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YGUR HONEY WILL SELL BETTER

In Well Made | EVER TOP TINS
That do not Leak.

WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED FROM

C’I;ow:) Bros. and _Mulholland, Ltd.
THOMAS STREET, ULTIMO, SYDNEY.
PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION

REDWOOD HIVES.

I‘ MR. R. K. ALLPORT, Chuter-st,, North Sydney,

having given up the Manufacture of Hives, &c.,

LATE MANAGER FOR MB R. K. ALLPORT,

Has made arrangements for the use of the Up-to-date Machinery
in Chuter Street, & is prepared to execute orders as formerly,

Will be pleased to quote Prices on Application.

C. J. MANNING. Chuter-st;, North Sydney.
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GET THE VERY BEST !

OR over 20 years I have made the breeding of Bees for business a specialty, and just now have

nearly 500 grand young business Queens on hand that I should like you to compare with your

own strains. As I produce tons. of Honey every year, my bees are bred for honey producing
gualities, and are not merely *¢ fancy stock.”” By my system of queen raising, which is admitted
by all to. be equal if not superior to any other system known, only the most perfectly developed
queens are produced, and it is well known that healthy and thoroughly developed queens are much
more prolific and lenger lived than ' those not raised under such favourable conditions. Don’t
tolerate old queens in any of your eolgnies, when you can obtain vigorous young Italian
Queens in the spring that will double yonr returns. I can furnish beautiful Golden Queens, or
Leather Colored Queens raised from best imported stock, and Root’s Famous Long Tongue strain.
All queens are sent post free, and safe arrival gnaranteed to any part of Australasin. We
haye no foul brood in Queensland, and T guarantee all my: apiaries to be entirely free from disease.
of any type. My catalogue contams over 50 pages of useful information, and is sent free, so
kindly send for & copy.

1 One Three Fiye Ten
Untested Italian Queens 47 14 5/- 13/- 20/- 39/-
Tested ,‘ " e 5 8 22/~ 35/ 65/-
Select Tested Breeding Queens ., 5t 15/~ 42/- 65/~ —

. I. JONES,
GOODNA, QUEENSLAND.

N. S. W. BEE=FARMERS, 3. To advise members as to suitabler local-

_\ASSOCIATION. - itif for establishing apiaries.

Any beekeeper can become a member on
00 approval of committee, subscription 2/6 per

OFFICERS :— annum.

Mazssrs. 1. J. Riex, J. Pexvincron, F,

y

; 2 5. That every member with more than 50
President : hives shall be allowed an extra vote for every
Hasszrn Harnn, MUA. additional 50 effective hives.

6. No member be eligible for office who has

Vice-Presidents : less than 50 effective hives, or his subscription

F. W. Peysenray, T. BraprEY. is in arrear.
J. E. DoxxELLY. ; 7. The Association to eonsist of 4 central
body and distriet branches affiliated with it. 3
Secietaryde Tredsirer. 8 The principal officers be ‘such as will
E. Treeer, J.P., Wirzow TrEE. undertake to meet each other in committee at
¢ least once in twelve months.
Committee : ; 9. The: officers shall consist’ of President,

Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary, and
Eixeccutive Committee.

Borrow, J. R. W. Gaccry, E. DOWLING,  10.  After the first eleétion of officers, auauge-
J. R. Inving, J. Awvprrson, W Gur, P. ments to be made by the Sccretary t0 call for
Ripperr, W. B Bacor, W. Nrvey, uominations for office-bearers, and issue ballot

— Busnzern, Larivore, Hewrrr.

s

papers prior to the next annual meeting.

11. Supply dealers/or commission agents can-
not become members.

12, Members unable to attend meetings or
RULES & OBJECTS. conventions c¢an authorise or nominate any

The careful watching of the interests of member they know will be present to vote for

the industry. ‘ them on any subject brought forward. Such
2.
ing honey to relieve local glut when necessary.  present own vote.

To arrange for combined action inexport- vote or votes to be in addition: to the member’s
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SHEND 3 You cannot 'do better than get

YO ITB, your Printi_ug done at the ¢ Bee
Bulletin” Printing Office. Honey

VOLUME5 Labels a specialty.

T0O, BEEKEEPERS,.

[(JOR HIGHEST PRICES and PROMPT
RETURNS CONSIGN YOUR HONEY,

'll i

#l, B &

r SRS, i WAX, Ete to 3
" For BINDING. P J. Moy & Co,
> : 161 SUSSEX-STREET,

SYDNEY,

B Post Paid for 3/6.
' o WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
The Farmer & GP&Zler MR. J B. KLINE, ngfowflslinni:}:and

Harwess Maxer, and Secretary of the
The Best Illustrated Western Australian Beesepers’ Association, is

Farmers 'Journal in Australia. | Agent for the ““ A. BEE BULLETIN,” and is

authorised to recelve Subscriptions and Adver-
78 G(tIPfgoﬁlggg%.o | tisements for same. k
2 76 Peon el E. TIPPER, ;
2 SYDNEY. ‘¢ A, BEr BurLLETIN.

NOTICE. Gk HONEY LABELS

Omw facilities for doing all kinds of
F SHOULD any beekeeper 'have a doubt of s e e o

the genuineness of uny honey sold in his Honey-label work in one or mcre
neighbourhood, send a sample o the Chairman colors are the best and we do it
omd of Health, Sydney, who will cause it S 2
be analysed, and take proceeeaings if Py —i—
coessary. : A. B, BULLETIN.

§®F Have you seen the last copy ' A

5 Martin’s “Home & Farm.”

* - If not, SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY!
€ SUBSCRIPTION Only 2/6 a year in N.S.W. Other Colonies 3=

: You Should Read It!

. it Is for every Farmer, Orehardist, Gardener, Maize Grower, Dalryman,
Stock Breeder, Poulirvw Keeper, Bee Keeper, Country
and Suburban Resident.

@ The Paper for every Farm and eviry Home throughout Australia.

“Home & Farm” Publishing Coy., 161 Clarence 5., Sydney, N.S.W.
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The New Zealand Farmer,

READ THIS POPULAR AGRICUL-
TURAL JOURNAL.

It is practically the hand book of
Zealand Agriculturist.

It keeps abreast of every enterprising farmer’s
daily requirements, enabling him to utilise all
modern advantages within his reach.

'I'he subjects dealt with cover the whole field
of Agricultural, Pastoral, and Horticultura: pur-
. muits, and ths legislation affecting these several
industries. Its columns contain thoroughly
practical as well as scientific information upon
all branches of Farm Practice, Tillage, and the
Cultivation of Crops, Stock Breeding, and Man-
agemedt of Cattle, Horses, Sheep and Pigs, in
health and disease ; Dairy Methods upon im-
proved modern lines ; Fruit Growing, including
the Suppression of Orchard Pests; Poultry
Rearing, Special Industries, cte., ete., besides
critical Reports of Shows and Market Quotations
from every farming centre in the colony.

The “New Zealand Farmer’’ is the only paper
in the eolony wholly devoted to the interests of
Farmers, Wool tGirowers, and Orchardists.

Subscription : Per annum, 128 6d, posted in
advance, 10s.

Send your Subscription through any Stationer
or direct to the

the New )

PUBLISHING: Orrice, Forr-sr., AUCKLAND

AMERICAN
BRED

QUEENS,

My Golden Strain are not Excelled for Beauty
or Honey Gatherers.
Tested Queens S2.50 ea.

Untested Queens 81.50 ea.

SAYE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED.

J. W. MINER,

kThe Australian Pastoralist,

AND BREEDERS GAZETPE.
PUBLISHED MONTHLY:-
Price, 8s Per Annum.

(ontains all the leading Pastoral Intelligence.
Address Orders—

P.0., Woolloongabba,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND

Anthony
Hordern’s
FASHION BOOK

For Spring and Summer is now ready, and
is worth the sending for. Itillustrates
the Fashions, shews the Modes in their
most attractive guise, and enables all who ¥
are so inelined, to save money, through

ANTHONY HORDERN'S ]
FAMOUS LOW PRICES.
Anthony Hordern’s

SELL EVERYTHING.

!

and send Patterns, Price Lists,
Quotations everywhere on request, and it
will soon be found that . . . .

WHEN ANTHONY HORDERN’S QUOTE 4
PRICES THEY MEAN BUSINESS.

and

2

ANTHONY HORDERN & SONS °

Only Universal Providers

RONDA, N.C., U.S.A.

HAYMARKET (ONLY) SYDNEY.

Printed and rublished by I. Trepew, Proprietor, High Street, West Maitlano, N.S.W.
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The following is a list of advertisers
in our present issue:—

Supply Dealers.
C. J. Manning, Chuter-st., North Sydney.
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket, Sydney.

The W. T. Falconer Manufacturing Co.,
Jamestown, N.Y., U.S.A.

L. T. Chambers, Franklin-St., Melbourne
John Rush, Mentone, Victoria.
Queen Raisers.
W. Abram, Beecroit.
H. L. Jones, Goodna, Queensland.

E. T. Penglase, Fernbank P.0., Gipps-
land, Victoria.

T, Bolton, Hamilton, Victoria.
R. H. Jervis, Moss Vale.

H. Edwards, Kemp's Creck, via Liver-
pool, N.8.W.

Honey Tins.

Chown Bros. and Mullholland, Iitd.,
Thomas St., Ultimo, Sydney.

Miscellaneous. :
A. Hordern & Sons, Haymarket only,
Sydney.
P. J. Moy & Co., 161 Sussex 8t, Sydney.
Corney & Co., 55 Clarence-St., Sydney.
H. Prescott & Co., 336 & 338 Sussex-St,
Sydney.
W. L. Davey,:Station-8t., Fairfield,? Vic.

NS WV,

BEE-FARMERS ASSOCIATION.

I attended the meeting in Sydney on Fri-
day, Oct. 7, at 12 Spring-street. Antici-
pating there would not be many present,
in the circulars sent no special business
was mentioned, save conversation in the
present state of the industry. T received
a number of apologies for non attendance.
No business, therefore, was done.

At the meeting of the Chamber of Agri-
culture in the evening I read the follow-
ing paper :—

E. ITPPER, HON. SEC.

GesrtrEMEN,—1 think it only right T
should give you some of the objects and
aims of our Bee Farmers’ Association.
‘When, some thirteen or fourteen years
ago, the bee fever was introduced into
New South Wales, certain people, who
thought they saw in it a great scope for
money-making by selling hives and
appliances, put abroad the notion that
the bee industry and exportation of honey
would in a very short time exceed the
butter industry. Beekeeping started in
every direction. Not only farmers, but
government officials, and hundreds of
others, thought a honanza had been
struck. The government sent out a
lecturer, who travelled the length and
breadth of the country booming the in-
dustry. Prices soon began to moderate.
From £1 a 60lb. tin it rapidly fell.
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Several bad seasens followed. Hundreds
of so-called beekeepers were unsuccess-
ful. They had discovered thatit required
something more than simply buying a
hive of hees to become a heekeeper.
Result—hundreds of empty hives all over
the colony. I could have bought them
by hundreds. Then, it was announced
in the press that all these empty hives
were the result of a disease called “Foul
Brood”—a thorough falsehood—and an
Act of Parliament was necessary to deal
with such. The real meaning, however,
was to get government billets for men
who could also act as travellers or agents
for the sale of bee materials. The hill
was not passed, as the matter was placed
before the members of the Bee Farmers’
Association which was then formed, who
by a majority voted against it. Tt is
four or five years since, and for that time
such a thing as foul brood has never been
mentioned among beekeepers. Science
has also discovered that the mierobe of
the disease is a common one, and only
necessitates certain conditions of damp or
cold to develop it. Conditions which
every beekeeper, who values his bees,
can prevent, Conditions which also does
not greatly prevail in a dry climate like
N.8.W. possesses.

