best 

adapted to the soil, and thus annually produce abundant harvests. For the past 
thirty-three years he has devoted the greater part of his time and attention to 

feeding and shipping stock, being one of the foremost men in this line of busi- 

ness in the county. His undertakings have prospered and he is numbered among 
the substantial citizens of his township. His realty holdings now aggregate one 
hundred and fifty acres, as in 1886 he acquired the title to a thirty acre tract in 
Lima township, which he still owns. 

On the 3d of December, 1891, Mr. Joslin was married to Miss Jennie Stevens, 

a daughter of Seva and Mary Stevens, natives of New York, who came to 
Sheboygan county during the pioneer days. Here the father passed away but 
the mother is still living and now makes her home in Plymouth. Mr. and Mrs. 
Joslin have two children, Lucille and Marion, both of whom are attending school. 

Mr. Joslin is a republican in his political views. His wife is a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church to the activities of which she lends her helpful 
‘interest. Having passed his entire life in this immediate vicinity, Mr. Joslin 
is widely known and has many friends, as he is a genial man and conducts his 
affairs in such a manner as to commend him to the confidence of those who have 
dealings with him. 

LOUIS A. WEISSE. 

Louis A. Weisse is a representative of one of the pioneer families of Sheboy- 

gan county and in his life record he displays many of the sterling traits of 
character of his German ancestry. He was born January 1, 1869, in Sheboygan 
Falls, where he still makes his home, his parents being Charles S. and Minnie 
Weisse, both natives of Saxony, Germany. In the acquirement of his education 

he attended the German Lutheran and public schools and also the Spencerian 

Business College of Milwaukee. He was a youth of but thirteen when he began 
working at the tanner’s trade, which he has since followed, acquainting himself 

with every phase of the business and thus preparing for active management of a 
business of his own. He is now associated with his brother, Charles H. Weisse, 

in conducting a tannery which is well equipped and which is constituting one 

of the important industrial enterprises of the village. 
In Sheboygan Falls, on the 14th of October, 1891, Louis A. Weisse was 

united in marriage to Miss Nellie Kuster, a daughter of John Kuster, and unto 

them have been born four children, namely: Armin L., Harvey J., Lester C. 

and Verdetta M. In his fraternal relations Mr. Weisse is connected with the 

Eagles. His political allegiance is given to the democratic party and he has 
Vol. U—26
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four times served as president of the village, filling that office in 1907, 10908, 
1909 and again in 1912. He was chief of the fire department for twenty-one 
years and since attaining the age of discretion has been an active factor in 
support of many movements which have been of value in the upbuilding of the 
community. All who know him recognize his public spirit and his devotion to 
the general good. . 

WILLIAM STRAUSS. 

William Strauss, the owner of two hundred acres of valuable land on section 

30, Mosel township, well deserves recognition among the prosperous and leading 

agriculturists of his community. His birth occurred in Herman township, She- 
boygan county, on the 4th of June, 1860, his parents being Moritz and Christina 
(Garize) Strauss, who were born, reared and married in Germany. In 1850 or 
1852 they crossed the Atlantic to the United States, coming direct to this county 
and settling in Herman township, where Moritz Strauss owned and operated 

a farm of sixty acres. The last decade of his life was spent in honorable re- 
tirement at Howard Grove, where he passed away in 1895 when seventy-three 
years of age. The period of his residence in Sheboygan county covered more 

than four decades and he was well and favorably known within its borders. 
Unto him and his wife were born eight children, as follows: Richard, who 
passed away in Colorado when fifty-six years of age; Anna, the deceased wife 

of John Boeldt, of Schleswig township, Manitowoc county; Frank, the pro- 

prietor of a saloon and hotel in Silver Creek, who is married and has three chil- 

dren; Emma, who is deceased; William, of this review; Ida, who is the wife 

of Julius Schuett, a retired resident of Howard Grove, by whom she has one 
child; and Otto and Charles, both of whom are deceased. 

William Strauss was educated in the district schools and after putting aside 
his text-books worked at farm labor. In 1886, when twenty-six years of age, 

he began his independent career as an agriculturist, coming into possession of a 

farm of one hundred and twenty acres, the boundaries of which he later ex- 

tended until it now embraces two hundred acres. Under his careful manage- 

ment and supervision the land has been brought to a high state of cultivation, 
the rich crops which the fields annually yield proving a source of gratifying re- 
muneration to him. ‘ 

On the 20th of June, 1886, Mr. Strauss was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary 
Schreiber, a daughter of Gottlieb and Sophia (Voight) Schreiber. Mrs. Strauss 
is the youngest one in a family of three children, of whom one died in infancy 

and the other, Henry, when forty-two years of age. Her father emigrated to 

the United States in 1852 and devoted his attention to the operation of a farm 
of one hundred and twenty acres in Sheboygan county throughout the remainder 

of his life, passing away on the 14th of December, 1911, when eighty-five years 
of age. His widow makes her home with Mrs. Strauss. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Strauss have been born four children, as follows: Edwin, a graduate of Dr. 
Martin Luther College at New Ulm, Minnesota, who is married and follows the
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profession of teaching at Kenosha, Wisconsin; Herbert, at home; Norbert, also 

at home, who is a graduate of the public schools and also pursued a course in 

agriculture at Madison; and Edgar, deceased. 

Mr. Strauss gives his political allegiance to the republican party and has ably 

served in the capacity of township supervisor. His religious faith is indicated 
by his membership in the German Lutheran church of Mosel. He has lived in 

this county from his birth to the present time and there is no better evidence 

of the sterling worth of his character than the fact that many of his stanchest 

friends are those who have known him from youth, having found him true to 

high principles in every relation of life. i 

GUIDO NEHRLICH. 

Guido Nehrlich is the general manager of the Freyberg Lumber Company, 

one of the largest and most flourishing institutions of its kind in northeastern 
Wisconsin. The manufacturing plant and the lumber yards of this concern are 
located at the foot of Pennsylvania avenue, in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Mr. Nehr- 

lich was born in Sheboygan, July 25, 1873, and is the son of Emil and Babette 

(Shlicht) Nehrlich, His father when a young man emigrated with his parents 

to this country from Apfelstadt, Saxony. Emil Nehrlich was by trade and 

occupation a turner. After following his trade in this country for some time he 
established himself in the wholesale liquor business and was also engaged as an 
expert bookkeeper for the Weisse Tannery Company of Sheboygan Falls. His 
ability as an accountant and his integrity and universay popularity among his 
associates and friends qualified him for usefulness in a larger field and he was 
accordingly elected as county clerk for this county, in which position he continued 
to serve for six successive terms. Later he received the appointment of deputy 
treasurer of Sheboygan county, serving in that capacity for one term. He was a 
man universally trusted by the people of his county and at all times succeeded in 

justifying the confidence reposed in him as a public servant. He passed away 
in 1910, at the age of sixty-four years, his wife surviving him a little over one 
year, her death occurring in July, rgt1. They are both buried on the family lot 
in Wildwood cemetery. ‘ 

Guido Nehrlich was reared in his father’s home and educated in the Sheboy- 
gan public schools. On laying aside his text-books at the age of fourteen he 
became an apprenticed plumber and continued in this business until he became a 
proficient workman. While he was engaged in the occupation of a plumber he 
found time to take a full business course in the Sheboygan Business College, and 
continued to follow the business of plumbing for a period of seven years, after 
which he formed a partnership with William Schaetzer, with whom he estab- 
lished in a more extensive way a general plumbing business. This firm met 
with gratifying success and in 1901 Mr. Nehrlich was engaged by the Freyberg 
Lumber Company as bookkeeper. This position he held until he received the 
appointment of manager, a position which he still retains. In addition to his 
responsibilities as manager of the Freyberg Lumber Company, he is also the ad- 
ministrator of the C. B. Freyberg estate.



504 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

Mr. Nehrlich was united in marriage, January 25, 1896, to Miss Norma 
Freyberg, a daughter of C. B. and Caroline Freyberg. Her father, the founder 
of the Freyberg Lumber Company, was one of the pioneer business men of 
Sheboygan and one of the first men to engage in the fish indusrty with the use 
of nets. He died in 1908 and was buried in Wildwood cemetery. An extended 
account of Mr. Freyberg’s life is found elsewhere in this work. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Nehrlich three children have been born: Margaret and Clara, both of 
whom are pupils in the high school of Sheboygan; and Helen, a pupil in the 
public schools. 

Mr. Nehrlich is a man of energetic business ability and as manager of the 
Freyberg Lumber Company maintains the high standard of that concern, which 
has been in successful operation in Sheboygan since 1888. He is always alive 
to the demands of the trade, successfully and fairly meeting the competition with 
other concerns engaged in similar business. Mr. Nehrlich is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity. He is regarded as a man of strict integrity and as one 

. Teady at all times to assist in the promotion of any public measure calculated 

to advance the best interests of the people. 

HUGO E. WUNSCH. 

Hugo E. Wunsch, a worthy representative of an honored pioneer family of 
Sheboygan county, is one of the young and successful agriculturists of Mosel 
township, now cultivating a farm of two hundred and thirty acres on section 10 
in association with his brother Alfred. It was in that township that his birth 
occurred on the 16th of February, 1888, his parents being Otto and Laura 
(Eisner) Wunsch, who are likewise natives of Mosel township. The father 

was born on the farm which is now being operated by his son Hugo. Theodore 
Wunsch, the paternal grandfather of our subject, crossed the Atlantic to the 
United States from Germany at an early day and took up his abode on a farm 

in Mosel township, Sheboygan county. Otto Wunsch, the father of Hugo E. 
Wunsch, followed general agricultural pursuits here throughout his active busi- 
ness career and for a quarter of a century operated the farm of two hundred 
and ‘thirty acres on which he still resides. In 1911 he put aside the active work 

of the fields and has since lived in honorable retirement. He gives his political 
allegiance to the republican party and has served as assessor for a number of 

years. His religious faith is that of the Lutheran church. Both he and his 
wife have spent their entire lives in this county and enjoy an extensive and 
favorable acquaintance within its borders, They have seven children, as follows: 

Richard, an agriculturist by occupation, who is married and resides in Algoma, 

Wisconsin; Hugo E., of this review; Alfred, who lives on the homestead farm 

and assists his brother Hugo in its operation; Robert, who is employed by his 
brother Richard in Algoma, Wisconsin; Arno, who attends high school at She- 

s boygan; Herbert; and Edwin. 

_ Hugo E. Wunsch obtained his early education in the district schools and 
later pursued a short course in agriculture at Madison. The farm on which he 

was born has always remained his home and in its operation he has been busily
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engaged since starting out as an agriculturist on his own account in 1911. He 

operates the home place of two hundred and thirty acres in association with his 

brother Alfred. Aside from general farming he also raises Guernsey cattle and 
Berkshire hogs. He is thoroughly familiar with the work of the farm in alk 
of its phases and has therefore won success in his undertakings. 

On the 25th of June, 1911, Mr. Wunsch was united in marriage to Miss Ella 
Vogel, a daughter of Richard Vogel, of Cleveland, Manitowoc county, who fol- 

lowed farming throughout his active business career. Mr. Wunsch has found 
scope for his activity within the bounds of his native township and well deserves 

recognition among its substantial and enterprising young citizens. 

ALFRED F. MEYER: 
, 

Alfred F. Meyer is proprietor of a saloon and buffet at Sheboygan. He was 
born May 12, 1883, in Wilson township, and is a son of Herman Meyer. The 
father was born in New York state and with his parents moved to Wisconsin 

where the family lived in a log house which was one of the pioneer homes of 
the county and later they removed to Wilson township. After his marriage, 
Herman Meyer followed farming on his own account, acquiring a tract of land 
which he cultivated for a time. Subsequently, however, he sold out and came to 

Sheboygan, where he engaged in grading contracting to the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 24th of September, 1906, when he was forty-nine years 
of age. He married Ottilia Springborn, whose birth occurred in Wilson town- 
ship, a daughter of William and Adelheid (Merton) Springborn, who were 
natives of Germany. William Springborn enlisted for active service in the Civil 

war under Colonel Root, of Sheboygan, and served throughout the period of 

hostilities. He came with his parents to America in his youthful days and settled 
in Sheboygan county, where he followed farming throughout his entire life save 
for the period spent at the front. Mrs. Meyer is still living at the age of fifty 

years. By her marriage she became the mother of the following named: Emma, 

the wife of August Keeter, a teamster of Sheboygan; Alfred F.; William and 
Hugo, who are also teamsters of Sheboygan; Alma, the wife of Clarence Brun- 
holz, a painter of Sheboygan; Walter, a chauffeur of Sheboygan; Elsie, who is 
clerking ; and George, at home. It is interesting to know something more of the 
family of which Alfred F. Meyer is a representative, for this is one of the old 
families of this part of the state. His grandfather was Christian Meyer, of 
Ockermark, Germany, in which country he followed farming. With his wife, 

Fredericka, he came to America and settled in Sheboygan at a very early day. 
His widow still resides in this city at the age of seventy-eight years. 

Alfred F. Meyer was employed at farm labor after leaving school, spending 
three years in that way. He afterward occupied a position as barkeeper for 
six years and then engaged in business on his own account, having in the mean- 
time carefully saved his earnings. He opened a saloon which he is now con- 
ducting in a partnership relation, having in 1910 become senior partner of the 
firm of Meyer & Grau. ;
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Mr. Meyer married Miss Verona Helzer, who was born in Chilton, Wiscon- 

sin, a daughter of Nicholas Helzer, a farmer. Mr. Meyer has never taken an 

active interest in politics but is identified with several fraternal organizations, 
holding membership with the Eagles and the Rangers, both of Sheboygan. Of 
the former he is serving as a member of the fife and drum corps. He was reared 
in the Lutheran church. He is well known in this city where his entire life has 

been passed, and he has many warm friends among the leading German-Ameri- 
can citizens here. 

WILLIAM O. NUSSBAUMER. 

William O. Nussbaumer is one of those who have gained for Sheboygan 
county its reputation as a cheese-manufacturing center. He has one of the most 
splendidly equipped cheese factories in the county and is doing a business which 
in volume and importance places him with the foremost in his line in this part 
of the state. He comes from a country noted for its cheese products, being a 
native of Switzerland, where his birth occurred July 11, 1880. His father, Joseph 
Nussbaumer, brought his family to the new world when his son William O. 
was but four years of age and made his way at once to Chicago, from which 
city he removed to Cedarburg, Wisconsin, and later to Sheboygan, where he 
settled upon a farm. 

William O. Nussbaumer acquired his early education in the public schools of 
Sheboygan, afterward studied for a time in Cedarburg and later finished his 
course in Sheboygan, but at the age of fourteen years left school in order to 
give his parents the benefit of his services. He worked with his father until 
1900, at which time the family removed to Sheboygan Falls township, where 
they conducted the Halfway House, situated between Sheboygan and Plymouth. 
There they lived for ten years, William O. Nussbaumer remaining at home 
through all but the last year of that period. He then left the parental roof and 
began learning the cheesemaking business, working at his trade in the employ 

of others until he came to Lima township and purchased a factory at the junc- 
tion of Hingham and Waldo roads. The factory was not in a very good condi- 
tion, so in the fall of 1910 he began excavating for a new plant. The cold 
weather then came on and he abandoned the work for a few months but early 
in January, 1912, he removed to the new plant. He has a large two story build- 
ing, the first floor being given to the factory and the second floor fitted up for 
residence purposes. Owing to the difficulty in’ obtaining help he had to do most 
of the work himself in addition to carrying on the manufacture of cheese. The 
plant has but recently been completed and is superior in appearance, equipment 
and sanitary conditions to any of the kind not only in Lima towship but in all 
Sheboygan county. The present capacity is ten thousand pounds of milk per 
day. The cheese which he manufactures is of a high grade and excellent quality 
and finds a ready sale on the market. Mr. Nussbaumer has made for himself 
a creditable position in business circles in this connection and his success is the 
merited reward of earnest, persistent labor that does not falter in the face of 
difficulties or hardships.
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On the 5th of February, rgro, Mr. Nussbaumer was united in marriage to 
Miss Ida B. Schreiber, a daughter of John and Adeline Schreiber, both of whom 
are natives of Sheboygan county, while the father is now a well known farmer 
of Sheboygan Falls township. Mr. and Mrs. Nussbaumer are well known in 
the district which has been their home throughout practically their entire lives. 

Mr. Nussbaumer has many of the commendable characteristics of the Swiss 
people and in his business he has illustrated the fact that his fellow countrymen, 

if they possess qualities similar to his, have well merited the reputation which 
they enjoy as cheese manufacturers. 

HON. WILLIAM F. SIEKER. 

General farming claims the time and energies of the Hon. William F. Sieker, 

and yet he has found opportunity to promote public progress along various 
lines. His political activity has brought him prominence and he has left the 
impress of his individuality upon the state legislature through two terms of 

service as a member of the general assembly. He was born in Lippe-Detmold, 

Germany, on the 28th of January, 1849, and was brought to America when but 

three months old by his parents, John B. and Henriette Sieker, who were also 
natives of Lippe-Detmold, Germany. The father was a carpenter by trade, 
following that pursuit in Germany until 1849 when with his family he sailed for 
the new world. He reached Herman township, Sheboygan county, in the month 
of June, and for five years thereafter was a resident of this district, at the end 
of which time death terminated his life’s labors in 1854. On his arrival here 
he found a frontier district and preempted eighty acres of land from the govern- 
ment, converting it into a good farm upon which he remained until his demise. 
His widow long survived him and reached the age of eighty-six years, passing 
away in 1900. She was twice married, her second husband being Fred Dohmeier, 
who was born in Germany and was one of the first settlers of Sheboygan county, 

arriving in 1847. Twenty years later he passed away after having devoted the 
intervening years to agricultural pursuits. There were two children of the first 
marriage, the elder being Simon Sieker, who was a farmer of Clark county, Wis- 
consin, and died in Sheboygan in 1808, leaving a family. 

The younger son is the Hon. William F. Sieker who, spending his youthful 
days in his mother’s home, pursued his education in the district schools and in 

the schools of Sheboygan. He was also reared to farm life, early becoming 

familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops. In 
early manhood he taught school for a time and in 1873 began farming on his 
own account, since which time he has occupied the old homestead in Herman 
township. Here he has one hundred acres of land, rich and arable, devoted to 
general farming. He raises the cereals and fruits best adapted to soil and 

climate and also has good stock upon his place. In fact, all the features of a 

model farm are there found, including modern improvements. He has upon 
his place the best farm machinery to facilitate the work of the fields and he also 
sells farm implements to some extent.



508 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

Mr. Sieker has been twice married. In December, 1872, he wedded Miss 

Caroline Bueker, whose parents were old settlers of this county. Mrs. Sieker 
died in 1887, leaving two children who are living: Dr. A. W. Sieker, a practic- 
ing physician of Franklin; and Bertha, who is also a resident of Franklin, Wis- 
consin. Three other children of that marriage have passed away. On the 24th 

of December, 1890, Mr. Sieker was again married, his second union being with 
Miss Mary Gosse, a daughter of Herman Gosse of Herman township, who was 
born in Germany while his wife was a native of this country. Unto the second 
marriage of Mr. Sieker have been born four children: Oscar J., who is a 

graduate of the high school of Sheboygan and attending the State University 
at Madison; Elsa E., a graduate of the district school; and Ruth and Mary, 
both at home. 

Mr. Sieker has been prominent in political circles and for eighteen terms 
has served as chairman of the township board of supervisors. In 1894 he was 
elected to the general assembly and in 1896 was reelected, remaining an incum- 
bent in that office for two terms. He is not an aspirant for political honors 
however, feeling his time is fully occupied by his business interests, and that he 
is both practical and progressive is indicated by the excellent appearance of his 
place which is one of the well developed and well improved farms of Herman 
township. 

5 FRED OETKING, Jr. 

Fred Oetking, Jr., is the president of the Sheboygan Coal Company, the 
principal offices and yards being located at the corner of North Seventh street 
and Virginia avenue, Sheboygan, Wisconsin. His residence is at the corner of 
Ninth street and Virginia avenue. He was born in Houghton county, Michigan, 
on the 22d of September, 1854, his parents being Fred and Fredericka Oetking. 

The father emigrated to America from Hanover, Germany, in the year 1846. 
On reaching this country he first settled in Houghton county, Michigan, as a 
copper miner. There he continued to reside until the year 1856, at which time 

~ he removed to Wilson township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where he spent 
about ten years in farming, after which he removed to the city of Sheboygan. 
During the war of 1861-65 he was represented by a substitute in the Civil war. 
His earthly career was brought to a close on December 24, 1910, at the very 

advanced age of ninety years, and his remains were interred on the family lot 
in Wildwood cemetery. Mr. Oetking is survived by his widow, who still re- 
sides in Sheboygan. 

Fred Oetking, Jr., was reared in his father’s home and received his early 
education in the public schools of Sheboygan. At the age of fourteen he became 

an employe of the Sheboygan Manufacturing Company, that factory being the 
first to install its independent sawmill plant in that city, and Mr, Oeking remained 

with that company for a period of nine years. At that time he began in a small 
way to buy and deal in wood and lumber for himself and in addition to this busi- 

ness he also accepted contracts for excavating and for street and dockage im- 
provements. By paying careful attention to his business he was able to enlarge
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his scope of operations from year to year. In 1879 he established himself in the 

coal business. He incorporated the Sheboygan Coal Company in 1883, locating 
its original business place upon the site now occupied by that company. 

On the 27th of May, 1879, Mr. Oetking was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Hauenstein, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Hauenstein. Her father has the 

distinction of being the first pioneer baker in the city of Sheboygan. Unto Mr. 
and Mrs, Oetking have been born five children, as follows: William, now the 

secretary of the Sheboygan Coal Company; Frieda, the wife of Joseph Kufel, 
who is foreman of the Ross-Sellinger Glove Company; Fred C., an employe in 

the German Bank; Etta, a graduate of the high school; and Frank, who is a 

graduate of the University. of Wisconsin at Madison. y 
Mr. Oetking is affiliated with the democratic party and for five consecutive 

years has been elected as one of the supervisors of the township in which he 
resides. He is a member of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the 

Turnverein of Sheboygan, the Concordia Singing Club and other organizations. 
Mr. Oetking from the beginning of his business career has been uniformly suc- 
cessful in his ventures and is regarded by his fellow citizens as a man of sound 
judgment, of unquestioned integrity and as one of the substantial citizens of 

Sheboygan. 

JOSEPH SILBERNAGEL 

Joseph Silbernagel, one of the well known citizens and substantial agricul- 
turists of Herman township, is the owner of a fine farm of one hundred and 

| fifty acres on section 8, in the operation of which he has been busily engaged for 
about fifteen years. His birth occurred in Herman township, Sheboygan county, 

on the 15th of June, 1863, his parents being Peter and Josephine (Lutz) Sil- 
bernagel, who were natives of Rhine Province, Germany, and emigrated to the 
United States in 1848. Their marriage, however, was celebrated in this country, 

the ceremony being performed on the farm which is now in possession of our 
subject. Peter Silbernagel owned and operated the tract of eighty acres in 
Herman township, now owned by his. son Joseph, of this review, continuing its 
cultivation untll the time of his wife’s death, which occurred on the 12th of 

October, 1893. Subsequently he took up his abode in St. Nazianz, Manitowoc 
county, but later returned to Sheboygan county, spending the remainder of his 
life with his son Joseph. He died in June, 1902, at the age of seventy six years, 

passing away in the faith of the Catholic church. Unto him and his wife were 
born five children, as follows: Anna, who gave her hand in marriage to William 
Will and now resides with her husband and children on a farm in Colby, Clark 

county, Wisconsin; Joseph, of this review; Christopher, who died at the age of 
two and a half years, being burned to death in the barn; Mary, who died at the 

age of four; and Katharine, who passed away at the age of twenty-six. 

Joseph Silbernagel obtained his education in the district schools and after 
putting aside his text-books worked at farm labor for a time. When twenty 

years of age he began dealing in farm machinery, continuing in that business for 
ten years in connection with farming. He afterward spent three years in
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Chilton, Wisconsin, conducting a saloon during one year of that time and later 
being engaged in the livery business for a year and a half. From Chilton he re- 

moved to Appleton, this state, where he resided for two years, conducting a 
saloon for thirteen months of the time. On the 31st of March, 1898, he re- 

turned to Herman township, Sheboygan county, where he has since operated a 
farm of one hundred and fifty acres in such an able manner that he has annually 

harvested good crops. He also raises Holstein-Friesian cattle and in both 
branches of his business has won gratifying success. In connection with his 
agricultural interests he is a director of the Mosel Centerville Telephone Com- 

pany. 

: On the 26th of October, 1886, Mr. Silbernagel was joined in marriage to 
Miss Mary Jaekels, a daughter of Jacob and Johanna Jaekels, formerly of 
Chilton, Wisconsin. The father now resides in Milwaukee but the mother is 

deceased, having passed away on the 21st of June, 1904. Mr. and Mrs. Silber- 

nagel have two children: Joseph J., an agriculturist by occupation, who is 
married and resides with his father; and Harry P., at home. 

In politics Mr. Silbernagel is a stanch democrat. For four terms he has 

ably served as chairman of the town board of supervisors. In religious faith 
he is a Catholic. No trust reposed in him has ever been betrayed in the slightest 
degree and his fidelity to honorable, manly principles has ever won for him the 
good will and friendship of those with whom he has been brought in contact. 

OTTO SOMMER. 

Otto Sommer, a representative agriculturist of Mosel, his native township, 

owns and cultivates a farm of ninety-two and a half acres on section 10, which 

annually yields him a good income. He was born on the 30th of November, 
1876, a son of Gustav and Fredericka Sommer, both of whom were natives of 

Germany, crossing the Atlantic to the United States with their respective parents. 
The father of our subject came to this country in 1856 as a youth of sixteen, 
while the mother was brought here as a little maiden of seven years in 1851. 

They were married in this county and established their home on the farm which 
is now in possession of their son Otto. Gustav Sommer passed away in Mosel 
township in 1903 when sixty-three years of age, but is still survived by his 

wife, who resides on the old homestead with our subject. More extended men- 
tion of the family is made on another page of this work in connection with the 

sketch of Julius Sommer. 

Otto Sommer was educated in the district schools and has always remained 
on the farm where his birth occurred, early becoming familiar with the duties 

and labors of the agriculturist as he assisted his father in the operation of the 
home place, In 1900 he started out as an agriculturist on his own account and 
has since been busily engaged in the cultivation of ninety-two and a half acres 
of land, the well tilled fields annually yielding golden harvests in return for the 

care and labor which he bestows upon them. 
On the 9th of December, 1900, Mr. Sommer was united in marriage to Miss 

Anna Vogel, who was born on a farm in Centerville township, Manitowoc county,
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her parents being Richard and Pauline (Lutze) Vogel. Our subject and his 

wife have one child, Esther. During his lifelong residence in Sheboygan county 
Mr. Sommer has gained many warm friends, who hold him in high regard be- 
cause of his true worth and sterling characteristics. 

HERMAN MITWEDE. 

Herman Mitwede makes his home in Sheboygan Falls but is the owner of an 

excellent farm in Lima township which is rented. He was born in that town- 
ship September 10, 1859, a son of August Mitwede, a native of Prussia, Ger- 
many, born October 26, 1831. The father was for many years actively identitied 
with agricultural pursuits in this county, conducting his farming interests until 
1902 when he retired and purchased a home in Sheboygan Falls where he lived 

until his death, January 13, 1907, at the age of seventy-five years. He married 

Konradina Ahrens, who was born in Brunswick, Germany, November 28, 1839, 

and came to Sheboygan county with her parents Henry and Carolina (Sackman) 
Ahrens, who were also natives of Brunswick. They settled in Wilson township 

but afterward removed to Lima township where their remaining days were 
passed. Mrs. August Mitwede still survives and is enjoying good health at the 
age of seventy-two years. In the family were three sons: Herman, of this 
review; August, living in Lima township; and William of Plymouth. 

Herman Mitwede pursued his education in the public schools of Wilson and 
Lima townships and in the Sheboygan Falls high school in which he was a pupil 

for two years. He worked at home with his father until the latter sold the farm 
and then went with the family to Sheboygan Falls where he has since made his 
home. He owns property in Lima township, however, and from his farm there 
derives a gratifying income. He is well known in the county where his life has 
been passed and where his many admirable characteristics have won for him 

the regard and friendship of those with whom he has come in contact. His 

political allegiance is given to the republican party and his religious faith is that 
of the Lutheran church. 

JACOB KEMPF. 

No history of Sheboygan would be complete without extended mention of 
Jacob Kempf, who is the oldest among the active merchants of this city. He 
has now passed the eighty-second milestone on life’s journey and yet is giving 

personal supervision to his mercantile interests as a shoe dealer. He was born 
May 12, 1830, in Lich by Giessen, Germany, and his parents, John and Anna 

(Rauh) Kempf, were also natives of that part of the fatherland. John Kempf 
followed shoemaking as foreman of shoe factories throughout his entire life. 

He died in 1898 when well advanced in years and his wife reached the age of 
ninety.
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Jacob Kempf is the only survivor of the family of four children. When his 
school days were over he learned shoemaking and on the 4th of July, 1849, he 

arrived in America, making his way to Buffalo, where he remained for one 

year. Sheboygan became his. next place of residence and he is today one of its 

oldest settlers. The city was then a hamlet and the entire county was but 

sparsely settled. He took up--sheemakingand afterward established a shoe 
business, handling goods made by leading manufacturers of the country. In this 

business he continues to the present time, owning a large and well appointed 

store and giving excellent service to his patrons in the conduct of his business, 

His methods haye ever been founded upon strict probity and he has ever recog- 

nized the fact that satisfied customers are the best advertisement. 
Mr. Kempf was married in Sheboygan to Miss Bertha Knaus, who was 

born in Saxony, and on coming to the United States in 1850 settled first in 
Toledo, Ohio, whence she came to Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kempf were 
born eleven children and the record is somewhat remarkable in that not a death 
has occurred among the number. In order of birth they are as follows: Charles, 
who married Meta Aldrich, by whom he has two children, their home being in 
Emily City, Michigan ; John, also of Michigan, who married Lucy Aldrich and has 
four children; George, who married and lives in Chicago; Lena, who is the wife 
of B. Aldrich, of Michigan, and has five children; Edward, of Sheboygan, who 
married Ann Reuschneider and has two children; William, a resident of Sheboy- 

gan; Emma, the wife of W. Kropf, of Chicago; Mrs. Ollie Landweher, of She- 

boygan, who has three children; Frank, who has three children and lives in this 

city; Julia, the wife of J. Williams, of New York; and Clara, of Boston. Mr. 

Kempf also has one great-grandchild. He has every reason to be proud of his 
family for his children have made creditable records. His has been an honorable 
and upright life in consistent harmony with his professions as a member of the 
Methodist church. He has never faltered in his allegiance to a course which he 
believes to be right nor failed to advocate a cause which he believes to be for the 
best interests of the community at large. Few men of his years remain active in 
business, but old age need not necessarily suggest idleness nor want of occupation. 
There is an old age which grows stronger and better mentally and spiritually 
as the years pass by and gives out of its rich stores of wisdom and experience 
for the benefit of others. Such is the record of Mr. Kempf, and although he 
has now passed the eighty-second milestone on life’s journey, in spirit and in 
interests he seems yet in his prime. 

HERMAN SCHNEIDER. 

Herman Schneider, who engages in dairying in Lima township, was born in 
Elsterberg, Saxony, Germany, on the 19th of March, 1850, and is the only child 
of Ludwig and Louisa (Miller) Schneider. The parents were also natives 
of Saxony, the father having been born in the same town as the son on De- 

cember 12, 1824, The family came to America in 1852, Sheboygan county being 
their destination, Upon his arrival here Mr. Schneider purchased some land in
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Wilson township, which he cultivated for thirteen years. At the expiration of 
that time he disposed of his interests there and went to Lake Superior, Michigan, 

but in 1867 he returned to Sheboygan county and purchased eighty acres of land 
on section 18, Lima township. There the mother passed away in 1871, at the age . 
of fifty-six years, but she was long survived by the father, whose death occurred 

on December 2, 1898, just ten days prior to the seventy-fourth anniversary of his 
birth. Mrs. Schneider had been previously married to a Mr. Senglaub, and by 
him had had three children: a daughter, who died in Germany before the family 

emigrated to this country; Christian, who died in Montana; and Edward. 

Herman Schneider was only a child of two years when his parents brought 

him to America. He acquired his education in the district schools of Wilson 
township, and assisted his father with the work of the farm until he was thirty 

years of age. He subsequently leased the home place, which he operated as a 
renter until it came into his possession upon the death of his father. Very soon 
thereafter he increased his holdings by the purchase of forty acres on section 
17, and in 1899 he bought eighty acres of section 7, but he has since disposed of 

all his land but forty acres of the old homestead. He has made many improve- 
ments in the place during the period of his ownership, having remodeled the 
house in 1905 and erected a large barn in 1911, while he is now planning to 
build a large silo. Of recent years he has devoted his entire time and attention 

to dairying, which has proven to be-very lucrative. 
In Wilson township on the 15th of December, 1872, Mr. Schneider was 

married to Miss Aurelia Sibilski, who was born in Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 
Germany, on the 7th of March, 1854, and to them have been born eight children, 
six of whom are still living: Louisa, the wife of Joseph Behr of Lima; Fred- 
erick, who is farming in Wilson*township; Minnie, who married Benjamin 
TeHennepe, of Lima; William, who is operating a farm on section 17, Lima 

township; George, a farmer in Lyndon township; and Emma, the wife of Julius 

Krause of Sheboygan Falls township. ~ 

In matters of faith the family are Lutherans, the parents belonging to the 
German church of that denomination in Lima township. Politically Mr. 
Schneider is a republican, but has never held an office. He takes an active in- 
terest in all public questions, however, and is numbered among the progressive 
and enterprising citizens of the township, where he enjoys a wide and favorable 
acquaintance. 

RUSSELL HYATT. 

Russell Hyatt, who was for many years identified with the agricultural de- 
velopment of Sheboygan county, but is now living retired in Hingham, was born 

in Putnam county, New York, on the 7th of October, 1830. His father, James 
D. Hyatt, was also a native of Putnam county, his birth having occurred on the 

24th of October, 1803. In 1854, he removed with his family to Wisconsin, ar- 
riving in Sheboygan on April 13 of that year.’ Soon after his arrival he pur- 

chased a hundred and sixty acres of land a mile west of Hingham, known as 
the Webster farm. He diligently applied himself to the further cultivation and
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improvement of this place during the remainder of his active life. He passed 

away on his farm on October 18, 1860, his death resulting from injuries sustained 

in an accident. He was descended from an old New York family, his father, 

Russell Hyatt, having lived and died in the Empire state, where he was likewise 
born. The mother, whose maiden name was Minerva Mead, was also born in 

Putnam county, her natal day having been the 27th of June, 1808. She was 
a daughter of Jeremiah Mead, who came to Wisconsin about 1845, locating at 

West Bend, Wisconsin, in Washington county, where he lived until the death 
of his wife, Charlotte. He then came to Lyndon township, where he passed 

away before the Civil war. Mrs. Hyatt died on the home farm on the 18th of 

October, 1856. There were born to her the following children, all of whom 
lived to attain maturity with the exception of one son, Clarence, who died at 

the age of six years; Major, who died in 1891; Anna Eliza, whose death oc- 

curred in 1906; Alva, who is also deceased; Russell, our subject; A. X. Hyatt, 

who died on the 9th of November, 1905; Moseman, whose death occurred 

March 29, 1909; Sarah Jane, who died on the 15th of April, 1905; Jeremiah, 
who is likewise deceased; Chauncey, who is a resident of Los Angeles, Cali- 

fornia; Frederick, who passed away on the 17th of October, 1907; Emma, the 

widow of Alonzo Ames, also of Los Angeles, California; John, who makes his 

home in Lincoln, Nebraska; Charlotte, who passed away on May 3, 1904; and 
Catharine, who is a resident of Lincoln, Nebraska. After the death of the 

mother the father married again and to him and his second wife there was born 

one daughter, Amanda, who married Andrew Robinson, of Mondova, Buffalo 

county, Wisconsin. 

The early life of Russell Hyatt was passed in his native county, his educa- 

tion being obtained in the district schools of ‘Kent township.. His energies were 
always devoted to agricultural pursuits until he removed to Hingham, and while 

residing in New York he assisted his father with the cultivation of the home 
farm, which was very large. He came west with his people in 1854, and in the 

autumn of that year bought eighty acres of land in Holland township, which 
he improved and cultivated until he withdrew from active work in 1893, and 
leasing his farm came to Hingham to live. During the first nine years of his 

residence here he rented a house, but at the expiration of that time he sold his 
farm, and purchasing some land erected thereon the residence he now occupies. 

He has a very comfortable home and a large garden, in the cultivation of which 

he spends much time, taking great pride in having it known as one of the best 

in the town. 

Mr. Hyatt has been married twice. His first union was with Miss Sarah 
Mabie, of Putnam county, New York, the event being celebrated on the 3d of 

December, 1854. They became the parents of six children: Frank, who died in 
Oregon in 1888; William, who is a resident of Hingham; Alva, who lives in 
Holland township; Ernest, of Sheboygan Falls; Lilly, the wife of Levi Braisure 

of Portland, Oregon, and Gertrude, who is living in Sheboygan. The wife and 
mother passed away on the rst of July, 1888, and on May 8, 1893, Mr. Hyatt 
married his present wife, whose maiden name was Minnie Kuehne. Her parents 

were Frederick and Amelia (White) Kuehne, natives of Germany, whence they 
came to Sheboygan county in 1854, locating at Hingham, where the father fol- 

lowed the cooper’s trade. They are both now deceased. Mrs, Hyatt was the
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widow of Phillip Dell, by whom she had the following children: Florence, the 

widow of the Rev. A. C. Robinson, who was pastor of the Baptist church of 
Mondova, Buffalo county, this state; Oscar Dell, who is residing in Hingham; 

Effie, the deceased wife of William Stamerdink, of Oostburg, Wisconsin; Anna, 

who married William P. Walker, of Roberts, Wisconsin; and Lilly, who died at 

the age of two years. 
In religious faith Mr. Hyatt is a Baptist, as is also his wife, and has for 

thirty years been deacon of the church of that denomination in Lyndon town- 
ship. He votes the republican ticket, believing its policy is best adapted to pro- 
tect the highest interests of the people. Fifty-eight years have elapsed since Mr. 

Hyatt first came to Sheboygan county, during which time marvelous changes 
have taken place, the vast timber tracts having been converted into beautiful 
and highly cultivated farms, while thriving towns and villages have sprung up 
where there was not a vestige of human habitation when he located here. 

FRED W. REINEKING. 

On the roll of Sheboygan county’s honored dead appears the name of Fred 
W. Reineking, whose life in many respects was an exemplary one and consti- 
tutes an example well worthy of emulation. He was born in Sheboygan county, 
September 3, 1853, a son of Fred and Charlotte Reineking, both of whom were 
natives of Lippe-Detmold, Germany. Hermann Reineking, the grandfather of 
our subject, brought to this country a colony of twenty-four families comprising 

one hundred and twelve persons, together with his own family of three sons and 
two daughters. It was in the year 1847 that the grandfather crossed the Atlantic 

and took up his abode on a farm on section 20 in Sheboygan county, upon which 
the family of Fred W. Reineking is now living. The farm on which he took up 
his abode was in the midst of the wilderness. One by one the sons started out 

in life for themselves and Fred Reineking, the father, secured one hundred 

and sixty acres of land which he converted into rich and productive fields. He 
made farming his life work, his labors being ended in death in 1882. He had 
married Charlotte Luhmann, who long survived him, passing away in April, 
Igt1. They were the parents of five children, namely: Herman, a medical 

practitioner of Milwaukee; George, deceased; Mary, who married William 

Wernecke, a farmer by occupation; and Lydia, the wife of Egbert Borgmann, 
of Milwaukee. ‘ 

Fred W. Reineking, the other member of the family, pursued his education 
in the Mission House College and in the University of Wisconsin. He became 

a teacher in the country schools and for a number of years followed that pro- 
fession. He then began farming on the old home place and was thus identified 

to the time of his demise. His life was a busy and useful one, proving beneficial 

not only to himself and family but to the community at large because of his 

Support of and cooperation with many movements of value to the general good. 
Tn addition to his public affairs he was treasurer of the Herman Fire Insurance 
Company. ;



On the 20th of October, 1876, Mr. Reineking was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Arpke, a daughter of C. F. Arpke. The father was born at Eichholz, in 
Lippe-Detmold, Germany, April 9, 1831, and was sixteen years of age when 

he came to the new world. He learned his trade in a Manitowoc sawmill and 

afterward started in business as the owner of a sawmill at Franklin in 1853. 
In 1856 he established a flour and grist mill in connection with Henry Dickhoff 
and became an active factor in industrial circles in this part of the state. In 
1855 he had married Miss Sophia Uphoff, who was born in Germany and passed 
away on the oth of June, 1894. Her father’s death occurred on the 23d of July, 
1909. Mr. Arpke was subsequently married again and is survived by his second 

. wife. He was one of the directors and stockholders of the State Bank of She- 
boygan and was a representative citizen and well known business man of this 
community. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Reineking were born nine children, as follows: 

* Lawrence, who passed away at the age of twenty-three years; Calvin F., who is 
married and has three children and who is now employed by Stoelting Brothers, 

of Kiel; Richard F., associated with the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Com- 

pany at Chicago, who is married and has one child; Delia Mary, who married 

Henry Boedecker, engaged in farming; Roland F. M., who is married and is a 
farmer by. occupation, residing on the Howard Grove road; Esther Mary, a 
school teacher of Sheboygan; and Elsa Mary, Frederick George and Mary Char- 
lotte, all yet at home. Mr. Reineking filled the office of justice of the peace and 
his decisions were strictly fair and impartial. He held membership in the Re- 
formed church and his life was ever in harmony with its principles. In later 
years his health failed him and he passed away February 24, 1904, at the age 

of fifty and one-half years. In every relation in which he had been placed he 
; held to high standards of conduct and sought to embody lofty principles in his 

life. Sterling traits of character won him high regard and he was most highly 
esteemed where best known. 

DELBERT CRAIG. 

Delbert Craig, one of the successful dairymen of Lima township, where he 

owns one hundred and twenty acres of land, is a native of Sheboygan county, 

his birth having occurred in the township where he now resides on August 27, 
1857. His father, Freeman Craig, Jr., was born in Bangor, Maine, on Septem- 
ber 16, 1822, but in 1847 he came to this county and purchased eighty of the 

one hundred and sixty acres of land which had been homesteaded by his father, 

Freeman Craig, the year previous. He diligently applied himself to the further 
improvement and cultivation of his land until he passed away on the 2oth of 

September, 1881, at the age of fifty-nine years. He was a veteran of the Civil 

war and one of the enterprising and progressive citizens of the pioneer period. 

The mother, whose maiden name was Eliza Jane Taylor, was born in 

New Jersey, on March 18, 1827, and was a daughter of Charles and Maria Tay- 
lor. She came from her native state to Plymouth, Wisconsin, in 1848, with her 
parents, who here passed the remainder of their lives. At Sheboygan Falls, in 

November, 1852, she was married to Freeman Craig, Jr., and to them were born
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seven children, our subject being the eldest son and second in order of birth. 

The others are as follows: Ella, who died at the age of five years; Mary, who 

died in infancy ; Cora, whose death occurred when she was a child of five years; 

Charles, who was four at the time of his death; Mark, who was killed in an 

accident while working on the Federal building at Portland, Oregon, in 1899; 
and Sylvia, who married Spencer Byrum, of Sheboygan Falls. The mother, 
who lived to attain the venerable age of seventy-nine years, was residing at 
Sheboygan Falls when she passed away. 

The education of Delbert Craig was begun in the district schools of Lima 
township, and completed in the high school of Sheboygan Falls, which he at- 
tended for a brief period. He remained with his parents until he was twenty- 

two and assisted with the work of the farm, but after his father’s death he left 

home and for a year thereafter worked out by the month. He subsequently 
rented the farm in Lima township which was owned by Mrs. Craig’s mother and 
this he operated for nine years, with good success. Upon the death of her mother 
Mrs. Craig inherited the eighty acre farm on section 18, and here for more than 

thirty years Mr. Craig has been engaged in the dairy business. He is a man of. 
enterprising and progressive methods and practical ideas, and his farm is well 

improved and equipped, being provided with everything essential to the modern 

agriculturist or dairyman. His fields, which are carefully tilled and under high 
cultivation, are planted to such cereals as are best adapted to the feeding of 

stock, while his cattle are high grade Holsteins. He has prospered in his under- 
takings because he is diligent and enterprising and intelligently concentrates his 

efforts upon the attainment of a definite purpose. He has of recent years in- 

creased his acreage by the purchase of forty acres of the old Craig homestead 
on section 8, which makes his property holdings aggregate one hundred and 
twenty acres. 

In this township on the 29th of January, 1885, Mr. Craig was married to 
Miss Mary E. Gallagher, a daughter of William and Marie Gallagher, well known 
farming people of Lima township during the pioneer period, who are now 

deceased. Two daughters have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Craig: Lillian E., the 

wife of F. C. Corbett, a farmer of Spencer, Marathon county, Wisconsin; and 

Mary J., who was married June 19, 1912, to James B. McCabe, a prosperous 
young farmer of Chilton, Wisconsin. 

In his political views, Mr. Craig is a republican, but he has always declined 
to be a candidate for office, although he is not at all remiss in the duties of citi- 
zenship, but actively cooperates in forwarding the development of the com- 
munity and its various public utilities. = 

LAWRENCE ROCHLUS. 

Lawrence Rochlus is the senior member of the firm of L. Rochlus & Com- 

pany, flour and feed merchants, their place of business being located at No. 530 
North Water street, Sheboygan. Mr. Rochlus was born at Birnbach, in the 
Rhine province of Prussia, July 2, 1874, his parents being Anton and Lucille 
(Schmitz) Rochlus, who emigrated to America in 1882 and made their first 
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settlement at St. Cloud, Wisconsin. Later the family removed to Sheboygan, 

where Anton Rochlus died in the year 1904 and was buried in the Catholic ceme- 

tery. His wife, Mrs. Lucille Rochlus, who survives him, still lives in the city 

of Sheboygan. 
Lawrence Rochlus was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the 

parochial schools at St. Cloud. At the early age of twelve years he started in life 

for himself, his first occupation being that of a farm laborer. In this line of 
work he continued for about seven years, after which he removed to Fond 

du Lac and from that city to Sheboygan in 1890, where he engaged as a laborer 

in any service at which he could make an honest dollar. This life he lived for a 

number of years and by continuous industry and studious, careful economy he 
was enabled to acquire a capital sufficient to establish himself in his present 
business as a dealer in flour and feed. His business was successful from the 
beginning and after some years of unbroken prosperity he erected the present 
offices and building in which he now conducts his flour and feed business. 

. Mr. Rochlus was united in marriage, in Sheboygan, to Miss Elizabeth Wagen- 
knecht, by whom he has three children: Margaret, Lucille and Loretta, all at- 

tending the public school. Lawrence Rochlus is to be congratulated upon the 
success he has thus far made in life. Starting his independent career at the 
early age of twelve, with no capital other than his youthful hands and honest 
heart, he has availed himself of the opportunities within his reach as the years 
have been passing and by systematic economy has succeeded in lifting himself 
above the hardships and limited advantages of a day laborer to the position of 

an independent merchant proprietor of his own establishment, engaged in the 

; flour and feed business, by giving his constant attention to which he has been 

uniformly successful. He is one of the reliable and progressive citizens of 
Sheboygan, enjoying a sufficient income from his business to provide for the 
necessities of his family and the education of his children. He resides in a 

home which he has purchased at No. 920 Center avenue. 

JULIUS SOMMER. 

Julius Sommer, residing on section 32, Mosel township, is the proprietor of 
the Mosel Berry Farm and devotes his attention to the pursuits of gardening 

and berry raising. He was born in Mosel township on the 28th of September, 
1867, his parents being Gustav and Fredericka (Fetch) Sommer, both of whom 
were natives of Altenburg, Saxony, Germany. The father, whose birth oc- 

curred in 1840, was a youth of sixteen when in 1856 he crossed the Atlantic 
to the United States with his parents, who established their home in Mosel 

township, Sheboygan county. The grandfather here took up a tract of land 

embracing one hundred and six acres and continued to reside thereon through- 

out the remainder of his life, passing away when our subject was still very 

young. Gustav Sommer, the father of Julius Sommer, followed farming through- 
out his entire business career and his undertakings in this connection were at- | 
tended with a gratifying measure of success. He passed away in Mosel town- 
ship in 1903, when sixty-three years of age, after a residence of nearly a half
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century in this county. His wife, who came to America with her parents in 

1851, when a little maiden of seven years, still resides on the old homestead farm 

with her son Otto. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Gustav Sommer were born six children, 

as follows: Gustav, who is married and follows farming in Mosel township; 

Julius, of this review ; Ida, who is the wife of Rudolph Wagner, an agriculturist 
of Herman township, by whom she has two children; Herman, who is married 

and has two children and makes his home on a farm in Mosel township; Emma, 

who died at the age of eighteen years; and Otto, who is married and had two 

children, one of whom is now deceased. The last named resides on the old home- 

stead place. 

Julius Sommer acquired his education in the district schools and worked on 
the home farm until twenty years of age. He then secured employment as a 

painter in the Crocker Chair Company of Sheboygan and remained with that 

concern for sixteen years, being head of the shipping department during twelve 
years of that time. Leaving the service of that company because of ill health, 

he spent six months in travel as a means of rest and recuperation. On the Ist 
of March, 1904, he took up his abode on a tract of twenty acres which he had 

purchased in Mosel township and where he has since been engaged in the pur- 
suits of gardening and berry raising, his property being known as the Mosel 
Berry farm. As its proprietor he has won well merited success, the products 
of his farm finding a ready sale on the market. 

On the 27th of December, 1892,. Mr. Sommer was united in marriage to 
Miss Ida Steinhaus, a daughter of Fred and Antoinette (Wagner) Steinhaus, of 
Mosel township. Her father came from Saxony, Germany, at an early day. 
He was a cigar maker by trade but owing to ill health did not follow his voca- 
tion continuously. He died in 1885 in Mosel township, Mr. and Mrs. Sommer 

have three children, namely: Edgar J., Myrtle Ida and Wilma Meda. The 

parents are members of the German Reformed church. Upright and honorable 

in all life’s relations, Mr. Sommer is highly respected and esteemed in the county 

where his entire life has been spent. 

CHARLES T. MARTIN, D. D. 

Rev. Charles T. Martin has for almost four decades continuously served as 

pastor of the Emanuel Reformed church of Herman township and his labors 

have proven a potent element in the moral and spiritual growth of the com- 
munity. His birth occurred in Prussia, Germany, on the 22d of October, 1837, 

his parents being Ludwig and Henrietta (Busche) Martin, who were natives of 

Germany and crossed the Atlantic to the United States in 1856. The family 

home was established in Ohio, where Ludwig Martin was employed as a stone- 
cutter in marble works. His demise occurred in 1876, while his wife was called 

to her final rest four years later. 
In the acquirement of an education Charies T. Martin attended the district 

schools of the fatherland and also studied with private tutors for a time. Hav- 

ing determined to devote his life to the service of the Master, he studied the- 

ology under the direction of Dr. M. Stern. D. D., in Galion, Ohio, for a period
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of three and one-half years. He then took charge of a church near Galion ang 

next served in the capacity of assistant pastor at Louisville, Kentucky, for one 

year. On the expiration of that period he went to Lanesville, Harrison county, 
Indiana, and subsequently spent six years and eight months at Terre Haute, In- 

diana, while during the following two years he preached at Evansville, that 

state. In the fall of 1873 he came to Franklin, Wisconsin, became pastor of 

the Emanuel Reformed church of Herman township and has here remained 

continuously since. Under his pastorate the congregation has continually grown 

in numbers and the influence of the church has been extended in scope and power. 

A new house of worship was erected in 1911 and dedicated on the 12th of May, 

1912. Dr. Martin belongs to the Synod of the Northwest and is widely recog- 
nized as an able servant of the Master, respected by all and especially esteemed 
by the members of his flock. He taught pedagogy in the Mission House College 

for thirty-two or thirty-three years and still preaches the gospel at the advanced 
age of seventy-five. 

In 1862, in Ohio, Rev. Martin was united ix marriage to Miss Dorothy D. 

Hocker, a native of Baden, Germany. Unto them were born eight children, as 

follows: Louis, who prepared for the ministry; Anna, the wife of Rev. C. H. 

Schneider, of Makley, Indiana; Henry, who is a resident of Chicago; Minnie, 

at home; Louise and Lisette, who teach music and are also still under the pa- 

rental roof; and two. who are deceased. The wife and mother was called to her 

final rest in 1873 and the following year Rev. Martin was again married, his 
second union being with Miss Matilda Pott, a native of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 

and a daughter of Gottfried P. and Anna Catherine (Feld) Pott, both of whom 
were born in Germany. Gottfried P. Pott, an agriculturist by occupation, emi- 

grated to America in 1848 and took up his abode in this county. He passed 
away in 1882, having for three years survived his wife, whose demise occurred 
in 1879. Rev. C. T. and Matilda (Pott) Martin have one daughter, Emma, who 
is the wife of Rev. George Grether, a minister of the Reformed church at 

Manitowoc. 

FRED C. WEISKOPF, Jr. 

Prominent among the energetic, progressive and enterprising business men 

of Sheboygan, Fred C. Weiskopf, Jr., is numbered. He is actively and success- 

fully engaged in the real-estate and insurance business as a member of the firm 
of Weiskopf & Trester, with offices at No. 803 North Eighth street. For twelve 
years he has been engaged in this business and for twenty-eight years has been 
a resident of Sheboygan, having come to this city in October, 1884. He was born 

in the town of Herman, Sheboygan county, February 18, 1866, his parents being 
Fred and Katherine (Welsch) Weiskopf. The father came from Kreuznach, 
Prussia, Germany, where his father was the owner of a summer resort. In the 

year 1847 Fred Weiskopf, Sr., left his native country and crossed the Atlantic 
to the new world, settling first in the town of Mosel, where he secured a farm, 

but soon afterward purchased another farm in the town. of Herman, upon which 

he made his home. Year after year he cultivated his fields and developed his



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 523 

property there until 1892, when he retired from active business life. The old 

homestead place is now in possession of his son Henry. Fred Weiskopf, Sr., 

is today one of the oldest settlers of his part of the county. When he first located 

in the town of Mosel he lived for six weeks in a log cabin covered with leaves. 
Evidences of pioneer life were to be found on every hand, for the work of devel- 

opment and improvement had scarcely been begun in this district. The settlers 

had to carry their provisions on their backs through the woods from Sheboygan. 
The roads were little more than Indian trails and only here and there was a 

clearing to be found showing that the seeds of modern civilization had been 
planted in the district. Mr. Weiskopf was ever a most industrious, energetic 

young man, bending every effort to provide a comfortable living for his family 

until he retired from business life when well advanced in years. He has now 

reached the age of eighty-six, being numbered among the venerable citizens of 

his community. His wife passed away April 2, 1898, and was laid to rest in the 

family lot in Wildwood cemetery. 

Fred C. Weiskopf, Jr., acquired his education in the district schools and in 
the Mission House near Franklin, Wisconsin, leaving that institution at the age 

of eighteen years. Through the succeeding two years he was engaged in clerking 

near his home and then came to Sheboygan, where for eight years he was em- 
ployed by H. D. Otten, a general merchant. At the end of that time he entered 

into partnership with T. Dieckmann, now mayor of Sheboygan, with whom he 

was connected for eight months. He next became a salesman in the employ of 
H. C. Prange, with whom he continued for eight years. Ill health then forced 

him to leave the store and, seeking out-of-door employment, he became solicitor 

and collector for the insurance firm of Trilling & Oehler. On the 1st of Septem- 
ber, 1898, he returned.to mercantile fields as manager of the dress-goods depart- 

ment in the mercantile house of J. End, there continuing until February, 1900. 

At that date he entered into partnership with Adam Trester in the establishment 
of their present business as dealers in real estate under the firm style of Weis- 
kopf & Trester. They also have an insurance department, which is proving a 

profitable source of income, the policies which they write representing a large 
figure annually. They have also negotiated many important property transfers 
and their dealings of that character are conducted with a view to advancing the 
interests of Sheboygan as well as their individual success. In rgor the firm 
of Weiskopf & Trester purchased the business of the Mogenson Insurance Com- 

pany, which for thirty-five years had figured prominently in business circles of 
this city. 

On the oth of June, 1894, Mr. Weiskopf was married, at Herman, Wiscon- 

sin, to Miss Ida Pieper, of Howard’s Grove, Sheboygan county, a daughter of 

August and Johanna Pieper, early settlers of this county. Her father, who was a 
native of Hanover, Germany, and came to the United States about 1848, was a 

farmer by occupation. He died in March, 1909, at the age of eighty-three years, 
and was laid to rest in Siemers cemetery in Herman township. The mother, 

who was a native of Bayern, Germany, came to this county in 1843 and died 
March 21, 1912, at the age of seventy-one. Mr. and Mrs. Weiskopf became the 
parents of three children but Erwin, the eldest, died in October, 1903, at the age 
of eight years, and was buried in Wildwood cemetery. Norman and Otis are 
both pupils in the Horace Mann school. The family residence, at No. 1602 North
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Eighth street, was erected by Mr. Weiskopf in 1891. He was also the builder 
of a flat building at No. 1607 North Ninth street. In his real-estate operations 
he has purchased a large amount of property, including many residences, which 
he has rebuilt and sold, thus contributing much to the improvement of the city. 
He was also instrumental in securing the opening of a street called Logan avenue 
between Eighth and Ninth streets. 

In politics Mr. Weiskopf is independent, voting for men and measures rather 
than for party. He has long been interested in military affairs and served as 
color sergeant of his regiment of the National Guard, while at the present time 
he is treasurer of the Evergreen City Guard, Veteran Corps. Since 1900 he 
has been a member of the Modern Woodmen camp at Sheboygan and his re- 
ligious faith is evidenced in his membership in the German Reformed church. 
Labor and energy have constituted the foundation of his success. He has ever 

carefully formulated his plans, has proven faithful under every circumstance 

and, displaying the energy that will brook no obstacles that can be overcome by 
determined effort, he has gradually established himself in an enviable position 
as one of Sheboygan’s leading real-estate dealers. 

H. A. REHM. 

H. A. Rehm, the proprietor of a cheese factory in Herman township, has 
been successfully engaged in business at his present location for more than a 

third of a century. His birth occurred in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, on the 15th 

of June, 1851, his parents being Conrad and Elizabeth Rehm, who spent their 
entire lives in the fatherland. In 1869, when a youth of eighteen, H. A. Rehm 
crossed the Atlantic to the United States. For about six years he worked at 
the pottery trade in Milwaukee and Manitowoc and then familiarized himself 

with the process of cheese making. In 1876 he began the manufacture of cheese 
on his own account and has continued in that industry to the present time, his 

factory having been maintained on the same site in Herman township for the 
past thirty-six years. In the meantime, however, he has also conducted other 

factories and success has attended all his ventures. At one time he likewise 
operated a farm of sixty-seven acres but eventually sold the property to his son 
Richard. 

Mr. Rehm has been married twice. In 1874 he wedded Miss Sophia Hanke, 
a daughter of Herman Hanke, of Herman township. By this union there were 
six children, as follows: Lydia, who is the wife of Fred Lau, an agriculturist 
of Herman township; Sophia, who gave her hand in marriage to Frank Lau; 
William, a cheese manufacturer residing near Elkhart Lake; Richard, who fol- 

lows farming as a life work; Louis, residing at Kiel, Wisconsin; and Anna, who 
makes her home in South Dakota. The wife and mother was called to her final 
rest on the 24th of January, 1892, and in 1895 Mr. Rehm was again married, his 

second union being with Anna Stoeltling, a daughter of William Stoeltling, of 
Sheboygan county, who is now deceased. By his second wife Mr. Rehm has two 

children, Reuben and Leslie. The parents have an extensive circle of friends 

throughout the community, being highly esteemed as people of genuine personal
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worth and upright lives. Mr, Rehm has never had occasion to regret his deter- 

mination to come to the new world, for here he has found the opportunities which 

he sought and through their wise utilization has gained a creditable position 
among the substantial and respected citizens of his county. 

JACOB LORENZ. ‘ 

Jacob Lorenz owns and operates a farm of one hundred acres located on 

sections 16 and 21 of Lima township, where he was born on the 12th of May, 
1866. In the acquirement of his education he attended the district school at 

Five Corners, terminating his student days when he had mastered the common 

branches. 

As is usual in farming sections, he was early trained in the duties and work 

of an agriculturist and long before attaining his maturity was thoroughly familiar 

with the practical methods of tilling the fields and caring for the crops. He 
assisted his father with the cultivation of the home place until after the latter’s 
death, when he rented the property from the mother. When she passed away, 
on May 1, 1912, the farm came into his possession and he has ever since given 
his undivided time to its operation. He makes a specialty of dairying, for which 
he is well equipped, his place being provided with everything essential to this 
business. 

At St. George, Wilson township, this county, Mr. Lorenz was married on the 
16th of June, 1896, to Miss Sophia Mayer, a daughter of Joseph and Matilda 
Mayer, well known farming people of Lima township. Of this marriage there 
have been born six children: Sophia, who is fifteen years of age; Francis, who is 

twelve; Jacobina, who is eight; Hugo A., six years old; Helen, who has passed 

the fourth anniversary of her birth; and Harold, whose natal day was the Ist 

of August, 1911, 

The parents and older members of the family are communicants of the Roman 

Catholic church and belong to St. Rose’s parish. His political allegiance Mr. 
Lorenz gives to the democratic party. He is diligent and enterprising, as is evi- 

denced by the condition of his fields and appearance of his farm generally, and 

is meeting with a corresponding degree of prosperity. 

OTTO KAUFMANN. 

Otto Kaufmann needs no introduction to the readers of this volume, being 

a native son of Sheboygan, where he has so directed his labors that promotion 
his brought him to the position that he now occupies as assistant cashier of the 
German Bank, in which capacity he has served continuously since 1906. His 
identification with the bank, however, dates from August, 1893, and his capability 
has at length placed him in his present connection with one of Sheboygan’s 
strongest financial institutions. He was born August 21, 1873, his parents being 

Fred and Augusta (Bollmann) Kaufmann. The name indicates his German
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ancestry. The father came from Germany in 1857, settling in Sheboygan, where 

for twenty-five years he conducted a meat market. His death occurred in No- 

vember, 1896, when he was seventy-three years of age, but for some years prior 

to that time he had lived retired, enjoying the fruits of his former toil. The 
Bollmann family is also of German origin and was founded in America at about 
the time the Kaufmann family arrived in the new world. The maternal grand- 
father of Otto Kaufmann was a sheep-raiser and various others of the Boll- 
mann family have been engaged in agricultural pursuits, in which connection 

they have become well known in this county. 

Otto Kaufmann acquired his education in the German Lutheran parochial 

school and in Concordia College at Milwaukee, pursuing his studies to the age 
of nineteen years. Since that time he has been identified with banking, entering 
the German Bank of Sheboygan in August, 1893. Nineteen years have since 
come and gone and during the intervening period he has worked his way up 
from the position of messenger to that of assistant cashier and has also become 
financially interested in the bank as one of its stockholders. This, however, by 
no means limits the extent of his business connections, for he is also treasurer 

of the Rexine Company of Sheboygan, treasurer of the Bollmann Land & Invest- 
ment Company and secretary and treasurer of the Houghton & Keweenaw Land 
Association, Ltd. The last two are close corporations. 

At Milwaukee, on the 7th of August, 1898, Mr. Kaufmann was married to 

Miss Eva Schilder, a daughter of Joseph and Augusta Schilder, early residents 
of Sheboygan. Mr. and Mrs. Kaufmann have four children: Karl, who died 

January 30, 1912, at the age of six years, and was buried in Wildwood ceme- 

tery; Otto, Jr., who is a pupil of the parochial school; and Rhoda and Eleanor, 
who have begun their education as pupils in the first ward school. The family 
occupy a beautiful residence at No. 515 St. Clair avenue, which Mr. Kaufmann 

erected in' 1907. The parents are members of the English Lutheran church 
and Mr. Kaufmann belongs to the Country Club. He has attractive social 
qualities as well as splendid business ability and the traits of character which 

he has displayed in the different relations of life have commended him to the 
confidence and high regard of the general public. 

FRED DANKWART. 

Dairying constitutes a chief source of revenue for the people of Sheboygan 
county. In its rich pastures are seen high grade cattle and well equipped dairies 
sending their products into various sections of the country, The district has 

justly won fame in this connection and to the reputation gained Fred Dankwart 
has contributed, for he is today numbered among the foremost dairymen of his 

part of the state. He was born in Sheboygan township October 27, 1877, and is 
a son of John Dankwart, a native of Mecklenburg, Germany, born January 

21, 1844. He came to Wisconsin some time prior to the year 1858 and for a 
number of years was in the employ of a Mr. Poppy near Sheboygan. Carefully 

saving his earnings he later purchased the farm on section 9, Lima township, on 
which his son Fred now lives. He married Rose Langner, a daughter of Fred-
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erick Langner. They became the parents of two children, Fred; and Clara, now 

the wife’ of Charles Frerk, of Milwaukee. The mother died on the old home- 

stead farm June 12, 1895. 
In the district schools of Sherman township and at Five Corners, Fred Dank- 

wart pursued his education and was early trained to farm work, becoming 

acquainted with the best methods of tilling the soil and cultivating the fields. 
He has lived upon his present farm since his father’s death. For two years he 
was engaged in well drilling but now devotes his attention almost exclusively 

to the dairy business, handling in this connection thirty eight head of Holstein 
cattle, a number of which are pure bred and registered. His dairy products 

because of their excellence, find a ready sale on the market, Neatness and thrift 

characterize the place and his dairying interests are conducted along modern 

scientific lines so that purity of products features as one of the important ele- 
ments in his work. He has made many improvements upon his place, all of his 

buildings except the house having been erected within the last eight years. 

Mr. Dankwart was married at Five Corners, on the 18th of June, 1902, to 

Miss Rose Van DeLoo, of Lima township. Mrs. Dankwart is a member of the 
Catholic church while her husband attends the Lutheran church at Sheboygan 
Falls. They are both interested in the moral as well as the material progress 
of the community. Mr. Dankwart is not a party man in politics but casts his 

ballot for the candidate whom he thinks best qualified for office. He has had a 
very busy and useful life and his industry and determination have brought him 

a measure of success which is, indeed, very gratifying. 

HENRY SCHAETZER. 

An excellent farm of ninety acres pays tribute to the care and cultivation 
of Henry Schaetzer, and in its neat and attractive appearance indicates his careful 
supervision and his practical and progressive methods. The place is located in 
Mosel township and constitutes one of the pleasing features of the landscape. Mr. 

_ Schaetzer has reversed the usual order of things—farm boys coming to the city 
—for he left the city to go to the farm and has won success since entering actively 
into connection with agricultural interests. He was born in Sheboygan, May 
19, 1883, and is a son of William Schaetzer, whose birth occurred in Prussia, 

Germany, December 6, 1848. The latter was a son of August Schaetzer, who 
spent his entire life in the fatherland. William Schaetzer came to America 
when twenty-four years of age and in 1872 took up his abode in Sheboygan. 
He had learned the mason’s trade in Germany and followed that pursuit after 
his arrival in the United States. In later years he extended the scope of his 
activities to include plumbing and the building of sewers, taking contracts for 
both lines of work in addition to his building operations as a mason. He was 
also engaged in the real-estate business and about six weeks prior to his death 
retired from active life. He was then fifty-seven years of age and his industry 
and careful management in previous years had brought to him a comfortable 
competence, but he was not long permitted to enjoy a period of rest in this world, 
for in December, 1905, he passed away. His fraternal relations were with the
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Independent Order of Odd Fellows, his membership being in the German lodge 
at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He was married to Miss Dorothy Rautmann, a daugh- 

ter of Henry and Dorothy (Hertt) Rautmann, both of whom were born in 

Prussia, Germany, and came to Sheboygan county in the year 1856. The father 
early learned the shoemaker’s trade in Germany and at different periods in his 

life followed shoemaking and farming. He died in Sheboygan in 1894 and his 
wife survived until 1900. In their family were four children, including Mrs. 
Schaetzer, who was educated in the district schools of this county and was 

married at the age of nineteen years. She became the mother of four children: 
Alma, who is a bookkeeper in the Otto Junck plumbing shop; August, who is 

farming in Baudette, Minnesota; Henry; and Edwin, who is a mason by trade 

and is married and has one child, Mabel. 

In the district schools Henry Schaetzer pursued his studies and during the 
periods of vacation worked on the farm. On the 15th of February, 1906, he 

came to the farm upon which he now lives and is devoting his time and energies 

to his tract of ninety acres. He specializes in dairy farming and is interested in 
the breeding of graded stock. The land is naturally rich and productive and is 

partly devoted to the cultivation of such crops as are best suited for his purpose. 

On the 18th of March, 1906, Mr. Schaetzer was married to Miss Augusta 

Steffen, a daughter of Fred Steffen, of Johnsonville, Sheboygan Falls township, 

who was a carpenter by trade but is now living retired. Mr. Steffen was born in 

Sheboygan county, Herman township, and is a son of Fred Steffen, who came 
from Germany at a very early day, being one of the first settlers in Herman 
township. Mr. and Mrs. Schaetzer have become the parents of four children, 
William F., Florence D., Elnora and Helania. The parents are members of the 

German Lutheran church and throughout the community ‘in which they live are 
highly esteemed because of their many sterling traits of character and their 
upright principles. Mr. Schaetzer well deserves to be numbered among the 

representative agriculturists of Mosel township and his success is the merited 

reward of his labors. 

GOTTLIEB RAU. 

Gottlieb Rau is one of the well known and successful farmers of Sheboygan 

county. He was born in Herman township, March 15, 1872, and is a son of 
Michael and Tillie (Schumann) Rau. The father, a native of Germany, emi- 
grated to the United States with his parents who settled on a farm in Herman 

township at a very early date in the history of Sheboygan county, where the 
grandparents after settling in Wisconsin, continued to live during the remaining 
years of their lives. Michael Rau was united in marriage to Miss Tillie Schu- 

mann, and to them six children were born, five of whom are living: Augusta, 
who is the wife of Emil Hemberger, of Mosel township; Mary, the wife of 

Albert Festerling, of Escanaba, Michigan; Lena, who married Chris Hagenau, 
a resident of Kiel, Wisconsin; Gottlieb, the subject of this review; William, who 

i died at the age of thirty years; and John, who is married and still resides on the 
old homestead. The mother of this family passed away many years ago and the 

father is still living, and resides with his son, John, on the old homestead.
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Gottlieb Rau was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 

tion in the public schools of Herman township. As a young man he continued to 
live under the parental roof and was engaged at work on his father’s farm. “At 

the age of twenty three years he purchased a farm of his own, consisting of 
one hundred and seventy five acres, located five miles northwest of Sheboygan 

Falls. There he established his home and has since continued to reside. He is 

the owner of a large custom sawmill equipped to manufacture all kinds of lumber 

for commercial use. He is also the owner and proprietor of a complete threshing 

machine outfit and has for the past twenty-two years been actively engaged during 

the season in the operation of his threshing machine business. 
On May 22, 1897, Mr. Rau was united in marriage to Miss Bertha Stietz, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Stietz, both of whom were natives of Ger- 

many and who emigrated to the United States at an early date. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Rau four children have been born: Elmer and Edna, both of whom are 

at home; Melitta, who died at the age of one year and eleven months; and Wallis, 

at home. 

Gottlieb Rau is one of the most active and successful business men in She- 
boygan county and the success with which he has met in his varied business 
operations is largely due to his unremitting industry and the ceaseless vigilance 
he has exercised in caring for the details of his business affairs. He is justly 
entitled to be enrolled among the most respected and highly esteemed citizens of 
his county and state. 

JOHN METHFESSEL. on 

John Methfessel is the owner of a well known tailoring establishment in 

Sheboygan, his native city, and his record in business circles is a most enviable 
one. He has always continued in this line of business since starting out in the 

world on his own account, and unfaltering energy, excellent workmanship and 

honorable methods have constituted elements in his growing success. He was 
born in November, 1872, a son of Gottlieb Methfessel, who was a native of 

Saxony, Germany, and when five years of age was brought by his parents to the 

United States. After landing on the Atlantic coast they at once continued their 
journey with Sheboygan as their destination, the family being one of the first 
to settle in this county, coming about 1852. The grandparents of our subject 

were John and Doretta (Bube) Methfessel, who felt that they would find greater 
opportunities in America which would enable the husband and father to provide 

a better living for the family and more rapidly attain success. He was a stone 
mason by trade and followed that occupation after coming to Wisconsin. Here 

he continued to reside until his life’s labors were ended in death in 1910 when 
he was eighty-five years of age. His son, Gottlieb Methfessel, was but twelve 

years of age when he began learning the carpenter’s trade and he afterward also 
mastered the trade of cabinet-making. For twenty-one years he was employed 
in the Phoenix factory of this city and gradually worked his way upward until
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he became foreman. He is today one of the oldest men who has been continu- 
ously engaged in the furniture and chair manufacturing business in Wisconsin, 

and his expert workmanship and faithfulness have enabled him to command good 
positions. He married Miss Marie Waechter and they are living at the ages of 
sixty-three and fifty-nine respectively. Mrs. Methfessel is a daughter of Henry 
and Wilhelmina Waechter, who came to Sheboygan in pioneer days. Unto Mr. 

and Mrs. Gottlieb Methfessel were born six children, of whom John is the eldest, 
The others are: William, a machinist residing in Sheboygan; Emma, the wife 
of William Bube; Tillie, the wife of Ed Theisen of Sheboygan; and Arthur and 

Alfred who are residents of Milwaukee. 

At the usual age John Methfessel became a pupil in the public schools of this 

city and in the acquirement of his education passed through successive grades 

as he mastered the various branches of learning that constitute the public-school 
curriculum. He afterward took up the tailoring business under H. & C. Inig, 
with whom he remained for twelve years, gaining expert knowledge and skill 

in that line. He was subsequently connected with Bodenstein Brothers, clothiers 

and tailors, and for the past fourteen years has engaged in business on his own 
account in the conduct of a well appointed tailoring establishment. He is 
thoroughly conversant with the trade, follows the most advanced styles, and the 

excellence of workmanship in his shop is also a factor in his growing patronage. 
In 1899 Mr. Methfessel was married to Miss Elizabeth Eberlein, a daughter 

of Philip and Elizabeth (Lahr) Eberlein, the former a barber by trade, who 

later, however, worked as a ship’s carpenter. Mr. Methfessel was reared in the 

Reformed church. He belongs to no lodges or societies nor does he take an 

active part in politics, preferring to give undivided time and attention to his 

business affairs, knowing that there is no excellence without labor and no success 
. without earnest effort. He belongs to that class of men who have made Sheboy- 

gan one of the enterprising, progressive cities of the middle west. 

