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lated a Vietnamese battalion in Binh te Se ga: es. 
Duong province; a third captured the Pe LopNGee ee . 
town of Dak Sut; U.S. Special Forces fs Retina ee Ee 
defenders were bloodied at Bu Dop and 22 Ae De ae Me. =. 
Duc Co. Talk of neutralism began to Tall Peete i ee ae . BAe ick 
stir the cities of the South as the fledg- ae ae fl ee NA ENG PAN = 

ling military regime of Air Vice Marshal Sed pe 
Nguyen Cao Ky—the tenth Saigon gov- Ve. a8 pent a — : Ohinawe 
ernment since Ngo Dinh Diem’s assassi- ne a ee ce _ ee P froniosk = 
nation in November 1963—shakily took oe a Burma Hong oe eR 
power in June. ee OR Ol Ne 

Acting on Westmoreland’s urgent plea ae i 7 Rall oS Se ae 
for more combat troops and planes, the Sees ag Poets Ml oes Se 
President in July spent eight days in se- = ff 5 seues | Sec SOR ZL, 
cret conferences before adopting a cau- v 7 a | > ae 4 Ese Bie bo 
tious program of “maximum deterrence” a” a ote ee 
calculated not to unduly alarm Hanoi’s : o s a 
friends in Moscow. For the first time Indian / Ocean “ee, MALAY S1 ge Po pete POecei 
in any comparable emergency, the Ad- A: ee 6 
ministration did not order economic ee 5 Ronee | ot 
controls or mobilize reserves. Monthly (Plant Breed US bose) Sy 0 Cae aS. 
draft calls were doubled to 35,000. The fe ee “Se ] a 27s ce 
armed forces were authorizéd an addi- SL : : ie ae a a] Bo 
tional 340,000 men for a total of 2,980,- eee ie ee 
000. Most important of all, reinforce- | 765) 72 9 if ee 
ments were rushed to Viet Nam. 2 Se oe BS ee es ah ON Aad Jn Hew 

Main Artery. Even the sounds and Poe ee ate ee OO all ome 
sights of the land soon changed as f (© = | | Ny AE ays Leal 2G Taste A 
U.S. deuce-and-a-halfs, Jeeps, bulldoz: f= = 7 ag ee 
ers, helicopters and fighter aircraft | = = “ukemi = Rel Shes AUN 
raised whirlwinds of cinnamon-colored oS es a “ERs d Chita: OP een ‘Sg 
dust and sand as white as snow. In the ees ae See 
north, some 45,000 marines clustered Ce ay EE: powers plik 
around Hué, Danang and Chu Lai. The | «46 "9 MR ga Be seabed Dec. 15,2022 Bay 
new ist Cav settled at An Khe, just off | -=@)h | , “ih =e ee tO Eh Cai ee. 
Route 19, main artery leading to the [_/ “e g Leroi / ¢ EL iaipfiong Feats — 
beleaguered Central Highlands. Qui ia SMUG, olf 5S Golem eabing #5) NORTH _ 
Nhon, Route 19's eastern terminus, was |< /Jussammnsbae “Yi SIG — VIET NAM cco..0 
held by South Korea’s crack 15,000-man }/™ ({= 7 fe bink Hoge es ee 
Capital Division. lee (2 El = ere, 

At pristine Cam Ranh Bay, where Ee tee Sal Bie Gulf Ofrs a Nae. 
czarist Russia’s fleet took shelter just Ve ge Sach Tonkin Noe ay. 
before its crushing defeat by the Japa- Voge i LA 2 =" a Se 
nese navy in 1905, combat engineers J Ag 65 ee ee a as : 
turned the natural harbor into a major [ff C7 | Mee 4 ee ~-Retaliatory air strikes after 
port. Twenty miles down the coast, the [f/f oe — oy Ky ing Hoi —Pleiku and Qui Nhon, Feb. 7, 8, 11 
“Screaming Eagles” of the 10lst Air {fm © 4\@douil = Se % ge ae 
borne Brigade began operating as a mo- lye? Za Gp aa. eae Ne Z emeiliihemas 
bile strike force. In the guerrilla-infested Wye = G3 fon ae ae ey \ SEVENTH TLEET: 
jungles around Saigon prowled the Ist JR a THAILIAND  \ S@=<-¥ 7S NK Phu Bai 
Infantry Division (“Big Red One”), the if 12,000 us eevces = es S : 
173rd Airborne, 2 1,200-man battalion |)2@ = 9M oes) eo i RP Donang 
of the Royal Australian Regiment, a’ te ae S ee io at ‘amky 
250-man New Zealand artillery unit. | \Etathi go 4 / = = S\ 4 ve poi ON Ac« 

