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Orrice oF CommissionErs ScrooL AND Univeesity Laxos,
Mapison, Janvary 1, 1855.
Hs Excerrency, WinLiam A. Bagstow,
Governor :

Sir: Herewith we have the honor to transmit, for communica-
tion to the Legislature, the Annual Report of the Board of Com-
missioners of School and University Lands.

Yery Respectfully,
Your ob’t servants,

ALEXANDER T. GRAY,
Secretary of State,

EDWARD H. JANSSEN,
State Treasurer.

GEO. B. SMITH,

: Ait’y General.






REPORT.

O#¥10E oF ComssioNErs Scroor Anp Unrvirsrry LANDS
Mapsox, Jan. 1, 1855

To the Legislature:

The Board of Commissioners “for the sale of School and Umvér-
sity Lands, and for the investment of the funds ansﬁ:g therefrom,”
respectfnlly submit the following ,

REPORT. b

The following tabular statement exhibits the number of acres of
School and University Lands, sold in the several counties in the
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, the amount sold
for, the amount of principal paid, amount of interest paid, and the
amount of principal unpaid; and also exhibits the number of acres

- unsold, of such lands as have been offered at public sale and are
Jow subject to private entry - :



]
Sales of School Lands in 1854.—16th Section.

‘

No.of | No of —a
. ) Amonnt | Prinei Interest | Balance
kil ‘:flré' % u‘g;ﬁ sold for. Pairlfm-l Paid.’ Due.
P e [ N R
Kenosha.......-- 383 e 2,494 00 952 00 | 57 68 2242 00
Racine..occcun-- 40 A ~ 282 50 28 50 13 68 254 00
Walworth.. .. ... 388 60 2371 95 935 95 | 115 36 2133 00
Milwaukee....... 501 oois 4541 10 454 10 | 265 56 4,057 00
Rook cccvanmecena 1320 30 7.172 06 | 1,115 06 | 260 21 6,047 00
‘Washington..... 1240 760 4,892 80 565 80 { 200 93 4,327 00
Dodge.... 7 40 569 68 58 68 26 44 511 00
Jefferson. 161 A 232 02 23 02 12 25 219 00
Sheboygan.......| 720 600 1,952 03 197 03| 91 47| 1,755 00
Fond du Lac...... 1000 160 1.905 00 188 00 83 04 1,716 00
Columbia........| 260 118.64 B.677 93 895 93 | 275 12 7,782 00
11 TR S 3030 == 8,150 08 850 08 | 333 61 7,270 00
Green...... ----__| 8719 A 1,464 38 161 33 | 60 26 1,303 00
La Fayette.....-- 1230 LEasn 3488 44 364 44 | 166 62 3,124 00
Jowa.. .ccucccnn- 8193 1520 99792 64 | 2,587 64 894 67 | 20,205 00
Grant..cecccee-- 8750 840 11,731 40 1,291 40 | 463 57 10,440 00
Browne..ccce-ne- 3% 2560 6,186 56 | 2,142 92| 99 74 4043 €4
Calumet... ... ....| 1740 840 4574 90 470 907} 17403 4,098 00
Manitowoe. . oo -- 4755 240 6,450 36 649 36 | 3 6 12 5,801 00
Bauk oo 7400 | 2520 10,689 68 ! 1,328 63 358 93 9,361 00
Marquete....-.- 5915 1520 9756 32 | 1,027 32 410 15 8,729 00
Wushara ........, 5360 2240 7,332 44 776 44 | 280 06 6,556 00
‘Winnebago......| 1950 174 2,173 54 9231 54 | 90 86 1,942 00
Outagamie 1580 | 4404 2,293 04 297 04 | 59 38 2066 00
Wanpacea. ¢ 5,636 18 585 13 | 260 46 5,0,0 00
Portage ... : 5704 78 | 972 18 | 12152 | 14732
Richland . cocca-n > 18561 35 | 2220 35 | 792 63 | 16,341 00
Crawfordu.ccneun 1240 4920 1,847 72 209 72 | 6516 1,638 00
La Crosse........ 5121 3640 6,633 53 663 53 | 222 39 | 5965
Bt Croix,.cczvv-- 8440 640 10,900 20 | 1179 20 632 54! - ?ﬂm
CPlerce. ... oae-- 8060 480 10,014 28 | 1,090 28 567 58 1
7] | S 6600 5300 8,492 55 922 55 | 361 85 .-3@70
Bud AXeoccveeann 112400 1640 14364 50 | 1,653 50 | 542 27 12,711
Adams. ... ..c--- 10320 | 14000 14.115 85 | 1,866 85 7110 | 12249
Poor ..lacceeann 2720 | 4360 3,764 44 420 44 | 162 16 3.344 00
Kewanuee. ...---! 2160 | 3689 4,465 85 479 85 | 171 07 3,986 00
Total- .- - l'hou | 69: 106,794 27 | 12,497 27 |4041 12 94298 64