The English market has turned out a
failure; as, in the first place, our honey
has not been acceptable to the English
palate ; and honey is produced the world
over. [England only imports some
£34,000 worth of honey altogether; and
her own people are striving to produce
that, and orying out against foreign
honey, among which Australian is classed.
West Indian honey is sold in Great
Britain at 2d per lb. It does not pay,
therefore, to import it from Ausrralia.
Again, our great competitors are butter
and jam, When these are plentiful honey
does not sell.

Now, there are a number of men, who,
having put perhaps hundreds of pounds
into the industry, with a view of provid-
ing for and bringing up their families,
may still get a decent living out of

Bee Bulletin. Ocroper 29, 1904
it, but for one or two causes. They are
necessarily living mostly in out-of-the-way
places, where the comforts of civilization
are limited. Fruit—Too-pushing supply
dealers and their agents. One man in
Victoria recently stated he had made
£700 in one year and told the Minister
for Agriculture in Vietoria, at a deputa-
tion, Victoria could not supply her own
demand for honey, and there was a great
market for our own honey in other parts
of the world. Another man, travelling
in the Richmond district, wrote to the
Sydney Daily Telegraph that beekeepers
were making £300 a year, and there was
a sure market in Fngland for its sale. I
will not say what was the object of these
statements and falsehoods. Our Aus-
tralian population is only a little over
3,000,000, and without the aid of foreign
markets, which has been tried for over
and over again unsuccessiully, there iz
an over-production, the commission houses
being glutted everywhete, and even where
sales are effected, it is over six months in
most cases before cash returns come to
the producers, and it is expected there
will be a great honey flow this coming
season, Now, the Bee Farmers’ Associa-
tion is in the interests of the men who
have gone into beekeeping for a living,
and who are scattered in most out of the
way places all over the colony. Previous
associations consisted of perhaps a few
supply dealers, and a few amateur bee-
keepers in the immediate neighbourhood
of towns. The N.S, Wales Beefarmers’
Association consists mostly of the men
who have tried to make a living out of it ;
live great distances away, cannot afford
to come to Sydney too often. No supply
dealers or commission agents can belon
to it. Every subject to be discussed, and
officers to be nominated are placed before
them, by letter or their official organ the
“A.B.B.” They have votes according to
the number of hives they own, and can
vote by proxy. ‘Thus, if not able to
attend a meeting they can send their
proxies to any member in whom they have
confidence. They represent 4000 hives.
This, gentlemen, is the object and
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scope of our association. Our greatest
troubles are, unserupulous falsehoods, as
to the simplicity of beekeeping and the
great returns to be made out of it; the
unjust devices of buyers and commission
men, to make the beekeeper tuke less
than its value for his honey ; uncer-
tainty of tenure when located on crown
lands, or uncertainty of continuance of
flow when situated on private or other
lands. The result, many are driven to
give up beekeeping and go into other
pursuits. The remedies are to dis-
countenance such falsehoods. The
government regulation for forestry seems
to be all we could wish, according to an
advertisement of government land for
sale I have. The only question is: Are
those regulations being carried out ?

I have made these remarks sugges-
tively. Perhaps some of my hearers may
now or at a later period evolve something
practical to help the industry.—Applause.

CUBAN COMPETITION.

The following is interesting reading
to those who believe Australia cannot
produce too much honey :—

Someone asked W. L. Uoggshall why
he located so many bees in Cuba. TFore-
seeing the condition which is now upon
us, and destined to become worse, Mr,
Coggshall replied: “I wanted to be on
the other side of the femce when the
rabbit got out.” According to informa-
tion from our readers who have large
crops to market, the “rabbit” is out
now. Omne correspondent recently wrote
that he produced this season something
over 200 32-gallon barvels of extracted
honey. But, like Dr. Blanton, he finds
the market has gone to smash ; and a trip
to New York, a distance of over 1,000
miles, elicited no other satisfaction than
hearing long and strong Cuban honey
talkk on all sides. The largest buyer in
the City was, in fact, then in Cuba in-
vestigating the honey situation. It be-
comes daily more evident that the bee-
keeper was a prophet when it warned
producers of the seriousness of the West
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Indian problem. Mr. Morrison’s idea,
and that of some of our contemporaries,
that the American producer has nothing
to fear from this source, is even at this
early date becoming buried beneath a
burden of actual conditions that are
depressing in the extremo. With Cuba
blocking the seaboard markets and
M exico coming in on hoth sides, it is time
the American producer did a little think-
ing, even though he may *fear’ nothing.
— ¢ American Beekeeper.”

SCOTLAND.

‘We have received another communiea-
tion from our old friend, Mr. Meiklejohn.,
Inithe says:—We are at present havin
a holiday on the shores of the Firth of
Clyde, at Dunoon, a very pretty place,
about which I have said something to
you before. 'We have only been here
two days or so, and have not begun to
trip further afield yet. We are likely to
do some land trips as well as some sailing
into the Highlands, if the weather should
prove favourable, I had a very nice trip
two weeks ago to Glencoe. This is a
place I have had a great desire to see
since I was very young. The scenery all
along the route is very grand, and Glencoe
is noted for its wild grandeur. It was
here as you will know that the massacre
of the Macdonald Clan took place in 1692,
There are a few traces of the dwellings
of the clan left. I enquired of some of
the natives of the glen about these and
other things, but they appear to take less
interest in the affairs historic and other-
wise than strangers from all parts do,
Very great numbers of people, from all
parts of the British Tslands, as well as
Americans, visit this historic glen every
vear. I saw at least a hundred pilgrims
on the road the day I was there. Itis
astonishing the number of tourists who
do the Highlands every season, and since
the advent of the motor car they must be
much more numerous. I see cars every
day passing from all parts of England.
The heather is in full bloom at present
and where bees are close by they ought
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to be gathering in the honey, I am
doubtful as to whether I will get any
from our hives this season, they being
rather weale. We had our flower show
last weelk, and there was a very good dis-
play of honey, and a lot for sale. Some
of it*looked very queer. I saw some
dark; T don’t know what sort of taste it
had, but it was as black as tar. I heard
some one say it had been gathered from
elm and beech trees, or perhaps the oak,
Since writing the above Ihave been away
on tour by steamer to a place called
Campbelltown, in the south of Cantire,
We went by the turbine steamer Queen
Alexandria—the queen steamer of the
(Clyde. The day was an ideal one, sea
smooth and bright sunshine. We skirted
the coasts of part of Ayrshire, and the
islands of Cumbrae, Bute, and Arran.
The scenery of Arran in particular is very
wild and grand, with rugged mountains
casting gloomy shadows across the glens.
The lower parts of the mountains are
clad in blooming heaths at this season of
the year. Many pretty retired dwellings
and cotters’ houses stud the immediate
coast, but so far as could be seen from
the steamers there was not much land
under cultivation. Campbelltown is a
pretty large place. There are a good
many whiskey distilleries in it, and I
noticed also that a good deal of fisher foll
weore about. The more I see of Scotland
I am the moreimpressed with the thought
that for grand scenery it would be hard
to beat by any other country.

VICTORIAN APIARISTS’
ASSOCIATION.

The Executive met on the evening of
20th October, at the office of Mr. V. R.
Davey, the President taking the chair.

The secretary reported that 36 new
members had joined the Association since
the Conference, 55 old members had paid
up, leaving about 50 subscribers yet to
pay. These were shortly to be person-
ally written to to make their names good
on the Association’s hooks. The number
of beekeepers on the rolls had inereased
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from 150 to between 300 and 400, and he
hoped to secure a fair share of these as
members during the coming year. Cor-
respondence was vead from Mildura
branch, Wartook branch, Lands Depart- _
ment, Victorian Railways, Mr. P, Smith,
and a complaint from Mr. F. Howard, .
that a neighbour was endeavouring to
block his bee license.

Mr. Wills moved and Mr. McFarlane
seconded that the Lands Department be -
thanked for their aection, and informing
them that this Association will be pleased ~
to assist them in the matter. —Carried.

Moved by Mr. R. Beuhne, seconded by
My, McFarlane, that the secretary write
to the Wartook and Mildura branches
congratulating them on the successful
formation of their respective organiza-
tions, and that the resolution relating to
the subscription fee as carried by the
Mildura branch could only be presented *
to the annual conference as a notice of
motion from the said branch.—Carried.

Moved by Mr. Wills, seconded by Mr. 4
V. R. Davey, that Mr. Smith’s recom-
mendation be acted upon, and that the
secretary take the necessary steps to
carry out the suggestion.—Carried. «

Moved by Mr. McFarlane, seconded by |
Mr.'W. L. Davey, that as the president
was willing to undertake the drafting out
a new set of rules, the matter should be
left in his hands, and dealt with at the
next sitting of the Executive Council.—
Carried. s

It was resolved to hold over Mr. How-
ard’s complaint pending the result of the -
enquiry by the Lands Devartment.

Moved by Mr. Wills, seconded by Mr. +
McFarlane, that the hon. correspondent
undertake the arrangements for securing <
the necessary samples of honey and pol-
len for the analysis by Drs. Howell and*. 1
Cherry.— Carried.

Moved by the President, seconded by ¥
My, McFarlane, that secretary write to
the Federal Premier agking that the
Federal Government undertake the
speedy establishmont of a Federal De-
partment of Agriculture.—Carried.

-

4

>

i

-
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The following questions were arranged
to be sent to the branches : —

1. What distances apiaries should be
located from each other ?

2., Why?

3. What number of colonies should
constitute an effective occupation of a
bee site ?

W. L. Davey, Secretary.
[copy.]
Department of Tands and Survey,
Melbourne, Sept, 14th, 1904.

Sir,—T beg to acknowledge your letter of §th
inst. regarding the complaint laid against M.
Howard, of Glenorchy, who holds a bee farm
license in the parish of Glenorchy, and am di-
rected by the Honorable the Minister to inform
you that the local Crown Lands Bailiff has been
instructed to investigate the matter.——T am, Sir,

yours, ete.
WM. SKENE,
Becretary for Lands,
To the Sec. V.A.A. Assn., Fairfield,
September 27, 1904.

Sir,- I haye the honor by directlon of the
Minister for Lands to acknowledgo the receipt
of yours of 21st ult. in regard to allowing bes-
keepers to pay a royalty for the use of the blos-
som on green timber within a certain radins of
their bee licenses, and to state that due consider-
ation will be given to your requests when new
legislation is being prepared. —Yours, Sir,

WM. SKENE,
Secreiary for Lands,
To the Sec. V.A. Assn., Fairfield.
Victorian Railways,
Melbourne, August 18, 1904.

Sir,—In answer to yours of 16th ult. [ am
directed to state that no reduction can be made
in the published rates for bechives, and honey
jars or tins.

It has, hovever, been decided to modify the
rates for hives containing bees. and these con-
signments in small quantities will be carried at
class 2, instead of class 3 as heretofore.

