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ment overran Ba Gia; another annihi-
lated a Vietnamese battalion in Binh
Duong province; a third captured the
town of Dak Sut; U.S. Special Forces
defenders were bloodied at Bu Dop and
Duc Co. Talk of neutralism began to
stir the cities of the South as the fledg-
ling military regime of Air Vice Marshal
Nguyen Cao Ky—the tenth Saigon gov-
ernment since Ngo Dinh Diem’s assassi-
nation in November 1963-—shak11y took
power in June.

Acting on Westmoreland’s urgent plea
for more combat troops and planes, the
President in July spent eight days in se-
cret conferences before adopting a cau-
tious program of “maximum deterrence”
calculated not to unduly alarm Hanoi’s
friends in Moscow. For the first time
in any comparable emergency, the Ad-
ministration did not order economic
controls or mobilize reserves. Monthly
draft calls were doubled to 35,000. The
armed forces were authorized an addi-
tional 340,000 men for a total of 2,980,-
000. Most important of all, reinforce-
ments were rushed to Viet Nam.

Main Artery. Even the sounds and
sights of the land soon changed as
U.S. deuce-and-a-halfs, Jeeps, bulldoz-
ers, helicopters and fighter aircraft
raised whirlwinds of cinnamon-colored
dust and sand as white as snow. In the
north, some 45,000 marines clustered
around Hué, Danang and Chu Lai. The
new 1st Cav settled at An Khe, just off
Route 19, main artery leading to the
beleaguered Central Highlands. Qui_
Nhon, Route 19’s eastern terminus, was
held by South Korea's crack 15,000-man
Capital Division.

At pristine Cam Ranh Bay, where
czarist Russia’s fleet took shelter just
before its crushing defeat by the Japa-
nese navy in 1905, combat engineers
turned the natural harbor into a major
port. Twenty miles down the coast, the
“Screaming Eagles” of the 101st Air-
borne Brigade began operating as a mo-
bile strike force. In the guerrilla-infested
jungles around Saigon prowled the 1st
Infantry Division (“Big Red One”), the
173rd Airborne, a 1,200-man battalion

of the Royal Australian Regiment, a’

250-man New Zealand artillery unit.

Water Through a Rag. Some of the
marines barely had time to pitch their
tents when they were sent into their first
major battle. On a peninsula below Chu
Lai, 5,000 marines, aided by rocket-
firing Cobra helicopters, jet fighters and
naval guns from Task Force 77, killed
close to 700 guerrillas. But this, they
soon learned, was Viet Nam. No soon-
er did Operation Starlight end, said an
exasperated officer, than the surviving
Viet Cong “seeped back in like water
through a wet rag.”

Not until the Communists began con-
centrating troops in the Central High-
lands was there another battle of Star-
light’s scope. Worried that their supply
routes might be in danger, 6,000 Viet
Minh and Viet Cong on Oct. 19 pounced
on a Special Forces camp manned by
400 montagnard tribesmen and twelve
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BANGKOK WORLD

Personality Spotligh

| GENERAL Vang Pao-
‘ ‘Comman-er of the Meo
tribal forces integrated into
the Force Arm:e Royale of
Lane, is one of he strongest
| anticommunist leadcrs in that
| coantry, or perhaps the
world. Almost single-t anded-
ly, the Meos und:r his com-
mand have for thre:y ars
stoppel th: a.vince of the
combined Pathet Lao/Vet
' Minh f rces and have evea-
' succeeded in  recap uring
large portions of Sam N ua
Province from the con mu-
nists,

Who is this man who has
|become almost a legend in
bis own tim.? He is a small,
mild-mannered soldier, only
35 yeurs old, But, he purson=
ally has a most incredivle
record of bravery and advens
ture gained in fighting for
the freedom of his people

his count:y.
an;l-le was bomyin Ban Phou
Kong Khao, La 8, on ]ul-y 4
1930, ‘the son of a minor
off cial in the Government.
His childhood, up until 1945
| wes normal for a Meo-Lao
Eyouth of that era. In early
| he was a schoolboy

8
' —?-isn' the attemp'ed Free

General V

By United Press Ihﬁérnational

French coup againt the
Japa e e to k plece, Many
of the Meo tribesmen, under
the'r chi.f Touby Ly F r ng
supported the French. When
the Japanes: entered L-os in
force to restore their control,
though only 13 years old,
Vangz Pao left school to serve
his pe ple. He served a;sa
scout collec ing information
on Japanes: troops, wich
allow d Touby ard others to
escape captire.