il 53435 sk \ovii0 B o




T
Sales of Sechool Lands, 500,000 Aecre Tract, 1854.
No.of | No of e ¢
Amount | Principal | Interest | Balance
S Acres | Acres | sold for. | Pai Paid | . Due
Outagamie.....-- 29775 | 360 | 37531 95 ceee | 1112 ] 37431 95
0conto. - cen neme- 5130 | ... 6,333 40 - | 3343| 643300
i - | 76820 90 -.-.' 1304 60| 76810 90
4663 77 ee-- | 25759 | 4663 77 ,
5,849 66 cee- | 252 24| 5849 66
7.971 82 wee-. | 448 81 | 7971 89
3,625 78 eeee | 17752] 362578
- | 37.926 00 eme 2565 46 | 37.926: 00
120 | 23218 4 . l1054 85 | 239248 74
3954 48 eeee | 17703 3954 48)
101 60 6 27 101 60
438 75 ceee | 2047 438 75
3080 | 27.935 13 o |1314 60 | 27935 13
oee 111,343 40| 252 80 | 671 85| 11.090 60
1, 10,743 04 eeee | 61817 | 10,745 04
920 53 e | 5409 920 53
1,85636] 2014 06 [ 210 95| 94 24| 1,804 00
112 520 40 68 40 | 2425 551 40
- | 5034 46 | 41497 6034 46
Total....c.... 85,7059716,530.36| 263,083 27 | 531 26 |8791 72 | 26755701
Sales of University Lands, 1854.
No.of | No.of i 44
Amount | Principal | Interest { Balance
SOUNTIES. Acres | aoree | sold for. | Par Paid. | Due.
400 | .... | 138036 3936 | 61 737 194100 .
40 | ... 31028 | 33928 | 1056 278 00
753 119 | 3667 14 | 44514 | 143 57 | 3292 00
620 | .... | 252001 26200 | K0O52; 232000
1223 | ... | 390522| 41122 [ 12030 | 349300
4502 S.o. {13763 19 | 1,450 19 | 431 27 | ‘12313 00
2134 | ... | 6203 74, 64474 | 27921} 555900 -
11988 55469 | 5569 | 2855| 499 09
816 deee 1300334 | 30514 | 12017 ] 2269800
720 360 | 327546 | 32946 ;10991 | 2.9«3 by
77| 1481 [ 1816721 28272 | 6195 | 1634'00
520 | 1240 | 3270°62 | 524 62 | #7301 274600 _
800 640 | 2291 90| 59790 | 63401 169400
1230 47 .| 5966 73 | 607 73 | 251.03 5@ ) €1
1250 | ... | 450800 1301 00 | 57 84| 3207°C
548988 3941 !56,499 19 17,290 19 1,987 31| 49,209 00




SALE OF LANDS. , .

From the foregoing statement it will be seen that since the first
day of January last 237,119 87-00 acres of land have been sold, and
that of the lands which have been offered at public sale, and are

,  now subject fo private entry, there remain unsold of 16th sections,
"~ 83,526 64-100 acres; of the five hundred thousand acre grant, 6,-
ch 530 86-100 acres; and of university lands, 3,941 acres.

Under the five hundred thousand acre grant, there remain about
twenty-three thousand acres to be selected, and there are about
10,580 acres of selections in W upacca county, which havenot yet
been offered at publicsale. These are farming lands of first rate
quality well watered and timbered, and will, it is believed, .pro-
duge considerably more than the appraised value. 3

The selections made under this grant by agents appointed some-
times by the legislature, and sometimes by the governor under the
direction of the legislature, should all have been from the choicest
lands in the state and in the best localities; but in some instances
this duty has been shamefully neglected, and the lands selected
have been of the most indifferent character, as appears by the re-
ports of appraisers. Such ig the character of most, if not all, of the
lands so selected, and remaining unsold, excusive of those mention-
ed as lying in the county of Waupacca. 3

In the latter part of the month of September, two university
sections, in Grant county, which had been omitted from former
public sales, were offered at Platteville, and all taken, some of
the subdivisions bringing an advance upon the appraisal. | 5

On the first day of December, selections forming part of the
grant of five hundred thousand acres, were offered in Shawanaw
cotinty ; on the 4th day of December, in Oconto county ,and on
the 7th day of December, in Outagamie county. On the ninth of

~ of the same month, six 16th sections in Brown county, which had

not befo.e been offered at public sale, were so offered “at Green
By, and two of them were tuken at the sale. s ey

The amount received on sales of school land effected smcg(tha
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comtencement of such sales, in each year, appears frum‘ fomﬁ'
reports to be as follows:

In 1849 $74,476 72

¢ 1850 444,964 15

“ 1851 229,790 80

« 1852 61,026 20

“« 1853 14 363,950 8¢ Y

“ 1854 § ' 504,753 35
Total, $1,677,571 08

In the two last years the books in this office show a large amount
of sales, and in each year large tracts sold to individual purchasers,
the fund being thus greatly increased. The lands once offered at
publie aunction are by law subject to private entry, and the atnotint
to be sold at private sale to any one person is not limited. The
Governor and the commissioners have the power to withdraw
such portion of them from sale as in their discretion “it may not
be advantageous to sell or dispose of, and for as long a time as in
their opinion will be most benefi¢ial to the university and school
fund.” The extent of this discretion; thus defined by the law;:
gives'no option on the part of the Governor and commis‘sidﬁeﬂ
to refuse the sale of lands on account of the gnantity applied for
by any one person being more than he esn oecupy for his own
use, since the more rapidly sales can be effected, so much sooner
will these funds realize the benefit of the endowement of lands
bestowed upon the State by the general government. And if ‘in!
the end only the appraised value is to be obtained, the sooner the
lands are sold the better.

It is for the legislature, however, to consider whether tilena ni'é
reasons relating to the promotion of other interests than those of
the sehool fund and the system of common sthools relying apon
it for support, sifficient to induce the adoptlon of a policy. hm;
and restrlctmg the sales of these lands. : A1 ob

f B oh

; LOANS.. . - Ll wh

3 i ™} 21 ok

The following statement shows the amounts. loaned to individee
2
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als, and the whole amount loaned in each county; of school and
university funds, and also the amount of interest paid in advamce
upon such loans. : {

BROWN COUNTY.

School: Loan. Interest.

Dec 31,1853 . M J Mead 500 00 | 35 10
Jan 26, 1854 John W Colton 440 00 28 57
940 00 63 67

CALUMET COUNTY.

University.
Jan 9, 1854 James Robinson 125 00 8 52
March 16, 1854 William Fowler 3% 400 00 22 07
do 26, do Orsamus D Fowler, 300 90 16 56

825 00 47 15

COLUMBIA COUNTY.

School.