It is understood that the truck rate will ro-

main as at present.
R. LOCKHEAD,
. Chief Traffic Manager,
To W. L. Davey, Hsq.,
V.A. Association, bairfield.

According to the frish Bee Journal, the
bee industry is being well pushed in Ire-
land, the aristocracy taling it up, and at
the different country shows the winners
often include titled persons.
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MY NOTE BOOK.
W. L. DAVEY.

Coxzrcrion. —I am credited on page
119, September issue, with saying T have
been ¢ president” in all conferences for
eight years past. What T did write was
that I have been “ present’” at all confer-
euces, etc.

Trar Nexr UoNsErENOE.—I want un-
officially to say a word as a beekeeper to
beeleepers on this matter, and to ask all
those who have yet to vote as to the
place of meeting to be very cautious how
they vote. I can see serious troubls
ahead as to the location of apiaries. For
instance, there are a number of Gipps-
landers who would like to look around
Stawell, Wodonga, Bendigo, Horsham,
ofc. If, for instance, Stawell wins the
voting, it will probably be a sorry day
for some of our friends there, because in
an organization such as the V.A.A. there
will always be found some who are wil-
ling to kick over the traces and put their
bees in other beekeepers’ back yards if
they can only once ses his country.

When voting ask yourselves the fol-
lowing questions:—

If I vote for Bendigo, Stawell, eto.,
will the meeting to be held there vesult
in more usefulnoss to the industry than if
held in Melbourne, ete.? ‘

Will the beekeepers who attend he sure
to refrain from annexing my bes country ?

Now I am voting for Meli:ourne, not
because I live there, but for the follow-
ing reasons: The people whom we have
to look to for the improvement of our in-
dustry arve only found in Melbourne, such
as Lands Department, Agricultural De-
partment, Railway Deparfment, ete., the
heads of these departments will not tale
much nofice of a hall-dozen delegates
from a country meeting. They want a
deputation of from 30 to 50 strong to
move them an inch in the way of giving
us our dues.

I also vote for the city because no hee
licenses ean be granted in Colling or
Bourke Streets, consequently no friction,
no jealousy, no hreaking of rules will re-
sult from the Conference. I say vote for
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Melbourne, because it is central for all
Victorian beekeepers, even if you cannot
come that far, and you will prevent the
thin end of the wedges of dissension and
strife from entering our ranks in a
wholesale manner, undoing in a short
time all the work of nearly five years.

The holding of a meeting in Bendigo,
Stawell, ete., 1f it comes to pass, is going
to be the rock on which I think the Asso-
ciationavill be shattered and shipwrecked.

Those who are young in the industry
want to try the famous Wartoolk, Hor-
sham and Stawell country; those who
have their established homes and bee
farms on other lines, and who cannot
move, say they cannot travel down one
line to Melbourne and then up another
long line, and so will leave the Associa-
tion. I say, use your intelligence as bee-
keepers, and vote to make the Association
better and stronger and more useful.

PARALYSIS, AND THE DISAP-
PEARING TROUBLE.
R. BEUHNE.

My attention has been drawn to the
P.S. of Mr. Abram’s article on Paralysis
in August issue, which I had not noticed
before. The article on preparing colon-
ies for winter, which Mr. Abram refers
to, was but the concluding portion of one
I published in the LEapEr. Although T
do not wish to deprive Mr. A, of the
pleasure of thinking he has made a con-
vert, for the information of those located
in districts similar to my own I must
state that T have neither altered my prac-
tice nor my views on the subject of win-
tering. This will be evident to anyone
who has read the whole of the article
in question, as it appeared in the Luapur
of May 7th and 21st, and articles on the
same subject back to 1895,

Of course L am willing to learn, and at
the same time quite agreeable to differ in
practice from others differently situated
as to climate, flora, ete.

A medical man finds it necessary to
oxamine a patient to get at the cause ofa
disease. There are, however, clairvoyant
healers, who on receipt of a tuft of hair
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diagnose a disease, and there are bee-
keepers who can tell what is wrong with
other people’s bees without ever seeing a
leg or wing, and without having any per-
sonal experience of the matter.

There have been very heavy losses
again from this mysterious disappearing
trouble, and although I have myself es-
caped, the interest I take in the matter is
as great as before. If those who have
suffered will communicate with me, a set
of questions will be sent to them to an-
swer. The answers will be submitted to
an expert, who will be asked to make a
seientific investigation.

Indications point to the food being the
cause of the trouble, either honey or pol-
len.” Dr. Cherry’s (very imperfectly re-
ported) lecture pointed to deficiency of
nitrogen in bee food (vesult of climatic in-
fluences) as a cause of imperfect develop-
ment and lack of vitality.

In support of the food theory, several
beekeepers who during the previous mor-
tality attributed it to wvarious other
causes, have since written to me blaming
the stores for the trouble.

On a previous occasion T went to a lot
of trouble to get correct information for
the benefit of all. T had no axe to grind.
I am just as anxious now to do what I
can, but I shall not enter into any news-
paper controversy.

FORESTRY.

Owing to the increased attention called ~
to the preservation of forests in all parts
of the world, New South Wales is also
getting more particular. The following
extract from an advertisement of land for
sale will be of interest to bee-keepers:—

The lessee shall leave firebelts five (5) chains
wide within the area leased along the range
boundaries ; but ths serub and undergrowth *
three (3) inches or less in diameter, which would
form a harbor for rabbits and other noxious
animals, shall be destroyed. -

The lessee shall, except on the firebelts, effect-
ually destroy all scrub of non-edible nature, or
of the character of seedlings set down for pre-
servation by these conditions.

The lessee shall carefully preserve all edible
serub ; subject to the provision that the Minis-
ter for Lands may grant permission for a speci-
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fied period to cut, lop, or whip these scrubs for
stock-feeding purposesin vimes vf drought.

The lessee shall carefully preserve all sound
straight stringybark and box trees of six (6)
inches or over in diameter measured at three (3)
feet from the ground, which are useful or are
likely to be useful for fencing or building pur-
poses, or for railway sleepers; no stringybarlk
shall be rung except subject to the direction of
the local forester.

The lessee shall also carefully preserve all
fodder trees and trees mecessary for shade or
shelter, subject to the provision that the Minis-
ter for Lands may grant permission to lop or
whip these trees for stock-feeding purposes in
times of drought.

The lessee shall thin out stringybark and
box saplings and seedlings under six (6) inches
in diameter measured at three (3) feet from the
ground to distunces of fifteen (15) feet apart, and
in so doing <hall select the best and straightest
saplings or seedlings for preservation.

The lessee shall not cuf or remove any timber
for sale or otherwise except as before provided.

The lessees shall destroy all trees and saplings
nof exempted by the previous conditions by
ringbarking or otherwise.

The lessee shall begin operations mentioned in
the previous conditions within three (3) months
from the commencement of the lease. During
the first year of the lease the lesses shall operate
on not less than one-fifth (1-5th) of the area
leased, and during each of the succesding four
(4) years the lessee shall operate on an additi-nal
one-fifth (1-56th) of the total area leased, so that
the whole avea shall be dealt with as prescribed
in the foregoing conditions within five (3) years
from the commencement of the lease. Afterany
part of the land had been cleaved of serub and
undergrowth, the lessee shall keep it clear; and
affer any part of the land has been ringbarked,
the lessee shall keep it free from suckers and
seedlings.

The lessee shall eolleot and stack all thinnings,
fallen timber, or scrub, in neat heaps at inter-
vals of not less than one (1) chain apart, and
shall totally clear them off year by year during
the currency of the lease, and if in so doing the
lessee uses fire the lessee shall prevent the spread
of fire therefrom extending to and injuring the
standing timber or the adjacent country.

Bee Keeping As A Business.

In reply to the query, ““What will best
mix with bee-leeeping ?’ I have always
rveplied : “Some more bees.” When the
conditions are favourable, T am decidedly
in fayour of bee-keeping as a speciality
—of dropping all hampering pursuits,
and turning the whole capital, time and
energies into bee-keeping. If bee-keep-
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ing can not be made profitable as a
apeciality, then it is unprofitable
as a subsidiary pursuit. If bee-
keeping must be propped up with
some other pursuit, then we had better
throw away bee-keeping, and keep the
prop.  General farming is very poorly
adapted for combining with bee-keeping,
yet the attempt is probably made oftener
than with any other pursuit. There are
critical times in bee-keeping that will
brook no delay, when three or four days’
or a week’s neglect may mean the loss of
a crop, and these times come right in the
height of the season, when the farmer is
the busiest. Leaving the team and reap-
er idle in the back field while the farmer
goes to the house to hive bees is neither
pleasant nor profitable. Drawing in a
field of hay, while the bees lie
idle because the honey has not heen ex-
tracted to give them storage-room is an-
other illustration of the conditions with
which the farmer-beekeeper has to con-
tend. The serious part of it is that the
honey thus lost may be worth nearly or
quite as much as the hay that is saved,
Some special lines of rural pursuits, like
winter-dairying or the raising of grapes,
or winter-apples, unite with bee-keeping
to much better advantage than general
farming ; but when bee-keeping is capable
of absorbing all of the capital, time and
energy that a man can put into it, why
divide these resources with some other
pursuift ? It has been said that hee-keep-
ing is & precarious pursuit, that it can not
bedepended upon, alone, to furnish a live-
lihood, and, for this reason, it should be
joined with soms business of more stable
character. It is true that there are many
localities where there is often a season in
which little or no honey is secured, and,
in the Northern States, winter-losses are
sometimes very heavy, hence it would bo
risky to depend entirely for a living upon
keeping bees, in a linited way, in such -
localities ; but, if the average profit from
bee-keeping, one year with another, is
not the equal of other rural pursuits,why
keep bees ?—/ echeepers Review.

- e K e ar ey -
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First, have your queens mate with
drones as distantly related to the queens
themselves as possible; second, use
queens as closely related to the imported
or dark Italian stock as possible, where
working for extracted honey, for there
are no bees in the world,in the world, in
my opinion, that excel such for gathering
and storing honey in combs already built,
and in close connection with the brood.
Third, where white capping of combs and

a readiness to enter the sections is the

object worked for, as is the case when
working for comb honey, then choose the
golden Italians, on account of their
qualities in that direction.” — Doolittle.

R. BEUHNE,

Toobeorac, Victoria.

Comb FoTndation.

Langstroth Size, 16% x 8% in., 7 to 8 sheets to

pound.
1lh. 101b. 201b.
2/0 716 33/0

Terms—Nett Cash.

Made of Guaranteed Pure Beeswax, and
Securely Cased.

Beekeepers® own wax (not less than 101b.)
made into Foundation at 1d. per sheet.

Queens for the Season.
- D B

H. EDWARDS,
TuE THICKET APIARIES,
KEMP'S CREEK, Via Liverpool, N.S.W.

prepared to supply RELTABLE ITALIAN
QUEENS at the following prices :

IS

One  Three  Fye.
Untested 4/- 11/-  15/-
Tested i e R
Select Breeders 12/« 30/-  40/-

p&5=Your Wax made into Foundation, 1d, per Sheet
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NOW READY !
The FOURTH EDITION of the

Australasian Bee Manual,

By I. HOPKINS.

HIS Work has been thoroughly revised,

brought right up-to-date, and contairg

NEW ILLUSTRATIONS of all the latest
APIARIST’S APFLIANCES.
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PRICE, 2'¢ : Post Free, 2/9.

