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The Sixty Books Project is a collaborative book arts,
writing and journaling project for the people of south central
Wisconsin, hosted by the South Central Library System (SCLS),
and produced by the Bone Folders’ Guild (BFG), a book arts
group based in Madison. This project is supported by a Madison
CitiARTS grant.

The BFG book artists have created sixty hand made blank books.
One of these books will be catalogued into each of the sixty
libraries in the South Central Library System. Unlike other
library books, patrons are invited to write, draw, paint or collage
in the books. Subsequent patrons will add their own stories,
drawings, and so forth, creating community-wide collaborative
works of art. After the launch of the project these books will be
available for checkout by library patrons until August 15, 2006.

At the close of the circulation period, the 60 books will be
removed from the SCLS collections and brought together for a
traveling exhibit. This exhibit will have its debut in Madison
as part of the Fifth Annual Wisconsin Book Festival

(October 18-22, 2006).

To contact us: www.valleyridgeartstudio.com/bone_folders/
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Instructions

Check out this book as you would any other library
book for a two-week period. Be sure to return it in the
protective wrapper provided.

Write a poem. Make a journal entry. Write political
thoughts. Compose a short story. Collage. Paint a page.
Be creative.

Be respectful of these books. They are hand bound and
bear delicate musings on the pages.

Be aware of what has been done on the other side of the
page that you are working on. For example, don’t “sew”
onto someone else’s work.

When you are gluing or painting put a piece of wax
paper under the page you are working on. This will
protect the other pages of created art.

Before closing the book, be sure your page is dry.

We encourage you to sign and date your work.

Please, no perishables on the pages.

Be advised that SCLS and BFG reserve the right to
remove and/or delete any questionable material.

Please be nice.

Warning: You will incur a $125.00 library fine if this
book is not returned!

“At the Second Threshold”

The roots of our veins settle in
for the white deception. This
is no token fall of snow.

We survived summer with its pain
and myriad deaths. We shepherded autumn
into safekeeping. Now

green exhaustion winds down
to an end of color. Blind roots tunnel
new territories, and in honeyed hives

bees plunder the royal jelly.
Let us bed the long nights
with legends of survival.
From “View from Behind the Mirror”
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Vesper, Wisconsin
on the Hemlock Creek

Editor's note: Among the newspaper clippings and photographs in Tille Bax-
ter's box of memories wasthe Vesper Song. It was written at a time when loyalty
to vour hometown was not only a virtue, it was expected.

You can rave about your cities with their glitter and their show,
And the interesting places where the people like to go,

But to come to solid comfort we can show you all a trick
Where? Vesper, Wisconsin, on the Hemlock Creek.

Chorus:

Vesper for mine, yes it's Vesper for mine, ;
She isn’t very big but she’s the best on the line,
They can travel where they want to
‘But we'll try our best to stick,

Where? Vesper, Wisconsin, on the Hemlock Creek.

It's the home of dandy people and their children not a few,

It's the home of cheese and butter and a big condensery, too,

They make drainage tile and silos, have a band and park that’'re slick
Where? Vesper, Wisconsin, on the Hemlock Creek.

Now the people are so busy that it keeps them on the go,

So they haven't got a bit of time to stop and watch her grow,

It's the town where things are doing and we aim to do them quick,
Where? Vesper, Wisconsin, on the Hemlock Creek. )

To each stranger who is seeking for a place to build his roost,

We extend an invitation to the town for which we boost,

We'll be glad to have you with us and we know you'll want to stick
Where? Vesper, Wisconsin, on the Hemlock Creek.
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“A friendly word makes happiness grow.”
Blanche ~
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“A friendly word makes happiness grow.”
Blanche ~
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My Family by Bob Cline
My family moved to Vesper in 1945 1 have lived in the Vesper
' . When we first moved to Vesper
op, three taverns, two farm stores, two

Or€, a newspaper office, and a restaurant
There was no library until 1950. There were two dairy producers;

one for whey and one for milk. My dad worked at the Mid

West Condensing plant as a boiler Operator. Since that time
Vesper has really lost a lot of businesses. The Vesper people are
still the same friendly, generous folks as they have always been.

[ attended school in the old brick grade school which was built
in 1906. I graduated from Rudolph High school in 1962 ] went

into the service until 1965, then came home and £ot married
shortly thereafter. I left Vesper area until 1988

here again and enjoying the community. | retire
Cheese Company in 1997 [ worked part ti
and Figi’s until 2004. | decided it was

and enjoy life a bit more.