Jan 7, 1854  John A Grand 150

do 17, do E K Vaughan 300 20 06
do 20, do Alfred A West and Thomas West 400 26 50
do 20, do Horatio T Thomas 200 13 25
do 20, do John Brickwell 200 13 25
do 20, do Gorge M W Carey 200 13 25
do 27, do James Devine 200 12 95
do 28, do Catherine Hermong 200 12 36
Feb 17, do William M Drake 500 31 38
do 8, do Edmund F Lewis 200 12 51
do 8, do John Irving Jr 150 g 33
do 10, do Solomon Clark 100 6 21
do 10, do John Sines 200 C 1127
do 10, do Joel Clark 100 . 821
do 10, do A C Ketchum 500 30 90
do 11, do C G MeChullock 500 30 99
do 13, do William McDonald 250 15 30
do 14, do L W Barden 300 18 32
do 14, do M R Keegan 500 "800
do 14, do H McFarlane _ 500 80 70
do 14, do ‘William Armstrong 500 80 0
do 16, do Casper F Martin 100 , 6 12

do 16, do H B Anderson Hoo 30 61

.



do 17,
do 17,
do 17,
do 20,
do 21,
do 21,
do 21,
do 24,
do 28,
Aprl,

Feb 3, 1854

do 3,
Mar15,

Dec 80,1854

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do

do

do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do
do
do

11

Frederick C Curtiss
N H Wood
Robert Thompson
M T Draper
Merwin Moses
Edwin N Storms
James Holloway
Martin N Peck
Joseph Hartman

A Thompson
Hugh M Thompson

University.
Thomas Christopher

C H Moore
H M Beecroft

DANE COUNTY.

School.

John M Dudley

John Kershaw

Clara Weed

P & W Batler

Francis Gault

John Collins

Abraham Bradley
Sylvester B Williams
Augunstus W Dickenson |
Frank H Firman 1
Alexander L Collins

W D Bird

Daniel Davidson
Demming Fitch :
Benjamin F Denson
Warren K Hawes

George M Oakley

John Parkinson -

Andrew Smith

William A Pierce -
Daniel MeDonald
Algernon 8 Wood

M L Boyce

" 200

150
250
150

9450
400

; 400
200

1000

Interest.
24:38
30 22
918
10 21
18 08
1206
12 00
11 83

81756
1318

564 37

25 09
25 09
11 08

63 26



Mch 4, 1854
do 4, do
do 7, do
do 13, do
do 13, do
do 16, do

May15, do

Jan 22, do

Novie, do

Sept20, do

Feb 1, do
do 2, do
do 3, do
do 8, do
Mchls, do
do 16, do

Féb 23, 1854
do 23, do
do 23, do
do 27, do
do %, do

March 2, 1854

do 7, do
do' 8, do
do 8, do
do 21, do
do21, do

March 23, 1854

Jaw'y 24, 1854
Feb ' 4, do

William Freaman
Oharles 8 Peasley
Joseph Gray

Jonn Robinson

A C Preus

Alvis Fix

H W Nickerson
Adalbert Inaman
R F Wilson

E Richardson

Total
University.

Thomas Heeran
Leonard W French
John W Hunt

J R Brigham
Harom Jordan
Elisha W Keyes

DODGE COUNTY

Sehool.
Michael Ames

Lawrence Connor
A Bryant

H E Connit

A B Jones
Piitrick O'Hara
William Cabkirk
William C Rice
L H Chase
Catharine Hart
Michael Keelly

University.
R Cowles

'YOND DU LAC COUNTY.

School.

Rudolph Ebert
& John Lyons

Loan, Taterest.
200 11 42
300 72
500 28 46
100 5 64
300 18 81
100 ‘5 52
200 8 75
400 14 61
200 171
300 '5 83
$9,705 00  $573 30
350 22 46
200 12 74
300 19 05
500 31 28
200 11 08
500 27 59
300 19 42
300 17 90
500 29 36
500 29 36
200 12 55
100 515
500 28 46
500 28 86
500 38 36
200 10 85
200 10 85
3,700 215 17
500 32 31
500 82 66
100 6 33
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Mareh 4, 1854 0 Fletcher Fairbank + B 1 |
da! 7, do -J H Haight ellsid & 500 2846
do 8, do Cornelius Maugan 280 15 88
de 11, do 'E Munger 425 23 96

s 1,955 115 92
University. :
March16, do W H Walker ot 300 16,54

GREEN COQUNTY,

School.
Jan'y 12, 1854  Ezra Westeott 500 . 33 98
Feb' 15, do Thomas Fenton 800 -20. 08
Feb 24, do M Briggs 200 11 90
‘ 1000 65 89
March 6, 1854 James M Seales” . 400 22 84
: GRANT COUNTY,
School. _ 5
"do 8, do Henry Correll HTEE U500 28 55
do 18, do ‘Henry Clark $ar . 500, z%d
Apitl, do  "“George H Cox 600 202
do 1, do Wﬂham FDewey “=* 500 26 25
: . 2000 109 12
JETETC HA20n
Towa Capgry.
i Moqr- { ; 1V H
Feb 1%, do Ephraim Norton """ . ' 400
do 21, do - Jobn B Skinner Eﬁ
do 25, do Jobn B Skinner, Jr " ' 500,
March 7, do “‘R D Talford, - 800,
do ¥, do " M M Cothren e o
lan'y’'84, do "' Charles Wilson s o
oy$6, do  'NBBoyden i,
36 Lo 0gs 2,782




March 15, 1854
do - 16, do

Jan'y 21,1854
Feb 15, do
do 15, do
do 28, do
March 1, do
do 4, do
do 11, do
AprillS, do
Nov 25, do

Jan 20, 1854
do 27, do
Feb 1, do
Mar 7, do
do 8, do
do 20, do
do 27, do
Aprl, do
‘Mar 8, do

3

Jan 1, 1854
do 1, do
y 28, do
¥ 8 do
do 22, do
r 7, do

(io ,’ do
.dol " do

14

University.
Joseph Miller
Charles 8 Millard

JEFFERSON COUNTY.
School.

Stephen Faville
‘Walter H Besley
D Howell

John E Holmes
Justice Carpenter
James Fraser

A H Waldo
John J Perkins
E H Benson

LA FAYETTE COUNTY.

School.

