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History of the Fublic Library Building.
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In the year 1904 and for several years prior thereto,there exiéted in the
city of Wausau a public libfary,supported by small private donations in
the way of money and books,which since 1897 received also an annual appro=
priation foom the city,varying from § 600.00 to $§ 1750 . For over three
years it occupied the north west room on the second floor of the Court House
| by the courtesy of the County Board of'Marathog County,free of rent,then it
was removed to the basement of the 1. National Bank of wausau,from whence
it was taken in thé fall of the year 1904 to the store building of A.W.
Wiechmann on the corner of Fourth and Jefferson Strs. where it remained
until April 1907 ,when it was established in its present quarter, |

The'President of the Library Board Mr . E. C. Zimmermann having been
elected in the charter election of that year as}Mayor, resigned then as
a member of the Boardfand appointed Mr. Louis Marchetti to fill the vacan=
cy ,who was thereupon elected as president of the Board,

The condition of the library as an educational and porular institu=
tion at that time wes not very encouraging and the prospect for immediate
imrrovment not #ery bright. The rent, salaries and other running expenses
consumed much of the already too meagre allo.ance/leaving but a trifling
amount for books to say nothing of the want of space for the reding public.

Under these circumstances the Library Board made energetie efférfs
to obtgin.the funds for the erection of a building,large enough to meet the
estimated grdwing dmands of the growing population,and dufable enough to
prevent repairs and alterations for & long-time to come,

On July 1. 1904 the Library Board consisted of the following persons:

Mr. Louis Marchetti Pres. Mrs.. D. L. Plumer Vicé Pres.

¥Yrs. Mary Dickens Secty. Mr. 4. G. Flieth’ Treas.

and Mrs. Helen Van Vechten, Mrs. Eva Quaw , Mr. Eugene B. Thayer,
L ]



F. W. Genrich, Mr. Joseph Ripczinski, and Mr. Carl Mathie ex officio. member
as Supt. of Public Séhools, Trustess. A

In order to obtain the funds and make progress, the President of the
Library Board called together a number &f citizens for that purpose, where
|a committee was appointed of which he was made a member, apd the committee a
lacting through the President of the Library Board presented to the City
Council on the 5th. day of July 1904, a petition; securely bound, signed by
a clear majority of all the voters of the city, each signer giving number of
residsence and stréet, requesting the city council to enact the following -
ordinance, to wit:

( First Ordinance )

" Whereas Mr. Andrew Carnegie has offered to donate to the city of Wausau
the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars for the ersction of a publié library
building in said city on the condition that a suitable site be furnished and
and the city appropriate the sum of twenty five hundred dollars anually for
the maintenaince thereof,

Now therefore, it is‘hereby ordaihed and resolvsd as follows:

Sectioh 1. The said offer of Mr. Andrew Carnegie is hereby aécepted upon the
conditions above stated, and the city of Wausau in consideration therefore
hereby obligates itself by this ordinance to levy and hereby levies an annual
tax to be collected in the general tax roll of the city of Wausau, the sum
of twenty five hundred dollars each year, comencing with the year 1904, and
each suceeding year for the support and maintenaince of such public 1ibrary;
fand thq proper officérs of said city are directed to include such levy in thé.
tax roll for the year 1904, and each sﬁceeding year, and to pay such amount

to the LIbrary Board of said city each year."




pection 3. This resolution shall not become effective until a proper site
Eor‘éuCh building shall have been donated and.cohveyed to the city of Wausau
free of charge and expence to the city.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect from and after its passage and

publication and the acceptance by the proper city authorities of the site as
provided in the proceding section." o fl rAimace cous 2o alH =

Thus the proposed library building was brought one step nearer to a
realization, but much remained yet to be done before it became effective.

The ordinance was to be of no effect unless:

1. A site was provided free of expence to the city.
2. The proposed site must be approved by the city council.

’

The second éondition was demanded by the council, to prevent the locatiow
h? the building in a place unduly favoring one part of the city at fhé ox -
perice of another. |

It was soon discovered,that a desirable site which would meet with the
approval of the council, could not be acquired for a sum less thah five
thousand dollars, and it became thereforse nedessary to raise at least such

an amount by popuiar subscription, which ardurbus work was undertaken by the

citizens committee the President of the Library Board acting as Chairman of

baid committee, and finally accomplished later to wit:

-




October 3 th.1904,Honorablé Walter Alexander made an offer to the city of
Wausau to donate to it certain real estate for park purposes,situated in
the heart of the city,being the homestead (while he lived) of the pioneer
of Jwausau,the Hon. wWalter D. Mc. Indoe and his esteemed widow Mrs. Katherine
Me. Indoe,which offer is receited fully in the ordinance which wa.s adopted
and which reads as follows:

( Park O rdinance)

" The Common Counéil of the city of Wausau do ordain as follows:
Whereas,on October 3 th. 1904 Mr. Walter Alexander made to the city of
Wausau & proposition as follows: October 3 th.1904°

To the Mayor and Common Council of.the city of wausau.
The undensigned makes this following proposition : He will deed to the city
of Wausau lots 6,5 and 4 of block 3 of thé original plat of the city of
Wausau for the following purposes and under the following canditions:

The city of Wwausau is to acquire by purchase or otherwise lots
1,2 and 8 of block 3 aforesaid,and to name fhe property so aquired ,being -
lot 1,2, 3 ,4,5 and 6 of said block 3 ythe Mc. Indoe Fark,which shall
forever be khown by that name and be used as and for a public park- only, .
To be kept up ,used and cultivated as a park at public expense,and that
no building ever be erected thereon except & public library building. "

On the acceptance of thisproposition by a suitable resolutioh
adopted by the Mayor and Common Council of the city of Wausau,and the
aquisition of said lots 1,2 and 3 by said city,the undersigned will convey
to the said city the title to said lots 4,5 and 6,by a good and sufficient
_ deed,and further agrees to obtain an oﬁtion to said lots 1 and 2 at a
rea:onable pricé; Said city to asquire title to lot 3 in said block

by purchase or -otherwise,

Walter Alexande'r.



"And whereas, he has since verbally increased said offer by including
with said lot 4, 5, and 6, there mentioned, the west forty feet of lot 3

and also a certain other plece contiguous thereto, and pursuant to such

offer has deposited with the city a deed of said lot 4, 5, andg, and

sald west forty feet of lot 3, énd premises contiguous thereto, the con-

sideration for which is the assuming the obligations of this resolution
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and non other.
" Now, It Is Hereby Ordained And Resolved as follows:
' Section 1. The said deed of conveyance from said Walter Alexander and

| wife to the city of Wausau be, and the same is hereby accepted.

Section 2. The city of Wausau hereby agrees and obligates itself to use,

the said premises and lot 1 and 2, and the remainder of lot 3, to be

acquired as hereinafter provided as a public park, which with lot 6 upon
which a public library is to be erectesd, shall be knoﬁn ags Mc. Indoe
Park. Noebuildings other than a library building on lot 6 shall be erec-
ted on said premises. The city agrees to establish, beautify, wmaintain V
and cuitivate said premised as a public park.

Section 3. A committee of responsible citizens having secured a subscri-

—. 3. —— -3 b - »-

ption list signed by responsible citizens of the city, pledging over
five thousand dollars, to which it is expected further pledges will be

—

added, of which § 5000.00 is to be used in purchasing additional premise$

to go with the premises hereby accepted, the said city of Wausau does
hereby agree to accept the $§ 5000.00 proceeds of said pledges and use

the same for the following purposes:

To purchase lot 1 and 2, of said block 3 for the sume of $ 3000.00 an

- S

option at that price having been obtained, and being now évailabl@,
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Tlnd further to obtain title to that portion of lot 3 not‘conveyed by

Mr. Alexander, by purchase or otherwise, as may be advisable.
Section 4. In case the 3 5000.00 above described shall be insufficient
tq pay for said lots 1 and 2 and balance of lot 3, then the said city of
Wausau hereby agrées and obligates itself to pay out of thérgeneral
funds of said city such sum as may be necessary to acquire the same.
Section 5. The said city further agrees that the owners of said premises
or any owner of any porfion thereof, have and are given the right and
privilege, unless otherwise pfovided in the aguisition, to remove from
sald premises before the city is ready to commence work thereon, this
hbwever, to be not later than May 1lst. 1906, any buildings situated there-
on and may collect rents therefnom until so removed.
Section 6. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force ffom aad
after its passage and publication.

" Adopted this 18th. day of April A. D. 19065.

" Attest, Approved,

Charles F. Beck, E. C. Zimmerman,
City Clerk. - Mayor.