Now I am living
d from Beatrice
me at Walmart
time to retire

[ started woodcarving in 200

[ also like to hunt water fo
Ruth and I live on 120
wildlife. I enjoy being

1 it is a fun and relaxing hobby.
wl, upland game birds and deer. My wife
acre tree farm which we manage for

outside and walk a Jot. My hunting
Pardner is my Springer Spaniel “Jake”

Two years ago after many years of traveling across the country
g Aspencade 1200 Motorcycle and tent camping

.--Ruth and I purchased our first motor home. We are
Wisconsin’s Rustic Roads in our Winnebago.

along the way. .
enjoying

Some of the local residents that [
Seifert, Cole, Smith, Smits, Mi
Pryne, Sentec, Zieher,

grew up with include: Bean, Woodruff,
ller, Wussow, Holly, Worlund, Zimmerman,
Halverson , Winch, just to name a few.

Some of the things I remember doing while growing up in Vesper:

hunting, fishing, skinny dipping in the Hemlock creek, gopher trapping,
softball and working in the garden with my dad. I now do a lot of
volunteer work in the Vesper area. 1 enjoy working in the Vesper
Community gardens and as a member of Friends of the library. 1 also
try (when I am not too busy) to go down to Winch’s and catch up on the local

news at 10 a.m. weekdays! Better than any newspaper!

ot

@-/3-2000

By1s ot




Memories

Ottila Smith Baxter has a lot of memories. She can
recaill days that most of us have only read about In
history books. When she was bam, the frontier was
still open, journeys were made by horse and wagon,
and a skirt above the ankle was terribly daring. Now,
99 years later, Man has traveled through outer space,
cross-country jaunts are made nboard supersonic air-

craft and, in fashion, anything goes. Times have
changed drastically since Tille, above left, her hus-
band George and her daughter Myrtle, right, came to
the town ol Hansen {0 carve a farm from 188 acres of
forest.
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[ knew a Myrtle Baxter - could she have become known later as Tillie? And I'm very
curious about the 90-year-old who wrote you - that puts her about in my age group and
you didn't say who she was.

When I was a child, the ruins of the old sawmill - the original reason for the town's
existence - were still standing not very far down from the bridge, and we used to walk
down there for picnics. There were still a lot of clams in the creek then and along the
banks a number of old clamshells with those neat little holes punched in them - but
because the shells had such curvature, not more than one or two holes per shell - which
might have been one reason the button factory didn't make it - my mother said that
someone had tried to start one, but I don't know where that was located, it was totally
gone by then.

In your previous note you mentioned that though you didn't live in Vesper you were
taking part in what happened there - I think Vesper was always so small that we always
included people from all the outlying areas to help the town prosper. And I, at least,
never made a distinction between those from In as against those from Without. Even the
kids I went to school with were often from quite far out of town. Some from out near
Seneca, others from the other direction out across the creek.

I only dimly remember Myrtle Baxter's parents, and she was a bit older than I, so I didn't
know Myrtle well. But of course I knew Blanche Waterman. Their store - which we
always called Waterman's was to the left of the railroad bridge, a wooden building
painted gray - and the Waterman's lived above the store. Both Mr. and Mrs. Waterman
tended the store - Blanche was a year or two behind me in school. The Herb Bean store
was brick and i1t was on the other side of the street, and not quite so close to the creek.
They were not the same store. Then going toward town just past the next intersection
was the Dassow store, a wooden building painted yellow. For a long time there were
those three grocery/drygoods/feedstore operations, later on Klawitter's meat shop opened
across from Dassow's and a bit farther to the east.
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I'm so happy to know that Vesper has a library, something T missed as a child, without
knowing quite what it was that I missed. I read and reread the few books in the school
library, even the complete set of Books of Knowledge for lack of anything else. The town
was, in many ways, an ideal place to grow up — and a library would have made, for me, all the
difference.
When I went down the street into town for my mother, if we needed some heavy item
such as flour or sugar or kerosene, I would take a little red wagon, to make transporting it
easier. One day when she'd sent me to Waterman's for some such item, I had loaded
whatever it was I'd been sent for, Mrs. Waterman had handed me my change, and she
said, Wait a minute, you like to read, I have something upstairs you ought to have. She
came back in a few minutes, her arms filled with copies of The Youth's Companion. She
said they subscribed to it for Blanche, and she must have been doing some housecleaning
and wanted those back issues out of her way. She loaded up my little red wagon with
them and I suppose I read those till I wore them out, and even then, clipped certain items,
mainly poems, that I kept for years. Vesper was so small then that people knew a lot
about all of us, even when we were little kids.