PHILIP ALLMANN. 

Philip Allmann has passed the greater part of his life on a farm located on 
section 18 of Lima township, where for many years he has been successfully en- 

gaged in dairying. His birth occurred in Germany, on the 12th of September, 
1844, his parents being Adam and Sophia (Piter) Allmann. They were both 

born in Germany in 1801, and there they were also reared and married and 

passed the early years of their domestic life. In 1846, they emigrated to the 
United States, locating in the state of New York, which remained their place of 
residence for five or six years, At the expiration of that time they continued 
their journey westward to Sheboygan county and here the father acquired the 

farm on section 18 of Lima township now owned by his son Philip. The remain- 

der of their lives were passed on their homestead, where the mother’s death 

occurred on the 26th of September, 1875, and that of the father on January 12, 
1890. 

The greater portion of the education of Philip Allmann was obtained in 

the German parochial school of Sherman township, although for a brief period
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he was a student in the district school in Lima township, He has made his 
home on the farm where he now resides since his parents located here in the 

pioneer days. He assisted his father with the tilling of the fields and care of the 
crops until his marriage, following which he assumed the management of the 
place and operated it on the shares. After his father died he purchased the inter- 
est of the other heirs in the property, which had become endeared to him through 

the associations of many years. Mr. Allmann gives his entire time to dairying, 
and formerly made butter, but of recent years he has been selling the milk to 

the cheese factory. 
Mr. Allmann was married in the house where he now resides on the 15th of 

August 1877, to Miss Mary Strohm, a daughter of George and Mary Strohm, 
natives of Alsace, Germany. They came to America in early life, first settling 
in Columbus, Ohio, whence they removed five years later to Farmington, Wash- 

ington county, Wisconsin, where they both passed away. They were the parents 

of nine children: Mrs. Allmann, who was born in Columbus, Ohio, on July 1, 

1849; George, who is a resident of Wisconsin; Charles, who is living in Laporte 

City, Iowa; Edward, who makes his home in Iowa; Elizabeth, the wife of D. 

McMullen, of Patterson, lowa; Henry, living in Nebraska; Carrie, the deceased 

wife of Henry Hahnadel, who resides in the vicinity of Milwaukee; Sarah, 

who is a resident of Chicago; and Daniel, of Blackwell, Wisconsin, 

Mr. and Mrs. Allmann have had eight children: Mary Margaret, the deceased 

wife of August Wachter, of Sheboygan Falls; Charles, who died on October 1, 

1900; Herman, who was killed by a train in Minnesota, November 14, 1906; 

Emil, who resides at Waldo; Sarah, the wife of Edward Kretzinger, of Beech- 
wood, Wisconsin; John, who died at the age of seven months; Clara, who was 

‘six years of age at the time of her death; and Edward, who is learning the 

carpenter’s trade. 

The family are members of the German Lutheran church of Lima township, 

and his political allegiance Mr. Allmann accords to the democratic party. He 

is a man of marked diligence and enterprise and is held in favorable regard in 
his community where he has always conducted his business affairs in a manner 
to commend him to the confidence of his fellow townsmen. 

EDWARD VAN DER MOORE. 

Edward Van Der Moore, now engaged in dairying and general farming near 
Sheboygan Falls, is a native of Holland and the only one of a family of ten chil- 
dren to try his fortunes in the new world. He was born June 26, 1865, a son 

of James and Jennie (Hisse) Van Der Moore. The mother died in her native 
country in 1904. The father still survives and is a resident of Holland. 

Edward Van Der Moore was educated in the schools of Holland and remained 

at home until May 2, 1901, when he left his native country for America. He 
settled first in Sheboygan where he worked as a laborer for five years and then 

Temoved to a farm near Sheboygan Falls which he cultivated and improved and 
upon which he lives at the present time. Mr. Van Der Moore is engaged in gen-
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eral agricultural pursuits but makes a specialty of his dairy to which he gives 
his supervision. < 

On December 2, 1889, Edward Van Der Moore was married in Holland, to 

Miss Jennie Van Der Wale, and they are the parents of three children: James, 
who is now married and lives in Sheboygan Falls; and Anton and Anna, now 

living with their parents on the home farm. 

Edward Van Der Moore is a practical farmer and has a thorough knowledge 
of the details of his occupation. He brings to the cultivation of his land a broad 

intelligence and an expert knowledge, and his abundant harvests and his pros- 
perous dairy are ample evidences of his success. 

ORAMEL W. TUPPER. 

The dairy interests of Lyndon township find a worthy representative in Ora- 

mel W. Tupper, who throughout his entire business career has given his atten- 

tion to this line of acitivity. He is one of Sheboygan county’s native sons, his 
birth having occurred in Lima township on the 6th of March, 1866, and his 
parents were Oramel E. and Emma (Maltby) Tupper. The father, who was 

born on the 3d of April, 1829, and who passed away on the rst of November, 

1867, had an honorable war record for distinguished service in the Civil war. 
The ancestral history of the Tupper family is an interesting one, the line being 

traced back to 1635, when the first representative of the name came to America 
from England. Thomas Tupper II married Martha Mayhew, a daughter of 

Governor Mayhew, of Massachusetts. Their son, Thomas Tupper, was born 
August 11, 1664, and was the father of Thomas Tupper IV, who was born 

July 25, 1693. He married a sister of Captain Nathaniel Perry, who was of 
the same family as Commodore Perry, and they became the parents of eight 

children, Mayhew, Levi, Seth, Simeon, Reuben, Benjamin, Judah and Joanna, 

the last named becoming the wife of Benjamin Estey, of Sharon, Massachusetts. 
Of this family Mayhew removed to New York; Reuben lived and died in Sharon; 
Judah went to Marietta, Ohio; and Simeon to Pittsford, Vermont, while later, 

in company with his son Simeon he settled at Parishville, St. Lawrence county, 

New York, in which county is a lake, where his grandson Anselm Tupper was 
drowned, since which time it has been known as Tuppers lake. Both Simeon 

Tupper, Sr., and Jr., served in the Revolutionary war. The son entered the 

army at the age of sixteen and served as file major in the Eleventh Regiment 

of Continental troops, commanded by his uncle, Colonel Benjamin Tupper. He 

afterward married Hulda White, and they became the parents of five sons and 
four daughters, Thomas, Harvey, Ebenezer, Union, Charles, Malinda, Adeline, 

Emaline and Praxy. The second son, Harvey, was born near Rutland, Vermont, 

in 1800. Simeon Tupper II with all the members of his family removed to St. 
Lawrence county, New York, where Harvey Tupper married Joanna Willis, 
daughter of John Flavel and Sarah Dana Willis, the latter of a prominent English 

family of Boston, Massachusetts. Unto them were born three sons. Harvey 

Tupper with his parents, brothers and sisters removed to Summit county, Ohio, 
and settled on farms, where three more sons and one daughter were added to
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the family of Harvey Tupper. There Simeon Tupper, Jr., and his wife died 

and were buried. After some years Harvey Tupper with three of his brothers, 

Thomas, Ebenezer and Union, with their growing families, emigrated to Sheboy- 

gan county, Wisconsin, settling on farms, where they reared their children. The 
six sons of Harvey Tupper were Oramel Ebenezer, Nathan Willis and Ansel, 

who were born in the state of New York, and Charles Perry, Henry Newton 
and Marcus Lafayette, who with the only daughter, Sarah Dana, were born 

in Ohio. The daughter was born near Akron in 1839, spent her girlhood in 
Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, and in 1859 became the wife of Dr. Cornelius 
O’Brien, of Cascade, Wisconsin, In 1865, with their three small children, they 

removed to Knox county, Missouri, and are now residents of St. Louis. Several 

sons in the family of Harvey Tupper participated in the Civil war. Oramel 
Ebenezer, the father of Oramel W. Tupper, and Henry Newton were both 

privates in Wisconsin regiments. Ansel Tupper was a lieutenant colonel and 
Nathan Willis Tupper a colonel. Ansel at the battle of Shiloh, in the absence 
of a superior officer, took charge of the regiment, stationed his men in line and 
gave command that they should not fall back without expressed orders to do so, 
and it is related that they held their ground until late in the day when they were 
forced to fall back, but when reinforcements came up they pushed on and the 
day was saved. Ansel Tupper, however, fell early in the engagement and his 
remains were sent home for burial. Willis Tupper gave his life for his country 

near the close of the war and was buried beside his brother in Greenwood ceme- 

tery, Decatur, in which city they had been prominent attorneys. The citizens 

of Decatur and vicinity erected a monument to their memory, on the front of 

which is the inscription: “A country’s gratitude is a hero’s best reward.” On 
one side it bears the words: “Lieutenant Colonel Ansel Tupper of the Forty- 
first Illinois Infantry participated in the battles of Forts Henry and Donelson. 
Fell fighting bravely at the head of his regiment on the field of Shiloh, April 6th, 
1862. Aged twenty-nine years ;” on the other: “Colonel Nathan W. Tupper of 

the One Hundred and Sixteenth Infantry. One of our country’s noble defenders 
at Chickasaw Bayou, Champion Hills and Mission Ridge, died in this city, March 
loth, 1864, from exposure on the march from Chattanooga to Knoxville. Aged 
thirty-four years.” At the back is the inscription: “To the Tupper brothers 

by the citizens of Macon county.” 
The most distinguished of the seven sons of Thomas Tupper IV was Ben- 

jamin Tupper, who was born in Stoughton, Massachusetts, March 11, 1738. 
At an early age he went to live in Dorchester. As he was fond of gunning, he 
was often upon the water and became familiar with the islands of Boston harbor. 
At nineteen he was a corporal, at twenty, a sergeant in the company of his uncle, 

Captain Perry, in the French and Indian. He later was a school-teacher in 
Easton. In 1762 he married Hulda White, of Bridgewater, Massachusetts. Two 

years later he became a member of the Congregational church of Chesterfield. 
At the outbreak of the Revolutionary war he was a lieutenant of militia and his 
first public act was “in dispersing the supreme court of the crown,” at Spring- 

field, Massachusetts. He soon afterwards became a major of Colonel Fellow’s 

Regiment of Roxbury, Massachusetts, and was in the Battle of Bunker Hill: 
Later he made an expedition to Castle Island in Boston harbor and burned the 

lighthouse, and while the British were attempting to rebuild it he embarked a
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few men on whaleboats, armed with field pieces, and after a desperate encounter 
killed or captured fifty three of the enemy, with a loss of only one man and one 

whaleboat. The next day he received the thanks of General Washington in gen- 
eral orders. A few years ago an old order book was on exhibition at Oxford, 
Massachusetts, containing this general order issued by Washington three or four 
weeks after he took command of the Continental army, In this daring act of 

Major Tupper “Jefferson saw in it the adventurous genius and intrepidity of the 

New Englanders, and the British admiral said no one act in the siege caused so 

» much chagrin in London as the destruction of the lighthouse.” While the 
enemy were in Boston Major Tupper had command of other expeditions. July 

I, 1777, he became colonel of the Eléventh Regiment and continued in com- 

mand until the close of the war. A historian, Lossing, speaks of him at Saratoga 
under General Gates and he was at Valley Forge under Washington. He was 

made brigadier general by brevet near the close of the war. He took charge of 

the military organization at Springfield, Massachusetts, at the time of Shay’s re- 

bellion and repelled the attacks made upon the armory. General Rufus Putnam 

and General Benjamin: Tupper were active in the formation of the Ohio Land 

Company and both removed to Marietta, Ohio, where the latter died at the age 

of fifty-four years. Anselm Tupper, his son, was left at home when his father 

entered the army but, having inherited the military spirit of both the Perrys and 
Tuppers, the brave lad at the age of twelve enlisted and was assigned to Colonel 

Fellow’s Regiment, in which his father was major. In 1779 he was ensign, in 

1780, lieutenant. He then became adjutant in Colonel Tupper’s Regiment and 

afterward in Colonel Sprout’s Regiment. He was the first school teacher in 
Marietta, was a classical scholar, a good mathematician and also displayed poetic 

talent. As colonel he commanded the stockade at Marietta during the Indian 

war and he died in 1808. General Edward W. Tupper, another son, died at Galli- 

polis, Ohio, in 1824. Colonel Benjamin Tupper, Jr., who married the daughter 

of General Rufus Putnam, died in Putnam, Ohio, in 1814. 

The public schools of his native township furnished Oramel W. Tupper his 
educational privileges, and when he had completed the course of study therein 

offered he engaged as a farm hand, being thus employed for two years. He then 

returned home and on attaining his majority he took possession of the home 
farm which had been left to him by his father. The property then consisted 

of one hundred and twenty acres on section 1, Lyndon township, but he has since 

added to it a tract of forty acres adjoining on section 6, Lima township. The 
place was already equipped with a good farm house and Mr. Tupper proceeded 

to erect substantial barns and outbuildings for the shelter of his stock. The farm 

is now a well improved property and in its operation Mr. Tupper is meeting 

with success. His attention is given exclusively to the dairying business and he 
raises his own stock, his herd consisting of thirty-five graded Holstein cows. 
He is progressive in his methods and system and sanitation are the keynotes to 

his prosperity in the dairy. business. 

Mr. Tupper was married, in 1886, to Miss Myrtle Merrill, who is a daugh- 
ter of Elliott and Katharine (Hebe) Merrill. The Merrill family had its origin 
in England, the great-grandfather of Mrs. Tupper, Richard Merrill, having 
come from that country to America with two brothers in colonial days. He 
participated in the Revolutionary war. He settled in New Jersey and later re-
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moved to Pennsylvania, while a brother located in Maine. James Merrill, the 
son of Richard Merrill, was born in New Jersey but the greater part of his life 

was spent at Liberty, Tioga county, Pennsylvania, where his death occurred. 

His son, Elliott Merrill, the father of Mrs. Tupper, was born and reared in 

the latter state and at the time of the Civil war enlisted in a Pennsylavnia regi- 

ment. In 1877 he came to Wisconsin, locating in Jackson county, where he 

took up a farm in Garden valley. There he passed away in 1896. In his family 

were four children: Evaleen, the widow of H. C. Green, of Ralston, Pennsyl- 

| vania; James, living in Greenwood, Wisconsin; Eliza, the widow of Robert 

Easton, of Jackson county, Wisconsin; and Mrs. Tupper. The latter by her mar- 

riage became the mother of six children. Lulu, who graduated from the Ply- 
mouth high school in-1905 and took a two-year course of nursing in a Williams- 

port (Pa.) school, which she entered the same fall, married a resident physi- 

cian, Dr. R. C. Shephard, and they are located at Scranton, Pennsylvania. Jes- 
sie, also a graduate of Plymouth high school with the class of 1907, taught thé 
first grade in the public school for four years and is now married to Martin C. 
Appelt, a bookkeeper in the City National Bank of Chicago, Illinois, who is a 
grandson of Carl Nehrling, Sr., of Sheboygan county, an old and respected resi- 
dent. Ella, Mildred, Ancel and Alphonso are all yet at home. 

Mr. Tupper gives his political allegiance to the republican party but outside 
of casting his vote for the men and measures of that organization he does not 
actively participate in politics. He prefers to give his undivided time and atten- 
tion to the conduct of his affairs and his close application and industry have 
proved valuable and potent elements in his success. His entire life has been 
passed within the borders of Sheboygan county and his acquaintance is therefore 

large, while his circle of friends is almost coextensive therewith, the fact that 

many of his best friends are those who have known him the longest, proving that 

he possesses those qualities of upright manhood which win and hold friendship. 

; REINHARD B. FIRZLAFF. 

Reinhard B. Firzlaff, one of the prominent and well known residents of She- 

boygan, was formerly engaged in the meat business but is now living retired. 
He was born in Kolberg, Pomerania, Germany, June 21, 1854, the son of Franz 
and Caroline (Nuerenberg) Firzlaff, both of whom were natives of Germany. 
In 1869 the father emigrated to America, settling on a farm of ninety-nine acres 

near Sheboygan, on which the remainder of his life was spent, his death here 

occurring on September. 27, 1895, when he was seventy-two years of age. The 

mother passed away in 1882. They were the parents of three children: Robert, 
who was born in Germany and passed away in 1910; Matilda, the widow of 
Fred Schneidewind, who was engaged in the contracting business and whose 
demise occurred on December 21, 1910; and Reinhard B. ; 

The subject of this review attended the public schools of his native land 
until he had attained the age of fourteen years, when he came with the family 

to America, his education in English being acquired in the public schools of 
Sheboygan. After he had attained years of maturity he worked for a time on 

Vol. 28
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the farm with his father, later learning the shoemaker’s trade. This occupation 

he pursued for nine years in Sheboygan and he then visited Duluth and Superior, 

where he followed his trade for a time. On his return to Sheboygan he pur- 

chased a shoe shop which he conducted for some time but, tiring of this busi- 

ness, he engaged in the buying, selling and shipping of live stock, shipping large 

quantities of live stock to the markets of Chicago, Milwaukee and Lake Superior. 

Upon discontinuing that business he built one of the modern meat markets of 

Sheboygan, which he conducted for twenty years. In 1903 he sold out and is 

now living comparatively retired in Sheboygan, although he retains active con- 
nection with the business interests of the city. 

: On the 26th of May, 1881, Mr. Firzlaff was united in marriage to Miss 

Jennie Kaufmann, the daughter of Frederick and Augusta (Ballmann) Kauf- 
mann, both of whom were natives of Germany. The father was engaged in the 

meat business but some years prior to his death, which occurred in 1895, he 
retired from active life. The mother passed away on the 18th of August, 1884. 

Mr. Firzlaff has taken a considerable interest in politics and was serving 

as alderman from the fifth ward. He is a member of the German Lutheran 

church of Sheboygan, in which he takes an active interest. He is now enjoying 
the fruitage of a lifetime of well directed labor and is among the well known 
and greatly respected residents of Sheboygan. His business dealings have always 
been characterized by strict integrity and the desire to please his customers. He 
possesses a warm personal nature, being optimistically inclined and very cordial 

in his intercourse with customers and friends. He is one of those substantial 
and patriotic German-American citizens of whom this country is proud and 

who form so large a proportion of our American population. 

FRED C. MILLER. 

Fred C. Miller, an enterprising, industrious and intelligent dairy farmer of 

Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, is numbered among the sons of Ger- 
many who have caught the spirit of progress characteristic of the people of the 

United States and, manifesting this in connection with the exercise of their 

sturdy native qualities, have attained an enviable degree of prosperity in business. 
The family of which he is a representative comes from Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 

Germany, and the name was originally spelled Mueller, but was changed to its 
present form when the father of our subject took up his home in the new world. 
The grandfather, Christian Mueller, passed his entire life in the fatherland, and 

it was his son, Henry, the father of Fred C. Miller, who established the family 

in the new world. Henry Miller was born in Germany in 1825 and there made 

his home until 1857, in which year he came to America and made his way direct 
to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. He located in Greenbush township, pur- 
chasing forty acres of timber land, which he at once set about clearing and 

which he improved and cultivated, converting it into an excellent farming prop- 
erty. In 1867 he sold that land and purchased an eighty acre tract in Plymouth 
township, but this remained his home for only a year for in 1868 he disposed of 
that place also and acquired by purchase a tract of similar size on section 19.
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He continued to make that farm his place of residence throughout his remain- 
ing days, his death there occurring in 1894. At that time he was the owner of 

one hundred and ten acres of highly cultivated land and was numbered among 

the prosperous and well known farmers of his locality. Before leaving Ger- 

many he had been married, in 1852, to Miss Dorathea Selk, who was born in 

that country on the 19th of January, 1832, the place of her nativity being also 

Mecklenburg-Schwerin. Two children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Miller in the fatherland, and after their arrival in the new world seven more 

were added to the household, their names being as follows: John, born in Ger- 
many and residing in Osceola, Polk county, Wisconsin; Fred C., of this review; 

Emma, born in Sheboygan county, who is now the wife of Anton J. Walter, of 

Plymouth ; Henry, of Plymouth, who died in North Dakota in March, 1912; Ida, 

the wife of William Thiedemann, of Plymouth; Herman H., also a resident of 

Plymouth; Lena, who married John Kreuger, of Clear Lake, Polk county, Wis- 

consin; Charles and William, both of whom make their home in Plymouth. 

Fred C. Miller was a little lad of about two years when he was brought by 
his parents to the United States, and in the schools of Sheboygan county he ac- 
quired his education. Reared to farm life, he assisted his father in his agri- 

cultural pursuits until he was twenty-one years of age when, in addition to the 

work which he did on the home farm he also hired out to neighboring farmers, 

remaining thus engaged until twenty-three years of age. He then went to Illi- 
nois and in the following year made his way to North Dakota, where he took 
up a homestead in Traill county, there remaining for five years. In 1884 he 

disposed of his property in that state and returned to Sheboygan county, being 

engaged as a carpenter for two years in Plymouth. In 1886 he bought sixty 
acres of land on section 29, Plymouth township, to which he later added twenty 
acres adjoining, and this farm has since remained the scene of his activities. 
Ambitious and energetic, he has labored earnestly in the development of his 
property and the passing years have witnessed a marked change in the appear- 

ance of the place. He has added all of the improvements on the farm, includ- 
ing modern and up-to-date machinery, erected a large two-story house and built 
a fine barn and other substantial buildings, and today his place is one of the 
finely improved and valuable properties of the township. His attention is given 
exclusively to dairy farming and he raises his own cattle, having on hand a 

fine herd of graded and registered Holsteins. The output of his dairy is exten- 
sive and of excellent quality, a fact which insures its ready sale on the market. 

In 1886 Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Mary Schierstedt, a 

daughter of Gustav and Sophia (Uhlhorn) Schierstedt. The Schierstedt fam- 
ily came originally from Brandenburg, Germany, but later was established near 

Stettin, Prussia. The Uhlhorn family has always been located in Prussia, where 

the various representatives of the name followed farming. Gustav Schierstedt 
learned the cabinetmaker’s trade in his native country and before coming to the 

United States he was married. He landed in New York about 1848, in which 

city he resided for two years after which he went to Utica, New York. Upon 

leaving the latter city he came to Sheboygan county where he lived upon a farm 

for eight years, associated with his brother-in-law. At the end of that period 
they divided the property and each farmed for himself for twenty-four years in 
Plymouth where he still resides. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Miller have been born
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four children, namely: Lenora, Ilda, Florence and Edith, all of whom live at 

home. 

Mr. Miller and his family are members of the Lutheran church, and the 
family is a prominent one in social circles in its locality. Although he has never 
been particularly active in political affairs, Mr. Miller has yet served efficiently 
as a school director, the cause of education finding a warm champion in him, 
and he also acted as path master of his district for a time. He and his wife are 
people of high intelligence and excellent character, and their large circle of 
friends hold them in esteem and honor. 

H. W. TRESTER. 

H. W. Trester, who for the past eight years has been deputy collector of 
internal revenue, is widely known in Sheboygan, where he was long identified 

with the clothing trade, having continued the business established by his father, 

one of the city’s pioneer business men. He was born in Milwaukee, this state, 
on the 16th of February, 1857, and is a son of Adam and Anna Trester. The 
father was born in Coblenz, Rhine Province, Germany, whence he emigrated to 

the United States in 1852, locating on a farm in Ozaukee county, this state, 
with his brother Hubert. He only remained there for a short period, and then 

came to Sheboygan, following which he lived in various other places in the state, 
finally locating in Milwaukee. He remained there until 1858, when together 
with his family he removed to Sheboygan, where he had been married, and 

engaged in the clothing business. His was one of the first stores of the kind to be 
established in the city and was successfully conducted under his management 

until his death in December, 1889. He was survived by the mother, who passed 

away in January, 1891, and was laid to rest beside her husband in the North 

Side Catholic cemetery. The paternal grandfather, Franz Joseph Trester, is 
buried in the same cemetery, but the grandmother was interred in a Catholic 
cemetery at Milwaukee, in which city she died. - Mr. Trester was a stanch 

democrat in his political views and represented his ward in the city council for 
several terms, being known as one of the enterprising and progressive citizens 

of the community. 
In the acquirement of his education H. W. Trester attended the parochial 

school of Holy Name parish until he was a lad of twelve years. He then laid 
aside his text-books and began to learn the tailor’s trade under the supervision 
of his father, with whom he was associated in business until the latter’s death. 

He subsequently assumed management of the store, which was then one of the 

largest enterprises of the kind in the city, and conducted it alone until 1890. 
In the latter year he organized a stock company and continued operations under 

the firm name of A. Trester Sons Company until 1904, when he withdrew from 

commercial activities to enter upon the duties of his present office. 
In this city on the 18th of August, 1878, Mr. Trester was united in marriage 

to Miss Katie P. Hammes, a daughter of Anton and Katherine Hammes. The 
father, who was a pioneer grain buyer of Sheboygan, is now deceased, but the 
mother is still living at the venerable age of eighty-four years. Nine children
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have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Trester, as follows: Katie, the wife of George 

Myers, of the Myers Machine Company; J. Henry, who has charge of the Phila- 
delphia office of The Crocker Chair Company; Eugene, whose death occurred on 
the 12th of July, 1911; Anthony M., a civil engineer of Madison, Wisconsin, who 

is superintending the construction of the dam at Prairie du Sac, this state; 

Raymond, who died in infancy; Walter A., secretary and treasurer of The Green 
Bay Cold Storage Company ; Eleanor, who has been living at home since grad- 
uating from school; Verena, who is a graduate of the high school; and Armella, 

who is a high-school student. The family home is located at 714 Michigan 
avenue, where Mr. Trester erected a very pleasant and comfortable residence. 

The family are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, and fraternally 

Mr. Trester is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus, and was formerly grand 
knight of the local order, and the Catholic Order of Foresters. He is also a 
member of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and was formerly captain of the 
uniform rank and is now recording secretary of branch No. 13 of that order. 
For thirty-three years he has acted as financial secretary of the Sheboygan 
Laborers Mutual Benevolent society and he is a retired captain of Company C, 
Second Wisconsin National Guard. He is a member of the Evergreen City guard 
veteran corps and now holds rank of first lieutenant in the same. He was one 
of the organizers of this corps in 1898 and was actively connected with Wis- 
consin military affairs for seventeen years and is now on the retired list of the 

Wisconsin national guards. His political allegiance Mr. Trester accords to the 

republican party and he has several times been called to public office. He was 
elected a member of the board of aldermen in 1890, serving in that capacity 

for six years. From 1894 to 1896, he was president of the council and he 

served as fire and police commissioner from 1897 to 1901. ‘Mr. Trester’s official 

record has always been characterized by a fidelity to duty that is above question 

and there as in his business transactions he has manifested the high principles 

and sound integrity that have won him the esteem and respect of all with whom 

he has had dealings. 

ALBERT FREYBERG, Sr. 

History is no longer a record of wars and conquests but rather the account 

of commercial and industrial progress as man utilizes the natural resources of a 

country or takes advantage of existing conditions in the development and con- 

duct of business affairs. The men, therefore, who are most prominent factors 

in public life today are those who are controlling the veins and arteries of traffic 

and trade, and in this connection more than passing mention should be made of 

Albert Freyberg, Sr., who is the president of the C. B. Freyberg Lumber Com- 

pany and the vice president of the Sheboygan Novelty Company. He has been 
connected with the lumber interests of Sheboygan for more than thirty years 

and throughout the entire period has maintained an unassailable reputation for 
the integrity of his methods, his life history proving that prosperity and an 
honored name may be won simultaneously. He was born in Germany, August 

28, 1848, and as a boy came to the new world with his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
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Louis Freyberg. The family settled first in Milwaukee but after a year came 
to Sheboygan. The father was a blacksmith and followed his trade for five 
years in this city, at the end of which time he removed to Howards Grove, 

where he opened a smithy. In addition to his work at the forge and anvil he 

manufactured split shingles, being one of the first to engage in that line of busi- 

ness in this vicinity. After about seven years spent at Howards Grove he removed 

with his family to Manitowoc, where he purchased a sawmill. His three sons, 

Charles, Herman and Albert, were then old enough to become actively engaged 

in business with him and for several years they operated the sawmill in Manitowoc 
county, after which they returned to Sheboygan and built the City Stone Mill, 

a flour mill which is still standing. For a number of years they continued suc- 

cessfully in that business and then established a lumber yard, at the same time 
conducting a store and flour mill. The triple interest engaged their attention 

for several years. In the meantime the father retired from business but the 

three sons continued and were partners until the death of the eldest brother, 

Charles, of whom extended mention is made elsewhere in this volume. This was 

in June, 1908, and since that time Herman and Albert Freyberg have been part- 
ners in the business, which is now conducted under the name of the C. B. Frey- 

berg Lumber Company, with Albert Freyberg as the president. Extending the 
scope of their activities, they established the Sheboygan Novelty Company, a 
plant that employs one hundred and fifty operatives in the manufacture of. cabi- 

nets, bookcases, ladies’ writing desks, etc. The business today is one of growing 
importance and the success of the undertaking has its root in the sound business 
judgment, keen sagacity and unfaltering enterprise of the partners. 

In 1874 Mr. Freyberg was united in marriage to Miss Reike Groh, and unto 
them five children have been born: Albert, Jr., who is superintendent of the 
Sheboygan Novelty Company; Nora, the wife of Charles Bissett, of New York 

city; and Elsa, Laura and Charles. 

Albert Freyberg and his brother are worthy representatives of one of the 

old German families. They are self-made men, who owe their success to their 
energy, determination and sagacity, and since entering upon trade circles they 

have ever followed constructive methods, using the means nearest at hand in the 
upbuilding of business interests which have now reached extensive proportions 

and are factors in the general prosperity of the community as well as in individual 

success. 

LOUIS CHRISTIAN MEYER. 

Among the large and growing business enterprises which are factors in the 
commercial and industrial activities of Sheboygan, making it one of the most 

enterprising and progressive cities of eastern Wisconsin, is numbered the 

Sheboygan Fruit Box Company, of which Louis Christian Meyer is the secre- 

tary and treasurer. In his business career he has made gradual advancement 

and successive promotions have brought him to his present responsible post- 
tion. He was born in this county May 26, 1882, and has therefore but passed 
the thirtieth milestone on life’s journey. His father, Christian Meyer, was
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porn in Germany but when a youth of twelve years was brought to the United 
States by his father who was afterward killed in the lumber woods of northern 

Wisconsin. The family home was established at Sheboygan and when four- 
teen years of age Christian Meyer started out to earn his own living, securing 
employment in the copper mines of Minnesota where he remained until he 
reached the age of thirty years. He then returned to Sheboycan county and 
engaged in farming and teaming, hauling freight from Sheboygan to Fond du 
Lac until about two years prior to his death, which occurred in July, 1909. In 
early manhood he had wedded Miss Pauline Hartman who still survives and 

makes her home with her son, L. C. Meyer, of this review. Only two of their 

six children are yet living, the daughter Hulda being the wife of N. J. Tiedens 

of Helena, Montana. 

In the acquirement of his education Louis C. Meyer attended the public 

school of this city after which he pursued a course in the Sheboygan Business 
College. He was subsequently employed as a street car conductor for a year 

and then left for the northwest, making his way to Missoula, Montana, where 
he was employed by the Missoula Mercantile Company as office boy. He grad- 
ually worked his way upward in that connection and his ability and fidelity won 
him promotion to the position of assistant bookkeeper with that house. In 

1902, however, he returned to Sheboygan where he accepted a position with 

the Citizens’ National Bank. Later he was promoted to the office of assist- 

ant cashier and so continued until the 1st of November, 1911, when he resigned 
his position in the bank and purchased a half interest in the Sheboygan Fruit 
Box Company. In this connection he is now closely associated with the indus- 

trial activities of the city as secretary and treasurer of the company and has a 
leading voice in its management and the conduct of its business affairs. This 

is an important productive industry to which is accorded an extensive patron- 

age, making the business a growing and profitable one. In addition to his con- 

nection with the Sheboygan Fruit Box Company Mr. Meyer is interested in 
banking as one of the stockholders in the Citizens’ Bank. 

On the 5th of September, 1910, Mr. Meyer was united in marriage to Miss 

Wilma Jung, born April 11, 1887, a daughter of Jacob Jung, one of the old set- 
tlers of Sheboygan. Her father was born near Carlsruhe, Baden, Germany, 

October 6, 1831, and was a son of Jacob Jung, Sr., who was a farmer by occu- 
pation and died in Germany, October 29, 1846. In his youthful days the 
father of Mrs. Meyer served an apprenticeship at the wagon making trade 
and afterward traveled for three years as a journeyman, working at his trade 
at different places in Germany in order to further acquaint himself with the 
business while serving under the direction of different masters. He also spent 

fifteen months in the German army. In 1853 he came to America with his 
mother and sisters, the seven weeks’ voyage being ended by their arrival in 
New York. They made their way first to Cleveland, Ohio, and in 1855 came 

to Sheboygan. Here Mr. Jung engaged in wagon making with Mr. Artman 
and later purchased an interest in the business. He was identified with that 
undertaking until 1887 when he sold his interest to his sons, Jacob and Wil- 
liam, having in the meantime won’ a comfortable competence through well 

directed efforts and unabating energy. On the 25th of March, 1855, he mar- 

ried Eleanora Wilke, who was born in Saxony, Germany, May 4, 1833, and in
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1852 came to America with her parents. Mr. Jung was the promoter of the 
first boot and shoe factory of Sheboygan, was instrumental in establishing 
the gas works and he organized the Sheboygan Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 

pany of which he later became secretary and treasurer. The extent and im- 
portance of his business affairs placed him among the most prominent and 

valued citizens here. _ 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Meyer were born twins, Gloria Winter and Winston 

Jung on the 8th of April, 1912. Mr. and Mrs. Meyer have an extensive ac- 
quaintance not only in Sheboygan but throughout the county and occupy a very 

enviable position in social circles, while their home is justly celebrated for its 

warm hearted hospitality and good cheer. Mr. Meyer is popular in fraternai 

and social organizations, belonging to the Masonic lodge at Sheboygan Falls 

and the chapter and commandery at Sheboygan. He also holds membership 
with the Moose and with the Sheboygan Gun Club and his interest in the busi- 
ness conditions of the city is manifest in his membership in the Manufacturers’ 
Association. He cooperates in many movements for the industrial and com- 
mercial progress of the city, and in matters relating to the municipal welfare 
he is also deeply interested. His life is one of intense and well directed activ- 
ity crowned with success, and his energy and determination have been salient 
factors not only in promoting his own advancement but also the progress of the 
community. He enjoys the high regard of business colleagues and contem- 
poraries and his is an enviable record for he has made no engagements he has 

not kept nor incurred obligations he has not met. 

REV. JAMES CHERNE. 

Rev. Father Cherne is the pastor of St. Cyril and Methodius church of She- 

boygan, Wisconsin, his pastorate having commenced in this city on March 2, 

1910. His birth occurred in Dobrava, Krain, Austria, on the 3d of May, 1883, 

his parents being George and Katharine Cherne, who still reside at that place. 

The family for many generations back is of Slavic origin. 

Father Cherne received his early education at Laibach, Krain, and after lay- 

ing aside the elementary text-books he became a student at the College of Krain- 

burg and was graduated from that institution in 1902. Shortly after his gradua- 

tion he emigrated to America and entered St. Paul’s Seminary at St. Paul, Min- 

nesota, in which institution he became a student of philosophy and theology, 

his ordination taking place during his student life at St. Paul’s Seminary. Imme- 

diately following his ordination he was engaged as the assistant pastor of St. 

_ Patrick’s cathedral for one month at Lead, South Dakota. At the end of his 

services at that place he was transferred to Fairfax, South Dakota, where he 

became the pastor of St. Anthony’s church and continued as the officiating pastor 

of that congregation until 1909. His duties while pastor of St. Anthony’s church 

required his attention to the interests of several outlying mission stations in 

the surrounding territory. Eventually closing his relations with that congrega- 
tion, he became pastor of the church of St. Mary Seven Dolores at Rock Springs, 

Wyoming. In this pastorate he continued his services until his removal to
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Sheboygan in March, 1910, The mission upon which Father Cherne was sent 

’ to Sheboygan consisted in the organization of a Slavenian congregation and, if 

possible later, the building of a church in which to hold divine services. In both 

of these particulars he has been entirely successful. Having gathered his people 

together, he succeeded in erecting a very suitable place of worship, located at 

820 New Jersey avenue. The church upon its dedication was blessed by Bishop 

Koudelka, auxiliary of Milwaukee, on the 26th of November, 1911. Rev. Father 
Cherne is one of the rising young clergymen of great promise in the Catholic 
church, A wide field of useful service lies before him in the work of serving 

the religious interests of his native people, who are scattered throughout all 

the larger cities of America, his adopted country. Since his ordination he has 
been actively engaged in the duties of the pastorate at various places throughout 
the western states and everywhere he has been uniformly successful in his 

endeavors to faithfully discharge the duties of a priest in the church and faith 
in which he was born. He is an energetic man, thoroughly educated for the 

priesthood, genial and friendly in his intercourse with the public at large, and is 

universally respected among all classes in the city in which he now resides. 

MICHAEL P. MILEY. 

Michael P. Miley is one of the well known farmers of Lima township, She- 
boygan county, where he is engaged in the cultivation of seventy-eight acres of 
highly developed land located on section 15. He was born in the township of 
Lima, March 24, 1849, and is a son of Patrick and Bridget (Kelly) Miley, both 
of whom were natives of County Roscommon, Ireland. The father was born 
March 17, 1810, near Athlone, and at the age of twenty-five years he emigrated 

to America, settling in Boston, where he continued to live-for a number of years. 

In 1848 he came to Wisconsin and purchased eighty acres of land located ‘on 

section 15 in Lima township, Sheboygan county. He there established his home 
and continued to live until the time of his death, which occurred March 17, 1884, 

at the age of seventy four years. He was united in marriage to Miss Bridget 
Kelly in May, 1848, and immediately following their wedding he removed to 
Wisconsin and settled on a farm, on which his wife died many years ago. They 

were the parents of nine children, four of whom are living, namely: Michael P., 

of this review; Susan, the wife of Patrick Galvin, of Toledo, Ohio; Lizzie, who 

is the wife of Darius Bills, of Akron, Michigan; and Maggie, who is the widow 

of Patrick Ferren and resides in Toledo, Ohio. 

Michael P. Miley was reared in his parents’ home and received his elementary 

education in the district schools at Five Corners, Wisconsin. He remained under 

the parental roof until he was fourteen years of age and then engaged in the 

teaming business in Sheboygan Falls, in which he continued until the time of his 
marriage. He then purchased seventy-eight acres of land which was a part of 
his father’s estate, located on section 15, Lima township, where he established his 

home and has since been engaged in general and dairy farming. 

Mr. Miley was united in marriage on November 26, 1874, to Miss Mary E. 
Walsh, a daughter of James and Esther (Kennedy) Walsh, both of whom were
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natives of Ireland. The father was born December 8, 1824, in County Cork, 
Ireland, and emigrated to America in 1846, settling in Milwaukee county, \\js. 
consin, where he remained until 1849. He then moved to Lima township, She 
boygan county, and there purchased land located on section 29, where he lived 
until he retired from active business. He then moved to Sheboygan, at which 
place he maintained his residence for six years and there died at the age of 
seventy-six. Mr. Walsh was united in marriage to Miss Esther Kennedy on 
July 30, 1848, at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. She was born April 11, 1827, and was 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kennedy, who emigrated from County 
Wicklow, Ireland, with their family in 1846 and settled in Milwaukee county, 
The death of Mrs. Walsh occurred in Milwaukee on February 16, 1908, at the 
age of eighty-one years. To Mr. and Mrs, James Walsh eleven children were 
born, six of whom are living, as follows: Mrs. Mary E. Miley, whose birth 
occurred on the 11th of March, 1851; Peter, who is a resident of Elkhart, Wis- 
consin; Esther, who is the wife of Edward Hampson, of Milwaukee; Katherine, 
a sister in the Order of St. Francis at St. Francis, Wisconsin; James, living in 
California; and John, who makes his home in North Dakota. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Miley twelve children were born, nine of whom are living, 

namely: Peter, who is an iron worker but is still under the parental roof; 
Martin, living in Minnesota; Rose, the wife of George Morris; Esther, who lives 
in Los Angeles, California; Mary, at home; Joseph, a street car man of Toledo, 
Ohio; Kate, attending high school at Sheboygan Falls; Nellie, who is pursuing 
her studies in the district school and Gertrude at home. Mr. Miley is affiliated 
with the republican party. He and his wife are members of the St. Rose Catholic 
church of Lima township. Mr. Miley is one of the influential citizens of the 
township in which he lives, is a public-spirited and enterprising man and is 
numbered among the useful citizens of his part of the state. 

OTTO JOHN EWERHARDT. 

Otto J. Ewerhardt is employed on the National Demokrat of Sheboygan. 
Whatever success he has achieved is attributable to his own labors and is due 
in no small degree to the fact that he has always continued in the same line of 
business in which he embarked as a young tradesman. Sheboygan claims him 
as one of her native sons, his birth having here occurred on the 30th of Octo- 
ber, 1875. He is a son of Nicholas Ewerhardt, a prominent and worthy citi- 
zen of Sheboygan who is now the vice president of the National Demokrat 

Company, owning and publishing a German paper which is the oldest paper 
of the city. He married Miss Bertha Brandt who also survives and they be- 

came the parents of three sons and four daughters, of whom four are yet liv- 

ing: Otto John; Frank, a practicing physician of St. Louis, Missouri; Paul, 
who is a graduate of the Washington University of St. Louis, and now practicing 

in St. Louis; and Lydia, the wife of John Diestelhorst of Sheboygan. 
At the usual age Otto J. Ewerhardt entered the public schools in which he 

acquainted himself with the branches of learning that usually constitute the 
public-school curriculum. He then took up the printing business in the office
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in which he is still employed. In this connection he has gradually worked his 

way upward from a minor to his present position, having comprehensive knowl- 
edge of all the duties of intermediate positions. He has gained high skill in 

his chosen line of labor and his work is very satisfactory to the company which 

he represents. He is also widely and favorably known in another connection, 

being president of the Sheboygan Mutual Aid Association and president of 

the Turnverein of Sheboygan. 
In June, 1905, Mr. Ewerhardt was married to Miss Alma Schultz, who was 

born in Sheboygan and is a daughter of Martin and Bertha (Kanitz) Schultz, 

both of whom are still living, the father being now retired. Mr. and Mrs. 

Ewerhardt have a wide acquaintance in this city where they have always lived. 
There have been no spectacular phases in his life history but his record has 

always been characterized by earnest purpose, diligence and capability. 

LOUIS#ENOERSONE 

Captain Louis L. Olson, commanding officer of the J. H. Stevens, a lake 
steamer of Sheboygan, belonging to his father and himself, has been a sea- 
man on the great lakes for twenty-seven years and a captain in the lake ship- 

ping service some seven or eight years. Captain Olson was born in Sheboygan 

county, September 4, 1872, the son of Captain John and Louisa (Johnson) 
Olson. The father, of whom a separate sketch appears elsewhere in this vol- 

ume, was born in Denmark, May 2, 1851, and the paternal grandfather, Ole 

Peterson, who was engaged in farming in that country, passed away in 1871. 
Captain John Olson received a common-school education and worked on 

his father’s farm until he attained the age of seventeen years. He then began 

a sea-faring life, sailing the salt water as a common seaman for four years 

of his young manhood. Having heard of the opportunities of the new world, 

he emigrated to America and settled in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where in 1877 

he bought the schooner Cynthia Gordon. In 1881 he came to Sheboygan and 

purchased a farm two miles south of the city, where he resided until 1888, 

when he bought the schooner J. H. Stevens and commanded that vessel on 

the great lakes until 1906, when he retired from active work and settled on his 

farm. Here he resided until 1909, when he removed to Sheboygan, where he 

occupies a residence on South Eighth street. He was married to Louisa John- 

son, a daughter of Captain Martin Johnson, who was a pioneer of Sheboygan 

county. Captain Johnson also followed the sea and ship industry, having built 

many of the largest boats in Sheboygan, where he is still living, at the age of 

eighty-seven years. 

Louis L. Olson received a good common-school education, after which he 

took a course in a business college. However, at the early age of thirteen years, 
having commenced the life of a sailor, he determined to make that his life 
business and for the past twenty-six years has been actively engaged in that 

business, sailing on the great lakes. He saved money from his wages and 
after a time purchased an interest in the J. H. Stevens, which had previously 

been owned by his father. Upon the retirement of the father to his farm, the
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son, Louis L. Olson, took command of the vessel and has been her commanding 
officer since that time. 

In 1895 Captain Olson was married to Miss Bertha M. Haak, a daughter of 

William H. and Wilhelmina (Nehrlich) Haak, who are very old settlers in this 
county. To Mr. and Mrs. Olson two children have been born, Gertrude and 

Irene, both of whom are attending school. Captain Olson is a member of the 

Odd Fellows lodge and also of the Masonic fraternity. He is prominent in sail- 

ing and shipping circles, having an excellent reputation and standing with those 

connected with lake shipping. He is also well and favorably known in Sheboy- 

gan, where he has resided all his life. : : 

E. B. MELENDY. 

E. B. Melendy was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, December 26, 1860, and 
is the son of Edward and Jemima Elizabeth (Hutchinson) Melendy, the former 
of whom was born in Guilford, Vermont, September 20, 1820, and the latter 

in Jefferson county, Indiana, January 15, 1831. In 1845 the father came to Wis- 
consin, locating first in Lake township, Milwaukee county, where he lived until 
1851. He then removed to Sheboygan county and purchased a farm of one 

hundred and sixty acres located on sections 10 and 11 in Lima township and 

there was engaged in the cultivation of his land until the time of his death, which 

occurred in December, 1891, at the age of seventy-one years. In 1836 the mother 

settled in Milwaukee county with her parents, James and Mary (Morgan) 

Hutchinson, who there spent the remainder of their lives. Mrs. Melendy cele- 
brated her wedding in Milwaukee, July 4, 1847, and with her husband removed 

to Sheboygan county in 1851, settling on a farm in Lima township, where she 

still resides at the advanced age of eighty-two years. She has always enjoyed 
good health and her mind is as clear and active today as in the earlier days of 

her life. Her maternal grandparents were among the early settlers of Virginia 

and to them belongs the distinction of having established ‘what is now the well 

known village of Morgantown, Virginia. To Mr. and Mrs. Melendy six children 

were born: Lucy, the wife of Frank Locks, of Antigo, Wisconsin; Arthur B., 

whose death occurred February 6, 1902, in Manitowoc, which city had been his 

home for many years; Mark H., who resides in Sheboygan Falls; Edward, who 

is a merchant of Elbing, Kansas, and who is also serving as postmaster of that 

city; and Blanche M., the wife of G. J. Liezen, of Milladore, Wisconsin. 

E. B. Melendy, the other member of the family, was reared in his parents’ 

home and received his early education in the public schools of Lima township 

and was later graduated from the Sheboygan Falls high school with the class of 

1879. He remained under the parental roof engaged at work on his father’s 

farm until he was twenty-three years of age, during which time he also learned 

the trade of cheese-making, and in 1884 he built a cheese factory on the home 

farm, which he has since successfully operated. For the past fourteen years he 

has also been engaged in the making of butter at his factory. In addition to the 

time and attention devoted to the various lines of business as above stated, Mr. 

Melendy is also engaged in the cultivation of his farm of eighty acres, which
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he operates in connection with an eighty acre tract his mother still owns. In his 

farming enterprise he makes a specialty of dairy farming and the growing of all 
cereals common to his locality. In his factories he now is manufacturing one 
hundred pounds of butter per day, and six hundred pounds of cheese. 

At Sheboygan Falls on April 14, 1887, Mr. Melendy was united in marriage to 

Miss Sarah Fass, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Fass, who were among the 

early settlers of Holland township. Mr. and Mrs. Melendy are the parents of 

two children, Guy E. and Queenie J., aged respectively twenty-two and ten 

years. The son took a special course in butter making at the State Agricultural 
College at Madison, Wisconsin, and is now helping his father in his work on the 

farm. 

Mr. Melendy is affiliated with the republican party and for the past sixteen 
years has been clerk of the school district in which he lives, and also served for 

three years as town treasurer. Fraternally he belongs to the Masonic lodge at 

Sheboygan Falls, and he is also a member of the Modern Woodmen of America 

and of the Equitable Fraternal Union of Sheboygan Falls. Mr. Melendy is one 

of the active and enterprising citizens of Lima township and a man whose busi- . 

ness career has brought him in contact with a very considerable portion of the 

inhabitants of the county in which he resides. His well known reputation for 

integrity in all business affairs has gained for him the esteem of all his friends 

and associates and he is entitled to be numbered among the most useful citizens 

of his part of the state. 

LOUIS C. ZIEGLER. 

Louis C. Ziegler is a prominent factor in commercial circles of Adell as the 
secretary and treasurer of the general mercantile firm conducting business under 
the name of the Saemann-Ziegler Company. His birth occured in Plymouth, 
Wisconsin, on the 29th of July, 1867, his parents being Aloysius and Magdaline 
Ziegler. After leaving the Plymouth high school Louis C. Ziegler began clerk- 
ing in the general mercantile establishment of Zinkgnat & Freitel Company in 
Plymouth, remaining with them for about a year. In the spring of 1884 he 

came to Adell and entered the employ of Saemann, Marshall & Company in the 

capacity of clerk. The name of the concern was subsequently changed to N. 

Saemann & Company, and in 1892 Mr. Ziegler became one of the partners therein. 

In June, rgro, the firm was incorporated under the name of the Saemann-Ziegler 

Company, Mr. Ziegler having since had charge of the store as secretary and 

treasurer. His rise in the business world has been rapid and continuous, and in 

his present important position he is manifesting his excellent executive powers 
and his ability to cope with the intricate problems continually arising in the con- 

duct of a large and growing mercantile enterprise. He is likewise the vice presi- 

dent of the Adell Canning Company and is interested in other business enter- 
prises of the town. 

On the 3d of September, 1889, Mr. Ziegler was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Elizabeth Kenna, who was born in Schenectady, New York, in 1867, her 

Parents being Patrick and Margaret (McCabe) Kenna, both natives of Ireland.
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Patrick Kenna emigrated to America in early life and settled in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts. He afterward removed to Schenectady, New York, in which 
state he was married on November 24, 1860. He was employed as a wool sorter 
in early manhood and in 1873 came to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, and pur- 
chased a farm two miles east of Adell, but was engaged as a wool sorter for a 
local concern until 1901. Subsequently he removed to Random Lake, where his 
demise occurred on the 23d of March, 1912, and where his widow still resides, 
They had nine children, as follows: James, who is a resident of Texas; Mrs, 
Mary Elizabeth Ziegler; Anna E., who is the wife of F. P. Lamb, of Adell, 
Wisconsin ; Julia A., who gave her hand in marriage to J. P. Altenhofen and re- 
sides at Random Lake; Charles, at home; Gertrude A., living with her mother 
at Random Lake; Margaret, the deceased wife of M. J. Deeley, of Sheboygan 
Falls; and two who died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Ziegler have four children 
namely: Aloysius, born in July, 1895, who is now attending St. Francis Semi- 
nary at St. Francis, Wisconsin; Mabel, who was born on the 18th of July, 1897, 
and is now a student in St. Mary’s Academy of Milwaukee; Margaret, whose 

. birth occurred on the 13th of October, 1898, and who is at home; and Cletus, 
whose natal day was September 3, 1900. 

Mr. Ziegler is a stalwart democrat in politics and for four years served as 
postmaster by appoinntment of President Cleveland. He is a devoted communi- 
cant of St. Patrick’s Catholic church, near Adell, and is a charter member of 
Lodge No. 107 of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, at Plymouth. He is like- 
wise identified with the Knights of Columbus, belonging to Council No. 722 at 
Sheboygan. Mr. Ziegler has made for himself a creditable position in commer- 
cial circles and his name is an honored one throughout the community by reason 
of the progressive spirit and unfaltering commercial integrity which he has dis- 
played in all his business transactions. In the county where his entire life has 
been spent he is known as a man of honor and genuine personal worth, meriting 
respect, good-will and confidence. 

O. C. NEUMEISTER. 

There is no business which indicates more clearly the conditions of trade 
and commerce than the banking business, and no institution which does more 

to establish stability and hold in check any erratic business tendencies in times 

of panic than does a bank that is founded upon safe, reliable business principles 
and has at its head men of sound judgment and keen discernment who are ready 

to cope with any emergency that may arise. In the seven years of its existence 
the Farmers’ & Merchants’ State Bank of Sheboygan has made an excellent rec- 
ord, and throughout that period, or since its incorporation, O. C. Neumeister has 
served as its cashier and has become widely and favorably known as one of the 
representative and progressive business men of the city. He has lived here since 

1883, and was born in the village of Howard’s Grove in Herman township, She- 

boygan county, June 5, 1866, and is a son of Louis and Maria (Vollhardt) Neu- 
meister. The father was engaged in the wagon manufacturing business in How-
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ard’s Grove and was a worthy and respected resident of that locality to the time 

of his death, which occurred in October, 1895. His widow still survives. 
In his native village O. C. Neumeister was reared, and after attending the 

public schools pursued his education in the Mission House Seminary, this county. 
He started in the business world as an employe in a retail drug store in Sheboy- 
gan in 1884 and was thereafter continuously connected with pharmaceutical pur- 
suits until 1910 when he sold his drug store. Prior to this, however, he was 

cashier of the Farmers’ & Merchants’ State Bank, a position which he still holds. 

His fellow officers are N. J. Schafer, who is president, and Charles Hanf, who is 
vice president. Mr. Neumeister was associated with them in the organization of 
the bank and is becoming as well known in financial circles as he was in the field 

of medicine. The steps in his orderly progression are easily discernible. He 
learned the drug business with Zaegel & Company, of Sheboygan, later went to 

Philadelphia, was graduated from the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and 

became actively identified with the drug business of that city. He was also con- 

nected with the drug trade in Chicago for a period before entering into business 

on his own account in Sheboygan. He is the founder of what is now the 
Roenitz Drug Company, of which he is still a director, and he likewise organized 

the Westside Drug Company, with which he has now severed his connection. 
He had become well established in public regard as a reliable and progressive 
merchant when he entered upon the banking business. Thoroughness character- 

izes him in all his undertakings and has enabled him to master banking both in 
principle and detail. 

Mr. Neumeister was married in 1895 to Miss Lillian Hanf, a daughter of 
Charles Hanf, of Sheboygan, and they have one son, Carl. Mr. Neumeister be- 

longs to the Knights of Pythias lodge and also to the Benevolent Protective 

Order of Elks. He is much interested in matters of local progress and improve- 

ment and for sixteen years he has served on the school board, of which he was 

president for four years. The cause of education has ever found in him a stal- 
wart champion, and he is equally earnest in his efforts to promote improvement 
along other lines. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON LEBERMAN. 

Among the prominent and popular citizens of Sheboygan is George Wash- 

ington Leberman, who has held many positions of public trust and honor, who 
for many years was local representative of the Postal Telegraph Company and 
who since 1897 has been deputy, also collector of customs for the port of Sheboy- 

gan. He was born in this city, where he has so long been prominent, February 22, 
1867, the son of Adolph and Hedwig (Von Kurz) Leberman, the latter a daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Von Kurz, who were natives of Bavaria, Germany, and 

Austria, respectively. The mother is said to have been the first child actress to 
appear on the stage in Chicago. 

George W. Leberman was educated in the public schools of his native city and 
in 1879 secured a position in the local office of the North Western Telegraph 
Company, the office being in the same building in which he is now located.
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Later on, the business was taken over by the Western Union Company, and our 

subject was the manager of this company until the Postal Telegraph Company 
came to Sheboygan in about 1887, when George W. Leberman was made the 
manager of the same and remains so up to the present time. Mr, Leberman 
has been connected with the telegraph business continuously for nearly thirty-four 
years. In 1897 he also received the appointment to the office of deputy collector 
of customs for the port of Sheboygan, a position which he has since held, 

On March 1, 1891, Mr. Leberman was united in marriage to Miss Emma 
Schaub, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Schaub, and to this union were 
born two children, Frank Adolph and Georgiana Edith, both of whom are at 
home. The political allegiance of Mr. Leberman is given to the republican party 
and he has been active in local, state and national political affairs. For three 
terms he served on the board of supervisors and has represented the second 
ward as alderman in the city council. While a member of the board of super- 
visors he held several important positions, having been chairman of the commit- 
tee on public property and trustee of the county jail and workhouse, besides 

serving on other important committees. He is prominent in fraternal circles, 

being a member of the Elks, the Eagles, the Royal Arcanum, the National Union, 

and the Foresters of Canada. In the prime of life and in the midst of import- 
ant public duties Mr. Leberman has filled with distinction to himself and satis- 
faction to the government and municipality the work which has fallen to his lot. 
He is possessed of much more than average ability and his executive powers 

are equalled only by his ability to cope with detail and successfully perform the 

commissions entrusted to him. Always an active, progressive and enthusiastic 

citizen, he commands the respect and esteem of a large number of acquaintances 

throughout the community and in all circles he is regarded as one of the more 

prominent and valuable business men of the city. 

A. P. CROGHAN. 

Sheboygan county has been signally favored in the class of men who have 
occupied her public positions. They have usually been citizens of high merit 

and of unquestioned fidelity, and to this class belongs A. P. Croghan, who is now 

clerk of the circuit court, to which position he was called in 1904, so he is 

serving at present for the fourth consecutive term. He is, moreover, recognized 

as one of the leaders of the republican forces in Sheboygan county, and upon 

the ticket of that party was elected to his present office. 
Mr. Croghan makes his home in Cascade, and was born upon a farm in the 

town of Mitchell, this county, January 4, 1867, his parents being Patrick and 
Catharine (Ryan) Croghan. The father was a farmer and also a blacksmith by 

; trade. He came to Sheboygan county from Indiana in the early ’50s, accompanied 

by his family, then consisting of his wife and three children. His wife died 

after arriving here and later he married again in this county, having four 
children by that union, including A. P. Croghan. The father enlisted for service 
in the Civil war, being corporal of Company E, Seventeenth Wisconsin Volun- 
teer Infantry, serving throughout the entire war in a most creditable manner.



X“ 
, 

y 

A. P. CROGHAN



EN st Oe ; = oe ef ee 
RRR no cercge eh pana Tae Eee UN Go eer at aoe 

am : 4 ; 7 ; re 

a i 7 Ef 

& ; ; : 

Se Ra : : ; ee 
as a 

Pee eet - 
Sie : ; 
Pa : fare ee : 
mera t >. 

en Ss 
Pee ‘ epheees : 

ee eA e i 

ers ve : “ 

eee ; f 3 
As fe an 
cone ‘i ~ i i 

exe 

Fa bes a ; ZF : 

sy 

A : Y ; 
; : ; Pam R 

Rees. piri j 
ings Shige a" Gs co 5 : 

Be ety ee? . a 
iaatear rere T, : ers i 

Sab c Seer eng ee etme Tee Say eee .



eee Pe Wee se ‘ 
ee oN a eee 

oe ORY OF SHI de OUNTY a or: 

He was promoted in recognition of meritorious conduct, becoming second lieu- 

tenant of that company under Captain Peter Feagan, who is now coroner of 
the county. Patrick Croghan returned home at the close of the war but died 

January 8, 1869. His wife long survived him, departing this life August 23, 

1901. 
“a P. Croghan was reared upon the old homestead farm and attended the 
country schools after which he devoted five years to teaching in his native 

county. For eight years thereafter he was connected with the sales force of the 

McCormick Harvesting Machinery Company and later became special agent 

for the Northwestern Life Insurance Company, continuing in that field of 
business until elected to his present office. He secured a good clientage, writ- 

ing a large amount of insurance each year. In 1912, upon the organization of the 

Cascade Telephone Company, Mr. Croghan was elected its president. 
Mr. Croghan has always been interested in local politics and recognizes 

the fact that it is the duty as well as the privilege of every true American 
citizen to support the principles in which he believes. He has therefore labored 
for the success and upbuilding of his party and in turn has been honored with 
several local offices at the gift of his fellow citizens. He served as town clerk 
for the town of Mitchell for three years and was supervisor for the town of 
Lyndon at the time of his election to the office of clerk of the circuit court in 
1904. His capability in that position finds proof in the fact that he has since 

been three times reelected so he is now serving for the fourth term. 
In 1908 he was an alternate delegate to the national convention of the re- 

publican party which nominated William H. Taft for president. He has a 
wide acquaintance among political leaders of the state and his opinions carry 
well in local republican councils. 

Mr. Croghan was married in 1897 to Miss Etta O’Hearn of Cascade, and 
they have two children, George and Imogene. Mrs. Croghan before her mar- 
tiage was postmistress of Cascade and is at the present holding that position. 

Mr. Croghan is well known in fraternal circles, being worthy president of 
Aerie No, 277, F. O. E., and also a member of Sheboygan Lodge, No. 299, 

B. P. O. E. He possesses a social, genial nature that is appreciative of true 

friendship, and he has proven in his life the wisdom of the Emersonian philos- 

ophy that “The way to win a friend is to be one.” 

CHARLES NICKEL. } 

The rich farm lands of Sheboygan county, undulating with their harvests of | 
wheat and oats, are an important factor in the agricultural development of 
America. Charles Nickel has been for many years prominent along this line of 

"activity and has engaged in the occupation of general farming in this county ; 
since 1881. He is a native of Wisconsin, having been born in Ozaukee county, 
this state, on November 2, 1858. His father was John Nickel, a native of Ger- 
many, born in Hesse-Darmstadt, in 1817. He came to the United States when 
still a young man and settled in Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, where he bought 
the farm on which his father had previously settled. This he later sold and 
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moved to Sheboygan county, where he purchased two hundred and forty acres 
north of the tract of land which Charles Nickel is now cultivating. Both the 
father and grandfather of the subject of this sketch died upon this farm, John 
Nickel’s demise occurring on May 4, 1887. He had six children: Frederick, 
who is deceased ; George, living in Unity, Wisconsin; Charles, the subject of this 
sketch; Jacob, a resident of Sheboygan county; and John and Elizabeth, both 
deceased. Upon their father’s death these children sold the farm and divided 

the estate, at which time Charles Nickel bought his present farm of seventy-five 
acres. The mother was Christina Young, a native of Germany, who came to 

the United States with her parents and settled in Washington county, where her 

death occurred May 13, 1885. 

Charles Nickel was educated in the public schools of this township and has 
been engaged in agricultural pursuits all during his life. He assisted his father 
in the work of the farm until the latter’s death in 1887, although six years pre- 
vious to this time he had had it under his personal management, renting the land 
from his father. He subsequently bought a tract of ninety-five acres. of which 

he later sold twenty acres, the remaining seventy-five constituting his present place. 
He has made many improvements in the course of his agricultural career, and 
has installed new machinery and modern equipment in all parts of his farm. 
He makes a specialty of dairying, keeping on hand about fifteen head of high- 

grade stock. 
Mr. Nickel was married in 1883 to Miss Sybilla Schultz, a daughter of Henry 

Schultz, who was a native of Germany. They have four children: Amanda, 
who married Frank Slater, of Waldo; Charlotte, the wife of William Broker, of 

Milwaukee, by whom she has one child, Hazel; Reuben, at home; and Eugene, 

attending school. Politically Mr. Nickel is a republican, and an active factor in 

the public affairs of his district. He has held the position of supervisor of 
Sherman township and was a director of the local school board for three years. 

He is prominent in the Modern Woodmen of America, and a devoted member 

of the German Evangelical church, in which faith he was reared. He is an 
active and efficient farmer, interested in many new discoveries which are rapidly 

making agriculture a progressive science. 

PETER J. VAN DE LOO. 

Peter J. Van De Loo was born in Germany, July 18, 1853, and is the son of 
William and Mary (Leigraff) Van De Loo. The father emigrated with his 
family to America in 1858 and came direct to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, set- 

tling on a farm in Lima township, on which he continued to live until the time 
of his death. His wife also died many years ago on the old homestead. 

Peter J. Van De Loo was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 

education in the public schools of Lima township. He remained under the paren- 

tal roof until he was twenty-three years of age, at which time he engaged in 
farming for himself on a rented farm. This he cultivated until 1881, when he 

purchased a farm of eighty acres located on section 14 of Lima township, where 

he still resides. In 1911 he rented the farm to his son, Joseph H. Van De Loo,
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and has since retired from active farm life, maintaining his residence with his 
son, Joseph H. 

Mr. Van De Loo was married in Church of St. George, Wilson township, July 
18, 1878, to Miss Katharine Prepster, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Prep- 

ster, of whom more extended mention is made in another part of this work. 

Mr. and Mrs. Van De Loo are the parents of four children: Clara, the wife of 

John Decley, of Sheboygan Falls; Rosa, the wife of Fred Dankwort; Joseph H., 

who operates the home farm; and Mary, the wife of Henry Scharinger, who is 

engaged in farming in Lima township. Mr. Van De Loo is affiliated with the 
democratic party, and he and his wife are members of St. Rose Catholic church. 

He is one of the substantial citizens of Sheboygan county, where he has been 
engaged in farming during all the years of his active life. He is highly re- 
spected in the community in which he resides and is in every way one of the 
useful and desirable citizens of Sheboygan county. 

His son, Joseph H. Van De Loo, was born August 18, 1884. He was reared 

in his parents’ home and received his early education in the schools of Lima 
township. He remained under the parental roof until 1909, at which’time he 
rented a farm in Lima township, on which he lived for two years. In 1911 he 
rented his father’s farm of eighty acres, on which he is now engaged in general 
farming. 7 

Joseph H. Van De Loo was united in marriage on August 29, 1908, to Miss 
Rose Jacoby, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jacoby, and they are the parents 
of two children: Alfred, aged three; and Milford, who is a year old. Mr. Van 
De Loo and his family are memebrs of St. Rose’s Catholic church in Lima 
township. He is numbered among the enterprising and successful farmers of 
Lima township and is highly respected among his friends and associates. 

C. W. WEINERT. 

C. W. Weinert is the genial proprietor of one of Sheboygan’s most popular 
cafes. His place of business is located on North Eighth street and is the best 
known eating house in the business district of Sheboygan. He was born in Ger- 
many on the 22d of March, 1869, his parents being Gottlieb and Eva Weinert, 
likewise natives of that country. The father was born in Silesia and they were 
married in Germany in the year 1860, In his native country Gottlieb Weinert 
followed the occupations of farming and draying. In 1883 he emigrated to 
America and settled in Sauk City, Sauk county, Wisconsin, where he remained 
for one year, after which he moved to Sheboygan. Obtaining work in one of 

Sheboygan’s factories, he remained here for twenty years, after which he lived a 
retired life until the time of his death, which occurred on the 9th of September, 

1906. He had for a number of years survived his wife, who passed away in 

1897. Our subject is one of four children born to this union. John, who is 

engaged in the bakery business at Manitowoc, is married and has six children. 

C. W., of this review, is the next in order of birth. Anna lives with her brother, 

C. W., in Sheboygan. Pauline, living in Sheboygan, is the wife of Louis Zieg- , 
ler, by whom she ‘has three children.
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C. W. Weinert emigrated to America with his parents in 1883 and with them 

removed from Sauk county to Sheboygan. He had been educated in Germany, 
On reaching America he began at once to attend the night schools, in which he 

learned the use of the English language and obtained an English common-school 

education. He afterward became a pupil in a business college of Sheboygan 

and after graduating therefrom became an apprentice in the bakery business, 
with which he thoroughly familiarized himself. He was, however, engaged for 
some time in the Sheboygan chair factory. In 1904 he started in business for 

himself on North Eighth street and here he has continued since. By constant 
attention and unusual adaptability to his chosen field he has built up one of the 
most enviable cafe trades in the entire city. 

. Mr. Weinert is by political affiliation a democrat and has served his city as - 
alderman of the third ward for three successive terms. Fraternally he is iden- 
tified with the Eagles in Sheboygan. He is one of the easiest men to approach 
whenever any social, political or business matter is presented to him requiring 
his cooperation in any undertaking looking to the advancement of the interests 
of the city or the county. He is a man with a clean business record and enjoys 
the success to which constant attention to his business has entitled him. He is in 
the midst of his years of usefulness and Sheboygan can always count upon his 
influence in any meritorious civic enterprise. 

HARRY STAHL, 

One hundred acres of improved and cultivated farm land, a modern dairy 

and up-to-date barns and outbuildings are owned and operated at the present 

time by Harry Stahl, one of the most prominent men in his line of activity in 
Scott township. He is a son of Valentine and Maria C. (Winch) Stahl. His 
father was born in Baden, Germany, in 1834, and followed the trade of brass 

finisher until 1852, when he crossed the Atlantic and settled in Boston, Massa- 

chusetts. He came to America with his father and brothers and remained in 
Boston, working at his trade, and later engaged in the saloon business for twenty 
years, when he removed to Wisconsin in 1879 and settled in Scott township, 
Sheboygan county. Here he bought a farm of one hundred acres on which he 

spent his life and where he was residing at the time of his death, on March 24, 
1901. His wife, the mother of the subject of this sketch, was of German lineage 

but was born near Boston in 1839. She married Valentine Stahl in that city 

and they became the parents of three children: Gertrude, who died at the age 
of seven years; Harry, the subject of this sketch; and Gertie, now the wife of 

Charles T. Rietz. Mrs. Stahl is still living at the age of seventy-three years. 
Harry Stahl was born in Roxbury, Massachusetts, in 1862, and was educated 

in the public schools of that city until he was fourteen years old. He subse- 

quently accompanied his parents upon their removal to Wisconsin, assisting his 

father in the work of clearing and cultivating the land which he bought. A few 
years before the death of Valentine Stahl his son rented the paternal farm and 

,Was active in its management for a number of years. In August, 1905, he ac- 
quired the title and became sole owner of the one hundred acres upon which
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his father had settled on first coming to this section of the country. Under his 

able management every detail of farming activity has been improved and mod- 

ernized. New buildings have been erected and many different kinds of farming 

implements have been installed. Harry Stahl makes a specialty of his dairy 
work and keeps twelve head of high-grade cows. He takes a great pride in 

this branch of his activities and gives his dairy his personal supervision and 
attention. 

On June 12, 1900, Mr. Stahl was united in marriage to Miss Ella Dettman, 

a daughter of Albert and Alma (Gruhle) Dettman, the former a native of 
Pomerania, Germany, and the latter a resident for many years of Washington 

county, Wisconsin, where their marriage occurred in 1872. Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Stahl became the parents of four children, one of whom died in infancy. The 
surviving members are: Cynthia, who was born July 3, 1903; Wayne, born July 
17, 1905; and Chester, whose birth occurred on the 25th of February, 1907. 
Mr. Stahl gives his political allegiance to the republican party but does not to 
any extent actively participate in local affairs. He is more deeply interested in 
religious and educational work, is a devoted member of the Lutheran church 

of Silver Creek, Wisconsin, and a member of the school board of that city of 

which he is now holding the office of treasurer. During his active career he 
has made the one hundred acres which he inherited from his father more pro- 

ductive in every direction, has improved his buildings and made his equipment 
modern. Any man whose life results in progress and development and in the 

making of any one thing better and more efficient, is entitled to the rewards of 
worthy citizenship. 

CAPTAIN CHARLES ANDERSON. 

Among the numerous residents of Sheboygan who are interested in lake 
shipping is Captain Charles Anderson, master of the steamer J. S. Crouse, plying 

the great inland seas of America. He was born in Bergen, Norway, November 

15, 1875, a son of Andrew and Maria S. (Martensen) Anderson, both natives 
of Norway. His ancestors were agriculturists and fish dealers. In his father’s 

family were five children all of whom are living, Captain Charles Anderson being 

the youngest of the family. He was educated in the public schools and the 
Lutheran school in Norway, being confirmed in the Lutheran church. After 
putting aside his text-books he served for two years as an apprentice in a boiler 

shop and then embarked as a sea-faring man, sailing out from Norway. He 
followed the sea, sailing on Norwegian vessels for three years, and during that 

time visited nearly every country of the globe. On returning to Norway he bade 
adieu to his relatives and friends and emigrated to America, setting sail March 

25, 1894. On reaching the new world he immediately settled in Sheboygan and 
again took up seamanship, identifying himself with the shipping on the Great 
Lakes. He first secured employment on the schooner D. H. Duval, Captain Ole 
Halverson commanding with Captain Ole Groh as manager. He made but one 
trip on that vessel and completed the season on the schooner Challenge, owned 

by the Cream City Brick Yard Company of Milwaukee. The following winter
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he entered the lumber woods of northern Michigan, where he remained until the 

next shipping season on the lakes, when he returned to Sheboygan and obtained 
employment on the consort H. A. Barr being in tow of the steamer J. H. Out- 
wight. After remaining on that boat for four months he finished the season 

as wheelman on the steamer Outwight, leaving this ship at Escanaba, Michigan, 
November 20, 1895. He spent the following winter also in the lumber camps 
of the vicinity of Flat Rock river, in Michigan, and on the 15th of March, fol- 

lowing, returned to Sheboygan City where he visited friends. He then went to 
Milwaukee where he was employed on the schooner Our Sun, assisting in rig- 

ging her over from a schooner to a consort. He sailed on the vessel during that 
season, it being towed by the steamer C. H. Green, owned by parties at East 
Saginaw, Michigan. He finished that season as wheelman on the steamer Green. 

At Tanawana, New York, the boat laid up for winter quarters in the fall of 

1896 and he took up other work for the winter, going to the city of New York 

with two companions. They visited Niagara, Falls and spent the next season 

picking and packing fruit for a farmer near Ontario. After staying for a time 

in Buffalo Mr. Anderson returned to Wisconsin and, after stopping en route 

at Milwaukee, went to Sheboygan City, visited his friends and returned to 
the lumber camps where he spent the winter in the Flat Rock river district. 
In the spring of 1897 he returned to Sheboygan where in partnership with Olaf 
Peterson and Chris Fieldstead he purchased the scow Mary E. Packard, acting 
as mate of that schooner during the following season. During the next winter 

he was employed by the Frost Veneer & Seating Company of this city, having 

sold his interest in the Mary Packard to Captain Charles Pooler. In the spring 

of 1902 he purchased the schooner Josephine Dresden from the Tollfson estate 

of Racine and he remained with that vessel, dcting as her master, for four 
seasons. In 1906 he equipped the vessel with gasoline power, the first craft of 
its size to be thus equipped on the great lakes. He operated her during the 

season until the 27th of November, when the vessel was stranded on the west 

coast of North Manitou, Michigan, in a terriffic gale which she was not able, 

with her limited power, to face. She became a total wreck but the cargo, be- 

longing to the Oval Wood Dish Company, of Travis City, Michigan, was saved. 
In the spring of 1908 in company with John Peter Reiss and William A. Reiss, 
Mr. Anderson purchased the steamer J. S. Crouse, of which he became the 

master, a position which he has since occupied. The steamer engages in traffic 
on its own account dealing in lumber, tan bark, wood, etc., and as such Captain 

Anderson has to combine the duties of a business man with those of a sailor. 