Of all Booksellers, and E. Tipper, Bulletin Office,
West Maitland, N. S. W.

GORDON & GOTCH, Publishers.

Queensland’s ONLY Poultry Paper. =Z5BNE
R

‘Poultry Guide’

\W__,ﬂr
()

Published Ist of Each RMonth.

257 Wickam StREET,
VALLEY, BRISBANE.

T e—— —
SUBSCRIPTION, 2/6 Per Annum,
ADVERTISEMENT, 2/ PER INCH.

— MERSEITH e

North-west Poulfry Journal,

B<2"A Monthly Publication for Fancier or Farmer.
—f—
BEST METHODS OF FEEDING,
MATING, BREEDING & CARE
Sl
POST PAID TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES 75 Cents.
Send 10 Cents for Sample Copy.
——(-):
C. D. MINTON, Editor & Manager,
Salem, Oregon, U.S.A.
Or Editor “ A. B. Bulletin.”
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SOME TRUTH.

The Spirit of the following remarks by G.
W. Cummins, in the dustralian Agri-
culturist, though alluding to poultry, apply
very truthfully to beekeeping.—No good
can acerue to the State or the individual
by running men into a business at which
they are almost certain to lose money.
Ever since the laying competition at the
Hawkesbury made it clear that there was
money in poultry when properly managed,
there has been a persistent effort by some
interested persons, and poultry papers es-
pecially, to run people into poultry farm-
ing. It has been stated over and over
again that ¢ poultry farming will not pay,’
yet we continually see advertisements
stating that if a man had somany ‘pullets
like mine at the Hawkesbury they would
keep him.” When I read such I wonder
why the men who insert them do not get
the requisite number of pullets and give
up their present calling; the reason ig,
they know better. It goes without saying
thata few pullets (pullets only, mind) will
pay anyone, and a large number will pay
a man who knows how to manage them,
never a beginner. Now, to return to the
Hawlkesbury. It would be impossible for
anyone to get 420 pullets like those at the
Hawlkesbury at a price that it would
pay him to give, hecause they represented
the cream of 70 different yards, which
breeders would not sell. No one would
sell the best six pullets in his yard. A
win at the competition is worth at least
£100; that explains why breeders are so
anxious to pour in their best birds for
nothing, but they would notsell the hirds
—at a price that another could afford to
give. Iiven at the price obtained for
pullets at the auction rooms it would not
pay to buy them, hence the man who
wants such must breed them. To start
with, he would require an immense
number of stock birds to enable him to
rear 420 pullets, arriving at the ages,
over seven and undertwelve months, on
the 1st April. But we will assume those
stock birds have been bred up gradually
as they should be and are paying their
way, so we need only deal with the
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chickens required to produce 420 pullets
of the ages mentioned on the 1st April,
It would be necessary to hatch at least
1, 200 chickens, half of which would be
cockerels, on which, under the most cave-
ful management, there would be no pro-
fit, and in nearly every case certain E)SS.
and thatloss, whatever it was, would have
to be passed on to the pullets. But fo
simplify matters we will suppose the
cockerels are picked out very young and
sold, leaving us with 600 pullet chickens,
Deaths from one cause and another are
numerous ; birds, cats, dogs, other hens,
accident, &e., cause the dissappearance
of many, and I think it doubtful if any-
one could get 420 laying pullets from 1,200
chickens, But we must take some num-
ber, so let it be 1,200, reduced to 600 by
getting rid of the cockerels. It would be
impossible, under any ordinary conditions,
to have the pullets all one age, so we will
average them at mnine months. The
Hawkesbury shows that it 6/ a year, or
6d. a month, to feed them; so we have
cost of rearing 420 for nine months, 4/6 a
head, to say nothing about feed consumed
by those which died, or by the ne’er-do-
wells, culls, &e., or we will assume that
all those cost nothing, and we select the
420. But at the outset note that the
expence of rearing has reduced the profit
by half, and instead of a profit of 10/ a
head, we now have only 5/6. But it is
absurd to have it so. The cockerels did
not pay, no matter when they were sold,
and all that died do not pay, or the
culls, TLoss on all those heads must be
added to cost of rearing pullets, which
still further reduces the profit on them.
I would like to see the pullets kept at
the Hawkesbury for two or three years,
because I doubt very much if they would
show any profit at all the second year;
but, if so, 1t would not be much, Then
they go to market and fetch 1/6 a head
for prime. Now, let us suppose the
usual practice is followed. All the
chickens reared, the cockerels would have
cost the profit on the pullets to rear them,
and the price obtained for them he only
a drop in the bucket compared to the cost
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of pens, houses, &e., to say nothing of
time. Under no possible set of conditions
will they pay if a man charges for super-
vigion. A few fouls are all pr.fit; it is a
poor house that cannot feed some on the
scraps boiled up, and bones crushed up
with an axe ; but beginners, beware, ‘make
haste slowly,” and feel your way.

The South Australian Garden & Field,
commenting on it says:- Mr. Cummins
takes up the position which. to our way
of thinking, is the sound one—that com-
mercial poultry-keeping paysunder favor-
able conditions, but in no case can it he
expected to yield a profit even approxim-
ating to the Hawkeshury returns. — M. P,

SOME EXPERIENCES.

Dear SBir,—Now that we are beginning
to lay aside the pursuits that occupy the
happy apiarist during winter hours, such
as painting, frame repairing and con-
structing, manufacture of hive, ete., one
feels an inclination to adopt new ideas
gathered during the moments devoted to
study since the last busy season. 1 have
been malking hives from all sorts of boxes
and odd pieces of lumber during the
winter; principally from kerosenc cases.
You will remember from my last letter,
my ambition is to increase from 50 to 150
colonies, which included making the
hives.

One copy of the “Bee Bulletin” con-
tamed an item that was just beginaing to
dawn upon my mird, viz.: treatment of
stings. My infant sweetheart aged 2,
ventured cut to the hives to gain her first
experience with bees, and I hope will not
forget the lesson. She had a straight
piece of fencing wire, and began to poke
the end into a hive, no doubt glecfully
watching the little fellows coming out, It
happened to be a cold day and the bees
were not at first in'a hurry to come out.
The first one settled down hard above the
eye, and I, in the workshop, heard the
acclamation of surprise, and in a few
seconds was earrying the luckless student
out of danger’s way., The first sting had
been too long delivered to prevent swell-
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ing or pain, but we found half-a-dozen
others, and rewmoving the stings we
squeezed the spots and the treatment
proved sffective. Speaking of stings, T
came across a case of a person stung on
the inside of the throat whilst eating
honey-comb. I have an idea that if the
person submitted to two or three stings
immediately on the outside of the throat
the outside swelling would prevent the
widepipe being closed up.

Another item from the same source, T
think worth a trial, namely, an entrance
at the tov of the hive to prevent swarm-
ing.

T have made a number of hives eight
inches wide out of odd seraps which T in-
tend putting in trees away in the scrub,
for travelling swarms to select for their
homes. Btocks are all in a healthy con-
dition, and now that the dandelion are
beginning to bloom, the outlook is cheer-
ful, many eucalyptus have been flowering
all the winter and have been covered with
parakeets.

On 3ist August I sallied forth with
axe, saw, ladder and hive to begin to cut
out again ; selected a red gum, with a
good strong colony. Half-an-hour after-
wards saw me hurrying off to the nearest
hospital. T placed the ladder againstthe
trunk, and put the saw in about a foot
below the bees, and about 9 feet from the
ground. The only way I can account for
what followed, is that in falling one of
the limbs struck another tree, broke off
and flew back on the ladder, and down I
came mixed up with the pieces of ladder.
I escaped with a few scratches and left
arm broken, hetween wrist and elbow 2
bones. After indulging in first aid I was
driven to Narracoote hospital, 32 miles
distant, neavest doctor, sentence, 6 weeks
holiday. There is no pain attached to
the offence, so I must make the best of a
bad job and stay liere a month, and lose
an additional two weeks at home. Six
weeks off work, a serious item just now.
However, its no use worrying, T must
read and think, and enjoy myself in the
meantime.

TP e

\
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THE ORANGE BLOSSOM.

The orange flower itselfis a white,
six-pointed star of great purity, and is
very fragrant. The somewhat fleshy
petals, after opening curl out and back-
wards, thus disclosing a round wall of
straight, more or less grown together,
pollen carriers, within which there is
hidden the fruit germ, surmounted by
the central stamen. It is in this inner
temple wherein occurs the offering of the
sacrifice of the nectar and of the sweet
odor. Like all flora, orange is richer in
nectar some years than in others. There
have been seasons when the nectar
secretions for the very abundance ran
out of the hlossoms, eausing the foliage
of the tree t¢ become sticky with 1t all
over. But whether rich or poor, because
of the immense mass of it, there has
always been far more of it than all the
available bees could take care of.

In producing bloom the orange tree is
simply immense. There are thousands
and thousands of blossoms on every tree
that never come to anything at all; there
are other thousands that open. set a tiny
orange and then drop off There ave,
finally, a few, comparatively speaking,
that open, set a fruit and eventually grow
into the golden apple of the market.
Now, if one examines orange flowers for
nectar, he will find some rich with it,
some showing a trace, and some none at
all; though just how closely these two
sets of facts are related to one another
is probably exactly known hy nobody,
but it is certain that the totally dry
flowers are barren in their very nature
and drop off fruitless. As a honey
producer, the orange blossom is often
over-estimated as to quantity, but never
as to quality. Of the latter too much
can hardly be said; for I am sure that
pure orange blossom honey has mo
superior in any one of the three qualities,
color, body or flavor; the essentials that
go to the making of a perfect product,
It is, in fact, one of Nature’s most nearly
perfect productions ; and, like most such,
quite limited in quantity. While work-
ing among the orange trees the hees
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seom brisk aund happy, and return to
their hives well laden with pollen pellets,
but their honey sacs, though invariably
containing some nectar, are never filled
to repletion as when gathering from
other sources.

The full volume of the orange flow
lasts at least two weeks. It starts ten
days or two weeks before that, and
strageles along for about an equal length
of time after. There is no uncertainty
about its yearly coming, nor doubt about
its abundance. And if we had the
meteorological condition mnecessary, we
could harvest from 50 to 100 pounds of
honey per colony every year without fail,
— Ezehange.

Something About Comb Honey.

At the beginning of the season all
colonies that do not seem likely to begin
worle at once in supers are given a set of
extracting combs The bees will begin
storing honey in these readily, thus form-
ing the habit of storing in the supors
earty, which is very émportant. The ideal
condition for a colony at the begmning of
the honey flow would be to have every
cell in the brood chamber full of either
brood or honey, so that the very first
honey gathered must, perforce, be stored
in the super. Since we cannot secure this
it is well, as the next best thing, to get
them started there as soon as possible.
Bait combs are good in their way, buteven
a whole super full of drvawn combs in
sections is not as good as a super of nice
extracting combs for this purpose. This
super of extracting combs may be left on
until it is completed, a super of sections
being tiered under it as scon as it is
well under way, but I prefer to remove it
in most cases as soon as it is about halt
full. T would rather leaveit on, but the
bees show such a preference for the combs
that unless the honey flow is very heavy
they will de little or nothing at the sections
until the ccmbs are completed, there will
always be some colonies that will not do
good work in the seetions, beeause they
are not strong encugh in  numbers,
because they are not good comb builders,
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or because they do not cap their honey
nicely. The extracting combs may be
tiered up on these to any desired height
and left to be finished. If these colonies
get into good comb honey condition be-
tore the end of the honey flow, the combs
may be removed, extracted, and stored
away until they are needed again,
‘When a colony swarms, its comb supers
should go with the swarm, while a set of
extracting combs should be placed on the
old colony. Any colony that at any time
during the honey flow, is found to be
doing poor work in the sections, should
have those sections promptly removed and
replaced with a set of extracting combs.