On the same date the following Ordinance and Resolution was

enacted by the Mayor and City Council of Wausau:

( 2 Library Ordinance )

" The Common Council of the City of Wausau do Ordain as follows:



" Wheréas, the offer of Mr. Andrew Carnegie to donate a sum for the free

" public library building in this city was accepted by resolution of July

5, 1904, and an annual tax for its maintenaince ghare provided for such
" resolution to become effective when a proper site for such building
shall have been donated and conveyed to the city free of charge; and
" Whereas Walter Alexander has this day conveyed to the city of Wausau
" loté of block 3, of the original plat of the city of Wausau for such
" site, and -has also‘convéysd certain other property for a public park,
" Now, It Is Hereby Ordained and Resolved as Follows:

fSection 1. The deed of conveyance of said Walter Alexander of said prem-
" ises be and the same hereby is accepted for the use above stated.
" Séctibn 2. It is hereby declared that the conditions upon which said
|" ordinance of July 5th. 1904, is to become effective has now occured and
" the said ordinance is in full force and effect.
TSoction 5. Confirming the tax levy provided in section 1 of said ordinance
" of July 5, 1904, the said city of Wausau hereby obligates itself to
" levy and collect and hereby levies an annual tax to be collected in the

" general tax roll‘of the city of Wausau in the sum of two thousand
" £five hundred dollars ($2500.00) each year, commencing with the year
“1905,(the tax for the ysar 1904 having already been collected), and each
" succeding year thereafter, to be used for the supmort and maintenaince
" of a free pubiic library to be erected upon lot 6 block 3 of the origin-
" al plat of the said city out of funds agreed to be donated by
" Mr. Andrew Carnegie, an& the proper officers are hereby directed to in-
" clude such levy in the tax roll for the year 1205, and each succeeding
" year, and to pay such amount to the library board of this city each

" year.




" Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from aad"
" after its passage and publication." ,
" Adopted April i8, 1905.
Attest,

Approved,
Chas. F. Beck, '

E. C. Zimmerman

City Clerk.
‘Mayor.

With the adoption of thess ordinances the tax levy became a fact,
and also the gift of $25,000.00 from Mr. Andrew Carnegie, but the people
who now enjoy the use of the library, and soon will enjoy the park
whereon it stands have 1ittls conception of the large amount of active
and persuasive work which neeﬁed to be done, and will never fully rea-
lize it.

It wag not only the collecting of the funds, but also in aquisition
of the title to the strip of lot 3 which caused a long delay, said strip
being about 50 by 155‘feet and for which the city council fifally paid
the sun of threé thousand dollars,in order to obtain the land by purchase
raying therefore the saﬁe price which was paid for lots 1 and 2 the
corner lots in said block which have 70 by 90 streét front , and also
another small strip alomg Washingtqn St.,not being exactly a part of
the street nor a part of the lots.

The funds and the real estate having been secured at last, the
Library Board lost no time in asking for plaﬁs; several were presented,
and on the 23nd. day of July 1905 after many meetings and deliberations,
the planc of Mr. George W. Maher was adopted, and some slight changes
having been deasmed desirable, the notice tocontractors was issued

Sentember 28, 1905.




After the plan was adopted Mrs. Helen Van Vechten and Mr. E.B. Thayer. -
resigned as merbers of the Board having up to this time faithfully taken
part in all the prelimanry work in full harmany with the Board,and theivy
resignation was wholly caused or propmted from business reasons.

At about this time,Mr. S. B. Tobey having succeeded lir. Carl Mathie
as Supt: of Pub. Schools,took his place on the Library Board in Sept.1905
and so did llrs. C. W. Harger and Mr. C. E. Turner in place of Mrs. Van
Vechten and iir. E. B. Thayor,and'tho Library Board so constituted with the
sane persons as officers remained without change until the first Monday
in July 1908.

| At a meeting on the 27th. day of September 1205,the Libra-
ry Board through its president appointed the following building committee
with power and authority in the premises which served until the comple-

tion and acceptance of the building to wit:

r. H. G. Flieth, Mrs. D. L. Plumer and Mr. C. E. Turner.

On October 18 th. 1905 the representative of lr. AndfeW"Carnegie
wae notified by letter that the contracts were let,and requested for in-

formation as to the manner of drawing the grant.

The following letter was received in response thereto to wit:

|
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Home Trust Company,
Hoboken N. J.
R. A. Franks, Pres.
| October 24th. 1905.
Dear Madam:

I am in receipt of yours of the 18th. inst. aléo plans and spec =
ifications of proposed building, which is entirely satisfactory, provided
they can be carried out for the amount at your disposal.

My letter March 3rd. 1905 addressed to Mr. Louis Marchetfi, fres.
gives full direction as to the method of procuring funds on account of
Mr. Carnegies grant of $ 25,000.00.

A Very truly yours,
R. A. f‘rank‘s.
Mrs. Mary Dickens,

Sec. Library Board,

Wausau, Wis.

It should be remembered that the building was begun at a time when
the'country ehjoyed a high degree of prosperity, when material and labor
was as high as it ever had been if it ever was as high, and that the cost
‘| of building was thereby somewhat snhanced over prices ruling several yéar
previous thereto.

The building conmittee let the main contract to Messrs. Miller
and Krause of Wausau for the building proper, the heating to Messrs.
Wheeler & Son,the plumbing to Messrs’ Hett Bros. and the ornamenting to

Gimbel Bros. of Milwaukes.
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The contracts for lighting and furtiture were later made, the stakes were
bought from the "lUetal Art Construction Co." the shelving ordered from

|the firm of Janke and Weisse of Wausau, and the furniture was manuf-
actured by the Curtis & Yale Compény of Wausau. The wiring was done by
Runtz and Rood and the lamps bought from the "Nearnest Lamp Co% , the
carpet from the Livingstone Mercantile Co., the marble work was contracteJ/
to Hawes, Dodd & Co. and some smaller contracts were given out before

the building was completed.

The basement was not contemplated to be finished when the contract
was let but it was determined to finish that also and make it fit for
occupancy.for any purpose it might be needed, and Miller and Krause were
vehgagad to do it, and when the building was ready for occupancy every
part and nook‘and corner of the building was complete as it is now.

The building cémmittee labored faithfully, making the besy of
contracts, watching the work as it progressed, reported diligently to the
Library Board, and the Board in return supported the committee unanimouslr
in every thing done.

" The acting chairman of the citizens committes having in charge the
raising of funds, worked equally faithfull during the whole time, raising
and collectlng by subscriptions up to July 1, 1907, the sum of $8103.12,
to which several hundered dollars were added after July 1, 1907.

' The building was now complete and it was determined Ey the Library
Board to dedicate the building with proper ceremonies on the 3rd. day of
April 1907, and the president was dirscted to take full charge of the
dedicating exercises.

In as much as it is improboble that another library will be dedi-
cated within the life of this generation, and as this was the first build=
ing of that kind in Wausau, erected under difficulties which no one knows

or understandfexept those who had the matter in charge, it may be worth
while if only to preserve them in memory to make the following record
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of the exercises had:
The books had been moved into the building and on the 3 th. day of

April the dedication was had and took this form:
( Dedication )

At ten o' clock the hour set for the beginning of the ceremonies,the
spacious floor space was comfortably fillied; among the many att endarts
was Miss Lutie F., Stearms Secretary of the State Free Library Commission,
who congratuled the Board on the accomrlishment of what it‘had set out to

do. |

‘After mutual exchange of greetings,the assembly became quite,and then
Mr. John Miller' of the firmm of Miller and Krause chief contractors ,
gstepped forward ,and in a few well chosen words turned the building overr
to the Library Board by delivering the keyes to the President.

In sccepting the same the President said:

We aceept' the building and in doing so the Board thanks you for the

- fidelity with which you have carried out your contract;our relations with
you have been pleasant and agreeable during the ihole time the_building
was in process of erection. The building itself stands as a monument to
your capacity and honesty as contractors ad buildres,and you have by

your work,earned this public testimonial .

Reverend E., M. Thompson
Pastor of the St. John's Episcopal Church then in a fervid-rand solemn
prayer invoked divine aid to the end that the library wold always Be

true to its mission as an educational institution to the glory of God
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and for the welfare of mankind,.

L}

Immediately after the close of the invocatien, the powerful accords
of Beethoven's grand anthem * The Heaven are telling the Glory of God’
sounded through the space, sung by the Wausau Liederkranz with splendid

intonation., Mr, Gustav Muell er acting as conductor,

The audience was yet under the inspéro.tion of the invocation of

Rev, 'Thompson and the grand Choral when,

The President of the Library Board rose and said:

' Thig mansion has been constructed and completed for the reception of the
public library of the city of Wausau, and in the name of the people of
Wausau whose trustees we are, we dedicate it to public use for the
purposes for which it was erected,

Efter years of.wanderings the public library has now found a per-
manent abode, Here the best thoughts of the human mind are to be collected
end preserved for the benefit of our people, May visitors and patrons
~t¢ké away from the8 building only good‘and wholesome ideas; may nothing
Yut the best of influences ever emanate from this mansion, so that it
may alwéys remain am:ornament to its donors; may it ever be an aid to
culture, to education, to refinement, and & help in building up character
and integrity in men,

' MNay its reading rooms ever be used by mtudents in a receptive mood,
willing to profit by the writings of the great men wéb-have ﬁnselfishly

labored for the human race,
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And as we look towards the rising sun,so may our city rise in civic virtue
and may we always remember that our own individual - wellfare is closely

interwoven with the wellfare of all of our citizens.
ReV., Dr. N, S. Wwilson

then closed the ceremony with an eloquent address,ref erring to the
advantages to be derived from & good pubiic library,the use to be made by
people of small as well as large means, closing with & solemn prayer,asking
the blessing of God upon the generous donors,naming Mr. Andrew Carnegie

the rrinciral one, upon the library and the people of Wwausau.