Captain Anderson was married, March 25, 1898, to Miss Mollie Olson, who 

was a native of Sheboygan City and a daughter of Thomas and Annie Olson. 

Her father is a native of Norway and her mother of Sheboygan City where the 
family is now living. Unto Captain and Mrs. Anderson have been born six 
children of whom five are yet living, Harold Amil, the second in order of birth, 

having died at the age of two anda half years. The others are: Albany Thames, 

Madeline Adrien and Cecelia Adeline, now attending school; and Charles 
Mathew and Haakon Orville, yet at home. Captain Anderson is connected with 
the Odd Fellows and the Elks, being a very popular member of those orders. 

He is well and favorably known not only in Sheboygan City but at most of the 
points of call on the great lakes. He is an efficient seaman, gives strict attention
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to his business, never fails in maintaining discipline on his vessel and has a 

record which commends him to the large number of patrons who annually give 

him a goodly amount of their business. The family stand high in Sheboygan, 
and Mr. Anderson is extensively known in shipping and business circles. 

JOHN W. BOECKMANN. 

John W. Boeckmann, who for thirteen years has resided upon his present 
farm on section 10, Lima township, has been a lifelong resident of this county, 
his birth having occurred in Sheboygan Falls township, April 22, 1873. His 
father, John Boeckmann, was a native of Germany and in 1872 crossed the 
Atlantic, establishing his home in Sheboygan county. The son pursued his edu- 
cation in the district schools of Herman and Lima townships and was reared 

to farm life, early becoming familiar with the work of the fields and the best 
methods of cultivating and caring for the crops. He remained at home until 
1899, when he purchased a farm of seventy acres on section 10, Lima township. 

His previous training had well qualified him for its conduct and with character- 

istic energy he began to develop the fields. Success attended him in his under- 

taking and in 1908 he purchased seventy-eight acres adjoining his home place, 
which now comprises one hundred and forty-eight acres. The land is naturally 
rich and productive, responding readily to the care and labor which he bestows 
upon it. He carries on general farming and dairying and both branches of his 
business are proving profitable. 

On the 23d of February, 1899, Mr. Boeckmann was united in marriage, in 
Sheboygan Falls township, to Miss Emma Schulte, of that township, and unto 
them have been born two children, Anton and Lydia, aged respectively ten and 

six years. The parents hold membership in the Lutheran church at Sheboygan 
Falls and are well known in the village and throughout the community, where 

their sterling traits of character have gained for them warm regard and endur- 
ing friendships. 

HENRY G. MUELLER. 

In a history of Sheboygan it is imperative, if the records be complete, that 
mention be made of Henry G. Mueller, who, in coming to this section of the 
State at an early period of its development, became closely. associated with busi- 
hess projects which have been important elements in the growth, upbuilding and 

Prosperity of the city and county. He was a worthy and honored resident of 
this section, and there stands as a monument to his business ability and enter- 
Prise one of the foremost industrial concerns of Sheboygan—that of the H. G. 

Mueller Lumber & Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. Mueller was born in Hanover, Germany, May 27, 1836, and when eleven 

years of age crossed the Atlantic to the new world in company with his parents. 

His father, Christian Mueller, was a farmer by occupation and after coming to
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Wisconsin spent the remainder of his life upon a farm in this country. He was 

one of the early and respected German-American residents of Sheboygan county, 
to whose efforts the district owes much of its development and improvement in 
pioneer times. 

In those days lumbering was a most important interest in the business actiyj- 
ties of this section and H. G. Mueller during his younger years worked in a 
saw and lumber mill at Howard’s Grove. He was ambitious to engage in busi- 

ness on his own account and utilized every means that would bring him nearer 

to the goal desired. Time saw the fulfillment of his hope for eventually he en- 

tered the lumber business, operating a sawmill at Millersville, where he also 

engaged in the manufacture of flour, the town being named in honor of our 
subject. As he extended his business interests he became more and more 

widely known and the appreciation of his good qualities on the part of his fel- 
lowmen led to his election to the office of sheriff of Sheboygan county as the 
democratic candidate. He served for two years in that capacity and on the ex- 
piration of his term he established the lumber business that is still carried on 

under the name of the H. G. Mueller Lumber & Manufacturing Company. For 
years he was closely associated with the lumber trade in this district and at 
length he broadened his business interests by taking up the manufacture of 
tables. The company today has a completely equipped shop for the manufacture 

of all kinds of tables from those of simple construction to those of the highest 

grade of workmanship. For years Mr. Mueller remained as president of the 
company and its directing head, carefully guiding its interests and formulating 

plans for the growth of the business—plans which came to successful fruition. 
Later however, he retired from active control, being succeeded in the presidency 

by his son, Louis G, Mueller, who is also general manager. The business today 

employs about forty people. 
Mr. Mueller was married to Miss Wilhelmina Damrow, also a native of 

Germany, and of the ten children born unto them nine are still living. The wife 

and mother passed away in Sheboygan in 1911 and the father’s death occurred 
on April 25, 1912, in this city where he was so long accounted a valued and 

highly respected resident. He represented the first ward on the board of city 

aldermen and at all times he was active in his support of projects and measures 

for the general good. 
Louis G. Mueller who succeeded his father as the directing head of the H. G. 

Mueller Lumber & Manufacturing Company, was born in Howards Grove, 
February 14, 1864, and as a boy became connected with the lumberyard and 

eventually with the business of manufacturing tables. His early experience well 

qualified him to take up the management upon his father’s retirement. He had 
long been the active and able assistant of the senior partner and his own record 
proves that success is not a matter of genius, as held by some, but is the outcome 

of clear judgment, experience and indefatigable industry. 
On December 25, 1886, Louis G. Mueller was married to Miss Katie Roeder, 

of Manitowoc county, and unto them have been born three children, Herbert, 
Eleanor and Harold. Louis G. Mueller stands today as a splendid example of the 

enterprising, progressive business man of Sheboygan and has added new laurels 

to the creditable record made by his father, who, starting out in life empty- 
handed, has been the architect of his own fortunes and has builded wisely and
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well so that his record may well serve as a source of inspiration and encourage- 

ment to others, showing what may be accomplished when ambition and energy 
lead the way. 

Another son of Henry G, Mueller who has been an individual force in busi- 

ness expansion of Sheboygan county is William A. Mueller whose birth oc- 
curred in Millersville, Wisconsin, on March 29, 1881. He was reared at home 

and was educated in the public schools of his native section until he was four- 
teen years of age. At that time he went to work for-his father in the shipping 

department of his factory and gained a personal and expert knowledge of the 
details of the lumbering trade and the construction of high-grade tables. in 

1908 he resigned his position in his father’s enterprise and went into business for 

himself, buying out the saloon belonging to Gus Wieland, and this he has con- 
ducted with energy and conscientiousness since that time. His establishment 

on the corner of Fifth and Pennsylvania avenues, Sheboygan, is one of the best 
equipped retail liquor stores in the city. Mr. Mueller has a fine and well kept 

bar and his patronage is increasing as his business methods become better known. 
On June 2, 1907, William A. Mueller was united in marriage to Miss Olga 

Muehlenberg, a daughter of H. Muehlenberg, of Sheboygan, who is a fisherman 

by trade and owns and operates a fishing tug. Mrs. Mueller’s father is a native 
of Germany and came to America at an early date, settling in Sheboygan county. 
He has followed navigation all during his active life and was for a long time 
captain of a lake steamer. Mr. and Mrs. William A. Mueller have one child, 

Robert. In his business career William Mueller has followed closely the honor- 
able traditions handed down to him by his father and exemplified in his own 
character the virtues of Henry G. Mueller, combined with the qualities which 
are the foundation of his own forceful and vital individuality. 

MARTIN TOEBAK. 

Martin Toebak is the senior partner of the firm of Toebak & Scherer, pro- 

prietors of the National Restaurant and Buffet on North Eighth street in She- 

boygan. His birth occurred in Kaukauna, Outagamie county, Wisconsin, on 

the 3d of December, 1883, his parents being Anton and Christina (Knepfel) 

Toebak, natives of Germany, who emigrated to America and established their 

home at Oostburg, Sheboygan county, where they remained but a short time. 
During the early years of their residence in America they lived at several places 
throughout this portion of Wisconsin, settling finally at Kaukauna, where 
Anton Toebak purchased a farm which he improved and operated for some 

years. He was also engaged in the cooperage business in Kaukauna, dividing 
his attention between this and his interests on the farm. Later he disposed of 

his properties at Kaukauna and removed to the city of Sheboygan, at which ~ 
Place he was employed in the Sheboygan chair factory until the time of his 
death, which occurred in June, 1910. In the year 1877 he had wedded Miss 
Christina Knepfel, whose parents were both natives of Germany. To this union 
ten children were born, six of whom are still living. Nellie, who resides in 
Sheboygan and has one child, is the wife of Henry Krumnauer, a carpenter by
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trade. Anna, living in Sheboygan, is the wife of Peter Folz, by whom she has 
one child. John, who is a carpenter by trade and occupation, is unmarried and 
lives in Sheboygan. William, a tinner, is married and makes his home in She- 
boygan. Mary gave her hand in marriage to John Beuttner, who holds a posi- 
tion as watchman at the Phoenix Chair Factory. 

Martin Toebak, the other member of the family, received his early education 
in the district and parochial schools of Sheboygan. He was first employed in 
the upholstering business and later in the manufacturing of brooms, in which oc- 
cupation he continued for a term of four years. At the expiration of that time 
he entered into copartnership with Matt Scherer, and under the firm name of Toe- 

bak & Scherer he became identified with the business known as the National 
Restaurant and Buffet, which is located on North Eighth street in Sheboygan, 

Mr. Toebak was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Liedtke, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Liedtke, both natives of Germany, who emigrated 
to America at a very early date. One child has been born to this 
union, Martin, whose natal day was March 2, 1912. Fraternally Mr. Toebak is 

identified with the Eagles. He has been a citizen of Sheboygan from early boy- 
hood days and is well and favorably known throughout the city and county, In- 
dustrious, energetic, thrifty and enterprising, he is now well established in 
a profitable business and is a man of genial and obliging manners. 

WILLIAM M. WINTER. 

William M. Winter is the secretary of the Winter Lumber Company, one 

of the leading business enterprises of Sheboygan, having its general offices lo- 

cated at 406-407 North Eighth street. His residence is located at No. 2022 
South Eighth street. His birth occurred at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on the 13th 

of October, 1849, his parents being Michael and Bertha Winter. The father 

came from Stettin, Germany, to this country in 1842, settling first at Buffalo, 

New York, and during his residence in that city he was employed in the service 

of the Erie Canal Company. While engaged in his duties for that company 
he suffered a severe accident which resulted in the breaking of three of his ribs. 
This unfortunate incident incapacitated him for further service at the time and 
on severing his connection with the canal company he removed to Milwaukee. 

To him belongs the unique distinction of being the first shipper of lumber into 
Sheboygan. In the sawmill and lumber business which he established in She- 
boygan on Maryland avenue between Seventh and Eighth streets, he was stuc- 

cessfully engaged for many years until his death, which occurred in 1889 at 

the age of sixty-four years. He was buried on the family lot in Wildwood 
cemetery in Sheboygan. His surviving widow still resides with her daughter, 

Mrs. Jacob Jung, on Jefferson avenue, in Sheboygan. 
William M. Winter was reared in his father’s home and educated in the pub- 

lic schools of Sheboygan and at the age of fifteen years he began his early busi- 
ness career as an employe of his father in his lumber business and later in life 
succeeded to the management of that business. After operating most success- 

fully the lumberyard for many years, this property was disposed of and at the
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time of the sale it was the largest lumberyard in the city of Sheboygan. The 

Winter Lumber Company manufactures exclusively bank and office fixtures and 

is the only manufacturing establishment in Sheboygan making a specialty of 
this class of furniture. Of this company William M. Winter is both secretary 
and a director. The firm at present employs one hundred skilled men in the 

manufacture of its goods, the factory being located on the corner of Maryland 
avenue and Seventh street. In addition to his duties in connection with the 

Winter Lumber Company Mr. Winter has also built several residences in She- 

boygan. 

On the 18th of August, 1874, at Sheboygan, Mr. Winter was united in wed- 
lock to Miss Minna Raab, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Raab. Her 
father was one of the pioneer ship owners and also the proprietor of the Raab 

dock of Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Winter five children have been born: 
Irwin, employed as the scaler for the Winter Lumber Company; Alfred O., a 

stenographer employed by the International Salt Company; Franklin L., part 

owner of a sawmill in Arkansas; and Lydia and Hilda, both of whom are gradu- 

ates of the Sheboygan high school. Mr, Winter is affiliated with the republican 
party, being an enthusiastic and loyal supporter of that political organization 

and is also a member of the National Union. He has spent his entire business 

life in his adopted city and during all his busy years has been regarded as one 
of the enterprising, successful men of this part of Wisconsin. His business 

operations have brought him in contact with the most aggressive, influential 
people of this portion of the state and he is well known throughout the lumber 
manufacturing fraternity. 

HERMAN F. HINZE. 

Herman F. Hinze is the proprietor and manager of the Barracks Buffet at 
1128 North Eighth street. He was born in Germany, September 22, 1883, a son 
of William and Mary (Kroll) Hinze, both natives of the fatherland. The father 
was a teamster in the village of Schenkenberg, being in the employ of a man 
who owned several thousand acres of land. He remained with that employer 
until he emigrated to America in 1889, and after landing in the new world pro- 
ceeded to Altamont, Illinois, where he took up the vocation of railroading. He 
temained thus employed for about one year and then removed to Sheboygan 
City, where he went to work in a tannery, a vocation which he is still following. 

Herman F. Hinze was one of six children in his father’s family, he being 
the second in order of birth. He was educated in the public and parochial schools 

of Sheboygan where he grew to manhood, and after laying aside his text-books 
he was empolyed in the furniture factories of his adopted city. He later took 
up the cabinetmaker’s trade, and after working for some time for wages at that 
Vocation he, in partnership with William C. Hinze, purchased the place known as 
the Waldschloesschen Picnic Park and Armory near the city. In 1908 he pur- 
chased his partner’s interest and was sole owner and manager of the place for sev- 
eral years. On July 1, 1912, he sold out and purchased his present place of busi- 
ness,
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Mr. Hinze was married, June 17, 1905, to Miss Ida Luedke, a daughter of Mr, 
and Mrs. William Luedke, both of whom were natives of Germany. Unto Mr, 
and Mrs. Herman Hinze three children have been born; Reuben, June 18, 1906; 
Harvey, May 16, 1908; and Norma, born in March, 1912. Mr. Hinze is a mem- 
ber of the Eagles, the Order of Moose, the Germania and the Ancient Order of 
Buffaloes. “He is of that affable and friend-making disposition so necessary in 
the conduct of any commercial enterprise, and as the result of his good manage- 
ment as well as his social qualities he has made a fine success of the business, 
He is a popular man in Sheboygan and community, and enjoys an enviable repu- 
tation for integrity, business ability and the many excellent qualities which go to 
make up a representative and respected citizen. 

GEORGE FRANKLIN MILEY. 

George Franklin Miley is one of the well known farmers of Sheboygan 
county, located on section 15, in Lima township. He was born February 16, 1861, 
in Lima township, and is the son of Martin and Mary (Lynch) Miley, the for- 
mer a native of County Roscommon, Ireland, and the latter of County Longford. 
The maternal grandfather, Jerome Lynch, was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
war, in which he suffered the loss of an arm. The Lynch family in the early 
days of its history was prominent in the social and political life of Ireland. Mar- 

tin Miley, the father, was born December 22, 1817. In 1837 he emigrated to 

America, settling first at Boston, and was for some time engaged at work in 
the erection of the Bunker Hill monument. He was married in Boston and in 
1848 he came to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. After making a short stay in 
the city of Sheboygan he purchased a farm of eighty acres located on section 
15 in Lima township, which is now the home of the subject of this review. On 
that farm the father established his home and in 1852 erected the house which 
now forms the main part of the dwelling occupied by the present owner of the 
place. Martin Miley was married August 22, 1847, to Miss Mary Lynch, who 
was born in County Longford, Ireland, March 12, 1819, and at the age of seven 

years emigrated to America with her mother and one brother. She came to 
Sheboygan county with her husband immediately following her marriage and 
continued to live at their home in Lima township until her death, which oc- 
curred December 31, 1887. The death of her husband occurred October 18, 1889. 
They were the parents of ten children: Bridget Frances, who became the wife 
of Frank Mulvey, of Lima township, and passed away July 15, 1895; James N., 
whose death occurred in Lima township in 1905; Michael M., whose death oc- 
curred at Florence, Wisconsin, November 26, 1903; William H., who died at 

Sheboygan in 1900; Charles J., who passed away on the old homestead at the 
age of twenty years; Fannie C., who resides with her brother, George Franklin;, 
Elizabeth, the wife of John Koralesky, of Manitowoc; George Franklin, of this 

review ; Charlotte, who became the wife of Gilbert E. Trombla, of Detroit, Michi- 

igan, and passed away January 27, 1891, at Sheboygan, Wisconsin; and Alfred. 
who died, at the age of fourteen years.
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George F. Miley was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 
education in the public schools of Lima Center, Sheboygan county. At the age 
of seventeen years he left home and went to Michigan and for two years was 
engaged in lumbering at Manistee. He then returned to his father’s home and 
was engaged in work on the latter's farm until 1889. In the following year he 
bought the interest of the heirs and has since continued to live on the old home- 
stead and has been successfully engaged in general farming. Mr. Miley is an . 
exclusive breeder of Guernsey cattle, and he is well known over the county for 
the success he has had in this line. 

On February 7, 1893, at St. Rose’s Catholic church in Lima township Mr. 
Miley was united in marriage to Miss Crescentia Groeneveldt, a daughter of John 
Groeneveldt, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miley are the parents of eight children: Charlotte, aged eighteen, who is attend- 
ing the Manitowoc high school and will graduate with the class of 1912; Alfred, 
aged sixteen ; Georgiana, aged fifteen; Raymond, aged thirteen; Miles and Giles, 
twins, aged eleven years; Leonard, aged four; and Jerome, aged two years. 

Mr. Miley is a member of Camp No. 1073, M. W. A., of Sheboygan Falls. 
He is affiliated with the democratic party, but in local affairs is not influenced 
by party dictates. He and his family are devout members of St. Rose’s Catholic 
church of Lima Center. Mr. Miley is one of the respected citizens of Sheboygan 
county and is a man whose assistance is always to be relied upon to advance in 
every laudable way the educational, religious and social conditions of the people 
among whom he resides. 

GARRET LAMMERS. 

No history of Holland township would be complete without a record of the 
life of Garret Lammers, who is largely responsible for the early settlement of the 
district and whose constructive and organizing skill have since made him a great 
individual force in its upbuilding and development. He is at present president 
of the village of Cedar Grove and his public service is distinguished by high and 
broad-minded ideas of personal responsibility to his constituents. He was born 
in the village of Alten, in the province of Gelderland, Holland, November 12, 
1845. His father, Henry J. Lammers, died in his native country in 1846, when 

our subject was only ten months old, and his wife later married his brother, 
G. J. Lammers, and he it was who founded the family in America. He came to 
the United States in 1854, bringing with him his wife and family. He located at 
Gibbsville, Lima township, Wisconsin, and spent his entire life in America as an 
agriculturist. He died in 1875. when he was sixty-seven years of age. The 
mother of our subject, who was in her maidenhood Miss Antoinette Tubrinke, 
was also a native of the province of Gelderland, Holland, and came to America 
with her second husband. Her death occurred iri February, 1892, when she was 
Seventy-five years of age. She was the mother of five children: A. J., who is 
now living at Cascade, in Lyndon township; Garret; Hattie, who is deceased; 
James, who was a resident of Gibbsville and is deceased; and Jane, the wife of 
Peter Kommers, of Franklin, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin.
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Garret Lammers was educated in the district schools of Gibbsville and assisted 

his stepfather in the work of the farm until he was eighteen years of age. In 

that year G, J. Lammers was drafted into the service of the Federal army but 

his stepson went to the front in his stead. On the 4th of November, 1864, Gar- 

ret Lammers enlisted in Company C, Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry, under com- 

mand of Captain William Howe, and served until July 25, 1865, when he was 
mustered out at Milwaukee with his honorable discharge. He immediately 

entered the employ of J. J. Sherman, of Rockford, Illinois, for whom he traveled 
as a salesman of nursery stock throughout the state of Iowa and the surround- 

ing territory for three years. In 1868 he made the journey to his native country, 
visiting the village in which he was born and making an extended tour through- 
out Holland. He visited his old friends in that country and gave glowing ac- 
counts of the marvelous opportunities which the new country of America offered, 
On his return he brought with him one hundred and thirty-two Holland emi- 
grants, all of whom settled in what is now Holland and Lima townships. Mr. 
Lammers remained in America for one year and, seeing the prosperity of his 
fellow countrymen who had made the journey to the United States at his insti- 

gation, he determined to make another trip to Holland and this he did in 1869 
and returned with three hundred and forty-one emigrants. The greater part of 
this number settled in Holland and Lima townships with their compatriots, and 

only a few left Wisconsin for Iowa. All are now successful agriculturalists in 

the places where they began their American careers. 
In 1871 Mr. Lammers brought his organizing and developing skill to bear 

upon transportation problems. He contracted with the Northwestern Railroad 

Company to do the grading on their new line then being built through Cedar 
Grove. Mr. Lammers eventually became active as a grain buyer and was the 

first man to erect an elevator in the district lying between Sheboygan and Mil- 

waukee. He shipped the first carload of grain over the new railroad and was 

prominent and successful in this line of business for twenty-five years. At the 
end of that time he disposed of his interests in the grain elevators and has since 
lived in Cedar Grove in comparative retirement. He has, however, not given up 

his intelligent and liberal interest in the affairs of his community. For the past 
seven years he has served with distinction as president of the village of Cedar 

Grove and is still holding this office and meeting with the approval of his fel- 

low citizens, who have entrusted it to him. 

Mr. Lammers has been four times married. He first wedded Miss Anna 
C. Velt, of Cedar Grove, and to this union were born two children: Henry, who 

met death by drowning at the age of twenty years; and Loraine, now a resident 

of San Jose, California. In 1879 Mr; Lammers married Miss Anna Huisheere 

and some years after her death he was married to Miss Anna Clarebaugh, by 
whom he has one child, Antoinette, the wife of Orlando Lewis, of Cedar Grove. 

Mr. Lammers’ fourth union was with Miss Alaida Jentink, whom he wedded in 

1891, and unto them has been born a son, John, now living at home. 

Mr. Lammers is a consistent democrat in his political views but has never 

been an office seeker, although he is doing his duty ably and efficiently in his 

present public capacity. He gives his allegiance to the Presbyterian church and 

is the only charter member of that organization still living in Cedar Grove. No 

man has done more for the development and upbuilding of Holland township
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than has Mr. Lammers. He is a loyal citizen of the old country and a stanch 
supporter of the institutions of the new. His career has been a valuable contri- 
bution to the development of this section of America, which country in its capac- 
ity as a melting pot of the nations finds few such earnest, loyal and broad-minded 

citizens. 

FREDERICK KOEHN. 

Frederick Koehn occupies a central space on the stage of business activity 

in Sheboygan. He is prominent as a man whose constantly expanding powers 

have taken him from humble surroundings to the field of large enterprises and 
continually broadening opportunities. In this connection he brings to bear a 
clear understanding that readily solves complex problems and unites into a har- 
monious whole seemingly diverse interests. The American Manufacturing Com- 
pany of which he is now president, sends its output into various sections of the 
country. The plant is not only one of the most extensive in Sheboygan but 

would be a credit to a city of much larger size. It furnishes employment to 

about five hundred workmen. 

Mr. Koehn was born in this city December 8, 1860, a son of Frederick and 

Sidonia (Seifert) Koehn. The father was born in Brandenburg, Germany, 
January 5, 1837, and was a son of Frederick and Anna Elizabeth (Baalke) 
Koehn, who were married in 1832. The former was born October 13, 1811, and 

his parents were Christian and Frederica (Jones) Koehn, who were also natives 

of the same place. ; 
On the oth of July, 1853, Frederick Koehn, the father, of him whose name 

introduces this review, arrived in Sheboygan with his father the grandfather of 
our subject. The grandfather began to smoke fish for the market, which was the 
only product of this kind ever offered for sale in this city. Until 1873 he used 
a sail boat from which to secure his catch, and then built a tugboat called The 

Hoffnung and later built a larger boat called Hoffnung’s Brother. Two years 
afterward he built the Frederick Koehn. In the meantime, on the 17th of April, 

1891, he sustained a paralytic stroke after which he reorganized his business 

under the name of Frederick Koehn, Sr., Fish Company, of which he be- 

came the president. In that business he continued to the time of his death 
which occurred in 1894. His son, Frederick, the father of our subject, died 

October 22, 1890. 
Frederick Koehn, whose name stands at the head of this review, was a 

pupil in the Lutheran parochial schools until he reached the age of fourteen 

years when he began clerking in his father’s store. He was thus employed until 
1880 when he entered the sales force for the Phoenix Chair Company which he 
Tepresented as a traveling salesman for seven years, or until 1887. He then 

aided in organizing the American Manufacturing Company, of which he is now 

President. From 1888 until 1890 however, he was with the Sheboygan Chair 

Company, in the capacity of salesman. In 1892 he became one of the organizers 
.of the Frederick Koehn, Sr., Fish Company and was chosen its vice president. 

His interest and activities, however, have chiefly centered upon the growing
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business of the American Manufacturing Company, which was incorporated on 
the 17th of February, 1887, with Mr. Koehn as president. They began the 
manufacture of toys but in later years branched out to include the manufacture 
of chairs and in 1890 discontinued the making of toys. Since that time their 

efforts have been concentrated entirely upon chair manufacturing and the busi- 
ness, under the careful direction and progressive enterprising methods of Mr. 
Koehn, has become one of the most extensive productive industries not only of 

the city but of this part of the state. Mr. Koehn owned the controlling interest 
on the organization of the business and in later years with his brother Henry, 

purchased all the stock. Something of the growth of the undertaking is indi- 

cated in the fact that while forty or fifty men were originally employed more 
than five hundred names are now on the pay roll. This mammoth undertaking 

is a monument to the business ability, the constructive genius and the executive 

forces of Frederick Koehn. 

On the -16th of May, 1888, in Sheboygan, Mr. Koehn was married to Miss 
Beatrice Isabel Zillier, a daughter of Carl Zillier, and they now have two chil- 

dren, Frederick Carl and Beatrice Zillier. Mr. Koehn holds membership in 

the English Lutheran church and his political faith is that of the republican 
party. He is largely conversant with the questions and issues of the day but 
does not seek nor desire office, preferring to concentrate his energies upon busi- 

ness affairs. This close application and unfaltering energy have brought him 
to a prominent position in business circles and one which commands admiration 
and respect because of the straightforward policy he has ever followed, his 

methods being such as will bear close investigation and scrutiny. The volume of 
business of this house makes it one of the important industrial enterprises of 

the city in that it furnishes employment to hundreds of workmen. 

H. E. BOLDT. 

H. E. Boldt, beginning his business career at eighteen years of age as a 
carpenter, is now successfully engaged in dealing in lumber and building ma- 
terials. Not all days, however, have been equally bright, for at times disasters 
have threatened him and losses have come to him, but with unfaltering courage 

and unfailing energy he has sought out other opportunities and has gradually 
advanced to the goal of prosperity, his course at all times being an honorable 

and upright one. In addition to his lumber business he is well known as the 

president of the Falls Stanchion Company. The county numbers him among 
her native sons, his birth having occurred May 13, 1865, on section 15, in the 
_town of Sheboygan Falls. His father, John H. D. Boldt, was born in Mecklen- 

burg-Schwerin, Germany, November 26, 1827, and was a son of Henry Boldt, 

whose wife in her maidenhood bore the family name of Berkinhagen. Henry 
Boldt spent his entire life in Germany, where he not only followed farming but 
also engaged in linen weaving. His son, John H. D. Boldt, came to the United 
States in 1854, sailing from Hamburg to New York, where he arrived after 2 

voyage of seven weeks. By boat he proceeded westward to Sheboygan county 

and for ten years thereafter was employed as a farm hand by A. B. Dye in the
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township of Lima. He then began farming on his own account, purchasing land 
in the township of Sheboygan Falls. Immediately he began the improvement 
of this place, which continued to be his home until he retired. For about ten 

years prior to his death he lived with his son, H. E. Boldt, passing away in 1907, 
his remains being interred in the St. Lucas cemetery. 

Herman E. Boldt began his education when a little more than four years 
of age, walking two miles mornings and nights to and from district school No. 
8, his path leading most of the way through the woods. He continued to attend 

that school until twelve years of age, after which he spent two years as a pupil 
ina German Lutheran school. When sixteen years of age he began working at 

the carpenter’s trade and when nineteen years of age he began contracting and 

building on his own account, operating in Sheboygan Falls, Plymouth and the 
central portion of Sheboygan county. He was thus engaged until 1892, when, 
in company with the late Louis Ballschmieder, he purchased the old Brickner 

woolen mill and converted it into a planing mill, sash and door and general 
woodworking factory, at the same time carrying on a retail lumberyard. About 
a year later Mr. Boldt purchased Mr. Ballschmieder’s interest and carried on the 
business alone until the spring of 1895, when he sold out to:the Atlas Furniture 
Manufacturing Company, a stock company organized to manufacture tables 

and other furniture. Of this company Mr. Boldt became the president and the 

holder of a large block of stock. The business was conducted for about a year 
and a half and then the hard times of 1896 came on, in which they were unable 

to weather the storm. Collections were difficult and when two large firms that 
were heavy buyers of the Atlas Manufacturing Company were forced to close 
their doors, tying up a large amount of money, the Atlas Company was unable 
to proceed owing to the stress of circumstances in which it had become involved 

and made a voluntary assignment in favor of its creditors. Mr. Boldt was not 
only a stockholder of the company but also a heavy creditor, having advanced 

large sums of money to continue the business. All this proved a total loss, leav- 
ing him a little less than even when matters were balanced up. Never in action 

did he show any discouragement or utter a word of complaint. Bravely and 
courageously he faced the situation, resolving that earnest labor should retrieve 
his loss. He went back to his trade, doing carpenter contracting, and on a small 
scale he began to deal in lumber. In this way he continued for a number of 
years, at the end of which time his lumber business had increased to such pro- 

portions that he was obliged to concentrate his energies largely upon this branch 

of the business and cease to do any contract work. At the present time he is 

also active in the management of the Falls Stanchion Company, manufacturing 
stanchions and silos. He is president of this company, is a director, treasurer 

and member of the executive committee of the Sheboygan Falls Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, is secretary, treasurer and manager of the Woodmen Opera 

House Company and treasurer of the Sheboygan Falls Mutual Sick & Accident 
Association. He is also prominent in affairs of a public and semi-public char- 
acter, being president of the board of education, vice president of the River 

Park Improvement Company, chief of the fire department and vice president of 
the Sheboygan Falls Business Men’s Association. All this indicates the nature 
and extent of his interests and activities and shows him to be a man of marked 
public spirit and enterprise. 
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In politics Mr. Boldt has always been a republican and has ever kept 
well informed on the questions and issues of the day. When twenty-two 
years of age he was elected justice of the peace for the town of Sheboygan 
Falls and filled that position until he became a resident of the village. He was 
elected trustee in 1894 and popular suffrage called him to the office of assessor 
in 1897, 1898 and again in 1906. 

In 1895 Mr. Boldt was married to Miss Minnie Arnoldi, a daughter of August 

Arnoldi, who was born in Germany and who emigrated to America in the 50s’, 

settling on a farm in Sheboygan county. To Mr. and Mrs. Boldt five children 

have been born: Arneta, Willard, Henry, Myra and John, all at home. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Boldt were reared in the faith of the Lutheran church. He belongs 
to the Masonic lodge, in which he has held various offices, serving as treasurer 
at the present time. He also belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp and the 
Equitable Fraternal Union, in both of which he has held various offices. He is 
a man of wide business experience who has triumphed over adversity and won 
success in his ventures. Wherever he is known he has won the reputation of being 
a man of unblemished character and one who is interested in all that pertains to 
the welfare and progress of city and state. 

A. W. KUETHER. 

Mr. Kuether is one of the highly respected and enterprising citizens of She- 
boygan, where he is successfully engaged in the photographer’s business. He was 
born in Dane county, Wisconsin, April 9, 1884, and is the son of Fred and Henri- 
etta (Post) Kuether. The father was a native of Germany and removed to 

America in 1879. He took up his residence in Dane county, Wisconsin, and there 
remained for a period of six years, after which he removed to Sheboygan, where 

he spent the remaining days of his life, his death occurring in 1903. He was 
married in Germany to Miss Henrietta Post, and to them seven children were 

born, three of whom are still living: Emma, who is the wife of G. C. Glaeser, 
a photographer of Sheboygan; Minnie, who married William Grams, a farmer 

of Deerbrook; and A. W., of this review. 

A. W. Kuether was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public 

schools of Sheboygan. After completing his early education he learned photog- 

raphy and established himself in that business in 1907 in Sheboygan. In his 

first independent venture in business he was associated with C. M. Von Wald, 
with whom he continued until 1910, at which time he sold his entire interest in 
the business to Mr. Von Wald. He then purchased a store on the corner of 

Eighth and St. Clair streets, where he established one of the finest photograph 

galleries in Sheboygan, and to the interests of his business he has since given 
his entire attention and has met with very gratifying success. 

On April 24, 1909, Mr. Kuether was united in marriage to Miss Ella Zimbal, 

a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Zimbal, both natives of Sheboygan county. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Kuether has been born a son, Milton. Mr. Kuether is one of 

the best known and most accomplished photographers in the city of Sheboygan. 
His fine and well appointed gallery, located on the corner of Eighth and St.
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Clair streets, is one of the best known places of its kind in this part of the state. 
His success has been due entirely to his ability as a photographer, his artistic 

inclinations and the constant and unremitting attention with which he has cared 

for the interests of his business. He is universally respected among his friends 

and associates and is interested in every enterprise seeking the improvement of 
the people of his state and county. 

ROBERT C. STOLPER. 

A large number of residents of Sheboygan county have chosen as their 

means of livelihood the occupation of dairy farming, and through this avenue of 
activity Robert C. Stolper has gained a creditable degree of success and a place 
among the progressive and prosperous agriculturists of his community. He was 
born in. Sheboygan county, his birth occurring in Sherman township on the 3d 
of November, 1873, a son of Ernest and Lena (Kaiser) Stolper. The father 
was born in Germany in December, 1852, and when but two years of age was 

brought by his parents to America, where he was reared upon his father’s farm 
and attended the public schools. When he attained the age of twenty-one he 
was married and started out in life on his own account, purchasing a tract of 
sixty acres, to which he added by subsequent purchases of forty acres, eighty 

acres and twenty acres respectively. Thus he became the owner of property 

consisting in all of two hundred acres, a large part of which he cleared and put 
under cultivation, and upon which he made many improvements and erected 

the necessary buildings. That tract remained his home throughout the remainder 
of his days, his death occurring in 1889. In 1873 he had married Miss Lena 
Kaiser, who was born in 1854 and was a daughter of George Kaiser, a native 

of Saxony, Germany. Her father came to America at a very early day and 
located on the farm upon which the subject of this review now resides. There 
his death occurred. Mrs. Stolper passed away in 1894. By her marriage to 

Ernest Stolper she became the mother of six children of whom Robert C. is 
the eldest. The others are as follows: Clara, the wife of William Hillger, of 

Beecher, Illinois; William, residing in Sherman township; Herman, making his 

home in Lucerne, Iowa; Elizabeth, who married Fred Rademacher, of Chicago, 

Illinois ; and Albert, a resident of West Chicago, Illinois. 

Robert C. Stolper acquired his education in the public schools of this county 
and his father’s farm was the training ground upon which he received his 
preparatory training for the practical duties of life. In 1898 he began life in- 

dependently through the purchase of a tract of two hundred acres which originally 
belonged to his maternal grandfather, and that farm has continued to remain his 

Place of residence. He has placed many additional improvements upon the 
farm, remodelling the brick house originally erected upon it and building new 
barns and outbuildings, and it is today one of the most valuable and desirable 
farms in the locality. In connection with the tilling of the soil he makes a 
Specialty of dairy farming and keeps on hand a fine herd, half of which con- 

sists of registered Holstein cattle, while the remainder is graded stock. He
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raises some full-blooded cattle which he sells and also uses for replenishing 

his own herd. 

In 1898 Mr. Stolper was united in marriage to Miss Emma Schreiber, who 

was born in Sherman township, August 20, 1874, a daughter of Ernest and Wjl- 

helmina (Ferk) Schreiber. The father, who was born in Silesia, Germany, was 

sixteen years of age when he came to America with his father, John Schreiber, 
in 1860. They first located at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where they remained for 

two years, after which they came to Sherman township, where John Schreiber 

purchased a farm which remained his home until his death, which occurred 

shortly afterward, in 1869. Ernest Schreiber then took charge of the home- 

stead and continued in its operation until his retirement from business, in 1909, 
at which time he removed to Plymouth and now makes his home in that city. 

Shortly after his arrival in America he joined the Twenty-sixth Wisconsin 
Infantry and for three years served in the Civil war. During that period he was 
wounded, and after the close of hostilities returned home with a most creditable 

military record. He was married to Miss Wilhelmina Ferk, who was born in 
1851, and unto them eight children were born, namely: Ida, the wife of Louis 

Weinhold, of Sherman township; Mrs. Stolper; Clara, who lives with her par- 
ents; Louisa, who married Herman Ludwig, of Sherman township; Fred, of 

Plymouth township; Lisetta, the wife of Oscar Weinhold, of this township; 
and-Anna and Oscar, who both reside at home. In the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stolper are seven children, Alma, Nelda, Harold, Vynita, Erna, Linda and 

Nora. The parents are members of the Lutheran church and the family is one 

of the prominent ones of Sherman township. Although manifesting a public- 
spirited interest in the general welfare and development of the community in 

which he resides, Mr. Stolper has never figured prominently in public life nor 
has he ever sought political honors, preferring to devote his entire time and 
attention to his private affairs. He belongs to the Holstein-Friesian Association 
of Sheboygan county and has been an active and potent force in the work of 

improving the standard of stock in his section. He is one of the prominent 
stock breeders in Sheboygan county and the products of his dairy are well known 

for their excellence. 

JOHN M. GROENEVELDT. 

John M. Groeneveldt is successfully engaged in the cultivation of a well im- 

proved farm located on section 15 in Lima township, Sheboygan county, Wis- 
consin. He was born in Kewaunee county, Wisconsin, March 11, 1861, and is 

a son of John M. and Caroline (Braunegger) Groeneveldt. The former was 
born in Holland, January 12, 1830, the latter on February 26, 1839, in Baden, 
near the Rhine, Germany. The paternal grandparents of our subject were Melle 
T. and Gerdiena M. (Ravelkus) Groeneveldt. The former, a native of Holland, 

was born October 18, 1802, while the birth of the latter occurred on the 14th of 

October, 1809. They celebrated their marriage in 1829, and emigrated to Amer- 
ica at an early day, settling first in Milwaukee in April, 1847. They continued 
to live there until the following May, when they removed to Sheboygan county,
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where the grandfather purchased eighty acres of land located on section 36 in 

Lima township. This land was covered with virgin forest and was purchased by 

the grandfather for a dollar and a quarter per acre. On that property he estab- 
lished his home, building first a log house and barn, and there continued to live 

for twelve or fifteen years, after which time he sold the place and moved to 

Lima township, at which place he lived for several years, and then took up his 

abode in Oostburg, where his death occurred on December 13, 1885, at the age 
of eighty-three years. His wife died in Lima township in 1848. 

John M. Groeneveldt, Sr., the father of our subject, emigrated to America 

with his parents in 1847 and remained under the parental roof during the early 
years of his manhood. Some time after attaining his majority he went to Her- 
man township, where he was engaged at work on a farm for a brief period and 

later worked in Sheboygan township, during which time he cut wood on the lot 

where now stands the north side Catholic church. He later removed to Lake 
Superior county, Michigan, where he was engaged in work in the Calumet-Hecla 

mines for five years. During the years in which he was at work in the mines 

he made several trips to Sheboygan for the purpoose of buying milch cows for 

his friends and acquaintances living in Kewaunee county. On leaving the min- 

ing districts he returned to Lima township and in the spring of 1866 he pur- 

chased a farm of eighty acres located on section 15, where the subject of this 
review now lives. In 1892 the father added by purchase nineteen acres located 
on section 16, directly across the road from his house, thus giving him a total 
of ninety-nine acres of tillable farm land. On that property he continued to live 
until the time of his death, which occurred February 16, 1906, at the age of 
seventy-six years. He was united in marriage in Kewaunee county on August 1, 
1858, to Miss Caroline Braunegger, a daughter of Ignatz and Crescentia Brau- 

negger, both of whom were natives of Germany and who came to America in 

1854, locating first in Clevelarid, Ohio, where they continued to reside for a num- 

ber of years, after which they moved to Kewaunee county, Wisconsin, and later 
settled in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, where the father died in 1878 and the 
mother in 1880. Mrs. Caroline (Braunegger) Groeneveldt passed away on the 
home farm in Lima township, June 15, 1909. She was the mother of nine chil- 
dren, as follows: Melle; John M., of this review; Mary, the wife of Peter 

Kampmann, of Oostburg; Henry, who lives with his brother John; Crescentia, the 

wife of George Miley, of whom more extended mention is made on another 
page of this work; Gertrude, the wife of John Walsh, of Lima township; Caro- 

line, who is the iwfe of Dan Murphy and resides in Lima township; Rose, the 
wife of George Eby, of Lima township; and Julia, the wife of Cassius Johnson, 

of Oshkosh. 
John M. Groeneveldt, Jr., was reared in his parents’ home and received his 

elementary education in the district schools of Lima Center, Wisconsin. He re- 
mained under the parental roof and was engaged in work for his father until he 
was twenty-one years of age. He then went to Sheboygan, where he learned the 
druggist’s business, which he followed for a few months only and then returned 
to his home and spent one winter in the lumber camps of Clark county, Wiscon- 

sin. For four seasons afterward he worked with a threshing crew in the com- 
munity in which he was reared. In 1894 he rented the home farm, on which he 

Was engaged in general farming as a renter until 1910, at which time his father’s
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estate passed through the probate court and the subject of this review bought 

the interest of the heirs in the property, thereby coming into possession as owner 

of the old homestead. On that property he has since continued to reside and 

has been continuously engaged in agricultural pursuits, making a specialty of 
dairy farming. 

Mr. Groeneveldt was united in marriage on June 19, 1894, at St. Patrick’s 
church at Adell, Sherman township, to Miss Mary Mulvey, a daughter of Frank 

and Bridget (Miley) Mulvey. Her parents were among the early pioneers of 

Lima township and died many years ago. Mrs. Groeneveldt died March 28, 1895. 
John M. Groeneveldt is affiliated with the democratic party and for the past 

five years has been assessor of Lima township and for twelve years has been the 

treasurer of the school district in which he lives. He is a member of the St. 
Rose Catholic church. Mr. Groeneveldt is one of the enterprising men of Lima 
township and is known among his friends and associates to be a man of strict 

integrity of character and is esteemed as one of the worthy and useful citizens of 
his part of the state. 

THEODORE CONRARDY. 

Theodore Conrardy is the owner and proprietor of the Excelsior Laundry, 

which is one of the largest and most successful enterprises of the kind located 
in Sheboygan. He is a native of the grand duchy of Luxemburg, his birth 
having there occurred on the 17th of June, 1869, and a son of Johann and Mar- 
guerite Conrardy. The parents passed their entire lives in Luxemburg, the 

father’s death occurring in 1905 and that of the mother in 1911. 
The boyhood and youth of Theodore Conrardy were passed in the land of 

his birth, where he acquired his education. At the age of eighteen years he de- 
cided to become a citizen of the United States and in 1887 crossed the Atlantic, 
landing in New York city. From there he came direct to Sheboygan, and a few 
days thereafter obtained employment on a lake boat that supplied spikes to the 

fishermen. At the close of the season he followed any occupation that afforded 

him the opportunity of making an honest living, subsequently obtaining a posi- 

tion as finisher in a veneer factory, where he was employed for eight years. 
As he was ambitious and desirous to engage in business for himself, he saved 

during that time systematically as much as possible from his earnings. In 
1897 he resigned his position and investing his capital in the necessary equip- 
ment engaged in the laundry business. He was well qualified to make a success 
of this as he had worked at the business in the old country, and his wife, who 
assisted him during the early days, was also experienced in laundry work. In 

April, 1898, they removed to their present quarters and during the intervening 
years have built up such an excellent trade that they now own one of the largest 

and best patronized laundries in the city. Mr. Conrardy is a man of practical 
ideas and progressive methods and he has spared no expense in equipping his 
plant, which is provided with every modern appliance and improvement essen- 
tial to the successful operation of an establishment of this kind. Motor, elec- 
trical and steam power are utilized in turning out the work, which is done
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promptly and in a first-class manner. It has been his policy from the first to 
satisfy his patrons and he has succeeded so well in his efforts that it now re- 

quires the service of twenty-four people to do the laundry work, and during the 
busy season he is sometimes compelled to engage extra help. 

In this city on the 26th of January, 1897, Mr. Conrardy was united in mar- 

riage to Miss Katherine Stolz, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Stolz, and 
a native of Germany. The father, who was a stone cutter by trade, died in the 

old country, but the mother passed her final days in Sheboygan. Seven children 

have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Conrardy, two of whom died in infancy. The 
others are Marie, Adela, Theodore, Jr., Vera and Victor. The three eldest are 

attending the parochial school. The family home is located at 1124 Georgia 
avenue, where Mr. Conrardy owns a pleasant and commodious residence. 

The family attend the Roman Catholic church of which the parents are 
communicants and Mr. Conrardy is also a member of the Knights of Columbus 
and the Sheboygan Lodge of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. He is 
independent in his political views, giving his support to such men and measures 

as he deems best qualified to serve the highest interests of the people. The suc- 
cess that has crowned the efforts of Mr. Conrardy is the result of unremitting 

diligence and perseverance, as he came to America in his early manhood with 

no capital save his determination of purpose and the wonderful hopefulness of 
youth. 

WILLIAM F. MOELLER. 

Highly respected and well known among the business men of Sheboygan 
county, William F. Moeller at present occupies the very responsible position of 

vice president and treasurer of the Optenberg Iron Works, with which he has 
been identified for the past sixteen years. He was born in New Holstein, 

Calumet county, Wisconsin, October 29, 1878, and is the son of William and 

Wilhelmina (Koehlmer) Moeller, both of whom were natives of Germany. 

The father emigrated to America with his older brother when a boy of but nine 

years and settled in the state of New York, where he continued to live for a 

number of years. When a young man he removed to Wisconsin and located 
in the northwestern Lake Superior country, where he was engaged as a miner 

in the Calumet copper mines, in which he continued to be employed for several 
years. In 1880 he removed to New Holstein, Calumet county, and there engaged 

in farming for twenty successive years. He later sold his farm and moved to 
the town of Plymouth, in this county, where he lived retired until his death, 

which occurred shortly before he had attained his seventieth year. He was 
united in wedlock to Wilhelmina Koehlmer, a native of Germany, who emi- 

grated to America with her parents when she was a small child, the family set- 

tling in Sheboygan. Mrs. Moeller is still living and maintains her residence in 

Plymouth. In her family were twelve children, of whom nine survive, the sub- 

ject of this review being the only son and the only one of the children residing 
in Sheboygan county.
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William F. Moeller was educated in the public schools of New Holstein and 
Plymouth and after completing his common-school education he pursued a com- 

plete course in practical mechanics in the International Correspondence School of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. He started in life for himself as an employe in a fur- 

niture factory at Plymouth and continued in that occupation for two years, after 

which he removed to Sheboygan and entered the employ of the Optenberg Iron 
Works, working as an apprentice for three years. His faithful attention to the 
interests of the company and his ability as a workman secured for him advance- 

ment and in due time he was promoted to the responsible position of foreman, 
in which capacity he has continued for the past seven years. He has also served 

as vice president and treasurer for the past four years and is ably discharging 

the duties of those offices. He is the owner of a beautiful home, which he 

erected at No. 818 Dillingham avenue, Sheboygan, where he now resides with 
his family. 

On October 13, 1906, Mr. Moeller was united in marriage to Miss Anna 
Bube, a daughter of August Bube, who is employed as foreman in the shops of 
the Jenkins Machine Company, of Sheboygan. To Mr. and Mrs. Moeller has 
been born a daughter, Edna. Mr. and Mrs. Moeller are members of the Lu- 
theran church of Sheboygan and are earnest workers in its behalf. Mr. Moeller 

is a man whose reputation for integrity and trustworthiness in business matters 
is well established throughout Sheboygan county. He devotes his time and 

energies to the interests of his business and he never hesitates to lend his aid 

and cooperation to any measure which has for its object the advancement and 
improvement of the welfare of the people in his part of the state. 

WILLIAM DEBBINK. 

William Debbink engages in dairying in Lima township, where he owns a 
farm of fifty-three acres located on sections 13 and 14. He is descended from 

a substantial Holland family and was born in the province of Gelderland, Hol- 
land, on the 22d of April, 1870. His parents were born, reared and married 
in that province, the father’s natal day being the 8th of August, 1808, and that 

of the mother October 9, 1834. They emigrated to the United States with their 

family in 1877, coming direct to Gibbsville, this township. Here the father sub- 
sequently purchased forty acres of land located on section 14, diligently apply- 

ing his energies to its further improvement and cultivation during the remainder 

of his active life. He passed away on the 12th of November, 1896, but the 
mother is still living and continues to reside on the home farm. They became 
the parents of four children, of whom our subject is the youngest. In order of 

birth the others are as follows: G. H., who is a resident of Lima township; D. 

John, who is a contractor in Milwaukee; and Hannah, the wife of William 
Riemes of Marathon county, Wisconsin. 

The education of William Debbink was begun in the schools of his. native 
land, where he passed the first seven years of his life, and completed in the dis- 

trict schools of Lima township. He was early trained in habits of thrift and 
industry, and while still in his boyhood was assigned regular duties about the
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farm. After leaving school he gave his entire time to assisting his father with 
the cultivation of the home place until he was married, when he leased the home- 
stead, operating the same as a renter for eight years. At the expiration of that 
time he purchased twenty acres of it. Three years prior to this he had bought 
thirty-three acres of land on section 13, just across the road from his father’s 
property, making his holdings aggregate fifty-three acres. He engages in gen- 
eral farming and raises stock but also makes a specialty of dairying, in which 
line he is meeting with a good measure of success. His cattle, of which some 
are registered, are all high-grade Holsteins, which breed he deems best adapted 
to his purposes. 

At Cedar Grove, on the 17th of March, 1897, Mr. Debbink was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Ebbers, a daughter of H. J. Ebbers, of that place, and to them 
have been born four children: Henry, who is fourteen years of age; Bernard, 
who has passed the ninth anniversary of his birth; Helen, who will soon cele- 
brate her eighth birthday ; and Agnes, who is in her fifth year. 

The family are members of the Dutch Reformed church of Gibbsville, and 
his political allegiance Mr. Debbink gives to the republican party. He is an am- 
bitious man of tireless energy and practical ideas, whose undertakings are care- 
fully considered and systematically directed toward the achievement of a definite 
purpose, and therein lies the secret of the prosperity which is attending his 
efforts. 

GARRET W. GROTENHUIS. 

The life of Garret W. Grotenhuis has been an influential factor in promoting 
business development in Cedar Grove, Wisconsin, and in the adjoining districts, 
and although he has now practically retired from active life he still keeps up 
his interest in many important enterprises in the city and is always .ready to 
cooperate in the promotion of municipal growth. Mr. Grotenhuis is a native 
of Holland township where he was born on November 4, 1865. His father, 
Henry W. Grotenhuis, was born in Gelderland, Holland, July 3, 1826, and re- 
mained in his native country assisting his father, John W. Grotenhuis, in the 
operation of a farm and a shop where he made wooden shoes by hand. He came ~ 
to America when he was a young man and resided in New York for six years. 
At the end of that time he came to Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where he 
settled upon a farm and operated and improved it until his death on February 
17, 1902. 

Garret W. Grotenhuis was educated in district school No. 10, and worked 
for his father upon the farm until he was eighteen years of age. At that time 
he purchased a cheese factory in the operation of which he was successful for 
six years. He then bought a general store in Cedar Grove and was successful 
as a merchant for eleven years, bringing to the operation of this enterprise an 
industry and intelligence which, combined with his honorable business methods, 
tesulted in a high degree of prosperity. He eventually sold his store and pur- 
chased three cheese factories in Holland township. He sold two of these at a 
good profit and operated the third for over seven years. When he finally aban- ©
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doned this line of occupation he bought a half interest in a general store at 

Cedar Grove and, in partnership with Henry Kippe, did a constantly growing 
business for two years. He traded his half interest in this store to his partner 
at the expiration of the two years, receiving in exchange a whole interest in the 
buiiding. At the present time Mr. Grotenhuis is engaged in the buying and 

selling of cheese throughout the districts surrounding Cedar Grove. He is a 
public-spirited and progressive citizen and is interested in many enterprises 

along industrial and financial lines. He holds stock in the Bank of Cedar Grove, 
and is actively connected with the Cedar Grove foundry. 

Mr. Grotenhuis was married to Miss Lizzie Steen, a daughter of Henry and 

Elizabeth (Ongena) Steen, both of whom were born in The Netherlands and 
came to this country in 1867 settling in the township of Holland. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Grotenhuis three children were born: Ulysses, on May 10, 1896; Olive, 

on June 4, 1898; and Allen, on August 2, 1905. Mr. Grotenhuis has resided 
in Holland township all his life and has attained gradually the position which 
he now holds in the respect and esteem of his fellow citizens. He gave his 

energies to promoting his own prosperity along legitimate lines and is also more 

broadly interested in the general welfare. 

ALEXANDER F. ADAMS. 

Alexander F. Adams is one of the respected citizens of Lima township, 
Sheboygan county, and has been engaged in the government railway mail service 

since 1892. He is the owner of a well improved farm, all of which he operates 
under a lease except five acres, on which he has built a modern and commodious 

residence in which he and his family reside. He was born July 14, 1863, and is 

a son of Alexander F. Adams, Sr., and Mary L. (Needham) Adams, both of 

whom were natives of Niagara county, New York. The ancestral record of the 
family has been traced back to Samuel Adams, who was one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence and the real father of the American revolution. 
The paternal grandfather, who was also Samuel Adams, was an officer in the 

War of 1812. The father, Alexander F. Adams, Sr., was born November 22, 

1821, in Niagara county, New York, and in 1851 with his wife and family he 
moved to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and at once purchased eighty acres of land 

located on section 12 in Lima township, where now lives the subject of this re- 
view. The father lived upon that property until the time of his death, which 

occurred on March 10, 1863. At Lockport, New York, November 22, 1845, he 
married Miss Mary L. Needham, who was born in Niagara county, New York, 
May 19, 1820. Six years after his marriage he removed to Wisconsin, where 

he established his home, as above recited, and where his wife died April 16, 
1903. Her father’s family were of Irish descent and through maternal ancestors 

she was descended from the Beach family, the first of whom came over in the 
Mayflower and settled with the Plymouth colony in Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
To Mr. and Mrs, Adams six children were born: George, who died in infancy; 
Emma, the wife of F. T. Fairchild, of Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin; Charles, who 
died in infancy; Anna M., who for many years has been engaged in teaching
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in the public schools, also devoting much time to the teaching of instrumental 
music, and who lives on the home farm with the subject of this review; John B., 

who died at the age of seven years; and Alexander F. Alexander F. Adams, 

Sr., was a loyal adherent of the republican party and took an active part in local 
politics. For several years he was town superintendent of schools and held 
various other township offices. At the outbreak of the Civil war he organized 
Company H, which later became a part of the First Regiment of Wisconsin 

Volunteer Infantry, and while drilling his company he was overcome by heat 
and over-work, from the results of which he did not recover. Mr. and Mrs. 

Adams during life attained considerable note as writers for the press and also 
for the current magazine publications. After the death of Mr. Adams one of 
his poems was read by the editor of the Sheboygan Times at an old settlers “ 

meeting at Sheboygan Falls. 

Alexander F. Adams was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 
education in the public schools of Sheboygan Falls and was later graduated from 
the high school of that city with the class of 1881. Immediately following his 
graduation he was engaged at work on his father’s farm during the summer 
seasons and taught school during the winter months, teaching for one year at 

Gibbsville and for an equal length of time in Lima township. In 1892 he be- 
came an employe in the government railway mail service, in which he has since 

continued, and for the past seventeen years he has been on the Ishpeming-Chicago 
run. He owns a farm of ninety acres, of which he rents all but five, which he 
retains for residence purposes. In 1903 he erected a modern house, in which he 
and his family now live. In addition to his farm property he is also one of 
the stockholders in the State Bank of Sheboygan Falls. 

Mr. Adams was united in marriage in Sheboygan Falls, November 10, 1885, 

to Miss Sarah J. Chapman, a daughter of Andrew and Rebecca (Huntley) ' 
Chapman, both of whom are now deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Adams seven 
children were born: Harry A., residing at Sheboygan Falls; Florence E., who 

passed away at the age of four years; and Grace, Alexander F., Dorothy H., 
Mary B., and Sarah L., aged respectively, fifteen, twelve, ten, eight and six years. 

Mr. Adams is affiliated with the republican party, and fraternally is a mem- 
ber of Camp No. 1073, M. W. A., of Sheboygan Falls. He is one of the highly 
respected citizens of the community in which he lives and his long term of 
service in the employ of the government is a guaranteé for his integrity, which 
places him among the reliable and useful men of his part of the state. 

WATSON D. CROCKER. 

Volumes have been written concerning success but no matter how much fan- 

tastic theorizing one may indulge in concerning the causation of success he must 
ultimately arrive at the conclusion that industry intelligently directed is the basis 

of all honorable prosperity. Recognizing this fact at the outset of his business 
career Watson D. Crocker has, through diligence and determination, reached a 
Prominent and enviable position in commercial and industrial circles of She- 
boygan as president of the Crocker Chair Company. He was born in Crown
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A. Zundel, secretary of the Crocker Chair Company; and Ann, the wife of C. F. 

Brigham of Cleveland, Ohio, who is a member of the Glidden Varnish Company. 
From early boyhood Mr. Crocker has made his home in Sheboygan and has 

been closely identified with its interests and activities through all the intervening 
years covering more than half a century. In matters of citizenship he is as true 

and loyal as when he followed the old flag on southern battlefields, and any 
movement calculated to benefit the community can count upon his cooperation 

and support. 

JOHN W. LIEBENSTEIN. 

The insurance interests of Scott township are ably represented by John 

W. Liebenstein, who has been engaged in that line of activity for’a number of 
years. He brings to insurance circles in Batavia, Wisconsin, an undoubted 

talent for the business, industry and intelligence of a rare order, and honorable 

methods of dealing, which are his heritage from a long line of worthy ances- 
tors. He was born in Baden, Germany, December 28, 1845, a son of Philip and 

Louisa (Krueger) Liebenstein. His father’s family for a number of years 
were farmers in the duchy where John W. Liebenstein was born. Philip 
Liebenstein was the first of the name to come to America, arriving in this 
country with his family in 1846, and locating in Washington county, Wiscon- 

sin, settling upon a tract of timber land which he cleared and upon which he lived 
until about 1865. At that date he removed to Sheboygan county, Scott town- 
ship, section 12, where he engaged in general farming until 1870, when he moved 
over to Sherman township, following the same occupation until he retired from 

active life, when he returned to Scott township and made his home with his 

son, Conrad, with whom he was living at the time of his death. He was the 

father of seven children: Philip, now living in Scott township; Katharine, the wife 

of Louis Rahskopf, of Aberdeen, South Dakota; John W., the subject of this 

sketch ; Conrad, of Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin; Louis, now living in Plymouth 

township, Sheboygan county; Mary, the deceased wife of Ferdinand Hudel, of 
Butternut, Wisconsin; and Louisa, who became the wife of William Kemnitz, 

and is now living in Aberdeen, South Dakota. 
John W. Liebenstein was raised upon his father’s farm, acquiring a knowl- 

edge of the details of that occupation and a love for its life which he never lost. 

He attended the public schools of the district for a short time, leaving them to 
enter the Beria-Wallace College, of Beria, Ohio, where he spent two years. The 

Civil war had been in progress for two years when he reached the age of 
eighteen years. He enlisted at that time in Company B, Twenty-sixth Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry. He was with Sherman on his famous march to the sea, 

took part in the battle of Atlanta and received his honorable discharge when 
the war was ended, returning to the home farm and engaging in the occupation 
of agriculture for some time. In 1869 he bought a sawmill at Batavia, Wisconsin, 
which he operated for a number of years with great success, selling out to engage 
in the insurance business to which he added, for a few years, a line of farm im- 

plements, a branch of business which he later gave up to devote his entire atten-
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tion to the insurance business. In this line he has since continued and his indus- 
try and fair dealing have been rewarded with remarkable success. 

In 1869 J. W. Liebenstein married Catharine Haag, who was born in Marion 
county, Ohio, February 1, 1851, a daughter of Fred and Rachel (Clay) Haag. 
Mrs. Liebenstein’s parents were natives of Baden, Germany, but came to Amer- 

“ica in 1840, settling in Marion county, Ohio, where they remained until 1854, when 
they came to Wisconsin and located in Sherman township. Frederick Haag 
engaged in the occupation of general farming until his retirement from active life, 
when he removed to Batavia, where he is now living at the age of eighty-seven 
with his wife, who is eighty-one years of age. Frederick Haag was the father 
of three children: Jacob, now living in Rising City, Nebraska; Catharine, who 
married the subject of this sketch; and Mary Ann, who married J. L. Loebs of 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, and is deceased. Mrs. Liebenstein died July 19, 1909, 
leaving eight children: Emma, the wife of August Hunholtz, of Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, who is the mother of four children; Louisa, who married H. D. Johnston, 

of Oneida county, Wisconsin, and who is now the mother of two children: Ella, 
who married John Torke, of Lyndon township, and has six children; Ida, who 

resides at home; Walter C., of Rhinelander, Wisconsin; Olive, residing in Chi- 
cago, Illinois; Erwin, who is in business in Rhinelander; and Alma, residing in 
Los Angeles, California. 

Mr. Liebenstein is a well known and popular figure in Scott township. He is 
a public-spirited citizen, taking an intelligent interest and an active part in local 
politics. His talents in this direction were recognized in 1892 by his election 
to the Wisconsin legislature where he served his term with great ability and was 
recognized as a leader in every movement making for progress. For seventeen 
years he held the office of chairman of Scott township, and is now serving in 
that capacity. He was for ten years clerk of the township and has been a justice 
of the peace for more than a quarter of a century. He served as clerk of the 
district schools for twenty years and his influence in educational circles of his 
native county has been widespread and effective. He is a devoted member of 
the Evangelical Association. He is now in the sixty-seventh year of his age, 
a kindly, benignant and gentle man. He is widely known in this section where 
his commanding presence, his dignified figure and his full white beard make him 

well known to the children of his district and well beloved by their parents. 

ARTHUR HORNECK. 

Arthur Horneck has for a number of years been closely connected with the 
commercial interests of the village of Elkhart Lake. He was born December 6, 
1874, in the town of Rhine, Sheboygan county. His father, Phillip Horneck, 

was a native of Germany, born February 16, 1830. He came to Wisconsin May 
16, 1848, when a youth of eighteen years, and was first employed at farm labor 

in Germantown at fifty dollars per year. On the 1st of January, 1854, he married 
Cathrina Hartman. About four years before or in 1850 he had come to She- 
boygan county and secured a homestead of forty acres in the town of Rhine, 
after which he became identified with agricultural interests, spending his remain-
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ing days upon the old home farm, which he converted into a well improved and 
valuable property. He was prominent in politics but never held office outside of 
his township. He acted as chairman of the town board and was town treasurer 

for several terms and was interested in all that was of vital worth in the up- 
building of the section in which he lived. He was active in the*Odd Fellows i 
society for many years and spent his last days quietly upon the homestead, where 

he passed away May 11, 1907, at the age of seventy-seven. He is still survived 
by his wife. Their family numbered twelve children, seven sons and five daugh- 

ters. 

Arthur Horneck attended the district schools and was reared to farm life 

until he reached the age of twelve years, when he left home and started to work 
in a cheese factory, being thus employed for two years, one-half of which time 
was spent in the employ of his brother. He also worked at the blacksmith’s trade 

for a year and a half, at the end of which time he went to Milwaukee, where 

he was employed at different occupations for four years. Subsequently he took 

up his abode in Sheboygan and worked in the malt house connected with the 
Schreier Brewery for several years. On the expiration of that period he turned 
his attention to general merchandising in connection with his brother, Robert. 

They purchased the store of Charles Griem and conducted it in connection with a 
saloon until August, 1910, when they sold the store to J. Vick & Son and are 

now attending their saloon business. 
On the 29th of January, 1903, Mr. Horneck was married to Miss Bertha 

Dexheimer, a daughter of George and Elizabeth Dexheimer, of the town of 
Rhine. Four children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. Horneck, namely: 

Elmer, born April 29, 1904; Malcom, born August 1, 1905; Dorothea, June 6, 

1907; and Margaret, April 29, 1911. 
In his political views Mr. Horneck is liberal, supporting such men and meas- 

ures as he deems worthy of support, irrespective of party lines. He stands high 
in the community, is popular with his fellow townsmen and has many admir- 

able traits of character, which have won him warm friendships. 

EDWARD A. BEMIS. 

The profession of medicine offers to its followers more than mere material 
rewards. It is a science in which high-minded devotion to a worthy cause, gen- 
tleness, and a humane instinct count in an equal degree with technical education 
and efficient methods. There is no more prominent example of the truth of this 
statement than Edward A. Bemis, now a practicing physician in Batavia, Wis- 
consin, of which district his father was one of the most prominent pioneers. 

Edward Bemis was born in Lyndon township, November 28, 1867, and is a 
son of A. D. and Celia M. (Doane) Bemis, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere 

in this volume. The father was born in America, November 29, 1836, coming 
to Sheboygan county at an early age. The conditions which he found there were 
primitive in the extreme and he was compelled to endure many of the privations 

and hardships incident to pioneer life. He is still living on his splendidly im- 
proved farm in Lyndon township. The qualities of hard work, indefatigable
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industry and keen intelligence which assisted the elder Bemis in the upbuild- 
ing of his section of the country help his son today to be a more broad-minded, 
tolerant and humane physician. 

Edward A. Bemis was educated in the public schools of his native district 
and graduated from the high school of Plymouth in 1881. He spent the years 
from 1881 to 1885 as a teacher in the schools of Lyndon township after which 
period he entered the Northwestern University of Chicago and graduated from 
the medical department with the class of 1888. He began to’practice immediately 
in Batavia, Scott township, and his clientage has been increasing year by yeat 
since that time. 

On April 4, 1889, Mr. Bemis was united in marriage to Miss Edna Ford, a 
native of Lyndon township, having been born in that section April 17, 1868. 
She was a daughter of Benjamin and Eliza (Johnston) Ford, early settlers and 
prominent pioneers of Lyndon township. Mr. and Mrs. Bemis are the parents 
of two children, Muriel and Ira. 

Dr. Bemis has gained a reputation in his native county as an efficient and : 
thoroughly dependable physician. He keeps his knowledge up-to-date by his 
through acquaintance with all modern discoveries and his personal characteris- 
tics of broad humanity and high intelligence have been valuable assets to him 
in a profession which calls at every point for a remarkable degree of efficiency 
and a mental breadth of view. 

FRED W. BORN. 

Like many of the prosperous farmers of Sheboygan county Fred W. Born is 

now operating the land which was the property of his father before him and 
upon which his family have lived since their settlement in America in 1869. 
He is a native of this section, having been born in Sheboygan county, on the 
old homestead, October 6, 1873. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Fred W. 
Born, both natives of Germany. The father’s birth occurred at Aschersleben 
and the mother’s at Quedlinburg. They were married in their native country 
in 1866 and came to the United States and settled in Sheboygan county in 
1869. The'father was a lieutenant in the German army and fought in the 
Austrian war in 1866. He followed the occupation of an agriculturist in Ger- 

many and when he came to America he bought the farm in Sheboygan county 
upon which his son now resides. He was engaged in the cultivation of the soil 
until his death in 1898. His wife is still surviving him, a resident of Sheboy- 
gan. They were the parents of three children: Walter, who is married and 
engaged in the engineering business in Chicago; Paul, also married and a motor- 
man in the employ of the Milwaukee Street Railway Company; and Fred, the 
subject of this review. 

The last named received his early education in the district schools of his 
native township. He spent his boyhood and early youth upon his father’s farm, 
assisting in the work of cultivating the fields and raising the stock. He was 
married on October 7, 1894, and immediately afterward moved to Sheboygan, 
where he remained for three years in the employ of the Schreier Brewing Com-
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pany. In the spring of 1898 he bought the old homestead and the land sur- 

rounding it and upon this he now makes his home. He is engaged in general 
farming but makes a specialty of the cultivation of fine fruit. He gives his 
personal attention and supervision to this branch of agriculture and has been 
remarkably successful along this line. He takes a scientific interest in the care 
of his orchards and his harvests increase in size and quality every year. He is 

also deeply interested in his dairy and has one of the most modernly equipped 

and efficient dairy farms in this section of the country. His milk, butter and 
cheese find a ready sale upon the market and he himself operates a milk route 
in Sheboygan. 

On the 7th of October, 1894, Mr. Born was united in marriage to Miss Ida 
Hartman, a daughter of John and Mary Hartman, the former a prominent farm- 

er of Sheboygan county. To Mr. and Mrs. Born have been born six children, 
Arthur, Ella, Fred, Walter, Esther and Edgar. Mr. Born gives his political al- 

legiance to the republican party and has always taken a keen interest in local 

public affairs. Although he has never sought public office for himself, he has 
served for six years as clerk of school district No. 3 and has made a record 
for honesty and efficiency along this line. He and his family are prominent 

members of the German Lutheran church and are actively interested in the 
welfare of that organization. The dairy and fruit farms of Sheboygan county 
are among the most active factors in the development of this section and Mr. 

‘Born has done his part to promote the welfare and progress of his native 

township and county by his thorough and scientific cultivation of his land and 
his active and efficient operation of his dairy. 

ROBERT J. STOLPER. 

Robert J. Stolper is one of the valued and respected farmers of Sheboygan 
county, where he is engaged in the cultivation of a farm of eighty acres, located 

in the township of Sherman. He was born July 17, 1862, and is the son of 
Frederick Stolper, of whom an extended review is published elsewhere in this 
work, 

Robert J. Stolper was reared in his father’s home and educated in a German 
school of Sherman township. He remained under the parental roof until the 
time of his marriage, at which time his father made him a present of a farm of 
eighty-one arcres, which he had purchased in 1884, and upon that farm he estab- 
lished his home. He has since improved the place with all the necessary build- 

ings, including a residence, barns and sheds required in the operation of a gen- 

eral farming and dairying business. He has one of the best and most up-to-date 
dairy stock farms in this part of Sheboygan county, using at present in his dairy 
fifteen head of high-grade dairy cattle. 

On October 2, 1887, Mr. Stolper was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 
Torke, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Torke, of whom a more extended 
review appears in another part of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Stolper are the par- 
ents of four hcildren: Arno, born June 10, 1891; Ella, born June 26, 1893; 

Noah, born October 25, 1894; and Selma, born March 23, 1897. Mr. Stolper is 
‘Vol. 1—31
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affiliated with the republican party, and is a member of the Lutheran church 

of Sherman township. He is one of the highly respected men of Sheboygan 

county and is interested in any measure of public concern, seeking to improve 

the educational, religious and material condition of the people of this section, 

OSWALD ZIMBAL. 

Oswald Zimbal, who owns a farm of one hundred and twenty acres in Wil- 

son township, where he engages in dairying, is one of the capable and prosperous 
young agriculturists of Sheboygan county. He was born in Sheboygan township, 

this county, on the 2d of August, 1882, and is a son of Edward Zimbal, who is 
mentioned at greater length elsewhere in this work. 

The entire life of Oswald Zimbal has been passed in the country. He ac- 
quired his education in the district schools and when old enough began assisting 
his father with the work of the fields and care of the stock. After leaving school 
he gave his entire attention to the work of the home farm, in the operation of 

which he assisted until he was married six years ago. In 1906 he bought the 
place where he now resides and began farming on his own account. In connec- 
tion with the cultivation of his fields he engages in dairying and is now milking 
about fifteen cows. His farm comprises one hundred and twenty acres, is well 

improved and in good condition, everything about it indicating capable manage- 

ment and systematic supervision. 
In Sheboygan township on the 22d of May, 1906, Mr. Zimbal was united in 

marriage to Miss Anna Hasselhofer, a daughter of Charles Hasselhofer of Wil- 
son township. They are both members of the Roman Catholic church and are 

widely and favorably known in this vicinity where they have many friends. Mr. 
Zimbal is a young man of practical ideas and unremitting energy and is so capa- 
bly directing his undertakings that he may be assured of continued prosperity. 

BYRON A. GAFFRON. 

Byron A. Gaffron is one of the enterprising and successful merchants of 
Plymouth, Wisconsin, where he is engaged in the general hardware business, 

his store being one of the finest and best stocked establishments in his part of the 
state. He was born in Milledgeville, Illinois, a son of Anthony G. and Anna 

(Berkner) Gaffron, and the brother of Otto Gaffron, a sketch of whom appears 

on another page of this work. He was reared in his father’s home and educated 

in the public schools of Plymouth. In 1881 he engaged as a clerk in the hard- 
ware store of R. R. Schorer and in 1889, in company with Mr. Eberhardt, he 
established himself in the hardware business under the firm name of Gaffron & 
Eberhardt. He later purchased the interest of Mr. Eberhardt and in 1895 bought 
out the Laack Hardware Store and admitted Mr. Trowbridge to partnership. In 
1899 Mr. Leifer purchased the interest of Mr. Trowbridge in the business and the 
firm name was changed to Gaffron & Leifer, since which time it has been so
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operated. Gaffron & Leifer are among the largest and most up-to-date dealers 
in general hardware in Sheboygan county. 