E W Hart
Thomas Baty
Preserved Ireland
J H Earnest
James B Gray
Michael Feirney

J R Rose

Peter Parkinson Jr
Samuel G Bugh

R

LA CROSSE COUNTT.
- School.
William M Young '
Dayid MecConnell
Wikliam MeConnell
Robert Looney
Cyrus K Lord
D M. West
A J Ellis
David, Wright

L

500
300

800

500
300
500
300
440
250
500
354
500

3,644 73

150
200
400
500
500
300
300
200

73

500 -

3050

350
150
200
500
500
500

500

3,200

Interest.
17 69
T 1496

L4425

32 94
18 48
30 13
17 50
25 67
14 38
28 72
17 58
3 50

—

188 35

9 91
12 95
25 67
28 46
28 36
16 32
15,92
10 50
28 07

176 15

24 50
30 50
12 9%
31 09
29 94
28 46
.28 36,

{

o 8T 88,

193 68




Feb 17, 1854
do
do

Mar 211
do 21,

Mar 2, 1854

do 9,
Oct 12,

Jan 13,
do 13,
do 30,

Feb 18,
do 21,
do 23,
do 28,
do 28,

Mch- 4,
do ' 4,

Apl 13,

Dec 31,
Jne 17,

Mchlg,
do 18,

do
do

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

do

do

do

do
do

13

MILWAUEKEE COUNTY.

aout School. Loan. Interest,
Haven Powers 500 30 22
John Carmody : 500 35 00
Edward O'Neil 400 21 70
1,400 - 86 92
MANITOWOC COUNTY, .
Sckool. !
D B Knapp . 300 17 44
Fredrick Solomon sl adoB 0 14 00
Henry Bom 181 2 73
631 3¢ 1%
MARQUETTE COUNTY. "
William L McKenzie 500 3381
‘W H Gleason 500 33 81
A D Wiight 450 28 97
E B Craig 500 33 42
A W Stow - 500. 30 03
M W Seely 400 23 87
W P Bowman - : 800 17 56
George H Chamberlain : ‘250 14 '8¢
Sylvester Wade . 73 200 1150
Royal T Wells 200 11 80
A: G Beuham 158 77
' Total 3,958 00 246 89
OUTAGAMIE COUNTY.

School. .\ 11 p I dot

David P Mead ' oy 500 -85,.10
) PIERCE~ OOUNTY, ' 90

: * School.

James M Bailey 500 18 75
: BICHLAFD COUNTV.

U”iM' TS 12 da'l
Albert C Daily viiid () () 250 B8 gl
David B Young : 500 27 42

- . Total 750 4113
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RACINE, COUNIY,
. School. Loan. Interests
¥eb 16,1854 W Spaford 500 - 30 50
do 24, do Thomas Moyle 250 14 .78
750 45 28
ROCK COUNTY.

School.
Jan’y 20, 1854 A G Felt 200 .- 13 26
Feb 6, do Jobn L Thomas 500 31 28
do 14, do . John Ferrine 500 30 70
do 24, do Isaac F Smith 500 29 75
do 25, do _ Chancey I King 500 29 46
March™ 2, do Cyrus Curtice 200 11 63
do 10, do Thomas R Wooliseroft 500 28 17
Nov 16, do F Whittaker 200 17
Dec 20, do H O Wilson 500 % 96
July 6, do S C Willett 500 16 88
do 6, do W Wigginton & Co 500 16 88
do 22, do Tsasc Woodell 500 15 85
5,100 226 02

University.
Feb 2, do Levi Alden 500 81 85
arch 6, do George B Ely 500 28 55
124, do G W Bunce 500 27 21
1,500 87 61
SAUK COUNTY :

School.
Feb 18, do’ E H McLanghlin 100 6 06
March 5, E G Wheeler 150 ‘8 66
Oct 9, Charles E Jenkins 500 T 84
50 22 56

$T. CROIX COUNTY. ; :

School.
Feb 27, do Dexter B Bailey 200 o 1179
do 27, do 0 D Gray 218 12 85

418 24 64
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CSHEBOYGAN OUNTY.

: J i wo i« ed Lm. e Iqm:i
Jan'y 16, 1854 nc Hobert 3007 ohooa2é 1
Feb 9, do Frederick Stacks 500 31 18
March ™7, do James Baldwin 200 - 11 40
do 13, do L W Wright 100 5 58
do 13, do Elijah Dawley: v 250 13 95
: 1,350 82 22
WALWORTH COUNTY: ' | ' DI TEeeR
" Scﬁod. 164 j ol ob o8 | b,
Dec 27, do Eleazer Wakely 300 21 17
Jan’y 3, do E Estabrook 500 34 81
Feb 4, do John M Evans 200 12 %9
Feb 14, do Albon H Perry Ciasaom o 500 30 79
Feb 18, do W P Allen 500 30 80
March 4, do Thomas Gage o« 500 28 74
Nov 9, do Augustine W Dickinson - . 275 o eyl
i . rhat — h——l..._ b
2,775 » 161 'rs h
WAUKESHA COUNTY. | '/ 1 o .
C SCM- : T A u!‘ f' i ‘.‘"‘..”.
Jan 17 1854 Ausbn H Taylor 17 3007 o0t oom
do 20 _do RobartWelr 1o 7600, 83104
do* 24 do Henry O Wright 500 32 66
do 24 .~ do Jacob Hern 400 26 21
Feb 10, do Benediet A Bovee 500 81 o9
do 10, do Ransom Kesler v ) 350 21 7¢
do 10, do Thomas W Pitman s 900 1 34 09,y
do18;1 do Stephen Platy e AT “150 9.9
do 15, do J.U Hilliard 800 e BQ”G[
do 21, do Robert Rogers I 500 80 03
do 21, do John A R:ce I Jiagh bovotq 500 11130 08
do 22, 5/do ' Tasue Kate : | % SEE L g 29 94
do 23, . do) .,.i Robert H. MéCarter 1. ] - 1500 0l - oiliggigy of
do 25 " do “_’Johnlgiﬂiamq, iodandt of Ho#00§ ozl -;;4231’1: -
do 27,7 dg’ O N'Cols hont Sor. 350 . #0855 ;
Mch 6, -do: i ‘Homer Hurd -7 0101 T Loggaii e =0 75
do 8, .'Iaraelillcqauwdl ishbig oift To 0936 &L ~z,3 w'»
do 15,40 “ AL o oAl HTe SO £ 21151
do-16) do” L, B aTieepege P ﬁ
do 15, :do. . W EM.';);:: fr oRallisdl gega od Hw W Sl?v
APT lII M . zizlf!! ._T-, ‘-1.1'3' _.m B 1) ~.|0! “‘!Ih
M’7 25‘ l'do 7 icN T U | S swolly 8,48,
51 odt of .,—w “‘; OO VAR O DOMEOL DOWOIR :
ok ig u ads T T —
9,650 554 47