With this closed the formal dedication, and after a few more songs
by the Waussu Liederkranz,the Ladies of the Library Board ,asisted by the
Ladies ‘Literary Club,held a reception during tﬁe remainder the day,
wellcoming the himdreths of people whd v;ewed the building,which occassion
was enlivened by songs and music by the High School choir and orchestra,

and by the serving of delicate ,light refreshments.

Evening Celebration.

The Common Council of the @ity 6f vausau assembled in the evening at the
City Hall,from whence they proceeded in a body to the Library,His Honor
the Mayor 1eading;after viewing the building and library,they repaired
in & body to the Opera House andtook the seats reserved for theme
In spite of the unpl easant and threatming wheather the Opera
House was nearly filled to its capacity .
On the sta?t were seated the speakers and the High School Choir, and

thé Ladies of the Library Roard and Librarianfoccupied the main box,

The orchestra played the"Martha " 0vertp/ure and when the last sound
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had died away, the President stepped forward on the stage and asked the
agsembly to sing " America."

The whole audience rosé as one person, and led by.the:orchestra,
joined in singing the beautiful national anthem with fire and will. The
song being concluded, and the audience seated, the first address was
delivered as follows by Fresident Louis Marchetti:

Ladies and Gentlémen:

Civilization ianisconsin is a plant of recent growth, It is
within the memory of living men, that the large area of this state lying
north of Portage City was uninhabited by, and almost unknown by the white
race,.excepting a few missionaries, who attempted to bring the gospel to
the Indians,

- Only s few bands of roving red men hunted through the dark forests,
which streched .from the lower Wisconsin up to the great lake, and the
occagional white straggler who invaded that territory besides the mission-
ary, was either a trapper or fur trader, not much above the Indian in
his mode of life, |

And it is mly sixty years since the pioneer established himself in
Wausau, perhaps on the very spot, at all events not many rods distant from
~where the library building now stands,

It is fit and proper, that the first permanent building erected in
 Wausau, which is dedicated to public use in the cause of education and the
dissemination of culture and refinement,free ffom politicak or sectarian
connections,should be erected on the very spot,forever interesting as the
rlace,where the founden of Wausau,the Honorable Walter D, Mc. Indoe
enlphasiéed his intention of making his- home,by bringing here in the unbraa
unbroken forest ,hig young bride from St. Louis,which was at that time th e
metropolis of the West,and who with a far seeing ey#,laid the foundation
for & city,where now more than fifteen thousand peortle have happy and

contented homes,a city which is destined to become the greatest inland



city in our State,

For many years the growth of Wausau was slow and uneventful, marked
by hard physical work and the privations incident to pioneer lif ey, but by
gegrees the wilderness was subdued and gave place to civilization,

With the advent of a railroad began & new chapter in the progress of
Wausau, and today, we write again a new chapter.in its history.

. The opening of & library building with a good library within, is
evidence of an awakened consciousneés of the need of higher culture, of the
perception which manifests itself throughout the‘masses of our people, that
the humen race needs for its well being, food for the mind as well as food
aﬁd clothing for the body.

What is it, that distingiiishes the cultured man from the barbarian,.
if it is not his education, his mental and moral training, which broadens
his mind, which teaches him to mske those needful thihgs, which tend to
lengthen his 1life and make it more comfortable; which enlarges tpe sphere.
of his affection, and instructs him in those duties and,responsibilities,
which are justly demanded of him,‘as the superior being in the creation.

Man is superior to and distinguished from all other .living creatures
'especially,in that to man alone is given the gift -of langusge,which is

the last seal of dignity,stamped by God upon his intelligent offspring.

It is by means of language that man advances and progresses,and there are
two kinds of languages,the spoken and the witten. The spoken language of
the master orator awayes the multitudes as nothing else can sway them,
but the effect of his oration is limited to the compass of the speskers
voice,while the thoughts of the master minds expressed in written language
by means of the printing press,speak to the millions living,and the
multitudes yet unborn., And it is ih libraries where the written language
is preserved,it is the library which treasures up the wisdom of the past

and compiles the wisdom of our days,
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When the ancient civilization of Rome was buried under the ravaging
‘march of barbaric tribes,whfn the cultivdted fields of Farope were
laid waste and the tillers of the sail were force to flee like wild beass
into the forests and marches to escape extermination,there yet remained
the roots of the destroyed civilization in the shape of written parchment
frqm.which sprang in time a new and better civiiization,better, because whis
le acting on the wisdom of the past,it profited by avoiding its errors.,

With the discovery of the new world so called,‘the white race spread
over'this continent, slow#iy at first under adverse circumstancés, having'to
conquer the wilderness step by step, until it spresad from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, everywhere clearing, planting,, cultivating, building houses,
erecting schools and churches and founding cities.

Man is created to live in society, in close communioﬁ with his fellow
men; he would not have been given the gift of language if it were otherwise,

The wonderful inventions in mechanical arts, the astonishing discover-
ies in all branches of science,, were only possible by associations of

men in cities, where one trade or profession helps to donquer the diffi-
culties encountered by other professions,, each supporting the other to the
advantage of them all,

‘Hence the growth of cities, the growth of industrial life, and the
immeasurable greater comfort, which mankind now enjoys, when compared to
the lack of comforts in past centuries,

But this clustering together pf large numbers of‘péople on & small
area‘has its draw backe; it tends to foster unhealthy sanitary conditions
and squalor, and misdirected social upheavals, which &8 & natural conse-
gquence, breed misery and crime,

qu these and many other reasons it becamesthe first duty of an en-
lightened sociefy fo countéract the evils which are apt to grow in thickly
settled communltles and the best way to attain good resultstnthat respect

is to act upon the principl e, that an ounce of prevention is better than
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8 ton of cure.

One of the best means to that end is,to see that the masses
are housed in homes of their own,where, feeling secure in his house as
hiskcastle,the father can assemble his children around his heart stone,andh
there ,in teaching them the lesson of obediance to rarental authority,
teaches them the first lesson ih their duty of citizenship.

Fresh air,an abundance of pure and palatable water,and possible a garden

however small,surrounding such homes,good schools and clean streets are

other necessary means to that desirable ens. |

Children growing up in such surroundings will grow up clean in body and
mind;they will easily acquire the lessons thought in schools,will after=
wards choose & useful occupation,and will in time become useful members of
society ,adding by their labor to the combined wealth and comfort of the

nation /

Butlthe school.can only prépare the mind for the assimilation of that prac-
tical knowledge, which the mature man and woman must acquire, in order to
sblve the many intricate problems which will demand solution in their life,
and in the intelligent discharge of the duty of cdtizenship, andf;id them
in acquiring that knowledge is &s much the duty of society, as it is to
furnish the public school to the child.

This duty cis 8ll the more plain in our country, under our form of
government, where the people governs: themselves,, As the stream cannot rise
above its source, so will our government be, beneficient and enlightened, or
wretched and miserable, as cthe people in their wisdom or folly make it,
| Therefore‘the more advanced in thought, in intellect, thé:more tef-
ined the sence of justice is, in short the higher th»e mass of individual
stand¢d in all those noble qualities which go to make up culfure and char-
actér, the better will be our gov anment, the higher the civilization,,

and the more widespread will be the happiness and comfort of our people,.
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Tﬁe public library supplements the good work begun by the school., Not
underestimating the value of good newspapers and periodicals, still the
public 1ibr$ry has its éreat advantage in combining intellectual food with
giving hours of splendid intellectual recreation after the days work is
done. ‘

In. the language of Carltfle:

" The true unkversity of these days is & collection of books."

And in the words of Oliver Wendell Holmes:

" I look upon a library as a kind of mental chemists shop, filled
with the crystals of all forms and hues, which have come from the union of
individual thought with loeal circumstances, of universal principles.f

But to have a library makes it necessary to have a place where it cam
be housed and stored and preserved, and that is the Building we havec
opened today. i

The Board has attempted to errect a beautiful building in which to
place a library, in the hope that the outsidé may attract visitors to the
inside, that one fine building will give rise to many more, to such an
extent that our city wili become & city of beautiful and senitary homes, )
free from vice and crime so far as good surroundings can make it,

It was with this end in view, thd we'were willing to accept the_
donation of Hon. Andrew Carnegie for the building., No conditions are attshed
to the offer except the maintenance of the library itself, and whether we
accepvdér rejecs the‘donation’ Wausau would write its name down in shame
; ' instead of in pride,if it would ever pemit to let its library of over
four thousand volumes then, be scattered to the winds, wich collection
came from private and public sources, and of which there are over six

thousand volumes now.




dad the offer been sccepted mainly for the purpose of haing so much
money to spend,ostensibly féra library building but in reality for ya}ious
other purposs than the professed one,then the acceptance would be justly
subject to censure. It was given for a good purpoée, and that being so,it
was'prompted fom a good motive., In that sense ‘the money waqéccepted and
expended; It was expected that much good would come from the acceptance
and that hope is already realized,and will be still more realized in the

L

future.,

Its good effect isr‘alfeady seen by the donations from Wausau
citizens of a'sum,neérly ,if not altogether equal to the Andrew Carn egie
donation,manly by the splendid gift of the Honorable Walter Alexander,

whose name will be honored by generations yet to come,by whose gift it was
made possible for wausau to acquire an prnamental park ,a public garden,
right in the heart of the city.