Mr. Gaffron was united in marriage on May 14, 1891, to Miss Ida Michi, a 

daughter of Carl and Ida (Neuernberger) Michi. To Mr. and Mrs. Gaffron 
three children have been born. Carlton and Edgar are both pupils of the high 
school in Plymouth, and Evelyn is attending the German parochial school. Mr. 
Gaffron is a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Royal Arcanum and 
the Equitable Fraternal Union. He is also a member of the Modern Woodmen 
of America and of the National Fraternal League. He has twice served in the 
office of city treasurer of Plymouth. He and his family are members of the 
Lutheran church. Byron A. Gaffron is one of the highly respected and repre- 
sentative citizens of Sheboygan county and is a man of unquestioned integrity 
in his business transactions and readily gives his influence to the advancement 

ARTHUR ZIMBAL. 

Arthur Zimbal is a well known young dairy farmer residing in Wilson town- 
ship on the homestead which his grandfather purchased on coming here from 
Germany at an early day. The farm which is now owned by the father of Mr. 
Zimbal contains fifty acres of good land and is well improved. Arthur Zimbal 
was born in this township, November 13, 1885, the son of Herman B. Zimbal. 

who was born March 14, 1854. The grandfather of our subject was August 
Zimbal, a native of Schleswig, Germany, who emigrated to the new world at an 
early day, coming direct to Wisconsin and settling in Wilson township, where 
he bought fifty acres of land on section 4, upon which he built a log house in 
which the family lived for several years. Later he erected a brick building which 
is still in good condition and is now occupied by his grandson, the subject of this 
review, who is operating the farm. The grandfather used to relate as an illus- 
tration of the prevalence of wild game in the community at the time he settled 

in it of his shooting a bear from the window of his log cabin. He continued to 
reside on the old homestead until 1884, when*he removed to Sheboygan and 

bought a brickyard on the river, which is still known as the Zimbal yard and 
is owned by a representative of the family. He also purchased the old fair 

ground just west of Sheboygan and made his residence there until he passed 
away, just before reaching his eighty-third birthday. His wife, Augusta Zimbal, 
also a native of Germany, where she was married, passed away on the old 

homestead, upon which she had lived for many years. Herman B. Zimbal, the 

father of Arthur Zimbal, was educated in the common schools of Wilson town- 

ship and remained under the parental roof until his marriage, at which time he 

rented the homestead, his father having removed to the city, being thus engaged 
for two years, or until September, 1908, when he rented the farm to his son 
Arthur and now makes his home on the Trester farm on section 3, which he pur- 

chased at that time. His wife, Mina (Jahn) Zimbal, was born in Saxony, Ger- 

many, and emigrated to America with her parents, the family home being es- 

tablished in Sheboygan Falls township, where her father became a well known
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and prosperous farmer. Of the three children born unto Mr. and Mrs. Herman 
Zimbal, Arthur, of this review, is the eldest, the others being: Ella, the wife of 
Albert Kanther, of Sheboygan; and Roland, at home. 

Arthur Zimbal was reared in Wilson township and received his education in 
the district schools there. He worked for his father on the farm until he at- 
tained his majority, and after his marriage took up farming pursuits on his own 
account, renting the home farm, and by careful cultivation and management re- 
ceives the highest returns from the property. He is paying special attention to 
the dairy business, milking on an average of twelve cows, and sells his milk to 
cheese factories. He is industrious and careful in his business, and is making 
a marked success. 

Mr. Zimbal was married in Wilson township, September 12, 1908, to Miss 
Bertha Schwartz, a daughter of Henry and Louisa (Ruschke) Schwartz, both 
of whom were natives of Germany. The father passed away in that country but 
the mother still survives and is Jiving in Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Zimbal two children were born: Eleanor, who died in infancy; and Laurine B., 
born August 17, 1911. In his political faith Mr. Zimbal is an adherent of the 
principles of the democratic party. Both he and his wife belong to the Lutheran 
church of Sheboygan, being earnest and consistent members of that body. He 
is well known in Wilson township, where he is uniformly recognized as one of 
the substantial and aggressive young farmers of the community. Although he 
gives his time almost exclusively to business he has found time to make many 
friends with whom he mingles when possible, and he is highly regarded by all 
who know him. 

CHARLES H. WEISSE. 

Charles H. Weisse, as proprietor of a tannery, is connected with the indus- 

trial interests of Sheboygan Falls, and is making a creditable record as a busi- 

ness man whose alertness, enterprise and industry constitute the basis of his suc- 

cess. He was born in Sheboygan Falls, October 24, 1866, his parents being 

Charles S. and Minnie Weisse. He pursued his education in the German Luth- 
eran school and in the public high school and was fourteen years of age when 
he took up the business which he has always followed, his success being attribu- 
table at least in part to the fact that he has always continued in the line in which 
he embarked as a young tradesman. He is now associated with his brother, 
Louis A., in the ownership and conduct of a tannery and the enterprise has as- 
sumed large and profitable proportions under their wise and capable direction. 

In addition to his other interests he is a director of the German Bank. 
It has not only been commercial and industrial activity, however, that has 

brought Mr. Weisse to a position among the representative citizens of Sheboy- 

gan county. He has long been a central figure on the stage of democratic politics 
in this locality and for eight years was a member of congress, being the only 
democrat elected from his section of the state to the sixtieth congress. That his 
course in the national halls of legislation received high indorsement is indicated 

in the fact that he was three times reelected, serving in all for eight years. His
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careful consideration of questions that came up for settlement and his wise ap- 
proval of or opposition to measures which he believed beneficial or detrimental 
to the public welfare won him the support of the voters of his district and made 
for him an excellent reputation in office. 

In Sheboygan Falls, in 1896, Mr. Weisse was married to Miss Lena Kallen- 
berg and unto them has been born a son, Henry Weisse. The family is a promi- 
nent one in this part of the state and their friends are many. There has been 
nothing spectacular in the career of Charles H. Weisse, but with him advance- 
ment has been conserved by close application and fidelity to duty whether in 
business life or in public office. 

JOSEPH HASSELHOFER. 

Joseph Hasselhofer is an active, progressive and prosperous young agricul- 
turist living on a one hundred and ten acre farm on section 7 of Wilson township. 
He was born in Wilson township, July 11, 1884, the son of Charles Hasselhofer, 
a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. . 

Joseph Hasselhofer was educated in the common schools of Wilson township 
and also pursued a three years’ course in a German school in Sheboygan, being 
confirmed there in 1897. He assisted his father with the farm work until 1908, 
when he purchased a forty acre tract on section 7 of Wilson township, upon which 
he has since made his home. About two years later he added to his holdings 

: by purchasing seventy acres additional from his father and now owns and oper- 
ates one hundred and ten acres. He is making a specialty of the dairy business, 
milking on an average about fifteen cows. 

Mr. Hasselhofer was married in Sheboygan, November 28, 1908, to Miss 
Hannah Rammer, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ignatz Rammer, the former a well 
known farmer of Wilson township. Mr. and Mrs. Hasselhofer are the parents 
of two children: Victor, aged three years; and Dolores, born September 1, 1911. 

Mr. Hasselhofer is a democrat but as yet has not actively participated in polit- 

ical affairs. He is one of the progressive and up-to-date young farmers of She- 
boygan county and is recognized throughout the community as a young man 
of enterprise and business ability. He has a wide acquaintance, being greatly 
respected by all who know him, and is highly esteemed by a large number of 
friends and neighbors. 

NORMAN H. OESTREICH. 

Since 1909 Norman H. Oestreich has conducted a machine and general repair 
shop in Plymouth. His establishment is well equipped and he does a large 
amount of automobile repairing, his capable and expert workmanship winning 
him a liberal share of the public patronage. He is a native son of Plymouth, 
born April 8, 1884, and is a son of Gottlieb Oestreich. The public schools af- 
forded him his educational privileges and when he put aside his text-books he
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went to Milwaukee, where he learned the machinist’s trade, which he followed in 
that city for four years. In 1905 he returned to Plymouth and for one year was 
employed as engineer at the city water works. On the expiration of that period 
he again went to Milwaukee and worked at automobile repairing. Subsequently 
he went upon the road as a salesman but in 1909 withdrew from that field of 
activity and returned to Plymouth, where he opened a general repair shop. He 

does much automobile repairing here and has every facility for carrying on the 
business according to the most improved, modern methods. He possesses much 

natural mechanical ingenuity, which added to his acquired skill and ability make 
him well worthy the extensive patronage accorded him. 

In 1904 Mr. Oestreich was married to Miss Amanda Schoneck, a daughter 
of Frank and Minnie (Frasenhausen) Schoneck, both of whom were natives 

of Germany, whence they came to America in early life. They settled in Mil- 
waukee, where the father carried on business as a carpenter and general con- 
tractor. 

Mr. Oestreich is a member of the Machinists’ Union and attends the Luth- 
eran church. A young man, he is a worthy representative of industrial activity 
in his native town, where laudable ambition is prompting him to put forth his 
best efforts in the attainment of success. 

HERBERT A. STOLPER. 

Herbert A. Stolper, well known in connection with mercantile interests in 

Sheboygan county, being now a partner in the Wensink-Stolper Company, pro- 
prietors of stores at Plymouth and Elkhart Lake, was born in Batavia, this 

county, March 23, 1885, his parents being David and Johanna Stolper. The 
parents were residents of Batavia for about forty years, the father there conduct- 

ing a general store, hotel and saloon. In 1909 they removed to Plymouth, where 
they are now residing. David Stolper is a veteran of the Civil war and is well 

and prominently known throughout this county. 
In the graded schoools of Batavia and in a German parochial school Herbert 

A. Stolper pursued his early education and afterward entered the Cream City 
Business College, from which he was graduated, being thus well qualified for 
life’s practical and responsible duties.. He afterward joined a brother, O. W. 
Stolper, and purchased the business previously conducted by their father and 
were thus engaged in merchandising at Batavia from 1903 until 1907 under the 
firm name of Stolper Brothers. At length they sold their store to Voigt Brothers. 
After disposing of their interests at Batavia they entered into business at Ply- 

mouth as owners of a department store and also established another store at 
Elkhart Lake for the conduct of a general hardware and plumbing business. 

Both stores are being conducted under the name of the Wensink-Stolper Com- 

pany, the stockholders being O. W. Stolper, who is president; H. A. Stolper, 

vice president; I. B. Wensink, secretary; and E. A. Stolper, treasurer. Herbert 

A. Stolper is at the head of the Elkhart Lake store as its manager. Both stores 

are being capably conducted and their business is one of growing importance.
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At Plymouth, Wisconsin, on the 21st of November, 1909, Mr. Stolper was 

united in marriage to Selma Reis, a daughter of Jacob and Louise Reis. The 

father conducted a large farm near Batavia until about eight years ago, when he 
retired and he and his wife removed to Plymouth. Their daughter Selma was 
born at Batavia on the 5th of February, 1887, and pursued her education in the 
Sherman public school, the Batavia parochial school and the Plymouth high 
school. Unto Mr, and Mrs. Stolper has been born a son, Earl, whose birth oc- 

curred at Plymouth, June 9, 1911. The parents are members of the Lutheran 
church at Plymouth. Since their removal to Elkhart Lake they have gained 

many warm friends, and enjoy the high regard of all who know them. Mr. 
Stolper employs modern business methods in the conduct of his mercantile inter- 

ests and his enterprise and diligence are the basis of well merited success. 

WILLIAM VAN ZANTEN, M. D. 

Dr. William Van Zanten, who since 1903 has been successfully engaged in 
the practice of medicine in Shebogan, his efforts being attended with excellent 
success, was born in Allegan county, Michigan, August 26, 1869. His father, 
Klaas Van Zanten, was a native of Holland and on coming to America when 
twenty-six years of age, settled in Holland, Michigan. He followed farming 
throughout his entire life and in his native country also learned and followed 
the butchering business. He died in 1897, at the ripe old age of eighty-two years, 
while his wife, who bore the maiden name of Maria Schmidt, died in 1891, at 

the age of fifty-nine years. She was a native of Amsterdam, Holland. By her 

marriage she became the mother of eight children and all are yet living: Abra- 
ham, a resident of Holland, Michigan; Minnie, the wife of G. Lemmen, also liv- 

ing in Holland; Alexander, a hardware merchant of Muskegon, Michigan; 

Nicholas, a painter of Holland; John, who is living in that place; Gerrit, who is 
employed as a clerk in Holland; William, of this review; and Mary, the wife of 

Herman Tien, of Allegan county, Michigan. 

Dr. Van Zanten spent his youthful days on the old home farm and supple- 
mented his public-school education by a course in the preparatory department of 
Hope College in Holland, Michigan, there pusuing his studies for four years. 

He afterward engaged in the drug business in Holland and this awakened his 
interest in the practice of medicine and led to his resolution to make that his life 
work. He afterward took up the study of medicine in Marquette College in 

Milwaukee, pursuing a four years’ course, and following his graduation he opened 

an office in Sheboygan in 1903. Here he has continuously practiced and has been 
very successful. He holds to high standards of professional service, is very care- 
ful in the diagnosis of his cases and his judgment is seldom at fault in foretell- 
ing the outcome of disease. He keeps in touch with advanced work of his pro- 

fession through his membership in the Sheboygan County Medical Society and 
the Wisconsin State Medical Association. 

In 1902 Dr. Van Zanten was united in marriage to Miss Wilhelmina Veenen- 
daal, who was born in Milwaukee in 1874, and is a daughter of Tunis and Hattie 

(Bruggink) Veenendaal, who are still living in Milwaukee. In the family of
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Dr. and Mrs. Van Zanten are four children: Anna, born in 1894 of a former 
marriage; Wesley, born in 1904; Beatrice, born in 1909; and Marion, born in 
1912. Dr. and Mrs. Van Zanten are members of the Holland Reformed church, 
in which the Doctor has held the office of deacon. He is much interested in the 
moral progress of the community, to which end he takes active and helpful part 
in the church work. All matters of progressive citizenship awaken his interest 
and cooperation, and throughout his entire life progress and patriotism have been 
salient elements in his career. 

CHRIST SCHULTZ. 

Christ Schultz is occupying and operating a twenty-acre farm on section 6, 
Wilson township, where he is doing a general farming business. He was born 
in Prussia, Germany, February 28, 1865, a son of Christ and Louisa (Winter) 
Schultz, both natives of the fatherland, in which country they spent their entire 
lives. Christ Schultz was educated in the parochial schools of his native land 
and was employed at agricultural pursuits until he attained the age of twenty- 
two years, when he emigrated to the new world, and coming direct to Wisconsin, 

settled in Sheboygan. He began working in a factory here and was thus em- 
ployed for twelve years. He then purchased a twenty-acre tract of land which 

he now owns on section 6, Wilson township, and there he has since made his 

home. He pursues a diversified system of farming, has improved his farm and 
brought it under a high state of cultivation and is succeeding in business. 

Mr. Schultz was married in Germany, May 8, 1887, to Miss Louisa Zimmer- 

man, a native of Prussia, Germany. She was a daughter of Frederick and 
Christina (Falk) Zimmerman and a sister of Ernest Zimmerman, who has a 
factory north of Sheboygan. She also has a brother, Fred, and a sister, Mrs. 

Christ Ballow, who reside in that city. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Schultz have been 
born three children, Elizabeth, Frieda, and Emil, aged respectively fifteen, four- 
teen and twelve years, all yet at home. Mr. Schultz is a democrat, finding, how- 
ever, little time to devote to matters of a political nature. He is a member of the 

German Lutheran church of Sheboygan Falls, being a liberal supporter of that 
organization. Mr. Schultz is one of the highly respected and well known citi- 

zens of Wilson township, and is thoroughly representative of the successful farm- 
ing class and one who has many and.true friends. 

HARRY STIRDIVANT. 

Harry Stirdivant is engaged in the manufacture and sale of cement blocks. 
He was born in the township of Sheboygan, Sheboygan county, February 7, 1885, 
and is a son of Jasper Stirdivant, a native of Indiana, who with his parents re- 

moved to Sheboygan when he was but a child. 
Harry Stirdivant was reared in his father’s home and educated in the public 

schools at Sheboygan. He remained under the parental roof until twenty years
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of age. During his early years as a young man he was engaged in the employ- 
ment of the railroad and later became an apprenticed molder, continuing in that 
vocation until he had mastered the secrets of the trade. For two years his time 

was entirely devoted to this business as a paid employe. He then established him- 
self in business at Riverside, where he has since been engaged in the manufacture 
of cement blocks. His works are equipped with all modern machinery and his 

product is in use throughout the city wherever buildings of substantial structure 
are required. 

Mr. Stirdivant was united in marriage to Miss Anna Pegelow, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Pegelow, who are natives of Germany. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Stirdivant three children have been born; Arno, Mabel and 

Lida, all of whom are at home with their parents. Mr. Stirdivant is a member 
of the Crocker Rid Society of Sheboygan. He has built up a business from a 

very small beginning into a commercial plant, the product of which is now prefer- 
ably used in the surrounding cities in this section of the state. His goods bear 
the stamp of first-class material and perfect workmanship. Being a practical 

molder himself, he is able to so safeguard the manufacture of his product as to 

deliver to the public material that cannot be surpassed in the foundation and 
construction of buildings or bridge work. He is a man highly respected in 
his community and known to be a gentleman of strict integrity in all his deal- 

ings with his fellow citizens. 

HERMAN W. HOSTMAN. 

The career of Herman W. Hostman is a story of a man’s rapid rise from 
a humble position to one of great responsibility. He is a son of a German cab- 
inet-maker who came to America about 1851 and in his early life had only such 

advantages as his father could afford to give him, yet he is now at the age of 
forty-nine cashier of the State Bank of Plymouth, one of the oldest institutions 
of its kind in the county. He is a native of Sheboygan county, having been born 
in Plymouth, January 14, 1863. His parents were August and Maria (Scheibe) 

Hostman, both natives of Germany. The father was born in Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, and followed the trade of cabinet-making in that section until 1851, 
when he crossed the Atlantic to America and settled in Sheboygan county, where 
he remained for. two years, coming to Plymouth after a short residence in New 
Holstein. Here he engaged in selling furniture which he made to order and con- 
tinued in that occupation until his death in 1883. The mother of the subject of 
this sketch was born in Muehlberg, Saxony, and came to America with her 

parents, living first in Milwaukee and later in Sheboygan county, where she was 

married to August Hostman. They became the parents of eight children, three 

of whom are now living. One is a resident of Sheboygan, and the other two, ~ 

Herman W., of this review, and his sister, are residents of Plymouth. 

Herman W. Hostman attended the parochial school but left it at the age of 
thirteen years to start in the printer’s trade, which occupation he followed for 
some time, until he had acquired enough money to buy an interest in a local news- 

paper. He continued his connection with journalism until 1892. A few years
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previously, in 1889, he accepted a position in the Bank of Plymouth and was 
appointed its assistant cashier. He found himself unable to carry on his work as 
a journalist and also his duties as a banker, and this led to his selling his interest 
in the newspaper in the year mentioned. In 1890 the bank was reorganized under 
the name of the State Bank of Plymouth and six years later Herman W. Hostman 
was appointed cashier, in which office he still continues. Mr. Hostman’s position 
as its cashier makes him an important influence in the business life of the city. He 
is prominent along various lines and his cooperation in any movement to pro- 
mote the welfare of his native city is never asked in vain. He is vice president 
of the Plymouth Furniture Company and president of the Schwartz Manufactur- 
ing Company. He also holds the position of treasurer of the local telephone 
company. He is also prominent and active in the political affairs of this district. 
He is a stanch democrat and held the position of member of the executive board 
of the gold democrats of Wisconsin in 1896 and had previously taken a leading 
part in all conventions of his party, acting as state delegate for many years. He 
was appointed postmaster of Plymouth under Cleveland’s first administration in 
1885, and started upon his duties in this capacity January 1, of the following 
year, serving with much ability and energy for four years. He is a member of 
the Sheboygan Chapter of the Masonic order, is prominent in the Modern Wood- 
men of America and has always taken an active part in the affairs of the Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles. 

On June 14, 1887, Mr. Hostman was married to Miss Pauline A. Karpe, 
a daughter of Gustave and Friedericka Karpe, natives of Germany, who came to 
the United States at an early age and settled in this county. Mr. and Mrs. Host- 
man have become parents of two children: Lillie L., born April g, 1890; and Mil- 
ton H., whose birth occurred on the 12th of January, 1894. Mr. Hostman is 
now recognized in Plymouth as an influential and successful man. His rise has 
been rapid and his success rests upon the firm foundation of honorable methods, 
sterling integrity and strict honesty in all the various relations of his life. 

FRANK U. LITTLEFIELD. 

Frank U. Littlefield is one of the well known and successful dairymen of 
Lima township, where he owns and cultivates seventy acres of land, which was 
formerly included in the old family homestead. A native of Sheboygan county, 
his birth occurred in the township where he now resides on April 20, 1872. 
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy. Littlefield, who were for many years iden- 
tified with the agricultural interests of this vicinity. 

In the acquirement of an education Frank U. Littlefield attended the district 

schools of Lima township until he had mastered the common branches, following 

which he gave his undivided attention to agricultural pursuits. He remained at 
home and assisted his father until he had attained his majority, when he left 
the parental roof and went to Milwaukee to seek employment. Soon thereafter 

he was called home by the serious illness of his father, and he and his brother, 
William, subsequently rented the homestead, which they cultivated on the co- 
operative system for four or five years. At the expiration of that period he pur-
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chased a farm located on the Milwaukee road in Wilson township, where he 

continued his agricultural pursuits for three years. He then sold his place 
to Christ Raehrborn and returning to Lima township invested the proceeds in 
sixty acres of land on sections 2 and 3. After operating this place for ten years 
he likewise disposed of it, and in 1912 settled on the old home farm, sev- 
enty of the two hundred and twenty acres of which he is cultivating. He is 
engaging in general farming in connection with which he is making a specialty 
of dairying and the raising of stock, his cattle being high-grade Holsteins. 

In Lima township on February 14, 1899, Mr. Littlefield was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mary Fisher, and they are the parents of the following children: 

Earl, who is seven years of age; Meta, who has passed her fourth birthday; and 

Alice, who is in her third year. 

The family attend the Methodist church of Lyndon township, of which Mrs. 
Littlefield is an active member, while for some years past she has been a teacher 

of the Sunday school. The political support of Mr. Littlefield is given to the 
republican party and he has served for two years as road master. He is one 
of the enterprising and substantial citizens of his community, and a stockholder 
in the State Bank of Sheboygan Falls. 

HENRY W. OEHLMAN. 

Henry W. Oehlman is well known in real-estate circles in Sheboygan and 
his business has assumed extensive proportions owing to his thorough under- 
standing of property conditions, his knowledge of that which is marketable and 

his ability as a salesman. He was born March 8, 1848, in the Hartz mountains, 

Prussia, Germany, a grandson of Christian Oehlman, who was engaged in the 
lumber business in the fatherland. Our subject is a son of Henry Christian 
Oehlman, who was born November 14, 1815, and remained a resident of his 

native land until after his marriage. He came with his family to the United 
States in 1851 and continued his westward journey to Sheboygan county. Here 
he cast in his lot with the early settlers who were reclaiming a wild region for 
the purpose of civilization. The land was covered with its native forest growth 
and the trees had to be cleared away before fields could be plowed and crops 

cultivated. Mr, Oehlman became identified with agricultural interests in which 
he continued until 1889 when he sold his farm and retired from business, 

thereafter making his home with his son Henry until his death which occurred 
March 2, 1902. For almost a half century he had survived his wife, who bore 

the maiden name of Christiana Koehne, and died in 1856. In the family were 

three children but two sons died in infancy. 

Henry W. Oehlman was but three years of age when his parents came to 

the new world and since that time he has resided continuously in Sheboygan 
county. He early became familiar with the hardships and privations incident 
to pioneer life and with the duties and labors that constitute the chief features 
of farm work. He continued to farm with his father until he reached the age ot 
forty-two years. He then turned his attention to commercial pursuits as a 
dealer in wood and coal, in which business he remained for nine years. He
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next entered the real-estate field in which he has operated to the present time, 
and in addition to handling property in Sheboygan and the surrounding country 

he is also interested in the land business and in farming in North Dakota. He 
is thoroughly conversant with realty values here, and an enterprising spirit and 
unassailable business probity are important elements in his continued success, 
bringing to him a large clientage. 

In 1875 Mr. Oehlman was married to Miss Maria Meves, who was born 

November 21, 1855, in Mosel township, this county, a daughter of Ernest and 
Frederica (Nordhausen) Meves, who were natives of Prussia and came to 

America in 1848, settling in Mosel township where the remainder of their lives 
was passed, the father giving his undivided attention to general agricultural 

pursuits. 

Mrs. Oehlman spent her early days upon the home farm, living with her 

parents to the time of her marriage, and the careful training which she had in 

the duties of the household well qualified her to take charge of a home of her 

own. She was reared in the Lutheran faith in which she died May 21, 19009, 

after a very brief illness. She was one of seven children, four sons and three 

daughters: Johanna, now the wife of Fred Kellner; Ernest M.; Bertha, the 

wife of August Thiel; August M.; Robert; Otto; and Mrs, Oehlman. They 

are all living in Sheboygan with the exception of August M., who, however, is 

also a resident of Wisconsin. Mr. Oehlman is a member of the Sheboygan 

Mutual Aid Society. He belongs to the Reformed church and is interested in 

those activities which look to the welfare of the community along charitable and 
moral lines. His political allegiance is given to the democratic party and for 

three terms he has held the office of supervisor, beginning in 1895. While he 

keeps well informed on the questions and issues of the day he prefers to leave 

office holding to others that he may concentrate his energies more largely upon 
business affairs, knowing that unremitting diligence and close application con- 
stitute the source of success. 

FRED SCHAADE. 

Fred Schaade, who engages in general farming on section 15, Greenbush 
township, is a native of Germany, his birth having occurred in Berlin on the 

16th of June, 1876. He is a son of Henry and Anna (Calino) Schaade, the 
father, who is also a native of Berlin, being born on July 19, 1846, while the 

mother’s natal day was the 18th of February, 1839. They were married in the 
old country, where they passed the first twenty-three years of their domestic 
life. In 1885 they emigrated to the United States with their family, com- 

ing direct to Sheboygan county. Soon thereafter the father purchased one 
hundred and twenty acres of land located four miles west of Sheboy- 

gan Falls, which he cultivated until the spring of 1912. He has now retired 

from active work and is making his home with his son Fred. The mother 
passed away on the 15th of March, 1903. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Schaade 

numbered six, four sons and two daughters, but three are deceased. Anna, the 

only daughter who is living, resides in Sheboygan Falls, while William, the other
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son, makes his home with his brother, our subject. Two of the sons, Henry and 

Richard, died in Germany, and the other daughter, Lena, passed away on the 
13th of March, fgor. : 

The first nine years in the life of John Schaade were passed in the land of 
his birth, where he began his education, completing it in the schools of this county. 

His energies have always been devoted to agricultural pursuits in connection 

with which for the past twenty years he has been engaged in well digging. 

On the 16th of June, 1897, Mr. Schaade was married to Miss Julia Pitner, 

who was born in Sheboygan Falls on January 14, 1880, and is a daughter of 

Charles and Margaret (Van Horn) Pitner, the former a native of Germany 

and the latter of Wisconsin. Both parents are now deceased, the mother having 

passed away in 1885, and the father about 1904. Six children have been born 

to Mr. and Mrs, Schaade: Harvey William Alfred, who was born on the 27th 

of November, 1900; Henry Edward Charlie, whose birth occurred September 

6, 1903; Frederick Carl, who was born on the 6th of October, 1906; Clarabelle 

Anna Minnie, whose natal day was October 28, 1908; and Reuben Victor and 

Ruth Violet, twins, who were born on the 26th of July, 191t. 

The family affiliate with the German Lutheran church in which the parents 

hold membership. The political views of Mr. Schaade accord with the prin- 

ciples of the democratic party, but he has never sought public office, although he 

takes an active interest in all movements affecting the welfare of the community. 

WILLIAM F. BETHKE. 

William F. Bethke, one of the capable business men of Sheboygan, is meet- 
ing with great success as a salesman and by his musical talent has contributed 
very materially to musical circles of Wisconsin, being well known and very 

popular in his home city. He was born at Lake Mills, Wisconsin, December 2, 

1876, and is a son. of Carl and Augusta (Kuether) Bethke, the former of whom 
was a native of Blomberg, Germany. During his early married life the father, 
noting the advantages offered by the new world, left the fatherland and came to 
America, settling at Lake Mills, Wisconsin, in 1871. In the fatherland he had 

been a telegraph operator but on coming to the United States he took up the 
vocation of farming and followed that during his life. In his family were five 
children, of whom the subject of this review is the youngest, the others being: 

August ; Charles; Herman; and Ida, the wife of J. Manning. 

William F. Bethke was given a good common-school education and after 
laying aside his text-books began working in a factory so continuing for two 
years. He was then employed by H. H. Miller as a salesman of tinner’s hard- 
ware, with whom he remained for eight years. After severing that connection 

he was for seven years with the Trilling Hardware Company, after which he 
engaged in business for himself in which he remained for a time. Later he sold 
his business and removed to Minnesota, where he was engaged as a clerk for 

two years in a hardware store. He then came to Lake Mills, Wisconsin, and 

for four years was employed by the Lake Mills Hardware Company and is now 
a salesman for the Cleveland Oil Company, of Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Bethke
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inherited a very decided musical talent which he cultivated in his younger days, 
and was for many years director of the Second Regiment band of Lake Mills, 
and also of Sheboygan. His musical talent was not allowed to lie dormant while 
living in Minnesota, for during that time he was the director of the Staples 
Cornet band. He has also served as chorister and is a member of the Local 
Musical Union. 

Mr. Bethke chose as his life companion and helpmate Miss Emma Lienau, 

a daughter of August Lienau, who resides at 919 Indiana avenue, Sheboygan, 
and is a tailor by trade. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Bethke have been born six chil- 
dren, namely: Leonora, aged fourteen years; Esther, twelve years; Ella, ten 

years; William F., eight years; Estella, five years; and Grace who was born 

on the 13th of April, 1911. In his fraternal relations Mr. Bethke is a charter 
member of the Tinners American Union and one of the early members of the 

Eagles Aerie of Sheboygan. In his religious affiliation and faith he is a Lu- 
theran, in which belief he was reared. He is yet a comparatively young man 

although he has lived an active and useful life, being by nature well adapted to 

the position of salesman, veing genial in his disposition, optimistic and com- 

panionable. He always gives the strictest attention to business matters, keeping 

uppermost in mind the selling of goods to customers, a business at which he is 
very proficient. Having been born and reared in Wisconsin, where he has trav- 
eled extensively, and particularly on account of his musical connections as well 

as his long period of service as a salesman, he has formed an unusually large 
number of friends and acquaintances, being widely known both for his musical 
and business skill. Sheboygan is indeed fortunate in having among her many 
estimable citizens a young man of such sterling worth and high character as the 

subject of this review. 

EDWARD ROEHRBORN. 

Edward Roehrborn is one of the successful and up-to-date farmers of She- 
boygan county. He was born in Wilson township, this county, April 6, 1866, and 

is a son of Charles and Barbara Roehrborn, the former a native of Germany. 

The father, in company with his parents, emigrated to this country at a very 

early day. On reaching America the family located on a farm of eighty acres 

in Wilson township and later purchased a farm in that township of one hundred 

and sixty acres. To Mr. and Mrs. Charles Roehrborn ten children were born, 

seven of whom still survive: Bertha, who became the wife of Henry Pfeifer and 
has two children; Gustave, who survives his wife and with his six children lives 

on the old homestead in Wilson township; Edward, the subject of this review; 
Minnie, at home; Lucy, who is the wife of Charles Reinhart, of Chicago, and 
has two children; Amelia, living in Wilson township, who married Otto Tim- 
ming, now deceased, and has five children; and Charles, who by his marriage 

has three children and now makes his home with his father in Wilson township. 
Edward Roehrborn was educated in the common schools and remained under 

the parental roof engaged in farming until he was thirty-three years of age. 
He then moved to the city of Sheboygan, where he became a laborer in the brick-
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yard and continued in that occupation for seven consecutive years, after which 
he removed to South Dakota and in that state remained for some time. He 
then returned to Sheboygan county, where he purchased a farm of one hundred 
and seven and a half acres located in Sheboygan township, on section 33. 

On the 5th of January, 1895, Mr. Roehrborn was united in marriage to Miss 
Leona Bollmann. She is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Bollmann, both 
of whom are natives of Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Roehrborn five children 
have been born. Mr. Roehrborn is numbered among the highly successful farm- 
ers in the county of Sheboygan. His beautiful farm of one hundred and seven 
and a half acres located two miles southwest of the city of Sheboygan is one of 
the highly developed and scientifically conducted farms in northeastern Wis- 
consin. The commodious buildings and farm machinery equipment with which 
this property is improved place it well to the front of the most perfect agricul- 
tural establishments to be found anywhere throughout the middle west. Here 
Mr. Roehrborn is engaged in the breeding and raising of pure-blooded, high- 
grade stock and beef cattle. He is widely known throughout the county and is 
regarded as a man of the highest integrity, ready under all circumstances to give 
his influence and assistance to any measure of public interest affecting the wel- 
fare of the people in the community in which he lives. 

RALPH KAYSEN, M.D. 

Dr. Ralph Kaysen, a practicing physician of Plymouth, has won for himself 
an enviable reputation as a representative of the medical profession. His birth 
occurred at Kansas City, Missouri, on the 25th of March, 1879, his parents being 
Theodore and Mathilda (Bieling) Kaysen, the former born in 1848 and the 
latter in 1857. The Kaysens come of an old Norse family of prominence. A 
great-grandfather of our subject on the maternal side, Fisher by name, served 
as an admiral of the Danish navy and fought in the war with Germany when 
Schleswig-Holstein was lost to Denmark. Urik Kaysen, the paternal grand- 
father of Dr. Kaysen, served as superintendent of schools in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

Theodore Kaysen, the father of Ralph Kaysen, was the first representative 
of the family in the United States, coming to this country about 1866 and settling 
in New York city, where he was engaged in the wholesale piano business. 
About 1870 he removed to Kansas City, Missouri, where he purchased and con- 
ducted the Blossom House, at that time one of the leading hotels in the city. 
In 1893 he disposed of the hostelry and entered the life insurance field, being 
now located in St. Paul, Minnesota, where he is representing the Mutual Benefit 
Life Insurance Company of Newark, New Jersey. His wife is a lady of Ger- 
man descent and her people are residents of New York city. Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Kaysen have three children, as follows: Theodore, Jr., who is a 
resident of St. Paul, Minnesota; Gertrude, who is still at home; and Ralph, of 
this review. 

The last named received his early education in the public schools of Kansas 
City and later pursued a high-school course in Milwaukee. Subsequently he be-
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came identified with the engineering department of the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad and for five years, or until 1903, followed railroad engineering 
and construction work, being also engaged in contracting on his own 
account. In 1903 he entered the medical department of Marquette Uni- 

versity at Milwaukee, from which institution he was graduated with the class 
of 1907. During the following year he put his theoretical knowledge to the test 

by hospital work and for another year served as house physician of Trinity Hos- 

pital. He then located for practice in Elkhart Lake, Sheboygan county, there 

remaining in partnership with Dr. George Brickbauer for one year. On the 
expiration of that period he came to Plymouth and has here since remained in 
the active practice of his profession, having already demonstrated his skill and 
ability in the successful treatment of many patients. He has served as city 

physician for one year and keeps in close touch with the progress of the profes- 

sion through his membership in the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association. 

In 1909 Dr. Kaysen was united in marriage to Miss Grace Wheeler, a daugh- 
ter of Henry Wheeler, Jr., of whom more extended mention is made on another 

page of this work. Dr. and Mrs. Kaysen have one child, James Philo, whose 
birth occurred in August, 1910. They attend the services of the Episcopal church. 
Dr. Kaysen is a valued member of the Iroquois Club and also belong to the 
Masons, the Royal Arcanum and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His 

wife is a member of the Eastern Star and the Royal Ladies and also a member 
of prominent clubs. In the line of his profession Dr. Kaysen has won a measure 

of success that many an older practitioner might well envy. He holds to high 

ideals in his profession, is conscientious in the performance of his daily duties 

and in his ministrations to the sick he proves that his knowledge is of a practi- 
cal as well as comprehensive nature. 

JULIUS K. WIDDER. 

Julius K. Widder is a well known contractor and builder in Sheboygan county 
‘and is sole proprietor of a flourishing business which he has personally built up 

and developed. He is also widely known is real-estate circles throughout She- 
boygan county as a builder of homes and improver of property. He was born 

in Sheboygan Falls township, April 20, 1874, and is a son of Frederick and Jo- 
hanna Widder, both of whom were natives of Germany. The father left his 
native country in 1845 and crossed the Atlantic to America and settled in Sheboy- 
gan Falls. Later he removed to Milwaukee and spent one year in business in 

that town, but at the expiration of that time returned to Sheboygan. Subse- 
quently he went to Green Bay, where he worked for a short period, and in the 

year 1850 again returned to Sheboygan Falls township, where he married and 
purchased a farm of eighty acres, upon which he resided until 1895. During his 
active life he engaged in general farming and cheese making and was a prominent 
and influential factor in the life of his section. He retired from active work in 
1895 and removed with his family to Sheboygan, where he lived until the time of 

his death, which occurred on March 17, 1901, two weeks after that of his wife.
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Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Widder became the parents of ten children: Herman, 

who is now deceased; August, who resides in Sheboygan Falls township, where 

his wife died in 1905; Fred, who is married and lives near Clintonville, Wis- 

consin; Henry, who resides on the old homestead on section 12, Sheboygan 
Falls township; Wilhelmina, the wife of August Specht, of the same township; 

William, who makes his home in Sheboygan; Emil, who is married and follows 

the occupation of cheese making in Sheboygan township; Ernest, who resides 

with his wife in Sheboygan Falls township; Annie, a resident of Sheboygan; and 

Julius K., the subject of this sketch. 
He was educated in the district schools of his native section and was also for 

some time a pupil-in the night school in Sheboygan. He put aside his books at 

the age of seventeen to learn the carpenter’s trade. Two years later he became in- 

terested in contracting and building and has followed that line of occupation ever 
since. In 1899 he built a little shop and moved his business into it. Upon this 

humble foundation he has built up one of the largest businesses of its kind in 

Sheboygan Falls township. He was the contractor for many of the important 
buildings in this section of the county and has gained a reputation for thorough 
workmanship and efficient construction. He is constantly adding to his building 
until now the original shop has been transformed into a large and modernly 

equipped industrial plant. He has installed gasoline engines to aid him in the 

manufacture of all kinds of building materials, and along this branch of his busi- 

ness he has built up a large and still developing trade. He specializes in the 

manufacture of cow stanchions and window and door frames. He makes tanks, 

cisterns and silos and is doing a constantly increasing business in all kinds of farm 
buildings. He was active in the organization of The Falls Stanchion Company, 
in which he is a stockholder and, furthermore, has occupied the offices of secre- 

tary and treasurer of the company from the beginning. Mr. Widder has accu- 

mulated through his industry and energy a moderate fortune which he always 
invests in local enterprises. He has been largely interested in real-estate trans- 
actions in Sheboygan and vicinity, being one of the organizers of and a stock- 
holder in the River View Park Land Company. He owns property in Riverside, 

having four lots and a house there. He has made a business of purchasing tracts 

of unimproved land, dividing it into lots, making improvements, erecting dwell- 
ing houses and selling the property to those desiring modern homes. In the ma- 
jority of instances the houses have found purchasers before they are even 

completed. He has built for his own use a fine home with six lots in connection 
and upon this land he has expended much labor, filling up the low ground and 

causing the whole place to present a fine appearance. In the fall of rgrz he pur- 
chased thirteen acres on the Green Bay road and of the three dwellings thereon 
erected he has already sold two, having one still remaining to be disposed of, the 

house being situated upon a two-acre lot. He is a large stockholder in the State 
Bank of Sheboygan Falls and is deeply interested in everything which promotes 

the welfare of his section of the country. 

On February 27, 1901, Mr. Widder was united in marriage to Miss Dora 
Schuldt, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joachim Schuldt, both natives of Germany 
who came to Sheboygan county in 1872 and settled in Sheboygan Falls. Mr. and 

Mrs. Widder are the parents of four children, Joseph, Reno and Clara and Clar- 

ence, twins. Mr. Widder was reared under the influence of the Lutheran church 
Vol. M—32
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and in his youth was instructed in its faith. He is essentially a public-spirited cit- 
izen. He gives his political allegiance to the democratic party and has occupied 
positions of trust in the township, having served as assessor for two terms and 
member of the village board for a like term and township trustee for two years. 

He belongs to the Sheboygan Falls fire department and holds membership with 
the Beavers and the Sheboygan Falls Accident Association. He is well and fa- 
vorably known in business circles of Sheboygan county, a master workman and a 

man thoroughly acquainted with every detail of the business in which he is en- 

gaged. 

REV. JOHN A. GADEIKIS. 

Rev. Father Gadeikis is the pastor of the church of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, located on the corner of North Tenth street and Erie avenue in Sheboygan. 

He was born December 25, 1873, at Kovno (government), Telszi county, 

Nevoczinose, and is the son of Leo and Ursula Gadeikis. His father is still a 

resident of his native country. His mother, however, passed away in the year 

1898 and was buried in the cemetery in her home parish. 
Father Gadeikis received his early education in his native country and at the 

College of Szauli, Kovno, where for some time he was enrolled as a student of 

law. During his studies at that institution he was discovered by the authorities 
to be in possession of Lithuanian books which were printed in the German 
language and had been smuggled over the forbidden Russian line. These books 
were not allowed by the Russian government to be in possession of any of her 
subjects at that time. Many years before, in 1863, by an act of law, the 
Lithuanian nation was deprived of the right of publishing books in the Lithuanian 

alphabet. This law, however, has since been revoked and its passing away is 
one of the many changes made by the Russian government in the interests of 
her subjects during the war between Japan and Russia. On account of having 
been guilty of being in possession of and in the use of books forbidden by the 
Russian government, he was accordingly exiled to territory outside of Lithua- 
nian Poland, in the city of Revel, Estlandskoi, and was there confined in the 
Szauli prison for four months and three days. Two months he spent in exile 
and at the end of that time he obtained permission to go to another exile where 
the rules in force required a personal report every second day. In addition to 
the very limited liberty allowed him in this new place he was nevertheless watched 
by the secret police, whose duty it was to be able at all hours of the day or night 
to know exactly his whereabouts and what he was doing. But liberty is the most 
to be desired of all the gifts of civilized life by every human being the wide 
world over and Father Gadeikis was no exception to the rule. He had no sooner 

received his papers of transfer than he forthwith immediately made his escape 
from exile and succeeded in reaching the free shores of America in the month 
of April, 1900. After reaching this land of the free he at once became a student 

in the Polish Seminary at Detroit, Michigan, and here continued to pursue his 
studies in theology for a period of six months. Thereafter he became a private 
student of the Jesuit fathers, going later to the Assumption College at Sandwich,
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Ontario, where he was ordained February 7, 1907, by the Rt. Rev. John Janssen, 
bishop of Belleville. Immediately following his ordination he removed to East 

St. Louis and there became pastor of the Lithuanian Catholic church of the 
Immaculate Conception and continued in this pastorate for the succeeding four 
and a half years. He was very successful in his work as pastor at East St. 
Louis and during the time of his service at that place he enlarged the church 

and also built a suitable school building, in which he taught school for one year. 

Subsequently he acted as representative of the local pastor of a Chicago church 
for six months and from that city was transferred to his present work at She- 

boygan. The church of the Immaculate Conception of Sheboygan, of which 
Father John A. Gadeikis is the present successful pastor, was built by Rev. 
Casimir Ambrozaitis, he having organized the congregation, consisting of sev- 
enty families, in the year 1903. He was succeeded in his pastorate by Rev. M. 
Jodyszius and he was followed by Rev. A. Balinska, who continued in the pastor- 

ate of this church for two years, his immediate successor having been Rev. 
Stanislaus Dysza, whose pastorate extended over a period of six months only 
and who was the immediate predecessor to Father Gadeikis, now in the active 

service of his pastorate. Since the organization of this congregation it has con- 
stantly grown in numbers and influence until at the present time it is comprised 
of one hundred and sixty families, with a total membership of over five hundred 

worshipers. Father Gadeikis’ years of study, broken into by the sad tragedy 

of his exile, have nevertheless been years of fruitful service in his chosen field 
along the path of his priesthood. Church improvements have been made, con- 

gregations have been enlarged and everywhere the evidence of faithfulness and 
efficiency tell their story of his successful service rendered to the church to 
which he has consecrated his life in the service of the priesthood. He has made 
many and enduring friends since taking up his residence in Sheboygan and is 

destined to become an important factor in the religious care and development 

of the people to whom he is ministering in the office of pastor and priest. 

HERMAN F. SCHMIDT. 

Herman F. Schmidt, who for the past eight years has been in the govern- 
ment service in the capacity of carrier on one of the rural mail routes from She- 
boygan, was born in this city on the 22d of June, 1874. He is a son of Carl and 

Fredericka (Stoll) Schmidt, natives of Germany, whence they emigrated to the 
United States with their family in April, 1873, locating in Sheboygan. Here 
the father worked as a laborer until his death in 1908, at the age of sixty-seven 
years. Carl Schmidt had a remarkable record of distinguished military service 
to his credit, having participated in three great European wars, namely: the 

combat between Denmark on the one side and Austria-~Prussia on the other in 

1864; the short but bloody Seven Weeks’ war between Austria and Prussia of 
1866, which resulted over political controversies arising from the Schleswig- 
Holstein question; and lastly, the great Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71, the 
result of which was the founding of the new German empire. The family of 

Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt numbered six, our subject being the fourth in order of
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birth. The others are as follows. Amelia, the wife of J. Reinka, a laborer, of 

Sheboygan; William; Charles, the janitor of the public school; August, who is 

also a laborer; and Anna, the wife of Charles Pantell, also of Sheboygan. The 
mother is still living and now makes her home with her youngest son. 

After leaving school Herman F. Schmidt learned the painter’s trade, which 

he followed until 1897. The following year he went to the front as a member 
of Company C, Wisconsin National Guard, of Sheboygan, and participated in a 
number of skirmishes in Porto Rico, being discharged with the rank of corporal. 

When mustered out he returned to this city and in 1899 obtained employment 

with the Dillingham Manufacturing Company. He subsequently left their serv- 

ice to take a position in the freight house of the Chicago & Northwestern Rail- 

road Company. In 1900 he was promoted to the position of baggage master and 

Tater he became a fireman. He next entered the employ of: the C. Reiss Coal 

Company of this city, and while there engaged took the Civil Service examination 

for carrier on the rural free delivery route. He received his appointment to 

this position on the 15th of July, 1904, and is still serving in the same capacity. 

Mr. Schmidt married Miss Gertrude Schuh, a native of Germany and a 
daughter of Jacob and Margaretha (Fegne) Schuh. The father who is now de- 

ceased was born on April 15, 1838, in the principality of Birkenfeld in the 

Rhinelands, one of the small German states which politically belongs to the grand 

duchy of Oldenburg, Germany. The mother who is still living and makes her 
home in Sheboygan Falls was born in Berus, in the district of Saarlouis, Ger- 

many, on June 6, 1839. Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt have two daughters: Leona, 
who is seven years of age; and Mildred, who is four. Fraternally Mr. Schmidt 

is affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and he also belongs to 

the United Spanish War Veterans, and the Rural Route Mail Service Organiza- 

tion, and he is likewise a member of Company C, Wisconsin National Guard. He 
was reared in the faith of the Lutheran church, which he attends. 

FRANK E. LORD. 

Frank E. Lord, who owns and operates a cheese factory on section 8, Green- 
bush township, is a native of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred in Richland 

county on the 30th of September, 1882. His father, Edward Lord, was born 
on a farm in the vicinity of Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, on the 18th of Decem- 

ber, 1836. About 1846 he went to Richland county, where he subsequently. en- 

gaged in agricultural pursuits. He is still residing in that county and now owns 

and operates a valuable farm of two hundred and forty acres. The mother, 
whose maiden name was Anna Kellog, was born in Watertown, Wisconsin, on 

the 18th of November, 1845, but in her early womanhood she went to Richland 
county and has ever since made that her home. Seven children were born to 

Mr. and Mrs. Lord, those beside our subject being as follows: William H., 
who is engaged in the banking and lumber business in Foley, Minnesota; Mary, 

the wife of C. W. Nee, of Richland county, Wisconsin; Kate, who married J. 

Schaubb, a blacksmith, of Richland; John, a cheese maker, who resides in Rich- 
land county; Sam, who is living at home; and James, who engages in the cheese
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industry a mile and a half from Plymouth. The father is a veteran of the Civil 
war and served for four years as a private in the Fourth Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. 

Frank E. Lord was reared on the farm where he was born and educated in 
the common schools. He subsequently learned cheese making, and has now 
been actively identified with this industry for ten years, the entire period, with 
the exception of one year spent in Washington county, having been passed in 
Greenbush township. 

On the 16th of October, 1906, Mr. Lord was married to Miss Rose Krell, 
the event being celebrated in Washington county, this state, where Mrs. Lord 
was born and reared. She is a daughter of John and Mina (Becker) Krell, 
natives of Germany, the father having been born in 1842 and the mother on the 
8th of September, 1841. They came to America about 1872, and settled on a 
farm in Washington county, where the father passed away on the 27th of Febru- 
ary, 1909. The mother is still living and now makes her home in West Bend, 
that county. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lord: Evelyn, 
whose natal day was the 8th of April, 1908; Janice, who was born on December 
9, 1909; and Rosamond, whose birth occurred on the 29th of July, rort. 

The parents are members of the Roman Catholic church, and Mr. Lord be- 

longs to the Modern Woodmen of America. He gives his political support to 
the democratic party, but has never held an official position, always having given 
his entire time and attention to his business. He operates his factory the year 
around and is meeting with success, his trade showing a marked increase from 

year to year. 

CHARLES F. SOMMER. 

Charles F. Sommer, who since 1905 has been identified with the business in- 
terests of Sheboygan as a liveryman, was born in Sheboygan county, September 
9, 1879, the son of Gootwerth and Elizabeth (Hetzel) Sommer. The parents 
were both natives of Germany, where they were reared and educated. About 

1862 they emigrated to the new world and settled near Sheboygan. Here the 

father passed away in 1905 but the mother still resides on the old homestead. 
In their family were eleven children. Louis, William, Herman and Rudolpr 
are all married. Edward, whose wife passed away, leaving him a son, was 
married in the state of Minnesota. Charles F. is the subject of this sketch. Gus- 

tave resides at home. Bertha married Robert Vogel, of Cleveland, Manitowoc 

county, who is the manager of a lumber company at that place. Emily, Richard 
and Adolph, who complete the family, are all- residing at home. 

Charles F. Sommer received a good common-school education, faithfully 

pursuing his studies until he became fourteen years of age, when he laid aside 
his school books and began his active battle in business life, working at various 
occupations until 1905, when he became interested in the livery business in 
Sheboygan, a vocation which he has since followed. 

In June, 1909, Mr. Sommer was married to Miss Ella Bartlett. Mr. Sommer 
has been successful in his business ventures, to which he gives strict attention and
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fas a very satisfactory patronage on account of the excellence of the service he 
gives his customers. He is affable and cordial in manner, and has succeeded in 
gaining and holding a large number of friends both in a business and social way. 
He is well known and popular in Sheboygan and his reputation for integrity and 
ability is well established and he is one of Sheboygan’s most respected young 
business men. 

; AUGUST FRIEDRICHS. 

August Friedrichs owns and is successfully conducting a hardware store at 
No. 1526 Indiana avenue with which he has been identified during the entire 
period of his business career, the enterprise having been founded by his father. 
He was born in this city on the 3d of November, 1876, and is the eldest child 

and only son of Henry and Augusta Friedrichs, the former of whom is a native 
of Rhenish Prussia. Henry Friedrichs came to Sheboygan with his father, 
Henry J. Friedrichs, in 1855, and they established a blacksmith shop which they 

operated for many years on Indiana avenue. There were but two or three build- 
ings in this section of the city at that time, and the settlers still received frequent 
visits from the Indians. In later years Mr. Friedrichs gave up his blacksmith 
shop and engaged in the hardware business in which he continued until his 
death, on the 10th of December, rg10. He had the distinction of conducting the 
first blacksmith shop on the south side of the city and he was also one of the 
pioneer business men of that section. For many years he was prominent in both 

commercial and public circles and was elected alderman from the fifth ward at 
various times, giving efficient service in this capacity for several terms. During 
his early years he voted the democratic ticket, but in later life he changed his 
views and transferred his allegiance to the republican party. He was first elected 

to the council as a democrat but later represented the same ward as a republican, 
his achievements as a public official receiving the indorsement of a large portion 
of the opposition. He possessed high standards of citizenship and fearlessly 
pursued the path he deemed right, regardless of expediency. Besides our sub- 
ject, Mr. and Mrs. Friedrichs were the parents of four daughters: Bertha, 
who married John Steimle, one of the owners of a fishing tug; Augusta, the wife 
of Otto Zwerg, who is a decorator, sign painter and window trimmer of this 
city; Ida, who married Fred Eckhardt, a member of the Hub Clothing Com- 

pany, also of this city; and Clara, who passed away at the age of thirty-one years. 
The father was buried in Wildwood cemetery, the mother, however, continuing 

to make her home in this city. 
Sheboygan has always been the home of August Friedrichs, who pursued his 

education in the public schools until he was a youth of eighteen. He then sup- 
plemented the knowledge therein acquired by a complete commercial course in 
a local college, thus qualifying himself for the practical duties of a business ca- 
reer. After leaving college he became associated in business with his father, 
whom he had been assisting when not engaged with his studies since 1892. It 
was his expectation to make this business his life vocation, and he energetically 

applied himself to mastering its every detail and in 1901 was taken into partner-
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ship by his father. Ever since the latter’s death he has conducted the enterprise 
alone and is now sole proprietor, having bought the interest of the other heirs 
en the 11th of December, 1911. 

Mr. Friedrichs resides at 1520 Indiana avenue. He gives his political support 
to the democratic party. He has an extensive acquaintance in the city, having 
passed his entire life here, and as he is a man of high principles, who conducts 
his business transactions in an upright and highly commendable manner, is ac- 
corded the esteem of all who have dealings with him. 

FRANK W. MARGENAU. 

Frank W. Margenau, who is engaged in the real-estate and insurance busi- 
ness in Sheboygan, has practically been a lifelong resident of this place, although 
he was born in St. Louis, Missouri, August 20, 1854. His father, Frank H. Mar- 
genau, was a native of Westphalia, Germany, and came to America in 1847. He 
was for a time a resident of St. Louis but in 1854 came to Sheboygan, where he 
was living at the time of the outbreak of the Civil war. Patriotic attachment to 
his adopted country led to his enlistment as a member of Company D, Fifty-third 
Wisconsin Infantry, which command was afterward consolidated with Company 
I, Fifty-first Wisconsin Regiment, and he completed his service with that com- 
pany, proving a brave and loyal soldier. He married Catharine Margaret Meyer, 
whose parents were natives of Hanover, Germany, and lived and died there. In 
early life their daughter Catharine came to the new world and on the .13th of 
April,.1851, was married to Frank H. Margenau. 

, Frank W. Margenau was but two months old when brought to Sheboygan, 
where in the public and parochial schools he pursued his education. As he grew 
to manhood he was employed in different ways and ultimately learned the trade 
of harness making but, losing several fingers in an accident, it became necessary 
for him to abandon that line of activity and he secured an appointment as clerk 
in the office of the register of deeds in Sheboygan under Ernst Clarenbach, which 
position he filled continuously for eight years. In 1879 he established a grocery 
and saloon but at the end of two years sold out and for four months thereafter 
was employed by Val Detling as his assistant. In September, 1883, he began 
conducting a saloon on his own account and for three years carried on the 
business, at the end of which time he was elected to the office of register of deeds. 
He served in that capacity for two terms with such capability that in 1891 he 
was elected to the office of city comptroller, in which connection he continued for 

one term. Through the succeeding two years he had no business connections but 
returned to the saloon business in 1895 and so continued until 1907, when he 
engaged in the real-estate and insurance business, which he still follows. He 

has thoroughly informed himself concerning property values and is thus able 
to meet the requirements of his clients in furnishing the kind of property desired. 
He also writes considerable insurance each year and both branches of his busi- 
ness are thus proving profitable. 

In 1878 Mr. Margenau was united in marriage to Miss Anna S. Zurheide, a 
daughter of Fred Zurheide, who was a native of Westphalia, Germany, and came
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to America about 1851, when twenty-seven years of age. For a brief period he 
remained in Buffalo, New York, but the same year came to Sheboygan, where 
he engaged in brick making. He enlisted as a member of Company A, Sixth 
Wisconsin Volunter Infantry, during the Civil war and served until its close, 
After returning from the front he opened a brickyard and engaged continuously 
in the manufacture of brick until his death. He married a Miss Strohmeyer 
and they became the parents of several children, of whom Mrs. Margenau was 
the third in order of birth. By her marriage she became the mother of seven 
children: Alfred F. F., who died at the age of eight years; Frank W., who at- 
tended the common and high schools and is a machinist by trade, having served in 
that capacity in the United State navy; Alma, who died in infancy; Thekla, who 
died when six years of age; Arno H., who is now learning the machinist’s trade; 
Esther F., at home; and Elmore R., who is attending school. 

In his political faith Mr. Margenau is a stalwart democrat. He has in addi- 
tion to the offices already mentioned served as supervisor of Sheboygan for two 

terms. He belongs to the National Union, the Turn Verein, the Concordia Sing- 

ing Society and the United Aid Society—associations which indicate much of the 
nature of his interests and the rules which govern his conduct. He also has a mil- 
itary chapter in his life history, inasmuch as he was at one time a member of the 
old Evergreen City Guards, which later became Company C of the Second Wis- 
consin Regiment, and he is still connected with the Veteran Corps. His activities 
have brought him prominently before the public in various lines and he is well 
known at the present time as a progressive business man, while socially he has 
also gained wide recognition. 

EDWIN C. STRATTON. 

Edwin C. Stratton, cashier of the Adell State Bank, is a native son of Wis- 

consin, having been born in Greenbush, Sheboygan county, on the 20th of Octo- 
ber, 1853, a son of William C. and Charlotte (Howland) Stratton, both natives 
of Canada. The father was born November 8, 1818, and prior to his removal 
to Greenbush in 1849 had lived upon a farm situated on the St. Lawrence river 

below Lake Ontario. In Greenbush he purchased a farm of eighty acres which 
he cultivated until his death in 1868. The mother was born February 24, 1828, 

of English parentage, and was married in Canada. Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Stratton were the parents of four children: Selina, deceased, who married Cas- 

per Knowles; Franklin, who died at the age of five years; Edwin C., the subject 

of this sketch; and James W., who died on October 15, 1909, in the state of 

Washington. The mother passed away in 1902. 
The education of Edwin C. Stratton was received in the public schools of 

Greenbush and when he was prepared to assume the responsibilities of man- 
hood at the age of twenty-three years he chose to become a teacher. For 
seventeen years he followed this profession, spending his summers in active 

work at the carpenter’s trade. In 1893 he came to Adell and engaged in the 
business of buying eggs for a Milwaukee firm. For fifteen years he was thus 

employed until the incorporation of the Adell State Bank in 1908, when he be-
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came identified with that institution. The officers of the bank are as follows: 
Noah Saemann, president; A. W. Finnegan, vice president ; and Edwin C. Strat- 

ton, cashier. The directorate consists of George Bates, G. A. Schulz, Noah 

Saemann, A. W. Finnegan and E. C. Stratton. 

In 1877 Mr. Stratton was united in marriage to Miss Elva Miller, the daugh- 

ter of H. S. and Martha (Sheldon) Miller, natives of New York and Vermont 
respectively. The father on removing west first settled in Marquette county 
and later removed to Sheboygan county, where he cultivated a farm and also 
followed the carpenter’s trade. Mrs. Miller passed away in February, 1908, 
but Mr. Miller is still living. In their family were three children, as follows: 
Mrs. Stratton; Louise, who married E. C. Parsons, of Goodman, Missouri; and 

Elbert H., of Everett, Washington. Mr. and Mrs. Stratton have seven children, 

namely: Mattie, born in 1878, who married John Plekenpol, of Adell, Wisconsin; 

William H., born in 1880, of Milwaukee; Alma C., born in 1882, who married 

Ernest Sheldon, of Everett, Washington; Ralph H., born in 1887, residing in 
Milwaukee; Louise A., born in 1889, who resides at home; Carrie S., born in 

1891, engaged in teaching school; and Ruth, born in 1894, who is at home. 

Mr. Stratton has made a study of politics as affecting national, state and 
municipal affairs, and gives his support to the policy of the republican party 

whose candidates receive the assistance of his influence. He has held various 
town offices, for his cooperation in all measures for local development and im- 

provement may be counted upon by his fellow townsmen. He is a member of 

the Modern Woodmen of America, but in the division of his time between busi- 

ness, political and social duties he never allows that belonging to the first named 
to be encroached upon and is essentially a worker and a business man. 

: JACOB F. MILLER. 

Jacob F. Miller, who is engaged in general agricultural pursuits in the 
vicinity of Rhine, is a worthy representative of Sheboygan county’s pioneer 
settlers. His birth occurred on the farm where he is now residing, on the 27th 

of April, 1858. His father, Frederick Miller, was born, reared and married in 

Germany, his natal day being the 8th of December, 1818. He emigrated to the 
United States in 1851, first locating in Buffalo, New York. Sixteen months later 
he continued his journey westward, Sheboygan county being his destination. 
Upon his arrival here he bought forty acres of land in the vicinity of Rhine, 
and after making the necessary improvements settled there with his family, 
and diligently applied himself to the further improvement and cultivation of his 
farm during the remainder of his active life. He passed away on the 6th of 
December, 1889. His children numbered five, four sons and one daughter, to- 
gether with one adopted daughter, Sophia, all of whom were reared in the faith 

of the Evangelical church in which the parents held membership. i 

The entire life of Jacob F. Miller has been passed amid the scenes of his 
boyhood days. At the usual age he began his education in the district schools, 

and while engaged mastering the common branches was qualifying himself for 
an agricultural career by assisting his father with the work of the fields and care
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of the crops. After laying aside his text-books he gave his entire time and 
attention to the work of the home farm, of which he subsequently became the 
owner. ‘ 

On the 13th of January, 1881, Mr. Miller was married to Miss Mary Bub, a 

daughter of Jacob Bub. The father was a native of Germany, whence he em- 
igrated to the United States in the early ’50s and located on a farm in the vicinity 
of Rhine and there he reared his family, consisting of six daughters and one son. 
Mr. Bub, who was a member of the Evangelical church, passed away on the 6th 
of July, 1875. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller have been born the following children: 
John, a machinist, who is married and lives at Chilton, Wisconsin; Fred, who is 

married, living at Elkhart Lake, this state, where he is engaged in buying stock; 

Jacob, a machinist, who lives at Chilton, this state; Emma, who is twenty-one 

years of age, living at home; Laura, who is nineteen, working at Sheboygan; 
Thomas, a youth of sixteen; Benjamin, who is thirteen; and David, a lad of 

nine. The last three are all living at home. 

The family are members of the Evangelical church and in politics Mr. Mil- 

ler is a democrat. He has at various times been called to public office, having 
served as town clerk for ten years, beginning his duties in 1883. He was chair- 
man of the town board for five years and also held the office of county clerk 
from 1893-95, when a political land slide made the county republican. At pres- 
ent he serves as chairman of the county board. Mr. Miller is highly thought of 
in his community, where he has passed his entire life and is known to be ab- 

solutely reliable and trustworthy in all of his transactions. 

GEORGE W. BATES. 

George W. Bates is the owner of three hundred and fifty acres of highly 

developed farm land located in Sherman township, where he is engaged in gen- 
eral farming and in the breeding and raising of pure-blooded Holstein-Friesian 
cattle. He was born June 2, 1862, in Sherman township and is the son of Joseph 

D. and Joann (Robinson) Bates. The father was a native of England, his birth 
having occurred in Lincolnshire, on December 11, 1833, while the mother was 

born in Putnam county, New York, December 17, 1831. The paternal grand- 

parent, George Bates, was born in Lincolnshire, England, September 7, 1803, 
and was one of an old English country family. He was the first member of the 
Bates family to emigrate to America. He reached the shores of the new world 
from his native land in 1833, settling first in Canada and later taking up his 

abode in St. Lawrence county, New York. In 1849 he moved to Wisconsin and 

settled on section 22, in Sherman township, Sheboygan county. The land upon 

which he settled was native forest, densely covered with all the varieties of hard 
wood common to this section of the state. He established his home upon that 
land, which he improved and upon which he continued to live until late in the 
*50s, when he removed to Iowa and a few years later returned to Wisconsin, 

taking up his abode in Fond du Lac, where he continued to reside until the time 

of his death. In England he married Maria Hill, who was born in Lincolnshire, 

April 25, 1803, and to them nine children were born: Jane, who became the wife
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of a Mr. Brooks, of St. Lawrence county, New York, and is now deceased; 
Hannah, who is the widow of Eli Mitchell and resides in Fond du Lac county, 
Wisconsin; Sarah, deceased; Joseph D., the father of George W. Bates, of this 
review; Amos M., who resided in Buffalo county, Wisconsin, and is now de- 

ceased; Edward, who served as a soldier in the Civil war, as a member of the 

Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and died while in service; George 
R., who resides in Anoka, Minnesota, and who served as a soldier in the Civil 

was as a member of the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry; Anna 

Maria, who is the widow of Elisha Robinson and resides in Plymouth, Wis- 

consin; and William J., who resides in Anoka, Minnesota, and who also served 

in the Civil war as a member of the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. 

Joseph D. Bates, the father, was reared in his parents’ home and received 

his early education in the public schools. He spent the early years of his man- 
hood on his father’s farm. At the age of twenty-two he purchased one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land located on section 11 in Sherman township and 
later, in 1857, he bought sixty-five acres situated on section 3 in that township, 
to which he removed and there continued to live during the remainder of his 
life. He later sold his original purchase of one hundred and sixty acres on sec- 
tion 11 and added by purchase at various times additional amounts of land to 

his sixty-five acre farm until he owned an estate of three hundred and fifty 
acres of highly developed land at the time of his death, which occurred April 
24, 1904. On August 25, 1855, he was united in marriage to Miss Joann Rob- 
inson, who was the daughter of Noah and Huldah (Kelly) Robinson, the Robin- 
son family being one of the very early pioneer families of Putnam county, New 
York, several members of which were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. Noah 
Robinson moved to Wisconsin in 1847 and located on section 3 in Sherman 
township and there continued to live until the time of his death. In his family 
were ten children: Henry, who- made his home in Lyndon township and is now 
deceased; William, who resided in Sherman township and is also deceased; 

John, whose death occurred in Putnam county, New York; Joann, now the ~ 
widow of Joseph D. Bates; Elisha, who served his country in the Civil war as 
a member of the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and who died 
while in service; Abner, who was a minister of the Baptist church at Mondova, 

Buffalo county, Wisconsin, now deceased; Adah, who is the widow of Amos 

M. Bates and resides in Sheboygan; Electa Jane, who became the wife of S. D. 
Hubbard, of Mondova, and is now deceased; Cordelia, the wife of C. A. Spauld- 

ing, of Mondova; and Samuel, who died in infancy. To Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 

D. Bates four children were born: Sanford and Huldah Jane, both of whom are 

deceased, the former passing away at the age of sixteen and the latter at the 
age of two; George W., of this review; and Eva J. The mother of these chil- 

dren is still living at the advanced age of eighty years and makes her home 
with her son, George W. Bates. Her memory is unimpaired and she is enabled 
to give a very graphic and correct account of the early pioneer days of Sherman 
township. 

George W. Bates was reared in his parents’ home and received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools of Sherman township, later becoming a pupil in the 

high school at Plymouth. At the close of his school years he remained under
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the parental roof and was engaged at work on his father’s farm, where he con- 

tinued until the time of his father’s death, after which he assumed complete 
charge of the entire interests of the estate. He is one of the principal stock- 

holders of the Adell Canning Company, of which he was one of the original 

organizers and of which he is now the president. He is also one of the original 
stockholders of the State Bank of Adell, of which he is a member of the board 

of directors. He is also a member of the Holstein-Friesian Association of 
America. 

Mr. Bates is one of the largest and most enterprising and up-to-date agricul- 
turists of Sheboygan county, where he is engaged in the cultivation of a highly 
developed farm of three hundred and fifty acres and specializes in the breeding 
and raising of pure-blooded Holstein-Friesian dairy cattle. His farm is one 
of the show places in the state and is justly entitled to be numbered among the 
most highly developed and best conducted farms in Sheboygan county. He 
is a man of unquestioned integrity in business affairs and is active in the pro- 
motion of any public measure intended to improve the condition of the people 
of the state and community in which he lives. 

E. P. KOLBERG. 

E. P. Kolberg is proprietor of the Kolberg Steam Laundry, the largest en- 
terprise of the kind in Sheboygan. Its location is at 816 New York avenue, 
and Mr. Kolberg has conducted the business continuously since 1892. In 1887 

he came to Sheboygan. He was born in Norway, February 3, 1864, his parents 
being John H. and Sorine Kolberg, who in 1869 left the land of the midnight 
sun and sailed for America. On reaching the eastern coast they at once made 
preparation to continue their journey into the interior of the country and settled 

at Bear Mills near La Crosse, Wisconsin. Later a removal was made to Black 

River Falls where John H. Kolberg engaged in the manufacture of oils for 
medicinal purposes. He had previously manufactured burning oil from pine, but 

the discovery of petroleum had obliged him to withdraw from the business in 
which he was engaged. He died at Black River Falls in 1881 when fifty-eight 

years of age and his wife passed away at Phoenix, Arizona, after which her re- 

mains were brought back for interment by the side of her husband in the Black 
River Falls cemetery. 

E. P. Kolberg was a lad of five years when he came to Wisconsin and at 
the age of twelve he left school for the financial condition of the family rendered 
it imperative that he provide for his own support. He became a clerk in a 

general store and the proceeds of his labor went toward household expenses in 
his father’s home. For about five years he was employed at clerking in Black 

River Falls and then came to Sheboygan where he entered the employ of Emil 
Keller. Later he became a salesman in a clothing house of Milwaukee but 
afterward returned to Sheboygan and went upon the road for the Vollrath 
Manufacturing Company. He then engaged jin the laundry business for a year 
and thereafter once more entered the employ of the Vollrath Manufacturing 

Company. Later, however, he again established himself in the laundry busi-
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ness in which he has met with substantial success, having now the largest en- 
terprise of this kind in the city. His plant is splendidly equipped with modern 
machinery, much of the work being done by motor and steam power. Em- 

ployment is given to thirty people which fact indicates something of the growth 

of his patronage, inasmuch as two people did all the work when he started in the 

business. 
Mr. Kolberg was married in Sheboygan, November 2, 1891, to Miss Adele 

Mueller, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Mueller, her father formerly 
being president of the H. G. Mueller Manufacturing Company and an old and 
honored resident of Muellersville which was named for him. A more extended 

sketch of Mr. Mueller appears in another place of this work. Mr. and Mrs. 

Kolberg have two sons, Victor and Everett, who are attending school. The 
family reside at 722 Michigan avenue, in an attractive home which Mr. Kolberg 
purchased in 1902. The parents are members of the Congregational church 
and are much interested in the progress and welfare of the city along material, 
intellectual as well as moral lines. Mr. Kolberg holds membership with the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias, the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles and the Modern Woodmen of America. He is also a charter 

member of the Sheboygan Country Club and he manifests attractive personal 
qualities which have rendered him popular in a large social circle while his 
sterling business traits have gained for him the high regard, confidence and good- 
will of all with whom he has come in contact through his business dealings. He 
deserves much credit for what he has accomplished and his prosperity may be 

attributed to his unfaltering perseverance. 

TE. FLEISCHER. 

T. E. Fleischer, manager of the Sheboygan Lime Works, was born in Chi- 
cago, Illinois, September 8, 1859, the son of Frederick A. and Charlotte (Bun- 
ger) Fleischer, both of whom were natives of Saxony, Germany. In 1848 the 
father emigrated to the new world, settling soon after his arrival in this country 

in Chicago. He was a tailor by trade and followed that business for fifty years. 
He remained in active business life until within a few years of his death, which 
occurred in 1902, when he had attained the age of seventy-nine years. He was 
a successful business man and much respected by all who knew him. In the 
family of Frederick A. and Charlotte Fleischer were nine children, the subject 

of this review being the sixth in order of birth. 
In the public and high schools of Chicago T. E. Fleischer obtained his educa- 

tional advantages. Like his father, he also became a tailor by trade, a business 

in which he continued for twenty-four years. Upon coming to Sheboygan, in 

August, 1899, he was engaged by the Sheboygan Lime Works as its general 
manager and superintendent, a position which he has since held with distinction 

to himself and entire satisfaction to the company, in which he also owns a 

material interest. 
For his companion and helpmate in life Mr. Fleischer chose Miss Emelia B. 

Roth, a daughter of Henry E. Roth, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this
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volume. They have become the parents of a daughter, Elsa. In his fraternal 
relations Mr, Fleischer is a member of the Masonic order, belonging to the 
Royal. Arch chapter, and he is also affiliated with the Benevolent Protective 
Order of Elks. He has been very succssful as a business man, possessing ex- 

ecutive ability to a high degree and having excellent judgment in handling all 
the details of the lines with which he has been connected. He possesses special 
ability as a manager, having mastered all the details of the work in which he is 
now engaged and his faculty for handling employes and turning out work is 
peculiarly adapted to the demands of his present situation. During the years that 
he has lived in Sheboygan he has formed a large acquaintance both in a busi- 
ness and social way and wherever he is known he is greatly respected as a busi- 
ness man and citizen. 

EDWARD PLASTER. 

One of the most prominent farmers of Sheboygan county and a man who 
is in a large measure responsible for the progress and growth of the agricul- 
tural interests of that section, is Edward Plaster, who cultivates a tract of land 
in Scott township. He was born August 20, 1866, and is a son of Edward 
and Henrietta (Rounke) Plaster, both natives of Germany. Edward Plaster, the 
father, was born in Pommern in 1825, where he followed the trade of tailoring, 
coming to the United States in 1845. He worked at his business in Milwaukee 

for some time but removed to Sheboygan county in 1855, where he bought forty 
acres of unimproved timber land which he cleared and cultivated. Year by 

year he added to his holdings, increasing his equipment and modernizing his 
methods until upon his death, in 1896, he had an up-to-date farm of seventy-two 
acres which descended to his son. He served in the Civil war for one year as a 
member of the Fourteenth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and received 
honorable discharge at the end of the war, coming back to Sheboygan county and 
resuming his farm life. His wife, Henrietta Rounke, was also born in Ger- 
many and crossed the Atlantic alone when she was still a young girl. She mar- 
ried Edward Plaster, the father of the subject of this sketch, in Adell, Wis- 

consin, and is still living in this county, where she makes her home with her son. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Plaster became the parents of nine children of whom 

there are seven yet living: Minnie, who married August Radtke, of Cascade, Wis- 
consin; Gusta, the wife of George Forbes, of Madison, Wisconsin; Emma, who 

married Charles Grosskreutz and now resides in Sheboygan county; Anna, de- 
ceased; Edward, the subject of this sketch; Amelia, who married Frederick 
Hahn, of Nebraska; Ida, who married John Peters and resides in Nebraska: 

Julia, the wife of William Gandt, a prominent business man of Milwaukee; 

and Etta, the deceased wife of Julius Behnke. 