3
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WAUKESHA €OUNTY.

: Uﬂiq;;rsity. Loan. Tuterest.
Mch -9, 1854  Andrew E Elmore izt 300 ... 18 96
do: 21, do Nelson P Hawks : 500 pr oG 58

800 3 ‘4;“54

WAUPACCA COUNTY.

School.
Feb 27, do P G Chase ; 500 29 36
do 27, do B F Phillips 500 29 36
Mech 13, do John M Vaughan : 500 28 07,

5 1,500 " g6 19

s WINNEBAGO com:;rr. ‘

: School. 3
Feb 9, de A A Austin 2 190 11 85
do 11, do Charles Brady 500 30 80
do-23; . do J Murdock 500 - 30 52
do 23, do Richard P Eighme 340 20 29
April 8, do W L Williams 500 25 92
May 15, do A F Larrabee 150 -1 6 56,

¢ doots; “do H'W Nickison 200 . %88

Sept21, ' do A'TLippen 500 - ;11,24

1 12,880, 14k 70

i University. i b "9
uareh 31, do 8 L Brooks 200~ 1 10:50

Tot.al Loans from School Fund 73.663 73 b
University 9,125 00 B

By {irtue of an act approved April 1, 1854, entitled “An, act :
to suthorize a loan tothe Universityof Wlmonsm," the Odmm;s-.
sioiérs have also loared to that institation  the sum of; twd\!e
thohhand seven hundred, and thirty- five dollars and thlrtytlﬁ'ee
centq ($12,735 33) out of the prmclpa! of the Umvérslty F‘nnd.

With the exception of the loan last mentioned; to  the State Us-
versl".y,clt will be seen that these moneys have Beeﬁ loaned’ tofln- e
dividuals in sums varying from five hundr‘ed ﬂo’llsﬁs, the “&r@st,h

nn‘t allowed to be loaned to any one person, to the least sum,

4 9 i (0an.e




0g -
bogtediiwic ¥ (o o 19 43 o010 MW
which'is one.hundred dollars! “For ‘these Toans “wol Hive taken’ '
mortgage security in' donformity- with law, and the mortgages Tim}é‘{
all been recorded: These, togsther' with:the ‘evidences of title in
each cass’ and of its fréedom from ‘incumbrance, are on file in ﬂiﬁe
officd of ‘the! Secretaryof State; subject to the inspection” and ex-
amination of the Legislature, | VPR S
The law upon this subject requires, ‘that allxpén';onsdpﬁ’jﬁfﬁg for "
a loan shall produce to the Commissioners, for their inspection, the ©
title papers, showing a clear and valid title in fee simple, withont” |
inéumbrance, to the property offered in pledge, and not ‘defived
through any exeeutor or administrator’s sale, ‘or sale on’execution.
Sec.i65; Cliap. 24, Revised Statutes. Tt is also provided in'this
section' that'the Commissigniers sha_il'-d't"x‘ly' inform themselves'of the
value:of: réal estate offéred in pledge as aforesaid, and shall judge
of the! validity of ‘the title thereof. I in
Sections 74.and 71 provide that no greater suir than five Hhndred
dollars, nor less than' one hundred shall be loaned to any ore per-”
son; land'that  no loan'shall'be made fof & longer period ‘than five "’
yearsioo 1udvg svad ow elifr 1o golisnl 7 E1i - :' & LDV I58d
Sdetion’ 76 provides that the sum ' Toaned ‘shall mot exceed one 3
half ‘of the appraised valde élesr of all perishable improvements,
and-the commissioners miay reduce the amount to be loaned, &e. ' "
Section’ 79 requires the persoa applying for a loan to produce a.
and filé with the ecommissioners a complete chain of title to i thé'__j,
land offeréd to be midrtgaged, and the certificate of the clerk of *
the cireait court, anld register of deeds of the county in which the.
land lies, shoWiﬁg"thi;t"fﬁefq_ i3 no conve j'qh'_ce_of, nor incumbrance S
on, ‘said land; in either of ‘their 'tdmcé‘é.".' Z s s Sl
By scction 80, the applicants befora he receiyes the monsy, obe, .
loaned, must make, oath t the truth of an,abstract of tille to his,
land, and , that there is n incumbrance, or. better, claim, inaw.or.. .
eq“rt] th“‘he km‘f%?l: I?Qhe"e?s Jpon, or.to said land. . ; o ot

T { tlarcons
il JLIYLTI0Y
i

These arg,the guards tha the law: has-thrown around:the dogincs e

ing of the Schoul,.and; Bniversity, Fand, sad.it!is -the stutyof the .