This library,and the building and the Park,belong to the people of wausau
in their collective capacity,to all of them together, to no one in several
ty. Fifty thousaﬁd dollars would not reproduce the building with the
ground whereon it stands,to say nothing of the‘value of the library proper
and where is there a city in Wisconsin,exceptiﬁg Milwaukee,which can corrte

tend with Wausau when the park is cultivated &s it should be.,
That ground should be made the finest garden in the city of Wausau,

It should be made a place where the wo?king man can rest his eye with
pleasure as he goes to or returns from,daily toil;where the mother cah
take her children to give them a view of the surrounding countrj;where

she can show them the beauty of the flower buds as they orem their

blossoms after being kissed into life by the sum of heaven,where they can |
featrtheir eyes on the soft green carpet of nature,and émetimes listen °
to the melodious strains of music,inspiring lofty sentiments in their

| beeasts ,and returning to their home ,carry with them the*lsnrancé,that
manhood and womahood is esteemed at its true value in wausau ,and that

they can -bring up their children here,in the well grounded hope of
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their ability to'give them a fair start iin life.
| The Persons who have assisted the Board with their d onations ,hwveA
our heartfelt thanks,but more valuable than our gratitude can be,is their
consciousness of having aided in this great accomplishment,and the& will
always have a feeling of profound satiéfaction with themselves,when they
think of the good deed they have done.
But our work is not completed;more needs to be done,and we still request
financigl assistance,especially from those who have not yet aided us,

and we invite everybody to contribute his mite,

Having concluded,, the speaker intpoducced Mr, S. B. Tobey who spoke

*

upo n the subject of,
" The relations between the Public Library and the School,"

Address by Mr;‘S. B. Tobey.

Ladies and Gentlemsn:

| 'The noblest thougths of the purest
and sweetest souls earth has known are to be found in the library. The lof-
tiest flights of the imagination, the profoundest conceptions of truth are
preserved in book8. In them are enshrined the holiest affections of the
heart, A mine of wealth richer than any of the Klondike #s Buried there,.

Who shall open the blind eyes of children wandering unconsciously

about these heaped up treasures? Who shall cause then'to know that this is
gold,that is base metal., Who shall teach them the value of the precious
metal and inspire in them a longing to possess it? Who shallldirect that
aimless, doless, inert, lazy boy, devoid of ambition, with his hands in.
‘'his pockets, slowly dragging his weary way along the street, to thd}fountain
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of inspiration, the libary, and awsken in him a thirstfﬂr reading that shall
make him cry: '

" Oh for & booke and a shadie nooke,

| Eyther in a-&ood or ogt,

Witﬁ the grene leaves whispering overhede,
Or the streete cryes all about;
Where I may reade all at my ease,
Both of the newe and olde;
For a jollie goode booke whereon to looke,

Is better to me than golde,"

And how shall that be done? These are the questions involved in det-
ermining the relationship between the public library and the schools,

The public library is & no incoﬁsiderable adjunct to the equipment
of the school. It may be made to supplement every part of the work, He
must be & poor calculator indeed who, in summing up the forces which are fo
contribute to‘his suceess as & teacher, does not recognize the value of this
factor. The teacher who puts the child through the geography of the Sand-
wich Islands by means of the text book only may do something for him; but
the one who, in addition to this, has given him an opportunity to read
Merian M, George's Yook " A Little Journey to Hawai" or " Alices wisit to th
Hawain Islands," by Miss. Krout, has done much more, The child who hasread

one of 'these books has come to regard our new possessions as something

more than & bloch cof ink on & field of blue, In imagination he feels the

warm breath of the Pacifie on his brow, the perfume of stranée BTlossoms is
in his nostigrils; with a leis, or a garland of flowers about his neck, he
has sﬁt upon the mat,qgross legged like & turk, &t the Lauau, or picnic:
feast, has éﬁten poil with his fingers; and, at the dloée of the feast,

has joined heartily in " Hawai Ponoii"- the national hymn,.
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He has tremblingly followed the guide over the treacherous éé'ay floor of
- Kilaueau®s dreadful crater, and aqestruck and fearful,has gazed on the lake
of molteﬁ lava ,has geen its jets of flame burstforth with a hiss of fury,
and watched the fountains of fire leap high into the air and fall back
into the lake with & roar 1like th8t of the sea. He has gobe in fancy upon
one of the semi-annual trips of the'provisioh steamer to Molokai; and
.from the doorway of the hodse reserved for the visitors,has }ooked out
toward the home of the noble priest who gave sixteen years ofiigfe to the
care of the lepers,and crowned these years ‘of sacrifice withthe dreadful
g@eath which claims all who are subjected to the contaminating leprous
touch., The boy has felt a deeper sympathy kindled in his'own soul ,and
- Father Damian 1lives again in the kindlier spirit born of this noble exampg<.
-Thus through the library,geography'becomes a thing of life instead of a =
mass of statistics. _ *
The teacher of literature who keeps his rupi¥s inside the narrow
confines of the textbook vill never develop in their minds a love for the
study. What a flood of light is thrown upon the writings of Carlyle by a
knowledge of his life, With how great interest do we take up Sartor
Resartus (the tailor re=tailors) when we know thét its philosophy was
ground inﬁo his soul as,in poverty and lonliness ,with djspepsia "gnawing
like a rat at the piit of his stomach ",he fought the battle against
doubt and unbelief and conquered . With whét sincere sympathy our heart
gbes out to the man who,at the age of twenty six ,could write his brother
" I say,Jdack thou and I must never falter. iork my boy,work unwearidly., I
swear that all tﬁe miseries of this hard fight ,and ill health,the most
terrific of them all,shall never chain us down. Two fellows from & name=
less spote in Annandale shall yet show the world the pluck that is in the

Carlyles", Such brave words from such a man are lihe"a tonic, They nerve
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us to greater efforts,while our interest in and knowledge of the man inter=
gifies the attractions of his wdﬁk. I have no patience with the man who
~says that the study of biography 1is not eseential to the study of lite=
rature., Read and intempret if you can," In Memoriam" without a knoWledge
of the 1life and friendship of its author,/or the " Raven" or "The Deserted
Village" . So much of literature is made up of the deep,heart experiences
of the éuthors ,obscuré and dark unless illuminated by arknowledge of
their lives., The librafy is simply indispensable ‘to'the study of litera=
ture., '
; In the realm of history not less than in the province of literature
do we find the library of primary importance. The textbook will give the
frame work,the bare bones of historical facts ,will tell the time and
'.place of a historical event ,and possible give a hint of its historical
importance;but it remains for the iibrary to cloth the historical skeleton
with rcfundity.,dissipate its sepulchral appearance,and inspire life into
it. For the purposes of & recitation ,a high schoadl boy will learn what
his textbook can tell him about Nayroleon,and be glad whén the ordeal is
over and he has a pass mark on the teacher's record book to prove that
he knows it; but there is no exhilaration o% rleasure in the learning ,nor
will the impression upon his memory be pemanent, It is & piece of dis=
agreeable though necessary drudgery . But give him Headley' " Napoleon
and his Marschals " to read,and he follows with unflagging- interest the
career of "The Little Corporal"™ from his birth at Adjaccio,in Corsica to
his death atvst. Helena., In spirit he stands with the young captain of
.artillery before Toulon, training his guns at the fort which is the key to
the harbor and city. He is by his side as the young commander of the
Directory's forces pours grape and canister upon the insurgents,puts
down the mbb in Paris,and ,with the voice of canon ,proclaims‘law and
-order in fhe capital city. In imagination'“hefchtrges-with*the*gfeat
general‘across the bridge of Lodi to snatch glorious victory from the

hands of the Austriang, With him the scales the Alps yinvades Russia,
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joins the retreat from Moskau,and after capitulation ,captivity and escape
he charges with him the combined armies of Eurppe on the fields of
Waterloo,ad beholds with intense feeling the Imrerial Guard of Napoleon,né
never before hurled in vain upbn an enemy,now bresk against the invincible
British squares. If he has read aright he has learned that

Kl The boast of heraldry,the pomp of powér ,

" And all that beauty,all that wealth e'er gave,

" Await alike the inevitable hour. .

" The paths of glory léad but to the grave."

Fvery page,every paragraph has been charged with deep interest,and
ﬁnpressions nave been made which will never be effaced.

But to mkke the library the most useful in the field of history,literas=.
ture or science,it should be well classified and indexed. The puril should
know how to find quickly and easily whatever his library c;n furﬁish him

upon a given gopic. Time of librarian is‘well spent that is given to meknig
a dictionary catalog of the library. It is foreign to my purpose to dwell
upon that here and how,

The highest and most important aim and end of education is character,and

the best use of the library is in character building.
" Howe'er it be,it seems to me
" 'Tis only noble to be good;
" Kind hearts are more than coronets/,
"  And simple faith than Norman blood."
Who shall estimate the silent,resistless influence of a good book?

What boy or girl can read Sarah K Bolton's books &and not be better for it?

Is a boy somewhat lacking in ambition? Give him Smiles' Self Help 'or
« Mathews Getting on in the World? and if he has a spark of aspiraiion within
AANEXRITIXXREEX X XREEX T XX ABX XXX XXX XXX

nim it will be fanned into & flame,and he will feel that it is
" Better to stem with heart and hand

" The roaring tide of life,than lie
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" Unmindful ,on its flowery strand,

"  Of God*s occassions driftimg by !