Edward Plaster was born upon the farm which he is now operating, and was 
educated in the public schools of Scott township. Up to the time of his father’s 

death in 1896 he remained at home assisting in the cultivation of the farm which 
he had rented for his own use ten years previously and continues to operate the 

same, the mother having an interest in the property. He has spent all of his
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active agricultural life in improving and clearing the acres on which he lives. 
He gives much of his time and attention to the dairy branch of the business and 
takes great pride in his ten head of high-grade cows. The products of his dairy, 
well known throughout the township and county, obtain ready sale upon the 
market on account of their high quality which has always been kept up to a 
remarkable standard. 

Edward Plaster was married, March 14, 1889, to Miss Tina Bartelt, a daugh- 
ter of Charles Bartelt, whose sketch appears on another page of this work. Mr. 

and Mrs. Plaster are the parents of three children: Ella, who was born on the 
15th of January, 1890; Lena, whose birth occurred on August 19, 1892; and 
Elnora, who is now sixteen years of age. The agricultural interests of the dis- 
trict of which Mr. Plaster is a resident have benefited greatly by his enterprise 
along these lines. His methods are resultant, his equipment is thoroughly up- 
to-date, his buildings modern and his dairy a splendid example of what intel- 
ligence and common sense will accomplish in this line. In politics he is con- 
sistently republican but beyond voting for the party candidate in national affairs 
he takes no active part in the public life of the township, preferring to devote 
himself to his family and the peaceful duties of farm life. He is a member of 
the Methodist church of Batavia, Wisconsin, and is actively interested in relig- 
ious and charitable organizations. 

REV. FRANK GRETHER, D. D. 

Rey. Frank Grether is devoting his life to the work of teaching, sometimes 
from the classroom, again from the lecture platform and from the pulpit. He 
is now professor of theology in the Mission House of Sheboygan county and 
during his connection with this institution has also devoted a number of years 
to the active work of the ministry in this part of the state. He was born in 
Akron, Ohio, April 10, 1856, a son of John Michael and Salome (Harter) 
Grether. The father was born in Baden, Germany, and after crossing the Atlantic 
to America made his way to Canton, Ohio, in 1847. He was a minister of the 
Reformed church and continued to devote his energies to that holy calling to the 
time of his death, which occurred in 1904, when he was seventy-six years of 
age. On the 17th of December, 1854, he married Salome Harter, who was born 
near Akron, Ohio, and died at Swanton, Ohio in November, 1908. Her father, 

Jacob Harter, was a veteran of the War of 1812. There were also interesting 

military chapters in the annals of the Grether family, for the great-grandfather 
of the Rev. Frank Grether in the paternal line was, according to a family chronicle, 
a soldier of the Revolutionary war, serving with General Lafayette’s army. 
There were ten children in the family of the Rev. John Michael Grether, four 
sisters who are yet living and six brothers of whom two are deceased. All of 
the brothers studied for the ministry, and one of the number, Rev. George 
Grether, is now pastor of the Reformed church at Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 

The Rev. Frank Grether pursued his early education in the district schools 
of Ohio and at thirteen years of age became a pupil in the Calvin Institute at 
Cleveland, Ohio, in which he studied for several terms. In 1872 he began
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teaching school in eastern Ohio, where he remained for four years, after which 
he attended Mount Union College at Alliance, Ohio. In 1876 he entered the 
seminary department of the Mission House at Franklin, Wisconsin, and com- 
pleted the theological course. He also pursued certain college studies in con- 

nection with his seminary course. As soon as he entered the Mission House he 
was appointed tutor of English. In 1878 he became pastor of the Reformed 

church in the township of Rhine and in addition to his labors in that capacity 

he continued his teaching in the Mission House. He was pastor of that church 
for eight years, and in 1879 he also organized a church in Greenbush, Sheboygan 
county, of which he was pastor for seven years. In 1886 he accepted a call as 

traveling missionary for the territory of Dakota, but the board of the Mission 
House refused to allow him to leave and issued a call to him to fill a full pro- 

fessorship in the Mission House, but it granted him a furlough of one year, 
which he spent in the northwest. He returned to the Mission House in 1887 

and has remained here continuously since as one of its professors. He taught 
both English and the natural sciences until 1908, in which year the three synods 

elected him professor of exegesis, and he is now teaching exegesis, New Testa- 

ment theology, Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic. The school is under control of 

three synods extending from coast to coast, and the students come from nearly 

all parts of the United States. In 1877 the Mission House conferred upon him 
the honorary degree of Master of Arts and the degree of D. D. was conferred 
upon him in the year 1903 by Franklin and Marshall College of Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, and by Heidelberg University, of Tiffin, Ohio. 

On the 24th of June, 1880, the Rev. Frank Grether was married to Miss 
Caroline W. Schaeferkort, of Rhine township. She is a native of Sheboygan 
county and a daughter of Herman and Elizabeth (Bunte) Schaeferkort. The 

father was born in Lippe-Detmold, Germany, and came to America in early life, 
arriving about 1855. He died December 28, 1906, having for but two weeks sur- 
vived his wife, who passed away on the 26th of November of the same year. 
Mr. and Mrs. Grether have become parents of four children. Alvin, who is 
married and has four children, is a graduate of the Mission House and is now 
preaching for the Reformed church at Postville, Green county, Wisconsin. 
Mary is the wife of Rev. Henry G. Settlage, a minister of the Reformed church 

at Potter, Calumet county, Wisconsin, by whom she has two children. Louise 

and Cordelia, the younger members of the family, are at home with their parents. 

Rev. Grether’s labors have been of no restricted order. He has worked persist- 

ently and untiringly to further the interests of the school with which he is con- 

nected, and his efforts have been productive of good results. 
; : 

GEORGE W. UBBELOHDE. 

George W. Ubbelohde is the owner of the Evergreen Dairy Farm, consisting 
of one hundred and twenty acres of fine agricultural land adapted to dairy pur- 

poses, located four and one-half miles west of Sheboygan Falls. He is a man 

highly respected throughout Sheboygan county and his dairy farm has long since 
enjoyed the enviable reputation of being one of the most highly developed and
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well equipped dairy farms in Wisconsin. He was born in Plymouth, August 27, 
1866, and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Ubbelohde. The father was a native of 

Hamburg, Germany, and emigrated to the United States in 1844, settling in New 

York city. He, however, remained there only a year and then removed to Wis- 
consin, settling in Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, on a farm where he 
continued to live until 1873. At that time he disposed of his property and moved 

to Fond du Lac, where he lived a retired life until 1887. He then removed to 
Glenbeulah, Sheboygan county, where he established a home and passed the re- 
maining years of his life. Mr, Ubbelohde was married in 1847 to Miss Malvina 

Halla, a native of Briehm, Germany. While a student at college she became ac- 
quainted with her future husband, before her removal to this country. She emi- 
grated to America in 1847 and upon reaching New York city her marriage was 
immediately celebrated and she and her husband removed to Wisconsin. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Ubbelohde were born ten children, all of whom survive: William, 

who is married and is engaged in farming in Waldo, Sheboygan county; Charles, 
who is married and resides at Castle Rock, Washington; Theodore, who is mar- 
ried and is engaged in farming and cheese-making at Hull’s Crossing, in Green- 
bush township; Edward, who is married and is engaged in farming near Glen- 

beulah; August, who is married and is engaged in farming at Long Prairie, Min- 

nesota; George W., of this review; Herman, who is married and is employed as 

an engineer in Milwaukee, this state; Charlotte, who married George Graves, 

a farmer of Glenbeulah; Amelia, the wife of William Coon, who is engaged in 

draying in Fond du Lac; and Mary, who is the wife of Fred Amwig, a farmer of 
Long Prairie, Minnesota. 

George W. Ubbelohde was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the 
district schools. After leaving school he at once engaged in farming, starting in 
life at the age of twenty-one. He first rented eighty acres of choice Wisconsin 
farm land which he successfully cultivated for three years or until 1889, when 

he purchased the property and has since added to his holdings until he is now the 
owner of one hundred and twenty acres of choice farm land, located four and 
one-half miles west of Sheboygan Falls. He has made a specialty of breeding 
high grade dairy stock and is operating his place as an up-to-date dairy stock 
farm. The farm is known throughout his portion of the state as the Evergreen 
Dairy Farm and is conceded to be one of the best equipped and most carefully 
cultivated and managed places of its kind in Sheboygan county. 

On December 28, 1887, Mr. Ubbelohde was united in marriage to Miss An- 
toinette Joslin, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Joslin, the father a native of 

New York and the mother of Germany. The father passed away not long after 
his marriage and the mother resides with her son on the old homestead. To Mr. 

and Mrs. Ubbelohde five children have been born: Grace, who is attending high 
school at Plymouth; Frank, who has pursued the short course at the university ; 
Jennie and Robert, residing at home; and Alice, who is attending high school at 

Sheboygan Falls. 
In politics Mr. Ubbelohde is a republican and for three years served as assessor 

for Sheboygan Falls and for eight years was chairman of the county board. He 
is at present serving in the office of highway commissioner and for the past fif- 
teen years has been clerk of the school district in which he lives. Fraternally he 
holds membership with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and is also a 
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member of the Equitable Fraternal Union. Mr. Ubbelohde and his wife are 
members of the Baptist church and he is one of the well known and useful citi- 
zens of the county in which he resides. His integrity in business transactions 
has never been questioned and the high standard of his moral life has been rec- 
ognized as one of the moulding influences for the betterment of the people 
throughout Sheboygan county. 

REINOLD A. LA BUDDE. 

Reinold A. La Budde has given his time and attention during almost all of 
his active career to agricultural pursuits. For a short time he left this line of 
activity to engage in the hotel business but soon resumed his farm life and has 
never left it since that time. He was born in Germany, April 15, 1857, a son of 
Ferdinand and Adeline (Namaetz) La Budde, natives of Stolpe, who came to 
America from Germany in 1858 and located in Plymouth, Wisconsin, where the 
father worked first at wagon making and then at farming. He retired from 
active work in 1875 and died in 1901, leaving a family of five children. He had 
survived his wife for a long time, her death having occurred in 1887. 

Reinold A. La Budde was educated in the common schools of his district and 
remained upon his father’s farm until he was twenty years old. He became 
well acquainted with the details of farm life and showed remarkable intelligence 
and a great liking for everything connected with the cultivation of the soil. He 
formed a partnership with his brother Theodore and rented the home farm for 
four years after his father’s retirement, making many improvements in build- 
ings and equipment and transforming the homestead and the acres surrounding 
it into a model and up-to-date farm. He spent one year traveling in the west 
but then returned home and spent a few months with his brother on the farm, 
later removing to Plymouth. Here he purchased one of the leading hotels and 
occupied himself with its management and direction for one year, but his in- 
tense interest in farm life and his love for the country led him, after a short 
time, to sell out his interests in the hotel business and return to the old home- 
stead, where he has resided since. 

In 1881 Mr. La Budde was united in marriage to Miss Josephine Gaffron, a 
daughter of Anthony Gaffron, a native of Germany, who came to America in 
1855. The father followed the occupation of tailoring first in New York for 
two years then in Plymouth, where he worked at his trade for fifteen years 
prior to his retirement. He was a member of the Roman Catholic church, in 
which faith he died in 1895. To our subject and his wife have been born twelve 
children: Otilia, aged twenty-nine, who is now the wife of Gust Torfeld, of Ply- 
mouth, Wisconsin; Ferdinand, who has attained the position of manager of 
the Plymouth Cheese Company at the early age of twenty-eight; Theodore, who 
is now twenty-six years old and lives with his wife in Sheboygan, where he 
holds a position with the local gas company ; Otto, aged twenty-five, who is also 
married and lives on a farm in Greenbush township; Frank, now in his twenty- 
fourth year, who is principal of the schools at Knapp, Wisconsin; Ida, aged 
twenty-one, who occupies the position of clerk in a Plymouth business house ;
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Anthony, aged twenty, living at home; and Edward, Leta, Rhyna, Lily and 
Adeline, aged respectively seventeen, sixteen, fourteen, eleven and nine years, 

all of whom are living with their parents on the home farm. 
Mr. La Budde gives his political allegiance to the democratic party and has 

been for many years a prominent figure in local public affairs. He has been 
director of the school board for twenty-four years and has always been actively 

interested in educational affairs. He is a prominent member of the Modern Wood- 

men of America and is associated with the Evangelical church. He has at- 
tained a degree of success in his chosen line of work which is only possible to 
an intelligent, high-minded and energetic man. Modern agriculture calls for 
the possession of these qualities just as insistently as does business or the pro- 

fessions, and Reinold A. La Budde has proved his ability by his undoubted 

success, : 

ELVIN A. ESTEY. : 

Elvin A. Estey, after many years of hardships and continuous toil, has been 

able to gather enough of this world’s goods unto himself which has enabled 
him to retire from the active conflict in the battle of business and spend 

the remaining years of his life in rest and reflection over the eventful years 
of his past history, so abundantly marked by tragic experiences which happily, 

however, at last have been crowned with plenty and peace. He resides at his 

picturesque and beautiful residence at Riverside in the county of Sheboygan, 
where he enjoys the universal good-will of all his old-time friends and new 
acquaintances. Mr. Estey was born in Summit county, Ohio, May 3, 1842, and 
is the son of Aaron Estey. His father, being a native of New York, removed 
to the west and settled first in Chicago for a brief time, after which he estab- 

lished his permanent home in Sheboygan county in the year 1848 on a farm in 

Lyndon township, where he continued to reside until 1885, at which time he 
sold the property to his son Elvin. 

Elvin A. Estey was reared in his father’s home and educated in the com- 
mon schools of the district in which he lived. During his early life he was oc- 
cupied during the interims of his school period in the usual work that falls to 
the lot of a farmer’s boy. He continued under the parental roof until the age 
of nineteen, when he enlisted for service in the Civil war at Sheboygan, June 3, 
1861, becoming a member of Company C, Fourth Wisconsin Infantry, the regi- 
ment being organized at Racine in the latter part of June. On the 16th of ; 

July they proceeded by way of Cleveland to Buffalo, New York, where 
Colonel Paine had some difficulty in securing transportation for the regiment to 

Elmira. After two hours’ sleep in camp there they boarded a train for Balti- 

more and, arriving at about two o'clock in the morning, marched through the 

streets, their band playing the Star Spangled Banner, and went into camp about 
six miles out at a place called Relay House in order to guard the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad. After an expedition on the eastern shore of Virginia in De- 
cember, 1861, the regiment returned to Baltimore and was in winter quarters 
there until March 6, 1862. They then took a steamer to Fort Monroe, where
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they landed to wait for transportation. With the arrival of the ships the Fourth 
Wisconsin, Sixth Michigan and Twenty-first Indiana boarded the great steamer 
Constitution to join Butler’s army at Ship Island in the Gulf of Mexico. While 
passing down the bay the rebel batteries opened fire, two cannon balls passing 
over the Constitution, while the others fell short. A voyage of six days brought 
them to Ship Island. On’ the 1st of May they entered New Orleans, the 
Fourth Wisconsin being the first regiment to march through the streets after 
the city surrendered. They had to march by platoon and had to charge bayo- 
nets to clear the street but they took possession of public buildings and restored 
order. Mr. Estey was in the first expedition up the Mississippi river to Vicks- 
burg, which was fired upon by a rebel battery near Grand Gulf, one man of 
the Sixth Michigan being killed. The colonel signaled for a gun to come up 
and give them a few shells when the Union troops landed but ‘there were no 
rebels to be found. They then went back down the river to Baton Rouge, Mr. 
Estey participating in the battle there August 5, 1862. He was also in the battle 
of Camp Bislin, April 12 and 13, 1863, when one thousand prisoners and thirteen 

pieces of artillery were captured. On the 21st of May, 1863, he was in a skirmish 
opposite Port Hudson, where they encountered a regiment of Texas Rangers. 
Mr. Estey had. his gunstock shot to pieces at that time. The troops fell back 
five miles, crossed the Mississippi and laid siege to Port Hudson, which sur- 
rendered July 8, 1864. 

Mr. Estey reenlisted January 5, 1864. He was, in a skirmish near Baton 
Rouge in July, one at Clinton, Louisiana, in August and another at that place 
in September. He was on scout duty with Lieutenant Earl when twelve Union 
men captured thirty rebel prisoners and brought them to camp. He partici- 
pated in the Davidson raid in December and, entering a rebel camp about two 
o'clock in the morning, they made way with fifty bushels of sweet potatoes, 
which made a much prized addition to the fare of the Union troops. A skir- 
mish at Rosedale, Louisiana, in February, 1865, was followed by the siege of 
Mobile in March and Mr. Estey was also in the seventy days’ raid under Gen- 
eral Grierson through Florida, Alabama and into Georgia, then back through 
Alabama and Mississippi. The troops reached Vicksburg in July, 1865, went 

across the river, passed through Texas under General Merritt and then went 

to camp at Brownsville, Texas, where one of their boys was hung by Mexicans 
while carrying dispatches. Mr. Estey was sent out with three men to investi- 
gate outrages committed by Mexicans ten miles from camp and finding their 
trail, followed it about five miles and surprised their camp. On seeing the 

Mexicans the little party drew their revolvers and charged at them and Mr. 
; Estey then dismounted and took the revolvers from the Mexicans, whom they 

then ordered on to their horses. With their seventeen prisoners they marched 
into camp, turning over the men to the commander at headquarters so they 
could have their trial. This ended Mr. Estey’s service in the United States 
army. He was discharged at Brownsville, Texas, May 28, 1866, reaching : 
home in June of that year. . 

Immediately following his discharge from the United States army he re- 
turned to the county of Sheboygan and at once engaged in farming, in which 
he continued to be successfully employed for many immediate years following. 
On the 16th of September, 1868, Mr. Estey was united in marriage to Miss
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Nancy Gearlds, a daughter of Edward Gearlds, of whom more extended men- 
tion is made on another page of this work in connection with the sketch of his 

son, John Gearlds. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Estey four children were born. Nettie, 
the mother of three children, is the wife of Richard Glenzer, a farmer residing 

near Greenbush. Clarence, who is engaged in the furniture and undertaking 

business at Wellington, Ohio, is married and has two children. Myrtle gave 
her hand in marriage to Leslie Bear, an employe in the government mail service. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bear reside at Waldo, Sheboygan county, and have three children. 
William resides at home and is engaged in the conduct of the farming interests 

at the old homestead in this county. 
Mr. Estey has a record of service rendered to his country scarcely paralleled in 

the annals of the average American citizen. At an early age in life, when this coun- 
try was in arms and in conflict, he threw himself into the most dangerous breach. 
It has been said that “he who goes forth to war, first dies; if he lives afterward, 

he lives to suffer and to fight.” Such is one of the experiences required of 

every man who would make of himself a brave defender of his country’s flag. 
The hazardous place to which duty called Mr. Estey during the war period 
and the splendid account he gave of himself in times of greatest danger and 
trial is a declaration to the living of today that he is justly entitled to be num- 

bered among the loyal and brave boys who wore the blue. That he did survive 
his war experiences has never ceased to be a subject of interest and wonder- 
ment to his comrades and friends. Happily, however, it fell to his lot to escape 

all harm and at the close of the conflict he returned to the peaceful pursuits of 
private life, in which for so many years he has been engaged in the honorable 

accumulation of the handsome estate upon which he lives in retirement in the 
enjoyment and confidence of his fellow citizens. 

JACOB JOHN HILPERTSHAUSER. 

The industrial interests of Sheboygan find a worthy representative in Jacob 
John Hilpertshauser, who is superintendent of the Globe Foundry & Machine 
Company of Sheboygan. He was born October 2, 1864, a son of Jacob Hilperts- 
hauser, who was a native of the canton of St. Gallen, Switzerland, in which 

country he was reared and in 1851 was married. He came to America with his 
wife and one child in 1854, settling in St. Louis, Missouri, where he followed 

the carpenter’s trade for two years. Subsequently he removed to Chicago and in 

1856 came to Sheboygan, while later he took up his abode at Howards Grove. 

He, however, returned to Sheboygan, where he worked at the carpenters’ trade _ 

and also did contracting, continuing in active connection with building opera- 
tions in this city to the time of his death, whch occurred on February 8, 1890, 
when he was sixty years of age. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Anna 

Schweitzer, is living at the age of eighty-three years. Mr. Hilpertshauser was a 
member of the Reformed church and was very active in politics as a supporter of 
the Democratic party. At the time of the Civil war he espoused the cause of the 
Union and went to the front with the Forty-fifth Wisconsin Infantry, doing 
active duty in defense of the old flag. He was wounded in an engagement but
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this did not keep him off duty for any length of time. Unto him and his wife 
were born ten children, of whom three are now living: Jacob and William, who 
are associated in business; and George, who is a contractor of Sheboygan. 

In the public schools J. J. Hilpertshauser pursued his education and after- 
ward learned the carpenter’s trade, at which he worked for one season for his 

father. He then began learning the machinist’s trade in the establishment of 
which he is now one of the proprietors, spending three years there. He then 

went to Chicago, where he continued in the same business for nine years, after 
which he returned to Sheboygan and entered the employ of the Myers Machine 
Company, with which he remained as foreman for eight years. In connection 
with his brother he then purchased an interest in the present plant in 1903 and has 

since figured prominently in industrial circles as one of the owners of the Globe 

Foundry & Machine Company, of which he is superintendent. His thorough 

training as a machinist and his previous experience well qualify him for the oner- 
ous and responsible duties that now devolve upon him and enable him to carefully 
direct the labors of those who serve under him so that there is no needless ex- 
penditure of time, labor or material. 

Mr. Hilpertshauser was married in 1895 to Miss Bessie Boehme, who was 
born in Sheboygan in 1872 and is a daughter of Charles and Emelia (Knolle) 
Boehme, both of whom are still living. The father was for many years a busi- 
ness man on the south side but is now living retired. Mr. and Mrs. Hilperts- 
hauser have four living children: Blanche, now teaching school at Lake Forest, 

Illinois ; Carl, a high-school student; and Fred and Eveline, aged respectively ten 

and eight years. They, too, are in school. The parents also lost one child. They 
are members of the Reformed church of Sheboygan and Mr. Hilpertshauser 

belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp. He never takes an active interest in 

politics, yet is not neglectful of the duties of citizenship, for his aid and coopera- 

tion can always be counted upon to further progressive public measures. He is 

leading a busy and useful life, for he early realized that there is no royal road to 
success and he has, therefore, placed his dependence upon the safe, substantial 

qualities of indefatigable energy and unfaltering industry. 

FRED C. REINEKING. 

Fred C. Reineking, who is engaged in the manufacture of cheese in Herman 
township, is an enterprising citizen whose close application and industry have 

constituted the measure of his success. He was born August 15, 1853, in Her- 
man township, a son of Simon Reineking, who was born in Germany and was 
reared to the occupation of farming. In 1847 the father came to America and, 
traveling across the country, made his way to Milwaukee. He afterward came 
to Herman township, Sheboygan county, where he settled upon a farm, pur- 

* chasing land which he converted into rich fields. He came to this country with 
his father and after arriving in the new world turned his attention to general 
agricultural pursuits which he continued to follow until his death, about twenty 

years ago. He had a farm of two hundred acres upon which he placed many
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modern improvements and equipment, while his methods of tilling the soil con- 
verted the wild timber land into productive fields. He was one of the mem- 
bers of the Reformed church and was prominent in local political affairs, serv- 
ing as clerk of his township. He married Catherine Wehrmann, who was a 
native of Germany, their marriage, however, being celebrated after they became 
residents of Sheboygan county. To them were born six children; Simon, who 
is married and lives in the Dakotas; Fred; Henry, who operates a farm in 
Herman township; August, living on the old homestead in Herman township; 
Conrad, who is married and lives upon a farm in Herman township; and John, 
who is a practicing physician living in Hortonville, Wisconsin. 

Fred C. Reineking pursued his education in the German district schools and 
worked upon the home farm until 1872, when at the age of nineteen years he 
began learning the cheese-maker’s trade. He has followed this business since with 
the exception of a few years, when he was engaged in making butter in Outa- 
gamie county. He pursued a dairy course at Madison, learning the butter-mak- 
ing business, and he has always used scientific methods in the manufacture of 
cheese as well. He now has a fine factory, well equipped, and devotes practically 
his entire time to the work of manufacturing cheese of high grade, so that the 
products of his dairy find a ready sale on the market. 

On the 8th of September, 1881, Mr. Reineking was married to Miss Ursula 
Legler, a daughter of Ulrich and Agatha (Rohrer) Legler. Her father was a 
farmer and also operated a gristmill in Fond du Lac county. He came from 
Switzerland to America in 1848 and the mother, a native of the same country, 
arrived in the United States a few years later. They settled in Fond du Lac 
county, where they continued to make their home until called to their final rest. 
The father died December 25, 1911, at the age of ninety-two years, and the 
mother passed away April 28, 1902. Mr. and Mrs. Reineking have been life- 
long residents of this part of the state and have a wide acquaintance which has 
resulted in gaining for them many warm friendships. ° 

WILLIAM SEBOLD. 

A well known pioneer resident of Plymouth and a veteran of the Civil war 
is William Sebold, who for more than forty years was actively and successfully 
identified with the business circles of this city, but is now living retired. His 
birth occurred in Prussia on the 14th of December, 1843, and he is a son of Wil- 

liam and Rika (Grumso) Sebold. The parents were also natives of Germany, 
the father having been born in 1809 and the mother in 1816. In 1852 they 
emigrated to the United States with two sons, locating in Sheboygan Falls. 
There the father, who was a tailor by trade, established a shop that he main- 
tained for ten years. At the expiration of that time he purchased some land 
and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. Both he and the mother passed 
away on their farm, the latter dying in 1876 and the former in 1892. While liv- 

ing in Germany, during his early manhood, he served for three years in the 
army. In order of birth the family of Mr. and Mrs. Sebold is as follows:
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Herman, who is living in Sheboygan; William, our subject; and Richard, who is 

a resident of Lima, this county. 

: The first eight years in the life of William Sebold were passed in his native 

country, and there he began the education which was completed in the schools 
of Sheboygan Falls. After laying aside his text-books he became self-dependent 
and for two years thereafter worked as a farm hand in this country. At the 

end of that time he went to Sheboygan and during the succeeding two years 
worked at various occupations, and then obtained employment in the saloon of 

Mr. Shrier, remaining in his service for six years. On the 1st of March, 186s, 

he enlisted in the Forty-fifth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry and went to the 
front, remaining in the army until honorably discharged in August, 1865. When 
mustered out he returned to Sheboygan and worked for Mr. Schrier for a time 
and then accepted a position as traveling salesman with a wholesale liquor house 
for two years. In 1868, he came to Plymouth and opened a grocery and liquor 

store, that he conducted until 1906. He disposed of this enterprise in the latter 
year and subsequently engaged in the general mercantile business for two and a 
half years. Having acquired a competence that would amply provide for the 

needs of himself and family, he sold his store and withdrawing from business 
built his present beautiful residence and has ever since been living retired. 

In 1868, Mr. Sebold was united in marriage to Miss Amelia Kuerinchild, 
a daughter of Frederick Kuerinchild, who emigrated to the United States from 
Germany in 1852, locating in Plymouth. Here Mrs. Sebold passed away in 1887, 
leaving five children: Rose, who was born in 1869, the wife of W. J. Drury, of 
Milwaukee; B. W., who was born in 1872, now living in Baltimore, Maryland; 

Amelia, whose natal year was 1874, the wife of Richard Hise, of Plymouth; 

Willa, whose birth occurred in 1875, the wife of O. R. Ulrich, of Plymouth; 
and Elsie, who was born in 1882 and is married to H. K. Pratt, of Appleton, 

Wisconsin. In 1887 Mr. Sebold was married to Miss Amelia Walter, who was 

born and reared in Sheboygan Falls and is a daughter of Frederick Walter, 
and to them have been born two:children: W. W., whose birth occurred in 

1890, now attending Marquette College; and Maleta, who was born in 1892, now 

teaching in Sheboygan Falls. s 
Fraternally Mr. Sebold is a member of H. P. Davidson Post, No. 212, G. 

A. R., of Plymouth. His political support he’ gives to the democratic party and 
for one year he served as alderman while for two he acted as assessor. He 
enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance in this section of the county, where 

he has passed the greater part of his life and is numbered among the substantial 
citizens of the town. 

CHRIST SIXEL, 

Christ Sixel, a native son of Sheboygan county, devotes his time and energies 
to the operation of an excellent farm of one hundred and twelve acres which 

he owns on section 9, Mosel township. It was in that township that his birth 
occurred, his natal day being May 12, 1873. His father, George Sixel, a native 

of Germany, was but three years of age when brought to America by his par-
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ents, Christopher ‘and Barbara Sixel. The family home was established in 

Mosel township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, where George Sixel continued 

to reside until called to his final rest in 1908 at the age of fifty-eight years. His 
widow still resides in Mosel township, where she has an extensive circle of 
friends. 

Christ Sixel was educated in the district schools and when not busy with text- 

books assisted his father in the operation of the home farm, early gaining a 
thorough knowledge of the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for crops. 
In 1899 he started out as an agriculturist on his own account, purchasing the 
farm of one hundred and twelve acres which he now owns and operates. The 
fields of early spring give promise of golden harvests in the autumn, for he is 
practical in his methods and progressive in all that he undertakes. He raises 

the cereals best adapted to soil and climate, and their annual sale yields him a 

gratifying income. 

On the 19th of October, 1899, Mr. Sixel was united in marriage to Miss 
Amelia Feidler, of Meeme, Manitowoc county, her father being Robert Feidler, 

an agriculturist by occupation. Our subject and his wife have two children, 
Palmer and Alwin, both at home. 

Mr. Sixel has served his fellow townsmen in the capacity of road master. 
His religious faith is that of the Evangelical church. Both he and his estimable 
wife have a host of warm friends throughout the community and justly merit 
the regard and esteem which is uniformly accorded them. 

WILLIAM C. DAMROW. 

William C. Damrow is among the most successful and enterprising farmers 
of Sheboygan Falls township, where he is located on a fine farm two miles 
north of the city of Sheboygan Falls. He was born in Sheboygan county, 
April 7, 1868, and is the son of Gottfried and Mary (Logemann) Damrow, 

both of whom were natives of Germany. The grandparents emigrated to Amer- 
ica in 1853 and settled on a farm in Sheboygan Falls township, where they con- 

tinued to live during the remaining years of their lives, the grandfather dying 

at the age of fifty-five and the grandmother at eighty-two. Both grandparents 
were buried in Mohler cemetery, Sheboygan county. Gottfried Damrow, the 
father of the subject of this review, was born in Germany, January 6, 1838, and 
emigrated with his parents to America when a lad in 1853. He was reared in 
his parents’ home and received his education in Germany. On his arrival in the 
new world he settled with his father in Sheboygan county and was there engaged 
in farm work until he was twenty-four years of age. At that time he pur- 

chased forty-five acres of land located on section 14, Sheboygan Falls township, 

and later added to his original purchase forty acres located on section 24. Upon 
that property he established his home and continued to be engaged in general 

farming until 1902, at which time he sold his farm to William C., the subject of 

this review, and retired from the business. He later devoted his time to the 

insurance business only, a business which he had followed as a side line pre- 
viously, having had the agency for the town of Herman for the Mutual Fire
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Insurance Company for twenty-seven years. In 1g1r he retired permanently 
from business life. He has been active and useful in township affairs serving 

two terms as township treasurer and five years as supervisor. On the 5th of 

July, 1861, he was united in marriage to Miss Logemann, a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dietrich Logemann, the former a native of Prussia, Germany, and the 
latter of Hanover, Germany. The father emigrated with his parents to the 
United States in 1843 and the mother in 1842, when she was an infant in arms. 

During the active business years of the father’s life he was engaged in general 
farming and also in the operation of a hotel at Sheboygan Falls. Both the 
father and the mother passed away many years ago. The mother was buried in 
Henry cemetery and the father in Mohler cemetery. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dam- 
row eight children were born, seven of whom are still living, namely: Ernestine, 
the wife of Henry Erbstozer, of Lima township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin; 
Gottfried, Jr., who is engaged in farming in Sheboygan township; Louis, a 
resident of Sheboygan Falls township; William C., who is the subject of this 

review and resides upon the old homestead; Catharine, the wife of Adam 

Winter, who is engaged in farming in Sheboygan Falls township; Minnie, who 
married Fred Langner, a farmer of Lima township, Sheboygan county, Wis- 
consin ; Oscar O., who is married and is engaged as a cheese maker in Sheboygan 
Falls township ; and Mary, who died in infancy. Mrs. Gottfried Damrow passed 
away in 1905. 

William C. Damrow was reared in his parents’ home and received his edu- 

cation in the public schools of Sheboygan county. He remained under the 
parental roof and was engaged in work on his father’s farm until 1902, at which 
time he purchased of his father the old homestead upon which he has since con- 

tinued to live and devotes himself to general farming and to the raising of 

high-grade dairy cattle and stock. He is a member of the Reformed Lutheran 
church. He has been treasurer of Sheboygan Falls township for two years, 
a member of the board of supervisors for four years and for seventeen years 
has been the treasurer of the school district in which he lives. He is politically 

affiliated with the democratic party. William C. Damrow is one of the well 
known and successful farmers of Sheboygan county and a man whose reputation 
for integrity has always been above reproach. 

JOHN F. KALK. 

John F. Kalk, engaged in the manufacture of cheese, his skill and enter- 

prise resulting in the production of a high-grade product, makes his home in 
Herman township, within the borders of which his birth occurred August 23, 

1874. His father, Julius Kalk, came from Germany in 1848, settling on the 
farm now occupied by his son Richard. Throughout his entire life he carried 
on general agricultural pursuits. He was married after coming to the new 

world to Miss Louise Oetling, who still survives and is yet living on the old 
homestead. The father was but twelve years of age when, in 1848, he made the 
voyage to the new world, having been born in 1836. He crossed the Atlantic 

with his parents and the Kalk family became identified with the pioneer develop- 

ment of Sheboygan county. Julius Kalk bore his part in the arduous task of
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developing and improving a new farm and throughout his life gave his atten- 
tion to the work of the fields. 

John F, Kalk pursued a district-school education and worked upon the 
home farm until twenty years of age. He then began learning the business of 
the manufacture of cheese, which he has followed continuously since 1894. In 
1901 he started a cheese factory where he is now carrying on business, previous 
to which time he had spent five years in the employ of others. The cheese which 
he manufactures is of excellent quality and is made with strictest regard to 
scientific and sanitary conditions. His output, therefore, finds a ready sale on 
the market and is bringing to him a substantial financial return. 

In January, 1903, Mr. Kalk was united in marriage to Miss Mary Hick- 
mann, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stresa Hickmann. Mrs. Kalk’s father is now 
deceased but the mother is living at Schoolhill, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin. 
Mr. and Mrs. Kalk have four children, namely, Julius, Philip, Norma and Elmer. 
The parents have been lifelong residents of this part of the state and John F. 
Kalk has become established as an enterprising business man, for he has de- 
monstrated the fact that he is not afraid of hard work and close application 
and that he will utilize every honorable effort for business advancement. 

GEORGE ADAM HIRSCH. 

The extensive bakery business which George Adam Hirsch is now conducting 
had its inception in 1891. From a small beginning the enterprise has grown 
steadily and now constitutes one of the important, productive industries of 
Sheboygan. The success of this undertaking is due to the courage, progressive 
methods and thorough reliability of George Adam Hirsch, who, like many of 
the city’s substantial and valued residents, is a native of Germany. He was 
born in Seckenheim, not far from Mannheim, Baden, April 3, 1864. His father, 
Joseph Hirsch, was born in the same locality in 1824 and there followed the 
occupation of farming. At the time of the revolution of 1848 he joined the 
army and participated in active military duty. He died in 1876 while his wife, 
who bore the maiden name of Catherina Bleemel, survived him until 1905, pass- 
ing away at the age of seventy-four. In their family were five children, Jacob, 
Maria, Philip, Peter and George A. With the exception of the last named all 
are still residents of Germany and the sister is now the wife of Peter Grabb. 

George A. Hirsch was a pupil in the public schools of his native country to 
the age of fourteen years when he began learning the baker’s trade at which he 
worked for two years. He then started out as a journeyman and traveled 
through his native country for ten years in order to acquaint himself with the 
trade which he followed in different parts of Germany. On the expiration of 
that decade he came to America, accompanied by his wife and family and since 
1888 has resided continuously in Sheboygan. For one year he worked at his 
trade in connection with the Mohr bakery and later was with his brother, for a 
year. In 1891 he opened a bakery on his own account and has since developed 
a business of extensive and gratifying proportions, so that he now employs four 
men to deliver his goods. His bakery products are of excellent quality and his
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business methods have brought to him an extensive and gratifying patronage. 
All work is done neatly, promptly and scientifically and his success is the merited 
reward of close application and unfaltering diligence. 

In 1887 Mr. Hirsch was united in marriage to Miss Barbara Heer, who was 
born in Lampertheim, Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, in 1866, and is a daughter 

of Peter Heer, who was a farmer by occupation. Mr. and Mrs. Hirsch have 

two children: Philip, born in 1888; and Anna Rosa, in 1890. The son is proy- 

ing of valuable assistance to his father in the management and conduct of the 
business. Mr. Hirsch belongs to the Germania Society of Sheboygan. He has 

ever been content in his resolution to make the United States his home. He has 
here found the opportunities which he sought and in their improvement has 

worked his way steadily upward so that he is now numbered among the sub- 
stantial residents of the county and as a business man contributes to the enter- 
prise and upbuilding of the city in which he makes his home. 

HENRY W. SIEMERS. 

Henry W. Siemers is one of the young farmers of Herman township, cul- 
tivating two hundred and twenty acres of land devoted to the production of the 

cereals best adapted to soil and climate here. He also operates a cheese factory 
and his business interests are of an extensive and important character. He 
was born in Herman township, July 19, 1888, and is a son of William C. Siem- 

ers, who was also a native of the same township. The grandfather, William 

Siemers, came from Germany to the new world in 1856 in company with his 
father, the family home being established in Herman township, Sheboygan 

county. Reared to the occupation of farming, William C. Siemers, the father 

of our subject, made it his life work, establishing and maintaining his home on 
the farm which is now occupied by his son Henry. He lived a busy, active and 
useful life and not only carefully managed his own affairs but also served as 
supervisor of his township. He died in 1898. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Sophia Kammann, was born in Meeme township, Manitowoc county, 
and was a daughter of Henry Kammann, a native of Germany who now lives in 
Herman township. In the family of Mr. and Mrs, William C.-Siemers were 
five children, namely: Henry; Martha, who is the wife of William Kimme, a 

farmer residing in Herman township; and Sophia, Lillian and William, all at 

home. 

At he usual age Henry W. Siemers entered the district schools and therein 
pursued his education. During the summer months he worked in the fields and 
after leaving school he determined to devote his life to agricultural pursuits. In 

1909 he began farming on his own account on the old homestead and is now 
busily engaged in the cultivation and improvement of two hundred and twenty 

acres of rich and valuable land in Herman township. In addition to carrying 
on general farming he owns a cheese factory, employing a cheese maker in ad- 
dition to three hired men. He raises Holstein-Friesian cattle and Berkshire 

hogs and all branches of his business are proving profitable. His judgment is 
sound, his sagacity keen and his enterprise unfaltering, and that he is capable
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is indicated in the excellent appearance of the place and the success which has 

attended him in his undertakings. 
In September, 1908, Mr. Siemers was married to Miss Anna Kimme, a 

daughter of August Kimme, who resides upon a farm in Herman township. 
Having been lifelong residents of Sheboygan county, Mr. and Mrs. Siemers are 
widely known and their many good qualities ‘have gained them warm regard. 

LOUIS CONRAD. 

Louis Conrad, who is numbered among the worthy native sons and enter- 

prising agriculturists of Sheboygan county, is engaged in the operation of a 
farm of seventy-eight acres on section 8, Mosel township. He was born in 
Mosel township on the 29th of March, 1870, his parents being Peter and Mary 
(Prinz) Conrad, more extended mention of whom is made on another page 
of this work in connection with the sketch of Charles Conrad, a brother of our 

subject. 1 
In his youthful years Louis Conrad attended the district schools in the ac- 

quirement of an education that would fit him for the practical and responsible 
duties of later life. The work of the fields has claimed his attention throughout 
his entire life and his labors in this connection have been attended with excel- 
lent results. In 1902 he began farming for himself and during the past decade 
has operated a tract of seventy-eight acres on section 8, Mosel township. He 
owns stock in the Mosel & Centerville Telephone Company and is well known 
as one of the substantial and progressive citizens of the community. 

On the 25th of July, 1908, Mr. Conrad was united in marriage to Miss Ida 
Oswald, her father being Louis Oswald, an agriculturist by occupation. They 
have one child, Verna. Mr. and Mrs. Conrad are members of the Evangelical 
Association and are widely recognized as people of genuine personal worth. 

e 

G. EDMUND KNAUF, M. D. 

Dr. G. Edmund Knauf, a graduate of Rush Medical College of Chicago 
and county physician of Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, since 1908, was born at 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin, September 12, 1882. He is a son of John and Sylvia 
(Yerken) Knauf, both of whom were natives of Germany. The maternal grand- 
father, William Yerken, came to America in 1851, settling at Jamestown, Con- 
necticut. The paternal grandfather, becoming convinced that the new world 

offered advantages greatly superior to those of the fatherland, left Germany 
in 1846 and came with his family to the United States, casting his lot with the 
comparatively young and growing country on this side of the Atlantic. Like most 

of our excellent German-American citizens, he was loyal to the United States 

and when the war cloud gathered in 1861 he volunteered as a soldier in defense 

of the Union cause. He served for three years and was honorably mustered out 
at the end of that time. His son, John Knauf, was born in Treves, Germany,
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in 1844, and was therefore but two years of age when brought to this country, 
Upon attaining his majority he engaged as a dry-goods merchant, handling in 
connection with that line pop and other soft drinks, and was accounted a very 
successful man. ; 

Dr. G. Edmund Knauf acquired a common and high-school education in 

Wisconsin and early in his life decided upon the medical profession as the field 
for his life’s work. He accordingly fitted himself to enter Rush Medical College 
of Chicago, from which he was graduated with the class of 1904. That he was 
well adapted to become successful in his profession was clearly demonstrated 
while attending the medical school and by his graduation with high honors. 
Upon settling in Sheboygan he demonstrated by the successful way in which he 

handled his cases that he was a young doctor of ability and skill, inasmuch as 
he not only built up a gratifying practice, but was elected in 1908 to the position 

of county physician, which office he still holds. In the discharge of the duties 
devolving upon him in that connection he has shown the same skill that has 
characterized him in his private practice. His public position has served to 
extend very materially his acquaintance and enlarge his practice so that he has 

become well and favorably known among all classes of people of Sheboygan 
county. 

NICHOLAS EWERHARDT. 

The press of Sheboygan finds a worthy representative in Nicholas Ewer- 
hardt, vice president of the National Demokrat Publishing Company, who 
throughout his entire life has been identified with newspaper publication. She- 
boygan was but a small town when on the 18th of October, 1853, his birth here 
occurred. His father, John Ewerhardt, was born in the grand duchy of Luxem- 
burg, and throughout his entire life he followed the tailor’s trade. In his native 

country he wedded Margaret Reding, who was born in Luxemburg, on October 
23, 182f, and on May 26, 1852, they arrived in Sheboygan, coming by way 

of the Great Lakes from Buffalo. Here he again took up the tailoring busi- 

mess in which he continued throughout his business career. He died on Jan- 

uary 21, 1907, at the age of eighty four years, his wife having passed away on 

March 27, 1899. In their family were eight children of whom six are yet 
living, namely: Nicholas; Helen, who is the widow of Alvin Franke of Mil- 

waukee; John; Elizabeth, living in Chicago; Mary, at home; and Margaret, the 

wife of Peter Philippe of Milwaukee. 
Nicholas Ewerhardt has justly earned the trite but altogether expressive term, 

“a self-made man,” for whatever success he has achieved and enjoyed as the 
years have passed has come to him as the reward of his own labors. He started 

out to earn his own living when a youth of thirteen, and for four years was em- 
ployed by August Pott, publisher of the Sheboygan Zeitung. He then left She- 
boygan for Milwaukee where he remained for two years and then spent a 

similiar period in Chicago, but at the time of the great fire in that city in Octo- 

ber, 1871, he returned to Sheboygan. Subsequently he went to Watertown, 
Wisconsin, where he spent a year and a half in a printing office and then be-
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came connected with the Sheboygan Herald. In 1880 he left this city with 
the proprietor of the Herald for Durango, Colorado, but after a brief period 
spent in that city returned to Wisconsin and since 1881 has been continuously 
connected with the National Demokrat, being now vice president of the com- 
pany, which owns the paper, and foreman of the office. He has been active in 
making this one of the leading newspapers of this section of the state. It has 
ever been the advocate of the interests of the German-American citizens here, 
yet is sufficiently broad in its views and its purposes to support all projects and 
measures which are promulgated for the benefit of the entire public without 
regard to class or race. In fact, the Demokrat has become largely the mirror 
of public opinion and has also done much to guide public thought and action, 
seeking at all times progress and improvement. 

Mr. Ewerhardt was married to Miss Bertha Brand, a native of Sheboygan 
and a daughter of Andreas Brand, of Gotha, Thuringia, Germany, whose wife 
bore the maiden name of Georgiana Buckel. Mr. and Mrs. Ewerhardt have 
become the parents of seven children, four of whom are yet living: Otto J. Ewer- 
hardt; Dr. F. H. Ewerhardt, who is physical director of Washington University 
in St. Louis; Lydia, the wife of John Diestelhorst of Sheboygan; and Dr. Paul 
J. Ewerhardt, a graduate of Washington University. Mr. and Mrs. Ewerhardt 
lost two children in infancy while a daughter, Alma, who became the wife of 
E. Dix, died October 15, 1899. 

Mr. Ewerhardt was reared in the faith of the Catholic church. He belongs 
to the Sheboygan Mutual Laborers’ Benevolent Association, of which he is a 
trustee and which he joined upon its organization and is also a member of the 
Turnverein “Sheboygan” For one term he served as alderman of his ward, to 
which position he was elected on the democratic ticket. He is interested in mat- 
ters of public policy and in the significant questions of the day. 

JOHN L. BRYANT. 

John L. Bryant, a photographer of Sheboygan, has a well appointed and most 
astistic studio at No. 616 North Eighth street, where he has been engaged in busi- 
ness for the past thirteen years. His birth occurred in Sheboygan Falls on the 
28th of October, 1873, his parents being William P. and Marie (Dean) Bryant, 
both of whom survive. The father, who was born in Racine, Wisconsin, in July, 
1847, eventually located in Sheboygan county, and subsequently took up his abode 
in Sheboygan Falls, this state. From here, at the age of seventeen years he 
enlisted for service in the Civil war in which he served for one year, after which 
he taught school during the winter months throughout the county from 1875 
until 1892. He devoted the summers to general agricultural pursuits with grati- 
fying success. 

In the acquirement of an education John L. Bryant attended the public 
schools of the place of his nativity and after leaving the high school became 
interested in photography, which has claimed his attention to the present time. 
In 1892 he worked at that art in the service of T. C. Hawkins of Sheboygan 
Falls and in 1894 removed to Two Rivers, Wisconsin, where he was employed
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by F. A. Feiker. In 1899 he formed a copartnership with E. W. Ballschneider 
and purchased the photographic studio of C. H. Hallabach at No. 616 North 
Eighth street, Sheboygan. Nine years later he purchased the interest of Mr. 
Ballschneider and has since conducted the business independently. He is widely 
recognized as an efficient and able exponent of the art of photography and has 

won well merited success in this connection. 
As a companion and helpmate on the journey of life Mr. Bryant chose Miss 

Harriett G. Hauenstein, who was born in Chicago, a daughter of John F. and 
Harriett (Burk) Hauenstein, both of whom were natives of this country, the 

latter having been born in Buffalo, New York. John F. Hauenstein, who is now 
deceased, was engaged in business as a hardware merchant and manufacturer 
of dairy supplies in Sheboygan Falls. Mr. and Mrs. Bryant have twin girls, 
Jeannette Frances and Harriett Elizabeth. Fraternally Mr. Bryant is identified 
with the Knights of Pythias. In his native county he is well known and highly 
esteemed and has an extensive circle of warm friends. 

JOSEPH OSTHELDER. 

Joseph Osthelder is a veteran of the Civil war, having enlisted in April, 

1861, in Company C, Fourth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He has the 
distinction of belonging to that band of loyal men who responded to the first 
call of Abraham Lincoln for seventy-five thousand volunteers. He served as 
postmaster of Sheboygan Falls under Cleveland’s first term. Upon the organ- 

- ization of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Sheboygan Falls he was 
elected its president and has since served in that capacity. His birth occurred 

in Nimburg, Bavaria, Germany, on the 15th of September, 1840, his parents 
being Mr. and Mrs. Carl Osthelder. The mother died when our subject was 
only three years of age and in 1851, the father emigrated to America and set- 
tled in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he established himself in the cooperage 
business, continuing its conduct until he sold out in 1853. He then became in- 
terested in the brewing business at Sheboygan Falls and remained therein dur- 
ing the balance of his life. His demise occurred in 1863. He was twice mar- 
ried, his second wife bearing the maiden name of Mary Voss and being also a 
native of the fatherland. 3 

Joseph Osthelder was reared at home and received his education in the 

common schools. After putting aside his text-books he became identified with 
the brewing business, in which he was interested at the time of his enlistment 

in the service of his country in 1861. In the great American conflict it was his 
fortune to follow the leadership of General Benjamin F. Butler, who com- 
manded the Department of the Gulf. He remained in the United States service 
until July 24, 1864, when he received an honorable discharge and returned to 
Sheboygan Falls, interesting himself again in the brewing business, in which 
he continued until 1874. Severing his connection with this line in that year, 
he opened a wholesale establishment which he has maintained and enlarged 
with the advancing years. The business is now conducted under the manage- 
ment of his son, Louis G. His favorable acquaintance and reputation among
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the business men of Sheboygan ‘Falls resulted in his receiving the appointment 
as postmaster during Cleveland’s first term. He has also served in the capacity 
of deputy sheriff of Sheboygan county and is at present the efficient president 
of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Sheboygan Falls, being the only 
chief officer to whom this company has ever intrusted the management of its 
large business affairs. 

On the 5th of April, 1866, Mr. Osthelder was married to Miss Gertrude 
Meyerpeter, a daughter of Stephen Meyerpeter, who emigrated from Germany 
in 1837, making his first residence in St. Louis, from which city he removed 

to Dodge county, Wisconsin, in 1847, making the journey through the broken 
country and primeval forests of Wisconsin with an ox team. Of the children 
born to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Osthelder, Alma, is the widow of Louis 

Jenkins, and resides with her child in Nevada. Joseph G., who is employed 
as express and postal telegraph agent, is married and has one daughter and 

resides at Sheboygan Falls. Oscar P. serves as assistant cashier in a bank at 
Marinette, Wisconsin. Louis G., the manager of his father’s wholesale 

business, is married and has one child. He makes his home in She- 
boygan Falls. Edward E. is connected with the Phoenix Chair Company, which 
has its headquarters at Portage, Wisconsin. He is married and maintains his 
residence at Portage. 

Mr. Osthelder is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
also belongs to the local post of the Grand Army of the Republic at Sheboygan 
Falls and has passed through all of the chairs and is now officer of the day. He 
is an example of the desirable type of men who have emigrated from Germany 
to America. On reaching this country he became one of her adopted citizens 
and, having the opportunity presented to him to declare his patriotism, he re- 
sponded to the call to arms at the first blast of the bugle. Returning from the 
war, he grasped again the tools of his occupation and the history of his passing 
years has only confirmed the conviction that the German emigrant readily be- 
comes an American asset. His reputation in his county is such as might be 
desired by any man who after long years of residence and service finds his re- 
ward in business success attained through integrity and industry. 

0: E. IMIG, D-DyS. 

Dr. O. E. Imig, who is engaged in the practice of dentistry in Sheboygan, 
is a worthy representative of a well known pioneer family. He was born in 
this city, on the 21st of January, 1875, and is a son of Charles and Laura 
(Stuebgen) Imig. The father, who is now deceased, was for many years iden- 
tified with the commercial interests of the city, having been the proprietor of 
one of the leading clothing stores. The mother is living and continues to 
make her home in this city. 

Dr. Imig was reared amid the refining influences of a good home and at the 
usual age began his education in the common schools. After graduating from 
the high school he took a course in a local business college, thus preparing him- . 
self for the more practical duties of life. Having decided that he preferred 

Vol. 1—34
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a professional to a commercial career he subsequently matriculated in the Ohio 
Dental College of Cincinnati, from which institution he was awarded the degree 
of D. D. S. in 1904. Immediately thereafter he returned to his native city and 
established an office and in the intervening years has succeeded in building up 
a remunerative practice. He possesses more than average ability and this united 
with his thorough training has enabled him to develop into a highly capable and 
skilful representative of his profession. 

In September, 1908, Dr. Imig was united in marriage to Miss Esther Hal- 
verson, a daughter of Halver Halverson of this city, and to them has been born 
one son, Donald. 

Fraternally Dr. Imig is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and the Eagles 
and has many friends in both of these orders. He is held in high regard by his 
fellow practitioners as he is a man who rigidly observes the ethics of his profes- 
sion, to which he is a credit, owing to his progressive and enterprising methods, 
and he is equally popular in business and social circles and retains the stanch 
loyalty of many of his boyhood comrades. 

EUGEN E. PANTZER. 

By reason of his close application and enterprising methods Eugen E. Pantzer, 
president of the Pantzer Lumber Company and vice president of the Northern 
Furniture Company, has become known as one of the representative business 

men of Sheboygan. He was born in this city on the 5th of February, 1862, 
and is a son of John G. Pantzer, for many years a well known merchant and 
cigar manufacturer of Sheboygan. The father was born in Sulzbach, Bavaria, 
Germany, on the 27th of February, 1831, and there he was educated and reared 

to the age of sixteen years. In 1847, he came to this city but soon thereafter 
he went to the state of New York. He returned to Sheboygan, however, in 1850 

and engaged in the furniture business, thereafter making this city his home. 
For his wife and helpmate he chose Miss Willa Koehler, who was born in Biele- 

feld, Prussia, Germany, on the 14th of April, 1838. At the age of ten years 
she came to the United States with a sister, but three years later she returned 
to Germany to complete her studies, remaining there until 1853, when she once 

more took passage for this country, accompanied by her mother and five sisters 

and one brother, the father having passed away in the old country, The family 
of Mr. and Mrs. John G. Pantzer numbered seven, of whom Eugen E. was 

the third. 
The entire life of Eugen E. Pantzer has been passed in this city among whose 

residents and business men he is well known and is held in high regard. At 
the usual age he entered the public schools and there pursued his studies until 
he was fourteen and a half years of age, when he laid aside his text-books to 

assume the duties of life. He began his business career as an errand boy in the 

First National Bank of this city, but he subsequently withdrew from this and 
worked for a time with his father. He was always very ambitious, and early 

realizing that diligence and perseverance are the most salient factors in success 
he applied himself energetically and painstakingly to anything he undertook.
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He was not satisfied to efficiently discharge his duties in accordance with the 
commonly accepted methods but was always striving to find better ways of doing 
his work. His initiative and trustworthiness won him recognition in local busi- 
ness circles and opportunities were constantly presented to him for advance- 
ment. In January, 1881, he became bookkeeper for G. B. Mattoon, later incor- 
porated as the Mattoon Manufacturing Company, of which he held the office of 
secretary and treasurer for a period of fifteen years, until January, 1899, when 
he entered the lumber business with his father-in-law under the firm name of 
Pantzer, Morris & Company. In 1905 the firm was incorporated as the Pantzer 
Lumber Company. This company not only carries on a local business but 
owns and operates branches at Oostburg, Cedar Grove, Belgium, Port Wash- 
ington and Saukville, Wisconsin. From a small beginning in 1899, its develop- 
ment was marked by an orderly progress that manifests stability and perma- 
nency and Mr. Panzer today is one of the well established and substantial rep- 
resentatives of the commercial fraternity of Sheboygan. In the direction and 
development of his interests as proprietor of the Pantzer Lumber Company, he 
has manifested the positive and dominant qualities that invariably win recogni- 
tion, and the prosperity that has rewarded his efforts is the well deserved reward 
of assiduous application and determination of purpose. 

On January 17, 1895, Mr. Pantzer married Miss Caroline Morris, a daugh- 
ter of William and Caroline (Newcomb) Morris. The Morris family were early 
settlers in this county. To Mr. and Mrs. Pantzer have been born three chil- 
dren: Frederick Morris, born March 17, 1897; Eugene Ernest, Jr., born June 
9, 1900; and Margaret Elizabeth, born July 3, 1903. The family are members 
of the Episcopal church and Mrs. Pantzer takes an active part in all church 
work. Fraternally Mr. Pantzer belongs to the Elks and he is also a charter 
member of the Country Club. The poor and needy find in Mr. and Mrs. Pantzer 
faithful friends and their support is ever given to those enterprises which are 
intended to prove of public benefit. 

Mr. Pantzer has accorded his political support to the men and measures 
of the republican party ever since granted the right of franchise upon at- 
taining his majority, but while he is a man with high standards of citizenship 
and is always ready to forward every movement the adoption of which he feels 
would advance the community’s interests, he has never figured in public life 
to the extent of seeking political preferment. He is well and widely known in 
this vicinity, having passed his entire life in Sheboygan, and the fact that he has 
hosts of friends, who have been loyal to him from his early youth, is proof 
positive of his sterling worth and integrity of character. 

EDWARD WUNSCH. 

Edward Wunsch has for twenty-one years been engaged in the cheese indus- 

try in Mosel township, where he owns and operates a factory. He is a native of 

Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred in the township where he now re- 
sides, on the 28th of August, 1865, and a son of Theodore and Lena (Kroeplin) 
Wunsch. The parents were born, reared and married in Germany, whence they
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emigrated to the United States in 1848. The father, who was an agriculturist 
subsequently acquired two hundred and forty acres of land in Sheboygan town- 
ship, to the further improvement and cultivation of which he devoted his time 
and energies during the remainder of his active life. He passed away on his 
farm, about 1894 or 1895 and there the mother also passed her latter years, 
Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Wunsch, our subject being 
the eighth in order of birth. 

The boyhood and youth of Edward Wunsch were very similar in every re- 
spect to those of other lads who were reared in the rural districts of Wisconsin 
at that period. He obtained his education in the district schools, and while en- 
gaged in mastering the common branches of English learning was also fitting 
himself for an agricultural career by assisting his father with the work of the 
fields and care of the stock. He remained at home until he had attained his 
majority and then started out to make his own way in the world, and for five 
years thereafter devoted his entire time and attention to farming. At the expi- 
ration of that period, in 1891, he took up cheese making and has ever since been 

engaged in this industry at his present location, section 9, Mosel township, where 
he has a well equipped factory. The quality of his products is such as to have 
enabled him to build up a good trade and he now has a sufficiently large patronage 
to enable him to readily dispose of his entire output. Mr. Wunsch is prospering 

financially and is interested in various other local enterprises, owning stock in 
Howard’s Grove box factory, the Mosel-Centerville Telephone Company and 
the Citizens’ Bank of Sheboygan. 

On the 15th of April, 1890, Mr, Wunsch was married to Miss Anna Fischer, 
a daughter of Leo Fischer, who engages in general farming in this county, and 
to them have been born six children, Nora, Irving, Valeria, Adeline, Gilman and 

Mildred. 

The family manifest their religious faitlt through their membership in the 
Evangelical church, and Mr. Wunsch is a member of the Fraternal Order of 
Rangers. In politics he is a republican, and at one time was the treasurer of 

Mosel township, in which capacity he gave very efficient service. 

KONRAD SCHREIER. 

Konrad Schreier was well known in the business circles of Sheboygan 

through his long identification with brewing interests and the Konrad Schreier 
Company still controls a productive industry which owes its existence to the en- 

terprise and progressive spirit of him whose name introduces this review. Mr. 

Schreier was born January 5, 1830, in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, and about 

1840 came to the United States with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Schreier. 

The father was born in 1800 and was engaged in the grain business in Germany. 

After crossing the Atlantic to the new world he settled in Washington county, 
Wisconsin, purchasing land there and making his home upon his farm until his 

death, which occurred in 1865. His family numbered two sons and four 

daughters.
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Konrad Schreier 1emained on the farm with his father through the period of 

his boyhood and youth but when still a young man purchased a farm for him- 

self. This he owned until 1856, when he disposed of the property and came to 

Sheboygan, where he entered the brewing business as the senior partner of the 
firm of Schreier & Schlicht. Business was carried on under that name until 
1872, in which Mr. Schreier bought his partner’s interest and continued the 

conduct of the brewery under his own name until 1896, when the business was 
incorporated as the Konrad Schreier Company. The successful management of 
the undertaking continued under the new organization and Mr. Schreier re- 

mained at the head of the growing and gratifying business up to the time of his 

death, which occurred May 27, 1903. The brewery which he established is still 
carried on under the same name and is now managed by the estate. The present 
officers of the brewery are: Herman Schreier, president; A. P. Steffen, vice 

president; Konrad Testwinde, treasurer; and L. Zimmerman, secretary. 

When about twenty-two years of age Mr. Schreier was united in marriage to 
Miss Elizabeth Schaetzel, a native of Germany, who was brought to the United 
States by her parents when six years of age. They settled on a farm in Wash- 
ington county and there Mrs. Schreier spent her girlhood days. She died in 
1900, passing away about three years prior to the death of her husband. They 

were the parents of four children. Mary, who became the wife of L. Test- 

winde and had three children, died in October, 1911. Barbara died in 1876, 
when twenty-one years of age. Herman is married and has a family. Emma 

is the wife of A. P. Steffen and they also have children. 

Mr. Schreier was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 

closely adhered to its teachings in his relations with his fellowmen. While born 
in the fatherland, he was always American in spirit and interests and had the 
deepest attachment for the land of his adoption. He always sought the welfare 
and upbuilding of the community in which he lived and was regarded as a rep- 
resentative and valued German-American citizen. 

JACOB HILDEBRAND. 

Sheboygan classes Jacob Hildebrand as one of her leading business men, for 
he is a prominent contractor of this city, having erected here many of the finest 
buildings, which today stand as monuments to his skill, enterprise and ability. He 
has been a life-long resident of Wisconsin, his birth having occurred in Mani- 

towoc county, November 1, 1855. The founder of the family in America was 
his grandfather, who left the fatherland, where he resided in the city of Koblenz 
in the Rhine Province, to come with his wife and children to the new world, 

Journeying into the interior of the country, he settled in Manitowoc county, 
where he followed farming and carpentering, becoming one of the influential 
residents there during pioneer times. His son, Joseph Hildebrand, father of 

Jacob Hildebrand, was born in Germany and with his parents came to the United 

States in 1848. He was thereafter identified with agricultural interests in Mani- 

towoc county, first as the assistant of his father and later on his own account 
until 1862. He then removed to Houghton, Michigan, where he engaged in
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mining and carpentering until 1865, when he came to Sheboygan and here fol- 
lowed the carpenter’s trade until 1876. He then returned to Michigan, where 
he was again engaged in mining interests until 1879. At that time he located at 
his present home in Sheboygan, and is now living retired at the age of eighty-one 
years. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Frances Bernhardt, has passed 
away. 

Jacob Hildebrand, their only child, pursued his education in the public schools 
and afterward began learning the cigar-making trade, which he followed for 
three years. He next turned his attention to carpentering and became an expert 
workman. For some years he has engaged in general contracting and ranks with 
the foremost representatives of that business in Sheboygan. In the meantime, 
however, he spent several years in the west, going in 1878 to Denver, Colorado, 
where he remained until 1884, when he returned to Sheboygan. For twenty- 
eight years, therefore, he has been continuously connected with building opera- 
tions in this city and as a contractor he has done much important work here, 
erecting St. Peters church and school and many other prominent buildings of 
this city. He was also the builder of the convent at St. Nazianz and was instru- 
mental in securing the building of the Fourteenth street bridge. 

Mr. Hildebrand was married in 1885 to Miss Emma Selsenmeyer, a daughter 
of Anton Selsenmeyer, one of the old-time pioneers of Manitowoc. Mr. and 

Mrs. Hildebrand have become parents of four children. Antonia, twenty-four 

years of age, is now the wife of Ed Selsenmeyer, of Wrightstown, Wisconsin, 
and they have one child. Walter, aged twenty-three, Edna, aged twenty-two, and 
Isabeila, twenty years of age, are all at home. The family are communicants of 
the Holy Name church of Sheboygan, and Mr. Hildebrand also holds member- 
ship with St. Boniface Society, the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, the Catholic 
Order of Foresters of Sheboygan, and the Arbeiter Verein. His political sup- 
port is given to the democratic party and he has twice represented his ward on 

the board of city aldermen, and is now serving a third term as member of the 
city council. He has led a busy, active and useful life, and his labors have not 
only constituted an element in individual success but have also proved a factor 

in the work of public progress and improvement. The buildings with which he 
has been connected display the most modern and attractive styles of architecture, 
with thorough workmanship in every detail. Moreover, he is reliable and trust- 

worthy in every business transaction and this constitutes one of the features of 
his success. 

H. G. BRUECKBAUER, M. D. 

Dr. H. G. Brueckbauer, who maintains an office at 728 North Eighth street, 

has been engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in Sheboygan for the 

past eight years. He is a native of this county, his birth having occurred at 

Rhine, on August 27, 1878, and a son of John and Margaret Brueckbauer, the 
former a native of Hessen-Darmstadt, whence he emigrated to the United States 
in 1850 with his father. He was long identified with the commercial activities 
of this county, having engaged in the implement and hardware business until his
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death in 1909, at the age of sixty-three years. He was buried in St. John’s ceme- 
tery at Elkhart, this state, where he had previously resided. The mother is still 
living. 

The preliminary education of Dr. Brueckbauer was acquired in the public 
schools of the various towns in this county where the family had resided, his 
course being completed upon his graduation from the Plymouth high school in 
1897. During the succeeding three years he was employed as an electrical engi- 
neer, but at the expiration of that time he resolved to become a physician and 
with this end in view matriculated in the St. Louis Homeopathic Medical Col- 

lege. He was awarded the degree of M. D. from this institution in 1904, and 

immediately thereafter returned to this county and opened an office at his pres- 
ent location. During the intervening years he has had many opportunities to 
manifest his skill both as a physician and surgeon and that he has proven efficient 
and capable in both capacities is evidenced by the large practice he now enjoys. 

In this city on the 30th of June, 1910, Dr. Brueckbauer was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Edith Diehl, a daughter of Paul and Martha Diehl, the father 

foreman of the Sheboygan Chair factory, and one of the city’s highly respected 
pioneers. Dr. and Mrs. Brueckbauer reside at 328 St. Clair street. They are 
members of the Congregational church and he belongs to the Modern Woodmen 

of America, the Equitable Fraternal Union and the Beavers. 

Dr. Brueckbauer maintains relations with his fellow practitioners through 
the medium of his connection with the State Homeopathic Society and the 
American Institute of Homeopathy, while in politics he is a republican. He is in 
every way a credit to the profession he has adopted and is held in high esteem by 
local physicians as well as those who have engaged his services. 

ERNEST KREUTER. 

Through all the ages the concensus of public opinion has ranked music as 
the highest of all arts. It has not the limitations of height and breadth as 
does architecture, of size and curve as does sculpture, of color and form as does 

painting. Its power is an intangible one, and yet perhaps more potent because 
of that. It is the universal language, understood and enjoyed by all peoples, and 
as a representative of musical circles in Sheboygan, Ernest Kreuter is well 
known. He has always been associated with the Kreuter band, of which, in fact, 

he was the promoter. At the present writing, he is engaged in the sale of pianos, 

having a well appointed music studio, which is liberally patronized and is there- 
fore numbered among the leading and successful mercantile houses of the city. 

Mr. Kreuter is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred in 
Rhine township, September 17, 1875. His father, George Kreuter, was born in 
Freiburg, Baden, Germany, April 18, 1834, and died in 1889 when fifty-four 
years of age. He was fourteen years of age when he came with a sister to 

America, making his way to Newburg, Wisconsin, where he followed the wagon- 
making trade. He afterwards established his home in Rhine township where he 
opened a saloon and boarding house and also followed the wagon-making 
trade. Subsequently he took up his abode at Johnsonville, where his death oc-
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curred. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary Heinemann is now liy- 
ing in Sheboygan. In their family were nine children, those beside our subject 

being: Augusta, who is the wife of Peter Bach, of Chicago; Isabella, the wife 

of William Mog, of Plymouth; Edwin, who is living in Neenah, Wisconsin, 
where he is engaged in the automobile business; Arthur; Emma, the wife of 
George Goodell, living at Lakeview, Wisconsin, where he is serving as deputy 

collector; Alma, who became the wife of Jacob Schlicht and died in September, 

1911, leaving one child; Albert, a photographer at Plymouth; and William, who 
conducts a photographic gallery in Sheboygan. 

When his school days were over, Ernest Kreuter began work in a factory and 

later took up photography, devoting his attention to that art until about 1904, 

when he began dealing in pianos. He now has a well appointed musical studio 

and is general agent for the Marquette pianos of Chicago. His own love for the 
art and skill as a musician enables him to judge very correctly of the value and 

worth of an instrument as regards tone, quality and other points, and he is thus 
of much assistance to his patrons in their purchases. He was the promoter and 
organizer of the Kreuter band and has aided in maintaining for that organization 

its high standard of excellence. 

Mr. Kreuter was married in 1901 to Miss Antonia Ibs who was born in 

Sheboygan in 1877, a daughter of William and Mary (Lodel) Ibs who are still 

residents of this city, where the father is engaged in the painting business. Mr. 

and Mrs. Kreuter are the parents of four children: Theodore, ten years of age; 

Alice, aged eight; Hulda, seven years of age; and Marie, who is but one year 

old. The parents are members of the Reformed church and Mr. Kreuter also 

holds membership with the Rangers, the Moose, the Odd Fellows and the She- 

boygan branch of the United Commercial Travelers of America. His many at- 

tractive personal qualities, combined with his musical talent, render him popular 

wherever he is known and most of all where he is best known. Mr. Kreuter is 

a stanch democrat and is prominent in the affairs of his party in this county, 

being at present a candidate for the nomination of sheriff on his party ticket. 

As a business man he has made continuous progress through close application 

and unremitting energy and he enjoys the high regard of his colleagues and 

contemporaries in business circles of his city. 

CHARLES REISCHE. 

Charles Reische is well known throughout the county of Sheboygan and for 

the past eight years has been engaged in the general blacksmithing business in 

Sheboygan, where he now resides. He was born in Sheboygan, October 15, 

1855, and is the son of Frederick and Dora (Kramer) Reische, both of whom 

were natives of Germany. The father was born in Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 

Germany, and with his wife and one child emigrated to America in 1854, settling 

on a farm in Sheboygan township, which later was taken within the corporate 

limits of the city of Sheboygan. He continued to live upon that place engaged 

in general farming until his death, which occurred on September 7, 1897, at the 

age of seventy-seven years. He was united in marriage to Miss Dora Kramer,
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who was born in the same principality in Germany as was her husband, and was 
the only member of her father’s family to come to America. She passed out of 
this life on April 21, 1907, at the age of eighty-four. 

Charles Reische was reared in his parents’ home and received his elementary 
education in the public schools of Sheboygan, also attending the German paro- 
chial school, and was confirmed at the age of thirteen years. At fifteen years 
of age he engaged as an apprenticed blacksmith and after acquirmg a complete 
knowledge of that trade he continued in its pursuit for a livelihood. As a master 
blacksmith he worked for three years at Plymouth and later at Green Bay for 
four years, after which time he removed to the village of Millersville, in Herman 
township, where he established a shop of his own, which he continued to operate 
for twenty-two successive years. He later sold that property and removed to 
Sheboygan, where he has lived for the past eight ‘years. In 1908 he built a 
beautiful modern residence on Calumet avenue, in which he now resides. 

In Sheboygan on May 21, 1877, Mr. Reische was united in marriage to Miss 
Caroline Knoedler, the daughter of Jacob and Ave Marie (Riedel) Knoedler, 
both natives of Wurtemberg, Germany. In 1853 the father and the mother, al- 
though they were not married then, emigrated to the United States dnd both 
settled in Philadelphia, where Jacob Knoedler engaged as a butcher. In the 
Quaker city they were married in 1855, and in 1856 there was born to them their 
daughter Caroline, who is now the wife of Charles Reische. In 1858, looking 
toward the larger opportunities which the middle west held dut, they decided to 
remove to Sheboygan, where the father opened a meat market, which he con- 
ducted for many years. Jacob Knoedler died in 1897, at the age of seventy-four 
years, but the mother of Mrs. Reische is living at the advanced age of eighty-two 
years and is hale and hearty mentally and bodily, and now makes her home with 
her daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Reische have five children: Emma, the 
wife of Rudolph Zwalina, of Milwaukee; Frank, who is engaged in farming in 

Wilson township ; Lydia, the wife of Dr. R. C. Buelow, of Milwaukee; Clara, the 

wife of Arthur Raffenstein, of Milwaukee; and Lulu, the wife of Herman 
Pantel, also residing in Milwaukee. Mr. Reische is one of the highly re- 
spected citizens of Sheboygan and is universally respected for his integrity and 
uprightness ‘of character. 

GOTTLIEB GOSSE. 

Gottlieb Gosse is one of the prosperous and successful farmers of Sheboygan 
county where he is engaged in the general cultivation of one hundred and 
ninety-five acres of improved land. He was born in Mosel township, Sheboygan 
county, October 14, 1868, and is a son of William and Katheryn (Jomiger) 
Gosse, both natives of Germany. The father left Germany in 1858 and emi- 
grated to America. He was a farmer in his native country and when he reached 
the United States he settled in Sheboygan county where he purchased one hun- 
dred and ninety-five acres of land and engaged in its cultivation until a few 

years before his death. At that time he retired from active work and removed 

to the city of Sheboygan where he died in March, 1910. The mother of our
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subject was a daughter of John Jomiger, a native of Germany. She is now liy- 
ing in Sheboygan in her sixty-eighth year. Mr. and Mrs. William Gosse were 
the parents of twelve children, ten of whom are still living. 