As the season draws to a close, instead
of giving sections that may not be com-
pleted, give extracting combs to the
colonies that are doing the poorvest work
in the sections, giving their sections to
others to be completed. In this way you
not only secure a larger amount of finish-
ed honey, but you avoid having a lot of
unfinished sections to carry over until the
next season, and which would much
better be still in the crate in which they
came from the factory.— Becksepers’ Re-
vigw.

FOREIGN NOTES.

From Exchange.

The price of honey has fallen greatly
in France for the last few years. The
customary price for 100 kilo. used to be
from 110 to 130 francs. Now 90 francs
is the highest price paid, and many bee-
keepers are thankful to get 75 franes
for their crops. It is said that large
quantities of honey are imported, upon
which no duty is levied.

During 1903 there were imported into
Germany, in round numbers, according
to ¢ Die Blene und ihre Zucht;” From
Chili, 1,980,000 pounds of honey; from
Mexico, 636,000 pounds of honey; from
Cuba and Porto Rico, 1,267,000 pounds
of honey; from the United States, 840,
000 pounds of honey.

‘ Apiculteur” says that there are
seventeen different kinds of linden trees
in Siberia which blossomw in close
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succession, thus furnishing the bees a
long continued, most excellent honey
geason. The principal hives used are
American hives. As the winters arve
very severe, only strong colonies are taken
into the winter. Indoor-wintering alone
is practised.

An Irish writer laments that more bees
are not kept in Treland. The land pro-
duces now but 700,000 pounds of honey
and could be made to produce as much as
40,000,000 pounds. He advises his
Irish brothers not to emigrate to America
but to stay at home and go into bee-
keeping.—Leipz Buztg.

It is stated in “ Ung. Biene’ that bees
were kept more extensively in Russia a
thousand years ago than now. At the
present time the number of colonies kept
are 5,106,722, the amount of honey they
produce 65,418,580 pounds, the wax
represents 10,797,760 pounds. Russia
consumes more honey and wax than she
produces. A great deal of these products
are imported from Hungaria.

A brigand named Nebi was pursued
by the Turkish ¢ gendarmes.” He
finally took refuge in a small house which
like all the oriental houses, had but few
windows, just big enough to emable the
brigand to shoot down the ¢ gendarmes ”
at his own convenience. In a garden
nearby were some hees hives. The
sergeant of the gendarmes finally took
one of the hives and managed to throw
it through the window into the
house then occupied by the unfortunate
Nebi. The result can easily be guessed.
‘What may not be so easily guessed, is
that the unfortunate Nebi died in the
hospital ‘at Smyrna the next day,from
the results of the stings received.—L’
Apiculture.

CHINESE BEES.

Two kinds of bees exist in China.
One of large size is dreaded by the
natives, and nothing has been done
toward ““ robbing " their nests or to leep
them in hives.

The other is much smaller. The work-
ers are only three-eighths of an inch
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long, and the queens nearly half aninch.
They are black, with less hair than the
European kind, and that hair is of a rusty
color. When the abdomen is distended,
a yellow streak or spot is seen occupying
about one-third of the width of each skin
between the rings. The stinger is short,
the venom glands more developed than
those of the Furopean kind, butthe sting
is less painful than that of the Kuropean
bees.

Therr nests are hung under the limbs
of trees or some other more or lessshel-
tered but not completely inclssed place.
Hunting wild bees is not always easy;
so the natives are in the habit of putting
here and there on some trees, pieces of
bark about six feet long, and placed
horizontally or nearly so,so that the
under surface furnishes the wild bees a
sheltered place to hang their nests. Of
one hundred pieces fixed that way, from
twenty to forty are soon found occupied
swarms, and can easily be harvested.
If possible, the tree called tram (Moela-
leuca leucodendron) is chosen, as the bees
seem to have a preference for it. The
“ harvesting ”’ is usually done in August.
Hach nest furnishes one or two pounds of
wax and a quantity of honey. To climb
a ftree,the hunter uses a number of
bamboo spikes, which he drives in the
bark of the trees. Thesehold the weight
of a man as well as an iron spike driven
in a ftelegraph pole. The woods are
divided in portions and these leased to
those who will take what honey, gums,
resins and other wild products are there.
These bees are also kept in hives; that
ig, hollow logs, closed at the ends with
pieces of bark or boards fastemed with
“ buffalo chips” mortar. When the
robbing is done, it is merely a question of
cutting the combs, driving the hees off
with smoke, mashing combs and all, and
melfing them to separate the honey and
the wax.—L’Apiculteur.

Ask your neighbouring beckeepers to
write for sample copy of the “AB.B.”
which will be posted free.
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CAPPINGS.

The average man thinks every other
business better than the one in which he
is engaged. Sometimes he is so sure of
it that he makes a change, and then
comes t» a discovery. He finds that the
new business, which at long range looked
50 rosy, has a full complement of thorns,
not altogether different from those which
beset his old occupation. Instead of in-
dulging in such day dreams about other
people’s affairs, men would make more
progress by employing their spare time
in nipping the thorns that annoy them.
— Ewchange.

How 10 Move Brrs wirm Opex Ex-
TRANCES.—1 move bees over rather rough
roads, in spring or fall, without springs
or hay, and with no loss. T have just
finished moving an outyard of 115
colonies a distance of seven miles. Some
of the colonies were in old box hives
recently purchased ; and as it was almost
impossible to fasten the bees in, owing to
cracks and crevices, we threw a large
waggon-sheet over the load and tied it
down at the corners. By occasionally
pouring a good volume of smoke under
the waggon-sheet, which retains more or
less of it for some time, the bee are sub-
dued and kept so. This has proved a
very useful ‘“kink’” to me when moving
old hives.—Gleanings.

One thousand colonies in one apiary is
what Mr. E. W. Alexander, of Delanson,
N. Y., proposes to try the coming season.
For a series of years he has been getting
good results from a large number of
colonies in asingle apiary. Last year he
had 700 colonies in one yard, and se-
cured from 100 to 150 pounds of extracted
buck-wheat honey per colony. He ad-
mits that his locality may be exceptional.
— Beekeewer’s Review.

Pur ¢ BAIT SECTIONS *’ IN THE CORNERS
or THE sUupERs.—The first supers we
select for these old colonies are
arranged with one section of drawn
comb in each corner, the rest of
the sections being filled with full sheets
of foundation. These combs at the
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corners start the bees to work the corners
Jirst and that means that they will work
the sections altogether, thus causing all
the sections to be sealed at mearly the
same time. The usual way of putting
one bait comb in the centre, causes this
part of the super to be finished, sealed,
and, perhaps, travel stained, before the
outside sections are sealed, and ready to
come off, With our super arranged with
drawn combs in the cornmers, and full
sheets of foundation in the balance of the
sections, and with the blanket of bees we
got with these two fence separators
between the super and outside row of
sections, we have practically put our
outside rows in the centre, as they are all
finished at the same time, betore therve is a
particle of travel-stain, thus doing away
with the only objection there is to leaving
the super on until all the sections are
finished.— Beekeepers Review.

The Bingham is really the only un-
capping knife worth considering. First,
1t must be kept sharp. Next, it must be
kept free from honey and wax. This
can be accomplished by having two or
three knives, standing them in water
when not in use. As soon as a knife
becomes daubed up and sticky with honey
and wax, drop it into a dish of water and
pick up a clean knife. The water socn
dissolves off the honey leaving the Lknife
clean and ready for business. Whether
the knife shall be =eptin hot water, or
whether the water shall be cold, depends
upon circumstances. If the extracting
is done in hot weather, and the combs
uncapped as soon as taken from the hives
while the honey is warm, fresh and com-
paratively thin, a cold knife is preferable
but if the extracting is not done until the
season 18 over, when the honey and combs
are stiffer from ripeness and lower tem-
perature, then the hot knife is more
desirable.— Beckeépers’ Review.

Dors A Queey Mzrr 4 Droxe MorE
Toaxy Oxce? More Proor Tmar Sur
Dors. In 1884, while standing by a
hive T saw a queen enter, evidently
having just mated. As I had watched
and seen one go and return with the
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drone organs attached two days previous
to this, I was astonished. My first
thought was that a queen had entered
the wrong hive. On opening the hive
I found but the ome queen moving
quietly over tho combs, and she appeared
to be at home. Up to this time T had
accepted the statement of others that
queens mated but once. After this I
spent all the time I could spare watching
queens but saw nothing more that season,

June 22, 1885, I saw a queen take her
flight, and return, evidently having met
a drone. The same gueen flew out and
returned June 24, with the same evidence
of having met a drone. July 10 I saw
another go out, and return with the drone
organs attached. The same queen flew
out and retwrned with the drone organs
attached, July 24.

Now, to me this does not seem strange
or unusual. Copulation does not always
impregnate. There is proof of this in all
domestic animals, and why not with bees
and other insects? Mr. Phillips also
says, page 286, that the copulatory organs
of the drone are, after a short time, ejected.
Is he sure of this? Some time in the
'80’ s Thomas . Neowman, in the 4mer-
ean Bee Journal, made the statement that
they are mostly absorbed. My own
observations confivm this. If Mr, Phillips
will rear a queen this season in a single
comb hive, with glass sides, and, after she
1s mated, go once in two or three hours
be will see that the drone attachment will
slowly diminish in size, apparently draw-
ing in until, by the second morning, it
will disappear.~ Hexry Joxms. in Glean-
ings.

The Gazette Apicole, a French journal,
gives the names of 78 bee-papers; of
these 15 are in the English language;
25 are in French; 16 German ; Italian, 4
Russian, 9; Dutch, 4; Spanish, 3 ; Nor-
wegian, 1; Swedish, 1; Bohemian, 1;
Roumanian, 1.

I am coming more and more to helieve
the Germans aré right who hold that
sugar is never to be fed except as a matter
of necessity ; that strong brood can not
be reared on sugar as well as on honey ;
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that every pound of sugar fed is just so
much interference with the honey market
in short, that the perfect bee-keeper will
malke it his aim never to foed an ounce
of sugar.—Dr, Miller in Gleanings.
“Why do insects exist?” and then
comes the answer, “To preserve the
balance hetween the constructive forces
and the destructive forces of mature.”
If there were no insects, plant life

would soon overrun the earth. Im-
sects keep down the plants. But,

on account of the extreme produc-
tiveness of insects, they would soon over-
run the earth, and neither plant nor man
nor beast could exist were it not for
other insects that prey upon the plant
eaters, and for parasites that prey upon
both.—Professor Gould, in Cleveland
Press.