POET: There is joy, she says, in just
the right combination of words



Businesses From Vespers Past
1874-Sawmill and Store
1876-Whorton Brothers Mill
1898-Carsten Otto Creamery
1900-E. Albert Dairy Co.
1902-Albert Adams (Button Maker), Dassow Mercancile
Vesper Brick & Time Co, & Horn's Hardware Store
1907-Equitable Creamery Co.
1909-Versper Safety Clevis & Malleable Iron Co.
Vesper Wood Manufacturing Co.
1910-State Bank of Vesper & Mongram Horel
1916-Vesper Tank & Silo Co.
1917-Vesper Farm Bureau

3 More Mills
2 Blacksmitch Shops
2 Grocery Stores
1Tinning Shop
1 Photograph Studio
1 More Hardware Store
1 Clothing Store
1 Wallpaper Mill
1Pickle Factory
2 Newspapers
3 Lodges

r"

A Look at
the History of

How Vesper Got jts Name "It seems that no one was able to

come up with a name for the town, and they were told that the

U.S. Post Office could help them in naming the town. Some one

wrote a description of the town and sent it along with a request

for help. When the replay came back, the name Vesper was

given, because it sounded like such a pretty, peaceful place."
-Lois Beebe Hayna

Hayna "grew up in Vesper during the '20s, when it was still a

rather raw, new place.”



The first settler in or around the Vesper area was a man

named Sam Boynton.

Old Vesper started to exist when a sawmill and store were
erected on the west side of the Hemlock Creek, by the Girand
and Drape Company in 1874. By 1879, the first school was
built.

The first newspaper reference found referring to "Vesper"
came in 1883, shortly after it acquired a post office.

For twenty years, "old" Vesper boomed and then in 1894, a
fire that started in the woods, burned the sawmill, 23 homes

and the remaining timber on the west side of Hemlock Creek.

In four years, Vesper had rebuilt itself. With a lot of the
timber having been destroyed by the fire, the sawmills were
not as profitable as they had been, but the logged and burned
over land was suitable for dairy farming. Dairy farming was

responsible for creating new businesses in town.

INTERIOR STATVE BANA O

i Regl St
Yo e

1908 Horn HARDWARE, VESPER OPERA HOUSE

ce st
The 300x300 park was given to Vesper %
that there "would always be music in the

center of town”.

The Vesper Pire of 1894

*The thriving little town is all but wiped out. Ashes and ruins mark
the site of its former industry. The sawmill, planing mill, lumber in the
yards, and about 25 dwelling houses, in fact all of the lirtle town west
of the Hemlock creek was totally wiped out by the fire.

“The fire had its origin in the forest fires that have been running
throughout that region for weeks. But no immediate danger was
apprehended. Tuesday afternoon about half past three o'clock the wind
shifted o the south, and before anyone was aware of the danger, the
fiery element was beyond man's control. The fire was first observed ina
large boarding house in the southwestern part of the town. From here it
leaped with ferocious rapidity to adjoining dwellings and into the humber
yard where about 9,000,000 feet of lumber were piled. Everything was
dry as tinder, owing to the long drought.

"The sawdust burned like powder and a strong wind swept waves of
flame over the doomed portion of the town. Half an hour after the fire
started, the mills, umber piles and houses were one angry roaring mass
of flames.

*There was time to save but little. Mrs J.W. Cameron was sick abed
at the time and her safety was first looked after. After that there was
only time to save Mrs. F. J. Cameron's handsome piano and a box of
furs from Mr. Cameron's residence. Few people had time to save
anything.

"Fears for the safety of the other part of town resulted in a call to
the Grand Rapids fire Department. Hurriedly the fire engine and hose
carts were taken down to the stricken town via the Port Edwards,
Centralia & Northern road, but the company could be of little service. A
strong south wind blew the smoke and heat away from the east half of
the town and there was, hence, but little danger from fire in that
quarter.