Gottlieb Gosse received his early education in the district schools of Mosel 
township. He was reared in his parents’ home and spent his boyhood and youth 
assisting his father in the work on the home farm. When he was twenty-three 

years of age he went to Sheboygan and obtained a position in the employ of the 
Reiss Coal Company. He remained in this connection for ten years and at the 

expiration of that period returned to Mosel township and purchased one hun- 

dred and ninety-five acres of land, in the cultivation of which he has been en- 

gaged ever since. 

On June 5, 1902, Mr. Gosse was united in marriage to Miss Augusta Illig, a 
daughter of August and Amelia (Richter) Illig, both natives of Germany, who 
emigrated to America and settled in Sheboygan county where the father engaged 
in general agriculture. Mr. and Mrs. Gosse are the parents of three children: 
Arno, a student in the district school; and Julius and Eliot. Mr. Gosse is a 
man interested in every movement looking toward the welfare and development 

' of Sheboygan county. He takes an intelligent interest in politics and has re- 
cently been appointed treasurer of Mosel township. He holds membership in 

the Reformed church and his religion is an active force in his life. He is a mod- 

ern and progressive farmer and has made many improvements upon his exten- 

sive holdings during his career. 

HENRY H. WALTER. 

Henry H. Walter is the well known proprietor of the entertainment 

ground known as Old Tollgate Park. This property consists of two and a half 
acres, upon which a number of buildings have been erected for the purpose of 
dancing and bowling, a cafe and other accessory structures and improvements 
required in the equipment of a first-class place of entertainment. Mr. Walter 

was born in Sheboygan county in December, 1875, a son of Henry and Caroline 
(Kunz) Walter. The father, a native of Saxony, Germany, emigrated to the 

United States with his parents when he was but eight years of age. He obtained 
his education in the public schools and at the age of sixteen became an employe 

of the Northwestern Railway Company, in whose service he remained for @ 

number of years. At the outbreak of the Civil war he was among the early 
volunteers who responded to Lincoln’s call for seventy-five thousand men. He 

enlisted in 1861, in the Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, serving 

through the entire war and receiving an honorable discharge from the service of 

the government in 1865. Returning from the war he purchased a farm on the 
Upper Falls road, where he established his home and continued in its development 

until meeting with his death, which came to him as a result of a collision with a 

passing street car while driving from his front yard, which necessitated crossing 

of the tracks of the street railway. This unfortunate accident occurred on the 

Ist of August, 1910. In the year 1872, in Chicago, he was married to Miss 

Caroline Kunz, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Kunz, both natives of Ger-
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many, who emigrated to America and settled in Sheboygan at a very early date 
in the history of this county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Henry Walter were born four- 
teen children, seven of whom survive, as follows: William, who lives in Mil- 
waukee and is married and has three children: Henry H., of this review; Otto, 
who lives at the old home; Edward, who makes his home in Milwaukee and is 
married and has three children; Herman, who lives at home; Alfred, who is 
married and lives on the old homestead; and Lillian, who is also at home, 

Henry H. Walter was reared in the home of his parents and received his edu- 
cation in the public schools of this county. At the age of sixteen he obtained 
employment in the factories of Sheboygan and upon retiring from this occupa- 
tion he engaged in farming and took up in addition to his agricultural pursuits 
grain threshing. He continued in this business for a period of ten years, after 
which time he purchased the place known as the Old Tollgate Park, which he 
now owns and upon which he makes his residence. 

On the 14th of September, 1902, Mr. Walter was married to Miss Alma 
Brickner, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Brickner, of Sheboygan Falls, 
both of whom were natives of Germany and who emigrated to this country in 
the early period of the history of Sheboygan county. To Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
four children, Stella, Clarence, Harry and Elroy, have been born. Mr. Walter is 
a member of the Germania Society of Sheboygan. He is a man who pays strict 
attention to his business affairs and by the practice of industry and economy he 
has acquired the means with which he established himself in an independent and 
prosperous business. His interest in the political and business affairs of his com- 
munity is always in evidence when his influence can aid in the success of any 
legitimate enterprise looking to the advancement of the people. 

PETER GUMM, Jr. 

Peter Gumm, Jr., who has devoted his attention to general agricultural pur- 
suits throughout his entire business career, is the owner of an excellent farm 
of one hundred and five acres on section 17, Mosel township. His birth occurred 
in Herman township, Sheboygan county, on the 5th of February, 1868, his par- 
ents being Peter and Elizabeth (Illges) Gumm. The father, a native of Germany, 
crossed the Atlantic to the United States in 1865 and took up his abode in Herman 
township, this county, there operating a farm of fifty acres until 1886. In that 
year he came to Mosel township, purchasing a farm of one hundred and ten 
acres, in the cultivation and improvement of which he was engaged until 1894, 
when he put aside the active work of the fields and has since lived in honorable 
retirement. Both he and his wife are well known and highly esteemed through- 
out the county in which they have resided for nearly half a century. 

Peter Gumm, Jr., who was the second in order of birth in a family of seven 
children, attended the district schools in the acquirement of an education and 
when not busy with his text-books assisted his father in the operation of the home 
farm, thus early becoming familiar with the duties and labors that fall to the 
lot of the farmer. In 1894 he started out as an agriculturist on his own 
account and has since been engaged in the operation of a fine farm of one hun-
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dred and five acres on section 17, Mosel township. Possessing a comprehensive 
knowledge of the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for crops, his labors 

have been attended with success and yield him a gratifying annual income. 
On the 6th of November, 1892, Mr. Gumm was united in marriage to Miss 

Minnie Conrad, a daughter of Henry and Margaret Conrad. Her father passed 
away in August, 1901. Our subject and his wife have four children, Edgar, 

Herman, Lillie and Ella. In politics Mr. Gumm is a stanch republican. He has 

served as supervisor for two terms and has also ably discharged the duties de- 
volving upon him in the capacity of treasurer. He has been a resident of She- 
boygan county from his birth to the present time and enjoys a wide and favor- 
able acquaintance within its borders, having gained the esteem and good-will of 
all with whom he has come into contact. ~ 

ARTHUR F. WINTER. 

Arthur F. Winter is one of the well known native sons of Sheboygan county 
and the steps in the orderly progression of his business career are easily dis- 

cernible. He has gradually worked his way upward, wisely using his time, talents 

and opportunities, and is now president of the M. Winter Lumber Company of 
Sheboygan, manufacturers of high-grade commercial furniture. He was born 
in the town of Sherman, then town Abbott, July 26, 1861, but was reared in She- 
boygan, to which place the father, Michael Winter, removed with his family 

during the very early childhood of Arthur F. Winter. It was in 1865 that Michael 
Winter established the business that is now conducted under the style of the M. 
Winter Lumber Company. He has been a resident of Shebogan county from early 
manhood and was a native of Germany, whence he came to America at the age 

of thirteen years. He made the voyage with his parents and the family home was 
' established in Buffalo, New York, but later a removal was made to Milwaukee 

and afterward to Sheboygan. He was married in Milwaukee to Miss Bertha Ben- 

ter and while living in that city was employed as a sawyer in a mill on the Mil- 
waukee river, about where the city hall now stands. On taking up his abode in 
the town of Sherman he established a store and tavern which he conducted 

until 1862 when he was elected sheriff of Sheboygan county. He also represented 
his district in the state legislature, served on county board as alderman and 

was twice mayor of Sheboygan. In 1865 he began to ship lumber here from 
‘his mill which was located at Dalton, Michigan. He was the first shipper of 

Michigan lumber into Sheboygan. In the marine business he was the owner of 

a number of the early sailing vessels. He remained at the head of the lumber 

business until his death, which occurred October 13, 1889. The business was in- 
corporated in January, 1890, with Mrs, Winter as president of the company, 

in which position she continued for three years, while Arthur F. Winter occu- 

pied the position of secretary. Mrs. Winter has retired from official connec- 

tion with the business but still makes her home in Sheboygan, where she is 
widely and favorably known. 

In his early boyhood days Arthur F. Winter became a pupil in the public 
schools here and after his education was completed entered into active connec-
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tion with the lumber and furniture manufacturing business established by his 
father. As stated he served as secretary for three years following the incorpora- 
tion of the business and was then elected to the presidency, in which connection 

he has since continued. In 1907 the manufacture of lumber was discontinued 
and the energies of the house concentrated upon the manufacture of high-grade 
commercial furniture, the product of which is sold in every state and territory of 
the United States, as well as in foreign countries. Employment is today fur- 
nished to one hundred and thirty-five people and the enterprise is capitalized 
for one hundred thousand dollars. Mr. Winter remains as the president and 
treasurer with C. F. Kade, as vice president and manager, and W. M. Winter, 

as secretary. 

In 1890 occurred the marriage of Mr. Winter and Miss Katherine End, a 

daughter of George End, formerly president of the Bank of Sheboygan. They 
have two sons, Eugene A. and Arthur F. Mr. Winter holds membership with the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. To close application may be attributed 

his success and his advancement has taken him beyond the ranks of the many 
until he now stands among the more successful few. 

CHRIST F. HENNING. 

Christ F. Henning, residing on section 11, Herman township, has been suc- 
cessfully engaged in business as a contractor since 1894 and also devotes his at- 
tention to the operation of a farm of sixteen acres. His birth occurred in Brand- 
enburg, Germany, on the 28th of January, 1864, his parents being Christ and 
Johanna (Braun) Henning, who were likewise natives of that country. The 
family emigrated to America in 1868, settling in the township of Herman, She- 
boygan county, Wisconsin, where the father worked at the mason’s trade, which 
he had learned in Germany. The last decade of his life was spent in honorable 
retirement, his demise occurring in 1896 when he had attained the age of seventy- 
nine years. His widow, who still survives him, is now eighty-one years of age. 
Their children are five in number. Bertha is the wife of Fred Brauer and has 
six children. Mr. Brauer is a musician and wagon maker residing in the village 
of Seymour, Outagamie county. Mary gave her hand in marriage to Henry 
Termaat, an agriculturist of Sheboygan Falls, by whom she has five children. 
Johanna, the widow of Martin Bertschey, resides at Plymouth with her two - 
sons. Augusta is the wife of August Eickhoff, a farmer of Manitowoc county, 
by whom she has three children. 

Christ F. Henning, the other member of the family, pursued his education 
in the district and parochial schools. After putting aside his text-books he 
learned the mason’s trade and subsequently worked at that occupation in She- 
boygan, in the employ of Christ Ackerman, for eight years, acting as foreman 
during three years of that time. In the capacity of foreman he assisted in the 
erection of the Hotel Foerster at Sheboygan. In 1894 he embarked in business 
on his own account as a contractor in Herman township and has there remained 

continuously since. He erected the building of the Cleveland State Bank and 
has built many of the homes in the township, a large number of contracts having
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been awarded him in recognition of his ability in his chosen field of labor. He 
also owns and cultivates a farm of sixteen acres on section 11, Herman town- 
ship. 

On the 1st of January, 1890, Mr. Henning was joined in wedlock. to Miss 
Mary Krumdick, a daughter of Henry and Gusta Krumdick, who still reside on 
the home farm. Mr. and Mrs. Henning have six children, as follows: Elsie, 
who is the wife of William Prigge, an agriculturist of Herman township, by 
whom she has one child; Lena, who is employed as stenographer and bookkeeper 

by a cheese-jobbing concern in Plymouth; Martha, living in Plymouth; William, 
who works in a mill at Howard’s Grove; Mary; and Augusta. 

In politics Mr. Henning is a stanch republican. He has served as justice of 
the peace and has held the office of township clerk for nine terms, discharging 
his duties in both connections in a highly commendable and satisfactory manner. 
His religious faith is that of the German Lutheran church. Earnest effort and 
intelligently directed labor have ever constituted the salient features of his busi- 
ness career, while his life has been governed by high principles that have gained 

for him the respect and good-will of his fellowmen. 

FRANK GEIB. 

Frank Geib is one of the properous business men of Sheboygan, where he is 

engaged in the general contracting and building business. He was born in Scott 
township, Washington county, Wisconsin, October 10, 1873, and is a son of John 

and Anna (Weins) Geib, both of whom were natives of the Rhine Province 

in Prussia. The father, with his wife and four children, emigrated to America 

in 1846 and on reaching Chicago came by boat to Port Washington, from which 
place he traveled by ox team to Sheboygan, where he effected his permanent set- 
tlement on a farm located in Sheboygan township and there continued to live 
during the remaining days of his life. He was one of the early pioneers of She- 
boygan county and among the well known and influential citizens of the commun- 

ity in which he lived. He had a family of five children, as follows: John, who is 

a resident of Chicago; Matthias, living on the old homestead; Peter, who is a 

resident of Washington county; Margaret, who is the wife of Peter Kies, of 
Washington county; and Frank, of this review. 

; The last named was reared in his parents’ home and received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools of Wisconsin. He started in life for himself at the age 
of thirteen, when he learned the carpenter’s trade and for two years thereafter 

remained under the parental roof. He then came to Sheboygan, where he worked 
for a number of years at his trade and in 1897 he established himself in the con- 
tracting and building business, in which he has since successfully continued. 
Among some of the notable structures which he has built in Sheboygan may be 

numbered the south side Catholic church and the new Austrian church, also the 

new plant of the Badger State Tannery Company and the hospital of one of the 
large Catholic churches of this city. In addition to the above he has also built 
many of the present residences in Shebovean. He is also interested in valuable 

real estate in that city.
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Mr. Geib was united in marriage to Carolina Assinger, a native of Germany, 

who as a girl emigrated with her parents to America. To Mr. and Mrs. Geib 
three children have been born, namely: Frank, who is ten years of age; Marie. 

seven years old; and Caroline, a maiden of three. Mr. Geib when a child received 

his early religious instruction in St. John’s Catholic church, Washington county, 

and he is now a member of the Knights of Columbus of Sheboygan. He is one 
of the well known and respected citizens of Sheboygan county and numbered 

among the enterprising, useful and reliable men of the city in which he lives. 

EUGENE A. HICKEY. 

Eugene A. Hickey is a well known citizen of Sheboygan who for a number 
of years has been connected with the postoffice in which he now holds the posi- 
tion of general delivery clerk. He is also well known in military circles, being 
a first lieutenant of Company C, Second Regiment, of the Wisconsin National 
Guard. Attractive social qualities and sterling traits of character have made 
him popular and gained him high regard throughout the city and county. He was 
born on a farm near Cedarsburg, Wisconsin, September 3, 1880. The family 
name indicates his Irish lineage. His grandfather, John D. Hickey, was a native 
of Ireland and following his arrival in the new world took up his abode upon a 
farm called Poplar Hill, not far from Cedarsburg. Unto him and his wife, Mrs. 
Rose Hickey, was born a son to whom they gave the name of John Edward 
who is the father of our subject. His birth occurred in Taunton, Massachusetts, 
and he was but a lad in his teens when he enlisted for service in the Civil war. 
The family had in the meantime removed to Wisconsin and he enrolled at Port 
Washington as a member of Company I, First Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, which 
was attached to the Army of the Potomac. He did active duty for a considerable 
period and participated in a number of hotly contested engagements. In 1890 

he came to Sheboygan as manager for the Illinois Leather Company, which posi- 
tion he continued to fill until the plant was removed to Milwaukee. Later he 
lived retired to the time of his death, which occurred in 1901, when he was fifty- 
three years of age. His wife bore the maiden name of Mary V. Ploeckelman 
and was born in Manitowoc county. She is now living with her son, Eugene, 
at the age of fifty-four years. The family numbered five children, of whom 
the subject of this review is the eldest, the others being: Alice G., a registered 
nurse of Milwaukee; Rose, a sister of the order of St. Agnes, now teaching in 

Houghton, Michigan; Faye, who is married to R. S. Martin, and resides at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and John J., who is connected with the Erie City Iron 
Works at Burlington, Iowa. 

Eugene A. Hickey started out to earn his own living when his school days 
were over and accepted employment with the Sheboygan Chair Company, spend- 
ing seven years in the finishing room. Later he was with the Crocker Furniture 

Company for five years and while thus engaged he took the civil service examin- 
ation for the postal service. He was then appointed substitute clerk and in Octo- 
ber, 1906, was given a regular clerkship which he holds to the present time. He 
has worked his way upward in this connection and is a trusted and valued em-
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~ ploye in the postoffice, being among those whose carefully systematized labors 
have made the office largely a model one in the promptness and regularity of the 
work done and the nature of the service rendered the public. 

Mr. Hickey was married in 1902 to Miss Anna Pelze, who was born in this 
county, and is a daughter of Alois and Mary (Kropp) Pelze, the former now 
deceased but the latter still living. Mr. and Mrs. Hickey are parents of three 
daughters, Lucille, Rose and Alice, aged respectively nine, six and two years. 
Mr. Hickey was reared in the Catholic faith and is a communicant of that church. 
Of the Knights of Columbus he is a prominent member, serving now as deputy 
grand knight. He was also secretary of the United Aid Society of Sheboygan, 
a very strong organization. He belongs likewise to the Sons of Veterans at 
Sheboygan of which he has served as commander, and his further interest in 
military affairs is indicated by the fact that he is now actively associated with the 
Wisconsin National Guard. In 1906 he was elected second lieutenant of Com- 
pany C, Second Regiment, and has since been promoted to the rank of first 
lieutenant. In these different connections Mr. Hickey is well and favorably known 
and Sheboygan numbers him among her representative citizens. 

OTTO WIPPERMANN. 

Otto Wippermann, who owns and cultivates ninety-two acres of land located 
on section 8, Mosel township, was born on the farm where he now resides on the 
27th of September, 1861. His father, William Wippermann, was born in 1820 
in Germany, in which country he passed the first thirty years of his life. Be- 
longing to a family in comfortable circumstances Mr. Wippermann was given the 
advantages of a good education and for a time was a student of Heidelberg and 

Goettingen, and also of Leipzig Universities, where he took a course in law. He 
subsequently held the office of assessor and also engaged in agricultural pursuits 
until the fall of 1851, when he emigrated to the United States with his brother. 
He came direct to Sheboygan county and soon after his arrival bought eighty 
acres of land in Mosel township, eight acres of which he later sold to the 

Evangelical church. The further improvement and cultivation of his land largely 

engaged the attention of William Wippermann during the remainder of his active 
life. He was a very capable man and became one of the foremost citizens of his 
township, in the progress and development of which he was one of the dominant 

factors. He was at one time a member of the state legislature and for sixteen 
years he was chairman of the township committee. Several years after locating 
in the county he was married at Sheboygan to Miss Charlotte Barkhausen, a 
native of Germany, and a daughter of George Barkhausen, who came to America 

in 1852. Both parents are now deceased, the father having passed away on the 
6th of March, 1899, and the mother on April 27, 1906. To them were born five 
children, our subject being the third in order of birth. The others are as fol- 

lows: George, a carpenter of Sheboygan, who is married and has two children; 
Emma, the wife of Frank Koellmer, a farmer of Mosel township; Mathilda, 

who married Ernst Joenig and resides in Centerville, Manitowoc county; and
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Sophia, who became the wife of William Stoltenberg, a farmer of Centerville, 

this state. The parents are members of the Evangelical church. 
The entire life of Otto Wippermann has been passed amid the scenes with 

which he is now familiar. He was educated in the district schools and received 

his agricultural training under his father, whom he assisted until he was twenty- 
eight years of age when he took over the management of the home farm. He 
engages in general farming and also raises stock and is meeting with a fair 
measure of success in his undertakings. 

In Mosel township on the 20th of December, 1889, Mr. Wippermann was 
married to Miss Amelia Fischer, a daughter of Leo and Mary (Fritsch) Fischer, 
natives of Germany, and farming people of this county. The family of Mr. and 

Mrs. Wippermann numbers eleven: Edwin and Arnold, graduates of the Ply- 
mouth high school, who are now teaching; Rosie, who is a high-school student; 

and Elsie, Hertha, Edna, Olga, Hubert, Milton, Gilbert and Harold. 

The family are members of the Evangelical church, of which Mr. Wipper- 
mann is secretary and treasurer. He is a democrat in politics, and has been clerk 

of his township for twenty-four years, having assumed the duties of this office 
in 1888, and he was also a member of the school board for six or seven years. 

He is one of the enterprising, progressive men of the community and assisted 

in the organization of the Mosel & Centerville Telephone Company, of which he 
is secretary and treasurer. Mr. Wippermann has many relatives in the father- 

land, among whom is a cousin in the maternal line who is a civil engineer in the 
employ of the German government. 

CHARLES CONRAD. 

It was George Washington who voiced the truth that agriculture is the most 
useful as well as the most honorable occupation of man—a truth that is univer- 

sally acknowledged. To this worthy occupation Charles Conrad has devoted his 
time and energies throughout his entire business career, being now the owner 

of one hundred acres of valuable land on section 8, Mosel township. His birth 
occurred in that township on the 12th of March, 1872, his parents being Peter 

and Mary (Prinz) Conrad. The father, who was born in Prussia, Germany, 

in the year 1839, was a lad of nine when in 1848 he crossed the Atlantic with his 
parents, Christ and Catherine Conrad, both natives of the fatherland. The 

grandfather settled with his family in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, and spent 

the remainder of his life on a farm of eighty acres in Mosel township. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Conrad make their home with their son, Charles. Their chil- 

dren are five in number, namely: Adam, who resides in Freewater, Oregon, where 

he owns an orchard; Rudolph, living with his brother, Charles, in Mosel town- 
ship; Louis; Charles, of this review; and Herman, who is a carpenter by trade 

and lives in Milwaukee. 
Charles Conrad spent his youthful years in the acquirement of an education 

and in familiarizing himself with the different phases of farm work, attending 

the district schools and when not busy with his text-books, assisting his father 

in the operation of the home place. In 1902 he started out as an agriculturist 
Vol. 1—35
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on his own account and has since operated an excellent farm of one hundred 
acres on section 8, Mosel township. In addition to cultivating the cereals best 
adapted to soil and climate he raises hig-grade Jersey cattle and in both branches 
of his business has enjoyed an enviable measure of prosperity. 

} On the 2d of February, 1902, Mr. Conrad was united in marriage to Miss 
Elvira Conrad, a daughter of Henry and Margaret (Hetzel) Conrad. Her father 
is now deceased. Unto our subject and his wife have been born two children, 
Roma and Raleigh. The parents attend the services of the Evangelical church, 
Having resided within the borders of Sheboygan county from his birth to the 
present time, Mr, Conrad has gained a large circle of friends which is almost 
coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances, and his salient characteristics are 
such as have won for him the unqualified respect, esteem and good-will of his 
fellowmen. 

: : O. A. KROOS. 

O. A. Kroos is the secretary of the J. M. Kohler Sons Company. This com- 
pany does an extensive business in the manufacture of porcelain-enameled, cast- 
iron sanitary ware, such as bath tubs, lavatories, kitchen sinks, laundry tubs, etc. 
The principal office of this company is located at Kohler, Sheboygan county, 
Wisconsin. Mr. Kroos was born in Sheboygan on the 24th of December, 1880, 
his parents being Max and Emma (Limprecht) Kroos, His paternal grandfather, 
William Kroos, who was a native of Germany, emigrated to America at an 
early date. In the year 1850, in the city of Sheboygan, he was united in marriage 
to Miss: Theresa Winckelmeyer, also a native of Germany. On reaching this 
county William Kroos established himself in business as a dealer in all kinds 
of grain products. 

Max Kroos, the father of O. A. Kroos, was born in Sheboygan county on 
the roth of August, 1855. He was educated in the public schools and also in 
the German Lutheran parochial schools. After completing his years of school 
life he became an assistant to his father in the conduct of his grain business. In 
1884 he formed a copartnership with Mr. Heermann and the firm was known as 
Kroos & Heermann. In the same year this firm purchased a general merchandis- 
ing and feed store, which is still being conducted on the original site. Then, 
in association with his son, Robert, he established a furniture and undertaking 

business on Michigan avenue. This is one of the finest stores of its class in She- 
boygan. On the 4th of February, 1879, in Sheboygan, Max Kroos was married 
to Miss Emma Limprecht, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Moritz Limprecht, nee 
Ernestine Graff, both of whom were born in Erfurt, Province of Saxony, Ger- 

many, and emigrated to this country many years ago. Mrs. Max Kroos is a native 
of Sheboygan county. She is the mother of eight children. 

O. A. Kroos was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan, and is a 
graduate of the business college of Sheboygan. He is now connected with one 
of the most reputable and well known manufacturing establishments of this 
city, the J. M. Kohler Sons Company, with which he occupies the very re- 
sponsible position of secretary. This firm is one of the largest of its kind in the
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world, and its product reaches the open market in all parts of the globe. The 
skilful management of the business by its officers and their close attention to the 
details of their affairs have enabled this concern to keep abreast of the times 
and secured to them strength and ability to succeed in a highly competitive field 
of business. 

HENRY SIXEL. 

Henry Sixel resides in Mosel township, which was also the place of his birth, 
his natal day being April 2, 1885. He is a young man of enterprise and deter- 
mination, whose labors are bringing to him good success. His father, George 
Sixel, was a native of Germany and on coming to America made his way into 

the interior of the country, settling in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin. He became 
closely associated with agricultural interests and his labors produced good results. 

Henry Sixel was reared on the old homestead farm with the usual expe- 
riences that fall to the lot of the boy whose parents are in moderate circumstances. 

He worked in the fields from the time of early spring planting until crops were 

harvested in the late autumn, and through the remainder of the year attended 
the district schools, thus laying the foundation for the education to which he has 
since added by reading and experience. Farm life proved congenial to him and 
after putting aside his text-books he devoted all of his attention to the develop- 
ment of the home place. In 1908 he began farming on his own account on the 

old homestead and he is today cultivating one hundred and ninety acres of rich 
and productive land, devoted to general farming. He has studied the best meth- 
ods of putting in his crops and caring for the harvests, and each year he adds 

to his income through his diligence and careful management. 
In April, 1908, Mr. Sixel was united in marriage to Miss Adelia Langenhahn, 

a daughter of Fred Langenhahn, of the town of Meeme, in Manitowoc county, 

Wisconsin, where he follows the occupation of farming. Mr. and Mrs. Sixel 
have one child, Arno. In politics he is independent, voting for men and meas- 

ures rather than for party, and his religious faith is indicated by his membership 
in the Evangelical church of Mosel township. His life has been quietly spent, 
yet his labors have been fraught with good results and he has made for himself 
a creditable place among the enterprising young farmers of the county. 

JOHN KUMMER. 

John Kummer is city comptroller of Sheboygan, which position he has occu- 
pied since 1899. He is serving his seventh term and was elected as a representa- 
tive of the democratic party. He is also president of the board of public works, 

and the record which he has made in these connections proves that with him 

patriotism is before partisanship and the general welfare before personal ad- 
vantages. Mr. Kummer, like a large percentage of Sheboygan’s valued citizens, 

is a native of Germany. He was born, September 29, 1858, and in 1880, when
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twenty-two years of age, arrived in the new world. He had been educated jn 
the fatherland and entered business circles there as a clerk in a manufacturing 
establishment. At length he determined to try his fortunes in the new world, 
and upon crossing the Atlantic settled in Sheboygan where he soon secured a 

position in the office of the Badger State Tannery where he continued for ten or 
twelve years. It was soon afterward that he was called to public office in his 
first election to the position of city comptroller, and no higher testimonial of his 

able service could be given than the fact that he has been seven times elected. 
He is careful and systematic in the discharge of his duties and his record is one 

which refutes the too generally accepted belief that a public official is not an 

honest man. 
Mr. Kummer married Miss Agnes Flaig, of Sheboygan, and they are the 

parents of six children, Rosa, Lizzie, Martin, Agnes, Amelia and Frieda. Mr. 

Kummer belongs to the Home Order of Foresters and to the United Aid Society. 
He wins friends wherever he goes and is held in highest esteem where he is 

best known. 

ALVA °C) BYATT. 

Alva C. Hyatt, who owns a farm of forty acres located a half mile from 
Hingham, where he successfully engages in dairying, was born in Holland town- 
ship on the 2d of November, 1859. He is a son of F. Russell Hyatt, one of the 

pioneers of Sheboygan county, whose history is more fully given elsewhere in 

this work. 

Alva C. Hyatt was reared at home and began his education in the district 
schools of Holland township, continuing his course of study in the public schools 

of Hingham, which he attended until he was a youth of eighteen. He then be- 

gan to earn his own livelihood, his first position being that of a teacher in the 

country schools, The first year he taught he boarded in the home of a cheese 

maker, from whom he learned the trade, and for seven years thereafter taught 

in the winter and worked in a cheese factory in the summer. At the expiration 

of that time he turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, with which he was 

already familiar, having been reared on a farm. He cultivated leased land for 

three years, and then purchased the place he now owns. His place contains 

forty acres, a portion of the tract being devoted to pasturage, as he makes a 

specialty of stock-raising and dairying, and is now milking twelve cows. Of 

recent years, Mr. Hyatt has been doing considerable experimenting with alfalfa, 

and now has seventeen acres in this grass. It is his intention to plant his 

entire tract to alfalfa, believing he can thus eliminate the Canadian thistles 

and at the same time greatly enrich his soil. 
In Holland township on the 26th of March, 1884, Mr. Hyatt was married to 

Miss Florence Rhodes, a daughter of Henry and Debra (McConkey) Rhodes, the 

father a native of England and the mother of Ireland. They were married in 

Sheboygan county, and for many years resided in Holland township, where the 

mother still makes her home but the father is now deceased. Five children have 

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hyatt, as follows: Bessie, who is teaching in Mil-
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waukee ; Olive, who is a milliner in Sheboygan; Edna, who graduated from the 
Sheboygan high school in 191, at the age of seventeen years, and subsequently 
engaged in teaching in South Dakota, where she has been very successful and 
has been retained for another year; Frank, a youth of sixteen and a graduate of 
the Hingham grammar school; and Russell, a school boy of ten years. 

The family affiliate with the Methodist Episcopal church of Hingham, and 
the political allegiance of Mr. Hyatt is given to the republican party. He is a 
stockholder in the Plymouth Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company, and is 
a member of its board of directors. He is well known in this vicinity, his family 
having resided here for more than sixty years, and has many friends, who hold 
him in high esteem. 

ROLAND H. HANKE, D. D. S. 

Dr. Roland H. Hanke, who is a young dentist of ability and increasing prac- 
tice, having his office and residence in Plymouth, is a scion of one of the first 
settlers of Sheboygan county, who came here from the fatherland in the ’40s, 
the children in his family all having been born here. Roland H. Hanke was born 

October 3, 1885, in Plymouth township, the son of Herman C. and Agnes 
(Schirmer) Hanke. The father was born June 23, 1859, and the mother, who 

was born September 6, 1864, passed away on October 3, 1885. Herman Hanke, 

the grandfather, was a native of Lippe-Detmold, Germany. He emigrated from 

the fatherland in the ’40s and after arriving in this country, at once made his - 
way to Wisconsin, settling in Herman township, Sheboygan county. He took up 

government land which he cleared and improved and upon it he made his home. 
On the original homestead his six children were born, the father of the sub- 

ject of this review being the third in order of birth. The grandfather died in 
1895. The father was raised on the farm and after receiving his education 

learned the cheese-maker’s trade, later purchasing a cheese factory, which he 

operated for many years. After selling his factory he engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, in which he continued until 1904, when he retired and removed to 

Milwaukee, residing in that city until 1908, when he came to Plymouth, where 

he has since made his home. To Herman C. and Agnes (Schirmer) Hanke was 
born one child, Roland H., of this review, the mother dying at his birth. 

Roland H. Hanke was educated in the public and high schools of Plymouth, 
being graduated from the latter in 1904. He then entered Marquette University 
at Milwaukee and was graduated from that institution with the degree of D. D. S. 
in 1907. He immediately opened an office in Milwaukee and entered upon the 

practice of his profession, remaining in that city until 1908, when he established 

an office in Plymouth and here he has since successfully continued. He is a 

member of the State Dental Association and keeps in touch with the latest ideas 

of the profession as they are developed and promulgated. 
Fraternally, Dr. Hanke is connected with the Masonic order and is likewise 

a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union and the Iroquois Club. He belongs 
to the Marquette Alumni Association and the Psi Omega dental fraternity. He 
is a bright, conscientious young dentist of whom Plymouth may justly be proud.
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Coming of good family and receiving a fine literary and professional education, 
he is well equipped to become one of the most valuable and useful residents of 
the community. His practice, which has assumed gratifying proportions, is con- 
stantly growing and on account of his up-to-date methods and the care and at- 
tention which he bestows upon his work his services are proving exceedingly 

satisfactory. He has a wide acquaintance and is received everywhere in the best 
circles in Sheboygan county, being greatly respected and esteemed by a large 

number of friends. 

FRANK GIESEKE. 

Frank Gieseke, foreman in the cigar factory of F. Giesman, is one of Sheboy- 
gan’s native sons, his birth having occurred in this city on the 18th of June, 1887, 
and he is a son of William and Louisa (Doerfer) Gieseke. The father, who was 

left an orphan in early childhood, was a native of Germany, whence he emi- 
grated to the United States, locating in Sheboygan. Here he met and married 
Miss Doerfer, who was also a native of Germany, her birth having occurred in 
the city of Berlin. William Gieseke, who always worked as a laborer, passed 
away on October 18, 1906, at the age of sixty-four years, but the mother survived 

until March 12, 1912, passing away at the age of sixty. Seven children were born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Gieseke, our subject being the youngest. The others are as fol- 
lows: Lena, who married John Luther, of this city; Tina, the wife of Albert 

Helm, also of Sheboygan; Louisa, who became the wife of William Sherman, of 

- Chicago; Charles, who is a contractor of Sheboygan; William, who makes his 

home in Chicago; and Louis, who is living in Sheboygan. 
The entire life of Frank Gieseke has been passed in this city, his education 

having been obtained in the public schools. After mastering the common branches 

he laid aside his text-books and became an apprentice in a cigar factory. He 

has ever since followed this trade and is now foreman in the factory of F. 

Giesman.. 
For his wife Mr. Gieseke chose Miss Alma Eberle, who was born in Manitowoc 

in 1886, and is a daughter of John and Mary Eberle, the father being a cigar 

maker of Manitowoc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gieseke are members of the German Lutheran church and fra- 

ternally he belongs to the Eagles and National Fraternal League. He is also 

affiliated with the Turnverein and in 1910 was elected warden of this society. He 

has served as an election clerk in his ward. 

JOHN L. ACKER. 

John L. Acker, the founder of the Acker Electric Company and the president 

of that institution, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, March 7, 1872. The 

father, Clem Acker, was a native of Germany and a tanner by trade. He emt 

grated with his parents to the United States in 1852, when he was but a year old, 

the family settling in Sheboygan county shortly after their arrival in the new
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world. The father resided with his parents until he reached early manhood and 
then removed to Milwaukee, where he was married to Miss Mary Leub. In 
1892 they came to Sheboygan and this city has since been their home. 

John L. Acker attended the public schools of Sheboygan and was later gradu- 
ated from a parochial school in Milwaukee. After leaving school he went to 
St. Louis, Missouri, where he learned the electrical trade and where he lived for 

a number of years. He then returned to Sheboygan and was employed by the 

Sheboygan & Wisconsin Lighting Company for a number of years, after which 
he embarked in business on his own account, In 1894 the present business was 

in a small way established by Mr. Acker and so continued until 1907, when he 
entered into partnership with Joseph E. Schiffeneder, the firm name being Acker 

& Schiffeneder. The business was conducted as a copartnership until 1909, 
when it was incorporated as the Acker Electrical Company, with John L. Acker 
as president, and H. E. Thomas as secretary and treasurer. The business has 
been a thriving one and from time to time materially expanded, in the scope and 
volume of the work turned out, until now the concern does a large contracting 

business, putting in electrical equipment of all kinds, installing city electrical 

work, isolated electrical plants, and furnishing supplies of all kinds. 

On May 6, 1895, Mr. Acker was married to Miss Anne Vander-Bloeman, a 

daughter of Herman Vander-Bloeman, a native of Holland and a mason by trade 
To this union has been born a son, Arthur Acker, who is attending high school. 
Mr. Acker is a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Modern Woodmen of 
America and the Elks. His prominent position as a business man and manu- 
facturer together with his long residence in Sheboygan have given him a most 

extensive acquaintance throughout the city where he is regarded as one of the 
most valuable of Sheboygan’s business men. Beginning in a small way he has, 

by strict attention, built up an extensive business, the results of which have 

been highly satisfactory. The Acker family is prominent in social and fra- 
ternal circles and is most respected and esteemed in the city of Sheboygan. 

OSCAR ZIMBAL. 

Oscar Zimbal is the sole proprietor of the Oscar Zimbal Brick Company, 

which he has been conducting with constantly increasing success for twenty-two 
years, his enterprise now being numbered among the thriving industries of She- 

boygan. The only child born of the marriage of August and Christiana (Heyer) 

Zimbal, his birth occurred on a farm in the vicinity of Sheboygan, on May 16, 

1872. August Zimbal was born and reared in Breslau, in the province of Silesia, 

Germany, whence he emigrated to the United States in 1851, coming direct to 
Sheboygan county. Very soon thereafter he purchased eighty acres of wood 

land in the vicinity of this city, that he cleared and cultivated for many years. 

He prospered in his agricultural pursuits and by degrees extended the bounda- 
ries of his farm until he had acquired the title to two hundred and forty acres 

of land, all of which he brought under high cultivation. He was one of the 
highly esteemed citizens of his community and took an active interest in the local 

political life and held the various township offices. He was a republican in his
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political views and gave his unqualified indorsement to the principles of that 
party. He passed away in 1903, having lived to attain the venerable age of 
eighty-seven years, and was laid to rest in Wildwood cemetery. His widow still 
survives him. There were five children of a former marriage, which are as fol- 
lows: Edward, who is residing on the old homestead; Herman, also a farmer of 
Sheboygan county; Ernestine, the widow of Christian Bollman, a farmer of this 
county; Augusta, the widow of Henry Friedrichs, a pioneer blacksmith and 
hardware merchant of Sheboygan, who is mentioned at greater length elsewhere 
in this work; and Bertha, the widow of Charles Frohlich, who founded the 
business now owned and conducted by our subject. 

Reared at home, Oscar Zimbal attended public school until he was a youth 
of sixteen years in the acquirement of an education, after which he took a com- 
mercial course covering a period of two years in a local business college. In 1890 
at the age of eighteen years, he was placed in charge of the business he now 

owns. It had been purchased by the father from the estate of the late Charles 
Frohlich and was conducted under the name of A. Zimbal & Son until the 

fathers. death. It started from a small beginning but under the capable manage- 
ment of Mr. Zimbal it has developed in a most gratifying manner and is now a 

very prosperous enterprise. As it is the only establishment of the kind in the 

city and he manufactures a product of excellent quality, Mr. Zimbal is favored 

with orders for practically all of the building brick used in this locality. His 

factory is run at full capacity all of the time and furnishes employment to a 

large corps of capable workmen. 

In this city on the 5th of April, 1906, Mr. Zimbal was united in marriage to 
Miss Anna Twig, a daughter of Herman and Augusta Twig, the father a pio- 

neer and a well known mason of this city. Two children have been born to Mr. 

and Mrs. Zimbal, both of whom died in infancy. The family residence is at 
1535 Georgia street, where Mr. Zimbal has erected a very pleasant and attractive 

residence. 

Mr. Zimbal is a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and in politics he 

isa republican. He is now and has been since 1908 police and fire commissioner. 
Mr. Zimbal is a man of many commendable qualities, conducting his business 

transactions in an honorable and upright manner, while in matters of citizenship 
he is public-spirited and loyal to the community’s best interest, giving his stanch 

support to every progressive movement. 

WILLIAM ZUENGLER. 

William Zuengler is one of the well known and enterprising business men of 
Adell, Sheboygan county, where he is successfully engaged in the furniture and 
lumber business. He was born April 14, 1858, in Sherman township, and is the 
son of Gottlieb and Louisa (Hillman) Zuengler, both of whom were natives of 
Germany, the father’s birth having occurred near Breslau, Prussia, Germany, in 
1828. The paternal grandfather of William Zuengler was Johann Gottfried 
Zuengler, a native of Prussia, Germany, who with his wife and three children 

emigrated to America in 1835, settling first in Pennsylvania and later in Buffalo,
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New York. After spending some time at that place he removed to St. Joseph, 
Michigan, and from there to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was by trade and 
occupation a shoemaker and for many years followed the pursuit of his trade. 
After living some time in Milwaukee he preempted forty acres of land in Wash- 
ington county, located six miles southwest of Cedarburg, where he established 
his home and continued to reside for a number of years. In 1848 he sold that 
place and purchased three hundred acres of government land in Sheboygan 
county and there continued to live during the remaining years of his life, which 
closed in 1865. To Mr. and Mrs. Johann Gottfried Zuengler five children were 
born, of whom three were natives of Germany and two born in this country. 
They were: Elenora; Gottlieb, the father of the subject of this review; Gott- 
fried, Jr.; Rosa, born at sea; and Johanna. i 

Gottlieb Zuengler, the father of the subject of this review, emigrated to this 
country with his parents when a child seven years of ‘age. He was reared in his 
father’s home and received his early education in the public schools. He spent . 
his early manhood at work on his father’s place, remaining under the parental 
roof until 1856, at which time he acquired eighty acres of the home farm lo- 
cated on section 14 in Sherman township. He later added to his original pur- 
chase twenty-two acres, giving him in all a farm of one hundred and two acres, 
upon which he established his home and continued to live during the remaining 
days of his life. He was for some time treasurer of Sherman township and an 
influential citizen of Sheboygan county. He died in rgrr. 

He was united in marriage in 1856 to Miss Louisa Hillman, a native of 
Prussia, Germany, who with her parents, Charles and Charlotte Hillman, emi- 
grated to America in 1846. She was born in 1830 and passed from this life 
in 1908. To Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Zuengler four children were born: Fred, 
now residing upon the old homestead; William, the subject of this review; Ame- 
lia, the wife of Henry Weinhold, of Sherman township; and Louisa, the wife of 
Gottlieb Hillger, Jr., of Glenwood, Illinois. 

William Zuengler was reared in his parents’ home and received his early 
education in the parochial schools of Sherman township. In 1876, at the age of 
eighteen years he learned the cabinet-maker’s trade in Glenbeulah, Sheboygan 
county, and at the age of twenty-one years he became a journeyman carpenter 
and continued in that occupation for eight years. In 1882 he opened a furniture 
store in Adell and in company with a partner he was also engaged in the general 
contracting and building business, making a specialty of building stores, elevators 

and farm dwellings. In 1883 he added to his furniture business that of a retail 

lumber business and in 1886 he purchased the entire interest of his partner in 

their contracting and building business, since which time he has continued in the 

successful operation of his diversified interests. He carries a large and up-to- 

date stock of furniture and his lumberyard is one of the most complete of its 
kind in this part of the state. He is also the owner of a fine farm which is being 
operated by his sons Philip and William. 

Mr. Zuengler was united in marriage in 1882 to Miss Anna Borkenhagen. 
She is a native of Sherman township in which place her birth occurred in 1861, 

and is the daughter of John and Amelia Borkenhagen. Her parents were both 
natives of Pommern, Germany, who emigrated to America in 1855, settling in 
Sherman township where they maintained their home until the time of their
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death, the father dying in 1889 and the mother in 1896. To them nine children 
were born, of whom Mrs. Zuengler is the third in order of birth. To Mr. and 
Mrs. William Zuengler ten children have been born: John, who is engaged in 
business with his father at Adell, married Margaret Pannier, and they have one 

child, Marie; Amelia is the wife of Walter Stolper and they have one child 
and make their home in North Dakota; Philip, William, Helen, Noah, Albert, 
Sophia, Annie and Henry complete the family. Mr. and Mrs. Zuengler with 
their family are members of the St. John’s Lutheran church, of Adell, Wisconsin, 

William Zuengler is one of the enterprising and useful citizens of Sheboygan 
county and occupies an enviable and honored place on the roll of her enterpris- 
ing and highly valued citizens. 

L. H. BALDWIN. 

L. H. Baldwin, who has for many years been engaged in the bee culture in 

Hingham, was born in Sherman township, this county, on the roth of July, 
1851. His father, F. E. Baldwin, was a native of the state of New York. He 

was married in the Empire state to Miss Susan Day Hubbard, who was also 
a native of New York. She was descended from one of the old Colonial 
families, and was a daughter of Levi Hubbard, a native and for many years 

a resident of Herkimer county, New York. Her maternal grandfather, whose 

name was Day, was the first man killed in the War of 1812. The early years 

in the domestic life of Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin were passed in their native state, 

but subsequently they came to Sheboygan county, locating on a farm in Sher- 

man township. Here the father engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1868, 

when he disposed of his farm and removed to Hingham, where he purchased a 

mill, which he operated during the remainder of his active life. He passed 
away in Hingham in 1888, at the age of seventy-six years. After his death the 
mother made her home with our subject. She long survived the father and 
had attained the venerable age of eighty-nine at the time of her demise in 1906. 
She belonged to a long-lived family, her grandmother Day having been one 
hundred and one years of age when she passed away. The family of Mr. 
and Mrs. Baldwin numbered five, as follows: Mary, the wife of Henry Robinson, 

of Lyndon township, both now deceased; Helen, who married M. Birdsey of 

New York state; Clarissa, who died when she was thirteen; L. H., our sub- 

ject; and Della, who became the wife of James Slyfield, of Sheboygan. 

The boyhood of L. H. Baldwin was passed on the farm where he was born. 
In the acquirement of his education he attended the district school until he had 

mastered the common branches, terminating his student days at the age of about 
eighteen years, when he began operating the mill for his father. He was continu- 

ously identified with this enterprise until 1887, when the building was struck by 
lightning and totally destroyed. Some time prior to the burning of the mill he 

had started an apiary, and thereafter his attention was largely devoted to the 

further development of this industry. His efforts in this direction have been well 
rewarded and he is one of the best known and most successful apiarists in this 

part of the state. He keeps a hundred hives, and ships his honey to all parts of
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the country, dealing directly with the consumer. In addition to his place of 
residence Mr. Baldwin owns a farm in Lyndon township, which he has rented. 

At Sheboygan Falls on the 27th of November, 1876, Mr. Baldwin was united 
in marriage to Miss Flora Gifford, a daughter of Hubbard Gifford, a well known 
resident of Lima township. One daughter was born of this marriage, Jessie, 
who married Verne McIntyre of Waldo, Wisconsin, and with her husband now 

resides in Milwaukee. Mr. Baldwin gives his support to the republican party, 
but does not actively participate in local politics, although he is a public-spirited 
man and takes an interest in all things pertaining to the community welfare. 

FRITZ LEONHARDT. 

Fritz Leonhardt is an honored veteran of the Civil war, enlisting when in his 
teens for active service at the front. Faithfulness and capability have always 
been manifest in his business connections throughout life, owing to which fact 

he is today one of the oldest employes of the Northwestern Railway Company, 
serving in the capacity of engineer. Like the great majority of Sheboygan’s sub- 
stantial citizens, Mr. Leonhardt comes of German ancestry and is himself a na- 
tive of Germany, his birth having occurred in Waldschleben, Saxony, on the 15th 
of November, 1845. His father, Heinrich Leonhardt, came to America with the 

family in 1852. He did not tarry on the Atlantic coast but made his way at 
once to the Mississippi valley, settling in Sheboygan. In his native land he had 
followed farming but in this country he secured a position in a brewery and 

later was engaged in the brewery business with August Bintz. He married 

Frederika Braun, who belonged to an old German family. She died at the age 
of fifty-eight years while Mr. Leonhardt passed away in 1910 at the advanced 
age of eighty-seven. They were the parents of nine children, of whom the fol- 
lowing yet survive: Paulina, the wife of J. Schroeder; August, who is engaged 

in the saloon business in Sheboygan; Louis, also of this city; Herman, living in 
Colby, Wisconsin; Charles and Otto, of Sheboygan; and Fritz, who is the eldest. 

When he left the schoolroom, having acquainted himself with the common 

branches of learning, Fritz Leonhardt became a stationary engineer. He was 

only in his seventh year when brought by his parents to the new world and after 
leaving school he was employed at stationary engineering until he reached the 
age of seventeen when the attempt of the south to overthrow the north aroused 

his patriotic spirit and he offered his services to the government, enlisting as a 
member of Company E, Twenty-seventh Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer In- 
fantry, for two years’ service, under command of Colonel Groetz. The regi- 
ment was attached to the Thirteenth Army Corps under General Steele, and 
Mr. Leonhardt served in all the engagements with that corps, including a num- 

ber of hotly contested battles. He was mustered out at Brownsville, Texas, Au- 

gust 29, 1865, after twenty-two months’ service. 
When the country no longer needed his aid Mr. Leonhardt returned to She- 

boygan and secured the position of locomotive engineer on the old Lake Shore 
Railroad, now a part of the Northwestern Railway system. He has since con- 
tinued with this line and is one of the oldest employes of the company, his serv-
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ice covering forty-four years. His course has never brought down upon him 
any complaint from the railway officials. He has ever been most careful and 
faithful, realizing fully the responsibilities that devolved upon him in protecting 
the lives and property under his charge. In his capacity as stationary engineer 
he blew the first whistle of a manufacturing plant in Sheboygan. 

In 1866 Mr. Leonhardt was married to Miss Theresa Mutzbauer, who was 
born in Sheboygan and is.a daughter of Wolfgang Mutzbauer, a farmer. Mr, 
and Mrs. Leonhardt had nine children, four of whom are still living, three sons 
and a daughter: August, located in Chicago, who is married and has one child; 

John, at home; Joseph, of Milwaukee, who is married and has one child; and 

Emma, who is the wife of Fred Heinz, of Milwaukee. The mother died on 
August 6, 1883, and in 1885 Mr. Leonhardt married Ida Stahl, a daughter of 
William Stahl, a native of Germany, who came to America about 1880. To this 

second union were born three children, of whom one is living, Olga, at home. 

The parents are members of the Lutheran church and are loyal to its teachings. 

Mr. Leonhardt has led a busy and useful life. There have been few idle hours 

in his career, and his faithfulness to duty has commended him to the confidence 

and high regard of those whom he serves as well as of the general public. 

LOUIS DAMROW. 

Louis Damrow is the owner and proprietor of the well known Pine Grove 

Dairy Farm consisting of one hundred and sixty acres, located on section 12 in 

Sheboygan township where he is engaged in the successful operation of one of 

the most perfectly equipped farms of its kind in the county. He was born in 

Sheboygan Falls, Wisconsin, January 17, 1866, and is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Gottfried Damrow, of whom a more extended review is published in another part 

of this work. 

Louis Damrow was reared in his parents’ home and received his early edu- 

cation in the district schools of Sheboygan Falls township. During his early 

manhood he remained under the parental roof and was engaged at work on his 

father’s farm. At the age of seventeen years he learned the cheesemaker’s 

trade and to that occupation he gave his attention for the succeeding seven 

years after which he was engaged in farming on a rented farm for a period of 

six years and then purchased a farm of his own consisting of eighty acres of 

land located on section 12 in Sheboygan township. There he established his home 

and has since continued to reside, giving constant attention to the cultivation 

and improvement of his place. Sometime after his original investment in land 

he purchased an additional eighty acres and now is the owner of one hundred 

and sixty acres, known throughout northwestern Wisconsin as the Pine Grove 

Dairy Farm. He makes a specialty of raising high-grade dairy stock for his 

own use as well as for the market. 

Mr. Damrow was united in marriage May 20, 1888, to Miss Annie Emmer- 

mann, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Emmermann, both of whom were na- 

tives of Germany and who emigrated to the United States at a very 

early date, Mrs. Damrow’s father being one of the first settlers in Rhine
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township. He retired from active business some years past and has 
since made his home in Sheboygan. To Mr. and Mrs. Louis Damrow seven 
children were born, namely: Hattie, the wife of William Rhode, who is engaged 
in farming in Sheboygan township, Wisconsin; Walter, who is a cheesemaker 
and resides near Chilton, Wisconsin; Arno, who resides at home; John, who is 
employed at Elkhart Lake; and Ervin, Leona and Malinda, all of whom are at 
home. Mr. Damrow is affiliated with the democratic party and has served as 
a member of the town board for five years and has also been justice of the 
peace of Sheboygan Falls. He and Mrs. Damrow are members of the Lutheran 
church of Sheboygan Falls. He is one of the very successful and highly esteemed 
men of the county of Sheboygan and is numbered among the most enterprising 
and useful citizens of the county and state in which he lives. 

EDWIN W. TUPPER. 

Edwin W. Tupper, who is successfully engaged in dairying in Lima township, 
is descended from one of Sheboygan’s well known pioneer families, his people 
having located here more than sixty years ago. He was born on the farm where 
he now resides on the 13th of June, 1872, and is a son of Aretus and Cornelia 

(Richmond) Tupper. The father’s birth occurred in a log cabin on the farm in 

Lima township, now owned by our subject, on November 29, 1847. He shared 

with his family the hardships and privations of pioneer life, his education being 
limited to the meager advantages afforded by the district schools of that period. 

He remained at home and worked for his father until after he was thirty years 
of age when he was given a portion of the old homestead. Later he increased 

his holdings by the purchase of another sixty acres from his father, which he cul- 
tivated until 1889. In the latter year he rented his farm and removed to She- 
boygan Falls, where he accepted a position as traveling salesman for the Dilling- 

ham Manufacturing Company, his territory covering a large portion of the 

western and central states. He continued in their employ for fifteen years, but in 

1907 he resigned his position and has ever since been devoting his entire time to 
his real-estate holdings. He owns one of the most attractive residence 
properties in Sheboygan, which he purchased when he retired from busi- 
ness. It is located on the interurban car line, just without the city limits, in one 

of the most desirable residence sections. The house has been redecorated and 
equipped with thoroughly modern appointments during the period of his owner- 
ship, and he has also made extensive improvements in the grounds, which are 

attractively laid out and well kept. He owns several fine horses, among them 

Urane, a registered French coach horse, of wide local repute. In Sheboygan on 
the 4th of July, 1868, Mr. Tupper was married to Miss Cornelia Richmond, of 

Lyndon township, who passed away on July 26, 1887. They became the 
parents of two children, the younger of whom, Alma, is the wife of William 

Sloan of Sheboygan. On the oth of December, 1888, in Chicago, Illinois, Mr. 

Tupper married Miss Ella Tupper, who passed away on July 30, 1911. His 

political support he formerly accorded to the democratic party, but he has recently 
transferred his allegiance to the progressive republicans.
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The early years in the life of Edwin W. Tupper were passed on the farm 
where he was born. At the usual age he began his education in the district schools 
of Lima township, and continued it through the high school of Sheboygan F. alls, 
following which he pursued a general business course in Patton’s business Col- 

lege of Sheboygan. He was qualified through his early training for the work of an 

agriculturist, and upon attaining his majority he rented one-half of the old home- 
! stead which he farmed for ten years. At the expiration of that period, in 1902, 

he purchased the property, which is comprised of eighty acres located on section 
5, Lima township, and here he is engaging in dairying and stock-raising. Within 
the past two years he has made some extensive improvements in his place, in- 
cluding the erection of a new house, which upon completion will be provided with 

heating, water and lighting systems. He has also built a large, commodious barn 
in the new basement style, which is piped for water and equipped with many 

modern appliances and conveniences. He has ample accommodations for twenty 

head of cattle and other stock, as well as for his hay and grain. Mr. Tupper is 
very progressive and directs his undertakings in accordance with modern methods. 

He keeps a high grade of stock, and in the tilling of his fields he exercises the 

careful supervision and oversight that result in abundant harvests. 
At Plymouth, this county, on the 24th of December, 1895, he was married 

to Miss Clara Krahn, a daughter of Herman and Lena (Wenzel) Krahn, the 

father a well known farmer of Scott township, and to them have been born 

three daughters: Reta M., who is twelve years of age; Abner, who is nine; and 

Glendora, who was born on the 17th of March, 1911. 
The political allegiance of Mr. Tupper is accorded the republican party. He 

is public-spirited in matters of citizenship and takes an active interest in all local 

affairs, cooperating in every movement that he feels will forward the interests 

of the community or promote the development of its public utilities. 

MICHAEL J. RONK. 

Michael J. Ronk, collector for the Gutsch Brewing Company at Sheboygan, 
and one of the more enterprising of the younger business men of this city, was 
born at Lake Church, Wisconsin, on April 6, 1880, upon the old homestead, 

where the birth of his father, Nicholas Ronk, also had occurred. The father 

is still living at the age of sixty years. In 1883 he came to Sheboygan and for 

eight years he was employed by the Dillingham Manufacturing Company. He 
married Anna Groff, a daughter of Michael and Anna Groff, who reside at Lake 

Church, Wisconsin. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Ronk were seven 

children: Anna, the wife of T. Heinzer, of Wausau, Wisconsin; Olga, who is 

the wife of J. Baumann, a molder of Milwaukee; George, at home; Mathias, an 

upholsterer of Sheboygan; Mary, at home; and Rosa, who is in school. The 

other member of the family is Michael J., of this review. 
Reared in this city the last named attended school here until he entered 

business life to provide for his own support. He first secured employment in a 
factory and also followed the barber’s trade. Subsequently he became connected 

with the brewery business, his identification therewith now covering thirteen
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years. At the present time he is collector for the Gutsch Brewing Company and 
the duties of that. position are discharged promptly and capably, deserving of 
the confidence and good-will of those whom he serves. 

Mr. Ronk was united in marriage to Miss Mary Reinl, who was born June 

24, 1880, in Charlesburg, Wisconsin, a daughter of Frank Reinl, who is living at 
Sheboygan. Her mother, however, died when Mrs. Ronk was but six years of 
age. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ronk have been born four children, but one, a son, died 

at the age of seven years. The others are Viola Anna, Cordelia and Lester, 

aged respectively eight, seven and two years. Mr. Ronk and his family are 
communicants of the Catholic church and fraternally he is connected with the 
Sheboygan Aerie of Eagles, the Home Order of Foresters, the Knights of St. 
George and the United Aid Society. 

RUDOLPH A. FEISTEL. 

Among the representatives of foreign climes who, bidding farewell to native 
land and friends and scenes they held most dear, is Rudolph A. Feistel, who 
with his parents came to American shores in 1857, the father, August Feistel, 

having become convinced that the new world held out superior advantages to 
accumulate a competence. He was born February 1, 1854, in West Prussia, 

Germany, a son of August and Paulina (Wendel) Feistel, the former of whom 

was born November 7, 1821. In 1857 the father and his family, consisting of his 

wife and four children, on coming to America traveled to Port Washington, Wis- 

consin, where the family remained for a time, after which he removed to She- 

boygan. By trade he was a cooper, a business which he followed all his life, 
passing away November 12, 1881. His wife survived her husband until the 

year 1905, when she passed away at the age of eighty years. In their family 
were nine children, only three of whom now survive: George, residing at Two 
Rivers, Wisconsin; August, residing in Kansas; and Rudolph, of this review. 

After receiving a common school education in Wisconsin, Rudolph Feistel 
learned the cooper’s trade and shortly afterward began operating a cooperage 
establishment on his own account, making a specialty of brewery barrels. In 

1881 he was employed by the Schreier Brewery Company and was given charge 
of the repair department of its plant, in the employ of which he still remains. 

Mr. Feistel was married April 18, 1879, to Miss Josephine Ruhner, her 

birth occurring near Lake Superior. She is a daughter of Franz and Caro- 
lina (Schmalinski) Ruhner, both of whom were natives of Germany. Her 

father was a carpenter by trade and was one of the early pioneers of She- 
boygan county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Feistel were born three children, as follows: 

Edwin, formerly a tailor of Colorado who is now in the United States navy and 
who married Isabella Wilson, by whom he has three children; August, at home; 

and Alfred G., deceased. In his political faith Mr. Feistel is a democrat and - 

has been prominent in local politics. He was elected in 1894 as an alderman of 

Sheboygan and served for four consecutive terms. He was again elected to the 
same office in 1900 and still again in 1908, and his extensive public service was 

characterized by the same efficiency which he displays in his business matters.
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He is a member of the Lutheran church in the faith of which he was reared, 
being prominent in the affairs of that denomination. He has for the past twelve 
years been president of the German Aid Society, an organization which is affili- 
ated with the church of which he is a member. In private and in public life he 
has always been found at his post, actively and efficiently performing the duties 
which devolve upon him. He has given the strictest attention to his business 
matters, looking after all details with faithfulness and with close scrutiny. He 
has long been recognized as one of the best citizens of Sheboygan and his large 
circle of acquaintances without exception hold him in high esteem. The family 
is well and favorably known throughout the entire community and is one of the 
most respected in Sheboygan. 

HENRY OTT. 

One of the best known and most successful dairy farmers. in Sheboygan 
county is Henry Ott, who owns a model dairy farm of one hundred and eighty 
acres, finely stocked and splendidly improved, situated near Plymouth. He was 
born March 6, 1865, in Holland township, southwest of Cedar Grove, Sheboygan 
county. The father, Carl Ott, was born in Nassau, Germany, July 3, 1829, and 
died on the 4th of April, 1911. The mother, Caroline (Rehm) Ott, was born 
in Lippe-Detmold, Germany. The grandfather, Philip Ott, was also born in 
Nassau, Germany, where the family originated. He was engaged in merchan- 
dising in his native land and emigrated to America with his family in 1846. He 
proceeded at once to Milwaukee and in the same year purchased a tract of 
land eight miles north of Port Washington. He cleared and improved this 
farm but at the end of two years disposed of it and removed to Holland town- 
ship, Sheboygan county, where he purchased eighty acres of land. Upon this 
farm he resided during the remainder of his life, passing away in 1860. He 
had been married twice. His first wife bore him five children, of whom Carl 

Ott, the father of our subject, was third in order of birth. By his second mar- 

riage he had four children. 
Henry Ott was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan county and was 

reared on his father’s farm, assisting in the work of the fields at such times as 

he was not busied with his studies. After laying aside his text-books he con- 
tinued to assist his father in the farm work until 1906, when he bought the 
home farm, on section 33, upon which .he has made many improvements, and 

he is now the owner of a model dairy farm in the community. In rgro he added 
to his acreage by purchasing one hundred acres across the road from his for- 
mer holdings, on section 34, now owning one hundred and eighty acres of pro- 

ductive land. 
In 1888 Mr. Ott was married to Miss Matilda Phillipsen, a daughter of 

Peter and Louisa (Wolf) Phillipsen. The Phillipsen family came from Ger- 
many, the father being about three years of age when his parents emigrated to 

this country. When the Civil war broke, out in 1861 he enlisted in the Twenty- 
fourth Wisconsin Volunteers. He served efficiently as a soldier and toward the 

close of the war he was wounded and discharged on account of physical dis-
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ability. During his lifetime he followed farming, owning a large and well im- 
proved farm and also dealing in stock. In early life he resided in Milwaukee, 
where he was employed for a-time as a mail carrier. Of his children five grew 
to maturity; Emily, the wife of Nicholas Reif, of Milwaukee; Anton, who re- 
sides in Mitchell township; Matilda, now Mrs. Ott; William, of Plymouth; and 
Louis, who lives in Mitchell township. To Mr. and Mrs. Ott have been born 
five children: Louis, who married Anna Helmer, and is engaged in farming his 
father’s land on section 34, Plymouth township; Earl P., of California; and Ar- 
mand, Carl and Louise, all of whom are residing at home. 

In his political views Mr. Ott is a republican and takes an active interest 
in party affairs. For eleven years he served as clerk of Plymouth township 
and since 1906 has been chairman of its board of supervisors. Fraternally he 
is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, the National Fraternal 
League, the Beavers, the Eagles, and the Odd Fellows. The family is affili- 
ated with the Salem Methodist Evangelical church and are active workers in its 
behalf. Mr. Ott since early manhood has been regarded as a most estimable 
citizen of his township and county and by his well ordered life and well di- 
rected efforts has built up a lucrative business as well as an honored name in 
the community. Possessing a good education, he has been of much service in 

his township, where for so long he has been a public official, holding positions 

to which he has given his strictest attention and serving the community with 
fidelity and efficiency. In his own affairs his endeavors have been characterized 
by the earnestness which he has displayed in all his connections in life. He 
has long been esteemed as one of the best citizens of his community and his 
family is greatly respected wherever known. 

ALFRED P. STEFFEN. : 
Alfred P. Steffen is officially and financially connected with one of the largest 

productive industries of Sheboygan, being vice president of The Konrad Schreier 
Company, owners of an extensive brewing and malting plant. He is also con- 

nected with a number of other important business connections and industrial un- 
dertakings of this city, his labors constituting an important element in commer- 
cial progress and its consequent prosperity here. 

He was born in Davenport, Iowa, July 15, 1860, his parents being August 
and H. Margarethe (Gerlicher) Steffen, both of whom were natives of Ger- 
many, the father born in Herford, Westphalia, and the mother in Coburg, Gotha, 

Saxony. They were residents of Davenport, Iowa, at the time of the birth of 
their son, Alfred who pursued his education in the public schools of that city 
and in the Spencerian Business College. For two years after making his initial 
step in the business world he was connected with the grain trade in Davenport 
and subsequently spent ten years as a dry-goods merchant of that city. His 
business powers and capacities increased and expanded as the years passed, 
qualifying him for larger undertakings. In 1888 he removed to Sheboygan, 
where he entered into active connection with the brewing and malting business 
in association with The Konrad Schreier Company, of which he is now the vice 

president. 
Vol. 136 :
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On the r5th of May, 1884, in Sheboygan, Mr. Steffen was married to Miss 
Emma Schreier, a daughter of Konrad and Elizabeth Schreier, and unto them 
were born three children, Marguerite, Lorelei and Alfred, Jr. The younger 
daughter is now the wife of Fred A. Karste, Jr. Mr. Steffen is well known 
through fraternal relations, being a member of the Masonic lodge, the Benevo- 
lent Protective Order of Elks, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. His life has 
been characterized by diligence and determination, by recognition and utilization 
of opportunities. He is classed with the leading and progressive business men 
of the city and the methods he has employed in the attainment of success are 
such as will bear close scrutiny and investigation. 

L. MARTIN EVANS. 

Though a third of a century has passed since L. Martin Evans was called to 
his final rest, he is still remembered by many of the older residents of Sheboygan 
county as an esteemed citizen who was identified with general agricultural pur- 

suits here for about three decades. His birth occurred in Randolph township, 
Orange county, Vermont, on the 11th of July, 1828, his parents being John and 
Selina (Tracy) Evans. The family came originally from Wales. John Evans 
the paternal grandfather of our subject, removed from New Hampshire to Ver- 
mont and subsequently took up his abode in Ohio, where his demise occurred. 
Some of his descendants are now living at New London, Ohio. The maternal 
great-grandfather of L. Martin Evans was a soldier in the English army and 

fought in the French wars. After coming to America he joined the Revolution- 

*ary forces and fought in the navy. According to family tradition, he rendered 

efficient service as a gunner in a memorable engagement. Perez Tracy, the ma- 

ternal grandfather, participated in the War of 1812, and took part in the battle 

of Plattsburg. Unto John and Selina (Tracy) Evans were born nine children, 

as follows: Harriet, who is deceased; Dimick Tracy, who is a resident of 

Plymouth, Wisconsin; L. Martin, of this review; Olive, the deceased wife of 

John Teft, of Portland, New York; Emily, who is the wife of Hubbard Bryant, 

of Brookfield, Vermont; Clarissa, the deceased wife of Alden Boyce, of Brook- 

field, Vermont; Marshall, who passed away at the age of eight years; Nancy 
G., the deceased wife of Lorin Kidder, of Northfield, Vermont; and Marcia, 

the deceased wife of George Sneeden, of Bristol, Vermont. 

In 1849, when a young man of twenty-one, L. Martin Evans came to Wis- 

consin, to which state his brother Dimick had removed two years before. He 

took up government land on section 16, Plymouth township, Sheboygan county, 
a part of which is now owned by his son Byron. After clearing the land he 
erected a frame dwelling, which was quite a rare thing in those early days. _ In 

the further cultivation and improvement of that property he was busily engaged 

throughout the remainder of his life, passing away in 1878. For a period of 

three years he served as deputy warden of the state penitentiary at Waupun. 

On the 13th of May, 1853, Mr. Evans was united in marriage to Miss Caro- 

line McGraw, a daughter of Edward M. and Eliza (Plattner) McGraw and a
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granddaughter of Thomas McGraw, who came to this country from Ireland 

when eighteen years of age. Edward M. McGraw, a native of Little Britain, 
Orange county, New York, removed from the Empire state to Michigan in 1830 
and thence made his way to Iowa about 1841. In the fall of 1848 he came to 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and a year later removed to Plymouth, where he worked 
at his trade of wagon making. He returned to Sheboygan about 1856 and there 
conducted a wagon shop. In 1858 he was elected state prison commissioner of 
Wisconsin, serving in that capacity for one term or until 1860; when he removed 

to Michigan. His son Byron, who held the rank of second lieutenant in Com- 
pany I, Sixteenth Michigan Infantry, was killed in the battle of Gaines Hill, in 
the seven days’ fighting before Richmond, on the 27th of June, 1862. In 1863 
Edward M. McGraw returned to Wisconsin and resided for a time at Fond du 

Lac, where he was engaged in the milling business. Eventually he took up his 

abode in Plymouth, where his demise occurred in 1886. His wife was called to 
her final rest on the 28th of March, 1909. Mr. McGraw was a very versatile 
man, was a writer of some note and very prominent in the early affairs of this 

state. He was an intimate friend of Carl Schurz and stumped the state with him 

during the latter’s campaign for lieutenant governor. During the period of the 

Black Hawk war he served with the Michigan troops. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 

Evans were born four sons, namely: George P., who is a resident of Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin; Byron McGraw; Ellsworth, who is deceased; and McGraw. The 

mother of these children was married a second time, becoming the wife of 

Dimick Tracy Evans, a brother of L. Martin Evans, with whom she now resides 
at Plymouth. She has lived within the borders of Sheboygan county for almost 
two-thirds of a century, and is therefore largely familiar with its annals from 
pioneer times down to the present. 

JOHN M. STEIMLE. 

John M. Steimle is serving for the third consecutive term as city clerk of 
Sheboygan to which office he was elected on the democratic ticket. His native 
city thus honors him and gives evidence of the confidence reposed in him. He 
was born here, March 25, 1862, a son of Joseph and Margaret Steimle, both 

natives of Germany, who were married after they came to the new world. 
The father was a railroad engineer and served for a number of years as master 
mechanic in the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad shops at Sheboygan. He thus 
became well known here and continued to make his home in this city until his 
death. 

John M. Steimle was reared in Sheboygan and was a pupil in the public 

schools. He afterward learned the iron molder’s trade which he followed for 

five years when he was injured while employed in that connection. This forced 
him to seek other fields of labor and for eighteen years he was engaged in the 

dry-goods and grocery business in this city, but eventually sold out and after- 
ward devoted six years to the general insurance business, prior to entering upon 

the duties of his present office as city clerk. In 1894-95 he served as alderman
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representing his ward. His first term of service as city clerk, demonstrated his 
capability and his fidelity as it led to his reelection and he is now serving for the 
third consecutive term. 

Mr. Steimle married Miss Clara Kroos, a daughter of William Kroos and a 
sister of Julius Kroos, president of the Bank of Sheboygan. They have two 
children, Arnold and John Julius. They are well known in this city and a large 
circle of warm friends insures them the hospitality of the best homes of She- 
boygan. They hold membership in the Lutheran church, and in the different 
relations of life Mr. Steimle has displayed sterling traits of character, becoming 
well known as an enterprising and progressive business man, as a trustworthy 
official and as a faithful friend. : 

WILLIAM A. ERDMANN. 

William A, Erdmann, for whom the town of Erdmann was named, is one 

of Sheboygan county’s highly enterprising and capable native sons, and one of 
the foremost citizens of his community in the promotion of which he has been 
a dominant factor. His natal day was the 16th of February, 1867, and his par- 

ents Albert and Fannie C. (Schedzsche) Erdmann. The father, who was born 

and reared in Germany, came to the United States at the age of sixteen years and 

located in California. During the succeeding four or five years he prospected in 

the gold fields of that state, but at the expiration of that time he returned to the 

old country, where he was married. Immediately following this event he brought 

his bride to the United States, locating on a farm in Mosel township, this county 

and they are still living in that vicinity. Seven children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Erdmann, six of whom are living, our subject being the eldest of the 
family. August, the next in order of birth, owns a meat market at Cleveland 
and in connection with the conduct of this enterprise he also engages in buying and 

selling stock. He is married and has four children, Charles, who was born on the 
18th of December, 1869, is residing in Erdmann, where he is engaged in business 
with his brother, William A. He was married on the 5th of March, 1892, to 

Ida Mog, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mog, natives of Germany, and they 

have two daughters: Fannie, who is at home; and Lillian, who is attending 

school. Laura and Selma, the only daughters of the family, are twins. The 
former married William Schreiber, a farmer of Mosel township, and has one 

child, while Selma became the wife of William Blanke, a blacksmith of She- 

boygan, by whom she has had four children. Herman, who is married and has 

four children, is living on the old family homestead. 

William A. Erdmann was reared at home and educated in the district schools. 

At the age of seventeen years he learned cheese making, which business he fol- 
lowed until 1892. In the latter year he bought out the saloon of Henry Zoerner, 
and in 1895 when the postoffice was established there, he was made postmaster 

and named the town Erdmann. He has ever since been one of the most enter- 

prising and progressive citizens and to him must be attributed a great part of the
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credit for the town’s development. Together with his brother, Charles J. and Mr. 
William F. Wagner, who are associated in business with him, he has erected a 

hotel, saloon, harness shop, sale stable and an implement and hardware store, 

all of which enterprises they are conducting most successfully. In addition to 
these various enterprises he and William Heermann have a real-estate office 

and engage in buying and selling property throughout the county and state. Mr. 
Erdmann has also been in the cheese business until within the last two years, 
having been in partnership with B. Schreiber to whom he sold his interest in the 
plant. He possesses more than average foresight and sagacity, and these united 

with strong powers of organization and executive ability enable him to carry to 
a successful issue anything he undertakes. 

On the 15th of February, 1890, Mr. Erdmann was united in marriage to 
Miss Emma Toepel, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Toepel, natives of Ger- 
many, and to them have been born three children: Emily; Arthur; and Willard, 

who is still attending school. Mr. Erdmann and his family spend the greater 
part of the summer at Crystal Lake, this state, where they have a pleasant sum- 
mer home, as also has his partner, William Heermann. 

WILLIAM F. WAGNER. 