Water Through a Rag. Some of the ae PA = honk a eS — | Ba Gias Cheval 
marines barely had time to pitch their | 48 kom: J NS es 
tents when they were sent into their first | _ Oe 6 SE Be ee mcg ota\ |. \ 260,000 
major battle. On a peninsula below Chu Pt Eta Gl Sortrande a 1 oe | US. Force 

: Lai, 5,000 marines, aided by rocket- bee oo fe A ee, ee ek 
firing Cobra helicopters, jet fighters and |, M—y~ SE i NN Rt ‘ 
naval guns from Task Force 77, killed EE) 99 fe eG) ee | Qui Nhon 
close to 700 guerrillas. But this, they ba nae Pee feo 
soon learned, was Viet Nam. No soon- pi eC, ANM BuO; DiA Fa 
er did Operation Starlight end, said an alst = |. 22 oe a 4 
exasperated officer, than the surviving Sawahip Wd = ee eee ee et, 
Viet Cong “seeped back in like water | Nevalaibwe | (| EMIS gee NaS Oe 
through a wet rag.” pane ee Le a oe Cos ge Rteal 

Not until the Communists began con- “ construction) » actly = Pes oe ~ EA hy 3 om Ranh Bay 
centrating troops in the Central High- | ys fo ee ee ee 
ae was there another battle of = e Est CECE - Jes a ey aes 

ight’s scope. Worried that their supply | ==} me®;. ag Ne ge (Westmorelend's aoe 
routes might be in danger, 6,000 Viet a. tes ae { hee plore Ten oe : 
Minh and Viet Cong on Oct. 19 pounced pee Keno RachGa £2 9 ey aN, \ AB advisory groups 1 EES Peas x SOUTH VIET NA 
on a Special Forces camp manned by | = “= \avalassulfoce oe Sr CASE ee ease 
400 montagnard tribesmen and twelve as Dae peace 2 Be eR sec Prrsng : Xe Molo tiers of 1969 

TIME, JANUARY 7, 1966 | ee 2 ee ee TIME Map by RM Chapin.
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Personality Spotlight , 

: : 
| By United Press International 

(GENERA Vang Paos French coup againt the C inese, ‘| He als» c.puelanoteto k this force until the conclu-| 
Comman‘er of the Meo Japa.ee took plece. Many In 1947 Touby L Foreng 8Y 8 4 Ist oe Lao tion of the Indo China war. i 

tribal forces integrated into of the Meo tribesmen, under wished toreward his services pee d ae Daring the lull in fighting | 
: le of the'r chif Touby Ly Fr ng by preparing himifor a ,,cue 2% thwarted the Vict from 1954 through 1957, he} the Force Armze Roya the'r chi-f Touby Ly iB PY preparing 2 Miih p'an for in iltrating dink 2. ie ; 