"The mills and the lumber belonged to the Sherry-Cameron Lumber
Co. The plant consisted of a double-band sawmill and a planing mill
(and the 9,000,000 feet of lumber). The loss to the company will
amount to $150,000 covered by insurance to the amount of about
$90,000.

"The fire will probably mean the wind-up of affairs at Vesper, as the
mill will not be rebuilr, all of the timber of the company having been
cut.” ~Centralia Enterprise Newspaper Sept. 1, 1894



Vesper Area Community Vision:

Vesper is a safe, family-friendly community which
celebrates our small-town characteristics, and we work
together to create a positive environment and exciting
community events.

We are a Heritage Village with thriving businesses that
celebrate our agricultural hackground. We offer unique
outdoor recreational opportunities and successful
community-based events.

Vesper Area
Community
Fund

Vesper Area
Fund Committee:
Ruth Cline
Joe Behlen
Ray Behling
Wendy Haas
Diane Kohls
Dan Scheunemann

make it happen E

ii@ﬂnﬁqﬁggﬂiﬂ
Pro9 %

INITIATIVE







B e e o o e

T e W10 1 v - et (1) E ey o M, W iies e




& - e -

——— ——

Ak s A‘?‘w A Mor, 18, 2006
Bt e ety o
MWUJM% MMQ Love LLJLWH.‘ Q wwiw;o‘?\tha Bran Wﬁ,
Qx"%‘:r;‘g& 'tuwhm. . Wunch wet one »f thoar Toachans.!
¥ \C\bl Q M Sehsol in L) wconaen Rafwh (Lxeﬁ

qtanthh.to * Q,mejt () watonsin wad heme
Do N ijM»mcL ol Loekled i Tha madacel f,ui G@M “h\?\ famly‘

R (W‘A A5 z?fua,t
Q,,\ lc\'\:—/"f k/hll/m‘%p!l Lbﬁwﬁuwwtﬁ-d—d’( L W i Mit
ijw, n Gt S \} ‘{U’de' Oprna Im Y )’YL‘? ﬂﬂfafjm pu
" FWL?‘ m‘?‘ ahod A upeans old ... the Love
»m“d' MW TVW whon O waa e
i JW surred fuumersus LM’V\AL»M JQMM&.

(,!}n O%‘Q/\m nA-
W’b:iozﬂj %U/w/ 9 fzjf ﬂ)muc{ Mo o% Sewea Lu«uth, 000’ 4






Colophon

A bone folder is an essential tool for book makers.
It creases paper to a nice, crisp fold.

Originating in Madison, Wisconsin, the Bone Folders’ Guild is a group of people
who share a love for the book as art. The Bone Folders’ Guild was founded in
February 2001 by a group of artists who desired to meet like-minded book artists
to learn, support, and encourage each other artistically. We share a passion for
creating books as a form of artistic expression.

Members of the Bone Folders’ Guild who created
the Sixty Books include:

Suzanne Berland, Susie Carlson, Carol Chase Bjerke,
Nan Killoran, Laura Komai, Kathy Malkasian,
Nancy Schoenherr, Tricia Schriefer, Karen Timm,
Alexis Turner, Marilyn Wedberg,

Carey Weiler, Kristin Yates.

The text block paper used in all books is Arches Cover White, 270 gsm.,
35.25" x 24.75” 100% cotton, acid free paper. Cover paper, cloth and other
original embellishments were chosen by the book artists.

The Bone Folders Guild would like to thank Alison Jones Chaim for her
thoughtful guidance through this process. Huge thanks to the South Central
Library System for their cooperation with this project. Also, we send a gracious
thank you to Madison CitiARTS for its financial support.




3 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO |
Five generations of the Madlin Budzinski family recently gath- |
ered. Pictured are grandson Dennis Dorshorst of Port Edwards, |
great-granddaughter Rebecca Paulson of Scandinavia, Madlin
Budzinski of Rudolph holding great-great-grandson Eathan Paulson
of Scandinavia, and daughter Margaret Dorshorst of Rudolph.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Five generations of the Tena Bliek family recently gathered. Pictured
are son Martin Bliek of Stevens Point, from left, great-granddaughter
Rebecca Paulson holding great-great-grandson Eathan Paulson of
Scandinavia, Tena Bliek of Wisconsin Rapids, and granddaughter
Wendy Williams of lola.