William F, Wagner, who is associated in business with William A. and Charles 
J. Erdmann, was born in Herman, this county, on January 1, 1876. He is a son 
of William and Elizabeth (Zimmermann) Wagner, who located in Herman town- 

ship in the pioneer days and there the father engaged in farming during the 
remainder of his active life. He passed away in 1910, but the mother is still 
living and makes-her’ home in Sheboygan. Seven children were born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Wagner, five of whom are living, our subject being the second in order 

of birth. ( 

Mr. Wagner was reared at home and educated in the district schools, after 

which he engaged in business. On the 29th of June, 1902, he was married to 
Emma Kohl, a native of Sheboygan county and a daughter of John Kohl, who 
was likewise born and reared in this county, and to them has been born one 
child, Isabel. Mr. Wagner is one of the well known and highly esteemed citi- 
zens of Erdmann, and has many friends in the village and the surrounding 
country. 

ji 

GEORGE E. SCHOERGER, Jr. 

George E. Schoerger, Jr., is successfully engaged in the saloon business at 

Sheboygan, where he was born May 12, 1875. He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 

George Schoerger, Sr., of whom more extended mention is made on another 
page of this work. George E. Schoerger, Jr., was reared in his parents’ home 

and received his early education in the public schools in Sheboygan. On starting
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in life for himself he first took up work at the age of sixteen years in a grocery 
store and later found employment in one of the factories of Sheboygan, where 
he continued to be engaged for some time and then became interested with his 

father in the saloon business, in which he has since continued. In addition to 

his saloon business he is also engaged in the plumbing business, to which he 
gives a portion of his time. 

Mr. Schoerger was united in marriage to Miss Clara Schlicht. She was 
born in Sheboygan in 1876 and is a daughter of John and Mollie (Walters) 
Schlicht, who were among the early settlers of Sheboygan county. The father 
was first engaged in this country in the harness business at Sheboygan and 
later was associated in the livery business with F. Telgener for a number of 
years. He and his partner sold their livery business to the Schmidt Livery 
Company, since which time Mr. Schlicht has been employed in the shipping 
department of the Vollrath Manufacturing Company. To Mr. and Mrs. Schoer- 
ger one child has been born, Wallace, who is ten years of age and is now a pupil 
in the public school. Mr. Schoerger is a member of the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles of Sheboygan and also a member of the Royal Order of Moose and the 
United Aid Society. He is one of the well known citizens of Sheboygan and is 
a man whose business integrity has never been questioned and who enjoys the 
respect of his friends and associates. . 

W. C. JOHANN. 

W. C. Johann, who for fourteen years has been engaged in the insurance bus- 

iness in Sheboygan, was born in Sheboygan Falls on the 14th of January, 1867, 
and is a son of Joachim and Caroline (Steinfeldt) Johann, both natives of 

Germany. The father, who was a manufacturer of pumps and fanning mills, 

emigrated to the United States in 1861, locating at Sheboygan Falls. Soon 

thereafter he was drafted into the army, but being unable to pass the physical 

examination was exempt from service. Some years after settling here he pur- 

chased an interest in a pump, fanning mill and general woodwork factory. He 

subsequently acquired a larger interest in this establishment, which was operated 
under the firm name of Little, Johann & Meyer, continuing to be connected with 

it until 1883. In the latter year he sold his stock to Mr. Meyer. During the 

succeeding three or four years he confined his efforts to jobbing, but at the 

expiration of that time, in 1887, he came to Sheboygan and lived retired until 

his death, which occurred in 1901. The mother of our subject came to the 
United States with her father in her early girlhood. 

After his graduation from the high school W. C. Johann turned his atten- 
tion to commercial activities. In 1887, he formed a partnership and established 
a general mercantile store which he conducted with increasing success for four 

years. At the expiration of that time Mr. Johann withdrew from the enter- 

prise and accepted a position as traveling salesman with a wholesale shoe house. 

In 1895 he was granted a franchise by the city to install a telephone system, 
which he subsequently sold to the Northwestern Electric Company, and three 
years later, in 1898, he engaged in the insurance business. He has ever since
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been identified with this line and it has proyen to be very remunerative. He is 
local representative of several well known and reliable companies and his patrons 
are many and from all walks in life. 

Mr. Johann chose for his wife and helpmate Miss Caroline Hoehle, a daugh- 
ter of William Hoehle, a Methodist minister, and to them have been born four 
children, Lucille, Gertrude, Lorine and Caroline. 

Fraternally Mr. Johann is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, having 
joined the lodge when it was first organized in Sheboygan and is now serving 
as secretary. He is very active and enterprising, and possesses the cordial 
manner and sympathetic personality essential to success in his vocation. 

ALBERT LEONHARDT. 

Albert Leonhardt has his place of business at Riverside Park and the 
same is being conducted under his personal supervision. His birth occurred 
in Sheboygan on the oth of September, 1881, his parents being August and 
Augusta (Quasius) Leonhardt. In 1853, at the age of seven years, the father 
emigrated to America with his parents. The family established their home in 
Sheboygan, where August Leonhardt was reared and received his early educa- 
tion in the German schools. At the age of twenty-one he became a locomotive 
and stationary engineeer and for eleven years was employed as engineer on 
the boats sailing the Great Lakes. Retiring from this business, he purchased 
land in Sheboygan on which he erected a building for saloon purposes. Later 
he also purchased ground on Michigan avenue, where he built a livery stable. 
After giving his attention to these two enterprises for a period of ten years 
he disposed of both properties to his financial advantage, selling his saloon 
property to Henry Hermann and the livery establishment to Schaeder & Lae- 
bel. This firm continued in the livery business for six years, when they resold 
the property to Leonhardt & Westerbeck. Six months later Fred Leonhardt, 
a son of August Leonhardt, purchased Mr. Westerbeck’s interest and the busi- 
ness was thereafter conducted under the firm name of Leonhardt & Son until 
1905, at which date Fred Leonhardt purchased his father’s interest and con- 
tinued the business. August Leonhardt, after disposing of his interest in the 
livery business to his son, reengaged in the saloon business on the north side, 
on Fifteenth street. 

Mr. Leonhardt was married to Miss Augusta Quasius, a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Christian Quasius, natives of Germany, who emigrated to America 
at an early date and who were among the early pioneers of Sheboygan county. 
The demise of Mr. Quasius occurred about eleven years ago, while his wife was 
called to her final rest about twenty years ago. Unto August and Augusta 
(Quasius) Leonhardt were born thirteen children, seven of whom are still liv- 
ing. Clara, living in Sheboygan, is the wife of Herman Gehr, by whom she has 
nine children. Frederick, engaged in the livery business, is married and has 
two children. George, a barber by occupation, has his own shop in Sheboygan. 
He is married and has two children. Albert, of this review, is the next in order 
of birth. Hilda, living in Sheboygan, is the wife of Robert Hein, by whom she
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has two children. Mr. Hein is a machinist by trade. Veronica is still living 
with her parents. Robert, also still under the parental roof, is a druggist in 
the service of the North Side Drug Company. 

Albert Leonhardt was reared at home, receiving his education in the public 
schools of Sheboygan. On the completion of his school life he became an ap- 
prenticed tailor, learning that trade, which he followed for four years. Retir- 
ing from this vocation, he became an employe of his father. In 1907 he left 
his father’s employ and engaged in work for Mr. Klewe, with whom he re- 
mained for the three following years. At the conclusion of this period he pur- 
chased the property and business known as Riverside Park and has since con- 
ducted this popular summer amusement park. 

In 1906 Mr. Leonhardt was married to Miss Olga Balke, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs, August Balke, both natives of Germany, who emigrated to this 
country about twenty-six years ago. To this union two children have been 
born, one of whom died in infancy. The other, Norma, is living at home with 
her parents. Mr. Leonhardt is a member of the United Aid Society and also 
belongs to the Rangers. He is well known throughout the city and county of 
which he has been a resident since childhood. 

MATTIS FLAIG. 

Mattis Flaig, who is now living retired in Sheboygan, was for many years 
actively engaged in agricultural pursuits in Wilson township. He was born 
in Germany on the 30th of March, 1844, and is a son of Mattis and Mary 
(Strom) Flaig. The family emigrated to the United States in 1852, and after 
spending about four months in New York city came to Sheboygan. During the 
first four years of his residence here the father engaged in fishing, but at the 
end of that time he bought thirty acres of land on section 8, Wilson township, 
and turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. He passed away on the old 
homestead, where his grandson George is now living, at the age of seventy 
years. The mother, who died in March, 1869, was only about fifty-two at the 
time of her death. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Flaig is as follows: George, 
who died in 1908; Christine, who is married and lives in Sheboygan; Mat- 

tis, our subject; John, who passed away October 4, 1911; and Agnes, the de- 

ceased wife of Fred Aucksburg. 
Mattis Flaig was given the advantages of but a meager schooling. He 

began his education in his native land, where he passed the first eight years 
_ of his life, and completed it in Sheboygan county. After laying aside his text- 

books, he assisted his father with the cultivation of the farm most of the time 

until he was about twenty-four years of age, when he bought the home place. 
He diligently applied himself to its further improvement and cultivation until 

about fifteen years ago, when he withdrew from the work of the fields and rent- 
ing the farm to his son George has ever since lived retired. 

In Wilson township, in October, 1868, Mr. Flaig was married to Miss Ern- 

estine Schmidt, who had emigrated to the United States but a short time pre- 

viously, and to them were born six children: George, who is on the home farm;
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Anna, the wife of Charles Brant, a member of the city fire department of She- 
boygan; William, who is a barber in Sheboygan; Ida, who married John 
Schmidt, of Sheboygan; Alma, the wife of Louis Holverson, a salesman in the 
Jung department store; and Otto, who is a barber in Sheboygan. The wife and 
mother passed away in Sheboygan in 1910, and on January 30, 1912, Mr. Flaig 
was married to Mrs. Augusta Flaig, the widow of his brother, John Flaig, the 
event occurring in Sheboygan. The political views of Mr. Flaig accord with 
the principles of the democratic party, but he has never sought official honors, 
although he takes an active interest in all local affairs. 

GEORGE ARTMANN. 

The history of a city or community is not written as the result of the labors 
of a chosen few but chronicles the efforts of the many, each bearing a part in 
the work of development and progress. During the long years of his residence 
in Sheboygan, George Artmann was numbered among those who contributed 
to local industrial activity, conducting a successful business as a painter. He 
was born in this city in 1858. His father had removed westward from Penn- 
sylvania, having previously made his home near Middletown in that state. He 

was a blacksmith by trade, and arriving in Sheboygan during the primitive 
stage in its development became one of tha first of his trade in this vicinity and 
at the time of his death was one of the oldest in years as regarded continuous 
connection with the trade here. 

George Artmann was reared in Sheboygan and the public schools afforded 
him his educational privileges. He subsequently turned his attention to in- 

dustrial interests and became a capable artisan, following the painter’s trade in 
which connection he secured a liberal patronage. Having arrived at years of 
maturity he married Miss Louisa Buntz who was born in Illinois and died on 

the 18th of April, 1912, at the age of fifty-five years. Mr, and Mrs. Artmann 
became the parents of one child, Edward George, who was born in Chicago, 
November 2, 1887. After leaving school he took up his father’s trade of paint- 
ing which he followed for two and one half years. He then came to Sheboy- 
gan and entered a furniture factory, working at his trade in that connection. 

He is a member of the Grangers of Sheboygan. 

JOSEPH BUBUIS. 

Joseph Bubuis is connected with furniture and saloon interests in Sheboy- 

gan. He is yet a young man who is working earnestly and energetically to at- 
tain success and with this end in view he wisely uses his time and efforts. He 

was born February 22, 1886, in Germany, just across from the Russian border. 
His father, Andrew Bubuis, is now a resident of Springfield, Illinois, where he 

is engaged in coal mining. He came with his family to America in 1898 and 
established his home in that city where he still resides. His wife, Mrs. Aggie
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Bubuis, died when her son Joseph was but four years of age. In their family 
were three sons and two daughters, those now living being: Peter; Andrew, who 
is a resident of Shenandoah, Pennsylvania; Aggie, the wife of John Kaspar, of 
Springfield, Illinois; and Joseph. 

The last named was a lad of about twelve years when the family home was 
established in the new world, and after he left the public schools of Springfield 
he worked in the coal mines there, beginning when but fourteen years of age, 
and devoted three years to that labor. He afterward went to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, where he was employed in a furniture factory for four years, and 
then came to Sheboygan, where he again entered a furniture factory. He was 
afterward in the employ of the Reiss Coal Company and when he severed that 
connection purchased his present business in partnership with Joe Arl. 

Mr. Bubuis was married to Miss Antonia Kurtl, who was born in 18g, also 
in Germany near the Russian border. She came with her brother to America, 
settling in Sheboygan in 1906. Her mother, Mrs. Martha Kurtl, now a widow, 
is living in this city. Mr. and Mrs. Bubuis are parents of two children, Joseph 
and Antonia, twins. The parents are members of the Catholic church and Mr. 
Bubuis is also connected with St. Joseph’s Society and with St. Cassimer’s 
Society, both affiliated with that church. 

WILLIAM SCHUMANN. 

William Schumann is the well known proprietor of the Schumann road- 
house, a business consisting of an entertainment hall, restaurant and buffet 
combined, located on Riverside road in this county. He was born in the town 
of Herman, Sheboygan county, December 14, 1863. The father, Fred Schu- 
mann, emigrated from Germany and settled on a farm in the town of Herman 
at an early period in the history of this county. He established his home on 

the farm on which he settled and here he continued to reside during the re- 

mainder of his life. His death occurred in 1887, his wife surviving him until 

1896. Mr. Schumann was buried in the Sheboygan Falls cemetery and Mrs. 

Schumann in St. Lucas cemetery. Unto them were born ten children, eight of 

whom are still living. The oldest child in this family was a volunteer soldier 

in the Civil war and lost his life in battle. Lewis, who is married, makes his 

home in Burnett county, Wisconsin. Thena, living in the town of Herman, is 
the wife of Michael Rau, by whom she has four children. Fredericka, the 
mother of six children, is the widow of Charles Clemons, who was an agri- 

culturist by occupation. Augusta is the widow of William Schmidt. Annie 
is the wife of Louis Zill and resides in the northern part of this state. Caroline 
is the wife of Albert Pribbernow and resides in Clark county, Wisconsin. Hen- 
rietta, who gave her hand in marriage to Herman Rehm, is living in Mani- 

towoc county. 

William Schumann, the other surviving member of this family, spent the 

early years of his boyhood in his father’s home and was educated in the dis- 

trict schools. He remained under the parental roof and spent the early years 

of his manhood at work on his father’s farm until he was twenty-one years
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of age. On reaching his majority he purchased the old home from his father 
and continued to reside on this property until 1908, at which time he disposed 
of the property and moved to Riverside, at which place he purchased a well 
known road house and has since given his attention to the interests of his busi- 
ness. 

In 1888 Mr. Schumann was married to Miss Emma Wimmler, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs, Edward Wimmler, both of whom were natives of Germany. 
To this union have been born five children, namely: Henry, Ella, Fred, Otto 
and Oscar. All are still at home with their parents. Mr. Schumann is a mem- 
ber of the Germania Society of Sheboygan. He is well known throughout the 
county and city and his place of business is one of the popular resorts of River- 
side. 

WILLIAM L. STEINKE. 

William L. Steinke, who is engaged in the soda and mineral business, has 
passed practically his entire life in Sheboygan, his birth having here occurred 
on the 2oth of July, 1877. He is a son of Louis Steinke, a native of Saxony, 
Germany, who emigrated to the United States in his early manhood, locating in 
Sheboygan. The father was a shoemaker in the old country and for a time 
continued to follow that trade after coming here, but he subsequently turned 
his attention to other occupations, and for a time he drove a stage from Sheboy- 
gan to Kiel. In 1888 he started the business now conducted by our subject, 
and continued in this until his death in 1896. For his wife Mr. Steinke chose 
Miss Augusta Knoll, to whom he was married in the United States. 

William L. Steinke, who is the second child born to his parents, was reared 

at home and given the advantages of a common-school education. After lay- 
ing aside his text-books he became associated in business with his father, and 

since the latter’s death he has had the sole management of the enterprise, and 

has met with very good success in the promotion of its development. 

On the 16th of April, 1907, Mr. Steinke was married to Miss Theresa 
Braun, a daughter of John Braun, Sr., a well known contractor of this city, and 
to them has been born one child, William J. 

Fraternally Mr. Steinke is a member of the Eagles, Moose, Buffaloes and 

the German Aid, and takes an active interest in the work of each organization. 
He is an energetic young man of laudable ambition and is making a creditable 
place for himself in local business circles. 

LOUIS A. VAN ALTENA, Jr., M. D. : 

For three generations the representatives of the Van Altena family have 
practiced medicine in Cedar Grove and the name today is a synonym for ca- 
pable, scientific and progressive methods and standards which go beyond profes- 
sional ethics into broader fields of humanitarianism. The active representative
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at thé present time is Dr. Louis A. Van Altena, Jr., a native son of Sheboy- 
gan county, who by carrying out the honorable and upright standards of his 
father and his grandfather has attained recognition as a worthy successor of 
two high-minded and able men. Dr. Van Altena was born in Holland town- 
ship, March 21, 1870, and has spent his entire life in Wisconsin. He was edu- 
cated in the Milwaukee public schools, later taking a business course in the 
Charles Meyer Business College of that city. He attended Rush Medical Col- 
lege of Chicago from 1891 to 1893 but received his degree from Marquette 
Medical College, of Milwaukee in 1895. Immediately afterward he settled in 
Cedar Grove, taking charge of his father’s practice, which he has since con- 
tinued. He is the family physician for the present generation of many of the 
families that his grandfather attended sixty years ago. He is one of the most 
enterprising and quietly progressive physicians in Cedar Grove and his profes- 
sional career is marked by expert and specialized knowledge which, combined 
with his personal ability, have made his rise rapid and his prosperity sure. He 

is a member of the Sheboygan County and the Wisconsin State Medical Socie- 
ties and also belongs to the American Medical Association. 

Dr. Van Altena has been twice married. On February 5, 1896, he married 
Miss Hattie Van DeWall, who died on July 12, 1897. His second wife was in 
her maidenhood Miss Angelina E. Roth, whom he wedded on June 7, 1900. 

Politically he gives his allegiance to the republican party and is an active, pub- 
lic-spirited and progressive citizen. He has served as health officer of Holland 
township for the past ten years and was health officer of the village of Cedar 
Grove since its incorporation, doing practical and efficient work in this line. 
He belongs to the Presbyterian church of Cedar Grove. The profession with 
which he is identified requires a steady hand, a concentrated mind and a skill 
which is mechanical and technical as well as scientific. All of these require- 
ments Dr. Van Altena possesses in a gratifying degree and upon them he has 
founded his prosperity. He is still in the prime of life and his attainments 

up to this time prophecy well for still greater future professional success. 

GEORGE SIXEL. 

George Sixel is engaged in general farming on section 17, Mosel township, 

where he owns one hundred and fourteen acres of land, which he has been 
cultivating for twenty years. He was born in the township where he now re- 
sides on the 9th of March, 1870, and is a son of George and Barbara (Heisin- 
ger) Sixel. The father was a native of Germany, but when a child of three 
years he was brought to the United States by his parents, who located on a 

farm in Mosel township. There he was reared to manhood, and educated in 

the district schools. His energies were always devoted to agricultural pursuits 
and he subsequently acquired one hundred and ninety acres of land in Mosel 

township, that he cultivated until his death in 1908, at the age of fifty-eight 

years. The mother is of German extraction, as the name would suggest, and 

was born and reared in Mosel township, and there she continues to reside.
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The boyhood and youth of George Sixel were passed on the farm where he 
was born and in the acquirement of his education he attended the district 
schools in the vicinity of the old homestead. He remained under the parental 
roof until he had attained his majority and then started out to make his own 
way in the world. In 1892, he began farming for himself on the place where 

he now resides, and as he is diligent and enterprising in his methods and works » 

toward the achievement of a definite purpose he has prospered in his undertak- 

ings, and is numbered among the substantial and capable agriculturists of the 
community. 

In the autumn of 1892, Mr. Sixel was married to Miss Augusta Sixel, a 
daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Kurtz) Sixel, well known farming people 

of this county, and to them have been born three children, Viola, Richard and 

Elmer. 
The family affiliate with the German Evangelical church of Mosel town- 

ship. Mr. Sixel is public-spirited in matters of citizenship, and takes an active in- 
terest in all affairs pertaining to the welfare or progress of the community, as 

was substantially evidenced by his term of service as supervisor of the township, 
the duties of which office he discharged with efficiency and to the general satis- 

faction of his townsmen. 

WILLIAM J. NUSS. 

William J. Nuss, secretary of the Pantzer Lumber Company and also of the 

Port Washington Lumber Company, is a representative young business man 

of Sheboygan. He was born in the city of Milwaukee, this state, on the roth 
of July, 1880, and is a son of John and Christina (Lemmenness) Nuss. The 
father was born and reared in Germany and there he also learned cabinet-mak- 

ing. In 1852, he emigrated to the United States, locating in the state of New 

York, where for several years he followed his trade. From there he came to 

Wisconsin, first settling at Sheboygan. Later he went to Milwaukee and in 1882 

together with his wife and family he removed to Sheboygan. Mr. Nuss was 

living in Janesville when the Civil war opened and in the early days of the conflict 

he responded to the country’s call for troops by enlisting as a private in Company 

- F, Thirty-third Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, remaining in the service for four 
years. Mrs. Nuss, the mother of our subject, was a native of Holland, whence 

she came to America during her early years. 

William J. Nuss was only a child of two years when he accompanied his 

parents on their removal to Sheboygan, and here he has ever since made his 

home. He pursued his education in the Catholic parochial schools until he had 

attained the age of twelve years, and then laid aside his text-books and became a 

wage earner. He began his business career as an errand boy in the employ of the 

Garton Toy Company, and as he was a bright, earnest lad, who executed to the 

best of his ability any task he was assigned, at the expiration of two years he was 

promoted to a more responsible position in the office. This proved to be an 

incentive to yet greater effort on his part, and he not only applied himself to a 

thorough mastery of his particular duties but to acquiring an intelligent under-
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standing of every detail of the business generally. His diligence was rewarded 
with promotion and in 1900, at the age of twenty years, he was placed on the road 
as traveling salesman, his territory embracing the central states. He developed 
rapidly under the experience of his new position and through his efficiency won 
the recognition of local business houses, and was pronounced a most promising 

young man. Late in the year 1902, he resigned his position and on the Ist of 
January, 1903, became identified with the Pantzer-Morris Company. When this 
enterprise was incorporated two years later, under the name of the Pantzer 
Lumber Company, he was taken into the firm as secretary, E. E. Pantzer being 

president and C. M. Pantzer, vice president. In addition to his interest in this 
corporation, Mr. Nuss is also a stockholder and secretary of the Port Washing- 
ton Lumber Company. 

On the 14th of June, 1904, Mr. Nuss was married to Miss Frances A. Fess- 

ler, a daughter of Anton and Augusta Fessler, natives of Germany. The father 
is now engaged in the retail grocery business in this city. Three children have 

been born to Mr. and Mrs. Nuss: William J., Jr., who is deceased; Cecelia; and 

Elizabeth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nuss are communicants of the Roman Catholic church, and 
he is Grand Knight of the local order of the Knights of Columbus and district 

deputy. He is likewise a member of the Protective Benevolent Order of Elks, 
and was exalted ruler of this fraternity in 1910. His connection with organiza- 

tions of a more purely social nature is confined to his membership in the Sheboy- 

gan Country Club. Mr. Nuss readily impresses all with whom he comes in con- 

tact as a man of inexhaustible energy, and to this quality as well as his close 

concentration and persistency of purpose must be attributed the success that has 

attended his efforts. 

AUGUST SCHAEFERKORT. 

August Schaeferkort who engages in general agricultural pursuits in Rhine 

: township, is a native of Sheboygan county, his birth having occurred on the 

farm where he is now living, on the 26th of June, 1855. He is a son of Her- 

man Schaeferkort, who was born in Germany on May 1, 1825, and there passed 

the first twenty-nine years of his life. In 1854 he decided to become a citizen 
of the United States, Wisconsin being his destination. He located in Rhine 
township where he reared his family, consisting of one son and six daughters. 
He was not only one of the enterprising farmers of his community but he took 

an active interest in all public affairs, particularly those of a political nature, and 

served as treasurer of the township for two terms, while he was a member of 
the town board for eight years. Mr. Schaeferkort lived to attain the venerable 
age of eighty-one years, his death occurring on the 28th of November, 1900. 

He was a member of the Evangelical church. 
The only son of his parents, August Schaeferkort was reared at home and 

educated in the common schools. He early began to assist his father with the 
work of the farm and by the time he had attained his maturity was a skilled 
agriculturist, being thoroughly familiar with the practical methods of tilling the
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fields and caring for the crops. His entire life has been passed on the old 
homestead, which he inherited upon the death of his father, and here he en- 
gages in general farming and stock-raising, and has met with a fair measure of 
success in the direction of his undertakings. 

On the 1st of January, 1881, Mr. Schaeferkort was married to Miss Hen- 
rietta Uhl, a daughter of Jacob Uhl, a native of Germany, who emigrated to 
America and located in Rhine township during the pioneer days. He always 
devoted his energies to farming and was a member of the Evangelical church. 
His family numbered eight, six sons and two daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Schae- 
ferkort have three children: Herman, who is twenty-seven years of age, living 
at home; Anna, who is twenty-four, the wife of Henry Becker of Kiel, Wiscon- 
sin; and Clara, who is eighteen, also at home. 

The family are members of the Evangelical church, and for two years he 
served on the town board. He is one of the diligent and capable farmers of 
Rhine township, where he enjoys a wide and favorable acquaintance. 

HENRY F. DETTMAN. 

Prominent among the many sterling citizens of German lineage whese 
sturdy national qualities of industry, intelligence and capacity for working 
against overwhelming obstacles have contributed so largely to the prosperity 
and success of Sheboygan county, is Henry F. Dettman, now engaged in gen- 
eral farming in this district. His father, Carl Dettman, was born in Germany, 
April 1, 1828, and worked on a farm in that country until he came to America 
in 1862. He settled immediately in Ozaukee county, Wisconsin, where he 
worked at farming in the employ of others until 1864, when he acquired pos- 
session by purchase of about forty acres near the town of Scott, which he 

farmed until, on account of poor health, he turned the farm over to his eldest 

son. The father for a time lived in Batavia, where he remained until the 

death of his wife, on January 8, 1869, when he returned to make his home with 
his eldest son. Henry Dettman’s mother was Johanna Turow, also a native of 

. Germany, born in that country in 1826 and married there. She came to Amer- 
ica with her husband and one child, the elder brother of the subject of this 
sketch. To Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dettman seven children were born: August, 
now a prominent farmer of Sheboygan county; Alvina, who died at the age of 
fifteen years; Bertha, the wife of Joe Counsell, of Wisconsin; Christina, de- 

ceased, who was the wife of William Gerhardt; William, a citizen of Milwau- 

kee, Wisconsin; Jacob, who died in infancy; and Henry, the subject of this 
Teview. } 

The last named was born in Scott township, Sheboygan county, and was 
educated in the public schools of that district. His early life was spent upon 
his father’s farm until the age of fifteen years, when he hired himself out to 
the neighboring farmers and dairymen by the month. His qualities of in- 
dustry, frugality and thrift enabled him in 1890 to purchase the home. farm 
upon which his elder brother then was residing and the forty acres of farm 
land which surrounded it, but two years later he sold the land and the house and 

bought his present place of eighty acres in the same district, which he had
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previously rented. He engages in general farming but makes a specialty of 
his dairy, keeping eighteen head of graded Holstein cattle. He keeps it scrupu- 
lously clean and gives personal superintendence to all the work which goes on 
on his farm and in his dairy. He has been successful in the line of work in which 
he has been engaged during his whole active life and now in the prime of his 
career has attained a degree of prosperity which is well merited by his indus- 
try and ability. 

In 1892 Henry Dettman was united in marriage with Mary Liebenstein, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Liebenstein, natives of Germany, who came 
to this country at an early day. They became the parents of five children: 
Arnold, born in 1893, now living at home; Elda, whose birth occurred in March, 
1895; Laren, who is in his thirteenth year; Edna, aged twelve; and Wilma, the 

youngest daughter, born in December, 1903. Henry Dettman is interested in 
the political affairs of his locality and votes the republican ticket on national is- 
sues, being a consistent and loyal member of that party. He and his family 
are devoted members of the Evangelical Lutheran church of Batavia, Wiscon- 

sin, and his religion is a vital and active force, leavening his honorable and 

worthy life. 

JOHN VAN DER VAART. 

John Van Der Vaart, starting at the age of twelve years as a common laborer 

at all classes of work within range of his ability, has steadily climbed the ladder 

of prosperity, having established himself in a permanent and lucrative business 

of which he is the sole owner and proprietor. He is the president of the Ma- 

jestic Theatre Stock Company, and is also identified with other business inter- 

ests in Sheboygan. His birth occurred in Oconto, Wisconsin, on the 4th of Sep- 

tember, 1869, his parents being Frank and Josephine (Van Litt) Van Der Vaart, 
both natives of The Netherlands. The father was by trade and occupation a 

i cabinet-maker. He emigrated to America in 1862 and settled in Little Chute, 

Brown county, Wisconsin, where he found ample opportunity for the exercise of 
his knowledge and ability as a cabinet-maker. At one time he also owned and: 

operated a store at De Pere, Wisconsin. This he sold and moved to Oconto, 

where he remained until 1870. In that year he removed to Hollantown, Brown 

county, from which place he returned to De Pere, afterward living in Green Bay. 

He later moved to Duck Creek, at which place he suffered the loss by fire of his 
house and much of his personal property. He then removed to Rosetree in the 
eastern part of Brown county. Here he purchased a farm and also a general 
merchandising establishment. He disposed of his property in Rosetree after a 

residence there of two years, and moved to Algoma, where he became the man- 

ager of an elevator. At the same time he was interested in the grain business. 
In August, 1882, he came to Sheboygan and here spent the remainder of his 
life, passing away in 1911 at the age of eighty-three years. He was married to 
Josephine Van Litt in The Netherlands, their native country. Mrs, Van Der 
Vaart died at their home in Sheboygan in January, 1902, when seventy-four 

years of age. Seven children were born to them.
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John Van Der Vaart, the youngest of his father’s family, was educated in 
the common schools and at the age of twelve years he started on the road to 
business prosperity, working at such employment as he found close at hand, and 
continued as a day laborer at various kinds of work until 1892. During this 

year he obtained a position in the life saving service under Captain Nequette, 
who was in charge of the station at Sheboygan, and in this vocation he remained 
for ten consecutive years. Frugal and industrious with an ambition to own his 
own business, he found himself at the close of his service in the government 
employ possessed of sufficient means with which to purchase a billiard hall on 
North Eighth street in Sheboygan. This business proved to be a fortunate in- 
vestment and for four years was carefully managed by Mr. Van Der Vaart with 
satisfactory profits for his time and attention. In 1905 he entered into co- 
partnership with Louis Silvers, a partnership which continued until 1908. At 

one time Mr. Van Der Vaart owned a theatre and restaurant property in Chip- 

pewa Falls, Wisconsin, which he conducted for a period of one year only. This 

business he sold in 1908 and purchased the property in which he is now located in 

Sheboygan, having bought the land from T. M. Blackstock. He is also the 

owner of a half interest in the fishing tug, Charles Auger, and he is the pres- 
ident of the Majestic Theatre Stock Company of Sheboygan. 

In 1896 Mr. Van Der Vaart was married to Miss Emma Groh, a daughter of 
Ole Groh, of Sheboygan. Three children were born to this union, two of whom 
are deceased. George, the remaining child of the family, lives with his father. 
The mother died at her home in 1902. On the 2oth of February, 1911, Mr. Van 
Der Vaart was again married, his second union being with Miss Rosetta Groh, 

a half sister of his first wife. Fraternally Mr. Van Der Vaart is identified with 

the Eagles of Sheboygan. He is a man of great business energy, well known 
in the city of Sheboygan, having a reputation for honesty and good citizenship. 

CHARLES MARTCH. 

The history of the settlement of America is a record of hard work and 

unconquering determination. In the upbuilding of no section of this country 

is this more true than in the progress and development of Sheboygan county 
and its outlying districts. The owners of the large and well cultivated farms 
which make the country prosperous are to a great extent the sons of hardy 

pioneers who wrested the land from the wilderness. Charles Martch is promi- 

nent among men of this class and a prosperous farmer of Scott township, She- 
boygan county, Wisconsin. He was born November 13, 1867, in the district in 
which he is now living. His father was Peter Martch, who was born in Ger- 
many in 1845 and died in America in 1908. His mother was Frederika (Haag) 

Martch, of German lineage, but American birth, who was born August 24, 1845, 

and was a daughter of one of the early settlers of Ohio. Phillip Haag left for 

Wisconsin in 1850. The grandfather of the subject of this review, Conrad 

Martch, was the first of the name to come to America, landing in this country 

in 1853 and locating almost immediately in Scott township, section No. 1, where 

he bought one hundred and sixty acres of timber land which he cleared and 
Vol. 1-87



700 HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

cultivated. The little log cabin in which he began his life in the new country 
is still standing. To him were born five children: Katharine, who is now Re 
wife of Peter Riedelberger, of Chicago, Illinois; Peter, the father of the sub- 
ject of this sketch; Elizabeth, who married Charles Goehring, of Silver Creek, 
Wisconsin, whose sketch appears on another page of this work; Christina, the 
wife of Louis Illian, a prominent farmer of Scott township; and Mary, who 
married Robert Muehlberg of Port Washington, Wisconsin. 

Peter Martch, the father of the subject of this review, was only eight 
years of age when he came to America with his father. He grew up on the 
farm which his father bought and helped in the clearing of the timber, Al- 
though a mere child of fifteen years when the Civil war broke out he promptly 
enlisted in Company E, Thirty-Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. He was 
wounded in the battle of the Wilderness, was taken prisoner and spent several 
months in the famous Libby Prison. At the close of the war he returned to 
Scott township and spent some years on a farm of eighty acres which he had 
bought on section No. 1. The land was entirely unimproved and covered with 
timber which he was obliged to clear before he was able to put it under culti- | 
vation. He built several log buildings in one of which he resided for a long | 
time, improved the place extensively, added eighty acres to his holdings and | 
in 1896 sold the farm to his son and retired from active business, moving al- 
most immediately to Milwaukee where he died in 1908. His wife was Fred- 
erika Haag, by whom he had nine children: Louisa, who is now living in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin; Mary, the wife of Fred Wedermann, also residing in 

Milwaukee; Charles, the subject of this review; Elizabeth, who married Frank 

Balk, of Juneau county, Wisconsin; Caroline, who resides in Milwaukee; An- 

geline, the wife of Edward Fallson, a prominent business man of Milwaukee; 
Minnie and Fred, both of whom are residents of Milwaukee; and Annie, the 

deceased wife of Frank Kahn, of Cedar Lake, Wisconsin. 

Charles Martch was educated in the public schools of Sheboygan county 
and grew up on his father’s farm, gaining a knowledge of the details of the life 
and a love for its many branches which are valuable aids to him in his present 
agricultural occupation. He bought the home farm from his father in 1896 
and has since made it his home. He has made his dairy the most prominent 
branch of his business and the personal attention and skill which he has brought 
to its management have increased its efficiency and outlook with each year. 
It is well stocked with Durham and Polled Angus graded cattle, in which he 
takes a great pride. The raising of cattle for the markets is also a prominent 
feature of his’ farming, and this branch of industry has added materially to his 
means since he became owner of the paternal homestead and the acres adjoining 

it. He has improved and modernized the farm with new buildings. He erected 
a beautiful home a few years ago in which he is now living and at the same 
time added a barn and a concrete double silo which was a great help to his 
dairy facilities. 

On December 18, 1900, Mr. Martch was united in marriage to Miss Min- 
nie Backhaus, a daughter of Frederick and Gusta Backhaus, both prominent 
pioneer settlers of Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Martch 
are the parents of four children: Clara, Freda, Arthur and Selma, and the en- 

tire family are devoted members of the Evangelical church of Batavia, Wiscon-
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sin. The beautiful home in which they now live stands in the center of two 
hundred acres of splendidly improved and well cultivated land. The past suc- 
cess and the present prosperity of Charles Martch were the natural results of 
his hard work, keen discrimination and dominating mind. 

CLEMENS REISS. 

Though more than sixteen years have passed since Clemens Reiss was called 
to his final rest, he is still remembered in Sheboygan as a respected and influential 
citizen and one who held:a prominent position in business circles as the president 

of The C. Reiss Coal Company, which he founded almost a third of a century ago. 

He passed away on the rst of June, 1896, when in the sixty-first year of his age, 
his birth having occurred on the 7th of November, 1835, at Croev, on the river 

Mosel, in Germany. He attended the schools of the fatherland in his childhood 
and early youth and when a young man of twenty years crossed the Atlantic to 
the United States, coming direct to Wisconsin, but remained at Chicago for a few 
months when he took cholera, during the great epidemic at that time. For one 
year he worked at Two Rivers, this state, and in 1856 came to Sheboygan, being 

here employed for a similar period in the bakery of John Mallmann, the father of 
James Mallmann. He spent the winter of 1857 in the pine woods of Michigan and 

in 1858 began work for Beekman Cole in a flour mill at Pigeon River. In 1860, 
having by dint of thrift and industry saved sufficient capital from his earnings, he 
purchased an interest in the mill. Two years later he bought a boarding house at 
the corner of Indiana avenue and Eighth street, where he resided for five years and 

then sold the property. He subsequently bought a home on Niagara avenue and 

was employed by the Merchants Association as a purchaser of wheat and grain. In 

1880 he founded a coal business under the name of Clemens Reiss & Company, 
and eight years later, in April, 1888, The C. Reiss Coal Company was incorpor- 
ated with a capital stock of forty thousand dollars, by Clemens Reiss, Fritz 
Karste, Christian Eckhardt and Peter Reiss. The officers were as follows: 

Clemens Reiss, president ; Christian Eckhardt, vice president ; Fritz Karste, treas- 

urer; Peter Reiss, secretary. In April, 1893, the capital stock was increased 

to one hundred thousand dollars, in May, 1895, to two hundred thousand 

dollars and in August, 1902, to eight hundred thousand dollars. At the 

head of this important industry Clemens Reiss displayed excellent executive 
ability and keen discernment, conducting his business in a mafner that insured 
its continued growth and success. His interests in this connection grew so 

rapidly that they demanded his entire attention, and during the remainder of his 
life he was widely recognized as a prominent factor in business circles of She- 
boygan. . 

On the roth of May, 1864, at Sheboygan, Mr. Reiss was united in marriage 

to Miss Anna Maria Mallmann, who was born June 10, 1845, at Halsebach, near 
Boppard on the Rhine. She came to Sheboygan, Wisconsin, with her parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Mallmann. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Reiss were born twelve chil- 
dren. Annie, whose birth occurred on the 28th of March, 1865, gave her hand 

in marriage to Peter Neuses on the 25th of September, 1894, and lived in Janes-
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ville until called to her final rest on the 11th of September, 1902. Peter, whose 
natal day was January 17, 1867, wedded Miss Mattie Pape on the 21st of No- 
vember, 1893. Edmund was born on the 14th of March, 1869, and died on the 
23d of July, 1892. Regina was born on the 1st of April, 1871. Jacob L., whose 
birth occurred March 20, 1873, wedded Miss Mary Detmer on the 5th of August, 
1896. John Peter, whose natal day was May 15, 1875, married Miss Charlotte 
Buchanan on the 16th of September, 1902. Jennie, who was born on the 3oth 
of October, 1877, gave her hand in marriage to Otto Ballschmider on the 17th 
of January, 1905. Josephine Reiss was born on the 12th of April, 1880, and the 
next in order of birth is Richard, born November 28, 1882. William, whose 
natal day was November 28, 1884, married Miss Rhoda Rietow on the Ist 
of September, 1909. Clemens, whose birth occurred August 16, 1887, was united 
in marriage to Miss Cecelia Connor on the 14th of September, IgiI. Otto Reiss 
was born on the 23d of July, r891._ There are now fourteen grandchildren. 

Mr. Reiss exercised his right of franchise in support of the men and meas- 
ures of the democracy but found no time for political activity. He was a Catho- 
lic in religious faith and a devout communicant of Holy Name church. His up- 
right and honorable life won him the respect and esteem of those with whom he 
was associated, and his name has not been forgotten nor his memory ceased to be 
honored in the city which was his home. His record is a splendid illustration of 
the power of energy and perseverance in the attainment of success, for, coming 
to the new world empty handed, he worked his way steadily upward to a posi- 
tion of prominence and prosperity. 

PETER REISS. 

Peter Reiss, a son of Clemens Reiss, deceased, well deserves a place in this 

volume as one of the representative and successful citizens of Sheboygan county, 

being a leading factor in business circles of Sheboygan as the president of The 
-  C. Reiss Coal Company, and the Wisconsin Transportation Company. His birth 

occurred in Sheboygan on the 17th of January, 1867, and his education was ob- 
tained at the Holy Name Catholic school here. When a youth of thirteen he put 
aside his text-books and entered the grocery store of Herman Herbst, receiving 
a dollar a week for his services. Subsequently he was employed in the German 
Bank for two years and on the expiration of that period began assisting his 
father in the conduct of the coal business which the latter was carrying on under 
the name of Clemens Reiss & Company. At the time of the incorporation of The 
C. Reiss Coal Company in 1888, he was made secretary, and in June, 
1896, following his father’s demise, he was elected vice president. In 

1902 he was chosen president of the concern, and in this capacity has ably di- 

rected its interests to the present time. As above stated, The C. Reiss Coal Com- 
pany owns docks at Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Green Bay, Superior, Escanaba and 

Ashland, and conducts a wholesale and retail business embracing the entire north- 
west. Peter Reiss has likewise acted as chief executive officer of the Wisconsin 
Transportation Company since its organization. The steamer “Peter Reiss” and 
the tug “Peter Reiss” bears his name. His business record is one of which he has
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every reason to be proud, as it chronicles his advancement from a humble position 
in the commercial world to one of prominence and success. He has traveled ex- 
tensively in America and abroad and has thus gained a thorough knowledge of 
various regions. 

On the 21st of November, 1893, in Sheboygan, Mr. Reiss was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Mattie Pape, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Pape, who have 
resided in this city for many years and an extended sketch of whom appears else- 
where in this work. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Reiss have two daughters, Carita and 
Gertrude. The mother is prominent in charitable, musical and social circles of 
Sheboygan. 

In politics Mr. Reiss is a stanch republican, but his time and energies are 
entirely demanded by his business interests and he has therefore taken no active 
part in public affairs. Fraternally he is identified with the Knights of Columbus 
‘and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, while his religious faith is in- 
dicated by his membership in the Holy Name Catholic church. He also belongs 
to the Union League Club of Chicago. He has remained a resident of Sheboy- 
gan from his birth to the present time and has won many warm friends in the city. 

His business record is an interesting and creditable one. It is true that he entered 

upon a business already established, but in enlarging and controlling this many 
a man of less resolute spirit would have failed. His record proves, too, that 

success is not a matter of genius, as held by some, but is rather the outcome of 

sound judgment, experience and indefatigable energy. 

JOHN P. REISS. 

John P. Reiss, whose position in business circles is established in the fact that 
he is the vice president of The C. Reiss Coal Company and secretary, treasurer 

and general manager of the Wisconsin Transportation Company, two of the most 

important business concerns in Sheboygan, has in his active connection with these 

business interests demonstrated his capability to handle important commercial 
projects and to successfully solve involved and complex business problems. He 
was born in Sheboygan, May 15, 1875, and is a son of Clemens Reiss. Reared 
in his native city he pursued a public-school education here and from early man- 

hood has been identified with The C. Reiss Coal Company. He entered into active 
relations with that business twenty years ago and has advanced through intermedi- 

ate positions to the vice presidency of the company, which is now capitalized 

for eight hundred thousand dollars. They have docks at Manitowoc, Green Bay, 
Escanaba, Ashland and Superior, Wisconsin, and the home offices are at Sheboy- 

gan. They are doing a wholesale business in coal, and their volume of trade is an- 
nually represented by a large figure. Mr. Reiss has also been secretary and treas- 

urer of the Wisconsin Transportation Company since its organization in 1904. It 

is capitalized for four hundred thousand dollars and is a separate organization from 
The C. Reiss Coal Company. Peter Reiss, however, is president of both organiza- 
tions and William A. Reiss is the secretary of The C. Reiss Coal Company, while 
W. B. Gueinzius, of Green Bay, is vice president of the transportation company. 
This company owns three large freight boats—the America, the Brazil, and the
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John P. Reiss. The C. Reiss Coal Company is the largest industrial concern of 
Sheboygan and the Wisconsin Transportation Company is also one of the most 
important concerns operating not only at this point but along the lake. The in- 

tense and intelligently directed activity of John P. Reiss has constituted a feature 
in the success of both undertakings. 

JOSEPH HERR. 

Joseph Herr, the senior member of the livery firm of Herr & Braun, of She- 
boygan, was born in Meeme, Manitowoc county, September 24, 1878, a son of 
Andrew and Mary (Deihn) Herr. The father gave his life’s attention to ag- 

ricultural pursuits in which he was successful. Both parents are now deceased. 

Joseph Herr received his education in the district school near his father’s 
farm and in 1895 came to Sheboygan and engaged in the livery business. This 

he conducted on his own account for three years, when he took into partner- 

ship with him Albert Braun, who is still a member of the firm, which is known 

as Herr & Braun. The concern has a fine livery barn situated at 912-914 South 

Fifteenth street, where they do a good business which has grown steadily from 

its inception. 

In November, 1902, Mr. Herr was married to Miss Zimbal, a daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zimbal, and to this union three children have been born, 

all of whom are living at home and attending school, Cora, Elmer and Mabel. 

Mr. Herr and his family are members of the Catholic church, in which they 

are prominent and take an active part. Having given close attention to the liv- 

ery business, in which Mr. Herr has all his life been engaged, he has become 
very able in its management and conduct and is noted for his promptness in 
giving attention to orders placed with the firm and in all of his dealings with 

his customers. Affable and accommodating, he has become popular among the 

large number of patrons of the firm, As a citizen he is enterprising and pub- 
lic-spirited and has long since been recognized as a valuable man in his home 

city. 

ALBERT BRAUN. 

The junior member of the firm of Herr & Braun is Albert Braun, who was 

born in this city, November 24, 1873, a son of Mr. and Mrs. John Braun, both 
parents being natives of Germany. They were married in the fatherland in 

1865 and emigrated to the new world two years later, settling in Sheboygan 
City. The father became connected with the brewing business, an enterprise 

which he followed until the time of his retirement. 
Albert Braun received his education in the schools of Sheboygan and on 

arriving at years of maturity engaged in farming, a business which he followed 
for ten years. In 1898 he entered into partnership with Joseph Herr, purchas- 

ing a half interest in the present business, and has since been connected with 

the firm which is known as Herr & Braun.
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Mr. Braun chose as his life helpmate and companion Miss Julia Landgraf, 
a daughter of Michael and Helen (Vedder) Landgraf. To this union were 
born five children, Irene, Raymond, Theckla, Edmund and Julia. Mr. Braun is 
a member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles and St. Peter Claver’s Society, be- 
ing an active and enthusiastic member of those organizations. Through Mr. 
Braun’s connection with the livery which he and his partner are conducting the 
business has been materially strengthened and broadened in its scope and sys- 
tem. He is an enthusiastic worker, devoting his undivided attention to the 
matters in which the firm is interested, and he shows a marked aptitude to his ; 
present work. He is genial and cordial in his intercourse with customers and 
with the public in general, thereby materially enhancing the popularity of the 
well known livery with which he is connected. Mr. Braun is aiding to the 
extent of his ability in advancing the interests of his native city, and takes a 
commendable interest in all civic affairs. 

HENRY C. HEIDEN. 

Early recognition of the fact that diligence and determination are indispensa- 
ble elements of success has enabled Henry C. Heiden to so direct his labors and 

use his time that he is now classed with the representative and successful as well 
as active business men of Sheboygan. He is now engaged in house moving and is 

also identified with financial circles here as a stockholder of the Citizens State Bank 
of Sheboygan. He was born in this county on December 1, 1861. His father, Hart- 

wig Heiden, was born in the grand duchy of Mecklenburg-Schwerin Germany, Jan- 

uary 18, 1831, and in his boyhood was brought to America by his parents, Henry 

and Elizabeth (Schramm) Heiden, who made their way directly to Wilson town- 
ship, Sheboygan county, where Henry Heiden continued to engage in farming 

throughout the remainder of his days. Hartwig Heiden was reader to agricultural 

pursuits and early became familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and car- 

ing for the crops. On starting out in life for himself he decided to engage in the 
occupation in which he had been reared, and was continuously connected with 

farming enterprises until 1894, when he put aside the work of the fields and 
came to Sheboygan, where the remainder of his life was passed. He had served 

as a soldier in the Civil war, having enlisted in Company K, Fiftieth Regiment 
of Wisconsin Infantry in 1865. He continued with that command until honor- 

ably discharged at the close of hostilities. He then resumed farming, which he 

continued to follow in this county until four years prior to his death, that period 
being spent in honorable rest and retirement in Sheboygan. His wife survived 
him for a few years, passing away in 1903. She bore the maiden name of Louise 

Jorges and was reared in Saxony, Germany, whence she came with her parents 

to the new world, the family home being established in Wilson township, this 
county. By her marriage Mrs. Heiden became the mother of one daughter and 
three sons, who are yet living: Louisa, now the wife of William Keoppe, of She- 
boygan Falls; Ferdinand, who is living in Chicago; and Fred, a resident of West 

Park, Illinois.
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The other member of the family is Henry C. Heiden, who spent his youthful 
days on the home farm and divided his time between the work of the fields, the 
duties of the schoolroom and the pleasures of the play ground. He afterward 
began learning the carpenter’s trade and at the age of eighteen years came to 
Sheboygan, where he was employed in various ways through the winter months, 

while the summer seasons were devoted to farm labor until he reached the age of 
twenty-two years. He then engaged in fishing and later he again worked at car- 
pentering. He is now connected with general house moving and does this difficult 
work in a most capable manner, thoroughly understanding the scientific phases of 
the business as well as its practical side. : 

In 1887 Mr. Heiden was married to Miss Sarah Van Akkeren, who was born Sep- 

tember 21, 1866, in Wilson township, Sheboygan county, a daughter of Abraham 
_and Elizabeth (Pattest) Van Akkeren, both of whom are still living. Mr. and 
Mrs. Heiden have become parents of three children: Hartwig H., twenty-four 

years of age, a graduate of Lawrence College of Appleton; Abraham, who is 

twenty-two years of age and is a graduate of the Stout Manual Training School 

of Menominee, Wisconsin; and Eleanor Lester, thirteen years of age. The par- 

ents are active and helpful members of the Methodist church and Mrs. Heiden 

belongs to the Ladies’ Aid Society and is serving as steward of the church and 

as teacher in the Sunday school. For many years she was president of the 

Ladies’ Aid Society and has been a most earnest and untiring worker in behalf of 
the church and its activities. Mr. Heiden belongs to the Odd Fellows Society, the 
Modern Woodmen of America, the Fraternal Reserve, all of Sheboygan, and the 

Equitable Fraternal Union of Oshkosh. He is interested in all that pertains to the 

welfare and progress of the county in which the family has lived from pioneer 
times, having come by way of the lakes to this city. The old log cabin in which he 

was born and which was built by his father is still standing, one of the landmarks of 
the district. Great changes have occurred since that day and Henry C. Heiden is 
largely familiar with the history of development and progress here. He has ever 
given his influence on the side of the material, intellectual and moral welfare of 
his community and is justly accounted one of its representative and valued citizens. 

ROBERT RIETZ. 

Robert Rietz has been the superintendent of the finishing department of the 

Northern Furniture Company since 1883 and the superintendent of the ship- 

ping department of the concern since 1906. Having been long engaged in the 
furniture business he is a man possessing a perfect understanding of his business 
and an accomplished and efficient superintendent of the departments over which 
he has control. He was born in Sheboygan, June 18, 1860, and is the son of 
Rudolph and Minnie Rietz. The family is of German extraction, having emi- 

grated to this country from Germany in the year 1850. Rudolph Rietz removed 

from Memphis, Tennessee, to Sheboygan in 1859, and has the unique distinction 
of being the first to establish a planing, hub and spoke factory in that city under 

the firm name of Rietz & Mueller. This establishment continued to do a suc- 
cessful business for many years after its founding, but later was destroyed by
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fire in the year 1871. Mr. Rietz passed out of this life in Sheboygan in the year 
1888 and was buried on the family lot in Wildwood cemetery. His widow re- 
sides at their home in the city of Sheboygan. 

Robert Rietz was reared in his father’s home and received his early educa- 
tion in the public schools of Sheboygan and later completed a full course in the 
Sheboygan Business College. Immediately upon finishing his common-school 
course he became a painter, following that occupation for a number of years. 
He later became an employe of the Phoenix Chair Company for two years and, 
for the purpose of perfecting himself in the knowledge of the manufacture of 
chairs he spent one year in the city of Chicago after which he returned to She- 
boygan and became an employe of the present concern with whom he has con- 
tinued without interruption for the past twenty-nine years. 

Mr. Rietz was united in marriage in this city on January 10, 1887, to Miss 
Katherine Bahler. Mr. Rietz is independent in his political affiliations and is a 
member of the Christian church of Sheboygan. He is one of the trusted and 
efficient employes of the Northern Furniture Company of Sheboygan and a 
man universally respected for his integrity of character and his industrious and 
thrifty habits in life. He owns a beautiful residence at No. 617 Wisconsin ave- 
nue, in which they now reside. 

GEORGE SPRATT. 

Honors and success have come to George Spratt, the former through his con- 
nection with the Grand Army of the Republic and the latter through his careful 
management and development of business interests. He is today state com- 

mander of that organization, which is formed of the “boys in blue” who de- 

fended the Union in the darkest hour of our country’s history, and the position 
coming to him unsolicited is 4 merited recognition of his loyalty to the organiza- 
tion and to the country. In business circles, too, he has gained an enviable 

place, enterprise and industry constituting the foundation upon which he has 

builded his prosperity, being now sole owner of an extensive chair manufactur- 
ing enterprise in Sheboygan. He was born in Boston, England, January 30, 

1844, and was a son of Luke Spratt, who was also of English birth and spent his 

early life in the mother country, where he became familiar with the different 
phases of farming. In 1851 he brought his family, consisting of wife and four 

children, to the new world and settled in Sheboygan county. Here he resumed 

agricultural pursuits and in pioneer times drove a yoke of oxen from his farm 

to the city of Sheboygan when he was transporting his produce to market or 
when he needed supplies for the home. His death occurred in 1873. 

George Spratt was a lad of seven years when, in June, 1851, he came with 
his parents to Wisconsin. The same fall he worked for Major Mead, picking 
up potatoes, and thus he earned the money with which to purchase his own 
school-books. His educational opportunities were somewhat limited, for he 

could attend only through the winter months, his labors being needed on the farm 
in the summer seasons. In his youthful days he also learned the carpenter’s 

trade and in 1864 he enlisted as a soldier of the Union army. Several times prior
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to this he had attempted to join the army but was rejected on account of his 
youth. When he enlisted he was the youngest boy in his company, if not in 
the regiment, and he became a sergeant in Company F, Forty-eighth Wisconsin 
Infantry, with which he remained until the close of hostilities. His regiment 
during that time was stationed in Missouri and Arkansas and Mr, Spratt ex- 
perienced considerable active service. 

At the close of the war George Spratt returned to Sheboygan county and in 

the fall of 1871 he established his home in Sheboygan Falls, where he has since 

resided. He made his first business venture in the village, embarking in the 
hardware and agricultural implement business. In the meantime he had become 

known in industrial circles as a carpenter and contractor. His early identification 
with manufacturing interests began when he bought out the business of E. 

Quinlan and in company with George W. Arnold began the manufacture of hand 

rakes. Subsequently Mr. Arnold sold his interest to Mr. Quinlan but after a 
brief period Mr. Spratt became sole owner, purchasing his partner’s interest. 
In 1883 the flood washed away the rake factory and in 1884 the business was 
removed to Sheboygan, where in 1891 he began the manufacture of chairs, 

starting business on the site of his present plant. From the beginning the new 

undertaking prospered. Mr. Spratt has always been the leading spirit in the 
enterprise and in the course of time he bought out the interest of his partner 

so that he is now the sole proprietor. The trade has continued to grow year by 

year and the output is now extensive. Chairs of many varieties are manufactured, 

as is indicated by the fact that according to style, material and finish chairs sell 

at wholesale at from seven cents to eleven dollars each. The factory is pleas- 
antly situated on the lake front, having the advantages of economical shipping 

and giving the employes the benefit of pure air, light and sunshine. From the 
outset the business has grown steadily, so that it has been necessary to increase 
its facilities to meet the demands of the trade. He furnishes employment to a 

large force of workmen and is at the head of one of the most extensive productive 

industries of this part of the state. 

In 1868 Mr. Spratt was united in marriage to Miss Mary Nichols, and they 
had five children, only one of whom, Sarah Laura, is now living. 

In community affairs Mr. Spratt has always been deeply and helpfully in- 
terested and his labors have ever been counted upon to further movements for 

the general good. He has served on the village board and that he is a stalwart 

champion of the cause of education is indicated in his twelve years’ service as 
clerk of the school board. Higher official honors have also come to him in his 

election as representative to the state legislature, where he served for two terms. 

He is today the honored commander of the Wisconsin department of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. Ere his election to this office, when his candidacy was 

being talked of in the state, a local paper said: 

“All who served with Comrade Spratt in the army speak well of him and 
his loyalty to the stars and stripes ever since has been conspicuously manifest. 

He is a charter member of Jairus Richardson Post, No. 12, of this village and 
from the very start has been one of its most active and worthy members. He 

organized H. P. Davidson Post, No. 212, at Plymouth and A. O. Heald Post, 

No. 192, at Cascade. There are four G. A. R. posts in Sheboygan county, in 

good condition, and all have unanimously indorsed Comrade Spratt for depart- 

ment commander with appropriate resolutions. Comrade Spratt is also presi-
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dent of the Sheboygan County Soldiers Reunion Association, one of the largest 
and best attended of any in the state, and he has been reelected its president 

repeatedly for many years in succession. He has always helped all soldiers 
in various ways and has gone down in his own pocket when necessary 

and never complained even when imposed upon. He has rendered valuable 

assistance to the department of Wisconsin on committees and otherwise without 

any expense to the department. He visits the public schools and talks patriotism 

whenever opportunity will permit. He is a ready, effective and enthusiastic 
speaker who never fails to interest his audiences and withal he is a good story 

teller. No veteran of the Civil war has been more loyal or worked more dili- 
gently and conscientiously in the interests of the Grand Army and made greater 

effort to instill into the minds of the rising generation a spirit of loyalty and 
patriotism and respect for ‘Old Glory’ than has this same George Spratt, and 

if his comrades of the G. A. R. see fit to elect him department commander at 

the next encampment they will never regret it.” 

Following his election the Furniture Journal wrote: “The unanimous elec- 
tion at Antigo, Wisconsin, recently of Hon. George Spratt, of Sheboygan, head 

of the well known chair factory, to the high post of department commander of 

the Wisconsin Grand Army of the Republic is an honor to Sheboygan as well 

as to the man. An incident that followed immediately after the installation of 
Comrade Spratt to the office of department commander is worthy of special 
note. The Sheboygan delegation of the Woman’s Relief Corps, which was in 
session at the Woman’s Relief Corps headquarters in another part of the city, 

proceeded to the hall where the Grand Army of the Republic encampment was 
in session and requested admission, which was granted, whereupon they marched 

to the new commander’s desk and presented him with a handsome bouquet of 

flowers, amid the lusty cheers of the multitude of enthusiastic veterans there 
assembled. Such an incident never before occurred in the history of the de- 
partment of Wisconsin Grand Army of the Republic. It was the finest tribute 

ever paid to an incoming commander and Comrade Spratt is well worthy of the 

honor.” f 

All this is indicative of Mr. Spratt’s standing in the organization and as a 
citizen. He is esteemed wherever known and most highly where he is best known. 
He retains his residence in Sheboygan Falls, occupying the house which he 
erected there in 1869, but throughout the state he has a wide acquaintance and 
it is a‘recognized fact that he has contributed in a material degree to the upbuilding 

and progress of his home community and the state at large. 

ADOLPH STOKDYK. 

Holland township, Sheboygan county, was settled in the early times by 

many sturdy foreigners who made their first home in America in this section 

and named it after their mother country. They tilled the soil and developed the 
resources and their lives were distinguished by an unassuming but unremitting 

energy and perseverance. The virtues of the fathers have descended to the 
sons and find a worthy exemplification in the career of Adolph Stokdyk. He is
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now president of the Wisconsin Foundry & Steel Works of Cedar Grove, and 
his identification with this concern has been continuous since its organization. 

Mr. Stokdyk is a native son of Cedar Grove, his birth having occurred 
here on the 3d of October, 1857, his parents being Adolph and Annette (Pet- 
ers) Stokdyk. His father was born in Holland, in 1812, and spent his life 
until 1847 engaged in various occupations in that country. In the latter year 
he came to America and settled immediately in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where 

he remained for twelve months. At the expiration of that time he came to 
Sheboygan county and direct to Holland township where he joined a number 
of his countrymen in the cultivation of the soil. He followed farming until 
two years previous to his death when he retired from active life. He died in 
Holland township, on January 2, 1886, at the age of seventy-four, and his pass- 
ing deprived the section in which he resided of one of its early pioneer settlers 

and a representative and enterprising citizen. He had been connected with local 

politics for many years and had held various offices. He was clerk of Holland 

township and held this office continuously for twenty-seven years. He re- 

signed shortly before his death and the last two years of his life were spent in 
almost complete retirement. His wife also was born in The Netherlands, her 

natal year being 1816. She died in Wilson township in 1890 at the age of 

seventy-four and is buried in Cedar Grove. Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Stokdyk, 
the parents of our subject, had nine children, three of whom were born in Hol- 

land: Henry, who is now a farmer in Lyndon township; Wilhelmina, the de- 

ceased wife of Leonard Van der Yack; Peter, who resides in Sturgeon Bay; 
Alice, now deceased, who became the second wife of Leonard Van der Yack; 

John, who has also passed away; William, who is engaged in farming in Hol- 

land township; Fannie, the wife of John Pleyte of Milwaukee; Adolph, the 
subject of this sketch; and Annette, who married Henry Ramaker of Milwau- 

kee. 

Adolph Stokdyk received his early education in the district schools of Hol- 
land township. He remained at home and assisted his father in the labors in- 
cident to the tilling of the soil until he had attained his majority. He then 

rented a farm in the same section of the county and operated it successfully 

for two years. At the end of that time he took up the occupation of fishing and 
for twenty-eight years followed this line of activity with great success. His 
headquarters were established in New Amsterdam, Holland township, and he 

became known in that city and vicinity as a remarkably successful fisherman 

and a shrewd discriminating business man. He abandoned the fishing business 

in 1906 and retired for a short time, making his residence in Cedar Grove. 

His retirement, however, was not permanent. In February, 1911, he was 

elected president of the Wisconsin Foundry & Steel Works of Cedar Grove in 

which enterprise he had been a stockholder since its organization in 1901. He 

served as secretary for five years previous to his election as president and in 

the two offices he has held has distinguished himself by marked business ability 

and shrewd knowledge of commercial values. Under his presidency the en- 

terprise has grown in all its departments and has expanded along lines of mod- 

ern and progressive development. THis policy is one of strict adherence to 

business ethics and unwavering integrity and development in every legitimate 

channel. He has brought the enterprise with which he is identified to a grati-
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fying state of prosperity and has founded its success upon the firm basis of up- 
right and honest commercial morality. He has never entirely given up his con- 
nection with the fishing business but leaves its management to his two sons 
who have carried on his policy and made the business increasingly prosperous 
with every year. He is a stockholder and director in the Cedar Grove State 
Bank and his influence is felt in many lines of municipal activity. For seven 
years he was president of the village and his public life was distinguished by 

the same honorable qualities which marked his business career. 
On June 20, 1879, Mr. Stokdyk was united in marriage to Miss Sarah Jane 

Van Ouwerkirk, a daughter of Peter and Jennie (Schwichtman) Van Ouwer- 
kirk, well known residents of Holland township, both of whom are now de- 

ceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Stokdyk have been born two children, Adolph and 
James H., both of whom are engaged in the fishing industry in the interests 

of their father. 

Politically Mr, Stokdyk is a republican upon national issues but in local 

affairs his principles are independent. He has always been a prominent factor 

in this line of activity and the municipal development of Cedar Grove has prof- 

ited by his efficient and able conduct of the important public office which he 

held for seven years. The political, agricultural and business circles of Hol- 

land township have all developed and expanded to a greater degree by reason 

of Mr. Stokdyk’s energy and activity. His career has exemplified the sturdy 

and reliable virtues of an honest man and a representative citizen. 

ALFRED GRASSE. 

The field of commerce is limitless and its prizes are many. The ages have 

demonstrated the fact that energy and determination are the qualities which win 
success when guided by sound judgment, and with the recognition of this fact 

Alfred Grasse determined that he would gain a fair measure of prosperity 
through close application and energy. He is now dealing in oils, vinegars and 

barrels, starting in this business in 1899. He was then a young man of about 
nineteen years, his birth having occurred in Sheboygan, July 26, 1880, his parents 

being Charles and Sophia Grasse. The father came to this city from the prov- 

ince of Brandenburg, Prussia, in 1852, and engaged in business as a tank manu- 

facturer. He conducted a good cooperage establishment and dealt quite exten- 

sively in barrels. Later he became the agent for the Standard Oil Company. At 

the time of the Civil war, however, he put aside all business and personal con- 

siderations and volunteered for service in the Union army as a member of the 
Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry. He joined the army as a private and when 
honorably discharged at the close of the war was a corporal. His political alleg- 
iance was given to the republican party and he was one of its recognized leaders in 
this part of the state. His fellow townsmen, appreciative of his worth, ability and 

fidelity to duty, elected him supervisor and he also filled the position of school 
commissioner. He is now living retired in Sheboygan, his well earned rest being 

the fitting crown to a life of well directed industry. His wife, who passed 
away in 1903, was laid to rest in Wildwood cemetery.
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At the usual age Alfred Grasse began his education as a public-school stu- 

dent and passed through the consecutive grades until graduated from the high 

school with the class of 1900. Immediately afterward he joined his brother, 
Louis, in the conduct of their present business, the partnership being formed in 
1905. They handle large quantities of oils and vinegars and they also do an 

extensive business in handling empty barrels. 

Alfred Grasse resides with his father at No. 1121 South Fifteenth street. 
His political allegiance is given to the republican party and he has fraternal rela- 

tions with the Sons of Veterans. His religious belief is evidenced by his mem- 
bership in the German Lutheran church and these associations indicate much of 
the nature of his interests and the rules that govern his conduct. 

i H. A. ARPKE, V. S. 

The present popular and efficient superintendent of the Sheboygan County In- 

sane Asylum is Dr. H. A. Arpke, who was elected to that position March 1, 1910. 
He was born in Franklin township, Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, in 1868, a son 

of Simon and Fredricka (Marten) Arpke. The father was a native of Lippe- 

Detmold, Germany, who emigrated to the United States in 1848 and settled in 

Sheboygan county where he purchased a farm and cleared the land, which he 

tilled and brought under a good state of cultivation and upon which he lived 

until his death, which occurred in 1903, passing away in Franklin, his old 

homestead. 

Dr. Arpke was given a good common-school education in Sheboygan county 

and, being reared on his father’s farm, assisted him materially with his agricul- 

tural work until he attained his majority. Observing the necessity for competent 

veterinary surgeons and the opportunity afforded to men of that profession, at an 

early age he entered the Chicago Veterinary College, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1893. After his graduation he was for some time associated with Dr. 

Tasche and actively practiced his profession for a number of years. He also prac- 

ticed at Franklin for two years after which he settled in the city of Sheboygan 
where he continued his professional career until elected superintendent of the 
insane asylum. He has always taken an active interest in political matters, giving 
his allegiance to the republican party. He has been an alderman for two years, 

was sheriff of Sheboygan county and has been chairman of the county republican 

committee. His election to his present position occurred March 1, 1910, and 
the service which he has rendered to the county in his present capacity is with 

distinction to himself and entire satisfaction to his constituents and the county 

at large. 

Dr. Arpke was married in 1893 to Miss Alma Franz, also a native of She- 

boygan county. Her father, William Henry Franz, was a native of Saxony, 

Germany, and emigrated to this country while a young man. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 

Arpke have been born four children: Ella, in high school; Erna, also at- 

tending high school; and Raymond and Harold, twins. In his fraternal relations 

Dr. Arpke is a member of the Odd Fellows lodge, belonging to Evergreen En- 

campment, and is also identified with the Modern Woodmen of America, the 

Equitable Fraternal Union and the Fraternal Reserve Association.
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Dr. Arpke, who has proved himself a most efficient and satisfactory superin- 
tendent of the insane asylum, has been an active and valuable citizen of Sheboy- 

gan county since attaining his majority. In his professional career he was suc- 
cessful and in that connection was of great service in the city and county where 

he practiced. Always painstaking in everything that he undertook, he also gave 

good satisfaction in the various political positions which he held previous to his 
election to his present place of trust and has in a political way acquired a notable 

reputation. In his present duties, which are extremely arduous and require much 

skill, patience and diplomacy, he exhibits the same care and attention which have 

always characterized him both in professional and political life.. Genial in his 
nature and optimistic in his temperament, he has won the friendship of an un- 

usually large number of people in the county in which he was born and is held 

in high esteem by all who know him. He is among the best citizens of the 

community and has the respect not only of his political and personal friends 

but also of his political opponents who recognize his fitness for public office and 
the ability which has characterized him since attaining his majority. 

L..H. BULLOCK. 

L. H. Bullock is general superintendent of The C. Reiss Coal Company, 
which position he has held for the past eleven years. He was born at Beloit, 
Wisconsin, March 1, 1862, and is a son of Joseph P. and Ellen M. Bullock. The 

father, who was an inventor of harvesting machinery, was for many years con- 

nected with the Milwaukee Harvester Company. He passed away in Milwau- 

kee in 1886, at the age of forty-nine years and was laid to rest in the cemetery 
at Beloit. The family is of English extraction but for many years they have 
been residents of New England and Mr. Bullock was born in New Hampshire. 
He was brought to Wisconsin as a child, however, and thereafter made this 

state his home. He was survived by the mother, whose death occurred in Chi- 
cago in 1889 but she was also laid to rest in the cemetery at Beloit. 

L. H. Bullock was reared in Beloit and attended the public schools of that 

city in the acquirement of an education until he was a youth of fourteen. He 

was most desirous of seeing the country and for several years thereafter he 
traveled from place to place, supporting himself by following such occupations 

as he could find. The greater part of the time he was employed as a stationary 
engineer and later he worked on the railroad in various capacities. In 1886, 

he located in Milwaukee, where he had charge of the Sunday Creek Coal Com- 
pany, but he subsequently resigned this position and became superintendent 

» of H. M. Benjamin’s coal yard. He left Milwaukee and went to Chicago in 
1890 and for two years thereafter was in charge of the coal yard of The Inde- 
pendent Fuel Company. His next removal was to Toledo, Ohio, where he re- 

mained until 1894, and then took charge of the South Chicago dock of the Joy 
Morton Salt Company. At the expiration of that time he came to Sheboygan 
to take the superintendency of the coal dock of the company with which he is now 
identified. He continued in their service until 1899 when he resigned his
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position to become superintendent of the yards of The Western Coal & Dock 
Company at Waukegan, remaining with them for two years. In 1901, he again 
entered the service of The C. Reiss Coal Company in his present capacity as gen- 

eral superintendent, and has ever since been in their employ. 

At Waukegan, Illinois, on the 11th of January, 1902, Mr. Bullock was mar- 
ried to Miss Lydia Hurd and they reside at 1934 North Seventh street, which 
property they own. Fraternally Mr. Bullock is affiliated with the Knights of 
Pythias and has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite of the 
Masons. In politics he is a republican and was elected alderman of his ward 

but subsequently resigned. 

H.C. REICH. 

Dr. H. C. Reich is engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery in She- 

boygan, where he is also serving as commissioner of public health. 
His birth occurred in Sheboygan, January 5, 1856, his father being John C. 

Reich, who is now living retired here. The son was a pupil in the public schools 
until, having completed the work of the grades, he became a high-school pupil. 
He was afterward active in various lines of business in Sheboygan, Milwaukee 
and in the state of Utah before he took up the study of medicine which he pur- 
sued in Rush Medical College of Chicago, being graduated therefrom with the 
class of 1897. The same year he returned to this city for active practice. 

Dr. Reich married Miss Alice C. Hoblorn. — - 

FREDERICK SCHMIDT. 

Frederick Schmidt has for forty years been a resident of Sheboygan, where 
he now engages in the grain commission business and is also superintendent of 
Wildwood cemetery. He is a native of Prussia, his birth having occurred in 
Brandenburg, on the 27th of September, 1846, and a son of Frederick and 

Christina (Mieland) Schmidt. The father, whose natal year was 1815, was a 
carpenter by trade and continued to follow this occupation until his death, which 

occurred in Germany in 1859. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt numbered 
four, those beside our subject being as follows: William, who is living retired 
in Sheboygan ; Rosalia, the widow of Chris Zahnoy, of Sheboygan; and Augusta, 
the wife of William Neuls, of Manitowoc. 

Frederick Schmidt was reared at home and given the advantages of a com- 
mon-school education, after which he worked as a shepherd. In accordance with 

the laws of his land he subsequently entered the army, where he remained for 
four years, including two years’ service in the Franco-Prussian war. He served in 

the cavalry at that time and was a member of the Kiirmakisch Dragoner, Regi- 

ment No. 14. Upon receiving his discharge in 1872, he emigratéd to the United 
States, subsequently locating in Sheboygan, where he engaged in the flour and



HISTORY OF SHEBOYGAN COUNTY 16. . 

feed business, and in connection with this he also bought and sold grain, making 

his purchases direct from the farmers in the open market. In 1883, Mr. Schmidt 
gave up his business and entered the employ of the Shreier Brewing Company 
in the capacity of grain buyer. He subsequently resigned his position with this 

firm, however, and is now engaged in the general commission business, and in 

connection with this he is also discharging the duties of superintendent of Wild- 

wood cemetery, to which position he was appointed in 1908. 
Mr. Schmidt married Miss Anna Arndt, who was born in 1852 and is a 

daughter of Carl and Christina (Mietz) Arndt, natives of Germany, who located 

in Sheboygan county in 1866. Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Schmidt, two of whom are living: Paulina, the widow of Henry Honold, by 

whom she had four children; and Paul, a gardner, living at home, who is a 

second lieutenant in the Sheboygan militia. 
The family manifest their religious faith through their connection with the 

German Lutheran church, and Mr. Schmidt is a charter member and captain of 
the German L. W. M. Verein of Sheboygan, which society was organized in 
1886. Both he and his wife are highly regarded, particularly in the German 
circles of the city, and have many friends of long years’ standing. 