Lane, is one of he strongest supported the French, When gove nment career, but hav- an4 taking over the entire to hore ia a 1 

anticommunist leaders in that the Japanes2 enteied Los in ing tasted adven ute, the area, As: resul , he was ree commended tat iE dae) 
‘country, or perhaps the force to restore ‘heir control, yung min woud be noth- c mmended for an o'ficer’s the Second Commando| 

| world. ‘Almost single-tanded- though only 13 years old, ing but asildier. Taetefore, :chool, wh'ch he attended all G;oup which consisted of 18} 

ly, the Meos und:r his com- Vang Pao left school to serve Touby arranged for his ar- throu h ro51 and 1952. companies of Meos in Sam/' 

mand have for thre: y ars his pe ple. He served a3a pointment totheG ndameric, In 1953 aspirant Vang Pao Neua and Xieng Khouang| 
a eth Vie : h ve. ae was third in command of the Provinces, Tnese were the |, 

stopped the a.vince of the scout collec ing information and at the age of 17 he goth Indepenendent Come a 

bined Pathet Lao/Vet on Japanese troops, wiich found himself in command ‘ "nucleus of those powerful combin' PS, pany made u> of Meos. That forces which today form the 
‘Minh f rces and have evea- allow d Touby and others to of ar2-man sq iad of Meos sam2 sunmer a government first line of dukes | 

succeeded in recap'uring escape capture. in the service of the Royal batialion of Hua Moung was main bulwark of the Roya! | 
large portions of Sam N ua Lao Government. This same routed by the Viet Minh. Army and  Governme t| 

Province from the con mu- At the end of the Second year, he was sent for train- Vang Pao’s company joined apairst the People’s Army of 
ciate, World War, the V.e Minh ingin Luang Prabang, and the remnants at Noung Vietnam and their Pathet 

Who is this man who has tevolt against tie French i, 1918 he attended another Hiesp wh ol by Oetihet we8 Tao tac: oye. 
in erupted. The Meos sided .. ; «compl ely surrounded by As the fighting increased lbecome almost a legend in six month NCO course in x, 1S 2 e . i ; : Vietnamese communist Yang Pro's fi bis own tim.? He is a small, with the French against the vientiane. By 1940 fie. wes @ troops, A breakout to the ang ve forces took a 

mild-mannered soldier, only Vietnamzse, who all through Sgt. Chef. comman¢ing a Plaine des Jarres was plan- cles bytes Spiker ag te 

35 years old. But, he p.rson- recent his ory and until the 4) man Meo platoon, ned, but most of the troops Gale peed ‘Time oad 

ally has a most incredidle present, have tried to do- “ In 1950 he greatly dis- threw aw.y their arms and gpain, by cutting their line |p 
record of bravery and advens minate their home region in tinguished himself when his fl:d in smail groups, of commun‘eations and at- |, 

ture gained in fighting for N rtheastern Laos. At first, plat-on was s:nt to th: Nam __ Van; Pao oe 74 aes of sacking th ir bases and sup: |, 

the freedom of his people the young advent 1er served Mo area, where for two years his ioe a oy Hee ply depots, Vang Pao and 
and Ha country. as an interpreter for French t'¢ Frenc’) had unsuccessful- oe are Bee a a ce his men frustrated the com-|° 

He was born in Ban Phou troops fighting Viet ly redto wip> outa mixed After ten days, in spie of the tn a oe eae i 
Kong Khao, La a, on July 4, Mink invaders and Viet Minh-Pathet Lao come ail assistance, the Frenchmen ae Flonsieos turn bee , 

1930, the son ofa minor their Pathet Lao satel- pany. Contacting loyal Meos, gave ou. Vang Pao arranged Regul rly, he his proved | 

| off cial in the Government. lites. In 1946 he joined the Vang pao surrounded the with friendly Meos to hide that the Communists are not |, 
His childhood, up until 1945 column which marched from house where 13 Viet Minh, them, Then he split his the only master of guerrill |: 

| ca normal for a Meo-Lao Nong Het to Luang Prabang including the company com- oe aly gicilpes warfare. Repeatedly his fierce | 

| youth of that era. In early and liberated the King who mander, were staying: He ®” aie Woe Sue ak : tribesmen, fighting for their |‘ 

'Jo45, he was a schoolboy had Lesn imprisoned by a attaked, killing seven and 1° a sree ee od eatvonel 3 
‘ten the attemp'ed Free group of Pathet Lao and capturing three prisoners’ ‘Tend ys laer_the entire cate be eke ae 

| group, including hy French, tories | with exactly those 
‘= reassembled and without ca- tactics which m-de Gen. |
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