Tora QLA and an fmwuhk ong U

Masag. R

A large corps of competent correspondents keeps you posted

IF YOU ARE NOT GETTING THE TRIBUNE NOW WRITE US

Central Wisconsin’s Leading Daily Newspaper

on all of the latest news in Central Wisconsin
State, National and World News
by A. P. Service

Subacripiion rates in and around Vesper
only $3.00 per year
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Town of Hansen . Pad

By Supervisor Ruth Cline

Along the banks of the Hemlock Creek the town of Hansen was ép
born. Back in 1883, Martin R. Hansen came to this site to

operate a sawmill. Hansen left the Hansen settlement in 1885 and

no physical trace of the settlement now remains; only the ghosts remain. Hansen Township as it is
known today organized on February 13, 1901 as New Vesper Township after the village of Vesper.
The name changed to Hansen Township on May 9, 1901; apparently after the name of the former

Hansen settlement.

As early as 1850, history indicates that at least two entries on land in this township were made in
Section 22. Town of Hansen was home to four country schools (Bean, Natwick, North Hansen,
Pleasant Valley) until consolidation closed the schools. Country schools did more than educate the
children; they were a social outlet for the community. Highlights of the school year included the
Christmas programs, end of the school year picnics and school meetings; these were all well
attended by everyone.

Town of Hansen is primarily agricultural with many old farms still producing. Tucked in and
around the farmland an occasional new home is starting to dot the rural landscape. In 1921 the
Township Agricultural Exhibit was encouraged to show at the Central Wisconsin State Fair at
Marshfield. Five entries were placed; the town of Hansen won first place and was presented a
beautiful silver cup by the Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune.

Our township does not have any taverns; this would please our namesake Martin R. Hansen as he
was against those types of businesses. Our township is home to many nationalities. We are also the
home of former State Senator W. W. Clark. Mr. Clark also had a farm along the beautiful Hemlock
Creek.

Most of the Town of Hansen roads are paved making travel much easier than in the 1800’s when
horse and buggy traveled on roadways resembling no more than a path through the woods. There
are still paths through the woods in our township. Little known off the beaten path are the town
roads called lanes that are the “unofficial Rustic Roads” of the Town of Hansen. In traveling these
lanes one might still hear the sounds of an axe chopping down a tree, the neigh of a horse, a sleigh
bell or smell the fragrance of wood smoke from homes being heated by wood.

Several old bridges were built years ago to allow travel across the Hemlock Creek. The bridges
have outlived their use for the heavily traveled roads in today’s world and the Town Board is
replacing those large bridges with modern day structures.

Take a drive on our township roads, bring a thermos of your favorite beverage and a snack, and
stop by the banks of the Hemlock Creek. Look carefully as you drive along our country roads and
faint images of old farmsteads from years past may still appear! You may hear the ghosts of years
past...if you are quiet.

The Sesquicentennial of Wood County, Wisconsin




Vesper Area Community Vision:

Vesper is a safe, family-friendly community which
celebrates our small-town characteristics, and we work
together to create a positive environment and exciting
community events.

We are a Heritage Village with thriving businesses that
celebrate our agricultural background. We offer unigue
outdoor recreational opportunities and successful
community-based events.
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Vesper library sees many transitions, finally comes home
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After stroke, artist visits ‘A FEECEfl]l Place’
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Please join us in celebrating a life of art:

Rosella E. DeByl, Artist
“Grandma Roses”

Exhibit: “A PEACEFUL PLACE”

(variations of the theme)
e o ke ok 3 oK 5 oK

December 1 — 31, 2000

McMillan Memorial Library, 490 East Grand Ave.
Wisconsin Rapids, Wi 54494
715-423-1040
ook ok ok ok ok ok kR

Rosella started painting when she was a young woman. She will be 85 years
young the end of December of this year. She was forced to give up her hobby from
1993 to 1999 due to two severe strokes. Rosella lost the use of her right side and
the ability to speak clearly. She was right-handed.

Encouraged by her family to try painting with her left hand, Rosella began the
challenge of rerouting her creative ideas through her left side. In October 1999,
she began painting again and paints nearly every day.

The exhibit includes a few of Rosella’s paintings completed before her strokes,
some transitional work done while training her left hand, and many works

completed over the past year. Her daughter assists by painting the animals and
very small detail if needed. Rosella continues to work on that aspect of her art.