commisgioners to see that every provision of law above cited is

5
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complied with, before they part with the money. Nolwithstand-
ing all .‘t}:ﬁg}g{prgcmtiops the law-is deficient, and if public officers:’
had not been more mindful of the interests of this fund, than: the
flegisié}tufé has been, it might have suffered-in conseqhence ofsuch'«
defact, Several defects of the law were pointed out /by the com-="
>mi§siqgs:3_1:sjin: their annnal reports, in the-years 1851 and 1852, bufi®
‘no amendment has yet been made. The commissioners, however, =
. did their doty, and supplied what was wanting by rules requiring
applicants fo produce a certificate of the clerk of the board of su- -
pei_'vi@ra:,,‘o'i" the county, that the land offered as security is clear
from taxes or out standing tax titles, and,.in some cases, the certif- !
jcate of the clerk of the distrigt conrt. of the United -States, that.’
there are nojudgments of that court affecting the title. These,'to-~
gether w1thother rules-ga_lculaﬂ;ed to ensure greater certainty of
the'suﬂic_a'@'cj of securities offered, we have adopted;-and; excepi
the certificate of the clerk of the United States district court, ~which 1o
we only require when we deem it proper to do so, evidences of se-
curity in accordance therewith will be found with the papers reld=ol
ting t0 e}alfg lean made by ne: With such precautions strietlyio:
observed. and with due investigation of title, we have great confiss,
dence that the fund: will not, be likely todncur evan.ingonsiderixblﬂﬂ
losses. Theloans being smalliin amount are generally applieddori .
by 'pe.mgns,whb need.a 1itt1_eln;}9gey, at a reasonable rate-of -inter- s
est, to improve their farms, or to retain ppssessiqn of _,thgrph-‘,wd._
with the rise in the value of real estate, the sccurity, beipg. SYerY) s
year enhanced, the failures to‘lﬁ:zlikeklppyﬁl_gg}:_q{ interest ox of Prin:, |
cipsl, aow bt fow, will be propertionally, Josseped, 110, siuotio o
TES faty, providing in Sec, 74 Chap. 2k, Revised Blatutes, that
no loai shall be made for a'IOHgg};j?eri_gd than five yeass, pravides
also, “That any person obtaining a loan 'rpa‘.y!_hav_fg“the_ Bi'syil_egg _95
ext&ﬁding‘t_ﬁytime'o?paﬁ’ﬁéntjéf“’ﬁi&;’iriﬁ’gﬂp_‘dl}ﬁfcsm yéart‘ci‘j&%'dn :
payment afmuallyifi idvande of {1{# intdrest on the sﬁih’d’ﬁg’;“‘e’lﬁ‘{’j(‘;
P o itltafost Epaciiodin'the GitgHHal Mortgage, and ‘the }%ﬁ@,“{
tare may heréaﬁer-‘ch‘hﬁgé'~th8'-1‘£‘6v=’§6"’29“£6§ fequird payment of
~ suchulodned nioneyJahauy(ixm*hﬁﬁF one y&l' fiethithé Hhiewhen!
the original creditishall have dxpitkd,i< By {lis provision swhile

i botis evods wal 1o moiaivorq yrovo dndl 002 O g9 1101281 HIOIOD
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‘the borrower has the privilege of extending the time éfﬁiﬂﬁh‘g
“the prineipal of 'the loan made to him, upon péi’-f&&-iii‘én'é%d”ft' the
.condition named, he is left to the uncertainty.of /the agtioh of the
legislature, which may, in ;'tg;'d;'stc;etljpn, at any time after one year
from the date of the loan call in the whole amount. Instead of

this we are of the opinion, and we respectfully suggest, the smend-

ment of the law to that effect, that the interest being paid annual._
ly, the period for which loahs are mads €hould be extended to ten
years, or even a longer time. ' T6 require the paymetit'of: the Prin-
cipal in any shorter period, is only to incﬂrtha.fwmfe‘iﬁ‘l@#%
& new investment, which would bé ussless whenitb_;e S?Cll'i}lfj' qu
oﬁe‘a‘lr‘aady made stands good.  While the interests (of the fund
would in no wise suffer from such a provision, the accommodation
to the ‘class of persons, who are in general the borrow. rs, would
be very greatly increased. SO M

§
azaecl n0Q

TOTAL OF LOANS. zoq1aq 1520 10
Whole amount due from individuals in the several cogaties on
account of loans from the school and University fands, on the

thirty first day of December, 1853, $154,886 5% |
Amount of loans made to individuals in 1854 i o7 oo 88,788 18
do do . do university, 1854 ., - i d2,785°83 :
e o L anit i oSSR
do ' paidonloans in 1854 e .
3 J iz 1o dnsowms od) of aoitel L GIR
' '_fotal due on loans ol of tnsjdus v 544 (5T S
Aot : . ot ‘.'xfrm'-r';";'i']'
Amount received on account of School Fund d ;1;81 g"iu E ,
AN O N e e o ob bl ahe &
: 8 T 0803
On sales previounsly made P T h§§ ho%ﬁo ) g
On sales of land duringthe year 1851 *"' " *' o AR 0Ty
On'loans paid- g s his casoh brrsit Too 986 01 =
On fines and forfeitures : 12873 120:1 ]
5 percent. penalty on forfeited lands 2,150 o7 %
 Total Receipts _ $94883 97 °
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Amount paid out on same account.
Onloans ;i) =il '
“For other purposes
Total' Disbursements
SOHOOL FUND INCOME.

Receipts
Disbursements, moneys apportioned to counties

UNIVERSITY FUND.

Amount received on account of university fand.

On sales previously made .
On sales of lands during the year 1854
On loans paid

§per cent. penmalty on forfeited lands

| § -

Amount paid out on same account.
On loans
For other purposes

Ty

e

o
TUNIVERSITY FUND INCOME.

Receipts :
Disbursements to university

$73,663 73
11,332 83

et et

$34,996 06

$106,285 08
97,188 88

$2,597 47
6,959 72
950 00
138 40

$9,945 59
$21,860 33
38 60

$21,898 93

88,775 08
10,640 00

‘For a complete and detailed statement of the receipts and dis-
burdements of these fands, we refer to the report of the Secretarj
of State, for the year ending December 31st, 1854, and for inform-
ation in relation to the amount of scheol and university funds now
in the'treasury, subject to loan, we refer to the report of the State

Treasurer.