Here Meprom RATHER THAN WEAKEST
Coroxizs.— When a colony has four or
five frames of brood well filled, it is in
condition for rapid development, while a
colony with only two or three frames
partly filled will remain at a stand-still
till hot weather comes. The beginner
may think that his first care should be to
help the weakest. Not so; let thelittle
ones wait; a frame of hatching brood
may be given to a colony with three
frames well filled with brood, and it will
not be long till that colony will be able to
help others; whereas the same brood
given to one of the weakest colonies
would still leave that weakling a long
time-in becoming strong enough to help
others, In general, draw from colonies
having five or more Langstroth frames of
brood, leaving them with four, distribut-
ing this brood among the strongest
colonies that have less than four frames
of brood. When there areno longer any
stronger ones to help, it will be time
enough to help the very weakest.— dmeri-
can fiee Journal,

In early spring we commence at one
side of the yard and examine every
colony carefully. Those that are weakin
hees, yet have a good queen, we mark ;
and, as soon as they have some larves in
their combg, each 1s taken to a good,
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strong colony, and set on top, with a
queen excluding honey board between,
If there is no larves at this time in the
weal colony I give it a frame from the
strong colony, so as to keep the bees from
leaving their queen, and all going below.
I close up all entrances excopt that of the
strong colony. The bees will divide
themselves about equally between the
two queens; and in about four or five
weeks I can separate them, and,in nine
times out of ten, I have two good, strong
colonies. For twenty years I have
treated all my weak colonies in this way
in early spring. Sometimes I have had
100 weak ones on top of strong colonies,
and I don’t loose five per cent. I think
1t is & much better way than to try to
build them up alone, as there is no trouble
from robbers, and they don’t require any
attention until it is time to seperate them.
Don’t keep them together too long, as the
young bees, when over two weeks old,
are liable to sting one of the queens.
— Ezchange.

B, F. Phillips describes experiments he
has undertaken in conjunction with Dr.
D. B. Casteel, of the University of
Philadelphia, to determine the reasons
for the variation in the bodies jof drones.
The facts brought out by the measure-
ments were that “‘the drones vary more
than the workers, and that the variation
depends on the cell from which the bee
hatehes.” A drone from a worker-cell is
long and narrow, with long, narrow wings
while a drone from a full-sized drone-cell
ig fat, and has wide, strong wings. He
points out that, as the gize of drone and
his development depend on the cell from
which he comes itis of the utmost import-
ance that full- sized drome-comb be fur-
nished when the drones are to he used
for fertilising queens. If nothing but
worker foundation is given to the bees,
the drones will be small, and their organs
will not get a chance to develop as they
should, and their wings are not strong
enough fo support them when they take
the marriage flight with the queen,
Although a small drone can fertilize a
queen, it is from the largest and strongest
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that a strong progeny can be excepted.
Gleanings.

The Beckeepers Record of June says:
“ Not for some years has the outlook been
so full of promise or the signs more vis-
ible than point to a prosperous season for
our craft.” The same journal, speaking
of Scotland, says. -— At the present time
bloom is everywhere abundant. Hornets
are troublesome to beekeepers in Cyprus
and ligypt. In the latter place a bee-
keepor used to destroy the hornets in
hundreds by killing them with a flat
piece of wood as they alighted on the
flight-hoards of the hives for catching and
carrying off the bees in scores prior to
eating them.

A Bwiss bee-jowrnal says that the
rocking of the bees and the shaking of
the abdomen is only seen when colonies
are strong and the ingathering is good.
In weak colonies these movements do not
tale place at all, and seldom oceur even
in sfrong ones if nectar gathering has
been suspended for some time. He thinks
that these movements are an expression
of pleasure. Many years’ experience
has assured him that these movements
are a sure sign of approaching swarming.
‘When, on a comb, nearly all the hees are
shaking, and making a distinctly heard
noise, a swarm may with certainty be
expected the next day.

The bee-keeper gets only a small
percentage of the nectar the bees
gather. The brood is fed, the heat
and energy of the bee has, through food,
to be provided for; the hrood has to be
warmed, and the process of ripening
through raised temperature and the
fanning of atmosphere in and out, all has
to he done at the expense of food con-
sumed. We masticate food and change
starch to sugar. By the addition of
certain secretions in this, the food under-
goes the first stages towards digestion.
The bees by nature are compelled to
gather nectar a little at a time; they
again transmit it to fresh bees at the
threshold of the comb; again, as it is
movyed about from cell to cell in the
process of ripening, in all these as in the
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slow process of mastication, the honey is

heing inverted, and in honey we have a
partially digested, or predigested, food
ready for assimilation. No other sweet
on earth ean boast of this in its faver.
—Exchange.

Mr Kinsella, Chief Dairy Commissioner
for New Zealand, has made his report
on Argentina to the Minister of Indust-
ries and Commerce. The whole position
is summed up in Mr. Kinsella’s last
paragraph. ‘ In my opinion the Repub-
lic of Argentina is favored with a com-
bination of advantages over many others,
or, perhaps, over almost every country in
the world. I am still further of the
opinion that if the Argentine agricultural
and pastoral industries were developed
on anything like up to date lines, within
very few years they would be able to
land their products on the markets of the
world almost beyond competition.’
—Sydney Meat Trades Journal.

As faras I know, all, or almostall, of our
northern honey has the peculiar charac-
teristic of becoming solid, ecrystallizing,
or, as it is commonly called, granulat-
ing. The more delicately flavored honey,
such as clover, even in expert hands,
rarely goes through the process of
liquefying without perceptible deterior-
ation in 1ts delicate flavor and aroma.
This may be disputed by those of less
sensitive palate, yet remains true, and
will stand the test. That the change
which honey undergoes by overheating
is important the polariscope proves.
Long-heated honey not granulating tends
also to show that the nature is changed;
its color, flavor, and aroma, as we know,
may also be lost.—Morley Pettit, in 4.
B. Journal.

Cleaning Sections can be very easily

-

£

/

I

and quickly accomplished by rubbing ;

them over a piece of coarsemesh wire
cloth stretched over astout wooden frame,
provided the propolis is not down in a
“bee-way” where the wire cannot reach
it.—Exchange.

Turpentine applied at once to a sting -

_gives mstant relief,
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OUESTIONS.

Have you worked any apiary with
queen excluders and Porter bee escape
for extracted honey, and with what
result ?

F. W. Penherthy.—Reply to question
in A.B.B. of September 23th.—I would
only use Porter hee escapes for clearing
bees out of sections. T have used queen
excluders for several years, and find they
save a lot of time; no queen or brood in
the supers leaves you free to brush off
the bees very quick. Brood in the supers
18 the cause of a lot of unripe honey get-
ting into the extractor. Keep the sealed
honey out of the brood apartment. There

» will be no need for the queen to go into

the super. Bees will work as well

* through an excluder as they will without
it here.

ANOTHER GOOD MAN.

, Western Australia.—I am
forwarding postal note for one pound on
behalf of that brave soul (A Sorrowful
Letter), who is in need of a 'helpmg

_ hand, and T hope some more of our bro-
" ther heekeepers will respond likewise.

Trusting you will forward it as soon as
possible. I would like to know later on
how she is getting on. No names need
be mentioned. If we have a good season
(as I believe we will) T will try to be a
bit more liberal. Hoping the season will
be more fayourable to all interested in
beekeeping in your state. I am getting
the A.B.B. regularly now, and find it
very useful and interesting.

=% CORRESPONDENGE. 3
SNt AL NN A

B. J. R., Wyee.—1I am sorry indeed T
cannot attend the meeting. I cannot
afford to spend money in travelling, ete,
I will have to move as early as possihle
and hope for better times. I cannot gell
my honey just at present. However, my
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time is up next month, so I will try and
get somewhere where I can do something
else as well as bees, for it is useless try-
ing to live by bees alone at Wyee. I
hope yon have a good meeting and some
good results come from it.

T. J. B, Wallabadah.—Just a few
lines to tell you I will not now be able to
get down to the meeting on Friday, for
which T am very sorry, owing to sickness
in the family, I can only wish you
success. The hees are now doing fair
here, but white frosts nearly every night
has destroyed the fruit crop to a very big
extent. I think T have about half a crop
left up to the present.

J. ¥. D., Bellinger River.—Your note
to hand, also note from Mr. Rumsey
intimating the meeting of beekeepers.
I must apologise for not being able to get
down, but it would take a couple of weeks
for me to get from here and back, and I
am expecting swarming to start at any
time. I will strain a point to get down
at Haster if at all possible, but I cannot
tell yet. I know you will do your best
for the industry. Just now I am feeding
te induce breeding with warm syrup just
hefore night, and the interior of the hives
are fast beginning to hum. I can tell
you everything around here looks well.

‘W.H., Telegraph Point.—In answer to
Mr. F. W. Penberthy’s of August 29th
re his price of box honey, I don’t think
it would make the slightest difference to
the north coast beekeepers. I sold my
honey at very good prices all through the
dry seasons, and I can stand to let some
one else have a show now. John Bull
did not take to the box honey, but he
don’t know what’s good for him. The
north coast beekeeper has come to stay,
and be a source of trouble to a man who
would like to see the small man wiped
out. They should work hard and become
big beekeepers, like Mr. Penberthy, I
have lived in Bathurst, Mudgee, and
Rylestone districts, and I have seen bees
die of want, but we did not have a name
for it. Spring dwindling might be a
better name for it. I have never seen
any of it on the nowth coast, but matters
are lively here at present.
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J.C., Bulli,—Tast season was a very
bad one on the South Coast; no honey
whatever, and the bees went into winter
in a very poor state. 'Theresult wasthat
75 per cent. of the bees in the district
died through the winter. T have 25 left
out of 80 to start the season with. We
are hoping for a good season this time to
build up our shattered forces.

W. C. H., Telangatuk East, Vie.—Just
a line asking you if you will discontinne
sending me the “ A.B.B.” asif is really
no use to me. as father gets it and I see
his every month. I like the paper very
well and will highly recommend 1t to any
beekeeper who does not get it.