At the end of the S:cond
World War, the V.e Minh
revolt against the French
erupted. The Meos sided
with the French against the
Vietnam:se, who all through
recent his ory and until the
present, have tried to do-
minate their home regiin in
N rtheastern Laos, At first,
the young advent ier served
as an interpreter for French

troops fighting Viet
Mioh invaders and
their Pathet Lao satel-

lites. In 1946 he joined the
column which march:d from
Nong Het to Luang Prabang
and liberated the King who
had Le:n imprisoned by a
group of Pathst Lao and

. o
C inese. - e

In 1947 Touby L Foreng
wished to reward his s¢rvices
by preparing him::_ﬁ-for a
gove nment career, but hav-
ing tasted adv:n ute, the
yung min woud be noth-
ing but a sldier. Taetcfore,
Touby arranged for his ap-
pointment tothe G ndamerie,
and at the age of 17 he
found himself in command
of a 12-man sqiad of Meos
in the service of ths Royal
Lao Government. This same
year, he was sent for train-
ing in Luang Prabang, and
in 1948 he attended another
six month NCO course in

H:alsycpueclanoteto k
gv:.g alst of Pathet Lao
a ents, whom h: liquidated,
Thus, he thwarted the Viet
Miih p'an for in iltrating
and taking over the entire
arei, As 1 resul , he was ree
¢ mmended for an o ficer’s
- ¢hool, which he attended all
throu h r¢s51 and 1952,

In 1953 aspirant Yang Pao
was third in cymmani of the
4oth  Indepenendent Com-
pany made u> of Meos. That
sams: sunmer a government
batialion of Hua Moung was
routed by the Viet = Minh.
Vang Pao’s company joined
the remnants at Noung
Hi:m wh'ch by October was
compl ely surrounded by
Vistnamese communist

Vientiane. By 1949 hg was 3 ¢roops. A breakout to the

Sgt. Chef,, commanging a
34-man Meo platoon.|
- In 1950 he greatly dis-
t'nguished himself when his
plat:on was s:nt to th: Nam
Mo area, where for two years
t e Frenc) had unsuceessful-
ly redto wip: outa mixed
Viet Minh-Pathet Lao com-
pany. Contacting loyal Meos,
Vang #ao surroundsd the
house where 13 Viet Minh,
including the company com-
mander, were staying. He
attaked, killing seven and
capturing three prisoners

Plaine des Jarres was plan-
ned, but most of the trosps
threw aw.y their arms and
f1:d in small groups.

Van Pao took 74 Meos of
his company and fou- French
and struck out fuly armed
for the Plai-e des Jar.es:
After ten days,in spie of
all assistance, the Frenchmen
gave ou'. Vang Paoarranzed
with friendly Mecos to hide
them. Then he split his

command into small groups,

and, avoiding the Viet Minsh,
made h's way out of the
area.

Tend y: laer the entire
group, including h: Freuch,
teassembled and without ca«-

ang Pao .

this force until the conclu-|

tion of the Indo Chinu war.
During the lull in fighting

from 1954 through 1957, he!
served in FAR, riging ra‘p;dly |

to the rank of Major. H

commandod (at that time) |
Commando ||
Gioup which consisted of 18 |
companics of Meos in Sam |
Neua and Xieng Khouang|
Provinces, Tnese were the|
nucleus of those powerful |

the Second

forces which today form the
first line of defense and the

main bulwark of the Roya!|
Governme t |

Army and
agair st the People’s Army of
Vietnam and their
Lao lac eys.

As the fighting increased,
Va~g Pao’s forces took a
more and more active part,
and he qu'ckly earned his
General’s stars. T.me and
again, by cutting their line
of commun‘cations and at-
sacking th.ir bases and sup-
ply depots, Vang Pao and
bis men frustrated the com-
mun’st plans, and enabled
the Lao forces to turn b:ck
major cflensives,

Regul rly, he has proved
that the Communists ate not
the only master of guerrill
warfare. Repeatedly his fierce

tribesmen, fighting for their |
freedom and traditional way |

Pathet |

i

i
1

of life under his skilled lea- !

de::ahip. have recorded vic-
tories with exactly those
tactics which m-de

Gen. |



coantry, or perhaps the
world. Almost single-t anded-
1y, the Meos und:r his com-
mand have for thre: y ars
stopped ths a.vuince of the
combined Pathet Lao/Vet
Minh f rces and have evea-
succeeded in  recap'uring
|large portions of Sam N ua
| Province from the con mu-
' nists.
Who is this man who has
|become almost a legend in
| bis own tim ? He is a small,
mild-manneted soldier, only
35 yers old. But, he purson=
| ally has a most incredidle
record of bravery and advens=
l ture gained in fighting for
the freedom of his people

and his country,
He was born in Ban Phou

Kong Khao, La s, on Iul_y 4,
- 1930, the son of a minor
off cial in the Government,
His childhood, up until 1945
w:s normal for a Meo-Lao
| youth of that era. In early
' 1945, he was a schoolboy
" “%an the attemp'ed Free

force to restore their control,
though only 13 years old,
Vangz Pao left school to serve
his pe ple. He served asa
scout collec ing information
on Japaness troops, wich
allow d Touby ard others to
escape captire,