The capital of the school fand amounts, at this time, to the sum

of ‘81,670,258 77, being an increase since December 31st, 1853, of 1

$528,454 49. Pt
'fh} ’cii\fé;';l consists of the following items:

Dhe on sales of land, heretofore made ‘

Die on sehool fund loans

In the treasury

10 UGlL=

$1,415,262 50,
2,220,814 34

84,682 03

g T
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The capital ‘of the university fand to this date, amounts to the

sum of _ $161,146 61
And consists of the following items: o

Due on sales of land - 135,916 28

Due on loans 25,230 33

$161,146 61
- The following statement exhibits the number of acres of school
and university lands forfeited in the different counties during the
year 1854, the number of acres sold and the number of acres nnsd_ld,
together with the amount sold for, and the amount of five per cent.
penalty realized to the school fund on that account:

Lorfeited Lands, Siztsenth Section.

No. of No. of No.of

Amount Amount
OOUNTIES. Acres Acres Acres
Forfeited sold. unsold. Due. sold for
—
40 = 2 51 00 57 62
200 q 393 00 459 67
33042 2338 1.009 00 920 44
76 - 121 00 136 52
5 120 162 00 R
320 a3 1.485 09 1800 13
2784 5 531- 00 - 649 9?
490 L 1467 00 - L3t
20 1 338 00 - 411 3
560 40 1.260 00 - -~ 1075
40 e 164- 00 - 18418 .
992 i E 10000 - =119
50 o 225-00 250
230 e -549-00 618’
80’ i ---838-00 -939
47220 40 “1410 00- -| - - - - 1:540) 6!
18224 15850 701 00 25%°
80 161 00 ---- 18}
Portage.......:... 40 -54 00 L6l
Rogkics.oaisiaa| 53495 | 51875 % 445100 | - &
Regpe. 1 _____. 1 302 00 A o
i gl e 198 00 994 T8
e e
R ’%ﬁﬁ :
40 1600100 ) . EQ54TL
£ 364 00 # 44
e ot o3400 1119759891
59756 | 2064156 | 21262 79
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Forfeited Lands in the 500,000 Aere Tract...

> Cost of
No.of | No.of | No.of | Amount Amount "
COUNTIES. Actes | Acres | 'Acres | due be- of ir::te;:s‘:f f‘o'l'émfz"
Forfeited] Suld. | Unsold. [fore Sale| Penalty. fi d:e ahiE T
08k |
Bad Ax...... 760 | 1760 949 17| 47 46] 95 77| 1092 40
Brown._.....| 120 120 212 04 10 60| 31 19 253 83
'Calamet...... 9516.73| 2,516.73 4336 60| 216 83 346 73| 4500 16
Columbin..... 160 160 203 20 10 16 19 75| 233 11
i Crawford....-. 40 40 50 73 2 54 404 57 31
Dane.:.omnue 200 200 515 85| 25 79| 38 57| 5v0 2k
Grant........ 280 230 417 56 20 88 32 66| 471 10
T R 40 40 80 42 402 6 12! -~ 90 56
Jeffereon......| 24850] 20350] 40 320 00, 16 00] 29 60/ 311 34
La Crosse.....| 3,959.50 2.959.50 5136 D1l 2356 80 702 64, 5895 45
La Fayette....| 1,040 1,040 1302 03] 65 10 102 90| 1470 05
Manitowoe....| 3,030 3,080 4031 62| 204 00 359 86| 4645 54
Outagamie.. .. 183.75 183.75 410 38 20 52 31 17| 462 07
Richland...... 200 200 254 15 12 71 o) 241 257 10
= 320 320 480 20 924 01 38 59| 542 80
4,769.10{ 4,769.10 6027 09] 301 33| '487 98| 6316 42
Waukesha....| 180 180 186 00 9 30 15 02{ 210 32
Total ... - -- 18,097.58|18,057.58 20 24963 02| 1248 15| 2363 £3(28319 80
University Lands Forfeited.
No.of | No.of | No.of gt
OOUNTIES. Acres Acres Acres Agount me;m
Forfoited| . Sold. | Unsold.| ~ o ‘ Cr? o5
i SN ERrRaR G 122| 422 4700 - 53 14
b OreeNicee-cccessecssssanccanes 39.38 39.38 106 00} 119 22
Fonddulac. .cccaem-ianammenn- 40 40 163-00!- - 183 06
Fonddulac occecaccoccaannas 40 40 212-00} - 237 94~
Fouddn Lac_ .- ..coposonessmnns 40 40 203 00| 233 46
Winnebago.. .o o eaesnzconmanss 40 40 253-00} 319 28
g_mqebago... 40 40 953 00 283 86
INNEDAZO.. e o mdan mmm e m e 40 40 253 -00} < 263 '86°
e a e s (R R spm=n = Fract’al. | Fract’al 27 00 80774
........................ " “ 18 00| 2066
ROCK. e caecanmmmmmcammosannn o gt 1800 2192
Rock... Ve R 40 40 235 00} 263-7¢
ManitoWoe.. oo omimmnnn-omnnn 40 40 40 103 MRS A
Richland ... ccecvocraemacnanan 40 490 107 00 -120 34
Aofal. ... ooeesoseanenn-nt 401601 (40160] 40 |2,008 00l2,171 18

Thd preceding statewent shows that nearly all of the lands 80
forfeited, amounting to about twenty-five thousand acres, have been

re-sold during the present year, at the appraised value -with costs-
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and charges of sale, and five pericent: penalty added: /By section
3 of an ‘‘act in relation to sehool land,” approved March19; 1858,
it is made  the ‘‘duty. of ; the commissioners, whenever any - of the
school, or university lands shall have been forfeited for the space of
six months: by reason of the.nonpayment of prineipal or interest,
to advertise in some newspaper published in the county in which
guch lands lie, &ec., that snch forfeited lands are sibjeet to private
entry by any person applying therefor, and the minimum. priee for
such tracts or parcels of land so forfeited, shall be the amiount due
thereon at the time of such re-sale, together with the costs-of sale.”

Under this section the lands are subject to private éntry as:soon
as they advertlsed on the terms stated in the section.

We are of the opinion, thatthis law disregards both the interest
of the original purchaser and of the school fund.