P. Smith, Sandon, Vie.—Yours to hand
re honey production being over done. If
we had more honey to export we would
be more able to keep a market supplied
with honey. I cannot see that beekeep-
ing will be boomed to such an extent as
to be overdone. The ruling price for
Australian honey in London is 12s to 18s
per ewt. What sort of honey can this be
when New Zealand honey fetches from
255 to 40s in the same market. I will
apply to our Secretary to have some
samples of this honey imported for exam-
ination at the next conference, as such
might enlighten us as to the class of
honey exported which seems to ruin our
reputation. The eucalyptus flavour seems
to be against us in the London market.
In America things arve different. Dr.
Tinker's New Beekeeping for Profit,
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by having small saw mills of their own,
thus saving expense. What attracts
people to beckeeping is the great reports
of honey yields, such as Mr. Bolton’s 43
tons of honey for the season 1902-3.. .
Most beekeepers keep their business to
themselves. What passes between us .
and our secretary is strictly confidential,
so that the public are not aware of our <«
yields of honey. You would notice in
the veport of our last meeting that the -
members of our association produce
7/10ths of the total of the honey produced< *
in this State, Victoria, as against the
other 4,301 non-member beekeepers,* °
shewing that the leading beekeepers are
united, and that those outsiders ave re-
presenting the failing beekeepers. We
were always aware that there were 95 &
failures in every 100 who started in bee-
keeping, so that we have no fear of our
industry being boomed. :
H.B., Gouldsville. - My bees did very
well last summer, that is the remnant of «
them that was left from the last drought,
but what is the use of them doing well 4
when we cannot sell the honey. E
E. J. R.,, Wyee.--I hope you had a
good meeting in Sydney. Did you do
anything about civil servants entering” =
into_competition with beokeepers? It
would be a good plan for all beekeepers® -
attending next annual meeting to get a
list of all these people, and find out how °
many hives they represent If they tool |
a tally as they were proceeding to Sydney =

we could then perhaps have some. .

oo 106, reads as follows : The eucalyp-
e o grounds to work on, and get a deputa-- .

tus or blue gum will undoubtedly become

as great a favourite in our Southern
States as it is in Califorma, and it is said
to be a superior and beautiful honey
producer. Now if our produce agents
would do a little it might help us a great
deal with our honey. You will find en-
closed a clipping from the drgus, 13/7/04.
How carvefully Mx. Taverner leaves the
products of the apiary out in his displays
of colonial produce. As for supply
dealers booming our industry, it is im-
possible, as they cannot make us buy
what we do not want. Many of our
leading beekeepers make their own hives

tion to the Commissioners or other per- .
sonsin authority. I believe some in the
postal department carry it on also. =
W.S.H.,, Glengarry, Vie.—The past
season with me was very good, I ex- «-
tracted 67 tins from 32 colonies, and have
also a fair promise forthe coming season® M
I sell all my honey locally at a fair profit, |
getting from 17/6 to £1 per 60lb. tin, I/
have liquefied two or three tins of can-
died honey lately by placing tin in hot *
water, not allowing water to boeil, and _
when melted there would be a white froth ©
on top of honey, sometimes enough tofill
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a pint pot, and the honey had a peculiar
flavour, different I thought to what it
had when I extracted it. I do not use a
settling tank, but run through cheese-
cloth bag into kerosene cans, and solder
down at once. I thought it may not
have been sufficiently ripened, although I
am not in the habit of taking honey
from hives until the bees have sealed at
least two-thirds of the cells. If not nat-
ural can you explain the cause in your
next issue ?

A large settling-tank is what you want, with
steam pipes inside, the exit steam pipe being
outside, 8o as to liquefy if it candies, and pour
off only when it has stood a few days, to allow
all that sediment to go to the top.

A. L. M., Rowland’s Flaf, S.A.—In
looking over an old number of the A.B.B.
of June, 1902, I see you were advertising
a foundation machine for sale. Is that
machine still on the market, or do you
know of one for sale? Who is there
in New South Wales that imports them
for sale ?

A. Hordern and Sons, Haymarket, Sydney,
have them in stock.

K. H., Glenorchy, Vic.—The bees arc
doing well with us, wintered without a
single loss, and are very strong. Inever
had such early swarms as this year. It
is nearly always October before I get any.
There is a week to go yet before October
comes, and T have 20 swarms out now.
I had the first out on the 19th Septem-
ber. We have every prospect of a good
season. The trees ave loaded with buds,
and some of them are beginning to bloom
nice, but we are having severe fiosts,
and that checks them.

A.T. Crute, Mountain View, Vic.-~Bee-
keeping in this locality is going ahead by
leaps and bounds, Myself and Mr,
Geue and my brother have brought
about the formiug of a branch of the
Apiarist’s Association with great success.
‘We Leld our first meeting on 7th Octo-
ber, and it was attended by most of the
leading heekeepers in the district. We
succeeded in getting eleven new mem-
bers, and altogether there are 18 on the
roll, and we hope to get as many move
by mnext meeting. Our meeting was
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held at 7 p.m., so as to allow the bee-
keepers a better chance of coming, as
swarming is at its height now, and they
could not get away in the day-time. Our
leading and oldest established beekeeper,
Mr. H. Russell, was voted chairman, and
after explaining the aims and objects of
the head association, and reading the
rules, efc., it was proposed that we form
a branch, which was supported by every
one present. Mr. Russell was proposed
as our president, but he declined the
honour with thanks, as he explained he
was president of another society, and
could not well manage both, Mr. H. A,
Geus was then proposed and seconded,
and the motion was carried with acclama-
tion. By his request, however, Mr. Rus-
sel kept the chair for the evening. Mr.
W. Crute was appointed secretary and
treasurer. Ringbarking and the price of
honey was discussed, also exportation of
honey, but as this was our first meeting
nothing of importance was agreed on. 1
consider it a move in the right direction,
the forming of the branch, and I think
before the year is out we shall have a
branch almost as strong as the head asso-
ciation itself. All that T interviewed on
the subject were anxious and willing to
join, and there are a lot yet that I think
I can get to join. Swarming is at its
height now, and the prospect of a good
harvest is very evident.

W. Ferguson, Bungowannah.—Re the
increase of beekeepers and the price of
honey, T did notintend to start a discus-
sion when I wrote toyou. But as you have
published what I wrote, and asked others
to give their opinion on it, T will take the
liberty to give a few reasons for my
opinion. For one thing your idea of
decreasing the number of beekeepers is
not practicable. If a man has a fancy to
keep bees, how are you going to stop
him. And then, you publishing a bee
paper tends to increase the honey pro-
duction, by giving the beginner practical
instruction in the best methods of work-
ing his bees, and by advising him to show
it to other beginners, who also in turn do
likewise, and then you also publish the
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advertisements of those supply dealers
whom we are told in your article to wateh
and shun. You also publish reports of
big yields got by beekeepers in good
seasons and good situations, and persons
who are thinking of starting jump to the
conclusion that they can get these big
yields every season and anywhere. Now,
My, Editor, if you are in earnest about
decreasing the number of beekeepers
you should immediately stop the publica-
tion of the Ber Burteriy. And what
has the supply dealer done that such an
outery should be made against him ?
Finding there was a demand for hee
goods, he got in a stock of requisites,
and notified the general public of the fact
through the bee and other papers. He
also published illustrated catalogues con-
taining hints for beginners. Now the
makers of agricultural machinery not
only do this, but they also send travellers
all over the country persuading and caj-
oling farmers into buying their machines,
yet we hear nothing of the impending
ruin to agriculture by their means. No
doubt beekeepers in the past have done a
lot to start others by talking of their big
yields and profits in a good season, and
saying nothing about the bad seasons.
But it is human nature to blow. The
farmer blows about a big yield of wheat
or oats, the squatter about a big clip of
wool, or the number of fats he has sold,
and the dairyman of the quantity of but-
ter he gets from his cows, yet none of
these industries are ruined by over pro-
duction, P. M. 18 a little astray in his
remarks about Federation, as N.S.W.
was a freetrade colony before federation,
and was open to the honey from the other
colonies when there was a local scarcity,
s0 we are no worse off in that respect
under federation, but we are much worse
off in another respect, as the federal tarift
has considerably increased the cost of
beekeepers’ requisites, and the necessar-
ies of living. Your remarks about the
impossibility of exporting call to my
mind a lot that was said and written
when the first attempts were made to ex-
port Australian beef and muftton. Did
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the graziers give up because the first
attempts were failures? Did they try to
restrict the supply of cattle and sheep?
No, they took steps to place their beet
and mutton in the hands of the consum-

ers, with the result that to-day there isa ¥

large and profitable export trade in heef
and mutton. Now in my opinion, there
is only one thing to prevent the same
being done with honey, and that is the
want of a sufficient quantity to make it
worth while. New Zealand has estab-

E

lished a profitable export trade in honey, -

and what is to prevent us doing the same ?

‘With regard to fettlers and other eivil <

gervants keeping bees and under-selling
those who are getting their living by bee
keeping, the same thing happens with
other industries, such as poultry keeping
and gardening, and the latest complaint
ig from professional musicians, who com-
plain of civil servants who have organised
a band competing against them in sup-
plying music to dances, parties, ete. T
am not prepared to say that civil servants
should be prevented from engaging in
any other industry, because such a law
would, lead to gross hardship in individ-
ual cases, just as their competition leads
to hardship in some cases. Hstablish a
reliable export trade and you get over

the difficulty, because the civil servant .«

would not sell his honey to the local
storekeeper for less than the exporter
would give him, just as no farmer will

sell his wheat to the local miller for less +

than he can get from the wheat exporter.

[The proof vf the pudding is in the eating. A
newspaper is, or should be a photograph of the
state of the industry it caters for, and the *
opinions of all its members. For ourselves we
should be very pleased indeed to see that reliable
export trade. But with all the evidence to
hand, what hope is there of it.]

Overstocking Varies with the Flow -

and with the Season.
Four years ago I had one apiary within
half a mile of a large and productive field
of cleome, and another apiary four miles

away. Both worked on the same field; <

but, in the fall, the colonies close by had

v

1
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averaged two supers of surplus more
per colony than had those that were four
miles away. Overstocking does not show
up during a good flow, or, perhaps, what
might be called an wnusual secretion, but
it is during a light honey-flow, or dearth,
that the bad effects of overstocking show
up. I believe, that, during a good flow,
the secretion of honey goes on all the
time, night and day ; and it matters not
much Aow often the flowers are visited,
the honey is there at all times for the
bees to gather. But during a poor yield
it is different. The bees will lick up the
field by ten o’clock and then lie idle the
rest of the day, or spend their time trying
to rob and pilfer. Three years ago,
1,000 colonies, that were located on. one
square male, did as well during a long, good
flow, as those farther out, but during the
next season, which was a very poor omo,
£00 colonies on the same field did much
less in storing surplus than did apiaries
farther out and in naturally poorer tields.
I think, that often more bees can be kept
upon a given field than is laid down by
the law makers, but Nature, in this, as
in all other matters, has certainly placed
a limt, and T believe that limit 1s under
from 700 to 1,000 colonies. In the field
in which I am now operating 1,000
colonies, and which is practically speaking
10 x 18 miles in size, is located over
5,000 colonies. My apiaries run from 75
to 150 colonies, in each apiary. Two of
my aplaries are located in the centre of
this field, closely surrounded by other bees,
and these apiaries have to be fed, both
fall and spring, if the season is not
good, while my other apiaries, located on
the very outside, or, rim, so to speak, of
the field, get some honey even in poor
seasons, and are nearly always in good
condition. My average is much above
the average for the whole field. In poor
geasons I think thisis due to my advan-
tage in location, but in good seasons I
think it is, perhaps, due to the fact that
my bees have better care than the aver-
age of the district. I feel certain that
some of my apiaries could be doubled in
number, and the results per colony be the
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same in good seasons, but who knows, with
any degree of surety, when we are going
to have favourable or unfavourable
seasons !—M. A. Gill, in Beekeepers Review.

PRICES OF HONEY.

Muitland Mereury.—Honey, 13d to 2d
per 1b.

Melbourne Australasion.--Honey, prime
clear garden, from i#d to 31d; medium
quality, from 21d; congealed and infer-
ior lower. Beeswax, unaltered at 1/8.

Melbourne Leader.—Honey—Prime elear
garden samples had sale to-day at 3d;
cloudy to good, 2d to 23d. Beeswax—
First-class clear lots were disposed of
readily at 1s 2d, the range for medium
to good lots being from Is to 1s Id.

Garden & Field, §. 4.—Clear extracted
2%4d to 24d per 1b., dark and inferior |d
to 14d.

8. M., Herald.—Choice liquid 2id per
Ib., candied and good liquid 2d to 2%d.,
inferior 1d to 13d.

Tamworth News.—Honey, 6/- per dozen
bottles; 1/8 per 7lb tin; 9/- o 10/- per
601b tin.