As a result of rediscovering her love for art, Rosella says, “The time goes so fast.
There is not enough time in the day to do everything I want to do.” Finding
painting again has clearly opened bright new horizons for her. Even though
Rosella must now use a wheelchair, she says, “I can go anywhere 1 want to with
my paintbrush. 1 always see a peaceful place...and go there.”

Her family extends a special invitation to please join us at the exhibit on one of the
days that Rosella will attend. She will be at the exhibit on:

Sunday December 3" 2PM-4PM
Saturday December 9" 2PM-4PM

We hope to see you there!

Refreshments will be served. RSVPs would be appreciated but not required.:
Sam DeByl 715-886-5253
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iy THE COMMUNITY CLUB

‘The Vesper community club is sponsored by the Woman’s club. It meets

as o rule every two weeks and the programs are featured by free movies fur-

Vesper Organizations Cont’d

nished by the University Extension Division of Madison. The Vesper Opera
House has repeatedly been packed to the doors by enthusiastic crowds of
movie fans.

LIVE STOCK CLUBS

Though at the present time neither the Vesper Guernsey nor Holstein club
is active, still the nucleus is there and every effort should be made to bring
these clubs to functioning as work of their nature is always needed in every
dairy section.

THE FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

Vesper is strongly represented in the Wood county Farm Bureau., A
branch warehouse is located in Vesper which is managed by John Tenpas. A
wide territory is served by this warchouse. Meetings are held regularly. A
live stock shipping association is in process of organization as this is written.
Max Leopold, Arpin, is the county secretary of the Wood County Farm Bureau.

Vesper Organizations

EEH KIS
WOMAN'S CLUB

The Woman'’s elub of Vesper was organized Feb. 1, 1924, with Mrs. E. E.
Whitehorne as president, Mrs, H. Treutel, vice president; Mrs. Lee Huttman,
secretary, and Mrs. E. M. Witzig, treasurer. The club meets twice every
month and during its existence in Vesper has accomplished some really worth-
while things.

It has to its credit the organization and sponsoring of the community club
and its programs; the 4-H club work in Vesper is due to the efforts of the
Woman's club. To Mrs. Horn especially is due a great deal of credit in this
important work. There are 54 4-H club members in Vesper.

The Vesper Woman's club also does an excellent piece of philanthropic
work. Each year there is a donation day at which time members give articles
of clothing and food for the families of the needy. Needy families are also
further provi({ed for during the year as occasion demands.

One of the most recent achievements to the credit of the Vesper Woman’s
club is the planting and dedication of Vesper's Community Christmas tree in
the village park. Special music and speakers featured the program which was
held in connection with the local schools.

The present officers of the Vesper Woman's club are as follows: Mrs.
E. E. Whitehorne, president; Mrs, Albert Behling, vice president; Mrs. Kate
Camlin, secretary; Mrs. A. L. Hartsough, treasurer.

THE YESPER COMMUNITY BAND

The Vesper band is a credit to the community because of its excellent work
in furnishing weekly concerts in the village park. Prof. Lambert of Wisconsin
Rapids is the leader and director. Otlier officers are Ray Bean, president;
Martin Hoeneveldt, vice president; Albert Behling, treasurer; Wm, Dressen,
secretary; Arthur Zabel, manager. £
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George Baxter signed up to grow pickles for a well-
known pickle company in 1913, They offered 90 cents
¢bushel of 1- 3 1/2 inch pickles. They would furnish
seed and show the farmers how to grow them
profitably. They signed up about 150 acres near Vesper.
Baxter planted one half acre. The soil was sandy loam.
Picking began at the end of August and ran for six
weeks. Since there was no hired help, Baxter, his wife
and nine year old daughter picked nearly five bushels a
day. They sold 196 bushes weighing nearly 5 tons. He
received $126.57 for a rate of over $250.00 an acre.

Equitable Creamery Company, a farmer’s cooperative,
was started on November 20, 1907 on an acre of land,
granted to the company by C. R. Goldsworthy for
$1.00. It operated as a creamery and cheese factory
except for 1 or 2 years until 1921. In the late 30’s and
early 40’s the plant made the base used to make
penicillin. In 1951, Frank Gill purchased the factory
and started Gill’s Wholesale and Retail Wall Paper
business. Sanna Dairies bought the creamery business
and built a new plant.
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Post Candl

The Monogram Hotel was built in 1910 by C. R.
Goldsworthy. He sold it to Elmer Trickey in 1911, who
established the town’s second newspaper “The State
Center” in the lower part of the Hotel. The Hotel was
destroyed by fire in the 1920’s.