The law upon this subject, 'before it was repealed by the: forago-
ing section, was much the best; it provided that all forfeited lands.
should be offered at public sale, before they could be subjected to
private entry. See. 27, chap. 24, revised statutes. 'By this provi-
sion i‘,he‘pqrchdser has abundant time and opportunity to redeem his
land, and in case it shonld not be redeemed, the fund could rea-
lize the increased va'ne thereof. Besides, the failure to pay inter-
est'is often the result of mistake, and in many cases while the pur=:
chaser su’ppoaed his interest was paid, and while he was in the
quiet possession and enjoyment of his property, it has been sold.

This law should at least, be sor amended as not :to allow such
lands to be .sold until the delmquent list has been advertised for:
the per:od of three months at least.. By this means an opportuni-’
ty would be a.ﬂ'orded to correct errors and mistakes, and to pay the
lntereat in most cases, where parties interested desire to do so.:

Under the, power given to us by section 101, of chapter 94, re-
vised sta.tute, we have, in several instances, when we were safis~
fied that the failure to pay interest was iniconsequence of some
Imstake or mlsuuderstandmg, re-called the certificate issued-on the:
reaale of f%felted lands,, a.nd allowed the original pnre]maer to retain
hig. land by paying, thp costs of adve;-usmg and t.he five por ¢ent-]
pena.lty > igod 10 1951 191l 08 ff Dojasy



26

By an Act'approved - April 1,1854, the governor ‘and ‘cormis-
sioners of the school and university lands were a‘nthoﬁzati and em"
powered to reorganize. the manner of conducting the sale of these
lands, and of keeping the accounts of ‘the funds aﬁaiiig therefrom.
Accordingly about the first of July, a chief clerk, Walter H. Bes-
ley, and a sufficient number of subordinate clerks were appomted
for the transaction of the business. The re- orgamzatmn contem-
plated by the aet, which was commeneced as soon as practicable af-
ter providing the books required for the purpose and addltlonal of-
fice room, had become absolutely necessary for'the proper man-
aoement of the multiplied and continually increasing transactions
growing out of the sales of land and the investment of funds, ‘and
there was a large arrearage of work to be brought up from the
transactions of former years—an arrearage occasioned by the want
of sufficient clerical force to do the duty required by law. Anex-
amination of the affiairs of this office will show the neGessity for
the provision made by the act referred to, and will further :faliﬁw,'
we hope, that the intention of the legislature Has thas far been'
faithfully and successfully answered. We eamesf:ff‘ réﬁéimr'l'eﬁd'!
that permanent provision be made for the ‘expense’of a competent'
number of elerks, and that appropriation be made at as ‘early : a.pe-
riod of the session as possible, to meet the expenses a!ready’ mcun;-.
ed.

The number of subordinate ‘clerks may be reduced, after a! ghqxt
time, without inconvenience, a'larger number being’ reqmsn‘.q at
present than will be needed when the work for whlcﬁ they have
been employed, shall be further advanced, and’ fha prm of the !bu- ‘
siness in the first months of the year shall be over.  We als'(ll siig-
gest that these expenses are properly chargeable to thé' 5(:}1601
university fund i TS and that their psyment b'e dlrected i’éébrd—
mg] Y. 4 Hgte Dealv

Src. 52, of chiap. 24 R. 8., vests in the comumnionéi‘s “the g
abeare and supervision of all lands belonging to’f.hiﬁ sta‘te” and’ f 7
allthe lands in which the state has an interest, o which ate t}? ﬁklfy
be held intrust by the' state uiiless'the snpaﬁﬁténdéﬂb&ﬁié ; f}"
YT

il
vested in some other officer or board.” : s A

IlJll
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Sgo. 49, of chap. 134, makes it “the special duty of the smperin-
tendent of schools in each town, who may have knowledge of, or
who may receive information of” trespassers upon school or uni-
versity lands, “to forthwith inform the district attorney of the conn-
tyin which he ghall reside of the trespass committed, of the name af
the trespasser or trespassers, and of the name of the witness or wit-
nesses,” and then directs the district attorney to prosecnte.

Under the power given by the first cited section, the commis-
sioners have the care and superintendence of the swamp lands be-
longing to the state, and they havereceived letters at various times
vithin the last three months, informing them that trespasses were
daily being committed on such lands, and, particularly as to those
lying near the Mississippi, that preparations were on foot for ex-
fensive trespasses during the present season, in the cutting and
arrying away of timber. We have been urged from different
sources to appoint agents to attend to the interests of the state, and
prevent, if possible, the commission of such depredations.

The provision made by section 49, chap. 134 R. 8., above cited,
i evidently altogether inadequate to affect any good result.in
sparsely settled counties, and in those it is, chiefly, that such tres-
passes are committed. A more effective mode of prosecution should
also be provided than that indicated in section 47 of the same chap.
for tho psosecution of trespassers upon school 2nd university lands,
and should embrace in its operation cases of trespass upon every
description of lands belonging to the state.

In conclusion we feel it to be our duty to press upon the atten-
tion of the legislature the fact, that during the five years that this
vast fund, amounting now to nearly two millions of dollars, has
been under the management of commissioners, the representatives -
of the people have never made it matter of investigation whether
the business relating to it has been done prudently, honestly, and
aceording to law. The people are entitled to know whether it has
been so managed ornot, and a thorough investigation is especially
due to the officers who have had charge of it, that their honor and
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integrity may be vindicated. Moreover, in a business 8o extensive
and complicated, involving acconnts, and dealings with 8o many
individvals, it would be singular, indeed, i errors should not have
occurred, and the more speedily such investigation is had, the
more readily errors may be corrected. 'We ask such investigation,
to be made as promptly and fully as possible, both for ourselves,
and those who have preceded us in the position we hold, and will
afford every facility in our power for its due and faithful prosecn-
tion. ;

All of which is respectfully submitted.
ALEXANDERT. GRAY.

E. H. JANSSEN.
GEO. B.SMITH.
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