Owing to the congested state of the Sydney
Market at present, we would advise shippers
to withold consignments until dresent stocks
are reduced.

BEESWAX.—

There is a strong demand for clear samples
from 1s 1d to 1s 2d per Ib. Dark lots from
1s per lb.

AL A P A VAT FULT

H. PRESGOTT & CO.,

ONMMISSION AGENTS,
336 & 338 SUSSEX STREET,
SYDNEY.

CAPPINGS.

Frepivg Back Exrtracrep Honey ror
raE Propucrion or Come Honev.-—After
an experience covering several seasons,
and having had my efforts crowned with
success, it may not be out of place for me
to say it ean be done, and done easily, and
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at a good profit, and especially feeding
back to finish unfinished sections. We
usually haveseveral thousand such sections
atthe end of the main honey flow. We
first assort our unfinished sections, get
our supers ready, and then begin by fill-
ing our supers, putting the fullest ones
in the corners and outside rows; but be
sure to uncap all sealed cells. Tf gou
don’t the bees won'’t, but will build new
comb on top of the sealed cells, making
what we call double-deck combs. After
you fill your supers, put not less than two
on any good strong colony whose brood
chamber is well filled with sealed hrood
and honey. TFor feeders we use a hox
made of thin lumber, and which will hold
a gallon or a little more. Set this box
ontop of the supers, fill it with thick
honey, throw a handfull of coarse ex-
celsior on top of the honey; then cover
the whole up bee-tight. You will find
that the bees will store about all of the
first feederful below, not making much
of a show in the sections; but be sure to
keep honey in the feeders day and night
until the sections are mearly as full as
they; should be; then taper off rapidly
with the feed, and the bees will seal the
combs, and you will find them as smooth
and perfect as if built under normal con-
ditions. Take these supers off and re-
place with empty ones, and you will get
them filled ; but I would advise you not
to use the same colony for more than two
lots, for on the third lot they seem to
think they have done enough, and will
not take the honey. Now, this is all
about finishing unfinished sections, but
the same plan holds good if you wuse
sections filled with foundation instead of
partly finished sections, I do not claim
that the foregoing is a universal plan
that will work everywhere and under all
conditions, whether the conditions are
known or not, hut I willsay that it works
with us on a large scale, and we are
satisfied. —Fxchange.

Always have the little records under
the cover to show the individual needs of
each colony. And its surprising how
quickly three people can go thoroughly
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over 100 colonies, where all fixtures are
uniform, where proper individual records
are kept, shake 10 per cent. of all the
old colonies in the apiary, and be ready
to leave for the next apiary., On several
different days the past season, my wife
and I and our helper would drive 18
miles, go over 350 colonies, and shake
from 25 to 40 of them; and I offer as
evidence of thoroughness the fact that
i all our nine apiaries we didn’t have
ore prime swarm in the air; at least, we
never missed one, and we did no cutting
out of cells fo speak of, and only fonnd
where five old colonies had cast a second
swarm.—M. A. Gill in Heekeepers Review.

In the valley of Anning, China, atree
known to the scientists as Ligustrum
Iucidum is found in abundance. In the
spring the bark of the trunk and the
limbs, becomes covered with excrescences -
about the size of a pea. Cutting these
‘‘peas’” in two, shows in the interior
something like flour, but which in
really the eggs of the insect knows
as the white wax worm. These
“peas’” are gathered and brought to the
city of Chiating. Around Chiating ave
immense orchards or woods planted with
a kind of ash tree (Fraxinus sinensis).
The “peas” ave putin very small sacks
and the sacks hung to the trees. The
sacks are made with small holes so as to
permit the insects to come out when they
hatch. The females lay their eggs in the
cracks of the bark. The males are
provided with glands similar to those
that produce the wax from the worker
bees. They plaster up or rather varnish
over the bark of the tree when the eggs
have been laid with that varnish. This
varnish is really a kind of wax quite
white. To havvest it the bark covered
with the wax, is raked off the trees and
put n boiling water. The melted wax
comes to the top. A good wetting with
a spray pump, or with a bucket or brush
Is a great inducement to a swarm to
settle. An apiculturist of Switzerland
put a comb of eggs and young brood into
& queenless colony, twenty queen-cells
were built, Of the 14 cells, two failed.



OcroBer 29, 1904

Among the 12 queens obtained, nine wer>
large, and three small, or rather smaller
than the other, six were almost black,
* four more yellow and two well marked.
_.These two last were among the largest.
Right here, is an important lesson. In
our toxt hooks and bee-papers the advice
is often given, in order to prevent second
- swarms, to destroy all the queen cells but
one. DBut as wesee by the above, the
o one cell left may fail, or give an inferior
queen. Why not cage ths last cells and
-pselect the queen after the hatching ?

.VICTORIAN APIARISTS’
Y ATION.
Norice To Mpmsres.—In reference to
» samples of honey for analysis by Dr. Howell,
and pollen for investigation by Dr. Cherry as
per announcement in cireular sent to members,
’tlle Hxecutive at their meeting held yesterday
decided that, with a view of preventing the
receipt of a plurality of samples of one kind
and a dearth of others, beekeepers willing to
send samples should first communicate with
the Hon Correspondent, when particulars and
directions will be sent to them, and also to
other members who may not have volunteered
but samples from whom may be necessary to
cover the whole field.

In view of the importance of the matter, we
* hope that members will readily respond to

this request, and in terms of the conditions
» contained in directions to be forwarded to
them.

In regard to losses of bees from various
causes during winter and spring, members as
well as non—-members are requested to at once
communicate with the undersigned, giving
full particulars. 'The information supplied is
not for publication, and will be considered
private, but is required as a basis for investig-
ation of the cause of losses.

R. BEUHNE, President.

ASSOCI=

r.

by oo

-

We acknowledge receipt of Hamillon
Spectator, containing an account of Mr.
g Bolton’s exhibit of honey, etc., at the
local show therg. We are compelled to
hold same over to our next issue.

Lh <2

A new American journal to hand, 7e

Rural Beokeeper. Beautifully printed, a
good selection of reading matter of a
nseful and practical kind, it ought to
have a long and useful life.
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NARRANG ' APIARY,
FERNBANK, VIC.

Book your Orders now for Golden or Red Clover
Queens early in September.

Read what others say about my Queens :--

Toohorac—Dear Sir, The tested queen is a very nice
one. I have one lot of queens from her laying now.
They are very uniform in colour, and started to lay at
the same time, notwithstanding the unfavourable con-
ditions.—R. Beuhne,

Buangor—Dear Sir, The selected queen I got from
you is very prolific, her young gueens being as much
alike as peas in a pod, and are real beauties. Anyone
getting your bees will want more, as they are an excep-
tionally fine strain.—-T. G. Matthews.

Claremont, N.S.W.—The queens arrived in splendid
condition, and have started to lay.—W. H. Farley.

Vasse Road, Bunbury, West Australia.—T am pleased
with the last queen you sent ; there was not one dead
bee in the cage. Please send six untested and one
tested.—John A. Ayre.

Willow Tree, MN.9.W.—The two queens I got from you
worked up well and guickly. Unfortunately there has
been no flow yet to test their honey producing qualities
or their offspring, but I have no fear for them—H=.
Tipper.

NUMEROUS OTHER TESTIMONIALS

E.T.PENGILASE,

NARRANG APIARY,
FERNBANK P.O., GIPPSLAND, Victoria

S. F. & D.

(RTATION, FARM AND DATRY.)

Practical Agricultural Journal.
_ Official Organ of the Chamber of Agriculture.

SUBSCRIPTION, 5s. PER ANNUM.

12, SPRING STREET, SYDNEY,
Oppositiz’A M.P. Society.

IF YOU KEEP FOWLS,

——YOU SHOULD READ

Che Australian HNen.

THE LEADING POULTRY PAPER
PUBLISHED IN AUSTRALIA.
)01 (——

Send for a sample copy (a post card will do)
which will be ailed free by return, if you
mention this journal.

——1}:0:(;

Address—THE MANAGER,

¢ The Australian Hen,”
724 George=-Street, Sydney,
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When you want any

PRINTING !

Try the
¢ fustralian Bee Bulletin " Printing Works.
West Maitland, N.S.W.

QUEENS. QUEENS.

0 YOU WANT GOOD QUEENS?
Chosen from Apiaries of 500 Colonies,
worked for highest profit at Moderate Prices.

Then write to

T. BOLTON,

Glen lIsla Apiaries, HAMILTON, VIC.

One of the Oldest and Most Successful Honey
Producers and Queen Raisers in Australia.

5 One Three Five
Untested i 5/- 14/3 22/6
Tested Select ve 15/- 42/~ 70/-
Tested 10/- 28/6 45/

Only half risk postage on select and breeders,
also vacancies for a few pupils next season.
Estimates furnished for my Special STEAM RIPENERS,
Improved Steam CAPPINGS REDUCER, & other Labour
Saving Appliances.

Bee=-keepers Supplies. Hives.
Frames. Honey Tins.
Weed New Process
Comb Foundation.
Root’s Improved Cowan
Honey Extractor.
Incubators, :
Mann’s Green Bone Cutter.
Enterprise Grit Mills.

WRITE FOR PRICE LIST. GBSl

JOHN RUSH.
MENTONE, VICTORIA.
Also at 507 Coilins-st., Melbourne.
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24rd Annual Price List of Best Ital-
ian Queens from the First Bee &
Farm in Australia, recognised as
Absolutely the Best Bee Farm
for the supply of Queens, Hives -
of Bees, &c. Always winner of most
prizes.

QUEENS—TUntested, 5/- cach.
Tested, .. one 10/-;three, 25/- : six, 45/-
Select Tested, one 15/~ ; three 40; ; six, 70/-
Extra Choice, one 25/- ; three, 60/- ; six, 105/~
Also, Swarms, Hives of Bees, Implements,
TFoundation, &e. "

W. KBRAM,

AEARBLCN AR CANS ) A=A TR A ASSINIE -
BEECROFT, NEAR SYDNEY,

P.8.—My knowledge and experience of nearly
40 years practice enables me to breed and supply
Queens Superior to Any, possessing the Most «
Desirable Qualities combined. Desiring to
maintain that High Reputation, I again submit.,
for your consideration the fact that I can supply”
to satisfaction, if you give me description of
your requirements. Thanking you for past
favours.—1 remain. yours truly, W. ABRAM.

il"‘

4

FANCIERS AND BREEDERS OF
POULTRY, DOGS, PIGEONS AND CAGE
BIRDS,

Should Read the
W. A. Fanciers® J 1 =
e Y 1Clers ournai =

AND

o
Practical Poultry Keeper.
An Tlustrated Monthly Journal. 3

Ssnd for Sample Copy, Free. <%y
Published at 17, Royal Arcade, Perth, W.A ™

SCALE OF PRICES.”

ADVERTISEMENTS v
HALF PAGE—Per Annum, £5.
o Per Half Year, £3. d
¥ Per Quarter, £1 15s.
QUARTER PAGE—Per Annum, £3. &4
A Per Half Year, £1 15s.
o Per Quarter, £1.

' ONE-KIGHTH PAGE—Per Annum, £1 155

Per Half Year, £1,

:: :: Per Quarter, 12s.
SINGLE INSERTION—First Inch, 3s 6d.

T 5 Bucceeding, 2s 6d.
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