" Better with naked nerve to bear

" The needles of this goading air ,

" Than ,in the lap of sensual ease,fo-rego

" The godlike power to do,the godlike aim to know."

Is he ashamed of honest toil;éive him "The Widow Calligan's Boys" and

let it teach him silently and resistlessly to

" Wbrkffor st good,be it ever so slowly,

"  Cherish some flower,be it ever so lowly

" Lébor! all labor is nobly and holy ".

We are educéting for what? To give knowledge only? A dictionary or an
encyclopedia has.vastly greater learning than the profoundest scholar,.
Children are not mere receptacles into which to pour knowledge. We are

training children? For what? That they may do something., What thing? If fh
the thing they are to do does not make fhis old world better,if}somebody's

"burdens are not made somewhat lighter ,his pathway brighter,by the doing |,
it were better never done. The world needs not so many "Mergers"™ of the

Rockefeller = Morgan type. It has too many now. It needs the Rockefeller,
the Carnegie,the Peabody, the Stout givers.

We need to train a mam not only to "paddle his own canoe",to paddle it
up stream ,and against wind and tide;but to throw a line to a weaker
brother,If we wish to make the best use of our libraries we must search
them to find that which will contribute the most to character: building,

and'put our pupils ih friendly touch with it.

" Were I so tall to reach the Fole/,

" Or grasp the ocean in my span,

" I must be meagured by my soul;

" The mind's the measure of the man",

Five thousand children in this city are to be influenced directly or in=
derectly by t his public library. They constitute the dearest treasure:
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that our citizens possess. Through the library,the fathers and mothers,the
teachers in the schools,and the librarians may wield a most potent influ=
ence for good with these children. If we are wise enough to know that boys
and girls do not have the more mature tastes ofmen and wemen,that they
are going through a progressive developement and that no amount.of forcing
upon them of books that they do not like will contribute to their stock
of knowledge or the building of noble chwracter,ﬁe shall Rhave cause in
future to rejbice,that our childien have been given the priviledge which ta
this library may confer, It is not too high an ideal,I think,that we should
desire at least one good book adapted to the age of childhood for each
child 1in this city. In no other way can vwe more wisely spend our money
than in providing for them the books which they will enjoy and the books
that will do them good and I have full,assurance'that when the teachers
in the public schools and in the parochial schools shall ask bhe Common
Council or public for geneross provisénn of books for children,they will
not ask in vain., We adults may deprive ourselves of what we will,but we sid
shall not be willing to withhold from our children that which will make

for noblest manhood and womanhood,and for the largest and happiest life.,

After theclose of thig address the High School Choir , Miss

.

Strauss dlrecting, sang a beautiful melodious song with

precision and ton quality.
The next speaker introduced was Mr, C. E. Turner who spoke on the subject

" As a man of business views the library "



(( Address of Mr. C. E., Turner,)

Mr, Chairmen, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I notte by the program I am expected
to speak as & business man, expected fo define I presume the relation: of "our
YPusiness man to our ﬁublic library. I must confess I gézgfbeen unable to
satisfactorily define that relation to myself so if I do not speak closely
to those lines I trust I may be pardoned..Being & business man,.and not.a
patent talking machine, I am conscious that whatever I shall say and how-
ever I shall say it this audience will be disposed to be lenient and not ’
critical.

A little while ago the busines men of Chiéago held a"Goodfellowship
Banquet" or a"ﬁelfare‘Banquét", and there gathered around the banquet board
that evening 2,500 of Chicago's business men, and there blazed in incan-
descent letters above and across the Speakers table thJS'motto, as indi-
cating the chief sentiment of the évening,- " There is live work for live
men, "

In ocontemplating the reopening and dedication of our Public Library,,
this gift of & business man, and in contemplating the relation of our
Business men to that public library, it would seem to me that there has
come to our business men a new and added responsibility, and again that
motto could be well- throw:fggg horizon of’the business men of Wausau,
in letters of living light,- " There is live work for live men,"

There also developed another sepntiment and another spirit at that

bangquet that is necessary for the intellectual, industrial, and cultured’

growth and progress of every city, and that was the spirit of " I will.,"
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Not only is ## ah individual's character determined and fashioned by the
kind of sentiment,but a city's progress and its prosperity is determined
and fashioned by that kind of sentiment of its citizenship,-for growth
and progress must come from within,and not from without, Carnegie may
rlant & spendid home for our Public Library,he may till the soil yhe may
rlant the seéd ,but the harvest will be what the citizenship of Wausau makes
it,and the harvest to the business men of Wausau will be in proportion

as they take advantage of its educational facilities. |

The natural condition of a state,city,nation or an individual is to

progress,is to lear;:is to grow., If there is & business man in wausau who #
is so chained to the chariot wheels of business, that has so run his pplen=
. did faculties into the one groove of business that nothing appeals to him
but the eternal chase for dollars,if the planting and building of this
splendid temple of wisdom and its objects do not appeal to him,I pity that
man ,for while he lives,and breathes and moves,he isdead to intellectual
growth and cultured sentiment., I am somewhat familiar with Wausau's
business men,and I know they will wellcome this new condition, They will
fe el proud that vWausau has at last taken her pleee besides her sister
- cities of the State of Wisconsin so far as her public library is concernéd-
I know they will profit by the broadening and widening influénces of a

well equipped Public Library,- I know théy will b€ loyal,- I know they will
be patriotic. " Breathes there a man with soul so dead, who never to him-
gelf has sakd, " This is my own my native land?" I am wondering if there
breathes a man or woman in Wausau tonight who does not feel, who does not
'realize, who does not know thdpAthe reopening and dedication of this splen=
did building, there has been added one more opprortunity to Wausau's edu-
cational advantages, And while I know that Wausau has had what she is
Pleased to tem a Free Public Library for perhaps a quarter of a century,
this is the first time in that quarter of a century‘she has had a home for

. NS
her Fublic Library that is commensuate with Wausau's pride, Wausau's



30.

smbition, Wausau's progressiveness, I know there have been hopes, I know

there have been dreams,, but this is the first time in a quarter of a

century there has come'theafulfiilment of your hores, the realization of

your dreams., It seems to me that as the years come and the years go, this
day will stand out as one of the bright days that have come to wausau, one
of the important historic days that have come to Waussau, for, with this
building, well equiped, will come increased desire for learning, increased
desire for resding, and opportunity for higher and nobler impulses of life.

To my ﬁind, this reopening of the Public Library, is the most important ev-
ent of the year;- great indeed the deliberations and actions of our City

Council,- great indeed the importance and influences of our Lecture Courdes,

great indeed the importance of the different orginizatiens of our city,

But more important‘still are thesé temples dedicated to learning., In all
ages the measures of & nations worth has been its building it has mae
dominant ,and,if that is true of a nation;s worth,may it not be true of
a city's worth? It was true in old greoian history,when all rpaths led to
the Parthenon,that temple of art and beauty,and other generations have
express ed thémselves in their cathedrals,and other civilizations have
burst into view through their fortresses and castles. But for Ameridan
civilization - ,the one thing tﬁat stands out prominently is its school
houses,its universities,its libraries;and when our country is visitéd by
foreigners ,they go back to their fatherland to say/" America worships
her school houses,her universities ,her 1?braries." That is a reputation
that this nation ought to be ,and is pfoud of., It may be that there @re
some who worship the Golden €alf ,but in some way,somehow ,there is beiﬁg
chiselled into the heart and mind of this great American people that the
things that make life worth living are the attributes of the heart,the mind

and the soul, More and more the peoplé of this gréat nation are appreciating

the value of educatioqpntil we stand before the great nations of the earth

8 veritable nation of schools,of universities,of libraries,
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I have said that I have been unable to define the particular relation
of our business men to our Fublic Library,I have been unable to separate
one class of our citizens from another and define their r.elations,for ours
is & democarcy of opportunity and the child of the business man is wellcome

to the allurements of the Public Library's threshold ,together with the
child of the washerwoman,- one is &s wellcome as the other,- each may enter
within its splendid walls to reap as best he can the educational advantags
es reéting there., Fach may cldém/as high ag he can;and anything that thress
tens fhat democracy of education ,that democracy of opportunity,threatens
the very foundations of our free institutions;but if our busine ss men's
responsibility, of citizenship is incréased,if their taxes have increﬁsed,
by virtue of this temple of wisdom,they are recompensed by the increésed
educational advantages they havevfor themselves., For I take it that a
business man should be & growing man ,and if he purposes to keep up with the
procession in these strenuous timeé,he will find it neces sary to revolu=

tionize his brain every six months if he keeps up with modern thought and -

" modern literature. But if we sweep this all to me side and gay " Business

is Business " and must be firmst,last and all the time,that it means nothing
to us,I saj without fear of contradiction,it means much to our children.
Standing as they do on the threshold of & busy life,with the battle just
ehead ,they will need all the educaiional influences that can be thrown
around them,with its wonderful resulfs. To the young man standing at the
headﬁaters of the stream of life,looking out into the future,yearning for
success,full of hopé ,with an ambition,for ought we know of & Napoleon,to
that yowmng men I would say "Pay some attention to what your earning capadty
will be . Do not fail to take advantage of the opportunities of the Publiec
Library,for your earning capacity will be #etermined largely upon what
you know, If you put your hand to the ﬁx,the srade or the shovel,you will

earn from § 1,50 to $§ 2.00 per day;but if you can put your fiﬁger upon the

" telegraph key,backed by knowledge and education,you may earn § 5.00 per

day,but if you dip your intellect into ink and give to the world something
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that it demands ,you may get for a single poem $ 1000,00 for the world stands
‘ready to pay for the genius of knowledge . I would say to the business men
as well as to every other citizen,that if this progressive step in wausag'
means nothing to you,it does mean an oprortunity at least ,for your children
to bagk in the sunlight of the world's best 1iterature;