JOHN GERALDS. 

John Geralds was born in the state of New York on the 2d of July, 1854, 

his parents being Edward and Catharine (Evans) Geralds, the former likewise 

a native of the Empire state. In an early day the family removed to the western 

country, settling in Sheboygan county, this state. They made the journey from 

the east to their place of settlement in the west, traveling by team from their 

New York home to Oswego, from thence to Toronto and from that city by train 

to Collingwood, Canada, where they took a steamer and came direct to Sheboy- 
gan, landing at the end of eleven days’ journey on the old pier which has for 
many years been only a historical memory to the early pioneers of Sheboygan, it 

having been destroyed by the constant ebb and flow of the waters of Lake Michi- 
gan more than forty years ago. At the time when the Geralds family reached 
Sheboygan the woods were still full of wild-fur-bearing animals. Herds of wild 
deer could frequently be seen grazing near the city limits and the sparsely 

settled outlying districts in the county were continuously traversed by Indians 
belonging to the tribes of the Winnebagos, Oneidas and Chippewas. The site 

on which the Federal building now stands at that time was occupied by an old, 

half-ruined blacksmith shop. Edward Geralds, now in the ninety-fourth year of 
his age, still resides in the city of Sheboygan, making his home with his daughter. 

John Geralds was reared in his parents’ home and educated in the public 

schools of Sheboygan. Before attaining his majority he left the parental roof 
and removed to the lumber regions in a more northwesterly portion of the state, 
where he was engaged for some time as a carpenter in the construction of rail- 

road bridges and buildings which the company were erecting along its line of 

trackage at that time. Retiring from this occupation, he spent five years, be- 

tween the years 1882 and 1887, as fireman employed on the boats traversing the 
Vol. 1-38
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Great Lakes. He later removed to South Dakota, and there he was engaged for 

some time in running a steam traction engine used in the plowing of the soil and 
threshing of harvested grains. He eventually returned to the city of Sheboygan | 
in the fall of 1911. | 

On the roth of March, 1881, Mr. Geralds was united in marriage to Miss 

George, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Levi George, both of whom were natives of 
New York and removed from that state to Sheboygan county in 1851, settling 
upon a farm a mile and a half south of Sheboygan Falls, where they continued 

to live during the remainder of their lives. Both are now deceased, having passed 

away many years ago, and their remains are interred in Sheboygan Falls ceme- 
tery. Unto Mr. and Mrs, Geralds have been born seven children, three of whom 

still survive. Walter, who is married and resides in the city of Sheboygan, is 

employed as a farm implement agent for one of the large farm machinery con- 

cerns. Ada and Jessie are still at home with their parents. Mr. Geralds is well | 

known in the county and city of Sheboygan. His life has been one of constant | 
activity and hard work since he passed the border line that marks the distinction | 
between boyhood and manhood. He has been successful in his business career | 

and is now devoting his time to the comforts of his family. | 

H. M. SCOTT. 

H. M. Scott is one of the leading manufacturers of cheese and butter in 

Sheboygan county. He was born at Chilton, Calumet county, Wisconsin, June | 

9, 1866, and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Scott, who are natives of New York. 

The paternal grandparents were E. W. and Sarah (Wood) Scott, both of whom 
were natives of New York and emigrated to Wisconsin, settling in Calumet 
county, where they continued to live during the remaining years of their lives. 

The father, when a boy of eight years, came with his parents to Calumet county, 
Wisconsin, and on attaining his majority engaged in farming, which he has 
since continued to follow. H. K. Scott and his wife are the parents of seven 

sons, five of whom are living, as follows: H. M., of this review; W. A., a cheese 

manufacturer of Lyndon township; C. A., chief engineer of the Wales Tuber- 

culosis Sanitarium; V. M., who follows farming in Canada; and V. E., a res- 

ident of Reno, Nevada. 

H. M. Scott was reared in his parents’ home and received his elementary 
education in the district schools in Calumet county. He remained under the 
parental roof until he was eighteen years of age, after which he learned the cheese 
and butter making trades and after mastering a knowledge of the business he 

removed to McHenry county, Illinois, where he remained for ten years, after 

which he returned to Sheboygan Falls. In 1898 he purchased a cheese factory 
located two miles north of Sheboygan Falls, which he continued to operate 

until 1905, at which time he disposed of that property. In 1901 he pur- 
chased the Harmon cheese factory and in 1903 he bought the Bates cheese 
factory and in 1905 the Onion River factory and in 1907 the Lyndon factory, 
all of which he now owns and is successfully engaged in the manufacture 
of butter and cheese. He gathers his supply of cream from twenty different 
factories adjacent to the locations of his own factories and at the Onion River
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factory he makes butter and also handles whey and cream. The four factories 
belonging to Mr. Scott do a gross annual business of one hundred thousand 
dollars. In addition to his interests in the butter and cheese factories he was 
one of the principal incorporators of the Waldo Canning Factory, of which he 
is now a director. He has also served one year as president of the Wisconsin 
Cheese Makers Association. 

Mr. Scott was united in marriage at Hebron, Illinois, July 12, 1893, to Miss 

Nettie Emery, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Byron Emery. The father is one of 

the well known farmers of Walworth county, Wisconsin. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Scott three children were born, namely: Emery, who is eighteen years old; and : 

Eugene and Mabel, sixteen and eight years of age respectively. All are still at . 
home and both the sons are accomplished pianists. The mother of this family 
died May 30, 1910. 

Mr. Scott is affiliated with the republican party and is always interested in the 
political issues of the day. He is one of the widely known men of Sheboygan 

county and his reputation for integrity in the transaction of all business matters 

has placed him among the highly creditable and useful men of the community 
in which he lives. 

EMIL MORR. 

Emil Mohr is a prosperous representative of the business interests in She- 
boygan, where he is conducting a bakery. He entered upon active connection 

with his present establishment in 1871, joining his father, August Mohr, who in 

that year established a bakery in this city. The son was born in Prenzlau, in 

northern Germany, August 18, 1854, his parents being August and Amelia 

(Stage) Mohr. The father learned his trade in his native country, where he 

remained until 1868, when he came direct to Sheboygan. Here he was in the 
employ of others until 1871. In 1869 two of his sons had come to America and 
in 1871 Emil Mohr, his sister and his grandmother crossed the Atlantic to join 
the others of the family in the new world. The mother had previously died in 

Germany in 1864. Emil Mohr had also become acquainted with the baker’s 
trade in the fatherland and on arriving in the new world he became associated 
in establishing a bakery in Sheboygan, of which his father remained at the head 
until his death in 1890. At that time his son, August Mohr, Jr., succeeded to 

the management of the business, which he controlled in a measure until 1909, 

when he, too, passed away. However, in the meantime Emil Mohr had become 

active manager of the business, taking charge in 1889. He had left Sheboygan 

in 1879 for Minneapolis, Minnesota, and had conducted a bakery in that city 

until 1887, when he returned to Sheboygan and was employed by his brother 

for two years. He then bought out the present bakery known as the old 
Fleicher bakery, which he has since conducted. It is today the largest enter- 
prise of the kind in the town. He employs eight bakers, also four girls, one 
barn man, six clerks and a bookkeeper. His business has steadily grown in 
volume and importance. and his trade covers a wide territory, the excellence of
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his bakery goods commending him to the partonage of the public not only in 
Sheboygan but throughout the surrounding country. 

In 1877 Mr. Mohr was united in marriage in Sheboygan to Miss Mary 
Torpe, a daughter of Christ and Paulina Torpe, who came with their family from 
Germany when Mrs. Mohr was but four years of age. By her marriage she 
has become the mother of six children but two of the number, William and 
Frieda, are now deceased. The others are: Minnie; Paul, who is married and 
has a son, Arthur; Emil, who is living in Los Angeles, California; and Annie. 

The two sons have followed in the business footsteps of their father and are both 
bakers. Forty-one years have passed since Emil Mohr became a resident of 
Sheboygan and, though he was absent from the city for a time, he has always 

been interested in its welfare and while residing here has been a cooperant 

factor in many measures which have been elements for public progress and 

improvement. He has been a member of the library board and belongs to the 

Turn Verein. He possesses many of the sterling characteristics of the German 

race and manifests also the enterprising spirit which has been a dominant factor 
in the upbuilding of the middle west. Coming to the new world in early man- 

hood, he eagerly availed himself of business conditions and opportunities here 

offered and has made continuous advancement until he now occupies the fore- 

most position as a representative of the baker’s trade in Sheboygan. 

ALBERT FRED STENSKE., 

Prominent among the enterprising and progressive business men of Sheboy- 
gan stands Albert Fred Stenske, a well known contractor who for a number of 

years has been closely identified with building operations here and evidence of 

his skill and handiwork are seen on various sides. He was born in the Unger- 

mark, Germany, April 6, 1865, a son of Johann and Augusta (Schwartz) Stenske. 

The father was a wagon maker by trade and followed that pursuit throughout 

his entire life, his labors being terminated in death in 1881 when he was fifty- 
eight years of age. His widow has since passed away. 

Albert F, Stenske, one of a family of five children, began farming after 

completing his education and followed that pursuit in Germany until 1888 when 
he came to America choosing Sheboygan as the place of his residence. He here 

began work at the mason’s trade and was thus employed until 1905 when he 

joined his brother-in-law in a general contracting and building business. They 
have since become well known as mason contractors. In connection with his 

partner he has erected many public buildings in Sheboygan and ranks as one of 

the most prominent builders of this part of the state. He not only has broad 
practical experience but also a thorough understanding of the great scientific 
principles which underlie his work, and his energy and industry have taken on 

tangible form in some of the leading buildings of the city. 
On the 13th of December, 1890, Mr. Stenske was married to Miss Hermine 

Schneidewind, who was born August 21, 1871, and is a daughter of Fred and 
Mathilda (Firzlaff) Schneidewind. Her grandfather, William Schneidewind, 
was one of the first contractors of Sheboygan and erected the first brick house
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in the city. It is still standing at the corner of Alabama and Seventeenth ‘streets 
and is marked by the date 1869. Impressed in the brick work are the initials 
W. F. S. and the building remains as an interesting relic of an earlier period 
and of a different style of architecture. Fred Schneidewind was but seven years 
of age when in the year 1854 he came to Sheboygan with his parents, William 
and Marie (Fleischhauer) Schneidewind, who on crossing the Atlantic first 
settled in the state of Pennsylvania but two years later came to Sheboygan where 
the father died, in 1875, when sixty years of age, while the mother long sur- 
vived him, passing away in 1904 at the age of eighty-six. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs, Stenske have been born five children: Barney, a plumber, 
now twenty years of age; Irene, nineteen years of age, a bookkeeper in the 
Schmidt general store; Florence, seventeen years of age, engaged in dressmak- 
ing; and Jesse and Herbert, aged respectively twelve and fourteen years, both 
attending school. The parents were reared in the Lutheran church and Mrs. 
Stenske belongs to the Ladies’ Aid Society of the Emanuel Lutheran church. : 
Both are highly esteemed in this community and Mr. Stenske occupies a promi- 
nent position in business circles. He is as well known for his reliability and his 
enterprise as for his skill. He has made a thorough study of the business, has 
acquainted himself with every feature of his trade and in his work embodies 
the latest and most improved styles of architecture with thorough workmanship 
and plans, that look to comfort and convenience as well as artistic sense. He 
has made gradual advancement, proving his worth as the years have gone by 
and the extensive patronage accorded him established his position as one of the 
foremost contractors of the county. 

ERNST ALDAG. 

One cannot carry his investigations far into the history of business enter- 
prise and activity in Sheboygan without learning that the Aldag family has been 
closely connected with commercial interests here for a long period, and the ex- 
cellent record which Ernst Aldag has made as a hardware merchant contributes 
to the unassailable reputation that has ever been attached to the family name. 
He was born in this city March 10, 1878, and bears the name of his father, Ernst 
Aldag, Sr., who is still a valued and honored resident of Sheboygan. He is in- 
debted to the public-school system for the educational advantages which he en- 
joyed and when he left school he took up blacksmithing, which he followed for 
six months. He then began learning the tinner’s trade, at which he worked for 

twenty-one years. On the expiration of that period he embarked in business on \ 
his own account, forming a partnership with his brother-in-law, which continues 
to the present time. They carry a large line of shelf and heavy hardware and 

their business activities at all times conform to a high standard of commerical 
ethics. Their plumbing department is also an important source of revenue, for 
they are accorded a liberal patronage in that connection. 

On the 21st of February, 1879, occurred the birth of Augusta Falion, who 
became the wife of Ernst Aldag. She is a native of Germany, and a daughter 

of Carl Falion, who is now living in Sheboygan. He came with his family to the
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new world in 1880, settling first at Cleveland, whence he came to this city, where 

he and his wife still make their home. Mr. and Mrs. Aldag have become the 

parents of two interesting little sons: Marion, eight years of age; and Carl, 

aged six. Mr. Aldag belongs to the United Aid Society, to the Sheboygan Union 
and to the Unterstuetzungs Verein. He was reared in the Lutheran church and 

has always attended its services. He is widely known in Sheboygan and the 
sterling traits of his character have given him firm hold upon the high regard 

of his fellow townsmen. 

M. J. HERONYMUS. 

M. J. Heronymus is the secretary and general manager of the Rexine Com- 

pany. The principal offices-of this manufacturing concern and the factory are 

located at 422 South River street. Mr. Heronymus was born in the city of She- 
boygan, July 21, 1879, and is the son of Emil and Dora Heronymus. His father 
emigrated to this country from Saxony, Germany, in 1856. On reaching this 
country he first engaged in the business of a dairyman and later started in the 

manufacture of wire screening. He was the pioneer screen manufacturer in She- 

boygan. In this business he continued during the remainder of his life, which 

closed in the year 1882, at the age of forty years. He is buried in the family lot 

in Wildwood cemetery. To Mr. and Mrs. Emil Heronymus four children were 

born: Henry, who died at the age of thirty in 1900, at Dubuque, Iowa; Lena, 

the deceased wife of Louis Schram, who died in 1907, at the age of thirty-seven, 

and is buried in Plymouth, this state; Marie, residing with her mother, is a 

graduate of the city high school and at present public school librarian; and M. 
J. Heronymus, the subject of this review. 

M. J. Heronymus was reared in his father’s home and received his early 
education in the common schools. Having completed his studies, at the age of 
fourteen he became an apprenticed tailor. He continued in this occupation until 

having acquired a thorough knowledge of the trade and as a tailor was employed 
by the Bodestein Brothers for five consecutive years. Afterward he became a 
salesman and in that vocation continued for six years. While engaged in his 

work as a salesman he became interested in the George Miller Manufacturing 

Company and later effected the organization of the Rexine Company of She- 
boygan. This institution is manufacturing and dealing in Rexine, auto soap and 
toilet Rexine and Rexine products of all kinds, both cleaning and disinfectant. 
The factories of the company are located at 422 South River street. From the 
organization of this company until the present it has been uniformly successful 
and is rapidly approaching the front ranks of manufacturers of its class. It 
now employs eight skilled laborers in the factory and office and maintains a 

traveling force of six expert salesmen on the road. 
Mr. Heronymus was married in the city of Sheboygan, August 20, 1902, to 

Miss Hilda Gruebner, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Gruebner. Her 
father by trade and occupation is a blacksmith. He at present is fifty years of 

age. To Mr. and Mrs. Heronymus one child has been born, John, now in at- 
tendance at the kindergarten. Mr. Heronymus is not affiliated with any politi-
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cal party, but gives his support to the man and to the measure which in his 
judgment represents the best interests of the people. He is a member of the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, the Uniform Rank of Knights of Pythias, 
the Fraternal Order of Rangers, and is also treasurer of the Sheboygan Concert, 

band. 
Mr. Heronymus is a successful rising young business man. From the begin- 

ning of his business career as an apprenticed tailor he has steadily gone forward 

improving with each succeeding year his advantages until July 15, 1909, he es- 

tablished himself in an independent business of which he became the secretary 
and general manager. The Rexine Company and its success is largely due to the 
constant attention and business ability of Mr. Heronymus. He is a man always 
interested in the improvement of his community, giving whatever time and atten- 
tion is required to advance any measure that seeks the betterment of the people. 

He is a member of the German Reformed church of this city and maintains his 

residence at No. 617 Huron avenue. 

LEWIS OPPENEER, Jr. 

Lewis Oppeneer, Jr., founder of L. Oppeneer & Co., which engages in general 
teaming and draying, was born in Holland township, Sheboygan county, on the 
18th of May, 1871. His father, Lewis Oppeneer, Sr., was born in Netherland, 

Holland, on September 29, 1844, but when a youth of eleven years he emigrated 
to the United States with his parents, who were among the first settlers of Hol- 
land township. There he was reared to manhood and while completing his edu- 
cation in the district schools qualified himself for an agricultural career by assist- 
ing his father, with the cultivation of the home place. He continued to devote 

his energies to farming, and still lives on the farm which he bought nearly forty 

_ years ago. Mr. Oppeneer, Sr., married Sarah R. Brill, on September 29, 1869, 

and to them were born five children of whom our subject is the eldest. The 

other members of the family in order of birth are as follows: John, who lives 

near Hingham; Martha, who is married and makes her home in this county ; and 

Anthony and Alva, who are also engaged in farming. The paternal grandfather 

was Anthony Oppeneer. He died many years ago in Netherland. 

Lewis Oppeneer, Jr., was reared on the home farm and educated in the district 

schools. After mastering the common branches he laid aside his text-books and 

devoted his entire time and attention to assisting his father with the work of the 

fields and care of the stock until he had attained his majority. He then left 

the parental roof and came to Sheboygan, where he has ever since engaged in 

teaming, and in addition to this in 1908 and 1909 he was janitor of the Fourth 

‘Ward school. For a time he was in the employ of others, having driven teams 

for the C. Reiss Coal Company for twelve years, but he subsequently en- 

gaged in business for himself. He has been successful in building up a good 

patronage, and the greater part of his work is now done on contract and is net- 

ting him profitable returns. 

On the 4th of November, 1896, Mr. Oppeneer was married to Miss Susan . 

Van Akkeren whose family is mentioned at greater length elsewhere in this work.
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They own their home, which is one of the most attractive places of the city 

because of the well kept and beautiful grounds. Mr. Oppeneer takes great pride 
in the appearance of his place and had the gratification of being awarded a prize 

in 1908 for having the most beautiful yard and gardens in the city. 

Mr. Oppeneer was reared in the Presbyterian faith, his people having be- 

longed to the church in Cedar Grove of which his father and mother were the 
oldest members, but he and his wife hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Sheboygan and he belongs to the board of stewards. He also belongs 
to the Mutual Aid Society, and in politics he is a republican. He has been a dele- 
gate to many of the local conventions and takes an active interest in all municipal 
affairs. In matters of citizenship he is public-spirited and progressive and is 

well informed on all questions of the day. 

G. J. POSSON. 

Mr. Posson holds the responsible position of treasurer of the Northern Furni- 

ture Company. The plant of this large manufacturing concern is located on 

South Water and Maryland streets. He was born at Port Washington, Wis- 
consin, June 17, 1856, and is the son of Giles B. and Mary A. (Bonniwell) 

Posson. His father, Giles B., at the age of nine years removed to Wisconsin at 

the time when his father changed the location of his residence from Rome, New 
York, and made his first settlement in the west in Kenosha, this state. The 
family is of German extraction, but for more than a hundred years has been 
established in the United States. The old homestead upon which the father 
of our subject was born is still standing and is’one of the old pioneer homes 
of the early days in the settlement of the Empire state. Mr. Posson was for many 
years engaged in business as a farmer after settling in this state in 1836. He 
reached the end of his earthly journey in 1908 and is buried in Port Washington 
on the family burial lot. His surviving widow, Mrs. Mary A. Posson, is still 
a resident of this city. She was of the family of Bonniwell, of English extrac- 

tion. 
G. J. Posson was reared in his father’s home and received his early education 

in the common public schools of Port Washington. At the age of fifteen he laid 
aside the text-books of his early studies and removed to Manitowoc, where he 

obtained employment with the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railroad as 
shop clerk and telegraph operator and sometime later was promoted to the posi- 
tion of storekeeper and accountant in 1884, which position he continued to fill 
until he became associated with the Northern Furniture Company of Sheboy- 
gan. His first position in the employ of this company, which was then the Mat- 

toon Manufacturing Company, was that of paymaster, having also the charge 
and oversight of the sales department of that company. This position he con- 
tinued to hold until he was, by the board of directors,’elected to his present po- 

sition as treasurer of the company. He is also a member of the board of direct- 

ors.
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The Northern Furniture Company of Sheboygan is regarded as the largest 

furniture manufacturing plant in the world. The operations of this concern are 
on a most extensive scale. Their catalogs and traveling salesmen reaching every 
part of the United States, and at their factories seven hundred skilled employes 

are required to take care of the enormous manufacturing business. 

Mr. Posson was united in marriage in the city of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
June 11, 1879, to Miss Sarah Kittell. Mrs. Posson was the daughter of Amasa 
Kittell, her father having been one of Sheboygan’s pioneer sawmill operators 
and during the war filled the office of United States deputy marshal. Four chil- 

dren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Posson: Nellie, the wife of H. D. War- 

ner, civil engineer, of Burlington, Iowa; J. O., superintendent of the water and 

light plant of Algoma, Wisconsin; and Georgia and Benetta, both of whom are 

still at home with their father and they reside at No. 1940 Indiana avenue. Mrs. 
Posson passed away February 8, 1894. 

Mr. Posson is a stanch republican, believing thoroughly in the principles and 

men constituting that great political organization. He has served as secretary of 

the fire and police board of Sheboygan. 
Mr. G. J. Posson is one of the influential and successful business men of north- 

eastern Wisconsin. His career in the business world is of itself an evidence of 

his integrity and industry. The major portion of his life has been spent in the 
city of Sheboygan where he is universally respected and is ever found ready 

to lend his assistance to the advancement of any measure of public interest seek- 

ing to improve the condition of the state and city in which he has established 
his home. 

ERNEST BOLLMANN. 

Ernest Bollmann is one of the prosperous and well-to-do farmers in Sheboy- 

gan township owning and living upon the old homestead, on which he was born, 

April 9, 1884. He is a son of Christian and Ernestina (Zimbal) Bollmann. His 

parents were both natives of Germany. The father, having been born in that 
country in 1837, emigrated to America and settled in Sheboygan county, Wiscon- 

sin, where he engaged in farming. Some time after making his settlement in 

the new world he purchased eighty acres of land in Sheboygan township and 

after operating this property as a mixed farm and stock ranch he later sold the 
place and in 1865 purchased one hundred and sixty acres one mile southwest of 
the city of Sheboygan, where he bred fine dairy and stock cattle. In this business 

he was successful and for many years conducted his business in a most careful 
and scientific manner. Mr. Bollmann chose as his partner for life Miss Ernestina 
Zimbal. Her parents were natives of Germany and when she was a young child 
they emigrated to this country. To Mr. and Mrs. Christian Bollmann seven 
children were born. William, who is married and has two children, is in the em- 

ploy of the railroad at Sheboygan. Annie is the wife of Adolph Mallmann, who 

makes his home on a large ranch in Dakota, and has one son. August is married 

and is living on a ranch in Rapid City, South Dakota. Elonia is the wife of 

Edward Roehrborn, who is engaged in farming in Sheboygan township, and is
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the mother of three children. Olive married William Messer, who is engaged 

in agricultural pursuits, and has two children. Ernest is the next in order of 
birth. Alma, still at home, is the owner of a large ranch in South Dakota. The 
father of this family died August 5, 1906, and his remains were buried in the 
Lutheran cemetery. The mother is still living. 

Ernest Bollmann was reared in his father’s home and educated in the district 

schools of Wisconsin and later completed a full commercial course in a business 

college of Sheboygan. After laying aside his text-books he at once engaged in 

farming and has since devoted himself to that business. He is the owner of a 
large and valuable ranch in South Dakota, but has always lived upon the old 
homestead in Sheboygan township. This beautiful farm of one hundred and 
sixty acres is one of the most highly developed farms in northeastern Wisconsin 
and for many years has been famous as a high-grade stock and dairy establish- 

ment. 

Mr. Bollmann was united in marriage to Miss Rosa Wiersig on December 
19,1907. Mrs. Bollmann is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Wiersig, natives 

of Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Bollmann has been born one son, Ernest, whose 

birth occurred May 24, 1910. Mr. Bollmann is one of the well known and 

highly respected citizens of the county of Sheboygan. He is known throughout 
the entire county as a successful farmer and breeder of high-grade dairy and 

stock cattle. All his life he has been a resident of the community in which he 
now lives and all of his years have been devoted to agricultural pursuits on the 
farm on which he now resides. He is regarded as a man of integrity and his 

assistance is always forthcoming in the promotion of any measure seeking to im- 

prove the condition of the agricultural interests of his state and the advancement 

of the people of his community. 

E. A. ZUNDEL. 

The path of opportunity is open to all and although difficulties and obstacles 

may at times bar the progress of the individual it is a well known fact that per- 

sistency of purpose and honorable effort will ultimately overcome these. The 

- truth of this statement E. A. Zundel seemed to recognize at the outset of his 

career, and placing his dependence upon the safe, subsantial qualities of industry 

and energy, he has steadily progressed from a humble position in connection with 

the Crocker Chair Company of Sheboygan until he today has active voice in its 

management and control as its secretary. He was born in Garnerville, New 

York, March 18, 1868, a son of Charles H. and Emily (Wittich) Zundel. Charles 

H. Zundel was born near Stuttgart, Germany, and came to America about 1850, 

locating first in Rockland county, New York. He was a florist by trade and 

followed this occupation in Haverstraw, New York. In 1909 he removed to 

Sheboygan, where he now resides. There were four children in the family of 

whom our subject was the oldest. 

When still in his minority, E. A. Zundel came to Sheboygan where he 

arrived in 1889. Two years later he became connected with the Crocker 

Chair Company with which he has been identified for twenty-two years. 

His initial position was that of bill clerk, but gradually he secured promotion,
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passing through various positions in the factory and in the sales department 

until he eventually became president of the company and owns control of the 
stock. This is one of the most important productive industries of the city. The 
business is capitalized for a large figure and the trade of the house has con- 
stantly increased until its output is now sent to various sections of the country. 
Branch houses have also been established in different cities although all manu- 

facturing is done in Sheboygan. The work has been most carefully systematized 

so that maximum results are obtained at a minimum expenditure of time and 

labor—which is the secret of all success. 

Mr. Zundel was married, in 1893, to Miss Marion Crocker, a daughter of 

W. D. Crocker, who is president of the Crocker Chair Company, and a com- 

plete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume, and they have one 

child, Elouise. Mr. and Mrs. Zundel are well known socially and have an exten- 

sive circle of warm friends in Sheboygan. to 

CONRAD T. TASCHE, M. D. 

Dr. Conrad T. Tasche has been in the active practice of medicine in the city 
of Sheboygan since April, 1906, his offices being located at No. 804 Michigan 
avenue and his residence at No. 608 North Seventh street. His birth occurred 
in Sheboygan, this county, on the 8th of September, 1872, his parents being 
August and Mary Tasche. The father emigrated from Lippe-Detmold, Ger- 

many, about 1840 and settled in the city of Sheboygan at a time when it was a 
village consisting of only one or two small houses. The surrounding territory and 

the shores of the lake at that time were infested with marauding, half savage In- 

dians, and Sheboygan was not the safest place in those far-off days in which to 

establish a home. But the dauntless courage of the pioneer shrinks not at tasks 
which today appear impossible to the sons and daughters of a higher civiliza- 
tion. A farm was preempted near what is now the city of Sheboygan, upon which 
he moved and began at once to establish his home. The land was densely cov- 
ered with a wilderness and the first crop of potatoes was planted in the open 

spaces near the large pine trees, which stood everywhere in abundance over his 
homestead of one hundred and sixty acres. His house. he constructed of logs 

from the trees cut in the clearing of the land. On this farm he continued to re- 
side during the remainder of his life, which came to a close in 1885, at the age 
of fifty-three years. His remains were buried in the Wildwood cemetery in 
Sheboygan. His widow is still a resident on the old farm, where she lives in the 

care and keeping of her son Henry. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tasche were born nine 

sons and one daughter, as follows: August, who died in 1880, at the age of twen- 

ty-one, and is buried on the family burying ground in Wildwood cemetery ; 

William, who is one of the progressive farmers of Nebraska; Lizzie, now the 

wife of Adolph Rodewald, a prosperous farmer in Manitowoc county, this state: 
John, a practicing physician and surgeon of Sheboygan; Fred, a prosperous 
farmer in the township of Mosel, Sheboygan county; Otto, who is engaged in 
the banking business at Tripp, South Dakota, and is one of the large land 

owners in that state; Louis, who is engaged in the pratice of veterinary surgery 

in Sheboygan; Conrad T., of this review; Herman, a prosperous dentist of
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Sheboygan; and Henry, in charge of the old homestead on which he lives, where 
he is engaged in farming. 

Dr. Conrad T. Tasche was reared in his parents’ home and received his 

elementary education in the district schools of the district in which his parents 
lived. He later completed a full business course in the business college of She- 
boygan. Upon his graduation from the business college of Sheboygan he at 

once became a registered student in the Hope College of Holland, Michigan, 

and from that school entered upon the study of medicine in the Detroit Medical 

College at Detroit, Michigan. After having completed the required course of 

studies in that institution he was graduated with the degree of M. D. in the 

class of 1897. Shortly after receiving his diploma as a physician he established 

himself in the practice of his profession at Howards Grove, Wisconsin, where 

he continued to reside for a period of eight consecutive years. During his pro- 

fessional life in that place he was uniformly successful in building up an ex- 
tensive practice and on his removal to Sheboygan in 1906 he left behind him 
many and highly esteemed friends and pleasant associations. Dr. Tasche has 
given his entire attention since graduation to the practice of medicine, specializ- 

ing in surgery, but he has nevertheless had strong faith in the value of good real- 

estate holdings and has been a very extensive investor in real property in various 

parts of the country, owning at this time seven hundred acres of good agricul- 

tural land. 
On the 20th of October, 1897, in Detroit, Michigan, Dr. Tasche was united 

in marriage to Miss Amanda Sieck, by whom he had three children, namely: 

Leslie William, now a pupil in the public schools; Gladys A., in the fifth year 
of her age; and Myra, who died in infancy. Dr. Tasche is a republican in poli- 
tics and always interested in the issues and principles advanced by the party of 
his choice. He is a chapter Mason and also belongs to the Benevolent Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, while in the line of his profession he is connected with the 

County, State and American medical associations. He is likewise a valued 

member of the Sheboygan Country Club. Dr. Conrad T. Tasche is in every 
respect one of the highly esteemed and accomplished physicians of the city 

in which he resides. He is a man active in business affairs as well as success- 
ful and reliable in the practice of his profession and is always to be relied upon 

as a friend and helper. in the advancement of any public enterprise seeking the 

welfare of the people in his county and state. He owns his own beautiful resi- 

dence in which he and his family reside at No. 608 North Seventh street. 

BERNHARD F. SCHNEIDEWIND. 

Bernhard F. Schneidewind is a well. known contractor and builder of She- 

boygan although one of the younger representatives of trade interests of this 

character. He was “to the manner born,” being of the fourth generation en- 
gaged in the mason contracting business. In all of his work he manifests a 

knowledge of modern methods and his skill and ability are winning for him an 

extensive and growing patronage. He was born in Sheboygan, January 7, 1883, 
and at the usual age became a pupil in the public schools, pursuing his studies 
through consecutive grades until he reached the age of seventeen years, when, 
desirous to enter business life, he began learning the mason’s trade, diligently
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applying himself to the mastery of the business in principle and detail. He 
worked at the trade in the employ of others until 1905, when, joining his brother- 

in-law, he entered the general contracting and building business. For a few 

years they took contracts of various kinds but now concentrate their energies’ 

exclusively upon mason work. They have erected a number of fine buildings in 
Sheboygan and the county, including the Vollrath plant and other well known 

structures which stand as monuments to their skill, ability and enterprise. Some- 

thing of the volume of their trade is indicated by the fact that they now employ 
eighteen workmen. 

In 1907 Mr. Schneidewind was united in marriage to Miss Lydia Doege, who 

was born in Sheboygan in 1885, a daughter of William and Anna (Stuemke) 

Doege. Her parents are both living and the father has throughout the greater 

part of his life engaged in the tanning trade. In their family were three chil- 
dren, the brothers of Mrs. Schneidewind being Elmer and William, both at 

home. Both Mr. and Mrs. Schneidewind hold membership in the Lutheran 
Emanuel church of Sheboygan and the latter is a member of the Aid Society. 
Mr. Schneidewind has never been active in politics, preferring to concentrate 

his time and energies upon his business affairs. He has ever strived toward 

perfection in the exercise of his contracts, combining convenience in construction 

with all that is most substantial in material and in workmanship and adding 
thereby to the architectural beauty of the city. He has made continuous prog- 

ress since starting out in business on his own account and is now one of the 

most prominent contractors of Sheboygan county. 

ALVIN R. DRESSLER. 

Alvin R. Dressler is one of the leading confectioners of Sheboygan, a busi- 

ness which he engaged in after seventeen years spent as a molder in the Vollroth 

Machine Company’s plant, where he was a most efficient worker. He was born 

in Saxony, Germany, September 26, 1866, a son of Gottlieb Dressler. The 

father came with his family to America in 1867, settling in Sheboygan City, 

where he followed tailoring all of his life. His method of operation was to 

serve his customers at their own homes, and he did both ladies’ and gentlemen’s 

tailoring, including mending. He was later employed in lime kiln work. He 

passed away in Sheboygan, where he had made his home since coming to Amer- 
ica, in 1902, at the age of sixty-six years. His wife, who in her maidenhood was 

a Miss Julia Kraemer, died in 1900 at the age of fifty-five years. In their family 

were eight children, but one, a son, was accidentally killed when but six years 

of age. The others are as follows: Alvin R., of this review; Bert, engaged in 

the saloon business in Sheboygan; Ida, deceased; Emma, the wife of William 

Otis, of Two Rivers, Wisconsin; William, a molder of Bradley, Illinois; Min- 

nie, who married Oscar Meinhart, of Clark county, Wisconsin; and Clara, the 

wife of Frank McFerren, of Hammond, Indiana. 

Alvin R. Dressler was given a good common-school education in Sheboy- 

gan and after laying aside his text-books he worked in a chair factory and 
later learned the trade of a molder, being employed by the Vollroth Machine 
Company, a concern with which he remained for ten years. He was also em- 
ployed as molder in other shops outside the city. In 1892 he removed to Bradley,
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Illinois, and engaged in the furniture business, and also in the foundry busi- 
ness, returning to Sheboygan in 1898, where he worked in a foundry for a while. 

In 1900, tiring of the business which he had followed so long, and becoming 
convinced that a better business opportunity confronted him, he opened a gen- 
eral confectionery business, in the conduct of which he has been very successful 
so that he is now the proprietor of one of the leading establishments of this 
kind in the city. 

‘Mr. Dressler chose as his life’s companion and helpmate Miss Ida Byer, a 
daughter of William and Emma (Heath) Byer, both of whom are yet living, 

the former having served for thirty years as a watchman. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 

Dressler have been born three children, Muriel, Arline and Kenneth, aged re- 

spectively nine, four and three years. Mr. Dressler is a member of the Eagles, 

an honorary member of the Sick and Death Society of the Molders Union and 
an active member of the Vollroth Aid Society. He was reared in the faith of 

the Lutheran church while his wife was reared a Baptist. Both are now members 

of the First Church of Christ, Scientist. He is numbered among the successful 

and greatly esteemed business men of Sheboygan who by their lives of industry 
and economy are building up comfortable fortunes and preparing for the necessi- 

ties of old age. He has the happy faculty of making a friend of every man 

whom he meets and is popular, having a very large number of friends. He gives 

careful attention to every detail of business, is prompt in the filling of orders and 

sees to it personally that every customer is given the attention he demands, 
thus insuring a constantly increasing trade. Genial in his disposition, optimistic 
by nature and affable and congenial toward all with whom he comes in contact, 
Mr. Dressler has formed the acquaintance of practically all of the citizens of 

Sheboygan among whom he and his family are held in high esteem. 

WILLIAM J. RIETOW. 

William J. Rietow is the president of the German Bank and formerly was the 

vice president of the Crocker Chair Company of Sheboygan, with which he had 
been connected since its organization in 1881. The original members of the com- 
pany were James H. Mead, W. D. Crocker, A. D. Crocker, R. E. Crocker and 

William J. Rietow. Mr. Rietow was born upon a farm in the town of Wilson, 
Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, August 22, 1855, a son of Ernst and Anna 
Rietow, both of whom were natives of Mecklenburg, Germany. Following 

his arrival in the new world, in 1848, the father lived for a time upon a farm in 

Sheboygan county but afterward engaged in the retail furniture business in 
the city of Sheboygan, conducting his store from 1855 until his death in 1868. 

After his death the mother continued the business until 1873. 
William J. Rietow was reared in the city which is still his home and at- 

tended the public schools here. He started out in the business world when but 
a boy as an apprentice to the cabinet-maker’s trade. Realizing the necessity 
and value of further educational training, he spent one year in the Northwestern 
University at Watertown, Wisconsin, and also attended the Spencerian Business 

College at Milwaukee. He was afterward with John H. Plath for a brief period
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and later became bookkeeper for the Sheboygan Carriage Company in 1876. 
This company was the predecessor of the Crocker Chair Company. His con- 
nection therewith, however, was not continuous from that period, for from 1887 

until 1891 he was engaged in the grocery business with his brother, George H. 

In the latter year, however, he returned to the Crocker Chair Company as its 

treasurer and subsequently was elected vice president. This business was or- 

ganized in 1881 and something of the growth of the undertaking is indicated 
by the fact that the number of employes has been increased from fifty to eight 
hundred. In 1912, upon the death of Fred Karste, Sr., and the reorganization 

of the German Bank, Mr. Rietow withdrew from the Crocker Chair Company 

and was elected president of the bank. 

Mr. Rietow was united in marriage to Miss Amelia Telgener, of Sheboygan, 
and they have four children: Florence, who is the wife of Walter J. Vollrath; 

Rhoda, the wife of William A. Reiss; Anna Kurt; and William H. 

While Mr. Rietow is preeminently a business man, as is indicated by his ex- 
tensive and important interests, he never allows commercial affairs to exclude 

his active participation in movements and projects that have to do with public 
welfare; on the contrary, he gives active and earnest support to all such measures 

and ever seeks the benefit and upbuilding of his community. His political 

allegiance is given to the republican party and in 1884-5 he served as alderman 

of the second ward. He was again called to that position in 1893, once more 

in 1896 and continued in the office until 1900, while for one term he served as 
president of the common council. As a member of the council he exercised his 
official prerogatives in support of many public movements which have proven 

directly beneficial to the city. He has served on the cemetery committee, 

is a member of the Associated Charities and fraternally is well known as a 
prominent Mason, having attained the Knight Templar degree of the York Rite 

and the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He is a member of the 
Shrine, and also a member of the Royal Arcanum and the National Union. His 
life has been one of continuous activity, in which has been accorded due recogni- 
tion of labor, and he is today numbered among the prominent and substantial 

citizens of his county. As a business man he has been conspicuous among his 
associates for his probity, fairness and honorable dealing as well as for his 
success, which constitutes an important feature in public prosperity as well 

as in individual advancement. 

LOUIS A. VAN ALTENA, Sr., M. D. 

Dr. Louis A. Van Altena, Sr., well known in Cedar Grove and the entire 

surrounding community, where he has practiced medicine for over forty years 
and perhaps the oldest inhabitant of early pioneer times residing in the village, 

was born in The Netherlands, September 20, 1829. His father, Dr. Cornelius 

Van Altena, was also a native of Holland, his birth having occurred on August 
24, 1802. He remained in the country in which he was born until 1849, when he 
crossed the Atlantic to America, bringing his wife and family and settling in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where he resided for three years. In June, 1852, he came west
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and located his future home where the village of Cedar Grove now stands. He 

was a practicing physician and was attracted to this new and unsettled country 

in a very ordinary way. While a resident of Cleveland he noticed news in the 

daily paper from the new Holland colony in Wisconsin and the fact that there 

was pressing need of a physician in that section. He made a journey of inves- 
tigation and after one week returned to Cleveland, where he prepared for the 
long trip, having determined to try his fortune in the newly opened colony. He 

and his oldest son, Louis, started ahead, going by boat to Fond du Lac. Here 

they obtained passage on a small steamer bound for Manitowoc, from whence 

they proceeded on foot through dense forests to Sheboygan. Upon this journey 

they met with many thrilling experiences incident to pioneer travel, which, if 

they could be related, would be of stirring interest to the few survivors of the 

early days of settlement in Wisconsin. The family followed a short time later, 

coming to Milwaukee in charge of one of the older sons. When they arrived 

in the city they purchased one hundred and fifty dollars worth of groceries, part 

of which they later sold to their needy neighbors. They rented a log house in 

the Holland settlement for a short time and then purchased ten acres of land 

for one hundred dollars and upon this property built their home. Dr. Cornelius 

Van Altena practiced his profession for five years in the section in which he 
settled and then moved to Milwaukee, where he continued his activities until 

his death, which occurred on the 14th of December, 1875, when he was seventy-~ 

three years of age. His wife, who was in her maidenhood Miss Mary Pauline 
Vialars, was born in France, near the city of Paris, November 1, 1806. She was 

a daughter of M. Vialars, who was head physician at Ostend, where Cornelius 
Van Altena was a student. It was there that the romance was begun which 

terminated abruptly in the elopement of the head physician’s daughter with the 
young student. They were married by Dr. Van Altena’s father, who was a 
Presbyterian minister in the city of Utrecht. The grandmother of our subject 

died in Milwaukee at the age of sixty-six years. 
Dr. Louis A. Van Altena was one of a family of seven children. He received 

his primary education in thé public schools of the province of Zeeland, Holland, 

and later pursued the study of medicine in Utrecht, finishing his course in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. He came to America with his parents in 1849 and three years after 
their arrival in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, he engaged in the general practice 

of medicine with his father, two years later taking full charge of the increasing 
business. He remained active for forty-one years, keeping steadily abreast of 
the advancement of his profession along systematic and scientific lines. He 
united personal experience, knowledge, expert ability, industry and intelligence 
as factors in his success and is rewarded by the respect and confidence of his 
fellow citizens, who esteem him as a competent physician and honor him as an 
upright and worthy man. He is one of the pioneer physicians in Sheboygan 
county and for many years was the only doctor nearer than those located in the 
city of Sheboygan. At first he carried on general farming in connection with 
his profession but as his practice increased he gave his entire attention to his 

profession. He has lived retired since 1899, his only labors being those incident 

to the cultivation of his fine garden, which is the most beautiful in Cedar Grove. 

He is a member of the state and county medical Societies and well known and 
prominent among his fellow practitioners.
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On November 25, 1860, Dr. Van Altena was united in marriage to Miss 
Siebke Balkema, a native of Groningen, The Netherlands. Her death occurred 

in Cedar Grove in 1893, when she was fifty-four years of age. She and her 
husband became the parents of two children: Cornelius, who died at the age 
of seventeen; and Louis A., of whom more extended mention is made elsewhere 

in this work. Dr. Van Altena is now in the eighty-third year of his age. His 

life has been connected with an important period of development and upbuilding 
and his earnest labors have been a factor in lessening the hardships of early 

pioneer times. He has worked sincerely, diligently and capably, being actuated 

by high, ethical and humanitarian standards, and has gained his reward in wide- 

spread respect and esteem. 

ROBERT C. EBENREITER. 

In the period of pioneer development Wisconsin largely derived its income 

from its lumber interests and the state yet remains one of the great centers of 

the lumber industry of the country. Its great forests have given splendid op- 

portunities to those who wish to engage in the lumber business and kindred in- 

dustries, and Robert C. Ebenreiter is numbered among those who have utilized 

this field of labor in the attainment of success which places him among the 
substantial citizens of Sheboygan. He not only deals in lumber but also does 
mill work and his capable management and unfaltering enterprise have made 

his undertaking not only a source of individual revenue but also a factor in 

general prosperity here. He was born in Sheboygan Falls, June 5, 1861, a son 

of August Ebenreiter, who was born in Saxe-Weimar, Germany, where he re- 

mained until after his marriage and the birth of three of his children. He then 
came with his family to the new world with Sheboygan Falls as his destination. 

In this district he cleared a tract of land and developed a farm upon which he 

continued to reside throughout his remaining days. His death occurred in 1894 
when he was seventy-two years of age. He married Susanna Schuler, who died 

in October, 1908, at the age of eighty-three years. In their family were four 
children who are yet living: Herman, a retired farmer who makes his home in 

Sheboygan; H. J., of Plymouth; Minnie, the wife of Christ Carthaus, of Ply- 
mouth; and Robert C., of this review. 

Upon the completion of his education Robert C. Ebenreiter began learning 

the cabinet-maker’s and carpenter’s trades, and after working along those lines 
at Sheboygan Falls for three years he left home for Chicago in 1881, spending 
six years in that city. On the expiration of that period he returned to Sheboy- 
gan, where he again worked at his trade until 1888, when he entered into part- 

nership with William E. Hildebrand in the contracting business. They were 

not long in acquiring a liberal patronage and in 1894 they broadened the scope of 
their activities by establishing a lumberyard. Later they also became owners of 

a sawmill and with the rapid growth of their lumber business they at length 

decided to retire from the field of contracting, which was done in 1905. Their 

trade has constantly reached out along broadening lines and on the 5th of March, 

1912, Mr. Ebenreiter took over the entire plant and business, operating under the 
Vol. 139
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name of the Ebenreiter Lumber Company. They are conducting general lum- 
ber and mill work, their manufacturing interests of that character being very 
extensive. In addition to his other interests Mr. Ebenreiter is a stockholder in 

the Farmers & Merchants Bank, in which he became interested on its organiza- 

tion. * 
In 1887 occurred the marriage of Mr. Ebenreiter and Miss Ottilie Hamann, 

who was born in Mosel, township in 1866, a daughter of August and Augusta 

(Rehbein) Hamann. The father was a German teacher in early manhood and 

afterward engaged in the insurance business and in the conduct of a general 

store. He was serving as justice of the peace at the time of his death. Mr. and 

Mrs. Ebenreiter have become the parents of six children: Norma, at home; 

Erna, who is a graduate of a commercial college of Sheboygan and is now acting 

as bookkeeper and assistant to her father; Harvey, who is also his father’s as- 

sistant; Ottilie, a graduate of the high school; and Aurelia and Esther, both in 

school. The parents are members of the German Reformed church and Mr 

Ebenreiter is also connected with the Mutual Aid Society. In all of his business 

career he has manifested a progressive spirit which, however, is none the less 

dominant than his devotion to the public good and his advocacy of high ideals of 

citizenship. 

CARL LUTZE. 

Numbered among those citizens of Sheboygan who are prominent both in 

business and in official life, is Carl Lutze, who has been a resident of this city 

since he was sixteen years of age. As a contractor and builder he has long been 

a conspicuous figure in industrial circles and as an efficient public servant he 

has a most distinguished and honored record. He was born in Harz mountains, 

near Halberstadt, Germany, February 15, 1839, a son of Christian and Sophia 

(Fuertenberg) Lutze. The father was born in 1802 and in 1855 emigrated with 
his family to the new world, coming at once to Sheboygan. He had learned the 

carpenters trade in the fatherland and worked at that trade after coming to this 

city for a time. In 1860 he built a small oil mill which he operated until 1877. 
He passed away in 1887. The mother, who was born in February, 1812, died in 
i898. Carl Lutze is one of three sons born to his parents and is the only one 
surviving, one son having died on the journey to America, while the other, Ernst, 

passed away in Sheboygan in 1907. 
Carl Lutze received his education in the fatherland, but at the early age of 

eleven years began learning the carpenter’s trade from his father. He came with 
his parents to America in 1855 and after attaining years of maturity he com- 
menced to work at his trade until 1870. At that time he engaged in contracting 

and building, a vocation which he has followed until the present time. One of 
his early building achievements was the old Schreier brewery, which was later 
destroyed by fire, and he was retained to construct the large modern plant of 

the same company. He is one of the most extensive builders and contractors in 
Sheboygan, having been engaged in that business for a long time, during which 

he has built many of the most elaborate and costly buildings in the city.
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Carl Lutze was married in 1867 to Ernestine Emilie Paulman, who was born 
in Sheboygan, in 1848, a daughter of Christian and Christina Thirloch, both of 
whom were natives of Saxony, Germany. The father emigrated to the new 
world in 1848 and built the first wagon shop in Sheboygan. He died an acci- 
dental death while hunting in 1856. His wife, who survived him, passed away 
in 1900 at the age of seventy-eight years. The wife’s grandparents were drowned 
when the sailing vessel on which they had taken passage went down in a storm 
near the coast of England. Mrs. Lutze is one of four children born to her par- 
ents, and beside her, one brother, Louis, is living in Sheboygan. Unto Mr. and 
and Mrs. Lutze have been born eight children, namely: Sophia, the wife of J. 
Kleinhaus, of Stanton, Illinois, by whom she has four children; Anna, who mar- 
ried Ferdinand Falk, a carpenter of Sheboygan, and has one child; Ida, who is 
the wife of G. Burger of Marysville, Ohio, and the mother of five children; 
Emma, at home; Fritz, who resides in Boston and who married Miss Louisa 
Routh, by whom he had one child, who is now deceased; Henry, a resident of 

Milwaukee; Minnie, who is married and a resident of Lincoln, Nebraska; and 
Arthur, at home. 

Mr. Lutze in his political faith is a democrat and in recognition of his sterling 
integrity and genuine worth has held numerous offices in Sheboygan. He was 
for two years road commissioner, served as alderman for two terms, has been 

postmaster, was a member of the board of public works in 1895, 1896 and 1897, 

and it was due to his activity in that direction that the Seventh Ward school- 
house was erected. The leading bridges across the river were also built under 
his supervision. Mr. Lutze is a member of the Lutheran church of Sheboygan, 
in the faith of which he was reared. There are few men in the city of She- 

boygan who are more prominent in business and political circles than the sub- 
ject of this review. Being an intensely active man and possessing unusual ability 
both in business and political lines, the impress of his character and work has 
been ineffaceably stamped upon the city of his adoption where he has lived so 
long and labored so earnestly. Always being interested in the welfare of his 
city and being one of its leading spirits, he naturally sprang into prominence and 
by his career of promotion and labor he has done vastly more than has the 
average citizen in making Sheboygan the populous, prosperous, modern city 

which it today is. He is most widely known and universally respected and is 

held in high esteem by a large number of business, political and personal friends. 

WILLIAM C. HINZE. 

William C. Hinze, who for the past five years has been conducting a saloon 
at 1801 North Tenth street, Sheboygan, was born in Germany, on the 16th of 

September, 1874. He is a son of Ferdinand and Wilhelmina (Blank) Hinze, 
also natives of Germany, whence they emigrated to the United States in 1883, 
locating at Altamont, Effingham county, Illinois. There the father, who was a 
laborer, worked on the railroad with a section crew for seven years. At the 

expiration of that time he came to Sheboygan and obtained employment in the 
Crocker Chair Factory, remaining in the service of this company until his death
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in 1909. The mother is still living. The maternal grandparents Christ and 
Dorathea Blank came to the United States in 1886 and located in Effing- 
ham county, where they resided for four years. In 1890 they came to Sheboy- 
gan, and here they both passed away in 1897, the death of the grandmother oc- 
curring first and that of Mr. Blank six weeks later. 

William C. Hinze, who was a lad of nine years when he accompanied his 
parents to America, began his education in his native land and completed it in 
the public schools of Altamont, Illinois. In 1889, he left home and came to She- 
boygan and for sixteen years was employed in different furniture factories. 

“At the end of that time he gave up this work and opened a saloon, which he is 
still conducting. 

Mr. Hinze was married in 1897, to Mary Marx of the town of Schleswig, 
Manitowoc county, and they have one daughter, Lydia. Fraternally Mr. Hinze 

is a member of the Eagles and the Mattoon Mutual Aid Society. In his political 

views he is a socialist and always gives his support to the men and measures of 

that party. 

WILLIAM PETERSON. 

William Peterson is the sole owner of the business which is conducted under 

the name of William Peterson & Son. In this line he has been engaged 
continuously since 1906 and has developed an undertaking of large propor- 

tions, nor has he deviated in one single instance from the high standards which 
he has set up. Sheboygan county may therefore be proud to number him 

among her native sons. He was born here April 15, 1858, his parents being 

Ole and Minnie Peterson. The father emigrated from Denmark to England, 
where he was married, and in 1852 he came to the United States, set- 

tling on a farm in Sheboygan county which he developed and improved. He also 
engaged in the fishing business and subsequently filled the office of constable of 

Sheboygan City. He is still an active man, working at the tailoring trade at the 

age of eighty-three years. His wife died in 1882 and her grave was made in 
Wildwood cemetery. 

While the family home was maintained in Wilson township William Peterson 
attended the public schools of his district, pursuing his studies to the age of 

eighteen years, although in the meantime he had largely assisted his father in 
fishing and in farming. On leaving home he went to Washington Island, where 

he spent the winter in cutting cord wood. He next purchased timber land at 

Algoma and cut the Cedar trees from two hundred acres, all of which he ac- 

complished within five years. He then sold the land for a larger sum than he 

had paid for it originally. Since 1887 he has been continuously connected with 

the business interests of Sheboygan, beginning here as a mason contractor. He 
continued a general contracting business, being soon accorded a liberal patronage 

that made the undertaking one of profit and enabled him in 1907 to establish 

a plant and begin the manufacture of concrete blocks and ornamental work. 
In addition he conducts a gravel business, gathering gravel with gasoline scows. 

He has established a gravel yard in this city and his concrete block business has 

become one of the leading industrial undertakings here. He has recently become 

the owner of a hydraulic concrete machine with a capacity of one thousand
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blocks per day whereby the wet concrete is pressed into shape. The use of 
concrete is one of the notable signs of the times and Mr. Peterson showed wisdom 
and foresight in entering into active connection with this business for there is a 
constant demand for the output and his trade has now reached extensive and 

gratifying proportions. 

On the rst of November, 1884, in Carlton, Wisconsin, Mr. Peterson was 

married to Miss Lizzie Johnson, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Johnson, 
early settlers of Carlton. Mr. and Mrs. Peterson were the parents of four chil- 

dren but Marvin J. met death by accident when but fifteen months old. Clarence, 
born November 1, 1885, on the anniversary of his parents’ marriage, is now 

manager of the Federal Coat Company. Walter is connected with his father in 
the manufacture of concrete stone and also doing contracting. Alma D. is a 

graduate of the ward school. The family occupy a beautiful home which Mr. 
Peterson erected at No. 1919 South Eighth street. The family is well known 
here, the members of the household occupying an enviable position in 
the social circles in which they move. In politics Mr. Peterson is a 
republican and has served as supervisor. Fraternally he is connected with 
the Maccabees. With a nature too broad to confine his interests to one line, 

he is known as the champion of many movements which have been directly 
beneficial to the city. He is entirely free from political ambition, yet is inter- 
ested in state and national politics and by broad reading and investigation keeps 

well informed on the questions and issues of the day. He is truly American in 

that spirit which recognizes the legal equality of all mankind, the possibilities 

for development and the opportunity for advancement through the development 

and utilization of one’s innate powers and talents. 

ARTHUR W. SIEKER, M. D. 

Dr. Arthur W. Sieker is a successful medical practitioner of Franklin, Her- 

man township, carefully qualified for professional duties and since his grad- 
uation from college has remained a close student not only of the fundamental 

principles of the profession but of the trend of modern thought along the line 

of medical and surgical practice. He was born in Herman township, October 

2, 1872, and is a son of William F. Sieker, who is a well known and prosperous 

business man and a farmer of Herman township, an extended sketch of whom 

appears on another page of this volume. 

At the usual age Dr. Sieker began his education as a district-school pupil 
and later he attended and graduated from the Mission House College of Frank- 
lin, in 1894. After teaching school for a few years he determined upon the 

practice of medicine as his life work and entered the Milwaukee Medical Col- 

lege and later was graduated from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 

Chicago on the 18th of April, 1900. For a year thereafter he was assistant to 

Dr. H. Schaper of Kiel, Wisconsin, and on the rst of July, 1901, he came to Frank- 

lin where he opened an office and has since remained. He is a member of both 

the County and State Medical Societies and thus keeps in touch with the onward 
march of the profession. He belongs to the German Reformed church and his 

life is an upright and honorable one which has gained for him high regard, 

while his professional skill has won for him a liberal patronage.
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G. H. STANNARD, M. D. : 

Dr. G. H. Stannard is one of the popular physicians of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
where he is engaged in the practice of his chosen profession as physician and 
surgeon. His offices are located at 906 North Eighth street in that city and his 
residence at 928 North Sixth street. He was born at Armstrong’s Corners, Fond 

du Lac county, this state, April 7, 1876, his parents being Henry and Eunice 

(Bryant) Stannard. His paternal grandfather, Captain Erastus Stannard, who 

was a veteran of the Civil war, commanding Company B, Twenty-seventh Wis- 
consin Volunteer Infantry, suffered death upon one of the battlefields of the great 
American conflict. The family of Henry Stannard is of English extraction, 
having emigrated to this country generations ago, settling in the New England 
states. In 1848 Henry Stannard removed from New York and established his 

home near Greenbush in Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin. During the Civil 
war he enlisted as a volunteer and after a brief period of service as a soldier 
he was brought home in what was supposed to be a hopeless and dying condi- 

tion, from which, however, he eventually recovered and reenlisted in the serv- 

ice, being upon his reenlistment commissioned to service at office work. Upon 

the close of the war he engaged in the mercantile business, in which he con- 

tinued for a number of years. Later he closed out his interests in the merchan- 

dise establishment, and is now living a retired life at Greenbush. In politics he 

has always been a devoted and loyal member of the republican party and by that 
party has been elected as supervisor and chairman of the town board and also 
has been honored by election to the state assembly. His wife passed out of 

q this life June 11, 1907, and is buried in the family lot in Greenbush cemetery. 
She was a sister of General George E. Bryant, who at one time served as ad- 
jutant general of the state of Wisconsin and also was honored by election to 
office as the lieutenant governor of Wisconsin. He was one of the well known, 

_ highly respected and influential men in the councils of his party in both national 

and state affairs. 
Dr. G. H. Stannard was reared in his parents’ home and received his element- 

ary education in the country schools of his birthplace and also in the graded 
public schools of Greenbush. He afterward entered the State Normal School 

of Oshkosh, graduating from that institution in the year 1895. Immediately 

following his graduation he was engaged as a traveling salesman for the North- 

western Yeast Company of Chicago. During the year 1900 he took up the study 
of medicine and after thorough preliminary preparation he entered as a student 

in the medical department of the Marquette University and there completed the 

* required course of studies in the science of medicine, graduating from that in- 

stitution with the degree of M. D. in the class of 1904. Immediately following 
his graduation he located in the city of Sheboygan, where he has since continued 

in the successful practice of his profession. 
On the 1st of June, 1904, at Greenbush, Wisconsin,.Dr. Stannard was united 

in marriage to Miss Maud Thackeray, a daughter of John and Mary Thackeray. 

Her father is a native of England and emigrated to this country in 1850 in one 
of the old-type sailing vessels, the journey requiring a period of seven weeks. 

Upon reaching this country he located upon a farm at Greenbush, Fond du Lac 

county, Wisconsin, where he has since continued to live. His wife died at her
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old home at Greenbush in the year 1879 and her body was interred in Greenbush 
cemetery. John Thackeray is now living retired in the village of Greenbush. 
To Dr. and Mrs. Stannard one child has been born, Donald Thackeray. 

Dr. Stannard gives his political allegiance to the republican party. Fra- 
ternally he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Knights of Pythias, while prcfessionaily he is connected with the American, 
State, District and County Medical Associations. His religious faith is indicated 
by his membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. Dr. G. H. Stannard, 
since first establishing himself in the practice of medicine in Sheboygan, has 
met with deserved and gratifying success, and as his work as a surgeon and 
general practitioner is proficient, he is recognized as well qualified to Le en- 
trusted with the sacred interests of the health of the people. 

OTTO W. MUELLER. 

Otto W. Mueller is conducting a profitable and growing business as a whoie- 
sale dealer in liquors of Sheboygan.. He was born on May 27, 1875, and is a 
son of William Mueller, a native of Saxony, Germany, who emigrated to America. 

. He was a mason by trade, having familiarized himself with that line of work 
in Germany, but when he came to America he turned his attention to farm labor. 

The journey across the Atlantic was made in company with his mother and Wil- 

helmina Grossmann, whom he afterward married. When he ceased to work as 

a farm hand he entered the employ of the K. Schreier Brewing Company of 
Sheboygan, with whom he remained for a quarter of a century, his capability, 
efficiency and fidelity being indicated in his long connection with that house. 
Both he and his wife have now passed away. In their family were four children : 

Minnie, the wife of Charles Camusius, of Sheboygan, by whom she has six 
children; Otto W.; Augusta, who is the widow of Albert Gollhardt and has six 

children; and William, deceased. 

Otto W. Mueller acquired a public-school education and afterward learned 

the molder’s trade. Subsequently he went to Chicago and for a time worked 
in a hotel in that city but later returned to Sheboygan. After a brief period 
however, he removed to Plymouth, Wisconsin, where he was employed in a hotel 

in the fall of 1893. In 1895 he returned to Sheboygan on account of the death 
of his father and for two years was employed in the leading hotel of this city. 

He then embarked in business on his own account in 1900, engaging in the sale % 

of liquors near the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad depot, and still conducts 

this place. On the 15th of December, 1910, he purchased another location and 

also does business now at 615 North Eighth street, engaging in the wholesale’ 

trade. His business has developed along substantial lines and his trade is now 
bringing him a gratifying annual income. 

On the 2d of August, 1899, Mr. Mueller was united in marriage to Miss 

Elizabeth Scherr, whose parents were natives of Germany. Mr. and Mrs. 

Mueller have become the parents of two children, Madeleine and Stanley, both 

at home. Although absent from the city for a brief period Mr, Mueller has
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practically spent his entire life in Sheboygan and has a wide acquaintance here, 

especially among the German-American residents of the county seat. He is a 
reliable and enterprising business man, building up his trade along legitimate 
lines, and his success is the outcome of his close application and persistency of 

purpose. 

JOHN A. JUNCK, M. D. 

Dr. Junck is one of the successful resident practicing physicians of She- 

boygan and is also secretary and treasurer of the North Side Drug Company of 

that city. His offices have been located at the corner of Twelfth street and 
Michigan avenue since 1900 and his residence at 426 Huron street. He was born 
in the city of Sheboygan, May 16, 1872, and is the son of Martin and Emma 
Junck. His father emigrated to America from Recklinghausen, Rhine Province, 
Prussia, in 1848. On reaching Sheboygan he became an employe of one of the 

large sawmills of that city and later he became the proprietor of a contracting 
and building business of his own, in which he continued for the remainder of 
his life. His death occurred on the 7th day of May, 1911, at the age of eighty- 

six years. He was buried in the family lot, in the North Side Catholic ceme- 

tery. To Mr. and Mrs. Junck the following children were born: Lucie, the 
widow of Charles Yokum, residing in Sheboygan; Ottilie, the wife of Lawrence 

Gottschalk, who is engaged in the grocery business in Sheboygan; Ida, the wife 

of Kosmos Kistner, engaged in the bakery business; Emma, the wife of John 

Weinkauf, a retired grocer; Edmund, a partner in the Sheboygan Woodwork- 

ing Company; Dr. John A., of Sheboygan; Otto, engaged in the plumbing 

business in Sheboygan; Agnes, the wife of Joseph Jetzer, engaged in the retail 

butcher business; and Anton, by trade and occupation a plumber. 

Dr. John A. Junck received his early education in the public schools in the ~< 

city of Sheboygan, completing his elementary education at fourteen, after which 

he became an apprenticed carpenter, continuing in that occupation until he per- 

fected his knowledge of the trade which he afterward followed for a period of 

four and one half years, during which time he also became a student of the Uni- 

versity of Indiana. During his student years he was enabled to meet his college 

and university expenses by working at his trade during the interims of the school 

periods, giving his time largely to his studies in the winter time of each season 

up to his graduation, which occurred in 1900 at the University of Indiana, from 

which he was graduated with the degree of M. D., in the class of that year. Im- 

mediately following his graduation in medical studies he returned to his native 

city and established himself in the general practice of medicine and surgery and 

in his chosen vocation he has met with continued and gratifying success. Dr. 

Junck in addition to his professional business is the secretary and treasurer of 

the North Side Drug Company, of Sheboygan and a member of the board of 

directors of that corporation, which is in every way a high-grade and prosperous 

commercial house. 

Dr. Junck was united in wedlock to Miss Lydia Albers, June 3, 1905. Mrs.
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Junck is the daughter of Captain W. T. and Mathilda Albers. Her father is a 
veteran of the Civil war, having served in the Thirty-fifth Iowa Company, of 
Volunteer Infantry. He entered the service as first lieutenant and was honor- 

ably discharged at the close of the Civil conflict as brevetted captain of the com- 
pany in which he enlisted. He passed away on January 21, 1903, at the age of 

sixty-three, and his remains were interred in the family lot in the North Side 
Catholic cemetery. 

To Dr. and Mrs. John Junck three children have been born: Willis, Myrtle 
and Vivian, all of whom are still under the parental roof. Dr. Junck is inde- 
pendent in politics, giving his support to the measures and to the men who repre- 
sent, to his mind, the best interests of the people. He is a member of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, a member of the Knights of Columbus and also of the 

Catholic Knights. 

Dr. John A. Junck as a resident of the city of Sheboygan has reversed the 
ancient tradition that “a prophet is not without honor save in his own country,” 

by establishing himself in the practice of his profession in the city of his birth 
and in which he grew to maturity and where he has spent the major portion of 
his life. Returning to his native home he at once opened his office and entered 
upon his chosen vocation, as physician and surgeon. From the beginning of his 
professional career he has continued to grow in the good-will and confidence of 

his early associates and enjoys the reputation of being one among the successful 
physicians of his native city. His practice having steadily increased from the 
beginning has long since reached the proportions of a professional business which 

commands his entire time and attention. He is deeply interested in all measures 
calculated to advance the moral and educational betterment of the people in his 

county and state. - 

LEOPOLD GUTSCH. 

Leopold Gutsch, deceased, was the father of Dr. Otto John Gutsch of She- 

boygan. He was a native of Baden, Germany, in which country he was born 

December 20, 1818. He emigrated to the United States in 1847, coming direct 
from the fatherland to Sheboygan City, Wisconsin, where in company with his 
twin brother Francis he established himself in the brewing business. The first 
plant was established in a small frame building and some years later the brothers, 
Leopold and Francis, erected a large brick building suitable for their business on 

the corner of North Water street and New York avenue, where they were en- 
gaged for many years in a very prosperous and extensive business. In 1878 

Leopold Gutsch purchased his brother’s interest in the business and thereafter 

conducted the plant as sole owner and proprietor until 1885. During that time 
he sold his entire establishment together with its good-will and stock to his 
son Adolph, after which he retired from active work. 

Mr. Gutsch in the year 1849 was united in marriage, in Sheboygan, to Miss 

Barbara Brechtel, who was a native of Baden, Germany, and a schoolmate of 

Mr. Gutsch in the days of his youth. Immediately upon her arrival in Sheboy- 
gan, by prearranged plans on the part of herself and Mr. Gutsch, they were 
united in wedlock. Their wedding has the dictinction of having been the first
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German wedding in the city of Sheboygan. During all the years of her married 
life she was a faithful wife and a devoted mother. Her earthly pilgrimage came 

to a close in the year 1888 and some years later her husband, Leopold Gutsch, 

passed to the Land Beyond. The later years of his life were spent in the home 

of his youngest son. Leopold Gutsch was a man of unusual business ability 
and by continuous application he had the satisfaction of seeing his business, 

which was started in a very modest way, develop into one of the important brew- 

ing establishments of northeastern Wisconsin. He was a man universally es- 

teemed by his fellow associates, strictly honest in all matters of business, friendly 
and considerate in his regard for others, to whom he often extended a helping 
hand in the battle of life, a loyal husband and a faithful father and his memory 

is cherished as among the most valuable assets of the family history. 

ADOLPH FRED GUTSCH. 

: Well known and prominent. among the German-American residents of She- 

boygan was Adolph Fred Gutsch, who for many years was extensively and 
successfully engaged in the brewing business. He was born in the city where 
his entire life was passed, his birth there occurring September 17, 1858. He 
was a son of Leopold Gutsch, a native of Baden, Germany, who was born De- 

cember 20, 1818, and in 1847 emigrated to the United States, making his way 
at once to Sheboygan. Here he embarked in the brewing business in partner- 

ship with his twin brother, Francis. They began in a small frame building bui 
as their patronage increased sought more commodious quarters, removing to the 

corner of North Water street and New York avenue, where they- erected large 

brick buildings and carried on an extensive business. The partnership was con- 

tinued until 1878, when Leopold Gutsch bought out his brother’s interest and 
remained as sole proprietor of the brewery until 1885, when he sold out to his 

son, Adolph, and retired from active life. 

; In Sheboygan, in 1849, Leopold Gutsch married Barbara Brechtel, who 

was also a native of Baden. They were schoolmates in youth and were mar- 
ried immediately after her arrival in Sheboygan, according to a prearranged plan. 

Fe This was one of the first German weddings in the city. Mrs. Gutsch passed 

away in the year 1888, after which Leopold Gutsch lived with his youngest son 
ey to the time of his death. 

Nagel Adolph Fred Gutsch spent his youthful days in Sheboygan, was educated in 
_ the schools here and learned the brewing business with his father, becoming 

- familiar with the same in principle and detail. He continued in his father’s em- 

ploy until 1885, when he purchased the business, of which he became sole 

owner. Under his management the undertaking prospered. The business was 

conducted under the name of the Gutsch Brewing Company, and close applica- 
tion, enterprise and careful management brought to Mr. Gutsch a gratifying 
measure of success. -He was married to Miss Charlotte Henschel, a daughter 
of Charles B. Henschel, also one of the early residents of Sheboygan, and they 
hecame the parents of four children: Alfred, Aurelia, Esther and Alma. The 

death of Adolph Fred Gutsch was the occasion of deep regret to the many 

,
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friends whom he had won during a ‘lifetime spent in Sheboygan, where his 
sterling traits of character had gained for him the high regard of those with 
whom he came in contact. 

A. C. HAHN, : 

It is only the lower ranks of life that are crowded. As one passes beyond ; 
the starting point the competition is less and success more easily achieved. It te 
is the determination to go beyond the average that leads men out of humble con- 
ditions and into larger undertakings and to success, and the life record of A. C. ee 
Hahn shows that he possesses the spirit of determination in large measure. With a 
it is coupled unfaltering energy and the ability to plan and perform, and it is _ 3 
therefore not a matter of marvel that he has gained a position of distinction — oo 
among the representatives of industrial and manufacturing interests in Sheboy- 
gan as the secretary and treasurer of the Phoenix Chair Company. He assumed 

his present connection with the business in 1903, ten years after his arrival in 
this city. He was born at Pigeon Lake Sawmills in Manitowoc county, Janu- © 
ary 13, 1875, and was therefore a youth of eighteen when he established his 
home in Sheboygan. His parents were William and Susanna Hahn, whose ie 
long residence in this part of the state made them widely known. The father ¥ 
came from Prenzlau, Germany, to America in 1860. He became connected with é 
the firm of Hamilton Brothers, lumber dealers, and on leaving that employ se- z 

. cured a position with the Freiberg Lumber Company. Subsequently he oper- 
ated sawmills in different parts of the state until disabled by an accident for Ri 
further work of that character. He later became proprietor of a hotel which 

he conducted in addition to managing other business affairs. He died in 1891 a 
_at the age of forty-seven years, and was long survived by his wife, who passed 

away March 1, 1909, at the age of fifty-nine years. Fe 
In a district school A. C. Hahn began his education and afterward was a by 

pupil in the high school at Kiel, Wisconsin, and still later in the high school at te 
Brillion. He was seventeen years of age when he left the schoolroom and took 
his place in business circles, feeling that it was incumbent'that he provide for 
his own support. He began learning the hardware, steam-fitting and tinning 
business at Brillion, where he remained until he had completed his apprentice- 
ship. About that time the family removed to Sheboygan and A. C. Hahn se- 
cured a position with the Crocker Chair Company. In 1893, however, he en- val 
tered the employ of the Dillingham Manufacturing Company, working in the 
lumberyard, in the shipping room and in the factories. An accident, however, - 
caused him to abandon that position, at which time he entered upon a com 

mercial course of study. In 1894 he established a life insurance agency and la’ 
accepted a position in the office of the registrar of deeds. In 1896 he became 
bookkeeper for the Columbia Shoe Company of Sheboygan and served in that — ‘ 
capacity until the fall of 1898, when he entered into active relations with the 
Phoenix Chair Company as bookkeeper, his capability soon being manifest and _ 
winning him promotion. Gradually he was advanced from one position to an 

other and, making himself familiar with all of the essential details of the busi- 
ness, he was therefore well qualified to assume the responsibilities of hi pre sent. 

: . ae = oe a 
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position when chosen secretary and treasurer in 1903. This is one of the most 
important industrial enterprises of Wisconsin and in fact is the largest of the 

kind under one roof in the world. Their factories are splendidly equipped, their 
salesrooms display the latest and most attractive designs and their output, be- 
cause of its excellent workmanship, will stand the hard test of time. 

In his political views Mr. Hahn is a republican and fraternally is well known, 
being a Knight Templar Mason, a member of the Benevolent Protective Order 
of Elks and also a member of the Knights of Pythias lodge. He resides at No. 
327 Niagara street, where is located the old homestead of the family. In this 
age of colossal interests and marked intellectual energy the prominent and suc- 

cessful men are those whose abilities and courage lead them into large under- 

takings and prompt them to assume the responsibilties and labors of leaders 
in their respective vocations. Success follows as a logical sequence of close ap- 
plication, undaunted perseverance and careful adjustment and control of the 
various elements that form’ features in every business undertaking, and reason- 
ing back from effect to cause it is evident that A. C. Hahn, one of the leading 

and prominent business men of Sheboygan, possesses all of the essential qualities 

that enable one to leave the ranks of the many and stand among the successful 

few.
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