At the end of the S:cond
World War, the V.e Minh
revolt against the French
erupted. The Meos sided
with the French apainst the
Vietnam:se, who all through
recent his ory and until the
present, have tried to do-
minate their home regirn in
N rtheastern Laos. At first,
the young advent 1er served
as an interpreter for French

troops fighting Viet
Minh invaders and
their Pathet Lao satel-

lites. In 1046 he joined the
column which marchad from
Nong Het to Luang Prabang
and liberated the King who
had Le:n imprisoned by a
group of Path:t Lao and

yung min wou'd be noth-
ing but a sldier. Therefore,
Touby arranged for his ap-
pointment tothe G ndamerie,
and at the age of 17 he
found himself in command
of a 12-man sqiad of Meos
in the service of the Royal
Lao Government. This same
year, he was sent for train-
ing in Luang Prabang, and
in 19(8 he attended another
six month NCO course in

¢ mmendsd for an o ficer’s
: chool, which he attended all
throu h 1951 and 1952.

In 1953 aspirant Vang Pao
was third in cymmani of the
4oth Indepenendent Com-
pany made u> of Meos. That
sams su nmer a government
battalion of Hua Moung was
routed by the Viet Minh.
Vang Pao’s company joined
the remnants at Noung
Hi:m wh'ch by October was
compl ely surrounded by
Viztnamese communist

Vientiane. By 1949 h¢ was 2 yr40ps, A breakout to the

Sgt: Chef,, commanding a
34~man Meo platonn.f '

In 1950 he greatly dis-
t'nguished himself when his
plat-on was s:nt to th: Nam
Mo area, where for two years
tie Frenc' bad unsuceessful-
ly redto wip: outa mixed
Viet Minh-Pathet Lao com-
pany. Contacting loyal Meos,
Vang Pao surroundsd the
house where 13 Viet Minh,

including the company com-

mander, were stayjng. He
attaked, killing seven and
cipturing three nrisoners®

L

Plaine des Jarres was plan-
ned, but most of the troips
threw aw.y their arms and
fl:d in small groups.

Vany Pao took 74 Meos of
his company and fou- French
and struck out fuly armed
for the Plai' e des Jories;
After ten days,in spie of
all assistance, the Frenchmen
gave ou'. Vang Paoarransed
with friendly Mecos to hide
them, Then he split his
command into small groups,
and, avoiding the Viet Minsh,
made h's wuy out of the
area.

Tend ys laer the entire
group, including h: Freuch,
reassembled and without ca-
sualties mad: their way to
Phou San where th y rejoin-
ed the R.yil Las Forces.
I'his action g ealyircreased
his re>uta‘ion a. t.e comp:=
ny had te:n believed to be
wiped ou-, In recogn'tion, ‘n
early 1954, he was m d: ful
Lieutenant and given per-
manent command of his unit
now renamed the 4th Spe-
cial Commando C mpany.
He served in combat with

e LTSI TR T LY

the Second

LvisdLe wIne )
Commando

st

G:oup which consisted of 18|

companies of Meos in Sam
Neua and Xieng Khovang
Provinces. These were the
nucleus of thoss powerful
forces which today form the
first line of defenss and the
main bulwark of the Roya!
Army and Governme t
agairst the People’s Army of

Vietnam and their Pathet

Lao lac eys.
As the fighting increased,
Va~g Pao’s forces took =z

more and more active part,

and he quckly earned his
General’s stars. T.me 2nd
again, by cutting their line
of communications and at-
sacking th.ir bases and sup-
ply depots, Vang Pac and
his men frustzated the com-
mun’'st plans, and enabled
the Lao forces to turn b:ck
mjor cflensives, '

Regul rly, he has proved
that the Communists are not
the only master of guerrill.
warfare, Repeatedly his fierce
tribesmen, fighting for their
freedom and traditional way
of life under his skilled lea-
dership, have recorded vic-
ltories  with exactly those
tactica which m-de Gen.
Giap’s Vier Minh forces so
formidab'e.

During his adventurous
career, this doughty litile
watrior h s earned no less

than 17 decor.tions, almost |
given

all of which were
d rect’y for bravery and ex-
cep'ional combit peform-
ance,

There has been no lzck of
brave and ta'ented men in

Lao t to guard that sma'l|

couitry’s ind:pandence
through the years of un-
relenting comm inist attack,

Yet, it is hard to sse how |
Lios conld have been thus- |
far saved without Vang Pao |

and his thou ands of staunch

anti-communi:t Meo fight-
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