In conclusion let me say again that it has been hard for me to tdt
falk with only one class of our citizenship in view. Indeed,it has been ha
hard for me to say just what a business man is, just what that term means,
for the man sawing wood,wielding the ax,or shovelling upon the rail road
that is his business,and thg results of that daily toil is as near and dear
and as important to him,as the results of the business'man's toil who thinks
in millions and deals in millions, More and more it is Veing appreciated
that whether we have little or much, the important thing is how much we
get out of the little or much., More and.mbre it is being appreciated that
it does not matter what kind of a house we live in, the important thing is
the kind of a 1ife we live in the house, In the establishment of the
Pubiic Library, well equipped, and all that it means, standing as it does
for refinement and culture, standing as it does for the highest, truest,;
and best things in the éommunity, it is important for the best development

of the best citizenship of Wausau,.

At the conclussion of this address the male choir of the High School

sang- Schumann'sg,

" The Two Grenadiers.,"
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The last address was made by Mr, ¢, B, Bird, who took for his subject,
rwausau of the Future,.®
( Mr, ¢, B, Bird's Address.)

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The topie "Wausau of the Futurer gives me great
latitude, not possessed by the nrevious speakers, They spoke of what
existe., I am to speak of what is not- as yet; therefore I may prediet
what I please. If 1t does not come to pass, you will long since have
forgotten what I said. If it does come to pass, you may be suré I will
then remind you of my predictions, |

The future of a city eannot he foretold, it depends upon what the
people of the city make it., A man, within reasonable limitation, may make
of himself what he will, and a city made up of men certainly is in the
same position, When Mr, Hennessey said to Mr., Dooley, *We are a great
country, " Mr, Dodley replied, "Yes Hennessey, we are a great country, and
the greatest thing about is we know we are great.* I have been afraid we
are sometimes too much disposed to rest on our laurels, to sit back and
point to our past progress, our great water powers and natural advantages,
eimply assume that we are going to grow anyway and let it go at that,
without doing anything to make ourselves grow, But that will not do. A
person ﬁno qrifts with the tide never gets anywhere and, if I may mix the
metaphor, the person or elty simply drifting with the tide will sooner or
‘later get eaught on a snag and stick there inertia$eanngﬁ-te-got-
o “

St111 in some respects the future may be foreseen, The dedication of

AN

this livrary 1s indicative of one element helping to shape our future, I
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do not think that persons, who have already reached midgdle 1life without
acquiring the habit of getting theip 1nfo:mat10n by reading what others '
who know things have saild, will change their habits at this late day. For
them the library will mean but’little.

However, the young people who are growing up will be materially
influenced by it, I know thae is a diqus;tion 1n some quarters to say:
"These libraries don't amount to anything‘for the chilgren, They simply

take a lot of tirdshy novels and read them and are worse off then vefore.’
That 1é a very serious mistake, It is not the fact. While some novels may
not be especially useful, yet the novel always-praises virtue and.oohdemns
vice, and the end is made to result accordingly; the villian is always
kKlled off, while the hero is loaded with honor andg glory and gets the
most attraetive'girl of the lot,

But we are getting of late years an entirely different class of
stories for young people, that are doing them a world of good. Let me
give you just one illustration. I was taught in school that the cause of
the war of 1812 wés the British impressment of American seamen, but I did
nat really comprehend what that meant, although fully explained. Now it
is different. Any boy who reads Cyrus T, Brady's "For the Freedom of the
Sea® will have impressed upon his mind for all time to come just what were
the causes of that war, and will also have gotten a pretty good knowledge
of some parts of our history which will teach him how to exercise intelli-
gently the right of suffrage upon certain questions., You remember the
gtory? FEngland made the claim "Onece an Englislman, always an Englishmanv,
and was insisting on that righf by stopping American vessels on the high
seas and taking from them persons born on English soil who had withdrawn
their allegiance to King George and had sworn fealty to the new stars and
stripes. Martin, of English birth, was one such, having been Qgturalized
in this country, by which he and his son became American citizens. While

upon an Ameriean vessel they were selzed and foreibly impressed into the
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English naval servioe¢aL a charge of disloyaltz,_ Martin was condemned by
the Capiain of the vessel to be flogged before the hast. The stofy of this
scene is enough to bring tears to the eyes of any man., It is a hard tale,
but it is well to tell it, because it does not.exaggerate the facts of that
time, After the punishment, when Martin's b§ck was a mags of mangled blood
and flesh, he was tossed to one side. Then, instead of being carried
below, the captain ordered that he remain there to witness the same punish-
ment inflicted upon his son, Martin then gathered together what little
strength was left in his body, and by a sudden dash se#zed the captain,
dragged him through an open port hole, and the two sank beneath the surface
of the water, never to rise, Thereafter this veésel, with Martin's son
upon it, was captured in a naval fight, and the story was told to the crew
of the fqmous constitution, Soon after’thaﬁ'the canétitution and the |
Guerrieré‘were clearing their decks for that memorable action, the fiercest
and most hotly contested naval controversy of the entire war, Just as a
few years ago, when our sallor boys were preparing for aetion, the cry ran
back and forth from deck to deck, "Remember the Malne," so at that time
ﬁhile the constitution was clearing for aection the cry was sent back and .
forth from one end of the ship to the other, "Remember Martin,* Remember
Martin," Remember Martin," and a new courage inspired the heart of every
Amsrican seaman aboard, sufficient to turn the tide of battle and lower the
English flag to the Constitution's despised stars and stripes. The news
of.tﬁat vietory inspired new hope and confidence and courage in the heart
Of every American and probably.had as much 80 4o as did any one single
battle toward brihgihg about ﬁhe final result of that war, with victory to
théAﬁerioan nation, | '
While the treaty of peace thereafter declared made no mention of the

cause of the confliet, yet it was tacitly understood that thenceforth there

should be no further impressment of American citizens into the English or
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any other service. And the "Freedeom of the Sea", the result of that war,
has established the doctrine recognized by all tne nations of the world,
‘that any indivigual, no matter where born, has the inherent right to choose
for himself in what eountry he shall live and to what flag he shall give
his allegiance. The result has been taken advantage of by milliions and
millions of individuals, who since then have renounced the allegiance to
the European king or potentate which they owed by birth and, coming to
this oouhtry, have sworn allegiance toour flag and to our laws and have
helped to build up our commonwesdth, As a result anyone of these may with
impunity 2o badk to the land of his birth to visit the sceenes of his
childghood, and if any indignity be offered him, he has but to wrap about
him the stars and stripes of his adopted country and all the powers of
Co>ntinental Furope will not dare to touch one hair of his head.

The boy by being simoly told the facts of history will not appreciate
this situation, but if he reads this story (and if he starts it, you ean-d
not stop him from gbing through to the end) he will know the fact and never
{ forget it. When he becomes of age he will have a firm basis on which to
help determine the poliey of this country, If the sentimental cry "Hands
across the sea" is set forth, to cause us to enter into alliance with the
English speaking people simnly hecause of a similarity in 1anguage and
because of the sentiment of mother country, this boy will know that the
assistance which has heen rendered us of late years has hardly as yet
‘evened up the score and 1f we are to enter into any such alliance it must
be, not because of any sentimental claim or past favors, but because, and
only because, of plain, definite, positive humanitarian advantage which
will result to ourselves or the world at large.

But let me speak of a few other advantages which we have here., There
is no use of mentioning our water powers. We continually pat ourseives on
the back with reference to those; probably too much, Unless we develop

them they are nothing., But nevertheless, I must say that one very prominent
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citizen of Wisconsin, and one who has always had large foresight, said not
iong ago that in his judggment in twenty five years from now the Wisconsin
River valley would he more thickly populated than is the Fox River valley
today. As to that, the future only ecan, tell,

Then we have the advantage of not heving some things possessed by
cities. We have had no grahd juries in this community, and don't need any.
¥hile other cities have been busy investigating graft‘cﬁarges by grand
Juries, we have none of that because we have no graft among our public
offkeials, They may make some mistakes, but they are honest mistakes.
They are not dishonest grafters and never have be=n, That is a big factor
toward aésisting in the building up of a city. |

Then have you ever thought of our geographical situation? Has 1t
ever oceurred td you how far one must travel before reaching other cities
of phis size? Go towards the east and you will go pretty near to the
eastern boundary of this state, You will go to Marinette, Green Bay,

Apple ton, Oshkosh and Fond du Lac‘befgre finding cities of the same size.
On the south 1t is the same., No city of this size is reached until we get
\to Madison, situated in the tier of counties next to the southern tier in
the state., On the west it is the same. We ¢0 to the Mississippi river,
to La Crosse and to Eau Claire, before anyvsuch city is reached, and on the
north we travel clear t0 the northern boundary of the staté,vto Lake
Superior. This city is planted right down into the middle of this vast
territory. And what is this territory? It is that country which, aceording
to the last census reports; has grown in proportion more rapidly than any
other portion of the state., Right in the middle of fhis growving territory
this city of Wausau'is plaoed.. The c¢ity that is in the ecenter always has |
the advantage bver those upon the borders. |
So much for natural advantages. But unless we take advatage of them

and improve our opportunities, they will be of no use to us. If we want to
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grow and build up, we have got to do something to help it along., If we
sit stili and grow like Topsey, there is danger that we will be just as
onery as Topsey, and when the time comes that we have t0 be trimmed up and
civilized, it will take a trememdous effort ang lots of expense,

One thing especially that we need is more breathing room. The American
people have not yet learned the advantage of parks and recreation grounds
and breathing places for the pedplé. We are just beginning to learn it.