Lester Public Library of Vesper Grand Opening May 13

On May 13 a ribbon cutting ceremony at 11 a.m. will kick off the grand opening of the Lester Public
Library of Vesper. The public is invited to attend the program! The library will be open for tours!
Refreshments will be served! Several activities are being planned; come and celebrate this grand event!

The Vesper library has come full circle; the new library is located on the site where the Seifert’s(Horn’s
Hardware) Hardware building stood for many years. The Vesper Library has come home to start a new
beginning.

The first library in Vesper opened May 6, 1950. Mrs. John Smart served as the first Librarian. The library
was located in the Horn’s Hardware building. The library flourished as donated and used books and
magazines were added to the collection.

In 1974 the Vesper Library moved into a new building built by Mr. Frank Swetz. The open house was July
13. 1974. Mrs. Gina Clark was named Head Librarian. The library programs grew rapidly with the addition
of Children’s Story Hour, Summer Reading, Library Art & Craft Show, Nursery School, adult classes,
senior activities and more!

Arlene Marti held the position of Library Director 1990 to 2000. May 6, 2006 the Vesper Library
celebrated it’s 50 year birthday with a program organized by the library director and staff. Modern
technology continued making a big influence on library programs. The numerous library programs started
in early continued to grow in popularity.

Marlene Jochimsen held the position of Library Director from 2001 to April 15, 2006. Marlene enjoyed
planning the Summer Reading Program and Children’s Story Time. These youth programs are very
popular at the Vesper Library. Plans are being made to expand the programs being offered by the library.
Public input is always welcome. Call the new Lester Public Library of Vesper at 569-4669!

Written by Ruth Cline
Columnist for the Lester Vesper Library of Vesper

The list that I found showed the following people served as Librarians:

Mrs. John Smart
Mrs. Dorothy Fox
Sheryl Dupree
Tina Bliek

Gina Clark

Mary Lou Jacunski
Arlene Marti
Marlene Jochimsen

Other interesting facts:

Fines were 3 cents

Rent was $9.00 per month

Village of Vesper gave $500.00 per year library support

County gave $200.00 per year library support

First electric bill was $0.99

Budget for books was $10.00 per month

Early years showed a yearly budget of $500 to less than $1000.00

Meetings indicate the Vesper Library survived due to the generous volunteers in the Vesper area.

Area Volunteers continue their support today!
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Lois Beebe Hayna:
A Birthday Tribute

R By Joan Hershberger

Lois Beebe Hayna, who began writ-
ing poetry in her 60s, celebrates her
90th birthday on January 28, 2003.
One of her early poems, “Late to the
Vineyard,” advises readers to “forget
calendars, ignore warning of frost and
blight” when pursuing long-delayed
ambitions. She presaged her own future
and continues, almost three decades
later, to write.

Her work has not been a casual
endeavor. Hayna is the recipient of a lit-
erary fellowship from the Colorado
Council on the Arts and a winner of the
Top Hand Award from the Colorado
Authors' League. She is author of Never
Trust a Crow, Northern Gothic, and View
From Behind the Mirror, and is coauthor
of The Book of Charms. She has long pro-
moted poetry in the Rocky Mountain
region, serving as one of the founders of
the Foothills Arts Center poetry group in
Golden, Colorado, and of Poetry West in
Colorado Springs. Her most recent proj-
ect was the production of a new CD,
Split Vision, which offers a cross-section
of her work. She has said that “poetry
can be effective as a vocal as well as a
visual art,” and that “technology makes
it possible for poets to bring their words
alive with the voice of the poet.” This
CD includes work from a collection she
is now working on, her nonagenarian
collection, capturing the humor and
poignancy of a post-90 perspective.

Hayna predicted in her poem about
coming to the writing life late that “time
runs earlier than anyone suspects.” She
continues to publish in joumals, judge
poetry contests, and has recently
coedited a 25-year anniversary issue of
Poetry West's The Eleventh Muse. She
enters this new decade still sharpening
her skills and continuing to work with
others who share in the need to write. B
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