Many of our cities are learning it too late and they spend millions of
dollars to aequire thickly inhabited and populatedrseotions from which they
tear gqown large and expensive buildings, so as to make parks, A few years
agz0 those same places might have been bought for aIQery small exvenditure
of money, but it was not then se-n and now the additional debt must be paid.

What:éity wants 1s beauty. The idea that the cultivation of beauty is
of no practical value to a eity is allvvrong. There is «amething about
beautiful ang éleasant surroundings tla t makes for good citizenship, What
is thg.trouble with Chicago today? Every time we go there why do we want
. to get away Just as quick as we can? Because of that down-town rattle—de-
bang, clang-eclang, sort of a thing. It goes into our ears and gefs onto
our brains and pretty near drives us erazy, and we flee in distraction, It
1s the same thing with impressions on the eye, If the surroundings are
pleasant and agreeable, if there are nice parks, well kept up and preserved,
if the-laéﬁ'of‘a city are kent oléan and tidy and the houses in shape, the
person whd gsees them and lives in that city is happy and contented, he is
satisfied with himself and the world, he loves his fellow men and likes to
assoclate with them, and it makes a hapoy and contented commnity. On the
other hang, if eﬁerythinq which strikes the eye is topsy-tﬁrvey, is dis-
heveled and torn up, those same ratle-de-bang impressions go through the
eye onto the brain and the brain becomes jangled and weary and it makes a

discontented ?eOple. Those who have studied brain disease say that it

helps toward insanity. So what Wausau needs is more be%?y, and more places
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where it ‘can be cultivated. But we also meed more brcathing places for the
people, Whatever we do now.should be done with reference to what the
effect will be twenty-five years from now, We want to 1look at any matter
with reference to the present advantage and also with reference to how it
will seem after a number of years have passed by. Cities all over the
country are realizing their mistakes, Even now in Madison, which is not a
large city, the project is proposed of buying several Hbcks at a cost of
several million dollars, so as to add more space t0 the capitol park of the
state; 80 that our new capltol building may have surroundings fitting to
the dignity of a growing state, I am not eipressing an opinion one way or

the other on that proposal.,. I am simply calling attention to the fact of
wasted opportunities years ago when all of this territory might have been
had practicallyfor a sbng.

| Now, thefe is one thing in particular which is pressing itself upon -

us just now, That librar& buildging of ours needs more room, Any one who
looks at the surroundings will agree to that at once. The additional lot
under consideration should be bought., It is going to be baught some day,
that is just as sure as anything ecan be, The whole trend of municipal
improvements shows that., It is needed and if we do not see it now, future
generations will see it when it ﬁill cost a good many times the present
cost. We may be shortsighted again, but, if so, it will be at the cost of
our children. _

One instance of our shortsightedness is seen right now that we have
reached the street car stage. We wish our streets were wider, and the
worst ﬁart of it is when the city was platted the streets running north and
south were made only sixty feet wide, while the side streets were given
sixty-six feet, We have just awakened to the fact that the city before
accepting a plat had the right to determihe whether the arrangement of the

their size, ete., ’
streetsN;s such as will adequately take care of the traffic in a large and

growing eity, and the eity can refuse to accept a plat which does not make
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such provisions for the future., If this had been realized at the time when
our original plat was laigq out and provision madé on the assumption that we
might some day need a street car here (which idea, however, would have been
laughed to scorn at that time), provision for this future contingency might
have been made and we would have had wider streets, but, that chance 1is how
past, Let s not make the same mistake with reference toother things, Let
us 100K at what we do with an eye to the future; not simply to the present.
Let us each in his own way, do something to help in the building up of
our eity, knowing that it will not build itself. Let us be intelligent and
farsighted so that when the time comes for us to ﬁove into the silent eity
of the great majority, and our.children and our children's children occupy
our places and walk in ﬁhe paths weunow tread, they will be thankful to us
for our farsightedness and the heritage which we have left to them. This,
in short, is all I can say with reference to‘the future of Wausau, It is

to be what we make it, Let us each do our share to make it right.

Immediately after the close of Mr, Bird's address, ¥r. S. M. Quaw

arose from the audience, saying:

¥Mr, Chairpan:
I understand theprogram, éplendid as it was, 1is how finished, and if so,
I desiré to make a motion if it is in order; and being aésured that he was
in order, and any motion could be laid before the meeting, Mr, Quaw made
the following motion, to wit: |
"I move it is the sense of this meeting, that the city
council of the eity of ¥ausau, be, and the same is hereby
requestedq to pu;ohase the Lemké property so called, as an
addition tothe MeIndoe Park, provided the same can be had

at a reasonable price.®
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The motion having been put by the Chairman, it was carriedq with enthus-

iasm and unanimity,

Thus closed the Dedication of the Wausau Library Buildging.
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After April 1904~

The building was now comp}ete and occupied, its costs, were
slightly in excess of the estimate, the furniture ordered and purchased ;n/
the high tidekof high prices, . was much highér than expected, the Board
having acted throughout on the principle; that the best, the most darable
was the cheapest in the end,. | |

When it come to settle up and pay for all that was contracted, there:
remained a debt little less than Three Thousamd Dollars, and the inade-
queRcy of our library for a city such as Wausau, was equally apparent,

If the library was to be of some benefit, of some value to our people
it was apparent that more books must be put ﬁpon the empty shelves, causing
another expenditure of money, and there‘was no prospect if immediate assis-
tance from private sources.

This was the situation, when the Board began anew a correspondence
with Mr..Andfew Carnegie, aéking & grant of $ 44000.00 under similar
conditions as was the first grant. . _

His response was & prompt assent to the request, and it was unamﬁously
voted, that the Library Board should make a request to the City Council
for an annusl tax levy By which this grant should become available.

The Library Board therefore, on the 6th. day of August 1907, appeared
before the City Council and through its president made a statement of the |
financdal conditidn of the libnary, the need of further endowment to meet
the growing demands of the growing populafion, and also, that if this grmant
would be made available thfough the action of the Council, it would not only
strengthen the library by getting it out of debt, but leave the sum of
$ 1,000.00 for needed improvements upon the'ground and park, and the Board

pledged itself to expend such sum in those needed betterments,
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IR response to this request, the City Council granted the request, and

enacted the following Ordinance:

( ¥rd. Library Ordinance; )

Whereas, Mr. Andrew Carnegie has heretofore donated to the city of
Wausau the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars for the erection of a Publie
Library Building in said city, on condition that évsnitable gite be furnish-
ed and the city appropriate annually the sum of $ 2,500,00 for the mainten-
aince thereof, all of which has been .carried out; And |
Whereas, said Andrew Cérnegie hag further offered to.donate the additional
sum of $§ 4000,00 on the condition that the city appropriate the sum of
$ 400.00 more snnually for the further maintenance thereof:

Now, Therefore, it is hereby ordained and resolved as follows:

Sec.1.The said off er of Mr, Andrew Carnegie is hereby accepted upon the con-
dition sbove stated and the city of Wwausau in consideration therefore
hereby obligates itself by théi ordinance to levy and hereby levies
an annual fFax to be collected in the general tax roll of the city of

Wausau of the sum of Four Hundred_Dollars ($§ 400.00 ) each year in add-

ition to the $ 2500.00 heretofore levied, commencing with the year

1907, for the support and maintenance of such publié library, and the

proper officiers of said city are directed to include such levy in the

tex roll for the year 1907, and each'succeeding year, and to pay such
vamoﬁnts to the Libfary Board of said city each year,

Sec.2.This omlinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect from:

and after its publication,
"~ Adopted this 6th. day of August 1907,
Attest: - Approved,
Charles F. Beck, M. H. Duncan,
City Clerk. Mayor.
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By thls act of the Common Council and the generosity of Mr. Andrew
Carnegle on this as well as on other occassions,the library was at once
'put on a sound financial basis ;money was now on hand to invest in the
rurchase of needed books to the selection of which the Supt. of Schools
Mr. S. B. Tobey and the Librarian Miss Katherin Kramer: brought their 1arge
experience; since September 1. 1907 the 11bra§y/was kept oren daily from
9 A.M. to 9 P.M, except Sundays,and the monthly reports of the Librarian
sﬁow the phenoménal increase in circulation as compared with the previous
year,from a monthly average of 2019 for the year ending July 1. 1907 , to
& monthly average of about 5700 for the last six months ending July 1/ 1908

This increase in the cimculation of books and tﬁe ratronage of the
reading rooms are the best evidence that the library is becoming a factor
in the intellectual growth of wausau; that the advantages it offeres,are
aprreciated and used by the peorle,and the time is not far distant when

its influence for good will hardly be controverted.

ihen the plan for the building was adorted it was found expediant
to have the building face the rark rather‘than Main and Jefferson Strs.
as first intented. This change in position was at first much criticised at
the time,and so was the entrance to the library ground proper: ,which is
now.in process of erection,

This last work made it necessary to remove a tree which stood right
on the side walk and lot line,and on the spot where the north pier for
the entrance is to be 1oca£ed. The tree had to be removed,or the proposﬁd
inprovement:dbanddn¢q .

When it became known that the tree was to be cut down on removed, to
newly elected

make room for the entrance,protests became numerous; & high city official
N

mnde himself the champion of this sentiment,and it was given out with
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almost official sanction, that no appropriation would be made by the éity
for the work ( none had been asked for, nor was it intended to ;sk for one )
and that no member of the Library Board, voting for such removal, would be

rearpointed,

‘Ommitting to comment on the propriety of this attempt to coefce the
aﬁmion of an inderendent Board, responsible to nobody but the people of
Wausau, tﬁe Library Board ordered the proposed entrance erected, and in this
as well as all other things done, camly submits its action to the unbiased
land intelligent judgment of the people of Wausau,relying for its vindication

upon the future as well as the present generation.

Fublic Libraries in large as well as in smaller cities,are more or
less dependent on private aid, Wwhile they are public institutions, they _are
in their very nature educational institutions, and as such are frequently
made the recipients of gifts. The law even contemplates that gifts,bequests
and legacies be made for their maintenance and enlargement by people of

“wealth, Such no doubt will be the case in Wausau,

I have strong faith that in the future as well as in the past some
persbns will financially assist the Library Board to the end,that the
enrance will be comrleted as planed,as well as the exterior of the Building,

Public sentiment will demand in a manner not to be misunderstood, that
Me. Indoe Fark be beautified to comport with the dignity and standing of
our city,and theh the‘grounds will be found to be in full accord with the
building ;presenting & fine harmonious whole,and then if not before,the.
foresight of the Library Board of 1904 to 1908 will be recognized and

their actions -approved.’.
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List of Donors to Public Library,

Wausau Wis,
=s=======csssmsssss=ss=ss=s=sssss=s=s=sss===ss==sass=ss2ssdesssssssssssse====
Andrew Carnegie , $ 29,000.00
Ladies Literary Club,Wausau §$ 782.80 Mrs, D. L. Plumer  § 500,00
| C. C. Yawkwy 500,00 Mrs. D, L. Plumer 66466
| G. D. Jones _ 275,00 c. J. wintoQ 250,00
First National Bank 256,00  Nat. Ger. Amr, Bank 250, 00
}erathon County Bank 250,00 Mathie Brewing Co. 250,00
Wausau Law & Land Ass. 200,00  W. 3. Bissel 150.00
C 8. Curtis 150,00  B. Heinemann 150,00
F. P. Stone 150,00 B..F, Wilson 150,00
W. L. Edmonds 150, 00 Kreutzer, Bird & Ros, 15b.oo/
v, B. Thayer 100.00  Barker & Stewart Lbr.Co. 100.00
5. M. Quaw 100,00  Geo. Ruder Brew. Co. 100,00
M A, Hurley 100.00 Hotel Bellis 100,00
H. E. Mc Eachron 100.00 H. G. Flietn 100.00
C. E, Turner | 100.00  Robert Kickbush 100. 00
J. N. Manson 100,00  Ws B. Schofield 100.00
James Mc Crossen 100,00 Wwausau Elc. Light Co. 100,00
J. A. Underwood 100,00  J. D. Ross L00¢00
J. M. Smith 100.00  J. A. Porter | 100.00

D, Sauerhering 100,00 Wausau Gas Co, iO0.00 ¢
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Mrs. P. O. Van Vechten $ 66.66 W.. T. Trevitt $ 50.00
F. L. Hudson 50,00 - E. C. Zimmerman 50,00
" L. Sexsmith . 50.00 A. Weichman & Son 50.00
G. H. Wegner 50.00 H, C. Stewart 50.00
W. W. Albers ' 50.00  D. T. Jones . 50.00
L. M. willard 50.00 John Manser ‘ 50.00
J. Slimmer 50,00 From 4th. July-Peters 50,00
Goodwillie Bros. | < 85.00 Livingston Merc. Co. 50.00
F. A, Gooding ' - 50.00 T. C. KRyan 50.00
W. H. Mylres v S0.00 Healey & Brown 35.00
C. A. Collins 25.00 J. W. Miller 25,00
C. L. Warren 25,00 We A, Paff 25,00
C. F. Dunbar & Co. 25,00 Kretlow & Lamont 25,00
Nick Zender ' 25.00 H. L. Rossenberry 25,00
J. L. Komers . 25,00 John Ringle 25,00
Russel Lyon 25,00 H, B, Conlin 25,00
A. W, Zibell . 20,00 . G. F. Anderes - 20,00
L. Marchetti 20,00 Regner & Ringle _20.00
'7. Ripczinski 20,00 G. A. Barwig o 20.00
E. L. & F. E. Bump 25.00 Mrs, Mary Dickens 16.00
Pa.rdee Drug Co. 15.00 H, B. Huﬁtington 15.00
Fred Jawart 15.00 0. C. Eelanger 15,00
A. L. Kryshak - 15.00 A, H. Clark 10.00
Wo A, Green 16.00 W, N, Allen 10.00
John Keifer 10.00 G. Nafz 10,00
Geo. Stuhlfauth - 10,00 Henry Miller 10,00

Charles Chubuck 10.00 Agnes French 10. 00



Robert Schmidt $ 10,00
Henry G. Mc Crossen 10.00
H., C. Hett 1Q.OO
Hett Bros. 10,00
L. Fingerhut 5,00
A. T. Koch 5.00
Neuling & Beier 5,00
H, S. Wright 5.00
A L. Brown 5,00
Otto Mueller 5.00
John Stark 5.00
R.W. Chellis 5.00
Seim Brothérs 5.00
J. Rhode 5.00
W.H. Nablo 5.00
Wm., Kuckuck 5.00
M. H, Duncan 5.00
A, R, Bardeen 5.00
*W.B.Philbreek 5.00
G.A. Thielke 5,00
J. E, Cole 5.00
A.A. Bock 2.00
E. C. Rhodes 2.50
| John King 2.00

Little Girl's Sew. Soc. 26.00

P. 0. Means
L. E. Spencer
J. Gensman
Moses Katz
Anton Mehl

J. Anderes

Heimann & Baer

R. W. Jawort

Frank O' Congor

Rich. Baugiann

‘W.D. Sigbecker

G. W. Wilson

"B, Friede
Ritter & Deutsch
A, Frank Oswsald

F,E. Chartier
J. W, Coates
J. P. Jogerst
R.H. Juedes

F. C. Nicholas

 $ 10.00
10,00
10,00
10.00

5,00
5.00
5,00
5,00
5,00
5.00
5.00
. 5.00
5.00
5,00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5. 00
15,00
5,00
5,00
2.00
2.50

Total Amount of Donatimss from Wausau citizens § 8514.12

Names of Little girls Sewing Co. on next page.
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The little girl's sewing society,which prroved their interest
in the library,by arranging among themselves meetings where
they by work and rlay ,raised this fund of ¥ 26,00 consisted

of the following :

Marie Bird Ruth Kreutzer Cornelia Mc. Crossen
Imogen Krisky Helen Coates Myrtle Dunegan
Dora Lake Ethel Sherman

Mary Corwith

Ushers , Karl Mathie ) '
) CashierS
Norton Kelly )

Ruth Winkley

Ruth Alexander

The wrifer has endeavored to preserve the main facts for future

ref erence,and has more particularly attempted to make some record

of the persons who with their means came to the assistance of the
Library Board when assistance was muéh needed. In their work of build=
ing and completing,the Board 1is under obligation nét only to the
donors herein mentioned,but also to many 'othefs who assisted with
kind words in getting the grants. The committed of cestizens who
agsgsisted faithfully in raising the funds and making public sentimeni
for the accomplishment of this work, Messrs. D. L. Plumer G.D. Jones ,
c. S. Curtis and Chas. J. Winton together with Mr. C. C. Yawkey
deserve particular mention.

The gift of the ground for park purroses by Mr, #Walter Alexander,

by which the library could be placed in the center of the city as

well as the center of the population,maknig it equally accessible

from all parts of the city,and which can now be reached from nearly
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all parts of the civty b‘y a@treet car line,solved the ticklish question
of location in,an‘admirable manner,satisfac’tory to all, _

Little mention has been made of the donation ofv the ground by Mr
Walter Alexander,except as made absolutely necessary in this compila=
tion,buf no doubt, when t;he pafk will be cultivated and opened to
the public,fitting acknowledgment will be madé to the inemory »of

Hon. W. D. Mc. Indoe and his nephew Mr. Walter Al exander .
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